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INTRODUCTION. 


LIFE  OP  CHAUCER. 

GiomtsT  CiCAircnn  vrtm  bom  in  London,  aboat  1340  (not  1338,  as  was  formerly 
■idi  His  fathor  was  John  Chancer,  citisen  and  yintner  of  London,  and  his 
aother*8  nam«  was  Agnes.  His  grand&ther  was  Boberfc  Chancer,  of  Ipswich  and 
I^odon,  who  married  a  widow  named  Haria  Hejronn,  with  a  son  Thomas  Heyroun. 
J)hn  Chaucer's  honse  stood  in  Upper  Thames  Street,  beside  Walbrook,  just  where 
'iat  street  is  now  orossed^^y  the  Sonth-Eastem  Bailvr^y  from  Cannon-street 
Sution.  Here  it  was  that  the  poet  spent  his  earliest  days,  and  in  an  interesting 
pmge  in  his  Pardoneres  Tsle  (lines  549'57aX  he  incidentally  displays  his  knowledge 
'  HvioQs  wines  and  the  ways  of  miying  them  together. 

John  Chancer,  the  poet's  &ther,  was  in  attendance  on  Edward  III.  in  1338,  and 
tics  connexion  with  the  court  led  to  his  son's  employment  there,  some  yeais  after- 
vutia,  as  a  page  in  the  household  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Lionel,  duke  of  Clarence,  the 
tMid  ton  of  Edward  lU.  In  the  household  accounts  of  this  princess,  mention  is 
°)«i«  of  Tarious  articles  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  purchased  for  *  Geoffrey 
^^laacer '  in  April,  ICay,  and  December,  1357,  when  he  was  about  seventeen  years  old. 
^  iSS9«  be  joined  the  army  of  Edward  III.  when  that  king  invaded  France,  and  was 
tUre  taken  prisoner.  In  H^y,  1360,  the  peace  of  Bretigny  (near  Chartres)  was 
'^^aeloded  between  the  French  and  English  kings.  Chancer  had  been  set  at  liberty 
i^  Harch,  when  Edward  paid  i62.  towards  his  ransom. 

1367.  We  can  only  ooi^eotare  the  manner  in  which  he  spent  his  life  from  hints 
^Tea  US  in.  his  own  works,  and  from  various  notices  of  him  in  official  records.  To 
Maftd«r  the  latter  first,  we  find,  £rom  the  Issue  BoUs  of  the  Exchequer,  that  a  life- 
ptaiion  of  ao  marks  was  granted  by  the  king  to  Chauoer  in  1367,  in  consideration  of 
^lemcfls,  as  being  one  of  the  valets  of  the  king's  household.  During  1368  and 
tni  of  1369  he  was  in  London,  and  received  his  pension  in  person.  In  October, 
11^  his  patron,  Prince  Lionel,  died,  and  it  appears  tha^ Chaucer's  services  were 
eooaaqoently  transferred  to  the  next  brother,  John  of  Gannt,  duke  of  Lancaster. 

1369.  In  the  autumn  ot  1369,  the  year  of  the  third  great  pestilence  of  Edward's 
^,  Blanche,  the  first  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt,  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-nine. 
^'luHicer  did  honour  to  her  memoiy  in  one  of  his  earliest  poems,  entitled  *  The 
I>«^  of  Bhumohe  the  Duchesse.' 

1370>I873.  From  1370  to  1386,  Chauoer  was  attached  to  the  court,  and  employed 
^  frequent  diplomatic  services. 

la  December,  1373,  being  employed  in  the  king's  service,  he  left  England  for 
Oaaos,  Pias,  and  Florence,  and  remained  in  Italy  for  nearly  eleven  months,  but 
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we  again  find  him  in  London  on  November  aa,  1373.  This  visit  of  his  to  Italy  is  of 
great  importance,  as  it  exercised  a  marked  influence  on  his  writings,  and  enables  ns 
to  understand  the  development  of  his  genius. 

1374.  His  conduct  during  this  mission  to  Italy  met  with  the  full  approval  of  the 
king,  who,  on  the  celebration  of  the  great  festival  at  Windsor  on  St.  Gheorge^s  day 
(April  23)  in  1374,  granted  our  poet  a  pitcher  of  wine  daily,  to  be  received  from  the 
king's  butler.  On  ICay  10  of  the  same  year,  Chancer  took  a  lease  of  a  house  in 
Aldgate,  for  the  term  of  his  life,  from  the  Corporation  of  London  ;  but  he  afterwards 
gave  it  up  to  a  friend  in  October,  1386 ;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  had  c«asod  to 
reside  in  it  for  a  year  or  more  previously.  On  June  8,  1374,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
important  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Customs  and  Subsidy  of  Wools,  Skins,  and 
Leather,  for  the  port  of  London ;  and  a  few  days  later  (June  13)  received  a  life- 
I>ension  of  lol.  from  the  duke  of  Lancaster  for  the  good  service  rendered  by  bim  and 
his  wife  Fhilippa  to  the  said  1>uke,  to  his  consort,  and  to  his  mother  the  Queen. 
This  is  the  first  mention  of  Philippa  Chaucer  as  Oeofirey*s  wife,  though  a  Phillppa 
Chaucer  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Chamber  to  Queen  Philippa,  on 
September  la,  1366,  and  subsequently.  It  has  been  conjectured  that  Chaucer  was 
not  married  till  1374,  and  that  he  married  a  relative,  or  at  least  some  one  bearing 
the  same  name  as  himself ;  but  this  supposition  is  nAdless  and  improbable ;  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  Philippa  Chaucer  mentioned  in  1366  may  not  have  been  already 
married  to  the  poet,  who  was  then  at  least  26  years  of  age. 

1875.  In  1375  his  income  was  increased  by  receiving  frx>m  the  Crown  (November  S) 
the  custody  of  the  lands  and  person  of  one  Edmond  Staplegate,  of  Kent.  This  he 
retained  for  three  years,  during  which  he  received  104!. ;  together  with  some  smaller 
stuns  from  another  source. 

1376.  On  July  la,  1376,  the  king  granted  Chaucer  the  sum  of  712.  4«.  6d.,  being  the 
value  of  a  fine  paid  by  one  John  Kent  for  shipping  wool  without  paying  the  duty 
thereon.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year.  Sir  John  Burley  and  Gkofirey  Chaucer  were 
employed  upon  some  secret  service,  for  which  the  latter  received  62.  139.  ^d. 

1877.  In  February,  1377,  Chaucer  was  employed  on  a  secret  mission  to  Flanders^ 
and  received  for  it,  in  all,  the  sum  of  30!.  In  April  he  was  sent  to  France,  to  treat 
for  peace  with  king  Charles  V . ;  for  this  service  he  received,  in  all,  the  sum  of 
48Z.  130.  ^d.  On  June  ai,  king  Edward  m.  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson, 
Richard  II. 

1878.  In  January,  Chaucer  seems  to  have  been  employed  in  France.  Soon  after- 
wards, he  was  again  sent  to  Italy,  from  May  a8  to  September  19,  being  employed  on 
a  mission  to  Lombardy,  to  treat  with  Bemabo  Yisconti,  duke  of  Milan ;  to  whose 
death  (in  1385)  the  poet  alludes  in  his  Monkes  Tale  (IL  3589-3596),  where  he  describes 
him  as 

'  Of  Melan  grate  Bamabo  Yisconnte, 
Qod  of  delyt,  and  scourge  of  Lnmbardye.' 

Before  leaving  England  on  this  business,  Chaucer  appointed  his  friend  John 
Oower,  the  poet,  as  one  o£  his  agents  to  represent  him  in  his  absence. 

1380.  By  deed  of  May  1,  1380,  one  Cecilia  Chaumpayne  released  Chaucer  from 
a  charge  which  she  had  brought  against  him,  'de  raptu  meo.'  We  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  either  the  nature  of  the  charge,  or  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  { 

1382.  We  have  seen  that  Chaucer  had  been  appointed  Comptroller  of  the  Wool 
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Catbanm  in  1374.    Whilst  still  zetaining  this  office,  he  was  now  also  appointed 
ComptcoUer  of  the  Petty  Customs  (May  8,  13^2), 

1385.  In  Febnuuy,  1385,  he  was  allowed  the  great  privilege  of  nominating  a  per*' 
maoent  depnty  to  perform  his  dnties  as  Comptroller.  It  is  highly  probable  that  he 
owed  this  favour  to  *  the  good  queen  Anne,'  first  wife  of  king  Biohard  II. ;  for,  in 
the  Prologue  to  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  probably  written  during  this  i>eriod  of 
his  newly-acquired  freedom  from  irksome  duties,  he  eipresses  himself  most  grate- 
fully towards  her. 

If  we  may  trust  the  description  of  his  house  and  garden  in  the  Prologue  to  the 
Legend  of  Good  Women,  probably  composed  in  the  spring  of  1385,  it  would  appear 
that  he  was  then  living  in  the  country,  and  had  already  given  up  his  house  over  the 
city  gate  at  Aldgate  to  Bichard  Forster,  who  obtained  a  formal  lease  of  it  ftam  the 
Corporation  of  London  in  October,  1386.  We  leam  incidentally,  from  a  note  to  the 
£avDy  to  Soogan,  L  45,  that  he  was  liviug  at  Greenwich  at  the  time  when  he  wrote 
that  poem  (probably  in  1393).  And  it  is  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  residence  at 
Oreenwich  extended  from  1385  to  the  end  of  1399,  when  he  took  a  new  house  at 
Westminster.  This  supposition  agrees  well  with  various  hints  that  we  obtain  £rom 
other  notices.  Thus,  in  1390,  he  was  appointed  (with  five  others)  to  superintend  the 
repairing  of  the  banks  of  the  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Greenwich.  In  the 
aame  year  he  was  robbed  at  Hatcham(a8  we  shall  see  below),  which  is  near  Deptford 
4nd  Greenwich.  And  we  find  the  singular  reference  in  the  Canterbury  Tales 
<  A  fgoj),  where  the  Host  suddenly  exclaims — *  Lo !  Grenewich,  ther  many  a  shrewe 
is  inne  * ;  which  looks  like  a  sly  insinuation,  on  the  Host's  part,  that  Greenwich  at 
that  time  contained  many  'shrews*  or  rascals.  Few  places  would  serve  better 
thaa  Greenwich  for  frequent  observation  of  Canterbury  pilgrims. 

1386.  In  this  year  Chaucer  was  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  Kent,  in  the 
Parliament  held  at  Westminster.  In  Augnst,  his  patron  J'ohn  of  Gktunt  went  to 
Spain ;  and  during  his  absence,  his  brother  Thomas,  duke  of  Gloucester,  contrived 
to  deprive  the  king  of  all  power,  by  appointing  a  regency  of  eleven  persons,  himself 
being  at  the  head  of  them.  As  the  duke  of  Gloucester  was  ill  disposed  towards  his 
kfothfir  John,  it  is  probable  that  we  can  thus  account  for  the  fact  that,  in 
December  of  this  year,  Chaucer  was  dismissed  from  both  his  offices,  of  Comp- 
tioiler  of  Wool  and  Comptroller  of  Petty  Customs,  others  being  appointed  in  his 
place.  This  sudden  and  great  loss  reduced  the  poet  from  comparative  wealth  to 
poverty ;  he  was  compelled  to  raise  money  upon  his  pensions,  which  were  assigned 
uy  John  Scalby  on  Kay  i,  1388. 

In  October  of  this  year  (1386),  there  was  a  famous  trial  between  Richard  Lord 
Scrope  and  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  dtiring  which  Chaucer  deposed  that  he  was 
forty  years  of  age  and  upwards,  and  had  borne  arms  for  twenty-seven  years.' 
He  waa,  in  fact,  about  forty-six  years  old,  having  been  bom,  as  said  above,  about 
J340.  JCoreover,  it  is  probable  that  he  first  bore  arms  in  1359,  when  he  went  with 
the  inTading  army  to  France.    This  exactly  tallies  with  his  own  statement. 

1387«  In  this  year  died  Chaucer's  wife,  PhUippa  ;  to  this  loss  he  alludes  in  his 
Envoy  to  Bukton.  It  must  have  been  about  this  time  that  he  was  composing 
portions  of  his  greatest  poem,  the  Canterbury  Tales. 

1380.  On  May  3,  Bichard  II.  suddenly  took  the  government  into  his  own  hands. 
John  of  (}aunt  returned  to  England  soon  afterwards,  and  effected  an  outward  recon- 
dliation  between  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Gloucester.    The  Lancastrian  party  was 
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now  onoe  more  in  power,  and  Ohauoer  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Kingr's  Works  at 
Westminster  on  July  12,  at  a  salary  of  ax.  a  day  (more  than  tt  of  our  present  naoney, 
at  the  least). 

1890.  In  this  year,  Ghaaoer  was  also  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Works  at 
St.  George's  Chapel  at  Windsor,  and  was  put  on  a  Commission  to  repair  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Greenwich.  In  a  writ,  dated  July  1 
in  this  year,  he  was  allowed  the  costs  of  patting  np  scaffolds  in  Smithfield  for  the 
King  fmd  Queen  to  view  the  tournament  which  had  taken  place  there  in  May. 
This  helps  to  explain  the  minute  account  of  the  method  of  conducting  a  tourna- 
ment which  we  meet  with  in  the  Knight's  Tiale.  In  the  preceding  month  he  had 
been  appointed,  by  the  Earl  of  March,  joint  Forester  (with  Bichard  Brittle)  of 
North  Petherton  Park  in  Somerset.  In  September,  he  was  twice  robbed  of  some  of 
the  king's 'money;  once,  at  Westminster,  of  loL  ;  and  again,  near  the  *foale  ok' 
(foul  oak)  at  Hatcham,  Surrey,  of  92.  38.  Sd. ;  but  the  repayment  of  these  sums  was 
forgiven  him. 

1391.  This  is  the  date  given  by  Chaucer  to  his  prose  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe, 
which  he  compiled  for  the  use  of  his  '  little  son '  Lewis,  of  whom  nothing  more 
is  known^;  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  died  at  an  early  age.  At  this  time,  for  some 
unknown  reason,  the  poet  unfortunately  lost  his  appointment  as  Clerk  of  the  Works. 

1894.  In  Februaiy  of  this  year,  Chaucer  received  a  grant  from  the  king  of  20L 
a  year  for  life ;  nevertheless,  he  seems  to  have  been  in  want  of  money,  as  we  find 
him  making  applications  for  the  advancement  of  money  from  his  pension. 

1398.  In  this  year  or  the  preceding,  Chaucer  was  made  sole  Forester  of  North 
Petherton  Park,  instead  of  joint  Forester,  as  in  139a  In  the  Easter  Term,  he  was 
sued  for  a  debt  of  14^.  is.  iid.  In  October,  the  king  granted  him  a  tun  of  wine 
yearly,  for  his  life-time. 

1899.  On  September  30,  Henry  IV.  became  king  of  England,  and  Chaucer  ad- 
dressed to  him  a  complaint  regarding  his  poverty,  called  a  '  Compleynt  to  his  Purs,' 
in  response  to  which,  only  four  days  afterwards,  Henry  granted  that  the  poet's 
pension  of  twenty  marks  (13!.  69.  Sd.)  should  be  doubled,  in  addition  to  the  26I. 
a  year  which  had  been  granted  to  him  in  1394. 

On  Christmas  eve  of  this  year,  Chauoer  took  a  long  lease  of  a  house  in  the  garden 
of  the  Chapel  of  St  Mary,  Westminster ;  this  house  stood  near  the  si>ot  now  occupied 
by  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  ChapeL  The  lease  is  in  the  Muniment  Boom  of 
Westminster  Abbey  (Historical  MSS.  Commission-,  L  95). 

1400.  The  traditional  date  of  Chaucer's  death  is  October  35,  1400  ^  in  the  second 
year  of  Henxy  lY.  His  death  doubtless  took  place  in  his  newly-acquired  house  at 
Westminster ;  and  he  attained  to  the  age  of  about  sixty  years.  Of  his  family, 
nothing  is  knowu.  His  ^  little  son '  Lewis  probably  died  young ;  and  there  is  no 
evidence  earlier  than  the  reign  of  Henry  VL  that  the  Thomas  Chaucer  whose 
great-grandson,  John  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  was  declared  heir  to  the  throni^ 
by  his  uncle,  Bichard  III.,  in  1484,  was  Chaucer's  son.  As  Thomas  Chauoer  was 
a  man  of  great  wealth,  and  of  some  mark,  we  should  have  expected  to  find  early 
and  undoubted  evidence  as  to  his  parentage.  We  find,  however,  that  Thomas 
Gascoigne,  who  wrote  a  Theological  Dictionary,  and  died  in  1458,  refers  to  the  poet 
in  these  words : — '  Fnit  idem  Chawsems  pater  Thomae  Chawserus,  armigeri,  qui 
Thomas  sepelitur  in  Nuhelm  iuxta  Oxoniam.'  Gascoigne  was  in  a  position  to  know 
the  truth,  since  he  was  Chancellor  of  Oxford,  and  Thomas  Chaucer  had  held  the 
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manor  of  Bwelzne,  at  no  great  dlstanoei  till  his  death  in  1434.  If  this  information 
be  correct,  it  then  becomes  highly  probable  tliat  Chaucer's  wife  Philippa  was 
Pbilipp»  Boei,  sastetr  of  the  Katharine  de  Boet  of  Haani^nlt,  who  married  Sir  John 
Svynford,  and  afterwards  became  the  mistress,  and  in  1396  the  third  wife  of  John 
of  Gsont.  This  has  been  inferred  from  the  fact  that  Thomas  Caiaaoer's .  arms 
contain  three  wheels,  snpposed  to  represent  the  name  of  Boet;  since  the  Old 
French  roet  means  *a  little  wheeL'  Those  who  acoept  this  inference  see  good 
reaacms  for  explaining  the  favoors  extended  to  Ghanoer  both  by  John  of  Gannt 
himself  and  his  son  King  Henry  IV. 

CHARACTER  OF  CHAUCER. 

There  is  no  space  here  for  exhibiting  fally  the  revelation  of  Chanoer'sSDharacter 
aa  expreeaed  by  numerous  passages  in  his  works.  We  easily  recognise  In  them 
a  man  of  cheerfal  and  genial  nature,  with  great  powers  of  originality,  full  of 
freshness  and  humour,  a  keen  observer  of  men,  and  at  the  same  time  an  en> 
tliQsiaetic  and  untiring  student  of  books.  He  tells  a  story  excellently  and  sets  his 
characters  before  us  with  dramatic  clearness ;  and  he  has  also  an  exquisite  ear  for 
music  and  pays  great  attention  to  the  melodious  flow  of  his  verse.  Except  in  his 
prose  tales,  he  frequently  aifects,  in  his  Canterbury  TeJes,  an  air  of  simplicity 
which  sits  upon  him  gracefully  enough.  In  his  Prologue  to  Sir  Tfujptu^  he  describes 
himself  as  a  *  large,'  i.e.  a  somewhat  corpulent  man,  and  no  ^poppet'  to  embrace, 
that  is,  not  slender  in  the  waist ;  as  having  an  *  elvish '  or  abstracted  look,  often 
staring  on  the  ground  *  as  if  he  would  find  a  hare,'  and  *  doing  no  dalliance '  to  any 
man,  i.  e.  not  entering  briskly  into  casual  conversation.  His  numerous  references 
and  quotations  show  that  he  was  deeply  read  in  all  medieval  learning,  and  well 
acquainted  with  Latin,  French  (both  of  England  and  of  the  continent),  and  Italian, 
besides  being  a  master  of  the  East-midland  dialect  of  English.  A  passage  in  the 
Ileve$  Tale  imitates  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  Northumbrian  dialect  with 
much  fidelity.  On  the  other  hand,  he  occasionally  introduces  forms  into  his  poems 
that  are  peculjarly  Kentish ;  owing,  as  I  am  inclined  to  suggest,  to  his  residence 
for  some  years  at  Greenwich.  In  his  Hou9  ofFaiM^  he  tells  us  how  he  had  *  set  his 
wit  to  make  books,  songs,  and  ditties  in  rime,'  and  often  '  made  his  head  ache  at 
night  with  writing  in  his  study.'  For,  when  he  had  done  his  ofilcial  work  for  the 
day,  and  *made  his  reckonings,'  he  used  to  go  home  and  become  wholly  absorbed 
in  his  books,  'hearing  neither  this  nor  that';  and,  *in  stead  of  rest  and  new 
things*  (reoveation),  he  used  '  to  sit  at  a  book,  as  dumb  as  a  stone,  till  his  look  was 
dased ' ;  and  thus  did  he  *live  as  a  hermit,  though  (unlike  a  hermit)  his  abstinence 
was  but  little.'  So  great  (as  he  tells  us  in  the  Prologue  to  The  Legend  of  Good 
Women)  was  his  love  of  nature,  that,  *■  when  the  month  of  If  ay  is  come,  and  I  hear 
the  birds  sing,  and  see  the  flowers  springing  up,  farewell  then  to  my  book  and 
to  my  devotion '  to  reading.  In  many  passages  he  insists  on  the  value  of  the 
purity  of  womanhood  and  the  nobility  of  manhood,  taking  the  latter  to  be  de- 
pendent upon  good  feeling  and  courtesy.  As  he  says  in  The  Wife  of  Bathes  TaUy 
*■  the  man  who  is  always  the  most  virtuous,  and  most  endeavours  to  be  constant  in 
the  perfinrmanoe  of  gentle  deeds,  is  to  be  taken  to  be  the  greatest  gentleman. 
(Hirist  desires  that  we  should  derive  our  gentleness  from  Him,  and  not  from  our 
ancestors,  howerer  rich.* 
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WRITINGS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Other  notices  of  Ohano^  rnoBt  be  gathered  firom  his  writings  and  from  what  we 
know  about  them.  It  is  advisable  to  date  his  varions  woxlu,  where  possible,  as  well 
as  we.oan,  and  to  consider  the  resnlt. 

Chaucer's  works  fall  (as  shewn  by  Tto  Brink)  into  three  periods.  During  the  firftt 
of  thesci  he  imitated  French  models,  particularly  the  famous  and  Tery  long  poem 
entitled  Le  Soman  de  la  Mom^  of  which,  as  he  himself  tells  us,  he  made  a  translation. 
It  so  happens  that  there  exist  what  are  apparently  two,  but  are  really  three 
fragments  of  translations  of  two  different  parts  of  this  poem;  they  are  found 
in  a  MS.  at  Glasgow,  written  out  about  a.d.  1430-40,  and  in  the  early  printed 
editions.  These  three  fragments,  marked  A,  B,  0  in  the  present  volume,  appear  to 
be  by  dii&rent  hands ;  and  only  the  first  of  them  can  be  reconciled  with  Chaucer's 
usual  diction  and  grammar.  We  must  regretfully  infer  that  the  mi^jor  part  of 
Chaucer's  own  translation  is  irrecoverably  lost.  The  poems  of  this  First  F^od  were 
written  before  he  set  out  on  his  Italian  travels  in  137a,  and  there  is  no  trace  In  them 
of  any  ItaUan  influence. 

The  poems  of  the  Second  Period  (1373-1384)  clearly  shew  the  influence  of  Italian 
literature,  especially  of  Dante's  Divina  Commedia,  and  of  Boccaccio's  poems  entitled 
H  Teseide  and  II  Filostrato.  Curiously  enough,  there  is  nothing  to  shew  that 
Chaucer  was  acquainted,  at  first-hand,  with  Boccaccio's  Decamerone. 

The  poems  of  the  Third  Period  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  a  larger  share  of 
originality,  and  are  considered  as  beginning  with  the  Legend  of  Gk>od  Women,  the 
first  poem  in  which  the  poet  employed  what  is  now  known  as  the  *  heroic '  couplet, 
which  he  adapted  from  Guillaume  de  Maohault. 

The  following  list  is  arranged,  eonjecturaUy,  in  chronological  order. 

Origenes  upon  the  ICaudeleyne  {lott). 

Book  of  the  Leoun  {lost). 

Ceys  and  Aloioun ;  afterwards  (probably)  partly  preserved  in  the  Book  of  the 
Duchesse. 

The  Bomaunt  of  the  Bose.  (Fragment  A  (U.  x-1705)  is  all  that  can  fairly  be 
claimed  as  Chaucer's  work.  Fragment  B  is  written  in  a  dialect  approximating  to 
that  of  Lincolnshire.    The  author  of  Fragment  C,  like  that  of  B,  remains  unknown.) 

A.^B,J2fc=-Minor  Poems,  L 

1369.  Book  of  the  Duche8Be.—M.  P.  IIL 

Lyf  of  St.  Cec^le  (afterwards  adapted  to  become  the  Second  Konnes  TaleX 

Monkes  Tale  (parts  of) ;  lines  3365-365J  clearly  belong  to  a  later  period. 

About  H73-3.    Clerkes  Tale ;  except  E  995-1008,  and  the  Envoy. 

Palamon  and  Arcite ;  of  which  some  scraps  are  preserved  in  other  poems.  It  was 
also  used  as  the  basis  of  the  Knightes  Tale. 

Compleint  to  his  Lady.— M.  P.  VI. 

An  Amorous  Compleint,  made  at  Windsor. — M.  P.  XXII. 

Womanly  Noblesse.— M.  P.  XXIV. 

Compleint  unto  Pit*.- M.  P.  H. 

Anelida  and  Arcite  (containing  ten  stansas  from  Palamon). — ^M.  P.  VIL 

The  Tale  of  Kelibeus  (in  its  original  form) ;  partly  translated  from.  Albertana  of 
Brescia. 

The  Persones  Tale  (in  its  original  form) ;  partly  translated  from  Frire  Lorens. 
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Of  the  Wretched  JEnfB^aadimg  ai'HanJcind ;  mentioned  in  the  Legend,  Text  A,  L  414 ; 
and  jtuity  pieeerved  in  aoraps  oociunrinc  in  the  Man  of  Lawes  Tale,  B  99-iai,  4^1-7, 

Man  of  lAwes  Tale  (in  it«  original  fonn) ;  poartly  translated  from  Nicholas  Triyet. 

i377-8t<  Translation  of  Boethins. 

i!79?  Complaint  of  Mars.— M.  P.  I V. 

ijSStSl^  Troilns  and  Criseyde;  (partly  ixom  Boooaooio*8  H  lUostrato  and  Onido 
deUe  Colonne'fl  Historia  ^boiae ;  oontaiTting  three  stanzas  from  Palamon). 

Wordes  to  Adam  (conceming  Boethins  and  Troilos).— M.  P.  VIIL 

The  Former  Age ;  chiefly  from.  Boethins,  Book  H  met.  V.— M.  P.  IX. 

Fortnne ;  containing  hints  from  BoethinSL — M.  P.  X 
\  u&t  P&rlement  of  Fonles  (containing  six  stansas  from  Palamon). — M.  P.  V. 
Vjjj^^4.  Hooee  of  Fame ;  containing  hints  from  Dante ;  u^finUhed, 
(j  1385-d  Legend  of  Good  Women ;  un/Mshed, 

ijtt.  Canterbury  Tales  begnn« 

13S7-&  Central  period  of  the  Oanterbnry  Tales. 

J389>fte.  The  iVdee  oontinned. 

1391.  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe  ;  chiefly  from  Messahala ;  unfinished. 

1393?  Compleintof  Venns.~M,  P,  XVIIL 

1*93.  Lenvoy  to  Soogan.<~M.  P.  XVI. 

1396.  Lenvoy  to  Bokton.— M.  P.  XYII. 

1399.  Emny  to  Compleint  to  his  Pnne.^M.  P.  XIX 

The  following  occasional  triple  roundel  and  baladeS  may  have  been  composed 
betveen  1380  and  1396: — ^Merciless  Beantd. — M.  P.  XI,  Balade  to  Bosemoonde. — 
M.  P.  Xn.  Against  Women  Uncon8taant.^M.  P.  XXI.  Compleint  to  his  Pnzse 
(except  the  SnvoyX— M.  P.  XIX  Lok  of  Stedfastnesn.— M.  P.  XV.  Gentileesa— 
It  P.  XIV.     Truth.— M.  R  XIIL    ProVerbes  of  Ohauoer.—M.  P.  XX 

EDITIONS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Several  of  Ghaacer's  Poems  were  printed  at  various  times  by  Caxton  and  others, 
but  the  first  collected  edition  of  his  works  was  that  edited  by  W.  Thynne  in  153a. 
This  was  reprinted,  with  the  addition  of  the  spurious  Plowman's  Tale^  in  1543 ;  and 
igain,  about  1550^  Later  editions  appeared  in  1561  (with  large  additions  by  John 
9towe) ;  in  1598  (le-edited  by  Thomas  Speght),  second  edition,  1603,  and  reprinted  in 
1687.  Still  later  editions  were  the  veiy  bad  one  by  Urry,  in  1731,  and  the  excellent 
ooe  by  Tyrwhitt,  of  the  Canterbury  TaAs  only^  in  1775-A.  These  editions,  excepting 
l^TTwbitt's,  have  done  much  to  oonAise  the  public  as  to  the  genuine  works  of  Chaucer, 
because  in  them  a  large  number  of  poems,  some  known  (even  by  the  editors)  to  be 
by  Lydgate,  Gower,  Hoccleve,  and  Scogan,  together  with  othere  obviously  spurious, 
vera  carelessly  added  to  works  by  Chaucer  himself;  and  many  erroneous  notions 
have  been  deduced  from  the  study  of  this  incongruous  mixture. 

It  must  suffice  to  say  here  that  most  of  the  later  editions,  since  the  publication  of 
Tynrhitt's  remarks  on  the  subject,  reject  many  of  these  additional  pieces,  but  still 
imadvisedly  admit  the  poems  entitled  Tks  Court  ofLove^  The  Complaint  of  the  Black 
Knighty  Chaucer'e  Dream,  The  Flower  and  the  Leaf,  and  The  Cuckoo  and  the  Nightingale, 
Of  these,  The  ComptaiMt  cf  the  Black  Knight  is  now  known  to  be  by  legate ;  The 
Flower  and  the  Leaf  cannot  be  earlier  than  1450,  and  was  probably  written,  as  it 
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purports  to  be,  by  a  lady ;  whilst  The  Court  Q/Ijom  can  hardly  be  earlier  than  1500, 
and  ChMicer*a  Dream  (so  called)  is  of  still  later  date.  Nothing  but  a  complete 
ignorance  of  the  histoiy  of  the  English  language  can  connect  these  flfteenth- 
centnry  and  sixteenth-century  poems  with  Chancer.  The  only  poem,  in  the  above 
set,  which  can  poesibly  be  as  old  as  the  fourteenth  century,  is  Hts  Cuckoo  and 
the  NighUngale,  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  kind  to  connect  it  with  Chanoer; 
and  Professor  Lounsbnry  decisively  rejects  it,  on  the  internal  evidence.  It  admits 
a  few  rimes  (see  p.  xziv)  snoh  as  Chancer  nowhere  emplosrs. 


GRAMMATICAL  HINTS. 

The  following  brief  hints  contain  but  a  minimum  of  information,  and  inolnda 
nothing  that  should  not  be  extremely  familiar  to  the  student. 

Observe  that,  in  Chaucer's  English,  the  final  syllables  -^  -ed,  -en,  -^s,  almost  always 
form  a  distinct  and  sepcurate  syllable,  so  that  a  large  number  of  words  had  then 
a  syUdbls  more  than  they  have  now.  Unless  this  rule  be  observed,  no  progress  in 
the  study  is  possible.  In  particular,  aUoaffB  sound  this  final  -e  (like  the  a  in  China) 
at  the  end  of  a  Une. 

Final  -e  is  elided,  or  slurred  over,  when  the  next  word  begins  with  a  vowel,  or  is 
one  of  certain  words  beginning  with  ft,  viz.  (x)  a  pronoun,  SBhe;  (2)  part  of  the  verb 
have ;  (3)  the  adverbs  Amt,  how ;  (4)  mute  h  in  honour ^  houre.  In  a  similar  position, 
final  -er,  -en,  -eZ,  -y,  are  slurred  over  likewise ;  thus  get-en  is  really  pef  n  in  L  291 1. 

Final  -e  is  9omeHmea  dropped  in  a  few  common  words,  such  as  wirej  were,  hadde, 
had,  wolde,  would. 

Middle  •«-  is  also  sometimes  dropped,  as  in  havenee,  pronounced  (haavnesX  L  407. 
But  trew-e^y  (481)  is  trisyllabic. 

The  reasons  for  sounding  the  final  -«,  -en,  -et,  as  distinct  syllables,  are  grammatieaL 
These  endings  represent  older  infiexions,  mostly  Anglo-Saxon ;  and  were  once,  in 
fact,  essential  But,  in  Chaucer's  time,  they  were  beginning  to  disappear,  and  many 
are  now  lost  altogether. 

Final  -e.  The  various  sources  of  the  M.  K  (i.  e.  Middle-English)  final  -«  are, 
chiefly,  these  following. 

1.  The  AS.  (Anglo-Saxon)  sb.  ended  in  a  voweL  Thus  AS.  har-a^  a  bare,  became 
M.E.  Aar-e(  191). 

2.  The  AF.  (Anglo-French)  sb.  ended  in  a  vowel  which  was  formerly  sounded. 
Thus  AF.  mHodi-e  (four  syllables)  is  M.K  mMody^{foax  syllables,  9X 

3.  The  dative  case  often  ends  in  -e,  especially  after  the  prepositions  oi,  by^  /or^  «n, 
ct/y  on^  to.  Thus  r0t-e{2)  is  the  dative  case  of  root^  a  root.  We  even  find  the  form  of  an 
oblique  case  used  as  a  nom.  case,  owing  to  confusion.  Thus  AS.  fttoelp,  a  whelp, 
makes  the  dat.  hwelp-e ;  Chaucer  has  whelp-e  as  a  nominative  (257). 

4.  The  forms  hell-e  (so  in  AS.),  eonn-e  (AS.  tunn^n)  are  gomHvea ;  see  Book  Duoh. 
171 ;  A  1051.    Similarly  -y  represents  a  genitive  suffix  in  2ad-y,  88,  695. 

5.  The  diifinite  form  of  the  adjective  (i  e.  the  form  used  when  the  def  art  tike  or 
a  possessive  or  demonstrative  pronoun  precedes  it)  ends  in  -e.    Ex. :  the  ffong-e,  7. 

6.  The  adj.  pi.  ends  in  -e ;  as  tmal'ei  9. 

1  The  numben  refer  to  the  lines  of  The  Prologue  to  the  Canterbury  Tales ;  eee  p.  419. 
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7.  Even  tlie  Bi6ij,dng,  may  end  in  -e ;  as  moS^  (5),  from  A.S.  Mo^to,  sweet,  in  which 
the  final  -e  is  enentiaL    80  also  trewe,  from  A.S.  triowe ;  531. 
&  Vertis :  the  infinitiye  and  gerund  (with  to)  end  in  -^t  or  -e ;  as  biginnF^f  4a ;  for 

9.  Strang  verba :  the  pp.  (paafc  participle)  ends  in  -an  or  -« ;  as  y-ronn-e,  B, 

la  Weak  Terba :  the  ptw  t.  (pasfc  tense)  ends  in  -ede,  -de,  -Uj^e;  aa  tay-de^  fo.  Some- 
times in  -ed^  ampronyed^  547.    Observe  lakk-^^dt^  7S6 ;  lo&de,  97 ;  lost-te,  129 ;  went^  78. 

iL  Verba :  Tarious  other  inflexions  in  -^t  or  -e.  Thns  dip-en^  3  p.  pr.  pL,  10 ; 
■oirvM,  I  p.  pt.  pL,  39 ;  gata^  1  p.  pr.  a.,  82  \  amertre^  3  p.  pr.  &  snbj.,  230,  fto. 

u.  Adverbs  and  prepositions  may  end  in  -en  or  -s ;  as  dbov-en^  53 ;  dboutre^  prep. 
15^  adv.  488L 

ilnal  -en.  The  suffix  -an  vsnally  denotes  either  (i)  the  pL  ab.,  as  Ao»€n,  456 ; 
'3)  the  infin.  or  gertmdial  infln.  of  a  verb,  as  to  wend-an^  21 ;  (3)  the  pp.  of  a  strong 
verb,  as  JMp-cn,  18 ;  (4)  the.pL  of  any  tense  of  a  verb,  as  vOr-en^  i  p.  pt.  pL,  2^  ;  (5) 
a  prep,  or  adverb,  880600^53.  * 

Ftnal  -as.  Tha  final  -aa  denotes  either  (i)  the  gen.  sing.,  as  lordru^  47 ;  {2)  the  pL 
Bh,  OS  skowvfls,  I ;  or  (3)  an  adverb,  as  ihry-eat  562,  Bnt  the  gen.  of  lady  is  lady ;  and 
cifadaTj  ia  fader.    And  the  plnzal  may  end  in  -«,  as  in  palmers^  13. 

The  student  should  endeavour  to  make  ont,  in  eveiy  case,  the  reason  for  the  nse 
of  final  -«,  •«•,  or  -ea  He  will  thns  fwqnira  the  grammar.  The  above  hints 
explain  most  eases  that  oan  arise. 

Vorthsr  notes.  Some  neuter  sbs.  do  not  change  in  the  plural,  aa  Aors,  pL  hors, 
74-   So  also  neal^  §heep,  atcyn^  year. 

Companitives  end  in  -^r,  as  grett^ar,  ac^.,  197 ;  or  -r«,  as  fBr^re^  adv.,  48.  Super- 
Istnres,  in  -esC,  occasional  de£  form  -eat-e,  aa  beat-^,  352.  Pronouns :  iho,  those ;  this, 
pL Olie,  these ;  ihOka,  that;  iCte,  same.  Atte^  for  at  tha,  Fs,  nom. ;  yoto,  dat.  and 
•cc,  you.  HiTj  their  (also  her) ;  ham,  them.  His,  his,  its.  WMehe,  what  sort  of,  40 ; 
K*st,  Le.  *  why/  1S4. ;  That  .  .  .  A«,  who,  44,  45 ;  tohS  aO,  whoever,  741.  ifsn,  one, 
vith  a  sing,  verb,  as  man  amooty  one  smote,  149* 

Verbs.  Verbs  are  distinguished  as  being  losaA:  or  atrong.  In  the  former,  the  pp. 
ends  in  -<d,  -<{,  or  -< ;  in  the  latter,  in  -«n,  or  -«. 

A  simple  rule  is  this.  In  weak  verbs,  the  pt.  t.  ends  in  -sds  (rarely  -aI),  -<2e,  -Js,  -6, 
ID  that  the  final  -a  is  hare  extremely  common,  but  it  does  not  appear  in  the  pp. ; 
ttmeneljf,  in  strong  verbs,  it  is  the  pp.  that  ends  in  -«n  or  •«,  which  never  appears  in 
the  fiist  or  third  person  aimgular  at  the  past  tense,  Bx.  tom^^  3  p.  pt.  s.,  78,  is 
a  veak  past  tense ;  clo-d,  103,  is  a  weak  pp.  Conversely,  y-rowa-e^  8,  is  a  strong  pp. ; 
fieePi  9^  is  »  strong  pt.  t.  The  prefix  y-  (A.S.  ge-)  can  be  prefixed  to  any  pp.,  and 
makes  no  differenoe. 

Stiung  verbs  usually  ahew  vowel-ohange ;  thus  bigan  (44)  is  the  pt.  t.  of  biginnan, 
Art  note  that  this  is  not  a  sure  guide ;  for  raugh4a  (136)  is  the  pt.  t.  of  rechren,  to 
nach,  and  is  weak.    SUp-^n^  to  sleep,  pt.  t.  sleep,  is  strong. 

In  etraog  verbs,  the  vowel  of  the  past  tense  is  changed,  sometimes,  in  the  plural. 
Tbosthe  pt.  t.  sing,  of  r^d-en,  to  ride,  is  rood^  169 ;  but  the  pL  is  rfd-en,  82$,  The  pp. 
isalai>rli|i«ii,48. 

Hie  usual  formulae  for  the  coxgugation  of  verbs  are  as  follows. 

Ptasent  tense.    Sing,  -e,  -est,  -eCA  {-th) ;  pi  -«n  or  •«. 

Past  tense ;  weak  verbs.  Sing,  -ede  {-de  or  -ed),  -de,  -to,  -e  (in  persons  i  and  3) ; 
-^^  -datt,  4flrt|  '■eat  (2  perso^X    Plural,  -eden,  -ede,  -de,  -dan  -tan,  -to,  -a  (all  personsX 
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Past  tense ;  etrong  verbs.  Sing,  indio.  no  n^jfflx  (in  persons  i  and  3) ;  -«,  oooar 
sionally  (3  person).    Sing.  subj.  -e  (all  personsX    Ploral  of  both  moods  :  -en,  -e. 

Imperative.  Sing,  a  penon :  no  tt^ffioD  (nsoally) ;  •«(in  some  weak  verbsX  Floral, 
2  penon  :  -e£^  -th;  (sometimes  -tfX 

InfinitiTe :  -en,  -4.  The  gextxndial  infinitive  has  to  or /or  to  prefixed,  and  often 
denotes  porpose. 

Partioiplds.  Present :  -dng,  often  -dnge  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Pp.  <tf  weak  verbs  : 
-ed,  -d,  -t    Pp.  of  strong  verbs :  -en,  -e. 

'S.B.  We  find  the  contracted  form  5«,  for  MddsfA,  in  the  3  p.  pr.  a  indicative,  187. 

Similar  contractions  are  common  ;  hence  hit  means  ^hideth* ;  tit  means  *■  rideth  * ; 
Ht,  *  sitteth ' ;  fee/  leadeth/  B  1496 ;  &c 

Formation  of  Past  Tenses.  The  form  of  the  pt.  t.  of  a  weak  verb  depends  on 
the  form  of  its  stem.    There  are  three  classes  of  saoh  verbs. 

I.  Infin.  -ten ;  pt  -ede  {-d€\  or  -ed.  Thus  lov-4en,  to  love ;  pt  t  lov-^de  (pronounced 
Inv'de),  or  lov-ed  (lnv*ed).    Compare  foJtJt-e-de,  756 ;  though  the  infin.  is  lakk-en, 

a.  Infin.  -en  ;  pt.  t.  -de,  -to,  or  sometimes  (after  d  at  t)'e;  without  vowel-obange, 
except  sach  as  is  due  to  contraction.  Ex.  hir-eHy  to  hear,  pt.  t.  her-de ;  fc^p-eit,  to 
keep,  pt  t  Jlcep-to ;  lidren,  to  lead,  pt.  t  lod-de  (short  for  Z^fd-de).    Cf.  foen^e,  went. 

3.  Infin.  -en,  with  a  modified  vowel  in  the  infinitive,  the  root-vowel  appearing  in 
the  pt  t  and  pp.  Thus  the  root  sdx  (c£  Gothic  sOl^fom^  to  seekX  appears  in  the 
A.S.  pt  t  80h4e,  pp.  adh-t,  M,E.  soght-e^  aogh-t ;  but  the  C  becomes  i  (as  in  A.S.  '/St^  foot, 
pL  /»,  feet)  in  the  infin.  ale-an,  M.E.  jSb-en,  K  jeefc.  Cf.  teU-en,  pt  t  tol-de ;  tecA-en, 
pt  t  taugh-te, 

N.B.  The  pp.  of  a  weak  verb  results  from  the  pt  t  by  dropping  -e  (unle«  it  has 
been  dropped  already) ;  thus  pt  t  toi-de  gives  pp.  tol-d. 

Strong  verbs.  The  seven  conjugations  of  strong  verbs  are  given  in  my  Principles 
of  Etymology.  I  take  as  representative  verbs  the  following  ;  >bU,  eJkoJbs,  6eer,  give^ 
drinks  drioe,  ehoote,  A  more  usual  order  (though  it  makes  no  real  difference)  is ; 
I.  drive^  2.  choote,  3.  drMc^  4.  bear,  5.  give,  6.  eAoJbs,  7.  JhiL 

The  *  principal  parts '  are :  (a)  the  infinitive :  (b)  the  past  tense,  singular ;  (o)  the 
pt  t.  pL  ;  (d)  the  pp. 

I.  *  Drive.*  Here  Chaucer  has :  (a)  rjfd^^n,  to  ride ;  (b)  rood ;  (c)  rid-en ;  (d)  rid-en. 
Bo  also  bjft-en,  bite,  rye-en,  rise,  tfcyn-en,  shine,  tkriphon.  shrive,  emyt^en,  smite,  toryt^en, 
write  K    I  here  write  y  to  denote  long  i, 

3.  '  Choose.'    As:  (a)eeM-en,  to  seethe;  (b)Me£A ;  (c,  d)«od^n. 

3.  *Drink.'  As:  (a)  highm^en;  (b)  Jrigani  (o)  bigimnen;  (d)  2»^0onnen.  So  also 
dHnJben,  ginnen,  rumen,  to  run,  etn^en,  ipringen,  ewinJcen,  to  toil,  tojnnen,  deiven, 
JIghten  (pt  t  a  Jhught\  helpen,  kerven,  threeehen, 

4.  *  Bear.*  As :  (a)  5er^n ;  (b)  &ar ;  (o)  bir^en ;  (d)  bor^n.  So  also  hreken,  ekeren^ 
etelen,    Cbmen  has :  (b)  eOm ;  (c)  c0i»-en ;  (d)  edia-en. 

5.  '  Give.'  As :  (a)  yeo-en,  yiv^en ;  (b)  yaf]  (c)  yAven ;  (d)  yiv^en.  So  also  geten 
(pp.  geten) ;  epdicen  (pp.  epoken), 

6.  'Shake.*  As  :  (a)  bak-en ;  (h)book;io)bek'en]  (d)baJi:-en.  Soalsodroioen,  ehaben^ 
thaven,  etonden  (pt  t  JCood),  taken,  eweren  (pp.  etcor-eX 

7.  'Fall.'    As:(a)/<iZlHsn;  (b);U;(c)>fU-en;(d)/aU.en.    So  ftolden,  pt  t  Mtd ; 

1  Chanoer*ii  Pralogne  does  not  oontain  specimens  of  ail  the  parts  of  the  verbs  mentioaed. 
Thus  sitkm  only  oocars  in  the  infinitiTe  (383) ;  howerer,  the  pi.  t.  »eeik  uooun  elsewhere, 
viz.  in  the  Clerkes  lUe,  B  337. 
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Ut-m,  pt.  tb  toeC;  riiBpaw,  pt  t.  iteep;  UotasN,  ^Oioen,  4;fidi0-eii,  pi.  t.  blew,  Ac; 
ie4>Nai,  pL  t.  weep ;  goon,  pp.  v-0oon,  y^go,  a86.  Gompcure  the  oomplete  list  of  atoNxng 
ILK  TerbSf  in  Specimens  of  Knglish,  ed.  Koorris  and  Skeat,  pt.  i. 

AnomalouB  Verbs.  Amons  these  note  the  foUoiving;  Been,  ben,  are.  Imper. 
fL  hedk,  both,  hb  ye.    Pp.  ^mn,  ten,  been. 

Cam,  I  know;  pL  eonnen;  pt  t.  eoude,  knew,  could:  pp.  couth,  known.  Dor, 
I  dan ;  ptw  t.  dorMe,  May,  I  maj ;  pi.  mowen  ;  snbijanctive,  monee,  pL  mowen.  Moot, 
I  most,  I  may,  he  must,  he  may ;  pi.  mOten,  mSte ;  pt.  t.  mOete.  Oghte,  on^^ht.  Shot, 
pL  itellM,  atel;  pt.  1  sAoMs.  WUen,  to  know;  tooot,  lodt,  I  know,  he  knows ;  pi. 
wHen  (correcUj ;  bat  Ghanoer  also  has  ye  woot) ;  pi  t.  wiete,  knew ;  pp.  taiet,  WU, 
wol,  vols,  will;  pL  woien,  wUen ;  pt.  t.  wolde.    Thar,  needs;  pt.  t.  thvrte, 

M9gBM.T9M,  Nam,  fat  ne  aan,  am  not ;  nU,  for  ns  is,  is  not ;  fioi,  was  not ;  nire, 
were  not ;  nadde,  bad  not ;  nil,  will  not ;  molds,  would  not ;  moot,  I  know  not,  her 
knows  not ;  $dtte,  knew  not ;  ns  .  .  .  ne,  neither  .  .  .  nor,  603.    Doable  negaliyes, 

Adverbs.  End  in  -e,  as  <U[p-€,  deeply ;  or  4y,  as  aubtiHy ;  or  -e-ly,  as  tr0to-e4y, 
tn47 ;  <>r  -«*i  -^  M  M/br-ea,  bifor-e ;  or  in  -et,  as  ikry-te,  thiioe.  Ther,  where,  547 ; 
ther  ae,  wheve  that,  34. 

Ffepositlaiia.  £nd  in  -en,  -€,  -et ;  &a  7U,  for  to,  before  a  yoweL  With  adjoins 
Its  Terb ;  791. 

METBEl 

Chancer  was  oar  first  great  metrist,  and  enriched  onr  Uteratare  with  several 
forms  of  metre  which  had  not  been  previously  employed  in  English.  These  he 
borrowed  chiefly  from  Ooillaame  de  ICachaolt,  who  made  use  of  stanzas  of  seven, 
eigfat,  and  nine  lines,  and  even  wrote  at  least  one  Compleint  in  the  'heroic* 
eoaplet. 

The  metre  of  four  accents,  in  rimed  couplets,  had  been  in  use  in  English  long 
before  Chaucer's  time ;  and  he  adopted  it  in  translating  Le  Roman  de  la  Bose  (the 
original  being  in  the  same  metre),  in  the  Book  of  the  Buchesse,  and  in  the  House  of 


The  ballad-metre,  as  employed  in  the  Tede  of  Sir  Thopas,  is  also  older  than  his 
tbne.     In  tect,  this  Tale  is  a  burlesque  imitation  of  some  of  the  old  Bomances. 

The  foor^line  stansa,  in  the  Proverbes,  was  likewise  nothing  new. 

Bat  he  employed  the  following  metres,  in  English,  for  the  first  time. 

I.  The  S-line  stansa,  with  the  rimes  arranged  in  the  order  abdbhcbc ;  i.  e.  with  the 
fliit  line  (a)  riming  with  the  third  {a\  and  so  on.  Exx.  A.B.C. ;  The  Menkes  Tale ; 
Hke  Former  Age  ;  Lenvoy  to  Bukton. 

I  b.  The  same,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.  Ex.  (part  of)  Fortune ;  Compleint 
t»Tenus;  Balade  to  Bosemounde. 

a.  The  7-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  aibabhcc ;  a  favourite  metre.  Exx.  Lyf  of 
8eint  Cecyle ;  Clerkes  Tale ;  Palamon  and  Arcite ;  (part  of)  Compleint  to  his  Lady ; 
An  Amorous  Compleint ;  Compleint  to  Pit^ ;  (part  of)  A^elida ;  The  Wretched 
Engendring  of  M^«kj«<i ;  The  Man  of  Lawes  Tale ;  (part  of)  The  Compleint  of  Mars ; 
Troihia  and  Cris«yde ;  Wordes  to  Adam ;  (part  of)  The  Parlement  of  Ponies ;  (parts 
of)  Xba  Oanterbury  Tales ;  Iienvoy  to  Scogan. 

2h,  The  same  7-line  stansa,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.    Exx.  Against  Women 
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Unoonstaimt ;   Compleint  to  hiB  Parse ;  lAk  of  St«dfiMtne«N> ;  QentileaM ;  Tntth. 
Also  in  the  Legend  of  Gh>od  Women,  24.^069. 
2  c  The  7-line  stancai  with  the  rimes  0606606.    Ex.  (part  of)  Fortune. 

3.  Tena  Bima.    Only  a  few  lines ;  in  the  Oompleint  to  his  Lady. 

4.  The  lo-line  stansa,  aa6aa6o(idc.     In  the  Compleint  to  his  Lady. 

5.  The  9-line  stansa,  006006606.     Only  in  Anelida. 

5  6.  The  same,  with  internal  rimes.    Only  in  Anelida. 

5  c.  The  same  as  5,  hnt  thrioe  repeated.    Only  in  Womanly  Noblesse. 

6.  Two  stanzas  of  16  lines  each ;  with  the  rimes  aaabaaab  •  66606660.  Only  in 
AneUda. 

7.  The  9-line  stansa,  006006600.    Only  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Oompleint  of  Mars. 

6  The  ronndeL    In  the  Parlement  of  Fooles ;  and  Meroileai  Beaat^ 

9.  The  heroio  conplet.  In  the  Legend  of  Gkxid  Women  and  parts  of  the  Ganterhoiy 
Talea 

la  A  6-line  stansa,  repeated  six  times ;  with  the  rimes  o6o6c6.  Only  in  the 
£nT«7  to  the  derkes  Tale. 

1 1.  A  lo-line  stanza,  0060066006.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  the  Oompleint  of  Venns. 

13.  A  6-line  stanza,  060600.    Only  in  the  Envc^  to  Womanly  Noblesse. 

13.  A  5-ltne  stanza,  0066a.    Only  in  the  Enyoy  to  Compleint  to  his  Pnrse. 

The  following  pieces  are  in  prose.  The  Tale  of  Melibens.  The  Persones  Tale. 
The  translation  of  Boethins,  De  Consolatdone  Philosophiae.  The  Treatise  on  the 
Astrolabe. 

VEBSIFIOATION. 

Some  lines  drop  the  first  syllable,  and  the  firrt  foot  contains  one  syllable  only ; 
as :  Oing  |  len  in,  kc  170. 

Many  rimes  are  doubUj  as  doistre,  oUtre,  181 ;  itom-e,  <d  me,  671 ;  Mon-es,  noon  is,  533. 
Alwayg  sound  final  -e  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Bimes  may  be  treble,  as  apoUiMrdr-d^n^ 
letu-dr-i-esy  435 ;  so  at  U.  307, 513,  709.    Compare  the  Orammatioal  Hints. 

Oaesara.  The  caesura,  or  middle  pause,  allows  extra  syllables  to  be  preserved. 
Thus,  at  1.  393,  we  have  : — 

For  him  was  Mver— hav'  4t  his  bMdes  hted. 

The  pause  gives  time  for  the  -er  of  l9o-€r.    Similarly,  we  may  preserve  the  -«r  of 
deliv-er,  84  ;  -s  in  mor-e,  98 ;  -0  in  curteisy-e,  13a  ;  -fe  ( «y)  in  cor-id,  13a 
Compare  also : — 

With-6ut-e  bak-e  met-e— was  nev*r  his  hoos ;    343. 
Th&t  j  no  dr6p-e— ne  fill*  upon  hir  brest ;     131. 

The  syllables  -«r,  -en,  -et,  -ed,  before  a  vowel,  or  h  (in  Ae,  &c.),  are  light,  and  do  not 
always  count  in  scansion ;  see  IL  84,  391,  396,  334,  &o.  Of.  mo  |  ny  o  6r00m  |  ;  350^ 
Bead  the  lines  deliberately^  and  remember  the  old  pronunciation. 

Aooant.  Variable,  in  some  words;  cf.  mOler^  545,  with  the  archaic  truQrllabio 
mU-Ur-^  541.  Also,  in  French  words,  we  have.Adnot<r,  583  ;  but  the  archaic  hondur^ 
46.     Cf.  Uc&ur,  3  ;  veHdj  4. 

PBONUNCIATION. 

The  M.E.  pronunciation  was  widely  different  from  the  present,  especially  in  the 
vowel-sounds.    The  sounds  of  the  vowels  were  nearly  as  in  French  and  Italian. 
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They  OBO  be  denoted  by  phonetio  invarUMe  oymboUi,  enokwed  within  marks  of 
pumtlusiiL    Gonyenient  phonetic  ^ymboUi  are  these  following. 

TowBla.  (eaX  as  a  in  fother ;  (a)  short,  as  a  in  aha !  (ae),  open  long  €,  as  a  in 
May ;  (eX  open  short  0,  as  €  in  bed ;  (ee),  oloae  long  «,  as  «  in  veil ;  (i)  short,  as  F.  < 
in  fmi,  or  (nearly)  as  S.  <  in  <n  ;  (iiX  as  m  in  dMp  ;  (aoX  open  long  o,  as  oio  in  sat9 ; 
(o)op6n  sihort  o,  as  o  in  not ;  (ooX  close  long  o,  as  o  in  note,  or  0  in  G^ennan  *  so ' ; 
{Q),M»in  601;  (nn),  as 00  in  fool ;  (ft^asF.  «inF.  'ten';  (ft'X  as  long  G.  «  in  G. 
'grin.'    Also  (eX  AB  final  a  in  Caiina. 

Diphthongs.  (aiX  as  y  in  fly ;  (auX  as  ow  in  note ;  (eiX  as  «<  in  ved ;  (oi),  as  oi 
inboiL 

Oonaonants  (n>eoialX  (kX  as  c  in  cat ;  (sX  as  c  in  dty ;  (ohX  as  in  ekwNih ;  (tohX 
u  in  ealdb;  (thX  as  A  in  Vda. ;  (dhX  as  t;^  in  Men.  Also  (hX  when  not  inUial,  to 
deooift  a  gnttoxal  sound,  like  G.  cA  in  Nacftt,  Licfct,  bat  weaker,  and  vazying  with 
t]ie  preceding  voweL 

An  accent  is  denoted  by  ('X  as  in  ICE.  fiame  (naame). 

Bjr  help  of  these  symbols,  it  is  possible  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  H.E.  symbols 
«npl(7ed  by  the  scribes  in  Ghancer's  Tales.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  sovnds 
they  denote^  The  letters  in  thick  type  are  the  letters  aetuaUy  employed ;  the  letters 
within  parenthesis  denote  the  sotnuZt,  as  above. 

Observe  that  long  *9,*  also  written  *  6,*  means  the  same  as  (ao) ;  and  long  *|,*  also 
vntten  *  V  means  the  same  as  (aeX 

aihort^  (aX  Ex.  at  (al) ;  ae  (as).  N.B.  The  modem  a  in  ca<  (kwt)  is  denoted  by  (ibX 
uAiceewoi  ooatr  in  Chaaoer/ 

a  long,  (aaX  (1)  at  the  end  of  a  syllable ;  as  age  (aage) ;  (3)  before  s  or  cs ;  as  oat 
(kMsX^besC&awX 

aiy  ay  (eiX  originally  perhaps  (ai) ;  bat  ai  and  ei,  both  being  pronoonced  as  (eiX 
Ittd  already  been  confosed,  and  invariably  rime  together  in  Chaaoer.    C£  K  pay, 

aa,  aw  (aaX    Sx.  aoaunt  (avaa-nt) ;  awe  (aa-eX 

e,  IS  (k\  except  before  e  and  i ;  as  (sX  before  e  and  i. 

ch(eh);  ooh(tch). 

e  Aort,  (e)L    Ex.  Jiikeree  (fedhnres!) ;  middle  e  dropped. 

e  final,  (») ;  and  often  dropped  or  elided  or  vexy  lightly  toaohed. 

e  long  and  open,  (aeX    Sometimes  denoted  by  '  ^ '  or  '  ^.'    Ex.  dene  (klaene). 

e  kmg  and  dose,  (eeX    Ex.  ewete  (8wee*te) ;  tpeep  (weepX 

ei,  ey  (dX    Ex.  etreii  (strait) ;  wey  (wei). 

g  hard,  ie.  (gX  except  before  e  and  i ;  (jX  before  e  and  i    Ex.  go  (gao) ;  age  (aa*je). 

<h  (h),  G.  cA.  Ex.  light  (liihtX  The  vowel  was  at  first  short,  then  half-long  (as 
pitiably  in  GhancerX  then  wholly  long,  when  the  (h)  dropped  oat.  Later,  (ii) 
beeooe  (eiX  and  is  now  (ai). 

Cn  (n),  with  long  preceding  vowel ;  as  digne  (dii*n9X 

i  ihort,  (iX  As  F.  <  in  fini ;  bat  often  as  E.  t  in  tn  ;  the  latter  is  near  enough.  So 
■bo  y,  when  short,  as  in  many  (maniX 

i,  y  long,  (iiX    Ex.  J  (u) ;  mOodye  (m^-odil-eX 

it  (mX  tl>6  Mune  as  ee,    Ex.  miaekie/  (mischeef). 

I  oonsonantal,  (jX  Ex.  lay  (jei) ;  luge  (jlk'joX  So  in  the  MSS. ;  bat  here  printed 
'j;asfaijby(jeiX 

I«f  often  vocalic  (IX  as  in  E.  temple  (temp-lX     Bat  note  etabUe  (staa-blesX 
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ng  (ngg) ;  always  as  in  R  Ungar.     Ex.  thing  (thingg), 

o  short,  (oX  as  in  of(ov).  But  as  (911)  before  gK  And  no<6  ixxrticulorly,  that  it  is 
always  (a),  i  e.  as  u  in  f^ll,  wherever  it  has  a  sonnd  like  u  in  mod.  E.,  as  in  compcmyf 
ton,  monkf  eowifi,  fto.    Ex.  mmne  (sun-ue),  monk  (mnng:k),  mocAs  (mncheX 

o  long  and  open,  (aoX  Sometunes  denoted  by  ''^*  ox^ 9^'  Ex.  go  (gao) ;  $UHm 
(staon). 

o  long  and  close,  (00).     Ex.  boU  (soo-te) ;  hood  (hood). 

oi,  oy  (oi). 

ou,  ow  (vn) ;  as  in  /lour  (flnnr) ;  now  (nun).    Barely  (911),  as  in  souls  (fl^sX 

ogh  (^nh),  with  open  0,  as  in  E.  not^  followed  by  short  (n). ' 

ough  (nnh) ;  with  wu  as  in  E.  fool  (Aiol) ;  or  as  ogh. 

r  is  always  itrongly  trilled,    ssh  (shshX  as  ia  fiivsahs  (Aresh-shaX 

XL  short,  (ft) ;  French  ;  as  in  jtttt  (jtLstX     Bcurely  (a),  as  in  ctU  (knt);  Sxl^ish. 

u  long,  (11')i  as  in  naiure  (nattL-re) ;  French. 

we  final,  (we),  bat  often  merely  (a).  Ex.  a/noes  (ar'wes) ;  hotoe  (baoti'e,  b^a'e) ; 
morwe  (mora) ;  so  bUw  (blecn). 

N.B.  Open  long  e  (ae)  often  arises  from  A.S.  ci,  fo,  or  lengthening  of  e,  Ex.  tops 
(waere),  A.S.  iD^ron ;  ^  (aek),  A.S.  9ac ;  spoken  (spaeken),  A.S.  fpreeon.  Open  long  o 
(ao)  often  arises  from  A.S.  d,  or  lengthening  of  o.  Ex«  fi^  (fiM>)i  A.S.  fl ;  ^pen,  A.S. 
open.  Chancer  refrains  from  riming  open  long  e  (ae),  when  arising  from.  A.S.  ft»,  or 
lengthening  of  s,  with  the  close  e  arising  from  A.S.  9  or  9o.  Bnt  there  is  some 
uncertainty  abont  the  quality  of  the  e  arising  from  A.S.  el,  or  from  mutation. 

The  occurrence  of  rimes  such  as  Chaucer  never  em^oys  famishes  an  easy  test  for 
poems  which  have  been  supposed  to  be  his  on  insufficient  grounds.  Thus,  in  The 
Cuckoo  and  the  Nightingale,  stansa  13,  green  rimes  with  been ;  whereas  the  form  gr^en 
never  occurs  in  Chaucer,  who  always  employs  grin-e  (gre6*ne)  as  a  disagrUable,  in 
accordance  with  its  etj^mology  from  A.S.  gr9ne.  In  the  same  poem,  upon  rimes  with 
mon^  a  man  (stanza  17) ;  but  Chaucer  knows  nothing  of  such  a  form  as  mon. 

Non-Chaucerian  rimes  occur  in  large  numbers  in  Fragment  B  of  the  Bomaunt  of 
theBose. 


EBBATA. 

P.  155.  ooL  a.  1.  ao6  ;  for  ooninracion  read  conjuraoion. 
P.  215. 1.  684.    Delete  the  comma  at  the  end  of  the  line. 
P.  3i6. 1.  766.    Alter  the  note  of  interrogation  to  a  comma 
P.  236.  h  358.    Delete  the  comma  at  the  end  of  the  line. 
P.  390. 1.  1171 ;  Jbr  wrong,  and  seyde  read  wrong©,  and  seyd. 
P.  592.  1.  2076 ;  for  But  if  read  But-if. 
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THE  ROMAUNT  OF  THE   ROSE. 


Words  and  ajIlAbles  enolofed  within  square  brackets  are  supplied  bj  the  Editor. 
BwtdiTigB  marked  with  an  obelns  (f )  are  donbtfal,  and  are  aoconnted  for  in  the 
App«ncUx. 

(My  three  Frogmtida  oftkia  irantUUion  have  come  down  to  us.  Of  (hew,  Fragment  A 
i9  fry  Chancer;  Fras^ment  Biahya  Norihemer^and  has  many  corrupt  readingt;  tohilgt 
Fragment  0  is  c/ doubtful  oriffUi,  and  I  do  not  feel  ture  thai  U  i»  ChauceT*8.] 


VBAOHlUrT  A. 


Xirr  mm  nyn  that  in  swereninges 

Iher  nis  bnt  ikUes  and  lesinges ; 

Bat  men  may  aomme  fswevenes  seen, 

Which  hatdely  fne  iUae  been, 

Bat  afterward  ben  appaiannte.  5 

This  ma^  I  drawe  to  warannte 

An  anthonr,  that  hight  Macrobec, 

Tbat  bait  not  dxvmea  fklse  ne  lees, 

ftit  nndoth  na  the  aviaionn 

Thai  whylom  mette  king  Oipi<mn.         10 

And  wli040  myth,  or  weneth  it  be 
•V  jape,  or  ellea  [a]  nyoetee 
To  wne  that  dremea  after  fidle, 
i«t  vlio-ao  liate  a  fool  me  oalla 
For  this  trowel,  and  Bay  forme,  15 

That  dremea  aigniflannoe  be 
'^f  gnod  and  harme  to  many  wightee, 
That  diemen  in  her  depe  a»nightes 
Pal  many  thingea  ow«rtly, 
That  fidlen  alter  al  openly.  ao 

The  Dream. 

Within  my  twenty  yere  of  age, 
Wban  that  Love  taketh  his  o<»nige 
Of  yonge  folk,  I  wente  sone 
To  bedde,  as  I  waa  wont  to  done, 
Acd  &at  I -taleep ;  and  in  sleping,        35 
<<•  BMtte  swiehe  a  fweraning, 


That  lykede  me  wonders  wel ; 

But  in  that  sweven  is  never  a  del 

That  it  nis  afterward  be&lle. 

Bight  aa  thia  dream  wol  telle  na  aUe.    30 

Now  this  dreem  wol  I  ryme  aright, 

To  make  yoor  hertea  gaye  and  light ; 

For  Love  it  prayeth,  and  also 

Oommanndeth  me  that  it  be  so. 

And  if  ther  any  aske  me,  35 

Whether  that  it  be  he  or  she. 

How  [that]  this  book  [the]  which  is  here 

Shall  t  hote,  that  I  rede  yon  here ; 

It  is  the  Bomanoe  of  the  Boae, 

In  which  al  the  art  of  love  I  oloae.        40 

The  mater  Uxt  is  of  to  make; 
God  grannte  in  gree  that  she  it  take 
For  whom  that  it  begonnen  is  1 
And  that  is  she  that  hath,  y-wis, 
80  mochel  piys ;  and  thereto  she  45 

80  worthy  is  biloved  be, 
That  she  wel  onghte,  of  piys  and  right. 
Be  deped  Boae  of  every  wight. 

That  it  waa  Kay  me  thooghte  tho, 
It  is  fyve  yere  or  more  ago ;  50 

That  it  waa  ICay,  thns  dxemed  me. 
In  tyme  of  love  and  jolitee, 
That  al  thing  ginneth  waxen  gay. 
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For  ther  is  neither  busk  nor  hay 

In  May,  that  it  nil  shrouded  been,         55 

And  it  with  nowe  leyes  wreen. 

These  wodes  eek  reooveren  grene, 

That  drye  in  winter  been  to  sene  ; 

And  th'  erthe  wexeth  proud  withalle, 

For  swote  dewes  that  on  it  falle,  60 

And  [al]  the  pore  estat  forget 

In  which  that  winter  hadde  it  set ; 

And  than  bioometh  the  ground  so  proud 

That  it  wol  have  a  newe  shroud, 

And  niaketh  so  qneynt  his  robe  and  £ayr  65 

That  it  f  hath  hewes  an  hundred  payr 

Of  gras  and  floures,  inde  and  pers, 

And  many  hewes  fal  dyvers : 

^niat  is  the  robe  I  mene,  y-wis, 

Through  which  the  ground  topreiseni8.70 

The  briddes,  that  ban  left  hir  song, 
Whyl  they  him  sufifred  cold  so  strong 
In  wedres  grille,  and  derk  to  sighte, 
Ben  in  Mayf  for  the  sonne  brighte, 
So  glade,  that  they  shewe  in  singing,     75 
That  in  hir  herte  is  swich  lyking, 
That  they  mote  singen  and  be  light. 
Than  doth  the  nightingale  hir  might 
To  make  noyse,  and  singen  blythe. 
Than  is  blisfol,  many  a  aiythe,  8u 

The  ohelaundre  and  the  papingay. 
Than  yonge  folk  entenden  ay 
For  to  ben  gay  and  amorous, 
The  tyme  is  than  so  savorous. 
Hard  is  his  herte  that  loveth  nought    85 
In  May,  whan  al  this  mirth  is  wrought ; 
Whan  he  may  on  these  braunches  here 
The  smale  briddes  singen  clere 
Hir  blisfnl  swete  song  pitous ; 
And  in  this  sesoun  delitous,  90 

Whan  love  affirayeth  alls  thing, 
Me  thoughte  a-night,  in  my  sleping, 
Bight  in  my  bed,  ftil  redily, 
That  it  was  by  the  morowe  erly. 
And  up  I  roos,  and  gan  me  olotho ;        95 
Anoon  I  wissh  myn  hondes  bothe ; 
A  aylvre  nedle  forth  I  drogh 
Out  of  an  aguiler  queynt  y^nogh, 
And  gan  this  nedle  thmde  anon ; 
For  out  of  toun  me  list  to  gon  100 

The  sowne  of  briddes  for  to  here, 
That  on  thise  fbusshes  singen  clere. 
And  in  the  swete  sesoun  that  leef  is, 
With  a  thredo  bMUng  my  slevis, 


Aloon  I  wente  in  my  playing,  105 

The  smale  foules  song  harkning ; 
That  peyned  hem  ful  many  a  payre 
To  singe  on  bowes  blosmed  fSayre. 
Jolif  and  gay,  ful  of  gladnesse, 
Toward  a  river  -f  I  gan  me  dresse,         1 10 
That  I  herde  renne  £ute  by ; 
For  £urer  playing  non  saugh  I 
Than  playen  me  by  that  riveer, 
For  from  an  hille  that  stood  ther  neer 
Cam  doun  the  streem  ful  stif  and  bold.  115 
Cleer  was  the  water,  and  as  cold 
As  any  welle  is,  sooth  to  seyne ; 
And  somdel  lasse  it  was  than  Seine, 
But  it  was  straighter  wel  away. 
And  never  saugh  I,  er  that  day,  120 

The  water  that  so  wel  lyked  me ; 
And  wonder  glad  was  I  to  see 
That  lusty  place,  and  that  riveer ; 
And  with  that  water  that  ran  so  deer 
My  face  I  wissh.    Tho  saugh  I  wel       125 
The  botme  paved  eveiydel 
With  giavel,  lul  of  stones  shene. 
The  medewe  sofbe,  swote,  and  gi«ne, 
Beet  right  on  the  wateiHQrde. 
Ful  deer  was  than  the  morow^iyde,     130 
And  ful  attempre,  out  of  drede. 
Tho  gan  I  walke  through  the  medo, 
Dounward  ay  in  mj  pleying, 
The  river-siyde  ooeteying. 
The  Garden. 

And  whan  I  had  a  whyle  goon,  135 

I  saugh  a  Gaxdik  right  anoon, 
Ful  long  and  brood,  and  eveiydal 
fEnoloe  it  was,  and  walled  wel, 
With  hye  walles  embatailled, 
Portrayed  without,  and  wd  entaiUed  140 
With  many  riche  portraitures ; 
And  bothe  images  and  peynturea 
GsxL  I  biholde  bisily. 
And  I  wol  telle  you,  redily, 
Of  thilke  images  the  semblaunce,  145 

As  fer  as  I  have  remembraunce. 
Hate. 

A-midde  saugh  I  Hatb  stonde, 
That  for  hir  wrathe,  ire,  and  onde, 
Semed  to  been  a  fmoveresae, 
An  angiy  wight,  a  ohideresse  ;  15a 

And  All  of  gyle,  and  fd  oorage, 
By  semblaunt  was  that  like  image. 
And  she  was  no-thing  wd  arrayed. 
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Bat  lyk  a  wood  irommaa  aftvjjred ; 
Y-iroanoed  foole  was  hir  Tincpe,  155 

And  gTennin^  for  dispitoiiB  nge  ; 
ffir  DOM  anorted  up  for  tene. 
FbI  Iddona  was  she  for  to  sene, 
Fftl  foul  and  rtuty  was  she,  tlda. 
Hir  heed  y-writhen  -was,  7»wia»  160 

Fal  grimly  -with  a  greet  towayle. 
Felonye. 

An  image  of  another  entayle, 
A  lift  lialf,  iraa  hir  liMte  by : 
Hir  aarne  above  hir  heed  sangh  I, 
And  the  vaa  called  Fbloitts.  165 

Yllanye. 

Aaother  image,  that  Vilavts 
T-deped  irae,  aan^  I  and  fond 
rpon  the  walle  on  hir  right  bond. 
VOanye  vaa  lyk  aomdel 
That  other  image ;  and,  tmateth  wel,  170 
She  eemed  a  wikked  creature. 
B7  eonntenaance,  in  portn^nxe, 
She  Mxned  be  fal  deepitoas, 
Aad  eek  Ail  proad  and  ontrageons. 
Wei  ooade  he  peynte,  I  undertake,       175 
Ihat  ffwiehe  image  oonde  make. 
f«I  fool  and  cherlirii  aemed  she, 
And  eek  Tilajnotts  for  to  be, 
AzmI  Ijtel  oonde  of  nortore. 
To  wofahipe  any  exeatore.  180 

Co^eitsree. 

And  next  waa  peynted  CoTanma, 
That  eggeth  folk,  in  many  gyie, 
To  take  and  yeve  ri^t  nought  ageyn, 
And  grate  treaonra  up  to  leyn. 
And  thai  ia  ahe  that  for  umre  iflis 

Leocth  to  many  a  areatnre 
ThelaaM  for  the  more  winning, 
So  eoreitoiu  is  her  brenning. 
And  that  is  she,  for  penyes  fele, 
That  teebeth  for  to  robbe  and  stele      igo 
These  theres,  and  theae  amale  harlotes ; 
And  that  is  routhe,  for  by  hir  throtes 
Pol  many  oon  hangeth  at  the  laste. 
She  maketh  iblk  compasse  aad  easte 
To  taken  other  folkee  thing,  195 

Throogb  robberie,  or  fmiseounting. 
And  thai  is  she  thai  maketh  trechoures ; 
And  she  [that]  maketh  falae  pledoures, 
Thai  with  hir  termea  and  hir  domea 
Doon  maydena,  children,  and  eek  gromea 
flir  baritaga  to  focgo.  aoi 


Ful  oroked  were  hir  hondea  two ; 
For  Coveityae  ia  ever  wood 
To  grypen  other  folkea  good. 
Coveityae,  for  hir  winning,  aos 

Ful  leef  hath  other  mennea  thing. 
Avarice. 

Another  image  aet  aaugh  I 
Next  Coveiiyae  ihate  by, 
And  she  was  deped  Avarick. 
Fill  foul  in  peynting  was  that  vice ;      210 
Ful  aad  and  caytif  waa  ahe  eek. 
And  al-Bo  grene  ea  any  leek. 
So  yvel  hewed  waa  hir  colour, 
Hir  aemed  have  lived  in  langonr. 
She  waa  lyk  thing  for  hungre  deed,      215 
That  ladde  hir  lyf  only  by  breed 
Kneden  with  eiael  strong  and  egre ; 
And  therto  ahe  was  lone  and  megre. 
And  she  waa  clad  tal  povrely, 
Al  in  an  old  torn  foourtepy,  aao 

Aa  ahe  were  al-with  doggea  torn  ; 
And  bothe  bihinde  and  eek  bifom 
Clouted  was  she  beggarly. 
A  mantel  heii\g  hir  faste  l^, 
Upon  a  perche,  weyke  and  smalle ;       225 
A  bumet  cote  heng  therwithalle. 
Furred  with  no  menivere, 
But  with  a  fuzre  rough  of  here, 
Of  lambe-akinnes  hevy  and  blake  ,* 
It  was  fed  old,  I  undertake.  330 

For  Avarice  to  clothe  hir  wel 
Ne  haateth  hir,  never  a  del ; 
For  certeynly  it  were  hir  loth 
To  weren  ofte  that  ilke  doth ; 
And  if  it  were  forwered,  ahe  235 

Wolde  have  ful  greet  neoeaaitee 
Of  clothing,  er  ahe  boughte  hir  newe, 
Al  were  it  bad  of  wolle  and  hewe. 
Thia  Avarice  held  in  hir  hands 
Apura,thatheng[doan]byabaade;   240 
And  that  ahe  hidde  and  bond  ao  atronge, 
Men  must  abyde  wonder  longe 
Out  of  that  pure  er  ther  come  ought, 
For  that  ne  cometh  not  in  hir  thought ; 
It  was  not,  certein,  hir  entente  245 

That  fro  that  pura  a  peny  wente. 
Envye. 

And  by  that  image,  nygh  y-nough, 
Waa  fpeynt  Esvn,  that  never  lough. 
Nor  never  wel  in  herte  ferde 
But-if  ahe  outher  aaugh  or  herde         250 
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Som  greet  miichaanoe,  or  greet  dinse. 
No-thing  may  so  mooh  hir  pleie 
As  miachef  and  mJaaventnre ; 
Or  whan  ahe  seeth  disoomiltiure 
fOn  any  worthy  man  [to]  fklle,  355 

Than  lyketh  hir  [fol]  wel  withalle. 
She  is  fal  glad  in  hir  ooiage, 
If  she  see  any  greet  linage 
Be  brought  to  nought  in  shamfnl  wyse. 
And  if  a  man  in  honour  zyee,  a6o 

Or  by  his  witte,  or  by  prowesse, 
Of  that  hath  she  gret  hevinesse  ; 
For,  tmsteth  wel,  she  goth  nigh  wood 
When  any  chaunoe  happeth  good. 
Envye  is  of  swioh  omeltee, 
That  feith  ne  titmthe  holdeth  she 
To  freend  ne  felawe,  bad  or  good. 
Ne  she  hath  kin  noon  of  hir  blood. 
That  she  nis  ful  hir  enemy ; 
She  nolde,  I  dar  s^yn  hardely, 
Hir  owne  fkder  ferde  weL 
And  sore  al^yeth  she  everydel 
Hir  malioe,  and  hir  maltalent : 
For  she  is  in  so  greet  tnrment 
And  hath  such   [wo],  whan    folk  doth 
good,  37$ 

That  nigh  she  melteth  for  pure  wood ; 
Hir  herte  kerveth  and  fto-breketh 
That  god  the  peple  wel  awreketh. 
Envye,  y-wis,  shal  never  lette 
Som  blame  upon  the  folk  to  sette.        2S0 
I  trowe  that  if  En-vye,  y-wis, 
Knewe  the  beste  man  that  is 
On  this  syde  or  biyond  the  see, 
Yit  somwhat  lakken  him  wolde  she. 
And  if  he  were  so  hende  and  wys,         385 
That  she  ne  mighte  al  abate  his  prys, 
Yit  wolde  she  blame  his  worthinesse, 
Or  l^  hir  wordet  make  it  lesse. 
I  saugh  Bnvye,  In  that  p^ynting, 
Hadde  a  wonderful  loking ;  190 

For  she  ne  loked  but  awry, 
Or  overthwart,  al  baggingly. 
And  she  hadde  [eek]  a  foul  usage  ; 
She  mighte  loke  in  no  visage 
Of  man  or  womman  forth-right  pleyn,  395 
But  shette  oon  y6  for  disdeyn  ; 
So  for  envye  branned  she 
Whan  she  mighte  any  man  [y]-see, 
That  fiur,  or  worthy  were,  or  wys, 
Or  elles  stood  in  folkes  piys.  300 


Sorowe. 
SoBows  was  p^ynted  next  Envye 
Upon  that  walls  of  masoniye. 
But  wel  was  seen  in  hir  colour 
That  ahe  hadde  lived  in  langour ; 
Hir  semed  have  the  Jaunyoe.  305 

Nought  half  ao  pale  was  Avazyoe, 
Nor  no-thing  lyk,  [as]  of  lenease  ; 
For  sorowe,  thought,  and  greet  distresae. 
That  ahe  hadde  auiRred  day  and  nig^ht 
Made  hir  ful  yelwe,  and  no-thing^  bright, 
Ful  fikde,  pale,  and  megre  also.  311 

Waa  never  wight  yit  half  ao  wo 
As  that  hir  semed  for  to  be. 
Nor  so  fbliUled  of  ire  as  she. 
I  trowe  that  no  wight  mighte  hir  ple8e,3i5 
Nor  do  that  thing  that  mighte  hir  eae ; 
Nor  she  ne  wolde  hir  sorowe  slake, 
Nor  comfort  noon  unto  hir  take  ; 
So  depe  waa  hir  wo  bigonnen, 
And  eek  hir  herte  in  angre  ronnen,      310 
A  sorowftd  thing  wel  semed  ahe. 
Nor  she  hadde  no-thing  alowe  be 
For  to  fororaoohen  al  hir  ftoe, 
And  for  to  frende  in  many  place 
Hir  olothea,  and  for  to  tere  hir  awire,   535 
As  she  that  was  fdlfilled  of  ire ; 
And  al  to-torn  lay  eek  hir  here 
Aboute  hir  shuldrea,  here  and  theca. 
As  she  that  hadde  it  al  to-rent 
For  angre  and  for  maltalent.  ^^t 

And  eek  I  telle  you  certeynJy 
How  that  she  weep  ltd  tendorly. 
In  world  nis  wight  so  hard  of  herte 
That  hadde  seen  hir  sorowes  amerte. 
That  nolde  have  had  of  hir  pitee,  335 

So  wo-bigoon  a  thing  was  she. 
She  al  to-dasshte  hir-self  for  wo. 
And  smoot  togider  hir  handes  twoi 
To  sorwe  was  she  Ail  ententyf, 
That  woftil  reooheleea  oaityf ;  540 

Hir  roughte  litel  of  playing, 
Or  of  clipping  or  [of]  kissing ;    ^ 
For  who-ao  sorwefnl  is  in  herte 
Him  liste  not  to  pleye  ne  sterte, 
Nor  for  to  daunsen,  ne  to  singe,  345 

Ne  may  hia  herte  in  temper  brings 
To  make  joye  on  even  or  morowe ; 
For  joye  is  contraire  unto  aorowe. 
KIde. 
Ex.DX  was  peynted  after  this, 
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Ibftt  ilunier  'was  a  foot,  y-iris,  350 

lima  aho  ivas  wont  in  her  jong'hede. 
Unnethe  hir-aelf  ahe  mighte  f ede  *, 
So  feUe  and  eek  so  old  was  she 
liat  &ded  was  al  hir  beaatee. 
fill  a»k>we  was  waxen  hir  ookmr,         555 
Hir  heed  for-hoor  was,  whyt  as  floor. 
Y-vis,  grei  qualm  ne  were  it  noon, 
St  nnne,  although  hir  lyf  were  gon. 
Al  vQsen  was  hir  body  anwelde, 
And  diye,  and  dw3nied  al  for  elde.        360 
A  foal  forwelked  thing  ^vas  "he 
That  wh^om  round  and  softe  had  be. 
Hir  ens  shoken  &8t  withalle, 
\m  from  her  heed  they  wolde  fiille. 
Hir  fiiee  froonoed  and  forpjmed,  365 

And  bothe  hir  hondes  lorn,  fordwyned. 
So  old  she  was  that  she  ne  wente 
A  foot,  bat  it  were  by  potente. 
Time. 
The  Tntx,  that  passeth  night  and  day, 
.bid  restelees  travayloth  ay,  370 

And  Bteleth  firom  ns  so  prively, 
That  to  OS  semeth  sikerly 
Huit  it  in  oon  point  dwelleth  ever, 
.\nd  ceites,  it  ne  resteth  never, 
Bat  goth  so  £ute,  and  passeth  ay,         375 
Thai  ther  nis  man  that  thinks  may 
What  tyme  that  now  present  is  : 
Aiketh  at  these  elerkes  this ; 
For  [er]  men  thinks  it  redily. 
Three  tymes  been  y-passed  by.  380 

The  tyme,  that  mi^  not  sojoome. 
Bat  goth,  and  fnever  may  retoume, 
.U  water  that  donn  renneth  ay. 
Bat  never  drope  retoume  m^y ; 
Ther  may  no-thing  as  tyme  endure,     385 
Xotal,  nor  srthely  creature ; 
For  aUe  thing  it  first,  and  shal ; 
Ihe  tynte  eek,  that  channgeth  al. 
And  41  doth  waze  and  fostred  be, 
And  alle  thing  distroyeth  he  :  390 

The  tyme,  that  eldeth  oar  aonoessoors 
And  eldeth  kinges  and  emperooxs, 
And  that  as  alle  shal  overoomen 
Er  that  depth  OS  shal  have  ncmien  ; 
Ihe  tyme,  that  hath  al  in  welde  395 

To  elden  folk,  had  maad  hir  side 
iM>  inly,  tikat,  to  my  witing, 
«)he  mighte  helpe  hir-self  no-thing, 
Bat  tamed  agsyn  unto  ohildhede; 


She  had  no-thing  hir-self  to  lede,         4cx> 
Ne  wit  ne  pith  in[with]  hir  holde 
More  than  a  child  of  two  yeer  olde. 
Bat  natheles,  I  trowe  that  she 
Was  fair  ramtyme,  and  fresh  to  see, 
Whan  she  was  in  hir  rightftil  age  :       4^5 
But  she  was  past  al  that  passage 
And  was  a  doted  thing  bicomen. 
A  forred  oope  on  had  she  nomen  ; 
Wei  had  she  dad  hir-self  and  warm, 
For  cold  mighte  elles  doon  hir  harm.  410 
These  olde  folk  have  alwey  oolde, 
Hir    kind   is    swiche,  whan    they    ben 
olde. 

Pope*holy. 
Another  thing  was  doon  ther  write, 
That  semede  lyk  an  ipocrite, 
And  it  was  doped  Popz-holy.  415 

That  ilke  is  she  that  privdy 
Ne  spaseth  never  a  wikked  dede, 
Whan  men  of  hir  taken  non  hede  \ 
And  maketh  hir  outward  predoos, 
With  paJe  visage  and  pitous,  421} 

And  semeth  a  simple  creature ; 
But  ther  nis  no  misaventure 
That  she  ne  thenketh  in  hir  oorage. 
Ful  lyk  to  hir  was  that  image, 
That  maked  was  lyk  hir  semblaunoe.  425 
She  was  ftil  simple  of  countenance, 
And  she  was  dothed  and  eek  shod. 
As  she  were,  for  the  love  of  god, 
Yolden  to  religioun, 

Swioh  semed  hir  devocioun.  430 

A  sauter  held  she  faste  in  honde, 
And  bisily  she  gan  to  fonde 
To  make  many  a  feynt  prayere 
To  god,  and  to  his  sssnates  dere. 
Ne  she  was  gay,  fresh,  ne  jolyf,  455 

But  semed  be  ful  ententyf 
To  gode  werkes,  and  to  fairs. 
And  therto  she  had  on  an  haire. 
Ne  oertes,  she  was  fat  no-thing, 
But  semed  wery  for  fasting ;  440 

Of  colour  pale  and  deed  was  she. 
From  hir  the  gate  fshal  wemed  be 
Of  pazadys,  that  blisful  place  ; 
For  swich  folk  maketh  lene  hir  ifaoe^ 
As  Crist  sdth  in  his  evangyle,  445 

To  gete  hem  prys  in  toun  a  whyle ; 
And  for  a  litel  glorie  veine 
They  lesen  god  and  eek  his  reine. 
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And  alderlast  of  everichoon, 
Was  pointed  Povbrt  al  aloon,  450 

That  not  a  peny  hadde  in  wolde, 
Al-thoogfa  [that]  she  hir  clothes  solde, 
And  though  she  sholde  anhonged  be; 
For  naked  as  a  worm  was  she. 
And  if  the  weder  stormy  were,  455 

For  colde  she  sholde  have  d^yed  there. 
She  nadde  on  bat  a  streit  old  sak. 
And  many  a  olont  on  it  ther  stak ; 
This  was  hir  oote  and  hir  mantel, 
No  more  was  there,  never  a  del,  460 

To  clothe  her  with  ;  I  undertake, 
Gret  leyser  hadde  she  to  qnake. 
And  she  was  pat,  that  I  of  talke, 
Fer  fro  these  other,  ap  in  an  halke ; 
There  larked  and  there  ooored  she ;     465 
For  povre  thing,  wher-so  it  be, 
Is  shamfast,  and  despysed  ay. 
Aonrsed  may  wel  be  that  day, 
That  povre  man  conoeyred  ia ; 
For  god  wot,  al  to  selde,  y-wis,  470 

Is  any  povre  man  wel  fed. 
Or  wel  arayed  or  y-ded. 
Or  wel  biloved,  in  swich  wyse 
In  honour  that  he  may  aryse. 

Alle  these  thinges,  wel  avysed,  475 

As  I  have  you  er  this  devysed, 
With  gold  and  asure  over  alle 
Depeynted  were  upon  the  walle. 
Bquar  was  the  wal,  and  high  somdel ; 
Enclosed,  and  y-barred  wel,  480 

In  stede  of  hegge,  was  that  gardin ; 
Com  never  shepherde  therin. 
Into  that  gardyn,  wel  [y-]wrought, 
Who-so  that  me  ooude  have  brought. 
By  fladdre,  or  elles  by  degree,  485 

It  wolde  wel  have  lyked  mei 
For  swich  solace,  swich  joye,  and  play, 
I  trowe  that  never  man  ne  say, 
As  in  that  place  delitous. 
The  gardin  was  not  daungerous  490 

To  herberwe  briddes  many  oon. 
So  riche  a  "f  yerd  was  never  noon 
Of  briddes  songe,  and  braunohes  grene. 
Therin  were  briddes  mo,  I  wene. 
Than  been  in  alle  the  rewme  of  Fraunce. 
Fal  blisftil  was  the  aqcordaunce  496 

Of  swete  and  pitous  songe  they  made, 
For  al  this  world  it  oughte  glade. 


And  I  my-self  so  mery  ferde. 
Whan  I  hir  blisfiil  songes  herde,  500 

That  for  an  hundred  i>ound  fnolde  I, — 
If  that  the  passage  openly 
Hadde  been  unto  me  fre» — 
That  I  nolde  entren  for  to  see 
Thassemblee,godfitkepeandwereI     505 
Of  briddes,^  whiche  therinne  were, 
That  songen,  through  hir  meiy  throtes, 
Daunces  of  love,  and  meiy  notes. 

Whan  I  thus  herde  foules  singe, 
I  fel  flute  in  a  weymentinge,  510 

By  which  art,  or  by  what  engyn 
I  mighte  come  in  tiiat  gardyn ; 
But  way  I  oouthe  finde  noon 
Into  that  gardin  for  to  goon. 
Ne  nought  wiste  I  if  that  ther  were     515 
Byther  hole  or  place  [o]-where. 
By  which  I  mighte  have  entree ; 
Ne  ther  was  noon  to  teche  me  ; 
For  I  was  al  aloon,  y-wis, 
fFul  wo  and  anguissous  of  this.  5^0 

Til  atte  last  bithoughte  I  me. 
That  by  no  weye  ne  mi^te  it  be ; 
That  ther  nas  laddre  or  wey  to  passe, 
Or  hole,  into  so  fair  a  place. 

Tho  gan  I  go  a  fal  gret  pas  535 

£nv3rroning  even  in  compas 
The  closing  of  the  square  wal, 
TU  that  I  fond  a  wiket  smal 
80  shet,  that  I  ne  mighte  in  goon. 
And  other  entree  was  ther  noon.  530 

The  Door. 

Upon  this  dore  I  gan  to  smyte, 
That  was  [so]  fetys  and  so  lyte  ; 
For  other  wey  coude  I  not  seke. 
Ful  long  I  shoof,  and  knokked  eke, 
And  stood  ftil  long  and  of[t]  herkning  535 
If  that  I  herde  fa  wight  coming ; 
Til  that  the  dore  of  thilke  entree 
A  mayden  curteys  opened  me. 

Tdelnesae. 
Hir  heer  was  as  yelowe  of  hewe 
As  any  basin  scoured  newe.  540 

Hir  flesh  [as]  tendre  as  is  a  ohike, 
With  bente  browes,  smothe  and  alike; 
And  by  mesure  large  were 
The  opening  of  hir  yCn  clere. 
Hir  nose  of  good  propordoun,  545 

Hir  yen  greye  as  a  fiftucoun, 
With  swete  breeth  and  wel  savoured. 
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ffir  ^00  wliyt  and -wiel  coloured, 

Wkh  Ittel  montlL,  Mid  round  to  im  ; 

ickif« ehin  eek  hadde  she.  550 

Hir  iMkke  WM  of  good  fiMoan 

h  lenfthe  ftnd  gretnesM,  by  resoon, 

Witboote  Uflyne,  soabbe,  or  rqyne. 

ft9  JvroMtlBBk  tmto  Bmgoyne 

1Wiiiaa£uier  nekke,  ^wis,  555 

Tofsfe  bow  smothe  and  softe  it  is. 

Sr  throiA,  al-ao  whjt  of  hewe 

Aimw  on  bruinche  snowed  newe. 

Of  bodj  fid  wel  wrought  was  she ; 

In  neded  not,  in  no  eontree,  560 

AMiw  body  for  to  seke. 

Asd  of  fyn  ovftajs  had  she  eke 

idiipttlst:  sosenilyoon  ' 

Severed  never  maydenpon;  .... 

Andfiure  above  that  ohapelet  565 

Ans»geriand  had  she  set. 

Slahsdde  [in  honde]  a  gi^  miroor, 

Aadwith  a  riohe  gold  tressoor 

Sr  heed  was  tressed  queyntely ; 

Ex  dens  sewed  fttisly .  570 

Afid  for  to  k^M  hir  hondes  £idre 

Of  gloves  iriiyte  she  hadde  a  paire. 

Aad  Ae  hadde  on  a  oote  of  grene 

Of  elodt  of  Gannt ;  withonten  wene, 

Wd  nmed  by  hir  apparayle  575 

Ske  wie  not  wont  to  greet  traTsyle. 

hrvbsn  she  kempt  wasfetisly, 

And  wel  srayed  and  richely, 

nsnne  bad  she  doon  al  hir  jonmee ; 

^meiy  and  wel  bigoon  was  she.        580 

SW  iMlde  a  Insty  lyf  in  May, 

Sm  hadde  no  thought,  by  night  ne  day, 

Of  lo^hing,  bat  it  were  oonly 

T»  gnjtbe  hir  wel  and  nnoonthly. 

Whsn  that  this  dore  hadde  opened  me 
^  fmsyden,  semely  for  to  see,  586 

Ithuked  hir  as  I  best  mighte, 
Aad  axede  hir  how  that  she  highte, 
^  what  she  was,  I  axede  eke. 
And  die  to  me  was  nought  nnmeke,    590 
Xi  of  hir  answer  danngerons, 
^  tun  answerde,  and  seide  thus  : — 
'Ia,  lir,  my  name  is  Tdklvsssz  ; 
So  depe  men  me,  more  and  lease. 
Tdmi^ty  and  ftil  riche  am  I,  595 

Aad  that  of  oon  thing,  namely ; 
^  I  entende  to  no-thing 
Boito  my  joye,  and  my  pleying. 


And  for  to  kembe  and  tresse  me. 
Aqueynted  am  I,  and  privee  600 

With  Hirthe,  lord  of  this  gardyn. 
That  fro  the  lande  fAlezandryn 
Made  the  trees  fbe  hider  fet, 
That  in  this  gardin  been  y-set  604 

And  when  the  trees  were  woxen  on  highte, 
This  wal,  that  stant  here  in  thy  sights, 
Dide  Mirthe  enclosen  al  abonte ; 
And  these  images,  al  withonte. 
He  dide  hem  bothe  entaQe  and  peynte, 
That  neither  ben  jolyf  ne  queynte,       610 
Bat  they  bea  fdl  of  sorowe  and  wo, 
As  thoa  hast  seen  a  whyle  ago. 

*  And  ofte  tyme,  him  to  solaoe, 
Sir  Mirthe  oometh  into  this  place. 
And  eek  with  him  cometh  his  m^ynee, 
That  liven  in  last  and  jolitee.  616 

And  now  is  Mirthe  thoin,  to  here 
The  briddes,  how  they  singen  dere. 
The  mavis  and  the  nightingale. 
And  other  joly  briddes  smale.  620 

And  thas  he  walketh  to  solace 
Him  and  his  folk ;  for  swetter  place 
To  pleyen  in  he  may  not  finde, 
Althoagh  he  sooghte  oon  in-til  Inde. 
The  alther-fairest  folk  to  see  621; 

That  in  this  world  may  foande  be 
Hath  Mirthe  with  him  in  his  roate, 
That  folowen  him  alwayes  aboate.* 

When  Ydelnesse  had  told  al  this. 
And  I  hadde  herkned  wel,  y-wis,  630 

Than  seide  I  to  dame  Ydelnesse, 
*  Now  al-so  wisly  god  me  blesse, 
Sith  Mirthe,  that  is  so  fiedr  and  free. 
Is  in  this  yerde  with  his  meynee, 
Fro  thilke  assemblee,  if  I  may,  635 

Shal  no  man  weme  me  to-day, 
That  I  this  night  ne  mote  it  see. 
For,  wel  wene  I,  ther  with  him  be 
A  fair  and  joly  oompanye 
Folfllled  of  alle  carte^ye.'  640 

And  forth,  virithoat  wordes  mo. 
In  at  the  wiket  wente  I  tho, 
That  Ydelnesse  hadde  opened  me, 
Into  that  gardin  fair  to  see. 
The  Garden. 

And  whan  I  was  [ther]in,  y-wis,        645 
Myn  herte  was  fU  glad  of  this. 
For  wel  wende  I  fol  sikerly 
Have  been  in  paradys  erth[e]ly  *, 
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So  fiur  it  WBR,  that,  trosteth  wel, 

It  seined  a  place  espirituel.  650 

For  certes,  as  at  my  deyya, 

Ther  is  no  place  in  paradys 

So  good  in  for  to  dwelle  or  be 

As  in  that  Gakdih,  thoughte  me ; 

For  there  was  many  a  brid  singing,     655 

Throoghont  the  yerde  al  thringing. 

In  many  places  were  nightingales, 

Alpes,  finches,  and  wodewales. 

That  in  her  swete  song  delyten 

In  thilke  fplaoe  as  they  habyten.         660 

Ther  mighte  man  see  many  flokkes 

Of  turtles  and  [of]  laverokkes. 

GhaJanndres  fele  saw  I  there, 

That  weiy,  nigh  forsongen  were. 

And  throstles,  terins,  and  mavys,        6^ 

That  songen  for  to  winne  hem  pzys, 

And  eek  to  sormoonte  in  hir  song 

fThese  other  briddes  hem  among. 

By  note  made  fail  servyse 

lliese  briddes,  that  I  yon  devyse ;        670 

They  songe  hir  song  as  faire  and  wel 

As  angels  doon  espirituel. 

And,  trusteth  wel,  whan  I  hem  herds, 

Full  lustily  and  wel  I  ferde ; 

Fbr  never  yit  swioh  melodye  675 

Was  herd  of  man  that  mighte  dye. 

Swich  swete  song  was  hem  among, 

That  me  thoughte  it  no  briddes  song. 

But  it  was  wonder  lyk  to  be 

Song  of  mermay  dens  of  the  see ;  680 

That,  for  her  singing  is  so  olere, 

Though  we  mermaydens  clepe  hem  here 

In  English,  as  in  our  usaunce. 

Hen  clepe[n]  hem  sereyns  in  Fraunca 

Ententif  weren  for  to  singe  685 

These  briddes  that  nought  unkunninge 
Were  of  hir  orafk,  and  appren^ys, 
But  of  [hir]  song  sotyl  and  wys. 
And  certes,  whan  I  herde  hir  song, 
And  saw  the  grene  place  among,  690 

In  herte  I  wez  so  wonder  gay, 
That  I  was  never  erst,  er  that  day, 
So  jolyf,  nor  so  wel  bigo, 
Ne  meiy  in  herte,  as  I  was  tho. 
And  than  wiste  I,  and  saw  f^  wel,      695 
That  Ydelnesse  me  served  wel, 
That  me  putte  in  swich  joUtee. 
Hir  flreend  wel  oughte  I  for  to  be, 
Sith  she  the  dore  of  that  gardyn 


Hadde  opened,  and  me  leten  in.  700 

From  hennesforth  how  that  I  wxooglite, 
I  shal  you  tellen,  as  me  thoughte. 
First,  whereof  Mirthe  served  there, 
And  eek  what  folk  ther  with  him  were, 
Without[e]  £Ekble  I  wol  desciyve.  70^ 

And  of  that  gardin  eek  as  blyve 
I  wol  you  tellen  after  this. 
The  £Eure  fiisoun  al,  y-wis. 
That  wel  [y^]wrought  was  for  the  nones, 
I  may  not  telle  you  al  at  ones :  7>(> 

But  as  I  may  and  can,  I  shal 
By  ordre  teUen  you  it  aL 

Ful  fair  servyse  and  eek  ful  swete 
These  briddes  maden  as  they  seta. 
Layes  of  love,  ful  wel  sowning  7>5 

They  songen  in  hir  jargoning ; 
Summe  highe  and  summe  eek  lowe  aange 
Upon  the  braunches  grene  y-spronge. 
The  sweetnesse  of  hir  melodye 
Made  al  myn  Herte  in  freverdye.  720 

And  whan  that  I  hadde  herd,  I  trowe, 
These  briddes  singing  on  a  rows, 
Than  mighte  I  not  withholde  me 
That  I  ne  wente  in  for  to  see 
Sir  Mirthe ;  for  my  desiring  •      725 

Was  him  to  seen,  over  alle  thing, 
TTiii  oountenaunoe  and  his  manere  : 
That  sighte  was  to  me  fal  dere. 
Sir  Mirthe. 

Tho  wente  I  forth  on  mj  right  hond 
Doun  by  a  lltel  path  I  fond  73^ 

Of  mentes  AO,  and  fenel  grene ; 
And  fiMte  by,  withoute  wene, 
SiK  MiBTBS  I  fond ;  and  right  anoon 
Unto  sir  Mirthe  gan  I  goon, 
Ther-as  he  was,  him  to  solace.  735 

And  with  him,  in  that  lusty  place, 
80  fair  folk  and  so  fresh  hadde  he, 
That  whan  I  saw,  I  wondred  me 
Fro  whennes  swioh  folk  mighte  come. 
So  faire  they  weren,  alle  and  some ;     740 
For  they  were  lyk,  as  to  my  sighte. 
To  angels,  that  ben  fethered  brighte. 
Gladneaae. 

This  folk,  of  which  I  telle  you  so, 
Upon  a  Carole  wenten  tho. 
A  lady  caroled  hem,  that  highte  745 

aiiADVKSss,  [the]  blisfal,  the  lighte ; 
Wel  coude  she  singe  and  lustily, 
Non  half  so  wel  and  semely. 
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And  make  in  song  swioh  rafireininge, 
ft  mi  hii  wonder  wel  to  singo. 
Hir  Tou  fnl  deer  -was  and  fnl  swete. 
9h&  wBB  nought  rode  ne  nnmete, 
Bat  ooothe  y-now  of  swioh  doing 
As  kmgeih  nnto  caroling : 
For  she  was  wont  in  erecy  place 
To  sngen  fint,  folk  to  solace ; 
Bur  singing  most  she  gaf  hir  to ; 
No  exaft  had  she  so  leef  to  do. 

Tho  mightest  thou  caioles  seen, 
And  folk  [ther]  dannoe  and  mery  been,  760 
Aiui  fmake  many  a  ftdr  tonming 
Upon  the  grene  gns  springing. 
Ther  mightest  thou  see  these  floatoars, 
Kixkstimles,  and  eek  jogelonxs, 
That  wel  to  singe  dide  hir  peyne. 
Somme  songe  songes  of  Loreyne ; 
For  in  Loveyne  hir  notes  be 
Fkil  swetter  than  in  this  oontree. 
Ther  was  many  a  timbestere, 
And  si^lours,  that  I  dar  wel  awere 
Conthe  hir  cxaA  ftil  parfltly. 
The  timbres  np  fiil  sotilly 
Th«y  caste,  and  hente[n  hem]  fnl  offce 
Upon  a  finger  fiure  and  sofle, 
That  they  [ne]  &yled  never-mo. 
Fol  fetis  damiselles  two, 
Bi^t  yonge,  and  fdlle  of  semlihede, 
la  kilties,  and  non  other  wede, 
Aad  &iT6  tresMd  eveiy  tresse. 

Bad  Mirthe  doon,  for  his  noblesse, 

Aiiiidde  the  carole  for  to  dannoe ; 

Bat  hermf  ]yth  no  remembrannoe. 

How  that  th^  dannced  queyntely. 

Thsi  oon  wolde  oome  al  prively 

Ag^yn  thai  other :  and  whan  they  were 

Togidie  almost,  they  threwe  y-fere      786 

Hir  moothes  so,  that  through  hir  -phj 

It  Kmed  ss  they  kiste  alway ; 

To  daonoen  wel  conde  they  the  gyse  ; 

Whal  ihidde  I  more  to  yon  devyse  ?     790 

lie  fbede  I  never  thennes  go, 

Whyies  that  I  saw  hem  daunce  so. 
Cnrtesye. 
Upon  the  carole  wonder  faste 

I  ^n  biholde ;  til  atte  lasts 

Ahdy  gan  me  for  to  esi^ye, 

Aad  she  was  cleped  Cnvntsrx, 

Ihe  woTshipfol,  the  dcbonaire ; 

I  pnv  god  etrer  fieUle  hir  faire ! 
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Fal  oorteisly  she  called  me, 
'What  do  ye  there,  bean  sire?*   qnod 
she,  800 

*  Come  [neer],  and  if  it  lyke  yow 
To  dannoen,  dannceth  with  ns  now.' 
And  I,  withonte  taiying, 
Wente  into  the  caroling. 
I  was  abasshed  never  a  del,  80s 

Bat  it  me  lykede  right  wel 
That  Corteeye  me  cleped  so, 
And  bad  me  on  tiie  dannoe  go. 
For  if  I  hadde  dnrst,  certeyn 
I  wolde  have  caroled  right  f«yn,  810 

As  man  that  was  to  dannoe  blythe. 
Than  gan  I  loken  ofte  sythe 
The  shap,  the  bodies,  and  the  chores, 
The  conntenannce  and  the  maneres 
Of  alls  the  folk  that  daonoed  there,     815 
And  I  shal  telle  what  they  were. 
Hirtbe. 

Fal £ur was  Mirthe,  ftil  ongandhigfa; 
A  £Burer  man  I  never  sigh. 
As  roond  as  appel  was  his  face, 
Fal  rody  and  whyt  in  every  place.        820 
Fetys  he  was  and  wel  beseye, 
With  metely  month  and  yen  greye ; 
His  nose  by  mesore  wroaght  Ail  right ; 
Crisp  was  his  heer,  and  eek  fdl  bright. 
His  shnldres  of  a  large  brede,  825 

And  smalJHh  in  the  girdilstede. 
He  semed  lyk  a  portreitnre. 
So  noble  he  was  of  his  statore. 
So  fair,  so  joly,  and  so  fetys. 
With  limes  wroaght  at  poynt  devys,    830 
Deliver,  smert,  and  of  grot  might ; 
Ne  sawe  thon  never  man  so  light. 
Of  berde  nnnethe  hadde  he  no-thing, 
For  it  was  in  the  firste  spring. 
Fal  yong  he  was,  and  meiy  of  thonght, 
And  in  samyt,  with  briddes  wroagh^   836 
And  with  gold  beten  fetisly, 
His  body  was  clad  ftd  riohely. 
Wroaght  was  his  robe  in  strannge  gyse. 
And  al  to-slitered  for  qaeyntyie  840 

In  many  a  place,  lowe  and  hye. 
And  shod  he  was  with  greet  maistrye. 
With  shoon  deooped,  and  with  laas. 
By  draerye,  and  by  solas, 
His  leef  a  rosen  ohapelet  845 

Had  maad,  and  on  his  heed  it  set. 

And  wite  ye  who  was  his  leef? 
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Gladnesse. 
Dame  Gx^adrss  ther  was  him  so  leef, 
That  singeth  so  wel  with  glad  corage, 
That  from  she  was  twelve  yeer  of  age,  850 
She  of  hir  love  graxint  him  made. 
Sir  Mirthe  hir  by  the  finger  hadde 
[In]  daunsing,  and  she  him  also ; 
Gret  love  was  atwixe  hem  two. 
Bothe  were  they  &uxe  and  brighte  of  hewe; 
She  semede  lyk  a  rose  newe  856 

Of  oolonr,  and  hir  flesh  so  tendre, 
That  with  a  brere  smale  and  slendre 
Hen  mighte  it  cleve,  I  dar  wel  fsayn. 
Hir  forheed,  froonceles  al  fplajn.       860 
Bente  were  hir  browes  two, 
Hir  y6n  grey^  and  gladde  also, 
That  langhede  ay  in  hir  semblaunt, 
First  or  the  mouth,  by  oovenannt. 
I  fnoot  what  of  hir  nose  desctyve  ;      865 
So  &ir  hath  no  womman  alyve  .... 
Hir  heer  was  yelowe,  and  deer  shyning, 
I  wot  no  lady  so  lyking. 
Of  orfrays  fresh  was  hir  gerland ; 
I,  whiche  seen  have  a  thousand,  870 

Sangh  never,  y-wis,  no  gerlond  yit. 
So  wel  [y>wroiight  of  silk  as  it. 
And  in  an  over-gilt  samyt 
Clad  she  was,  by  gret  delyt. 
Of  which  hir  leef  a  robe  werde,  875 

The  myrier  she  in  herte  ferde. 
Cixplda. 

And  next  hir  wente,  on  hir  other  qrde. 
The  god  of  Love,  that  can  devyde 
Love,  fas  him  lyketh  it  [to]  be. 
But  he  can  cherles  dannten,  he,  880 

And  maken  folkes  pryde  fiJlen. 
And  he  can  wel  these  lordes  thrallen. 
And  ladies  patte  at  lowe  degree, 
Whan  he  may  hem  to  proade  see^ 

ThisGodof  Loveofhisfiuonn  8^ 

Was  lyk  no  knave,  ne  qnistronn ; 
His  beautee  gretly  was  to  pryie. 
But  of  his  robe  to  devyse 
I  drede  enoombred  for  to  b& 
For  nought  y-dad  in  silk  was  he,         890 
But  al  in  flonres  and  floorettes, 
Y-painted  al  with  amorettes ; 
And  with  losengas  and  sooohoans, 
With  briddes,  libardes,  and  lyoans, 
And  other  beestes  wrought  ftd  weL      895 
His  gamement  was  evaiydel 


T-portreyd  and  y-wrought  with  floures. 
By  dyvers  medling  of  ooloures. 
Floures  ther  were  of  many  gyse 
Y-eet  by  compas  in  assyse ;  900 

Thor  lakked  no  flour,  to  my  dome, 
Ne  nought  so  muche  as  flour  of  brome, 
Ne  violete,  no  eek  pervenke, 
Ne  flour  non,  that  man  can  on  thenke ; 
And  many  a  rose-leef  fnl  long  905 

Was  entermedled  ther«mong : 
And  also  on  his  heed  was  set 
Of  roses  rede  a  chajMlet. 
But  nightingales,  a  ftil  gret  route. 
That  flyen  over  his  heed  aboute,  91U 

The  laves  felden  as  they  flyen  ; 
And  he  was  al  with  briddes  wxyen, 
With  popinjay,  with  nightingale, 
With  chalaundre,  and  with  wodewale, 
With  flnoh,with  lark,andwitharohaniigeL 
He  semede  as  he  were  an  aungel  916 

That  doun  were  comen  fro  hevene  olare. 
Swete-LoUng. 
Love  hadde  with  him  a  bachelere. 
That  he  made  alweyes  with  him  be ; 
SwsTE-LoKiHo  oleped  was  he.  920 

This  baohelere  stood  biholding 
The  daunoe,  and  in  his  honde  holdingp 
fTurke  bowes  two  hadde  he. 
That  oon  of  hem  was  of  a  tree 
Thatberethafmyt  of  savour  wikke;  925 
Ful  oroked  was  that  foule  stikke, 
And  knotty  here  and  there  also, 
And  blak  as  bery,  or  any  ala 
That  other  bowe  was  of  a  plante 
Without  wem,  I  dar  warante,  950 

Ful  even,  and  by  proporoioun 
Tretys  and  long,  of  good  fiisoun. 
And  it  was  peynted  wel  and  thwiten. 
And  oveival  diapred  and  writen 
With  ladies  and  with  baoheleres,  955 

Ful  lightsom  and  [ful]  glad  of  cherea. 
These  bowes  two  held  Swete-Loking, 
That  semed  lyk  no  gadeling. 
And  ten  brode  arowes  held  he  there, 
Of  which  five  in  his  right  hond  were.  94.0 
But  they  were  shaven  wel  and  dight, 
Nokked  and  fethered  »-right ; 
And  al  thcty  were  with  gold  bigoon, 
And  stronge  poynted  eveiiohoon. 
And  sharpe  for  to  kerven  weeL  945 

But  iren  was  ther  noon  no  steel ; 
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For  al  WM  gold,  men  mighto  it  see, 
Oirt-take  the  fethetee  and  the  tree. 
Beatitee. 
The  twifteet  of  these  aiowea  fyve 
Ont  of  a  bowe  fop  to  diyve,  950 

And  heat  [yK^theied  for  to  flee, 
And  faizest  eek,  was  cleped  Beadtsx. 

SImplease. 
That  other  arowe,  that  hurteth  lease, 
Was  deped,  as  I  trowe,  Simplcssx. 

Fraimcbyae. 
The  thxidde  cleped  was  Fraukchtss,    955 
That  fiethered  was,  in  noble  wyse, 
With  valour  and  with  onrte^ye. 

Companye. 
Ihe  finirthe  was  cleped  Con  pakts, 
That  hery  for  to  'f^eten  is ; 
dnt  who40  sheteth  tig;ht,  y-wis,  960 

Hay  therwith  doon  gret  harm  and  wo. 

Falr-Semhlamit. 
The  flfte  of  these,  and  laste  also, 
FiiBpSnfxuiuaT  men  that  arowe  calle, 
The  leeste  grevoos  of  hem  alle  ; 
Yit  can  it  make  a  ftil  gret  wonnde,      965 
Bat  he  may  hope  his  sores  soonde, 
That  hut  is  with  that  arowe,  y-wis ; 
His  wo  the  het  bistowed  i& 
For  he  may  aoner  have  gladnesse, 
His  hmgonr  oughte  be  the  lesse.  970 

Tyye  arowes  were  of  other  gyse, 
That  been  Ail  fonle  to  devyse ; 
For  shaft  and  ende,  sooth  to  telle, 
Wers  al-00  Uak  as  feend  in  helle. 
Pryde. 
The  ihst  of  hem  is  called  Pbtdb  ;      975 

VUanye. 
That  other  arowe  next  him  Uayde, 
It  was  [y>cleped  YrLxim  ; 
That  arowe  was  as  with  felonye 
Savenimed,  and  with  spitons  blame. 


Thethzidde  of  hem  was  cleped  Shaux.  980 

Wanhope. 
The  foorthe,  Waxhopx  cleped  is, 

Hewe-Thoufht 
The  fifte,  the  Kkwk-Thougbt,  y-wis. 
These  arowes  that  I  speke  of  here, 
Were  alle  fyve  fof  oon  manere, 
And  alle  were  thsy  resemblable.  985 

To  hem  was  wel  sitting  and  able 
The  fonle  eroked  bofwe  hJdotis, 


That  knotty  was,  and  al  roynous. 

That  bowe  semede  wel  to  shete 

These  arowes  f^ve,  that  been  nnmete,  990 

Contrarie  to  that  other  fyve. 

Bnt  though  I  telle  not  as  blyve 

Of  hir  power,  ne  of  hir  might, 

Her-after  shal  I  tellen  right 

The  sotha,  and  eek  signiflaonoe,  995 

As  fer  as  I  have  remembraonoe  : 

Al  shal  be  seid,  I  undertake, 

£r  of  this  boke  an  ende  I  make. 

Now  come  I  to  my  tale  ageyn. 
But  alderfirst,  I  wol  yon  seyn  1000 

The  &soim  and  the  oonntenannoes 
Of  al  the  folk  that  on  the  dannce  is. 
The  God  of  Love,  jolyf  and  light, 
Ladde  on  his  honde  a  lady  bright, 
Of  high  prys,  and  of  greet  degree.       1005 

Beantee. 
This  lady  called  was  Bxadtbx, 
t  As  was  an  arowe,  of  which  I  tolde. 
Fal  wel  [y>thewed  was  she  holde ; 
Ke  she  was  derk  ne  broon,  bat  bright, 
And  cleer  as  [is]  the  mone-light,         loio 
Ag^yn  whom  aUe  the  sterres  semen 
But  smale  candels,  as  we  demon. 
Hir  flesh  was  tendre  as  dewe  of  flonr, 
Hir  chore  was  simple  as  byrde  in  hour ; 
As  whyt  as  Ulie  or  rose  in  rys*  1015 

Hir  face,  gentil  and  tretys. 
Fetys  she  was,  and  smai  to  see ; 
No  fwindred  browes  hadde  she, 
Ne  popi>ed  hir,  fbr  it  neded  nought 
To  windre  hir,  or  to  peynte  hir  ought.  1020 
Hir  tresses  yelowe  and  longe  straughten, 
Unto  hir  holes  doun  thsy  raughten  : 
Hir  nose,  hir  month,  and  eye  and  cheke 
Wel  wrought,  and  al  the  remenaunt  eke. 
A  fal  gret  savour  and  a  swote  1035 

Me  fthinketh  in  myn  herte  rote, 
As  helpe  me  god,  whan  I  remembre 
Of  the  fiisoun  of  every  membre  I 
In  world  is  noon  so  &ir  a  wight ; 
For  yong  she  was,  and  hewed  bright,  1030 
fWys,  plesaunt,  and  fetys  withaUe, 
Oente,  and  in  hir  middel  smalle. 
Rlchease. 

Bisyde  Beaute  yede  Bicxxssx, 
t  An  high  lady  of  greet  noblesse, 
And  greet  of  pxys  in  every  place.         1055 
But  who-so  duxste  to  hir  trespaoe, 
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Or  til  hir  folk,  in  fivozde  or  dede, 
He  were  ful  hardy,  out  of  drede  ,* 
For  bothe  she  helpe  and  hindre  may : 
And  that  U  nought  of  yiaterday  1040 

That  riche  folk  have  ftd  gret  might 
To  helpe,  and  eek  to  greve  a  wight. 
The  beste  and  grettest  of  yalonr 
Diden  Biohesse  fal  gret  honour, 
And  hoBy  weren  hir  to  serve ;  1045 

Fbr  that  they  wolde  hir  love  deserve, 
They  oleped  hir  *  Lady,'  grete  and  smalle ; 
This  wyde  world  hir  dredeth  alle ; 
This  world  is  al  in  hir  daungere. 
Hir  court  hath  many  a  losengere,       1090 
And  many  a  tmytoor  envions, 
That  been  fhl  be^y  and  curious 
For  to  dispreisen,  and  to  blame 
That  best  deserven  love  and  name. 
Bifore  the  folk,  hem  to  bigylen,  1Q55 

These  losengeres  hem  preyse,  and  smylen, 
And  thus  the  world  with  word  anoynten ; 
But  afterward  they  fprikke  and  poynten 
The  folk  right  to  the  bare  boon, 
Bihinde  her  bak  whan  they  ben  goon, 
And  fonle  abate  the  folkss  prys.  1061 

Ful  many  a  worthy  man  and  wys^ 
An  hundred,  have  [they]  don  to  dye, 
These  losengeres,  through  flateiye ; 
And  maketh  folk  fhl  straunge  be,       mo6s 
Ther-as  hem  onghte  be  prive. 
Wei  yvel  mote  they  thiyve  and  thee. 
And  yvel  aiyved  mote  they  be. 
These  losengeres,  taX  of  envye ! 
No  good  man  loveth  hir  oompanye.    1070 

Biohesse  a  robe  of  purpre  on  hadde, 
Ne  trowe  not  that  I  lye  or  madde ; 
For  in  this  world  is  noon  it  liche, 
VehjA  thousand  deel  so  riche, 
Ne  noon  so  fair ;  for  it  fVil  wel  1075 

With  orfrays  l^d  was  everydel. 
And  portrayed  in  the  ribaninges 
Of  dukes  stories,  and  of  kinges. 
And  with  a  bend  of  gold  tssselod, 
And  knoppes  fyne  of  gold  fameled.    1080 
Aboute  hir  nekke  of  gentil  entaile 
Was  shet  the  riche  ohevesaile, 
In  which  ther  was  ftd  gret  plentee 
Of  stones  olere  and  bright  to  see. 

Bychesse  a  girdel  hadde  upon,         1085 
The  bokel  of  it  was  of  a  stoon 
Of  vartu  greet,  and  moohel  of  might ; 


For  who-so  bar  the  stoon  so  bright, 
Of  venim  fthurte  him  no-thing  doute, 
While  he  the  stoon  hadde  him  aboute. 
That  stoon  was  greatly  for  to  love,     1091 
And  til  a  riche  mannes  bihove 
Worth  al  the  gold  in  Borne  and  Fiysa 
The  monidaunt,  wought  in  noble  wyse, 
Was  of  a  stoon  ftd  precious,  1095 

That  was  so  fyn  and  vertuous, 
That  hool  a  man  it  ooude  make 
Of  palace,  and  of  tooth-ake. 
And  yit  the  stoon  hadde  suche  a  grace. 
That  he  was  siker  in  evexy  place,        iiou 
Al  thilke  day,  not  blind  to  been. 
That  fasting  mighte  that  stoon  seen. 
The  barres  were  of  gold  fVil  fyne, 
Upon  a  tissu  of  satyne, 
Ful  hevy,  greet,  and  no-thing  light,   1105 
In  everich  was  a  besaunt-wightk 

Upon  the  tresses  of  Biohesse 
Was  set  a  cerde,  for  noblesse, 
Of  brend  gold,  that  fill  lighte  shoon  ; 
So  fiur,  trowe  I,  was  never  noon.         mo 
But  he  were  cunning,  for  the  nones. 
That  coude  devysen  alle  the  stones 
That  in  that  cerde  shewen  dere; 
It  is  a  wonder  thing  to  here. 
For  no  man  coude  preyse  or  gesse        1 1 15 
Of  hem  the  valewe  or  rich  esse. 
Bubyes  there  were,  saphyxes,  'f^jagouncea, 
And  emeraudes,  more  than  two  ounces. 
But  al  bifore,  fill  sotilly, 
A  fyn  carboude  set  sangh  L  1 1x1 

The  stoon  so  deer  was  and  so  bright, 
That,  al-so  sone  as  it  was  night, 
Men  mighte  seen  to  go,  for  node, 
A  myle  or  two,  in  lengthe  and  brade. 
Swich  light  [tho]  sprang  out  of  the  stoon. 
That  Biohesse  wonder  brighte  shoon,  1 126 
Bothe  hir  heed,  and  al  hir  face, 
And  eke  aboute  hir  al  the  place. 

Dame  Biohesse  on  hir  bond  gan  lede 
A  yong  man  ful  of  semelihede,  1 150 

That  she  best  loved  of  any  thing; 
His  lust  was  muche  in  housholding. 
In  clothing  was  he  fVil  fetys. 
And  lovede  wd  have  hors  of  pxys. 
He  wende  to  have  reproved  be  1155 

Of  thefte  or  mordre,  if  that  he 
Hadde  in  his  stable  an  haken^. 
And  therfore  he  de^yred  ay 
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To  been  aqoaynted  with  Bicheaae ; 
Far  al  his  pozpos,  as  I  g««e,  1140 

Was  for  to  make  greet  dispeiue, 
Withonte  warning  or  defenoa 
And  T?irhosae  might  it  wel  sostene, 
And  hir  dispanaes  wal  majntane, 
And  him  al-wey  swiob  plentea  sende  1x45 
Of  fold  and  silver  for  to  spende 
Withonte  lakking  or  daongere, 
As  it  were  poured  in  a  gamare. 
LargaMe. 

And  after  on  the  daonoe  wente 
T..4aBaaB«,  that  sette  al  hir  entente     X150 
For  to  be  honooxable  and  £tae ; 
Of  Aleawndrea  kin  was  she ; 
Hir  moate  joye  was,  y>wis. 
Whan  that  she  yai;  and  seida  ^havathisL* 
Not  Avaiioa,  the  foole  oaptyf,  1 155 

Waa  half  to  giype  so  ententyf, 
As  lAigasM  is  to  yeve  and  spende. 
•^Ad  god  ^nongh  alwey  hir  sonde, 
80  that  the  more  she  yaf  away, 
The  mare,  7*wis,  she  hadde  alw^y.      xi6o 
Gzat  loos  hath  Laigessa,  and  gret  psys ; 
For  botha  wys  folk  and  xaa.wyB 
Wars  hooUy  to  hir  banndon  brought, 
So  wel  with  yiltea  hath  she  wrooi^t. 
And  if  she  hadde  an  enemy,  1 165 

I  trowa,  that  ahe  oonde  craftily 
Maka  him  ftil  sone  hir  fraend  to  be, 
So  large  of  yift  and  ficee  was  she ; 
Thfoeiom  she  stood  in  love  and  grace 
Of  riehe  and  povre  in  eyery  place.      1170 
A  tal  gret  fool  is  he,  y-wis, 
That  botha  riehe  and  nigard  is. 
A  lord  may  have  no  maner  vioa 
Ihat  greveth  more  than  avarice. 
For  nigard  naver  with  strengths  of  bond 
Hmj  winna  him  greet  lordship  or  lond. 
For  A<eendes  al  to  fewe  hath  he  1177 

To  doon  his  wil  perfbormed  be. 
And  -a^io-ao  wol  have  freandes  here. 
He  may  not  holde  his  tresonr  dere.     1180 
For  by  ensampla  I  telle  this, 
Ri^t  as  an  adamaont,  y-wis, 
Gba  drawen  to  him  sotilly 
The  yren,  that  is  If^  therelQ^ 
So  drawath  folkes  hartes,  y-wM,  1185 

Silver  and  gold  that  yeven  is. 

Targease  hadde  on  a  robe  flrewbe 
Of  riehe  pnipnr  i-BMaiaeadia. 


Wel  fonimed  was  hir  &oa  and  olere, 
And  opened  had  she  hir  colore ;  1190 

For  ahe  right  there  hadde  in  present 
Unto  a  lady  maad  present 
Of  a  gold  broche,  AU  wel  wrought. 
And  oertes,  it  misM^t  hir  nought ; 
For  through  hir  smokke,  wrought  with 
■ilk,  1 195 

The  flesh  was  seen,  as  whyt  as  milk. 
Largesse,  that  worthy  was  and  W3^ 
Held  by  the  honde  a  knight  of  inys. 
Was  sib  to  Arthour  of  Bretaigne. 
And  that  was  he  that  bar  the  enseigne 
Of  worship,  and  the  fgonihnoun.         xaot 
And  yit  he  is  of  fwioh  renonn, 
That  man  of  hJm  seye  fhire  thingas 
Bifore  baronns,  erles,  and  hinges. 
This  knight  was  comen  al  newaly       1105 
Fro  toumeyinge  fiwte  l^ ; 
Ther  hadde  he  doon  gret  chivalxye 
Through  his  vertu  and  his  maistrye  ; 
And  for  the  love  of  his  lomTna-tn 
fHad  oast  doun  many  a  doughlyman.  laio 
Fravnchyae. 
And  next  him  dannced  dame  Fraux- 

CBTBV, 

Arrayed  in  tal  noUa  gyse. 

She  was  not  bronn  ne  dun  of  hewe, 

But  whyt  as  snowe  y-fidlen  newe. 

Hir  nose  was  wrought  at  poynt  devyB,xai5 

For  it  was  gentil  and  tretys ; 

With  ^yen  gladde,  and  biowes  bante ; 

Hir  beer  doun  to  hir  heles  wenta. 

And  she  was  simple  as  dowve  on  tree, 

Fol  debonaire  of  herte  was  she.  1220 

She  durste  never  s^yn  ne  do 

But  that  [thing]  that  hir  longed  ta 

And  if  a  man  ware  in  distresse. 

And  for  hir  love  in  hevinesse, 

Hir  herte  wolde  have  ftd  greet  pitee,  1315 

She  was  so  amiable  and  fi«e. 

For  were  a  man  for  hir  bistad. 

She  wolde  ben  right  sore  adrad 

That  she  dide  over  greet  outrage, 

But  she  him  holpe  his  harm  to  aswaga; 

Hir  thoughte  it  ^es  a  vilanjre.  .231 

And  she  hadde  oS  a  snkkenye, 

That  not  of  fhempen  hordes  was ; 

So  fiBtir  was  noon  in  alls  Arrasi 

Lord,  it  waa  ridded  fetysly !  ta$$ 

Thar  naa  nat  foo  poynt,  trewely, 
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That  it  nas  in  his  right  asqyse. 

Ftil  wel  y-clothed  was  Frannohyae ; 

For  ther  is  no  oloth  sitteth  bet 

On  damiselle,  than  doth  roket.  1240 

A  womman  wel  more  tetys  is 

In  roket  than  in  ootOf  y-wis. 

The  whyte  roket,  rideled  fiuroi 

fBitokened,  that  fnl  debonaire 

And  swete  was  she  that  it  here.  1245 

By  hir  dannoed  a  baohelere ; 
I  can  not  telle  yon  what  he  highte, 
Bat  fair  he  was,  and  of  good  highte, 
Al  hadde  he  be,  I  sey  no  more, 
The  lordes  sone  of  Windesore.  1350 

Cortesye. 

And  next  that  dannoed  Gurtbstib, 
That  preised  was  of  lowe  and  hye, 
For  neither  proud  no  fool  was  she. 
She  for  to  daance  called  me, 
(I  pray  god  yeve  hir  right  good  gnkoe !)  1255 
Whan  I  com  first  into  the  placa       • 
She  was  not  nyce,  ne  ontrageoos, 
But  wys  and  war,  and  vertoons. 
Of  faire  speohe,  and  fihire  answere ; 
Was  never  wight  misseid  of  here ;      i960 
She  bar  no  rancour  to  no  wight. 
Oleer  broun  she  was,  and  therto  bright 
Of  face,  of  body  avenaunt ; 
I  wot  no  lady  so  plesaunt. 
She  were  worthy  for  to  bene  1265 

An  emperesse  or  crouned  queue. 

And  by  hir  wente  a  knight  dauncing 
That  worthy  was  and  wol  speking. 
And  ful  wel  ooude  he  doon  honour. 
The  knight  was  fiur  and  stif  in  stour,  1370 
And  in  armure  a  semely  man, 
And  wel  biloved  of  his  lemmaa. 
Ydelnesse. 

Fair  YDSuriessx  than  laugh  I, 
That  alwey  was  me  £Mte  l^. 
Of  hir  have  I,  withouten  &yle,  1375 

Told  yow  the  shap  and  aparayle  ; 
For  (as  I  seide)  lo,  that  was  ahe 
That  dide  me  so  great  bountee, 
That  she  the  gate  of  the  gardin 
Undide,  and  leet  me  panen  in.  laSo 

Toathe. 

And  after  dannoed,  as  I  gesse, 
fYouTHB,  Ailfild  of  Ittstinesse, 
That  nas  not  yii  twelve  yeer  of  age, 
With  herte  wilde,  and  thought  volage; 


Nyce  she  was,  but  she  ne  mente  1285 

Noon  harm  ne  slight  in  hir  entente. 

But  only  lust  and  jolitee. 

For  yonge  folk,  wel  witen  ye, 

Have  litel  thooght  but  on  hir*play. 

Hir  lenmian  was  bi^yde  alw^y,  1390 

In  swioh  a  gyse,  that  he  hir  kiste 

At  aUe  tymes  that  him  liste, 

That  al  the  daunoe  mighte  it  see ; 

They  make  no  force  of  privetee ; 

For  who  spak  of  hem  yvel  or  wel,        1295 

They  were  ashamed  never-a-del. 

But  men  mighte  seen  hem  kisse  there, 

As  it  two  yonge  douves  were. 

For  yong  was  thilke  baohelere. 

Of  beaute  wot  I  noon  his  pere ;  1300 

And  he  was  right  of  swioh  an  age 

As  Youths  his  leef.  and  swich  oorage. 

The  lusty  folk  fthus  dannoed  there, 
And  also  other  that  with  hem  were, 
That  weren  alle  of  hir  m^ynee ;  1305 

Ful  hende  folk,  and  wys,  and  free. 
And  folk  of  ikir  i>ort,  trewely, 
Ther  weren  aUe  comunly. 

Whan  I  hadde  seen  the  oountenaunoes 
Of  hem  that  ladden  thus  these  daunoee. 
Than  hadde  I  wil  to  goon  and  see        1311 
The  gardin  that  so  lyked  me. 
And  loken  on  these  fkire  floreres, 
On  pyn-trees,  oedres,  and  oliveres. 
The  daunoes  than  fy-ended  were ;       1515 
For  many  of  hem  that  dannoed  there 
Were  with  hir  loves  went  «w9y 
Under  the  trees  to  have  hir  pl^y. 

A,  lord !  they  lived  lustily ! 
A  gret  fool  were  he,  sikerly,  1320 

That  nolde,  his  thankes,  swioh  lyf  lede ! 
For  this  dar  I  seyn,  out  of  drede, 
That  who-so  mighte  so  wel  fiure, 
For  better  lyf  fthurte  him  not  care ; 
For  ther  nis  so  good  paradys  1335 

As  have  a  love  at  his  de^^s. 

Out  of  that  place  wente  I  tho. 
And  in  that  gardin  gan  I  go, 
Playing  along  ftil  merily. 
The  God  of  Love  fVil  hastely  1330 

Unto  him  Swete-Loking  depte. 
No  longer  wolde  he  that  fhe  kepte 
His  bowe  of  golde,  that  shoon  so  bright. 
He  fbad  him  bende  it  aaon-ri^t ; 
And  he  taX  sone  [it]  sette  fon  ende,    1335 
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And  at  a  braid  he  gan  it  bende, 
And  took  him  of  his  Bxaweg  fyve, 
Fal  diarpe  and  redy  for  to  dxyve. 
Kgv  god  tiiat  sit  in  magestee 
Fro  deedly  woundes  kepe  me,  1340 

If  80  be  that  he  fwol  me  shete ; 
?or  if  I  with  hie  arowe  mete, 
It  fvFol  me  greven  sore,  y-wis ! 
fiat  I,  that  no-thing  wiste  of  this, 
Wcnte  vp  and  donn  ftil  many  a  w^y,  1345 
And  he  me  folwed  ibste  alwey ; 
Bst  no-wher  wolde  I  reste  me, 
m  I  hadde  al  the  fyerde  in  be. 
The  gardin  was,  by  mesnxing, 
Sight  even  and  sqnar  in  oompaesing;  1350 
It  'vas  as  long  as  it  was  large. 

The  Trees. 
Of  froyt  hadde  every  tree  his  charge, 
But  it  were  any  hidons  tree 
Of  which  ther  were  two  or  three. 
Ther  were,  and  that  wot  I  fial  wel,      1355 
Of  pooigamettes  a  ftd  gret  del ; 
That  is  a  £rayt  fal  wel  to  lyke, 
Kamely  to  folk  whan  they  ben  ^yke. 
And  trees  ther  were,  greet  foisoan, 
That  baren  notes  in  hir  sesoon,  1360 

Saeh  as  men  notemigges  calle. 
That  swote  of  savour  been  withalla 
And  alemandres  greet  plentee, 
Kges,  and  many  a  date-tree 
Ther  wervn,  if  men  hadde  node,  1365 

Thrcnii^  the  *f7erd  in  length  and  brede. 
Ther  was  eek  wezing  many  a  spyoe, 
As  elow-gelofire,  and  liooryoe, 
Oingere,  and  gr^yn  de  fparadys, 
Cknelle,  and  setewale  of  piys,  1370 

And  many  a  spyoe  delitable, 
To  eten  whan  men  lyse  fko  table. 
And  many  hoomly  trees  ther  were, 
That  pechee,  coynes,  and  apples  here, 
lKed]Ma,  phmmes,  peres,  ohesteynes,  1375 
Cheiyw,  of  whiohe  many  on  fayn.  is, 
li'otM,  aleys,  and  bolas, 
That  for  to  seen  it  was  solas ; 
With  many  high  lorer  and  pyn 
Was  ranged  elene  al  that  gardyn ;      1380 
With  eiprea,  and  with  oHveres, 
Of  which  that  nigh  no  plante  here  is. 
"I^ier  were  efanes  grete  and  strongs, 
^plfls,  asshe,  o<^  ash,  jdanes  longe, 
^  tw,  popler,  and  lindes  &iie,        1385 


And  othere  trees  fal  many  a  payre. 

What  sholde  I  telle  yon  more  of  it  ? 
Ther  were  so  many  trefis  yit, 
That  I  sholde  al  encbmbred  be 
£r  I  had  rekened  every  tree.  1390 

These  trees  were  set,  that  I  devyse, 
Oon  from,  another,  in  asayse, 
Five  &dome  or  sixe,  I  trowe  so, 
But  they  were  hye  and  grete  also  : 
And  for  to  kepe  out  wel  the  sonne,      1395 
The  cropfpea  were  so  thikke  y-ronne, 
And  every  bratmch  in  other  f  knet, 
And  Agd  of  giene  leves  fset, 
That  Sonne  mighte  noon  descende. 
Lest  [it]  the  tendre  grasses  shende.     140c} 
Ther  mighte  men  does  and  roes  y-see, 
And  of  sqnirels  fnl  greet  plentee, 
From  bough  to  bough  alwey  leping. 
0>nies  ther  were  also  playing, 
That  oomen  out  of  hir  claperes  1405 

Of  BOndiy  colours  and  maneres, 
And  maden  many  a  tumeying 
Upon  the  fresshe  gras  springing. 
The  Welles. 

In  places  saw  I  wzujeb  there,  . 
In  whiohe  ther  no  frogges  were,  1410 

And  fiur  in  shadwe  was  every  welle ; 
But  I  ne  can  the  nombre  telle 
Of  stremes  smale,  that  hy  devys 
Mirthe  had  don  come  through  oondys. 
Of  which  the  water,  in  renning,  14  r5 

Gan  make  a  noyse  ful  lyking. 

About  the  hrinkes  of  thise  welles, 
And  by  the  stremes  over^  elles 
Sprang  up  the  gras,  as  thikke  y-set 
And  sofbe  as  any  veluOt,  14^0 

On  which  men  mighte  his  lenunan  l^ye, 
As  on  a  fetherbed,  to  pleye,  / 

For  th*ezthe  was  fol  softe  and  swete. 
Through  moisture  of  the  welle  wete 
Sprang  up  the  sote  grene  gras,  1425 

As  &ir,  as  thikke,  as  mister  was. 
But  muohe  amended  it  the  place. 
That  th*erthe  was  of  swich  a  grace 
That  it  of  flonres  had  plente, 
That  both  in  somer  and  winter  be.      1430 

Ther  sprang  the  violate  al  newe. 
And  f^iesshe  pervinke,  riche  of  hewe. 
And  flonres  yelowe,  whyte,  and  rede ; 
Swich  plentee  grew  ther  never  in  mede. 
Fnl  gay  was  al  the  ground,  and  queynt, 
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And  poudred,  as  men  had  it  poynt,     1436 
With  many  a  fresh  and  sondry  flonr, 
That  casten  up  ftil  good  savonr. 

I  wol  not  longe  holde  yon  in  fisbble 
Of  al  this  gaidin  fdeliiable.  1440 

I  moot  my  tonge  stinten  nede, 
For  I  ne^may,  withoaten  drede, 
Naught  tellen  yon  the  beaatee  al, 
Ne  half  the  bountee  therewithaL 

I  wente  on  right  honde  and  on  left  1445 
Aboate  the  plaoe ;  it  was  not  left, 
Til  I  hadde  al  the  "tyerde  in  been, 
In  the  f  estres  that  men  mig:hte  seen. 
And  thus  whyle  I  wente  in  my  pley, 
The  God  of  Love  me  folowed  ay,  1450 

Right  as  an  hunter  can  alQ^e 
The  beste,  til  he  seeth  his  tyde 
To  fshete,  at  good  mee,  to  the  dere, 
Whan  that  him  nedeth  go  no  nere. 

And  so  befil,  I  rested  me  1455 

Be^yde  a  velle,  under  a  tree, 
Which  tree  in  Fraunoe  men  call  a  pyn. 
But,  sith  the  tyme  of  king  Peps^i 
Ne  grew  ther  tree  in  mannes  sig'hte 
So  fair,  ne  so  wel  wose  in  highte ;      1460 
In  al  that  yerde  so  high  -was  noon. 
And  springing  in  a  marble-stoon 
Had  nature  set,  the  sothe  to  telle, 
Under  that  pyn-tree  a  -welle. 
And  on  the  border,  al  withoute,  1465 

Waa  writen,  in  the  stone  aboute, 
Lettres  smale,  that  seyden  thus, 
'  Here  starf  the  fiure  Naxcisus.' 
Narcisaa. 

Narcisus  was  a  baohelere, 
That  Love  had  caught  in  his  danngere. 
And  in  his  net  gan  him  so  streyne,     1471 
And  di0e  him  so  to  wepe  and  jleynsj 
That  nede  him  muste  his  lyf  forgo. 
For  a  £ur  lady,  hight  Echo, 
Him  loved  over  any  creature,  1475 

And  gan  for  him  swioh  peyne  endure. 
That  on  a  tyme  she  him  tolde. 
That,  if  he  hir  loven  nolde, 
That  hir  behoved  nedes  dye, 
Ther  la,y  non  other  remed^  14S0 

But  natheles,  for  his  beautee, 
So  flers  and  daungerons  was  he. 
That  he  nolde  graunten  hir  asUng, 
For  weping,  ne  for  fiur  praying. 
And  whan  she  herde  him  weme  hir  so, 


She  hadde  in  herte  so  gret  wo,  i486 

And  took  it  in  so  gret  dispyt, 
That  she,  withoute  more  respyt. 
Was  deed  anoon.    But,  er  she  deyde, 
Fnl  pitously  to  god  she  preyde,  1490 

That  proude-herted  Naroisus, 
That  was  in  love  so  daungecons, 
Mighte  on  a  day  ben  hampred  so 
For  love,  and  been  so  hoot  for  wo. 
That  never  he  mighte  joye  atteyne ;  1495 
Than  shulde  he  fele  in  eveiy  veyne 
What  sorowe  trewe  lovers  maken, 
That  been  so  fvili^msly  forsaken. 
This  prayer  was  but  resonable, 
Therfor  god  held  it  ferme  and  stable :  1500 
For  Narcisus,  shortly  to  telle, 
By  aventure  com  to  that  welle 
To  reste  him  in  that  shadowing 
A  day,  whan  he  com  firo  hunting. 
This  Narcisus  had  suiAred  paynes       1505 
For  renning  alday  in  the  playnes, 
And  was  for  thurst  in  greet  distrease 
Of  hete,  and  €f£  his  werinesse 
That  hadde  his  bieeth  almost  btnomen. 
Whan  he-was  to  that  wello  y-oomen,  1510 
That  shadwed  was  with  braunohes  grene. 
He  thoughte  of  thilke  water  shene 
To  drinke  and  f^resshe  him  wel  withalle ; 
And  doun  on  knees  he  gan  to  falle. 
And   forth   his   heed   and   nekke   ont- 
straughte  1515 

To  drinken  of  that  welle  a  dzanghte. 
And  in  the  water  anoon  was  sene 
His  nose,  his  mouth,  his  ySn  shene. 
And  he  thecwof  was  al  abasshed ; 
His  owne  shadowe  had  him  bitrasshed. 
For  wel  wende  he  the  foime  see  1521 

Of  a  child  of  greet  beautee. 
Wel  couthe  Love  him  wreke  tho 
Of  daunger  and  of  piyde  also 
That  Narcisus  somtyme  him  here.       1535 
He  quitte  him  wel  his  guerdon  there ; 
For  he  fso  musede  in  the  welle, 
That,  shortly  al  the  sothe  to  telle, 
He  lovede  his  owne  shadowe  so, 
Tliat  atte  laste  he  starf  for  wa  1530 

For  whan  he  saugh  that  he  his  wille 
Mighte  in  no  manor  wey  fblilUe, 
And  that  he  was  so  ikste  caught 
That  he  him  couthe  comfort  naught, 
He  loste  his  wit  right  in  that  plaoe,    1535 
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And  dajde  within  a  litel  spaoe. 
And  thus  his  wuiwran  he  took 
For  the  hidy  that  he  fonodk. 

Ladyeo,  I  pveye  enaample  takeih, 
Te  that  ajteins  your  love  mistaketh  :  1540 
For  if  hir  deeih  be  yow  to -wsrte, 
God  oan  fal  wel  yoar  why le  quyte. 

Whan  that  this  lettxe,  of  whiohe  I  telle, 
Had  tang^ht  me  that  it  was  the  welle 
OfKaraisiisin  hisbeantee,  1545 

I  gan  anoon  withdrawe  me, 
Whan  it  fal  in  my  lemembnomce, 
Thai  him  hitidde  swich  misohaonoe. 

Tha  Welle, 
dot  at  the  laste  than  thoughte  I, 
That  eeathelea,  fnl  sikerly,  1550 

I  mi^te  unto  Tbjb  Wkuuk  go. 
Wherof  sholde  I  abesBhen  so  ? 
Unto  the  welle  than  wente  I  me. 
And  doon  I  lonted  for  to  see 
The  elere  water  in  the  stoon,  1555 

And  eek  the  gravel,  whioh  that  shoon 
Down  in  the  botme,  as  silver  fyn ; 
For  of  the  welle,  this  is  the  fyn. 
In  worid  ia  noon  so  cleer  of  hewe. 
The  water  is  ever  firash  and  newe        1560 
That  weimeth  up  in  wawes  brighte 
The  monntanoe  of  two  finger  highte. 
Aboatan  it  is  gxas  springing. 
For  moiste  so  thikke  and  wel  lyking, 
That  it  ne  m^  in  winter  dye,  1565 

Xo  more  than  may  the  see  be  dxye. 

Down  at  the  botme  set  saw  I 
Two  eristal  stones  oraflely 
In  thilke  firesshe  and  fiiire  welle. 
Bat  o  thing  soothly  dar  I  telle,  1570 

That  ye  wol  holde  a  greet  mervayle 
Whaa  it  is  told,  withoaten  &yle. 
For  wfaan  the  sonne,  cleer  in  sights. 
Gut  in  that  welle  his  hemes  brighte, 
And  that  the  heet  descended  is,  1575 

Than  tsketh  the  cristal  stoon,  y-wis, 
A^Bjn  the  sonne  an  hundred  hewos, 
Bleve,  ydowe,  and  rede,  that  firesh  and 

neveiSb 
Tit  hath  the  merveiloosoxistal  1579 

Swich  strengthe,  that  the  place  overal, 
Bothe  fowl  and  tree,  and  leves  gxene, 
And  al  the  yerd  in  it  is  sene. 
And  for  to  doon  yon  nnderstonde, 
Tomska  enssmpU  wol  I  fonde ; 


Bight  as  a  mironr  openly  1585 

Sheweth  al  thing  that  stant  therby, 
As  wel  the  colour  as  the  figure, 
Withoaten  any  coverture ; 
Bight  so  the  cristal  stoon,  shyning, 
Withoaten  any  disoeyving,  1590 

The  festres  of  the  y^e  acooseth 
To  him  that  in  the  water  mnseth ; 
For  ever,  in  which  half  that  •f-he  be, 
f  He  may  wel  half  the  gardin  see ; 
And  if  he  tome,  he  may  right  wel      1595 
Seen  the  remenaont  everydeL 
For  ther  is  noon  so  litel  thing 
So  hid,  ne  doaed  with  shitting, 
That  it  ne  is  sene,  as  thoogh  it  were 
Peynted  in  the  cristal  there.  1600 

This  is  the  miroor  perilous. 
In  which  the  pronde  Naroisos 
Saw  al  his  face  fair  and  bright, 
That  made  him  sith  to  lye  upright. 
For  who-so  loke  in  that  miroor,  1605 

Ther  may  no-thing  ben  his  socour 
That  he  ne  shal  ther  seen  som  thing 
That  shal  him  lede  into  floving. 
Ful  many  a  worthy  man  hath  it 
Y-falent ;  for  folk  of  grettest  wit         1610 
Ben  sone  caught  here  and  awayted ; 
Withouten  respyt  been  they  bayted. 
Heer  comth  to  folk  of-newe  rage, 
Heer  ehaungeth  many  wight  oorage ; 
Heer  lyth  no  reed  ne  wit  therto ;         1615 
For  Venus  sone,  daun  Cupido, 
Hath  sowen  there  of  love  the  seed, 
That  help  ne  lyth  ther  noon,  ne  reed. 
So  oercleth  it  the  welle  aboute. 
His  ginnes  hath  he  set  withoute         1620 
Bight  for  to  cacche  in  his  panteres 
These  damoysels  and  baoheleres. 
Love  will  noon  other  bridde  cacche, 
Though  he  sette  either  net  or  lacche.  1624 
And  for  the  seed  that  heer  was  sowen, 
This  welle  is  cleped,  as  wel  is  knowen. 
The  Welle  of  Love,  of  verray  right, 
Of  which  ther  hath  ful  many  a  wight 
Spoke  in  bokes  dyversely. 
But  they  shuUe  never  so  verily  1630 

Descripcioun  of  the  welle  here. 
No  eek  the  sothe  of  this  matere, 
As  ye  shulle,  whan  I  have  undo 
The  craft  that  hir  bilongeth  to. 

Alway  me  lyked  for  to  dwelle,  1635 
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To  seen  the  cristal  in  the  welle, 
That  shewed  me  Ail  openly 
A  thousand  thinges  fiiste  l^. 
Bat  I  may  saye,  in  soiy  honre 
Stood  I  to  loken  or  to  poore ;  1640 

For  sithen  [have]  I  sore  fc^ked, 
That  miroor  hath  me  now  entiyked. 
Bat  hadde  I  first  knowen  in  my  wit 
The  vertne  and  [the]  fstrengthe  of  it, 
I  nolde  not  have  moiBed  there ;  1645 

Me  hadde  bet  ben  elles-where  ; 
For  in  the  snare  I  fel  anoon, 
That  hath  fbitraisshed  many  oon. 
The  Roser. 
In  thilke  miroar  saw  I  tho, 
Among  a  thousand  thinges  mo^  i^ 

A  BOBKR  chaiged  ftil  of  roses. 
That  with  an  hegge  aboate  enolos  is. 
Tho  had  I  swioh  last  and  envye, 
That,  for  Pazys  ne  for  Favye, 
Nolde  I  have  left  to  goon  and  see        1655 
Ther  grettest  hepe  of  roses  be. 
Whan  I  was  with  this  rage  hent, 
That  caoght  hath  many  a  man  and  shent. 
Toward  the  roser  gan  I  go. 
And  whan  I  was  not  fer  therfiro,         1660 
The  savoor  of  the  roses  swote 
Me  smoot  right  to  the  herte  rote, 
As  I  hadde  al  embawmed  fbe. 
And  if  I  ne  hadde  endonted  me 
To  have  ben  hated  or  assailed,  16^ 

My  thankee,  -fwolde  I  not  have  fiuled 
To  pnlle  a  rose  of  al  that  roate 
To  bere[n]  in  myn  honde  aboate, 
And  smellen  to  it  wher  I  wente ; 
Bat  ever  I  dredde  me  to  repente,        1670 


And  lest  it  greved  or  for-thooghte 
The  lord  that  thilke  gardyn  wrooghte. 
Of  roses  were  ther  gret  woon. 
So  fairs  fwexe  never  in  roon. 
Of  knoppes  olos,  some  saw  I  there,      1675 
And  some  wel  beter  wozen  were ; 
And  some  ther  been  of  other  moysoon, 
That  drowe  nigh  to  hir  sesoan. 
And  spedde  hem  faste  for  to  sprode : 
I  love  wel  swiohe  roses  rede ;  i68u 

For  brode  roses,  and  open  also, 
Ben  passed  in  a  day  or  two ; 
Bat  knoppes  wilen  fresshe  be 
Two  dayes  atte  leest,  or  three. 
The  knoppes  gretly  lyked  me,  1685 

For  fihirer  may  ther  no  man  see. 
Who-so  mighte  have[n]  oon  of  alle. 
It  ooghte  him  been  fhl  leef  withalle. 
Mighte  I  [a]  gerlond  of  Jiem  geten, 
For  no  ridiesse  I  wolde  it  leten.  1690 

TheKnoppe. 
Among  THX  Ksomw  I  ohees  oon 
So  fidr,  that  of  the  remenannt  noon 
Ne  preyse  I  half  so  wel  as  it, 
Whan  I  avyse  it  in  my  wit. 
For  it  so  wel  was  enlomyned  1695 

With  ooloar  reed,  as  wel  [y>fyned 
As  natare  coathe  it  make  fitire. 
And  it  fhad  leves  wel  fonre  paire. 
That  Kinde  had  set  throogfa  his  knowing 
About  the  rede  frose  springing.  1700 

The  stalke  was  as  risshe  right, 
And  theron  stood  the  knoppe  aprigfat, 
That  it  ne  bowed  upon  no  ^yde. 
The  swote  smelle  sprong  so  wyde 
That  it  dide  al  the  place  aboate —       1705 


FRAaMXNT  B. 


[Line  1705  is  incomplete^  at  the  sentence  htu  no  verb.    Here  the  genttine  portion  endt. 
Line  1706  gives  a  false  ritne^  and  is  hy  another  hand.] 


Whan  I  had  smelled  the  savoar  swote. 
No  wille  hadde  I  fro  thens  jrit  go, 
Bat  somdel  neer  it  wente  I  tho 
To  take  it ;  bat  myn  hond,  for  drede, 
Ne  dorste  I  to  the  rose  bede,  1710 

For  thistels  sharps,  of  many  maneres, 
Netles,  thomes,  and  hoked  breres ; 


fFol  mnche  they  distoarbled  me. 
For  sore  I  dradde  to  harmed  be. 

The  Gkxl  of  Love,  with  bowa  bent, 
That  al  day  set  hadde  his  talent 
To  parsaen  and  to  spyen  me, 
Was  stonding  by  a  fige-trse. 
And  whan  he  savw  how  that  I 
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nad  chosen  so  ententifly  1720 

The  fbotoon,  more  nnto  my  pay 
Tban  any  other  that  I  say. 
He  took  an  arowe  ftil  sharply  whet, 
knA  in  his  bowe  whan  it  was  set, 
He  streight  np  to  his  eie  drongh         1735 
The  stnmge  bowe,  that  was  so  tongh, 
And  shet  at  me  so  wonder  smerte, 
That  throagh  mya  eye  nnto  myn  herte 
He  takel  smoot,  and  depe  it  wente. 
And  ther-with-al  aneh  oold  me  hente. 
That,  nndar  clothes  warme  and  softe,  1731 
jShh  that  day  I  have  dheyered  ofto. 

Whan  I  was  hmt  thus  in  [that]  stoonde, 
I  fd  dcnm  phit  nnto  the  groonde. 
Kyn  herte  failed  and  feynted  ay,        1735 
And  long  tyme  [ther]  a*swone  I  lay. 
Bat  whan  I  com  oat  of  swoning, 
And  hadde  wit,  and  my  feUng, 
I  was  al  maat,  and  wende  Ail  wel 
Of  blood  have  loren  a  fhl  gret  del.       1740 
But  eertee,  the  arowe  that  in  me  stood 
Of  me  ne  drew  no  drope  of  hlood, 
Fkv-why  I  found  my  woonde  al  dreye. 
Tb»a  took  I  with  myn  hondis  tw^e 
The  arowe,  and  fal  fast  out  it  plight,  1745 
And  in  the  imlling  sore  I  sight. 
So  at  the  last  the  shaft  of  tree 
I  droQ^  oat>  with  the  fethers  three. 
But  yet  the  hohed  heed,  y-wis. 
The  wfaiche  Beaatee  callid  is,  1750 

Oan  so  depe  in  myn  herte  pasee. 
That  I  it  mighte  nought  anioe ; 
Bat  in  myn  herte  stille  it  stood, 
Al  Uedde  I  not  a  drope  of  blood. 
I WM  hothe  angttissoas  and  trouble    1755 
For  the  peril  that  I  saw  doable ; 
I  niste  what  to  aeye  or  do, 
^«  gete  a  leehe  my  woondis  fto ; 
For  neithir  thnrgh  gras  ne  rote, 
5«  badde  I  help  of  hope  ne  bote.         1760 
Bat  to  the  botoan  ever>mo 
ICyn  herte  drew ;  for  al  my  wo, 
Ifj  thought  was  in  non  other  thing. 
Fr«  hadde  it  been  in  my  hoping. 
It  wolde  have  brought  my  lyf  agagoi.  1765 
For  toerteinly,  I  dax  wel  seyn, 
The  light  only,  and  the  savoar, 
Alegged  muehe  of  my  langour. 
Than  gm  I  for  to  drawe  me 
Toward  the  botoan  &ir  to  see ;  1770 


And  Love  hadde  gate  him,  in  fa  throwe, 

Another  arowe  into  his  bowe. 

And  for  to  shete  gan  him  dresse ; 

The  arowis  name  was  Simplesse. 

And  whan  that  Love  gan  nyghe  me  nere, 

He  drew  it  up,  withouten  were,  1776 

And  shet  at  me  with  al  his  might, 

80  that  this  arowe  anon-right 

Thourghout  [myn]  eigh,  as  it  was  fonnde, 

Into  myn  herte  hath  maad  a  wonnde. 

Thanne  I  anoon  dide  al  my  crafte      1781 

For  to  draw  en  out  the  shaite, 

And  ther^with-al  I  sighed  eft 

But  in  myn  herte  the  heed  was  left, 

Which  ay  encresid  my  deeyre,  1785 

Unto  the  botoun  drawe  nere ; 

And  ever,  mo  that  me  was  wo. 

The  more  desyr  hadde  I  to  go 

Unto  the  roser,  where  that  grew 

The  fresshe  botoan  so  bright  of  hewe.  1790 

Betir  me  were  have  leten  be ; 

But  it  bihoved  nodes  me 

To  don  right  as  myn  herte  bad. 

For  ever  the  body  must  be  lad 

Afbir  the  herte  ;  in  wele  and  wo,         1795 

Of  force  togidre  they  must  go. 

But  never  this  archer  wolde  fyne 

To  shete  at  me  with  all  his  pyne. 

And  for  to  make  me  to  him  mete. 

The  thridde  arowe  he  gan  to  shete  1800 
Whan  best  his  tyme  he  mighte  espye. 
The  which  was  named  Curte^ye ; 
Into  myn  herte  it  dide  avale. 
A-swone  I  fel,  bothe  deed  and  palo ; 
Long  tyme  I  lay,  and  stired  nought,  1805 
Til  I  abraid  out  of  my  thought. 
And  faste  than  I  avysed  me 
To  drawe[n]  out  the  shafte  of  tree ; 
But  ever  the  heed  was  left  bihinde 
For  ought  I  couthe  pulle  or  winde,     1810 
So  sore  it  stikid  whan  I  was  hit. 
That  by  no  craft  I  might  it  flit ; 
But  angnissous  and  ful  of  thought, 
I  ffelte  such  wo,  my  wonnde  ay  wrought, 
That  somoned  me  alway  to  go  1815 

Toward  the  rose,  that  pleased  me  so ; 
But  I  ne  durste  in  no  manere, 
BicauBO  the  archer  was  so  nere. 
For  evermore  gladly,  as  I  rede, 
Brent  child  of  f^r  hath  muche  drede.  i8ao 
And,  oertis  yit,  for  al  my  peyne, 
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Though  that  I  sigh  yit  arwis  reyne, 
And  groonde  qnareU  sharpe  of  stele, 
Ne  for  no  payne  that  I  might  fele, 
Yit  might  I  not  my-silf  with-holde     1835 
The  faire  roser  to  biholde ; 
For  Love  me  yaf  sich  haxdement 
For  to  ftUfille  his  oommaundement. 
Upon  my  feet  I  roos  np  than 
Feble,  as  a  forwonndid  man  ;  1850 

And  forth  to  gon  [my]  might  I  sette, 
And  for  the  archer  nolde  I  lette. 
Toward  the  roser  fiwt  I  drow ; 
But  thomes  sharpe  mo  than  y-now 
Ther  were,  and  also  thistels  tiiikke,    1835 
•  And  breres,  brimme  for  to  prikke, 
That  I  ne  mighte  gate  grace 
The  rowe  thomes  for  to  passe, 
To  sene  the  roses  fresshe  of  hewe, 
I  must  abide,  though  it  me  rewe,        1840 
The  hegge  abonte  so  thikke  was, 
That  dosid  the  roses  in  oompas. 

Bat  o  thing  lyked  me  right  wele  ; 
I  was  BO  nygh,  I  mighte  fele 
Of  the  botonn  the  swote  odour,  1845 

And  also  see  the  fresshe  colour ; 
And  that  right  gretly  lyked  me, 
That  I  so  neer  fit  mighte  see. 
Sich  joye  anoon  therof  hadde  I, 
That  I  forgat  tey  malady.  1850 

To  sene  fit  hadde  I  sich  delyt, 
Of  sorwe  and  angre  I  was  al  quit, 
And  of  my  woundes  that  I  had  fthar ; 
For  no-thing  lyken  me  might  fmar 
Than  dwellen  l^  the  roser  ay,  1855 

And  thennes  never  to  passe  away. 

But  whan  a  whyle  I  had  be  thar, 
The  Ood  of  Love,  which  al  to-shar 
Myn  herte  with  his  arwis  kene, 
fCaste  him  to  yeve  me  wonndis  grone. 
He  shet  at  me  taX  hastily  1861 

An  arwe  named  Company, 
The  whiche  takel  is  ful  able 
To  make  these  ladies  merciaUe. 
Than  I  anoon  gan  chaungen  hewe      1865 
For  grevaunoe  of  my  wounde  newe, 
That  I  agayn  felin  swoning, 
And  sighed  sore  in  compleyning. 
Sore  I  oompleyned  that  toj  sore 
On  me  gan  greven  more  and  more.     iSjo 
I  had  non  hope  of  allegeaunoe  ; 
So  nigh  I  drow  to  deqwisunoe, 


I  rought  of  dethe  ne  of  lyf, 

Whither  that  love  wolde  me  dzyl 

If  me  a  martir  wolde  he  make,  1875 

I  might  his  power  nought  fonake. 

And  whyl  for  anger  thus  I  wook, 

The  God  of  Love  an  azowe  took  ; 

Ful  sharp  it  was  and  [Ail]  pugnaunt, 

And  it  was  csllid  FBir-Semblaxmt,      1880 

The  which  in  no  wys  wol  oonsente, 

That  any  lover  him  repente 

To  serve  his  love  with  herte  and  alle, 

For  any  peril  that  m^  bifidla. 

But  though  this  arwe  was  kene  grounds 

As  any  rasour  Uiat  is  founds,  1886 

To  cntte  and  kerve,  at  the  paynt, 

The  Ood  of  Love  it  hadde  anoynt 

With  a  precious  oynement, 

Somdel  to  yeve  aleggement  1890 

Upon  the  woundes  that  he  had 

Through  the  body  in  my  herte  maad. 

To  helpe  hir  sores,  and  to  cure, 

And  that  th^  may  the  bet  endure. 

But  yit  this  arwe,  withoute  more,       1895 

Made  in  myn  herte  a  large  sore. 

That  in  ful  gret  peyne  I  abood. 

But  ay  the  oynement  wente  afarood ; 

Throughout  wj  woundes  large  and  wjnle 

It  spredde  aboute  in  every  ^yde ;         1900 

Through  whos  vertu  and  whos  mi^t 

Myn  herte  joyAil  was  and  li^t. 

I  had  been  deed  and  al  to-shent 

But  for  the  precious  Qjmemant. 

The  shaft  I  drow  out  of  the  arwe,       1905 

Boking  for  wo  ri^^t  wondir  narwe ; 

But  the  heed  which  made  me  smeirte, 

Lefbe  bihinde  in  myn  herte 

With  other  fonre,  I  dar  well  say, 

That  never  wol  be  take  away ;  1910 

But  the  oynement  halp  me  wele^ 

And  yit  sich  sorwe  dide  I  fele 

fOf  my  woundes  firesshe  and  newe, 

That  al-day  I  chaunged  hewe, 

As  men  might  see  in  my  visage.  1915 

The  arwis  were  so  iVUIe  of  rage, 

So  variaunt  of  diversitee. 

That  men  in  everioh  mighte  see 

Both  gret  anoy  and  eek  swetnesae, 

And  joye  meynt  with  bittimesae,        1930 

Now  were  they  e^,  now  where  they  wood. 

In  hem  I  felte  both  harm  and  good ; 

Now  sore  without  aleggement, 
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Now  ftofteninir  wifh  oynement ; 

R  foftned  here,  and  fprikked  there,  1935 

Tku  ese  and  anger  togider  were. 

Th«  God  of  LoTO  deliverly 
CWlepand  to  me  hastily, 
iAd  wide  to  me,  in  gret  rape, 
'Teld  thee,  for  thou  maj  not  escape  1 1930 
IU7  BO  defence  a^aile  thee  here ; 
1%eifoTe  I  rede  maik  no  danngez^. 
If  thoa  woH  jelde  thee  hastily, 
TW  Shalt  [the]  rather  have  men^. 
Ht  u  a  fool  in  sikemesse,  1935 

Thftt  with  dannger  or  stoutnesse 
EebeUith  ther  that  he  shnlde  plese ; 
hi  nch  folye  is  litel  ese. 
Be  meek,  wher  thofn  most  nedis  bowe ; 
To  stryve  ageyn  is  nought  thy  prowe. 
Come  at  ones,  and  have  y-do,  1941 

For  I  wol  that  it  be  so. 
Thu  ydd  thee  here  debonairly.' 
^1^  I  SDSwerid  fak  hnmhly, 
'Gladly,  Br;  at  your  bidding,  1945 

I  «ol  me  yelde  in  alle  thing. 
Toyonrservyse  I  yrol  me  take ; 
P«r  god  defende  that  I  shnlde  make 
Afeya  your  bidding  resistenoe  ;    ' 
I«q1  not  doon  so  gret  offence ;  1950 

For  if  I  dide,  it  were  no  skile. 
Ye  maj  do  with  me  what  ye  wile, 
Saworgpille,  and  also  sloo ; 
Fro  ymi  in  no  wyse  may  I  go. 
Kj  lyf,  lay  deth,  is  in  yonr  honde,      1955 
^Bty  not  laste  oat  of  your  bonde. 
H«7n  at  your  list  I  yelde  me. 
Hoping  in  herte,  that  somtyme  ye 
Comfort  and  ese  shnlle  me  sonde ; 
Or  «nja  shortly,  this  is  the  ende,        i960 
^lUKmten  helthe  I  moot  ay  dnre, 
^if  ye  take  me  to  yonr  onre. 
Coioftrt  or  helthe  how  shold  I  have, 
Srth  y«  me  hnrte,  bnt  ye  me  save  f 
^  lielthe  of  flovers  moot  be  fonnde 
Wher^  they  token  ffarste  hir  wonnde. 
And  ifye  list  ofme  to  make  1967 

Yoor  priaoner,  I  wol  it  take 
Of  kerte  and  wil,  Ailly  at  gree. 
HooUy  and  pleyn  I  yelde  me,  1970 

^rthottte  feyning  or  ftyntyse. 
To  be  goremed  by  your  empiy  se. 
Of  you  I  here  so  much  prys, 
Ivolbeahoolatyoardevya  | 


For  to  ftalfille  yonr  lyking  1975 

And  repento  for  no-thing, 

Hoping  to  have  yit  in  som  tyde 

Meroy,  of  that  [that]  I  al^e.' 

And  with  that  oovenannt  yeld  I  me, 

Anoon  donn  kneling  upon  my  knee,  1980 

Frofering  for  to  kisae  his  feet ; 

Bat  for  northing  he  wolde  me  lete. 

And  seide,  *  I  love  thee  bothe  and  preyse, 

Sen  that  thyn  answer  doth  me  ese. 

For  thoa  answerid  so  enrteisly.  1965 

For  now  I  wot  wel  nttirly, 

That  thoa  art  gentil,  by  thy  speche. 

For  thoagh  a  man  fer  wolde  sechef 

He  shnlde  not  finden,  in  oerteyn. 

No  sioh  answer  of  no  vileyn  ;  1990 

For  sich  a  word  ne  mighte  noaght 

lase  oat  of  a  vilayns  thoaght. 

Thoa  Shalt  not  lesen  of  thy  speche, 

For  [to]  thy  helping  wol  I  eche. 

And  eek  enoresen  that  I  may.  1995 

Bat  first  I  wol  that  thoa  obay 

Folly,  for  thyn  avanntage. 

Anon  to  do  me  here  homage. 

And  sithe[n]  kisse  thoa  shalt  my  moath, 

Which  to  no  vilayn  was  never  conth  aooo 

For  to  aproche  it,  ne  for  to  toaohe ; 

For  saof  f  to  cherlis  I  ne  voache 

That  they  shnlle  never  neigh  it  nere. 

For  carteys,  and  of  fair  manere, 

Wel  taoght,  and  ful  of  gentilnesse     2005 

He  maste  ben,  that  shal  me  kisse, 

And  also  of  fnl  high  Araanohyse, 

That  shal  att^yne  to  that  empiyae. 

*  And  first  of  o  thing  warne  I  thee. 
That  iieyne  and  gret  adversitee  aoio 

He  mot  endare,  and  eek  travaile. 
That  shal  me  serve,  withoate  faila 
Bat  ther-ag^ns,  thee  to  oomforte. 
And  with  thy  servise  to  desporte, 
Thoa  mayst  tal  glad  and  joyfol  be     2015 
So  good  a  maist.er  to  have  as  me. 
And  lord  of  so  hif^  renonn. 
I  here  of  Love  the  gonfanoan, 
Of  Gartesye  the  banere  ,* 
For  I  am  of  the  silf  manere,  aoao 

Gentil,  carteys,  meek  and  free  ; 
That  who  [so]  ever  ententif  be 
Me  to  honoare,  doate,  and  serve. 
And  also  that  he  him  observe 
Fro  trespas  and  fro  vilanye,  2025 
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And  him  goveme  in  onrteaye 

With  wil  and  with  entencionn , 

For  whan  he  first  in  my  prisonn 

l8  caaght,  than  mnste  he  nttirly, 

Fro  thennes-forth  ftil  faisUy,  aojp 

Caste  him  gentil  for  to  be, 

If  he  desyre  helpe  of  me.' 

Anoon  withouten  more  delay, 
Withonten  dannger  or  affray, 
I  bicom  his  man  anoon,  2035 

And  gave  him  thankes  many  a  oon, 
And  kneled  doxin  with  hondis  joynt, 
And  made  it  in  my  port  Ail  fquoynt ; 
The  joye  wente  to  myn  herte  rote. 
Whan  I  had  kissed  his  mouth  so  swote, 
I  had  sich  mirthe  and  sich  lyking,     0041 
It  cured  me  of  languisshing. 
He  askid  of  me  than  hostages  : — 
*  I  have,'  he  seide,  *  '{-tan  fele  homages 
Of  oon  and  other,  where  I  haye  been  2045 
f  Disceyved  ofte,  withouten  wene. 
These  felouns,  ftiUe  of  &lsitee, 
Have  many  oythes  bigyled  me, 
And  through  falshede  hir  lust  aeheved, 
Wherof  I  repente  and  am  agreved.     2050 
And  I  hem  gete  in  my  daungere, 
Hir  falshed  shuUe  thsy  l^e  ful  dere. 
But  for  I  love  thee,  I  s^e  thee  pleyn, 
I  wol  of  thee  be  more  oerteyn  ; 
For  thee  tfo  sore  I  wol  now  binde,       2055 
That  thou  away  ne  shalt  not  winde 
For  to  denyen  the  covenaunt, 
Or  doon  that  is  not  avenaunt. 
That  thou  were  faeUs  it  were  greet  renthe, 
Sith  thou  Bomest  so  ful  of  treuthe.'    ao6o 

*  Sire,  if  thee  list  to  undirstande, 
I  merveile  thee  asking  this  demands. 
For-why  or  wherfore  shulde  ye 
Ostages  or  borwis  aske  of  me, 
Or  any  other  sikimesse,  J065 

Sith  ye  wote,  in  sothfeurtnesse, 
That  ye  have  me  fsnrprysed  so, 
And  hool  myn  herte  f  tan  me  fro. 
That  it  wol  do  for  me  no-thing 
But-if  it  be  at  your  bidding  P  3070 

Myn  herte  is  yours,  and  mynright  nought, 
As  it  bihoveth,  in  dede  and  thought, 
Bedy  in  alle  to  worohe  your  wille, 
Whether  so  [it]  tume  to  good  or  ille. 
So  sore  it  lustith  you  to  plese,  3075 

Ko  man  therof  may  you  fdisseise. 


Ye  have  theron  set  sich  justise, 

That  it  is  werreyd  in  many  wise. 

And  if  ye  doute  it  nolde  obeye, 

Te  may  therof  do  make  a  k<^e,  2oik> 

And  holde  it  with  you  for  ostage.' 

*  Now  certis,  this  is  noon  outrage,' 
Quoth  Love,  *  and  folly  I  accord ; 
For  of  the  body  he  is  ful  lord 

That  hath  the  herte  in  his  tresor ;      J085 
Outrage  it  were  to  asken  more.' 

Than  of  his  aumener  he  drough 
A  litel  keye,  fetys  y-nough. 
Which  was  of  gold  polisshed  dere, 
And  seide  to  me,  *  With  this  keye  here 
Thyn  herte  to  me  now  wol  I  shette ;  2091 
For  al  my  jowellis  loke  and  knette 
I  binde  under  this  litel  keye, 
That  no  wight  may  carye  aweye ; 
Thiskeyeisfolof  gretpoeste.'  20^5 

With  which  anoon  he  tonohid  me 
Undir  the  syde  ful  softely, 
That  he  myn  herte  sodeynly 
Without  [al]  anoy  had  spered. 
That  yit  right  nought  it  hath  me  dered. 
Whan  he  had  doon  his  wil  al-out,       aioi 
And  I  had  put  him  out  of  dout, 

*  Sire,'  I  seide,  *  I  have  right  gret  wille 
Your  lust  and  plesaunoe  to  fulfille. 
Loke  ye  xay  servise  take  at  gree,  2105 
By  thilke  feith  ye  owe  to  me. 

I  seye  nought  for  reoreaundyse, 
For  I  nought  doute  of  your  servyse. 
But  the  servaunt  travdleth  in  vi^sme. 
That  for  to  serven  doth  his  payne        21 10 
Unto  that  lord,  which  in  no  wyse 
Oan  him  no  thank  for  his  servyse.* 

Love  seide,  *  Dismaye  thee  nought, 
Sin  thou  for  sucour  hast  me  sought, 
In  thank  thy  servise  woll  take,  2115 

And  high  of  fgree  I  wol  thee  make. 
If  wikkidnesse  ne  hindre  thee ; 
But,  as  I  hope,  it  shal  nought  be. 
To  worship  no  wight  by  aventure 
liay  come,  but-if  he  peyne  endure,      nao 
Al^yde  and  snffre  thy  distrease ; 
That  hurtith  now,  it  shal  be  lease ; 
I  wot  my-silf  what  may  thee  save, 
What  medicyne  thou  woldist  have.- 
Andif  thy  trouthe  to  me  thoukepe,   2125 
I  shal  unto  thyn  helping  eke. 
To  cure  thy  woundes  and  make  hem  oloae. 
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Whep«>  tbflj  be  olde  or  grane ; 

Tboa  fihalt  be  holpen,  at  woidis  fewe. 

For  eerteynly  thou  shaLt  wel  shewe    2130 

Whier  that  thoa  servest  'with  good  wille, 

For  to  oomplitthen  and  ftUfiUe 

Xy  oomaoxkdementis,  day  and  night, 

Whiche  I  to  lovers  yeve  of  right.' 

'  Ah,  aire,  for  goddia  love,'  said  I,    3135 
'  Sr  ye  passe  hens,  ententifly 
Yoar  eomanndementis  to  me  ye  ssy. 
And  I  shal  kepe  hem,  if  I  may ; 
For  hem  to  kepen  is  al  my  thought. 
And  if  so  be  I  wot  them  nought,        2 140 
Than  may  I  [sinne]  xtnwitingly. 
Wherfore  I  pray  you  enterely, 
With  al  myn  herte,  me  to  lere. 
Thai  I  trespasse  in  no  manere.' 

13>e  god  of  love  than  ohargid  me     2145 
Anoon,  as  ye  shal  here  and  see, 
Word  by  word,  by  right  empzyse, 
do  as  the  Bomanoe  shal  devyse. 

The  msist»er  lesith  his  tyme  to  lere. 
Whan  the  disniple  wol  not  here.         2150 
It  is  bat  veyn  on  him  to  swinke. 
That  on  his  leming  wol  not  thinke. 
Who-ao  Inst  love,  let  him  entende. 
For  now  the  Bomanoe  tginneth  amende. 
Xow  la  good  to  here,  in  &y,  9155 

If  any  be  that  can  it  say. 
And  pojnte  it  as  the  zesoun  is 
Set ;  fbfT  other-gate,  y-wis, 
It  shal  nought  wel  in  alle  thing 
Be  brought  to  good  undirstonding ;    2160 
For  a  reder  that  poyntith  ille 
A  good  sentenoe  may  ofte  spille. 
The  book  ia  good  at  the  ending, 
Head  of  newe  and  lusty  thing ; 
For  who-ao  wol  the  ending  hez«,         2155 
The  erafte  of  love  he  shal  now  lere. 
If  thai  he  wol  so  long  abyde, 
Til  I  this  Bomanoe  nu^  unhyde, 
And  undo  the  signiflaunee 
Of  this  drema  into  Bomaonoew  2x70 

The  sothfasfenesBe,  that  now  is  hid. 
Without  eoverture  shal  be  kid, 
Whaa  I  undon  have  this  dreming, 
Wharin  no  word  is  of  leaing. 

*  Yilany,  at  the  biginning,  2175 

I  wul,*  *!  sa^  Love,  *  owr  alle  thing, 
Thou  Icrre,  if  thou  wolt  [not]  be 
FUa,  and  treipassn  ageynes  me. 


I  curse  and  blame  generally 

Alle  hem  that  loven  vilany ;  3180 

For  vilany  makith  vilayn. 

And  by  his  dedis  a  cherle  is  seyn. 

Thise  vilayns  am  without  pitee, 

Frendshipe,  love,  and  al  bounte. 

I  nil  receyve  fto  my  servyse  2x85 

Hem  that  ben  vilayns  of  empryae. 

*■  But  undirstonde  in  thyn  entent, 
That  this  is  not  myn  entendement, 
To  dope  no  wight  in  no  ages 
Only  gentil  for  his  linages.  2190 

But  who-so  [that]  is  vertuous, 
And  in  his  port  nought  outrageous, 
Whan  sich  oon  thou  seest  theo  bifom, 
Though  he  be  not  gentil  bom, 
Thou  nu^yst  wel  seyn,  this  is  fa  soth,  2195 
That  he  is  gentil,  bicause  he  doth 
As  longeth  to  a  gentUman  ; 
Of  hem  non  other  deme  I  ccm. 
For  oerteynly,  withouten  drede, 
A  oherle  is  demed  by  his  dede,  2200 

Of  hye  or  lowe,  as  ye  may  see, 
Or  of  what  kinrede  thiat  he  be. 
Ne  say  nought,  for  noon  yvel  wille, 
Thing  that  is  to  holden  stille ; 
It  is  no  worship  to  misseye.  2205 

Thou  mayst  ensamplo  take  of  Kcyo, 
That  was  somtyme,  for  misseying, 
Hated  bothe  of  olde  and  yiug ; 
As  fer  as  Ghiweyn,  the  worthy, 
Was  preysed  for  his  curtesy,  2210 

Keye  was  hated,  for  he  was  fel. 
Of  word  dispitous  and  cruel. 
Wherfore  be  wyse  and  aqueyntable, 
Goodly  of  word,  and  resonable 
Bothe  to  lesse  and  eek  to  mar.-  2215 

And  whan  thou  comest  ther  men  ar, 
Loke  that  thou  have  in  custom  ay 
First  to  salue  hem,  if  thou  may  : 
And  if  it  falle,  that  of  hem  som 
Salue  thee  first,  be  not  dom,  2220 

But  quyte  him  curteisly  anoon 
Without  abiding,  er  they  goon. 

'  For  no-thing  eek  thy  tunge  applye 
To  speke  wordis  of  ribaudye. 
To  vilayn  speche  in  no  degree  2225 

Lat  never  thy  lippe  unbounden  be. 
For  I  nought  holde  him,  in  good  feith, 
Curteys,  that  foule  wordis  seith. 
And  alle  wimmen  serve  and  preyse, 
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And  to  thy  power  hir  honour  reyse.    2250 
And  if  that  any  missayere 
Dispyge  wunmen,  that  thou  mayst  here, 
Blame  him,  and  biddehimholde  him  stille. 
And  set  thy  might  and  al  thy  -wille 
Wimmen  and  ladies  for  to  plese,         2255 
And  to  do  thing  that  may  hem  ese, 
That  th^  ever  speke  good  of  thee, 
For  so  thoa  mayst  best  preysed  be. 

*  Loke  fro  pryde  thou  kepe  thee  wele ; 
For  thou  mayst  bothe  perceyve  and  fele, 
That  piyde  is  bothe  foly  and  sinne ;   2241 
And  he  that  pryde  hath,  him  withinne, 
Ke  may  his  herte,  in  no  wyse, 

Meken  ne  souplen  to  servyse. 

For  piyde  is  founde,  in  every  part,     224$ 

Ck>ntrarie  unto  Loves  art. 

And  he  that  loveth  trewely 

Shulde  him  contene  jolily, 

Withonten  pryde  in  sondry  wyse, 

And  him  disgysen  in  queyntyse.  2250 

For  quoynt  array,  withouten  drede, 

Is  no-thing  proud,  who  takith  hede ; 

For  fresh  array,  as  men  may  see, 

Withouten  piyde  may  ofte  be. 

*  Mayntene  thy-silf  aftir  thy  rent,    2255 
Of  robe  and  eek  of  gamement ; 

For  many  aythe  fair  clothing 
A  man  amendith  in  mich  thing. 
And  loke  alwey  that  they  be  shape. 
What  gamement  that  thou  shalt  make, 
Of  him  that  oan  [hem]  beste  do,  2261 

With  al  that  perteyneth  therto. 
Foyntis  and  sieves  be  wel  sittand, 
Bight  and  streight  fupon  the  hand. 
Of  shoon  and  botes,  newe  and  faire,    2265 
Loke  at  the  leest  thou  have  a  paire ; 
And  that  they  sitte  so  fetisly, 
That  these  rude  may  uttirly 
Merveyle,  sith  that  they  sitte  so  pleyn. 
How  they  oome  on  or  of  ageyn.  2270 

Were  streite  gloves,  with  faumenere 
Of  silk  ;  and  alwey  with  good  ohere 
Thou  yeve,  if  thou  have  richesse  ; 
And  if  thou  have  nought,  spend  the  lesse. 
Alwey  be  merry,  if  thou  may,  2275 

But  waste  not  thy  good  alway. 
Have  hat  of  floures  fresh  as  May, 
Chapelot  of  roses  of  Whitsonday ; 
For  sich  array  ne  f  cost  but  lyte. 
Thyn  hondis  wash,  thy  teeth  make  whyte, 


And  let'  no  fllthe  upon  thee  be.  22S1 

Thy  nailes  Mak  if  thou  mayst  sea, 

Yoide  it  awey  deliverly, 

And  kembe  thyn  heed  right  jolily. 

f  Fiird  not  thy  visage  in  no  wyse,        2285 

For  that  of  love  is  not  th'empiyae ; 

For  love  doth  haten,  as  I  finde, 

A  beaute  that  oometh  not  of  kinde. 

Alw^  in  herte  I  rede  thee 

Glad  and  mery  for  to  be,  2290 

And  be  as  joyftd  as  thou  can  ; 

Love  hath  no  joye  of  sorowful  man. 

That  yvel  is  fril  of  ourte«ye 

That  flauhwith  in  his  maladye  ; 

For  ever  of  love  the  siknesse  2295 

Is  m^ynd  with  swete  and  bittemessa 

The  sore  of  love  is  merveilous ; 

Fbr  now  the  lover  [is]  joyous, 

Now  can  he  pleyne,  now  oan  he  grono, 

Now  oan  he  singen,  now  makea  mone. 

To-day  he  pleyneth  for  hevinesse,        2301 

To-morowe  he  fpleyeth  for  jolynease. 

The  lyf  of  love  is  ful  oontawie. 

Which  stoundemele  can  ofte  varie. 

But  if  thou  canst  [som]  mirthis  make,  2305 

That  men  in  gree  wole  gladly  take, 

Do  it  goq^,  I  oomaunde  thee  ; 

For  men  sholde,  wher-so-ever  they  be, 

Do  thing  that  hem  [best]  sitting  is, 

For  therof  Cometh  good  loos  and  pria.  2310 

WheiK>f  that  thou  be  vertuous, 

Ke  be  not  straunge  ne  daungerous. 

For  if  that  thou  good  rider  be, 

Prike  gladly,  that  men  may  se. 

In  armesalsoif  thouoonne,  2515 

Pursue,  til  thou  a  name  hast  wonne. 

And  if  thy  voioe  be  fair  and  dere. 

Thou  shalt  maken  no  gret  daungare 

Whan  to  singe  they  goodly  inreye ; 

It  is  thy  worship  for  to  obeye.  2320 

Also  to  you  it  longith  ay 

To  harpe  and  giteme,  daunee  and  pl^y ; 

For  if  he  can  wel  foote  and  daunoe, 

It  may  him  greetly  do  avaunoe. 

Among  eek,  for  thy  lady  sake,  2325 

Songes  and  complayntes  that  thou  make ; 

For  that  wol  *f*meve  [hem]  in  hir  herte, 

Whan  they  reden  of  thy  smerta. 

Loke  that  no  man  for  scarce  thee  holde, 

For  that  may  greve  thee  many-folde,  2330 

Besonn  wol  that  a  lover  be 
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la  his  yiftes  more  large  and  free 

Than  eberles  that  been  not  of  loTing^, 

For  who  ther-of  can  any  tiling, 

He  shal  be  leef  ay  for  to  yere,  4335 

In  f  Loves  lore  who  bo  wolde  leve ; 

For  be  that,  throng^  a  Bodeyn  nght, 

Or  for  a  kianng,  anon-right 

Taf  hool  his  herte  in  -wille  and  thought, 

And  to  him-nlf  kepith  right  nonght,  3340 

Aftir  -fswioh  yift,  is  good  resoon. 

He  yeve  his  good  in  abandoon. 

'  Now  wol  I  shortly  here  zehexoe, 
Of  that  [that]  I  have  seid  in  vene, 
Al  the  sentence  by  and  by,  2345 

In  wocdis  fevn  compendiowsly, 
That  thoB  the  bet  mayst  on  hem  thinke, 
WhetIier«o  it  be  thon  wake  or  winke ; 
For  [that]  the  wordis  litel  gzetre 
A  man  to  kepe,  whanne  it  is  breve.    2350 

'  Who-so  with  Love  wol  goon  or  ryde 
He  BMit  be  corteys*  aa<i  void  of  piyde, 
Xeiy  and  Aille  of  jolite, 
And  of  largesse  alosed  be. 

'F!nt  I  joyne  thee,  here  in  penannoe, 
Thai  ever,  withoate  xepentcumoe,       2356 
Thon  let  thy  thonght  in  thy  loving, 
To  laate  withonte  repenting ;       « 
And  thenke  upon  thy  mirthis  swete, 
That  ahal  fcdowe  aftir  whan  ye  mete.  3360 

*  And  fiir  thoa  trewe  to  love  shalt  be, 
I  wol,  and  [eek]  oomannde  thee, 
That  in  00  plaoe  thou  aette,  al  hool, 
Thjn  herte,  withoaten  halfen  dool. 
For  treeherie,  fin  sikemesse ;  aj/Ss 

For  I  lovede  never  donblenesse. 
To  nany  his  herte  that  wol  depart, 
Zvericbe  shal  have  bat  litel  part. 
Bat  of  him  dx«de  I  me  right  nought, 
That  in  00  plaoe  settith  his  thon^t.  3370 
Thetfoxe  in  00  plaoe  it  sette, 
And  let  it  never  thennes  flette. 
For  if  thoa  yavest  it  in  lening, 
Iholde  it  bat  a  wreeohid  thing: 
Thedoie  yeve  it  hool  and  qoyte,  3375 

And  thoa  ahalt  have  the  more  merite. 
If  it  be  lent,  than  aftir  soon. 
The  bovntee  and  the  thank  is  doon ; 
Bat,  in  lowe,  firee  yeven  thing 
Bcqiiyrith.a  gret  gaerdoning.  9380 

Tere  it  la  jift  al  qoit  Ailly , 
And  make  thy  jrift  debonairly ; 


For  men  that  yift  [wol]  holde  more  dere 

That  yeven  is  with  gladsome  ohere. 

That  yift  nonght  to  preisen  is  2385 

That  man  yeveth,  mangre  his. 

Whan  thon  hast  yeven  thyn  herte,  as  I 

Have  seid  thee  here  [al]  openly, 

Than  aventores  shoUe  thee  &lle, 

Which  harde  and  hevy  been  withalle.  2390 

For  ofte  whan  thoa  bithenkiat  thee 

Of  thy  loving,  wher-so  thoa  be, 

Fro  folk  thoa  most  depart  in  by. 

That  noon  peroeyve  thy  malady, 

Bat  hyde  thyn  harm  thoa  most  alone,2395 

And  go  forth  sole,  and  make  thy  mone. 

Thoa  shalt  no  whyl  be  in  00  stat. 

Bat  whylom  cold  and  whylom  hat ; 

Now  reed  as  rose,  now  yelowe  and  &de. 

Sach  sorowe,  I  trowe,  thoa  never  hade ; 

Cotidien,  ne  [yit]  qaarteyne,  3401 

It  is  nat  so  ftil  of  peyne. 

For  ofte  tymea  it  shal  £alle 

In  love,  among  thy  peynes  alle, 

That  thoa  thy-self ,  al  hoolly,  34)C>5 

Foryeten  shalt  so  utterly, 

That  many  tymes  thoa  shalt  be 

Stille  as  an  image  of  tree, 

Dom  as  a  stoon,  without  stering 

Of  foot  or  bond,  without  speking ;      24x0 

Than,  sone  after  al  thy  peyne, 

To  memorie  shalt  thou  come  agesni, 

A[s]  man  abasshed  wondre  sore, 

And  after  sighen  more  and  more. 

For  wit  thou  wel,  withoaten  wene,     3415 

In  swioh  astat  toX  oft  have  been 

That  have  the  yvel  of  love  asaayd, 

Wher-through  thou  art  so  dismayd. 

'  After,  a  thought  ahal  take  thee  so, 
That  thy  love  is  to  fer  thee  fro  :         3430 
Thou  shalt  say,  "  God,  what  may  thia  be, 
That  I  ne  may  my  lady  see  ? 
Myne  herte  aloon  is  to  her  go, 
And  I  abyde  al  sole  in  wo, 
Departed  fro  myn  owne  thonght,        3435 
And  with  myne  eyen  see  right  nonght. 
Alas,  myn  eyen  faende  I  ne  may, 
My  careftd  herte  to  convey  I 
Myn  hertes  gyde  but  th^  be, 
I  praise  no-thing  what  ever  they  see.  3430 
8hul  they  abyde  thanne  ?  nay  ,* 
But  goon  fvisyte  without  delay 
That  myn  herte  deayreth  so. 
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Par  certeynljf  bat-if  they  go, 

A  fool  my-self  I  may  wel  holde,  2435 

Whan  I  ne  see  what  myn  herte  wolde. 

Wherfore  I  wol  gon  her  to  Men, 

Or  esed  shal  I  never  been, 

Bat  I  have  som  tokening.*' 

Then  gost  thou  forth  withoat  dwelling ; 

But  ofte  thon  faylest  of  thy  de^srre,     2441 

£r  thou  mayst  come  hir  any  nere, 

And  wastest  in  vayn  thy  passage. 

Than  &Ueet  thoa  in  a  newe  rage ; 

For  wante  of  sight  thoa  ginnest  mome. 

And  homward  pensif  dost  retome.     3446 

In  greet  mischeef  than  shalt  thoa  be, 

For  than  agajm  shal  oome  to  thee 

Sighes  and  pleyntes,  with  newe  wo, 

That  no  ioching  prikketh  so.  ^450 

Who  wot  it  nought,  he  may  go  lere 

Of  hem  that  l^yen  love  so  dere. 

*  No-thing  ihyxk  herte  appesen  may, 
That  oft  thoa  wolt  goon  and  assay, 
If  thoa  mayst  seen,  l^  aTentare,         2455 
Thy  lyves  joy,  thyn  hertis  cure ; 
So  that,  by  grace  if  thou  might 
Atteyne  of  hir  to  have  a  sight. 
Than  shalt  thoa  doon  non  other  dede 
Bat  with  that  sight  thyn  eyen  fedel  2460 
That  faire  fresh  whan  thoa  mayst  see, 
Thyn  horte  shal  so  ravisshed  be. 
That  never  thoa  woldest,  thy  thankis,  lete, 
Ne  remove,  for  to  see  that  swete. 
The  more  thou  seest  in  sothftstnesse,  2465 
The  more  thoa  fooveyteet  of  that  swet- 

nesse; 
The  more  thyn  herte  brenneth  in  fyr. 
The  more  thyn  herte  is  in  desyr. 
For  who  oonsidreth  every  del. 
It  may  be  lykned  wondir  wel,  2470 

The  -peyne  of  love,  nnto  a  fere  ; 
For  ever  [the]  more  thoa  nelghest  nere 
fThoaght,  or  who-so  that  it  be, 
For  verray  sothe  I  telle  it  thee, 
The  hatter  ever  shal  thoa  brenne,       3475 
As  experience  shal  thee  kenne. 
Wher-so  [thoa]  oomest  in  any  cost. 
Who  is  next  fyr,  he  brenneth  most. 
And  yit  forsoUie,  for  al  thyn  hete. 
Though  thoa  for  love  swelte  and  swete, 
Ne  for  no-thing  thoa  felen  may,         2481 
Thou  shalt  not  willen  to  passe  away. 
And  thongh  thoa  go,  yet  most  thee  nede 


Thenke  al-day  on  hir  fiurhede, 
Whom  thoa  Uhelde  with  so  good  wills ; 
And  holde  thyself  bigyled  ille,  S486 

That  thoa  ne  haddest  non  hardement 
To  shewe  hir  oaght  of  thyn  entent. 
Thyn  herte  Ail  sore  thou  wolt  dispyse, 
And  eek  repreve  of  oowardyse,  2491) 

That  thoa,  so  dalle  in  eveiy  thinff, 
Were  dom  for  drede,  withoat  speking, 
Thoa  shalt  eek  thenke  thon  dldest  foly, 
That  thoa  wert  hir  so  £ute  by. 
And  dorst  not  aontre  thee  to  say        2495 
Som-thing,  er  thoa  cam  away ; 
For  thoa  haddist  no  more  wonne, 
To  speke  of  hir  whan  thoa  bigonne  : 
Bat  fyit  she  wolde,  for  thy  sake, 
In  armes  goodly  thee  have  take,         1500 
It  sholde  have  be  more  worth  to  thee 
Than  of  tresonr  greet  plentee. 
*  Thns  shalt  thoa  moorne  and  eek  oom- 
pl^yn, 
And  gete  enchesonn  to  goon  agqyn 
Unto  thy  walk,  or  to  thy  place,  2505 

Where  thoa  biheld  hir  fleshly  face. 
And  never,  for  fids  saspeooioan, 
Thoa  woldest  finde  oooasioan 
For  to  gon  onto  hir  hoas. 
So  art  thoa  thanne  desiroas  3510 

A  sight  of  hir  for  to  have, 
If  thon  thine  honoar  mightest  save. 
Or  any  erand  mightist  make 
Thider,  for  thy  loves  sake  ; 
Fal  fayn  thon  woldist,  bat  fbr  drede  2515 
Tlioa  gost  not,  lest  that  men  take  hede. 
Wherfore  I  rede,  in  thy  going. 
And  also  in  thyn  ageyn-ooming, 
Thoa  be  wel  war  that  men  ne  wit ; 
Feyne  thee  other  oanse  than  it  2530 

To  go  that  weye,  or  fitfte  by ; 
To  hele  wel  is  no  folye. 
And  if  so  be  it  happe  thee 
That  thoa  thy  love  ther  mayst  see, 
In  siker  wyse  thoa  hir  salewe,  2535 

Wherwith  thy  ooloar  wol  transmewe. 
And  eke  thy  blood  shal  al  to-qoake, 
Thy  hewe  eek  channgen  for  hir  sakeL 
Bat  word  and  wit,  with  ohere  ftil  pale, 
Shal  wante  for  to  telle  thy  tale.  2530 

And  if  thoa  mayst  so  fer>forth  winne, 
That  thoa  [thy]  resoon  dorst  biginno. 
And  woldist  seyn  three  thingis  or  mo, 
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Then  ahalt  ftd  scursly  aejn  the  two. 
Thoogli  thoo  bithenke  thee  neyer  so  wel, 
Hum  ihalt  foiyete  yit  aomdel,  2536 

Bot-tf  thoa  dele  with  treoherye. 
For  &iM  lovers  mowe  al  folye 
Sc^,  what  hem  lust,  withoaten  drede, 
They  be  so  douhle  in  hir  fUshede ;      2540 
For  they  in  herte  conne  thenke  a  thing 
Afid  Beyn  another,  in  hir  speking. 
And  whaa  thy  speehe  is  endid  al, 
Bi^t  thus  to  thee  it  sfaal  biiU ; 
If  any  word  than  oome  to  minde, 
That  thoa  to  seye  hast  left  bihinde, 
Than  thoa  shalt  hrenne  in  greet  martyr ; 
For  thoa  shalt  brenne  as  any  fyr, 
Thii  is  the  stiyf  and  eke  the  affiray. 
And  the  hataU  that  lasUth  ay. 
This  haig^yn  ende  may  neyer  take, 
Bat-if  that  she  thy  pees  wil  make. 

^And  whan  the  night  is  oomen,  anon 
A  thonsand  angres  shal  oome  npon. 
To  bodde  as  ikat  thon  wolt  thee  dight,  3555 
Where  thoa  shalt  ha^e  bat  smal  delyt ; 
For  whan  thoa  wenest  for  to  slepe, 
So  fdl  of  peyne  shalt  thoa  orepe, 
Sterte  in  thy  bedde  abonte  fhl  wyde, 
And  tnne  fdl  ofte  on  ereiy  syde ;      2560 
Kov  downward  groffe,  and  now  npright, 
And  walowe  in  wo  the  longe  night ; 
Thyna  amis  shalt  thoa  sprede  afarede, 
As  man  in  werre  were  fforwerteyd. 
Than  shal  thee  oome  a  remembrannoe 
Of  hir  shape  and  hir  semblannoe        2566 
Wh«rto  non  other  may  be  pere. 
And  wite  thoa  wel,  withonte  were, 
Thattheeshal  "teeme,  somtyme  that  night, 
that  thoa  hast  hir,  that  is  so  bright,  3570 
Kakad  Utwene  thyn  armes  there, 
Alsothikstnease  as  though  it  were. 
Thoa  shalt  make  eastels  than  in  Spayne, 
And  dreme  of  joye,  al  bat  in  yayne, 
AM  thee  delyten  of  right  nought,       3575 
Wl^l  thoa  so  slomrest  in  that  thought, 
l^is  so  swete  and  delitaUe, 
Thfi  whieh.  In  soth,  nis  but  a  &ble, 
For  it  ne  dial  no  whyle  laste. 
Than  shalt  thou  sighe  and  wepe  fiMte,  3580 
And  say,  "Deie  god,  what  thing  is  this? 
lly  dreme  is  turned  al  amis, 
Which  was  tal  swete  and  apparent, 
Bat  now  I  wake,  it  is  al  shent 


Now  yede  this  mery  thought  away  !    3585 

Twenty  tymes  upon  a  day 

I  wolde  this  thought  wolde  come  ageyn. 

For  it  aUeggith  wel  my  peyn. 

It  makith  me  Axl  of  joyftd  thought, 

It  sleeth  me,  that  it  laetith  noght.      3590 

A,  lord !  why  nil  ye  me  soooure, 

The  joye,  I  trowe,  that  I  langoure? 

The  deth  I  wolde  me  shulde  slo 

Whyl  I  lye  in  hir  armes  two. 

Myn  harm  is  hard,  withouten  wene,  3595 

Ifjr  greet  unese  ful  ofte  I  mene. 

But  wolde  Love  do  so  I  might 

Have  ftilly  joye  of  hir  so  bright, 

My  peyne  were  quit  me  richely. 

Alias,  to  greet  a  thing  aske  I !  3600 

It  is  but  foly,  and  wrong  wening, 

To  aske  so  outrageous  a  thing. 

And  who-so  askith  folily, 

He  moot  be  warned  hastily ; 

And  I  ne  wot  what  I  may  say,  36)5 

I  am  so  fer  out  of  the  way ; 

For  I  wolde  have  fUl  gret  lyking 

And  fol  gret  joye  of  lasse  thing. 

For  wolde  she,  of  hir  gentilnesse, 

Withouten  more,  me  onis  kesse,         3610 

It  were  to  me  a  greet  guerdoun, 

Belees  of  al  my  passioun. 

But  it  is  hard  to  oome  therto ; 

Al  is  but  foly  that  I  do, 

80  high  I  have  myn  herte  set,  3615 

Where  I  may  no  comfort  get. 

fl  noot  wher  I  sey  wel  or  nought ; 

But  this  I  wot  wel  in  my  thought, 

That  it  were  fbet  of  hir  aloon, 

For  to  stinte  my  wo  and  moon,  3630 

A  loke  on  fme  y-cast  goodly, 

fThan  for  to  have,  al  utterly, 

Of  another  al  hool  the  pley. 

A !  lord !  wher  I  shal  hyde  the  day 

That  ever  she  shal  my  lady  be  ?  3635 

He  is  All  cured  that  may  hir  see. 

A  !  god !  whan  shal  the  dawning  spring? 

To  fly  thus  is  an  angry  thing ; 

I  have  no  joye  thus  here  to  ly 

Whan  that  nay  love  is  not  me  by.       3630 

A  man  to  lyen  hath  gret  disese, 

Which  may  not  slope  ne  teste  in  ese. 

I  wolde  it  dawed,  and  were  now  day, 

And  that  the  night  were  went  away ; 

For  were  it  day,  X  wolde  upryse.  36:15 
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A !  slowe  Sonne,  shew  thyn  enpryse  I 
Speed  thee  to  sprede  thy  bemis  Inight, 
And  ohaoe  the  derknerae  of  the  night, 
To  pntte  away  the  stonndes  stronge, 
Which  in  me  huten  al  to  longe."       3640 

'  The  night  shalt  thoa  contene  so, 
Withoute  rest,  in  peynB  and  wo ; 
If  eyer  thoa  knewe  of  love  distresse, 
Thou  shalt  mowe  leme  in  that  siknessa 
And  thus  enduring  shalt  thou  ly,       2645 
And  ryse  on  morwe  up  erly 
Out  of  thy  bedde,  and  ham^ys  thee 
£r  ever  dawning  thou  mayst  see. 
Al  privily  than  shalt  thou  goon, 
What  fweder  it  be,  tby-cilf  aloon,      2630 
For  rejm,  or  lu^^l,  for  snow,  for  slete, 
TUder  she  dwellith  that  is  so  swete. 
The  which  may  tsiile  aslepe  be. 
And  thenkith  but  litel  upon  thee. 
Than  shalt  thou  goon,  ftil  foule  aferd ;  2655 
lioke  if  the  gate  be  unsperd. 
And  waite  without  in  wo  and  peyn^ 
Ful  yvel  a-colde  in  winde  and  reyn. 
Than  shal  thou  go  the  dore  bifore, 
If  thou  maist  fynde  any  score,  a66o 

Or  hole,  or  reft,  what  ever  it  were ; 
Than  shalt  thou  stoui>e,  and  lay  to  ere, 
If  they  within  a-slepe  be ; 
I  mene,  alle  Mve  thy  lady  free. 
Whom  waking  if  thou  mayst  aspye,   2665 
Go  put  thy-silf  in  jupartye, 
To  aske  grace,  and  thee  bimene, 
That  she  may  wite,  withouten  wene, 
That  thou  [a]night  no  rest  hast  had, 
So  sore  for  hir  thou  were  bistad.         2670 
Wommen  wel  ought  pite  to  take 
Of  hem  that  sorwen  for  hir  sake. 
And  loke,  for  love  of  that  relyke, 
That  thou  thenke  non  other  lyke. 
For  fwhom  thou  hast  so  greet  annoy,  3675 
-f-Shal  kisse  thee  er  thou  go  away. 
And  hold  that  in  ttd  gret  deyntoe. 
And,  for  that  no  man  shal  thee  see 
Bifore  the  hous,  ne  in  the  way, 
Loke  thou  be  goon  agejni  er  day.        9680 
Suche  coming,  and  suc^  going, 
Such  hevinesse,  and  such  wi^lking, 
ICakith  lovers,  withouten  wene. 
Under  hir  clothes  pale  and  lene. 
For  Love  leveth  colour  ne  deemesse ;  2685 
Who  loveth  trewe  hath  no  fittnesse. 


Thou  shalt  wel  by  thy-self e  see 
That  thou  must  nedis  assayed  ba 
For  men  that  shape  hem  other  w^ 
Falsly  her  ladies  to  bitray,  J690 

It  is  no  wonder  though  they  be  fat ; 
With  fklse  othes  hir  loves  Uiey  gat ; 
For  oft  I  see  suche  losengeours 
Fatter  than  abbatis  or  priours. 

*  Yet  with  o  thing  I  thee  charge,     3695 
That  is  to  seye,  that  thou  be  laige 

Unto  the  mayd  that  hir  doth  serve. 
So  best  hir  thank  thou  shalt  deserve. 
Teve  hir  jriftes,  and  get  hir  grace, 
For  so  thou  mi^[hir]  thank  purohaoe,a7Qo 
That  she  thee  worthy  holde  and  free, 
Thy  lady,  and  alle  that  may  thee  see. 
Also  hir  servauntes  wonhipe  ay. 
And  plese  as  muche  as  thou  mu^ ; 
Gret  good  through  hem  may  come  to  thee, 
Bicause  with  hir  they  been  priva        2706 
They  shal  hir  telle  how  they  thee  fisnd 
Curteis  and  wys,  and  wel  doand. 
And  she  shal  presrse  [thee]  wel  the  fmare. 
Loke  out  of  londe  thou  be  not  ffeure ;  2710 
And  if  such  cause  thou  have,  that  thee 
Bihoveth  fgon  out  of  contree, 
Leve  hool  thyn  herte  in  hostage. 
Til  thou  agejm  make  thy  passage. 
Thenk  long  to  see  the  swete  thing      2715 
That  hath  thyn  herte  in  hir  k^ping. 

*  Now  have  I  told  thee,  in  what  wyie 
A  lover  shal  do  me  servyse. 

Do  it  than,  if  thou  wolt  have 

The  mede  that  thou  aftir  crave.'         27J0 

Whan  Love  al  this  had  boden  me, 
I  seide  him : — *  Sire,  how  ma^  it  be 
That  lovers  may  in  such  manere 
Endure  the  pejme  ye  have  seid  here  ? 
I  merveyle  me  wonder  £Mte,  2725 

How  any  man  jxmj  live  or  laste 
In  such  peyne,  and  such  brenning, 
In  sorwe  and  thought,  and  such  sighing, 
Ay  unrelesed  wo  to  make, 
Whether  so  it  be  they  slope  or  waka  2730 
In  such  annc^  oontinuely, 
As  helpe  me  god,  this  merveile  I,    * 
How  man,  but  he  were  maad  of  stele, 
Might  live  a  month,  such  peynes  to  fela' 

The  God  of  Love  than  seide  me,       2735 
*  Freend,  by  the  feith  I  owe  to  thee, 
May  no  man  have  good,  but  he  it  Vy. 
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Hw  thing  that  ho  hath  bought  mostdere. 

For  vite  thoa  -wtH,  witlioaten  were,    3740 

In  thank  th«t  thing  is  taken  more, 

For  vhifih  s  man  hath  soffired  aore. 

GotiB,  no  wo  ne  may  attetyne 

Uaio  thd  sore  of  loves  p^yne. 

Son  yrd  therto  ne  may  amonnte,       9745 

Sbnore  than  a  man  [mKy]  oonnte 

Ihe  dropes  that  of  the  water  be. 

Ardxye  as  wel  the  grete  see 

Hoq  mightist,  as  the  harmes  telle 

Of  hem  that  i^th  Ijove  dwelle  2750 

InKfryie ;  tar  p^yne  hem  sleeth. 

And  that  ech  man  wolde  flee  the  deeth, 

And  trove  th^  shwlde  never  escai>e, 

Sen  that  hope  ooathe  hem  make 

&ad  u  man  in  prisoon  set,  2755 

And  may  not  geten  for  to  et 

Batbar^-breed,  and  watir  pure, 

And  Ij«th  in  vennin  and  in  ordnre ; 

With  alle  this,  yit  can  he  live, 

Good  hope  sac^  eomfort  hath  him  yive, 

WUoh  maketh  wene  that  he  shal  be  2761 

BiUvned  and  omne  to  liberte ; 

Ib  iirtime  is  [his]  ftUle  tmst 

Thoogh  he  lye  in  strawe  or  dnst, 

Ib  hope  is  al  his  snsteyning.  9765 

And  ID  for  lovers,  in  hir  wening, 

WUche  Love  hath  shit  in  his  prisoon ; 

6aid>Hope  is  hir  salvaoioon. 

6««d>Hope,  how  sore  that  they  smerte, 

Tivietii  hem  bothe  wille  and  herte      9770 

T»  infra  hir  body  to  martyre ; 

I^H<^  so  sore  doth  hem  deayre 

l^ndEre  ech  harm  that  men  devyse, 

^  joye  that  faltir  shal  aiyse. 

'Hope,  in  desire  [to]  eaoche  victorle ; 
IiHope,ofloveisaItheglorie,  9776 

VorHope  is  al  that  love  may  yive ; 
len  Hope,  tiier  shnlde  no  lover  live. 
Mfid  be  Hope,  which  with  de^yre 
Aiianoeth  lovers  in  such  manere.      3780 
Good-Hope  is  enrteis  for  to  plese, 
^bpe  lovers  from  ai  disese. 
Bape  kepith  his  lond,  and  wol  abyde, 
^any  peril  that  may  betyde ; 
F«  Hope  to  lovers,  as  most  cheef,       97^5 
IMh  hem  endiure(n]  al  misoheef ; 
Bope  it  her  help,  whan  mister  is. 
And  I  ahsl  yeve  thee  eek,  y-wis. 


Three  other  thingis,  that  greet  solas 
Doth  to  hem  that  be  in  my  las.  3790 

*  The  flist[e]  good  that  may  be  foonde, 
To  hem  that  in  my  laoe  be  boonde. 

Is  Swete-Thought,  for  to  reoorde 
Thing  wherwith  thou  oanst  aooorde 
Best  in  thyn  herte,  wher  she  be ;         9795 
■f  Thonght  in  absence  is  good  to  thee. 
Whan  any  lover  doth  oomplejme, 
And  liveth  in  distresse  and  peyne. 
Than  Swete-Thonght  shal  come,  as  blyve, 
Awey  his  angre  for  to  drsrve.  3800 

It  makith  lovers  have  remembraimoe 
Of  comfort,  and  of  high  plesannce, 
That  Hope  hath  bight  him  for  to  winne 
For  Thought  anoon  than  shal  biginne, 
As  fer,  god  wot,  as  he  can  flnde,  2805 

To  mi^e  a  mirronr  of  his  minde  ; 
For  to  biholde  he  w<d  not  lette. 
Hir  person  he  shal  afore  him  sette, 
Hir  langhing  eyen,  persannt  and  dere, 
Hir  shape,  hir  foorme,  hir  goodly  chere, 
Hir  mouth  that  is  so  gracious,  381  r 

So  swete,  and  eek  so  saverons ; 
Of  alle  hir  fetnres  he  shal  take  hede, 
His  ^yen  with  aUe  hir  limes  fede. 

*  Thus  Swete-Thenking  shal  aswage  2815 
The  peyne  of  lovers,  and  hir  rage. 

Thy  joye  shal  double,  withonte  gesse, 
Whan  thou  thenkist  on  hir  aemlinesse, 
Or  of  hir  laughing,  or  of  hir  chere, 
That  to  thee  made  thy  lady  dere.        a8jo 
This  oomfort  wol  I  that  thou  take ; 
And  if  ih0  next  thou  wolt  forsake 
Which  is  not  lease  saverous. 
Thou  shuldist  f  been  to  danngerous. 

*  The  aeoounde  shal  be  Swete-Speche, 
That  hath  to  many  oon  be  leche,        2S16 
To  bringe  hem  out  of  wo  and  were. 

And  helpe  many  a  bachilere ; 

And  many  » lady  sent  socoure. 

That  have  loved  par-amour,  2830 

Throu^  speking,  whan  they  mighten 

here 
Of  hir  lovers,  to  hem  so  dere. 
To  fhem  it  voidith  al  hir  smerte. 
The  which  is  closed  in  hir  herte. 
In  herte  it  makith  hem  glad  and  light, 
Speche,  whan  they  mowe  have  sight.  aB$6 
And  therfore  now  it  cometh  to  minde 
In  olde  dawes,  as  I  finde. 
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That  olerkis  writen  that  hir  knewe, 

Ther  was  a  lady  fresh  of  hewe,  3840 

Which  of  hir  love  made  a  song, 

On  him  for  to  remembre  among, 

In  which  she  seide,  "  Whan  that  I  here 

Speken  of  him  that  is  so  dere, 

To  me  it  voidith  al  [my]  smerte,  2845 

T-wis,  he  sit  so  nere  myn  herte. 

To  apeke  of  him,  at  eve  or  morwe. 

It  Goreth  me  of  al  my  sorwe. 

To  me  is  noon  so  high  plesannoe 

Ab  of  his  i>ersone  daliannoe."  2850 

She  wist  fnl  wel  that  Swete-Speking 

Comfortith  in  fal  mnche  thing. 

Hir  love  she  had  fnl  wel  assayed, 

Of  him  she  was  Ail  wel  apayed  ; 

To  speke  of  him  hir  joye  was  set.         9855 

Therfore  I  rede  thee  that  thou  get 

A  felowe  that  can  wel  oonode 

And  kepe  thy  counsel,  and  wel  hele. 

To  whom  go  shewe  hoolly  thyn  herte, 

Bothe  wele  and  wo,  joye  and  smerte :  2860 

To  gete  comfort  to  him  thoa  go. 

And  privily,  between  yow  two, 

Ye  shal  speke  of  that  goodly  thing. 

That  hath  thyn  herte  in  hir  keping ; 

Of  hir  beante  and  hir  sembLaonce,      2865 

And  of  hir  goodly  coontenaonce. 

Of  al  thy  state  thon  shalt  him  sey, 

And  teske  him  ooonseil  how  thou  may 

Do  any  thing  that  may  hir  plese  ; 

For  it  to  thee  shal  do  gret  ese,  2870 

That  he  may  "vnte  thoa  trust  him  so, 

Bothe  of  thy  wele  and  of  thy  wqu 

And  if  his  herte  to  love  be  set, 

His  oompanye  is  mnche  the  bet, 

For  resonn  wol,  he  shewe  to  thee        2875 

Al  nttirly  his  prlvite ; 

And  what  she  is  he  loveth  so, 

To  thee  pleynly  he  shal  undo, 

Withoute  drede  of  any  shame, 

Bothe  telle  hir  renoun  and  hir  name.  2880 

Than  shal  he  forther,  ferre  and  nere. 

And  namely  to  thy  lady  dere. 

In  siker  wyse ;  ye,  every  other 

Shal  helpen  as  his  owne  brother, 

In  trouthe  withoute  doublenesse,        2885 

And  kepen  doos  in  sikemesse. 

For  it  is  noble  thing,  in  fay, 

To  have  a  man  thou  darst  say 

Thy  prive  counsel  eveiy  del ; 


For  that  wol  comfort  thee  right  wel,  2890 
And  thoa  shalt  holde  thee  wel  apayed. 
Whan  such  a  freend  thou  hast  assayed. 

*■  The  thridde  good  of  greet  comfort 
That  yeveth  to  lovers  most  disport, 
Comith  of  sight  and  Inholding,  2895 

That  depid  is  Swete-Loking, 
The  whiche  may  noon  ese  do, 
Whan  then  art  fer  thy  lady  firo ; 
Wherfore  thou  prese  alwey  to  be 
In  place,  where  thoa  mayst  hir  sa.     2900 
For  it  ia  thing  most  ameroua, 
Most  delitable  and  saverous. 
For  to  aswage  a  mannes  sorowe, 
To  sene  his  lady  laiy  the  morowe. 
For  it  is  a  All  noble  thinge  2905 

Whan  thyn  eyen  have  meting 
With  that  relyke  precious, 
Wherof  they  be  so  desirous. 
But  al  day  after,  soth  it  is. 
They  have  no  drede  to  fsuren  amis,      2910 
They  dreden  neither  wind  ne  reyn, 
Ne  jyit]  non  other  maner  peyn. 
For  whan  thyn  eyen  were  thus  in  blis, 
Tit  of  hir  curtesye,  y-wis, 
Aloon  they  can  not  have  hir  joye,       2915 
But  to  the  herte  they  [it]  convoye ; 
Fisrt  of  hir  blis  to  him  fthey  sende, 
Of  al  this  harm  to  make  an  ende. 
The  eye  is  a  good  messangere, 
Which  can  to  the  herte  in  such  manere 
Tidyngis  sende,  that  [he]  hath  seen,   2921 
To  voide  him  of  his  peynes  deen. 
Wherof  the  herte  reioyseth  so 
That  a  gret  party  of  his  wo 
Is  voided,  and  put  awey  to  flight.        2925 
Bight  as  the  derknesse  of  the  night 
Is  chased  with  derenesse  of  the  mone, 
Bight  so  is  al  his  wo  fnl  sone 
Devoided  dene,  whan  that  the  sight 
Biholden  may  that  firesshe  wight        2^310 
That  the  herte  de^yreth  so, 
That  al  his  derknesse  is  ago  ; 
For  than  the  herte  is  al  at  ese, 
Whan  they  seen  that  [that]  may  horn  plese. 

*  Now  have  I  *tiihee  declared  al-out,  2935 
Of  that  thou  were  in  drede  and  dout ; 
For  I  have  told  thee  feithftdly 
What  thee  may  ouren  utterly, 
And  alle  lovers  that  wole  be 
Feithi^il,  and  fdl  of  stafailite.  2940 
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Good-Hope  alwey  kepe  by  thy  ^de, 
And  Swcfte^ThoQght  make  eek  absrde, 
Svete-LokiBg  and  fiwete-Speche ; 
Of  alle  thyn  harmM  they  ahal  be  leche. 
Oitvery  thou  afaalt  have  greet  plesaunoe ; 
If  thou  canst  byde  in  anfferannoe,      2^6 
And  lervB  -vel  irithofat  ftyntyse, 
Than  ahtlt  be  quit  of  thyn  empxyse, 
With  more  piardoiin,  if  that  thoa  live  ; 
Bat  aX  this  tyme  thie  I  thee  yive.'       9950 

The  Ood  of  Love  whan  al  the  day 
Had  Unght  me,  as  ye  have  herd  8«y, 
And  enfonrmed  oompendioosly, 
Ht  vanished  awey  al  sodoynly, 
And  I  ahme  lefte,  al  sole,  2955 

So  fnl  of  oomploynt  and  of  dole, 
For  I  nw  no  other  man  ther  me  by. 
Uj  woondee  me  greved  wondirly ; 
Me  for  to  enren  no-thing  I  knew, 
Save  the  boUmn  bright  of  hew,  2960 

WWon  was  set  hoolly  my  thought ; 
Of  other  eomfort  knew  I  nought, 
Bot  it  were  through  the  God  of  Love ; 
I  knew  nat  eUes  to  my  bihove 
Tliat  might  me  ese  or  comfort  gete,    2965 
Ba(-if  he  wolde  him  entermete. 

The  roaer  was,  withonte  doate, 
Ckeed  with  an  hegge  withonte, 
Af  je  to-fom  haye  herd  me  seyn ; 
And  liut  I  bisied,  and  wolde  fsyn       ^970 
Have  pssnd  the  haye,  if  I  might 
Here  geten  in  by  any  slight 
Unto  the  botonn  so  £Bdr  to  see. 
But  ever  I  dxadde  blamed  to  be, 
If  Ufen  wolde  have  snspeooioiin  3975 

Thai  I  wolde  of  entenoionn 
Here  itola  the  roses  that  ther  were ; 
T1k«rfora  to  entre  I  was  in  fere. 
But  at  the  Uuit,  as  I  bithooght 
Whether  I  gholde  passe  or  nought,     1980 
I  aw  com  with  a  gladde  ohere 
Tome,  a  faiaty  baohelere, 
Of  |ood  statoze,  and  of  good  hight. 
And  Bialaeoil  forsothe  he  hight 
S(me  he  was  to  Corte^y,  2985 

And  he  me  gxaonted  Ail  gladly 
Ihe  pasnsge  of  the  outer  hoy. 
And  aside  >— *  Sir,  how  that  ye  may 
Pten,  if  [it]  jFonr  wille  be. 
The  frwbn  rooer  for  to  see,  S990 

And  ye  the  swBte  savour  fele. 


Tour  f  warrant  may  [I  be]  right  wele ; 

So  thou  thee  kepe  fro  folye, 

Shal  no  man  do  thee  vilojiye. 

If  I  may  helpe  you  in  ought,  2995 

I  shal  not  feyne,  dredeth  nought ; 

For  I  am  bounde  to  your  servyae, 

Fully  devoide  of  fejmtyse.' 

Than  vuito  Bialaooil  saide  I, 

'  I  thank  you,  sir,  ful  hertely,  3000 

And  your  biheest  [I]  take  at  gree. 

That  ye  so  goodly  prefer  me  ; 

To  yon  it  cometh  of  greet  fratmchyse. 

That  ye  me  prefer  your  servyse.' 

Than  aftir,  ful  deliverly,  3005 

Through  the  breres  anoon  wente  I, 

Wherof  encombred  was  the  hay. 

I  was  wel  plesed,  the  soth  to  say. 

To  see  the  botoun  £ur  and  swote, 

So  freashe  spronge  out  of  the  rote.      3010 

And  Bialaeoil  me  served  wel, 
Whan  I  80  nygh  me  mighte  fele 
Of  the  botoun  the  swete  odour. 
And  so  lusty  hewed  of  colour. 
But  than  a  cherl  (foule  him  bityde  !)  3015 
Bis3rde  the  roses  gan  him  hyde, 
To  kepe  the  roses  of  that  roeer, 
Of  whom  the  name  was  Baonger. 
This  oherl  was  hid  there  in  the  greves, 
Ck>vered  with  grasse  and  with  leves,  3020 
To  spye  and  take  whom  that  he  fond 
Unto  that  roser  pntte  an  bond. 
He  was  not  sole,  for  ther  was  mo ; 
For  with  him  were  other  two 
Of  wikked  manors,  and  yvel  fame.      3025 
That  oon  was  depid,  by  his  name, 
Wikked-Tonge,  god  yeve  him  sorwe  ! 
For  neither  at  eve,  ne  at  morwe, 
He  can  of  no  man  [no]  good  speke , 
On  many  a  just  man  doth  he  wreke.  3030 
Ther  was  a  womman  eek,  that  hight 
Shame,  that,  who  can  reken  right, 
Trespas  was  hir  fadir  name, 
Hir  moder  Besoun ;  and  thus  was  Shame 
[On  lyve]  brought  of  these  ilk  two.      3035 
And  yet  had  Trespas  never  ado 
With  Besoun,  ne  never  ley  hir  by. 
He  was  so  hidous  and  ugly, 
I  mene,  this  that  Trespas  hight ; 
But  Besoun  conceyveth,  of  a  sight,     3040 
Shame,  of  that  I  spak  afom. 
And  whan  that  Shame  was  thus  bom. 
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It  wag  ordeyned,  that  Chastitee 

Shulde  of  the  roser  lady  be, 

Which,  of  the  botoniui  more  and  las,  9045 

With  sondry  folk  assailed  was, 

That  she  ne  wiste  what  to  do. 

For  Ventis  hir  assallith  so, 

That  night  and  day  from  hir  she  stal 

Botoons  and  roses  over-aL  3050 

To  Besoxm  than  prayeth  Chastitee, 

Whom  Venus  fflemed  oyer  the  see. 

That  she  hir  donghter  wolde  hir  lene, 

To  kepe  the  roser  ft-esh  and  grene. 

Anoon  BesoTxn  to  Chastitee  y>ss 

Is  ftilly  assented  that  it  he, 

And  granntid  hir,  at  hir  request, 

That  Shame,  bicanse  she  is  honest, 

Shal  keper  of  the  roser  be. 

And  thns  to  kepe  it  ther  were  three,  3060 

That  noon  shulde  hardy  be  ne  bold 

(Were  he  yong,  or  were  he  old) 

Ageyn  hir  wille  awey  to  ber© 

Botonns  ne  roses,  that  ther  werob 

I  had  wel  sped,  had  I  not  been  3065 

Awayted  with  these  three,  and  seen. 

For  Bialacoil,  that  was  so  fldr, 

So  gracious  and  debonair, 

Quitte  him  to  me  ful  ourteisly, 

And,  me  to  plese,  bad  that  I  3070 

Shuld  drawe  me  to  the  botoun  nere ; 

Prese  in,  to  touche  the  roeere 

Which  bar  the  roses,  he  3^  me  leve ; 

This  graunt  ne  might  but  litel  greye. 

And  for  he  saw  it  lyked  me,  3075 

Bight  nygh  the  botoun  pullede  he 

A  leef  al  grene,  and  yaf  me  that, 

The  which  fVxl  nygh  the  botoun  sat ; 

I  made  [me]  of  that  leef  fhl  queynt. 

And  whan  I  felte  I  was  aquejmt         3080 

With  Bialacoil,  and  so  prive, 

I  wende  al  at  my  wille  had  be. 

Then  wex  I  hardy  for  to  tel 

To  Bialacoil  how  me  bifel 

Of  Love,  that  took  and  wounded  me,  3085 

And  seide  :  *■  Sir,  so  mote  I  thee, 

I  may  no  joye  have  in  no  wyse, 

Upon  no  syde,  but  it  ryse ; 

For  sithe  (if  I  shal  not  feyne) 

In  herte  I  have  had  so  gret  peyne,      3090 

So  gret  annoy,  and  such  affray, 

That  I  ne  wot  what  I  shal  say ; 

I  drede  your  wrath  to  disserve. 


Lever  me  were,  that  knyves  kerve 

Ky  body  shulde  in  pecis  smalle,  3095 

Than  in  any  wyse  it  shulde  fiille 

That  ye  wratthed  shulde  been  with  me.' 

*  Sey  boldely  thy  wille,*  quod  he, 

*  I  nil  be  wroth,  if  that  I  may,  3090 
For  nought  that  thou  shalt  to  me  say.' 

Thanne  seide  I,  *  Sir,  not  you  displese 
To  knowen  of  my  greet  unese. 
In  which  only  love  hath  me  brought ; 
For  peynes  greet,  disese  and  thought, 
Fro  day  to  day  he  doth  me  drye ;        3105 
Supposeth  not,  sir,  that  I  lye. 
In  me  fyve  woundes  dide  he  make, 
The  sore  of  whioha  shal  never  slake 
But  ye  the  botoun  graunte  me. 
Which  is  most  passaunt  of  beautee,    3110 
My  lyf,  my  deth,  and  my  martyrs, 
And  tresour  that  I  most  de^yre.' 

Than  Bialacoil,  affiniyed  all, 
Seyde,  *  Sir,  it  may  not  faU ; 
That  ye  desire,  it  may  not  fiyae.         31 15 
What  ?  wolde  ye  shende  me  in  this  wyse  ? 
A  mochel  foole  than  I  were, 
If  I  suffrid  you  awey  to  here 
The  fresh  botoun,  so  fair  of  sight. 
For  it  were  neither  skile  ne  right       $ttii 
Of  the  roser  ye  broke  the  rind, 
Or  take  the  rose  afom  his  kind ; 
Ye  ar  not  oourteys  to  aske  it. 
Lat  it  stil  on  the  roser  sit. 
And  fgrowe  til  it  amended  be,  3195 

And  parfltly  come  to  beaute. 
I  nolde  not  that  it  pulled  wer 
Fro  the  roser  that  it  ber. 
To  me  it  is  so  leef  and  dere.* 

With  that  sterte  out  anoon  Dacmgere, 
Out  of  the  place  where  he  was  hid.     3 131 
His  malice  in  his  ohere  was  kid ; 
Pnl  greet  he  waa,  and  blak  of  hewe, 
Sturdy  and  hidous,  who-so  him  knewe  ; 
Like  sharp  urchouns  his  here  was  growe, 
His  eyes  frede  as  the  fire-glow ;  5136 

His  nose  frounced  fril  kirked  stood. 
He  com  oriand  as  he  were  wood. 
And  seide,  *  Bialacoil,  tel  me  why 
Thou  bringest  hider  so  boldly  3140 

Him  that  so  nygh  [is]  the  roser  ? 
Thou  worohist  in  a  wrcmg  maner ; 
He  thenkith  to  dishonour  thee, 
Thou  art  wel  worthy  to  have  maogxee 
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Tj)  Iftt«  him  of  the  lomr  wit ;  3145 

Wbo  aareth  a  feloan  is  yvel  quit. 
1^  voldist  haye  doon  greet  botmtee, 
Aad  he  with  shame  -woLde  qnyte  thee. 
Ree  hennes,  felowe  1  I  rede  thee  go! 
It  wtnteth  litel  fl  wol  thee  bIo  ;  3150 

For  BialaooU  ne  knew  thee  nonght, 
Wlian  thee  to  serve  he  sette  his  thought ; 
Fior  tixoa  wolt  shame  him,  if  thon  might, 
B«ie  tg^yn  reooon  and  right. 
I  vol  no  more  in  thee  affpe,  3x55 

"fhai  comest  00  slyghlj  for  tespye ; 
For  it  prereth  wonder  wel, 
Tly  glight  and  treeoim  every  del* 

I  dnnt  no  more  ther  make  abode, 
Fw  the  cherl,  he  waa  so  wode ;  3160 

So  gan  he  threien  and  manaoe, 
Aad  thtugfa  the  haye  he  did  me  chaoe. 
For  Uer  of  him  I  tremhlid  and  qnook, 
SocherlisMy  hia  heed  he  shook  ; 
AAd  Kide,  if  eft  he  might  me  take,     3165 
I  itmlde  not  from  his  hondis  scape. 

Than  Blalaooil  is  fled  and  mate, 
And  lal  sole,  disconsolate, 
^is  left  akwn  in  p^yne  and  thought ; 
F<ir8hame,  to  deth  I  was  nygh  hronght. 
Tltta  thought  I  on  myn  high  fbly,      3171 
Ho«'  that  my  body,  utterly, 
Wm  jnevB  to  p^yne  and  to  martyre ; 
And  therto  hadde  I  so  gret  yre, 
T^  I  ne  durst  the  hayes  passe-;         3x75 
"^^^fn  vas  non  hope,  there  was  no  grace. 
I  trove  never  man  wiste  of  peyne, 
B«t  h«  were  laced  in  Loves  cheyne ; 
^t  no  man  [wot],  and  sooth  it  is, 
^-if  he  love,  what  anger  is.  3 180 

I^>V9  hddith  his  heest  to  me  right  wele, 
^^^  peyne  he  seide  I  shulde  fele. 
Son  hate  may  thenke,  ne  tonge  s^yne, 
A  quarter  of  my  wo  and  p«yne. 
I  ai^t  not  with  the  ang«r  laste ;      3 185 
^jn  hfltte  in  poynt  was  for  to  braste, 
^^^  I  thought  on  the  rose,  that  so 
^u  through  Dannger  east  me  fro. 
A  long  whyl  stood  I  in  that  state, 
T3  that  me  sang-h  so  mad  and  mate  3x90 
^  lady  of  the  highe  ward, 
Which  from  hir  tour  lokid  thiderward. 
hnan  men  elepe  that  lady, 
'Hueh  from  hir  tour  deliverly 
Cw&e  doun  to  me  withouten  more.      3195 


But  she  was  neither  yong,  ne  hore, 

Ne  high  ne  low,  ne  fiat  ne  leae. 

But  beat,  as  it  were  in  a  mene. 

Hir  eyen  two  were  oleer  and  light 

As  any  candel  that  brenneth  bright ;  3arx> 

And  on  hir  heed  she  hadde  a  crown. 

Hir  semede  wel  an  high  persoun  ; 

For  ronnde  envixoun,  hir  prownet 

Was  fhl  of  riche  stonis  fretw 

Hir  goodly  semblaunt,  by  devys,         3905 

I  trowe  were  maad  in  paradys ; 

fHature  had  never  saph  a  grace, 

To  forge  a  werk  of  sqch  oomiiace. 

For  oerteyn,  fbut  the  letter  lye, 

God  him-silf,  that  is  so  high,  33x0 

Made  hir  afbir  his  ^mage, 

And  yaf  hir  sith  fioh  avauntage, 

That  she  hath  might  and  seignoxye 

To  kepe  men  from  al  folye ; 

Who-so  wole  trowe  hir  lore,  3'2i5 

Ne  may  offenden  nevermore. 

And  whyl  I  ptood  thus  derk  and  pale, 
Besoun  bigan  to  me  hir  tale ; 
She  seide  :  *  Al  hayl,  my  swete  firend ! 
Fely  and  childhood  wol  thee  shend,   3230 
Which  thee  have  put  in  greet  affray ; 
Thon  hast  bought  dere  the  tyme  of  May, 
That  made  thyn  herte  mery  to  be. 
In  yvel  ^yme  thou  wentist  to  see 
The  gardin,  wherof  Tdilnesse  3225 

Bar  the  keye,  and  was  maistresse 
Whan  thoii  yedest  in  the  daunce 
With  hir,  and  hadde[Bt]  aqueyntaunce  : 
Hir  aqneyntaunoe  is  perilous, 
Sixst  sofbe,  and  aftix(waid]  noyous ;    3230 
She  hath  [thee]  trasshed,  withoute  ween  ; 
The  Qod  of  Love  had  thee  not  seen, 
Ne  hadde  Tdilnesse  thee  conveyed 
In  the  verger  where  Mirthe  him  pleyed. 
If  Foly  have  supprised  thee,  3235 

Do  so  that  it  recovered  be  ; 
And  be  wel  war  to  take  no  more 
Counsel,  that  greveth  aftir  sore ; 
He  is  wys  that  wol  himsilf  chastyse. 
And  though  a  young  man  in  any  wyse 
Trespace  among,  and  do  foly,  3241 

Lat  him  not  taxye,  but  hastily 
Lat  him  amende  what  bo  be  mia. 
And  eek  I  counseile  thee,  y-wis, 
The  God  of  Love  hooUy  foryet,  3245 

That  hath  thee  in  sich  p^yne  set, 
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And  thee  in  herte  tormented  so. 

I  can  nat  seen  how  thoa  maj^  ^o 

Other  weyes  to  gariaonn  : 

For  Dannger,  that  is  so  felonn,  3250 

Felly  porposith  thee  to  -werrey, 

Which  is  fal  omeL,  the  00th  to  sey. 

'  And  yit  of  Dannger  oometh  no  blame, 
In  reward  of  my  donghter  Shames 
Which  hath  the  roses  in  hir  warde,    3255 
As  she  that  may  be  no  mosarde. 
And  Wikked-Tonge  is  with  these  two, 
That  snifrith  no  man  thider  go ; 
For  er  a  thing  be  do,  he  shal. 
Where  that  he  cometh,  over-al,  3360 

In  fonrty  places,  if  it  be  songht, 
Seye   thing   that  neyer    was   doon   ne 

wrought ; 
So  moohe  tresonn  is  in  his  male. 
Of  fiEOsnesse  for  to  ffeyne  a  tale. 
Tliba  delest  with  angry  folk,  y-wia ;    3265 
Wherfor  to  thee  [it]  bettir  is 
From  these  folk  awey  to  fare, 
For  they  wol  make  tiiee  live  in  oara 
This  is  the  yvel  that  Love  they  calle, 
Wherin  ther  is  bat  foly  alle,  3270 

For  love  is  foly  evorydel ; 
Who  loveth,  in  no  wyse  may  do  wel, 
Ke  sette  his  thought  on  no  good  werk. 
His  soole  he  lesith,  if  he  fbe  clerk ; 
Of  other  craft  eek  if  he  be,  3^ 

He  shal  not  thiyve  therin  ;  for  he 
In  love  shal  have  more  passioun 
Than  monke,  hermyte,  or  ohanonxu 
The  peyne  is  hard,  out  of  mesure. 
The  joye  may  eek  no  whyl  endure ;     3380 
And  in  the  poeseosioun 
Is  muche  tribulacioun ; 
The  joye  it  is  so  short-lasting, 
And  but  in  happe  is  the  gating ; 
For  I  see  ther  many  in  travaille,         3285 
That  atte  laste  foule  fiByle. 
I  was  no-thing  thy  counseler, 
Whan  thou  were  maad  the  homager 
Of  God  of  Love  to  hastily ; 
Ther  was  no  wisdom,  but  foly.  3390 

Thyn  herte  was  joly,  but  not  sage, 
Whan  thou  were  brought  in  sich  a  zage, 
To  yelde  thee  so  redily, 
And  to  Love,  of  his  gret  maistry. 

^  I  rede  thee  Love  awey  to  dryve,     3395 
That  makith  thee  reoohe  not  of  thy  lyve. 


The  foly  more  firo  day  to  day 
Shal  growe,  but  thou  it  putte  away. 
Take  with  thy  teeth  the  bridel  fasfce, 
To  daunte  thyn  herte ;  and  eek  thee  caste. 
If  that  thou  mayst,  to  gete  f  defence  3301 
For  to  redresse  thy  first  o£fenoe. 
Who-so  his  herte  alwey  wol  leva, 
Shal  finde  among  that  shal  him  greveu* 

Whan  I  hir  herd  thus  me  ohastyse,  3305 
I  answerd  in  ful  angiy  wyse. 
I  prayed  hir  cessen  of  hir  speohe, 
Outher  to  chastyse  me  or  teche. 
To  bidde  me  my  thought  refreyne. 
Which    Love   hath   caught   in  his  de- 
meyne : —  33«o 

*■  What  ?  wene  ye  Love  wol  consent, 
That  me  assaiUth  with  bowe  bent, 
To  draw  myn  herte  out  of  his  honde. 
Which  is  so  quikly  in  his  bonde  ? 
That  ye  counsayle,  toby  never  be ;       3315 
For  whan  he  first  arested  me, 
He  took  myn  herte  so  hool  him  til, 
That  it  is  no-thing  at  my  wil ; 
He  ftaughte  it  so  him  for  to  ob^, 
That  he  it  sparred  with  a  k^.  3330 

I  pray  yow  lat  me  be  al  stilla 
For  ye  may  wel,  if  that  ye  wille. 
Your  wordls  waste  in  idilnesse ; 
For  utterly,  withonten  gesse, 
Al  that  ye  seyn  is  but  in  v^yne.  3335 

Me  were  lever  dye  in  the  peyne. 
Than  Love  to  me-ward  shulde  arette 
Falsheed,  or  tresoun  on  me  sette. 
I  wol  me  gete  piys  or  blame, 
And  love  trewe,  to  save  my  name ;     333P 
fWho  me  chastysith,  I  him  hate.' 

With  that  word  Besoun  wente  hir  gate. 
Whan  she  saugh  for  no  sermoning 
She  might  me  fro  my  foly  bring. 
Than  dismayed,  I  lefte  al  sool,  5335 

Forwety,  forwandred  as  a  fool, 
For  I  ne  knew  no  fohevisaunoe. 
Than  fel.into  my  remembraunoe, 
How  Love  bade  me  to  purveys 
A  felowe,  to  whom  I  mighte  seye        3340 
My  counsel  and  my  privete, 
For  that  shulde  mucUie  availe  me. 
With  that  bithought  I  me,  that  I 
Hadde  a  felowe  faste  by, 
Trewe  and  siker,  curteys,  and  hend,  3545 
And  he  was  called  hy  name  a  Freend ; 
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A  ii«f«v  fekme  was  no-wheor  noon. 

Ii  kaike  U>  him  I  wente  anoon. 

Aid  to  him  al  my  -wo  I  tolde, 

Pm  him  ri^t  noaght  I  wold  withholde. 

Itdde  him  al  wiihoaie  were,  3351 

Aad  ottde  my  oompleynt  on  Danngere, 

H4V  fin-  to  Me  he  was  hidoos, 

Aid  to-me-vard  eontrarioos ; 

Ike  whiche  through  his  craelte  3355 

Wac  in  pojnt  to  haye  meygned  me ; 

Witlk  Bialaooil  whan  lie  me  sey 

Within  the  gardyn  walke  and  pley, 

heme  he  made  him  for  to  go, 

Aad  I  bOefte  aloon  in  wo ;  3360 

Iifaust  no lenger  with  him  speke, 

For  Dumber  seide  he  w<dde  be  wreke, 

Whan  that  he  sawe  how  I  wente 

IheCnadie  botoon  fix  to  hente. 

If  I  vere  hardy  to  come  neer  $36$ 

Bitnnethe  hay  and  the  roser. 

Ihig  Freend,  whan  he  wiste  of  my 
thooght, 
HtdiMMnforted  me  right  nought, 
Biiieadak '  Felowe,  be  not  so  mad, 
SeMab^yMhednorl»stad.  3370 

tfiStl  knowe  ftal  wrel  Danngere, 
Aad  how  he  is  feers  of  his  ohere. 
At  piime  temps.  Lore  to  manace ; 
FiI«ft«IhaTeben  in  his  caas. 
Afcbm  tnt  though  that  he  be,         3375 
iftirthfiQ  shalt  him  soaide  see. 
'^kagpused  I  knew  him  wele ; 
Ti^wdljr  fint  thon^h  men  him  fele, 
Itmlmeek  aftir,  in  his  bering, 
W,  fiv  teTYioe  and  ob^sshing.       3380 
I  Aal  thee  telle  what  thou  shalt  do  :— 
IfaMf  I  rede  thou  go  him  to, 
V  Wte  pn^  him  specialy 
^thytnspace  to  haye  meroy, 
Aid  hate  him  wel,[hini]  here  to  plese,  3385 
Tktthoa  ihaH  nevermore  him  displese. 
V^eaa  best  serve  of  flatery, 
Opiate  Baonger  most  nttirly.' 

Xf  Freend  hath  seid  to  me  so  wel, 
^hemeesidhath  somdel,  3390 

^  eek  aUegged  of  my  torment ; 
^thnoi^  bfrr^  had  I  hardement 
^PJ^  to  Daonger  for  to  go, 
^inv«  if  I  might  meke  him  so. 
XoDaimger  cam  I,  al  ashamed,      3395 
^«hi«h  afom  me  hadde  blamed. 


Dess^nng  for  to  peso  my  wo  ; 

Bat  over  hegge  durst  I  not  go. 

For  he  fforbad  me  the  passage. 

Z  fond  him  cruel  in  his  rage,  3400 

And  in  his  hond  a  gret  bordoon. 

To  him  I  knelid  lowe  adonn, 

Fnl  meke  of  port,  and  simple  of  ohere, 

And  seide,  '  Sir,  I  am  comen  here 

Only  to  aske  of  yon  mert^.  3405 

That  greveth  me,  [sir],  ftd  gretly 

That  ever  my  lyf  I  wratthed  yon. 

Bat  for  to  amende  I  am  come  now, 

With  al  my  might,  bothe  londe  and  stille, 

To  doon  right  at  yoor  owne  wille ;     3410 

For  Love  made  me  for  to  do 

That  I  have  trespassed  hidirto ; 

Fro  whom  I  ne  may  withdrawe   myn 

herte; 
Tit  shal  I  never,  for  joy  ne  smerte, 
What  so  bifalle,  good  or  ille,  3415 

Offende  more  ageyn  yoor  wille. 
Lever  I  have  endure  disese 
Than  do  that  shulde  you  displese. 

*  Z  you  require  and  pray,  that  ye 
Of  me  have  mercy  and  pitee,  3420 

To  stinte  your  yre  that  greveth  so, 
That  I  wol  swere  for  evermo 
To  be  redressid  at  your  lyking, 
Zf  Z  trespasse  in  any  thing ; 
Save  that  Z  pray  thee  graunte  me       3425 
A  thing  that  may  nat  warned  be. 
That  Z  may  love,  al  only ; 
Non  other  thing  of  you  aske  Z. 
Z  shal  doon  elles  wel,  y-wis, 
Zf  of  your  grace  ye  graunte  me  this.  3430 
And  ye  [ne]  may  not  letten  me. 
For  wel  wot  ye  that  love  is  free, 
And  Z  shal  loven,  fsith  that  Z  wil, 
Who-ever  lyke  it  wel  or  il ; 
And  yit  ne  wold  Z,  for  al  Fraunoe,      3435 
l>o  thing  to  do  you  displesaunce.* 

Than  Z)aunger  ill  in  his  entent 
For  to  foryeve  bis  maltalent ; 
But  al  his  wratthe  yit  at  laste 
He  hath  relesed,  Z  preyde  so  fikste  :    3440 
Shortly  he  seide,  *  Thy  request 
Zs  not  to  mochel  dishonest ; 
Ne  Z  wol  not  weme  it  thee. 
For  yit  no-thing  engreveth  me. 
For  though  thou  love  thus  evermore,  3445 
To  me  is  neither  softe  ne  sore. 
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Love  fwher  thee  list ;  what  reoohith  me, 

So  [thon]  fer  fto  my  roses  he  f 

Trust  not  on  me,  for  noon  assay, 

In  any  tyme  to  passe  the  hay.'  3450 

Thus  hath  he  grannted  my  prayers. 

Than  wente  I  forth,  withonten  were, 
Unto  my  Freend,  and  tolde  him  al. 
Which  was  rig^ht  joyftd  of  my  tale. 
He  seide, '  Now  goth  wel  thyn  aflidre,    3455 
He  shal  to  thee  be  debonaire. 
Though  he  afom  was  dispitons, 
He  shal  heeraftir  be  graoions. 
If  he  were  toachid  on  som  good  yeyne^ 
He  shnld  yit  rewen  on  thy  peyne.       54^^ 
Safire,  I  rede,  and  no  boost  make, 
Til  thon  at  good  mes  mayst  him  take. 
By  sniKrannoe,  and  [by]  wordis  softe, 
A  man  may  overoome[n]  ofte 
Him  that  afom  he  hadde  in  drede,    3465 
In  bookis  sothly  as  I  redo.* 

Thus  hath  my  Freend  with  gret  com- 
fort 
Avaonced  me  with  high  disport. 
Which  wolde  me  good  as  mioh  as  L 
And  thanne  anoon  ftil  sodeynly  3470 

I  took  my  leve,  and  streight  I  went 
Unto  the  hay ;  for  gret  talent 
I  had  to  seen  the  fresh  botonn, 
Wherin  lay  my  salvacionn ; 
And  Dannger  took  kepe,  if  that  I        3475 
Kepe  him  covenannt  trewly. 
So  sore  I  dradde  his  manasing, 
I  dnrst  not  breke[n]  his  bidding ; 
For,  lest  that  I  were  of  him  shent, 
I  brak  not  his  oomanndement,  3480 

For  to  pnrchase  his  good  wil. 
It  was  [hard]  for  to  come  ther-til, 
His  mercy  was  to  fer  bihinde ; 
I.wepte,  for  I  ne  might  it  finde. 
I  oompleyned  and  sighed  sore,  3485 

And  langnisshed  evermore, 
For  I  durst  not  over  go 
Unto  the  rose  I  loved  so. 
Thnrghont  my  deming  onterly, 
finian  had  he  knowlege  certeinly,      3490 
fThat  Love  me  ladde  in  sich  a  wyse, 
That  in  me  ther  was  no  teyniyae^ 
Falsheed,  no  no  trechexye. 
And  yit  he,  ftil  of  vilanye, 
Of  disdeyne,  and  cmelte,  3495 

On  me  ne  wolde  have  pite. 


His  crael  wil  for  to  refreyne. 

Though  I  wepe  alwey,  and  foompleyii& 

And  while  I  was  in  this  torment, 
Were  come  of  grace,  I7  god  sent,        5900 
Fraunohyse,  and  with  hir  Pite 
Fnlfild  the  botonn  of  bonntee 
They  go  to  Dannger  anon-right 
To  forther  me  with  al  hir  mi^t, 
And  helpe  in  worde  and  in  dede,        31905 
For  wel  they  saugh  that  it  was  nede. 
First,  of  hir  grace,  dame  Fraunohyse 
Hath  taken  [word]  of  this  emptyse : 
She  seide,  '  Dannger,  gret  wrong  ye  do 
To  worche  this  man  so  muche  wo,      35111 
Or  pynen  him  so  angerly ; 
It  is  to  you  gret  vilany. 
I  can  not  see  why,  ne  how, 
That  he  hath  trespassed  agoyn  you, 
Save  that  he  loveth ;  wherfore  ye  shnlde 
The  more  in  oherete  of  him  holda      3516 
The  force  of  love  makith  him  do  this ; 
Who  wolde  him  blame  he  dide  amis? 
He  leseth  more  than  ye  may  do ; 
His  peyne  is  hard,  ye  may  see,  lo !       353*1 
And  Love  in  no  wyse  wolde  oonsente 
That  f  he  have  power  to  repente ; 
For  though  that  quik  ye  wolde  him  bIoo, 
Fro  Love  his  herte  may  not  ga 
Now,  swete  sir,  fis  it  your  ese  3535 

Him  for  to  angre  or  disese? 
Alias,  what  may  it  yon  avaunoe 
To  doon  to  him  so  greet  grevannoe  ? 
What  worship  is  it  agayn  him  take, 
Or  on  your  man  a  werre  make,  3;!i9c» 

Sith  he  so  lowly  eveiy  wj^se 
Is  redy,  as  ye  lust  devyse? 
If  Love  hath  caught  him  in  his  laoA, 
You  for  t'ob^ye  in  every  caas, 
And  been  your  suget  at  your  wille,      3(5;3i5 
Shnlde  ye  therfore  willen  him  ills  ? 
Te  shnlde  him  spare  more,  al-out. 
Than  him  that  is  bothe  proud  and  sionf . 
Cnrtesye  wol  that  ye  sooour 
Hem  that  ben  meke  undir  yonr  enrei.  3540 
His  herte  is  hard,  that  wole  not  moke. 
Whan  men  of  mekenesse  him  biseke.* 

*  That  is  certeyn,*  seide  Pite ; 
*  We  see  offce  that  humilitee 
Bothe  ire,  and  also  felonye  354$ 

Venquissheth,  and  also  melaaodlye  ; 
To  stonde  forth  in  such  duresse. 
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Hub  cmaltee  and  wikkedneaee. 

Whetfofre  I  pmj  yon,  sir  Daimgere, 

For  to  nu^yntene  no  longer  here         3590 

^aeh  cmel  werve  agayn  your  man, 

As  hooUy  yoorsB  as  ever  he  can ; 

Xor  that  ye  worohen  no  more  wo 

fOn  this  eaytif  that  langnisahith  so, 

Which  wol  no  more  to  yon  trespasse,  3555 

But  pat  him  hoolly  in  your  grace. 

His  offense  ne  was  bat  lyte ; 

The  Ood  afJjof^B  it  was  to  wyte, 

Thai  he  yonr  thial  so  greUy  is, 

And  if  ye  harm  him,  ye  doon  amis ;  3560 

For  he  hath  had  ftd  hard  penannoe, 

Sth  that  ye  refte  him  th'aqn^yntaonoe 

Of  Bialaooil,  his  moste  joye, 

Whi^  alio  his  peynes  might  aooye. 

He  was  Uibm  aaoyed  sore,  5565 

But  than  ye  donbled  him  wel  more ; 

For  he  of  blis  hath  ben  fnl  bare, 

Sith  BiaTaooil  was  fro  him  fiire. 

Love  hath  to  him  do  greet  distresse, 

E»  hath  no  nede  of  more  doreise.       3570 

VoidMh  from  him  yoor  ire,  I  rede ; 

Ye  msy  not  winnen  in  this  dede. 

Hsketh  Bialaooil  rei>eire  ageyn, 

.hud  baveth  pite  npon  his  p^yn ; 

For  Fraonehise  wol,  and  I,  Pite,         3575 

Tbat  mercifbl  to  him  3re  be; 

And  nth  that  she  and  I  accorde. 

Have  iqwfn  him  miserioorde ; 

For  I  yea  pray,  and  eek  moneste, 

Nooglit  to  xefnsen  onr  reqneste ;         3580 

For  be  is  hard  and  fel  of  thooght, 

Thai  for  as  two  wol  do  right  noogrht.' 

Baonger  ne  might  no  more  endnre. 
He  meked  him  onto  mesore. 

'  I  wol  in  no  wyse,'  eeith  Daangere,  3585 
'Dcnye  that  ye  have  asked  here ; 
It  were  to  greet  oncorte^ye. 
I  wet  ye  have  the  oompanye 
Of  BiaUoeil,  as  ye  devyse ; 
I  wd  him  lette[n]  in  no  wyse.'  3590 

To  Biebuxnl  than  wente  in  by 
Fraonchyae,  and  seide  fdl  corteisly : — 
'  Ve  have  to  longe  be  deignons 
Tato  this  lover,  and  daongerotxs, 
Pro  him  to  withdrawe  yoor  presence,  3595 
Which  hath  do  to  him  grete  offence, 
Tbmt  y«  not  wdde  npon  him  see ; 
Whetfora  a  lorowfta  man  is  he. 


Shape  ye  to  paye  him,  and  to  plese, 
Of  my  love  if  ye  wol  have  ese.  360U 

Fulfil  his  wil,  sith  that  ye  knowe 
Daxmger  is  daanted  and  brought  lowe 
lliurgh  help  of  me  and  of  Pite ; 
You  fthar  no  more  afered  be.' 

'  I  shal  do  right  as  ye  wil,'  3605 

Saith  Bialacoil,  '  f or  it  is  skil, 
Sith  Daunger  wol  that  it  so  be.' 
Than  Fraunohise  hath  him  sent  to  m& 

Bialacoil  at  the  hi  ginning 
Slfilaed  me  in  his  coming.  361U 

No  stranngenes  was  in  him  seen, 
Ko  more  than  he  ne  had  wrathed  been. 
As  fairs  aemblaant  than  shewed  he  me. 
And  goodly,  as  afom  did  he ; 
And  by  the  honde,  withonten  doute,  3615 
Within  the  haye,  right  al  aboate 
He  ladde  me,  with  right  good  chore, 
Al  environ  the  vergere. 
That  Dannger  had  me  ohased  fro. 
Kow  have  I  leve  over-al  to  go  ;  36^ 

Now  am  I  raised,  at  my  devys, 
Fro  belle  onto  paradys. 
Thus  Bialacoil,  of  gentilneese, 
With  alle  his  peyne  and  besinesse, 
Hath  ehewed  me,  only  of  grace,  3625 

The  estres  ot  the  swote  place. 

I  saw  the  rose,  whan  I  was  nigh, 
Was  grettar  woxen,  and  more  high. 
Fresh,  rody,  and  fair  of  hewe, 
Of  colour  ever  yliche  newe.  3630 

And  whan  I  had  it  longe  seen, 
I  sangh  that  throngh  the  leves  grene 
The  rose  spredde  to  spanishing ; 
To  sens  it  was  a  goodly  thing. 
Bat  it  ne  was  so  spred  on  brede,         3635 
That  men  within  might  knowe  the  sede  ; 
For  it  covert  was  and  [enjclose 
Bothe  with  the  leves  and  with  the  rose. 
The  stalk  was  even  and  grene  upright, 
It  was  theron  a  goodly  sight ;  3640 

And  wel  the  better,  withouten  wene, 
For  the  seed  was  not  [y}-6ene. 
Ful  fiedre  it  spradde,  fgod  it  blesse ! 
For  suche  another,  as  I  gesse, 
Afom  ne  was,  ne  more  vermayle.        3645 
I  was  abawed  for  merveyle. 
For  ever,  the  fairer  that  it  was. 
The  more  I  am  bounden  in  Loves  laas. 

Longe  I  abood  there,  soth  to  saye. 
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Til  Bialaooil  I  gan  to  prayd,  3650 

Whan  that  I  saw  him  in  no  wyae 

To  me  wamen  his  servyse, 

That  he  me  wolde  graunte  a  thing, 

Which  to  rememhre  is  wel  sitting ; 

This  is  to  sayne,  that  of  his  grace       3655 

He  wolde  me  yeve  lejrser  and  space 

To  me  that  was  so  desirous 

To  have  a  kissing  precious 

Of  the  goodly  freshe  rose, 

That  f  swetely  smelleth  in  my  nose ;  3660 

*  For  if  it  you  displesed  nought, 

I  wolde  gladly,  as  I  have  sought, 

Have  a  00s  therof  freely 

Ofyouryeft;  for  certainly 

I  wol  non  have  but  by  your  leve,         3665 

So  loth  me  were  you  for  to  greve.' 

He  sayde,  *  Frend,  so  god  me  spede, 
Of  Chastite  I  have  suche  drede, 
Thou  shuldest  not  warned  be  for  me. 
But  I  dar  not,  for  Chastite.  3670 

Agayn  hir  dar  I  not  misdo, 
For  alwey  biddeth  she  me  so 
To  yeve  no  lover  leve  to  kisse ; 
For  who  therto  may  winnen,  y-wis, 
He  of  the  surplus  of  the  pr^y  3675 

May  live  in  hope  to  get  som  day. 
For  who  so  kissing  may  attayne, 
Of  loves  peyne  hath,  soth  to  sayne. 
The  beste  and  most  avenaunt, 
And  emest  of  the  remenaunt.'  3680 

Of  hia  answere  I  syghed  sore ; 
I  durst  assaye  him  tho  no  more, 
I  had  such  drede  to  greve  him  ay. 
A  man  shulde  not  to  muche  assaye 
To  chafe  his  frend  out  of  mesure,        3685 
Nor  put  his  lyf  in  aventure ; 
For  no  man  at  the  firste  stroke 
Ne  may  nat  felle  doun  an  oke ; 
Nor  of  the  reisins  have  the  wyne, 
Til  grapes  frsrpe  and  wel  afyne  3690 

Be  sore  empressid,  I  you  ensure. 
And  drawen  out  of  the  pressure. 
But  I,  fori>eyned  wonder  stronge, 
fThought  that  I  abood  right  longe 
Aftir  the  kis,  in  peyne  and  wo,  3695 

Sith  I  to  kis  de^yred  so  : 
Til  that,  frewing  on  my  distresse, 
Ther  fto  me  Tenus  the  goddesse, 
Which  ay  werreyeth  Chastite, 
Came  of  hir  grace,  to  sooonre  me,       3700 


Whoe  might  is  knowe  fer  and  wyde. 

For  she  is  modir  of  Cupyde, 

The  God  of  Love,  blinde  as  stoon. 

That  helpith  lovers  many  oon. 

This  lady  brought  in  hir  right  hond  37i>5 

Of  brenning  tyr  a  biasing  brond  ; 

Wherof  the  flawme  and  bote  fyr 

Hath  many  a  lady  in  desyr 

Of  love  brought,  and  sore  bet, 

And  in  hir  servise  hir  fhertes  set.      37  lu 

This  lady  was  of  good  entayle, 

Kight  wondirftd  of  appar^yle ; 

By  hir  atyre  so  bright  and  shene. 

Men  might  perceyve  wel,  and  seen. 

She  was  not  of  religioun.  3715 

Nor  I  nil  make  menoioun 

Nor  of  [hir]  robe,  nor  of  tresour, 

Of  broche,  fnor  of  hir  riche  attour ; 

Ne  of  hir  girdil  aboute  hir  syde. 

For  that  I  nil  not  long  abjrde.  3720 

But  knowith  wel,  that  certeynly 

She  was  arayed  richoly. 

Devoyd  of  pxyde  certeyn  she  was ; 

To  Bialaooil  she  wente  a  pas. 

And  to  him  shortly,  in  a  clause,  3735 

She  seide  :  '  Sir,  what  is  the  cause 

Ye  been  of  i>ort  so  daungerous 

Unto  this  lover,  and  deynous, 

To  graunte  him  no-thing  but  a  kis  ? 

To  weme  it  him  ye  doon  amis ;  3730 

Sith  wel  ye  wote,  how  that  he 

J.B  Loves  servaunt,  as  ye  may  see, 

And  hath  beaute,  wher-through  [hej  is 

Worthy  of  love  to  have  the  blis. 

How  he  is  semely,  biholde  and  see,      3735 

How  he  is  fair,  how  he  is  free. 

How  he  is  swote  and  debonair, 

Of  age  yong,  lusly,  and  fair. 

Ther  is  no  lady  so  hauteyne, 

Duohesse,  countesse,  ne  chasteleyne,  3740 

That  Z  nolde  holde  hir  ungoodly 

For  to  reAise  him  outerly. 

His  breeth  is  also  good  and  swete, 

And  eke  his  lippis  rody,  and  mete 

Only  to  fpleyen,  and  to  kisse,  3745 

Graunte  him  a  kis,  of  gentilnesse ! 

His  teeth  am  also  whyte  and  dene ; 

Me  thinkith  wrong,  withouten  wene. 

If  ye  now  weme  him,  trustith  me. 

To  graunte  that  a  kis  have  he ;  3753 

The  laBse  f  to  helpe  him  that  ye  haste, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


JkASlI 


Z^  (EtomattiU  ^  <(e  (Sloee* 


39 


The  more  ^jme  shul  ye  -waste.* 

Whan  the  flawme  of  the  veny  brond, 
That  Yenns  Ixroaglit  in  hix  right  hond, 
Had  BialaooU  with  hete  smete,  3755 

.\iioon  he  f  bad,  withoaten  lette, 
•rtaimte  to  me  the  xxMe  kisse* 
Thin  of  my  peyne  I  gan  to  liaae, 
And  to  the  roee  aaoon  -wente  I, 
And  kiisid  it  ftd  feithfdlly.  3760 

Timr  no  man  aake  if  I  wae  blythe, 
Whaa  the  aavoor  soft  and  lythe 
Strook  to  myn  herte  withoate  more. 
And  me  alegged  of  my  sore, 
>^  was  I  fal  of  jojre  and  bliase.  3765 

It  is  fair  aieh  a  £.<mT  to  kisBe, 
It  vas  so  swote  and  aaverons. 
I  migiit  not  be  so  angnisshonSi 
That  J  mote  glad  and  joly  be, 
Whan  that  1  remembre  me.  3770 

¥H  erer  among,  sothly  to  seyn, 
I  nj&e  noye  and  moohe  peyn. 

The  lee  may  never  be  so  stil, 
T!iat  with  a  litel  winde  it  f  nil 
Or^rwhebna  and  tome  also,  3775 

As  it  were  wood,  in  wawis  go. 
Aftir  the  calm  the  troable  sone 
Mot  folowe,  and  chaonge  as  the  mone. 
Bight  so  Ikreth  Love,  that  selde  in  oon 
Holdith  his  anker ;  for  right  anoon  3780 
Whan  they  in  ese  wene  best  to  live,     ^ 
They  been  with  tempest  al  fordrive. 
Who  serveth  Love,  oan  telle  of  wo ; 
Th«  stonndemele  joye  mot  oveigo. 
3i«v  be  hnrteth,  and  now  he  coreth,  3785 
F«  selde  in  00  poynt  Love  endnreth. 

Now  is  it  right  me  to  procede, 
Hov  Shame  gan  medio  and  take  hede, 
Thnigh  whom  lelle  angres  I  have  had  ; 
And  how  the  stronge  wal  was  maad,   3790 
And  the  castell  of  brede  and  lengthe, 
That  Ood  of  Love  wan  with  his  strengthe. 
AI  this  in  romance  wil  I  sette, 
And  for  no-thing  ne  wU  I  lette, 
So  that  it  lyking  to  hir  be,  3795 

That  is  the  flonr  of  beante ; 
Far  she  may  best  my  labonr  qayte, 
That  I  for  hir  love  dial  endyte. 

Wikkid-Tnnge,  that  the  eovyne 
Ofereiy  lover  can  dflvyne  3800 

Worst,  and  addith  more  somdel, 
^or  Wikkid-Timge  seith  never  wel), 


To  me-ward  bar  he  right  gret  hate, 
Espying  me  erly  and  late, 
Til  he  hath  seen  the  gTet(o]  chere       3805 
Of  Bialacoil  and  me  y-fere. 
He  mighte  not  his  tnnge  withstonde 
Worse  to  reporte  than  he  fonde, 
He  was  so  fill  of  cursed  rage ; 
It  sat  him  wel  of  his  linage,  3810 

For  him  an  Irish  womman  bar. 
His  tnnge  was  fyled  sharp,  and  sqnar, 
Poignannt  and  right  kerving, 
And  wonder  bitter  in  speking. 
For  whan  that  he  me  gan  espye,         3815 
He  swoor,  afferming  sikirly, 
Bitwene  Bialacoil  and  me 
Was  yvel  aqaayntaonce  and  privee. 
He  spak  therof  ao  folily , 
That  he  awakid  Jeloasy ;  3820 

Which,  al  afrayed  in  his  rysing. 
Whan  that  he  herde  [him]  jangling, 
He  ran  anoon,  as  he  were  wood, 
To  Bialacoil  ther  that  he  stood ; 
Which  hadde  lever  in  this  caas  3825 

Have  been  at  Beynes  or  Amyas ; 
For  foot-hoot,  in  his  felonjre 
To  him  thos  seide  Jelon^ye  : — 
'  Why  hast  thoa  been  so  nedigent, 
To  kepen,  whan  I  was  absent,  3831) 

This  verger  here  left  in  thy  ward  ? 
To  me  thoa  haddist  no  reward, 
To  tmste  (to  thy  confnsioun) 
Him  thus,  to  whom  snspecoionn 
I  have  right  greet,  for  it  is  nede ;       3835 
It  is  wel  shewed  by  ^«  dede. 
Qreet  fante  in  thee  now  have  I  fonnde  ; 
By  god,  anoon  thon  shalt  be  bonnde, 
And  faste  loken  in  a  toor, 
Withonte  reftiyt  or  sooonr.  3840 

For  Shame  to  long  hath  be  thee  fro ; 
Over  sone  she  was  ago. 
Whan  thon  hast  lost  bothedrede  and  fere. 
It  semed  wel  she  was  not  here. 
She  was  [not]  bisy,  in  no  wyse,  3845 

To  kepe  thee  and  [to]  chaslTBe, 
And  for  to  helpen  Chastitee 
To  kepe  the  roser,  as  thinkith  me. 
For  than  this  boy-knave  so  boldely 
Ne  sholde  not  have  be  hardy,  3851) 

[Ne]  in  this  fverger  had  such  game, 
Which  now  me  tometh  to  gret  shiune.' 
Bialacoil  nist  what  to  sey ; 
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Fal  fayn  he  volde  have  fled  awey. 

For  fere  han  hid,  nere  than  he  3855 

Al  sodeynly  took  him  with  me. 

And  whan  I  sangh  he  hadde  so, 

This  Jelonsye,  take  us  two, 

I  was  astoned,  and  knew  no  rede, 

But  fledde  awey  for  verr^y  drede.       3860 

Than  Shame  cam  forth  fhl  simply ; 
She  wende  have  tre^MMsed  tal  gretly ; 
Humble  of  hir  port,  and  made  it  simple, 
Wering  a  vayle  in  stede  of  wimple, 
As  nonnis  doon  in  hir  abbey.  3865 

Bioaose  hir  herte  was  in  afbray. 
She  gan  to  speke,  within  a  throwe. 
To  Jelonsye,  right  wonder  lowe. 
First  of  his  graoe  she  bisonght. 
And  seide  : — *  Sire,  ne  leveth  non^t  3870 
Wikkid-Tunge,  that  £a1s  espye. 
Which  is  so  glad  to  feyne  and  lye. 
He  hath  yon  maad,  thnrg^  flatting. 
On  Bialaooil  a  fids  lesing. 
His  fiftlsnesse  is  not  now  anew,  3875 

It  is  to  long  that  he  him  knew. 
This  is  not  the  firste  day ; 
For  Wikkid-Tonge  hath  onstom  ay 
Yongd  folkis  to  bewreye, 
And  false  lesinges  on  hm  fleye.        3880 

*  Tit  neverthelee  I  see  among. 
That  the  loigne  it  is  so  longe 
Of  Bialaooil,  hertis  to  lore, 
In  Loves  servise  for  to  endure, 
Drawing  suohe  folk  him  to,  38^5 

That  he  had  no-thing  with  to  do ; 
But  in  sothnesse  I  trowe  nooght, 
That  Bialaooil  hadde  ever  in  thought 
To  do  trespaoe  or  vilanye  ; 
But,  for  his  modir  CxuttMye  3890 

Hath  taught  him  ever  [for]  to  be 
Good  of  aqneyntannoe  and  privee ; 
For  he  loveth  non  hevinesse, 
Bat  mirthe  and  pley,  and  al  gladnesse ; 
He  hateth  alio  ftrecherons,  3895 

Soleyn  folk  and  envious ; 
For  [wel]  ye  witen  how  that  he 
Wol  ever  glad  and  joyfdl  be 
Honestly  with  folk  to  pley. 
I  have  be  negligent,  in  good  fl^,         3900 
To  chastise  him ;  therfore  now  I 
Of  herte  fcrye  yon  here  mercy. 
That  I  have  been  so  reoheles 
To  tamen  him,  withouten  lees. 


Of  my  foly  I  me  repente ;  3905 

Now  wol  I  hool  sette  myn  entente 
To  kepe,  bothe  tlonde  and  stille, 
Bialaooil  to  do  your  wille.' 

*  Shame,  Shame,'  seyde  Jelon^, 
^  To  be  bitrasshed  gret  drede  have  L  3910 
Lecherye  hath  dombe  so  hye. 
That  almost  blered  is  myn  ye ; 
No  wonder  is,  if  that  drede  have  1. 
Over-al  regnith  Lechery, 
Whos  might  [yit]  growiUi  night  and  day. 
Bothe  in  oloistre  and  in  abbey  3916 

Chastite  is  werrejred  over-aL 
Therfore  I  wol  with  siker  wal 
Close  bothe  roses  and  roser. 
I  have  to  longe  in  this  maner  3920 

Left  hem  nnolosid  wilfdlly ; 
Wherfore  I  am  right  inwardly 
Sorowftd  and  repente  me. 
But  now  they  shal  no  lenger  be 
Undosid  ;  and  yit  I  drede  sore,  3925 

I  shal  repente  ferthermore. 
For  the  game  goth  al  amis. 
Connsel  I  fmot  [take]  newe,  y-wis. 
I  have  to  longe  tristed  thee, 
Bnt  now  it  shal  no  lenger  be ;  3930 

For  he  may  best,  in  every  oost, 
Disoeyve,  that  men  tristen  most 
I  see  wel  that  I  am  nygh  shent, 
Bnt-if  I  sette  my  ftd  entent 
Bemedye  to  pnrveye.  3935 

Therfore  dose  I  shal  the  wiye 
Fro  hem  that  wol  the  rose  espye, 
And  come  to  wa3rte  me  vilanye, 
For,  in  good  feith  and  in  tronthe, 
I  wol  not  lette,  for  no  slonthe,  3940 

To  live  the  more  in  sikimesse, 
fTo  make  anoon  a  forteresse, 
fTo  enclose  the  roses  of  good  savour. 
In  middis  shal  I  make  a. tear 
To  pntte  Bialaooil  in  prisonn,  3945 

For  ever  I  drede  me  of  tresonn. 
I  trowe  I  shal  him  kepe  so, 
That  he  shal  have  no  might  to  go 
Abonte  to  make  oompanye 
To  hem  that  thenke  of  vilanye ;  3950 

Ne  to  no  such  as  hath  ben  here 
Afom,  and  foonde  in  him  good  chere, 
Which  han  assailed  him  to  shende, 
And  with  hir  trowandyse  to  blende. 
A  fool  iM  eyth  [for]  to  bigyle  ;  3955 
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Bat  zoaj  I  lyre  a  litel  while, 

He  fifaftl  forthenke  his  fitir  Bemblannt.' 

And  with  that  word  cam  Drede  avannt, 
Wliieh  «M  abaashed,  and  in  gret  fere, 
Whan  he  wiste  Jeloosye  was  there.    3960 
He  VM  for  drede  in  sach  affin^, 
Ibt  not  a  word  dorste  he  say, 
Bit  qnsking  stood  ftil  stille  aloon, 
!9  Jttoosye  his  w^  was  goon, 
Sn«  Shsme,  that  him  not  forsook  ;   3965 
Badie  Drede  and  she  fdl  sore  qnook  ; 
,13]  thst  at  htfte  Brede  abreyde. 
Aid  to  his  oosin  Shame  seyde : 
i^nme,'  he  seide,  '  in  sothfkstnesse, 
Tome  it  is  gret  hevinesse,  3970 

Bit  the  noyse  so  fer  is  go, 
iid  the  sdaondre  of  US  two. 
Art  ath  that  it  is  [so]  bifiOle, 
We  say  it  not  ageyn  [do]  calle, 
Thin  ooii  ^trongen  is  a  fisune.  3975 

For  Biny  a  yeer  witboaten  blame 
We  hm  been,  and  many  a  day ; 
For  many  an  April  and  many  a  May 
Wehan  [y]-pa8sed,  not  [a]Bluuned, 
TO  Jdoosye  hath  ns  blamed  3980 

Of  aiitnist  and  snspecioan 
(bottles,  withonten  enchesoon. 
Oo  ve  to  Daimger  hastily, 
iadlite  OS  ihewe  him  openly, 
Tkt  he  hath  not  aright  [y>wTOQght,  3985 
W^  that  he  sette  nong^t  his  thought 
Tvkfpe  better  the  porpryse ; 
Ilka  doing  he  is  not  wyse. 
Health  to  OS  lyj-do  gret  wrong, 
^  hath  soAred  now  so  long  3990 

Biiheoa  to  have  his  wille, 
^Uslostestofnlfille. 
3e  BDst  amende  it  ntterly, 
(kiOis  ihal  he  fvilaynsly 
txTled  he  out  of  this  londe  ;  3995 

'w  he  the  werre  may  not  withstonde 
Of  Jdowye,  nor  the  greef, 
Stb  Bialaooil  is  at  mischeef.* 

ToDaonger,  Shame  and  Drede  anoon 
^  ri^te  wey  ben  [bothe  a>goon.   4000 
^cheri  they  fonnden  hem  afom 
ligginf  imdir  an  hawethom. 
Todir  his  heed  no  pilowe  was, 
^  in  the  itede  a  tmsse  of  gras. 
Bei]Qinbred,andanappehetook,    4005 
TQSbame  pitoosly  him  shook, 

C 


And  greet  manace  on  him  gan  make. 

'  Why  slepistthon  whan  thoa  shuldwake?* 

Qaod  Shame ;  *  thon  dost  ns  vilanye  ! 

Who  tristith  thee,  he  doth  folye,        4010 

To  kepe  roses  or  botonns. 

Whan  thoy  ben  £aire  in  hir  sesoims. 

Thon  art  woze  to  fiuniliere 

Where  thon  shnlde  be  strannge  of  ohere, 

Stoat  of  thy  port,  redy  to  greve.         4015 

Thon  dost  gret  foly  for  to  loTe 

Bialaooil  here-in,  to  calle 

Hie  yonder  man  to  shenden  ns  alle. 

ThoQgh  that  thon  slepe,  we  may  here 

Of  Jelonsie  gret  noyse  here.  4020 

Art  thon  now  late  ?  rjrse  ap  fin  hy. 

And  iitcfffj^  sone  and  deliverly 

Alle  the  gai^pis  of  the  hay ; 

Do  no  favour,  I  thee  pray. 

It  fallith  no-thing  to  thy  name  4025 

f  Make  fair  semblannt,  where  thon  maist 


'  If  Bialaooil  be  swete  and  free, 
Dogged  and  fel  thon  shnldist  be ; 
Froward  and  ontrageoos,  y-wis ; 
A  oherl  ohanngeth  that  onrteis  is.      4030 
This  have  I  herd  ofte  in  s^sdng, 
That  man  [ne]  may,  for  no  daunting. 
Make  a  sperhauke  of  a  bosarde. 
Alle  men  wole  holde  thee  for  musarde, 
That  debonair  have  founden  thee ;     4035 
It  sit  thee  nought  ourteis  to  be ; 
To  do  men  plesaunce  or  servyse. 
In  thee  it  is  reoreanndyse. 
Let  thy  werkis,  fer  and  nere, 
Be  lyke  thy  name,  which  is  Daungere.' 

Than,  al  abawid  in  shewing,  4041 

Anoon  spak  Dreed,  right  thus  s^ng, 
And  seide,  *  Daunger,  I  drede  me 
That  thou  ne  wolt  [not]  bi^  be 
To  kepe  that  thou  hast  to  kepe  ;         4045 
Whan  thou  shnldist  wake,thou  art  aslepe. 
Thou  shalt  be  greved  certeynly. 
If  thee  aspye  Jelou^, 
Or  if  he  finde  thee  in  blame. 
He  hath  to-day  assailed  Shame,  4050 

And  chased  awey,  with  gret  manace, 
Bialaooil  out  of  this  place. 
And  swereth  shortly  that  he  shal 
Encdose  him  in  a  sturdy  wal ; 
And  al  is  'for  thy  wikkednesse,  4055 

For  that  thee  fiaUeth  strsungenesse. 
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Thyn  herte,  I  trowe,  be  fiuled  al ; 

Thou  Shalt  repente  in  special, 

If  Jelonsye  the  sothe  knewe ; 

Thon  shalt  forthenke,  and  sore  rewe.'  4060 

With  that  the  cherl  his  olnbbegan  shake, 
Fronning  his  es^en  gan  to  make, 
And  hidoas  chere ;  as  man  in  rage, 
For  ire  he  brente  in  his  yisage. 
Whan  that  he  herde  him  blamed  so,  4065 
He  seide,  *  Out  of  my  wit  I  go ; 
To  be  discomfit  I  have  gret  wrong. 
Certis,  I  have  now  lived  to  long, 
Sith  I  may  not  this  closer  kepe ; 
Al  quik  I  wolde  be  dolven  depe,  4070 

If  any  man  shal  more  repeire 
Into  this  garden,  for  fonle  or  faire. 
Myn  herte  for  ire  goth  a-fere, 
That  I  lote  any  entre  here. 
I  have  do  foly,  now  I  see,  4075 

But  now  it  shal  amended  be. 
Who  settith  foot  here  any  more, 
Truly,  he  shal  repente  it  sore ; 
For  no  man  mo  into  this  plaoe 
Of  me  to  entre  shal  have  grace.  4080 

Lever  I  hadde,  with  swerdis  tweyne, 
Thurgh-out  myn  herte,  in  every  veyne 
Forced  to  be,  with  many  a  wounde. 
Than  slouthe  shulde  in  me  be  founde. 
From  hennesforth,  by  night  or  day,  4085 
I  shal  defende  it,  if  I  may, 
Withouten  any  excepcioun 
Of  ech  manor  oondicioun  ; 
And  if  I  fany  man  it  graunte, 
Holdeth  me  for  reoreaunte.'  4090 

OThan  Dannger  on  his  feet  gan  stonde. 
And  hente  a  burdoun  in  his  honde. 
Wroth  in  his  ire,  ne  lefte  he  nought, 
But  thurgh  the  verger  he  hath  sought. 
If  he  might  flnde  hole  or  trace,  4095 

Wher-thurgh  that  me[n]  mot  forthby  pace. 
Or  any  gappe,  he  dide  it  dose, 
That  no  man  mighte  touohe  a  rose 
Of  the  roser  al  aboute ; 
He  shitteth  every  man  withoute.        41U0 
.   Thus  day  by  day  Daunger  is  wers, 
More  wondirftd  cmd  more  divers, 
And  feller  eek  than  ever  he  was ; 
For  bJTn  fVxl  oft  I  singe  *  alias ! ' 
For  I  ne  ma^  nought,  thurgh  his  ire,  4105 
Beoover  that  I  most  desire. 
Myn  herte,  alias,  wol  brest  a-two, 


For  Bialaooil  I  wratthed  so. 

For  certeynly,  in  every  membre 

I  quake,  whan  I  mo  renxemlnre  41  lu 

Of  the  botoun,  which  [that]  I  wolde 

Fulle  ofte  a  day  seen  and  biholde. 

And  whan  I  thenke  upon  the  kisse, 

And  how  muche  joye  and  bliase 

I  hadde  thurgh  the  savour  swete,        41 15 

For  wante  of  it  I  grone  and  grete. 

Me  thenkith  I  fele  yit  in  my  nose 

The  swete  savour  of  the  rose. 

And  now  I  woot  that  I  mot  go 

So  fer  the  fresshe  floures  fro,  41^0 

To  me  fill  welcome  were  the  deeth  ; 

Absens  thero^  alias,  me  sleeth  ! 

For  whylom  with  this  rose,  alias, 

I  touched  nose,  mouth,  and  fiioe ; 

But  now  the  deeth  I  must  abyde.        4125 

But  Love  oonsente,  another  tyde, 

That  onis  I  touche  msy  and  kisse, 

I  trowe  my  peyne  shal  never  lisse. 

Theron  is  al  my  coveityse. 

Which  brent  myn  herte  in  many  wsrse. 

Now  shal  repaire  agayn  sighinge,        4131 

Long  wacche  on  nightis,  and  no  slepijige ; 

Thought  in  wisshing,  torment,  and  -wo. 

With  many  a  turning  to  and  fro, 

Thathalf  my  peynelcan  notteUe.     4135 

For  I  am  fisdlen  into  helle 

From  paradys  and  welthe,  the  more 

My  turment  greveth  ;  more  and  more 

Anojreth  now  the  bittimesse, 

That  I  tofom  have  felt^swetnesse.       4140 

And  Wikkid-Tunge,  thurgh  his  fiedshede, 

Oauseth  al  my  wo  and  drede. 

On  me  he  leyeth  a  pitous  charge, 

Bicause  his  tnnge  was  to  large. 

Now  it  is  tjrme,  shortly  that  I         4145 
Telle  you  som-thing  of  Jelou^^, 
That  was  in  gret  suspecioun. 
Aboute  him  lefte  he  no  masoun. 
That  stoon  coude  leye,  ne  querrour  ; 
He  hired  hem  to  make  a  tour.  4>5u 

And  first,  the  roses  for  to  kepe, 
Aboute  hem  made  he  a  diohe  depe, 
Right  wondir  large,  and  also  brood  ; 
Upon  the  whiche  also  stood 
Of  squared  stoon  a  sturdy  wal,  4155 

Which  on  a  cragge  was  founded  al, 
And  right  gret  thikkenesse  eek  it  bar. 
Abouten,  it  was  founded  squar, 
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An  hundred  fiidome  on  eveaej  tydb^ 

It  WM  al  lich«  longe  and  -wyde.  4160 

Lest  any  tyin»  it  were  assi^led, 

^rd  wel  aboate  it  -was  batayled ; 

And  roimde  envixvon  eek  were  set 

Fal  many  a  liche  and  &ir  tonxet 

At  erezy  oomer  of  this  wal  4165 

VCag  wt  a  tour  ftd  principal ; 

And  everieh  hadde,  wxthoute  fable, 

A  porte-oolyB  defenaaUe 

To  kepe  of  enfimiea,  and  to  greve, 

That  there  hir  foroe  wolde  preve.        4x70 

And  eek  amidde  this  pnxpryse 

WiM  maad  a  tour  of  gxet  maistiyse ; 

A  fairer  8ati8;h  no  man  with  si^t, 

Lazfe  and  wyde,  and  of  gret  mi^t. 

I^  [ne]  dradde  noon  aasaat  4175 

Of  grnne,  ganne,  nor  skaffant. 

Tor]  the  tempmro  of  the  mortere 

Was  maad  of  liconr  wonder  dere ; 

Of  qnikke  lyzne  pexsant  and  egre, 

The  which  was  tempred  with  vinegre. 

The  stoon  was  hard  fas  adamant,       4181 

Wherof  they  made  the  fonndement. 

The  tour  was  roande,  maad  in  oompas ; 

Id  al  this  world  no  richer  was, 

X«  bett^  ordedgned  therwithal.  4185 

Aboate  the  toor  was  maad  a  wal, 

^  that,  bitwjact  that  and  the  tour, 

tBoeers  were  set  of  swete  savour, 

With  noai^  roses  that  th^  here. 

And  eek  within  the  castel  were  4190 

^springoldes,  puines,  bows,  arohars ; 

'ind  eek  above,  atte  comers, 

M«D  eeyn  <rver  the  walle  stonde 

Gz«te  engynea,  fwhiohe  were  nigh  honde ; 

And  in  the  kernels,  here  and  there,    4195 

Ot  arUasters  gret  plentee  ware. 

Noui  armnre  might  hir   stroke   with- 

stonda, 
It  were  fio^  to  prooe  to  honde. 
Without  the  diche  were  listes  made, 
With  walles  batayled  laiige  and  brade,4aoo 
For  men  and  hors  shnlde  not  att^yne 
To  neigh  tiie  diche  over  the  pleyne. 
Thos  Jekmaiye  hath  environn 
Set  aboate  his  gamisonn 
Whh  walles  ronnde,  and  diche  depe,  4^05 
Only  the  ro—r  for  to  kepe. 
And  Dannger  [eek],  erly  and  late 
The  keyee  tepte  of  the  utter  guta, 


The  which  openeth  toward  the  eest. 
And  he  hadde  with  him  atte  leest      43x0 
Thritty  servanntes,  echon  by  name. 

That  other  gate  kepte  Shame, 
Which  openede,  as  it  was  oonth, 
Toward  the  parte  of  the  south. 
Sei^geanntes  assigned  were  hir  to        4215 
Fal  many,  hir  wille  for  to  do. 

Than  Drede  hadde  in  hir  baiUye 
The  keping  of  the  oonestableiyo. 
Toward  the  north,  I  nndirstonde, 
That  opened  upon  the  left  honde,       4220 
The  which  for  no-thing  may  be  sore, 
But-if  she  do  [hir]  bisy  cure 
Erly  on  morowe  and  also  late, 
Stron^^ly  to  shette  and  barre  the  gate. 
Of  every  thing  that  she  may  see         4235 
Drede  is  aferd,  wher-so  she  be ; 
For  with  a  puff  of  litel  winde 
Drede  is  astonied  in  hir  minde. 
Therfore,  for  stelinge  of  the  rose, 
I  rede  hir  nought  the  yate  unclose.    4230 
A  foulis  flight  wol  make  hir  flee. 
And  eek  a  shadowe,  if  she  it  see. 

Thanne  Wikked-Timge,  ftd  of  envye. 
With  soudionrs  of  Kormandye, 
As  he  that  canseth  al  the  bate,  4355 

Was  keper  of  the  foniihe  gate. 
And  also  to  the  tother  three 
He  went  fal  ofte,  for  to  see. 
Whan  his  lot  was  to  wake  a-night, 
His  instramentis  wolde  he  dight,       4240 
For  to  blowe  and  make  soon, 
Ofler  than  he  hath  enohesoon ; 
And  walken  oft  upon  the  wal, 
Comers  and  wikettis  over-cd 
Fal  narwe  seichen  and  espye ;  4245 

Though  he  nought  fond,  yit  wolde  he  lye. 
Discordaunt  ever  fro  armonye, 
And  distoned  f2t>m  melodye, 
Gontrove  he  wolde,  and  foule  fayle. 
With  hornpypes  of  C!omewayle.  4250 

In  floytes  made  he  discordaunce, 
And  in  his  musik,  with  mischaunoe, 
He  wolde  seyn,  with  notes  newe. 
That  he  [ne]  fond  no  womman  trewe, 
Ne  that  he  saugh  never,  in  his  lyf,      4355 
Unto  hir  husbonde  a  treWe  wyf ; 
Ne  noon  so  fU  of  honestee. 
That  she  nil  laughe  and  mexy  be 
Whan  that  s^  hereth,  or  may  espye, 
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A  man  speken  of  leoheiye.  4360 

Everich  of  hem  hath  Bomme  Tyce ; 

Oon  is  dishonest,  another  is  nyoe ; 

If  oon  he  f nl  of  -vilanye, 

Another  hath  a  likerons  ye ; 

If  oon  be  fill  of  wantonesse,  4265 

Another  is  a  ohiderease. 

Thns   Wikked-Tange   (god   yeve  him 
shame !) 
Can  pntte  hem  everiohone  in  blame 
Withonte  desert  and  caoseleB ; 
He  lyeth,  thongh  they  been  giltles.     4370 
I  have  pite  to  seen  the  sorwe, 
That  f  waketh  bothe  eve  and  morwe, 
To  innocents  doth  such  grevannoe ; 
I  pray  god  yeve  him  evel  channce, 
That  he  ever  so  bisy  is  4375 

Of  any  vomman  to  seyn  amis ! 

Eek  Jeloosye  god  confonnde, 
That  hath  [y]-maad  a  tour  so  roonde, 
And  made  abonte  a  garlsonn 
To  sette  Bialaooil  in  prisoon  ;  4380 

The  which  is  shet  there  in  the  tonr, 
Fol  longe  to  holde  there  sojonr, 
There  for  to  live[n]  in  penaonoe. 
And  for  to  do  him  more  grevaunee, 
fTher  hath  ordeyned  Jelonsye  4385 

An  olde  vekke,  for  to  espye 
The  maner  of  his  govemannce ; 
The  whiche  devel,  in  hir  en&nnce, 
Had  lemed  [mnche]  of  Loves  art, 
And  of  his  pleyes  took  hir  part ;         4390 
She  -was  f  expert  in  his  servyse. 
She  knev  ech  wrenche  and  every  gyse 
Of  love,  and  every  [loveree]  vryle, 
It  was  [the]  harder  hir  to  gyla 
Of  Bialacoil  she  took  ay  hede,  4395 

That  ever  he  liveth  In  wo  and  dredOi 
He  kepte  him  coy  and  eek  privee, 
Lest  in  him  she  hadde  see 
Any  foly  oonntenannce, 
For  she  knew  al  the  olde  daxmoe.        4500 
And  aftir  this,  whan  Jelonsye 
Had  Bialaooil  in  his  baUlye, 
And  shette  him  np  that  was  so  free, 
For  aenre  of  him  he  wolde  bo, 
He  tmsteth  sore  in  his  castel ;  4305 

The  stronge  work  him  lyketh  weL 
He  dradde  nat  that  no  glotoons 
Shnlde  stele  his  roses  or  botoons. 
The  jwMS  weren  «ascired  alle^ 


Defenoed  with  the  stronge  walle.        4310 
Now  Jelonsye  fxd.  wel  may  be 
Of  drede  devoid,  in  libertee, 
Whether  that  he  slepe  or  wake ; 
For  of  his  roses  may  noon  be  take. 

But  I,  alias,  now  mome  shal ;  4515 

Bioanse  I  was  without  the  wal, 
Fol  moche  dole  and  mone  I  made. 
Who  hadde  wist  what  wo  I  hadde, 
I  trowe  he  wolde  have  had  pitee. 
Love  to  deere  had  sold  to  me  4320 

The  good  that  of  his  love  hadde  L 
I  fwende  a  booght  it  al  qneyntly ; 
Bnt  now,  thurgh  doubling  of  my  p^3^n, 
I  see  he  wolde  it  selle  ageyn, 
And  me  a  newe  baigeyn  lere,  4335 

The  which  al-out  the  more  is  dere. 
For  the  solace  that  I  have  lorn, 
Than  I  hadde  it  never  afom. 
Certi^yn  I  am  fnl  lyk,  indeed, 
To  him  that  oast  in  erthe  his  seed  ;     4350 
And  hath  joie  of  the  newe  spring, 
Whan  it  greneth  in  the  ginning. 
And  is  also  fitir  and  fresh  of  flour, 
Lnsty  to  seen,  swote  of  odonr ; 
But  er  he  it  in  sheves  shere,  4335 

May  falle  a  weder  that  shal  it  dere, 
And  make[n]  it  to  fade  and  falle. 
The  stalk,  the  greyn,  and  flouree  alle  ; 
That  to  the  ftilier  is  fordone 
The  hope  that  he  hadde  to  sone.  4340 

I  drede,  certeyn,  that  so  fare  I ; 
For  hope  and  travaile  sikerly 
Ben  me  biraffe  al  with  a  storm ; 
The  flonre  nil  seden  of  my  com. 
For  Love  hath  so  avannoed  me,  4^5 

Whan  I  bigan  my  privitee 
To  Bialacoil  al  for  to  telle. 
Whom  I  ne  fond  froward  ne  felle, 
Bat  took  a-gree  al  hool  my  play. 
But  Love  is  of  so  hard  assay,  4350 

That  al  at  onis  he  reved  me, 
Whan  I  fwend  best  aboven  have  be. 
It  is  of  Love,  as  of  Fortune, 
That  ohanngeth  ofte,  and  nil  oontone ; 
Which  whylom  wol  on  folke  smyle,     4^55 
And  gloumbe  on  hem  another  whyle  ; 
Now  f^-eend,  now  foo,  [thou]  shalt  hir  fele. 
For  [in]  a  twinkling  toumeth  hir  wheel. 
She  can  wiythe  hir  heed  aw^. 
This  is  the  opncounof  hir  pley ;         436ck 
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She  can  ftr^jrae  ibai  doth  mome, 

And  whirle  adown,  uid  overtonie 

Who  nttHh  hiegrlut,  i«l  m  hir  flist  ; 

A  fool  is  he  that  woL  hir  tzist. 

For  it  fam  I  that  am  oom  donn  4316$ 

Thoigh  fehaage  and  revolncionn ! 

Shh  Bialaeoil  mot  fro  me  twinne, 

Shfli  in  the  prieoon  yond  -withinne. 

His  afannoe  at  m jn  herte  I  fele ; 

For  al  my  joje  and  al  nyn  hele  4370 

Wm  in  him  and  in  the  roeOi 

That  bat  yon  fwal,  whioh  him  doth  oloae, 

Opea,  that  I  may  him  aee, 

Love  nil  not  that  I  cured  be 

Of  the  peynes  that  I  endnre,  4375 

Xor  of  my  emel  aTentnre. 

A.  Bialapoflj  myn  owne  dere ! 
Though  thou  he  now  a  priaonere^ 
K^e  atte  leate  thyn  herte  to  me, 
And  aoiBre  not  that  it  dannted  be  ;     4380 
K«  lat  not  Jeloosye,  in  hia  rage, 
Patten  thyn  herte  in  no  aervage. 
Akhoa^  he  chaatiise  thee  withonte, 
kud  make  thy  body  nnto  him  loate, 
Hav«  berte  aa  hard  aa  dyamannt,        4385 
Scede&at,  and  nought  pliaunt ; 
In  priaoun  though  thy  body  be, 
At  laii^  kepe  thyn  herte  free. 
A  tiewe  herte  wol  not  plye 
For  no  manaoe  that  it  may  diye.        4390 
If  Jelouye  doth  thee  payne, 
(^ayt&  him  hia  whyle  thua  agayne, 
To  venge  thee,  atte  leeet  in  thought, 
If  other  wajr  thou  may  eat  nought ; 
And  in  this  wyae  aodlly  4395 

Wonhe,  and  winne  the  maiatry. 
Bot  yit  I  am  in  grei  aifiray 
Leit  thou  do  not  aa  I  aay ; 
I  Arede  thoa  oanat  me  greet  maugree, 
That  thou  empriaoned  art  for  me ;     4400 
Bat  that  [ia]  not  for  my  treapaa, 
Tor  thui^  me  never  diaoovered.  waa 
Tit  thing  that  ooghte  be  aeeree. 
7el  more  an<py  [ther]  ia  in  me, 
l^aa  ia  in  thee,  of  thia  miaohannoe ;  4405 
Far  I  endure  more  hard  penannoe 
Than  any  [man]  can  a«yn  or  thinke. 
That  for  the  aorwe  afanoat  I  ainka 
Whan  I  TCsnemhre  me  of  my  wo, 
Falny^ovtofmy  wit  Igo.  4410 

Xsvard  myn  herte  I  fele  blede, 


For  oomfortlea  the  deeth  I  drede. 
Ow  I  not  wel  to  have  diatreaae. 
Whan  false,  thurgh  hir  wikkednease, 
And  traitoura,  that  am  envyoua,         4415 
To  noyen  me  be  00  ooragioua  ? 
A,  Bialaeoil !  Ail  wel  I  aee. 
That  they  hem  shape  to  diaoejrve  thee. 
To  make  thee  buxom  to  hir  lawe, 
And  with  hir  corde  thee  to  drawe      4420 
Wher^o  hem  lust,  right  at  hir  wU  ; 
I  drede  they  have  thee  brought  thertil. 
Withoute  comfort,  thought  me  aleeth  ; 
Thia  game  wol  bringe  me  to  my  deeth. 
For  if  your  tS^x^^B  wille  I  lese,  4425 

I  mote  be  deed  ;  I  mi^  not  oheee. 
And  if  that  thou  foryete  me, 
Myn  herte  ahal  never  in  lyking  be ; 
Nor  elles-where  finde  aolaoe, 
If  I  be  put  out  of  your  grace,  4450 

Aa  it  ahal  never  been,  I  hope ; 
Than  ahulde  I  falle[n]  in  wanhope. 

[Her$t  at  1.  4070  of  the  French  text, 
ends  the  work  of  Q.  do  Lorria ;  ofid 
begifu  the  work  0/ Jean  de  Meun.] 

Allaa,  in  wanhope  ?— nay,  pardee ! 
For  I  wol  nevef  diapeired  be. 
If  Hope  me  fiule,  than  am  I  4435 

Ungracioua  and  unworthy ; 
In  Hope  I  wol  comforted  be, 
For  Love,  whan  he  bitaught  hir  me, 
Seide,  that  Hope,  wher-ao  I  go, 
Shulde  ay  be  releea  to  my  wo.  4440 

But  what  and  ahe  my  balis  bete, 
And  be  to  me  curteia  and  awete  ? 
She  ia  in  no-thing  ftil  certeyn. 
Lovera  ahe  put  in  Ail  gret  i>e3m, 
And  makith  hem  with  wo  to  dele.      4445 
Hir  fair  biheeet  diaoeyveth  fele. 
For  ahe  wol  hihote,  aikirly , 
And  fidlen  aftir  outrely. 
A !  that  ia  a  All  noyona  lAiing  ! 
For  many  a  lover,  in  loving,  4450 

Hangeth  upon  hir,  and  trusteth  Aut, 
Whibhe  leae  hir  travel  at  the  laat. 
Of  thing  to  comen  ahe  woot  right  nought ; 
Therfore,  if  it  be  wyaly  sought, 
Hir  counaeille,  foly  ia  to  take.  4455 

For  many  tymea,  whan  she  wol  make 
A  All  good  ailogiame,  I  drede 
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That  aflirward  ther  shal  in  dede 

Folwe  an  evel  oondnsioan  ; 

This  jmt  me  in  oonAisionn.  4460 

For  many  tymes  I  have  it  seen, 

That  many  have  bigyled  been. 

For  trost  that  they  have  set  in  Hope, 

Which  fel  hem  aftirward  a-tlope. 

But  natheles  jrit,  gladly  she  wolde,  446!$ 
That  he,  that  wol  him  with  hir  hdde, 
Hadde  alle  tymes  f  his  porpos  clere, 
Withoute  deoeyte,  or  any  were. 
That  she  desireth  sikirly ; 
Whan  I  hir  blamed,  I  did  fbly.  4470 

Bnt  what  avayleth  hir  good  wille, 
Whan  she  ne  may  stannche  my  stonnde 

ille? 
That  holpith  litel,  that  she  may  do, 
Ontake  biheest  nnto  my  wo. 
And  heeste  oerteyn,  in  no  wyse,  4475 

Withonte  yift,  is  not  to  fpryse. 

Whan  heest  and  deed  a-snndir  varie, 
They  doon  [me  have]  a  gret  oontraria 
Thns  am  I  possed  np  and  doon 
With  dool,  thought,  and  conAudonn;  4480 
Of  my  disese  ther  is  no  nonmbre. 
Dannger  and  Shame  me  encombre, 
Drede  also,  and  Jeloosye, 
And  Wikked-Tonge,  fill  of  envye. 
Of  whiohe  the  sharpe  and  omel  ire     4485 
Fal  oft  me  pnt  in  gret  martire. 
They  han  my  joye  ftdly  let, 
Sith  Bialaooil  they  have  bishet 
Fro  me  in  prisonn  wikkidly, 
Whom  I  love  so  entierly,  4490 

That  it  wol  my  bane  be. 
But  I  the  soner  may  him  see. 
And  yit  moreover,  wnrst  of  alle, 
Ther  is  set  to  kepe,  foole  hir  bifUle ! 
A  rimpled  vekke,  fer  ronne  in  age,     4495 
Frowning  and  yelowe  in  hir  visage. 
Which  in  awi^^  lyth  day  and  night, 
That  noon  of  hem  may  have  a  sight. 
Now  moot  my  sorwe  enforced  be ; 
Fol  soth  it  is,  that  Love  yaf  me  4500 

Three  wonder  yifbes  of  his  grace, 
Which  I  have  lorn  now  in  this  place, 
Sith  they  ne  may,  withonte  drede, 
Helpen  bat  litel,  who  taketh  hede. 
For  here  availeth  no  Swete-Thonght,  4505 
And  Swete-Speche  helpith  right  nought. 
The  thridde  was  called  Swete-Loking, 


That  now  is  lorn,  withont  lesing. 

[The]  yiftes  were  fair,  bnt  not  forthy 

Th^  helpe  me  but  simp[il]ly,  4510 

But  BialacoQ  [may]  loosed  be. 

To  gon  at  large  and  to  be  finee. 

For  him  my  lyf  lyth  al  in  dout, 

But-if  he  come  the  rather  out. 

Alias  !  I  trowe  it  wol  not  been  !  4515 

For  how  shuld  I  evermore  him  seen  ? 

He  may  not  out,  and  that  is  wrong, 

Bicause  the  tour  is  so  strong. 

How  shulde  he  out  ?  1^  whos  prowesae, 

Out  of  so  strong  a  fbrteresse  ?  45J0 

By  me,  cert^yn,  it  nil  be  do ; 

Gk>d  woot,  I  have  no  wit  therto ! 

But  wel  I  woot  I  was  in  rage, 

Wban  I  to  Love  dide  homage. 

Who  was  in  cause,  in  sothfastnesae,  4535 

But  hir-«ilf,  dame  Idelnesse, 

Which  me  conveyed,  thurgh  fkir  pr^yere, 

To  entre  into  that  fair  vergere  ? 

She  was  to  blame  me  to  leve. 

The  which  now  doth  me  sore  greve.   4530 

A  foolis  word  is  nought  to  trowe, 

Ne  worth  an  appel  for  to  lowe ; 

Men  shulde  him  snibbe  bittirly, 

At  pryme  temps  of  his  fdy. 

I  was  a  fool,  and  she  me  leved,  45.\<; 

Thurgh  whom  I  am  right  nought  releved. 

She  accomplisshed  al  my  wil. 

That  now  me  greveth  wondir  il. 

Resoun  me  seide  what  shulde  fklle. 

A  fool  my-silf  I  may  wel  calle,  4540 

That  love  a^yde  I  had  not  leyde, 

And  trowed  that  dame  Besoun  aeyde, 

Besoun  had  bothe  skile  and  right, 

Wban  she  me  blamed,  with  al  hir  might, 

To  medle  of  love,  that  hath  me  shent ; 

But  oerteyn  now  I  wol  repent.  4546 

*  And  shulde  I  repent  ?    Nay,  parde ! 
A  flals  traitour  than  shulde  I  be. 
The  develles  engine  wolde  me  take. 
If  I  my  florde  wolde  forsake,  4590 

Or  Bialacoil  falsly  bitn^ye. 
Shulde  I  at  mischeef  hate  him  ?  nay, 
Sith  he  now,  for  his  ourteqye, 
Is  in  prisoun  of  Jolousye. 
Curtesye  oerteyn  dide  he  me,  4555 

So  fmuohe,  it  may  not  yoLden.  be, 
Whan  he  the  hay  passen  me  lete. 
To  kisse  the  rose,  fiaire  and  swetc 
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Sbvlde  I  therfore  onxme  him  xnangree  ? 

Nij,  e&rteynlj,  ifc  shal  not  be  ;  4560 

Por  Loiv«  dud  nerer,  fif  god  -wil, 

H«ffe  of  me,  thnrgh  word  or  wil, 

Oisnce  or  compUynt,  more  or  lease, 

Tflithar  of  Hope  nor  Idilneese  ; 

For  eertis,  it  were  -wrong  that  I  4565 

Hitad  hem  for  hir  onrte^sre. 

TW  is  not  elliflf  bat  soffine  and  thinke, 

Aad  tvaken  whan  I  shnlde  winhe ; 

Jlbjrde  in  hope,  til  Love,  thnrgh  ohaonce, 

Snde  me  sooonr  or  allegeannoe,         4570 

Kspeetent  ay  til  I  may  mete 

Tofelen  mer^  of  that  swete. 

'WhylcMn  I  thinke  how  Love  to  me 
S^de  lie  wkMb  take[n]  att(e]  gree 
It  Mrvise,  if  nnpacienoe  4575 

Cmted.  me  to  doon  offence. 
Hs  njde,  "  In  thank  I  shal  it  take, 
Aadhigfa  maister  eek  thee  make, 
If  vikkedneese  ne  reve  it  thee ; 
te  tone,  I  trowe,  that  shal  not  be.**  4580 
These  were  his  wordie  hy  and  by ; 
Itaemed  he  loved  zne  trewly. 
Sov  is  ther  not  bat  serve  him  wele, 
If  thftt  I  thinke  his  thank  to  fele. 
XjgDod,  myn  hann,  lyth  hool  in  me ; 
InLovemaynodefiuitebe;  4586 

Fortrewe  Love  ■f'ftilid  never  man. 
Scthfy,  the  firate  mot  nedis  than 
(AiGod  forbede !)  be  fbnnde  in  me, 
iidhow it  oometh,  I  can  not  seei     4590 
Sov  1st  it  goon  as  it  may  go ; 
Wtber  Love  wol  sooonre  me  or  slo, 
Httt^  do  hool  on  me  his  wiL 
luB  io  sore  boonde  him  til, 
ft^n  his  sefvyse  I  may  not  fleen ;     4595 
^Irfsnd  deth,  withoaten  wene, 
his  his  hand ;  I  may  not  chese ;  - 
Besisj  me  do  bothe  winne  and  lese. 
lad  lith  so  sore  he  doth  me  greve, 
Tii,  if  my  hist  he  wolde  aoheve  4600 

T^Bislsooil  goodly  to  be, 
I  Tcve  no  force  what  feUe  on  me. 
F«thca|^  I  dye,  as  I  mot  nede, 
Ipnye  Love,  of  his  goodlihede, 
To  KslsooQ  do  gentilnesse,  4605 

Vvvhom  I  live  in  saoh  distresse, 
Ast  I  mote  deyen  for  penaonce. 
te  int,  witheate  r^>entaimce, 
I  vol  me  ronfesso  in  good  entent, 


And  make  in  haste  my  testament,     4610 
As  lovers  doon  that  felen  smerte : — 
To  Bialacoil  leve  I  myn  herte 
Al  hool,  withoate  departing. 
Or  doaUenesse  of  repenting.* 

Ooment  Baiaoun  vient  a  I/amant. 

Thns  as  I  made  my  passage  4615 

In  compleynt,  and  in  orael  rage. 
And  I  fnist  wher  to  finde  a  leche 
That  ooathe  onto  myn  helping  eche, 
Sodeynly  agayn  comen  doon 
Oat  of  hir  toor  I  saogh  Besoon,  4620 

Discrete  and  wys,  and  fal  plesannt, 
And  of  hir  porte  ttH.  avenaant. 
The  ri^te  w^  she  took  to  me. 
Which  stood  in  greet  perplezite. 
That  was  posshed  in  every  side,  4625 

That  I  nist  where  I  might  abyde. 
Til  she,  demurely  sad  of  chere, 
Seide  to  me  as  she  com  nere  : — 

*  Myn  owne  fireend,  art  thon  yit  greved  ? 
How  is  this  qnarel  3dt  aoheved  4630 
Of  Loves  syde  ?    Anoon  me  telle ; 

Hast  thou  not  yit  of  love  thy  fille  ? 
Art  thon  not  weiy  of  thy  servyse 
That  thee  hath  [pyned]  in  sich  vryae  ? 
What  jojre  hast  thoa  in  thy  loving  ?  4635 
Is  it  swete  or  bitter  thing? 
Canst  thou  yit  chese,  lat  me  see. 
What  best  thy  sooonr  mighte  be  ? 

*  Thon  servest  a  ful  noble  lord. 
That  maketh  thee  thral  for  thy  reward. 
Which  ay  renewith  thy  tarment,       4641 
With  foly  so  he  hath  thee  blent. 

Then  felle  in  mischeef  thilke  day. 

Whan  thoa  didest,  the  sothe  to  say, 

Ob^ysaonce  and  eek  homage ;  4645 

Thon  wrooghtest  no-thing  as  the  sage. 

Whan  thou  bioam  his  liege  man. 

Thou  didist  a  gret  foly  than  ; 

Thoa  wistest  not  what  fel  therto, 

With  what  lord  thoa  haddist  to  do.    4650 

If  thou  haddist  him  wel  knowe, 

Thoa  haddist  nonght  be  bronght  so  lowe ; 

For  if  thou  wistest  what  it  were, 

Thou  noldist  serve  him  half  a  yeer, 

Not  a  weke,  nor  half  a  day,  4655 

Ne  yit  an  hour  withoate  delay, 

Ne  never  fhan  loved  paramours. 
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His  lordship  is  so  fhl  of  Bhoores. 
Klnowest  him  ought  ?  * 

L'Amaunt.  *  To,  dame,  porde !  * 

RaUoun.     *  Nay,  nay/ 

L'AmaunL      *  Yes,  I.* 

Raitoun,  *  Wherof,  lat  see  ? '  4660 

L'Amaunt.     ^  Of  that  he  seyde  I  shxilde 
be 
Glad  to  have  sich  lord  as  he, 
And  maister  of  sich  seignoiy.* 

Saieoun.    *■  Knowist  him  no  more  ? ' 

L'Amaunt  *  Nay,  oertis,  I, 

Save  that  he  yaf  me  rewles  there,       466$ 
And  wente  his  wey,  I  niste  where. 
And  I  abood  botmde  in  balannce.* 

Bai9oun.   'Lo,thereanobleconisaanoeI 
Bnt  I  wil  that  thoa  knowe  him  now 
Ginning  and  ende,  sith  that  thou       4670 
Art  so  anguisshons  and  mate, 
Disfigured  out  of  astate ; 
Ther  may  no  wreoohe  have  more  of  wo, 
Ne  oaitif  noon  enduren  so. 
It  were  to  every  man  sitting  4675 

Of  his  lord  have  knowleching. 
For  if  thou  knewe  him,  out  of  dont. 
Lightly  thou  shulde  escapen  out 
Of  the  prisoun  that  marreth  thee.* 

L'Amaunt     '  Te,  dame !  sith  my  lord 
is  he,  4680 

And  I  his  man,  maad  with  myn  honde, 
I  wolde  right  fayn  undirstonde 
To  knowe[n]  of  what  kinde  he  be. 
If  any  wolde  enforme  me.' 

Baisoun,    '  I  wolde,'  seid  Resoun,  *  thee 
lere,  4685 

Sith  thou  to  leme  hast  sich  desire. 
And  shewe  thee,  withouten  fable, 
A  thing  that  is  not  demonstrable. 
Thou  shalt  [here  leme]  without  science. 
And  knowe,  withonte  ezi>erienoe,      4690 
The  thing  that  may  not  knowen  be, 
Ne  wist  ne  shewid  in  no  degree. 
Thou  mayst  the  sothe  of  it  not  witen, 
Though  in  thee  it  were  writen. 
Thou  shalt  not  knowe  therof  more     4695 
Whyle  thou  art  reuled  by  his  lore ; 
But  unto  him  that  love  wol  flee. 
The  knotte  may  unclosed  be. 
Which  hath  to  thee,  as  it  is  founde. 
So  long  be  knot  and  not  unbounde.    4700 
Now  sette  wel  thyn  entenoioun, 


To  here  of  love  discripoioun. 

'  Love,  it  is  an  hateful  pees, 
A  free  acquitaunoe,  without  relees, 
t A  trouthe,  fret  full  of  falshede,  4705 

A  sikemeese,  al  set  in  drede ; 
In  herte  is  a  dispeiring  hope, 
And  ftdle  of  hope,  it  is  wanhope ; 
Wyse  woodnesse,  and  wood  resoun, 
A  swete  peril,  in  to  droune,  4710 

An  bevy  birthen,  light  to  here, 
A  wikked  wawe  awey  to  were. 
It  is  Oaribdis  perilous, 
Disagreable  and  gracious. 
It  is  disoordaunoe  that  can  acoorde,   4715 
And  accordaunoe  to  disoorde. 
It  is  cunning  withoute  science. 
Wisdom  withoute  sapience, 
Wit  withoute  disorecioun, 
Havoir,  withoute  possessioun.  4720 

It  is  fsike  hele  and  hool  siknesae, 
A  fthrust  drowned  fin  dronkenesse, 
fAn  helthe  tal  of  maladye. 
And  charitee  tal  ef  envye, 
fAn  hunger  tal  of  habundaunce,        4735 
And  a  gredy  snffisannce ; 
Delyt  right  ftil  of  hevinesse, 
And  dreri[h]ed  tal  of  gladnesse ; 
Bitter  swetnesse  and  swete  errour. 
Right  evel  savoured  good  savour ;       4790 
f  Sinne  that  pardoun  hath  withinne. 
And   pardoun    spotted    without    [with] 

sinne; 
A  peyne  also  it  is,  joyous, 
And  felonye  right  pitous ; 
Also  pley  that  selde  is  stable,  4735 

And  stede&st  [stat],  right  movable ; 
A  strengthe,  weyked  to  stonde  upright, 
And  feblenesse,  ful  of  might ; 
Wit  unavjrsed,  sage  folye, 
And  joye  tal  of  tiunoientiye ;  4740 

A  laughter  it  is,  weping  ay. 
Best,  that  traveyleth  night  and  day ; 
Also  a  swete  heUe  it  is, 
And  a  sorowfbl  Paradys ; 
A  plesaunt  gi^yl  and  esy  prisoun,        4745 
And,  fU  of  froste,  somer  sesoun  ; 
Pryme  temps,  fal  of  f^x>stes  whyte. 
And  May,  devoide  of  al  delyte, 
With  seer  braunches,  blossoms  ungrene ; 
And  newe  frxgrt,  fillid  with  winter  tene. 
It  is  a  slowe,  may  not  forbore  4751 
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Baggei,  rilianed  with  gold,  to  -were* 

Fior  al-eo  vel  wol  love  be  set 

ruder  ragges  as  riche  roohet ; 

And  eek  as  wel  fbe  amoarettes  4755 

In  moanung  Uak,  as  bright  bamett^ 

For  Doon  is  of  so  mochel  prys, 

y*  BO  man  fonnden  [is]  so  wys, 

Xe  noon  so  high  is  of  parage, 

S«  no  man  foande  of  wit  so  sage,       4760 

Xo  man  so  hardy  ne  so  wight, 

5e  no  man  of  so  mochel  might, 

Xoon  so  folfUUed  of  boonte, 

'^Bdt  he  with  love  may  dannted  be. 

.U  tlie  irorld  holdiih  this  way ;  4765 

Love  makith  alio  to  goon  miswey, 

Bot  it  be  they  of  yvel  lyf. 

Whom  Genius  corsith,  man  and  wyf, 

Tint  wrongly  werke  ageyn  nature. 

Som  soche  I  love,  ne  have  no  cure    4770 

Of  fnehe  as  Loves  servaunts  been, 

.lad  vol  not  hy  my  counsel  fleen. 

Pk^  I  ne  preyse  that  loving, 

Wker-thorgh  man,  at  the  laste  ending, 

S^  ealle  hem  wreochis  ftdle  of  wo,  4775 

Lbto  greveth  hem  and  shendith  so. 

Bot  if  thou  wolt  wel  Love  eschewe, 

F^  to  escape  out  of  his  mewe, 

SM  make  al  hool  thy  sorwe  to  slake, 

Sobettir  oounsel  mayst  thou  take,    4780 

t^  thinke  to  fleen  wel,  y-wis ; 

X17  nooght  helpe  elles ;   for  wite  thou 

this>— 
Iftkoaflee  it,  it  shal  flee  thee ; 
Voiovt  it,  and  fokrwen  shal  it  thee.' 

VAmauMt     Whan  I  hadde   herd   al 
KmnmrneyiL,  4785 

Which  hadde  spilt  hir  speohe  in  veyn  : 

Dime,'  s^e  I,  *  I  dar  wel  sey 
OiihiM  avannt  me  wel  I  may 
That  from  your  soole  so  deviaunt 
I  tm,  that  never  the  more  avaunt     4790 
Kgfatnoaghtam  I,  thurgh  your  doctxyne ; 
I  dvDe  under  your  disciplyne ; 
I«qC  no  more  than  [I]  wist  fer, 
Tome  so  oontrarie  and  so  fer 
Ue?ery  thing  that  ye  me  lere ;  4795 

Aadyit  I  can  it  al  fparcuere. 
Xjn  herte  foryetith  therof  right  nought, 
It  ii  10  writen  in  my  thought ; 
^  depe  fgiaven  it  is  so  tendir 
Tyt  tl  fay  herte  I  can  it  rendre,       4800 


And  rede  it  over  oomunely ; 
But  to  my-silf  lewedist  am  L 

'  But  sith  ye  love  disoreven  so, 
And  lakke  and  prelse  it,  bothe  two, 
Defyneth  it  into  this  letter,  4805 

That  I  may  thenke  on  it  the  better 
For  I  herde  never  +diffyne  it  ere, 
And  wilfully  I  wolde  it  lere.' 

Baisoun.     '  If  love  be  serohed  wel  and 
sought, 
It  is  a  ^ykenesse  of  the  thought  4810 

Annexed  and  f  knot  bitwixe  tweyne, 
f  Which  male  and  female,  with  00  cheyne, 
So  frely  byndith,  that  they  nil  twinne, 
Whether  so  therof  they  lese  or  winne. 
The  roote  springith,  thurgh  hoot  bren- 

nin«»  4815 

Into  disordinat  desiring 
For  to  kissen  and  enbraoe, 
And  at  her  lust  them  to  solace. 
Of  other  thing  love  reochith  nought. 
But  setteth  hir  herte  and  al  hir  thought 
More  for  delectacioun  4821 

Than  any  procreaoioun 
Of  other  fruyt  by  fengendring ; 
Which  love  to  god  is  not  plesing ; 
For  of  hir  body  fruyt  to  get  4825 

They  yeve  no  force,  they  are  so  set 
Upon  delyt,  to  pley  in-fere. 
And  somme  have  also  this  manere, 
To  feynen  hem  for  love  soke ; 
Sich  love  I  preise  not  at  a  leke.  4830 

For  paramours  they  do  but  feyne ; 
To  love  truly  they  disdeyne. 
They  fedsen  ladies  traitoursly, 
And  sweren  hem  othes  utterly, 
With  many  a  losing,  and  many  a  fable, 
And  al  they  finden  deoeyvable.  4836 

Andt  whanne  they  f  her  lust  han  geten, 
The  hoote  ernes  they  al  fbryeten. 
Wimmen,  the  harm  they  byen  fid  sore ; 
But  men  this  thenken  evermore,       4840 
That  lasse  harm  is,  so  mote  I  thee, 
Disceyve  them,  than  disceyved  be ; 
And  namely,  wher  they  ne  may 
Finde  non  other  mene  wey. 
For  I  wot  wel,  in  soth&stnesse,  4845 

That  fwho  doth  now  his  bisynesse 
With  any  womman  for  to  dele. 
For  any  lust  that  he  may  fele, 
But-if  it  be  for  engendrure, 
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He  doth  trespasse,  I  yoa  engnre.         4850 

For  he  ahnlde  setten  al  his  wil 

To  geten  a  liUy  thing  him  til, 

And  to  8nstene[n],  if  he  might, 

And  kepe  forth,  by  kindes  right, 

His  owne  lyknesse  and  aemblable,      4855 

For  hicanse  al  is  oommpable. 

And  faile  shnlde  sacoessionn. 

No  were  fther  generacioon 

Onr  sectifl  strene  for  to  sare. 

Whan  fader  or  moder  am  in  grave,  4860 

Hir  children  shnlde,  whan  they  hen  deede, 

Fal  diligent  ben,  in  hir  steede. 

To  nse  that  werke  on  snoh  a  wyse. 

That  oon  may  thorgh  another  13^6. 

Therfore  set  Kinde  therin  delyt,         4865 

For  men  therin  shnlde  hem  delyte. 

And  of  that  dede  be  not  erke, 

Bat  ofte  sythes  hannt  that  werke. 

For  noon  wolde  drawe  therof  a  dranght 

Ne  were  delyt,  which  hath  him  canght. 

This  hadde  sotil  dame  Nature ;  4871 

For  noon  goth  right,  I  thee  ensnre, 

Ne  hath  entent  hool  ne  jMurfyt ; 

For  hir  desir  is  for  delyt, 

The  which  fortened  creoe  and  eke       4875 

The  pley  of  love  for-ofte  seke. 

And  thralle  hem-sUf,  they  be  so  nyoe, 

Unto  the  prince  of  every  vyoe. 

For  of  ech  sinne  it  is  the  rote, 

UnlefUle  lost,  though  it  be  sote,        4880 

And  of  al  yvel  the  raeyne. 

As  Tullias  can  determyne. 

Which  in  his  tyme  was  ftd  sage, 

In  a  boke  he  made  of  Age, 

Wher  that  more  he  pr^yseth  Elde,     4885 

Though  he  be  croked  and  nnwelde, 

And  more  of  commendaoioon. 

Than  Youthe  in  his  discripdonn. 

For  Yonthe  set  bothe  man  and  wyf 

In  al  perel  of  sonle  and  lyf ;  4890 

And  perel  is,  but  men  have  grace, 

The  ftyme  of  yonthe  for  to  pace, 

Withoute  any  deth  or  distresse. 

It  is  so  fhl  of  wildenesse ; 

So  ofbe  it  doth  shame  or  damage        4895 

To  him  or  to  his  linage. 

It  ledith  man  now  np,  now  donn, 

In  moohel  dissolncionn. 

And  makith  him  love  jrvel  company. 

And  lede  his  lyf  disrewUly,  4900 


And  halt  him  payed  with  noon  estate. 

Within  him-silf  is  snch  debate. 

He  channgith  pnrpos  and  entent. 

And  yalt  [him]  into  som  covent, 

To  liven  aftir  her  empryse,  4905 

And  lesith  fredom  and  frannchyse. 

That  Nature  in  him  hadde  set. 

The  which  ageyn  he  may  not  get. 

If  he  there  mtdce  his  mansioun 

For  to  al^e  professioun.  49 1'  > 

Though  for  a  tyme  his  herte  absents, 

It  may  not  fayle,  he  shal  repente. 

And  eke  abyde  thilke  day 

To  leve  his  abit,  and  goon  his  way, 

And  lesith  his  worship  and  his  name. 

And  dar  not  come  ageyn  for  shame ;  4916 

But  al  his  lyf  he  doth  so  moume, 

Bicause  he  dar  not  boom  retoume. 

Fredom  of  kinde  so  lost  hath  he 

That  never  may  recured  be,  49^* 

fBut-if  that  god  him  graunte  grace 

That  he  may,  er  he  hennes  pace, 

Conteyne  undir  obedience 

Thurgh  the  vertu  of  pacience. 

For  Youthe  set  man  in  al  folye,  4925 

In  unthrift  and  in  ribaudye, 

In  leccherye,  and  in  outrage. 

So  ofte  it  channgith  of  corage. 

Youthe  ginneth  ofte  sich  baigeyn. 

That  may  not  ende  withouten  poyn.  4930 

In  gret  perel  is  set  youth-hede, 

Delyt  so  doth  his  bridil  lede. 

Delyt  •fHihus  hangith,  drede  theo  nought, 

Bothe  mannis  body  and  his  thought, 

Only  thurgh  f  Youthe,  his  chamberere. 

That  to  don  3^el  is  customere,  493^ 

And  of  nought  elles  taketh  hede 

But  only  folkes  for  to  lede 

Into  disporte  and  wildenesse, 

So  is  [she]  froward  from  sadnesse.       4940 

^  But  Elde  drawith  hem  ther&o  ; 
Who  wot  it  nought,  he  may  wel  go 
fDemand  of  hem  that  now  am  olde. 
That  whylom  Youthe  hadde  in  holde, 
Which  yit  fremembre  of  tendir  age,  4945 
How  it  hem  brought  in  many  a  rage, 
And  many  a  foly  therin  wrought. 
But  now  that  Elde  hath  fhem  thurgh- 

sought. 
They  repente  hem  of  her  folye, 
That  Youthe  hem  putte  in  jupardye,  495D 
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In  perel  and  in  mnclie  wo, 
And  made  hem  ofte  amis  to  do, 
And  soon  yvel  oompanye, 
Blot  and  a^oiatex3re. 

*  Bot  Elde  fcan  age^  rertnyne     49155 
Vnm  soche  foly,  end  refoeyne, 

And  Be*  men,  hy  hir  ordinannee. 

In  good  reole  and  in  govemannoeL 

Bat  yrel  she  spendtth  hir  servyae, 

For  noman  wolhirloveffnepiyee;  4960 

She  Is  hated,  this  wot  I  wela 

Hir  aoq-oe3^taimoe  wolde  no  man  fele, 

Ve  han  of  Elde  oompanye. 

Ken  hate  to  be  of  hir  alye^ 

For  no  man  wolde  bicomen  olde,        49^ 

Ke  dye,  whan  he  is  yong  and  bolde. 

And  Elde  merreilith  right  gretly, 

Whan  they  rememhre  hem  inwardly 

Of  many  a  pereloas  empiyse, 

Whiehe  that  th^  wrought  in   sondiy 

wyse,  4970 

How  ever  th^  might,  withonte  blame, 
&eape  uwey  withonte  shame. 
In  yonthe,  withoate[n]  damage 
Or  repreef  of  her  linage, 
Losee  of  membre,  sheding  of  blode,    4975 
Perel  of  deth,  or  losse  of  good. 
*Wost   thon   nought   where    Yoathe 

aWt, 
That  men  so  poreisen  in  her  wit  ? 
With  Delyt  she  halt  sojonr. 
For  bothe  th^  dwellen  in  00  tour.    4980 
As  longe  aa  Yoathe  is  in  sesoon. 
They  dwellen  in  oon  mansionn. 
IMyt  of  Yovthe  wol  have  senryse 
To  do  w^iat  so  he  wol  devyse ; 
And  Yoatha  is  redy  evermore  4985 

For  to  obey,  for  smerte  of  sore, 
Cnto  Belyt,  and  him  to  yive 
Hir  eervise,  wh^  that  she  may  live. 

*  When  Elde  abit,  I  wol  thee  telle 
Shortly,  and  no  whyle  dwelle,  4990 
For  thider  bihoveth  thee  to  go. 

If  Deth  in  yoathe  thee  not  slo, 

Of  this  jonm^y  thoa  maist  not  fiule. 

With  hir  lAbonr  and  Travaile 

Lagged  been,  with  Sorwe  and  Wo,     4995 

Thai  never  oat  of  hir  ooarte  go. 

Peyne  and  Dlstrease,  SyknesM  and  Ire, 

And  Malenooly,  that  angry  sire, 

Ben  of  hir  palejs  senatoori ; 


Oroning    and   Gmcching,    hir   herber- 
geoors,  5000 

The  day  and  night,  hir  to  torment, 
With  ornel  Deth  they  hir  present, 
And  tellen  hir,  erliohe  and  late, 
That  Deth  fstant  armed  at  hir  gate. 
Than  bringe  they  to  hir  remembraonce 
The  foly  dedis  of  hir  infaonoe,  5006 

Which  causen  hir  to  monme  in  wo 
That  Yoathe  hath  hir  bigiled  so. 
Which  sodeynly  awey  is  hasted. 
She  fwepetii  the  l^me  that  she  hath 
^Tasted,  5010 

Gompleyning  of  the  preterit. 
And  the  present,  that  not  abit. 
And  of  hir  olde  vanitee, 
That,  bat  afom  hir  she  may  see 
In  the  fhtore  som  ioconr,  5015 

To  leggen  hir  of  hir  doloar. 
To  graont  hir  tyme  of  repentaonoe. 
For  hir  sinnes  to  do  penaonoe. 
And  at  the  lasts  so  hir  goveme 
To  winne  the  joy  that  is  eteme,  5020 

Fro  which  go  bakwaxd  Yoathe  f  hir  made. 
In  vanitee  to  droane  and  wade. 
For  present  tyme  abidith  noaght, 
It  is  more  swifb  than  any  thooght ; 
So  litel  whyle  it  doth  endore  5035 

That  ther  nis  oompte  ne  mesare. 

*  Bat  how  that  ever  the  game  go. 
Who  list  f  have  joye  and  mirth  also 
Of  love,  be  it  he  or  she, 
High  or  lowe,  who[8o]  it  be,  5030 

In  £rayt  th^  sholde  hem  delyte ; 
Her  part  they  nuby  not  elles  qoyte. 
To  save  hem-silf  in  honestee. 
And  yit  ftd  many  oon  I  see 
Of  wimmen,  sothly  for  to  seyne,  5c>35 

That  [ay]  desire  and  wolde  fayne 
The  pley  of  love,  they  be  so  wilde. 
And  not  ooveite  to  go  with  ohilde. 
And  if  with  child  they  be  perchaanoe. 
They  wole  it  holde  a  gret  misohannce ; 
Bat  what-som-ever  wo  they  fele,         5041 
They  wol  not  pleyne,  bat  concele ; 
Bat-if  it  be  any  fool  or  nyoe. 
In  whom  that  shame  hath  no  jostyoe. 
For  to  delyt  echon  they  drawe,  5045 

That  haante  this  werk,  bothe  high  and 

lawe. 
Save  sioh  that  ar[e}n  worth  right  noaght, 
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Tliat  for  money  wol  be  bought. 

Snoh  love  I  preise  in  no  wj^se, 

^^luui  it  is  fgiven  for  ooveitiae.  5090 

I  preise  no  womman,  tboogb  i^e  be  wood. 

That  yereth  hir-«ilf  for  any  good. 

For  litel  shnlde  a  man  telle 

Of  hir,  that  wol  hir  body  sella, 

Be  she  mayde,  be  she  wyf,  5055 

That  qnik  wol  selle  hir,  by  hir  lyf. 

How  fiure  chere  that  ever  she  make. 

He  is  a  wrecche,  I  ondirtake. 

That  f  loveth  sach  one,  for  swete  or  sonr. 

Though  she  him  caUe  hir  paramonr^  5060 

And  langheth  on  l»iw»,  and  makith  him 

feeste. 
For  oerteynly  no  soehe  [a]  beeste    . 
To  be  loved  is  not  worthy, 
Or  here  the  name  of  dra(e]ry. 
Noon  shnlde  hir  please,  bat  he  were  wood. 
That  wol  dispoile  him  of  his  good.      5066 
Yit  nevertheles,  I  wol  not  sey 
fBnt  she,  for  solace  and  for  pl^, 
May  a  jewel  or  other  thing 
Take  of  her  loves  free  yeving ;  5070 

Bat  that  she  aske  it  in  no  wjrse. 
For  drede  of  shame  of  ooveityse. 
And  she  of  hirs  may  him,  oerteyn, 
Withoate  sclanndre,  yeven  ageyn. 
And  joyne  her  hertes  togidre  so  5075 

la  love,  and  take  and  yeve  also. 
Trowe  not  that  I  wolde  hem  twinne, 
Whan  in  her  love  ther  is  no  sinne ; 
I  wol  that  they  togedre  go. 
And  doon  al  that  they  han  ado,  5080 

As  cartels  shalde  and  debonaire. 
And  in  her  love  beren  hem  &ire, 
Withoate  vyoe,  bothe  he  and  she ; 
So  that  alwey,  in  honestee. 
Fro  foly  love  fthey  kepe  hem  dere    5085 
That  brenneth  hertis  with  his  fere ; 
And  that  her  love,  in  any  wyse, 
Be  devoid  of  ooveityse. 
Good  love  shalde  engendrid  be 
Of  trewe  herte,  jast,  and  seoree,         5090 
And  not  of  sach  as  sette  her  thought 
To  have  her  lost,  and  eUis  nought. 
So  are  they  caught  in  Loves  laoe, 
Truly,  for  bodily  solace. 
Fleshly  delyt  is  so  present  5095 

With  thee,  that  setto  al  thyn  entent, 
Withoate  more  (what  shalde  I  glose  f) 


For  to  gete  and  have  the  Rose ; 

Which  makith  iJiee  so  mate  and  wood 

That  thou  desirest  noon  other  good.  5100 

Bat  thou  art  not  an  inche  the  nerre. 

But  ever  al^dest  in  sorwe  and  werze. 

As  in  thy  fisce  it  is  sene ; 

It  makith  thee  bothe  pale  and  lane ; 

Thy  might,  thy  verta  goth  away.        5105 

A  sory  gest,  in  goode  fior, 

Thoa  •fherberedest  than  in  thyn  inne, 

The  Qod  of  Love  whan  thou  let  inne ! 

Wherfore  I  rede,  thoa  shette  him  oat, 

Or  he  shal  greve  thee,  oat  of  doate ;  5110 

For  to  thy  profit  it  wol  tame, 

If  he  nomore  with  thee  sojoume. 

In  gret  mischeef  and  sorwe  sonken 

Ben  hertis,  that  of  love  am  dronken. 

As  thoa  peraventore  knowen  shal,      51 15 

Whan  thoa  hast  lost  i-thy  tyme  al, 

And  spent  "fthy  youthe  in  jrdilnesse, 

In  waste,  and  wofol  lastinesse ; 

If  thoa  maist  live  the  tyme  to  see 

Of  love  for  to  delivered  be,  51J0 

Thy  lyme  thoa  shalt  biwepe  sore 

The  whiche  never  thoa  maist  restcKre. 

(For  tyme  lost,  as  men  may  see, 

For  northing  m^y  reeured  beX 

And  if  thoa  scape  yit,  atte  laste,  5125 

Fro  Love,  that  hatii  thee  so  fiMte 

Knit  and  boonden  in  his  lace, 

Certeyn,  I  holde  it  but  a  gtaoa 

For  many  con,  as  it  is  seyn. 

Have  lost,  and  spent  also  in  v^yn,      5130 

In  his  servyse,  withoate  soooor. 

Body  and  soule,  good,  and  tresour, 

Wit,  and  strengthe,  and  eek  richeose, 

Of  which  they  hadde  never  redresse.' 

Thus  tau^t  and  preehed  hath  Beaoon, 
Bat  Love  spilte  hir  sermoon,  5136 

That  was  so  imped  in  my  thought, 
That  hir  doctrine  I  sette  at  noughts 
And  yit  ne  seide  she  never  a  dele, 
That  I  ne  understode  it  wele,  5140 

Word  1^  word,  the  mater  aL 
But  unto  Love  I  was  so  thral. 
Which  callith  over-al  his  pray, 
He  ohasith  so  my  thought  falway, 
And  holdith  myn  herte  ondir  his  sele. 
As  trust  and  trew  as  any  stele  ;  5146 

80  that  no  devoeioon 
Ne  hadde  lin  the  san&oon 
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Of  dame  Besonn,  neof  hir  rede; 

It  toke  no  sojonr  in  myn  hede.  5150 

For  alle  yede  out  at  oon  ere 

Tliat  in  that  other  she  dide  lore ; 

Folly  on  me  she  lost  hir  lore, 

Hit  apeehe  me  greved  wondir  sore. 

fThan  unto  hir  for  ire  I  aeide,         5155 
For  anger,  aa  I  dide  abraide  : 
'Dama,  and  ia  it  your  wille  algate, 
That  I  not  love,  bat  that  I  hate 
AUe  man,  as  ye  me  teche? 
For  if  I  do  aftir  your  speche,  5160 

Sith  that  ye  aeyn  love  is  not  good. 
Than  mnst  I  nedis  say  with  mood, 
If  I  it  lave,  in  hatrede  ay 
Liven,  and  -roide  love  away 
From  me,  [and  been]  a  sinAil  wreoohe. 
Hated  of  all  that  [love  that]  teoche.    51^ 
I  may  not  go  noon  other  gate, 
Vc€  eiUier  must  I  love  or  hate. 
And  if^I  hate  men  of-newe 
Hare  tiian  love,  it  wol  me  rewe. 
As  I7  ycmr  preching  semeth  me. 
For  Love  no-thing  ne  preisith  thee. 
Te  jeve  good  oonnseil,  sikirly, 
TBat  prechith  me  al-diay,  that  I 
fii^Mi*^**  not  Loves  lore  alowe  ;* 
He  were  a  fool,  wolde  yon  not  trowe ! 
In  speche  also  ye  han  me  taught 
Another  love,  that  knowen  is  naught, 
Wfaieh  I  have  herd  yon  not  reprove, 
To  love  ech  other ;  by  your  leve,         5x80 
If  ye  wolde  diffyne  it  me, 
I  woide  gladly  here,  to  see, 
At  the  leeet,  if  I  may  lere 
Of  sondry  loves  the  manere.* 

*Gertis,    freend,    a   fbol   art 

5185 

Whan  that  thoa  no-thing  wolt  aUowe 
That  I  [thee]  for  thy  profit  say. 
Tit  wol  I  sey  thee  more,  in  fay ; 
Fm  I  am  redy,  at  the  leste, 
To  aoeomplisahe  thy  reqneste,  5190 

Bat  I  not  wher  it  wol  avayle ; 
In  vcyne,  peranntre,  I  shal  travayle. 
Lsve  ther  is  in  sondry  wyse, 
As  I  sbal  thee  here  devyse. 
For  som  love  leAxl  is  and  good ;  5195 

I  menenot  that  which  makith  thee  wood. 
And  bringith  thee  in  many  a  fit. 
And  mrJashith  fio  thee  al  thy  wit, 


5170 


5>75 


It  is  so  merveiloos  and  qneynt ; 

With  such  love  be  no  more  aqfoeynt.  5200 

Oomment  Baisonn  difilinist 
fAmistie. 

'  Love  of  Frendshipe  also  ther  is. 
Which  makith  no  man  doon  amis. 
Of  wille  knit  bitwise  two, 
That  wol  not  breke  for  wele  ne  wo  ,- 
Which  long  is  lykly  to  oontone,  5205 

Whan  wille  and  goodis  ben  in  oomnne ; 
Qroonded  by  goddis  ordinannoe, 
Hool,  withonte  disoordannoe ; 
With  hem  holding  oomnntee 
Of  al  her  goode  in  oharitee,  5310 

That  ther  be  noon  ezoepoioim 
Thnigh  channging  of  entenoionn ; 
That  ech  helpe  other  at  hir  neede. 
And  wysly  hele  bothe  word  and  dede ; 
Trewe  of  mening,  devoid  of  slonthe,   5315 
For  wit  is  nonght  withonte  tronthe ; 
So  that  the  ton  dar  al  his  thought 
Seyn  to  his  ft«end,  and  spare  nonght, 
As  to  him-silf,  withont  dreding 
To  be  discovered  by  wreying.  5320 

For  glad  is  that  coi^jnncoioun, 
Whan  ther  is  noon  sospeoionn 
[Ne  lak  in  hem],  whom  they  wolde  prove 
That  trew  and  parfit  weren  in  love. 
For  no  man  m^y  be  amiable,  5235 

Bnt-if  he  be  so  ferme  and  stable. 
That  fortune  channge  him  not,  ne  blixide^ 
Bat  that  his  freend  alwey  him  finde, 
Bothe  pore  and  riohe,  in  oo[n]  [e]8tate. 
For  if  his  freend,  thnrgh  any  gate,     52  v> 
Wol  oompleyne  of  his  povertee. 
He  shnlde  not  l^e  so  long,  til  he 
Of  his  helping  him  reqnere ; 
For  good  deed,  don  [but]  thnrgh  prayere, 
Is  sold,  and  booght  to  dere,  y-wis,      ^2^1; 
To  hert  that  of  gret  valoar  is. 
For  hert  ftiMUed  of  gentilnesse 
Can  3nrel  demene  his  distresse. 
And  man  that  worthy  is  of  name 
To  asken  often  hath  gret  shame.         5240 
A  good  man  brenneth  in  his  thought 
For  shame,  whan  he  axeth  ooght. 
He  hath  gret  thought,  and  dredith  ay 
For  his  disese,  whan  he  shal  pray 
Hia  freend,  lest  that  he  warned  be,    5245 
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Til  that  he  preve  his  stabiltee. 

But  whan  that  he  hath  fonnden  oon 

That  trusty  is  and  trew  as  stone, 

And  [hath]  assayed  him  at  al, 

And  fonnd  him  Btede£Ebst  as  a  waXj      5250 

And  of  his  freendship  be  certeyne, 

He  shal  him  shewe  bothe  joye  and  peyne, 

And  al  that  [he]  dar  thinke  or  sey, 

Withonte  shame,  as  he  wel  may. 

For  how  shnlde  he  ashamed  be  5355 

Of  sich  oon  as  I  tolde  thee  ? 

For  whan  he  woot  his  seoree  thought, 

The  thridde  shal  knowe  ther-of  nght 

nought ; 
For  tweyn  in  nombre  is  bet  than  three 
In  evexy  counsel  and  seoree.  5260 

Bepreve  he  dredeth  never  a  del, 
Who  that  biset  his  wordis  wel ; 
For  every  wys  man,  out  of  drede. 
Can  kepe  his  tunge  til  he  see  nede ; 
And  fooles  can  not  holde  hir  tonge ;  5265 
A  fooles  belle  is  sone  runge. 
Yit  shal  a  trewe  freend  do  more 
To  helpe  his  felowe  of  his  sore. 
And  soooure  him,  whan  he  hath  node, 
In  al  that  he  may  doon  in  dede ;        5270 
And  gladder  [be]  that  he  him  plesith 
Than  [is]  his  felowe  that  he  esith. 
And  if  he  do  not  his  requeste, 
He  shal  as  mochel  him  moleste 
As  his  felow,  for  that  he  5375 

May  not  fulfllle  his  voluntee 
[As]  AiUy  as  he  hath  requered. 
If  f  bothe  hertis  Love  hath  fered, 
Joy  and  wo  they  shul  depart. 
And  take  evenly  ech  his  part  5280 

Half  his  anoy  he  shal  have  ay. 
And  comfort  [him]  what  that  he  may ; 
And  of  f  his  blisse  parte  shal  he, 
If  love  wol  departed  be. 

'  And  whilom  of  this  famitee  5385 

Spak  Tullius  in  a  ditee ; 
f"  A  man  shulde  maken  his  request 
Unto  his  freend,  that  is  honest ; 
And  he  goodly  shulde  it  ftilflUe, 
But  it  the  more  were  out  of  skile,       5390 
And  otherwise  not  graunt  therto. 
Except  only  in  foases  two  : 
If  men  his  freend  to  deth  wolde  dxyve, 
Lat  him  be  bi^y  to  save  his  lyve. 
Alsoifmen  wolanhimaasayle,  5395 


Of  his  wurship  to  make  him  faile, 

And  hindren  y^irn  of  his  renoun, 

Lat  him,  with  fal  entenoioun, 

His  dever  doon  in  ech  degree 

That  his  freend  ne  shamed  be,  5300 

In  this  two  foases  with  his  might, 

Taking  no  kepe  to  skile  nor  right, 

As  ferre  as  love  may  him  excuse ; 

This  oughte  no  man  to  reftise." 

This  love  that  I  have  told  to  thee       5305 

Is  no-thing  contrarie  to  me ; 

This  wol  I  that  thou  folowe  wel. 

And  leve  the  tother  eveiydel. 

This  love  to  vertu  al  attendith,  5309 

The  tothir  fooles  blent  and  shendith. 

*  Another  love  also  there  is, 
That  is  contrarie  unto  this. 
Which  de«yre  is  so  constreyned 
That  [it]  is  but  wille  feyned ; 
Awey  fro  trouthe  it  doth  so  varie,       5315 
That  to  good  love  it  is  contrarie ; 
For  it  maymeth,  in  many  wyse, 
Syke  hertis  with  coveityse ; 
Al  in  winnixig  and  in  profyt 
Sich  love  settith  his  delyt.  53J0 

This  love  so  hangeth  in  balannoe 
That,  if  it  16se  his  hope,  perchannce, 
Of  lucre,  that  he  is  set  upon. 
It  wol  faile,  and  quenche  anon ; 
For  |io  man  may  be  amorous,  5335 

Ne  in  his  living  vertuous, 
But-[if  ]  he  love  more,  in  mood, 
Hen  for  hem-silf  than  for  hir  good. 
For  love  that  profit  doth  abyde 
Is  fals,  and  bit  not  in  no  tyde.  5330 

[This]  love  oometh  of  dame  Fortune, 
That  litel  whyle  wol  contune ; 
For  it  shal  chaungen  wonder  sone. 
And  take  eolips  right  as  the  mone, 
Whan  fshe  is  from  us  [y>l6t  5335 

Thuigh  erthe,  that  bitwize  is  set 
The  Sonne  and  hir,  as  it  may  fledle, 
Be  it  in  paity,  or  in  alle ; 
The  shadowe  maketh  her  bemis  merke. 
And  hir  homes  to  shewe  derke,  5340 

That  part  where  she  hath  lost  fthe  lyght 
Of  Phebus  Ailly,  and  the  sight ; 
Til,  whan  the  shadowe  is  overpast, 
She  is  enlumined  ageyn  as  fiewte,         5344 
fThurgh  brightnesse  of  the  soni 
lliat  yeveth  to  hir  ageyn  hir  lemet. 
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Thai  lore  is  rifl^ht  of  aioh  xiatnTe ; 

Now  18  [it]  fair,  and  now  olwoiire, 

Xow  briglit,  now  oUpaj  of  numeie, 

And  whykun  dim,  and  whjlom  dere.  5350 

As  sone  as  Po  v«rte  ginneih  take, 

With  mantel  and  [with]  wedis  Uake 

[It]  hidith  of  Love  the  light  awcor. 

That  into  night  it  tometh  dt^ ; 

Tt  mmy  not  see  Kicihegse  shyne  5355 

lil  the  Makte  shadowes  fyua. 

For,  whan  Sieheeae  thyneth  bright, 

Lore  recorereth  agc^yn  his  light ; 

AAd  whan  it  fiuUth,  he  wol  flit, 

And  as  she  •hgroweth,  so  groweth  it.  5360 

'Of  this  love,  heze  what  I  sey : — 
The  riche  men  are  loved  ay, 
And.  TinnieTy  tho  that  spanuid  bene, 
Ihat  wol  n<yt  wasihe  hir  hertes  olene 
Ofthefiltha,nor  of  the  vyoe  5365 

Of  giedy  hrenning  avaiyoe. 
The  liche  man  Ail  fond  is,  y-wis, 
That  weneth  that  he  loved  is. 
If  Ihat  his  herte  it  nndlratood, 
It  is  not  ha,  it  is  his  good ;  5370 

He  may  wel  witen  in  his  thought, 
His  good  is  loved,  and  he  right  nonght^ 
For  if  he  be  a  nigard  eke, 
Men  wole  not  sette  by  him  a  leke, 
Sot  haten  him  ;  this  is  the  soth.         5375 
Lc^  what  pxofit  his  oatel  doth  ! 
Of  every  man  that  may  him  aee. 
It  getath  him  nought  bat  enmitee. 
But  he  amende  fhim  of  that  vyoe. 
And  knowe  him-silf^  he  is  not  wya.     5380 

'Cotis,  he  shnlde  ay  fireendly  be, 
To  gefce  him  love  also  ben  free, 
Or  elhs  ha  is  not  wyse  ne  sage 
No  more  tlum  is  a  goto  ramage. 
That  he  not  loveth,  his  dede  proveth, 
Whan  he  his  riehenso  so  wel  loveth,  5386 
That  he  wol  hyde  it  ay  and  siMure, 
Hia  poTB  freendis  seen  ibr£ure ; 
Tok^e  'fi^  ay  is  his  pwpose^ 
Til  for  drede  his  «yen  oloae,  5390 

And  til  a  wikked  deth  him  take ; 
Hhn  hadde  lever  asondre  shake. 
And  late  this  limes  aiondre  ryve, 
Than  leve  his  xichesie  in  his  lyve. 
Ha  thwikHh  parte  it  with  no  man  ;   5395 
Certayn,  no  love  is  in  him  than. 
How  dinlde  love  within  him  be, 


Whan  in  his  herte  is  no  pite  ? 

That  he  trespasseth,  wel  I  wat, 

For  ech  man  knowith  his  estat ;         5400 

For  wel  him  fonghte  be  reproved 

That  loveth  nought,  ne  is  not  loved. 

*  But  dth  we  am  to  Fortune  comen, 
And  fhan  our  sermoun  of  hir  nomen, 
A  wondir  wil  I  telle  thee  now,  5405 

Thou  herdist  never  sich  oon,  I  trow. 
I  not  v^her  thou  me  leven  shal, 
Though  sothfastnesae  it  be  fin  al. 
As  it  is  writen,  and  is  sooth, 
That  onto  men  more  profit  doth         5410 
The  froward  Fortune  and  oontraire. 
Than  the  swote  and  debonaire  i 
And  if  thee  thinke  it  is  doutable. 
It  is  thurgh  azgument  provable. 
For  the  debonaire  and  softe  5415 

Falsith  and  bigylith  ofte ; 
For  liche  a  moder  she  can  cherishe 
And  milken  as  doth  A  norys  ; 
And  of  hir  goode  to  fhem  deles. 
And  yeveth  f  hem  part  of  her  joweles, 
With  grete  riohesse  and  dignitee ;      5421 
And  hem  she  hoteth  stabilitee 
In  a  state  that  is  not  stable, 
But  cbannging  ay  and  variable ; 
And  fedith  fhem  with  glorie  veyne,  54J5 
And  worldly  blisse  noncertesme. 
Whan  she  f  hem  settith  on  hir  whole. 
Than  wene  they  to  be  right  wole. 
And  in  so  stable  state  withalle. 
That  never  they  wene  for  to  £ftlle.      5430 
And  whan  they  set  so  high[e]  be, 
Th^  wene  to  have  in  certeintee 
Of  hertly  frendis  fso  gret  noumbre. 
That  no-thing  mighte  her  stat  enoombre ; 
They  trusts  hem  so  on  every  syde,      5435 
Wening  with  fhem  they  wolde  abyde 
In  every  perel  and  misohaunoe, 
'V^thoute  chaunge  or  variaunce, 
Bothe  of  catel  and  of  good  ; 
And  also  for  to  spende  hir  blood        5440 
And  aUe  hir  membris  for  to  spille. 
Only  to  ftOfiUe  hir  wille. 
They  maken  it  hole  in  many  wyse. 
And  hoten  hem  hir  Ail  servyse. 
How  sore  that  it  do  hem  smerte,         5445 
Into  hir  very  naked  sherte ! 
Herte  and  al,  so  hole  they  yeve, 
For  the  tyme  that  they  may  live, 
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So  that,  with  her  flaterye, 

They  maken  foolis  glor^e  5450 

Of  hir  wordis  [greet]  speking, 

And  han  fthere-of  a  rejoysing, 

And  trowe  hem  as  the  Evangyle ; 

And  it  18  al  falsheed  and  gyle, 

As  they  shal  afterwarde[8]  see,  5455 

Whan  they  am  falle  in  povertee, 

And  heen  of  good  and  catel  bare  ; 

Than   shnlde   they  seen  who   f^eendis 

ware. 
For  of  an  hundred,  cert^ynly, 
Nor  of  a  thousand  ful  soarsly,  5460 

Ne  shal  they  fynde  unnethis  oon, 
Whan  povertee  is  oomen  upon. 
For  fthis  Fortune  that  I  of  teUe, 
With  men  whan  hir  lust  to  dwelle, 
Hakith  hem  to  lese  hir  conisaunce,    5465 
And  nourishith  hem  in  ignoraunce. 

*  But  froward  Fortune  and  perverse, 
Whan  high  estatis  she  doth  reverse. 
And  maketh  hem  to  tumble  doun 
Of  hir  whele,  with  sodeyn  toum,        5470 
And  firom  hir  richesse  doth  hem  flee, 
And  plongeth  hem  in  povertee. 
As  a  stepmoder  envyous, 
And  leyeth  a  piastre  dolorous 
Unto  her  hertis,  wounded  egre,  5475 

Which  is  not  tempred  with  vinegre, 
But  with  poverte  and  indigence, 
f  She  sheweth,  by  experience, 
That  she  is  Fortune  verely 
In  whom  no  man  shulde  affy,  5480 

Nor  in  hir  yefbis  have  flaunce, 
She  is  BO  ful  of  variaunce. 
Thus  can  she  maken  high  and  lowe, 
Whan  they  &om  richesse  ar[e]n  throwe, 
Fully  to  knowen,  withouten  were,      5485 
Freend  of  feffect,  and  freend  of  chere ; 
And  which  in  love  weren  trew  and  stable, 
And  whiohe  also  weren  variable, 
After  Fortune,  hir  goddesse, 
In  poverte,  outher  in  richesse ;  5490 

For  al  fshe  yeveth,  out  of  drede, 
Unhappe  bereveth  it  in  dede ; 
For  Infortune  flat  not  oon 
Of  freendis,  whan  Fortune  is  goon ; 
I  mene  tho  freendis  that  wol  flee        5495 
Anoon  as  entreth  povertee. 
And  yit  they  wol  not  leve  hem  so. 
But  in  ech  place  where  they  go 


They  caUe  hem  "wrecohe,**  scome  and 

blame, 
And  of  hir  mishappe  hem  difEieune,     55U0 
And,  namely,  siche  as  in  richesse 
Pretendith  most  of  stablenesse, 
Whan  that  they  sawe  him  set  onlofbe, 
And  weren  of  him  socoured  ofte. 
And  most  y-holpe  in  al  hir  nede  :       5505 
But  now  they  take  no  maner  hede. 
But  seyn,  in  voice  of  flaterye, 
That  now  apperith  hir  folye, 
Over-«l  where-so  they  fere, 
And  singe,  "  Gk),  farewel  feldefare.**    551U 
Alle  suche  freendis  I  beshrewe. 
For  of  [the]  trewe  ther  be  to  fewe ; 
But  sothfast  freendis,  what  so  bityde, 
In  every  fortune  wolen  abyde  ; 
They  han  hir  hertis  in  suche  noblesse 
That  they  nil  love  for  no  richesse ;     5516 
Nor,  for  that  Fortune  may  hem  sonde. 
They  wolen  hem  socoure  and  defende  ; 
And  chaunge  for  sofbe  ne  for  sore. 
For  who  is  freend,  loveth  evermore.   55/0 
Though  men  drawe  swerd  his  freend  to  slo. 
He  may  not  hewe  hir  love  atwo. 
But,  in  [the]  case  that  I  shal  sey, 
For  pride  and  ire  lose  it  he  may, 
And  for  reprove  by  nycetee,  55^5 

And  discovering  of  privitee, 
With  tonge  wounding,  as  feloun, 
Thurgh  venemous  detraccioun. 
Frend  in  this  case  wol  gon  his  way. 
For  no-thing  greve  him  more  ne  may ; 
And  for  nought  ellis  wol  he  flee,  55.^1 

If  that  he  love  in  stabilitee. 
And  certeyn,  he  is  wel  bigoon 
Among  a  thousand  that  fyndith  oon. 
For  ther  may  be  no  richesse,  55x«; 

Ageyns  frendship,  of  worthinesse; 
For  it  ne  may  so  high  atteigne 
As  may  the  valonre,  sooth  to  seyne, 
Of  him  that  loveth  trew  and  -wel ; 
Frendship  is  more  than  is  oateL  5540 

For  freend  in  court  ay  better  is 
Than  peny  in  [his]  purs,  oertis ; 
And  Fortune,  mishapping. 
Whan  upon  men  she  is  ffelling, 
Thurgh  mistuming  of  hir  chaunoei,    5545 
And  fcasteth  hem  oute  of  balaunce. 
She  makith,  thurgh  hir  adversitee, 
Hen  ftd  deerly  for  to  see 
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Him  thAt  is  ireend  in  ezistenoe 

From  him  Uiat  is  hy  apparemioe,  5550 

For  Lallartiine  makith  snoon 

To  knowe  thy  fireendis  fro  thy  foon, 

Bf  ezperianoe,  right  as  it  is ; 

The  which  is  more  to  preyse,  y-wis, 

Than  fis  midie  richesee  and  tresoax ; 

For  mora  fdoth  profit  and  valour       5556 

PoTcrte,  and  siush  adversitee, 

Bi&re  than  doth  prosperitee ; 

For  the  toon  ysveth  conisannoe, 

And  tha  totker  ignoraonoe.  5560 

'And  thns  in  poverte  is  in  dede 

Tnmthe  declared  fro  falsehede ; 

For  fi^^te  frendis  it  wol  declare, 
And  trewe  also,  what  way  they  fSEura. 

For  whan  he  was  in  his  riohesse,         5565 

TbesB  freendis,  inl  of  donhlanesse, 

Ojfirid  him  in  many  wyae 

Heit  and  body,  and  servyse. 

What  wolde  he  than  ha  fyeve  to  ha 

boaght 
To  knowen  openly  her  thongfat,  5570 

That  he  now  hath  so  derly  seen  ? 
The  laasa  faigyled  he  sholde  have  been 
.ind  he  hadde  than  pero^yved  it, 
Bat  richesu  nold  not  late  him  wit. 
Wei  mofra  avanntage  doth  him  than,  5575 
Sith  that  it  makith  him  a  wys  man, 
His  greet  misoheef  that  he  frec^yveth. 
Than  doth  richesse  that  him  deoeyveth. 
ffii  Tif— n  zielie  ne  makith  nought 
Him  that  on  treaonr  set  his  thong^t ; 
For  riefaease  stont  in  snlBsannce         5581 
.\nd  no-thing  in  habandaanoe ; 
For  snffiaaonce  alH>n]y 
Makith  noen  to  live  riohely. 
For  he  that  hath  [bat]  miehes  tweyne, 
Xe  [mo9«]  valne  in  his  demeigne,         5586 
Liveth  more  at  ese,  and  more  is  riohe. 
Than  doth  he  that  is  [so]  ohiohe, 
And  in  his  hem  hath,  soth  to  seyn, 
.An  hxmdred  -tmnwis  of  whete  greyn,  5590 
ThoQgh  be  be  chi^maan  or  marohannt, 
-And  have  of  goide  many  besannt. 
For  in  the  gating  he  hath  such  wo, 
-And  in  the  keping  drede  also, 
.And  set  crveimore  his  biaynesse  5595 

For  to  eiMsrese,  and  not  to  lease, 
Fnr  to  augment  and  multiply. 
And  though  on  hepis  'fit  lye  him  by, 


Yit  never  shal  make  his  rioheese 

Asseth  nnto  his  gredinesse.  5600 

Bat  the  povre  that  reochith  nooght, 

Save  of  his  lyflode,  in  his  thought, 

Which  that  he  getith  with  his  travaile, 

He  dredith  nought  that  it  shal  faile, 

Though  he  have  lytel  worldis  good,    5605 

Mfete  and  drinke,  and  esy  food, 

Upon  his  travel  and  living, 

And  also  saffisaunt  cloChing. 

Or  if  in  qrknesse  that  he  falle, 

And  lothe  mete  and  drink  withaUe,  5610 

Though  he  have  nought,  his  mete  to  by, 

He  shal  bithinke  him  hastely. 

To  pntte  him  out  of  al  daunger, 

That  ho  of  mete  hath  no  mister ; 

Or  that  he  may  with  litel  eke  5615 

Be  founden,  whyl  that  he  is  aeke ; 

Or  that  men  shul  him  fbere  in  hast, 

To  live,  til  his  sykneese  be  past, 

To  somme  maysondewe  bi^yde ;  5619 

He  cast  nought  what  shal  him  bityde. 

He  thenkith  nought  that  ever  he  shal 

Into  any  syknesse  fiEdle. 

« And  though  it  falle,  as  it  may  be, 
That  al  betyme  spare  shal  he 
As  mochel  as  shal  to  him  suflyce,       5625 
Whyl  he  is  syke  in  any  wsrse, 
He  doth  [it],  for  that  he  wol  be 
Content  with  his  povertee 
Withoate  nede  of  any  man. 
So  miche  in  litel  have  he  can,  5630 

He  is  api^ed  with  his  fortone ; 
And  for  he  nil  be  importune 
Unto  no  wight,  ne  onerous. 
Nor  of  hir  goodes  coveitous ; 
Therfore  he  spareth,  it  may  wel  been, 
His  pore  estat  for  to  sustene.  5636 

*  Or  if  him  lust  not  for  to  spare, 
Bat  soffirith  forth,  as  nought  ne  ware, 
Atte  last  it  hapneth,  as  it  may. 
Bight  unto  his  laste  day,  5640 

And  ftaketh  the  world  as  it  wolde  be ; 
For  ever  in  herte  thenkith  he, 
The  soner  that  [the]  deeth  him  slo, 
To  paradys  the  soner  go 
He  shal,  there  for  to  live  in  blisse,      5645 
Where  that  he  shal  no  good  misse. 
Thider  he  hopith  god  shal  him  sonde 
Aftir  his  wrecchid  lyves  ende. 
Pictagoras  bimmlf  reherses, 
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In  a  book  that  the  Golden  Verses       5650 
Is  depid,  for  the  nobilitee 
Of  the  honourable  ditee  : — 
"  Than,  whan  thou  gost  thy  body  fro, 
Free  in  the  eir  thon  shalt  np  go, 
And  leven  al  hnmanitee,  5655 

And  purely  live  in  deitee." — 
He  is  a  fool,  withouten  were,  ' 

That  trowith  have  his  oountre  here. 
"  In  erthe  is  not  our  countree," 
That  may  these  clerkis  s^yn  and  see  5660 
In  Boeoe  of  Consolacioun, 
Where  it  is  maked  mencioun 
Of  our  oountree  pleyn  at  the  eye. 
By  teching  of  philosophye. 
Where  lewid  men  might  lere  wit,       5665 
Who-so  that  wolde  translaten  it. 
If  he  be  sich  that  can  wel  live 
Aftir  his  rente  may  him  yive. 
And  not  desyreth  more  to  have. 
That  may  fro  povertee  him  save  :       5670 
A  wys  man  seide,  as  we  may  seen. 
Is  no  man  wrecched,  but  he  it  wene, 
Be  he  king,  knight,  or  riband. 
And  many  a  riband  is  mery  and  baud. 
That  swlnkith,  and  berith,  bothe  day  and 
night,  5675 

Many  a  burthen  of  gret  might, 
The  whiche  doth  him  lasse  offense, 
For  he  8u£EHth  in  pacience. 
They  laugh  and  daunce,  trippe  and  singe, 
And  ley  not  up  for  her  living,  5680 

But  in  the  tavern  al  dispendith 
The  winning  that  god  hem  sendith. 
Than  goth  he,  &rdels  for  to  here, 
With  as  good  ohere  ai  he  dide  ere ; 
To  swinke  and  traveile  he  not  feynith, 
For  for  to  robben  he  disdeynith  ;        5686 
But  right  anoon,  aftir  hia  swinke, 
He  goth  to  tavern  for  to  drinke. 
Alle  these  ar  riohe  in  abnndaunce, 
That  can  thus  have  suffisaunoe  5690 

Wel  more  than  can  an  usurere, 
As  god  wel  knowith,  withoute  were. 
For  an  usurer,  so  god  me  see, 
dhal  never  for  riohesse  riche  bee, 
But  evermore  pore  and  indigent,        5695 
Scarce,  and  gredy  in  his  entent. 

*  For  soth  it  is,  whom  it  diiplase, 
Ther  may  no  marchaunt  live  at  ese ; 
Mia  herte  in  sioh  a  fwere  is  set, 


That  it  quik  brenneth  [more]  to  get,   5700 

Ne  never  shal  fenough  have  geten  ; 

Though  he  have  gold  in  gemers  yeten, 

For  to  be  nedy  he  dredith  sore. 

Wherfore  to  geten  more  and  more 

He  set  his  herte  and  his  desire ;  5705 

So  hote  he  bronnith  in  the  fire 

Of  ooveitise,  that  makith  him  wood 

To  purchase  other  mennes  good. 

He  undirfongith  a  gret  peyne. 

That  undirtakith  to  drinke  up  Seyne  ; 

For  the  more  he  drinkith,  ay  5711 

The  more  he  levetb,  the  soth  to  say. 

f  This  is  the  thurst  of  fals  geting. 

That  last  ever  in  ooveiting. 

And  the  angoiRshe  and  distresse         5715 

With  the  fire  of  gredinesse. 

She  fighteth  with  him  ay,  and  gtryveth. 

That  his  herte  asondre  lyveth  ; 

Such  gredinesse  him  assaylith, 

That  whan  he  most  hath,  most  he  fie^lith. 

^  Phisiciens  and  advocates  57^1 

Qon  right  by  the  same  yates ; 
They  selle  hir  science  for  winning, 
And  haunte  hir  orafbe  for  greet  geting. 
Hir  winning  is  of  such  swetnesse,        5725 
That  if  a  man  falle  in  sikenesse, 
They  are  fal  glad,  for  hir  encrese ; 
For  by  hir  wille,  withoute  lees, 
Everiohe  man  shulde  be  seke,  5739 

And  though  they  dye,  they  set  not  a  leke. 
After,  whan  they  the  gold  have  take, 
Ful  litel  care  for  hem  they  make. 
They  wolde  that  fourty  were  seke  at  onis. 
Ye,  two  hundred,  in  flesh  and  bonis. 
And  yit  two  thousand,  as  I  gesse,        5735 
For  to  encresen  her  riohesse. 
They  wol  not  worohen,  in  no  wyse. 
But  for  lucre  and  coveityse ; 
For  fysyk  ginneth  first  by^y, 
The  fysycien  also  sothely ;  5740 

And  sithen  it  goth  fro  yV  ^  tff ; 
To  tmste  on  hem,  it  is  foly ; 
For  they  nil,  in  no  manor  gree, 
Do  right  nought  for  charitee. 

*  Eke  in  the  same  seote  are  set         5745 
Alle  tho  that  prechen  for  to  get 
Worshipes,  honour,  and  riohesse. 
Her  hertis  am  in  greet  distresse, 
That  folk  [ne]  live  not  holily. 
But  aboven  al,  spedaly,  5750 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


HuaimTBL] 


Zit  (g^mMtd  of  iQe  (£to0e. 


59 


Sieh  M  preohen  [for]  v^yng^lorie, 
Aad  tovird  god  have  no  memorie, 
Bot  ferth  M  jpoorites  trace, 
iftd  to  her  aooles  deth  parchaoe, 
JLndoQtward  fahewen  holynease,        5755 
Tbmgh  th«j  be  ftille  of  ommdnesse. 
St^  licht  to  the  apoetles  twelve, 
l^deoeyve  other  and  hem-eelve ; 
^fjkd  is  the  gyler  than. 
Fflrpnching  of  aonrsed  man,  5760 

IVoQ^  [it]  to  other  may  profyte, 
Hianlf  ETafleth  not  a  myte ; 
For  oft  good  predicacioon 
Oneth  of  evel  entencioon. 
Tbhimnotvailith  hiapreching,  57^^ 

Al  heipo  he  other  with  his  teohing ; 
ht  vhece  th^  good  enaanmple  take, 
!kre  ii  he  with  v^yngloiie  ehake. 
'Ast  lat  OS  leven  these  preohoores, 
A»d  9eke  of  hem  that  in  her  toores  5770 
Hcpe  iq>  her  gold,  and  faste  shette, 
Afidioro  thuon  her  herte  sette. 
!^  neither  love  god,  nedrede 
Tliirk«pe  more  than  it  is  nede, 
Aiiin  har  bagges  sore  it  fainde,  5775 

^  of  the  foxme,  and  of  the  winde ; 
T^potte  up  more  than  nede  ware, 
Wka  they  teen  pore  folk  forikre, 
Fvhnnger  dye,  and  for  oold  quake ; 
Oodetnwelvengeannoetheroftake.  5780 
*T)oc8  fret  misoheves  heni  assailith, 
AadUnuin  gadrin^  ay  travaylith ; 


With  moche  peyne  they  winne  rinhesse ; 

And  drede  hem  holdith  in  distresse. 

To  kq>e  that  they  gadre  faste ;  5785 

With  sorwe  they  leve  it  at  the  laste  ; 

With  sorwe  they  bothe  dye  and  live, 

That  fto  riohease  her  hertis  yive, 

And  in  defitnte  of  love  it  is. 

As  it  shewith  iiil  wel,  y-wis.  57;o 

For  if  these  gredy,  the  sothe  to  seyn, 

Loveden,  and  were  loved  age3m, 

And  good  love  regned  over-alle, 

Such  wikkidnesse  ne  sholde  falle ; 

Bat  he  sholde  yeve  that  most  good  had 

To  hem  that  weren  in  nede  bietad,     5796 

And  live  withonte  £ftls  nsore, 

For  oharitee  tal  dene  and  pure. 

If  they  hem  yeve  to  goodnesse, 

Defending  hem  from  ydelnesse,  5800 

In  al  this  world  than  pore  noon 

We  shnlde  finde,  I  trowe,  not  oon. 

Bat  ohaonged  is  this  world  anstable  ; 

For  love  is  over-al  vendable. 

We  see  that  no  man  loveth  now  5805 

But  for  winning  and  for  prow  ; 

And  love  is  thralled  in  servage 

Whan  it  is  sold  for  avaontage  ; 

Tit  wommen  wol  hir  bodies  selle  ;      5809 

Saohe  soales  goth  to  the  devel  of  helle.' 

[Here  ends  1.  5170  0/  the  F.  text.  A 
great  gap  foUovoe.  The  next  Une  an- 
gwers  to  L  10717  cf  the  same.] 
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^W  Lore  had  told  hem  his  entente, 
^bin)iuige  to  ooancel  wente  ; 
Ii  Buy  sentences  they  fille, 
^djrenly  they  seide  hir  wille  : 
fcl  iftir  disoord  they  accorded, 
iadhiraoeord  to  Love  recorded. 
Sr,'  Mden  th^,  *■  we  been  at  oon, 
^  «•»  aooord  of  everichoon, 
0«(-takeBichesseal-only, 
^wwen  hath  ftd  haat^ynly, 
1W  die  the  esstel  fnU  assaile, 
^nyte astroke  in  this  bataile, 
^ikkdait,  ne  mace,  spere,  ne  knyf, 


5815 


58TO 


For  man  that  speketh  or  bereth  the  lyf, 

And  blameth  your  empryse,  y-wis,      5825 

And  fW>m  our  boost  departed  is, 

(At  leeste  wey,  as  in  this  plyte,} 

So  hath  she  this  man  in  dispyte ; 

For  she  seith  he  ne  loved  hir  never, 

And  therfor  she  wol  hate  him  ever.    58.^ 

For  he  wol  gadre  no  tresore. 

He  hath  hir  wrath  for  evermore. 

He  agilte  hir  never  in  other  oaas, 

Lo,  here  al  hooUy  his  trespas  ! 

She  seith  wel,  that  this  other  day       5835 

He  asked  hir  leve  to  goon  the  way 
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That  is  depid  To-moche-YoTing, 

And  spak  fnl  faixe  in  his  praying ; 

Bat  whan  he  prayde  hir,  pore  was  he, 

Therfore  she  warned  him  the  entree.  5840 

Ne  yit  is  he  not  thriven  so 

That  he  hath  geten  a  i>eny  or  two, 

That  qnitly  is  his  owne  in  hold. 

Thus  hath  Bichesse  ns  alle  told ; 

And  whan  Biohesse  OB  this  recorded,  5845 

Withouten  hir  we  been  accorded. 

*  And  we  finde  in  our  acoordaonoe, 
That  Ealse-SemUant  and  Ahstinaimce, 
With  aUe  the  folk  of  hir  hataile, 
Shnlle  at  the  hinder  gate  assayle,       5850 
That  Wikkid-Tonge  hath  in  keping, 
With  his  Normans,  ftdle  of  jangling. 
And  with  hem  Cnrtesie  and  Largesse, 
That  shnlle  shewe  hir  hardinesse 

To  the  olde  wyf  that  fkepeth  so  haide 
Fair- Welcoming  within  her  warde.    5856 
Than  shal  Deljrte  and  Wel-HeUnge 
Fonde  Shame  adonn*  to  brings ; 
With  al  hir  boost,  erly  and  late, 
Th^  shnlle  assailen  fthilke  gate.       5860 
Agaynes  Drede  shal  Hardinesse 
Assayle,  and  also  Sikemesse, 
With  al  the  folk  of  hir  leding. 
That  never  wist  what  was  fleing. 

*  Fraunchyse  shal  fighte,  and  eek  Fitee, 
With  Dannger  Ail  of  cmeltee.  5866 
Thus  is  your  boost  ordeyned  wel ; 
Donn  shal  the  oastel  eveiy  del, 

If  everiche  do  his  entente, 
So  that  Venus  be  preeente,  5870 

Yonr  moder,  tal  of  vassalage. 
That  can  y-nongb  of  snob  nsage ; 
Withouten  hir  may  no  wight  spede 
This  werk,  neither  for  word  ne  dede. 
Therfore  is  good  ye  for  hir  sende,        5875 
For  thurgh  hir  may  this  werk  amende.* 
Amour,    'Lordinges,  my   moder,    the 
goddesse. 
That  is  my  lady,  and  my  maistresse, 
Nis  not  [at]  al  at  my  willing, 
Ne  doth  not  al  my  desyring.  5880 

Yit  can  she  som-tyme  doon  labour, 
Whan  that  hir  lust,  in  my  sooour, 
f  Al  my  nedes  for  to  acheve. 
But  now  I  thenke  hir  not  to  greve. 
Hy  moder  is  she,  and  of  childhede     5885 
I  botbe  worshipe  hir,  and  eek  drede ; 


For  who  that  dredeth  sire  ne  dame 

Shal  it  abye  in  body  or  name. 

And,  natheles,  yit  ounne  we 

Sende  after  hir,  if  nede  be ;  5S90 

And  were  she  nigh,  she  comen  wolde, 

I  trowe  that  no-thing  mi^t  hir  holde. 

*  Hy  moder  is  of  greet  prowesse ; 
She  hath  tan  many  a  forteresse, 

That  cost  hath  many  a  pounder  this,  5895 
llier  I  nas  not  present,  y-wis ; 
And  3rit  men  seide  it  was  my  dede ; 
But  I  come  never  in  that  stede ; 
Ne  me  ne  lyketh,  so  mote  I  thee, 
Such  ftoures  take  withoate  me.  5900 

For-why  me  thanketh  that,  in  no  wyse. 
It  may  ben  oleped  but  marohandisei 

*  Gk>  bye  a  courser,  blak  or  whyte, 
And  pay  therfor ;  than  art  thou  qnyte. 
The  marohaunt  oweth  thee  right  nought, 
Ne  thou  him,  whan  thou  [hast]  it  bought. 
I  wol  not  selling  depe  yeving,  5907 
For  selling  azeth  no  guerdoning ; 

Here  lyth  no  thank,  ne  no  meiyte. 

That  oon  goth  ftom  that  other  al  qnyte. 

But  this  selling  is  not  semblable ;       5911 

For,  whan  his  hors  is  in  the  stable, 

He  may  it  selle  ageyn,  pardee. 

And  winne  on  it,  such  hap  may  be ; 

Al  may  the  man  not  less,  y-wia,  5915 

For  at  the  leest  the  skin  is  his. 

Orelles,  ifitsobityde 

That  he  wol  kspe  his  hors  to  xyde, 

Yit  is  he  lord  ay  of  his  hors. 

But  thiike  chaffiure  is  wel  wors,  5920 

There  Venus  entremeteth  nought ; 

For  who-flo  such  chaffiire  hath  bought. 

He  shal  not  worchen  so  wyaly, 

That  he  ne  shal  lese  al  outerly 

Bothe  his  money  and  his  ohaflkre ;     5935 

But  the  seller  of  the  ware 

The  piys  and  profit  have  shal. 

Certeyn,  the  byer  shal  lese  al ; 

For  he  ne  can  so  dere  it  l^ye 

To  have  lordship  and  fal  maistiye,     593» 

Ne  have  power  to  make  letting 

Neither  for  yiffc  ne  for  preehing, 

That  of  his  chafikre,  maugre  his, 

Another  shal  have  as  moohe,  y-wis, 

If  he  wol  yeve  as  moche  as  he,  5935 

Of  what  contrey  so  that  he  be ; 

Or  for  rj^t  nought,  so  happe  may, 
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If  he  can  flater  hir  to  hir  pay. 
Ben  than  soohe  maroh«mt0  wyte  ? 
Xo,  hnt  fboles  in  every  'wyse,  5940 

Whan  th^  hye  each  thing  wilftilly, 
TW-«s  th^  laee  her  good  fftiUy* 
fiqt  sakheleB,  this  dar  I  aaye, 
Xy  nodar  is  not  wont  to  psye, 
Par  she  is  neither  so  fool  nenyoe,      5945 
Toentremete  lair  of  sioh  vyoe. 
Bit  tnste  wel,  he  shal  pays  sL, 
TIttt  lepente  of  his  htrgeyn  shal. 
Whan  IWerte  pat  him  in  distnsse, 
Al  wen  he  aooler  to  Kiohesie,  5950 

Tliat  ia  for  me  in  gret  yereing, 
Whan  ahe  aasenteth  to  my  willing. 
*BQt,  [hy]  my  moder  seint  YenoB, 
And  by  hir  &der  SstnmTis, 
That  hir  engendxid  Ijy  his  lyf,  5955 

ftit  not  open  his  wedded  wyf  I 
Tit wdl more nnto yon  swere. 
To  make  this  thing  the  seorere ; 
^Wbsrthatfeith,  and  that  fleantee 
tl  owe  to  alle  my  brethren  free,         9g6o 
Of  vhieh  ther  nis  wi^t  nnder  heven 
lliat  ean  her  fiadres  names  neven, 
So  dyreis  and  so  many  ther  he 
Tliat  with  my  moder  have  be  privee  I 
Th  wolde  I  swere,  for  sikemeese,       5965 
Ibe  pole  of  helle  to  my  witnesse, 
Xow  dxinke  I  not  this  yeer  olarreO) 
If  that  I  lye,  or  fonrwom  he  ! 
•For  of  the  goddes  the  nsage  is, 
T^  who-so  him  forawareth  amis,      5970 
^^  thai  yeer  drinke  no  olarzeeX 
N«v  ha?e  I  sworn  y*noii^  pardee ; 
If  I  fiffwwere  me,  than  am  I  lorn, 
Bat  I  wol  never  be  lore  worn. 
^  Riohease  hath  me  failed  here,      5975 
Sie  ihal  ahye  that  trespas  fdeie, 
At  leeete  wey,  bat  [ahe]  hir  arme 
With  iwerd,  or  sparth,  or  giaaxme. 
'or  cartas,  sith  she  hrreth  not  me, 
Fvo  thUke  tyme  that  she  may  see       5980 
^  caalel  and  the  toor  to^hake, 
Id  aory  tyme  she  ahal  awake. 
UI  may  giype  a  riehe  man, 
lihalaopalle  him,  if  I  can, 
Tlat  he  ahal,  in  a  fewe  stoondes,        5985 
I«se  alia  his  markes  and  his  poondes. 
Iihal  him  make  his  pens  oatslinge, 
%Mif]  they  in  his  gemer  springe ; 


Oar  maydens  shal  eek  plokke  him  so, 
That  him  ahal  neden  fetheres  mo,      5990 
And  make  him  selle  his  lond  to  spende, 
Bat  he  the  bet  oonne  him  defende. 

*  Pore  men  han  maad  hir  lord  of  me  ; 
Althoogh  thsy  not  so  mighty  be, 

That  they  may  fede  me  in  delyt,         5995 

I  wol  not  have  hem  in  despsrt. 

No  good  num  hateth  hem,  as  I  gesae ; 

For  ehinche  and  felonn  is  Bicheaso, 

That  so  can  ohase  hem  and  dispyse. 

And  hem  defonle  in  aondry  wyse.       6ocm> 

They  loven  fVil  bet,  so  god  me  apede. 

Than  doth  the  riohe,  chinchy  fgnede, 

And  been,  in  good  feith,  more  stable 

And  trewer,  and  more  serviaUe  ; 

And  therfore  it  soiiyaeth  me  6005 

Hir  goode  herte,  and  hir  fleantee. 

They  han  on  me  set  al  hir  thooi^t, 

And  therfore  I  forgete  hem  nought. 

I  fwolde  hem  bringe  in  greet  noblesse, 

If  that  I  were  god  of  Bichease,  6010 

As  I  am  god  of  Love,  aothly, 

Sach  roatbe  npon  hir  pleynt  have  I. 

TherfiDre  I  most  his  soooar  be, 

That  peyneth  him  to  aerren  me ; 

For  if  he  deyde  for  love  of  this,  6015 

Than  semeth  in  me  no  love  ther  is.* 

*  Sir,*  seide  th^,  *  sooth  is,  every  del, 
That  ye  reheroe,  and  we  wot  wel 
Thilk  oth  to  holde  is  resonable  ; 

For  it  is  good  and  covenable,  6o3c> 

That  ye  on  riche  men  han  sworn. 
For,  sir,  this  wot  we  wel  bifom  ; 
If  riohe  men  doon  yon  homage. 
That  is  as  fooles  doon  outrage  ; 
But  ye  shul  not  foraworen  be,  6025 

Ne  let  theifore  to  drinke  clarree. 
Or  piment  maked  freah  and  newe. 
Ladyes  shulle  hem  snoh  pepir  brewe, 
If  that  thsy  fidle  into  hir  hias. 
That  they  for  wo  mowe  seyn  *  Alias ! ' 
Ladyes  shnln  ever  so  ourteis  be,  6031 

That  they  shal  qoyte  your  oth  al  free. 
Ne  seketh  never  other  vicaire, 
For  they  shal  speke  with  hem  so  faire 
That  ye  shal  holde  yon  payed  ftil  wel. 
Though  ye  you  medle  never  a  deL     6036 
Lat  ladies  worche  with  hir  thingea, 
They  shal  hem  telle  ao  fele  tydinges. 
And  moere  hem  eke  so  many  requestis 
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By  flateiy,  that  not  hon«8t  is,  6040 

And  therto  yeve  hem  such  thankingoe, 
What  with  kissing,  and  with  talkinges, 
That  odrt«8,  if  they  trowed  be, 
Shal  never  leve  hem  lond  ne  fee 
That  it  nil  as  the  moeble  fare,  6045 

Of  which  they  first  delivered  are. 
Now  may  ye  telle  ns  al  yonr  wills, 
And  we  your  hestes  shsJ  ftilfille. 

'  Bat  Fals-Semblant  dar  not,  for  drede 
Of  yon,  sir,  medle  him  of  this  dede,  6050 
For  he  seith  that  ye  been  his  fo ; 
He  not,  if  ye  wol  worche  him  wo. 
Wherfore  we  pray  yon  alle,  bean-sire, 
"Piat  ye  forgive  him  now  your  ire. 
And  that  he  may  dwelle,  as  yonr  man, 
With  Abstinence,  his  dere  lemmaa ;  6056 
This  our  accord  and  onr  wil  now.* 

'  Par&y,*  seide  Love,  *  I  grannte  it  yow ; 
I  wol  wel  holde  him  for  my  man  ;      6059 
Now  lat  him  come :  *  and  he  forth  ran. 
*  Fals-SemUant,'  quod  Love,  *  in  this  wyse 
I  take  thee  here  to  my  servyse, 
That  thon  onr  freendis  helpe  alway. 
And  fhindre  hem  neither  night  ne  d^y, 
Bnt  do  thy  might  hem  to  releve,        6065 
And  eek  onr  enemies  that  thon  greve. 
Thyn  be  this  might,  I  grannt  it  thee, 
My  king  of  harlotes  shalt  thon  be  ; 
We  wol  that  thou  have  snch  honoor. 
Certeyn,  thon  art  a  fids  traitonr,        6070 
And  eek  a  theef ;  sith  thon  were  bom, 
A  thousand  tyme  thon  art  forsworn. 
But,  natheles,  in  our  hering, 
To  pntte  our  folk  out  of  douting, 
I  bid  thee  teohe  hem,  wostow  how  ?  6075 
By  somme  general  signe  now. 
In  what  place  thon  shalt  founden  be, 
If  that  men  had  mister  of  thee  ; 
And  how  men  shal  thee  best  espye. 
For  thee  to  knowe  is  greet  maistiye ;  6080 
Tel  in  what  place  is  thjm  haunting/ 

F.Sem.  *8ir,  Ihavefeledyverswoning, 
That  I  kepe  not  rehersed  be, 
So  that  ye  wolde  respyten  me. 
For  if  that  I  telle  you  the  sothe,        6085 
I  may  have  harm  and  shame  bothe. 
If  that  my  felowes  wisten  it. 
My  tales  shulden  me  be  quit ; 
For  certeyn,  they  wolde  hate  me, 
If  ever  I  knewe  hir  omelte ;  6090 


For  th^  wolde  over-al  holde  hem  stille 

Of  tronthe  that  is  agey  n  hir  wille ; 

Snohe  tales  kepen  they  not  here. 

I  might  eftsone  bye  it  ftil  dere. 

If  I  seide  of  hem  any  thing,  6095 

That  ought  displeseth  to  hir  hering. 

For  whatword  that  hem  prikke  orbyteth, 

In  that  word  noon  of  hem  delyteth, 

Al  were  it  gospel,  the  evangyle, 

That  wolde  reprove  hem  of  hir  gyle,  6100 

For  they  are  cruel  and  bauteyn. 

And  this  thing  wot  I  wel,  certeyn. 

If  I  speke  ought  to  peire  hir  loos, 

Tour  court  shal  not  so  wel  be  doos, 

That  th^y  ne  shal  wite  it  atte  last.    6105 

Of  good  men  am  I  nought  agast, 

For  they  wol  taken  on  hem  nothing. 

Whan  that  they  knowe  al  my  mening ; 

But  he  that  wol  it  on  him  take, 

He  wol  himself  suspecious  make,       61  to 

That  he  his  lyf  let  covertly. 

In  QylA  and  in  Ipoori^y, 

That  me  engendred  and  yaf  fostring.* 

*  They  made  a  ful  good  engendring,* 
Quod  Love,  *  for  who-so  soothly  telle,  61 15 
They  engendred  the  devel  of  belle ! 

*  But  nedely,  how-eo-ever  it  be,* 
Qaod  Love,  *  I  wol  and  charge  thee, 
To  teUe  anoon  thy  woning-plaoes, 
Hering  eoh  wight  that  in  this  place  is ; 
And  what  lyf  that  thou  livest  also,     6121 
Hyde  it  no  longer  now ;  wherto  ? 
Thou  most  discover  al  thy  wurohing, 
How  thon  servest,  and  of  what  thing. 
Though  that  thou  shuldest  for  thy  soth- 

sawe  6125 

Ben  al  to-beten  tod  to<brawe ; 
And  yit  art  thou  not  wont,  pardee. 
But  natheles,  though  thon  beten  be. 
Thou  shalt  not  be  the  first,  that  ao 
Hath  for  soth-sawe  sui&ed  wo.'  6tyn 

F.  8em.  *  Sir,  sith  that  it  may  lyken 
you. 
Though  that  I  shulde  be  dayn  rig^t  now, 
I  shal  don  your  comaundement. 
For  therto  have  I  gret  talent.*  6t^ 

Withonten  wordes  mo,  right  than, 
BVtls-Semblant  his  sermon  bigan, 
And  seide  hem  thus  in  audience  : — 
'  Barouns,  tak  hede  of  my  sentence ! 
That  wight  that  list  to  have  knowiac 
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Of  fUs^emblant,  Ail  of  flatering,     6140 
ffe  most  in  worldly  folk  tii™  seke, 
iod,  oertes,  in  the  doistres  eke ; 
I  wona  nc>>wbere  but  in  hem  tweye ; 
fiat  not  lyk  even,  sooth  to  seye ; 
Shortly,  I  wol  herberwe  me  6145 

KWe  I  hope  best  to  holstred  be ; 
And  oertcynly,  sikerest  hyding 
b  u^emeth  hmnbleet  dotiiing^. 

'Bd%ioiu  folk  ben  fnl  covert ; 
^veoler  folk  ben  more  appert.  6150 

Bat  naihelos,  I  wol  not  blame 
BcHgioiis  folk,  ne  hem  difBunOf 
In  w]»t  habit  that  ever  they  go  : 
BeligioaA  humble,  and  trewe  also, 
Wol  I  not  Uame,  ne  dispjae,  6155 

Bat  I  oil  love  it,  in  no  wy  le. 
I  mene  of  fida  religions, 
That  tUmte  ben,  and  malicious ; 
That  w<den  in  an  abit  go, 
And  Mtten  not  hir  herte  therto.         6160 

'Beligioiu  folk  ben  al  pitous  ; 
Tlioa  ihalt  not  seen  oon  dispitoas. 
Tlifly  loven  no  pryde,  ne  no  stryf, 
Bat  himibfy  they  wol  lede  hir  lyf ; 
With  fswich  folk  wol  I  never  be,       6165 
Aad  \£  I  dweile,  I  feyne  me 
I  n^y  wel  in  her  abit  go ; 
Bat  me  were  lever  my  nekke  atwo. 
Than  f  lete  a  purpose  that  I  take. 
What  covenaimt  that  ever  I  make.    6170 
I  dwelle  with  hem  that  pronde  be, 
And  foUe  <Mf  wylee  and  snbtelte ; 
That  warship  of  this  world  coveyten. 
And  grete  fnedes  ounne  espl^yten ;   6174 
•Vnd  goon  and  gadxen  greet  pitaunees, 
And  pozehace  hem  the  acquejnfitaunoes 
Of  men  that  mighty  lyf  may  leden ; 
And  iqme  hem  pore,  and  hem-self  feden 
With  gode  mnTcels  delicions, 
And  dxinken  good  wyn  precious,        6180 
And  preehe  ns  povert  and  distresse, 
And  ^tahen.  hem-eelf  greet  richesse 
With  vyly  nettia  that  they  caste : 
It  vol  eome  foul  out  at  the  laste. 
Th«7  ben  fto  dene  religioun  went ;    6185 
Thcf  make  the  world  an  argument 
That  hath  a  foul  oonclusioun. 
"  I  have  a  robe  of  religioun, 
Than  am  I  al  religious :" 
Hus  ttgamflBt  is  al  roignoos ;  6190 


It  is  not  worth  a  croked  brere  ; 
Habit  ne  maketh  fmonk  ne  frere. 
But  olene  lyf  and  devooioun 
Maketh  gode  men  of  religioun. 
Nathelesse,  ther  can  noon  answere,    6195 
How  high  that  ever  his  heed  he  shore 
With  rasour  whetted  never  so  kene, 
That  Qyle  in  braunches  cut  thrittene ; 
Ther  can  no  wight  distinote  it  so, 
That  he  dar  sey  a  word  therto.  6300 

*  But  what  herberwe  that  ever  I  take. 
Or  what  semblant  that  ever  I  make, 
I  mene  but  gyle,  and  folowe  that ; 
For  right  no  mo  than  Gibbe  our  oat 
[fFro  myoe  and  rattes  went  his  wyle], 
Ne  entende  I  [not]  but  to  fbegyle ;     6ao6 
Ne  no  wight  may,  "by  my  clothing, 
Wite  with  what  folk  is  my  dwelling , 
Ne  "by  my  wordis  yet,  pardee, 
So  softe  and  so  plesaunt  they  be.        6210 
Bihold  the  dedes  that  I  do ; 
But  thou  be  blind,  thou  oughtest  so  ^ 
For,  varie  hir  wordis  fro  hir  dede, 
They  thenke  on  gyle,  without[en]  drede. 
What  maner  clothing  that  they  were, 
Or  what  estat  that  ever  they  here,     6216 
Lered  or  lewd,  lord  or  lady. 
Knight,  squier,  burgeis,  or  bayly.' 

Bight  thus  whyl  Fals-Semblant   ser- 
moneth, 
Eftsones  Love  him  aresoneth,  6220 

And  brak  his  tale  in  the  speking 
As  though  he  had  him  told  losing ; 
And  seide  :  *  What,  devel,  is  that  I  here  ? 
What  folk  hast  thou  us  nempned  here  ? 
May  men  finde  religioun  6235 

In  worldly  habitaoioun  ? ' 

F.  8em,  '  Te,  sir ;  it  foloweth  hot  that 
they 
Shulde  lede  a  wikked  lyf,  parfey, 
Ne  not  therfore  her  soules  lese,  * 

That  hem  to  worldly  clothes  ohese ;   6250 
For,  oertes,  it  were  gret  pitee. 
Men  may  in  seculer  clothes  see 
Florisshen  holy  religioun. 
Fol  many  a  seynt  in  feeld  and  toun. 
With  many  a  virgin  glorious,  6235 

Devout,  and  ftil  religious. 
Had  deyed,  that  foomun  clothe  Sy  beren, 
Yit  seyntes  never-the-les  they  weren. 
I  ooude  reken  you  many  a  ten  ; 
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Te,  wel  nigh  alle  thaeo  holy  wimman. 
That  men  in  chirchM  herie  and  sekei  6141 
Bothe  maydens,  and  iheas  wyym  eke, 
That  baren  fmany  a  ikir  ohild  here, 
Wered  aXwvy  olothia  seoalerB, 
And  in  the  same  dyden  th^,  624$ 

That  Bejntea  weren,  and  been  alwvy. 
The  eleren  thoiuand  maydens  dere, 
That  bexen  in  heven  hir  cieiigee  elere. 
Of  which  men  rede  in  ohivohe,  and  nnge, 
Were  take  in  eeonler  dothing,  6250 

Whan  they  roflMyved  martirdom. 
And  wonnen  heven  unto  her  hoom. 
Good  herte  maketh  the  gode  thought ; 
The  dothing  yeveth  ne  reveth  nought. 
The  gode  thought  and  the  wordhing,  6255 
That  maketh  freligioan  flowring, 
Ther  lyth  the  good  religioon 
After  the  right  entencionn. 

'  Who-so  toke  a  wethers  skin, 
And  wrapped  a  gredy  wolf  therin,      6a6o 
For  he  sholde  go  with  lambee  whyte, 
Weneet  thoa  not  he  wolde  hem  l^rte  ? 
Yis !  neyer-the-lae,  as  he  were  wood. 
He  wolde  hem  wezy,  and   drinke   the 

blood; 
And  wel  the  rather  hem  diBoeyre,      6365 
For,  sith  they  ooade  not  peroeyve 
His  treget  and  his  omeltee, 
They  wolde  him  folowe,  al  wolde  he  fleei 

*■  If  ther  be  wolves  ot  sich  hewe 
Amonges  these  apostlis  newe,  6270 

Thoo,  holy  ohirohe,  then  mayst  be  wayled! 
Sith  that  thy  oitee  is  assayled 
Though  knightes  of  thyn  owne  table, 
Ood  wot  thy  lordship  is  dontable  I 
If  they  enforce  [hem]  it  to  winne,       6275 
That  shnlde  defende  it  fro  withinne, 
Who  might  defence  ayensliem  make? 
Withoat[en]  stroke  it  mot  be  take 
Of  ttepeget  or  mangonel ; 
Without  displaying  of  penseL  6a8o 

And  if  god  nil  don  it  socoor, 
But  lat  [hem]  renne  in  this  ooloor, 
Thou  mooet  thyn  heestes  laten  be. 
Than  is  ther  nought,  bat  yelde  thee, 
Or  yeve  hem  tribute,  doutelees,  6285 

And  holde  it  of  hem  to  have  pees  : 
But  gretter  harm  bityde  thee, 
That  they  al  maister  of  it  be. 
Wel  conne  they  soome  thee  withal ; 


By  day  stuiliBn  they  the  wal,  62gfi 

And  al  the  night  tiiey  mynen  there. 
Nay,  thou  fmost  planten  elleswhere 
Thyn  impes,  if  thoa  wolt  froyt  have ; 
Abyd  not  there  thy-self  to  save. 

*  Bat  now  pees !  hers  I  tome  ageyn  ; 
I  wolnomoreofthisthing  fscyn,      6296 
If  I  may  passen  me  her^y  ; 
I  mighte  maken  you  weiy. 
But  I  wol  heten  yon  alway 
To  helpe  yoor  freendes  what  I  may,    6^%} 
So  they  woUen  my  oompany ; 
For  they  be  shent  al-outerly 
Bat-if  so  fiOle,  that  I  be 
Ott  with  hem,  and  they  with  me. 
And  eek  my  lemman  mot  they  serve,  6505 
Or  they  shol  not  my  love  deserve. 
Foraothe,  I  am  a  fids  traitoor ; 
God  jogged  me  for  a  theef  trichonr ; 
Forsworn  I  am,  bat  wel  nygh  non 
Wot  of  my  gyle,  til  it  be  don.  6310 

«Thoargfa  me   hath   many  oon    deth 


That  my  treget  never  aperoeyved ; 

And  jit  reaseyveth,  and  shal  reaseyve. 

That  my  fisJcnesse  fnever  aperoeyve : 

Bat  who-so  doth,  if  he  wys  be,  6315 

Him  is  right  good  be  war  of  me. 

But  so  sligh  is  the  [fdeoeyving 

That  to  hard  is  the]  aperoeyving. 

For  Protheua,  that  ooude  him  channge 

In  eveiy  shap,  hoomly  and  straxuoge,  6520 

Goude  never  sich  gyle  ne  treaoun 

As  I ;  for  I  oom  never  in  toun 

Ther-as  I  mighte  knowen  be. 

Though  men  me  bothe  might  here  and  aeei 

Ful  wel  I  can  my  clothes  ohaunge,      6325 

Take  oon,  and  make  another  strannge. 

Now  am  I  knight,  now  ohaateleyn ; 

Now  prelat,  and  now  ohapelesm ; 

Now  prest,  now  clerk,  and  now  forstare  ; 

Now  am  I  maister,  now  soolere ;  63J0 

Now  monk,  now  ohanoun,  now  baily  ; 

What-ever  mister  man  am  L 

Now  am  I  prince,  now  am  I  page, 

And  can  by  herte  eveiy  langage. 

Som-tyme  am  I  hoor  and  old ;  6335 

Now  am  I  yong,  [and]  stout,  and  bold  ; 

Now  am  I  Bobert,  now  BoVyn  ; 

Now  frere  Menoor,  now  lacobyn ; 

And  with  me  folweth  my  loteby, 
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I^  don  me  solas  and  oompany,  6340 

TbaX  higfat  dame  '{-A'bstinexioe-Streyned, 

In  Toajuy  a  qneynt  array  [y>feyn6d. 

Riglfafc  as  it  ooxneth  to  hir  lyking, 

I  folfiUe  al  hir  desiring'. 

Somtyme  a  vommans  doth  take  I ;    6345 

Xow  sm  I  mi^Tde,  now  lady. 

Samtyme  I  am  religions ; 

Nov  ]jk  an  anker  in  an  hons. 

Somtyme  am  I  prioresse, 

.iod  now  a  nonne,  and  now  abbesse ;  6350 

SxA  go  thnxg:h  aUe  regionns, 

^^eking  alle  religioons. 

B«  to  what  ordre  that  I  am  sworn, 

I  take  the  strawe,  and  f  lete  the  00m  ; 

Totbljndefolk[ther]Ienhabite,        6555 

r  axe  no-more  bat  hir  abite. 

^^hat  wol  ye  more  ?  in  every  wyse, 

Higfat  as  me  list,  I  me  disgyse. 

Wei  <an  I  here  me  nnder  weed ; 

ITnljk  is  my  word  to  my  deed.  6360 

Thus  make  I  in  my  trappes  falle, 

Ilnugh  my  pryyileges,  alle 

Tliat  ben  in  Cristendom  alyve. 

^  may  aswoilo,  and  I  may  shryye, 

Ti^  no  prelat  m^y  lette  me,  6365 

il  folk,  wher-erer  they  fonnde  be : 
I  noot  no  pirelat  may  don  so, 
Bet  it  the  pope  be,  and  no  mo, 
Tlttt  made  thilk  establisshin^. 
Kowisixot  thiaapropre  thin^f?  6370 

Bat,  weone  my  sleightes  apercejrved, 
rtNe  ihnlde  I  more  been  receyved] 
As  I  was  wont ;  and  wostow  why  ? 
Fnr  I  dide  hem  a  tregetxy ; 
Bot  therof  yeve  I  litel  tale,  6375 

I  have  the  silver  and  the  male ; 
^  have  I  preched  and  eek  shriven, 
S<'  have  I  take,  so  have  fme  yiven, 
TLorgfa  hir  folyt  hnsbond  and  wyf, 
^fl«t  I  lede  rigrht  a  joly  lyf,  6380 

Tl:Bi|rh  simplease  of  the  prela<gre  \ 
7li«y  know  not  al  my  tregetrye. 

'  Bot  for  as  moche  as  man  and  wyf 
>%al(l  ahewe  hir  paroche-prest  hir  lyf 
Oc«s  a  yeer,  as  seith  the  book,  6385 

&  ftny  wight  his  honsel  took, 
liian  have  I  pxyviLegee  lazige, 
Tlau  may  of  moche  thing  disoharge ; 
for  he  may  seye  rig^t  thns,  pardee  : — 
"  Sir  Freest,  in  shrift  I  telle  it  thee,  6390 


That  he,  to  whom  that  I  am  shriven, 

Hath  me  aasoiled,  and  me  yiven 

Penannoe  soothly,  for  my  sinne, 

Which  that  I  fond  me  gilty  inne ; 

Ne  I  ne  have  never  entencioon  6395 

To  make  doable  confessioon, 

Ne  reherce  eft  my  shrift  to  thee ; 

0  shrift  is  right  y-nongh  to  me. 
This  onghte  thee  soffyoe  wel, 

Ke  be  not  rebel  never-ardel ;  6400 

For  certes,  though  then  haddest  it  sworn, 

1  wot  no  prest  ne  prelat  bom 

That  may  to  shrift  eft  me  constreyne. 

And  if  they  don,  I  wol  me  pleyne ; 

For  I  wot  where  to  pleyne  weL  6405 

Thoa  shalt  not  streyne  me  a  del, 

Ne  enforce  me,  ne  fyit  me  trouble. 

To  make  my  confessioon  double. 

Ne  I  have  none  affecoioun 

To  have  doable  abeoluoioun.  .  6410 

The  firste  is  right  y-nough  to  me , 

This  latter  assoiling  quyte  I  thee. 

I  am  onboimde  ;  what  mayst  thou  finde 

More  of  my  sinnes  me  to  unbinde  ? 

For  he,  that  might  hath  in  his  hond,,64i5 

Of  alle  my  sinnes  me  unbond. 

And  if  thoa  wolt  me  thus  constreyne, 

That  me  mot  nedis  on  thee  pleyne, 

There  shal  no  jugge  imperial, 

Ne  bisshop,  ne  official,  64:10 

Don  jngement  on  me  ;  for  I 

Shal  gon  and  pleyne  me  openly 

Unto  my  shrift-fader  newe, 

(That  h%ht  not  Frere  Wolf  nntrewe  !) 

And  he  shal  fchevise  him  for  me,       6435 

For  I  trowe  he  can  hampre  thee.. 

But,  lord !  he  wolde  be  wrooth  withalle, 

If  men  him  wolde  Frere  Wolf  calle  ! 

For  he  wolde  have  no  pacience. 

But  don  al  cruel  v^igeaunce !  6430 

He  wolde  his  might  don  at  the  leest, 

[Ne]  no-thing  spare  for  goddes  heest. 

And,  god  so  wis  be  my  sooour, 

But  thou  yeve  me  my  Saviour 

At  Ester,  whan  it  lyketh  me,  6435 

Withoute  prosing  more  on  thee, 

I  wol  forth,  and  to  him  goon. 

And  he  shal  housel  me  anoon, 

For  I  am  out  of  thy  grucching ; 

I  kepe  not  delQ  with  thee  no-tliing."  6440 

Thus  may  he  shryve  him,  that  forsaketh 
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His  XMtroohe-prest,  and  to  me  taketh. 

And  if  the  prest  wol  him  refiue, 

I  am  fal  redy  him  to  aocnse, 

And  him  ponisshe  and  hampre  so,      6445 

That  he  his  ohixxshe  shal  forgo. 

*  Bat  who-so  hath  in  his  feling 
The  conseqnence  of  snch  shryving, 
Shal  seen  that  prest  may  never  have  might 
To  knowe  the  conscience  aright  6450 

Of  him  that  is  nnder  his  cure. 
And  this  ageyns  holy  scripture, 
That  biddeth  every  herde  honeste 
Have  verry  knowing  of  his  bestc. 
But  pore  folk  that  goon  by  strete,       6455 
That  have  no  gold,  no  sommes  grete, 
Hem  wolde  I  lete  to  hir  preli^tes, 
Or  lete  hir  prostes  knowe  hir  states, 
For  to  me  right  nought  yeve  they.* 

Amour.  '  And  why  f  is  it  ?  * 

F.  Sem.  '  For  they  ne  may.    6460 

They  ben  so  bare,  I  take  no  keep  ; 
But  I  wol  have  the  fatte  sheep  ; — 
Lat  parish  prestes  have  the  lene, 
I  yeve  not  of  hir  harm  a  bene  ! 
And  if  that  prelats  gmochen  it,  6465 

That  onghten  fwroth  be  in  hir  wit, 
To  lese  her  fatte  bestes  so, 
I  shal  yeve  hem  a  stroke  or  two. 
That  they  shal  lesen  with  [the]  force, 
Ye,  bothe  hir  mytre  and  hir  croce.      6470 
Thus  jape  I  hem,  and  have  do  longe. 
My  priveleges  been  so  stronge.* 

Fals-Semblant  wolde  have  stinted  here. 
But  Love  ne  made  him  no  such  chere 
That  ho  was  wery  of  his  sawe  ;  6475 

But  for  to  make  him  glad  and  fawo, 
He  seide  : — '  Tel  on  more  specialy. 
How  that  thou  servest  untrewly. 
Tel  forth,  and  shame  thee  never  a  del ; 
For  as  thyn  abit  shewith  wel,  6480 

Thou  fsemest  an  holy  heremyte.' 

F.  Sem,  *  Soth  is,  but  I  am  an  ypocryte.' 

Amour.  '  Thou  gost  and  preohest  pover- 
tee?» 

F.  Sem.   *Ye,   sir;   but  richesse  hath 
poustee.' 

Amour.     'Thou    preohest    abstinence 
also?'  6485 

F,  Sem.  '  Sir,  I  wol  fillen,  so  mote  I  go, 
My  paunche  of  gode  mete  and  wyne. 
As  shulde  a  maister  of  divyne ; 


For  how  that  I  me  pover  foyne. 

Tit  alle  pore  folk  I  disdeyne.  6490 

*  I  love  -fbet  the  acqueyntaunoe 
Ten  t3rmes,  of  the  king  of  Fraunoe, 
Than  of  fpore  man  of  mylde  mode, 
Though  that  his  soule  be  also  gode. 
For  whan  I  see  beggers  quaking,         6495 
Naked  on  mixons  al  stinking. 
For  hungre  czye,  and  eek  for  care, 
I  entremete  not  of  hir  fietre. 
They  been  so  pore,  and  ful  of  pyne. 
They  might  not  ones  yeve  me  +dyne,  65U1 
For  they  have  no-thing  but  hir  lyf ; 
What  shulde  ho  yeve  that  likketh   his 

knyf? 
It  is  but  foly  to  entremete, 
To  seke  in  houndes  nest  fat  mete. 
Let  here  hem  to  the  spitel  anoon,         65^5 
But,  for  me,  comfort  gete  they  noon. 
But  a  riohe  slke  usurere 
Wolde  I  visyte  and  drawe  nere ; 
Him  wol  I  oomforte  and  rehete. 
For  T  hope  of  his  gold  to  gete,  6510 

And  if  that  wikked  deth  him  have, 
I  wol  go  with  him  to  his  grave. 
And  if  ther  any  reprove  me. 
Why  that  I  lete  the  pore  bo, 
Wostow  how  I  f  mot  ascape  ?  6515 

I  sey,  and  swerS  him  ful  rape. 
That  riche  men  han  more  tecches 
Of  sinne,  than  han  pore  wrecches, 
And  han  of  counseil  more  mister  ; 
And  therfore  I  wol  drawe  hem  net.     6s»> 
But  as  gret  hurt,  it  may  so  be. 
Hath  fscfaX  in  right  gret  poverte. 
As  soul  in  gret  richesse,  forsothe, 
Al-be-it  that  they  hurten  bothe. 
For  richesse  and  mendicitees  6525 

Ben  clei>ed  two  extremitees ; 
The  mene  is  cleped  suffisaunce, 
Ther  lyth  of  vertu  the  aboundatmce. 
For  Salamon,  ftd  wel  I  woot, 
In  his  Parables  us  wroot,  65^ « 

As  it  is  knowe  of  many  a  wight.. 
In  his  fthrittethe  chapitre  right : 
"  God,  thou  me  kepe,  for  thy  poustoe. 
Fro  richesse  and  mendicitee ; 
For  if  a  riche  man  him  dresse  ^*i^?\ 

To  thenke  to  moche  on  [his]  richesse. 
His  herte  on  that  so  fer  is  set. 
That  he  his  creatour  foxyet ; 
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And  him,  that  fbegging  wol  ay  greve, 

Eov  fihalde  I  "by  his  word  him  leva  ?  6540 

rnnethe  thai  he  nia  a  mieher, 

Farswoni,  or  eUes  +god  is  Ijrer." 

Tlmi  aeith  SaUunoiiCes]  sawes ; 

Xe  we  finde  wriien  in  no  kkwes, 

And  naonety  in  oar  Criirten  lay —        6545 

TWio faith  'ye/  I  dar  aey  ' nay  '>— 

"Hiat  Crist,  ne  hia  apostles  dere, 

Whyl  that  they  -walkede  in  erthe  here, 

^ere  ae?er  seen  her  hred  b^s^iTi 

For  thej  nolde  beggen  for  no-thing.   6550 

And  rig^t  thus  were  men  wont  to  teohe ; 

And  in  this  wyse  wolde  it  preohe 

The  maistree  of  divinitee 

Sunt jue  in  IVtfis  the  citee. 

'And  if  men  wolde  ther-geyn  appose 
The  naked  text,  and  lete  the  gloee,      6556 
It  mighte  Mne  aaaoiled  he ; 
For  men  may  wel  the  sothe  see, 
"ntat,  parde,  th^  mighte  axe  a  thing 
f'kNy  ftrth,  without  begging.  6560 

For  they  weren  goddes  hordes  dere, 
SxA  eure  of  sonles  hadden  here, 
7%  nolde  no-thing  begge  hir  fode ; 
For  after  Crist  was  don  on  rode, 
With  thir  propre  hondes  they  wrooght, 
^  ^iih  travel,  and  eUes  nought,     6566 
"^y  wonnen  all  hir  snstenannoe, 
And  lireden  forth  in  hir  penannce. 
And  the  ramenaiint  •fyeve  awey 
To  other  pore  ffolk  alwey.  6570 

Thej  neither  bilden  tour  ne  halle, 
Bet  f  i^ye  in  booaee  smale  withalle. 
A  cughty  man,  that  can  and  may, 
^'slde  vith  his  honde  and  body  alway 
^s«  him  his  food  in  laboring,         6575 
If  he  ne  have  rent  or  sioh  a  thing, 
^^^^Migh  he  be  religious, 
^Q-i  god  to  serven  oorions. 
T!iv  mote  he  don,  or  do  trespas, 
^t-if  it  be  in  certeyn  cas,  6580 

Th^t  r  can  reheroe,  if  mister  be, 
Hl^ht  vel,  whan  the  tyme  I  see. 

'^ke  the  book  of  Seynt  Austin, 
3f  it  in  paper  or  perchemin,  6584 

'Thtre-as  he  writ  of  these  worchinges, 
I^<a  ahalt  seen  that  non  ezoosinges 
A  ;4rdt  man  ne  shnlde  seke 
By  vordea,  ne  by  dades  eke, 
Aithoogh  he  be  x«Ug:i<nis, 


And  god  to  serven  cnrioos,  6590 

That  he  ne  shal,  so  mote  I  go, 

With  propre  hondes  and  body  also, 

(}ete  his  food  in  laboring, 

If  he  ne  have  propretee  of  thing. 

Tit  shnlde  he  selle  al  his  sabstannce,  6595 

And  with  his  swink  have  snstenannce, 

If  he  be  parflt  in  bonntee. 

Thus  ban  tho  bookes  toldo  me  : 

For  he  that  wol  gon  ydilly. 

And  nseth  it  ay  besily  6600 

To  hannten  other  mennes  table, 

He  is  a  treohonr,  fnl  of  fable  ; 

Ne  he  ne  may,  by  gode  resonn, 

Excnse  him  by  his  orisonn. 

For  men  bihoveth,  In  som  gyse,  6605 

f  Som-t^yme  leven  goddes  servyse 

To  gon  and  pnrohasen  her  node. 

Men  mote  eten,  that  is  no  drede, 

And  slepe,  and  eek  do  other  thing ; 

So  longe  may  they  leve  praying.  6610 

So  may  they  eek  hir  prayer  blinne. 

While  that  they  werke,  hir  mete  to  winne. 

Seynt  Austin  wol  therto  accorde, 

In  thilke  book  that  I  recorde. 

Justinian  eek,  that  made  lawes,  6615 

Hath  thus  forboden,  by  olde  dawes, 

"  No  man,  up  peyne  to  be  deed, 

Mighty  of  body,  to  begge  his  breed, 

If  he  may  swinke,  it  for  to  gete  ; 

Men  shulde  him  rather  mayme  or  bete. 

Or  doon  of  him  apert  justice,  6621 

Than  snf&en  him  in  such  malice.*' 

They  don  not  wel,  so  mote  I  go. 

That  taken  such  almesso  so. 

But  if  they  have  som  privelege,  6625 

That  of  the  peyne  hem  wol  allege. 

But  how  that  is,  can  I  not  see, 

But-if  the  prince  disseyved  be ; 

Ne  I  ne  wene  not,  sikerly, 

That  they  may  have  it  rightftiUy.       6630 

But  I  wol  not  determyne 

Of  princes  power,  ne  defyne, 

Ne  by  my  word  comprende,  y-wis, 

If  it  so  fer  may  streoche  in  this. 

I  wol  not  entremete  a  del ;  6635  . 

But  I  trowe  that  tho  book  seith  wel, 

Who  that  taketh  almesses,  tiiat  be 

Dewe  to  folk  that  men  may  see 

Lame,  feble,  wery,  and  bare, 

Pore,  or  in  such  manor  care,  66^n 
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(That  oonne  'winne  hem  nevenuo, 

For  they  have  no  power  therto), 

He  eteth  hia  owne  dampning, 

But-if  he  lye,  that  made  aJ  thing. 

And  if  ye  snoh  a  troaont  flnde,  6645 

Chastise  him  wel,  if  ye  be  kinde. 

But  they  wolde  hate  yon,  peroas, 

And,  if  ye  fillen  in  hir  laas, 

They  wolde  eftsones  do  you  scathe, 

If  that  they  mighte,  late  or  rathe  ;     6650 

For  they  be  not  fol  pacient. 

That  han  the  world  thus  foule  blent. 

And  witeth  wel,  [wher]  that  god  bad 

The  good  man  selle  al  that  he  had, 

And  folowe  him,  and  to  pore  it  yive,  6655 

He  wolde  not  therfore  that  he  live 

To  serven  him  in  mendience, 

For  it  was  never  his  sentence ; 

But  he  bad  wirken  whan  that  nede  is, 

And  folwe  him  in  goode  dedes.  6660 

Seynt  Poule,  that  loved  al  holy  chirche. 

He  bade  th'apostles  for  to  wirohe, 

And  winnen  hir  lyflode  in  that  wyse, 

And  hem  defended  truaundyse,  6664 

And  seide,  "  Wirketh  with  your  honden ;  " 

Thus  shulde  the  thing  be  understonden. 

He  nolde,  y-wis,  fbidde  hem  begging, 

Ne  sellen  gospel,  ne  preohing, 

Lest  they  berafte,  with  hir  asking, 

Folk  of  hir  catel  or  of  hir  thing.  6670 

For  in  this  world  is  many  a  man 

That  yeveth  his  good,  for  he  ne  can 

Weme  it  for  shame,  or  elles  he 

Wolde  of  the  asker  delivered  be ; 

And,  for  he  him  enoombreth  so,  6675 

He  yeveth  him  good  to  late  him  go  : 

But  it  can  him  no-thing  profyte. 

They  lese  the  yifb  and  the  meryte. 

The  goode  folk,  that  Poule  to  preohed, 

Profred  him  ofte,  whan  he  hem  teched, 

Som  of  hir  good  in  charite  ;  6681 

But  therof  right  no-thing  took  he ; 

But  of  his  hondwerk  wolde  he  gete 

Clothes  to  wryen  him,  and  his  mete.' 

Anumr.  *  Tel  me  than  how  a  man  may 
liven,  6685 

That  al  his  good  to  pore  hath  yiven, 
And  wol  but  only  bidde  his  bedes, 
And  never  with  fhond  laboure  his  nodes: 
May  he  do  so  ?  ' 

R  Sem.  •  Ye,  sir.* 


Amour.  *  And  how  ? ' 

F.  Sem,  *  Sir,  I  wol  gladly  telle  yow  :— 
Seynt  Austin  seith,  a  man  may  be      6691 
In  houses  that  han  propretee, 
As  templers  and  hospitelers, 
And  as  these  ohanouns  regulers, 
Or  whyte  monkes,  or  these  blake —    6695 
(I  wole  no  mo  ensamples  make) — 
And  take  therof  his  sustening. 
For  therinne  lyth  no  begging ; 
But  other-weyes  not,  y-wis, 
•f-Tif  Austin  gabbeth  not  of  this.  6700 

And  3rit  ful  many  a  monk  laboureth, 
That  god  in  holy  ohirohe  honooreih  ; 
For  whan  hir  swinking  is  agoon. 
They  rede  and  singe  in  chirche  anoon. 

*  And  for  ther  hath  ben  greet  discord. 
As  many  a  wight  may  here  record,      6706 
Upon  the  estate  of  fmendienoe, 

I  wol  shortly,  in  your  presence. 
Telle  how  a  man  may  begge  at  nede. 
That  hath  not  wherwith  him  to  fede,  6710 
Maugre  his  felones  jangelinges, 
For  Bothfastnesse  wol  non  hidinges  ; 
And  yit,  percas,  I  may  abeye 
That  I  to  yow  sothly  thus  seye. 

'  Lo,  here  the  oaas  especial :  6715 

If  a  man  be  so  bestial 
That  he  of  no  craft  hath  science, 
And  nought  desyreth  ignorence, 
Than  may  he  go  a-begging  yeme, 
Til  he  som  maner  craft  can  leme,        67x3 
Thurgh  which,  withont[e]  tmaunding, 
He  may  in  trouthe  have  his  living. 
Or  if  he  may  don  no  labour. 
For  elde,  or  syknesse,  or  langonr, 
Or  for  his  tendre  age  also,  f^T-^S 

Than  may  he  yit  a-begging  go. 

*  Or  if  he  have,  peraventnre, 
Thurgh  usage  of  his  nozitore, 
Lived  over  deliciously. 

Than  oughten  good  folk  oomimly         fijjn 
Han  of  his  mischeef  som  pitee, 
And  suffren  him  also,  that  he 
May  gon  aboute  and  begge  his  breed. 
That  he  be  not  for  hungor  deed. 
Or  if  he  have  of  craft  cunning,  673^5 

And  strengthe  also,  and  desiring 
To  wirken,  as  he  hadde  what, 
But  he  finde  neither  this  ne  that, 
J  Than  may  he  begge,  til  that  he 
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Hare  geten  his  nBcesritee.  6740 

*  Or  if  his  winning  be  ao  lyte, 
Tliat  his  labour  wol  not  acqnyte 
SofficlAntly  al  liis  living, 

lit  may  ha  go  hia  breed  begging ; 

Pro  dore  to  dore  he  may  go  trace,       6745 

T5[  he  the  remenannt  may  pnrohaoe. 

Or  if  a  man  wolde  imdertake 

Any  empiyse  for  to  make, 

In  the  reaoona  of  our  lay, 

And  it  drfenden  as  he  may,  6750 

Bs  it  with  arznes  or  lettmre. 

Or  other  eovenable  core, 

If  it  be  K»  he  pore  be, 

Than  may  he  begge,  til  that  he 

IUt  finds  in  tronthe  for  to  swinke,    6755 

And  gefce  him  olothe[s],  mete,  and  drinke. 

Svinke  he  with  hondes  corporel, 

And  not  with  hondes  espiritneL 

*  hi  al  thii[e]  caaa,  and  in  semUahles, 
If  that  ther  ben  mo  resonables,  6760 
He  may  begge,  as  I  telle  yon  here, 

And  eUes  nought,  in  no  manere ; 

As  ^Villiam  Scynt  Amour  wolde  preohe, 

And  ofte  wolde  dispute  and  teohe 

Of  this  matere  aUe  openly  6765 

At  Puis  fal  s61e!mp{nepy. 

And  al-so  god  my  soule  blease, 

As  he  had,  in  this  stedfastnesse, 

The  Moord  of  the  universitee, 

And  of  the  pitple,  as  semeth  me.         6770 

'No good  man  ooghte  it  to  refuse, 
Ke  onghte  him  therof  to  excuse, 
Be  ^nooth  or  blythe  who-so  be  ; 
F'«  I  wol  speke,  and  telle  it  thee, 
Al  ihnlde  I  dye,  and  be  put  donn,       6775 
As  was  s^ynt  Pool,  in  derk  prisoun ; 
Or  be  exiled  in  this  caas 
With  wrong,  a«  maister  William  was. 
That  my  moder  Ypocrisye 
Baniiibed  for  hir  greet  envya  67S0 

'  My  moder  flemed  him,  Seynt  Amocur : 
Thb  noUe  dide  such  labour 
To  snsteyne  ever  the  loyaltee, 
That  he  to  sMche  agQte  me. 
He  made  a  book,  and  leet  it  wxyte,     6785 
Wherin  his  lyf  he  dide  al  wryte. 
And  wolde  ich  reneyed  begging. 
And  lived  by  my  traveyling, 
If  I  ce  had  rent  ne  other  good. 
WL&t  ?  wencd  he  that  I  were  wood  ?  6790 


For  labour  might  me  never  plese, 

I  have  more  wil  to  been  at  ese ; 

And  have  wel  lever,  sooth  to  sey* 

Bifore  the  puple  patre  and  prey, 

And  wrye  me  in  my  fozerye  6795 

Under  a  cope  of  papelardye.' 

Quod  Love,  ^  What  devel  is  this  I  here? 
What  wordes  tellest  thou  me  here  ? ' 

F.Sem,  *  What,  sir?' 

Amour,  '  Falsnesse,  that  apert  is ; 

Than  dredest  thou  not  god  ? ' 

F,  8em,  No,  certes  :  6800 

For  selde  in  greet  thing  shal  he  spede 
In  this  world,  that  god  wol  drede. 
For  folk  that  hem  to  vertn  yiven, 
And  truly  on  her  owne  Uven, 
And  hem  in  goodnesse  ay  oontene,     6805 
On  hem  is  litel  thrift  y-sene ; 
Such  folk  drinken  gret  miseee ; 
That  lyf  [ne]  mi^r  me  never  plese. 
But  see  what  gold  ban  usurers. 
And  silver  eek  in  [hir]  gamers,  6810 

Taylagiers,  and  these  monyours, 
Bulifs,  bedels,  provost,  countours  ; 
These  liven  wel  nygh  by  ravyne ; 
The  smale  puple  hem  mote  endyne, 
And  they  as  wolves  wol  hem  eten.      6S15 
Upon  the  i>ore  folk  they  geten 
Ful  moohe  of  that  they  spende  or  kepe ; 
Nis  none  of  hem  that  he  nil  strepe. 
And  fwryen  him-self  wel  atte  fhlle ; 
Without[e]  scalding  they  hem  pulle.  6820 
The  stronge  the  feble  overgoth  ; 
But  I,  that  were  my  simple  cloth, 
Bobbe  bothe  ^-robbed  and  robbours, 
And  gyle  tSJl^  (^<1  gylours. 
By  my  treget,  I  gadre  and  threste      6825 
The  greet  tresour  into  my  cheste, 
That  lyth  with  me  so  faste  bounde. 
Myn  highe  paleys  do  I  founds, 
And  my  delytes  I  ftUjOlle 
With  wyne  at  feestes  at  my  wills,      6830 
And  tables  fhUe  of  entremees ; 
I  wol  no  lyf,  but  ese  and  pees. 
And  winne  gold  to  spende  also. 
For  whan  the  grete  bagge  is  go, 
It  oometh  right  [eft]  with  my  jaiMS.    6835 
Hake  I  not  wel  tumble  myn  apes  ? 
To  winne  is  alwey  myn  entent ; 
My  purohas  is  better  than  my  rent ; 
For  though  I  shulde  beten  be, 
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Over-«l  I  eniremMe  me  ;  6840 

With<mt[e]  me  may  no  wight  doze. 

I  walke  aofnles  for  to  core. 

Of  al  the  worlde  core  have  I 

In  farede  and  lengthe  ;  boldely 

I  wol  bothe  preche  and  eek  oomioeilen ; 

With  hondes  wille  I  not  traveilen,    6846 

For  of  the  pope  I  have  the  bnlle ; 

I  ne  holde  not  my  wittee  dnile. 

I  wol  not  ttinten,  in  my  lyre, 

These  emperoores  for  to  ahiyve,         6^ 

Or  kynges,  dakes,  and  lordes  grete ; 

Bat  pore  folk  al  quyte  I  lete. 

I  love  no  snch  shiyving,  pardee, 

Bat  it  for  other  caoBe  be. 

I  rekke  not  of  pore  men,  6855 

Hir  astate  is  not  worth  an  hen. 

Where  fyndest  thoa  a  swinker  of  laboor 

Have  me  onto  his  oonfessoor  ? 

Bat  empereeses,  and  dnohesses, 

Thise  qaenes,  and  eek  [thise]  oonntesses, 

Thise  abbesses,  and  eek  Bigyns,  6861 

These  grete  ladyes  palaqyns, 

These  joly  knii^tes,  and  baillyves, 

Thise  nonnes,  and  thise  boxgeis  wyves, 

That  riche  been,  and  eek  plesing,       6865 

And  thise  maidens  welfaring, 

Wher-Bo  they  clad  or  naked  be, 

Unoonnceiled  goth  ther  noon  fro  me. 

And,  for  her  sooles  savetee. 

At  lord  and  lady,  and  hir  meynee,     6870 

I  axe,  whan  th^  hem  to  me  shiyve, 

The  propretee  of  al  hir  lyve, 

And  make  hem  trowo,  bothe  meest  and 

leest, 
Hir  paroch-prest  nis  bat  a  beest 
Ayens  me  and  my  company,  6875 

That  shrewes  been  as  greet  as  I ; 
For  whiche  I  wol  not  hyde  in  hold 
No  privetee  that  me  is  told. 
That  I  by  word  or  signe,  y-wis, 
fNil  make  hem  knowe  what  it  is,      6880 
And  they  wolen  also  tellen  me ; 
They  hele  fro  me  no  privitee. 
And  for  to  make  yow  hem  peroeyven, 
That  osen  folk  thos  to  disoeyven, 
I  wol  you  seyn,  withoaten  drede,       68^ 
What  men  may  in  the  gospel  rede 
Of  Seynt  Mathew,  the  gospelere, 
That  seith,  as  I  shal  yon  sey  here. 
*  Upon  the  chaire  of 


Thos  is  it  glosed,  donteles  :  6890 

That  is  the  olde  testament, 

For  therby  is  the  chaire  ment- 

Sitte  Scribes  and  Pharifl(i]en  ;^ — 

That  is  to  seyn,  the  corsed  men 

Whiche  that  we  ypocrites  oalle—        6895 

Doth  that  they  preche,  I  rede  yoa  alia. 

Bat  doth  not  as  they  don  a  del. 

That  been  not  weiy  to  seye  wel. 

Bat  to  do  wel,  no  willeliaye  they ; 

And  they  wolde  binde  on  folk  alw«y. 

That  ben  to  [be]  begyled  able,  6901 

fBordens  that  ben  importable ; 

On  folkes  shnldres  thinges  they  ooadien 

That  they  nil  with  her  fingres  Umchen.* 

Amour,  ^  And  why  wol  they  not  toache 
it?» 

F.  Son,  *Why?  6905 

For  hem  ne  list  not,  sikerly  ; 
For  sadde  fbordens  that  men  taken. 
Make  folkes  shnldres  aken. 
And  if  they  do  onght  that  good  be, 
That  is  for  folk  it  shnlde  see  :  691U . 

Her  fborders  larger  maken  they. 
And  make  hir  hemmes  wyde  alw^. 
And  loven  setes  at  the  table,. 
The  firste  and  most  honoaraUa ; 
And  for  to  han  the  first  chaieres  6915 

In  s3^agoges,  to  hem  Jul  dere  is  ; 
And  willen  that  folk  hem  loate  and  grete^ 
Whan  that  they  passen  thaxgh  the  strete. 
And  wolen  be  cleped  *  Maister '  also. 
Bat  they  ne  shnlde  not  willen  so  ;      6920 
The  gospel  is  ther-ageyns,  I  gesse  : 
That  sheweth  wel  hir  wikkidnease. 

*  Another  onstom  ose  we : — 
Of  hem  that  wol  ayens  ns  be. 
We  hate  fhem  deedly  everichoon,       69:r5 
And  we  wol  worry  fhem,  as  oon. 
Him  that  oon  hateth,  hate  we  aUe, 
And  oonjecte  how  to  doon  him  fidleu 
And  if  we  seen  hinx  winne  honour, 
Richesse  or  preys,  thorgh  his  valoor,  699U 
Provende,  rent,  or  dignitee, 
Fol  fast,  y-wis,  oompassen  we 
By  what  ladder  he  is  domben  so ; 
And  for  to  maken  him  doon  to  go, 
With  traisoon  we  wole  him  defame,  6935 
And  doon  him  lese'his  gode  name. 
Thos  from  his  ladder  we  him  take, 
And  thns  his  fireendes  foes  we  make  ; 
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Bat  word  ne  irite  shal  he  noon, 

TO  allehifl  freendee  been  his  foon.     6940 

For  if  ire  dide  it  openly, 

We  mi^t  have  blame  redily ; 

For  ludde  he  vist  of  onr  malyce, 

He  hadde  him  kept,  bat  he  were  njroe. 

'Another  is  this,  that,  if  Bofalle    6945 
Th3t  ther  be  oon  among  us  alle 
TUt  doth  a  good  torn,  oat  of  drede, 
We  seyn  it  is  oar  ahier  dede. 
Ve,  nkerlj,  though  he  it  feyned, 
i)r  that  him  lift,  or  that  him  deynedd^so 
A  num  thargh  him  avannoed  be ; 
Tberof  sUe  parceners  be  we. 
And  teUen  folic,  wher^eo  we  go, 
Ihal  man  thoxgh  ns  is  sprongen  so. 
And  for  to  haye  of  men  presrsing,        6955 
We  purchaoe,  thargh  oar  flaftering. 
Of  riche  men,  of  gret  poostee, 
Uttres,  to  witnesse  oar  boontee ; 
So  that  man  weneth,  that  may  as  see, 
That  alle  verta  in  ns  ba  6960 

AzmI  alwej  pore  we  as  feyne ; 
Bat  how  so  that  we  begge  or  pleyne, 
We  ben  the  folk,  withont  losing, 
That  al  thing  have  withont  having. 
IhTa  be  we  dred  of  the  paple,  y^wis.  6g6s 
Aod  glad]y  my  porpos  is  this  :•— 
I  dele  with  no  wight,  bat  he 
Hare  goid  and  tresonr  gret  plentee ; 
Hit  acqnejmtannoe  wel  love  I ; 
Thii  11  moche  my  de^yr,  ahofify.        6970 
I  eatremete  nxe  of  broosges, 
I  make  pees  and  mariages, 
I  em  gladly  ezecntoor, 
Afid  many  tymes  proenxatoor ; 
I  em  iom^yme  messager ;  6975 

That  faileth  not  to  my  mister. 
Xni  many  tymes  I  make  enqoestes ; 
For  me  that  offiee  not  honest  is ; 
To  dele  with  other  mennes  thing. 
That  ij  to  me  a  gret  lyking.  6980 

And  if  that  ye  have  ooght  to  do 
In  plaee  that  I  xepeire  to, 
I  ihal  it  speden  thargh  my  wit, 
U  Rone  as  ye  have  told  me  it. 
•Sr»  that  ye  aarve  me  to  pay,  6985 

Vy  serrise  whaX  be  yoar  alway. 
B«t  who-so  wol  chastyse  me, 
At)um  my  love  lost  hath  he ; 
F-jf  I  love  no  man  in  no  gyse, 


That  wol  me  reprove  or  ohastyse ;      6990 
But  I  wolde  al  folk  ondertake, 
And  of  no  wight  no  teohing  taj^e ; 
For  I,  that  other  folk  ohastye, 
Wol  not  be  tanght  tto  my  folye. 

'  I  love  noon  hermitage  more ;         6995 
Alle  desertes,  and  holtes  hore, 
And  grete  wodes  everichoon, 
I  lete  hem  to  the  Baptist  lohon. 
I  qnethe  him  qoyte,  and  him  release 
Of  Bgipt  al  the  wildimesse ;  7000 

To  fer  were  alle  my  mansionns 
Fro  alle  citees  and  goods  tonnes. 
My  paleis  and  myn  hone  make  I 
There  men  may  renne  in  openly, 
And  sey  that  I  the  world  forsake.       7005 
Bnt  al  amidde  I  bilde  and  make 
Hy  hons,  and  swimme  and  pley  therinne 
Bet  than  a  fish  doth  with  his  finne. 

^  Of  Antecristes  men  am  I, 
Of  whiche  that  Crist  selth  openly,      t^mo 
They  have  abit  of  holinesse, 
And  liven  in  snoh  wikkednesse. 
Oatward,  lambren  semen  we, 
Fulle  of  goodnesse  and  of  pitee. 
And  inward  .we,  withonten  fable,        7015 
Ben  gredy  wolves  ravisable. 
We  enviroane  bothe  londe  and  see ; 
With  al  the  world  fwerreyen  we  ; 
We  wol  ordejme  of  alle  thing, 
Of  folkes  good,  and  her  living.  Tuau 

*'  If  ther  be  oastel  or  citee 
Wherin  that  any  boogerons  be, 
Although  that  they  of  Hilayne  were, 
For  ther-of  ben  they  blamed  there  : 
Or  if  a  wight,  ont  cf  mesnre,  7025 

Wolde  lene  his  gold,  and  take  nsnre. 
For  that  he  is  so  ooveitons  : 
Or  if  he  be  to  leccheroos. 
Or  fthefe,  or  haonte  simonye ; 
Or  provost,  fbl  of  trechexye,  7<j3o 

Or  prelat,  living  jolily, 
Or  prest  that  halt  his  qnene  him  by ; 
Or  olde  hores  hostilers. 
Or  other  bawdes  or  bordillers. 
Or  elles  blamed  of  any  vy  oe,  7035 

Of  whiche  men  shnlden  doon  jnstyoe  r 
By  alle  the  seyntes  that  we  pray, 
Bnt  they  defende  f  hem  with  lunprey, 
With  Ince,  with  eles,  with  aamoons, 
With  tendire  gees,  and  vrith  oaponns,  jtmy 
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With  tartes,  or  with  foheses  fat, 
With  deynte  flawnes,  brode  and  flat, 
With  caleweys,  or  with  pnllaille, 
With  ooninges,  or  with  fyn  vitaille, 
That  we,  under  oar  clothes  wyde,        7045 
Kaken  thnrgh  onr  golet  glyde  : 
Or  bat  he  wol  do  come  in  haste 
Boo-venisoan,  [y}-bake  in  paste : 
Whether  so  that  he  loore  or  groine, 
He  shal  have  of  a  corde  a  loigne,        7050 
With  whiche  men  shal  him  binds  and 

lede, 
To  brenne  him  for  his  sinftil  dede, 
That  men  sholle  here  him  crye  and  rore 
A  myle-wey  aboute,  and  more. 
Or  elles  he  shal  in  prisoon  dye,  7055 

Bat-if  he  wol  [oar]  frendship  bye, 
Or  smerten  that  tiiat  he  hath  do, 
More  than  his  gilt  amoanteth  to. 
Bat,  and  he  ooatho  thargh  his  sleight 
Do  maken  ap  a  toor  of  height,  7060 

Kooght  ronghte  I  whether  of  stone  or  tree. 
Or  erthe,  or  torves  thoogh  it  be, 
Though  it  were  of  no  voonde  stone 
Wrought  with  sqayre  and  scantilone, 
So  that  the  tour  were  staffed  wel        7065 
With  alle  richeese  temporel ; 
And  thanne,  that  he  wolde  apdresse 
Engyns,  bothe  more  and  lesse. 
To  caste  at  as,  by  every  syde — 
To  here  his  goode  name  wyde —  7070 

Such  sleightes  [as]  I  shal  yow  nevene, 
Barellos  of  wyne,  by  sixe  or  sevene, 
Or  gold  in  sakkes  gret  plente, 
He  shuldo  sone  delivered  be 
And  if  he  have  noon  sich  pitaances,    7075 
Late  him  study  in  equipolences. 
And  lete  lyes  and  fallaces. 
If  that  he  wolde  deserve  our  graces ; 
Or  we  shal  bere  him  such  witnesse 
Of  sinne,  and  of  his  wreoch  idnesse,     7080 
And  doon  his  loos  so  wyde  renne. 
That  al  quik  we  shulde  him  brenne, 
Or  elles  yeve  him  suohe  penaunce, 
That  is  wel  wors  than  the  pitaunce. 

'  For  thou  shalt  never,  for  no-thing. 
Con  knowen  aright  by  her  clothing    7086 
The  traitours  Aille  of  trecherye. 
But  thou  her  werkes  can  aspye. 
And  ne  hadde  the  good  keping  be 
Whylom  of  the  univendtee,  7090 


That  kepeth  the  key  of  Cristendome, 

fThey  had  been  tormented,  alle  and  soxne. 

Suche  been  the  stinking  [fikte]  prophetis  ; 

Nis  non  of  hem,  that  good  prophete  is ; 

For  they,  thargh  wikked  entenoioim,  7095 

The  yeer  of  the  incamacioun 

A  thousand  and  two  hundred  yeer, 

lyve  and  fifty,  ferther  ne  ner, 

Broughten  a  book,  with  sory  graoe, 

To  yeven  ensample  in  oomune  place,  7100 

That  seide  thus,  though  it  were  faUe  : — 

^*  This  is  the  Gospel  Perduiable, 

That  fro  the  Holy  Goost  is  sent.*' 

Wel  were  it  worth  to  ben  [y]-brent ! 

Entitled  was  in  such  manere  7105 

This  book,  of  which  I  telle  here. 

Ther  nas  no  wight  iji  al  Paiys, 

Bifom  Our  lAdy,  at  parvys, 

fThat  [he]  ne  mighte  bye  the  book, 

fTo  copy,  if  him  talent  took.  71 10 

Ther  might  he  sea,  by  greet  tresoon, 

Ful  many  fals  comparisoun  i— 

"  As  moohe  aa,  thurgh  his  grete  might, 

Be  it  of  hete,  or  of  light, 

The  sunne  sormounteth  the  mone,       71 15 

That  troubler  is,  and  channgeth  sone. 

And  the  note-kernel  the  sheUe — 

(I  scome  nat  that  I  yow  telle) — 

Bight  so,  withouten  any  gyle, 

Surmounteth  this  noble  Evangyle       7190 

The  word  of  any  evangelist." 

And  to  her  t^e  they  token  Christ ; 

And  many  such  comparisoun, 

Of  which  I  make  no  menoioun. 

Might  men  in  that  boke  finde,  7125 

Who-so  coude  of  hem  have  minde. 

*■  Th'  univendtee,  that  tho  was  aslepe, 
Qan  for  to  braide,  and  taken  kape ; 
And  at  the  noys  the  heed  ni)-caata, 
Ne  never  sithen  slepte  it  fute,  7130 

But  up  it  sterte.  and  armea  took 
Ayens  this  fals  horrible  book, 
Al  redy  batail  for  to  make. 
And  to  the  juge  the  book  to  take. 
But  they  that  brooghten  the  book  there 
Hente  it  anoon  aw^y,  for  fere ;  7x3^ 

They  nolde  shewe  it  more  a  del. 
But  thenne  it  kepte,  and  kepen  wil. 
Til  such  a  tyme  that  they  may  see 
That  they  00  strongs  woxen  be,  7x^c« 

That  no  wight  may  hem  wel  withstonde  ; 
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For  by  that  book  they  dxurst  not  stonde. 

Jk.w9j  they  gonne  it  for  to  here, 

For  they  ne  dnnte  not  answere 

By  exposicioan  'f-ne  gloee  7145 

To  that  that  elerkea  "wolo  apposo 

.Vyens  the  enraednesfle,  y-ixris, 

Ilifit  in  that  boike  wziten  is. 

Xow  wot  I  not,  ne  I  oan  not  see 

What  maaer  ende  that  there  shal  be  7150 

Ol'al  this  [boke]  that  they  hyde  ; 

Bat  jit  algate  they  shal  al^e 

Til  that  they  may  it  bet  defende ; 

This  txove  I  best,  wol  be  hir  ende. 

^  Thus  Antecxist  abyden  we,  7155 

For  we  ben  alle  of  his  meynee ; 
And  what  man  that  wol  not  be  so, 
Bight  sone  he  shal  his  lyf  forgo» 
We  wol  a  paple  fon  him  azeyse, 
And  ihiu;gh  oax  gyle  doon  him  seisoi  7160 
ijid  him  on  sharpe  spores  ryvo, 
Or  oCher-weyes  brings  him  fro  lyve, 
Bnt-if  that  he  wol  folowe,  y-wis. 
That  in  oar  boke  wziten  is. 
Thus  moche  wol  our  book  signifye,      7165 
That  whyl  [that]  Peter  hath  mais^ye, 
Kay  never  Johan  shewe  wel  his  might* 

*  Now  have  I  yoa  declared  right 
Tbe  mening  of  the  bark  and  rinde 
That  maketh  the  entencionns  blinde.  7170 
fiat  now  at  erst  I  wol  biginne 
To  expowne  yoa  the  pith  withinne : — 
>Aiui  first,  by  Peter,  as  I  wene. 
The  Pope  himself  we  wolden  mene,] 
And  [eek]  the  secnlers  oomprehende,  7175 
That  Oietes  lawe  wol  defende, 
And  aholde  it  kepen  and  mi^yntenen 
Ajneiecs  hem  that  al  sostenen, 
And  falsly  to  the  puple  teohen. 
"^And  Jcimik  bitokeneth  hem  fthat  pre- 
chen,  7180 

That  ther  nis  lawe  oorenable 
Bat  thiike  Qospel  Perdnxable, 
Ihat  bo  the  Holy  Qoet  was  sent 
To  tune  folk  that  been  miswent. 
The  strengthe  of  Johan  they  undirstonde 
€he  graee   in    which,   they  seye,  they 

stonde,  7x86 

That  doth  the  sinfal  folk  oon^erte, 
And  hem  to  Jesas  Grist  reverte. 
*  Fal  maaay  another  horriblete 
Hay  men  in  that  boke  see,  7x90 

D 


That  ben  comannded,  doateles, 

Ayens  the  lawe  of  Borne  ezpres ; 

And  alle  with  Antecrist  they  holden, 

As  men  may  in  the  book  biholden. 

And  than  comaonden  they  to  sleen    7195 

Alle  tho  that  with  Peter  been ; 

But  they  shal  nevere  have  that  might, 

And,  god  tofom,  for  stryf  to  fight. 

That  they  ne  shal  y-noogh  [men]  finde 

That  Peters  lawe  shal  have  in  minde,  7200 

And  ever  holde,  and  so  mayntene, 

That  at  the  last  it  shal  be  sene, 

That  they  shal  alle  come  therto, 

For  ought  that  they  can  speke  or  da 

And  thiike  lawe  shal  not  stonde,         73^5 

That  they  by  Johan  have  undirstonde ; 

Bat,  msogre  hem,  it  shal  adoon. 

And  been  brought  to  oonfosioon. 

Bat  I  wol  stinte  of  this  matere. 

For  it  is  wonder  long  to  here  ;  7210 

Bat  hadde  that  ilke  book  ondtixed, 

Of  better  estate  I  were  ensored ; 

And  freendes  have  I  yit,  pardee, 

That  han  me  set  in  greet  degree. 

*■  Of  al  this  world  is  emporoor  7215 

G^le  my  fader,  the  trechoor, 
And  emp[e]re8se  my  moder  is, 
Mwagte  the  Holy  Gk)6t,  y-wis. 
Our  mighty  linage  and  oar  roate 
Begneth  in  every  regno  aboate  ;  7220 

And  wel  is  fworth  we  maistres  be. 
For  al  this  world  goveme  we. 
And  can  the  folk  so  wel  disoeyve, 
That  noon  oar  gyle  can  peroeyve  ; 
And  thoogh  they  doon,  they  dar   not 

saye  j  7225 

The  sothe  dar  no  wight  biwreye. 
Bat  he  in  Cristis  wrath  him  ledeth, 
That  more  than  Crist  my  bretheren  dro- 

deth. 
He  nis  no  Ail  good  ohampioon, 
That  dredeth  sach  similacioan ;  7^30 

Kor  that  for  peyne  wole  refosen 
Us  to  correcten  and  accasen. 
He  wol  not  entremete  by  right, 
Ne  have  god  in  his  eye-sight, 
And  therfore  god  shal  him  panyce ;    7235 
Bat  me  ne  rekketh  of  no  vyce, 
Sithen  men  as  loven  comonably, 
And  holden  as  for  so  worthy, 
That  we  may  folk  repreve  echoon, 
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And  we  nil  bave  repref  of  noon.  7340 

Whom  shnlden  folk  wonhipen  bo 
Bat  ns,  that  stinten  never  mo 
To  patren  wh jl  that  folk  ns  see, 
ThoDgh  it  not  so  bihinde  hem  be  ? 

^  And  where  is  more  wood  folye,       7245 
Than  to  enhaunce  duvalrye. 
And  love  noble  men  and  gay, 
That  joly  clothes  weren  alway  ? 
If  they  be  sich  folk  as  they  semen, 
80  clene,  as  men  her  clothes  demen,   7250 
And  that  her  wordes  folowe  her  dede, 
It  is  gret  pite,  oat  of  drede, 
For  they  vol  be  noon  ypoorites  ! 
Of  hem,  me  thinketh  [it]  gret  spite  is ; 
I  can  not  love  hem  on  no  syde.  7255 

Bat  Beggers  with  these  bodes  wyde, 
With  sleighe  and  pale  faces  lene, 
And  greye  clothes  not  ftd  clene, 
Bat  fretted  fol  of  tatarwagges, 
And  highe  shoes,  knopped  with  dagges. 
That  fironncen  lyke  a  qaaile-pype,       7261 
Or  botes  riveling  as  a  gype ; 
To  sach  folk  as  I  yon  devyse 
Sholde  princes  and  these  lordes  wyse 
Take  alle  her  londes  and  her  thinges,  7365 
Bothe  werre  and  pees,  in  goveminges  ; 
To  sach  folk  shalde  a  prince  him  yive, 
That  wolde  his  lyf  in  honour  live. 
And  if  they  be  not  as  they  seme, 
That  serven  thos  the  world  to  qaeme,  7270 
There  wolde  I  dwelle,  to  discejrve 
The  folk,  for  they  flhal  not  perceyve. 

'  But  I  ne  speke  in  no  sach  wyse, 
That  men  sholde  humble  abit  dispyse, 
So  that  no  piyde  ther-onder  be.  7275 

No  man  shulde  hate,  as  thinketh  me, 
The  pore  man  in  sich  clothing. 
But  god  ne  preiseth  him  no-thing. 
That  seith  he  hath  the  world  forsake, 
And  hath  to  worldly  glorie  him  take,  7280 
And  wol  of  siohe  delyces  use ; 
Who  may  that  Begger  wel  excuse  ? 
That  papelard,  that  him  yeldeth  so, 
And  wol  to  worldly  ese  go, 
And  seith  that  he  the  world  hath  left, 
And  gredily  it  giypeth  eft,  7386 

He  is  the  hound,  shame  is  to  seyn, 
That  to  his  casting  goth  ageyn. 

*  Bat  unto  you  dar  I  not  lye  : 
But  mighte  I  felen  or  aspye  7290 


That  ye  peroeyred  it  no-thing. 
Ye  8halde(n]  have  a  stark  lesing 
Right  in  your  bond  thus,  to  biginne, 
I  nolde  it  lette  for  no  sinne.* 

The  god  loDgfa  at  the  wonder  tho,    7295 
And  evezy  wig^t  gan  laoghe  also, 
And  seide : — *  Lo  here  a  man  azif^t 
For  to  be  trusty  to  every  wight ! ' 

*  Fals  Semblant,*  quod  Love, '  sey  to  me, 
Sith  I  thus  have  avaunced  thee,  7300 

That  in  my  court  is  thy  dwelling, 
And  of  ribandes  shalt  be  my  king, 
Wolt  thou  wel  holden  my  f orwardes  ? ' 

F,  8em,    *Ye,  sir,  from,  hennes  fore- 
wardes; 
Hadde  never  your  £ader  here-bifofm    7305 
Servaunt  so  trewe,  sith  he  was  bom.* 

Amour.    *  That  is  ayeines  al  nature.' 

F.  Sem.    *Sir,  put  you  in  that  avBn* 
ture; 
For  though  ye  borowes  take  of  me, 
The  sikerer  shal  ye  never  be  7310 

For  ostages,  ne  sikimease, 
Or  chartres,  for  to  here  witneese. 
I  take  youxHself  to  record  here. 
That  men  ne  may,  in  no  manere, 
Teren  the  wolf  out  of  his  hy de,  73 1 5 

Til  he  be  fflayn,  bak  and  ^yde. 
Though  men  him  bete  and  al  defyle  ; 
What  ?  wene  ye  that  I  wole  bigyie  ? 
For  I  am  clothed  mekely, 
Ther-under  is  al  my  treohezy ;  7330 

Myn  herte  chaungeth  never  the  mo 
For  noon  abit,  in  which  I  go. 
Though  I  have  chere  of  simpleneaae, 
I  am  not  wery  of  shrewednesae. 
Ky  lemman,  Streyned-Abstinenoe,       7325 
Hath  mister  of  my  purveaunoe ; 
She  hadde  fdl  longe  ago  be  deed, 
Nere  my  oounoel  and  my  reed ; 
Lete  hir  aUone,  and  you  and  me.' 

And  Love  answerde,  ^  I  truste  thee  7330 
Without[e]  borowe,  for  I  wol  noon.* 
And  Fals-Semblant,  the  theef,  anoon. 
Bight  in  that  ilke  same  plaoe, 
That  hadde  of  tresounal  his  fiboe  7334* 

Bight  blak  withinne,  and  whyt  witlioute, 
Thanketh  him,  gan  on  his  kneee  louta. 

Than  was  ther  nought,  but  *■  l&vtiry  man 
Now  to  assaut,  that  sailen  can,* 
Quod  Love,  *  and  that  ftil  hardily.* 
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Than  armed  th^  hem  oonunmily       7340 

Of  sidi  armooT  as  to  hem  feL 

Wfaan  they  were  armed,  fen  and  fel, 

They  irente  hem  forth,  alle  in  a  zonte, 

And  80tt6  the  castel  al  ahoate ; 

Tb^y  wil  nought  away,  for  no  drede,  7345 

TH  it  80  be  that  they  ben  dede, 

Or  til  they  have  the  oastel  take. 

And  foore  batels  they  gan  make, 

And  parted  hem  in  fonre  anoon. 

And  toka  her  way,  and  forth  they  goon, 

The  foore  gates  for  to  aseaile,  7351 

Of  whicha  the  kepers  wol  not  -fEule ; 

Fbr  they  ben  neither  syke  ne  dede^ 

Bet  hardy  folk,  and  stronge  in  dede. 

Now  wole  I  seyn  the  eonntenaimce  7355 
Of  PUs-SembUmt,  and  Abetinannce, 
That  ben  to  Wikkid-Tonge  went. 
Bat  &st  they  helde  her  parlement, 
Whether  it  to  done  were 
To  maken  hem  be  knowen  there,        7360 
Or  eHes  walken  forth  disgysed. 
But  at  the  laste  they  deyyaed. 
That  they  wold  goon  in  tapinage, 
As  it  were  in  a  pilgrimage, 
Lyk  good  and  holy  folk  nnfeyned.       7365 
And  Dame  Abstinence^treyned 
Took  on  a  robe  of  camelyne, 
And  gan  hir  -f^graithe  as  a  Begyne. 
A  laige  ooverohief  of  threde 
She  wiaiiped  al  aboute  hir  hede,  7370 

Bat  ^e  foigat  not  hir  sautere ; 
A  peue  of  bedes  eek  she  here 
Tpan  a  lace,  al  of  whyt  threde. 
On  which  that  she  hir  bedes  bede ; 
Bat  she  ne  booghte  hem  never  a  del,  7375 
For  they  weire  geven  her,  I  wot  wel, 
God  wot,  of  a  fta  holy  frere, 
That  aeide  he  was  hir  fader  dere, 
To  whom  she  hadde  ofter  went 
Than  any  fk«re  of  his  oovent.  7380 

And  he  vi^yted  hir  also, 
And  many  a  sermoon  aeide  hir  to ; 
fi«  nolde  lette,  for  man  on  lyve, 
Tb3i  he  ne  ^vnAde  hir  ofte  shiyve. 
And  with  so  gret  devocion  7385 

Th^  made(n]  her  oonAsaion, 
That  thfiiy  had  ofte,  for  the  nones, 
TwohedcB  in  one  hood  at  ones. 

Of  fiur  shape  I  fdevyse  her  thee, 
But  pale  of  iiaee  somtyme  was  she ;     7390 

D 


That  fftlse  traitooresse  nntrewe 

Was  lyk  that  salowe  hors  of  hewe, 

That  in  the  Apocalips  is  shewed, 

That  signifyeth  ftho  folk  beshrewed. 

That  been  al  ful  of  treoherye,  7395 

And'Jiale,  thorgh  hyi)0cri4ye ; 

For  on  that  hors  no  ooloor  is, 

But  only  deed  and  pale,  y-wis. 

Of  sache  a  oolonr  enlangoored 

Was  Abstinence,  y-wis,  oolonred ;       7400 

Of  her  estat  she  her  repented. 

As  her  visage  represented. 

She  had  a  bnrdoon  al  of  Thefte, 
That  Gyle  had  yeve  her  of  his  yefte  ; 
And  a  scrippe  of  Fainte  Distresse,      7405 
That  ful  was  of  elengenease. 
And  forth  she  walked  sobrely : 
And  False-Semblant  saynt,  ie  vous  dy^ 
f  Had,  as  it  were  for  snoh  mistere, 
Don  on  the  cope  of  a  frere,  7410 

With  ohere  simple,  and  ftil  pitons ; 
His  looking  was  not  disdeinons, 
Ne  prond,  bat  meke  and  fill  pesible. 
About  his  nekke  he  bar  a  bible, 
And  sqnierly  forth  gan  he  gon  ;  7415 

And,  for  to  reste  his  limmes  npon, 
He  had  of  Treson  a  potente  ; 
As  he  were  feble,  his  way  he  wente. 
Bat  in  his  sieve  he  gan  to  thringe 
A  rasonr  sharp,  and  wel  bytinge,        742L 
That  was  forged  in  a  forge, 
Which  that  men  olepen  Coupe-gorge. 

So  longe  forth  hir  way  they  nomen. 
Til  they  to  Wicked-Tonge  oomen, 
That  at  his  gate  was  sitting,  7425 

And  saw  folk  in  the  way  passing. 
The  pilgrimes  saw  he  faste  by, 
That  beren  hem  ful  mekely, 
And  f  humblely  they  with  him  mette. 
Dame  Abstinence  first  him  grette,      7430 
And  slth  him  False-Semblant  salued. 
And  he  hem ;  but  he  not  fremued. 
For  he  ne  dredde  hem  not  a^eL 
For  when  he  saw  hir  faoes  wel, 
Alway  in  herte  him  thoughte  so,         7435 
He  shulde  knowe  hem  bothe  two ; 
For  wel  he  knew  Dame  Abstinaunce, 
But  he  ne  knew  not  Gonstreynaunoe. 
He  knew  nat  that  she  was  constrayned, 
Ne  of  her  theves  lyfe  feyned,  7440 

But  wende  ihe  00m  of  wil  al  free ; 
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But  she  com  in  another  degree ; 
And  if  of  good  wil  she  began, 
That  wil  was  failed  her  [as]  than. 

And  Eals-Semhlant  had  he  seyn  aLa, 
Bat  he  knew  nat  that  he  was  fietls.      7446 
Yet  fals  was  he,  bat  his  falsTiemw 
Ne  coade  he  not  espye,  nor  gesse  ; 
For  Semblant  was  so  slye  wrought, 
That  falsnesae  he  ne  espyed  nought.   7450 
Bat  haddest  thoa  knowen  him  befom, 
Thoa  woldest  on  a  boke  have  sworn, 
Whan  thou  him  saogh  in  thiike  aray 
That  he,  that  whylom  was  so  gay. 
And  of  the  daonce  Joly  Bobin,  7455 

Was  tho  become  a  Jacobin. 
Bat  sothely,  what  so  men  him  oalle, 
Frere[s]  Preohooxs  been  good  men  alle ; 
Hir  order  wickedly  thi^  beren, 
Saohe  minstrelles  if  [that]  they  weren. 
So  been  Augostins  and  Cordileres,      7461 
And  Carmes,  and  eek  Sakked  Freres, 
And  alle  freres,  shodde  and  bare, 
(Thoagh   some   of  hem  ben  grete  and 

sqaare) 
Fal  holy  men,  as  I  hem  deme ;  7465 

Everich  of  hem  wolde  good  man  seme. 
Bat  Shalt  thou  never  of  apparenoe 
Seen  oonolnde  good  oonseqoenoe 
In  none  azgoment,  y-wis. 
If  existence  al  failed  is.  7470 

For  men  may  finde  alway  sophyme 
The  consequence  to  envenyme, 
Who40  that  thath  the  subteltee 
The  doable  sentence  for  to  see. 

Whan  the  pilgiymes  common  were  7475 
To  Wicked-Tonge,  that  dwelled  there, 
Hir  hameis  nigh  hem  was  algate ; 
By  Wicked-Tonge  adonn  they  sate. 
That  bad  hem  ner  him  for  to  come, 
And  of  tydinges  telle  him  some,  7480 

And   sayde   hem: — 'What  cas  maketh 

yow 
To  come  into  this  place  now  ? ' 

*  Sir,'  seyde  Strained-Abstinaanoe, 

*  We,  for  to  diye  oar  penaance. 

With  hertes  pitous  and  devoate,         7485 
Are  oommen,  as  pilgrimes  gon  aboute ; 
Wei  nigh  on  fote  alway  we  go ; 
Fal  f  dosty  been  our  heles  two ; 
And  thus  bothe  we  ben  sent 
Thorghoat  this  world  that  is  miswent, 


To  yeve  ensample,  and  preche  alaa     7491 

To  fisshen  sinftil  men  we  go, 

For  other  flmi>iiTie  ne  fisshe  we. 

And,  sir,  for  that  charitee, 

As  we  be  wont,  herberwe  we  crave,     7495 

Yoor  lyf  to  amende  ;  Crist  it  save  ! 

And,  so  it  shaMo  yoa  nat  displese, 

We  wolden,  if  it  were  yoor  ese, 

A  short  sermoon  onto  yoa  seyn.' 

And  Wikked-Tonge  answerde  ageyn, 

'  The  hoos,'  quod  he, '  sach  as  ye  see,    7501 

Shal  nat  be  warned  you  for  me. 

Say  what  you  list,  and  I  wol  here.' 

'  Graimt  mercy,  swete  sire  dere ! ' 

Qaod  alderfirst  Dame  Abstinence,       7505 

And  thus  began  she  hir  sentence  : 

Conti,  Ahitinenoe.  *  Sir,  the  first  vertae, 
certeyn. 
The  gretest,  and  most  sover^yn 
That  may  be  foande  in  any  man, 
For  having,  or  for  wit  he  can,  7310 

That  is,  his  tonge  to  refreyne  ; 
Therto  ought  every  wight  him  peyna. 
For  it  is  better  stille  be 
Than  for  to  spoken  haim,  pardee ! 
And  he  that  herkeneth  it  gladly,         7515 
He  is  no  good  man,  sikerly, 
And,  sir,  aboven  al  other  sinne, 
In  that  art  thou  most  gil^  inne. 
Thou  spake  a  jape  not  long  ago^ 
(And,  sir,  that  was  tight  yvel  do)        7520 
Of  a  yong  man  that  here  repaired. 
And  never  yet  this  place  apcdred. 
Thou  seydest  he  awaited  nothing 
But  to  disoeyve  Fair^Welcoming. 
Ye  seyde  nothing  sooth  of  that ;  7525 

But,  sir,  ye  lye  ;  I  tell  you  pUvt ; 
He  ne  cometh  no  more,  ne  goth,  jiardee ! 
I  trow  ye  shal  him  never  see. 
Fair- Welcoming  in  prison  is, 
That  ofte  hath  pleyed  with  you,  er  this. 
The  fairest  games  that  he  conde,  7531 

Withoute  filthe,  stille  or  loude ; 
Now  dar  fhe  nat  himself  solace. 
Ye  han  also  the  man  do  cfaaoe, 
That  he  dar  neither  oome  ne  go.  7535 

What  meveth  you  to  hate  him  so 
But  properly  your  wikked  thought, 
That  many  a  fals  losing  hath  thought  ? 
That  meveth  your  foole  eloquence, 
niat  jangleth  ever  m  audienoe,  754C1 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


FtAaxiFrC] 


t$^  (S^^mMtd  of  i$e  ({lo6^ 


77 


And  on  the  folk  areyseth  blame. 

And  doth  hem  dishonoor  and  shame, 

For  thing  that  may  have  no  previngf 

Bat  lyldineae,  and  oontriving. 

For  I  dar  seyn,  that  Beeon  demeth,    7545 

It  is  not  al  Booth  thing  that  semeth 

And  it  if  sinne  to  oontrove 

Thing  that  is  [for]  to  reprove  ; 

Thia  wot  ye  wel ;  and,  sir,  therefore 

Te  arn  to  Uame  [wel]  the  morei  7550 

And,  nsthelease,  he  rekketh  lyte ; 

He  yeveth  nat  now  thereof  a  myte ; 

Fbr  if  he  thonghte  harm,  parfay, 

He  TftAde  oome  and  gon  al  day ; 

He  coode  him-Mlfe  nat  ahstene.  7555 

Xov  cometh  he  nat,  and  that  is  sene. 

For  he  ne  taketh  of  it  no  ovre, 

Bnt-if  it  be  through  aventure, 

And  lane  than  other  folk,  aJgate. 

And  tboa  hers  watchest  at  the  gate,  7560 

With  spcre  in  thyno  arest  alway ; 

There  mnse,  mnaard,  al  the  day. 

Ilimx  wakcat  night  and  day  for  thought ; 

T-vig,  thy  traveyl  is  for  nought. 

And  Jdooflye,  withonten  faile,  7565 

^%al  never  qnjrte  thee  thy  travailo. 

And  scathe  is,  that  Eair-Welcoming, 

Withoiit(en]  any  trespassinip, 

Sbsl  wrongfully  in  prison  bo, 

llicr  wcpeth  and  langniswheth  he.      7570 

And  thoQgh  thoa  never  yet,  y-wis, 

Agiltest  man  no  more  bat  this, 

CUe  not  a-greef )  it  were  worthy 

To  ptatte  thee  oat  of  this  baily, 

And  afterward  in  prison  lye,  7575 

And  fettre  thee  tU  that  thou  dye ; 

For  thoa  shalt  for  this  sinne  dwelle 

Hi(;ht  in  the  devils  ers  of  helle, 

Bot-ifthat  thou  repente  thee.*  7579 

'Xa fay,  thon  lyest  falsly ! '  qnod  he. 
'What?  welcome  with  mischaonce  now ! 
Here  I  iherfore  herbered  yon 
To  K^  me  ahaane,  and  eek  reprove  ? 
With  soxy  happe,  to  your  bihove. 
Am  I  to-day  yoor  herbeiigere !  7585 

Oo,  herber  yon  elleswhere  than  here, 
Tbat  ban  a  Iyer  called  me ! 
Two  tregeioura  art  thon  and  he. 
That  in  myn  hoas  do  me  this  shame, 
And  for  my  soth-sawe  ye  me  blame.  7590 
Is  this  the  sermoon  that  ye  make  ? 


To  alle  the  develles  I  me  take, 

Or  elles,  god,  thon  me  confonnde  . 

Bat  er  men  diden  this  oastel  fonnde, 

It  passeth  not  ten  dayes  or  twelve,     7595 

But  it  was  told  right  to  my-selve, 

And  as  they  seide,  right  so  tolde  I, 

He  kiste  the  Rose  privily ! 

Thns  seide  I  now,  and  have  seid  yore  ; 

I  not  wher  he  dide  any  more.  7600 

Why  sholde  men  sey  mo  saeh  a  thing, 

If  it  haddo  been  gabbing? 

Right  so  seide  I,  and  wol  aeye  yit ; 

I  trowe,  I  lyed  not  of  it ; 

And  with  my  hemes  I  wol  blowo         7605 

To  alle  neighboris  a-rowo, 

How  he  hath  bothe  comen  and  gon.' 

Tho  spak  Fals-Semblant  right  anon, 
*  Al'is  not  gospel,  oat  of  doute, 
That  men  seyn  in  the  toane  aboate  ;  7610 
L^  no  deef  ere  to  my  speking ; 
I  swore  yow,  sir,  it  is  gabbing ! 
I  trowe  ye  wot  wel  certeynly. 
That  no  man  loveth  him  tenderly 
That  seith  him  harm,  if  ho  wot  it,      7615  • 
Al  be  he  never  so  pore  of  wit. 
And  sooth  is  also  sikerly, 
(This  knowe  ye,  sir,  as  wel  as  I), 
That  lovers  gladly  wol  visyten 
The  places  ther  hir  loves  habytcoi.  •    762^ 
This  man  you  loveth  and  eek  hononreth ; 
This  man  to  serve  you  labonreth ; 
And  clepeth  yoa  his  freend  so  dero, 
And  this  man  maketh  yoa  good  chore. 
And  every-wher  that  [he]  yoa  meteth, 
He  yon  saleweth,  and  he  yoa  greteth.  7626 
He  preseth  not  so  ofbe,  that  ye 
Ought  of  his  come  encombred  bo  ; 
Ther  presen  other  folk  on  yow 
Pol  ofber  than  [that]  he  doth  now.      7630 
And  if  his  herte  him  streyned  so 
Unto  the  Bose  for  to  go, 
Ye  shulde  him  seen  so  ofbe  nede. 
That  ye  shulde  take  him  with  tho  dede. 
He  conde  his  coming  not  forbore,        7635 
Though  yo  him  thrilled  with  a  spere  ; 
It  nere  not  thanne  as  it  is  now. 
But  trusteth  wel,  I  swere  it  yow, 
That  it  is  clene  out  of  his  thought. 
Sir,  certes,  ho  ne  thenketh  it  nought ; 
No  more  ne  doth  Fair-Welcoming,     7641 
That  sore  abyeth  al  this  thing. 
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And  if  they  were  of  oon  assent, 

Fal  gone  were  the  Bose  hent ; 

The  maagre  youres  wolde  be.  7645 

And  sir,  of  o  thing  herkeneth  me  : — 

Sith  ye  this  man,  that  loveth  yow, 

Han  seid  snoh  harm  and  shame  now, 

Witeth  wel,  if  he  gessed  it, 

Ye  may  wel  demen  in  yonr  wit,  7650 

He  nolde  no-thing  love  you  so, 

Xe  callen  yon  his  freend  also, 

Bat  night  and  day  he  fwolde  wake, 

The  castel  to  destroye  and  take. 

If  it  were  sooth  as  ye  devyse  ;  7655 

Or  som  man  in  som  maner  wyse 

Might  it  wame  him  everydel, 

Or  by  him-self  perceyven  wel ; 

For  sith  he  might  not  come  and  gon 

As  he  was  whylom  wont  to  don,         7660 

He  might  it  sone  wite  and  see ; 

But  now  al  other-wyse  *|-doth  he. 

Than  have  fye,  sir,  al-onterly 

Deserved  helle,  and  jolyly 

The  deth  of  helle,  donteles,  7665 

That  thrallen  folk  so  gilt^les.' 

Fals-Semblant  proveth  so  this  thing 
That  he  can  noon  answering. 
And  seeth  alwey  such  apparannoe, 
That  nygh  he  fel  in  rei)entaance,       7670 
And  seide  him  : — '  Sir,  it  may  wel  be. 


Semblant,  a  good  man  semen  ye  ; 
And,  Abstinence,  fnl  wyse  ye  seme ; 
Of  o  talent  yon  bothe  I  deme.  7674 

What  coonceil  wole  ye  to  me  yeven  ?' 
F.  8em.  *  Bight  "here  anoon  thoa  shalt 
be  shriven, 
And  sey  thy  sinne  withonte  more ; 
Of  this  shalt  thou  rex)ente  sore ; 
For  I  flcm  preest,  and  have  ponstee 
To  shryve  folk  of  most  dignitee  76S0 

That  been,  as  wyde  as  world  may  dure. 
Of  al  this  world  I  have  the  core, 
And  that  had  never  jrit  pemonn, 
No  vicarie  of  no  maner  tonn. 
And,  god  wot,  I  have  of  thee  7685 

A  thousand  tymes  more  pitee 
Than  hath  thy  preest  parochial, 
Though  he  thy  fireend  be  speciaL 
I  have  avanntage,  in  o  wyse. 
That  yonr  prelates  ben  not  so  wyse    7690 
Ne  half  so  lettred  as  am  I. 
I  am  licenced  boldely 
In  divinitee  to  rede, 
And  to  confessen,  ont  of  drede. 
If  ye  wol  you  now  confesse,  76g5 

And  leve  your  sinnes  more  and  lesse, 
Without  abood,  knele  doun  anon. 
And  you  shal  have  absolucion.'  7698 
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Ajjogirt  and  al  xnerciable  qaene, 

To  vhom  that  al  this  world  fleeth  for 

WGoar, 
To  have  releea  of  sinne,  Borwe  and  tene, 
(wlorkfOB  Tirgine,  of  alio  floores  floor, 
To  thee  I  flee,  confounded  in  erronr !      5 
Help  and  releve,  thon  mighty  debonaixe, 
Have  mercy  on  my  perilous  langour ! 
TenqaiMhed  m'  hath  my  cmel  adversaire. 

B<nmtee  to  fix  hath  in  thyn  herte  hia 

tente, 
Tbat  wel  I  wot  thon  wolt  my  ■ooonr  be,  10 
Tium.  oanst  not  wame  him  that,  with 

good  entente, 
AxMh  thyn  help.  Thyn  herte  is  ay  so  free, 
Tbon  art  largene  of  pleyn  felioitee, 
Haren  of  refnt,  of  qniete  and  of  reste. 
Ia,  bow  that  therea  seven  chasen  me !  15 
Help,  la4y  brighti  er  that  my  ship  to- 

bieste! 

Comfort  is  noon,  bat  in  yow,  lady  dere ; 
F<»r  lo,  my  sinne  and  my  oonAisionn, 
Which  ooghten  not  in  thy  presence  ap- 

Han  take  on  me  a  greroos  aocionn        20 

Of  Terrey  right  and  desperacionn  ; 

And,  as  by  right,  they  mighten  wel  sna- 

tene 
Thai  I  were  worthy  my  dampnaoionn, 
2fcn  mncf  of  you,  hiiaftil  hevene  qnene. 


Doute  is  ther  noon,  thon  qneen  of  miseri- 

corde,  25 

That  thon  n'art  canse  of  grace  and  mercy 

here ; 
God  vouched  sauf  thurgh  thee  with  us 

t'acorde. 
For  oertes,  Cristes  blisfal  moder  dere. 
Were  now  the  bowe  bent  in  swich  manere, 
As  it  was  first,  of  justice  and  of  yre,      30 
The  rightftil  Qod  nolde  of  no  mercy  here ; 
But  thurgh  thee  han  we  grace,  as  we 

desyre. 

Ever  hath  myn  hope  of  refut  been  in  thee. 
For  heer*bifom  fnl  ofte,  in  many  a  wjrse. 
Hast  thou  to  misericorde  reccyved  me.  55 
But  mercy,  lady,  at  the  grete  as^se. 
Whan  we  shul  come  bifore  the  hye  jus- 

tyse ! 
So  litel  fruit  shal  thanne  in  me  be  founde. 
That,  but  thou  er  that  day.  me  f  wel 

chastyse, 
Of  verrey  right  my  work  me  wol  con- 

founde.  40 

Fleeing,  I  flee  for  socour  to  thy  tente 
lie  for  to  hyde  from  tempest  ful  of  drede, 
Biseching  you  that  ye  you  not  absente, 
Thonghlbewikke.  Ohelpyitatthisnedel 
Al  have  I  been  a  beste  in  wille  and  dede, 
Yit,  lady,  thou  me  clothe  with  thy  grace. 
Thyn  enemy  and  myn  (lady,  tak  hede)  47 
Un-to  my  deeth  in  poynt  is  me  to  ohaoe. 
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Qlorioas  mayde  and  moder,  which  that 

never 
Were  bitter,  neither  in  erthe  nor  in  see,  50 
Bat  ftil  of  swetnesee  and  of  mercy  ever, 
Help  that  my  fader  be  not  wroth  with  me ! 
Spek  thon,  for  I  ne  dar  not  him  y-see. 
So  have  I  doon  in  erthe,  alias  ther-whyle ! 
That  certes,  hnt-if  thou  my  sooour  be,  S5 
To  stink  eteme  he  wol  my  gost  exyle. 

Ho  vouched  saof,  tel  him,  as  was  his  wille, 
Bioomo  a  man,  to  have  our  alliannce, 
And  with  his  precions  blood  he  wroot  the 

biUo 
Up-on  the  crois,  as  general  acqnitannce. 
To  every  penitent  in  fal  creaunoe ;        61 
And  therfor,  lady  bright,   thou  for  ns 

praye. 
Than  shalt  thon  bothe  stinte  al  his  grev- 

annce. 
And  make  onr  foo  to  fiedlen  of  his  praye 

I  wot  it  wel,  thon  wolt  ben  onr  sooonr,  65 
Thou  art  so  fol  of  bonntee,  in  certeyn. 
For,  whan  a  sonle  falleth  in  erronr. 
Thy  pitee  goth  and  haleth  him  ayeyn. 
Than  makest  thon   his  pees  with    his 

sovereyn, 
And  bringest  him  out  of  the  crooked 

streto.  yo 

Who-so  thee  loveth  he  shal  not  love  in 

veyn. 
That  shal  he  finde,  as  he  the  lyf  shal  lote. 

Kalenderes  enlnmined  ben  they 

That  in  this  world  ben  lighted  with  thy 

name. 
And  who-80  goth  to  yon  the  righte  wey,  75 
Him  thar  not  drede  in  soiile  to  be  lame. 
Now,  queen  of  comfort,  sith  thou  art  that 


To  whom  I  seche  for  my  medioyne, 
Lat  not  my  foo  no  more  my  wonnde  en- 
tame, 
Mjni  hele  in-to  thyn  hand  al  I  resigne.  80 

Iiady,  thy  sorwe  can  I  not  portreye 
Under  the  cros,  ne  his  grevous  penaunce. 
But,  for  your  bothes  peynes,  I  you  preye, 
Lat  not  our  older  foo  make  his  bobaunce, 
That  he  hath  in  his  listos  of  mischaunoe  85 
Convict  that  ye  bothe  have  bought  so 
dero. 


As  I  seide  eist,  thou  ground  of  our  sub- 

staunoe, 
Continue  on  us  thy  pitous  eyen  dere  t 

Moises,  that  saugh  the  bush  with  fiaumes 

rede 
Brenninge,  of  which  ther  never  a  stikke 

brende,  90 

Was  signe  of  ihyn  unwemmed  maiden- 

hede. 
Thou  art  the  bush  on  which  ther  gan 

descende 
The  Holy  Gost,  the  which  that  Koises 

wonde 
Had  ben  a-fyr  ;  and  this  was  in  fifrnre. 
Now  lady,  from  the  fyr  thou  us  defende  95 
Which  that  in  helle  eternally  shal  durp. 

Noble  princesse,  that  never  haddest  pere, 

Certes,  if  any  comfort  in  us  be, 

That  Cometh  of  thee,  thou  Cristes  moder 

dere. 
We  han  non  other  melodye  or  glee      100 
Us  to  rejoyse  in  our  adversitee, 
N*  advocat  noon  that  wol  and  dar  so  preye 
For  us,  and  that  for  lltel  hjrre  as  ye. 
That  helpen  for  an  Ave-Marie  or  tweyo. 

O  verrey  light  of  eyen  that  ben  blinde,  105 
O  verrey  lust  of  labour  and  distresse, 
O  tresorere  of  bountee  to  mankinde, 
Thee  whom    God    ohees  to  moder    for 

humblesse ! 
From  his  ancille  he  made  thee  maistresse 
Of  hevene  and  erthe,  our  bille  up  for  to 

bede.  no 

This  world  awaiteth  ever  on  thy  good- 

nesse, 
For  thou  ne  failest  never  wight  at  node. 

Purpos  I  have  sum  tyme  for  Venquere, 
Wherforc  and  why  the  Holy  Gost  thee 

soughte. 
Whan  Gabrielles  vois  cam  to  thyn  ere.  1 15 
He  not  to  werre   us   swich   a    wonder 

wroughte. 
But  for  to  save  us  that  he  sithen  boo^bto. 
Than  nedeth  us  no  wepen  us  for  to  save. 
But  only  ther  we  did  not,  as  us  oughte. 
Do  i>enitence,  and  mercy  axe  and  havei.  i  it., 

Queen  of  comfort,  yit  whan  I  me  bithink 
That  I  agilt  have  bothe,  him  and  thee. 
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Aiid  thftt  my  aoiile  is  worthy  for  to  gmke, 
Alias,  I,  eaitif,  whider  may  I  flee  ? 
Who  sfaal  Tin-to  tliy  sone  my  xneno  be?  135 
Who,  bat  tJiy-seU;  that  art  of  pitee  weUe  ? 
Thim  haat  more  renthe  on  onr  adversitee 
Than  in  this  world  mighte  any  tonge  telle. 

Bedrene  me,  moder,  and  me  chastyse, 
For,  cert^ynly,  my  fadrea  chastisinge  150 
That  dar  I  nought  al^en  in  no  wyae  : 
So  hidou  is  his  rightfxd  rekeninge. 
Moder,  of  whom  onr  mercy  gan  to  springe, 
Beth  ye  my  jnge  and  eek  my  sonles  leohe ; 
For  ever  in  yon  is  pitee  habonndinge  155 
To  eeh  that  wol  of  pitee  yon  biseche. 

80th  ifl,  that  God  ne  giannteth  no  pitee 
With^mte  thee ;  for  God,  of  his  goodnesse, 
Poryiv«fth  noon,  but  it  lyke  un-to  thee. 
He  hath  thee  maked  vicaire  and  mais- 
treflse  140 

Of  al  the  world,  and  eek  goyemeresse 
Of  hevene,  and  ho  repreaseth  his  ju8t3^se 
After  thy  wiUe,  and  therefore  in  witnesae 
Hehsth  thee  crouned  in  so  lyal  wyse. 

temple  devout,  ther  god  hath  his  won- 
™««»  145 

Fro  vhieh  these  raisbileved  pryved  been, 
To  yon  my  aonle  penitent  I  bringe. 
B^ceyre  me !  I  can  no  farther  fleen ! 
With  thomes  Tenimoufl,  O  hevene  queen, 
For  which  the  ertlie  acursed  was  ful  yore, 
I  Mn  90  wounded,  as  ye  may  wel  seen,  151 
That  I  am  lost  almost ; — it  smert  so  sore. 

^Q^me,  that  art  so  noble  of  apparaile, 
SxA  ledest  us  in-to  the  hye  tour  154 


Of  Paradys,  thou  me  wisse  and  counsaile. 
How  I  may  hare  thy  grace  and  thy  sooour ; 
Al  have  I  been  in  filthe'and  in  errour. 
Lady,  un-to  that  court  thou  me  ajoume 
That  oleped  is  thy  bench,  O  fresshe  flour  ! 
Ther-as  that  mercy  ever  ahal  sojoume.  i6(> 

Xristus,  thy  sone,  that  in  this  world 

alighte, 
Up-on  the  cros  to  suffre  his  passioun. 
And  f  eek,  that  Longins  his  herte  pighte, 
And  made  his  herte  blood  to  renneadoun ; 
And  al  was  this  for  my  salvacioun  ;      165 
And  I  to  him  am  fals  and  eek  unkinde, 
And  yit  he  wol  not  my  dampnacioun — 
This  thanke  I  you,  socour  of  al  mankinde. 

Tsaao  was  figure  of  his  deeth,  certeyn. 
That  so  fer-forth  his  fader  wolde  obeye  lya 
That  him  no  roughte  no-thing  to  be  slayn ; 
Bight  so  thy  sone  list,  as  a  lamb,  to  deye. 
Now  lady,  ful  of  mercy,  I  you  preye, 
Sith  he  his  mercy  mesured  so  large. 
Be  ye  not  skant ;  for  alle  we  singe  and 
seye  175 

That  ye  ben  from  vengeaunce  ay  our  targe. 

Zacharie  you  clei>eth  the  open  welle 
To  wasshe  sinAil  soule  out  of  his  gilt. 
Therfore  this  lessoun  oughte  I  wel  to  telle 
That,  nere  thy  tender  herte,  we  weren 
spilt.  i8<> 

Now  Udy  brighte,  sith  thou  canst  and  wilt 
Ben  to  the  seed  of  Adam  meroiable. 
So  bring  us  to  that  paUds  that  is  bilt 
To  penitents  that   ben  to  mercy  able. 

184 


ExpUeU  carmefu 


n.     THE  COMPLEYNTE  UNTO  PITE. 


Pnrt,  that  I  have  sought  so  yore  ago. 
With  herte  tora,  and  ful  of  besy  peyne. 
That  in  this  world  was  never  wight  so  wo 
^tb-oute  dethe ;  and,  if  I  shal  not  feyne^ 
^T  porpos  was,  to  Pite  to  eompleyne      5 
I'pon  the  cmeltee  and  tirannye 
Of  Love,  that  for  my  tronthe  doth  me  dye. 


And  when  that  I,  by  lengthe  of  certeyn 

yeres. 
Had  ever  in  oon  a  tyme  sought  to  speke. 
To  Pite  ran  I,  al  bespreynt  with  teres,  i» 
To  preyen  hir  on  Cmeltee  m'  awreke. 
But,  er  I  might  with  any  worde  out- 

breke, 
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Or  tellen  any  of  my  peynes  smerte, 

I  fond  hir  deed,  and  buried  in  an  herte. 

Adonn  I  fel,  -when  that  I  sangh  the  herse, 
Deed  as  a  stoon,  whyl  that  the  swogh  me 

laste ;  i6 

But  up  I  roos,  with  colour  ful  diverse. 
And  pitously  on  hir  myn  yfin  caste, 
.\nd  ner  the  corps  I  gan  to  presen  faste, 
And  for  the  soule  I  shoop  me  for  to 

preye ;  so 

I  fnas  but  lorn ;  ther  fnas  no  more  to 

seye. 

Thus  am  I  slasm,  sith  that  Pite  is  deed  ; 
Alias !  that  day !   that  ever  hit  shulde 

falle! 
Wliat  maner  man  dar  now  holde  up  his 

heed? 
To  whom  shal  any  sorwful  herte  calle  ?  25 
Xow  Crueltee  hath  cast  to  sleen  us  alle, 
In  ydel  hope,  folk  redelees  of  peyne — 
Sith  she  is  deed — ^to  whom  shul  we  oom- 

pleyne  ? 

But  yet  encreseth  me  this  wonder  newe, 
That  no  wight  woot  that  she  is  deed,  but  I ; 
So  many  men  as  in  hir  tyme  hir  knewe. 
And  yet  she  dyed  not  so  sodeynly  ;  $2 
For  I  have  sought  hir  ever  ful  besily 
Sith  first  I  hadde  wit  or  mannes  minde ; 
But  she  was  deed,  er  that  I  coude  hir 
finde.  55 

Aboute  hir  herse  ther  stoden  lustily, 
Withouten  any  wo,  as  thoughte  me, 
Bountee  parfit,  wel  armed  and  richely, 
And  fresshe  Beautee,  Lust,  and  Jolitee, 
Assured  Maner,  Touthe,  and  Honestee,  40 
Wisdom,  Estaat,  [and]  Dreed,  and  GK>- 

vemaunoe, 
Confedred  bothe  by  bonde  and  alliaunce. 

A  compleynt  hadde  I,  writen,  in  myn 

bond. 
For  to  have  put  to  Pite  as  a  bille, 
But  whan  I  al  this  companye  ther  fond, 
That  rather  wolden  al  my  cause  spille  46 
Than  do  me  help,  I  held  my  pleynte  stille ; 
For  to  that  folk,  withouten  any  faile, 
*Withoute  Pite  may  no  bille  availe. 

Then  leve  I  al  thise  virtues,  sauf  Pite,  50 
Keping  the  oorp8,a8  ye  have  herd  me  seyn, 


Confedred  alle  by  bonde  of  Crueltee, 
And  been  assented  that  I  shal  be  sl^yn. 
And  I  have  put  my  compleynt  up  ageyn ; 
For  to  my  foos  my  bille  I  dar  not  shewe, 
Theffect  of  which  seith  thus,  in  wordes 
fewe . —  56 

The  BiXU, 
IT '  Humblest  of  herte,  hyest  of  reverence. 
Benigne  flour,  coroune  of  vertues  alle, 
Sheweth  unto  your  rial  excellence 
Your  servaunt,  if  I  durste  me  so  calle,  6t) 
His  mortal  harm,  in  which  he  is  y-fallc. 
And  noght  al  only  for  his  evel  fare, 
But  for  your  renoun,  as  he  shal  declare. 

*■  Hit    stondeth    thus :   your    contraire, 

Crueltee, 
Allyed  is  ageynst  your  regalye  65 

Under  colour  of  womanly  Beautee, 
For    men    [ne]   shuld    not    knowe    hir 

tirannye, 
With  Bountee,  Gentilesse,  and  Curtesy®, 
And  hath  depryved  you  now  of  your  place 
That    hight    "Beautee,    apertenant    to 

Grace.'*  ;o 

'  For  kindly,  by  your  heritage  right, 
Te  been  annexed  ever  unto  Bountee  ; 
And  verrayly  ye  oughte  do  your  might 
To  helpe  Trouthe  in  his  adversitee. 
Ye  been  also  the  coroune  of  Beautee  ;    75 
And  certes,  if  ye  wan  ten  in  thise  tweyne. 
The  world  is  lore  ;  ther  fnis  no  more  to    ' 
seyne. 

^  *■  Eek  what  availeth  Maner  and  Qea-   \ 

tilesse 
Withoute  you,  benigne  creature  ? 
Shal  Crueltee  be  your  govemeresse  ?      fiu  I 
Alias !  what  herte  may  hit  longe  endure  ? 
Wherfor,  but  ye  the  rather  take  oaxe 
To  breke  that  iierilous  alliannoe,  I 

Ye  sleen  hem  that  ben  in  your  obeiaaTuice. 
*  And  further  over,  if  ye  suffre  this,         85  1 
Your  renoun  is  fordo  than  in  a  throwe  ;    | 
Ther  shal  no  man  wite  wel  what  Pite  i& 
Alias!  thatyourrenmmshnldbesolowe!  j 
Ye  be  than  fro  your  heritage  y-throitve       I 
By  Crueltee,  that  occupieth  your  place ;  go 
And  we  despeiredi  that  aeken  to  yoax 

grace. 
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'  Hare  meicy  on  me,  thoa  Herenos  qaene, 
That  joo  liave  Bonght  so  tenderly  and 

yore; 
Ut  tomstreexn  of  ytmr  light  on  me  be  Bene 
Hut  love  and  drede  you,  ay  lenger  the 

mora.  95 

For,  Bothly  for  to  SQyne,  I  here  the  sore, 
And,  though  I  be  not  onnning  for  to 

pleyne, 
Fwgoddes  love,  have  meroyon  my  peyne ! 

*"  'My  p^ne  is  this,  that  what  so  I  desire 
Thai  have  I  not,  ne  no-thing  lyk  therto ; 
And  ever  set  Desire  myn  herte  on  flre ; 
Eek  on  that  other  syde,  wher-so  I  go,  loa 
What  maner  thing  that  may  encreae  wo 
That  have  I  redy,  onsoght,  everywhere ; 
He  [ne]  lakketh  but  my  deth,  and  than 
my  here.  105 


'  What  nedeth  to  shewe  parcel  of  my 

p^yne? 
Sith  every  wo  that  herte  may  bethinke 
I  soffre,  and  yet  I  dar  not  to  yon  plejrne  ; 
For  wel  I  woot,  al-thongh  I  wake  or 

winke, 
Ye  rekke  not  whether  I  flete  or  kinke.  no 
But  natheles,  my  tronthe  I  shal  snstene 
Unto  my  deeth,  and  that  shal  wel  be 

Bene. 

*  This  is  to  seyne,  I  wol  be  yoores  ever ; 
Though  ye  me  alee  by  Cmeltee,  your  fo, 
Algate  my  spirit  shal  never  dissever     1 15 
Fro  yonr  servyse,  for  any  peyne  or  wo. 
Sith  ye  be  deed — alias  !  that  hit  is  so  ! — 
Thus  for  yonr  deth  I  may  wel  wepe  and 
pleyne  118 

With  herte  sore  and  fol  of  be^y  peyne.' 


Here  endeth  the  excUmackm  c^fthe  Deth  ofPyU. 


in.     THE  BOOK  OF   THE  DUCHESSE. 


The  Proem, 

'  RAVs  gret  wonder,  by  this  lighte, 

Rov  that  I  live,  for  day  ne  nighte 

[  Dv  sat  slepe  wel  nigh  noght ; 

1  have  so  many  an  ydel  thoght 

^^ly  for  defante  of  slope, 

HuU,  by  my  troathe,  I  take  fkepe 

'If  no-thing,  how  hit  oometh  or  goth, 

Ne  me  nis  no-thing  leef  nor  loth. 

Al  is  y-liche  good  to  me— 

J'7«  or  sorowe,  wherso  hit  be — 

For  I  have  fellng  in  no-thing, 

Bnt,  as  it  were,  a  mased  thing, 

Alway  in  point  to  fidle  ardonn  ; 

F'jr  fsMy  imaginacionn 

Is  shvay  hoolly  in  my  minde. 

^Uid  wel  ye  woot,  agaynes  kinde 
Hit  were  to  liven  in  this  wyse ; 
For  nature  wolde  nat  safl^yse 
T«»  noon  erthely  creature 
N*«t  loDge  tyme  to  endure 


15 


Withoute  slepe,  and  be[en]  in  sorwe ; 

And  I  ne  may,  ne  night  ne  morwe, 

Slepe;  and  fthns  melancolye. 

And  dreed  I  have  for  to  dye, 

Defante  of  slepe,  and  hevinesse  2$ 

Hath  sleyn  my  spirit  of  qniknesse. 

That  I  have  lost  al  lostihede. 

Snche  fantasyes  ben  in  myn  hede 

So  I  not  what  is  best  to  do. 

But  men  mighte  axe  me,  why  so        30 
I  may  not  slepe,  and  what  me  is  ? 
Bnt  natheles,  who  aske  this 
Leseth  his  asking  trewely. 
Ky-selven  can  not  telle  why 
The  sooth  ;  bat  trewely,  as  I  gesse,        55 
I  holds  hit  be  a  siknesse 
That  I  have  snffired  this  eight  yere. 
And  yet  my  bote  is  never  the  nere ; 
For  ther  is  phisicien  bat  oon, 
That  may  me  hele ;  bat  that  is  doon.    40 
Passe  we  over  antil  eft ; 
That  wil  not  be,  moot  nede  be  left ; 
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Oar  first  matere  ia  good  to  kepe. 

So  whan  I  saw  I  miglit  not  slepe, 
Til  now  late,  this  other  night,  45 

Upon  my  bedde  I  sat  upright, 
And  had  oon  roche  me  a  book, 
A  romannce,  and  he  hit  me  took 
To  rede  and  dryve  the  night  away  ; 
For  me  thoghte  it  better  play  50 

Then  playe[n]  either  at  chesse  or  tables. 

And  in  this  boke  were  writen  fables 
That  clerkes  haddo,  in  olde  tyme, 
And  other  poets,  pnt  in  ryme 
To  rede,  and  for  to  be  in  minde  55 

Whyl  men  loved  the  lawe  of  kindo. 
This  book  ne  spak  but  of  snch  thinges, 
Of  qnenes  lyres,  and  of  kinges, 
And  many  othere  thinges  smale. 
Amonge  al  this  I  fond  a  tale  60 

That  me  thoughte  a  wonder  thing. 

This  was  the  tale  :  Ther  was  a  king 
That  highte  Seys,  and  hadde  a  wyf, 
The  beste  that  mighte  here  lyf ; 
And  this  qnene  highte  Alcyone.  65 

So  hit  befel,  therafter  sone, 
This  king  wolde  wenden  over  see. 
To  tellon  shortly,  whan  that  he 
Was  in  the  see,  thns  in  this  wyse, 
Soche  a  tempest  gan  to  lyse  70 

That  brak  hir  mast,  and  made  it  falle, 
And  clefte  hir  ship,  and  drointe  hem  alle. 
That  never  was  foondon,  as  it  telles, 
Bord  ne  man,  ne  nothing  elles. 
Bight  thns  this  king  Seys  loste  his  lyf.  7$ 

Now  +for  to  speken  of  his  ^-yf : — 
This  lady,  that  was  left  at  home, 
Hath  wonder,  that  the  king  ne  come 
Hoom,  for  hit  was  a  longe  terme. 
Anon  her  herte  fgan  to  ermo  ,*  80 

And  for  that  hir  thonghte  evermo 
Kit  was  not  wel  f  he  dwelte  so. 
She  longed  so  after  the  king 
That  cortes,  hit  were  a  pitons  thin^ 
To  telle  hir  hertely  sorwfal  lyf  85 

That  f  hadde,  alas  !  this  noble  wyf  ; 
For  him  she  loved  alderbest. 
Anon  she  sente  botho  eest  and  west 
To  seke  him,  but  they  founde  nought. 

'  Alas ! '  qnoth  she,  *  that  I  was  wroug^ht ! 
And  wher  my  lord,  my  love,  bo  deed  ?  91 
Gertes,  I  nil  never  ete  breed, 
I  make  a-vowe  to  my  god  hero, 


Bnt  I  mo  we  of  my  lorde  here  !* 

Snch  sorwe  this  lady  to  her  took  95 

That  trewely  I,  which  made  this  book, 

Had  swich  pite  and  swich  rowthe 

To  rede  hir  sorwe,  that,  by  my  trowthe, 

I  ferde  the  worse  al  the  morwe 

After,  to  thenken  on  her  sorwe.  tor> 

So  whan  fshe  ooade  here  no  word 
That  no  man  mighte  finde  hir  lord, 
Fnl  oft  she  swonned,  and  seide  *  alas ! ' 
For  sorwe  fnl  nigh  wood  she  was, 
Ne  she  conde  no  reed  bat  oon  ;  105 

Bat  donn  on  knees  she  sat  anoon, 
And  fweep,  that  pite  was  to  here. 

*  A  !  mercy !  swete  lady  dere ! ' 
Qaod  she  to  Juno,  hir  goddesse  ; 
'  Help  me  oat  of  this  distresse,  1 10 

And  yeve  me  grace  my  lord  to  see 
Sone,  or  wite  wher-so  he  be. 
Or  how  he  fareth,  or  in  what  wyse. 
And  I  shal  make  yon  sacriiyse, 
And  hooUy  yoores  become  I  shal  1 15 

With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  and  al ; 
And  bat  thoa  wilt  this,  lady  swete, 
Send  me  grace  to  slepe,  and  mete 
In  my  slepe  som  certeyn  sweven, 
Wher-throngh  that  I  may  knowen  even 
Whether  my  lord  be  qnik  or  deed.*        ist 
With  that  word  she  heng  doan  the  heed, 
And  fil  a-Bwown  as  cold  as  ston  ; 
Hir  women  canghte  her  ap  anon. 
And  broghten  hir  in  bed  al  naked,       125 
And  she,  forweped  and  forwaked, 
Was  wery,  and  thns  the  dede  sleep 
Fil  on  her,  or  she  toke  keep, 
Throngh  Jano,  that  had  herd  hir  bone, 
That  made  hir  [for]  to  slepe  sone  ;         i:t<) 
For  as  she  prayde,  fso  was  don, 
In  dede  ;  for  Jano,  right  anon. 
Called  thus  her  messagere 
To  do  her  erande,  and  he  com  nere. 
Whan  he  was  come,  she  bad  him  thos :  t^*; 
'  Gk>  bet,'  qaod  Jano,  '  to  Morpheas, 
Thoa  knowest  him  wel,  the  god  of  sleep ; 
Now  anderstond  wel,  and  tak  keep. 
Soy  thns  on  my  halfe,  that  he 
Gk>  faste  into  the  grete  see,  140 

And  bid  him  that,  on  alio  thing, 
He  take  np  Seys  body  the  king, 
That  lyth  f\il  pale  and  no-thing  rod^'. 
Bid  him  crepe  into  the  body, 
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And  do  it  goon  to  Alcyone  145 

The  qaene,  ther  she  lyih  alone, 
And  shewe  hir  shortly,  hit  is  no  nay, 
How  hit  'waa  dreynt  thia  other  day ; 
And  do  the  hody  speke  feo 
Bi^ht  aa  hit  was  wont  to  do,  150 

The  vrhyles  that  hit  was  on  lyve. 
Go  now  £Mte,  and  hy  thee  blyve ! ' 

This  messager  took  lore  and  wente 
Upon  his  wey,  and  never  ne  stente 
TU  he  com  to  the  derke  valejre  155 

That  Btant  >ytwene  roches  twcye, 
Ther  never  yet  grew  00m  ne  gias, 
Xe  tree,  ne  "fiiothing  that  ought  was, 
Beste,  ne  num,  ne  fnothing  elles, 
Sove  ther  were  a  fewe  welles  160 

Came  reaming  fro  the  eUffes  adoon, 
That  made  a  deedly  sloping  sonn, 
And  ronnen  doan  right  by  a  cave 
That  was  under  a  rokke  y-grave 
Amid  the  valey,  wonder  depe.  165 

Ther  thiae  goddes  laye  and  slepe, 
Morpheus,  and  Eelympastoyre, 
That  was  the  god  of  slopes  heyre, 
That  depe  and  did  non  other  werk. 

This  cave  was  also  as  dark  170 

As  helle  pit  over-al  aboate ; 
They  had  good  les^ser  for  to  route 
To  enyye,  who  might  slepe  beste ; 
Some  henge  hir  chin  upon  hir  breste 
And  fslepe  upright,  hir  heed  y-hed,     175 
And  some  lay(e]  naked  in  hir  bed, 
And  slepe  whyles  the  dayea  lasts. 
This  meseager  com  flying  fSiute, 
And  cryed, '  O  ho !  awak  anon ! '  179 

Hit  was  for  noght ;  ther  horde  him  non. 

*  Awak  ! '  quod  he,  *  who  is,  lyth  there?' 
And  blew  his  horn  right  in  hir  ere. 
And  cryed  *  awaketh  ! '  wonder  hyfi. 
This  god  of  slepe,  with  his  oon  yH 

Gsst  up,  iiUEed,  *  who  olepeth  there  ? '  185 

*  Hit  am  I,'  quod  this  messagere ; 
'  Juno  bad  thou  shnldest  goon  * — 
And  tolde  him  what  he  shulde  doon 
As  I  have  told  yow  here-tofore ; 

Hit  is  no  need  reheise  hit  more ;  190 

And  wente  his  wey,  whan  he  had  ssyd. 

Anon  this  god  of  slepe  a-brayd 
Oat  of  his  slepe,  and  gan  to  goon, 
And  did  as  he  had  bade  him  doon  ; 
Took  up  the  dre^te  body  sone,  195 


And  bar  hit  forth  to  Alcyone, 
His  wyf  the  queue,  ther-as  she  lay, 
Bight  even  a  quarter  before  day, 
And  stood  right  at  hir  beddes  fete. 
And  called  hir,  right  as  she  hete,         aoo 
By  name,  and  seyde,  *  my  swete  wyf, 
Awak !  let  be  your  sorwftil  lyf ! 
For  in  your  sorwe  ther  lyth  no  reed  ; 
For  certes,  swete,  I  fnam  but  deed ; 
Te  shul  me  never  on  lyve  y-see.  ao^ 

But  good  swete  herte,  [look]  that  ye 
Buzy  my  body,  •fat  whiche  a  tyde 
Ye  mowe  hit  flnde  the  see  besyde  ; 
And  far-wel,  swete,  my  worldes  blisse  ! 
I  praye  god  your  sorwe  lisse ;  210 

To  litel  whyl  our  blisse  lasteth  ! ' 

With  that  hir  eyen  up  she  oasteth, 
And  saw  noght ;   *  fA  I '   quod  she,  '  for 

sorwe!* 
And  deyed  within  the  thridde  morwe. 
But  what  she  st^de  more  in  that  swow 
I  may  not  telle  yow  as  now,  316 

Hit  were  to  longe  for  to  dwelle ; 
Ify  first  matere  I  wil  3^w  telle, 
Wherfor  I  have  told  this  thing 
Of  Alcione  and  Seys  the  king.  220 

For  thus  moche  dar  I  8ay[e]  wel, 
I  had  be  dolven  every  del, » 
And  deed,  right  through  de&ute  of  sleep, 
If  I  nad  red  and  take[n]  keep 
Of  this  tale  next  before :  223 

And  I  wol  telle  yow  wherfore ; 
For  I  ne  might,  for  bote  ne  bale, 
Slepe,  or  I  had  red  this  tale 
Of  this  dreynte  Sesrs  the  king. 
And  of  the  goddes  of  sloping.  230 

Whan  I  had  red  this  tale  wel. 
And  over-loked  hit  everydel. 
Me  though  te  wonder  if  hit  were  so ; 
For  I  had  never  herd  speke,  or  tho, 
Of  no  goddes  that  coude  make  2^ 

Men  [for]  to  slope,  ne  for  to  wake ; 
For  I  ne  knew  never  god  but  oon. 
And  in  my  game  I  sayde  anoon — 
And  yet  me  list  right  evel  to  pleye — 
*  Bather  then  that  I  shulde  deye  340 

Through  defaute  of  sloping  thus, 
I  wolde  yive  thilke  Morpheus, 
Or  his  goddosse,  dame  Juno, 
Or  som  wight  elles,  I  ne  roghte  who— 
To  make  me  slepe  and  have  som  rests — 
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I  wU  yive  him  the  alder-beste  246 

Yifb  that  ever  he  abood  his  lyye, 

And  here  on  warde,  right  now,  as  Uyve ; 

If  he  wol  makd  me  slepe  a  lyte, 

Of  downe  of  pore  dowves  whyte  250 

I  wil  yive  him  a  fether-bed, 

Bayed  with  golde,  and  right  wel  oled 

In  fyn  hlak  satin  dontremere, 

And  many  a  pilow,  and  every  here 

Of  clothe  of  Baynea,  to  slepe  sofbe ;      255 

Him  thar  not  nede  to  tnmen  ofte. 

And  I  wol  yiye  him  al  that  fialles 

To  a  ohamhre  ;  and  al  his  hallos 

I  wol  do  peynte  with  pore  golde, 

And  tapite  hem  fU  many  folde  360 

Of  00  sate;  this  shal  he  have. 

If  I  wiste  wher  were  his  cave, 

If  he  can  make  me  slepe  sone, 

As  did  the  goddesse  fAlcione. 

And  thus  this  ilke  god,  Moiphens,       265 

May  winne  of  me  mo  fete  thus 

Than  ever  he  wan  ;  and  to  Jono, 

That  is  his  goddesse,  I  shal  so  do, 

I  trow  that  she  shal  holde  her  payd.' 

I  hadde  nnneth  that  word  y-sayd     370 
Bight  thus  as  I  have  told  hit  yow, 
That  sodejmly,  I  niste  how, 
Swich  a  lost  an*on  me  took 
To  slepe,  that  right  npon  my  book 
I  fil  aslepe,  and  therwith  even  275 

Me  mette  so  inly  swete  a  sweven, 
So  wonderftil,  that  never  yit 
I  trowe  no  man  hadde  the  wit 
To  oonne  wel  my  sweven  rede ; 
No,  not  Joseph,  withonte  drede,  280 

Of  Egipte,  he  that  redde  so 
The  kinges  meting  Pharao, 
No  more  than  coude  the  leste  of  ns ; 
Ne  nat  scarsly  Maorobeos, 
(He  that  wroot  al  th'avisioon  285 

That  he  mette,  king  Scipioon, 
The  noble  man,  the  AfErioan — 
Swiohe  mervayles  fortuned  than) 
I  trowe,  a-rede  my  dremes  even. 
Lo,  thus  hit  was,  this  was  my  sweven.  390 

The  Dream, 

Mc  thoughte  thus  : — ^that  hit  was  May, 

And  in  the  dawning  ther  I  lay. 

Me  mette  thus,  in  my  bed  al  naked  : — 


fl  loked  forth,  for  I  was  waked 
With  smale  foules  a  gret  hei>e,  295 

That  had  affirayed  me  out  of  f  slepe 
Through  noyse  and  swetnesse  of  hir  song ; 
And,  as  me  mette,  they  sate  among, 
Upon  my  chambre-roof  withonte. 
Upon  the  ^les,  *t^  a-boute,  50.1 

And  songen,  everich  in  his  wyse, 
The  moste  solempne  servyse 
By  note,  that  ever  man,  I  trowe, 
Had  herd ;  for  som  of  hem  song  lowe, 
Som  hye,  and  al  of  oon  aoorde.  505 

To  telle  shortly,  at  00  worde. 
Was  never  y-herd  so  swete  a  steven, 
But  hit  had  be  a  thing  of  heven  ; — 
So  meiy  a  soun,  so  swete  entunes. 
That  certes,  for  the  toune  of  Tewnes,  310 
I  nolde  but  I  had  herd  hem  singe ; 
For  al  my  ohambre  gan  to  ringe 
Through  singing  of  hir  armonye. 
For  instrument  nor  melodye 
Was  nowher  herd  yet  half  so  swete,     3 1 5 
Nor  of  aoorde  half  so  mete  ; 
For  ther  was  noon  of  hem  that  feyned 
To  singe,  for  eoh  of  hem  him  pesmed 
To  finde  out  mery  crafty  notes ; 
They  ne  spared  not  hir  throtes.  320 

And,  sooth  to  seyn,  my  ohambre  was 
Ful  wel  depeynted,  and  with  glas 
Were  al  the  windowes  wel  y-glased, 
Ful  olere,  and  nat  an  hole  y-crased, 
That  to  beholde  hit  was  gret  joye.        325 
For  hooUy  al  the  storie  of  Troye 
Was  in  the  glasing  y-wroght  Uius, 
Of  Sctor  and  fking  Priamus, 
Of  Achilles  and  fliunedon, 
Of  fMedea  and  of  Jason,  330 

Of  Fturis,  Eleyne,  and  Lavyne. 
And  f  aUe  the  walles  with  colours  fyne 
Were  peynted,  bothe  tert  and  glose, 
fOf  al  the  Bomaunoe  of  the  Bose. 
My  windowes  weren  shet  eohon,  335 

And  through  the  glas  the  sunne  sh<m 
Upon  my  bed  with  brighte  hemes, 
With  many  glade  gilden  stremes ; 
And  eek  the  welken  was  00  £Bur, 
Blew,  bright,  dare  was  the  air,  340 

And  ftd  atempre,  for  sothe,  hit  was ; 
For  nother  foold  nor  hoot  hit  nas, 
Ke  in  al  the  welken  was  a  oloude. 
And  as  I  lay  thus,  wonder  louda 
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Me  thoog^hte  I  herde  an  htiiite  blowe   345 
T  assay e  his  horn,  and  for  to  knowe 
Whether  hit  were  dere  or  hors  of  sonne. 

fl  horde  goinge,  up  and  donne, 
Men,  hors,  honndes,  and  other  thing ; 
And  al  men  speken  of  hxxnting,  350 

How  they   wolde    slee   the    hert   with 

strengthe, 
And  how  tiie  hert  had,  npon  lengthe, 
So  moche  emboeed,  I  not  now  what. 
Anon-right,  whan  I  herde  that, 
How  that  they  wolde  on  hunting  goon, 
I  was  right  glad,  and  up  anoon  ;  356 

[II  took  my  hors,  and  forth  I  wente 
Ont  of  my  chambre  ;  I  never  stente 
Til  I  com  to  the  feld  withonte. 
Ther  overtook  I  a  gret  route  360 

Of  huntes  and  eek  of  foresteres, 
With  many  relayes  and  lymeres, 
And  hyed  hem  to  the  forest  faste, 
And  I  with  hem ; — so  at  the  laste 
I  asked  oon,  ladde  a  lymere  ^—  365 

*  S^,  falow,  who  shal  hunte[n]  here  ? ' 
Qood  I ;  and  he  answerde  ageyn, 

*  Sir,  th*emperour  Octovien,' 
Quod  he,  *  and  is  heer  fetste  by.' 

*  A  goddes  halfe,  in  good  tyme,*  quod  I, 

*  Go  we  faste ! '  and  gan  to  ryda  371 
Whan  we  came  to  the  forest-^yde, 
Every  man  dide,  right  anoon, 

As  to  hunting  fil  to  doon. 
The  mayster-hxmte  anoon,  fot-hoot,     375 
With  a  gret  home  blew  three  moot 
At  the  nnooupling  of  his  houndes. 
Within  a  whyl  the  hert  [y>foande  is, 
Y-halowed,  and  reohased  fieiste 
Longe  tyme ;  and  fat  the  laste,  380 

This  hert  rosed  and  stal  away 
Fro  alle  the  hoondes  a  prevy  way. 
The  houndes  had  overshote  hem  alle, 
And  were  on  a  de&ute  y-falle ; 
Therwith  the  hunte  wonder  faste         385 
Blew  a  forloyn  at  the  laste. 

I  was  go  walked  fro  my  tree, ' 
And  as  I  wente,  ther  cam  by  me 
A  whelp,  that  &uned  me  as  I  stood, 
Thai  hadde  y>folowed,  and  ooude  no  good. 
Hit  oom  and  oreep  to  me  as  lowe,         391 
Bight  as  hit  hadde  me  y-knowe, 
Hild  donn  his  heed  and  joyned  his  ores, 
And  leyde  al  nnothe  donn  his  heres. 


I  wolde  han  caught  hit,  and  anoon       395 

Hit  fledde,  and  was  fro  me  goon  ; 

And  I  him  folwed,  and  hit  forth  wente 

Doun  by  a  floury  grene  wente 

Ful  thikke  of  gras,  fill  softe  and  swete, 

With  floures  fele,  faire  under  fete,       4ot> 

And  Xitel  used,  hit  seemed  thus ; 

For  bothe  Flora  and  Zephirus, 

They  two  that  make  floures  growe, 

Had  mad  hir  dwelling  ther,  I  trowe ; 

For  hit  was,  on  to  beholde,  405 

As  thogh  the  erthe  envye  wolde 

To  be  gayer  than  the  heven, 

To  have  mo  floures,  swiche  seven 

As  in  the  welken  sterres  be. 

Hit  had  forgete  the  povertee  411  > 

That  winter,  through  his  colde  morwes, 

Had  mad  hit  8ufiTe[n],  and  his  sorwes ; 

Al  was  forgeten,  and  that  was  sene. 

For  al  the  wode  was  waxen  grene, 

Swetnesse  of  dewe  had  mad  it  waxe.    415 

Hit  is  no  need  eek  for  to  axe 
Wher  ther  were  many  grene  greves, 
Or  thikke  of  trees,  so  ful  of  leves ; 
And  every  tree  stood  by  him-selve 
Fro  other  wel  ten  foot  or  twelve.  420 

So  grete  trees,  so  huge  of  strengthe, 
Of  fourty  or  fifty  &dme  lengthe, 
Olene  withoute  bough  or  stikke, 
With  croppes  brode,  and  eek  as  thikke— 
They  were  nat  an  inohe  a-sonder —      435 
That  hit  was  shadwe  over-al  under  ; 
And  many  an  hert  and  many  an  hinde 
Was  both  before  me  and  biMnde. 
Of  founes,  soures,  bukkes,  do6s 
Was  ful  the  wode,  and  many  rods,       430 
And  many  squirelles,  that  sete 
Ful  hye  upon  the  trees,  and  ete. 
And  in  hir  maner  made  festes. 
Shortly,  hit  was  so  ful  of  bestes, 
That  thogh  Argus,  the  noble  countour, 
Sete  to  rekene  in  his  countour,  436 

And  rekene[d]  with  his  figures  ten — 
For  by  tho  figures  mowe  al  ken, 
If  they  be  crafty,  rekene  and  noumbre, 
And  telle  of  every  thing  the  noumbre — 
Yet  shnlde  he  fayle  to  rekene  even      441 
The  wondres,  me  mette  in  my  sweven. 
Bat  forth  they  romed  fwonder  faste 
Doun  the  wode  ;  so  at  the  laste 
I  was  war  of  a  man  in  blak,  445 
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That  sat  and  had  y-tumed  his  bak 

To  an  oke,  an  huge  tree. 

'  Lord,'  thoghte  I,  *■  who  may  that  be  ? 

What  ayleth  him  to  sitten  here  ? ' 

Anoon-rigfht  I  wente  nere ;  450 

Than  fond  I  sitte  even  upright 

A  wonder  wel-faringe  knight — 

By  the  manor  me  thooghte  so — 

Of  good  mochel,  and  fyong  therto. 

Of  the  age  of  four  and  twenty  yeer.      455 

Upon  his  berde  bat  litel  heer, 

And  he  was  clothed  al  in  blakke. 

I  stalked  even  nnto  his  bakke, 

And  ther  I  stood  as  stille  as  ought, 

That,  sooth  to  saye,  he  saw  me  nought, 

For-why  he  heng  his  heed  adoune.       461 

And  with  a  deedly  sorwful  soune 

He  made  of  lyme  ten  vers  or  twelve, 

Of  a  compleynt  to  him-selve, 

The  moste  pite,  the  moete  rowthe,       465 

That  ever  I  herde ;  for,  by  my  trowthe. 

Hit  was  gret  wonder  that  nature 

Hight  8ufEre[n]  any  oreature 

To  have  swioh  sorwe,  and  be  not  deed. 

Ful  pitous,  pale,  and  nothing  reed,      470 

He  sayde  a  lay,  a  manor  song, 

Withoute  note,  withoute  song. 

And  hit  was  this ;  for  •)-wel  I  can 

Beherse  hit ;  right  thus  hit  began. — 

f  *  I  have  of  sorwe  so  grot  woon,  475 

That  joye  gete  I  never  noon, 

Now  that  I  see  my  lady  bright, 

Which  I  have  loved  with  al  my  might, 
Is  fro  me  deed,  and  is  a-goon.f  479 

*T Alias,  [o]  deeth !  what  ayleth  thee,    481 
That  thou  noldest  have  taken  me. 

Whan  that  thou  toke  my  lady  swote  ? 
That  was  so  fayr,  so  fresh,  so  free. 
So  good,  that  men  may  wel  [y}-8ee        485 

Of  al  goodnesse  she  had  no  mete  ! ' — 
Whan  he  had  mad  thus  his  complaynte, 
His  sorowftil  herte  gan  faste  foiynte, 
And  his  spirites  wezen  dode  ; 
The  blood  was  fled,  for  pure  drede,      490 
Doun  to  his  herte,  to  make  him  warm — 
For  wel  hit  feled  the  herte  had  harm — 
To  wite  eek  why  hit  was  a-drad 
By  kinde,  and  for  to  make  hit  glad ; 
For  hit  is  membro  principal  495 

Of  the  body ;  and  that  made  al 
His  hewe  ohannge  and  wexe  grene 


500 
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And  pale,  for  fno  blood  was  sene 
lu  no  manor  lime  of  his. 

Anoon  therwith  whan  I  saw  this, 
He  ferde  thus  evel  ther  he  sete, 
I  wente  and  stood  right  at  his  fete, 
And  grettfi  him,  but  he  spak  nogfat, 
But  argued  with  his  owne  thoght, 
And  in  his  witte  disputed  faste 
Why  and  how  his  lyf  might  laste ; 
Him  thoughte  his  serwes  were  so  smerte 
And  lay  so  colde  upon  his  herte ; 
So,  through  his  sorwe  and  hevy  thoght. 
Made  him  that  he  no  herde  me  noght ; 
For  he  had  wel  nigh  lost  his  minde,     511 
Thogh  Fan,  that  men  olepe  god  of  kinde. 
Were  for  his  sorwes  never  so  wrooih. 

But  at  the  laste,  to  sayn  right  sooth. 
He  was  war  of  me,  how  I  stood  515 

Before  him,  and  dide  of  myn  hood. 
And  tgrettd  him,  as  I  best  coude. 
Debonairly,  and  no-thing  loude. 
He  sayde,  '  I  prey  thee,  be  not  wrooih, 
I  herde  thee  not,  to  sayn  the  sooth,      5^0 
Ne  I  saw  thee  not,  sir,  trewely.' 

'  A !  goode  sir,  no  fors,'  quod  I, 
*  I  am  right  soiy  if  I  have  ought 
Destroubled  yow  out  of  your  thought ; 
For-3dve  me  if  I  have  mis-take.'  525 

'  Yis,  th'  amendes  ia  light  to  make,' 
Quod  he,  *  for  ther  lyth  noon  ther-to ; 
Ther  is  no-thing  missayd  nor  do.' 

Lo !  how  goodly  spak  this  knight, 
As  it  had  been  another  wight ;  5.^ 

He  made  it  nouther  tough  ne  queynte. 
And  I  saw  that,  and  gan  me  aqueynte 
With  him,  and  fond  him  so  tretable. 
Sight  wonder  skilful  and  resonable, 
As  me  thoghte,  for  al  his  bale. 
Anoon-right  I  gan  finds  a  tale 
To  him,  to  loke  wher  I  might  ought 
Have  more  knowing  of  his  thought. 

'  Sir,'  quod  I,  *■  this  game  is  doon  ; 
I  holde  that  this  hert  be  goon ; 
Thiso  huxrtes  oonne  him  nowher  1 

'  I  do  no  fors  therof,'  quod  he, 
'  My  thought  is  ther-on  never  a  deL' 

'  By  our  lord,'  quod  I,  '  I  trow  yow  wel. 
Bight  so  me  thinketh  by  your  chore.    545 
Bat,  sir,  00  thing  wol  ye  here  ? 
Me  thinketh,  in  gret  sorwe  I  yow  see 
But  oertes,  [good]  sir,'yif  that  ye 
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Wolde  ought  disonre  me  yout  wo, 

I  wolde,  as  wis  god  belpe  me  so, 

Amende  hit,  yif  I  can  or  may ; 

Ye  mowe  preve  hit  hy  assay. 

For,  by  my  troathe,  to  make  yow  hool, 

I  wol  do  al  my  power  hool ; 

And  telleth  me  of  your  sorwes  smerte, 

^raTentore  hit  may  ese  yoor  herte,    556 

That  semeth  fnl  seke  under  your  ayde.' 

With  that  he  loked  on  me  asyde, 
As  who  sayth,  *  nay,  that  wol  not  be.' 
'  Oiwnnt  mercy,  gode  frend,'  quod  he, 
'  I  thanke  thee  that  thou  woldest  so,   561 
But  hit  may  never  the  rather  be  do. 
No  man  may  my  sorwe  glade. 
That   maketh   my   hewe   to   falle 

&de. 
And  hath  myn  understonding  lorn, 
That  me  is  wo  that  I  was  bom  ! 
Xay  noght  make  my  sorwes  slyde, 
Nought  the  remedies  of  Oryde ; 
Ne  Orpheus,  god  of  melodye, 
Ke  Dedalus,  with  fplayes  slye ; 
Ne  hele  me  may  fphisicien, 
No^t  Ipocras,  ne  Galien  ; 
Me  is  wo  that  I  live  honres  twelve ; 
Bat  who  so  wol  assaye  him-selve 
Whether  his  herte  oan  have  pite 
Of  any  soswe,  lat  him  see  me. 
I  wieoehe,  that  deeth  hath  mad  al  naked 
Of  alle  blisBe  that  was  ever  maked, 
T-worthe  worsts  of  alle  wightes, 
That  hate  zay  dayee  and  my  nightes ;  580 
My  ly^  Toy  lustes  be  me  lothe. 
For  al  welfiKre  and  I  be  wrothe. 
The  pure  deeth  is  so  fmy  fo, 
fThogh  I  wolde  dsye,  hit  wolde  not  so ; 
For  whan  I  folwe  hit,  hit  wol  flee ;      585 
I  wtAd^  have  fhit,  hit  nil  not  me. 
This  is  my  peyne  withoute  reed, 
Alway  deying,  and  be  not  deed, 
That  fSesiphus,  that  lyth  in  helle. 
May  not  of  more  sorwe  telle. 
And  who  so  wiste  al,  ^7  B^y  trouthe, 
My  sorwe,  but  he  hadde  ronthe 
And  pite  of  my  sorwes  smerte, 
That  man  hath  a  feendly  herte. 
For  who  so  seeth  me  first  on  morwe 
May  seyn,  he  hath  [y>met  with  sorwe  ; 
For  I  am  sorwe  and  sorwe  is  L 

I  and  I  wol  telle  the  why ; 
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My  fsong  is  turned  to  pleyning. 

And  al  my  laughter  to  weping,  600 

My  glade  thoghtes  to  hevinesse, 

In  travaile  is  myn  jrdelnesse 

And  eek  my  rests ;  my  wele  is  wo. 

Ky  good  is  harm,  and  ever-mo 

In  wrathe  is  turned  my  ploying,  605 

And  my  delyt  in-to  sorwing. 

Myn  hele  is  turned  into  seeknesse. 

In  drede  is  al  my  sikemesse. 

To  derke  is  turned  al  my  light. 

My  wit  is  foly,  my  day  is  night,  610 

Hy  love  is  hate,  my  sleep  waking, 

My  mirthe  and  meles  is  fasting. 

My  countenaunce  is  nyoete, 

And  al  abaved  wher-so  I  be, 

My  pees,  in  pleding  and  in  werre ;        615 

Alias !  how  mighte  I  fare  werre  ? 

*  My  boldnesse  is  turned  to  shame. 
For  £Bkls  Fortune  hath  pleyd  a  game 
Atte  ches  with  me,  alias  !  the  whyle  ! 
The  trayteresse  fals  and  fnl  of  gyle,     620 
That  al  behoteth  and  no-thing  halt, 
She  goth  upright  and  yet  she  halt, 
That  baggeth  foule  and  loketh  faire, 
The  dispitousfi  debonaire. 
That  scometh  many  a  creature !  625 

An  ydole  of  fiUs  portraiture 
Is  she,  for  she  wil  sone  wzyen  ; 
She  is  the  monstres  heed  y-wrjren. 
As  filth  over  y-etrawed  with  flouree ; 
Hir  moste  worship  and  hir  fflour  is     630 
To  lyen,  for  that  is  hir  nature ; 
Withoute  feyth,  lawe,  or  mesure 
She  is  flEkls ;  and  ever  laughinge 
With  oon  eye,  and  that  other  wepinge. 
That  is  broght  up,  she  set  al  doun.       635 
I  lykne  hir  to  the  soorpioun. 
That  is  a  fals  flatering  beste  ; 
For  with  his  hede  he  maketh  feste, 
But  al  amid  his  flateringe 
With  his  tayle  he  wol  stinge,  640 

And  envenyme  ;  and  so  wol  she. 
She  is  th'  envyous  oharite 
That  is  ay  fals,  and  semeth  wele ; 
So  tnmeth  she  hir  fklse  whele 
Aboute,  for  it  is  no-thing  stable,  645 

Now  by  the  fyre,  now  at  table ; 
Ful  many  oon  hath  she  thus  y-blent. 
She  is  pley  of  enchauntement, 
That  semeth  oon  and  is  nat  so, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


90 


Zit  (nitnor  (poctM. 


The  ialse  theef !  what  hath  she  do,      630 
Trowest  thou  ?    by  our  lord,  I  wol  thee 

seye. 
Atto  ches  with  me  ahe  gan  to  pleye ; 
With  hir  false  drang^htes  divers 
She  stal  on  me,  and  took  my  fen 
And  whan  I  saw  my  fers  aweye,  655 

Alas  !  I  conthe  no  lenger  pleye, 
But  seyde,  "  farwel,  swete,  y-wis, 
And  farwel  al  that  ever  ther  is  ! " 
Thorwith  Fortune  sejrde  *'  ohek  hero ! " 
And  "mate!"    in  fmid  pointe  of  the 

chekkere  660 

With  a  ponne  errannt,  alias ! 
Fol  craftier  to  pley  she  was 
Than  Athalos,  that  made  the  game 
Firist  of  the  ches  :  so  was  his  name. 
But  god  wolde  I  had  ones  or  twyes       665 
Y-koud  cmd  knowe  the  jenpardyes 
That  ooude  the  Orek  Fithagores ! 
I  shulde  have  pleyd  the  bet  at  ches, 
And  kept  my  fers  the  bet  therby ; 
And  thogh  wherto  ?  for  trewely  670 

I  hold  that  wish  nat  worth  a  stree  1 
Hit  had  be  never  the  bet  for  me. 
For  Fortune  can  so  many  a  wyle, 
Ther  be  bat  fewe  can  hir  begyle, 
And  eek  she  is  the  las  to  blame  ;  675 

Hy-self  I  wolde  have  do  the  same, 
Before  god,  hadde  I  been  as  she ; 
She  oghte  the  more  excused  be. 
For  this  I  say  yet  more  therto, 
Hadde  I  be  god  and  mighte  have  do    680 
My  wille,  whan  fmy  fers  she  caughte, 
I  wolde  have  drawe  the  same  draughte. 
For,  also  wis  god  yive  me  reste, 
I  dar  wel  swere  she  took  the  beste ! 
*Bat   through,  that  draughte  I  have 

lorn  68s 

My  blisse  ;  alias !  that  I  was  bom ! 
For  evermore,  I  trowe  trewly. 
For  al  my  wil,  my  lust  hoolly 
Is  turned  ;  but  yet,  what  to  done  ? 
By  our  lord,  hit  is  to  deye  sone  !  690 

For  no-thing  I  [ne]  love  it  nogfat, 
But  live  and  deye  right  in  this  thoght. 
-fThcr  nis  planete  in  firmament, 
Xe  in  air,  ne  in  erthe,  noon  element, 
That  they  ne  yive  me  a  yift  echoon      695 
Of  weping,  whan  I  am  aloon.  « 
For  whan  that  I  avyse  me  wel. 


And  bethenke  me  every-del, 

How  that  ther  lyth  in  rekening. 

In  my  sorwe,  for  no-thing ;  700 

And  how  ther  leveth  no  gladnesse 

May  gladde  me  of  my  distresse, 

And  how  I  have  lost  snfflsanoe, 

And  therto  I  have  no  plesance, 

Than  may  I  say,  I  have  right  noght.    705 

And  whan  al  tiiis  fiilleth  in  my  thoght, 

Alias !  than  am  I  overcome ! 

For  that  is  doon  is  not  to  come ! 

I  have  more  sorowe  than  Tantale.' 

And  whan  I  herde  him  telle  this  tale 
Thus  pitously,  as  I  yow  telle,  71 1 

Unnethe  mighte  I  lenger  dwelle. 
Hit  dide  myn  herte  so  moche  wo. 

*  A  !  good  sir !  *  quod  I,  *  say  not  so  ! 
Have  som  pite  on  your  nature  715 
That  formed  yow  to  creature ; 
Eemembre  yow  of  Socrates ; 

For  he  ne  oounted  nat  three  strees 
Of  noght  that  Fortune  coude  do.' 

*  No,*  quod  he,  *  I  can  not  so.'  720 
'  Why  so?  good  sir !  fparde ! '  quod  I ; 

'  Ne  say  noght  so,  for  trewely, 

Thogh  ye  had  lost  the  ferses  twelve. 

And  ye  for  sorwe  mordred  your-selve. 

Ye  sholde  be  dampned  in  this  oas         725 

By  as  good  right  as  Medea  was. 

That  slow  hir  children  for  Jason  ; 

And  Phyllis  f  als  for  Demophon 

Hcng  hir-self,  so  weylaway ! 

For  he  had  broke  his  terme-day  750 

To  come  to  hir.    Another  rage 

Had  Dydo,  fquene  eek  of  Cartage, 

That  slow  hir-self,  for  Eneas 

Was  fals ;  [a !]  whiche  a  fool  she  was  ! 

And  Eoquo  dyed  for  Karcisus  755 

Noldo  nat  love  hir  ;  and  right  thus 

Hath  many  another  foly  don. 

And  for  Dalida  dyed  Sampson, 

That  slow  him-self  with  a  pilore. 

But  thor  is  fnoon  a-lyve  here  740 

Wolde  for  a  fers  make[n]  this  wo  1 ' 

*  Why  so  ? '  quod  he  ;  *  hit  is  nat  so ; 
Thou  wost  ful  litel  what  thou  menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wenest.' 

'  Lo,  fsir,  how  may  that  be  ? '  quod  I  j  745 
*  Oood  sir,  tel  mo  al  hoolly 
In  what  wyse,  how,  why,  and  wherfore 
That  ye  have  thus  your  blisse  lore.' 
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'■  Blythjy/  quod  he,  *  com  sit  adotin ; 
I  telle  thee  np  oondicioan  750 

That  thoa  fhoollyf  with  al  thy  wit, 
Do  thyn  enteut  to  herkene  hit/ 
'  YlSj  air.'     '  Swere  thy  troathe  ther-to/ 
'  Glaidly.'     *  Do  than  holde  her-to  ! ' 
'  I  shal  light  blythly,  so  god  me  save,  755 
Hoolly,  with  al  the  witte  I  have, 
Here  yow,  as  wel  as  I  can.* 

'Agoddeshalf!'  quod  he,  and  began : — 
'  Sit,'  qnod  he,  *  sith  first  I  oouthe 
Have  any  znaner  wit  fro  yon^e,  760 

Or  kindely  nnderstonding 
To  comprehende,  in  any  thing. 
What  love  was,  in  n^n  owne  wit, 
Dredelee,  I  have  ever  yit 
Be  tribatary,  and  yiven  rente  765 

To  love  hoolly  with  gode  entente, 
And  through  plesaonoe  become  his  thral, 
With  good  wil,  -body,  herte,  and  al. 
Al  this  I  imtto  in  his  servage. 
As  to  my  lorde,  and  dide  honu^ ;        770 
And  fill  devoutly  fprayde  him  to, 
He  sholde  beeette  myn  herte  so, 
That  it  plesaonoe  to  him  were. 
And  worship  to  my  lady  dere. 

'  And  this  was  longe,  and  many  a  yeor 
Or  that  myn  herte  was  set  o-wher,       776 
That  I  did  thns,  and  niste  why ; 
I  trowe  hit  cam  nie  kindely. 
Fhnumter  I  was  therte  fable 
As  a  whyt  wal  or  a  table  ;  780 

For  hit  is  redy  te  caoche  and  take 
Al  that  men  wil  therin  make, 
Wher-so  nxen  wol  portreye  or  peynte, 
Be  the  werkes  never  so  queynte. 

*  And  thilke  tyme  I  ferde  f  so  785 

I  was  able  to  have  lemed  tho, 
And  to  have  cond  as  wel  or  better, 
Paraonter,  other  art  or  letter. 
Bat  for  love  cam  first  in  my  thought, 
Therfore  I  forgat  it  nought.  790 

I  ehees  love  to  my  firste  craft, 
Therfor  hit  is  with  me  [y>laft. 
Forwhy  J  took  hit  of  so  yong  age, 
That  malice  hadde  my  corage 
Nat  that  tyme  turned  to  no-thing        795 
Through  to  mochel  knowleching. 
For  that  tjntne  Youthe,  my  maistresse. 
Governed  me  in  ydelnesse  ; 
For  hit  was  in  my  firste  youthe, 


And  tho  ful  litel  good  I  couthe ;  too 

For  al  my  werkes  were  flittinge, 

fAnd  al  my  thoghtes  varyinge ; 

Al  were  to  me  y-liche  good, 

That  I  knew  tho ;  but  thus  hit  stood. 

'  Hit  happed  that  I  cam  fa  day         805 
Into  a  place,  ther  f  I  say, 
Trewly,  the  fayrest  companyfi 
Of  ladies,  that  ever  man  with  y6 
Had  seen  togedres  in  00  place. 
Shal  I  clepe  hit  hap  other  grace  810 

That  broghte  me  ther  ?  nay,  but  Fortune, 
That  is  te  lyen  fdl  comune,  * 
The  false  trayteresse,  pervers, 
Qod  wolde  I  ooude  clepe  hir  were  ! 
For  now  she  worcheth  me  ful  wo,         815 
And  I  wol  telle  sone  why  so. 

*'  Among  thise  ladies  thus  echoon, 
Soth  te  seyn,  I  saw  [ther]  oon 
That  was  lyk  noon  of  [al]  the  route ; 
For  I  dar  swere,  withoute  doute,  820 

That  as  the  someres  sonne  bright 
Is  fiuier,  derer,  and  hath  more  light 
Than  any  fplanete,  [is]  in  heven. 
The  mono,  or  the  sterres  seven, 
For  al  the  worlde,  so  had  she  835 

Surmounted  hem  alle  of  beaute. 
Of  manor  and  of  comlinesse. 
Of  stature  and  fwel  set  gladnesse, 
Of  goodlihede  "j-so  wel  beseye — 
Shortly,  what  shal  I  more  seye?  8311 

By  god,  and  by  his  halwes  twelve, 
It  was  nxy  swete,  right  as  hir-eelve ! 
She  had  so  stedfetst  countenaunce, 
So  noble  port  and  meyntenaunce. 
And  Love,  that  had  herd  my  bono,       835 
Hod  espyed  me  thus  sone. 
That  she  ful  sone,  in  my  thoght, 
As  helpe  me  god,  so  was  y-caught 
So  sodenly,  that  I  ne  took 
No  manor  freed  but  at  hir  look  84c 

And  at  myn  herte  ;  for- why  hir  eyen 
So  gladly,  I  trow,  myn  herte  seyen, 
That  purely  tho  myn  owne  thoght 
Seyde  hit  were  "tbet  serve  hir  for  nogbt 
Than  with  another  to  be  weL  845 

And  hit  was  sooth,  for,  everydel, 
I  wH  anoon-right  teUe  thee  why. 

'  I  saw  hir  dannce  so  comlily, 
Carole  and  singe  so  swetdy, 
Laughe  and  pleye  so  womanly,  85U 
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And  loke  so  debonairly, 

So  goodly  speke  and  so  frendly, 

That  certeSf  I  trow,  that  evermore 

Nas  seyn  so  blisf^il  a  treeore. 

For  every  heer  [np]on  hir  hede,  855 

Soth  to  seyn,  hit  was  not  rede, 

Ne  nonther  yolw,  ne  bronn  hit  nas ; 

Me  thoghte,  most  lyk  gold  hit  was. 

And  whiche  eyen.  my  lady  hadde ! 

Debonair,  goode,  glade,  and  sadde,       860 

Simple,  of  good  mochel,  noght  to  wyde ; 

Therto  hir  look  nas  not  a-S3rde, 

Ne  overthwert,  bat  beset  so  wel. 

Hit  drew  and  took  np,  eveiydel, 

Alle  that  on  hir  gan  beholde.  865 

Hir  eyen  semed  anoon  she  wolde 

Have  mercy  ;  fooles  wenden  so ; 

But  hit  was  never  the  rather  do. 

Hit  nas  no  oountrefeted  thing. 

It  was  hir  owne  pnre  loking,  870 

That  the  goddesse,  dame  Nature, 

Had  made  hem  opene  by  meeore, 

And  close  ;  for,  were  she  never  so  glad, 

Hir  loking  was  not  foly  sprad, 

Ne  wildely,  thogh  that  she  pleyde  ;      875 

But  ever,  me  thoghte,  hir  eyen  seyde, 

"  By  god,  my  wrathe  is  al  for-yive ! " 

*  Therwith  hir  liste  so  wel  to  live, 
That  dnlnesse  was  of  hir  a-drad. 

She  nas  to  sobre  ne  to  glad ;  880 

In  alle  thinges  more  mesore 

Had  never,  I  trowe,  creature. 

But  many  oon  with  hir  loke  she  herte, 

And  that  sat  hir  tal  lyte  at  herte. 

For  she  knew  no-thing  of  hir  thoght ;  885 

Bat  whether  she  knew,  or  knew  hit  noght, 

Algate  she  ne  roghte  of  hem  a  stree ! 

To  gete  hir  love  no  ner  nas  he 

That  woned  at  home,  than  he  in  Inde ; 

The  formest  was  alway  behinde.  890 

But  gode  folk,  over  al  other, 

She  loved  as  man  may  do  his  brother ; 

Of  whiche  love  she  was  wonder  large. 

In  skilfnl  places  that  here  chax^ge. 

*  f  Which  a  visage  had  she  ther-to !  895 
Alias  !  myn  herte  is  wonder  wo 

That  I  ne  can  disoryven  hit  I 

Me  lakketh  bothe  English  and  wit 

For  to  undo  hit  at  the  fulle  ; 

And  eek  my  spirits  be  so  dnlle  ^xj 

So  greet  a  thing  for  to  devyse. 


I  have  no  wit  that  can  saffyao 

To  oomprehende[n]  hir  beante ; 

Bat  thus  moche  dar  I  seyn,  that  she 

Was  frody,  fresh,  and  lyvely  hewed ;  905 

And  every  day  hir  beante  newed. 

And  negh  hir  face  was  alder-best ; 

For  oertes,  Nature  had  swioh  lest 

To  make  that  fair,  that  trewly  she 

Was  hir  cheef  patron  of  beautee,         910 

And  cheef  enssjnple  of  al  hir  werke, 

And  moustre ;  for,  be  hit  never  so  derke, 

Me  thinketh  I  see  hir  ever-mo. 

And  yet  more-over,  thogh  alle  tho 

That  ever  lived  were  now  a-lyve,  915 

[They]  ne  sholde  have  founde  to  discryvo 

In  al  hir  face  a  wikked  signe ; 

For  hit  was  sad,  simple,  and  benigne. 

*  And  which  a  goodly  sofbe  speohe 
Had  that  swete,  my  lyves  leohe  I  920 
So  frendly,  and  so  wel  y-grounded, 

Up  al  resoun  so  wel  y->founded, 
And  so  tretable  to  alle  gode, 
That  I  dar  swere  f  1^  the  rode. 
Of  eloquence  was  never  founde  925 

So  swete  a  sowninge  faoounde, 
Ne  trewer  tonged,  ne  scorned  lasse, 
Ne  bet  oonde  hele ;  that,  1^  the  masse 
I  durste  swere,  thogh  the  poi>e  hit  songe. 
That  ther  was  never  fthrough  hir  tonge 
Man  ne  woman  gretly  harmed  ;  931 

As  for  hir,  [ther]  was  al  harm  hid ; 
Ne  lasse  flatering  in  hir  worde, 
That  purely,  hir  simple  reoorde 
Was  founde  as  trewe  as  any  bonde,      935 
Or  trouthe  of  any  mannes  honde. 
Ne  chyde  she  ooude  never  a  del, 
That  knoweth  al  the  world  Ail  wel. 
^  But  swich  a  faimesse  of  a  nekke 
Had  that  swete,  that  boon  nor  brekke 
Nas  ther  non  sene,  that  mis-sat.  941 

Hit  was  whyt,  smothe,  streght,  and  ffiat, 
Withouten  hole  ;  fand  canel-boon. 
As  by  seming,  had  she  noon. 
Hir  throte,  as  I  have  now  memoire,     945 
Semed  a  round  tour  of  yvoire. 
Of  good  gretnesse,  and  noght  to  grete. 

*  And  gode  faire  Wirrrs  she  hete, 
That  was  my  lady  name  right. 

She  was  bothe  fair  and  bright,  9ft > 

She  hadde  not  hir  name  wrong. 
Bight  faire  shuldres,  and  body  long 
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She  hadde,  and  annes,  every  lith 
Fkttish,  flosshy,  not  greet  therwith ; 
Bight  whyte  handea,  and  naylee  rede,  955 
Boonde  brestes ;  and  of  good  brede 
Hir  hlppes  were,  a  streight  flat  htik. 
I  knew  on  hir  non  other  lak 
That  al  hir  limmes  nere  foewingi 
In  aa  fer  as  I  had  knowing.  ^60 

'  Therto  she  conde  so  wel  pleya, 
Whan  that  hir  liste,  that  I  dar  seye, 
That  she  was  lyk  to  torche  bright, 
That  evezy  man  may  take  of  light 
Ynogh,  and  hit  hath  never  the  letse.  965 

*  Of  n&anar  and  of  comlinesse 
Bight  so  ferdo  my  lady  dare ; 
For  evezy  wight  of  hir  manere 
Hight  caoche  ynogh,  if  that  he  wolde, 

If  he  had  eyen  hir  to  beholde.  970 

For  I  dar  fsweren,  if  that  she 

Had  among  ten  thousand  be, 

She  woldd  have  be,  at  the  leste, 

A  cheef  mironr  of  al  the  feete, 

Thogh  th^y  had  stonden  in  a  rowe,     975 

To  mwi-nes  eyen  that  oonde  have  knowe. 

For  whei^so  men  had  pleyd  or  waked, 

3ie  thoghte  the  felawship  as  naked 

Withoaten  hir,  that  saw  I  ones. 

As  a  ooToone  withoate  stones.  980 

Trewely  ahe  was,  to  myn  yfi. 

The  soleyn  f enix  of  Azml^e, 

For  ther  liveth  never  but  oon ; 

Ne  swich  as  she  ne  knew  I  noon. 

^To speke of  goodnesse ;  trewly  she 985 
Had  as  moohe  debonairte 
Aa  ever  had  Hester  in  the  bible. 
And  more,  if  more  were  possible. 
And,  soth  to  aeynef  therwith-al 
She  had  a  wit  so  genend,  990 

So  hool  enelyned  to  alle  gode. 
That  al  hir  wit  was  set,  by  the  rode, 
Withoate  malice,  upon  gladnesse ; 
tTharto  I  saw  never  yet  a  lesse 
Harmfol,  than  she  was  in  doing.  995 

I  sey  nat  that  she  ne  had  knowing 
What  'twas  harm  ;  or  elles  she 
Had  ooad  no  good,  so  thinketh  me. 

*  And  trewly,  for  to  speke  of  trouthe. 
But  she  had  had,  hit  had  be  ronthe.  1000 
Therof  she  had  so  moche  hir  del — 

And  I  dar  seyn  and  swere  hit  wel — 
That  T^oothe  him-^elf,  over  al  and  al. 


Had  chose  his  maner  principal 

In^hir,  that  was  his  resting-place.       1005 

Ther-to  she  hadde  the  moste  grace. 

To  have  stedfast  perseveraunoe. 

And  esy,  atempre  govemannce. 

That  ever  I  knew  or  wiste  yit ; 

So  pnre  snfiraont  was  hir  wit.  1010 

And  reson  gladly  she  understood, 

Hit  folowed  wel  she  conde  good. 

She  nsed  gladly  to  do  wel ; 

These  were  hir  manors  every-del. 

*  Therwith  she  loved  so  wel  right,    1015 
She  wrong  do  wolde  to  no  wight ; 

No  wight  might  do  hir  no  shame. 
She  loved  so  wel  hir  owne  name. 
Hir  Inste  to  holde  no  wight  in  honde ; 
Ne,  be  thou  siker,  she  fnolde  fonde    loao 
To  holde  no  wight  in  balannoe, 
By  half  word  ne  by  conntenaimoe, 
Bat-if  men  wolde  upon  hir  lye  ; 
Ne  sonde  men  in-to  Walakye, 
To  Pmyse  and  in-to  Tartarye,  1095 

To  Alisaundre,  ne  in-to  Torkye, 
And  bidde  him  faste,  anoon  that  he 
Go  hoodies  fto  the  dxye  see. 
And  oome  hoom  by  the  Garrenare ; 
And  seye,  '^  Sir,  be  now  right  ware     lojo 
That  I  may  of  yow  here  s^yn 
Worship,  or  that  ye  come  ageyn  1 " 
She  ne  used  no  suche  knakkes  smale. 
^  But  wherfor  that  I  telle  my  tale  ? 
Bight  on  this  same,  as  I  have  aeyd,    IQ35 
Was  hoolly  al  my  love  leyd ; 
For  certes,  she  was,  that  swete  wyf, 
My  suffisaunoe,  my  lust,  my  lyf, 
Myn  hap,  myn  hele,  and  al  my  blisse. 
My  worldes  welfare  and  my  tliMe,     1040 
And  I  hirs  hoolly,  eveiydel' 

*  By  our  lord,'  quod  I, '  I  trowe  yow  wel ! 
Hardely,  your  love  was  wel  beset, 

I  not  how  ye  mighte  have  do  bet.' 

^  Bet?  ne  no  wight  so  wel ! '  quod  he.  1045 

*  I  trowe  hit,  sir,'  quod  I,  '  parde  ! ' 

'  Nay,  leve  hit  wel ! '   '  Sir,  so  do  I ; 

I  leve  yow  wel,  that  trewely 

Tow  thoghte,  that  she  was  the  beste. 

And  to  beholde  the  alderfaireste,        1Q50 

Who  so  had  loked  fwith  your  eyen.' 

*  With  myn  ?  nay,  olle  that  hir  seyen 
Seyde,  and  8wore[n]  hit  was  so. 

And  thogh  they  ne  hadde,  I  wolde  tho 
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Have  loTod  best  my  lady  fre,  1055 

Thogh  I  had  had  al  the  beaatee  ^ 

That  ever  had  Alcipjrades, 

And  al  the  streng^he  of  Eronles, 

And  therto  had  the  worthlnesse 

Of  AUsaundre,  and  al  the  richesse      1060 

That  ever  was  in  Babiloyne, 

In  Cartage,  or  in  M aoedpyne, 

Or  in  Borne,  or  in  Ninive  ; 

And  therto  al-60  hardy  bo 

As  was  Ector,  so  have  I  joye,  1065 

That  Achilles  slow  at  Troye — 

And  therfor  was  ho  slayn  also 

In  a  temple,  for  bothe  two 

Were  slayn,  he  and  fAntilogns, 

And  so  se3rth  Dares  Frigins,  1070 

For  love  of  [hir]  Polixena — 

Or  been  as  wys  as  Minerva, 

I  wolde  ever,  withonte  drede, 

Have  loved  hir,  for  I  moste  nede ! 

"  Nede  ! "  nay,  f  I  gabbe  now,  1075 

Noght  "  node,*'  and  I  wol  telle  how. 

For  of  good  wille  myn  herte  hit  wolde. 

And  eek  to  love  hir  I  was  holde 

As  for  the  fairest  and  the  beste. 

*  She  was  as  good,  so  have  I  reste,  1080 
As  ever  was  Penelope  of  Grece, 

Or  as  the  noble  wyf  Lncrece, 

That  was  the  beste — ^he  telleth  thus, 

The  Remain  Tytns  Livins — 

She  was  as  good,  and  no-thing  lyke,  1085 

Thogh  hir  stories  be  antentyke  ; 

Algate  she  was  as  trewe  as  she. 

*  But  wherfor  that  I  telle  thee 
Whan  I  first  my  lady  sey  ? 

I  was  right  yong,  [the]  sooth  to  sey,  1090 

And  fol  gret  need  I  hadde  to  leme  ; 

Whan  my  herte  wolde  yeme 

To  love,  it  was  a  greet  empryse. 

But  as  my  wit  oonde  best  sof^se. 

After  my  yonge  childly  wit,  1095 

Withonte  drede,  I  besette  hit 

To  love  hir  in  my  beste  wyse, 

To  do  hir  worship  and  servyse 

That  I  ftho  condo,  by  my  troathe, 

Withonte  feyning  onther  slouthe ;      iioo 

For  wonder  fayn  I  wolde  hir  see. 

So  mochel  hit  amended  me, 

That,  whan  I  saw  hir  first  a-morwe, 

I  was  warished  of  al  my  sorwe 

Of  al  day  after,  til  hit  were  eve ;  1105 


Me  thoghte  no-thing  mighte  me  greve, 
Were  my  sorwes  never  so  smerte. 
And  3dt  she  sit  so  in  myn  herte, 
That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  nolde  noght, 
For  al  this  worlde,  out  of  my  thogfat  1 1 10 
Leve  my  lady  ;  no,  trewly ! ' 

*  Now,  by  my  tronthe,  sir,'  qnod  I, 

^  Me  thinketh  ye  have  sucli  a  ohaunee 
As  shrift  withonte  ropentaunca.' 

'  Hepentannce !  nay  fy,*  quod  he ;     11 15 
'  Shnlde  I  now  repente  me 
To  love  ?  nay,  oertes,  than  were  I  wel 
Wers  than  was  Achitofel, 
Or  Anthenor,  ao  have  I  joye, 
The  traytonr  that  betraysed  Troye,     11 20 
Or  the  false  Genelon, 
He  that  purchased  the  treson 
Of  Rowland  and  of  Olivere. 
Nay,  whyl  I  am  a-lyve  here 
I  nil  foryete  hir  nevez^mo.'  1 125 

'  Now,  gode  sir,'  qnod  I  [right]  tho, 

*  Ye  han  wel  told  me  her-before. 
It  is  no  need  reherse  hit  more 
How  ye  sawe  hir  first,  and  where  ; 

But  wolde  ye  telle  me  the  manere,      ii^o 
To  hir  which  was  your  firste  speoho — 
Therof  I  wolde  yow  be-seche— 
And  how  she  knew6  first  yoor  thoght, 
Whether  ye  loved  hir  or  noght. 
And  telleth  me  eek  what  3^0  have  lore  ; 
I  horde  yow  telle  her-before.'  1 1  ^6 

'  Te,'  seyde  ho,  *  thou  nost  what  thon 
menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thon  wenest' 

*  What  los  is  that,  [sir]  ?  '  qnod  I  tho ; 

*  Nil  she  not  love  yow  ?  is  hit  so?        1140 
Or  have  ye  oght  [y-]doon  amis, 

That  she  hath  left  yow  ?  is  hit  this  ? 
For  goddes  love,  tel  me  aL' 

'  Before  god,'  qnod  he,  *  and  I  shal. 
I  saye  right  as  I  have  seyd,  1 145 

On  hir  was  al  my  love  leyd ; 
And  yet  she  niste  hit  fnever  a  del 
Noght  longe  tyme,  leve  hit  weL 
For  be  right  ^er,  I  dnrste  noght       1 149 
For  al  this  worlde  telle  hir  my  thoght, 
Ne  I  wolde  have  wratthed  hir,  trewly. 
For  wostow  why?  she  was  lady 
Of  the  body ;  she  had  the  herte, 
And  who  hath  that,  may  not  asterte. 

*■  Bnt,  for  to  kei>e  me  fro  ydelnesse,  1 155 
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Trewly  I  did  my  besinesse 
To  make  son^^,  as  I  boat  ootido, 
And  ofie  ^me  I  aong  hem  loade  ; 
And  made  songes  a  gret  del, 
Al-thog'li  I  ooade  not  make  bo  -wel       1160 
Songes,  ne  knowe  the  art  al, 
Ascoade  Lamekes  sone  Tubal, 
That  fond  oat  first  the  art  of  songo  ; 
For,  as  his  brothers  hamers  ronge 
Upon  his  anvelt  up  and  donn,  1x65 

Therof  he  took  the  firste  soon ; 
Bat  Ghrekcss  seyn,  Pictagoras, 
That  he  the  firste  finder  was 
Of  the  art ;  Anrora  telleth  so, 
Bat  therof  no  fcrs,  of  Hem  two.  1 170 

Algates  songes  thns  I  made 
Of  my  feling,  myn  herte  to  glade ; 
Andlo!  this  was  [the]  alther-flrste, 
I  not  wher  [that]  hit  were  the  werste. — 
**  "Lord,  hit  maketh  myn  herte  light, 
Wban  I  thenke  on  that  swete  wight  1176 
That  is  so  semely  on  to  see ; 
And  wiashe  to  god  hit  might  so  be. 
That  she  wolde  holde  me  for  hir  knight, 
Vy  lady,  that  is  so  fair  and  bright !  '*— 
'  Kow  have  I  told  thee,  sooth  to  ssye. 

My  firste  song.     Upon  a  days  11 83 

I  betho^hte  me  what  wo 

And  sorwe  that  I  snffred  tho 

For  hir,  and  yet  she  wiste  hit  noght,  1185 

Xe  telle  hir  dnrste  I  nat  my  thoght. 

*"  Alias !"  thoghte  I,  " I  can  no  reed  ; 

And,  bat  I  telle  hir,  I  fnam  but  deed  ; 

And  if  I  telle  hir,  to  seye  fsooth, 

I  am  a-dred  she  wol  be  wrooth ;  1190 

Alias !  what  shal  I  thanne  do?" 
'  In  this  debat  I  was  so  wo, 

Xe  thog^hte  myn  herte  braste  a-tweyn  I 

So  atte  laste,  soth  to  seyn, 
>   I  me  bethoghte  that  nature  1 195 

Xe  formed  never  in  creature 

So  moche  beante,  trewely, 

And  bonnte,  withonten  mercy. 
*  In  hope  of  that,  my  tale  I  tolde 

With  sorwe,  as  that  I  never  sholde,    laoo 

For  nades ;  and,  mangree  my  heed, 

I  moste  have  told  hir  or  be  deed. 

I  not  wel  how  that  I  began, 

Fal  evel  reheT8e[n]  hit  I  can  ; 

And  eek,  as  helpe  me  god  with-al,       ix>$ 

I  trowe  hit  was  in  the  dismal. 


That  was  the  ten  wonndes  of  Egipte  ; 

For  many  a  word  I  overHikipte 

In  my  tale,  for  pure  fere 

Lest  my  wordes  mis-set  were.  12 10 

"With  sorweiVil  herte,  and  wonndes  dede, 

Soile  and  quaking  for  pure  drede 

And  shame,  and  stinting  in  my  talo 

For  ferdo,  and  myn  hewe  al  x>ale, 

Fal  ofte  I  wex  bothe  pale  and  reed ;    13 15 

Bowing  to  hir,  I  heng  the  heed  ; 

I  dnrste  nat  ones  loke  hir  on, 

For  wit,  manere,  and  al  was  gon. 

I  seyde  "  mercy ! "  and  no  more ; 

Hit  nas  no  game,  hit  sat  mo  sore         1330 

'  So  atte  laste,  sooth  to  seyn. 
Whan  that  myn  herte  was  come  ageyn, 
To  telle  shortly  al  my  spoche, 
With  hool  herte  I  gan  hir  beseche 
That  she  wolde  be  my  lady  swetc  ;       1335 
And  swor,  and  gan  hir  hortely  hete 
Ever  to  be  stedfast  and  trewo, 
And  love  hir  alwey  freshly  newe, 
And  never  other  lady  have, 
And  al  hir  worship  for  to  save  .  1330 

As  I  best  coude  ;  I  swor  hir  this — 
"  For  youres  is  al  that  ever  ther  is 
For  evermore,  myn  herte  swete  ! 
And  never  -f  false  yow,  but  I  mete, 
I  nil,  as  wis  god  helpe  me  so ! "  1335 

*  And  whan  I  had  my  tale  y-do, 
Gk>d  wot,  she  acounted  nat  a  stroo 
Of  al  my  tale,  so  thoghte  me. 
To  teUe  shortly  fas  hit  is, 
Trewly  hir  answere,  hit  was  this  ;       1340 
I  can  not  now  wel  counterfete 
Hir  wordes,  but  this  was  the  grete 
Of  hir  answere  ;  she  sayde,  "  nay** 
Al-outerly.     Alias !  that  day 
The  sorwe  I  suffred,  and  the  wo !        1345 
That  trewly  Cassandra,  that  so 
Bewayled  the  destruccioun  * 

Of  Troye  and  of  Ilioun, 
Had  never  swich  sorwe  as  I  tho. 
I  dnrste  no  more  say  therto  i35i> 

For  pure  fere,  but  stal  away ; 
And  thus  I  lived  ful  many  a  day  : 
That  trewely,  I  hadde  no  need 
Ferther  than  my  beddes  heed 
Never  a  day  to  seohe  sorwe ;  1355 

I  fond  hit  redy  every  morwe, 
For-why  I  loved  hir  in  no  gere. 
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'  So  hit  befel,  another  yere, 
I  thonghte  ones  I  wolde  fonde 
To  do  hir  knows  and  onderstonde      1260 
My  wo;  and  she  wel  understood 
That  I  ne  wilned  thing  but  good, 
And  worship,  and  to  kepe  hir  name 
Over  f  al  thing,  and  drede  hir  shame, 
And  was  so  beqy  hir  to  serye ; —  126s 

And  pite  were  I  sholde  sterve, 
Sith  that  I  wilned  noon  harm,  y-wis. 
So  whan  my  lady  knew  al  this, 
My  lady  yaf  me  al  hooUy 
The  noble  yift  of  hir  mercy, 
Saving  hir  worship,  by  al  weyes  ; 
Dredles,  I  mene  noon  other  weyeg. 
And  therwith  she  yaf  me  a  ring ; 
I  trowe  hit  was  the  firsts  thing ; 
But  if  myn  herte  was  y-waze 
Glad,  that  is  no  need  to  aze ! 
As  helpe  me  god,  I  was  as  biyye, 
Beysed,  as  firo  dethe  to  lyye, 
Of  alle  happes  the  alder-beste. 
The  gladdest  and  the  moste  at  reste.  12&0 
For  trewely,  that  swete  wight, 
Whan  I  had  wrong  and  she  the  right, 
She  wolde  alwey  so  goodely 
For-yeve  me  so  debonairly. 
In  alle  my  youthe,  in  alle  chaunoe,    1285 
She  took  me  in  hir  govemannoe. 

*  Therwith  she  was  alway  so  trewe. 
Our  joye  was  ever  y-liche  newe  ; 
Our  hertes  wem  so  even  a  payre. 
That  never  nas  that  oon  contrayre      1290 
To  that  other,  for  no  wo. 
For  sothe,  y-liche  they  taftted  tho 
Oo  blisse  and  eek  00  sorwe  bothe ; 
Y-liche   they   were    bothe   gladde   and 

wrothe  ; 
Al  was  us  oon,  withoute  were.  1295 

And  thus  we  lived  ful  many  a  yere 


So  wel,  I  can  nat  telle  how.* 

*  Sir,*  quod  I,  '  wher  is  she  now?  * 

*  Now !  *  quod  he,  and  stinte  anoon. 

Therwith  he  wez  as  deed  as  stoon,  1500 
And  seyde,  *  alias  !  that  I  was  bore ! 
That  was  the  los,  that  her-before 
I  tolde  thee,  that  I  had  lorn. 
Bethenk  how  I  seyde  her^befom,         1504 
"  Thou  wost  ful  litel  what  thou  menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wenest  ** — 
God  wot,  alias !  right  that  was  she  ! ' 

*  Alias!  sir,  how?  what  may  that  be  ? ' 
*ghe    is   deed!*    'K^y!*    'Yla,  by  mj 

trouthe ! ' 

*  Is  that  your  los  ?*  by  god,  hit  is  routhe  ! ' 

And  with  that  words,  right  anoon,  13x1 
They  gan  to  strake  forth ;  al  was  doon, 
For  that  tyme,  the  hert-hn^ting. 

With  that,  me  thoghte,  Ihat  this  king 
Gan  [quikly]  hoomward  for  to  xyde    1315 
Unto  a  place  fther  besyde. 
Which  was  from  us  but  a  lyte, 
A  long  castel  with  walles  whyte, 
By  seynt  Johan  !  on  a  riohe  hil, 
As  me  mette ;  but  thus  it  fiL  13J0 

Bight  thus  me  mette,  as  I  yow  telle. 
That  in  the  castel  fwas  a  belle. 
As  hit  had  smiten  houres  twelve. — 

Therwith  I  awook  my-selve, 
And  fond  me  lying  in  my  bed  ;  1325 

And  the  book  that  I  had  red. 
Of  Alcyone  and  Seys  the  king, 
And  of  the  goddes  of  sleping, 
I  fond  it  in  myn  honde  ful  even. 

Thoghte  I,  '  this  is  so  qu^ynt  a  sweven. 
That  I  wol,  by  prooesse  of  tyme,  133 1 

Fonde  to  putte  this  sweven  in  xyme 
As  I  can  best ;  and  that  anoon.* — 
This  was  mysweven ;  now  hit  is  doon.  1334 


Explicit  the  Boke  of  the  Dnchesae. 
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IV.     THE  COMPLEYNT  OP  MARS, 


TkeProem 

'  Gia.Dvni,  ye  fonles,  of  the  morow  graj, 
Lo !  Tenua  risen  among  yon  rowes  rede  ! 
And  floores  fireeghe,  hononreth  ye  this 

di^; 
for  when  the  sonne  uprist,  then  wol  ye 

sprede. 
But  ye  lovers,  that  lye  in  any  drede,       5 
FleSth,  lest  wikked  tonges  yow  espye ; 
Lo!  yond  the  sonne,  the  candel  of  jelosye! 

"Wiih  teres  blewe,  and  with  a  wonnded 

herte 
Taketh  yonr  leve  ;  and,  with  aeynt  John 

tobororw, 
A|M!scth  somwhat  of  yonr  sorowes  smerte, 
Tpne  oometh  eft,  that  cese  shal  yonr 

Borow;  II 

The   glade    night    is    worth    an    hevy 

nunrow  !' — 
•Seynt  Valentyne !  a   fonl  thns  herde  I 

Upon  thy  day,  er  sonne  gan  np-springe). — 

Yet  sang  this  fool — *  I  rede  yow  al  a-wake. 

And  ye,  that  han  not  chosen  in  hxunble 

wyse,  16 

Withoot    repenting    eheseth   yow   yonr 


And  ye,  that  han  inl  chosen  as  I  de'vyse, 
Tet  at  the  leste  renoveleth  yoor  servyse  ; 
Confermeih  it  perpetnely  to  dure,  ao 

And  paciently  taketh  yonr  aventore. 

And  for  the  worship  of  this  hye  feste, 
Yet  wol  I,  in  my  briddes  wyse,  singe 
The  sentence  of  the  compleynt,  at  the 

Uste, 
That  woftd  Kars  made  atte  departinge  as 
Fro  firesshe  Yenns  in  a  morweninge. 
Whan  Fhebns,  with  his  fyiy  torches  rede, 
HsTisaked  erevy  lorer  in  his  dredsk 

77ie  Siory. 
Z  Whyloim   the   thridde    herenes  lord 

above, 
As  wd  hy  herenish  zevohieioim  90 


As  by  desert,  hath  wonne  Vcnns  his  love, 
And  she  hath  take  him  in  subjecoioun, 
And  as  a  maistresse    tanght   him   his 

lessonn, 
Comannding  him  that  never,  in  hir  sei^ 

vyse,  ^ 

He  nere  so  bold  no  lover  to  despyse.      t.5 

For  she  forbad  him  jeloi^e  at  alle. 
And  cmelte,  and  host,  and  tirannye ; 
She  made  him  at  hir  Inst  so  humble  and 

talle, 
That  when  hir  deyned  caste  on  him  hir  y6, 
He  took  in  pacienoe  to  live  or  dye  ;       40 
And  thns  she  brydeleth  him  in  hir  man- 

ere, 
With  no-thing  but  with  scorning  of  hir 

chere. 

Who  regneth  now  in  blisse  but  Tenns, 
That  hath  this  worthy  knight  in  govern- 

annoe? 
Who  singeth  now  bnt  Mars,  that  serveth 

thns  45 

The  faire  Yenns,  canser  of  plesannce? 
He  bynt  him  to  perpetnal  obeisannce, 
And  she  bynt  hir  to  loven  him  for  ever, 
But  so  be  that  his  trespas  hit  dissever. 

Thns  be  they  knit,  and  regnen  as  in  heven 
By  loking  most ;  til  hit  fil,  on  a  tydo,  51 
That  by  hir  bothe  assent  was  set  a  steven, 
That  Mars  shal  entre,  as  faste  as  he  may 

glydo, 
Into  hir  nexte  i)aleys,  to  abyde, 
Walking  his  conrs  til  she  had  him  a-take, 
And  he  preyde  hir  to  haste  hir  for  his 

sake..  56 

Then  seyde  he  thns — "  myn  hertes  lady 

swete, 
Te  knowe  wel  my  misohef  in  that  place ; 
For  sikerly,  til  that  I  with  yow  mete,   59 
My  lyf  stant  ther  in  aventnre  and  grace ; 
Bnt  when  I  see  the  beante  of  yonr  face, 
Ther  is  no  dreed  of  deeth  may  do  me 

smerte. 
For  al  ycwc  Inst  is  ese  to  myn  herte." 
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tr^e  QKtttor  ^otms. 


She  hath  eogret  compassion  of  hir  knight, 
That  dwelleth  in  solitude  til  she  oome  ;  65 
For  hit  stood  so,  that  ilke  tyme,  no  wight 
Counseyled  him,  ne  seyde  to  him  welcome, 
That  nigh  hir  wit  for  wo  was  overcome  ; 
Wherfore  she  spedde  hir  as  faste  in  hir 

weye, 
Almost  in  oon  day,  as  he  dide  in  tweye.  70 

The  grete  joye  that  was  betwix  hem  two^ 
Whan  they  be  met,  ther  may  no  tunge 

telle, 
Ther  is  no  more,  but  unto  bed  they  go, 
And  thus  in  joye  and  blisse  I  lete  hem 

dwelle ; 
This  worthy  Mars,  that  is  of  knighthod 

welle,  75 

The  flour  of  faimes  lappeth  in  his  armes, 
And  Venus  kisseth  Mars,  the  god  of  armos. 

Sojourned  hath  this  Mars,  of  which  I  rede. 

In  chambre  amid  the  paleys  prively 

A  certeyn  tyme,  til  him  fel  a  drede,       80 

Through  Phebus,  that  was  comen  hastely 

Within  the  paleys-yat«s  sfcurdely. 

With  torche    in  honde,  of  which    the 

stremes  brighte 
On  Venus  chambre  knokkeden  ful  ligfate. 

The  chambre,  ther  as  lay  this  fresshe 

quene,  85 

Depeynted  was  with  wh5>te  boles  grete. 
And  1^  the  light  she  knew,  that  shoon 

so  shene. 
That  Phebus  cam  to  brenne  hem  with  his 

hete; 
This  sely  Venus,  fdreynt  in  teres  wete, 
Enbraoeth  Mars,  and  s^yda,  ^*  alas !  I  dye ! 
The  torch  is  come,  that  al  this  world  wol 

wiye."  91 

tip  storte  Mars,  him  liste  not  to  slepe, 
Whan  he  his  lady  herde  so  oompleyne ; 
But,  for  his  nature  was  not  for  to  wepe, 
In  stede  of  teres,  fro  his  eyen  tweyne    95 
The  fyry  sparkes  brosten  out  for  peyne  ; 
And  hente  his  hauberk,  that  lay  him  be- 

■  «yde; 
Flee  wolde  he  not,  ne  mighte  him^eelven 
hyde. 

He  throweth  on  his  helm  of  huge  wighte. 

And  girt  him  with  his  swerde ;  and  in 

his  honde  too 


His  mighty  spere,  as  he  was  wont  to 

fighie, 
He  shaketh  so  that  almost  it  to-wonde ; 
Ful  bevy  he  was  to  walken  over  londe  ; 
He  may  not  holde  with  Venus  companye, 
But  bad  hir  fleen,  lest  Phebus  hir  espye. 

O  woful  Mars  t  alas !  what  mayst  thon 
Beyn,  106 

That  in  the  paleys  of  thy  disturbaunoe 

Art  left  behinde,  in  peril  to  be  sleyn  ? 

And  yet  ther-to  is  double  thy  penaunce. 

For  she,  that  hath  thyn  herte  in  govem- 
aunoe,  1 10 

Is  passed  halfe  the  stremes  of  thyn  ySn ; 

That  thou  nere  swiil,  wel  mayst  thon 
wepe  and  ciyen. 

Now  fleeth  Venus  un-to  Cylenius  tour, 
With  voide  cours,  for  fere  of  Phebus  light. 
Alas  !  and  ther  ne  hath  she  no  socoor,  1 15 
For  she  ne  fond  ne  saw  no  maner  wight ; 
And  eek  as  ther  she  had  but  litil  might ; 
Wher-for,  hir-selven  for  to  hyde  and  save, 
Within  the  gate  she  fledde  into  a  cave. 

Derk  was  this  cave,  and  smoking  as  the 

helle,  i3t> 

Not  but  two  pas  within  the  gate  hit  stood ; 
A  naturel  day  in  derk  I  lete  hir  dwella 
Now  wol  I  speke  of  Mara,  iurious  and 

wood ; 
For  sorow  he  wolde  have  seen  his  herte 

blood  ; 
Sith  that  he  mighte  f  hir-  don  no  eom- 

panye,  135 

He  ne  roghte  not  a  myte  for  to  dye. 

So  feble  he  wok,  for  hete  and  for  his  wo, 
That  jiigh  he  swelt,  he  mighte  unnethe 

endure ; 
He  passeth  but  00  steyre  in  dayes  two, 
But  ner  the  les,  for  al  his  hevy  armnre,  130 
He  foloweth  hir  that  is  his  lyves  cuz«  ; 
For  whos  departing  he  took  gretter  3rro 
Thanne  for  al  his  brenning  in  the  fyre. 

After  he  walketh  softely  a  paa, 
Compleyning,  that  hit  pits  was  to  h«ra.  155 
He  seyde,  ^^  0  lady  bright,  Venus !  alas  ! 
That  ever  so  wyde  a  compas  is  my  spere ! 
Alas  !  whan  shal  I  mete  yow,  herte  dere. 
This  twelfbe  day  of  April  I  endure, 
ISirough  jaloasFhehas,  this  misavcntiire.** 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


IV.    ^e  Compfe^  of  QfJlate* 


99 


Now  fhelpe  god  sely  TeniiB  allone  I      141 
But,  as  god  wolde,  hit  happed  for  to  be, 
That,  whyl  that  Yeniis  weping  made  fair 

moiie) 
Cyieniiui,  Tydin^  in  his  chevaaoh^,       144 
Fro  Yenns  Talanoe  mi^hte  his  paleys  see, 
And  Venus  he  salaeth,  and  maketh  chere, 
And  fair  raeeyreth  as  his  frend  itil  dera 

Jfan  dweUeth  forth  in  his  adversitee, 
Compleynin^  ever  on  hir  departinge ; 
And  what  bis  ooxnpleynt  was,  remen^ 
breth  me ;  150 

And  therfore,  in  this  Insty  morweninge, 
As  I  best  can,  I  vol  hit  seyn  and  singe, 
And  alter  that  I  wol  my  leve  take  ; 
And  god  yeve  eveiy  wight  joye  of  his 


Tlie  Ck>mpleyiit  of  Uars. 

The  Proem  of  ikt  Compleynt. 

^  The  ordre  of  compleynt  reqaireth  skil- 
ft»Uy,  155 

That  if  a  wi^ht  shal  pleyne  pitously, 
Ther  mot  bo  canse  wherfbr  that  meil 
pleyne; 
Or  men  may  deme  he  pleyneth  folily 
And  canseles ;  ahu !  that  am  not  I ! 
Wherfor  the  gronnd  and  cause  of  al 
my  peyne,  160 

So  as  my  troubled  wit  may  hit  ateyne, 
I  wi(^  reherse ;  not  for  to  have  redresse, 
Bat  to  declare  my  gronnd  of  heyinesse. 

Devotion. 

*i  The  iirste  tyme,  alas !  that  I  was  wroght, 
And  for  certeyn  effeotes  hider  broght  165 

B7  him  that  lordeth  ech  intelligence, 
I  jafmy  trewe  servise  and  my  thoght, 
Por  evermore — how    dere    I    have    hit 
boght!— 
To  hir,  that  is  of  so  gret  exoellenoe, 
That  what  wight  that  first  sheweth  his 
presence,  170 

When  she  is  wroth  and  taketh  of  him  no 

cure. 
He  may  not  longe  in  joye  of  love  endnre. 

This  is  no  £^yned  mater  that  I  telle ; 
Ky  lady  is  the  verrey  sours  and  welle 


Of  beaute,  lust,  £redom,  and  gentil- 

nesse,  175 

Of  riohe  aray— how  dere  men  hit  selle ! — 

Of  al  disport  in  which  menfrendlydwelle, 

Of  love  and  pley,  and  of  benigne  hum- 

blesse, 

Of  Sonne  of  instruments  of  al  swetnosso ; 

And  therto  so  wel  fortuned  and  thewed, 

That  through  the  world  hir  goodnesse  is 

y-shewed.  181 

What  wonder  is  then,  thogfa  that  I  be- 

sette 

My  servise  on  suche  oon,  that  may  mo 

knette 

To  wele  or  wo,  sith  hit  lyth  in  hir 

might  ?  184 

Therfor  my  herte  for  ever  I  to  hir  hette ; 

Ne  trewly,  for  my  dethe,  I  shal  not  lette 

To  ben  hir  trewest  servaunt  and  hir 

knight. 
I  flater  nogfat,  that  may  wite  every 
wight; 
For  this  day  in  hir  servise  shal  I  dye ; 
But  graoe  be,  I  see  hir  never  with  yfi.   190 

A  Lady  in  fear  and  vaoe. 

II  To  whom  shal  I  than  pleyne  of  my  dis- 

tresse? 
Who  may  me  helpe,  who  may  my  harm 
redresse? 
Shal  I  compleyne  unto  my  lady  free  ? 
Nay,  certes  !  for  she  hath  such  hevinesse. 
For  fere  and  eek  for  wo,  that,  as  I  geese, 
In  litil  tyme  hit  wol  hir  bane  be.      196 
But  were  she  si^uf,  hit  wer  no  fors  of  me. 
Alas  !  that-  ever  lovers  mote  endure, 
For  love,  so  many  a  perilous  aventure  ! 

For  thogh  so  be  that  lovers  be  as  trewe  200 
As  any  metal  that  is  forged  newe, 

In  many  a  cas  hem  tydeth  ofte  sorowe. 

Somtyme  hir  ladies  will  not  on  hem  rewe, 

Somtyme,  yif  that  jelo^ye  hit  knewe, 

Th^  mighten  lightly  leye  hir  heed  to 

borowe ;  205 

Somtyme  envyous  folke  with  tunges 

horowe 

Depraven  hem;  alas!   whom  may  they 

plese? 
But  he  be  fals,  no  lover  hath  his  ese. 


E  2 
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But  what  availeth  snohe  a  long  sermoim 
Of  ayen tares  of  lovO,  up  and  doon  ?     aio 

I  wol  retnme  and  speken  of  my  peyne ; 
The  point  is  this  of  my  destruccioon, 
3f  y  righte  lady,  my  salvacionn, 

Is  in  affiray,  and  not  to  whom  to  pleyne. 

O  he^te  swete,  O  lady  sovereyne  I      215 
For  yonr  disese,  wel  oghte  I  swonne  and 

pwelte, 
Thogh  I  non  other  harm  ne  drede  felte. 

ImUibaUy  ofBappinem. 
f  To  what  iyn  made  the  god  that  sit  so 

hye, 
Benethen  him,  love  other  companye, 
And  streyneth  folk  to  love,  malgre  hir 
hedo  ?  aao 

And  then  hir  joye,  for  oght  I  can  espye, 
Ne  lasteth  not  the  twinkellng  of  an  y6, 
And  sonmie  han  never  joye  til  they  be 

dede. 
What  meneth  this  ?  what  is  this  misti- 
hede? 
Wherto  constreyneth  he  his  folk  so  faste 
Thing  to  desyre,  but  hit  sholde  laste  ?  aa6 
And  thogh  he  made  a  lover  love  a  thing, 
And  maketh  hit  seme  stedfast  and  daring, 
Yet  putteth  he  in  hit  such  misaventare. 
That  reste  nis  ther  noon  in  his  yeving.  ayo 
And  that  is  wonder,  that  so  just  a  king 
Doth  such  hardnesse  to  his  creature. 
Thus,  whether  love  breke  or  elles  dure, 
Algates  he  that  hath  with  love  to  done 
Hath  oiter  wo  then  changed  is  the  mone. 
Hit  semeth  he  hath  to  lovers  enmite,  a$6 
And  lyk  a  fissher,  as  men  alday  may  see, 
Baiteth  his  angle-hook  with  som  ples- 
aunce, 
Til  mony  a  fish  is  wood  tQ  that  he  be  939 
Sesed  ther-with ;  and  then  at  erst  hath  he 
Al  his  de^yr,  and  ther-with  al  mis- 

chaunce ; 
And  thogh  the  lyne  breke,  he  hath 
penaunce ; 
For  with  the  hoke  he  wounded  is  so  sore, 
That  he  his  wages  hath  for  ever-more. 

The  Brooch  cf  TTuibei. 
t  The  broohe  of  Thebes  was  of  suche  a 
kinde,  ,  345 

80  ful  of  rubies  and  of  stones  Inde, 


That  every  wight,  that  sette  on  hit  an 

ye, 

He  wende  anon  to  worthe  out  of  his 

minde ; 
So  sore  the  beaute  wolde  his  herte  bindc. 
Til  he  hit  hadde,  him  thoghte  he  mosto 

dye ;  351  > 

-  And  whan  that  hit  was  his,  than  shnltle 

he  dxye 
Such  wo  for  drede,  ay  whyl  that  he  hit 

hadde. 
That  welnigh    for  the  fere  he    shnlde 

madde. 

And  whan  hit  was  fro  his  possessionn, 
Than  had  he  double  wo  and  passioun  255 

For  he  so  fair  a  tresor  had  forgo ; 
But  yet  this  broche,  as  in  condusioun. 
Was  not  the  cause  of  this  confusioun  : 

But  he  that  wroghte  hit  enfortuned  hit 
so. 

That  every  wight  that  had  hit  shuld 
have  wo  ;  a6i> 

And  therfor  in  the  woroher  was  the  vyce. 
And  in  the  oovetour  that  was  so  nyoe. 

So  fareth  hit  by  lovers  and  by  me ; 
For  thogh  my  lady  have  so  gret  beauts. 
That  I  was  mad  til  I  had  gete  hir 
grace,  265 

She  was  not  cause  of  myn  adversitee, 
But  he  that  wroghte  hir,  also   mot    I 
thee, 
That  putte  suche  a  beaute  in  hir  face. 
That  made  me  to  cevete  and  purohace 
Myn   owne  deth;    him  wyte  I  that    I 
dye,  a-i> 

And  nryn  unwit,  that  ever  I  clomb  6<t 
hye 

An  Appeal  for  Sympathy. 

IF  But  to  yow,  hardy  knightes  of  renoun. 
Sin  that  ye  be  of  my  dlvisioun, 

Al  be  I  not  worthy  f  so  grete  a  name. 
Tot,  seyn  these  olerkes,  I  am  your  pa^ 
troun ;  97s 

Ther-for  ye  oghte  have  som  oompassionn 

Of  my  disese,  and  take  it  noght  a-game. 

The  proudest  of  yow  may  be  mad  ftil 
tame; 
Wherfor  I  prey  yow,  of  your  gentilesse. 
That  ye  compleyne  for  myn  hsrvinesse.  aSo 
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And  ye,  my  ladies,  that  ben  trewe  and 

staUa, 
By  way  of  kinde,  ye  oghten  to  be  able 

To  have  pite  of  folk  that  be  in  peyne  : 
Now  haTO  ye  canse  to  olothe  yow  in  sable ; 
Sith  ^lat  yoTiT  emperice,  the  honorable, 
la  deaolat,  wel  oghte  ye  to  pleyne ;  286 
Xow  shnld  your  holy  teres  ialle  and 
reyne. 
AJas !  your  hononr  and  your  emperice, 
Nigh  deed  for  drede,  ne  can  hir   not 
eheviao. 


Gompleyneth  eek,  3^0  lovers,  al  in-fere,  390 
For  hir  that,  with  onfeyned  humble  ohere, 

Was  ever  redy  to  do  yow  socoor ; 
Compl^3meth  hir  that  ever  hath  had  yow 

dere; 

Gompleyneth  beante,  fredom,  andmanere ; 

Compleyneth  hir  that  endeth  yoor  la- 

bonr;  295 

Compleyneth  thilke    ensample   of  al 

hononr, 

That  never  dide  bnt  al  gentilesae ;       297 

Kytheth  therfor  on  hir  som  kindenesse.* 


V.     THE  PAKLEMENT  OF  FOULES. 


Tlie  Proem, 

Tn  lyf  so  short,  the  craft  so  long  to  leme, 
Th'aosay  so  hard,  so  sharp  the  conquering, 
lite  dredfVil  joye,  that  alwey  slit  so  yeme, 
Al  this  mene  I  by  love,  that  my  feling  4 
Astonyeth  with  his  wonderftil  worohing 
So  sore  y-wis,  that  whan  I  on  him  thinke, 
Nat  wot  I  wel  wher  that  I  wake  or  winke. 

For  al  be  that  I  knowe  not  love  in  dede, 
Ne  wot  how  that  he  quyteth  folk  hir  hyre, 
Yet  happeth  me  ful  ofte  in  bokes  rede  10 
Of  his  miracles,  and  his  cruel  yre ; 
Tber  rede  I  wel  he  wol  be  lord  and  syre, 
I  dar  not  seyn,  his  strokes  been  so  sore, 
Bat  god  save  swioh  a  lord  t  I  can  no 
moje. 

Ofnmgey  what  for  luste  what  for  lore,  15 
On  bokes  zede  I  ofte,  as  I  yow  tolde. 
Bat  whezfor  that  I  speke  al  this?  not  yore 
Agon,  hit  happed  me  for  to  beholde 
Upon  a  boke,  was  write  with  lettres  olde ; 
And  theivnpon,  aoerteyn  thing  to  leme,ao 
The  longe  day  taX  faste  I  radde  and  yeme. 

For  oat  of  olde  feldes,  as  men  seith,  - 
Gmnsth  al  this  newe  com  fro  yeertoyera ; 
And  oat  of  olde  bokes,  in  good  feith, 
Cometh  al  this  newe  science  that  men 
lare;  25 


But  now  to  pnrpos  as  of  this  matere — 
To  rede  forth  hit  gan  me  so  delyte. 
That  al  the  day  me  thoughte  but  a  lyte. 

This  book  of  which  I  make  mencioun, 
Entitled  was  al  thus,  as  I  shal  telle,      30 
*  Tullius  of  the  dreme  of  Scipioim  * ; 
Chapitres  seven  hit  hadde,  of  hevene  and 

helle. 
And   erthe,    and  sonles   that  thexinne 

dwelle, 
Of  whiche,  as  shortly  as  I  can  hit  trete,  54 
Of  his  sentence  I  wol  you  seyn  the  grete. 

First  telleth  hit,  whan  Scipioun  was  come 
In  Afrik,  how  he  mette  Massinisse, 
That  him  for  joye  in  armes  hath  y*nome. 
Than  telleth  fhit  hir  speohe  and  al  the 

blisse 
That  was  betwix  hem,  til  the  di^  gan 

misse;  40 

And  how  his  auncestre,  African  so  dere, 
Gan  in  his  slepe  that  night  to  him  appere. 

Than  telleth  hit  that,  fro  a  sterry  place. 
How  African  hath  him  Cartage  shewed, 
Andwamed  him  before  ofal  his  grace,  45 
And  seyde  him,  what  man,  lered  other 

lewed, 
That  loveth  comun  profit,  wel  y-thewed, 
He  shal  unto  a  blisful  place  wonde, 
Ther  as  joye  is  that  last  withouten  onde. 
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Than  asked  ha,  if  folk  that  heer  be  dede 
Have  lyf  and  dwelling  in  another  place ;  51 
And  African  seyde,  '  ye,  withoate  diede,' 
And  that  our  present  worldes  lyves  space 
Nis  but  a  maner  deth,  what  wey  we  trace, 
And  rightftil  folk  sfaal  go,  after  they  dye, 
To  heven ;  and  shewed  him  the  galai^e.  56 

Than  shewed  he  him  the  litel  erthe,  that 

heer  is, 
At  regard  of  the  hevenes  qnantite ; 
*And  after  shewed  he  him  the  nyne  speres, 
And  after  that  the  melod^^e  herde  he    60 
That  Cometh  of  thilke  speres  thryes  three, 
That  welle  is  of  mosyke  and  melodye 
In  this  world  heer,  and  cause  of  armonye. 

Than  bad  he  him,  sin  erthe  was  so  lyte, 
And  fal  of  torment  and  of  harde  grace,  65 
That  he  ne  shnlde  him  in  the  world 

delyte. 
Than  tolde  he  him,  in  certejoi  yeres  space. 
That  eveiy  sterre  shnlde  come  into  his 

place 
Ther  hit  was  first ;  and  al  shulde  ont  of 

minde  69 

That  in  this  worlde  is  don  of  al  mankinde. 

Than  prayde  him  Scipionn  to  telle  him  al 
The  wey  to  come  nn-to  that  hevene  blisse ; 
And  he  seyde,  *know  thy-self  first  im- 
mortal, 
And  loke  ay  besily  thon  werke  and  wisse 
To  comun  profit,  and  thou  shalt  nat  misse 
To  comen  swiftly  to  that  place  dere,  76 
That  fnl  of  blisse  is  and  of  sonles  clere. 

Bat  brokers  of  the  lawe,  soth  to  sejme, 
And  lecherous  folk,  after  that  they  be 

dede,  79 

Shnl  alweywhirle  aboate  th'erthein  peyne, 
Til  many  a  world  be  •paaaed,  ont  of  drede, 
And  than,  for-yeven  alle  hir  wikked  dede. 
Than  shnl  they  come  unto  that  bliafal 

place, 
To  which  to  comen  god  thee  sende  his 

grace!' — 

The  day  gan  fallen,  and  the  derke  night, 
That  reveth  bestes  from  hir  besinesse,   86 
Berafte  me  my  book  for  lakke  of  light, 
And  to  my  bedde  I  gan  me  for  to  dresse, 
Fttlfild  of  thoaght  and  besy  hevinesse ; 


For  bothe  I  hadde  thing  whiob  that  ]^ 
nolde,  90 

And  eek  I  ne  hadde  that  thing  that  I 
wolde. 

But  i^ally  my  spirit,  at  the  laste, 
For-wery  of  my  labour  al  the  day, 
Took  rest,  that  made  me  to  slepe  £ute, 
And  in  my  slepe  I  mette,  as  I  lay,  95 

How  African,  right  in  that  selfe  aray 
That    Scipionn   him    saw    before    that 

tyde, 
Was  comen,  and  stood  right  at  my  bflddes 

9yde. 

The  wery  hunter,  slepinge  in  his  bed, 
To  wode  ayein  his  minde  goth  anoon  ;  100 
The  jnge   dremeth   how  bis  plees   ben* 

sped; 
The  carter  drameth  how  his  cartes  goon ; 
The  riche,  of  gold ;  the  knight  fight  witli 

his  foon. 
The  soke  met  he  drinketh  of  the  tonne  ; 
The  lover  met  he  hath  his  lady  wonne.  105 

Can  I  nat  seyn  if  that  the  cause  were 

For  I  had  red  of  African  beforn. 

That  made  me  to  mete  that  he  stood 

there ; 
But  thus  seyde  he,  *  thou  hast  thee  so 

wel  bom 
In  loking  of  myn  olde  book  to-torn,     1 10 
Of  which  Macrobie  roghte  nat  a  lyte. 
That    somdel    of  thy    labour   wolde    I 

qnyte !  * — 

Citherea  !  thou  blisful  lady  swete. 
That  with  thy  fyr-brand  dauntest  whom 

thee  lest, 
And  madest  me  this  sweven  for  to  mete, 
Be  thou  my  help  in  this,  for  thou  mayst 

best;  116 

As  wisly  as  I  saw  thee  north-north-west. 
When  I  began  my  sweven  for  to  wryte. 
So  yif  me  might  to  ryme  hit  and  endj^ ! 

Tks  Story. 
This  forseid  African  me  hente  anoon,  lao 
And  forth  with  him  unto  a  gat«  broghte 
Right  of  a  parke,  walled  with  grene  stoon; 
And  over  the  gate,  with  lettres  large 

y-wroghte, 
Ther  weren  vers  y-writen,  as  me  thoghte, 
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On  flgpfher  halfe,  of  fol  gret  difference,  2^5 
Of  whidi  I  sbal  yow  sey  the  pleyn  sen- 
tence. 

*  Thotr^  me  men  goon  in-to  that  hlisfnl 

pljMse 
Of  heries  hele  and  dedly  wonndes  core  ; 
Thorgh  me  men  goon  nnto  the  'welle  of 

Gzttce, 
Ther  ^ene  and    lusty  May  shal    ever 

cndnre ;  130 

This  is  the  wey  to  al  good  aventnre  ; 
Be  glad,  thon  reder,  and  thy  sorwe  of- 

caste, 
Al  open  am  I ;  passe  in,  uid  hy  the 

faste!' 

*  Thargh  me  men  goon,'  than  spak  that 

other  syde, 

*  Unto  the  mortal  strokes  of  the  spere,  135 
Of  which  Disdajm  and  Dannger  is  the 

gyde, 
Ther  tree  shal  never  fruit  ne  leves  here. 
This  stveem  you  ledeth  to  the  sorwftil 

were, 
Ther  as  ^e  fish  in  prison  is  al  drye  ; 
Th'eschewin^  is  only  the  remedye.'      140 

Thisevers  of  gold  and  hlak  y-writen  were, 
Thd^whiche  I  gan  a  stounde  to  beholde. 
For  with  that  oon  encresed  ay  my  fere. 
And  with  that  other  gan  myn  herte  holde ; 
That  oon  me  hette,  that  other  did  me 
colde,  145 

No  wit  had  I,  for  erronr,  for  to  chese, 
To  entre  or  flee,  or  me  to  save  or  lose. 

Sight  as,  betwixen  adamatintes  two 
Of  even  might,  a  pece  of  iren  y-set,      149 
That  hath  no  might  to  meve  to  ne  fro- 
Far  what  that  on  may  hale,  that  other 


Ferde  I,  that  nlste  whether  me  was  bet, 
To  entre  or  leve,  til  African  my  gyde 
He  hente,  and  shoof  in   at  the  gates 

wyde. 
And  seyde,  *  hit  stondeth  writen  in  thy 

face,  155 

Thyn  errour,  though  thou  telle  it  not  to 

me; 
But  dred  thee  nat  to  come  in-to  this 

pUoe, 


For  this  wiyting  is  no-thing  ment  hy 

thee, 
Ke  by  noon,  but  he  Loves  servant' be  ; 
For  thou  of  love  hast  lost  thy  tast,  I 

gesse,  160 

As  seek  man  hath  of  swete  and  bitter- 

nesse. 

But   natheles,  al-though  that  thou  be 

dulle, 
Yit  that  thou  oanst  not  do,  yit  mayst 

thou  see ; 
For  many  a  man  that  may  not  stonde 

a  pulle, 
Yit  lyketh   him   at   the   wrastling  for 

to  be,  165 

And  demeth  yit  wher  he  do  bet  or  he ; 
And  if  thou  haddest  cunning  for  t'endyte, 
I  shal  thee  shewen  mater  of  to  wryte.' 

With  that  my  bond  in  his  he  took  anoon, 
Of  which  I  comfort  caughte,  and  wente 

in  ftiste ;  170 

But  lord !  so  I  was  glad  and  wol  begoon  ! 
For  over-cd,  wher  that  I  m|jm  eyen  caste, 
Were  trees  clad  with  leves  that  ay  shal 

hkste,  ' 

Eche  in  his  kinds,  of  colour  fresh  and 

grene 
As  emeraude,  that  joye  was  to  sene.     175 

The  bilder  ook,  and  eek  the  hardy  asshe  ; 
The  piler  elm,  the  cofre  unto  careyne  ; 
The    boxtree    piper;   holm    to   whippes 

lasshe ; 
The    sayling    firr;    the  cipres,   deth  to 

ployne ;  179 

The  sheter  ew,  the  asp  for  shaftes  pleyne  ; 
The  olyve  of  pees,  and  eek  the  drunken 

vyne, 
The  victor  palm,  the  lanrer  to  devyne. 

A  garden  saw  I,  ful  of  blosmy  bowes. 
Upon  a  river,  in  a  grene  made,  184 

Ther  as  that  swetnesse  evermore  y-now  is, 
With  floures  whyte,  blewe,  yelowe,  and 

rede ; 
And  colde  welle-stremes,  no-thing  dede. 
That  swommen  ful  of  smale  fisshes  lighte, 
Withfinnes  rede  and  scales  silver-brighte. 

On  every  bough  the  briddes  herde  I  singe, 
With  voys  of  aungel  in  hir  armonye,  191 
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Som  hesyod.  hem  hir  briddes  forth  to 

bringe ; 
Tho  litel  con  yes  to  hir  ploy  gniine  hje, 
And  farther  al  aboute  I  gan  espye 
The  dredfiil  roo,  the  buk,  the  hert  and 

hinde,  195 

Sqnerels,  and  bestes  smale  of  gentil  kinde. 

Of  instnunents  of  strenges  in  «cord 
Herde  I  io  pleye  a  ravisshing  swetneaae, 
That  god,  that  maker  is  of  al  and  lord, 
Ke  herde  never  better,  as  I  gesse  ;        auo 
Therwith  a  wind,  unnethe  hit  might  be 

lesee, 
Made  in  the  leves  greneA  noise  sofle 
Ax)ordant  to  the  fonles  songe  on-lofte. 

The  air  of  that  place  bo  attempre  was 
That  never  was  grevaonoe  of  hoot  ne 
oold ;  ao5 

Ther  wex  eek  every  holaom  spyce  and 

Ne  no  man  may  ther  wexe  seek  ne  old  ; 
Yet  was  ther  joye  more  a  thousand  fold 
Then  man  can  telle;  ne  never  wolde  it 

nighte, 
But  ay  cleor  day  to  any  mannes  sighte. 

Under  a  tree,  besyde  a  welle,  I  say       an 
Oupyde  our  lord  his  arwes  forge  and  fyle  ; 
And  at  his  fete  his  bowe  al  redy  lay, 
And  wel  his  doghter  tempred  al  the  whyle 
The  hedes  in  the  welle,  and  with  hir 

wyle  ai5 

She  couched  hem  after  as  they  shulde 

serve, 
Som  for  to  slee,  and  som  to  wounde  and 

kerve. 

Tho  was  I  war  of  Flesaunoe  anon-right, 
And  of  Aray,  and  Lust,  and  Curtesye  ; 
And  of  the  Craft  that  can  and  hath  the 

might  aao 

To  doon  1^  force  a  wight  to  do  folye — 
Disfigurat  was  she,  I  nil  not  lye  ; 
And  by  him-self,  under  an  oke,  I  gesse, 
Sawe  I  Delyt,  that  stood  with  (ientil- 

nesse. 
I  saw  Beautee,  withouten  any  atyr,      225 
And  Youthe,  ftil  of  game  and  lolyte, 
Fool-hardinesse,  Flatery,  and  Desyr, 
Mcssagerye,  and  Mede,  and  other  three — 
Hir  names  shul  noght  here  betoldfor  me — 


And  upon  pliers  grete  of  jasper  longe  230 
I  saw  a  temple  of  bras  y-founded  stronge. 

Aboute  the  temple  daunoeden  alway 
Wommen  y-nowe,  of  whiche  somme  ther 

were 
Faire  of  hem-self,  and  somme  of  hem 

were  gi^ ; 
In   kirtels,    al   disshevele,  wente   they 

there—  235 

That  was  hir  office  alwey,  yeer  by  yere — 
And  on  the  temple,  of  doves  wb^rte  and 

faire 
Saw  I  sittinge  many  a  hundred  pairs 

Before  the  temple-dore  fhl  soberly 
Dame  Pees  sat,  with  a  curteyn  in  hir 

bond :  240 

And  hir  besyde,  wonder  disoretly, 
Dame  Paoienoe  sitting  ther  I  fond 
With  fiEtoe  pale,  upon  an  hille  of  send ; 
And  alder>next,  within  and  eek  with- 

oute,  244 

Behest  and  Art,  and  of  hir  folke  a  route. 

Within  the  temple,  of  syghes  bote  as  fyr 
I  herde  a  swogh  that  gan  aboute  renne  ; 
Which  syghes  were  engendred  with  desyr, 
That  w^«"  every  auter  for  to  brenne 
Of  newe  flaume ;  and  wel  aspyed  I  thenne 
That  al  the  cause  of  sdrwes  that  they 
drye  251 

Com  of  the  bitter  goddesse  Jalou^ye. 

The  god  Priapus  saw  I,  as  I  wente, 
Within  the  temple,  in  soverayn  place 

stonde, 
In  swich  aray  as  whan  the  asse  him 

shente  255 

With  crye  hy  night,  and  with  his  oeptre 

in  honde ; 
Fnl  besily  men  gunne  assaye  and  fonde 
Upon  his  hede  to  sette,  of  sondiy  hewe, 
Garlondes  fbl  of  fresshe  floures  newe. 

And  in  a  privee  comer,  in  disporte,     260 
Fond  I  Venus  and  hir  porter  Riohesse, 
That  was  ful  noble  and  hauteyn  of  hir 

porte; 
Derk  was  that  place,  but  afberward  lifirht- 


I  saw  a  lyte,  unnethe  hit  might  be  lesse, 
Andonabedofgoldeshelaytoreste,  265 
Til  that  the  bote  sonne  gan  to  weste. 
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Hir  gilte  heres  with  a  g<^den  threde 
Y-boanden  were,  nntressed  as  she  lay, 
And  naJced  fro  the  breste  unto  the  hede 
Men  might  hir  see ;  and,  sothly  for  to 

say,  270 

The  rexnenant  wel  kevered  to  my  pay 
Right  with  a  subtil  kerchef  of  Valence, 
Iher  was  no  thikker  cloth  of  no  de- 

fenca 

The  place  yaf  a  thousand  saTours  swote, 
And  Bachm,  god  of  wyn,  sat  hir  be^yde. 
And  Ceree    next,  that  doth  of  hunger 

bote;  276 

.\nd,  as  I  seide,  amiddes  lay  Cipryde, 
To  whom    on    knees  two  yonge  folkes 

Clyde 
To  ben  hir  help  ;  but  thus  I  leet  hir  lye, 
And  ferther  in  the  temple  I  gan  espye 

That,  in  dispyte  of  Diane  the  chaste,  281 
Fol  many  a  bowe  y-broke  heng  on  the 

wal 
Of  maydena,  suche  as  gunne  hir  tymes 

waste 
In  hir  servyse  ;  and  peynted  over  al 
Of  many  a  story,  of  which  I  touohe  shal 
A  fewe,  aa  of  CaUxte  and  Athalaunte,  286 
And  many  a  mayde,  of  which  the  name  I 

wante; 

S«mynuaus,  Oandaoe,  and  Ercules, 
BiUis,  Dido,  Tisbe  and  Piramns, 
Tristram,  Isonde,  Paris,  and  Achilles,  290 
El^ime,  Cleopatre,  and  Troilns, 
Sflla,  and  eek  the  moder  of  Bomulus — 
AXLe  these  were  peynted  on  that  other 

syde. 
And  al  hir  love,  and  in  what  plyte  they 

dyda. 

Whan  I  was  come  ay  en  into  the  place  295 
That  I  of  spak,  that  was  so  swote  and 

grene, 
Forth  walk  I  tho,  my-selven  to  solace. 
Tbo  was  I  war  wher  that  ther  sat  a 

qnene 
That,  as  of  light  the  8omer<«onne  shene 
I^Mseth  the  sterre,  right  so  over  mesure 
ishe  fairer  was  than  any  creature.        301 

And  in  a  launde,  upon  an  hille  of  floures, 
Was  Bet  this  noble  goddesse  Nature ; 


Of  braunches  were  hir  halles  and  hir 
boures,  ' 

Y-wrought  after  hir  craft  and  hir  mesure ; 

Ke  ther  nas  foul  that  cometh  of  en- 
gendmre,  306 

That  they  newere  prest  in  hir  presence, 

To  take  hir  doom  and  yeve  hir  audience. 

For  this  was  on  seynt  Valentynes  day, 
Whan  every  foul  cometh  ther  to  chese 

his  make,  3^^ 

Of  every  kinde,  that  men  thenke  may  ; 
And    that    so  huge    a  noyse  gan  they 

make. 
That  erthe  and  see,  and  tree,  and  every 

lake 
So  ful  was,  that  unnethe  was  ther  space* 
For  me  to  stonde,  so  ful  was  al  the  place. 

And  right  as  Aleyn,  in  the  Pleynt  of 
Kinde,  316 

Devyseth  Nature  of  aray  and  face, 
In  swich  aray  men  mighte[n]  hir  ther 

finde. 
This  noble  emperesse,  tal  of  grace. 
Bad  every  foul  to  take  his  owne  place,  320 
As  they  were  wont  alwey  tro  yeer  to 

yere, 
Seynt  Valentynes  day,  to  stonden  there. 

That  is  to  sey,  the  fbules  of  ravsoie 
Were  hyest  set ;    and  than  the  foules 

smiU.e, 
That  eten  as  hem  nature  wolde  endyne, 
As  worm,  or  thing  of  whiche  I  telle  no 

tale ;  326 

But  water-foul  sat  lowest  in  the  dale  ; 
And  foul  that  liveth  hy  seed  sat  on  the 

grene. 
And  that  so  fele,  that  wonder  was  to 

Bene. 

Ther  mighte  men  the  royal  egle  finde. 
That  with  his  sharpe  look  peroeth  the 

Sonne ;  331 

And  other  egles  of  a  lower  kinde. 
Of  which  that  derkes  wel  devysen  conne. 
Ther  was  the  tyraunt  with  his  fethres 

donne 
And  greye,  I  mene  the  goshauk,  that 

doth  pyne  355 

To  briddes  for  his  outrageous  ravyne. 
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The  gentil  faucon,  that  with   his  feet 

distreyneth 
The  kinges  hond ;  the  hardy  sperhauk 

eke, 
The  qoaylee  foo ;  the  merlion  that  peyneth 
Him-eelf  fdl  ofte,  the  larke  for  to  seke ; 
Ther    was    the    donve,    with    hir    eyen 

meke ;  341 

The  jalons  swan,  ayens  his  deth   that 

singeth ; 
The  oale  eek,  that  of  dethe  the  bode 

bringeth ; 

The  orane  the  geaont,  with  his  trompes 
soane; 

The  theef,  the  chogh  ;  and  eek  the  jang- 
ling pye ;  345 

The  scorning  jay;  the  eles  foo,  the 
heroune ; 

The  false  lapwing,  fol  of  trecherye ; 

The  stare,  that  the  ooanseyl  can  bewrye  ; 

The  tame  raddok  ;  and  the  coward  l^yte ; 

The  cok,  that  orloge  is  of  thorpes  lyte  ;  550 

The  sparow,  Venus  sone;  the  nightin- 
gale, 

That  clepeth  forth  the  fresshe  leves  newe ; 

The  swalow,  mordrer  of  the  flyfis  smale 

That  maken  hony  of  flooree  fresshe  of 
hewe; 

The  wedded  tartel,  with  hir  herte  trewe ; 

The  pecok,  with  his  aongels  fethres 
brighte ;  356 

Thefesaunt,  scomer  of  the  cok  by  nighte  ; 

The  waker  goes ;  the  onkkow  ever  un- 

kinde ; 
The  popinjay,  ftil  of  delicasye ; 
The  drake,  stroyer  of  his  owne  kinde ;  360 
The  stork,  the  wreker  of  avoaterye  ; 
The  hote  oormeraont  of  glotonye ; 
The  raven  wys,  the  crow  with  vois  of 

care; 
The  throstel  olde ;  the  firocty  feldefare. 

What  shulde  I  seyn?  of  fooles  every 
kinde  365 

That  in  this  worlde  han  fethres  and 
stature, 

Men  mighten  in  that  place  assembled 
finde 

Before  the  noble  goddesse  Nature. 

And  everioh  of  hem  did  his  be^y  cure 


Benignely  to  chese  or  for  to  take,         370 
By  hir  acord,  his  formel  or  his  make. 

But  to  the  poynt — ^Kature  held  on  hir 

honde 
A  formel  egle,  of  shap  tiie  gentileste 
That  ever  she  among  hir  werkes  fonde, 
The  most  benigne  and  the  goodlieste  ; 
In  hir  was  every  vertu  at  his  reste,      376 
So  ferforth,  that    Nature   hir-self  had 

blisse 
To  loke  on  hir,  and  ofte  hir  bek  to  kisse. 

Nature,  the  vicahre  of  th*almyghty  lorde. 
That  hoot,  cold,  hevy,  light,  [and]  moist 

and  dreye  380 

Hath  knit  by  even  noumbre  of  aoorde, 
In  esy  vois  began  to  speke  and  seye, 
^Foules,  tak  hede  of  my    sentence,    I 

preye. 
And,  for  your  ese,  in  ftirthering  of  your 

nede,  384 

As  faste  as  I  may  speke,  I  wol  me  spede. 

Ye  know  wel  how,  aeynt  Yalentynes  day. 
By  my  statut  and  through  my  gover- 

naunce, 
Ye  come  for  to  chese — and  flee  your  way — 
Your  makes,  as  I  prik  yow  with  plesaunce. 
But  natheles,  my  rightfbl  ordenannoe  391) 
May  I  not  lete,  for  al  this  world  to  winne. 
That  he  that  most  is  worthy  shal  beginne. 

The  tercel  egle,  as  that  ye  knowen  wel. 
The  foul  royal  above  yow  in  degree. 
The  wyse  and  worthy,  secree,  trewe  as 

stel,  395 

The  which  I  ff ormed  have,  as  3re  may  see. 
In  eveiy  part  as  hit  best  lyketh  me, 
Hit  nedeth  noght  his  shap  yow  to  devyae. 
He  shal  first  chese  and  speken  in  his 

gyse. 

And  after  him,  by  order  shul  ye  chese,  400 
After  your  kinde,  everich  as  yow  Ijrkeih, 
And,  as  your  hap  is,  shul  ye  winne  or 

lese; 
But  which  of  yow  that  love  most  en- 

tryketh, 
Qod.  sende  him  hir  that  sorest  for  him 

syketh.' 
And  therwith-al  the  tercel  gan  she  calle, 
And  seyde,  'my  sone,  the  choys  is  t<t 

thee  ialle,  406 
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Bat  naihelea,  in  this  oondicionn 
Mot  be  the  choys  of  everioh  that  is  here, 
That  she  agree  to  his  eleooionn,  409 

Who-eo  he  be  that  shnlde  been  hir  fere ; 
This  is  oar  osage  alwey^  fro  yeer  to  yere ; 
And  who  so  may  at  this  time  have  his 

grace, 
In  bUsfnl  tyme  he  com  in-to  this  place.' 

With  bed  enolyned  and  with  ftd  humble 

chere 
This  royal  tercel  spak  and  taried  nought ; 
'  Unto  mj  sovereyn  lady,  and  noght  my 

fere,  416 

I  chese,  and  chese  with  wille  and  herte 

and  thought. 
The  formel   onr  your   hond   so   wel  y- 

wronght, 
Whos  I  am  al  and  ever  wol  hir  serve, 
iXo  what  hir  list,  to  do  me  live  or  sterve. 

Besechinghir  of  mercy  and  of  grace,  421 
As  she  that  is  my  lady  soverejme ; 
Or  let  me  dye  present  in  this  place. 
For  certes,  long  may  I  not  live  in  peyne  ; 
For  in  myn  herte  is  corven  every  veyne  ; 
Havingreward[al]only  to  my  trouthe,  436 
My  dere  herte,  have  on  my  wo  som 
routhe. 

And  if  that  I  to  hir  be  fonnde  untrewe, 
Diflobeyaaont,  or  wilfdl  negligent, 
ATaontour,  or  in  proces  love  a  newe,  430 
I  pray  to  you  this  be  my  jugement, 
That  with  these  fonles  I  be  al  to-rent, 
That  ilke  day  that  ever  she  me  flnde 
To  hir  untrewe,  or  in  my  gilte  unkinde. 

And  sin  that  noon  loveth  hir  so  wel  as  I, 
Al  be  she  never  of  love  me  behette,  436 
Than  ogfate  she  be  -myn    thourgh    hir 

mercy. 
For  other  bond  can  I  noon  on  hir  knette. 
For  never,  for  no  wo,  ne  shal  I  lette  439 
To  serven  hir,  how  fer  so  that  she  wende  ; 
Sey  what  yow  list,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende.' 

Bight  as  the  frosshe,  rede  rose  newe 
Ayen  the  somer-sonne  coloured  is, 
Bight  so  for  shame  al  wezen  gan  the 

hewe 
Of  this  formel,  whan  she  herde  al  this ; 
She  neyther  answexde  *wel,'  ne  seyde 

446 


So  sore  abasshed  was  she,  til  that  Nature 
Seyde,  *  doghter,  drede  yow  noght,  I  yow 


Another  tercel  egle  spak  anoon 

Of  lower  kinde,  and  seyde,  *  that  shal 

not  be;  451, 

I  love  hir  bet  than  ye  do,  by  seynt  John, 
Or  atte  leste  I  love  hir  as  wel  as  ye ; 
Amd  lenger  have  served  hir,  in  my  degree, 
And  if  she  shulde  have  loved  for  long 

loving,  454 

To  me  allone  had  been  the  guerdoning. 

I  dar  eek  seye,  if  she  me  flnde  &ls, 
Unkinde,  jangler,  or  rebel  any  wyse, 
Or  jalous,  do  me  hongen  by  the  hals ! 
And  but  I  hero  me  in  hir  servyse 
As  wel  as  that  my  wit  can  me  suflyse,  460 
Fro  poynt  to  poynt,  hir  honour  for  to 

save, 
Tak  she  my  lyf,  and  al  the  good  I  have.* 

The  thxidde  tercel  egle  answerde  tho, 
*  Now,  sirs,  ye  seen  the  litel  leyser  here  ; 
For  every  foul  oryeth  out  to  been  a-go  465 
Forth  with  his  make,  or  with  his  lady 

dere; 
And  eek  Nature  hir-self  ne  wol  nought 

here. 
For  taiying  here,  noght  half  that  I  wolde 

seye ; 
And  but  I  speke,  I  mot  for  sorwe  deye. 

Of  long  servyse  avaunte  I  me  no-thing, 
But  as  possible  is  me  to  dye  to-day  471 
For  wo,  as  he  that  hath  ben  languisshing 
Thise  twenty  winter,  and  wel  happen  may 
A  man  may  serven  bet  and  more  to  pay 
In  half  a  yere,  al-though  hit  were  no  more, 
Than  som  man  doth  that  hath  served  fol 
yore.  476 

I  ne  say  not  this  hy  me,  for  I  ne  can 
Do  no  servyse  that  may  my  lady  plese ; 
But  I  dar  seyn,  I  am  hir  trewest  man 
As  to  my  dome,  and  fejmest  wolde  hir  ese ; 
At  shorte  wordes,  tU  that  deth  me  sese,  481 
I  wol  ben  hires,  whether  I  wake  or  winke, 
And  trewe  in  al  that  herte  may  bethinke.'' 

Of  al  my  Ijrf,  sin  that  day  I  was  bom, 
So  gentU  plee  in  love  or  other  thing    485 
Ne  herde  never  no  man  me  befoni, 
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Who-[8o]  that  hadde  leyser  and  canning 
For  to  rehene  hir  chere  and  hir  speking ; 
And  from  the  morwe  gan  this  speche  laste 
Til  dotmwarddrowthe  sonne  wonder  faste. 

The  noyse  of  fooles  for  to  ben  delivered  491 

So  londe  rong,  'have  doon  and  let  ns 
wende ! * 

That  wel  wende  I  the  wode  had  al  to- 
shivered. 

*  Come  of ! '  they  czyde,  '  alias !  ye  wil  vm 
shende ! 

Whan  shal  yonr  cursed  pleding  have  an 
ende  ?  495 

How  shnlde  a  jnge  eyther  party  leve, 

For  yee  or  nay,  with-outen  any  preve  ? ' 

The  goos,  the  ookkow,  and  the  doke  also 
So  cryden  '  kek,  kek ! "  kokkow ! ' '  quek, 

quek  I '  hye, 
That  thorgh  myn  eres  the  noyse  wente  tho. 
The  gooe  seyde,  '  al  this  nis  not  worth  a 

flye !  501 

Bat  I  can  shape  hereof  a  remedye, 
And  I  wol  sey  my  verdit  fliire  and  swythe 
For   water-fool,    who-so    be    wrooth    or 

blythe.' 

'And  I  for  worm-fool,'  seyde  the  fool 
cokkow,  505 

'  For  I  wol,  of  myn  owne  aootorit^, 
For  comane  spede,  take  the  charge  noW, 
For  to  delivere  us  is  gret  charity. ' 
'  Ye  may  abyde  a  whyle  yet,  parde  ! ' 
Seide  the  tnrtel,  *  if  hit  be  your  wille  510 
A  wight  may  speke,  him  were  as  good  be 
stille. 

I  am  a  seed-foul,  oon  the  onworthieste, 
That  wot  I  wel,  and  litel  of  konninge ; 
Bot  bet  is  that  a  wightes  tonge  reste 
Than  entremeten  him  of  soch  doinge  515 
Of  which  he  neyther  rede  can  nor  idnge. 
And  who-so  doUi,  ful  foule  himself  aol<^- 

eth, 
For  office  uncommitted  ofte  anoyeth.' 
Nature,  which  that  alway  had  an  ere 
To  murmour  of  the  lewednes  behinde,  520 
With   faoound   voys   seide,   *hold  your 

tonges  there  I 
And  I  shal  sone,  I  hope,  a  counseyl  finde 
You  to  delivere,  and  fro  this  noyse  un- 

binde; 


I  joge,  of  every  folk  men  shal  oon  oalle 
To  seyn  the  verdit  for  you  foules  alle.'535 

Assented  were  to  this  oondusioun 
The  briddes  alle  ;  and  foules  of  ravyne 
Han  chosen  first,  by  pleyn  eleccioun, 
The  tercelet  of  the  fauoon,  to  dif^e  529 
Al  hir  sentence,  and  as  him  list,  termyne ; 
And  to  Nature  him  gonnen  to  presente. 

And  she  accepteth  him  with  glad  entente. 

• 
The  tercelet  seide  than  in  this  manere  : 
*  Fol  hard  were  hit  to  preve  hit  by  resonn 
Who  loveth  best  this  gentil  formel  here ; 
For  everich  hath  swich  repUcacioan,  536 
That   noon   by  skilles    may  be    broght 

a-doon ; 
I  can  not  seen  that  arguments  avayle ; 
Than  semeth  hit  ther  moste  be  batayle. ' 

'  Al  redy  ! '  quod  these  egles  tercels  tho. 
'  Nay,  sirs  I '  quod  he,  '  if  that  I  dorste  it 

seye,  54.1 

Ye  doon  me  wrong,  my  tale  is  not  y-do  ! 
For  sirs,  ne  taketh  noght  a-gref,  I  preye. 
It  may  noght  gon,  as  ye  wolde,  in  thia 

weye; 
Oure  is  the  voys  that  han  the  charge  in 

honde,  545 

And  to  the  juges  dome  ye  moten  stonde  ; 

And  therfor  pees  I  I  seye,  as  to  my  wit, 
Me  wolde  thinke  how  that  the  worthieste 
Of  knighthode,  and  longest  hath  used  hit, 
Moste  of  estat,  of  blode  the  gentileste,  550 
Were  sittingest  for  hir,  if  that  hir  leste ; 
And  of  these  three  she  wot  hir-self,  I  trowe, 
Which  that  he  be,  for  hit  is  light  to 
knowe.' 

The  water-foules  han  her  hedes  leyd 
Togeder,  and  of  short  avjrsement,         555 
Whan  everich  had  his  large  golee  seyd, 
They  seyden  sothly,  al  by  oon  assent. 
How  that  '  the  goos,  with  hir  &counde 

gent, 
That  so  desyreth  to  pronounce  our  nede, 
Shal  telle  our  tale,'  and  preyde  *  god  hir 

spede.'  560 

And  for  these  water-foules  tho  began 
The  goos  to  speke,  and  in  hir  cakelingo 
She  seyde,  '  pees  I  now  tak  kepe  every 
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And  herkenetli  which   a  roson   I  shal 

hringe ; 
Uy  wit  is  sharp,  I  love  no  iaryinge ;    s^s 
I  eeje,  I  rede  him,  though  he  were  my 

hroiher, 
Bat    she  wol    love   him,  lat   him  love 

another ! ' 

'  lo  here !  a  parfit  reson  of  a  goos ! ' 
Qpod  the  sperhank ;  'never  mot  she  thee! 
Lo,  swich  hit  is  to  have  a  tonge  loos !  570 
Now  parde,  fool,  yet  were  hit  bet  for 

thee 
Have  holde  thy  pees,  than  shewed  thy 

nycete! 
Hit  lyth  not  in  his  wit  nor  in  his  wille, 
But  sooth  is  seyd,  "  a  fool  can  noght  be 

Btille."' 

The  laughter  aroos  of  gentil  fooles  alle, 

And  right  anoon  the  seed-foul  chosen 
hadde  576 

The  tortel  trewe,  and  gunne  hir  to  hem 
calle. 

And  preyden  hir  to  seye  the  sothe  sadde 

Of  this  mater e,  and  asked  what  she  radde ; 

And  she  answerde,  that  plejoily  hir  en- 
tente 580 

She  wolde  shewe,  and  sothly  what  she 
mente. 

^  Xay,  god  forbede  alover  shulde  chaunge ! ' 
The  tortel  seyde,  and  wex  for  shame  al 

reed  ; 
'Thogh    that    his    lady    ever-more    bo 

stranngo,  584 

Yet  lei  him  serve  hir  ever,  til  he  be  deed ; 
For  sothe,  I  preyse  noght  the  gooses  reed ; 
For  thogh  she  deyed,  I  wolde  non  other 

make, 
I  vol  ben  hires,  til  that  the  deth  me  take.' 

'  Wei  boarded  ! '  qaod  the  doke,  *  by  my 
hat !  •  589 

That  men  sholde  alwey  lovon,  causelos, 

'mio  can  a  reson  finde  or  wit  in  that  ? 

Daonceth  he  mory  that  is  mirtheles  ? 

Who  sholde  recche  of  that  is  reccheles  ? 

Te,  qnek  ! '  yit  qood  the  doke,  fol  wel  and 
laire, 

'  There  been  mo  sterres,  god  wot,  than  a 
pairs ! '  595 


'  Now  fy,  cherl ! '  qood  the  gentil  tercelet, 
*  Oat  of  the  dunghil  com  that  word  fol 

right, 
Thoo  canst  noght  see  which  thing  is  wel 

be-set : 
Thoo  farest  by  love  as  ooles  doon  by  light, 
The  day  hem  blent,  fnl  wel  they  see  by 

night ;  600 

Thy  kind  is  of  so  lowe  a  wrechednesse, 
That  what  love  is,  thoo  canst  nat  see  ne 


Tho  gan  the  cokkow  potte  him  forth  in 

prees 
For  fool  that  eteth  worm,  and  seide  blyve, 
*  80  I,'  qood  he,  '  may  have  my  make  in 

pees,  605 

I  recche  not  how  longe  that  ye  stryve  ; 
Lat  ech  of  hem  be  soleyn  al  hir  lyve, 
This  is  my  reed,  sin  they  may  not  acorde ; 
This  shorte  lesson  nedeth  noght  recorde. ' 

'  Te !  have  the  glotoon  fild  ynogh  his 

patinche,  610 

Than  are  we  wel ! '  seydo  tho  merlioon  ; 
'  Thou  mordrer  of  the  heysogge  on  the 

braonche 
That  broghto  thee  forth,  thoo  f  rewthelees 

glotoon  ! 
Live  thoo  soleyn,  wormes  corropoioon  ! 
For  no  fors  is  of  lakke  of  thy  nature  ;  615 
Go,  lewed  be  thoo,  whyl  the  world  may 

dure! ' 

'Now  pees,'  quod  Nature,  'I  comaunde 

here; 
For  I  have  herd  al  yoor  opinioun, 
And  in  effect  yet  be  we  never  the  nero  ; 
Bat  fynally,  this  is  my  condusioun,    620 
That  she  hir-solf  shal  han  the  eleocionn 
Of  whom  hir  list,  who-so  be  wrooth  or 

blythe. 
Him  that  she  cheest,  he  shal  hir  have  as 

swythe. 

For  sith  hit  may  not  here  discussed  be 
Who  loveth  hir  best,  as  seide  the  tercelet. 
Than  wol  I  doon  hir  this  favour,  that 

she  626 

Shal  have  right  him  on  whom  hir  herte 

is  set. 
And  he  hir  that  his  herte  hath  on  hir 

knet. 
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This  JQge  I,  Nature,  for  I  may  not  lyS ; 
To  noon  egtat  I  have  non  other  yfi.      650 

But  as  for  connseyl  for  to  chese  a  make, 
If  hit  were  reson,  certes,  than  vrolde  I 
Connseyle  yow  the  royal  tercel  take, 
As  seide  the  tercelet  fnl  skilfidly, 
As  for  the  gentilest  and  most  worthy,  635. 
Which  I  have  wroght  so  wel  to  my  ples- 

aunce ; 
That  to  yow  oghte  been  a  soffisannce.' 

With   dredftd  vois   the  formel  hir  an- 

Bwerde,  - 
'  My  rightiiil  lady,  goddesse  of  Nature, 
Soth  is  that  I  am  ever  under  your  yerde, 
Lyk  as  is  everiche  other  creature,        641 
And  moot  be  youres  whyl  my  lyf  may 

dure ; 
And  therfor  graunteth  me  my  flrste  bone, 
And  myn  entente  I  wol  yow  sey  right 

sone. ' 

'  I  graimte  it  you,'  quod  she ;  and  right 
anoon  645 

This  formel  egle  spak  in  this  degree, 

'  Almighty  queue,  unto  this  yeer  be  doon 

I  aske  respit  for  to  avysen  me. 

And  after  that  to  have  my  ohoys  al 
firee; 

This  al  and  som,  that  I  wolde  speke  and 
seye ;  650 

Ye  gete  no  more,  al-though  ye  do  me  deye. ' 

I  wol  noght  serven  Venus  ne  Cupyde 
For  sothe  as  yet,  by  no  manere  wey.' 
*  Now  sin  it  may  non  other  wyse  betyde,' 
Quod  tho  Nature,  *here  is  no  more  to 

8©y ;  655 

Than  wolde  I  that  these  foules  were  a-wey 
Ech  with  his  make,  for  taiying  lenger 

here  ' — 
And  seyde  hem  thns,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 

'To  you    speke    I,    ye   tercelets,'  quod 

Nature, 
'Beth  of  good  herte  and  serveth,  alle 

three;  660 

A  yeer  is  not  so  longe  to  endure. 
And  ech  of  yow  peyne  him,  in  his  degree. 
For  to  do  wel ;  for,  god  wot,  quit  is  she 


Fro  yow  this  yeer ;  what  after  so  befalle, 
This  entremes  is  dressed  for  you  alle.*  665 

And  whan  this  werk  al  broght  was  to  an 

ende. 
To  every  foule  Nature  yaf  his  make 
By  even  aoorde,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

wende. 
A !  lord !  the  blisse  and  joye  that  they 

makel  669 

For  ech  of  hem  gun  other  in  winges  take. 
And  with  hir  nekkes  ech  gan  other  winde. 
Thanking  alwey  the  noble  goddesse  of 

kinde. 

But  first  were  chosen  foules  for  to  singe. 
As  yeer  by  yere  was  alwey  hir  usaunce 
To  singe  a  roundel  at  hir  departinge,  675 
To  do  Nature  honour  and  plesannce. 
The  note,  I  trowo,  maked  was  in  Fraunce ; 
The  wordes  were  swioh  as  ye  may  heer 

finde. 
The  nexte  vers,  as  I  now  have  in  minde. 

Qui  bien  aime  a  tard  oublie, 
*Now  weloom   somer,   with    thy  sonne 
sofbe,  68(> 

That  hast  this  wintres  weders  over-shake. 
And  driven  awey  the  longe  nightes  blako ! 
Seynt  Valentyn,    that   art  Ail  hy   on- 

lofte; — 
Thus  singen  smale  foules  for  thy  sake — 
Note  uxlcom  aomer^  tdth  thy  tonne  acifte^  685 
That  hast  this  tointres  toeden  over-shake, 

Wel  han  they  cause  for  to  gladen  ofte, 
Sith  ech  of  hem  recovered  hath  his  make ; 
Fnl  blisfol  m«y  they  singen  whan  they 
wake; 
Now  weloom  aomer^  %BUh  thysonneatJU^  690 
That  hast  this  %d$dres  wedtre  over-shake^ 
And  driven  awey  the  longe  nighies  htdke.'' 

And  with  the  showting,  whan  hir  song 

was  do, 
That  foules  maden  at  bir  flight  a-way, 
I  wook,  and  other  bokes  took  me  to     695 
To  rede  upon,  and  yet  I  rede  alway ; 
I  hope,  y-wis,  to  rede  so  som  day 
That  I  shal  mete  som  thing  for  to  fSu^  6q8 
The  bet;  and  thus  to  rede  I  nil  not  spare. 


Explicit  trmctatu  do  congregadone  Volucmm  die  saneti  ValentioL 
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VL     A  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS.  LADY. 


I.    {In  aeven-line  <ton«M.) 

Thx  longe  night,  whan  eveiy  creature 

Shnlde  have  hir  rest  in  somwhat,  as  hy 

kinde. 

Or  elles  ne  may  hir  lyf  nat  long  endure, 

Hit  falleth  most  in-to  my  woftil  minde 

How  I  so  fer  have  broght  my-self  be- 

hinde,  5 

That,  sanf  the  deeth,  ther  may  no-thing 

me  lisse. 
So  desespaired  I  am  from  alle  blisse. 

This  same   thoght   me  lasteth  til    the 

morwe, 

And  from  the  morwe  forth  til  hit  be  eve; 

Ther  nedeth  me  no  care  for  to  borwe,    lo 

For  bothe  I  have  good  leyser  and  good 

leve; 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  wol  me  wo  bereve 
To  wepe  y-nogh,  and  wailen  al  my  fille  ; 
The  sore  spark  of  peyne  fdoth  me  spille. 

n.    (In  Terza  Rima  ;  imperfect.) 

[fThe  sore  spark  of  i>eyne  doth  me  spille ;] 

This  Love  hath  [ciek]  me  set  in  swich  a 

place  i6 

That  my  desyr  [he]  never  wol  ftilfille  ; 

For  neither  pitee,  mercy,  neither  grace 

C^ui  I  nat  finde ;  and  "frfro  my  sorwfnl 

herte, 
For  to  be  deed,  I  can  hit  nat  araoe.    20 
The  more  I  love,  the  more  she  doth  me 
smerte; 
Through  which  I  see,  with-onte  remedye, 
That  from  the  deeth  I  may  no  wsrse 
asterte; 
[  ^For  this  day  in  hir  servise  shal  I  dye]. 

HL    {In  Tena  Rima ;  imper/kct.) 

[^Thns  am  I  slain,  with  sorwes  ftil  dy- 
verse;  '  25 

Fal  loDge  agoon  I  oghte  have  taken 
hede]. 


Now  sothly,  what  she  hight  I  wol  re- 
herse; 
Hir  name  is  Boantee,  set  in  womanhedo, 
Sadnesse  in  yonthe,  and  Beautee  pryde> 

lees. 
And  Plesaunoe,  under  governaunce  and 
drede ;  .    y> 

Hir  surname  eek  is  Faire  Bewthelees, 
The  Wyse,  y-knit  un-to  Good  Aventure, 
That,  for  I  love  hir,  -f  sleeth  me  giltelees. 
Hir  love  I  best,  and  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure, 
Bet  than  my-self  an  hundfed  thousand 
deel,  35 

Than  al  this  worldes  richesse  or  crear 
ture. 
Now  hath  nat  Love  me  bestowed  weel 
To  lov6,  ther  I  never  shal  have  part  ? 
Alias !  right  thus  is  turned  me  the  wheel, 
Thus  am  I  slayn  with  loves  fyry  dart.   40 
I  can  but  love  hir  best,  my  swete  fo  ; 
Love  hath  me  taught  no  more  of  his  art 
But  serve  alwey,  and  stinte  for  no  wo. 

rv.    {In  ten-line  stansaa.) 

[With>in  my  trewe  careful  herte  ther  is 
So  moche  wo,  and  [eek]  so  litel  bUs,       45 

That  wo  is  me  that  ever  I  was  bore  ; 
For  al  that  thing  which  I  desyre  I  mis, 
And  al  that  ever  I  wolde  nat,  I-wis, 

That  fiude  I  redy  to  me  evermore ; 
And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  pleyne.  50 

For  she  that  mighte  me  out  of  this 
bringe 

Ne  reccheth  nat  whether  I  wepe  or 
singe; 
So  litel  rewthe  hath  she  upon  my  peyne. 

Alias !  whan  sleping-time  is,  than  I  wake, 
Whan  I  shulde  daunce,  for  fere  than  I 
quake ;  55 

[fYow  rekketh  never  wher  I  flete  or 
sinks ;] 
This  hevy  lyf  I  lede  for  your  sake, 
Thogh  ye  therK>f  in  no  wyse  hede  take, 
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[f  For  on  my  wo  yow  deyneth  not  to 
thinke.j  59 

My  hertes  lady,  and  hool  my  lyves  qnene ! 
For  trewly  dorste  I  seye,  as  that  I  fele, 
Me  semeth  that  yonr  swete  herte  of  stele 

Is  whetted  now  ageynes  me  to  kene. 

My  dere  herte,  and  heet  heloved  fo, 
Why  lyketh  yow  to  do  me  al  this  wo,    65 
What  haye  I  doon  that  gpreveth  yow,  or 
sayd, 
But  for  I  serve  and  love  yow  and  no  mo? 
And  whylst  I  live,  I  wol  i-do  ever  so ; 
And  therfor,  swete,  ne  beth  nat  evil 
apayd. 
For  so  good  and  so  fair  as  [that]  ye  be,  70 
Hit  were  [a]  right  gret  wonder  but  ye 

hadde 
Of  alle  servants,  bothe  goode  and  badde ; 
And  leest  worthy  of  alle  hem,  I  am  he. 

But  never-the-les,  my  righte  lady  swete, 
Thogh  that  I  be  unconning  and  unmete  75 

To  serve  as  I  best  coudo  ay  your  hy- 
nesse, 
Yit  is  ther  fayner  noon,  that  wolde  I  hete, 
Than  I,  to  do  fyow  ese,  or  elles  bete 

What-60 1  wiste  were  to  fyow  distresse. 
And  hadde  I  might  as  good  as  I  have  wille, 

Than  shulde  ye  fele  wher  it  wer  so  or 
noon ;  81 

For  fin  this  worlde  living  is  ther  noon 
That  fayner  wolde  your  hertes  wil  ftdfiUe. 

For  bothe  I  love,  and  oek  dreed  yow  so 

sore, 
And  algates  moot,  and  have  doon  yow, 
ful  yore,  85 

That  bet  loved  is  noon,  ne  never  shal ; 
And  yit  I  wolde  beseohe  yow  of  no  more 
But  leveth  wel,  and  be  nat  wrooth  ther- 
fore. 
And  lat  me  serve  yow  forth  ;    lo !   this 
isal. 
For  I  am  nat  so  hardy  ne  so  wood         90 
For  to  desire  that  ye  shulde  love  me  ; 
For  wel  I  wot,  alias  !  that  may  nat  be ; 
I  am  so  litel  worthy,  and  ye  so  good. 

For  ye  be  oon  the  worthiest  on-lyve, 
And  I  the  most  unlykly  for  to  thryve ;  95 
Yit,  for  al  this,  [now]  witeth  ye  right 
wele, 


That  ye  ne  shul  me  ficom  your  service 

dryve 
That  I  nil  ay,  with  alle  my  wittes  fyve. 

Serve  yow  trewjy,  what  wo  so  that  I  fele. 

For  I  am  set  on  yow  in  swich  manere  100 

That,  thogh  ye  never  wil  upon  me  rewe, 

I  moste  yow  love,  and  fever  bieen  as 

trewe 

As  any  can  or  may  on-lyve  [here]. 

f  The  more  that  I  love  yow,  goodly  free, 
The  ]a.88e  iinde  I  that  ye  loven  me ;      it>5 

Alias!  whan  shal  that  harde  wit  a- 
mende  P 
Wher  is  now  al  your  wommanly  pitee, 
Your  gentilesse  and  your  debonairtee, 

Wil  ye  no   thing  thdXK>f  upon    me 
spende? 
And  so  hool,  s^ete,  as  lamyoures  al,  no 

And  so  gret  wil  as  I  have  yow  to  servo, 

Now,  certes,  and  ye  lete  me  thus  sterve, 
Yit  have  ye  wonne  ther-on  but  a  smal. 

For,  at  my  knowing,  I  do  fno-thing 

why, 
And  this  I  wol  beseche  yow  hertely,     1 15 

That,  ther  ever  ye  flnde,  whyl  ye  live, 
A  trewer  servant  to  yow  than  am  I, 
Leveth    [me]    thanne,    and   sleeth   me 
hardely, 
And  I  my  deeth  to  yon  wol  al  forgive. 
And  if  ye  flnde  no  trewer  f  man  than  me, 
[Why]  will  ye  suffre  than  that  I  thus 
spille,  121 

And  for  no  maner  gilt  but  my  good 
wille? 
As  good  wer  thanne  untrewe  as  trewe 
to  be. 

But  I,  my  lyf  and  deeth,  to  yow  obeye, 
And  with  right  buxom  herte  hooUy  I 
preye,  1^5 

As  [is]  your  moste  plesure,  so  doth  by  me ; 
f  Wel  lever  is  me  lyken  yow  and  de3^ 
Than  for  to  any  thing  or  thinke  or  seye 
That  fmighte  yow  offendo  in  any  tyme. 
And  therfor,  swete,  rewe  on  mypeynes 
smerte,  130 

And  of  your  grace  granteth  me  som 

drope ; 
For  elles  may  me  laste  f  blis  ne  hope, 
Ne  f  dwellen  in  my  trouble  careful  herte. 
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Vll.     ANELIDA  AND  ARCITE. 


The  Compleyot  of  feire  Anelida 
and  fals  Arcite. 

PT0€M, 

Thou  ferse  god  of  armeB,  Mors  the  rede, 
That  in  tho  frosty  conntiy  called  Trace, 
Within  thj  grisly  temple  fol  of  drede 
Honoored  art,  as  patroim  of  that  place ! 
TSlth  thy  Bellona,  Pallas,  fal  of  grace,   5 
Be  present,  and  my  song  continue  and 

gye ; 
At  my  beginning  thns  to  thee  I  orye. 

For  hit  Itil  depe  is  sonken  in  my  minde, 
With  pitous  herte  in  English  for  t'endyte 
This  olde  storie,  in  Latin  which  I  finde,  10 
Of  quene  Anelida  and  tala  Arcite, 
T%at  elde,  which  that  al  can  frete  and 

byte, 
As  hit  hath  ftreten  mony  a  noble  storie, 
Hath  nigfa  devoured  out  of  our  memorie. 

Be  Adorable  eek,  thou  Polymnia,  15 

On  Pamaao  that,  with  thy  snstres  glade, 
By  £Iioon,  not  fer  from  Cirrea, 
Singest  with  vois  Inemorial  in  the  shade, 
Under  the  laurer  which  that  may  not 

fiide, 
And  do  that  I  my  ship  to  haven  winne ;  20 
Fint    folow    I    Staoe,    and    after    him 

Gbrinne. 

Tke  Story. 

lamqme  tUmiM  pairioit  dc  ;  Statii  Thebais, 

xU.519. 

Whan  Theseus,  with  werres  longe  and 

gret©. 
The  aspre  folk  of  Cithe  had  oveivcome, 
Wl^  laurer  crouned,  in  his  char  gold- 
bete, 
Hoom  to  his  oontre-houses  is  y-oome ; —  25 
For  which  the  peple  blisful,  al  andsomme, 
So  ciyden,  that  unto  the  sterres  hit  wente, 
And  him  to  honouren  dide  al  hir  en- 
tente;— 


Befom  this  duk,  in  signe  of  hy  victorie. 
The  trompes  come,  and  in  his  baner  large 
The  image  of  Mars;  and,  in  token  of 

glorie,  31 

Men  mighten    seen    of  treeor  many  a 

charge, 
Many  a  bright  helm,  and  many  a  spere 

and  targe, 
Many  a  fresh  knight,  and  many  a  blisfal 

route, 
On  hors,  on  fote,  in  al  the  folde  aboute.  35 

Ipolita  his  wyf,  the  hardy  quene 
Of  Cithia,  that  he  conquered  hadde. 
With  Emelye,  hir  yonge  suster  shene, 
Eaire  in  a  char  of  golde  he  with  him  ladde. 
That  al  the  ground  aboute  hir  char  she 

spradde  40 

With  brightnesse  of  the  beautee  in  hir 

face, 
Ful£ld  of  largesse  and  of  alle  grace. 

With  his  triumphe  and  laureivcrouned 

thus, 
In  al  the  floure  of  fortunes  yevinge, 
Lete  I  this  noble  prince  Theseus  45 

Toward  Athenes  in  his  wey  lydinge, 
And  founde  I  wol  in  shortly  for  to  bringe 
The  slye  wey  of  that  I  gan  to  wryte. 
Of  quene  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite. 

Mars,   which  that  through   his  furious 

course  of  yre,  50 

The  olde  wrath  of  Juno  to  flilfUlo, 
Hath  set  the  peples  hertes  bothe  on  fyre 
Of  Thebes  and  Q-rece,   everich  other  to 

kille 
With  blody  speres,  ne  rested  never  stille, 
But  throng  now  her,  now  ther,  among 

hem  bothe,  55 

That  everich  other  slough,  so  wer  the}' 

wrothe. 

For  whan  Amphiorax  and  lydeus. 
Ipomedon,  Parthonopee  also 
Were  dede,  and  slayu  [was]  proud  Gam- 
paneus, 
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And  whan  the  wreoches  Thehann,  hreth- 

eren  two,  60 

Were  slayn,  and  king  Adrafltns  hoom 

So  desoLit  stood  Thebes  and  so  bare, 
That  no  wight  conde  remedie  of  his  care. 

And  whan  the  olde  Creon  gan  espye 
How  that  the  blood   roial  was  broght 

adoun,  65 

He  held  the  cite  by  his  tirannye. 
And  did  the  gen  tils  of  that  regioun 
To  been  his  frendes,  and  dwellen  in  the 

toon. 
So  what  for  love  of  hiigii,  and  what  for  awe, 
The  noble  folk  wer  to  the  tonne  y-drawe. 

Among  al  these,  Anelida  the  qnene       71 
Of  Ermony  was  in  that  tonn  dwellinge. 
That  fairer  was  then  is  the  sonne  shene ; 
Through-out  the  world  so  gan  hir  name 

springe, 
That  hir  to  seen  had  every  wight  lykinge ; 
For,  as  of  trouthe,  is  ther  noon  hir  liche,  76 
Of  al  the  women  in  this  worlde  riche. 

Yong  was  this  quene,  of  twenty  yeer  of 

elde, 
Of  midel  stature,  and  of  swich  faimesse, 
That  nature  had  a  joyo  hir  to  behelde  ;    80 
And  for  to  speken  of  hir  stedfastnesse, 
She  passed  hath  Penelope  and  Lucresse, 
And  shortly,  if  she  shal  be  comprehended, 
In  hir  ne  mighte  no-thing  been  amended. 

This  Theban  knight  [Aroite]  eek,  sooth  to 

seyn,  85 

Was  yong,  and  thei^with-al  a  lusty  knight, 

But  he  was  double  in  love  and  uo-thing 

pleyn. 
And  subtil  in  that  crafte  over  any  wight, 
And  with  his  cunning  wan   this  lady 

bright ; 
For  so  ferforth  he  gan  hir  trouthe  assure. 
That  she  him  f  trust  over  any  creature.  91 

What  shuld  I  seyn  ?  she  loved  Aroite  so, 
That,whan  that  he  was  absent  any  throwe, 
Anon  hir  thoghte  hir  herte  brast  i^two ; 
For  in  hir  sight  to  h  ir  he  bar  him  lowe,  95 
So  that  she  wende   have  al  his  herte 

y-knowe ; 
But  he  was  fflJs ;  it  nas  but  feyned  ohere. 
As  nedeth  not  to  men  each  craft  to  lore. 


But  never-the-les  ful  mikel  besinesse 
Hod  he,  er  that  he  mighte  his  lady  winne. 
And  swoor  he  wolde  dyen  for  distre8se,ioi 
Or  from  his  wit  he  seyde  he  wolde  twinne. 
Alas,  the  whyle  I  for  hit  was  routhe  and 

sinne, 
That  she  upon  his  sorowes  wolde  rewe. 
But  no-thing  thenketh  the  fals  as  doth 

the  trewe.  105 

Hir  fredom  fond  Arcite  in  swich  manere. 
That  al  was  his  that  she  hath,  moohe  or 

lyte, 

Ne  to  no  creature  made  she  chore 
Ferther  than  that  hit  lyked  to  Aroite  ; 
Ther  was  no  lak  with  which  he  might<> 
hir  wyte,  1 10 

She  was  so  ferforth  yeven  him  to  plese, 
That  al  that  lyked  him,  hit  did  hir  ese. 

Ther  nas  to  hir  no  maner  lettre  y-sent 
That   touched   love,    from    any   maner 

wight, 
That  she  no  shewed  hit  him,  er  hit  was 

brent;  115 

So  pleyn  she  was,  and  did  hir  frille  might. 
That  she  nil  hyden  nothing  from  hir 

knight, 
Lest  he  of  any  untrouthe  hir  upbreyde ; 
Withouten  bode  his  heste  she  obeyde. 

And  eek  he  made  him  jelous  over  here,  1 20 
That,  what  that  any  man  had  to  hir  seyci, 
Anoon  he  wolde  preyen  hir  to  swere 
What  was  that  word,  or  make  him  evel 

apayd; 
Than  wende  she  out  of  hir  wit  have  brayd ; 
But  al  this  nas  but  sleight  and  flaterye, 
Withouten  love  he  feyned  jelosye.        1 26 

And  al  this  took  she  so  debonerly. 
That  al  his  wille,  hir  thoghte  hit  skilful 

thing. 
And  ever  the  longer  floved  him  tenderly. 
And  did  him  honour  as  he  were  a  king.  130 
Hir  herte  was  wedded  to  him  with  a  ring ; 
So  ferforth  upon  trouthe  is  hir  entente, 
That  wher  he  goth,  hir  herte  with  him 

wente. 

Whan  she  shal  ete,  on  him  is  so  hir 

thoght,  134 

That  wel  unnethe  of  mete  took  she  keep ; 
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And  whan  that  she  was  to  hir  roste 

hrogfat, 
On  him  she  thoghte  olwey  til  that  she 

sleep; 
Whan  he  was  absent,  prevely  she  weep  ; 
Thns  liveth  fair  Anelida  the  qnene      139 
For  iUs  Ardte,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene. 

This  ials  Arcite,  of  his  new-&ngelnes8e, 
For  she  to  him  so  lowly  was  and  trewe, 
Took  lease  deyntee  for  hir  stedfastnesse, 
And  saw  another  lady,  prond  and  newe, 
And  right  anon  he  cladde  "^^^  in  hir 

hewe—  14s 

Wot  I  not  whether  in  whyte,  rede,  or 

grene— 
And  falaed  fair  Anelida  the  qxien& 

Bat  never-the-les,  gret  wonder  was  hit 

noon 
Thogh  he  wer  &ls,  for  hit  is  kinde  of 

man,  149 

Sith  Lamek  was,  that  is  so  longs  agoon. 
To  been  in  love  as  fals  as  ever  he  can  ; 
He  was  the  firste  £Eider  that  began 
To  loTen  two,  and  was  in  bigamye  ; 
And  he  fbond  tentes  first,  bat-if  men  lye. 

This  fSils  Arcite  snmwhat  moste  he  feyne, 
Whan  he  wex  fals,  to  oovere  his  trai- 

torye,  156 

Bight  as  an  hors,  that  can  both  byte  and 

fUeyne; 
For  he  bar  hir  on  honde  of  treoherye, 
And   swoor  he  oonde   hir   doablenesse 

espye. 
And  al  was  falsnes  that  she  to  him  mente ; 
Thns  swoor  this  theef,  and  forth  his  way 

he  wente.  161 

Alas !  what  herte  might  endnron  hit. 
For  ronthe  or  wo,  hir  sorow  for  to  telle  ? 
Or  what  man  hath  the  cunning  or  the 

witP 
Or  what  man  n&ight  with-in  the  ohambre 

dwelle,  165 

If  I  to  him  rehersen  shal  the  helle, 
That  safiEreth  &ir  Anelida  the  qnene 
For  fids  Aroite,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene  ? 

fflie  wepeth,  waileth,  swowneth  pitonsly, 
To  gronnde  deed  she  fiEklleth  as  a  stoon ; 
Al  CEsmpissheth  hir  limes  orokedly,    171 
She  speketh  as  hir  wit  were  al  agoon ; 


Other  ooloor  then  asshen  hath  she  noon, 
Noon  other  word  'fshe  speketh  moohe  or 

lyte, 
Bnt  *  merc^,  cmel  herte  myn,  Aroite  ! '  1 75 

And  thns  endnreth,  til  that  she  was  so 

mate 
That  she  ne  hath  foot  on  which  she  may 

BUS  tene; 
Bnt  forth  langnisshingever  in  this  estate. 
Of  which  Arcite  hath  nother  ronthe  ne 

tene  ; 
His   herte  was    elles-where,    newe    and 

grene,  180 

That  on  hir  wo  ne  deyneth  him  not  to 

thinke, 
Him  rekketh  never  wher  she  flete    or 

sinke. 

His  newe  lady  holdeth  him  so  narowe 
Up  by  the  biydel,  at  the  staves  ende, 
That  every  word,  he  dradde  hit  as  an 

arowe ;  185 

Hir  daunger  made  him  bothe  bowe  and 

bende, 
And  as  hir  liste,   made  him  trame   or 

wende ; 
For  she  ne  grannted  him  in  hir  livinge 
No  grace,  why  that  he  hath  lust  to  singe; 

Bnt  drof  him  forth,  nnnethe  liste  hir 

knowe  190 

Tliat  he  was  servannt  fto  hir  ladyshippe, 

But  lest  that  he  >\er  pronde,  she  held 

him  lowe ; 
Thns  serveth  he,  withonten  fee  or  shipe, 
She  sent  him   now  to  londe,  now    to 
shippe ;  194 

And  for  she  yaf  him  dannger  al  his  fillo, 
Therfor  she  had  him  at  hir  owne  wille. 

Ensample  of  this,  ye  thrifty  wimmen  alle, 
TeJce  here  Anelida  and  fids  Arcite, 
That  for  hir  liste  him  '  dere  herte '  calle, 
And  was  so  meek,  therfor  he  loved  hir 

lyte ;  aoo 

The  kinde  of  mannes  herte  is  to  delyto 
In  thing  that  straunge  is,  also  god  me 

save! 
For  what  he  may  not  gete,  that  wolde  he 

have. 

Now  tnme  we  to  Anelida  ageyn, 

That  pyneth  day  by  day  in  langnisshingj 
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But  whan  she  saw  that  hir  ne  gat  no 
geyn,  206 

Upon  a  day,  ftxl  sorowfdlly  weping, 
She  caste  hir  for  to  make  a  oompleyning, 
And  with  hir  owne  honde  she  gan  hit 

wryte  ; 
And  sente  hit   to  hir    Theban    knight 
Arcite.  a  10 

The  Compleynt  of  Anelida  the  quene 
npon  fals  Arcite. 

Proem. 

So  thirleth  with  the  poynt  of  remem- 

brannce, 
The  swerd  of  sorowe,  y-whet  with  fids 
plesannce, 
Myn  horto,  bare  of  blis  and  blak  of 
hewe, 
That  tamed  is  in  quaking  al  my  daunce, 
My  suretee  in  a-whai>edcountenaunc« ;  315 
Sith  hit  availeth  not  for  to  ben  trewe  ; 
For  who-so  trewest  is,  hit   shal   hir 
rewe, 
That  serveth  love  and  doth  hir  observ- 
aunce 
Alwey  to  oon,  and  chaungoth  for  no 


(Stroplie.) 

1. 

I  wot  my-self  as  wel  as  any  wight ;       220 
For  I  loved  oon  with  al  my  herte  and 
might 
More  then  my-self,  an  hundred  thou- 
sand sythe. 
And  called  him  my  hertes  lyf,  my  knight, 
And  was  al  his,  as  fer  as  hit  w^as  right ; 
And  whan  that  he  was  glad,  than  was 
I  blythe,  225 

And  his  disese  was  my  deeth  as  swytJie ; 
And  lie  ayeu^  bis  trouthe  me  had  plight 
For  ever-more,  his  lady  me  to  kythe. 

2. 

Now  is  he  fals,  alas  !  and  causeles, 
And  of  my  wo  he  L}  so  routheles,  230 

That  with  a  worde  him  list  not  ones 
deyne 
To  bring  ayein  my  sorowfhl  herte  in  pees. 
For  he  is  oaught  up  in  a-nother  lees. 


Bight  as  him  list,  he  langheth  at  my 

peyne,  234 

And  I  ne  can  myn  herte  not  rostreyne, 

That  I  ne  love  him  alwey,  never-the^les ; 

And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  plejme. 

3. 

And    shal    I    pleyne — alas !    the    harde 

stounde — 
Un-to  my  foo  that  yaf  my  hert«  a  wonnde. 

And  yet  desyreth  that  myn  harm  bo 
more?  24(1 

Nay,  certes  !  farther  wol  I  never  ffoundo 
Non  other  help,  my  sores  for  to  sonnde. 

My  destinee  hath  shapen  it  fill  yore  ; 

I  wil  non  other  medecyne  ne  lore  ; 
I  wil  ben  ay  ther  I  was  ones  bounde,  245 

That  I  have  seid,  be  seid  for  ever>more ! 

4. 
Alas  !  wher  is  become  your  gentilesse  ! 
Your  wordes  iulle  of  plesaunce  and  hum- 
blesse? 

Your  observaunoes  in  so  low  manere, 
And  your  awayting  and  your  besinesse  250 
Upon  me,  that  ye  oalden  your  maistresse. 

Your  soverej-n  lady  in  thisworlde  here?' 

Alas !  and  is  ther  nother  word  ne  chere 
Ye  vouchesauf  upon  myn  hevinesse  ? 

Alas  !  your  love,  I  bye  hit  al  to  dere.  255 

6. 

Now  certes,  swete,  thogh  that  ye 
Thus  causeles  the  cause  be 
Of  my  dedly  adversitee, 

Your  manly  reson  oghte  it  to  resps^te 
To  slee  your  frend,  and  namely  me,  260 
That  never  yet  in  no  degree 
Offended  yow,  as  wisly  he, 

That  al  wot,  out  of  wo  my  sonle  quyte  ! 
^  But  for  I  shewed  yow,  Arcite, 
Al  that  men  wolde  to  me  wryte,        16^ 
And  was  so  besy,  yow  to  delyte — 

My  honour  save — meke,  kinde,  and  firee, 
Therfor  ye  putte  on  me  the  wyte, 
And  of  me  recche  not  a  myte, 
Thogh  that  the  swerd  of  sorow  byte  270 

My  woAil  herte  through  your  croeltee. 

6. 
My  swete  foo,    why  do  ye  so,    for  shame? 
And  thenke  ye    that  furthered  be    your 
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To  loT«  a  newe,    and  been  antxewe  ? 
nay! 
And  pntte  yow     in  sclatmder  now     and 
blame,  275 

And  do  to  me    adverntee    and  grame, 
That  love  yow  most,        god,  wel  thou 

woet !      alway  ? 

Yet  torn  ay^sm,    and  be  al  pl^yn    som 

day, 

And  than  shal  this    tliat  now  is  mis    be 

game,  279 

And  al  for-yive,   whyl  that  I  live  may. 

{AnUshvphs.) 

L 
lo !  herte  mjm,  al  this  is  for  to  seyne, 
As  whether  shal  I  preye  or  elles  pleyne  ? 
Whiehe  is  the  wey  to  doon  yow  to  be 
trewe? 
For  either  mot  I  have  yow  in  my  cheyne. 
Or  with  the  dethe  ye  mot  departe  ns 
tweyne ;  385 

Ther  ben  non  other  mene  weyes  newe  ; 
For  god  so  wisly  on  my  sonle  rewe, 
As  Tenly  ye  sleen  me  with  the  peyne ; 
That  may  ye  see  nnfeyned  of  myn  hewa 

2. 

For  thns  forforth  have  I  my  deth  [y]- 

Goght,  390 

My-self  I  mordre  with  my  prevy  thoght ; 

For  aorow  and  ronthe  of  your  nnkinde- 


I  wepe,  I  waike,  I  facte ;  al  helpeth  noght ; 

I  veyve  joje  that  is  to  epeke  of  oght, 
I  voyde  companye,  I  flee  gladnesse ;  295 
Who  may  avannte  bir  bet  of  hevinesse 

Then  I?   and  to  this  plyte  have  ye  me 
broght, 
Withonte  gilt ;  me  nedeth  no  witnesse. 

8. 

And  Bbolde  I  px^e,  and  weyve  woman- 

hede? 
Nay !  rather  deth  then  do  so  fool  a  dede, 
And  axe  mercy  gilteles  1  what  nede  ?  301 
And  if  I  pleyne  what  lyf  that  I  lede, 
Yow  reUkeUi  not ;  that  know  I,  ont  of 
drede; 
And  if  I  unto  yow  myn  othes  bede 


For  myn  excuse,  a  scorn  shal  be  my 

mede ;  305 

Your  chere  flooreth,  but  hit  wol  not  sede ; 

Fnl  longe  agoon  I  oghte  have  take  hede. 


For  thogh  I  hadde  yow  to-morow  ageyn, 
I  might  as  wel  holde  Averill  fto  reyn, 

As  holde  yow,  to  make  yow  stedfast.  310 
Almighty  god,  of  tronthe  sovereyn, 
Wher  is  the  tronthe  of  man  ?  who  hath 
hit  sleyn  ? 

Who  that  hem  loveth  shal  hem  fynde 
as  fast 

As  in  a  tempest  is  a  roten  mast. 
Is  that  a  tame  best  that  is  ay  feyn        515 

To  renne  away,  when  he  is  leost  agast  ? 

6. 

Now  mercy,  swete,  if  I  misseye. 
Have  I  seyd  oght  amis,  I  preye  ? 
I  not ;  my  wit  is  al  aweye, 

I  fare  as  doth  the  song  of  Chaunte^pleure. 
For  now  I  pleyne,  and  now  I  pleye,  331 
I  am  so  mased  that  I  deye, 
Arcite  hath  bom  awe/  the  keye 

Of  al  my  worlde,  and  my  good  aventure ! 
If  For  in  this  worlde  nis  creature     325 
Wakinge,  in  more  discomfiture 
Then  I,  ne  more  sorow  endure ; 

And  if  I  slepe  a  furlong  wey  or  tweye. 
Than  thinketh  me,  that  your  figure 
Before  me  stant,  clad  in  asure,  330 

To  profiren  eft  a  newe  assure 

For  to  be  trewe,  and  mercy  me  to  preye. 

6. 

The  longe  night       this  wonder  sight      I 

diye. 
And  on  the  day    for  this  afray   I  dye,  334 
And  of  al  this    right  noght,  y-wis,    ye 
reoohe. 
Ne  never  mo    myn  y6n  two    be  drye. 
And  to  your  routhe    and  to  your  trouthe 
I  ciye.  ' 

Butwelawey!  toferbethey  tofecche; 
Thus    holdeth  me      my  destinee     a 
wrecche.  339 

But  me  to  rede    out  of  this  drede    or  gye 
Ne  may  my  wit,     so  weyk  is  hit,     not 
strecohe. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


ii8 


^Qe  (jninot  (poems. 


Concltuion, 

Than  ende  I  thus,  sith  I  may  do    no 

more, 
I  yeve  hit  up  for  now  and  ever-more ; 

For  I  shal  never  eft  putten  in  balannce 

My    Bekemes,    ne    lerne    of   love    the 

lore.  345 

Bat  aa  the  ffwan,  I  have  herd  seyd  fnl 

yore, 

Ayeins   his   deth  ahal    singe    in   hia 

penaonce, 
So  singe  I  here  my  destiny  or  ohannoe, 


How  th&t  Arcite  Anelida  so  sore 
Hath  thirled  with  the  poynt  of  remem- 
bratmce !  350 

The  story  cofdinuecL 
Whan  that  AnelidA  this  wofal  quene 
Hath  of  hir  hande  writen  in  this  wyse, 
With  £EU»e  deed,  betwixe  pale  and  grene. 
She  fel  a-swowe  ;  and  sith  she  gan  to  ryse, 
And  unto  Mars  avoweth  saoriiyse         355 
With-in  the  temple,    with    a  sorowfnl 

chere, 
That  shapen  was  as  ye  shal  after  here.  357 


{Uf^niahed.) 


Vni.     CHAUCEES  WORDES  UNTO  ADAM, 
HIS  OWNE  SCRIVEYN. 


Adam  scriveyn,  if  ever  it  thee  bifalle 
Boece  or  Troilns  to  wiyten  newe, 
Under  thy  lokkes  thou  most  have  the 

scalle, 
But  after  my  making  thon  wiyte  trewe. 


So  offce  a  daye  I  mot  thy  werk  renewe,    5 
Hit  to  correcte  and  eek  to  mbbe  and 

scrape ; 
And  al  is  through  thy  negligence  and 

rape. 


IX.     THE   FORMER   AGE. 


A  BLisruL  lyf,  a  paisible  and  a  swete 

Ledden  the  peples  in  the  former  age  ; 

They  helde  hem  payed  fof  froites,  that 
they  ete, 

Which  that  the  feldes  yave  hem  by  usage ; 

They  ne  were  nat  forpampred  with  out- 
rage ;  5 

Unknowen  was  the  quern  and  eek  the 
melle ; 

They  eten  mast,  hawes,  and  swich  poun- 

And  dronken  water  of  the  colde  welle. 


Yit  nas  the  ground  nat  wounded  with 

the  plough. 
But  00m  up-sprong,  unsowe  of  mannes 

bond,  i(t 

The  whic^  they  'j'gniden,  and  eete  nat 

half  y-nongh. 
No  man  yit  knew  the  forwes  of  his  lond ; 
Ko  man  the   tyr  out   of  the   flint  yit 

fond; 
Un»korven  and  un-grobbed  lay  the  vyne ; 
No  man  yit  in  the  morter  spyoes  grond  15 
To  darre,  ne  to  sause  of  galantyne. 
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No  mader,  welde,  or  wood  no  litestere 
Xe  knew;   the  flees  was  of  his  former 

hewe; 
No  flesh  ne  wiste  offence  of  egge  or  spere ; 
Xo  coyn  ne  knew  man  which  was  fals  or 

trewe ;  20 

No  ship  yit  taaf  the  wawes  grene  and 

blewe ; 
Xo  marchannt  yit  ne  fette  oatlandish 


No  'ftrompes  for  the  werres  folk  ne  knewe, 
No  touren  heye,  and  walles  rounde  or 
square. 

What  sholde  it  han  avayled  to  werreye  ?  2$ 
Ther  lay  no  profit,  ther  was  no  richesse, 
Bat  cursed  was  the  tyme,  I  dar  wel  seye, 
That  men  first  dide  hir  swety  hysinesse 
To  grobbe  np  metal,  Inrkinge  in  dark- 


And  in  the  riveres  first  gemmes  soghte.  50 
Alias !  than  sprong  up  al  the  cursednesse 
Of  oovetyse,  that  first  onr  sorwe  broghte  ! 

Thiae  tyratints  pntte  hem  gladly  nat  in 

prea. 
No  fwildnesse,  ne  no  bnsshes  for  to  winne 
Ther  poverte  is,  as  seith  Diogenes,         35 
Ther  as  vitaile  is  eek  so  skars  and  thinne 
That  noght  bat  mast  or  apples  is  ther- 


Bat,  ther  as  bagges  been  and  fat  vitaile, 
Ther  wol  they  gon,  and  spare  for  no  sinne 
With  al  hir  oet  the  cite  for  t'assaile.     40 


Yit  were  no  paleis-ohaombres,  ne  non 

halles; 
In  caves  and  [in]  wodes  softe  and  swete 
Slepten  this  blissed  folk  with-oate  walles, 
On  gras  or  leves  in  parfit  fqaiete. 
No   donn    of  fetheres,    ne    no    bleched 

shete  45 

Was  kid  to  hem,  but  in  senrtee  they 

slopte ; 
Hir  hcrtes  were  al  oon,  with-oate  galles, 
Everich  of  hem  his  feith  to  other  kepte. 

TJnforged  was  the  hauberk  and  the  plate ; 
The  lambish  peple,  voyd  of  alle  yyce,    50 
Hadden  no  fanta^ye  to  debate, 
But  ech  of  hem  wolde  other  wel  cheryce ; 
No  pryde,  non  envye,  non  avaiyoe, 
No  lord,  no  taylage  by  no  tyrannye  ; 
Humblesse  and  pees,  good  feith,  the  em^ 
perice,  55 

['{•Folfilled  erthe  of  olde  curteflye.] 

Yit  was  not  Jupiter  the  likerous. 
That  first  was  fader  of  delicacye, 
Come  in  this  world ;    ne  Nembrot,  de- 
sirous 
To   r^ynen,    had   nat  maad   his  toures 
hy&  60 

Alias,  alias  I   now  may  men  wepe  and 

ciye! 
For  in  our  dayes  nis  but  coyetyse 
[And]  doublenesse,  and  tresoun  and  envye, 
Foysoun,  manslauhtre,  and  mordre  in 
sondiy  wyse.  64 


Finit  Etas  prima.    Chancers. 


X,     FORTUNE. 


Bolodet  de  visage  mnzpeinture. 

I.    Le  Plelntif  countre  Fortune. 
This  wrecched  worldes  transmutacioun. 
As  wele  or   wo,  now   povre    and   now 

honour, 
With-outen  ordre  or  wys  disorecioun 
Governed  is  by  Fortunes  errour  ; 
Bat  natheles,thelakofhir£ftvoux         5 


Ne  may  nat  don  me  singen,  though  I  dye, 
*  lay  tout  perdu  mon  temps  et  mon  labour :' 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye  I 

Yit  is  me  lefl  the  light  of  my  resoun, 
To  knowen  frend  fro  fo  in  thy  mirour.  i» 
So  muche  hath  yit  thy  whirling  up  and 

doun 
Y-taught  me  for  to  knowen  in  an  hour. 
But  trewely,  no  force  of  thy  reddour 
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To  him  that  over  him-aelf  hath  the  mi^yB- 

trye! 
My  snffisaiince  shal  he  my  sooonr :         15 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  deiye  ! 

0  Socrates,  thou  stedfast  championn. 
She  never  mighte  he  thy  tormentour  ; 

-  Thou  never  dreddest  hir  oppressionn, 
Ne  in  hir  ohere  founde  thou  no  savour,  ao 
Thou  knewe  wel  deceit  of  hir  colour, 
And  that  hir  moste  worshipe  is  to  lye. 

1  knowe  hir  eek  a  fals  diasimulour : 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye  ! 

IL  La  respounse  de  Fortune  au  Pleintit 
No  man  is  wrecched,  hut  him-self  hit 

wene,  ^5 

And  ho  that  hath  him-self  hath   suf- 

fisaunce. 
Why  seystow  thanne  I  am  to  thee  so 

kene, 
That  hast  thy-self  out  of  my  govemaunoe? 
Sey  thus  :   '  Graunt  mercy  of  thyn  ha- 

houndaunce 
That  thou  hast  lent  or  this.'    Why  wolt 

thou  stryve  ?  30 

What    woBtow    yit,    how    I    thee    wol 

avaunce  ? 
And  eek  thou  hast  thy  heste  frend  alyve  I 

I  have  thee  taught  divisioun  hi-twene 
Frend  of  effect,  and  frend  of  oounten- 

aunce; 
Thee    nedeth    nat    the    galle    of    noon 

hyene,  35 

That  cureth  eyen  derke  fro  hir  penaunce  ; 
Now  seestow  cleer,  that  were  in  ignor- 

aunce. 
Yit  halt  thyn  ancre,  and  yit  thou  mayst 

arxyve 
Ther  hountee  herth  the  keye  of  my  suh- 

staunce :  39 

And  eek  thou  hast  thy  heste  frend  alyve. 

How  many  have  I  reftised  to  sustene, 
Sin  I  thee  fostred  have  in  thy  plesaunce ! 
Woltow  than  make  a  statut  on  thy  queue 
That  I  shal  heen  ay  at  thyn  ordinaunce  ? 
Thou  horn  art  in  my  reg^ie  of  variaunce, 


Ahoute  the  wheel  with  other  most  thou 
diyvo.  46 

My  lore  is  het  than  wikke  is  thy  grev- 
aunce, 

And  eek  thou  hast  thy  heste  frend  alyve. 

HL    La  responnae  du  Pleiatif 
coimtre  Fortune. 
Thy  lore  I  dampne,  hit  is  adversitee. 
My  frend  maystow  nat  reven,  blind  god- 

desse!  50 

That  I  thy  frendes  knowe,  I  thanks  hit 

thee. 
Tak  hem  agayn,  lat  hem  go  lye  on  presse ! 
The  negardye  in  keping  hir  richesse 
Prenostik  is  thou  wolt  hir  tour  assayle ; 
Wikke  appetyt  oomth  ay  before  seknesse: 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  fayle.     56 

La  respounse  de  Fortune  countra 
le  Pleiatif. 
Thou  pinohest  at  my  mutabiUtee, 
For  I  thee  lente  a  drope  of  my  richesse, 
And  now  me  lyketh  to  with-drawo  mo. 
Why  sholdeetow  my  realtee  oppresse  ?  60 
The  see  may  ehbe  and  flowen  more  or  lease ; 
The  welkne  hath  might  to  shyne,  reyne, 

or  hayle ; 
Bight  BO  mot  I  kythen  my  brotelnesse. 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  fayle. 

Lo,  th'execucion  of  the  magestee  65 

That  al  purveyeth  of  his  rightwisnesse. 
That  same  thing  *  Fortune'  clepen  ye^ 
Ye  blinde  bestes,  ful  of  lewednesse  ! 
The  hevene  hath  propretee  of  sikemesse, 
This  world  hath  ever  resteles  travayle ;  70 
Thy  laste  day  is  ende  of  myn  intresse : 
In  general,  this  reule  xaa^  nat  fayla 

Lenvoy  de  Fortune. 

Princes,  I  prey  you  of  your  gentilesae, 
Lat  nat  this  man  on  me  thus  czye  and 

pleyne. 
And  I  shal  quyte  you  your  bislnease      75 
At  my  requeste,  as  three  of  you  or  tweyne; 
And,  but  you  list  releve  him  of  his  pejrne, 
Preyeth  his  beste  frend,  of  his  noblesse. 
That  to  som  beter  estat  he  may  atteyne.  79 


JSxplicit 
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XL     MERCILES  BEAUTE:    A  TRIPLE  ROUNDEL. 


X     CktpHviiy, 

Toes  yen  two  wol  alee  me  sodenly, 
I  maj  the  beantd  of  hem  not  gnstene, 
So  woondeth  hit  thron^h-ont  my  herte 
kene. 

And  bfnt  yonr  word  wol  helen  hastily 
My  hertee  wonnde,  whyl  that  hit  is  grene, 
Towr  ySn.  two  tool  Oee  m^  todetUy,  6 

I  may  the  bettuU  of  hem  not  nulene. 

Upon  my  troxithe  I  sey  yow  feithfolly, 

That  ye  ben  of  my  lyf  and  deeth  the  qnene ; 

For  with  my  deeth  the  tronthe  shalbesene. 

Ycmr  ffyt  two  wol  dee  me  $odenly,         ii 

/  may  the  beauU  of  hem  not  euetene, 

So  woundeth  hit  through-outmy  herte  kene, 

Q.    B^jeetioH, 

So  hath  your  beauts  fro  your  herte  ohaoed 

Pit«e,  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne ; 

For  Daonger  halt  your  mercy  in  his 

eheyne.  i6 

Giltles  my  deeth  thus  han  ye  me  por- 

chaced; 
I  Ky  yow  sooth,  me  nedeth  not  to  f<^yne ; 


80  hath  your  beauti  fro  your  herte  ehaced 
PUeey  that  me  tie  availeth  not  to  pleyne,  ao 

Alias!  that  nature   hath  in  yow  com- 
passed 
So  greet  beauts,  that  no  man  may  atteyne 
To  merpy,  thoagh  he  sterve  for  the  peyne. 
80  hath  your  )>e(»uti  fro  your  herte  chaced 
PUeef  that  me  ne^availeth  not  to  pleyne;  25 
ForBaunger  halt  yourmereyin  hie  eheyne, 

m.    Sacape, 
Sjln  I  firo  Love  escaped  am  so  fkt, 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene ; 
Sin  I  am  free,  I  oonnte  him  not  a  beno. 

He  may  answere,  and  seye  this  or  that ;  30 
I  do  no  fors,  I  speke  right  as  I  mene. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  ao  fat^ 
I  never  thenk  to  hen  in  hie  prison  lene. 

Love  hath  my  name  y-strike  out  of  his 

Bclat, 
And  he  is  strike  out  of  my  bokes  clone  55 
For  ever-mo ;  fther  is  non  other  mene. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  ao  faty 
I  never  thenk  to  hen  in  his  prison  lene ; 
Sin  I  am  free^  I  eounte  him  not  a  hene,  59 


Explicit. 


XIL     TO   ROSEMOUNDK    A  BALADE. 


Xadajcx,  ye'ben  of  al  beautd  shryne 
As  fer  as  cercled  is  the  mappemonnde  ; 
For  as  the  cristal  glorious  ye  shyne, 
And  lyke  mby  ben  your  chekes  rounde. 
Therwith  ye  ben  so  mery  and  so  jocounde, 
That  at  a  revel  whan  that  I  see  you 
daunce,  6 

It  is  an  oynement  unto  my  wounde, 
Thogh  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliaunce. 


For  thogh  I  wepe  of  teres  ftil  a  tyne, 
Yet  may  that  wo  Txxyn  herte  nat  con- 

founde ;  10 

Your  fseemly  voys  that  ye  so  fsmal  out- 

twyne 
Maketh    my    thoght  in   joye  and    blis 

habounde. 
So  curteisly  I  go,  with  lov6  bounde, 
That  to  my-self  I  sey,  in  my  penaunce, 
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Sufiyseth  me  to  love  you,  BoBemonnde,  15     That  I  am  trewe  Tristam  the  seoounde.  ao 


Thogh  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliaunce. 

Na«  never  pyk  walwed  in  galanntyne 
As  I  in  love  am  walwed  and  y-wounde  ; 
Por  which  ful  ofte  I  of  my-self  divyne 

Tregentil. 


My  love  maj  not  refreyd  be  nor  afonnde-; 
I  brenne  ay  in  an  amorous  plesaunce. 
Do  what  you  list,  I  wil  your  thral  he 

founde, 
Thogh  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daJiaunoe.      24 

Chaucer. 


Xin.     TRUTH. 


Balade  de  bon  conseyl. 

Flxk  fro  the  prees,  and  dwelle  with  soth- 

fastnesse, 
Suflyce   unto   thy  good,  though  hit  be 

smal; 
For  hord  hath  hate,  and  climbing  tikel- 

nesse, 
Frees  hath  envye,  and  wele  blent  overal ; 
Savour  no  more  than  thee  biliove  shal ;  5 
Work  wel  thy-self,  that  other  folk  cctnst 

rede ; 
And  trouthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 

Tempest  thee  noght  al  oroked  to  redresse, 
In  trust  of  hir  that  tumeth  ns  a  bal : 
Gret  reste  stant  in  litel  besinesse  ;         lo 
And  eek  bo  war  to  spome  ogeyn  an  al ; 
Stryve  noght,  as  doth  the  crokko  with 

the  wal. 
Daunte  thy-self,   that  dauntest  otheres 

dede ; 
And  trouthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 


That  thee  is  sent,  reoeyve  in  buxumnesse, 

The  wrastling  for  this  worlde  aseth  a 

faX.  16 

Her  nis  non  boom,  her  nis  but  wilder- 


Forth,  pilgrim,  forth  !     Forth,  beste,  out^ 

of  thy  stal ! 
Know  thy  contree,  look  up,  thank  Go<l 

ofal; 
Hold  the  bye  wey,  and  lat  thy  gost  thee 

lode  :  30 

And  trouthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 

Envoy. 

Therfore,    thou    vache,    leve    thyn    old 

wrecchednesse 
Unto  the  worlde ;  leve  now  to  be  thral ; 
Crye  him  mercy,  that  of  his  by  goodnosse 
Made  thee  of  noght,  and  in  especial       2$ 
Draw  unto  him,  and  pray  in  general 
For  thee,  and  eek  for  other,  hevenlich 

mede ;  aj 

And  trouthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 


Explicit  Le  bon  counseill  de  G.  Chancer. 


XIV.     GENTILESSE. 


liloral  Balade  of  Chaucer. 

The  flrste  stok,  fader  of  gentiles 

What  man  that  claymeth  gentil  for  to  be, 

Must  folowe  his  trace,  and  alle  his  wittes 

dresse 
Vertu  to  sewe,  and  >'yce8  for  to  flee. 
For  unto  vertu  longeth  dignitee,  5 


And  noght  the  revers,  saufly  dar  I  dome, 
Al  were  he  mytre,  croune,  or  diademe. 

This  firste  stok  was  ful  of  rightwisnesse, 
Trewe  of  his   word,  sobre,  pitous,  and 

free, 
Clene  of  his  goste,  and  loved  besinesse,    10 
Ageinst  the  vyce  of  slouthe,  in  honestee ; 
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And,  Imt  his  heir  love  vertii,  m  dide  he, 
He  is  noght  gentil,  thog'h  he  riche  seme, 
Al  were  he  mytoe,  cronne,  or  diademe. 

Tjce  may  vrel  be  heir  to  old  richesse ;    15 
Bat  ther  mfty  no  man,  as  men  may  wol  see. 


Bequethe  his  heir  his  vertuous  noblesse 
That  is  appropred  unto  no  degree, 
But  to  the  firste  fader  in  magestee, 
That  fmaketh  him  his  heir,  that  can  him 
qaeme,  ao 

Al  were  he  mytre,  croune,  or  diademe. 


XV.     LAK  OF  STEDFASTNESSE. 


SoM  tyme  this  world  was  bo  stedilust  and 

stable, 
That  mannes  word  was  obligaoioun,    ' 
And  now  hit  is  so  fals  and  deceivable, 
That  word  and  deed,  as  in  conclncaonn, 
Ben  no-thing  lyk,  for  turned  up  so  doun  5 
Is  al  this  world  for  mede  and  wilfulnesse. 
That  al  is  lost  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

What  maketh  this  world  to  be  so  variable. 
But  lust  that  folk  have  in  dissensioun  ? 
Among  vta  now  a  man  is  holde  unable,  10 
But-if  he  can,  by  som  collusioun, 
Don  his  neighbour  wrong  or  oppreesioun. 
What  causeth  this,  but  wilftil  wreoched- 

nesae, 
That  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfiutnesse  ? 


Trouthe  is  put  doun,  resoun  is  holden 
fable ;  15 

Yertu  hath  now  no  dominacioun, 

Pitee  exyled,  no  man  is  merciable. 

Through  oovetyse  is  blent  diserecioun  ; 

The  world  hath  mad  a  permutaoioun 

Fro  right  to  wrong,  fro  trouthe  to  fikel- 
nesse,  ao 

That  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

Lenvoy  to  King  Richard. 
O  prince,  desyre  to  bo  honourable, 
Cherish  thy  folk  and  hate  extorcioun  ! 
Suffre  no  thing,  that  may  be  reprevable 
To  thyn  estat,  don  in  thy  regioun.         25 
Shew  forth  thy  swerd  of  castigacioun, 
Dred  God,  do  law,  love  trouthe  and  worthi- 
nesse,  27 

And  wed  thy  folk  ogein  to  stedfastnesse. 


ExplieU. 


XVL     LENVOY  DE  CHAUCER  A  SCOGAN. 


To-BuncBv  been  the  statute  hye  in  hevene 
That  creat  were  eternally  to  dure, 
Sith  that  I  see  the  brighte  goddes  sevene 
How  wepe  and  wayle,  and  passioun  en- 
dure, 
As  may  in  erthe  a  mortal  creature.  5 
Alias,  fro  whennes  may  this  thing  pro- 

eede? 
Of  whiche  erronr  I  dejre  almost  for  drede. 


By  worde  eteme  whylom  was  hit  shape 
That  fro  the  fifte  cercle,  in  no  manere, 
Ne  mighte   a  drope  of   teres  doun   es- 
cape. 10 
But  now  so  wepeth  Venua  in  hir  spere. 
That  with  hir  teres  she  wol  drenche  us 

here. 
Alias,  Soogan  !  this  is  for  thyn  offence ! 
Thou  caosest  this  deluge  of  pestilence^ 
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Hast  thou  not  Beyd,  in  bUmpheme  of  this 

goddes,  15 

Through  pryde,  or  through    thy  grete 

rakelnesse, 
Swich  thing  as  in  the  lawe  of  lore  for- 

hodeis? 
That,  for  thy  hwiy  saw  nat  thy  distreasef 
Thetfor  thou  yave  hir  up  at  Michelnxesae ! 
Alias,  Scogan !  of  olde  folk  ne  yonge     ao 
Was  never  erst  Scogan  blamed  for  his 

tonge! 

Thou  drowe  in  scorn  Cupyde  eek  to  record 
Of  thiiko  rebel  word  that  thou  hast  spoken, 
For  which  he  wol  no  longer  be  thy  lord. 
And,  Scogan,  thogh  his  bowe  be  nat 
broken,  as 

He  wol  nat  with  his  arwes  been  y-wroken 
On  thee,  ne  me,  ne  noon  of  our  figure  ; 
We  shul  of  him  have  neyther  hurt  ne  cu  re. 

Now  oertes,  frend,  I  drede  of  thyn  un- 
happe. 

Lest  for  thy  gilt  the  wreohe  of  Love  pro- 
cede  30 

On  alle  hem  that  ben  hore  and  rounde  of 
shape, 


That  ben  so  lykly  folk  in  love  to  spede. 
Than  shul  we  for  our  labour  ban  no  mede ; 
But  wel  I  wot,  thou  wilt  answare  and  mye: 
'  Lo !  olde  Grisel  list  to  xyme  and  pl^ye ! ' 

Nay,  Scogan,  sey  not  so,  for  I  m'exouse,  36 
God  help  me  so  !  in  no  rym,  doutelees, 
Ke  thinke  I  never  of  slope  wak  my  muse. 
That  rusteth  in  my  shethe  stille  in  pee& 
Whyl  I  was  yong,  I  putte  hir  forth  in 
prees,  40 

But  al  shal  passe  that  men  prose  or  lyme ; 
Take  evezy  man  his  turn,  as  for  his  tyme. 

Envoy. 

Scogan,  that  knelest  at  the  stremes  heed  ^ 
Of  grace,  of  alle  honour  and  worthinesse. 
In  th*ende  of  which  streme  *  I  am  dul  as 
,deed,  45 

Foigete  in  solitarie  wildemesae ; 
Yet,  Scogan,  thenke  on  Tullius  kinde- 

nesse, 
Minne  thy  frend,  ther  it  may  fmctifye  ! 
Far-wel,  and  lok  thou  never  eft  Love 
dei^e !  49 


1  L  e.  Windeaore. 


*  I.e.6reiiewidh. 


XVn.     LENVOY  DE  CHAUCER  A  BUKTON. 


The  counaeU  of  Chancer  touctiing 
Mariage,  which  was  aent  to  Bukton. 

Hy  maister  Bukton,  whan  of  Criste  our 

kinge 
Was  axed,  what  is  txouthe  or  sothfast- 

uesse. 
He  nat  a  word  answerde  to  that  axinge, 
As  who  saith :    *  no  man  is  al  trewe,' 

I  gesse. 
And  therfor,  thogh  I  highte  to  expresse 
The  sorwe  and  wo  that  is  in  mariage,     6 
I  dar  not  wryte  of  hit  no  wikkednesse. 
Lest  I  my-self  falle  eft  in  swich  dotage. 

I  wol  nat  sejm,  how  that  hit  is  the  cheyno 
Of  Sathanas,  on  which  he  gnaweth  ever,  10 


But  I  dar  aeyn^  were  ho  out  of  his  peyne. 
As  by  his  wills,  he  wolde  be  bonnde 

never. 
But  thilke  doted  fool  that  eft  hath  lever 
Y-cheyned  be  than  out  of  prisoun  crepe, 
Oodlete  him  never  fro  his  wo  dissever,  15 
Ne  no  man  him  bewayle,  though  he  wepe. 

But  yit,  lest  thou  do  worse,  tak  a  wyf ; 
Bet  is  to  wedde,  than  brenne  in  worse 

wyse. 
But  thou  shalt  have  sorwe  on  thy  flesh, 

thylyf. 
And  been  thy  wyves  thral,  as  seyn  these 

wyse;  ao 

And  if  that  holy  writ  may  nat  sufiyse, 
Experience  shal  thee  teche,  so  m«y  happe. 
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That  thee  were  leTor  to  be  take  in  Fiyse 
Than  eft  to  falle  of  wedding  in  the  trsppe. 

Envoy. 
This  litel  writ,  proyerbes,  or  flgnre        25 
I  sende  yon,  tak  kepe  of  hit,  I  rede  : 


Unwys  ig  he  that  oan  no  wele  endure. 
If  thoQ  be  Biker,  pat  thee  nat  in  drede. 
The  Wyf  of  Bathe  I  pray  you  that  ye  rede 
Of  thi«  matere  that  we  have  on  honda  30 
Qod  grannte  yon  yonr  lyf  frely  to  lede 
Infredom;  for  fal  hard  is  to  be  bonde. 


SxplidL 


xvm.    THE  COMPLEYNT   OP  VENUS. 


I.    (The  Lover'i  wtraUtua.) 

Taxa  nis  lo  hy  oomfort  to  my  pleeannce, 
Whan  that  I  am  in  any  hevineafle, 
As  for  to  have  le jser  of  remembraonce 
Upon  the  manhod  and  the  worthinesse, 
Upon  the  tronthe,  and  on  the  stedfastnease 
OfhimwhoelamaljWhyllmay dare;  6 
Ther  og^te  bhune  me  no  creatoie, 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

In  him  is  bonnteOf  wisdom,  govemaanoe 
Wei  more  then  anymannes  wit  oan  gesse; 
¥qt  grace  'hath  wold  so   ferforth  him 
avannce  11 

That  of  knighthode  he  is  parflt  richesse. 
Honoor  honooreth  him  for  his  noblesse ; 
Therto  so  wel  hath  formed  him  Natore, 
That  I  am  his  for  ever,  I  him  assore,      15 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

And  not-withstanding  al  his  safflsannce, 
His  gentil  herte  is  of  so  greet  homblesse 
To  me  in  worde,  in  werke,  in  contenaonce, 
And  me  to  serve  is  al  his  besinesse,  ao 
That  I  am  set  in  verrey  sikemesse. 
Tfaas  oghte  I  blesse  wel  myn  aventnre, 
Sith  that  him  list  me  serven  and  honoore ; 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

ZI.    (DkjtUeluds  caused  hy  Jedlougy.) 

Now  oertes.  Love,  hit  is  right  covenable 
That  men  fol  dere  bye  thy  noble  thing,  06 
As  wake  a-bedde,  and  fasten  at  the  table, 
Weping  to  laoghe,  and  singe  in  com- 

pleyning, 
And  doan  to  caste  visage  and  loking, 


Offcento  ohaangen  hewe  and  contenaonce, 
fFleyne  in  sloping,  and  dremen  at  the 
dannce,  31 

Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling. 

Jalonsye  be  hanged  by  a  cable  ! 
She  wolde  al  knowe  throagh  hir  espying ; 
Ther  doth  no  wight  no-thing  so  resonable. 
That  al  nis  harm  in  hir  imagening.       36 
Thas  dere  aboaght  is  lovfi,  in  yeving, 
Which  ofte  he  yiveth  with-oate  ordin- 

annce, 
As  sorow  ynogh,  and  litel  of  plesaonce, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling.  41) 

A  litel  tyme  his  yifb  is  agreable, 
Bat  All  enoomberons  is  the  using ; 
For  sotel  Jalonsye,  the  deceyvable,' 
Fal  often-tyme  canseth  destoarbing. 
Thos  be  we  ever  in  drede  and  soffering, 
In  nooncerteyn  we  langoisshe  in   pen- 

aonce,  46 

And  han  fril  often  many  an  hard  mes- 

ohannoe, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling. 

IIL    (SaUtf action  in  Condancy,) 

Bat  oertes,  Love,  I  sey  nat  in  sach  wyse 
That  for  t'escape  oat  of  yoar  lace  I  mente ; 
For  I  so  longe  have  been  in  yonrservyse  51 
That  for  to  lete  of  wol  I  never  assente  ; 
No  force  thogh  Jalonsye  me  tormente  ; 
Saffyceth  me  to  see  him  whan  I  may,    54 
And  therfore  certes,  to  myn  ending-day 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 

And  certes.  Love,  whan  I  me  wel  avyse 
On  any  estat  that  man  may  represente, 
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Than  have  ye  maked  me,  throng  your 

ftanchyse, 
Che«e  the  best  that  ever  on  erthe  wente. 
Jfow  love  wel,  herte,  and  look  thon  never 

stente ;  6i 

And  let  the  jelons  patte  hit  in  assay 
That,  for  no  peyne  wol  I  nat  sey  nay ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 

Herte,  to  thee  hit  o^ht«  y-nogh  saffyse  65 
That  Love  so  hy  a  f^aoe  to  thee  sente, 
To  chese  the  worthiest  in  alle  vryse 
And  most  agreable  nnto  myn  entente. 
Seche  no  ferther,  neyther  wey  ne  wente, 
Sith  I  have  snfBsaonce  nnto  my  pay.     70 
Thns  wol  I  ende  this  oompleynt  or  lay ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 


Lenvoy. 

Princess,   reoeyveth  this    oomplpynt  in 

gree, 
Unto  your  excellent  benignitee 

Direct  after  my  litel  soffisaance.         75 
For  eld,  that  in  my  spirit  dnlleth  me, 
Hath  of  endyting  al  the  soteltee 

Wei   ny  bereft    out   of   my   remem- 

brannoe; 
And  eek  to  me  hit  is  a  greet  pen- 
aimoe, 
Sith  lym  in  English  hath  swich  soarsitee. 
To  folowe  word  by  word  the  on^riositee  Hi 
Of  Grannson,  flour  of  hem  that  make 
in  IVaanoe. 


XIX.    THE  COMPLEINT  OP  CHAUCER  TO  HIS 
EMPTY  PURSE. 


To  yon,  my  purso,  and  to  non  other  wight 
Compleyne  I,  for  ye  be  my  lady  dore  ! 
I  am  so  sory,  now  that  ye  be  light ; 
For  cartes,  but  yc  make  me  hevy  chere. 
Me  were  as  leef  be  leyd  up-on  my  here  ;  5 
For  whiche  un-to  your  mercy  thus  I  crye : 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye ! 

Now  voucheth  sauf  this  day,  or  hit  be 

night, 
That  I  of  you  the  blisful  soun  may  here. 
Or  see  your  colour  lyk  the  sonne  bright, 
That  of  yelownesse  hadde  never  pere.    1 1 
Ye  be  my  lyf,  ye  be  myn  hertes  stere, 
Queue  of  comfort  and  of  good  companye : 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye  ! 


Now  purs,  that  be  to  me  my  lyves  light,  15 
And  saveoor,  as  doun  in  this  worlde  here. 
Out  of  this  tonne  help  me  through  your 

might. 
Sin  tliat  ye  wole  nat  been  my  tresorere ; 
For  I  am  shave  as  nye  as  any  frere. 
But  yit  I  pray  un-to  your  curte^e  :       ai> 
Beth  hevy  agejm,  or  elles  mot  I  dye ! 

Lenvoy  de  Chancer. 

O  conquerour  of  Brutes  Albioun  I 
Which  that  hy  lyne  and  free  eleocionn 
Ben  verray  king,  this  song  to  yom  I  sende ; 
And  ye,  that  mowen  al  our  harm  amende. 
Have  minde  up-on  my  supplicaoioun  !  a6 


XX.      PROVEEBS. 


Proverbe  of  Chancer. 


I. 


What  shul  thise  clothes  fmany-fold, 
Lo  !  this  hote  somers  day  ? — 

After  greet  heet  cometh  cold  ; 
No  man  caste  his  pilche  away. 


II. 


Of  al  this  world  the  wyde  oompaa 
Hit  wol  not  in  myn  armes  tweyne.- 

Who-so  mochel  wol  embrace 
litel  therof  he  shal  distreyne. 
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APPENDIX. 


[ThefoUowUig  Poema  are  also  probaibly  genuine ;  hut  are  placed  here 
for  lack  of  external  evidence,] 


XXI.     AGAINST  WOMEN  UNCONSTANT. 


Bddade. 

Mju>ams,  for  your  newe-fimgelnease, 
Hany  a  servaont  have  ye  put  out  of  grace, 
I  take  my  leva  of  yonr  iinBtedfastnesse, 
For  wel  I  -wot,  whyl  ye  have  lyves  space, 
Ye  can  not  love  foX  half  yeer  in  a  place  ;  5 
To  newe  thing  yonr  Inst  is  ever  kene ; 
In  stedo  of  blew,  thoii  may  ye  were  al 
grene. 

Bight  as  a  mironr  nothing  may  enpresso, 
But,  l^(ht]y  as  it  cometh,  so  mot  it  pace, 
So  &reth  your  love,  your  werkes  bereth 


Ther  is  no  feith  that  may  your  herte  en- 
braoe; 


But,  as  a  wedercok,  that  tumeth  his  face 
With  every  wind,  ye  fare,  and  that  is 

Bene; 
In  stede  of  blew,  thus  may  ye  were  al 

grene. 

Ye  might  be  shryned,  for  your  brotelnesse, 
Bet  than  Dalyda,  Creseide  or  Oandace ;  16 
For  ever  in  chaonging  i-stant  your  siker- 

nesae, 
That  tache  may  no  wight  fro  your  herte 

araoe; 
If  ye  lese  oon,  ye  can  wel  tweyn  purchtico  ; 
Al  light  for  somer,  ye  woot  wel  what  I 

mene,  20 

In  stede  of  blew,  thus  may  ye  were  al 

grene. 


Eoeplieit 


XXII.     AN   AMOROUS  OOMPLEINT. 
DAMOURS.) 


(COMPLEINT 


An  amorcma  Compleint,  made  at 

Windsor. 

I,    WHICH     that     am    the    sorwefullesto 


That  in  this  world  was  ever  yit  llvinge. 
And  leeat  reooverer  of  hin>selven  can, 
Begin  ne  fthns  my  deedly  compleininge 
On  hir,  that  may  to  lyf  and  deeth  me 
bringe,  5 


Which  hath  on  me  no  mercy  ne  no  rewtho 
That  love  hir  best,  but  sleeth  me  for  my 
trewthe. 

Gan  I  noght  doon  ne  seye  that  may  yow 

lyke, 
fFor  certes,  now,  alias!  alias !  the  whyle! 
Your  plesaunce  is  to  laughen  whan  I 

Syke,  lu 

And  thus  ye  me  from  al  my  blisse  exyle, 
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Ye  lian  me  cast  in  thilke  spitoos  yle 
Ther  never  man  on  lyve  mighte  asierte  ; 
This  have  I  for  I  lov6  yon,  swete  herte ! 

Sooth  iSf  that  wel  I  woot,  hy  lyklineBse, 
If  that  it  were  thing  possible  to  do         i6 
T'aoompte  youre  bentee  and  goodnesse, 
I  have  no  wonder  thogh  ye  do  me  wo  ; 
Sith  I,  th'Tinworthiestthatmayiyde  or  go, 
Dnrste  ever  thinken  in  so  hy  a  place,    ao 
What  wonder  is,  thogh  ye  do  me  no  grace? 

Alias !  thns  is  my  lyf  brought  to  an  ende, 
My  deeth,  I  see,  is  my  oAndnsioun  ; 
I  may  wel  singe,  *  in  sory  tyme  I  spende 
My  lyf ; '  that  song  may  have  oonfrisioTui ! 
For  mercy,  pitee,  and  deep  affecoioon,  a6 
I  sey  for  me,  for  al  my  deedly  ohere, 
Alle  thise  diden,  in  that,  me  love  yow  dere. 

And  in  this  wyse  and  in  dispayre  I  live 
In  lov6 ;  nay,  bat  in  dispayre  I  dye !     30 
But  shal  I  thus  [to]  yow  my  deeth  foi^give, 
That  causeles  doth  me  this  sorow  diye  ? 
Ye,  certes,  I !  For  she  of  my  folye 
Hath  nought  to  done,  although  she  do  me 

sterve; 
Hit  is  nat  with  hir  wil  that  I  hir  servo !  35 

Thau  sith  I  am  of  mj  sorowe  the  cause 
And  sith  that  I  have  this,  withoute  hir 

reed, 
Than  may  I  seyn,  right  shortly  in  a  clause, 
It  is  no  blame  unto  hir  womanheed 
Though  swich  a  wrecohe  as  I  be  for  hir 

deed ;  40 

[And]  yet  alwey  two  thinges  doon  me  dye. 
That  is  to  seyn,  hir  beutee  and  myn  yd. 

So  that,  algates,  she  is  the  verray  rote 
Of  my  disese,  and  of  my  dethe  also ; 
For  with  oon  word  she  mighte  be  my  bote. 
If  that  she  vouched  sauf  for  to  do  so.     46 
But  [why]  than  is  hir  gladnesse  at  my  wo  ? 
It  is  hir  wone  plesaunoe  for  to  take. 
To  seen  hir  servaunts  dyen  for  hir  sake  I 

But  certes,  than  is  al  my  wonderinge,  50 
Sithen  she  is  the  fayrest  creature 
As  to  my  dome,  that  ever  was  livinge, 
The  benignest  and  beste  eek  that  natnre 
Hath  wrought  or  shal,  whyl  that  the 
world  may  dure, 


Why  that  she  lefie  pite  so  behinde  ?  55 
It  was,  y-wis,  a  greet  defaute  in  kinde. 

Yit  is  al  this  no  lak  to  hir,  pardee, 
But  god  or  nature  sore  wolde  I  blame ; 
For,  though  she  shewe  no  pite  unto  me, 
Sithen  that  she  doth  others  men  the  same, 
I  ne  oughte  to  despyse  my  ladies  game ;  61 
It  is  hir  pley  to  laughen  whan  men  syketh. 
And  I  aasente,  al  that  hir  list  and  lyketh ! 

Yit  wolde  I,  as  I  dar,  with  sorweftil  hert4> 
Biseche  un-to  your  meke  womanhede  65 
That  I  now    dorste  my  shazpe  sorwes 

smerte 
Shewe  by  worde,  that  ye  wolde  ones  redo 
The  pleynte  of  me,  the  which  ful  sore 

drede 
That  I  have  seid  here,  through  myn  un- 

conninge, 
In  any  worde  to  your  displesinge.  71  > 

liothest  of  anything  that  ever  was  loth 
Were  me,  as  wisly  god  my  soule  save  ! 
To  seyn  a  thing  through  which  ye  might 

be  wroth ; 
And,  to  that  day  that  I  be  leyd  in  grave, 
A  trewer  servaunt  shulle  ye  never  have  ; 
And,  though  that  I  on  yow  have  pleyned 

here,  7^ 

Forgiveth  it  me,  myn  owne  lady  dere ! 

Ever  have  I  been,  and  shal,  how-so    I 

wende, 
Outher  to  live  or  dye,  your  humble  trewe : 
Ye  been  to  me  my  ginning  and  myn  ende. 
Sonne  of  the  sterre  bright  and  dere  of 

hewe,  Ki 

Alwey  in  oon  to  love  yow  freshly  newe. 
By  god  and  by  my  trouthe,  is  myn  en  tent  e ; 
To  live  or  dye,  I  wol  it  never  ropente  ! 

This  complejmt  on  seint  Yalentynes  day. 
Whan  every  foul  [ther]  chesen  shal  hiK 

make,  K<s 

To  hir,  whos  I  am  hool,  and  shal  alwey. 
This  woful  song  and  this  compleynt  I 

make, 
That  never  jdt  wolde  me  to  mercy  take  ; 
And  3dt  wol  I  [for]  evermore  her  serve  t)o 
And  love  hir  best,  although  she  do  me 

sterve. 
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XXIIL    A  BALADE  OP  COMPLEYNT. 

[Tldt  U  added  as  being  a  good  txampU  of  a  Compleynt  in  Chauoer's  ttiyU,] 


(joimjxrwM  ne  oonde,  ne  might  myn  herte 


My  peynM  hidve,  ne  what  torment  I  have, 
Tlioagli  that  I  sholde  in  your  preBenoe 

ben  ever, 
My  hertes  lady,  as  wisly  he  me  save 
That  boontee  made,  and  bentee  list  to 

grave  5 

Inyoor  pezsone,  and  bad  hem  bothe  infeze 
Ever  t'awi^yte,  and  ay  be  wher  ye  were. 

As  wisly  he  gye  alle  my  joyes  here 
Aslamyoores,  andtoyowsadandtrewe, 
And  ye,  my  lyf  and  caose  of  my  good 
clitte,  10 


And  deeth  also,  whan  ye  my  peynes  newe, 
My  worldes  joye,  whom  I  wol  serve  and 

sewe, 
My  heven  hool,  and  al  my  snflBsannce, 
Whom  for  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesannce. 

Beseohix^  yow  in  my  most  humble  wyse 
Paooepte  in  worth  this  litel  povre  djrte,  16 
And  for  my  troathe  my  service  nat  de- 

spyse, 
Myn  observannce  eek  have  nat  in  despyte, 
Ne  yit  to  long  to  soflren  in  this  plyte ; 
I  yow  beseche,  myn  hertes  lady,  here,  ao 
Sith  I  yow  serve,  and  so  wU  yeer  by 

yere. 


XXIV.     yrOMANLY  NOBLESSE. 

[This  genuine  poem  was  first  printsd  in  June,  1894.} 


Balade  that  Cbancter  made. 
So  hath  my  herte  caught  in  rdmembraunce 
Your  beanti  hool,  and  stedfiwt  govern- 


Tour  vertues  all^  and  your  hy  noblesse, 

That  70a  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesaunoe ; 

So  wel  me  lykth  your  womanly  oonten- 

annee,  5 

Yonr  firenhe  fetures  and  your  com- 

lincsse, 
Thai,  whyl  I  live,  my  herte  to  his 


Tea  hath  fol  chose,  in  trewpezs^varaunoe, 
Never  to  chaonge,  for  no  manor  dia- 


And    sith    I    [you]    shal    do    this    ob- 


Al  my  lyf,  withouten  displesaunoe, 

You  for  to  serve  with  al  mj  besinesse, 
^lUceth  me,  lady,  in  your  obeisaunoe] 
And  have  me  somwhat  in  your  souven- 


Xywcyftilhertesuffreth  greet  duresse;  15 
And   [loke]  how  humb][el]y,  with   al 


My  wil  I  odnforme  to  yonr  ordenaunoe. 
As  yon  best  list,  my  peynes  f  to  redressa 

Ck>nsidring  eek  how  I  hange  in  balaunce 

In    3^nr    servyci;    swioh,   lol    is    my 

ohaunce,  29 

Abyding  grace,  whan  that  your  gentil- 


Of  my  gret  wo  list  doon  allegeaunce. 
And  with  your  pit6  me  som  wyse  avaunoe, 

In  ful  rebating  of  my  hevinesse ; 

And  think  fresdun,  that  wommanly 
noblesse  25 

Shnld  nat  desyre  ffor  to  doon  outranoe 

Ther^asshe  findeth  noon  unbummnesse. 

Leavoye.  ^ 

Auotour  of  norture,  lady  of  plesaunce, 

Soveraine  of  beauts,  flour  of  womman- 

hede. 

Take  ye  non  hede  unto  myn  Ignoraunoe,  30 

But  this  receyveth  of  your  goodlihede, 

Thinking   that   I  have    caught   in   re- 

membraunoe 
Your  beauts  hod,  your  stedfast  govem- 
annoe. 
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BOOK    I. 


Metre  I.     Carmina  qui  quondam  studio 
Jlorente  peregi. 

Allas  !  I,  weping,  am  construned  to 
biginnen  vers  of  sorowfU  matere,  that 
whylom  in  florisching  studle  made  delit- 
able  ditees.     For  lo !  rendin^^  Mnses  of 

5  poebes  endyten  to  me  thinges  to  be 
writen  ;  and  drery  vers  of  wreochednesse 
weten  my  face  with  verray  teres.  At 
the  leeste,  no  drede  ne  mighte  over- 
oomea  tho  Mnses,  that  they  no  weren 

lo  felawes,  and  folweden  my  wey,  that  is 
to  seyuy  idhan  I  was  exyled ;  they  that 
weren  glorie  of  my  youthe,  whylom  wele- 
tol  and  grene,  comforten  now  the  sorow- 
taX  werdes  of  me,  olde  man.    For  elde 

15  is  comen  nnwarly  npon  me,  hasted  by 
the  harmes  that  I  have,  and  sorow  hath 
comannded  his  age  to  be  in  me.  Heres 
hore  ben  shad  overtymeliohe  npon  myn 
heved,  and  the  slake  skin  trembleth  npon 

ao  myn  empted  body.  Thilke  deeth  of  men 
is  welefal  that  ne  oometh  not  in  yeres 
that  ben  swete,  bnt  cometh  to  wrecches, 
often  y-cleped.  Alias !  alias !  with  how 
deef  an  ere  deeth,  cruel,  tometh  aw^ 

95  fro  wrecches,  and  nait^th  to  closen 
wepinge  eyen !  Whyl  Fortune,  unfeith- 
ftil,  favorede  me  with  lighte  goodes,  the 
sorowfol  houre,  that  is  to  «eyn,  the  deeth, 
hadde  almost  dreynt  myn  heved.    But 

yt  now,  for  Fortune  cloudy  hath  chaunged 


hir  deoeyvable  chere  to  me-ward,  myn 
unpitous  lyf  draweth  a-long  unagreable 
dwellinges  in  me.  O  ye,  my  frendee,  what 
or  whertqavauntede  ye  me  to  ben  weleful? 
for  he  that  hath  fiUlen  stood  nat  in  55 
stedefkst  degree. 

Pbose  I    See  dum  mscum  taeitus  ipse 
reputarem, 

Whyle  that  I  stille  reocrdede  thise 
thinges  with  my-self,  and  markede  my 
weeply  oompleynte  with  office  of  i>oxntel, 
I  saw,  stondinge  aboven  the  heighte  of 
myn  heved,  a  woman  of  Ail  greet  re-  5 
verence  by  semblaunt,  hir  eyen  taren- 
ninge  and  deer-seinge  over  the  comane 
might  of  men  ;  with  a  lyfly  ooloor,  and 
with  Bwich  vigour  and  strengthe  that  it 
ne  mighte  nat  ben  empted;  al  were  it  10 
so  that  she  was  tal  of  so  greet  age,  that 
men  ne  wolde  nat  trowen,  in  no  manere, 
that  she  were  of  oure  elde.  The  stature 
of  hir  was  of  a  doutous  jngement ;  for 
som-tyme  she  oonstreinede  and  shronk  15 
hir^elven  lyk  to  the  comune  mesure  of 
men,  and  sum-tyme  it  semede  that  she 
touohede  the  hevene  with  the  heighte  of 
hir  heved ;  and  whan  she  heef  hir  heved 
hyer,  she  percede  the  selve  hevene,  so  ao 
that  the  sighte  of  men  looking  was  in 
ydeL  Hir  clothes  weren  maked  of  right 
delye  thredes  and  subtil  crafte,  of  per- 
durable matere  ;  the  whiohe  clothes  she 
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-5  hadde  woven  with  hir  owene  hondes,  as 
I  knew  wel  after  by  hir-self,  declaringe 
and  shewinge  to  me  the  beantee;  the 
whiohe  clothes  a  derknesse  of  a  forleten 
and  disposed  elde  hadde   dusked   and 

viiderked,  as  it  is  wont  to  derken  bi- 
smokede  imagesi  In  the  nethereste 
hem  or  bordnze  of  thise  clothes  men 
redden,  y-woven  in,  a  Orekissh  P,  that 
tign(fifeeh  the  l%fActifi  and  aboven  that 

^5  lettre,  in  the  heyeste  bordnre,  a  Orekissh 
T,  thai  tiqwifyeOk  the  lyf  OofOempUttif. 
And  bi-twizen  these  two  lettres  ther 
weien  seyn  depnees,  nobly  y-wroght  in 
manere  of  laddres ;   by  whiohe  degrees 

4ii  men  mig:hten  climben  fro  the  nethereste 
lettreto  thenppereete.  Katheles,  handes 
cKf  eome  men  hadde  corren  that  cloth 
by  Tiolenoe  and  by  strengthe ;  and 
evcriehe  man  of  hem  hadde  bom  awey 

45  swi^e  peoes  as  he  mighte  geten.  And 
ibrsothe,  this  forseide  woman  bar  smale 
bokes  in  hir  right  hand,  and  in  hir  left 
hand  she  bar  a  ceptre.  And  whan  she 
say  thise  poetical  Mtuesaprochen  abonte 

5i>  my  bed,  and  endytinge  wordes  to  my 
weptnges,  she  was  a  litel  amoyed,  and 
glowede  with  emel  eyen.  '  Who/  quod 
she,  'hath  Bnttred  aproehen  to  this  syke 
man  thise  comnne  strompetes  of  swieh 

£5  a  i^aoe  that  men  depen  the  theatre  f 
The  whiehe  nat  only  no  asswagen  nat 
hise  sorwes  with  none  remedies,  bnt  th^ 
wolden  feden  and  norisshen  hem  with 
swete  renitti.     Forsoihe,  thise  ben  tho 

^  that  with  themes  and  prikkinges  of 
talents  cir  affeeclonns,  whiehe  that  ne 
ben  no-thing  ibdoteiyinge  nor  profitable, 
dcstroyen  the  oom  plentevoiu  of  Amites 
of  resoon ;  for  they  holden  the  hertes 

05  of  men  in  usage,  but  th«y  ne  delivere 
nat  folk  fro  maladye.  But  if  ye  Mnses 
^H^'f  withdrawen  fro  me,  with  your 
fbiteryee,  any  nnonnninge  and  unprofit- 
able man,  as  men  ben  wont  to  finde 

7-'  oomonly  amonges  the  poeple,  I  wolde 
wene  saffre  the  hiMe  greToosly ;  foz^why, 
in  swiehe  an  unprofitable  man,  myn 
ententes  ne  weren  nothing  endamaged. 
But  ye  withdrawen  ffrom  me  this  man, 

7^  that  hath  be  norisshed  in  the  studies  or 


8o<des  of  Eleatiois  and  of  Achademicis  in 
Orece,  But  goth  now  rather  awey,  ye 
memuiidenes,  whiohe  that  ben  swete  til 
it  be  at  the  lasts,  and  snffreth  this  man 
to  be  cured  and  heled  by  myne  Huses,'  &> 
that  U  to  myn,  by  note/M  sdenese.  And 
thus  this  compansre  of  Muses  y-blamed 
oasten  wrothly  the  chere  dounward  to 
the  erthe;  and,  shewinge  by  reednesse 
hir  shame^  they  passeden  sorowAiUy  the  85 
throshfold.  And  I,  of  whom  the  sights, 
plonnged  in  teres,  was  derked  so  that 
I  ne  mighto  not  knowen  what  that 
womman  was,  of  so  imperial  auctoritee, 
I  wex  al  abaisshed  and  astoned,  and  caste  9^* 
my  sighte  donn  to  the  erthe,  and  bigan 
stille  for  to  abyde  what  she  wolde  don 
afterward.  Tho  oom  she  ner,  and  sette 
hir  doun  up-on  the  uttereste  comer  of 
my  bed ;  and  she,  biholdinge  my  chere,  95 
that  was  oast  to  the  erthe,  hevy  and 
grevouB  of  wepinge,  compleinede,  with 
thise  wordes  that  I  shal  seyen,  the  per- 
turbacioun  of  my  thought. 

Mjctbb  IL    lieu  quam  predpiti  merM 
projundo, 

*  Alias !  how  the  thought  of  man,  dreint 
in  over-throwinge  deepnesse,  dulleth,  and 
forleteth  his  propre  cleemesse,  mintinge 
to  goon  in-to  foreine  dcrkneeses,  as  ofke 
as  his  anoyous  bisinesse  wexeth  with-  5 
cute  mesure,  that  is  driven  to  and  fro 
with  worldly  windes  I  This  man,  that 
whylom  was  free,  to  whom  the  hevene 
was  open  and  knowen,  and  was  wont 
to.goou  in  heveneliche  pathes,  and  saugh  10 
the  lightnesse  of  the  rede  sonne,  and 
saugh  the  sterres  of  the  colde  mone,  and 
whiehe  sterre  in  hevene  useth  wandering 
recourses,  y-fiit  by  dyverse  speres — ^this 
man,  overoomer,  hadde  comprehended  15 
al  this  by  noumbre  ofacountinge  in  attro- 
fumye.  And  over  this,  he  was  wont  to 
seken  the  causes  whennes  the  souning 
windes  moeven  and  bisien  the  smothe 
water  of  the  see;  and  what  spirit  tometh  to 
the  stable  hevene ;  and  why  the  storre 
aiyseth  out  of  the  rede  ecst,  to  fallen  in 
the  westreno  wawcs  ;  and  what  atempreth 
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the   Ivmty  hoores  of  the    flxste   flomer 

35  Besoun,  that  highteth  and  apparaileth 

the  erl^e  with  rosene  flowree ;  and  who 

maketh  that  plenteyouae  autompne,  in 

fnlle  yeres,  fleteth   with   hevy   grapes. 

And  eek  this  man  was  wont  to  telle  the 

30  dsrverse   oanses   of  nature   that  weren 

y-hidde.    Alias  !  now  lyeth  he  empted  of 

light  of  his  thought ;  and  his  nekke  is 

pressed  with  hevy  oheynes ;  and  bereth 

his  ohere  enolyned  adoon  for  the  grete 

55  weighte,  and  is  oonstreined  to  looken  on 

the  fool  erthe  I 


Pbobs  n.    Set  medidnct  inquit,  tompus 
eat. 

Bat  tyme  is  now,'  quod  she,  '  of  medi- 
cine more  than  of  oompleinte.'  Forsothe 
than  she,  entendinge  to  me-ward  with 
alle  the  lookinge  of  hir  eyen,  seide : — *  Art 
5  nat  thou  he,*  qnod  she,  *  that  whylom 
y.norisshed  with  my  milk,  and  fostered 
with  myne  metes,  were  escaped  and 
oomen  to  oorage  of  a  parfit  man  ?  Gertes, 
I  3ruf  thee  swiche  armares  that,  yif  thou 

10  thy-self  ne  haddest  first  cast  hem  a-w^, 
they  shnlden  han  defended  thee  in  siker- 
nesse  that  may  nat  ben  over-comen. 
Knowest  thon  me  nat?  Why  art  thou 
stille  ?    Is  it  for  shame  or  for  astoninge  ? 

15  It  were  me  lever  that  it  were  for  shame ; 
bnt  it  semeth  me  that  astoninge  hath 
oppressed  thee.'  And  whan  she  say  me 
nat  only  stille,  bat  with-oaten  office  of 
tonge  and  al  doamb,  she  leide  hir  hand 

ao  softely  apon  my  brest,  and  seide :  *  Here 
nis  no  peril,' qnod  she ;  '  he  is  MLen  into 
a  litargie,  whiohe  that  is  a  oomone 
aykenes  to  hertes  that  ben  deoeiTed.  He 
hath  a  litel  foryeten  him-self,  bat  oertes 

as  he  shal  lightly  remembren  him-sell^  yif 
so  be  that  he  hath  knowen  me  or  now ; 
and  that  he  may  so  don,  I  wil  wypen 
a  litel  his  eyen,  that  ben  derked  by  the 
oloade  of  mortal  thingos.'    Thise  wordes 

jo  seide  she,  and  with  the  lappe  of  hir  gar- 
ment, y-plyted  in  a  froonce,  she  dryede 
myn  eyen,  that  weren  AiUe  of  the  wawes 
of  my  wepingei. 


MxTSB  HL     Tunc  me  diecuua  Uquerttnt 
nocte  tenebre, 

Thos,  whan  that  night  was  disoaased 
and  chased  a-wey,  derknesses  forleften 
me,  and  to  myn  eyen  repeizede  ayein  hir 
firste  strengthe.  And,  right  by  ensaomple 
as  the  Sonne  is  hid  whan  the  stexres  ben  5 
dostred  (that  it  to  eei/n,  whan  aterrea  ben 
covered  with  doudee)  by  a  swifte  winde 
that  highte  Ghoros,  and  that  the  firma- 
ment stant  derked  by  wete  ploangy 
doades,  and  that  the  sterres  nat  apperen  10 
ap-on  hevene,  so  that  the  night  semeth 
sprad  ap-on  erthe :  yif  thanne  the  wind 
that  highte  Borias,  y-sent  oat  of  the  oavea 
of  the  oontree  of  Tracei  beteth  this  night 
{that  i$  to  aei/n,  chaeeth  it  a-wey\  and  15 
desoovereth  the  dosed  day :  than  shyneth 
Fhebas  y^shaken  with  sodein  light,  and 
smyteth  with  his  hemes  in  merrelinge 
eyen. 

Fbosx  in.    Baud  dUter  tritUeU  nebuUe 
diaeotuUi, 

Bight  so,  and  non  other  wyse,  the 
doades  of  sorwe  dissdved  and  don  a-wey, 
I  took  hevene,  and  recdvede  minde  to 
knowen  the  face  of  my  fysiden ;  so  that 
I  sette  myn  eyen  on  hir,  and  &stnede  my  5 
lookinge.  I  beholde  my  norioe  Philo- 
sophic, in  whos  hoases  I  hadde  conversed 
and  haunted  fro  my  yoathe ;  and  I  sdde 
thus.  *  O  thou  maistrease  of  alle  vertaes, 
descended  from  the  soverein  sete,  why  10 
artow  comen  in-to  this  solitarie  place  of 
myn  ezil?  Artow  comen  for  thoa  art 
maked  coapaUe  with  me  of  &lse  blames  ? ' 

PhSU    *  O,'  qaod  she,  *  my  nony,  shdde 
I  forsaken  thee  now,  and  shdde  I  nat  ii| 
parten  with  thee,  by  oomone  travaale,  the 
charge  that  thoa  hast  soffred  for  enviaof 
my  name  ?   Oertes,  it  nere  not  levefiil  ne 
sitUnge  thing  to  Fhilosophie,  to  Isftan 
with-oaten  oompaaye  the  wey  of  him  tlMifr  Mf 
is  innocent.   Shdde  I  thanne  redout  my 
blame,  and  agiyaen  as  thoagb  ther-gpwe 
bifallen  a  newe  thing?  quati  diceniymm, 
¥or  trowestow  that  Philosophic  be  now 
alderflrst  assailed  in  perils  by  folk  of  3^ 
wikkede  maneres?    HavB  I  nat  striven 
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-wiUx  All  greet  itryf,  in  olde  t jme,  bifore 
tl&e  age  of  my  FUto,  ayeines  the  fooUuurdi- 
neeee  of  folye  ?   And  eek,  the  same  Plato 

pliTinge,  his  maister  Socrates  deservede 
viotorie  of  nnrightftil  deeth  in  my  pre- 
Mnoe.  The  heritage  of  which  Socrates— 
ike  heritaifB  it  to  Mm  the  doctrim  of^te 
tBkieks  Socratet  in  ki»opinioun<ifFelieUee, 

^  thai  I  eU^  we^/kihieme—whaxL  that  the 
poeple  of  EpiearianB  and  Stoioiens  and 
many  othre  enforoeden  hem  to  go  raviflehe 
everich  man  for  his  part — that  is  to  ssyn, 
that  evarich  cf  hem  toolde  dronoen  to  the 

40  d^itnee  of  Am  ojpMomn  Vhe  wndes  of 
Socratee — ^they,  as  in  partie  of  hir  pr^ye, 
to-drowem  me,  ozyinge  and  dehatinge 
ther^^yeins,  and  oorven  and  to-renten  my 
clothes  that  I  hadde  woven  with  myn 

45  handes ;  and  with  tho  dontes  that  they 
hadden  araoed  oat  of  my  clothes  th^y 
wenten  awey,  weninge  that  I  hadde  gon 
with  hem  everydeL  In  whiohe  .^pt- 
cmriem  and  Stohiena,  for  as  moohe  as  ther 

9>  aemede  some  traces  or  steppes  of  myn 
habile,  the  folye  of  men,  weninge  tho  J^ 
cmriau  and  Stoidena  my  &maleres,  per- 
Terted  (sc.  peneguendo)  some  throng  the 
erroor  of  the  wikkede   or   nncnnninge 

55  mnltitnde  of  hem.  This  is  to  seyn  thaty 
for  they  semede  phUosophrea,  they  weren 
purwned  to  the  deeth  and  slayn,  Soyifthoa 
hasi  nat  knowen  the  ezilinge  of  Anaxo- 
gore,  ne  the  enpoysoninge  of  Socrates,  ne 

60  the  toimnents  of  Zeno,  for  they  weren 
Btianngeres:  yit  mightestow  han  knowen 
the  Seneociens  and  the  Canios  and  the 
'tfioianos,  of  whiche  folk  the  renonn  is 
neither  override  ne  nnsolempne.    The 

65  whiche  men,  no-thing  elles  ne  broughte 
hem  to  the  deeth  bnt  only  for  they  weren 
aifoormed  of  myne  maneres,  and  seme- 
den  most  onlyke  to  the  studies  of  wik- 
kede folk.    And  forthy  then  onghtest  nat 

70  to  wondren  though  that  I,  in  the  bittre 
see  of  this  lyf,  be  fordriven  with  tem- 
pestes  blowinge  abonte,  in  the  whiohe 
tempestes  this  is  my  most  purpos,  that  is 
to  seyn,  to  displesen  to  wikkede  men.    Of 

75  whiche  shrewes,  al  be  the  est  never  so 
greet,  it  is  to  di^yse ;  for  it  nis  governed 
with  no  leder  of  resoon,  but  it  is  ravisshed 


only  by  fletinge  erronr  folyly  and  lightly. 
And  if  th^  som-tyme,  nuJunge  an  ost 
ayeins  us,  assails  us  as  stronger,  our  leder  &> 
draweth  to-gidere  hise  riohesses  in-to  his 
tour,  and  they  ben  ententif  aboute  sar- 
pulers  or  sachelsunprofitable  for  to  taken. 
But  we  that  ben  heye  aboven,  siker  firo 
alle  tnmulte  and  wode  noise,  wamestored  85 
and  enclosed  in  swich  a  palls,  whider  as 
that  chateringe  or  anoyinge  folye  ne  may 
nat  atayne,  we  scome  swiche  ravineres 
and  henteres  of  fouleste  thinges. 

ICsTBsIY.  Quisguis  composito  seremtseuo, 
Who-so  it  be  that  is  deer  of  vertu,  sad, 
and  wel  ordinat  of  livlnge,  that  hath  put 
under  foot  the  proude  werdes  and  looketh 
upright  up-OQ  either  fortune,  he  may 
holde  his  chore  undisoomflted.  The  rage  5 
ne  the  manaoes  of  the  see,  commoovinge 
or  chasinge  upward  hete  fro  tho  botmo, 
ne  shal  not  moeve  that  man;  ne  the 
unstable  mountaigne  that  highte  Vesovus, 
that  wxytheth  out  through  his  brokeno  to 
chiminees  smokinge  fyres.  Ne  the  wey 
of  fthondez^leyt)  that  is  wont  to  smyten 
heye  touree,  ne  shal  nat  moeve  that  man. 
Wher-to  thanne,  o  wrecches,  diede  ye 
tirauntes  that  ben  wode  and  folonous  15 
with-oute  any  strengths?  Hope  after 
no-thing,  ne  drede  nat ;  and  so  shaltow 
<i^>ffp.riiiAn  the  ire  of  ♦■'HillgA  unmighty 
tiraunt.  But  who-so  that,  quakinge, 
dredeth  or  desireth  thing  that  nis  nat  »>  \ 
stable  of  his  right,  that  man  that  so  doth 
hath  cast  awey  his  sheld  and  is  remoeved 
fh>  his  place,  and  enlaoeth  him  in  tho 
cheyne  with  the  which  he  may  ben 
drawen.  ^5 

Fboss  IY.  Sentisne,  inquU,  hec 
Felestow,'  quod  she,  *thise  thinges, 
and  entren  they  aught  in  thy  corage? 
Artow  lyke  an  asse  to  the  harpe  ?  Why 
wepestow,  why  spillestow  teres?  Yif 
thou  abydest  after  help  of  thy  leohe,  thee  5 
bihoveth  discovers  thy  wounde.'  Tho 
I,  that  hadde  gadored  strengths  in  my 
corage,  answerede  and  seide:  *And 
nodeth  it  yit,'  quod  I,  *  of  rehorsinge  or 
of  amonioionn;    and   sheweth   it   nat  10 
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y-nongh  by  him-flelf  the  ahftrpnoMe  of 
Fortune,  that  wexeth  wood  f^eins  me? 
Ne  moeveth  it  nuit  thee  to  Men  the  face 
or  the  manere  of  this  plaoe  (i.  primntn)  ? 

15  Is  this  the  librarie  -whiohe  that  thou 
haddest  ohoeen  for  a  right  certein  sete  to 
thee  in  myn  hous,  ther-as  thou  desputedest 
ofte  with  me  of  the  soienoes  of  thinges 
tonchinge  divinitee  and  tonohinge  man- 

jo  kinde  ?  Was  thanne  myn  habite  swioh 
as  it  is  now  ?  Was  than  my  face  or  my 
chore  swiohe  as  now  {qtuui  dicertt^  noM\ 
whan  I  sooghte  with  thee  secrets  of 
nature,  whan  thou  enfonnedest  my  ma- 

25  neres  and  the  reaonn  of  alle  my  lyf  to  the 
ensaomple  of  the  ordre  of  hevene  ?  Is  nat 
this  the  guerdoun  that  I  referre  to  thee, 
to  whom  I  have  be  obeisaont?  Certes, 
thou  oonfermedest,  by  the  month  of  Plato, 

ifi  this  sentence,  that  ia  to  seyn,  that  comnne 
thinges  or  oomanaUtees  weren  Uisftil,  yif 
they  that  haddon  studied  al  ftdiy  to  wis- 
dom govemeden  thilke  thinges,  or  elles 
yif  it  so  bifille  that  the  govemonres  of 

^  comunalitees  stndieden  to  geten  wisdom. 
Thon  seidest  eek,  by  the  mouth  of  the 
same  Plato,  that  it  was  a  neoessarie 
cause,  wyse  men  to  taken  and  dosire  the 
govemaunce  of  comune  thinges,  for  that 

40  the  govemements  of  oitees,  y-left  in  the 
handes  of  felonons  tormentonrs  citisenes, 
ne  sholde  nat  bringe  in  pestilence  and 
destrucoiotin  to  gode  folk.  And  therfor 
I,  folwinge  thilke  anotoritee  («e.  PUiikmU\ 

45  desired  to  putten  forth  in  execuoioun  and 
in  aote  of  comune  administracioun  thilke 
thinges  that  I  hadde  lemed  of  thee  among 
my  secree  resting-whyloe.  Thou,  and  god 
that  putte  thee  in  the  though tes  of  wyse 

50  folk,  ben  knowinge  with  me,  that  no- 
thing ne  broughte  me  to  maistrie  or 
digniteo,  but  the  comune  studie  of  alle 
goodnesse.  And  ther^f  oomth  it  that 
bi-twixen  wikked  folk  and  me  han  ben 

55  grevous  discordes,  that  ne  mighten  ben 
relesedbypreyeree;  for  this  libortee  hath 
the  freedom  of  conscience,  that  the  wratthe 
of  more  mighty  folk  hath  alwey  ben  do- 
spysed  of  me  for  savacioun  of  right.     How 

(to  ofte  have  I  resisted  and  withstonde  thilke 
nuta  that  highte  Oonigaste,  that  made 


alwey  assautes  ayeins  the  prospre  fortunes 
of  pore  feUa  folk  ?  How  ofte  eek  liavo 
I  put  of  or  cast  out  him,  Trigwille,  pro- 
vost of  the  kinges  hons,  bothe  of  the  65 
wronges  that  he  hadde  bigonne  to  don, 
and  eek  ftilly  performed  ?  How  ofte  have 
I  covered  and  defended  by  the  auctoritee 
of  me,  put  ayeins  perils— eAa<  U  to  »eyn, 
put  myn  auctoritBS  in  pertt  ,/br— the  r^ 
wrecched  pore  folk,  that  the  covetyse  of 
straungeres  unpunished  tourmenteden 
alwey  with  misejses  and  grevaunces  out 
of  noumbre  ?  Never  man  ne  drow  me  y it 
{to  right  to  wronge.  Whan  I  say  the  75 
fortunes  and  the  richesses  of  the  poeple 
of  the  provinces  ben  harmed  or  amenused, 
outher  by  privee  ravynes  or  by  comune 
tributes  or  oariages,  as  sory  was  I  as  they 

that   suffreden    the    harm. Glossa.  8n 

W%an  that  Thsodoric,  ths  king  cf  Ooihes, 
in  a  dere  yers^  hadde  hiae  gemeret  ^  of 
com,  and  eomaundede  that  no  man  ne  sholde 
byen  no  com  tU  hi$  com  were  told^  and  that 
at  a  grevoue  dereprya,  Boece  teithstoodthat  85 
ortUnavnoe,  and  over-corn  <£,  knowinge  al 

this  the  king  him-mlf. Textoa.  Whan 

it  was  in  the  soure  hungiy  tyme,  ther 
was  establisshed  or  cryed  grevous  and 
inplitaUe  ooempcioun,  that  men  sayen  90 
wel  it  sholde  greetly  turmenten  and  en- 
damagen  al  the  province  of  Campaigne, 
I  took  stryf  ayeins  the  provost  of  the 
pretorie  for  comune  profit.  And,  the  king 
knowinge  of  it,  I  overoom  it,  so  that  the  95 
coempcioun  ne  was  not  axed  ne    took 

effect. [Glossa.]  'fCoempcioun^  that  ia  to 

aeyn^  comune  achat  or  hying  to-gidere^  that 
were  eatabUaaTied  up-on  the  poeple  by  awicha 
a  manere  impoaiciouny  aa  who-ao  boughte  lot 
a  buathal  com,  he  moate  yeve  the  king  the 

fifle  part [Textua.]  Faulin,  a  ooun> 

seiller  of  Rome,  the  richesses  of  the 
whiche  Paulin  the  houndes  of  the  palajrs, 
that  ia  to  aeyn,  the  oJjUeereay  wolden  han  105 
devoured  by  hoi>e  and  covetise,  yit  drow 
I  him  out  of  the  jowes  (ac  /dudbua)  of  hem 
that  gapeden.  And  for  as  moche  as  the 
peyne  of  the  aocusaeioun  ajuged  bifom  ne 
sholde  nat  sodeinly  henten  no  punisshcn  no 
wrongfldly  Albin,  a  oounseiller  of  Rome, 
I  imtte  me  ayeins  the  hates  and  indig- 
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TifaoinnB  of  the  aeenaor  Ciprian.  Isitnat 
thaune  y-nou^  y-eeyn,  that  I  have  ptir- 

ti5  chaaed  grete  dlsoordes  ayeins  my-self  ? 
Bftt  I  oQghte  be  the  more  aasored  ayeins 
aUe  oihre  folk  (a  Bomayn$\  that  for  the 
love  of  right-wianease  I  ne  reserved  never 
no-thing  to  my-self  to  hemward  of  the 

IX,  kuigea  halle,  te.  t^jgHoen,  hy  the  vrhiche 
I  were  the  more  siker.  But  thortigfa  tho 
aazne  aoenson  aoonainge,  I  am  oon- 
dempned.  Of  the  notunbir  of  the  whiohe 
aocnaon  oon  Bamlixin,  that  whylom  vraa 

'^  chaaed  oat  of  the  hinges  service,  is  now 
eompelled  in  aoeosinge  of  my  name,  for 
node  of  foreine  moneyei  Also  Opilion  and 
Gaodeoicias  han  acensed  me,  al  be  it  so 
that  the  justice   regal   hadde   whylom 

laii  demed  hem  bothe  to  go  in-to  exil  for  hir 
treeheiyes  and  firandes  withonte  noombir. 
To  vrhlche  jugement  they  nolden  nat 
obeye,  but  dofendeden  hem  by  the  siker^ 
neaae  of  holy  houses,  that  U  to  aeyn^/leddm 

1*5  mto  mitUMOiriet ;  and  whan  this  was  aper^ 
oeived  to  the  king,  he  comaondede,  that 
bat  th^  voidede  the  citee  of  Bavenne  by 
eertein  di^  assigned,  that  men  aholde 
voBskea.  hem  on  the  forheved  with  an  hoot 

140  yien  and  chasen  hem  out  of  the  tonne. 
Now  what  thing,  semeth  thee,  mighte  ben 
lyknad  to  this  cmeltee  ?  For  certes,  thilke 
same  day  was  received  the  accnsinge  of 
D^y  name  by  thilke  same  aocnsors.   What 

t45  may  ben  seid  her-to  ?  {quasi  die&ret^  ruchU). 
Hath  my  stndie  and  my  ennninge  de- 
aarved  thus ;  or  elles  the  forseide  damp- 
naBJown  a/  n*^  made  that  hem  zightftil 
aooosois  or  no?  (quari  diceret,  mmX    Waa 

■«>  not  fVovtone  ashamed  of  this?  Certes,  ol 
hadde  nat  Fortune  ben  ashamed  that 
innocenoe  was  accused,  yit  oughte  she 
han  had  shame  of  the  filthe  of  myne 


155  But,  axestow  in  somme,  of  what  gilt 
I  am  acensed,  men  seyn  that  I  wolde  save 
the  oompanye  of  the  senatoors.  And 
desireat  thou  to  heren  in  what  manere  ? 
I  am  accused  that  I  sholde  han   des- 

i^  tonrbed  the  aocusor  to  beren  lettres,  by 
whiehe  he  sholde  han  maked  the  sena- 
tooxea  gilty  ayeins  the  kinges  real  ma- 
jeetee.    O  malstresse,  what  demestow  of 


this?  Shall  forsake  thjls  blame,  that  I  ne 
be  no  shame  to  thee  ?  (<iuaai  diearet^  non).  165 
Certes,  I  have  wold  it,  that  is  to  aeyn^  tJu 
tavadotm  of  the  senate  ne  I  shal  never 
leten  to  wilne  it,  and  that  I  confesse  and 
am  aknowe;  but  the  entente  of  the 
accuser  to  be  destourbed  shal  oese.  For  170 
shal  I  clepe  it  thanne  a  felonie  or  a  sinne 
that  I  have  desired  the  savaoioun  of  the 
ordre  of  the  senat  ?  (qttagi  diceret^  dubito 
quid).  And  certes  yit  hadde  thilke  same 
senat  don  by  me,  thorogh  hir  decrets  and  175 
hir  jugements,  as  though  it  were  a  sinne 
or  a  felonie ;  thai  is  to  seyn,  to  wUne  iks 
savadoun  of  "hem  {sc.  ssnatvsi  But  folye, 
that  lyeth  alwey  to  him-self,  may  not 
chaunge  the  merite  of  thinges.  Neltrowe  180 
nat,  by  the  jugement  of  Socrates,  that  it 
were  levefttl  to  me  to  hyde  the  sothe, 
ne  assente  to  lesinges.  But  certes,  how 
so  ever  it  be  of  this,  I  putte  it  to  gessen  or 
preisen  to  the  jugement  of  thee  and  of  185 
wyse  folk.  Of  whiehe  thing  al  the  ordi- 
naunoe  and  the  sothe,  for  as  moche  as 
folk  that  ben  to  comen  after  our  dayes 
shullen  knowen  it,  I  have  put  it  in  scrip- 
ture and  in  remembraunee.  For  touching  190 
the  lettres  falsly  maked,  by  whiehe  lettres 
I  am  accused  to  han  hoped  the  fVedom  of 
Borne,  what  aperteneth  me  to  speke  ther- 
of  ?  Of  whiehe  lettres  the  ftaude  hadde 
ben  shewed  apertly,  yif  I  hadde  had  195 
libertee  for  to  han  used  and  been  at  the 
confeesioun  of  myne  aoousours,  the 
whiehe  thing  in  alle  nedes  hath  greet 
strengthe.  For  what  other  fredom  may 
men  hopen  ?  Certes,  I  wolde  that  som  300 
other  fredom  mighte  ben  hoped.  I  wolde 
thanne  han  answered  hy  the  wordes 
of  a.  man  that  highte  Ganius ;  for  whan 
he  was  accused  hy  Gains  Cesar,  Qei^ 
meynes  sone,  that  he  (Caniut)  waa  know-  205 
inge  and  consentinge  of  a  coniuraoioun 
y-maked  ayeins  him  (sc  OatiM),  this 
Canius  answerede  thus :  ^*  Yif  I  hadde 
wist  it,  thou  haddeet  nat  wist  it."  In 
which  thing  sorwe  hath  nat  so  dulled  my  210 
wit,  that  I  pl^yne  only  that  shrewede  folk 
aparailen  felonies  ayeins  vertu.;  but  I 
wondre  greetly  how  that  they  may  per- 
forme  thinges  that  they  hadde  hoped  for  to 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


136 


tg^ti^w.    Qg^ooft  I:  <|>ro«e  iv. 


315  don.  For-why,  to  iHlne  ■hrewednesse, 
that  oomth  peraventnre  of  otire  defaate ; 
but  it  is  lyk  a  monstre  and  a  mervaille, 
how  thatf  in  the  preient  si^^te  of  god, 
may  hen  acheved  and  performed  swidhe 

aso  thinges  as  eyery  felonons  man  hath  oon- 
ceived  in  his  thought  ayeins  innocents. 
For  which  thing  oon  of  thy  famileres  nat 
unskilfcilly  axed  thus:  ''Yif  god  is, 
whennes  comen  -wikkede  thinges  ?    And 

225  yif  god  ne  is,  whennes  comen  gode 
thinges?"  But  al  hadde  it  ben  leveftd 
that  felonons  folk,  that  now  desiren  the 
blood  and  the  deeth  of  alle  gode  men  and 
eek  of  alio  the  senat,  han  wilned  to  gon 

330  destroyen  me,  whom  they  han  seyen 
alw^  batailen  and  defenden  gode  men 
and  eek  al  the  senat,  yit  had  I  nat 
desserved  of  the  faderes,  that  i$  to  aeynj  cf 
the  9enaioure9f  that  they  sholden  wilne  mj 

335  destroooioan. 

Thou  remembrest  wel,  as  I  gesse,  that 
whan  I  wolde  doon  or  seyen  any  thing, 
thoa  thyself,  alwey  present,  rewledest  me. 
At  the  city  of  Yerone,  whan  that  the 

340  king,  gredy  of  oomnne  slaughter,  caste 
him  to  tnuosporten  np  al  the  ordre  of  the 
senat  the  gilt  of  his  real  msjestee,  of  the 
whiohe  gilt  that  Albin  was  accused,  witli 
how  gret  sikemesse  of  peril  to  me  de- 

345  fendede  I  al  the  senat !  Thou  woet  wel 
that  I  s^ye  sooth,  ne  I  ne  a^auntede  me 
never  in  preysinge  of  my-sel£  For  alwey, 
whan  any  wight  reoeiveUi  precious  renoun 
in  avauntinge  him-eelf  of  his  werkes,  he 

350  amenuseth  the  seoree  of  his  conscience. 
But  now  thou  mayst  wel  seen  to  what 
endo  I  am  oomen  for  myne  innocence ; 
I  receive  peyne  of  &ls  fekmye  for  guerdon 
of  verray  vertu.    And  what  open  oon- 

355  fessioun  of  felonye  hadde  ever  juges  so 
aoordaunt  in  cmeltee,  that  U  to  myn^  a§ 
myn  aeeutlnge  hatk,  that  either  erronr  of 
mannes  wit  or  elles  condicioun  of  For- 
tune, that  is  unoertein  to  aUe  mortal 

a6o  folk,  ne  submittede  some  of  hem,  that  U 
to  Kyn^  that  it  iw enelgnodB  aomS^Hl^to  han 
pUee  or  eompaariotmf  For  al4hogli  I 
hadde  ben  accused  that  I  wolde  brenne 
holy  houses,  and  strangle  preestes  with 

265  wikkede  swerde,  or  that  I  hadde  grosrthed 


deeth  to  al  gode  men,  algates  the  sentence 
sholde  han  punisshed  me,  present,  con- 
fessed, or  convict.  Butnowlamremewed 
fh>  the  citee  of  Boms  almost  fyve  hundred 
thousand  pas,  I  am  with-oute  defence  370 
dampned  to  prosoripoionn  and  to  the 
deeth,  for  the  studie  and  bountees  that 
I  have  doon  to  the  senat.  But  O,  wel  ben 
th^  worthy  of  merite  {at  who  aeith,  miy\ 
ther  mighte  never  yit  non  of  hem  be  375 
convict  of  swiohe  a  blame  as  myne  is !  Of 
whiche  trespas,  myne  aocnsours  sayen  fal 
wel  the  dignitee;  the  whiche  dignitee, 
for  they  wolden  derken  it  with  modeling 
of  som  felonye,  th^  baren  me  on  hand,  280 
and  lyeden,  that  I  hadde  point  and  de- 
fouled  my  conscience  with  sacrilege,  for 
coveitise  of  dignitee.  And  certes,  thou  thy- 
self, that  art  plaunted  in  me,  ohaoedest 
out  ot  the  sege  of  my  conge  al  coveitise  of  285 
mortal  thinges ;  ne  sacrilege  hadde  no 
leva  to  han  a  place  in  me  bifom  thyne 
«yen.  For  thou  droppedest  every  day  in 
myne  eres  and  in  lay  thought  thilke 
comaundement  of  Fiotagoras,  that  it  to  apt* 
seyn^  men  shal  serve  to  godde,  and  moi  to 
goddes.  Ne  it  was  nat  convenient,  ne  no 
node,  to  taken  help  of  the  foulest  spirites  ; 
I,  that  thou  hast  ordeined  and  set  in 
swiche  excellence  that  thou  makedest  me  395 
lyk  to  god.  And  over  this,  the  right  dene 
seoree  chaumbre  of  myne  hons,  that  U  to 
seyn,  my  witf,  and  the  oompanye  of  myn 
honest  freendes,  and  my  wyves  fbder,  as 
wel  holy  as  worthy  to  ben  reverenced  300 
thorugh  his  owne  dedes,  defenden  me 
from  alle  suspedoun  of  swioh  blame.  But 
O  malice!  For  they  that  aoousen  me 
taken  of  thee,  PMUmplde^  felth  of  so  gret 
blame  !  Forthey  trowen  that  I  have  had  3^5^ 
affinitee  to  maleiiqe  or  entShamAemotd^ 
by-cause  that  I  am  replenisshed  and 
fhlfllled  with  thy  techinges,  and  enformed 
ofthymaneres.  And  thus  it  sufflseth  not 
only,  that  thy  reverence  neavaile  me  not,  310 
but-yif  that  Uiou,  of  thy  free  wille,  rather 
be  blemished  with  myn  oflfencioun.  But 
certes,  to  the  harmes  that  I  have,  ther 
bitydeth  yit  this  encrees  of  harm,  that 
the  gessinge  and  the  jugement  of  moohe  315 
folk  ne  looken  no-thing  to  the  desertea  of 
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thinges,  bnt  only  to  th«  aventnre  of 
forton*;  and  JTigen  that  only  ffwiohe 
thmgea  ben  -pwcveyed  of  god,  whioha  that 

3J0  tempotral  weleftilnease  oommendeth. 

GloM.  Am  ihtii:  that,  y^  a  ^ht  have 
pnmperUeej  he  U  a  good  mem  and  worthy  to 
bam  thai  protperUee;  and  Vfho-oo  hath 
odvenUeSy  he  is  a  wOOeed  man,  and  god 

^25  hath  Jbrtake  him,  and  he  i§  toorthy  to  han 
that  ado$niiee.    This  i$  the  opMoun  of 

tome  JoUt ^And   theiHif  comth   that 

good  guBinge,  flnt  of  alio  thing,  foraaketh 
wieoehes :  oertes,  it  greveth  me  to  thinke 

^  rifl^t  now  the  dyrene  sentences  that  the 
poeple  seith  of  me.  And  thns  moohe 
I  seye,  that  the  lasto  chazge  of  contrarioas 
fettane  is  this:  that,  whan  that  any 
Uame  is  leyd  npon  a  eaitif,  men  wenen 

!35  that  he  hath  deserved  that  he  suffireth. 
And  I,  that  am  pnt  awey  fro  gode  men, 
and  despoiled  of  dignitees,  and  defooled 
of  my  name  by  geninge,  have  sn&ed 
torment  for  my  gode  dedes.    Oertes,  me 

WO  semeth  that  I  see  the  felonoos  oovines  of 
wikked  men  habonnden  in  joye  and  in 
And  I  see  that  every  lorel 
L  him  to  flnde  out  newe  firaades  for 
to  aoense  gode  folk.    And  I  see  that  gode 

545  men  both  orerthxowen  for  dxede  of  my 
peril ;  and  evecy  Inzmions  tonxmentonr 
dar  doon  alle  fUonye  nnponisshed  and 
ben  excited  therto  by  yifbes ;  and  inno- 
oenfes  ne  ben  not  only  despoiled  of  siker- 

*5>  iiiwBii  bat  oi  defence ;  andtherfore  me  list 
to  esyen  to  god  in  this  wyse  i-^ 

ICvTuY.     O  eUWeH  conditor  orMe. 

O  tkum  maker  of  the  whele  that  bereth 
the  steires,  wfiich  that  art  y-fastned  to 
thy  perdurable  chayer,  and  tomest  the 
hevene  with  a  ravisshing  sweigh,  and 
5  oonstxeinest  the  sterres  to  snfizen  thy 
lawe ;  so  that  the  mone  som-tyuM  shyning 
with  hir  fill  homes,  meting  with  alle  the 
hemes  of  the  Sonne  hir  brother,  hydeth 
the  sterres  that  ben  lesse ;  and  somtyme, 
10  iriian  the  mone,  pale  with  hir  derke 
homes,  approoheth  the  Sonne,  leseth  hir 
lignites ;  and  that  the  eve-sterre  Hesperus, 
whiehe  that  in  the  fixste  tyme  of  the  night 


bringeth  forth  hir  colde  arysinges,  cometh 
efb  ayein  hir  nsed  oonrs,  and  is  pale  by  15 
the  monoe  at  the  xysing  of  the  sonne,  and 
isthanneoIspedLocifer.  Thou  restreinest 
the  day  by  shorter  dwelling,  in  the  tyme 
of  odde  winter  that  maketh  the  leves  to 
falle.  Thou  dividest  the  swifbe  tydee  of  ao 
the  night,  whan  the  bote  somer  is  oomen. 
Thy  might  atempreth  the  variaunts 
seeons  of  the  yere ;  so  that  Zephirus  the 
deboneir  wind  bringeth  ayein,  in  the  firtt 
eomer  sesoim,  the  leves  that  the  wind  that  25 
highte  Boreas  hath  reft  awey  in  aviumpne, 
that  is  to  Myn,  in  the  latte  ende  o/aomer ; 
and  the  sedes  that  the  sterre  that  highte 
Aroturus  saw,  ben  waxen  heye  comes 
whan  the  sterre  Sixius  eschaufeth  hem.  30 
Ther  nis  no-thing  unbounde  from  his  olde 
lawe,  ne  forleteth  thewerke  of  hispropre 
estat.  O  thou  govemour,  goveminge 
alle  thinges  by  oertein  ende,  why  re- 
fuflestow  only  to  goveme  the  werkes  of  35 
men  by  dewe  manere?  Why  sufFrest 
thou  that  slydinge  fortune  tometh  so 
grete  entreohaunginges  of  thinges,  so  that 
anoyous  peyne,  that  sholde  dewely 
punisshe  falouns,  puniasheth  innocents  ?  40 
And  folk  of  wikkede  maneres  sitten  in 
heye  chayxes,  and  anoyinge  folk  treden, 
and  that  unxightfiilly,  on  the  nekkes  of 
holy  men?  And  vertu,  der-shyxdnge 
natuxelly,  is  hid  in  derke  derkenesses,  and  45 
the  rightftd  man  bereth  the  blame  and 
the  peyne  of  the  fdoun.  Ne  forsweringe 
ne  the  £raude,  covered  and  kembd  with 
a  &l8  colour,  ne  anoyeth  nat  to  shrewes ; 
the  whiche  shrewes,  whan  hem  list  to  5^ 
usen  hir  strengthe,  Uiey  rejoysen  hem  to 
putten  under  hem  the  sovereyne  kinges, 
whiche  that  poeple  with-outen  noumbre 
dreden.  O  thou,  what  so  ever  thou 
be  that  knittest  alle  bondes  of  thinges,  55 
loke  on  thise  wrecchede  erthes ;  we  men 
that  ben  nat  a  foule  party,  but  a  fayr 
party  of  so  grete  a  werk,  wo  ben  tormented 
in  this  see  of  fortune.  Thou  govemour, 
withdraw  and  restr^yne  the  ravisshinge  60 
flodes,  and  fastne  and  ferme  thise  erthes 
stable  with  thilke  bonde,  with  whicho 
thou  govemest  the  hevene  that  is  so 
large.' 
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Hie  ubi  conHntuUo  dolors 
delatraui. 


Whan  I  hadde,  with  a  oontinael  sorwe, 
sobbed  or  borken  oat  thise  thinges,  she 
with  hir  chere  peaible,  and  no-thing 
amoeved  with  my  compleintes,  seide  thns : 
5  *  Whan  I  aay  thee,'  quod  she,  *  sorweftil 
and  wepinge,  I  wiste  anon  that  thou  were 
a  wrecche  and  exiled ;  bnt  I  wiste  never 
how  fer  thyne  exile  was,  yif  thy  tale  ne 
hadde  shewed  it  to  me.    Bat  oertes,  al  be 

lo  thoa  fer  fro  thy  contree,  thoa  nart  nat 
put  oat  of  it ;  bat  thoa  hast  bailed  of  thy 
weye  and  gon  ami&  And  yif  thoa  hast 
lever  for  to  wene  that  thoa  be  pat  oat  of 
thy  contree,  than  hast  thoa  pat  oat  thy- 

15  self  rather  than  any  other  wight  hath.  For 
no  wight  bat  thy-self  ne  mighte  never 
han  don  that  to  thee.  For  yif  thoa  re- 
membie  of  what  contree  thoa  art  bom,  it 
nis  nat  governed  by  emperoars,  ne  hy 

ao  govemement  of  moltitade,  as  weren  the 
contrees  of  hem  of  Athenes;  bat  00  lord 
and  00  king,  and  that  U  god^  thai  U  lord  of 
thy  contree^  whiche  that  r^oyseth  him 
ot  the  dwelling  of  hise  citesenes,  and  nat 

35  for  to  patte  hem  in  exil ;  of  the  whiche 
lorde  it  is  a  sovert^yne  fredom  to  be 
governed  by  the  brydel  of  him  and  obeye 
to  his  justice.  Hastow  foxyeten  thilke 
right  olde  lawe  of  thy  citee,  in  the  whiche 

30  citee  it  is  ordeined  and  estabUsshed,  that 
for  what  wight  that  hath  lever  foanden 
ther-in  his  sete  or  his  hoos  than  elles- 
wher,  he  may  nat  be  exiled  by  no  right 
from  that  place?     For  who-so   that  is 

35  oontened  in-with  the  palis  and  the  dos  of 
thilke  citee,  ther  nis  no  drede  that  he 
may  deserve  to  ben  exiled.  Bat  who-00 
that  leteth  the  wil  for  to  enhabit«  there, 
he  forleteth  also  to  deserve  to  ben  citesein 

40  of  thilke  citee.  So  that  I  sey,  that  the 
face  of  this  place  ne  moveth  me  nat  so 
mochel  as  thyne  owne  face.  Ne  I  axe  nat 
rather  the  walles  of  thy  librarie,  apar- 
ayled  and  wrooght  with  yvary  and  with 

45  g^i  f^utn  after  the  sete  of  thy  thoaght. 
In  whiche  I  patte  nat  whylom  bokes,  bat 
I  patte  that  that  maketh  bokes  worthy  of 
piys  or  pxeoioos,  that  is  to  seyn,  the 


sentence  of  my  bokes.  And  oerteinly  of 
thy  desertes,  bistowed  in  comane  good,  $^ 
thoa  hast  seid  sooth,  bat  after  the  molti- 
tade of  thy  gode  dedes,  thoa  hast  seid 
fewe ;  and  of  the  honestee  or  of  the  &ls* 
ne«e  of  thinges  that  ben  aposed  ayeins 
thee,  thoa  hast  remembred  thinges  that  55 
ben  knowen  to  alle  folk.  And  of  the 
felonyes  and  fraades  of  thyne  aocasoxuns, 
it  semeth  thee  have  y-toached  it  fozsothe 
xightfhlly  and  shortly,  al  mighten  tho 
same  thinges  betere  and  more  plenti-  61. 
voasely  ben  coath  in  the  moathe  of  the 
poeple  that  knoweth  al  this.  Thoa  hast 
eek  blamed  gretly  and  compleined  of  the 
wrongftd  dede  of  the  senat.  And  thoa 
hast  sorwed  for  nxy  Uame,  and  thoa  hast  65 
wopen  for  the  damage  of  tiby  renoan  that 
is  apayred ;  and  thy  lasts  sorwe  eschaafede 
ayeins  fortane,  and  compleinest  that 
gaerdoons  ne  ben  nat  evenliche  yolden  to 
the  desertes  of  folk.  And  in  the  latere  7^^ 
ende  of  thy  wode  Hose,  thoa  preyedest 
that  thilke  pees  that  govemeth  the  hevene 
sholde  goveme  the  erthe.  Bat  for  that 
manye  tribalacioans  of  affecoioans  han 
assailed  thee,  and  sorwe  and  ire  and  75 
wepinge  to-drawen  thee  dyversely;  as 
thoa  art  now  feble  of  thoaght,  mightier 
remedies  ne  shallen  nat  yit  toachen  thee, 
for  whiche  we  wol  osen  somdel  lighter 
medicines  :  so  that  thilke  passioans  that  Sn 
ben  woxen  harde  in  swellings,  by  perfcor- 
bacioons  flowing  in-to  thy  thoaght, 
mowen  wexen  eey  and  softs,  to  reoeiven 
the  strengthe  of  a  more  mighty  and  more 
egre  medicine,  by  an  esier  toachinge»         85 

Cum  Phebi  radiia  graue 

Oaneri  tid%u  inutuaL 
Whan  that  the  hevy  sterre  of  the 
Cancre  esohaofeth  by  the  hemes  of  Fhe- 
bas,  that  U  to  myn^  whan  that  PhOnit  ih€ 
aonne  U  in  the  aigne  qf  the  Oimctv,  who-so 
yeveth  thanne  largely  hise  sedes  to  the  5 
feldes  that  refasen  to  receiven  hem,  lat 
him  gon,  bigyled  of  trast  that  he  hadde 
to  his  com,  to  acorns  of  okes.  Yif  thoo 
wolt  gadre  violettes,  ne  go  thoa  not  to 
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ID  the  pmpur  wodB  whan  the  fold,  ehirk- 
inge,  agx3raeth  of  coldebj  the  felneeae  of 
the  -winde  that  highte  Aqnilon.  Yif  thou 
dflsiTest  or  wolt  nsen  grapes,  ne  seke  thon 
nat,  with  a  glotonoTiB  hond,  to  streyne 

15  and  presM  the  stalkee  of  the  vine  in  the 
ibcst  somer  sesoiin ;  for  Baohns,  the  god 
of  ivyne,  hath  rather  yeren  hise  yiftes  to 
aatmnpne,  the  later  ende  t^/mmer,  Qod 
tokneth  and  aasigneih  the  tyxnee,  ablinge 

ao  hem  to  hir  propres  offioes ;  ne  he  ne 
soflreth  nat  the  stonndea  whiche  that 
himnnlf  hath  devyded  and  oonstreyned 
to  hea  y-medled  to-gidere.  And  fbrthy 
he  that  forleteth  certein  ordinaonoe  of 

2$  doingie1^0Ter>throwingewey,henehath 
no  glade  issoe  or  ende  of  his  werkee. 

Paoex  TI.    Prknum  igitur  palerisne  me 
^aueulia  rogacionibue, 

FSxst  woltow  Boffre  me  to  toaohe  and 
afisaye  the  estat  of  thy  thought  Ify  a  fewe 
demanndes,  so  that  I  may  nnderstonde 
-what  he  the  manere  of  thy  ooraoioon  ? ' 

5  Boeoe,  '  Axe  me,'  quod  I,  *  at  thy  -wille, 
what  thoa  wolt,  and  I  shal  answeore.' 

Tho  seide  she  thus :  *  Whether  we- 
nestow,*  qnod  she,  'that  this  world  he 
governed   hy   foolish   happes   and  for- 

io  tonona,  or  elles  that  there  be  in  it  any 
govemement   of  resoun?'  *Certes,' 

qnod  I,  *I  ne  txowe  nat  in  no  manere, 
that  so  eertein  thinges  sholde  be  moered 
ly  fortonous  fortune ;  bat  I  wot  wel  that 

15  sod,  maker  and  mayster,  is  govemonr  of 

hia  werk.    Ne  never  nas  yit  day  that 

mighte  pntte  me  out  of  the  sothnesse  of 

that  seinteBioe.* 

'So  is  it,'  qnod  she;  'for  the  same 

ao  thin^  aonge  thon  a  litel  heo^bifom,  and 
hiwayledest  and  biweptest,  that  only  men 
weren  put  ont  of  the  onre  of  god.  For  of 
alia  other  thinges  thou  ne  dontedest  nat 
that  they  nare  governed  by  resonn.    Bnt 

35  ovh !  (1  pope  I)  I  wondre  gretly,  oertes, 
why  that  thoa  art  wyk,  sin  that  thoa  art 
pat  in  00  holsom  a  sentence.  Bat  lat  as 
sakan  deipper;  I  oo^jecte  that  ther  lok- 
keth  1  not  nere  what.  Bat  sey  me  this  - 
JO  sin  that  thoa  ne  doatost  nat  that  this 

F 


world  be  governed  by  god,  with  whiohe 
govemailes  takestow  hede  that  it  is 
governed  ?  *  '  Unnethe, '  quod  I, '  knowe 
I  the  sentence  of  thy  qnestioon ;  so  that 
I  ne  may  nat  yit  answeren  to  thy  de-  35 
maondes.' 

'  I  nas  nat  deceived,'  qnod  she,  '  that 
ther  ne  faileth  somwhat,  by  whiohe  the 
maladye  of  thy  pertnrbaoioan  is  orept 
in-to  tixy  thooght,  so  as  the  strengthe  of  40 
the  palis  chyning  is  open.  Bat  sey  me 
this  :  remembrest  thoa  what  is  tho  ende 
of  thinges,  and  whider  that  the  enten- 
cioon  of  alio  kinde  tendeth  ?  '  'I  have 
herd  it  told  som-tyme,'  qnod  I ;  '  bat  45 
drerinesse  hath  dolled  my  memorie.' 

'Certes,*  qnod  she,  *thoa  west  wel 
whennes  that  alle  thinges  ben  oomen  and 
procedeth ?  '  'I  wot  wel,' qnod  I,  and 
answerede,  that '  god  is  beginning  of  al.'  51 

*'  And  how  may  this  be,'  qnod  she, '  that, 
sin  thou  knowest  the  beginning  of 
thinges,  that  thoa  ne  knowest  nat  what 
is  the  ende  of  thinges  ?  Bat  swiohe  ben 
the  costomes  of  pertorbaoioons,  and  this  $t; 
I>ower  they  ban,  that  they  may  moeve 
a  man  out  of  his  place,  that  is  to  eeyn,  fro 
the  tUMenee  and  perfeedoun  q/  hie  know- 
inge;  bat,  oertes,  they  may  nat  al  arace 
him,  ne  aliene  him  in  aL  Bat  I  wolde  60 
that  thoa  woldest  answere  to  this : 
remembrestow  that  thoa  art  a  man?' 
'Why  sholde  I  nat  remembre  that?' 
qnod  I. 

*  Kaystow  nat  telle  me  thanne,'  qnod  65 
she,  'what thing  is  a  man?'    'Azestow 
me  nat,'  qnod  I,   'whether   that  I  be 

a  resonable  mortal  beest?  Iwootwel,and 
I  oonfesse  wel  that  I  am  it.' 

*  Wistestow  never  yit  that  thoa  were  tu 
any  other  thing?'    qnod  she.         'No,' 
qaod  I. 

'  Now  woot  I,'  qaod  she,  •  other  caose  of 
thy  maladye,  and  that  right  grete.  Thou 
hast  left  for  to  knowen  thy-self,  what  75 
thoa  art ;  thoragh  whiche  I  have  pleynly 
foanden  the  cause  of  thy  maladye,  or  elles 
the  entree  of  recoveringe  of  thyn  hele. 
For-why,  for  thou  art  confounded  with 
foiyeting  of  thy-self,  for-thy  sorwestow  80 
that  thou  art  exiled  of  thy  propre  gopdes. 
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And  for  thoa  ne  wost  -what  is  the  onde  of 
thinges,  for-thy  demestovr  that  felonouB 
and  wikked  men  ben  mighty  and  welaftd. 
85  And  for  thou  hast  foryeten  by  vhiche 
govemements  the  world  is  governed,  for- 
thy  wenestow  that  thiae  mntaoioans  of 
fortune  fleten  with-oute  govemonr.  Thiee 
ben  grete  causes  not  only  to  maladye, 
90  bat,  oertes,  grete  causes  to  deeth.  But 
I  thanke  the  auot<»  and  the  maker  of 
hele,  that  nature  h<kth  not  al  forleten 
thee.  I  have  grete  norisshinges  of  thyn 
hele,  and  that  is,  the  sothe  sentence  of 
95  govemaunoe  of  the  worlde ;  that  thoa 
bilevest  that  the  gOTeminge  of  it  nis  nat 
subject  ne  underput  to  the  folie  of  thise 
happes  aventurous,  but  to  the  resoun  of 
god.    And  ther-for  doute  thee  no-thmg ; 

100  for  of  this  litel  spark  thyn  hete  of  lyf 
ahal  shyne.  But  for  as  moche  as  it  is 
nat  tyme  yit  of  faster  remedies,  and  the 
natore  of  thooghtes  deceived  is  this, 
that  as  ofte  as  they  casten  awey  sothe 

105  opiniouns,  they  dothen  hem  in  fiaJse 
opinionns,  of  which  faJUie  opinionns  the 
derkenesse  of  perturbacioun  wexeth  np, 
tliat  confoundeth  the  verray  insighte: 
and  that  derkenesse  shal  I  assise  som- 

110  what  to  maken  thinne  and  wayk  by 
lighte  and  meneliche  remedies ;  so  that, 


after  that  the  derkenesse  of  deoeivingo 
desiringes  is  don  awey,  thou  mowe  knowe 
the  shyninge  of  verray  lights 

Metre  VII.    Kutnbus  atrU. 

The  sterres,  covered  with  blake  oloudes, 
ne  mowen  yeten  a-donn  no  light.  Yif  the 
trouble  wind  that  hight  Anster,  taming 
and  walwinge  the  see,  medleth  the  hete, 
that  is  to  aeyfiy  the  boifUnff  up  fnm  th»  5 
Ix^me;  the  wawes,  that  whylom  weren 
dere  as  glas  and  lyke  to  the  faire  dere 
dayes,  withstande  anon  the  sightes  of  men 
by  the  filthe  and  ordnre  that  is  resolved. 
And  the  fletinge  streem,  that  royleth  tu 
doun  dyversly  fro  heye  moontaignee,  is 
arested  and  resisted  ofbe  tyme  by  the 
enconntringe  of  a  stoon  that  is  dex>arted 
andfUlen  from  som  roche.  And  for- 
thy,  yif  thou  wolt  loken  and  demon  15 
sooth  with  deer  light,  and  holden  the 
wey  with  a  right  path,  w^ve  thou  joye, 
dryf  fro  thee  drede,  fleme  thoa  hope,  ne 
lat  no  sorwe  aproohe ;  that  i»  to  oeyn,  lot 
non  qf  thise  Jbur  pasaiouns  over-comon  thee  ac^ 
or  blende  thee*  For  doudy  and  derke  is 
thilke  thought,  and  boonde  with  brydles, 
where-as  thise  thinges  regnen.' 


Explicit  Liber  Primus. 


BOOK    11. 


Pboss  I.    Postea  patttisper  eonticuit. 

After  this  she  stinte  a  litel ;  and,  after 
that  she  h^de  gadered  by  atempre  stille- 
nesse  myn  attencioon,  she  seide  thus : 
{As  who  mights  seyn  thus:  After  thise 
S  thinges  she  stimte  a  litel ;  and  whan  she 
aperceived  by  atempre  sUUenesse  that  I  was 
ententi/to  herkene  Mr, shebiga/n  to  tpeke  in 
this  wuse) :  '  Yif  I, '  quod  she,  *  have  onder- 
stonden  aad  knowen  outrdy  the  causes 
10  and  the  habit  of  thy  maladye,  thou 
languissest  and  art  defeted  for  desyx  and 
talent  of  thy  rather  fortune.    She,  that 


like  Fortune  only,  that  is  ohaanged,  as 
thou  feynest,  to  thee-ward,  hath  perverted 
the  cleemesse  and  the  estat  of  thy  corage.  1 5 
I  understonde  the  fele-folde  colours  and 
deoeites  of  thilke   merveilous  monstre 
Fortnne,  and  how  she  useth  fnl  flateringe 
fitmilaritee  with  hem  that  she  enforeeth 
to  bigyle ;  so  longe,  tU  that  she  oonfounde  2a 
with  unsufferable  sorwe  hem  that  she 
hath  left  in  despeyr  onpurveyed.   And  yif 
thou   remembrost    wel    the  kinde,   the 
maneres,  and  the  desert  of  thilke  Fottone, 
thou  shalt  wd  knowe  that,  as  in  hir,  25 
thou  never  ne  haddest  ne  hast  y4o0t  any 
fiiir  thing.    Bat,  as  I  txowe,  I  shal  nat 
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gT«tly  traTAilen  to  do  thee  remembren  on 
thJM  thin^es.    For  thou  were  "wont  to 

ju  hnrt^en  and  despysen  hir,  with  manly 
vordes,  whan  she  was  ManndiBiringe  and 
preaent,  and  pnraeweddst  hir  with  aen- 
tcneoa  th«t  were  diawen  oat  of  myn 
entree;,  that  ia  to  asifn,  om<  ct/myn  ^t^fi^rma• 

\5cMna1.  Bat  no  aodein  matacaonn  ne 
bit^jnieth  nat  wlth-oate  a  manere  ohaniig- 
inge  of  oorages ;  and  ao  is  it  befallen  that 
thoa  art  a  Htel  departed  fro  the  pees  of 
thy  thoiaght). 

^  But  now  is  tyme  that  thoa  drinke  and 
ataata  aoma  aofte  and  delitable  thingea ; 
BO  that,  whan  they  ben  entred  with-in 
thee,  it  mowe  maken  wey  to  atrengere 
drinkas  of  mediqynee.    Com  now  forth 

45  therftnre  the  soaaioan  of  aweteneoae  re- 
thanuky  whiehe  that  goth  only  the  right 
v«y,  whyl  she  forsaketh  nat  myne 
artatatai  And  with  Bhetorioe  com  forth 
Moake,    a   damiael    of  oar  hoaa,  that 

so  singeth  nowlighter  moedea  orpraladouns^ 
now  hevyer.  What  ^leth  thee,  man? 
What  ia  it  that  hath  cast  thee  in-to 
momuige  and  in-to  wepinge?  T  tiowe 
that  thoa  haat  a^yn  som  newe  thing  and 

55  imeooth.  Thoa  weneat  that  Fortune  be 
chaonged  ayein  thee ;  bat  thoa  wenest 
wrong,  yif  thoa  that  wene.  Alwey  tho 
ban  hir  manerea ;  she  hath  rather  kept, 
■a  to  tfaee-ward,  hir  propre  atablenesse  in 

Oo  the  channginge  of  hirHBell  Bight  swioh 
vaa  she  whan  she  flatered  thee,  and 
deoeived  thee  with  onlevefol  lykingea  of 
fala  welefolnesae.  Thoa  haat  now  knowen 
and  ataynt  the  dontoaa  or  doaUe  visage 

05  of  thilks  btinde  goddeaM  Fortune.  She, 
that  yit  covereth  hir  and  wimpleth  hir 
to  other  folk,  hath  ahewed  hir  CTery* 
del  to  thee.  Yif  thoa  aprovest  hir  and 
thenkeat  that  ahe  ia  good,  use  hir  maneres 

;T»and  pleyne  thee  nat.  And  yif  thou 
agxyaeat  hir  &lse  traoheiye,  despyse  and 
east  aw«y  hir  that  pleyeth  so  harmfully ; 
for  aba,  that  is  now  cause  of  so  moc^e 
aorwe  to  thee,  sholde  ben  cause  to  thee  of 

75  pees  and  of  Joye.  She  hath  forsaken  thee, 
forsothe;  the  whiehe  that  never  man 
m^y  beoL  aiker  that  she  ne  shal  forsake 
faim. Gloae.  Bttt  fkUlMeat  bome  bolkM 


han  fh6  text  thtu:   For  sothe,  she  bath 
forsaken  thee,  ne  ther  nis  no  man  siker  80 

that  she  ne  hath  nat  forsaken. 

Holdestow  than  thilke  weleftdnosse 
precious  to  tiiee  that  shal  passen  ?  And 
is  present  Fortune  dereworthe  to  thee, 
which  that  nis  nat  felthfhl  for  to  dwelle ;  85 
and,  whan  ahe  goth  awey,  that  she 
bringeth  a  wight  in  sorwe?  For  sin  she 
may  nat  ben  with-holden  at  a  mannos 
wiUe,  she  maketh  him  a  wreoche  whan 
she  departeth  fro  him.  What  other  thing  90 
is  flittinge  Fortune  bat  a  manor  shewingo 
of  wreoohednease  that  is  to  oomen  ?  Ne 
it  ne  suifyseth  nat  only  to  loken  on  thinge 
that  is  present  bifom  the  ^en  of  a  man. 
But  wisdom  loketh  and  amesureth  the  95 
ende  of  thinges ;  and  the  same  channg- 
inge from  oon  in-to  an-K)ther,  thai  U  to 
$eyfi,  from  adoenUM  in-to  protperiUe^ 
maketh  that  the  manaoes  of  Fortune  ne 
ben  nat  for  to  dreden,  ne  the  flateringee  100 
of  hir  to  ben  desired.  Thus,  at  the  laste, 
it  bihoveth  thee  to  saffron  with  evene 
wille  in  pacience  al  that  is  don  in-with  the 
floor  of  Fortune,  that  is  to  aeyn^  in  this 
world,  sin  thou  hast  ones  put  thy  nekke  105 
under  the  yok  of  hir.  For  yif  thou  wolt 
wryten  a  lawe  of  wendinge  and  of  dwell- 
inge  to  Fortune,  whiehe  that  thou  hast 
chosen  frely  to  ben  thy  lady,  artow  nat 
wTongfVil  in  that,  and  makost  Fortune  no 
wroth  and  aspere  by  thyn  inpatience, 
and  yit  thoa  mayst  nat  channge  hir? 
Tif  thoa  ccmmittest  and  bitakest  thy 
sailes  to  the  winde,  thou  shalt  be  shoven, 
not  thider  that  thou  woldeet,  but  whider  x  1 5 
that  the  wind  shoreth  thee^  Tif  thou 
castest  thy  sedes  in-to  the  foldes,  thou 
sholdest  han  in  minde  that  the  yeres  ben, 
amonges,  other^whyle  plentevous  and 
othei^whyle  bareyne.  Thou  hast  bitaken  iso 
thy-self  to  the  govemannoe  of  Fortune, 
and  lbr>thy  it  bihoyeth  thee  to  ben 
obeisaunt  to  the  maneres  of  thy  lady. 
Enforoest  thou  thee  to  aresten  or  with- 
holden  the  swiftnesse  and  the  sweigh  of  125 
hir  tuminge  whole  ?  O  thou  fool  of  alio 
mortal  fooles,  if  Fortune  bigan  to  dwelle 
stable,  she  oesede  thanne  to  ben  For- 
tune! 
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Metke  I.   Bee  cum  tuperba  ueiierU  wicet 
dssctrti. 

Whan  Fortime  with  a  prcmd  right 
hand  hath  tomed  hir  ohannginge 
Btotindefl,  she  fiureth  lyk  the  manerea  of 
the  boiUnge  Eorype. Gloaa.   Europe 

5  ia  an  arm  qf  the  $ee  that  Mfeth  cmd 
Jloweth;  and  •om-fyiM  the  ttreem  i$  on 

0  aydSy  and  eom-tyme  an  the  other. 

Text.  She,  crael  Fortnne,  caateth  adoon 
kinges  that  whylom  waren  y-dxad ;  and 

lo  she,  deoeivable,  enhaonaeth  up  the  hum- 
ble chere  of  him  that  is  diaoomfited. 
Ne  she  neither  hereth  ne  reUieth  of 
wreoohede  vepingea ;  and  the  la  ao  hard 
that  she  langheth  and  scometh  the  wep- 

15  ingee  of  hem,  the  whiehe  she  hath  maked 
wepe  with  hir  free  -wille.  Thna  she 
pleyeth,  and  thna  ahe  proeveth  hir 
strengthee ;  and  sheweth  a  greet  wonder 
to  alle.hir  flervaantea,  yif  that  a  wight 

»i  is  seyn  welefiil,  and  overthrowe  in  an 
honre. 


Paosa  n.     VeUem  autem  pauca  tecum. 

Certes,  I  wolde  pleten  with  thee  a  fewe 
thingfts,  nsinge  the  wordee  of  Fortune ; 
tak  hede  now  thy-aelf,  yif  that  ahe  azeth 
right.    "  O  thou  man,  wher-fore  makest 

5  thou  megilty  by  thyne  ereiy-dayee  pleyn- 
inges?  What  wrong  have  I  don  thee? 
What  goodes  have  I  bireft  thee  that 
weren  thyne?  Stiyf  or  plete  with  me, 
bifore  what  juge  that  thou  wolt,  of  the 

10  possessionn  of  richeasea  or  of  digniteea. 
And  yif  thou  mayst  ahewen  me  that  ever 
any  mortal  man  hath  received  any  of  tho 
thingea  to  ben  hiae  in  propre,  than  wol 
I  graunte  frely  that  alle  thilke  thingea 

15  weren  thyne  whiche  that  thou  axest. 
Whan  that  nature  brooghte  thee  forth 
out  of  thy  moder  wombe,  I  receyved  thee 
naked  and  nedy  of  alle  thinges,  and 
I    norisshede   thee  with  my  riohesaes, 

ao  and  was  redy  and  ententif  throngh  my 
favour  to  anateyne  thee ;  and  that  maketh 
thee  now  inpaoient  ayeina  me;  and 
I  envirounde  thee  with  alle  the  abonn- 


danoe  and  ahyninge  of  alle  goodes  that 
ben  in  my  right.  Now  it  lyketh  me  to  25 
with-drawen  my  hand;  thou  hast  had 
grace  as  he  that  hath  uaed  of  fbreine 
goodes;  thou  haat  no  right  to  pleyne 
thee,  as  though  thou  haddest  outrely  for- 
lorn alle  thy  thinges.  Why  pleyneat  thou  30 
thanne?  I  have  done  thee  no  wrong. 
Biohessea,  honours,  and  awiohe  other 
thinges  ben  of  my  right.  ICy  aervauntes 
knowen  me  fbr  hir  lady;  they  oosnen 
with  me,  and  departen  whan  I  wende.  35 
I  dar  wel  affermen  hardily,  that  yif  tho 
thinges,  of  which  thou  plesmest  that  thoa 
hast  forlorn,  hadde  ben  thyne,  thou  ne 
haddest  not  lorn  hem.  Shal  I  thanne 
only  ben  defended  to  uaen  my  right  ?  4c 
Certea,  it  is  levefol  to  the  hevene  to  make 
dere  dayes,  and,  after  that,  to  ooveran 
tho  same  dayes  with  derke  nightos.  The 
yeer  hath  eek  leve  to  apparailen  the 
visage  of  the  erthe,  now  with  floures  and  45 
jiow  with  fruit,  and  to  oonfonnden  hem 
som-tyme  with  reynes  and  with  coldes. 
The  see  hath  eek  hia  right  to  ben  aom- 
tyme  calme  and  blaundiahing  with 
smothe  water,  and  som-tyme  to  ben  hor-  50 
riUe  with  wawes  and  with  tempestes. 
But  the  oovetise  of  men,  that  may  nat 
ben  stanched,  shal  it  binds  me  to  ben 
stedefishst,  sin  that  stede&stnesse  ia  un- 
couth to  my  manerea  ?  Swioh  ia  my  55 
atrengthe,  and  thia  play  I  pleye  oon- 
tinuely.  I  tome  the  whirlinge  wheel 
with  the  toming  oercle ;  I  am  glad  to 
ohanngen  the  lowest  to  the  heyest,  and 
the  heyest  to  the  lowest.  Worth  up,  if  6c 
thou  wolt,  so  it  be  by  this  lawe,  that  thou 
ne  holde  nat  that  I  do  thee  wronge  thogh 
thou  desoende  adonn,  whan  the  resoun  of 
my  pley  axeth  it.  Wistest  thou  nat 
how  Cresna,  the  king  of  Lydiens,  of  65 
whiche  king  Qyms  waa  ful  sore  agaat 
a  litel  bifom,  that  this  rewliehe  Cresoa 
was  caught  of  Gyrvm  and  lad  to  the  iyr  to 
ben  brent,  but  that  a  rayn  desoendede 
doun  fro  hevene  that  reaoowede  him  ?  70 
And  is  it  out  of  thy  minde  how  that 
Faulna,  consul  of  Bome,  whan  he  hadde 
taken  the  king  of  Perdens,  weep  pitoualy 
for  the  of^vitee   of  the   self  kinge? 
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75  WhAt  other  thing  biwailen  the  oryingei 
of  tn^iediee  bat  only  the  dedee  of  Eortvne, 
that  -with  an  imivar  stroke  overtometh 

lealmesofgTete  nobl^? Close.  TVo- 

gedie  U  io  myn,  a  dUee  (^faprotperUeeJ^ 

Ho  a  tjpme,  that  endefh  in  wneekednette, 

Lemedest  net  thoa  in  OreJte,  whan  thou 
vere  ycmge,  that  in  the  entree,  or  in  the 
eAerty  of  Japiter,  ther  ben  oonohed  two 
tonnes ;  that  on  isftil  of  good,  that  other 

^isftdofharm?  What  right  hast  thou  to 
pleyne,  jif  thoa  haet  taken  more  plente- 
TGoa^  of  the  gode  syde,  that  is  to  myn,  of 
my  riehemeg  and  protpeHte$;  and  what 
eek  if  I  ne  be  nat  al  departed  fro  thee  ? 

<P  What  eek  yif  my  mutabUitee  yiveth  thee 
ligbtftil  canse  of  hope  to  ban  yit  beter 
thinges  f  Natheles  dism^ye  thee  nat  in 
Qny  thotight ;  and  thoa  that  art  pat  in 
the  oomone  realme  of  alle,  ne  deayre  nat 

95  to  liven  hy  thyn  only  pr(>pre  right. 

MvTBX  IL    Si  qwuUaM  rapidisjlaiibue 
ineUuM, 

Thoogh  Plentee,  thai  It  goddette  of 
riekemot  hielde  adoan  with  ftd  horn,  and 
withdraweth  nat  hir  hand,  as  many 
richisoos    as   the   see   tometh   npward 

5  asndes  whan  it  is  moeved  with  raviash- 
inge  Uastes,  or  elles  as  many  riohesses 
ss  ther  shynen  brighte  sterres  on  hevene 
on  the  sterry  nightes ;  yit,  for  al  that, 
mankinde  nolde  not  oese  to  wepe  wrecoh- 

10  «de  pi^yntes.  And  al  be  it  so  that  god 
nocQrreth  gladly  hir  preyers,  and  yiveth 
them  (as  fool-large)  moohe  gold,  and 
apandleth  ooveitoas  men  with  noUe  or 
dere  homnirs  :  yit  semeth  hem  haven 

i5y-get«ii  no-thing,  bat  alw^  hir  erael 
nnryne,  devooiinge  al  that  they  ban 
geftfln,  sheweth  other  gapinges ;  that  is  to 
9eyn^  gapen  and  desyrtn  yii  ajter  mo  rith- 
esses.  Whatbiydlesmightenwithholden, 

JO  to  any  eertein  ende,  the  desordenee  oove- 
tise  v£  men,  whan,  ever  the  rather  that  it 
fleteth  in  large  yiAes,  the  more  ay  bren* 
neth  in  hem  the  thorst  of  havinge? 
Certes  he  that,  qaakinge  and  dredfal, 

TSwensth  hinMnlven  nedy,  he  ne  liveth 
nevec^more  ziohe." 


Faoss  m.    Biis  igiiur  si  prose  tecum 
FortunaloqueretuT. 

Therfor,  yif  that  Fortone  spake  with 
thee  for  hir-self  in  this  manere,  for-sothe 
thoa  ne  haddest  nat  what  thoa  mightest 
answers.  And,  if  thoa  hast  any-thing 
wherwith  thoa  mayeet  rightftiUy  de-  5 
fenden  thy  oompleint,  it  behoveth  thee 
to  shewen  it ;  and  I  wol  yeven  thee  space 
to  tellen  it.'  Boece,  '  Certeynly,' qnod 
I  thanne,  ^thise  beth  faire  thinges, 
and  enointed  with  bony  swetenesse  of  10 
rethorike  and  masike;  and  only  whyl 
they  ben  herd  they  ben  delioioos.  But  to 
wreoohes  is  a  depper  felinge  of  harm ; 
this  is  to  seynt  that  wrecehes  felen  the 
harmes  that  they  suffren  mere  grevously  15 
than  the  remedies  or  the  dOites  of  thiae 
uwrdes  mowen  gladen  or  wmJ&rUn  Asm ;  so 
that,  whan  thise  thinges  stinten  for  to 
soone  in  eres,  the  sorwe  that  is  inset 
greveth  the  thooght.*  x> 

PML  *Bight  so  is  it,'qaodshe.  'For 
thise  ne  ben  yit  none  remedies  of  thy 
maladye ;  bat  they  ben  a  maner  norissh- 
inges  of  thy  sorwe,  yit  rebel  ayein  thy 
oaraoioan.  For  whan  that  tyme  is,  I  ^5 
shal  moeve  swiche  thinges  that  peroen 
hem-self  depe.  Bat  natheles,  that  thoa 
shalt  not  wilne  toleten  thy-self  a  wreoche, 
hast  thoa  fozyeten  the  noomber  and  the 
manere  of  thy  weleftilnesse  ?  I  holde  me  30 
stille,  how  that  the  soverayne  men  of  the 
oitee  token  thee  in  oare  and  kepinge, 
whan  thoa  were  orphelin  of  fader  and 
moder,  and  were  ohosen  in  a£9nitee  of 
princes  of  the  oitee ;  and  thoa  biganne  35 
rather  to  be  leef  and  dere  than  forto  ben 
a  neighbour;  the  whiche  thing  is  the 
most  preoioos  kinde  i!^  any  propinquitee 
or  alyaonoe  that  may  ben.  Who  is  it 
that  ne  seide  tho  that  thou  were  right  40 
weleftd,  with  so  grete  a  nobleye  of  thy 
fisdres-in-lawe,  and  with  the  chastitee  of 
thy  wyf,  and  with  the  oportonitee  and 
noblesse  of  thy  Tnawcniin  children,  thai  is 
to  seyn,  thy  sonesf  And  over  al  this— me  45 
list  to  passen  the  comune  thinges — how 
thou  haddest  in  thy  y outhe  digniteea  that 
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weren  wemed  to  olde  men.  Bat  it  de- 
lyteth  xne  to  oomen  now  to  the  singciler 

50  uphepinge  of  thy  welefulnesse.  Yif  any 
fruit  of  mortal  thinges  may  han  any 
weigh  te  or  "prys  of  welefblnesse,  mightest 
thou  ever  foiyeten,  for  any  chaxg«  of 
harm  that  mighte  bifalle,  the  remem- 

55  braunce  of  thilke  day  that  thou  saye  thy 
two  Bones  maked  conseileres,  and  y-lad 
to-gedere  fro  thyn  house  under  so  greet 
OBsemblee  of  senatoures  and  under  the 
blythenesse  of  poeple ;   and  whan  thou 

60  saye  hem  set  in  the  court  in  here  ohayeree 
of  dignitees?  Thou,  rethorien  or  pro- 
nouncere  of  kinges  pr  eysinges,  deseryedest 
glorio  of  wit  and  of  eloquence,  whan 
thou,  sittinge  bitwene  thy  two  sones,  oon- 

6$  seileres,  in  the  place  that  highte  Ciroo, 
ffulfuldest  the  abydinge  of  the  mul- 
titude of  poeple  that  was  sprad  abouten 
thee,  with  so  laige  preyainge  and  laude, 
as  men  singen  in  victories.     Tho  yave 

70  thou  wordee  to  Fortune,  as  I  trowe, 
tJiat  is  to  aeyn^  tho  f^ffMstt  thou  Fortune 
with  glosinge  wrrdes  and  deceivedeat  Air, 
whan  she  acoyede  thee  and  norisshede 
thee  Ad  hir  owne  delyoes.     Thou  here 

75  away  of  Fortune  a  yifte,  that  i$  to  myn, 
Bwiche  ffuerdoun^  that  she  never  yaf  to 
privoe  man.  Wilt  thou  therfor  leye 
a  rekeninge  with  Fortune?  She  hath 
now  twinkled  first  upon  thee  with  a  wik- 

8u  kede  eye.  Yif  thou  considere  the  noum- 
bre  and  the  manere  of  thy  blisses  and  of 
thy  sorwes,  thou  mas^st  nat  forsaken  that 
thou  art  yit  blisfnl.  For  if  thou  therfor 
weneet  thy-self  nat  weleful,  for  thinges 

85  that  tho  semeden  joyful  ben  passed,  ther 
nis  nat  why  thou  sholdest  wene  thy-self 
a  wrecche ;  for  thinges  that  semen  now 
sorye  passen  also.  Art  thou  now  oomen 
first,  a  sodein  gest,  in-to  the  shadwe  or 

90  tabernacle  of  this  lyf ;  or  trowest  thou 
that  any  stedefastnesse  be  in  mannes 
thinges,  whan  ofte  a  swift  houre  dis- 
solveth  the  same  man ;  that  is  to  seyn, 
whan  tiM  soule  departeth  fro  the  hodyf 

95  For,  al-though  that  selde  is  ther  any  feith 
that  fortunous  thinges  wolen  dweUen,  yit 
natheles  the  laste  day  of  a  mannes  lyf  is 
a  manere  deeth  to  Fortune,  and  also  to 


thilke  that  hath  dwelt.    And    therfor,* 
what,  wenestow,  thar  [thee]  reoehe,  yif  101  > 
thou  forlete  hir  in  deyinge,  or  elles  that 
she,    Fortune^    forlete   thee   in   fleeange 
awey? 

MsTRx  in.    Cfum  polo  Phebus 
roseis  quadrigis. 

Whan  Phebus,  the  sonne,  biginneth  to 
spreden  his  deemesse  with  rosene  chari- 
ette8,thanne  the  sterre,  y-dimmed,  paleth 
hir  whyte  cheres,  by  the  flambes  of  the 
Sonne  that  overcometh  the  sterre-light.  5 
This  is  to  seyn,  whan  the  sonne  is  risen^ 
the  dey-sterre  wexeth  pale^  and  leseth  hir 
light  for  the  grete  brighinesse  of  i3ke  scmne. 
Whan  the  wode  wexeth  rody  of  rosene 
floures,  in  the  first  somer  sesoun,  thorugh  10 
the  brethe  of  the  winde  Zephirus  that 
wexeth  warm,  yif  the  cloudy  wind  Anster 
blowe  felliche,  than  goth  awey  the  faire- 
nesse  of  thomes.  Ofbe  the  see  is  deer 

and  oahn  withoute  moevinge  flodes ;  and  15 
ofte  the  horrible  wind  Aquilon  moovcth 
boilinge  tempestes  and  over^whelveth  the 
see.  Tif  the  forme  of  this  worlde  is  so 
selde  stable,  and  yif  it  tuxneth  by  so 
many  entrechaunginges,  wolt  thou  thanne  20 
tmsten  in  the  tomblinge  fortunes  of 
men?  Wolt  thou  trowen  on  flittingo 
goodes?  It  is  certein  and  establisshed 
by  lawe  perdurable,  that  no-thing  that  is 
engendred  nis  stodefast  ne  stable.'  2^ 

Fbosv  IY.     Tunc  ego^  uera^ 
inquam,  commemoras. 

Thanne  seide  I  thus :  *  O  norice  of  alle 
vertues,  thou  seistfhl  sooth ;  ne  I  ne  may 
nat  forsake  the  right  swiito  oours  of  my 
prosperitee ;  that  is  to  myn,  ihatprotperttee 
ne  be  comen  to  me  foonder  swiftly  amd  some,  5 
But  this  is  a  thing  that  greetly  smerteth 
me  whan  it  remembreth  me.  For  in  alio 
adversitee  of  fortune,  the  most  unaely 
kindo  of  oontrarious  fortune  is  to  han 
ben  -welefUL'  k, 

PhiL  *  But  that  thou,'  quod  she,  *  aby«st 
thus  the  torment  of  thy  iklse  opinioon, 
that  mayst  thou  nat  rightAUly  blam«n 
ne  aretten  to  thinges :  as  who  seitk,  fbr 
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T5  ihau  haHyU  many  habundaimeei  ofiMnffet. 

Text  Eor  al  be  it  so  that  the  ydel 

name  of  aventaxoiu  weleftilikesae  moeveth 
thee  now,  it  is  lereAil  that  thoa  rekne 
vith  me  of  how  manye  grete  thinges 

y>  thoa  bast  yit  plentee.  And  therfor,  yif 
that  thilhe  thing  that  thou  haddett  for 
moct  iKreciona  in  al  thy  riohesse  of  foi> 
tune  be  kept  to  thee  jrit,  laiy  the  grace  of 
god,  nnwemmed  and  tmdefbnled,  majst 

^  thoa  thanne  pleyne  rightftiUy  upon  the 
meaehef  of  Portnne,  sin  thon  hast  yit  thy 
beste  thingea  t  Certes,  yit  liveth  in  good 
point  thilka  preeiooa  honour  of  man- 
kinde,  S^maens,  thy  wyres  fader,  whioh 

10  that  ia  a  man  maked  alle  of  sapience  and 
of  verta  ;  the  whiohe  man  thoa  wdldest 
fayen  rede^  with  the  prys  of  thyn  owne 
lyf  Ha  biwiiyleth  the  wronges  that  men 
don  to  tliee,  and  nat  ftir  him-self ;  for  he 

35  Hveth  in  sihamesse  of  any  sentences  pat 
•yeina  him.  And  yit  liveth  thy  wyf, 
that  is  atempre  of  wit,  and  passinge  other 
vimmen  in  olenneese  of  ehastetee ;  and 
for  I  wol  doflen  shortely  hir  boontees,  she 

40  is  lyk  to  hir  fiuter.  I  telle  thee  wel,  that 
she  liveth  looth  of  this  lyf,  and  kepeth  to 
thee  only  hir  gooet ;  and  is  al  maat  and 
overcomen  by  wepinge  and  sorwe  for 
de^yr  of  thee,  in  the  whiche  thing  only 

45  I  moo*  gnranten  that  thy  welefhlnesse  is 
amennaed.  What  shal  I  s^yn  eek  of  thy 
ivo  sonee,  oonseiloarB,  of  whiohe,  as  of 
children  of  hir  age,  ther  shyneth  the 
lykneese  of  the  wit  of  hir  fader  or  of  hir 

51J  elder  ftder  9  And  bin  tho  sovereyn  care 
of  alle  mortel  folk  is  to  saven  hir  owen 
lyn^  O  how  weleftd  art  thoa,  yif  thoa 
knowe  thy  goodes !  For  yit  ben  ther 
thinges  dwelled  to  thee-ward,  that  no 

S5man  doateth  that  they  ne  ben  more 
dereworthe  to  thee  than  thyn  owen  lyf. 
And  fos^tby  drye  thy  teres,  for  yit  nis 
aat  everieh  fortane  al  hatefol  to  thee- 
ward,  ne  orer  greet  tempest  hath  nat  yit 

^  bUesa  npon  thee,  whan  that  thyn  anores 
eleven  fitfte,  that  neither  wolen  snffiren 
the  eoon^wt  of  this  tyme  present  ne  the 
hope  of  tyme  cominge  to  passen  ne  to 
faylen.'        ifoece.  '  And  I  pr^e,'  qaod  I, 

65  '  that   fiurte    moten    they   halden ;   for 


whyles  that  they  halden,  how-eo-ever  that 
thinges  ben,  I  shal  wel  fleten  forth  and 
escapen ;  bat  thoa  mayst  wel  seen  how 
grete  aparayles  and  aray  that  me  lak- 
keth,  that  ben  passed  away  fro  me.*  70 

ThU,  *  I  have  som-what  avaansed  and 
forthered  thee,*  qaod  she,  *  yif  that  thon 
anoye  nat  or  forthinke  nat  of  al  thy 
fortane :  <u  toko  teUh^  I  have  aom'tchat 
eomforUd  thee^  90  that  thou  tempeit  thee  75 
nat  thua  wUh  al  thyjbrtune,  ein  thou  hoii 
yUihyhetUthingea.  Batlmaynat  safiren 
thy  delioes,  that  plejmest  so  wepinge  and 
angaissoas,  for  that  ther  lakketh  som- 
what  to  thy  weleftdnesse.  For  what  man  80 
is  so  sad  or  of  so  parfit  welefalnesse,  that 
he  ne  stiyveth  and  pl^neth  on  som  halve 
ayen  the  qoalitee  of  his  esfcat  ?  For-why 
fol  angaissoas  thing  is  the  condicioan  of 
mannes  goodes ;  for  either  it  oometh  nat  85 
al-togider  to  a  wight,  or  elles  it  last  nat 
perpetneL  For  sam  man  hath  grete 
riohesses,  bat  he  is  ashamed  of  his  on- 
gentel  linage ;  and  som  is  renowned  of 
noblesse  of  kinrede,  bat  he  is  enclosed  in  9" 
so  grete  angaisshe  of  nede  of  thinges,  that 
him  were  lever  that  he  were  anknowe. 
And  som  man  haboandeth  both  in  rich- 
esse  and  noblesse,  bat  yit  he  bewaileth 
his  ohaste  lyf,  for  he  ne  hath  no  wyf.  95 
And  som  man  is  wel  and  selily  y-maried, 
bat  he  hath  no  children,  and  noriasheth 
his  richesses  to  the  ^res  of  strange 
folkes.  And  som  man  is  gladed  with 
children,  bat  he  wepeth  ftil  sory  for  the  100 
trespas  of  his  sone  or  of  his  doaghter. 
And  for  this  ther  ne  aoordeth  no  wight 
lightly  to  the  condicioan  of  his  fortane ; 
for  alwey  to  every  man  ther  is  in  som- 
what  that,  anassayed,  he  ne  wot  nat ;  or  105 
elles  he  dredeth  that  he  hath  assayed. 
And  adde  this  also,  that  every  welefal 
man  hath  a  fal  delioat  feUnge  ;  so  that, 
bat-yif  alle  thinges  bifalle  at  his  owne 
wil,  for  he  is  impaeient,  or  is  nat  ased  to  1 10 
han  non  adversitee,  anon  he  is  throwen 
adoan  for  every  litel  thing.  And  fol  litel 
thinges  ben  tho  that  withdrawen  the 
somme  or  the  perfbccioan  of  blisf^ilnesse 
fro  hem  that  ben  moat  fortanat.  How  115 
many  men,  trowest  thoa,  wolden  demen 
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ham-self  to  ben  olxnoet  in  hevene,  yif 
they  mighten  atayne  to  the  leeet  party  of 
theremnauntofthy  forttme?  Thiflaame 

I20  place  that  thou  olepest  eadl,  is  oontree  to 
hem  that  enhabiten  heer,  and  forthy 
nothing  [is]  wrecched  bat  vrhan  thon 
wenest  it :  at  who  mith^  thou  th/jf-m^f,  ns 
no  loight  eUet^  nit  a  wreeehe^  but  wham  he 

12$  weneth  him^tdfa  wrtochs  hy  r^p*Uaeloun  of 
hit  corofft.  And  ayeinward,  alle  foxtnne 
IB  blisfnl  to  a  man  by  the  agreaUetee  or 
by  the  egalitee  of  him  that  soffireth  it. 
What  man  is  that,  that  ia  go  weleM, 

130  that  nolde  changen  his  estat  whan  he 
hath  lost  paoienoe?  The  swetnesse  of 
mannes  weleMnesse  is  sprayned  with 
many  bitemessee;  the  -whiche  vreUftd- 
nesse,  al-thoogh  it  seme  swete  and  joyfUL 

135  to  hem  that  nseth  it,  yit  may  it  nat  ben 
Mrith-holden  that  it  ne  goth  away  whan  it 
wole.  Thanneisitwelsene,howwreoohed 
is  the  blisAilnesse  of  mortal  thinges,  that 
neither  it  doreth  perpetnel  with   hem 

140  that  every  fortune  receiven  agreablely  or 
egaly,  ne  it  delyteth  nat  in  al  to  hem 
that  ben  angoissons.  O  ye  mortal  folk, 
what  soke  ye  thanne  blisfalnesse  oat  of 
yoar-self,  whiche  that  is  pat  in  jroor-self  ? 

145  Erronr  and  folye  oonfonndeth  yow. 

I  shal  shewe  thee  shortely  the  poynt 
of  sovereyne  blisfalnesse.  Is  ther  any- 
thing more  precious  to  thee  than  thy- 
self? Thou  wolt  answere, "  nay."  Thanne, 

15)  yif  it  BO  be  that  thou  art  mighty  over 
thy-solf,  that  it  to  sflyn,  by  tranquHlUM  of 
thy  totble^  than  hast  thou  thing  in  thy 
power  that  thou  noldest  never  lesen,  ne 
Fortune  ne   may  nat  beneme  it  thee. 

155  And  that  thou  mayst  knowe  that  blisAil- 
nesse  ne  may  nat  standen  in  thinges  that 
ben  fortonous  and  temper^  now  under- 
Btonde  and  gader  it  to-gidere  thus:  Tif 
blisfalnesBe  be  the  sovereyn  good  of  nature 

160  that  liveth  by  resoun,  ne  thilke  thing  nis 
nat  sovereyn  good  that  may  be  taken 
awey  in  any  wyse,  (for  more  worthy 
thing  and  more  digne  is  thilke  thing  that 
may  nat  ben  taken  awey) ;  than  sheweth 

165  it  wel,  that  the  unstablenesse  of  fortune 
may  nat  atayne  to  receiven  verray  blis- 
falnesse.   And  yit  moreH>ver :  what  man 


that  this  toumbling  welefyUnesse  ledeth, 
either  he  woot  that  it  is  ohaungeable,  or 
elles  he  woot  it  nat.  And  yif  he  woot  170 
it  nat,  jirhAt  Uisfol  fortune  may  ther  be 
in  the  blindnesse  of  ignoranoe  ?  And  yif 
he  woot  that  it  is  ohaungeable,  he  moot 
alwey  ben  adrad  that  he  ne  lose  that 
thing  that  he  ne  doubteth  nat  but  that  175 
he  may  lesen  it ;  at  who  ttlthy  ht  mot  btn 
alwty  agatt,  lett  he  lete  that  he  wot  loel  he 
may  lete  it  For  which,  the  oontinuel 
dreed  that  he  hath  ne  suffireth  him  nat 
to  ben  welefUL  Or  yif  he  lose  it,  he  i8u 
weneth  to  be  dispysed  and  forleten. 
Certes  eek,  that  is  a  Ail  Utel  good  that 
is  bom  with  evene  herte  whan  it  is  lost ; 
that  it  to  ssyn,  that  tnen  do  no  more  fort  of 
Mb  lose  Man  of  the  hamnge.  And  for  as  185 
moohe  as  thou  thy-self  art  he,  to  whom  it 
hath  ben  shewed  and  proved  by  tal 
maaaye  demonstraoiouns,  as  I  wot  wel, 
that  the  sowlee  of  men  ne  mowe  nat 
deyen  In  no  wyse ;  and  eek  sin  it  is  cleer  190 
and  oertein,  that  fortonous  welefiilneSBe 
endeth  by  the  deeth  of  the  body ;  it  may 
nat  ben  douted  that,  yif  that  deeth  may 
take  awey  blisfNilnesse,  that  alle  the  kinde 
of  mortal  thinges  ne  desoendeth  in*to  195 
wieochednesse  by  the  ende  of  the  deeth. 
And  sin  we  knowen  wel,  that  many  a 
man  hath  sought  the  fruit  of  bliaftilnesae 
nat  only  with  sufhinge  of  deeth,  but  eek 
with  su£EHnge  of  peynes  and  tormentes ;  aoa 
how  mighte  than  this  present  lyf  maken 
men  blisful,  sin  that,  whan  thilke  aelve 
lyf  is  ended,  it  ne  maksth  folk  no 
wreoches? 

HsTBS  lY.    Quitg[ttit  wjiUt  perennem. 

What  manor  man,  stabile  and  war,  that 
wole  founden  him  a  perduraUe  sete,  and 
ne  wole  nat  ben  oast  down  with  the  loude 
blastes  of  the  wind  Bams;  and  wole 
despyse  the  see,  manaainge  with  flodes;  5 
lat  him  esohewen  to  bilde  on  the  cop 
of  the  mountaigne  or  in  the  moiste  saadea. 
For  the  felle  wind  Auster  tormBnteth  the 
cop  of  the  mountaigne  with  all  his 
strengthes ;  and  the  lauie  saades  refosen  10 
to  beren  the  hevy  wi^te*       And  forthy, 
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if  thim  wolt  fleen  the  perilous  aventiue, 
thai  is  to  Myn,  qftke  wortde ;  have  minde 
oerteinlj  to  flcchen  ihyn  hooM  of  a  mexye 

15  site  in  a  loive  itooii.  F6r  al-thoog^  the 
wind,  troahlin^  the  eeev  thondre  with 
orer-throwingee,  thou  that  art  pat  in 
qoiete,  and  weleftd  hy  etrengthe  of  thy 
palia,  Shalt  leden  a  olaer  age,  soominge 

*>  the  woodnesNS  and  the  ires  of  the  eyr. 

PbosxT.   8€t  cum  raHonum  iam  in  te, 

Bai  for  as  moohe  as  the  norisdiinges 
of  my  resoans  desoenden  now  in*to  thee, 
I  tfowa  it  were  tyme  to  luen  a  litel 
■txvnger  medioynea  Now  Tinderstond 
Shear,  al  were  it  so  that  the  yiftes  of 
Foriona  ne  werenathmtel  ne  transitorie, 
what  is  ther  in  hem  that  may  he  thyn 
in  any  ^yma,  or  elles  that  it  nis  foal,  yif 
thai  it  be  oonsiderad  and  loked  perfttly  ? 

to  HichoBsos,  hea  th^  preeions  by  the  natore 
of  hem-self,  or  elles  by  the  nataze  of 
thee?  What  is  most  worth  of  ridhesses? 
Is  it  nat  gold  or  might  of  moneys 
assembled?     Certes,    thilke    gold   and 

15  thilke  moneye  shyneth  and  yeveth  betere 
lenonn  to  hem  that  despenden  it  thaane 
to  thUke  folk  that  mokeren  it ;  for  avar- 
ioe  maketh  alweymokererestoben  hated, 
and  largesse  maketh  folk  dleer  of  zenoon. 

ao  For  sin  that  swich  thing  as  is  transferred 
fkam  o  man  to  another  ne  may  nat 
dweOfin  with  no  man ;  oertes,  thaane  is 
thUka  moneys  preoioDS  whan  it  is  trans- 
lated into  other  folk  and  stenteth  to  ben 

J5  had,  by  osage  of  large  yoTinge  €f  Mm 
Html  kaih  ynm.  iL  And  also :  yif  that  al 
the  moneye  that  is  over-al  in  the  worlde 
were  gadexed  toward  o  man,  it  sholde 
maken  alle  other  men  to  ben  nedy  as  of 

JO  thai  And  oertes  a  yoys  al  hool,  thai 
i$  to  ttym,  wiih^)9ae  ameHuttnffe,  tdUiUettL 
to-gidare  thc^  hering  of  moche  folk ;  bat 
OBstea,  yoaze  xiehesses  ne  mowen  nat 
jwiswin  in-to  moehe  foUcewith-oote  amen- 

itSiiBnge.  And  whan  they  ben  apassed, 
nodes  thsy  maken  hem  pore  that  for-gon 
the  richeases.  O I  streite  and  nedy  dope 
I  this  riehosse,  sin  that  many  folk  ne 
may  nat  han  it  al,  ne  al  may  it  nat 


oomen  to  o  man  with-oaten  povertee  of  4^ 
alle  other  folk!    And  the  shyninge  of 
gemmes,    that  I  clapa   predou*    ttonea, 
dzaweth  it  nat  the  eyen  of  folk  to  hem- 
ward,  Oat  <»  to  •syni/o^'tAe  beotftetf?    Bnt 
oertes,  yif  ther  were  beantee  or  bonntee  45 
in  the  shyninge  of  stones,  thilke  deer- 
nesse  is  of  the  stones  hem-self,  and  nat 
of  men ;  for  whiohe  I  wondre  gretly  that 
men  mervailen  on  swiehe  thlnges.    For- 
why,  what  thing  is  it,  that  yif  it  wanteth  50 
moeving  and  joyntore  of  sowle  and  body, 
that  by  right  mights  semen  a  fair  orea- 
tors  to  him  that  hath  a  sowle  of  resonn  ? 
For  al  be  it  so  that  gemmes  drawen  to 
hem-self  a  litel  of  the  laste  beantee  of  the  55 
world,  throogh  the  entente  of  hir  oreatoar 
and  throngh  the  distinocioan  of  hem-self ; 
yit,  for  as  mochel  as  they  ben  pat  onder 
yoare  exoellenoe,  they  ne  han  nat  deserved 
1^  no  wey  that  ye  sholden  mervailen  on  60 
hem.  And  the  beantee  of  feldes,  delyteth 
it  nat  moohel  nn-to  yow  ? ' 

Boeos,  *  Why  sholde  it  nat  delj^ten  as, 
sin  that  it  is  a  right  fjsdr  poroioan  of  the 
right  foire  werke,  that  i$  to  a&yn,  of  this  65 
foorld  ?  And  right  so  ben  we  gladed  som- 
tjrme  of  the  fooe  of  the  see  whan  it  is 
dleer;  and  also  mervailen  we  on  the 
hevene  and  on  the  sterres,  and  on  the 
Sonne  and  on  the  mono.'  7^ 

PMZofopAye.  *  Aperteneth,'  qaod  she, 
'any  of  thilke  thinges  to  thee?  Why 
darst  thoa  glori^en  thee  in  the  shyninge 
of  any  swiohe  thinges?  Ait  thoa  dis- 
tingwed  and  embelised  by  the  spzinginge  75 
floares  of  the  first  somer  sesoon,  or 
swelleth  thy  plentee  in  the  firoites  of 
somer?  Why  art  thoa  ravisshed  with 
ydeljoyes?  Why  embzacest  thoa  straange 
goodes  as  they  weren  thyne  ?  Fortone  ne  80 
shal  never  maken  that  swiehe  thinges 
ben  thyne,  that  natare  of  thinges  hath 
maked  fozeine  fro  thee.  Sooth  is  that, 
with-oaten  doate,  the  frates  of  the  erthe 
owen  to  ben  to  the  norissinge  of  bestes.  85 
And  yif  thoa  wolt  folfiUe  thy  node  after 
that  it  saf^seth  to  natare,  than  is  it  no 
node  that  thoa  aeke  after  the  saperfloitee 
of  fortane.  For  with  Ail  fewe  things 
and  with  Ail  litel  thinges  natare  halt  hir  90 
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apayed ;  and  yif  thon  wolt  aohoken  the 
fhlfiUinge  of  natnre  with  saperflaitees, 
oertes,  thilke  thinges  that  thoa  "wait 
thresten  or  pooren  in-to  nataxe  ahallen 

95  ben  mvjoyftd  to  thee,  or  elles  anoyous. 
WeneBt  thoa  eek  that  it  be  a  fiur  thing 
to  shyne  with  dyverse  dothinge?  Of 
whiche  dothinge  yif  the  bdantee  be 
agreeable  to  loken  np-on,  I  wol  mervailen 

loo  on  the  natore  of  the  matera  of  thUks 
clothes,  or  ellaa  on  the  werkman  that 
wronghte  hem.  But  also  a  long  route  of 
meynee,  maketh  that  a  bliaftd  man  ?  The 
whiche  aeryante,  yif  they  ben  -vioioiia  of 

f<>5  condicionna,  it  ia  a  great  charge  and  a 
distmocioon  to  the  hona,  and  a  greet 
enemy  to  the  lord  him-aelf  .  And  yif  they 
ben  goode  men,  how  ahal  atrannge  or 
foreine  goodneaae  ben  put  in  the  nounbre 

I  ID  of  thy  richeaae  ?  So  that,  by  all  theae 
forseide  thingee,  it  ia  clearly  y-ahewed, 
that  never  oon  of  thilke  thingaa  that 
thou  aconnteddst  for  thyne  gpoodee  nas 
nat  thy  good.    In  the  whiohe  thinges, 

1 15  yif  ther  be  no  beantee  to  ban  devyred, 
why  iholdeat  thoa  ben  aoxy  yif  thou  leae 
hem,  or  why  aholdeat  thou  r^joyaen  thee 
to  holden  hem  ?  For  yif  they  ben  fiure 
of  hir  owne  kinde,  what  aperteneth  that 

laotothee?  Eor  al  ao  wel aholden  th«y  han 
ben  faire  by  hem-aelve,  though  th^  weren 
departed  fnun  aUe  thyne  rioheaaea.  For- 
why  faire  ne  preoioaa  ne  weren  th^  nat, 
for  that  they  oomen  among  thy  rioheaaea ; 

135  bat,  for  they  aemeden  £ure  and  predons, 
ther-for  thou  haddest  lever  rekne  hem 
amongea  thy  rioheaaea.  Bat  what  de- 
sireat  thou  of  Fortune  with  ao  grete  a 
noiae,  and  with  ao  grete  a  &re?    I  trowe 

i^>  thou  aeke  to  dryve  awey  nede  with  ha* 
bundaunoe  of  thingea;  but  oertea,  it 
tometh  to  you  al  in  the  oontrarie. 
Forwhy  oertea,  it  nedeth  of  fdl  manye 
helpingea   to   kepen    the    diveraitee    of 

i\5  preoioaa  oatelmenta.  And  aooth  it  ia, 
that  of  manye  thingea  han  they  nede 
that  manye  thingea  han ;  and  ayeinward, 
of  litel  nedeth  hem  that  meearen  hir  fille 
after  the  nede  of  kinde,  and  nat  after 

140  the  outrage  of  ooveityae.  Ia  it  thanne  ao, 
that  ye  men    ne  han  no  proper   good 
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y-aet  in  you,  fbr  which  ye  moten  aeken 
outward  youre  goodaa  in  foreine  and 
aubgit  thingea?  80  ia  thanne  the  oon- 
dioioon  of  thingea  tomed  up-ao-down, 
that  a  man,  that  ia  a  devyne  beeat  by 
merite  of  his  reaoun,  thinketh  that  him- 
aelf  nia  neither  faire  ne  noUe,  bnt-yif 
it  be  thorugh  poaaaaaiann  of  oatelmenta 
that  ne  haa  no  aowleai  And  oertea,  al  15 
other  thingea  ben  apayed  of  hir  owne 
beautee ;  but  ye  men,  that  ben  aemblablo 
to  god  by  your  reaonable  thought,  deairen 
to  apaxailen  your  eocoellent  kinde  of  the 
loweat  thingea ;  ne  ye  undacstonden  nat  15 
how  greet  a  wrong  ye  don  to  yoor 
creatour.  For  he  wdlde  that  man  kinde 
were  moat  wmthy  and  noble  of  any  othie 
erthely  thingea ;  'and  ye  threate  adoon 
your  dignitees  benethe  theloweat  thingea. 
For  yif  that  al  the  good  of  every  thinge 
be  more  preoioua  than  k  thilke  thing 
whoa  that  the  good  ia:  ain  ye  demen 
that  the  fouleate  thingea  ban  youre 
goodea,  thanne  aubmitten  ye  and  putten  165 
youx^eelven  under  iho  ficmleate  thingea 
by  your  eatimaeioun;  and  oertea,  thia 
tydeth  nat  with-oute  youre  deaertea.  Tor 
oertea,  awiohe  ia  the  oondioioun  of  aUe 
mankinde,  that  only  whan  it  hath  know-  17c 
inge  of  it-aelve,  than  paaaeth  it  in 
noblaaae  alle  other  thingea ;  and  whan 
it  forleteth  the  knowinge  of  it-aelf ,  than 
ia  it  brought  binethen  alle  beeatea  For> 
why  al  other  livinge  beeatea  han  of  kinde  175 
to  knowe  nat  hem-aelf ;  but  whan  that 
men  leten  the  knowinge  of  hemael^  it 
oometh  hem  cf  vioa  But  how  brode 
aheweth  the  errour  and  the  fidye  of  yow 
men,  that  wenen  that  any  thing  may  180 
ben  aparailed  with  atraunge  aparaile- 
menta  1  But  for  aothe  that  may  nat  ben 
doon.  For  yif  a  wight  ahyneih  with 
thingea  that  ban  put  to  him,  a»  ttwa,  if 
thUke  tkinifm  ikyneH  wOh  w^  a  mamit  i8<^ 
aparcdUdy  certee,  thilke  thingea,  ben 
comended  and  pr^yaed  with  which  he  ia 
i^Murailed;  but  nathelea,  the  thing  that 
ia  covered  and  wrapped  under  that 
dwelleth  in  hia  fllthe.  And  I  denye  igo 
that  thilke  thing  be  good  that  anoyeth 
him  that  hath  it.     Oabbe  I  of  thia? 
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Thott  woU  Beye  "  nay.**  Gortes,  richeeses 
htok  ano3^ed  fhl  ofte  hem  that  han  tho 

135  TJehoMtw ;  sin  that  every  wihked  shrewe, 
faad  for  his  wikkednene  the  more  gredy 
after  other  folkes  neheasee,  wher-eo  ever 
it  he  in  any  place,  he  it  ^Id  or  preciotis 
■tonee),  weneth  him  only  most  "worthy 

JOT)  that  faath  hem.  Thou  thonne,  that  so 
bi^  dx«deet  now  the  swerd  and  now  the 
spere,  yif  thoa  haddest  entred  in  the 
path  of  this  lyf  a  voide  wayferinge  man, 
dian  woldest  thoa  singe  befom  the  theef ; 

jioot  «oAo  mithj  a  pore  wuin,  thai  herih  no 
ridkeme  cm  Mm  hy  Gke  weye,  may  boltdely 
tinge  bi/b/m  thevee,  for  he  haiXh  wik  viherof 
io  ben  rohbed,  O  preoioos  and  right  oleer 
if  the  bliafnlnesse  of  mortal  richeasea, 

^15  that,  wlian  thou  hast  geten  it,  than  hast 
thoa  lorn  thy  sikemesBe  I 

Kkthx  V.    Felix  nimium  prior  etae. 

BUsfnl  was  the  first  age  of  men  I  They 
helden  hem  apayed  with  the  metes  that 
the  trewe  feldes  hrooghten  fbrth.  They 
ne  distroyede  nor  deoeivede  nat  hem-aelf 

5  with  outrage.  They  weren  wont  lightly 
to  slaken  hir  hunger  at  even  with  aoomes 
of  cites.  They  ne  oonde  nat  medly  the 
yifle  of  Bachns  to  the  deer  hony ;  that 
it  to  eeyn,  they  eoude  make  no  piment  nor 

10  tHarree ;  ne  they  conde  nat  medio  the 
brigjkte  fleeses  of  the  oontree  of  Seriens 
with  the  venim  of  1^0 ;  thie  i$  to  aeyn^ 
they  amde  nai  deyen  v^yte  Jleeaea  of  Serien 
fxmtree  wUh  the  hlode  of  a  maner  eheHfiethe 

15  auU  menfinden  in  Tyrie^  tmtik  vdMche  blood 
men  deyen  purpur.  They  slepen  hooloom 
depes  xrp-on  the  gras,  and  dronken  of  the 
renninge  wateres ;  and  layen  under  the 
ffaadwes  of  the  heye  pyn-trees.    Ke  no 

X)  gest  ne  stranngere  ne  oarf  yit  the  heye 
see  with  ores  or  with  shippes ;  ne  they 
ne  hadde  seyn  yit  none  newe  strondes, 
to  leden  marohaondyse  in-to  dyverse 
ootttrees.    Iho  weren  the  omel  clarionns 

i5  fnl  hnst  and  tol  stille,  ne  blood  y-shad 
by  egre  hate  ne  hadde  nat  deyed  yit 
armtzres.  "For  wher-to  or  which  wood- 
nesse  of  enemys  wolde  first  moeven  armes, 
whan  they  seyen  cruel  woundes,  ne  none 


modes  he  of  blood  y-shad  P        I  wolde  30 
that  oure  tymes  sholde  tome  ayein  to 
Uie  olde  maneres !    But  the  angoissous 
love  of  havinge  brenneth  in  folk  more 
cmely  than  the  iyr  of  the  mountaigne 
Ethna,  that  ay  brertnetK      Alias !   what  35 
was  he  that  first  dalf  up  the  gobetes  or 
the  weightes  of  gold  covered  imder  ertho, 
and  the  precious  stones  that  wolden  haa 
ben  hid?     He  dalf  tip  precious  perils. 
That  ie  to  eeyn,  that  M  that  hem  first  up  40 
ddlf^  he  do3kf  vp  a  preciovs  peril;  for-tohy 
Jbr  the  predousneeee  ofewiche  thingey  hath 
many  man  ben  inperiL 

PaossYL  Quid  autem  de  dignitaUbue. 

But  what  shal  I  seye  of  dignitees  and 
of  powers,  the  whiche  ye  men,  that 
neither  knowen  verray  dignitee  ne  verray 
power,  areysen  horn  as  heye  as  tho 
hevene  ?  The  whiche  dignitees  and  5 
powers,  yif  they  comen  to  any  wikked 
man,  they  don  as  grete  damages  and 
destrucciouns  as  doth  the  flaumbe  of  the 
mountaigne  Ethna,  whan  the  flaumbe 
walweth  up ;  ne  no  deluge  ne  doth  so  10 
cruel  harmes.  Gertes,  thee  remembreth 
wel,  as  I  trowe,  that  thiUce  dignitee  that 
men  depen  the  imperie  of  eonsulers,  the 
whiche  that  whylom  was  biginniuge  of 
fredom,  youre  eldres  coveiteden  to  han  15 
don  away  that  dignitee,  for  the  piyde  of 
the  eonsulers.  And  right  for  the  same 
pryde  your  eldres,  bifom  that  tyme, 
hadden  don  awey,  out  of  the  citee  of 
Borne,  the  kinges  name ;  that  is  to  seyn^  90 
they  nolde  han  no  lenger  no  king.  But  now, 
yif  so  be  that  dignitees  and  powers  be 
yeven  to  goode  men,  the  whiche  thing 
is  tal  Belde,  what  agreable  thing  is  ther 
in  tho  dignitees  or  i)ower8  but  only  the  ^5 
goodnesse  of  folkes  that  usen  hem  ?  And 
therfor  it  is  thus,  that  honour  ne  comth 
nat  to  vertu  for  cause  of  dignitee,  but 
ayeinward  honour  comth  to  dignitee  for 
cause  of  vertu.  But  whiche  is  thilke  30 
youre  dereworthe  power,  that  is  so  cleor 
and  so  requerable?  O  ye  ertheliche 
bestes,  considere  ye  nat  over  which 
things  that  it  semeth  that  ye  han  power  ? 
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55  Now  yif  thon  saye  a  moos  amonges  other 
mys,  that  chalannged  to  hlm-self-waTd 
right  and  power  over  alle  other  mya, 
how  greet  soom  woldest  thon  han  of  it  I 
Glosa.  So  fareth  it  hy  men  ;  the  body  hath 

40  potoer  aver  the  body,  For  yif  thon  loke 
wel  np-on  the  body  of  a  wight,  what 
thing  ahfdt  thon  finde  more  freele  than  i» 
mankinde ;  the  whiohe  men  wel  ofte  ben 
slayn  with  bytinge  of  smale  fly ee,  or  elles 

45  with  the  entringe  of  orepinge  wormes 
in-to  the  privetees  of  mannes  body?  Bnt 
wher  shal  man  finden  any  man  that  may 
ezeroen  or  hannten  any  right  np-on 
another  man,  bat  only  np-on  his  body, 

50  or  elles  np-on  thinges  that  ben  lowere 
than  the  body,  the  whiche  I  depe  for- 
tonons  possessionns  ?  liayst  thon  ever 
have  any  oomaondement  over  a  free 
corage?  Mayst  thon  remnen  fro  the  estat 

55  of  his  propre  reste  a  thought  that  is 
dyvinge  to-gidere  in  him-self  by  stede- 
fast  reeonn?  As  whylom  a  tyrannt 
wende  to  oonfonnde  a  free  man  of  corage, 
and  wende  to  oonstreyne  him  by  torment, 

60  to  maken  him  discoveren  and  acnsen  folk 
that  wisten  of  a  coninraoioxm,  which  I 
depe  a  confederacies  that  was  cast  ayeins 
this  tyrannt ;  but  this  free  man  boot  of 
his  owne  tonge  and  caste  it  in  the  visage 

65  of  thilke  wode  tyrannt ;  so  that  the  tor- 
ments that  this  tyrannt  wende  to  han 
maked  matere  of  omeltee,  this  wyse  man 
maked  it  matere  of  vertn. 
Bnt  what  thing  is  it  that  a  man  may 

70  don  to  another  man,  that  he  ne  may 
reoeyven  the  same  thing  of  othre  folk 
in  him-self :  or  ihue^  vahai  may  a  man  don 
to  folks  thai  folk  ne  may  don  him  the  eamef 
I  have  herd  told  of  Bnsirides,  that  was 

75  wont  to  sleen  his  gestes  that  herberweden 
in  his  hons ;  and  he  was  sleyn  him-self 
of  Eronles  that  was  his  gest.  Begnlos 
hadde  taken  in  bataile  many  men  of 
Affrike  and  cast  hem  in-to  feteres;  but 

80  sone  after  he  moste  yeve  his  handes  to 
ben  bonnde  with  the  cheynes  of  hem  that 
he  hadde  whylom  overoomen.  Wenest 
thon  thanne  that  he  be  mighty,  that 
hath  no  power  to  don  a  thing,  that  othre 

85  ne  may  don  in  him  that  he  doth  in  othre? 


And  yit  more-over,  yif  it  so  were  that 
thise  dignitees  or  poweres  hadden  any 
propre  or  natnzal  goodnease  in  hem-aelf, 
never  nolden  they  oomen  to  shrewea* 
For  oontrarions  thinges  ne  ben  nat  wont  90 
to  ben  y-felawahiped  to-gidere.  Natnre 
reftiseth  that  oontrarions  thinges  ben 
y-joigned.  And  so,  ■•  I  am  in  oertein 
that  right  wikked  folk  han  dignitees  ofte 
tyme,  than  sheweth  it  wel  that  dignitees  95 
and  powers  ne  ben  nat  goode  of  hir  owne 
kinde ;  sin  that  they  sofiren  hem-self  to 
eleven  or  joinen  hem  to  shrewes.  And 
oertes,  the  same  thing  nuiy  I  most 
digneliohe  jngen  and  seyn  of  alle  the  icx> 
yiftes  of  fortune  that  most  plentevously 
oomen  to  shrewes ;  of  the  whiohe  yiftes, 
I  trowe  that  it  onghte  ben  considered, 
that  no  man  douteth  that  he  nis  strong 
in  whom  he  seeth  strengthe;  and  in  105 
whom  that  swiflnesse  is,  sooth  it  is  that 
he  is  swifL  Also  mnsike  maketh  mn- 
siciens,  and  phisike  maketh  phisioiens, 
and  rethorike  rethoxiens.  For-why  the 
nature  of  every  thing  maketh  his  pro-  110 
pretee,  ne  it  is  nat  entremedled  with  the 
effects  of  the  oontiarious  thinges ;  and, 
as  of  wil,  it  chaseth  out  thinges  that  ben 
to  it  oontraria.  Bnt  certes,  richesse  may 
not  restreyne  avarioe  nnstaunohed;  ne  115 
power  ne  maketh  nat  a  man  mighty 
over  him-self;  whiohe  that  vicious  lustes 
holden  destrejmed  with  cheynes  that  ne 
mowen  nat  be  unbounden«  And  digni- 
tees that  ben  yeven  to  shrewede  folk  nat  lac) 
only  ne  maketh  hem  nat  digne,  but  it 
sheweth  rather  al  openly  that  they  ben 
unworthy  and  nndigne.  And  why  is  it 
thus  ?  Certes,  for  ye  han  joye  to  depen 
thinges  with  fiftlse  names  that  beren  hem  135 
alle  in  the  contrarie ;  the  whiche  names 
ben  tfol  ofte  reproeved  by  the  effeote  of 
the  same  thinges;  so  that  thise  ilke 
richesses  ne  oughten  nat  by  right  to  ben 
deped  richesses ;  ne  swich  power  ne  150 
oughte  nat  ben  cleped  power  ;  ne  swich 
dignitee  ne  oughte  nat  ben  deped  dig- 
nitee.  And  at  the  laste,  I  may  con- 
dude  the  same  thing  of  alle  the  yiftea 
of  Fortune,  in  which  ther  nis  nothing  135 
to  ben  desired,  ne  that  hath  in  him-solf 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


OB^oef^iita.    (gooft  n :  D>ro0e  vii. 


151 


nsliizel  boontee,  ■•  it  is  Ail  wel  y-Mne. 
For  neither  they  ne  joignen  hem  net 
wlwey  to  goode  men,  ne  maken  hem 
xfDatwey  goode  to  whom  thet  they  ben 
yjoigned. 

Xnxx  YI.    Kotdnnu  quantat  dederit 
ruinae» 

We  hen  wel  knowen  how  many  grete 
harmee  and  destmooioxma  weren  don  by 
tke  emperor  Nero,    He  leet  hrenne  the 
eitee    of  Bome,    end   made   sleen    the 
5  senatoaree.  '  And  he,  cruel,  whylom  slew 
his  brother ;   and  he  wae  maked  moist 
with  the  Uood  of  his  moder ;  ihaA  is  to 
aeyn,  fte  lert  sleen  emd  slitten  the  body  of 
hie  moder  f  to  eeen  v>her  he  was  conceived ; 
ID  and  be  loked  on  every  halve  np-on  her 
oolde  dede  body,  ne  no  tere  ne  wette  his 
&ce,  bat  he  woe  ao  hard-herted  that  he 
mighte  ben  domes-man  or  jnge  of  hir 
dede  beantee.    And  natheles,  yit  govern- 
15  ede  this  Niero  by  oeptre  alle  the  poeples 
that  Fhebos  the  Sonne  may  seen,  00m- 
inge  firom  his  oatereste  aiysinge  til  he 
hyde  his  hemes  under  the  wawes ;  that 
it  to  eeym,  he  governed  aUe  the  poeplee  by 
30  cepfre  imperial  thai  the  eornte  goth  dboute, 
from  eat  to  teest     And   eek   thie  Nero 
governed  by  ceptre  alle  the  poeples  that 
ben  imder  the  colde  sterres  that  highten 
^'septemtriones";  thie  is  to  aeyn^  he  gover- 
ns nede  aUe  the  po^lea  that  ben  under  the 
party  ttfthe  north.  And  eek  Nero  governed 
alle  the  poeples  that  the  violent  wind 
Notfana  soorkleth,  and  baketh  the  bren- 
ning  sandes  hy  his  drye  hete  ;  that  is  to 
SPteyn^aUethepoepUainthesouth,    Bat  yit 
ne  mighte  nat  al  his  hye  power  tome  the 
woodnease  of  this  wikked  Nero.    Alias ! 
it  is  a  grevoos  fortune,  as  ofte  as  wikked 
swerd  Is  joigned  to  cruel  venim ;  that  is 
35  ioeeym,  venimone  erueltee  to  lordehippe,' 

Paosx  Yn.    Turn  egOj  scis^  inquanu 


I  seyde  I  thns :  *  Thou  west  wel 

tfay-4elf  that   the   ooveitise   of  mortal 

thinges  ne  hadde  never  lordshipe  of  me  ; 

bat  I  have  wel  desired  matere  of  thinges 

5  to  done,  ae  who  seith,  I  desire  to  han 


matere  of  govefmaumeie  over  eomunaUteeSt 
for  vertu,  stille,  ne  sholde  nat  elden ;' 
that  is  to  seyny  that  [him]  leste  that,  or  he 
toex  olde^  his  vertu,  that  layncwj^l  etiUe, 
ne  should  nat  perisehe  unexercised  in  govern-  10 
ounce  of  comune;  for  which  men  mighten 
apekm  cr  wryten  of  his  goode  goveme- 


PhUoeophye,      'For  sothe,'  quod  she, 
*and  that  is  a  thing  that  may  drawen  15 
to   govemaunoe  swiohe   hertes  as  ben 
worthy  and  noble  of  hir  nature;   but 
natheles,  it  may  nat  drawen  or  tollen 
swiohe  hertes  as  ben  y-brought  to  the 
ftille  perfeooionn  of  vertu,  that  is  to  seyn,  30 
ooveitise  of  glorie  and  renoun  to  han  wel 
administred  the  oomune  thinges  or  don 
gode  desertes  to  profit  of  the  oomune. 
For  see  now  and  oonsidere,  how  litel  and 
how  voide  of  alle  prys  is  thilke  glorie.  35 
Oertein  thing  is,  as  thou  hast  lemed  by 
the  demonstraoionn  of  astronomye,  that 
al  the  environinge  of  the  erthe  aboute 
ne  halt  nat  but  the  resoun  of  a  prikke 
at  regard  of  the  greetnesse  of  hevene ;  30 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  yif  ther  were  maked 
oomparisoun  of  the  erthe  to  the  greet- 
nesse of  hevene,  men  wolden  jugen  in  al, 
that  the  erthe  ne  helde  no  space.    Of  the 
whiohe  litel  regioun  of  this  worlde,  the  35 
ferthe  partye  is  enhabited  with  livinge 
bestes  that  we  knowen,  as  thou  thyself 
hast  y-lemed  by  Tholomee  that  proveth 
it.    And  yif  thou  haddest  with-drawen 
and  abated  in  thy  thought  fro  thilke  4" 
ferthe  partye  as  moohe  space  as  the  see 
and  the  mareys  contenen  and  over-goon, 
and  as  moche  space  as  the  regioun  of 
dronghte  overnstreocheth,  that  is  to  seyn, 
sondes  and  deeertee,  wel  unnethe  sholde  45 
ther  dwellen  a  right  streit  place  to  the 
habitacioun  of  men.     And  ye  thanne, 
that  ben  environed  and  closed  with-in 
the  leste  prikke  of  thilke  prikke,  thinken 
ye  to  manifesten  your  renoun  and  don  50 
youre  name  to  ben  bom  forth?     But 
your  glorie,  that  is  so  narwe  and    so 
streite  y-throngen  in-to  so  litel  boundes, 
how  moohel  coveiteth  it  in  largesse  and 
in  greet  doinge?    And  also  sette  this  55 
there-to :  that  many  a  nacioun,  dyverse 
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of  tong^  and  of  numeres  and  eek  of 
resonn  of  fair  livinge,  ben  enhabited  in 
the  clos  of  thilke  litel  habitaole ;  to  the 

60  \(rhiche  naoiouns,  what  for  difficolteo  of 
weyet  and  what  for  dyversitee  of  Ian* 
gages,  and  what  for  defante  of  tiniMWige 
and  entrecomuninge  of  marchanndise, 
nat  only  the  names  of  singoler  men  ne 

65  may  nat  strecchon,  bat  eek  the  fieune  of 
citees  ne  may  nat  streoohen.  At  the 
laste,  certes,  in  the  tyme  of  Karons 
Tnllias,  as  him-eelf  writ  in  his  book,  that 
the  renonn  of  the  comnne  of  Borne  ne 

70  hadde  nat  yit  passed  ne  clonmben  over 
the  monntaigne  that  highte  Oaocasos; 
and  yit  was,  thilke  tyme,  Borne  wel 
waxen  and  greeUy  redouted  of  the  Farthes 
and  eek  of  other  folk  enhabitlnge  abonte. 

75  Seestow  nat  thanne  how  streit  and  how 
oompressed  is  thilke  glorie  that  ye  trav- 
ailen  abonte  to  shewe  and  to  mnltiplye  ? 
May  thanne  the  glorie  of  a  singfoler 
Bomaino  strecchen  thider  as  the  fame 

Ko  of  the  name  of  Bome  may  xiat  climben 
ne  passen?  And  eek,  seestow  nat  that 
the  maneres  of  dyverse  folk  and  eek  hir 
lawes  ben  disoordannt  among  hem-<self ; 
so  that  thilke  thing  that  som  men  jogen 

85  worthy  of  preysinge,  other  folk  jngen 
that  it  is  worthy  of  torment  ?  And  ther^ 
of  comth  it  that,  though  a  man  delyte 
him  in  preysinge  of  his  renonn,  he  may 
nat  in  no  wyse  bringen  forth  ne  spreden 

90  his  name  to  many  numer  poeples.  There- 
for evexy  man  onghte  to  ben  apayed  of 
his  glorie  that  is  publisshed  among  his 
owne  neighbours;  and  thilke  noble  re- 
nonn shal    ben    restreyned  within    the 

95  boundes  of  o  manere  folke.  But  how 
many  a  man,  that  was  fal  noble  in  his 
tyme,  hath  the  wreoched  and  nedy 
foryetinge  of  wryteres  put  out  of  minde 
and  don  awey  !    Al  be  it  so  that,  eertes, 

!(»  thilke  wrytinges  proftten  litel ;  the  whiohe 
wzytinges  long  and  derk  elde  dotih  aw^, 
bothe  hem  and  eek  hir  autours.  But  ye 
men  semen  to  geten  yow  a  perdurabletee, 
whan   ye   thenken   that,    in.  tyme   to* 

105  oominge,  your  fame  shal  lasten.  But 
natheles,  yif  thou  wolt  maken  oomi»ari- 
soun  to  the  endeles  spaces  of  etemitee^ 


what  thing  hast  thou  by  whiche  thou 
mayst  r^oysen  thee  of  long  lastinge  of 
thy  name?    'For   yif  ther  were  maked  no 
oomparisoun  of  the  abydinge  of  a  moment 
to  ten  thousand  winter,  for  as  moohel  as 
bothe  the  spaoes  ben  ended,  yit  hath  the 
moment  som  poroionn  of  it,  al-thoagfa,  it 
litel  be.  But  natheles,  thilke  solve  nonm-  1 15 
bre  of  yeres,  and  eek  as  many  yeres  as 
ther-to  may  be  multiplyed,  ne  may  nat, 
certes,  ben  oomparisoned  to  the  perdnra- 
bletee  that  is  endeles  ;  for  of  thinges  that 
han  ende  may  be  maked  comparisonn,  131 
but  of  thinges  that  ben  with-outen  ende, 
to  thinges  that  han  ende,  may  be  maked 
no  oompaxisoun.    And  forthy  is  it  that, 
al-though  renonn,  of  as  long  tyme  as  ever 
thee  list  to  thinken,  were  thought  to  the  125 
regard  of  etemitee,  that  is  unstaunchable 
and  infinit,  it  ne  sholde  nat  only  semen 
litel,  but  ploynliche  right  naught.     Bnt 
ye  men,  certes,  ne  oonne  don  nothing 
a-right,  but-yif  it  be  for  the  andience  ijp 
of  poeple  and  for  ydel  rumours;    and 
ye   forsaken    the   grete  worthinesse    of 
conscience  and  of  vertu,  and  ye  seken 
your  guerdouns  of  the  smale  wordes  of 
straunge  folk.        Have    now  heer   and  155 
understonde,  in  the  lightnesse  of  swioh 
pryde   and   Teine    glorie,   how   a    man 
scomede  festivaly  and  merily  swioh  vani- 
tee.    Whylom    ther   was   a   man    that 
hadde   assayed  with    stryvinge   wordes  14^' 
another  man,  the  whiche,  nat  for  usage 
of  verray  vertu   but   for   proud   veine 
glorie,  had  taken  up-on  him  falsly  the 
name  of  a  philosophre.    This  rather  man 
that  Ispak  ct/'thoughte  he  wolde  assacre,  14.^ 
wher  he,  thilke,  were  a  philosophre  or 
no ;  that  is  to  seyn,  yif  that  he  wolde 
han    snffred    lightly   in    padence    the 
wronges  that  weren  don  un-to  him.   This 
fejmede  philosophre  took  pacience  a  litel  >5*^ 
whyle,   and,  whan   he   hadde   received 
wordes  of  outrage,  he,  as  in  stryvinge 
ayein  and  rejoysinge  of  him-self,  seyde 
at  the  laste  right  thus:  " understondest 
thou  nat  that  I  am  a  philosophre  ?"  That  i  <v5 
other  man  answerde  ayein  ftil  bytingly, 
and  seyde :  "  I  hadde  wel  nnderstondea 
it,  yif  thon  haddest  holden  thy  tonge 
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ittllfiu"     Bat  what  is  it  to  thiM  noblo 

Ttio  vorthy  men  (for,  oertes,  of  swiohe  folke 
speke  I)  that  seken  glorie  -with  vertu? 
What  is  it?'  quod  she ;  *  what  atteyneth 
fame  to  swiohe  folk,  whan  the  body  is 
nsotred  by  the  deeth  at  the  U»te?    For 

t^yif  it  so  be  that  men  dyen  in  al,  that 
u  to  seyM,  body  cmd  towU^  the  whiche 
thing  ooT  resonn  defendeth  ns  to  bileven, 
thsane  is  therno  glorie  in  no  wyse.  For 
«?Jka<  sftoldfl  fkOkB  gloHe  ben,  whan  he, 

i7>  of  whom  thilke  glorie  is  seyd  to  be,  nis 
right  naught  in  no  wyse?  And  yif  the 
Bowle,  whiche  that  hath  in  it-self  soienoe 
of  goode  werkes,  nnbonnden  firo  the 
prison  of  the  eithe,  wendeth  frely  to  the 

'75beTene,  despyseth  it  nat  thanne  alle 
erthely  ooenpaoioim ;  and,  being  in 
herenei,  rejOTWth  that  it  is  exempt  fro 
alle  erUiely  thinges?  A$ioho  teith,  thaime 
fttktth  the  totoie  C(f  no  glorie  of  renoim 

Kxxsx  YIL    Quieufi^utf  mAjosm  meiUe 
praec^piHpetit 

Who-so  that,  with  overthrowinge 
thooghi,  only  seketh  glorie  of  fame, 
and  weneth  that  it  be  soTer^joi  good : 
lat  him  loken  np-on  the  brode  shewinge 

5  eontaees  of  hevene,  and  np-on  the  streite 
■ite  of  this  erthe;  and  he  shal  ben 
•shamed  of  the  encrees  of  his  name,  that 
may  nat  fVi]£Ue  the  litel  oompas  €f  fhs 
9rihe,    O !  what  ooveiten  proade  folk  to 

10  liiten  np  hir  nekkes  in  ydel  in  the  dedly 
yok  of  <Ms  •Borida?  Eor  al-thongh  that 
rsnoim  y-sprad,  passinge  to  feme  poeples, 
goth  by  dyverse  tonges;  and  al-thongh 
that  grete  houses  or  kinredes  shynen 

15  with  elere  titles  of  hononzs;  yit,  natheles, 
deeth  despyseth  alle  heye  glorie  of  fame : 
end  deeth  wrappeth  to-gidere  the  heye 
hevedes  and  the  lowe,  and  maketh  egal 
and  evene  the  heyeste  to  the  loweste. 

»  Wher  wonen  now  the  bones  of  trewe 
Fkbriosns?  What  is  now  Bmtns,  or 
stieme  Oatoon?  The  thinne  fame,  yit 
lasttnge,  of  hir  ydel  names,  is  marked 
with  a  fewe  lettres ;  but  al-thongh  that 

75  we  han  knowen  the  faire  wordes  of  the 


fames  of  hem,  it  is  nat  yeven  to  knowe 
hem  that  ben  dede  and  consnmpte.  Lig- 
geth  thanne  stille,  al  ontre]y  unknow- 
able ;  ne  £une  ne  maketh  yow  nat  knowe. 
And  yif  ye  wene  to  liven  the  longer  for  30 
winde  of  yonr  mortal  name,  whan  o 
emel  day  shal  ravisshe  yow,  thanne  is 
the  seconde  deeth  dweUinge  nn-to  yow.' 
Glose.  Thejirtt  deeth  he  clepeth  heer  tJie 
deparHnge  of  the  body  and  the  eotcle  ;  and  35 
the  eeeonde  deeth  he  depethy  as  heer^  the 
etkiHnge  of  the  renoun  of  fame, 

Pross  VnL    Seine  me  inexorabile  contra 
Jbrtunam, 

'  Bat  for  as  mochel  as  thoa  shalt  nat 
wenen,'  qnod  she,  ^  that  I  here  ontretable 
bataile  ayeins  fortune,  yit  som-tyme  it 
bifidleth  that  she,  dec^srvable,  deserveth 
to  han  right  good  thank  of  men ;  and  5 
that  is,  whan  she  hir^self  opneth,  and 
whan  she  descovereth  hir  frount,  and 
sheweth  hir  maneres.  Peraventnre  yit 
nnderstondest  thoa  nat  that  I  shal  seye. 
It  is  a  wonder  that  I  desire  to  telle,  and  10 
forthy  nnnethe  may  I  nnpl^yten  my 
sentence  with. wordes;  for  I  deme  that 
contrarions.  Fortune  proflteth  more  to 
men  than  Fortune  debonaire.  For  al- 
wey,  whan  Fortune  semeth  debonaire,  15 
than  she  lyeth  falsly  in  bihetinge  the 
hope  of  weleftdnesse  ;  but  forsothe  oon- 
trarious  Fortune  is  alwey  soothfast,  whan 
she  sheweth  hir-4ielf  unstable  thorugh 
hir  chaunginge.  The  amiable  Fortxme  ao 
deoeyveth  folk;  the  oontrarie  Fortune 
teoheth.  The  amiable  Fortune  bindeth 
with  the  beautee  of  false  goodes  the 
hertes  of  folk  that  usen  hem ;  the  oon- 
trarie Fortune  unbindeth  hem  by  the  35 
knowinge  of  freele  weleftilnesse.  The 
amiable  Fortune  mayst  thou  seen  alwey 
t  windy  and  flowinge,  and  ever  mis- 
knowinge  of  hir-self ;  the  oontrarie  For- 
tune is  atempre  and  restrejmed,  and  wys  30 
thomgh  exercise  of  hir  adversitee.  At 
the  laste,  amiable  Fortune  with  hir 
flateringes  draweth  miswandringe  men 
fro  the  wpreteyne  good ;  the  oontrarious 
Fortune  ledeth  ofbe  folk  ayein  to  sooth-  35 
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fast  goodes,  and  haleth  hem  ayein  as 
with  an  hooke.  Wenest  thou  thanne 
that  thon  onghtest  to  leten  this  a  litdl 
thing,    that    this    aspre    and    horrihle 

^o  Fortnne  hath  diacovered  to  thee  the 
thonghtes  of  thy  trewe  ft'eendea?  For- 
why  this  ilke  Fortnne  hath  departed 
and  uncovered  to  thee  bothe  the  oertein 
visages  and  eek  the  dontons  visages  of 

45  thy  felawes.  Whan  she  departed  awQy 
fro  thee,  she  took  awey  hir  freendes,  and 
lafke  thee  thyne  freendes.  Now  whan 
thou  were  riche  and  welefnl,  as  thee 
semede,  with  how  mochel  woldest  thon 

50  han  bought  the  fblle  knowinge  of  this, 
that  is  to  aeyn^  ihs  knowinge  of  thy  verray 
fi-eendeg?  Now  pleyne  thee  nat  thanne 
of  richesse  y-lom,  sin  thou  hast  founden 
the  moste  j)reoious  kinds  of  richeases, 

55  that  is  to  seyn,  thy  verray  freendes. 

HxTRx  VIII.    Quod  mundua  stabili 
fide. 

That  the  world  with  stable  feith  varieth 
acordable  chaunginges;  that  the  con- 
trarious    qualitee    of    elements    holden 


among  hem-self  aliannoe  perdurable;  that 
Phebns  the  sonne  with  his  gcddene  chariet  5 
bringeth  forth  the  rosene  day ;  that  the 
mone  hath  oommaundement  over  the 
nightes,  whioh  nJghtes  Hesperus  the  eve- 
sterre  hath  brought ;  that  the  see,  greedy 
to  flowen,  oonstreyneth  with  a  oertein  10 
ende  hise  flodes,  so  that  it  is  nat  leveful 
to  streoche  hise  brode  termes  or  boundes 
up-on  the  erthes,  thai  ia  to  aeyn^  to  covere 
al  the  erthe : — al  this  aeordaunoe  of 
thinges  is  bounden  with  Love,  that  15 
govemeth  erthe  and  see,  and  hath  also 
oommaundements  to  the  hevenes.  And 
yif  this  Love  slakede  the  biydeles,  alle 
thinges  that  now  loven  hem  to-gederes 
wolden  maken  a  bataile  oontinuely,  and  ao 
stiyven  to  fordoon  the  &soun  of  this 
worlde,  the  whiche  they  now  leden  in 
acordable  feith  by  faire  moevinges.  This 
Love  halt  to-gideres  poeples  joigned  with 
an  holy  bond,  and  knitteth  saerement  25 
of  manages  of  chaste  loves ;  and  Love 
endyteth  lawes  to  trewe  fdawes.  O  ! 
weleful  were  mankinde,  yif  thilke  Love 
that  govemeth  hevene  governed  youre 
oorages!'  30 


Explicit  Liber  aecundus. 


BOOK    IIL 


Prose  I.    lam  cantum  iUaflnUrat 

Bt  this  she  hadde  ended  hir  song, 
whan  the  sweetnesse  of  hir  ditee  hadde 
thorugh-perced  me  that  was  desirous  of 
herkninge,    and    I   astoned   hadde    yit 

5  streighte  myn  eres,  that  i»  to  myn^  to 
herkne  the  bet  what  Ae  wolde  aeye;  so 
that  a  litel  here-after  I  seyde  thus :  *  O 
thou  that  art  sovereyn  comfort  of  an- 
guissous  oorages,  so  thou  hast  remounted 

10  and  norisshed  me  with  the  weighte  of 
thy  sentences  and  with  delyt  of  thy 
singinge ;  so  that  I  trowe  nat  now  that 
I  be  unparigal  to  the  strokes  of  Fortune : 
ae  who  seyth,  I  dar  wel  now  8^ffi'en  al  the 

15  aeaautes  of  Fortune^  and  wel  defence  ms 


fro  hir.  And  tho  remedies  whiohe  that 
thou  seydest  her-bifom  weren  right 
sharps,  nat  only  that  I  am  nat  argrisen 
of  hem  now,  but  I,  desirous  of  heringe, 
axe  gretely  to  heren  the  remedies.*  Than  ao 
seyde  she  thus :  *  That  felede  I  Ad  wel,* 
quod  she,  *  whan  that  thou,  ententif  and 
stille,  ravisshedest  my  wordes;  and  I 
abood  til  that  thou  haddest  swioh  habite 
of  thy  thought  as  thou  hast  now ;  or  elles  25 
til  that  I  my-self  hadde  maked  to  thee 
the  aame  habit,  whioh  that  is  a  more 
verray  thing.  And  oertes,  the  remenannt 
of  thinges  that  ben  yit  to  seye  ben  swiohe, 
that  first  whan  men  tasten  hem  th^yben  30 
bytinge,  but  whan  they  ben  reoeyved 
withinne  a  wight,  than  ben  they  swote. 
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Bat  for  thoa   teyrt   that  thoa  art   so 
dedroas  to  herkne  hem,  with  how  gret 

35  hrannin^e  woldest  thoa  glowen,  yif  thou 
virtesi  whidar  I  wol  leden  thee  I' 
'Whideristhatf*  quod  L 

*To  thilko  varray  weleftilneeBe,'  quod 
sbA,   «af  whiehe  thjm  herte  dremeth; 

4u  bat  for  as  moche  m  thy  gighte  is  ocnpied 
and  distorbed  hy  imaginacioim  t^ferthsly 
tkmffet,  thoa  mayst  nat  yit  seen  thilke 
wItb  welefolnesae.'  *  Do,*  qood  I,  *  and 
ahewe  me  what  is  thUka  verray  weleftil- 

45  neaae,  I  preye  thee,  with-oate  taiyinge.' 

*Tliat  w^e  I  g-ladly  don/  qaod  aha, 

*  for  the  caoae  of  thee ;  bat  I  wed  first 

marken  thee  hy  wordes  and  I  wol  en- 

Ibroen  me  to  enfonnen  thee  thilke  jf%(2a0 

<»>  eaaae  <t^Mi^/MiieaM  that  thoa  more  Imow- 
«at ;  ao  that,  whan  thoa  hast  ftilly  bi- 
holden  thilke  false  goodea,  and  tomed 
xhyn  cyen  to  that  other  fyda,  thoa  mowe 
knowe  the  eleemease  of  -vaxray  Uisftd- 


HsTKS  I.     Qui  aerere  ingenuum  uoUt 
offrum, 

WhoHM>  wole  Bowe  a  feeld  plentivoos, 
la*  him  first  delivere  it  tro  thomes,  and 
kerre  arander  with  his  hook  the  bosshes 
and  the  fern,  ao  that  the  oom  may  oomen 

5  bevy  of  eras  and  ot  groynes.  Hony  is 
the  more  swete,  yif  mouthes  han  first 
tasted  aavoares  that  ben  wikkid.  The 
sterrea  aihynen  more  agreably  whan  the 
wind  NothoB  leteth  his  ploongy  blastes ; 

10  and  after  that  Lncifer  the  d^y-sterre 
hath  chased  aw«y  the  derke  night,  the 
'lay  the  fairere  ledeth  the  rosene  hors 
of  the  mmmB,  And  right  so  thon,  bi- 
holdiBge  flrat  the  fiUse  goodes,  bigin  to 

i5  with-dxawen  thy  nekke  fro  the  yok  of 
ertkdjf  i^ffheeioun$)  and  after-ward  the 
Terray  goodea  shoUen  entren  in<^  thy 


PaosK  IX.     Tunc  d^flxo  paullulum  uisu, 

Tho  fiMtnede  she  a  litel  the  sighte  of 
hir  eyea^  and  with-drow  hir  right  as  it 
i  in-to  the  strdtesete  of  hir  thoaght ; 


and  bigan  to  speke  right  thos  :  '  Alle  the 
ooree,'  qaod  she,  *  of  mortal  folk,  whiohe  5 
that    travaylen   hem    in    many   maner 
studies,  goon  oertes  by  diverse  weyes, 
bat  natheles  th^  enforoen  hem  alle  to 
oomen  only  to  con  ende  of  blisfnlnesse. 
And  bliaf^Unesse  is  swiche  a  good,  that  10 
who-Bo  that  hath  geten  it,  he  ne  may, 
over  that,  no-thing  more  desyre.     And 
this  thing  is  forsothe  the  sovereyn  good 
that  conteyneth  in  him-self  alle  maner 
goodes;    to  the  whiehe  good  yif  ther  15 
fULlede  any  thing,  it  mighte    nat    ben 
oleped  sovereyn  good :  for  thanne  were 
ther  Bom  good,  out  of  this  ilke  sovereyn 
good,  that  mighte  ben  desired.    Now  is 
it  deer  and  oertein  thanne,  that  blisftil-  20 
neese  is  a  parfit  estat  by  the  congre- 
gaoioon    of   alle    goodes;    the   whiehe 
Uisfhlnesse,  as  I  have  seyd,  alle  mortal 
folk  enforoen  hem  to  geten  by  diverse 
weyes.    Poi^why  the  ooveitise  of  verray  *5 
good  is  natnrelly  y-plaanted  in  the  hertes 
of  men;  bat  the  miswondringe  erroar 
mis-ledeth  hem  in-to  false  goodes.    Of 
the  whiohe  men,  som  of  hem  wenen  that 
sovereyn  good  be  to  liven  with-oate  node  30 
of  any  thing,  and  travaylen  hem  to  be 
haboandannt   of  richesses.      And    som 
other  men  demon  that  sovereyn   good 
be,  for  to  ben  right  digne  of  reverence ; 
and  enforoen  hem    to   ben    reverenced  55 
among  hir  neighboars  by  the  honours 
that  they  han  y-geten.    And  som  folk 
ther  ben  that  holden,  that  right  heigh 
power  be  sovereyn  good,  and  enforoen 
hem  for  to  regnen,  or  eUes  to  joignen  40 
hem  to  hem  that  regnen.   And  it  semeth 
to  some  other  folk,  that  noblesse  of  re- 
noon  be  the  soverejm  good ;  and  hasten 
hem  to  geten  glorious  name  by  the  arts 
of  werre  and  of  pees.    And  many  folk  45 
mesaren  and  gessen  that  sovereyn  good 
be  joye  and  gladnesse,  and  wenen  that 
it  be  right  blisftil  thing  to  ploungen  hem 
in  voluptuous  delyt.    And  ther  ben  folk 
that  entreohaungen  the  causes  and  the  5" 
endes  of  thise  forseyde  goodes,  as  they    . 
that  desiren  riohesses  to  han  power  and 
delytes ;  or  elles  they  desiren  power  for 
to  han  moneye,  or  for  cause  of  renoun. 
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55  In  thise  things,  and  in  B'wiche  oihre 
thinges,  is  tomed  alle  the  entenoioon  of 
desiringes  and  of  werkes  of  men;  as 
thus :  noblesse  and  &vour  of  people, 
'whiohe  that  yeveth  to  men,  as  it  semeth 

60  hem,  a  maner  oleexnesse  of  renoun ;  and 
wyf  and  children,  that  men  desiren  for 
cause  of  delyt  and  of  merinesse.  But 
forsothe,  frendes  ne  sholden  nat  be 
rekned  Srmong  the  godes  of  fortune,  bat 

6$  of  "vertn ;  for  it  is  a  fol  holy  maner  thing. 
Alle  thise  othre  thinges,  forsothe,  ben 
taken  for  cause  of  power  or  elles  for 
cause  of  delyt.  Certes,  now  am  I  redy 
to  referxen  the  goodes  of  the  body  to  thise 

70  forseide  thinges  aboven ;  for  it  semeth 
that  atrengthe  and  gretnesse  of  body 
yeven  power  and  worthinesse,  and  that 
beautee  and  swiftnease  yeven  noUesses 
and  glorie  of  renoun  ;  and  hele  of  body 

75  semeth  yeven  delyL  In  alle  thise  thinges 
it  semeth  only  that  blisfalnesse  is  desired. 
For-why  thilke  thing  that  evexy  man 
desireth  most  over  alle  thinges,  he 
demeth  that  it  be  the  soveresm  good; 

So  but  I  have  defyned  that  Uisfulnesse  is 
the  sovereyn  good ;  for  which  every  wight 
demeth,  that  thilke  eetat  that  he  desireth 
over  alle  thinges,  that  it  be  bUsMnesse. 
Kow  hast  thou  thanne  bifom  thyn  ^yen 

85  almest  al  the  purposed  forme  of  Uie  wele- 
fulnesse  of  man-kinde,  that  is  to  s^yn, 
riohesses,  honours,  power,  and  glorie,  and 
delyts.  Hie  whiohe  delyt  only  oonsiderede 
Bpioums,  and  juged  and  establisshed  that 

90  delyt  is  the  sovereyn  good  ;  for  as  moohe 
as  alle  othre  thinges,  as  him  thoughts, 
bi-refte  awey  joye  and  mirthe  iram  the 
herte.  But  I  retome  ayein  to  the  studies 
of  men,  of  whiche  men  the  oorage  alwey 

95  reherseth  and  seketh  the  sovereyn  good, 
al  be  it  so  that  it  bo  with  a  derked 
memorie;  but  he  not  by  whiche  path, 
right  as  a  dronken  man  not  nat  by 
whiohe  path  he  may  retome  him  to  his 
coo  hous.  Semeth  it  thanne  that  folk  folyen 
and  erren  that  enforoen  hem  to  have 
nede  of  nothing?  Certes,  ther  nis  non 
other  thing  that  may  so  wel  performe 
blisftilnesse,  as  an  estat  plentivous  of  alle 
:o5  goodes,  that  ne  hath  nede  of  non  other 


thing,  but  that  is  suffisaunt  of  himself 
unto  him-selfl  And  folyen  swiohe  folk 
thanne,  that  wenen  that  thilke  thing 
that  is  right  good,  that  it  be  eek  right 
worthy  of  honour  and  of  reverence?  iid 
Gertes,  nay.  For  that  thing  nis  neither 
foul  ne  worthy  to  ben  despised,  that  wel 
neigh  al  the  entenoioun  of  mortal  folk 
travaylen  for  to  geten  il  And  power, 
oughte  nat  that  eek  to  ben  rekened  115 
amonges  goodes?  What  elles?  For  it 
is  nat  to  wene  that  thilke  thing,  that  is 
most  worthy  of  aJle  thinges,  be  feble  and 
with-oute  atrengthe.  And  oleemesse  of 
renoxm,  oughte  that  to  ben  despised?  i3<> 
Certes,  ther  may  no  man  forsake,  that  al 
thing  that  is  right  excellent  and  noble, 
that  it  ne  semeth  to  ben  right  deer  and 
renomed.  For  certes,  it  nedeth  nat  to 
seye,  that  bUsftUnease  be  [nat]  angnissoias  125 
ne  drexy,  ne  subgit  to  grevaunces  ne  to 
sorwes,  sin  that  in  right  litel  thinges 
folk  seken  to  have  and  to  usen  that  may 
delyten  hem.  Certes,  thise  ben  the 
thinges  that  men  wolen  and  desiren  to  i5^» 
geten.  And  for  this  cause  desiren  they 
riohesses,  dignitees,  regnes,  glorie,  and 
delioes.  For  therby  wenen  they  to  han 
sufSsaonce,  honour,  power,  renoun,  and 
gladnesse.  Than  is  it  good,  that  men  135 
seken  thus  by  so  many  diverse  studio 
In  whiche  deiQrr  it  may  lightly  ben 
shewed  how  gret  is  the  strengthe  of 
nature ;  for  how  so  that  men  han  diverse 
sentences  and  discordinge,  algates  men  14^^ 
aoorden  alle  in  lovinge  the  ende  of  goocL 

MvntB  IL    Qua$Ua$  nrmnjledat  kabemu. 

It  lyketh  me  to  shewe,  by  subtil  song, 
with  slakke  anddelitable  soun  of  strenges, 
how  that  Nature,  mighty,  encUneth  and 
flitteth  the  govemements  of  thinges,  and 
by  whiohe  lawes  she,  purveyable,  kepeth  5 
the  grete  world :  and  how  she,  bindinge, 
restreyneth  alle  thinges  by  a  bonde  that 
may  nat  ben  unbounde.  Al  be  it  so  that 
the  lyonns  of  the  contre  of  Bene  beren 
the  faire  ohaynes,  and  taken  metes  of  i<> 
the  handes  of  folk  that  yeven  it  hem, 
and  dreden  hir  sturdy  maystres  of  whiche 
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tbtiy  ben  wont  to  snffiren  betinges :  yif 
that  hir  horriUe  monthes  ben  be-Ued, 

15  that  U  to  myn^  o^  hut«$  dewmrtd^  hir 
eoKM^  of  time  passed,  that  hath  ben  ydel 
and  rested,  repeyretli  i^ein;  and  they 
xorea  grevoiuly  and  Temembren  on  hir 
natore,  and  slaken  hir  nekkes  fram  hir 

juchajneannboonde;  and  hir  mayster,  first 
to-torn,  -with  blody  tooth,  assayeth  the 
vode  wrathes  of  hem;  tkia  i$  to  teyn, 
tkeg  J^reten  Mr  ntayater.  And  the  jange- 
linge    brid    that   singeth   on   the  heye 

^5  IsannclMS,  tluU  i$  to  tayn,  in  the  loodtf, 
and  alter  ia  enclosed  in  a  streyt  cage : 
al-thong^  that  the  pleyinge  bisinesse  of 
men  yereth  hem  honiede  dzinkes  and 
large  metes  with  swete  stndie,  yit  nathe- 

•o  las,  yif  tJiilke  brid,  skippinge  oat  of  hir 
fUeyte  cage,  seeth  the  agreables  shadewes 
of  the  wodes,  she  defonleth  with  hir  feet 
hir  metes  y-shad,  and  seketh  moominge 
only  the  wode ;  and  twitereth,  desiiinge 

as  the  wode,  with  hir  swete  yoisi  The  yerde 
of  atree,  that  is  haled  a^donn  by  mighty 
strengthe,  boweth  redily  the  crop  a-doan  : 
but  yif  that  the  hand  of  him  that  it  bente 
lat  it  gon  ayein,  anon  the  crop  loketh 

40  op-right  to  hevene.  The  sonne  X^ebus, 
that  fidleth  at  even  in  the  westrene 
wawes,  xetometh  ayein  eftsones  his  carte, 
by  privee  paih,  ther-as  it  is  wont  aiyse. 
Alia  thingea  seken  ayein  to  hir  propre 

45  oovrs,  and  aUe  thinges  r^joysen  hem  of 
hir  retomingB  i^yein  to  hir  nature.  Ne 
non  ocdinannoe  nis  bitaken  to  thinges, 
bot  that  that  hath  joyned  the  endinge 
to  *i»^  heginninge,  and  hath  maked  the 

9>  eoars  of  it-self  stable,  thiU  it  eheumffetk 
malfnmhiaproprtkkidM. 

Puss  m.  Vo$  quoque^  o  terrma  animaUa. 

Cartes  also  ye  men,  that  ben  ertheliohe 
bsestes,  dreimen  alwqy  yoaro  beginninge, 
al-thoi^sh  it  be  with  a  thinne  imagina- 
doQn ;  and  by  a  maner'thooghte,  al  be 
5  it  nat  cleerly  ne  parfltly,  ye  loken  fnta 
m49r  to  thilke  verray  fyn  of  blisftUnesse ; 
snd  ther-fore  natarel  entenoioon  ledeth 
yon  te  thilke  verray  good,  bat  many 
maaer  errooxs  mis*tonM(tbk  you  thep*fra 


Consider  now  yif  that  by  thilke  thinges,  10 
by  whiohe  a  man  weneth  to  geten  him 
blisfolnesse,  yif  that  he  may  comen  to 
thilke  ende  that  he  weneth  to  come  by 
natore.  For  yif  that  moneye  or  honoors, 
or  thise  other  forseyde  thinges  bringen  15 
to  men  swich  a  thing  that  no  good  ne 
fayle  hem  ne  semeth  fayle,  cortes  than 
wole  I  graonte  that  they  ben  maked 
blisftil  by  thilke  thinges  that  they  ban 
geten.  Bat  yif  ao  be  that  thilke  thinges  ao 
ne  mowen  nat  performen  that  they  bi- 
heten,  and  that  ther  be  de£Bbute  of  manyc 
goodes,  sheweth  it  nat  thanne  cleerly 
that  &ls  beantee  of  blisfUnease  is  knowen 
and  ateint  in  thilke  thinges  ?  First  and  ^5 
forward  thoa  thy-self,  that  haddest  ha- 
bandaonces  of  riohesses  nat  long  agon, 
I  axe  yif  that,  in  the  habondaonce  of  alio 
thilke  riohesses,  thoa  were  never  an- 
goissoos  or  soiy  in  thy  corage  of  any  30 
wrong  or  grevaonoe  that  bi-tidde  thee  on 
any  syde  ?  *  *■  Certes,'  qood  I,  *  it  ne  re- 
membreth  me  nat  that  evere  I  was  so 
free  of  my  thought  that  I  ne  was  alwey 
in  aTigniiwh  of  som-what.'  35 

*And  was  nat  that,*  quod  she,  *  for  that 
thee  lakked  som-what  that  thoa  noldest 
nat  ban  lakked,  or  elles  thoa  haddest 
that  thoa  noldest  nat  ban  had  ? '  *  Bight 
so  is  it,'  quod  L  40 

'  Thanne  desiredest  thoa  the  presence 
of  that  oon  and  the  absence  of  that 
other  V        *  I  graante  wel,'  qnod  I. 

*Forsothe,'   qaod   she,  *than   nedeth 
ther  som-what  that  eveiy  man  desireth  ? '  45 
*  Te,  ther  nedeth,'  quod  I. 

^  Certes,'  qnod  she,  *and  he  that  hath 
lakke  or  node  of  aoght  nis  nat  in  every 
wey   saffisaont   to   himself?'  *Ko,' 

quod  L  ff> 

*  And  thoa,'  qaod  she,  *■  in  al  the  plentee 
of  thy  richesses  haddest  thilke  lakke  of 
saffisaonse  ? '        *  What  elles  ?'  qnod  I. 

*  Thanne  may  nat  richesses  maken  that 

a  man  nis  nedy,  ne  that  he  be  soffisaant  55 
to  him-seLf ;  and  that  was  it  that  they 
bi-highten,  as  it  semeth.  And  eek  certes 
I  trowe,  that  this  be  gretly  to  considere, 
that  moneye  ne  hath  nat  in  his  owne 
kinde  that  it  ne  may  ben  bi-nomen  of  60 
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hem  that  han  it,  tnatigre  hem  V       *  I  bi- 
knowe  it  wel/  qaod  L 

*  Why  sholdest  thoa  uat  bi-knowen  it,* 
qaod  she,  *  whan  every  day  the  strenger 

65  folk  bi-nemen  it  fro  the  febler,  mangre 
hem  ?  For  whennee  oomen  ellea  alle  thise 
forejme  Gomplejmtee  or  qaereles  of  plet- 
inges,  but  for  that  men  axon  ayein  here 
moneye  that  hath  ben  bi-nomen  hem  by 

70  force  or  by  gyle,  and  alwey  mangre 
hem  ? '        '  Bight  bo  ia  it,'  quod  I. 

*Than,*  qaod  she,  *hath  a  man  nede 
to  seken  him  foreyne  helpe  by  whiohe  he 
may  defende  his  mon^e  ?  *        *  Who  may 

75  eey  nay  ?  *  qaod  L 

^Gertes,*  qaod  she;  *and  him  nedede 
non  help,  yif  he  ne  hadde  no  moneye  that 
he  mighte  lese?*  ^That  is  doateles,' 
qaod  I. 

80  *  Than  is  this  thinge  tomed  in-to  the 
oontrarye,'  qaod  she.  *For  rlehesses, 
that  men  wenen  sholde  make  sofflaannoe, 
they  maken  a  man  rather  han  nede  of 
foreyne  help  !    Which  is  the  manere  or 

85  the  gyse,*  qaod  she,  *  that  riohesae  may 
dryve  awey  node  ?  Biohe  folk,  may  they 
neither  han  hanger  ne  tharst?  Thise 
riohe  men,  ms^  they  fele  no  oold  on  hir 
limes  on  winter?  Bat  thoa  woltanaweren, 

90  that  riche  men  han  y-now  wherewith  they 
may  staonchen  hir  hanger,  slaken  hir 
tharst,  and  don  a-wey  cold.  In  this  wyse 
may  nede  be  ooanforted  by  riohesses ; 
bat  certes,  nede  ne  may  nat  al  oatrely 

95  ben  don  a-woy.  For  thoagh  this  nede, 
that  is  alwey  gapinge  and  gredy,  be  fal- 
fild  with  riohesses,  and  axe  any  thing, 
yit  dwelleth  thanne  a  nede  that  mighte 
bo  ftdflld.  I  holde  me  stille,  and  telle 
too  nat  how  that  litel  thing  saffiseth  to 
nature ;  but  certes  to  avarice  y-noagh 
ne  saflOiseth  no-thing.  For  sin  that  rich- 
esses  ne  may  nat  al  don  awey  nede,  bat 
riohesses  maken  nede,  what  may  it  thanne 
105  be,  that  ye  wenen  that  riohesses  mowen 
yeven  yoa  saffisaonoe  ? 

Hbtkx  IIL     ^uamvieJiuenU  diue$  auri 

gurgUe, 
Al  were  it  so  that  a  riohe  ooveytoas 
man  hadde  a  river  fletinge  al  of  gold,  yit  \ 


sholde  it  never  staonchen  his  coveitise ; 
and  though  he  hadde  his  nekke  y- 
chaiged  with  i»reoioas  stones  of  the  rede  5 
see,  and  thoagh  he  do  ere  his  feldes  plen- 
tivoas  with  an  hundred  oxen,  never  ne 
shal  his  bytinge  bisineese  foisleten  him 
whyl  he  llv«th,  ne  the  lighte  richesMs  ne 
sholle  nat  beren  him  oompanye  whan  he  i<> 
is  deed. 

PuosE  TV.    Set  digmtaUs. 

Bat  dignitees,  to  whom  th^  ben  oomen, 
maken  they  him  honorable  and  reverent  ? 
Haa  th^  nat  so  gret  strengthe,  that  they 
may  putte  vertues  in  the  hertes  of  folk 
that  usen  the  lordshipes  of  hem?  Or  5 
eUes  may  they  don  a-wey  the  vyoes? 
Certes,  they  ne  be  nat  wont  to  don  awey 
wikkednesse,  but  they  ben  wont  rather 
to  shewen  wikkednesse.  And  ther-of 
oomth  it  that  I  have  right  grete  desdeyn,  10 
that  dignitees  ben  yeven  ofte  to  wikked 
men;  for  which  thing  Catollus  oleped 
a  eonmd  <if  Bams^  that  MgktB  Noaios, 
*'postam>*  or  "booh";  at  «oko  sggtk,  he 
cUped  hhn  a  ecmgregaeloMim  of  vyeat  in  hit  15 
&rM<,  09  a  pottttm  i$  >%(l  <^/  eormpdomi^ 
al  were  this  Nonius  set  in  a  ohayre  of 
dignitee.  Secst  thoa  nat  thanne  how 
gret  vilenye  dignitees  don  to  wikked 
men?  Certes,  unworthinesse  of  wikked  jo 
men  sholde  be  the  lasse  y-sene,  yif  they 
nere  renomed  of  none  honours.  Certes, 
thoa  thyself  ne  mightest  nat  ben  faron^ht 
with  as  manye  i>eril8  as  thou  mightest 
saffiren  that  thou  woldest  beren  the  ^5 
magistrat  with  Deoorat ;  that  U  to  $eyn, 
that  for  no  peril  that  mtghtt  h^fiMm  that 
by  offence  of  the  king  Theodorike^  thou 
noldett  nat  be  fslawe  in  govemaunee  with 
Deoorat ;  whan  thou  saye  that  he  hadde  .^> 
wikked  corage  of  a  likerous  shrews  and 
of  an  accuser.  Ne  I  ne  may  nat,  for 
swiche  honours,  jugen  hem  worthy  of 
reverence,  that  I  deme  and  holde  un- 
worthy to  han  thilke  same  honours.  Now  35 
yif  thou  saye  a  man  that  were  filfild  of 
wisdom,  certes,  thou  ne  mightest  nat 
deme  that  he  were  unworthy  to  the 
honour,  or  elles  to  the  wisdom  of  which 
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40  be  is  fhUId?'— «No/  quod  L— 'GortM, 
dignitees,'  quod  she,  *  apertienon  propvely 
to  Terta  ;  aadTUtutiBiisportoth  dignitee 
anon  to  tluiko  xnan  to  -which  she  hir-self 
is  oonicigtied.  And  for  as  moohe  as 
45  bonoon  of  poaple  no  may  nat  maken  folk 
digne  of  honour,  it  is  wel  seyn  cleerly 
thai  ihey  no  han  no  propre  beautae  of 
digniteou  And  yit  men  oughten  taken 
more  heed  in  this.  For  yif  it  00  he  that 
4o  a  wikked  wight  he  so  mochel  the  foulere 
and  the  UMnre  out-<!ast,  that  he  is  despysed 
of  most  fidk,  so  as  dignitee  ne  may  nat 
m»:kan  Bhrswes  digne  of  reverence,  the 
which  shrewes  dignitee  aheweth  to  moche 
55  folk,  thanne  maketh  digxiitee  ahrewes 
rather  so  moohe  more  deapjsed  than 
preysed  ;  and  forsothe  nat  unptmiashed  : 
fJbsl  U  Jbr  to  asyn,  tMat  tkrewei  revenffm 
JMsi  oyeMNSord  up-^m  dignUeee ;  for  they 
60  yHden  ayein  to  dignitees  as  gret  guer> 
doim,  whan  they  bi-spotten  and  defoulen 
dignitees  with  hir  vilenye.  And  for  as 
moehel  as  thou  mows  knows  that  thUke 
Terray  reverence  ne  may  nat  comen  by 
<%  thiae  shadowy  transitorie  dignitees,  un- 
dintofnd^ow  thus  :  yif  that  a  man  hadde 
oaed  and  had  many  maner  dignitees  of 
ft^T^m^if^^  and  were  comen  peraventure 
amonge  straunge  naoiouns,  sholde  thilke 
;o  honour  ""^^^Tftti  him  worshipfdl  and  re- 
dottted  of  straunge  folk?  Certes,  yif 
that  honour  of  poeple  were  a  naturel 
yift  to  dignitees,  it  ne  mighte  never 
oeaen  nowher  amonges  no  maner  folk  to 
75  den  his  office,  right  as  fyr  in  evezy  con- 
tree  ne  stinteth  nat  to  eschaufen  and 
to  hen  hoot.  But  for  as  moche  as  for 
to  ben  holden  honourable  or  reverent 
ne  oometh  nat  to  folk  of  hir  propre 
So  strengthe  of  nature,  bat  only  of  the  &lae 
opiniocui  of  folk,  Ma<  U  to  Myn,  thai  Mimsn 
Oof  dSffmiteet  makm  folk  digns  cf  honour ; 
anon  therftvre  whan  that  they  comen 
ther-as  folk  ne  knowen  nat  thilke  digni- 
&5tee8,  hir  honours  vanisahen  awey,  and 
that  anon.  But  that  is  amonges  straunge 
folk,  mayst  thou  s^yn ;  but  amonges  hem 
ther  they  weren  bom,  ne  duren  nat 
thilke  dignitees  alwey  ?  Certes,  the  dig- 
on  nitee  of  the   provostrie   of  Borne  was 


whylom  a  gret  power;  now  is  it  nothing 
but  an  ydel  name,  and  the  rente  of  the 
senatorie  a  gret  charge.    And  yif  a  wight 
whylom  hadde  the  office  to  taken  hede  to 
the  vitailes  of  the  poeple,  as  of  com  and  95 
other  thxnges,  he  was  holden  amonges 
grete ;  but  what  thing  is  now  more  out- 
oast  thanne  thilke  provostrie?    And,  as 
I  have  seyd  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  thilke 
thing  that  hath  no  propre  beautee  of  loi) 
him-self  reoeiveth   som-tjrme  piys   and 
shyninge,  and  som-tyme  leseth  it  by  the 
opinioun  of  usaunoes.    Now  yif  that  dig- 
nitees  thanne  ne  mowen  nat  maken  folk 
digne  of  reverence,  and  yif  that  dignitees  105 
wezen  foule  of  hir  wille  by  the  filthe  of 
shrewes,  and  yif  that  dignitees  lesen  hir 
Bhyninge  by  chaunginge  of  tymes,  and 
yif  they  wexen  fbule  by  estimacioun  of 
poeple  :  what  is  it  that  they  han  in  hem-  no 
self  of  beautee  that  oughte  ben  desired  ?      ^ 
M  who  mifthy  non;   thanne   ne  mowen 
they  yeven  no  beautee  of  dignitee  to  non 
other. 

Mktkb  IV.     QuamviM  m,  Tyrio  $upertm» 
09tro. 

Al  be  it  so  that  the  proude  Nero,  with 
alle  his  wode  luxurie,  kombde  him  and 
aparailede  him  with  faire  purpres  of 
Tirie,  and  with  whyto  perles,  algates  yit 
throf  he  hatefdl  to  alio  folk  :  this  U  to  5 
Myn,  thai  al  was  he  hehated  of  dUe  folk. 
Yit  this  wikked  Nero  hadde  gret  lordship^ 
and  yaf  whylom  to  the  reverents  sena- 
tours  the  un worshipful  setes  of  dignitees. 
Uinoorahipful  mtea  he  clepeth  here,  for  iftat  u> 
Neroy  that  ioae  so  wikked^  yaf  tho  dignitees. 
Who-eo  wolde  thanne  resonably  wenen, 
that  blisfulnesso  were  in  swiche  honours 
as  ben  yeven  by  vicious  shrewes  ? 

Psoas  y.   An  uero  regna  regamque 
fanUliaritcu. 

But  regnes  and  familiaritees  of  kinges, 
may  they  maken  a  man  to  ben  mighty  ? 
How  ellea,  whan  hir  blisfulnesso  dureth 
perpetuely  ?  But  certes,  the  olde  age  of 
tyme  paned,  and  eek  of  preaent  tyme  5 
now,   is   fta   of  ensaumplea   how   that 
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kinges  ben  ohaunged  in-to  wreoohednesse 
oat  of  hir  weleftilnease.  O !  a  noble  thing 
and  a  cleer  thing  is  power,  that  is  nat 

ID  fonnden  mighty  to  kepen  it-self  I  And 
yif  that  power  of  reaumes  be  auotoor  and 
maker  of  blisftilnesse,  yif  thilke  power 
lakketh  on  any  «yde,  amennseth  it  nat 
thilke     blisftdnesse    and    bringeth    in 

15  wrecchednesse  ?  But  yit,  al  be  it  so 
that  the  reaumes  of  mankinds  streoohen 
brode,  yit  mot  ther  nede  ben  moohe  folk, 
over  whiohe  that  evei;^  king  ne  hath  no 
lordshipe  ne  comanndement.  And  oertes, 

20  up-on  thilke  syde  that  power  fiuleth, 
which  that  maketh  folk  blisfiU,  right 
on  that  same  syde  noon-power  entreth 
under-nethe,  that  maketh  hem  wreoohes ; 
in  this  manere  thanne  moten  kinges  han 

?5  more  poroioxin  of  wreoohednesse  than  of 
welefUnesse.  A  tyrannt,  that  vxu  king 
Cif  8i9iUy  that  hadde  assayed  the  peril 
of  his  estat,  shewede  by  similitude  the 
dredes  of  reaomes  by  gastnesse  of  a  swerd 

30  that  heng  over  the  heved  c^f  hUfatnUier, 
What  thing  is  thanne  this  power,  that 
may  nat  don  aw^  the  bytioges  of  bisi- 
nesse,  ne  eschewe  the  prikkes  of  drede  ? 
And  certes,  jdt  wolden   they  liven   in 

•(5  sikemesse,  bat  they  may  nat ;  and  yit 
they  glorifye  hem  in  hir  power.  Holdest 
thoa  thanne  that  thilke  man  be  mighty, 
that  thoa  seest  that  he  wolde  don  that 
he  may  nat  don?     And  holdest   thou 

40  thanne  him  a  mighty  man,  that  hath 
envirownede  his  sydes  with  men  of  armes 
or  seijaonts,  and  dredeth  more  hem  that 
he  maketh  agast  than  they  dreden  him, 
and  that  is  pat  in  the  handes  of  his 

45  servaants  for  he  sholde  seme  mighty? 
Bat  of  fiunilieres  or  servaants  of  kinges 
what  sholde  I  telle  thee  anything,  sin 
that  I  myself  have  shewed  thee  that 
resumes  hem-self  ben  ftil  of  gret  feblesse? 

50  The  whiche  flunilieres,  oertes,  the  ryal 
power  of  kinges,  in  hool  estat  and  in 
estat  abated,  Ail  ofte  throweth  adown. 
Nero  oonstrejmede  Senek,  his  fkmilier 
and  his  m«yster,  to  ohesen  on  what  deeth 

55  he  wolde  deyen.  Antonius  oomaondede 
that  knightes  slowen  with  hir  swardes 
Papinian   ki$  /amiU$r^  whioh  Papinian 


hadde  ben  longe  tyme  ftd  mighty 
amonges  hem  of  the  oourt.  And  yit, 
oertes,  they  wolden  bothe  han  renounced  60 
hir  power;  of  whiche  two  Senek  en- 
foroede  him  to  yeven  to  Kero  his  rich- 
esses,  and  also  to  han  gon  in-to  solitarie 
eziL  But  whan  the  grete  wei^te,  thai 
i$  to  $eyn,  of  lorde$  poteer  or  of  foirtume^  65 
draweth  hem  that  shnllen  fialle,  neither 
of  hem  ne  mighte  do  that  he  wdde. 
What  thing  is  thanne  thilke  power,  that 
though  men  han  it,  yit  they  ben  agast ; 
and  whanne  thou  woldest  han  it,  thou  70 
nart  nat  siker;  and  yif  thou  woldest 
forleten  it,  thou  mayst  nat  eschuen  it  ? 
But  whether  swiohe  men  ben  Sondes 
at  nede,  as  ben  oonseyled  by  fortune  and 
nat  by  vertu?  Certes,  swiohe  folk  as  75 
welefhl  fortune  maketh  freendes,  con- 
trarious  fortune  maketh  hem  enemys. 
And  what  pestilence  is  more  mighty  for 
to  anoye  a  wight  than  a  familier  enemy? 

ICvTBxY.    Qw<«0«io20<eM0j>oieii<em. 

Who-so  wol  be  mighty,  he  mot  daunten 
his  cruel  corage,  ne  putte  nat  ^  nekke, 
overoomen,  under  the  foule  reynes  of 
lecherye.  For  al-be-it  so  that  thy  lord- 
shipe strecche  so  fer,  that  the  contree  5 
of  Inde  quaketh  at  thy  comaundements 
or  at  thy  lawes,  and  that  the  last  fie  In 
t^  SM,  eAa<  UgU  Tyle,  be  thral  to  thee, 
yit,  yif  thou  mayst  nat  putten  aw^  thy 
foule  derke  de^yrs,  and  diyven  out  fro  10 
thee  wrecched  oomplaintes,  certes,  it  nis 
no  power  that  thou  hast 

PbossTL    Qlo/iia  wiro  quaa^  foSXam  mupt. 

But  glorie,  how  deceivable  and  how 
foul  is  it  ofbe!  For  which  thing  nat 
unskilftilly  a  tragedien,  tha^  U  to  Myn, 
a  tnaker  of  dUe«i  that  higJUen  tragedieti 
oryde  and  seide  :  "  O  glorie,  glorie,"  quod  5 
he,  **  thou  art  nothing  elles  to  thousandea 
of  folkes  but  a  greet  sweller  of  eres  I** 
For  manye  han  had  ful  greet  renoun  by 
the  iklse  opinioun  of  the  poeple,  and  '^^lat 
thing  mayben  thought  fouler  than  swiche  10 
preysingef  For  thilke  folk  that  ben 
preysed  &ls]y,  thay  moten  nodes   han 
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shame  of  hir  preymnges.  And  yif  that 
folk  han  geten  hem  thonk  or  preysinge 

>5  by  hir  desertes,  what  thing  hath  thilke 
piys  eched  or  enoreaed  to  the  consoienoe 
of  yryne  folk,  that  xnesuren  hir  good, 
nat  hy  the  nunoor  of  the  poeple,  bat 
by  the  sooth&stnesse  of  conscience  ?  And 

»  yif  it  seme  a  fair  thing,  a  man  to  han 
encjneeed  and  spred  hia  name,  than  fol- 
weth  it  that  it  ia  demed  to  ben  a  fool 
thing,  yif  it  ne  be  y-sprad  and  encreaed. 
Bat,  aa  I  seyde  a  litel  her-bifom  that,  sin 

^5  ther  mot  nedea  ben  many  folk,  to  whiche 
folk  the  renoan  of  a  man  ne  may  nat 
comen,  it  befalleth  that  he,  that  thon 
weneat  be  gloriooa  and  renomed,  aemeth 
in  the  neacte  partie  of  the  erthea  to  ben 

V)  with-oate  glorie  and  with-oate  renoan. 

And  oertea,  amongea  thiae  thingea  I  ne 

trowe  nat  that  the  piya  and  grace  of  the 

poeple   nia   neither  worthy  to   ben    re- 

membred,  ne  cometh  of  wyse  jogement, 

15  ne  ia  ferme  perdarably.  Bat  now,  of  thia 
name  of  gentileaae,  what  man  ia  it  that 
ne  may  wel  aeen  how  veyn  and  how 
fiittinge  a  thing  it  ia  ?  For  yif  the  name 
of  gentileaae  be  referred  to  renoan  and 

40  cleemeaae  of  linage,  thanne  ia  gentil  name 
bat  a  foreine  thing,  that  i$  to  $eyn,  to  hem 
thai  gloTifyen  hem  cf  hir  linage.  For  it 
■emeth  that  gentileaae  be  a  maner  prey- 
■inge  that  comth  of  the  deaerte  of  an- 

45  cestrea.  And  yif  preyainge  maketh 
gentileBae,  thanne  moten  they  nedea  be 
gentil  that  ben  preyaed.  For  which  thing 
it  folweth,  that  yif  thou  ne  have  no 
gentileaae  of  thy<aelf,  that  U  to  myn,  preyte 

5>  thai  comth  ofthy  deeerte^  foreine  gentileaae 
ne  maketh  thee  nat  gentlL  Bat  certea, 
yif  ther  be  any  good  in  gentileaae,  I  trowe 
it  be  al-only  thia,  that  it  aemeth  aa  that 
a  maner  neoeaaitee  be  imposed  to  gentil 

55  men,  for  that  they  ne  aholden  nat  oat- 
rayen  or  forliven  fro  the  virtoea  of  hir 
noble  kinrede. 

Mcraa  TL    Omtie  homimim  gmu$  in 
territ, 

Al  the  linage  of  men  that  ben  in  erthe 
ben  of  aemblable  birthe.  On  allone  ia 
fader  of  thingea.    On  allone  miniatreth 


alle  thingea.  He  yaf  to  the  sonne  hise 
hemes ;  he  yaf  to  the  mone  hir  homes.  5 
He  3raf  the  men  to  the  erthe ;  he  yaf  the 
sterrea  to  the  hevene.  He  endoeeth  with 
membrea  the  aoalea  that  comen  fro  hia 
bye  sete.  Thanne  comen  alle  mortal  folk 
of  noble  sede  ;  why  noiaen  ye  or  bosten  of  ^^ 
yonre  eldrea?  For  yif  thon  loke  yoar 
biginninge,  and  god  yonr  anotor  and  yoor 
maker,  thanne  nia  ther  no  forlived  wight, 
bnt-yif  he  noriaahe  hia  corage  an-to  yyces, 
and  forlete  his  propre  barthe.  ^S 

Paoex  VIL    Quid  autem  d$  eorporit 
uoluptatibuB, 

Bat  what  shal  I  seye  of  delices  of  body, 
of  whiche  delices  the  deslringes  ben  ful 
of  angaissh,  and  the  folfUlinges  of  hem 
ben  fol  of  penaance?  How  greet  syk* 
nesse  and  how  grete  sorwes  onsafferablo,  5 
right  as  a  maner  fruit  of  wUckednesse, 
ben  thilke  delices  wont  to  bringen  to  the 
bodies  of  folk  that  nsen  hem  !  Of  whiche 
delices  I  not  what  joye  may  ben  hod  of 
hir  moevinge.  But  this  wot  I  wel,  that  10 
who-so-ever  wole  remembren  him  of  hise 
laxares,  he  shal  wel  understonde  that 
the  issaes  of  delices  ben  sorwfal  and 
sorye.  And  yif  thilke  delices  mowen 
maken  folk  blisful,  than  by  the  snme  15 
cause  moten  thise  bestes  ben  cleped  blis- 
ful ;  of  whiche  bestes  al  the  entencioun 
haateth  to  fulfiUe  hir  bodily  jolitee.  And 
the  gladnesse  of  vryf  and  children  were 
an  honest  thing,  but  it  hath  ben  seyd  so 
that  it  is  over  muchel  ayeins  kinde,  that 
children  han  ben  founden  tofmentours  to 
hir  fadres,  I  not  how  manye  :  of  whicho 
children  how  bytinge  is  every  condicioun, 
it  ncdeth  nat  to  tellen  it  thee,  tbat  host  25 
or  this  tyme  assayed  it,  and  art  yit  now 
anguissous.  In  this  approve  I  the  sen- 
tence of  my  disciple  Euripidis,  that  seyde, 
that  "  he  that  hath  no  children  is  weleful 
by  infortune.''  30 

Hetrk  YII.    Habet  omni$  hoc  uoluptae. 

Bvery  delyt  hath  thia,  that  it  angaiaaheth 
hem  with  prikkee  that  nsen  it.  It  re- 
aembleth  to  thiae  flyinge  flyes  that  we 
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depen  been,  that,  after  that  he  hath  shad 

5  hise  a^eable  honies,  he  fleeth  awey,  and 

stingeth  the  hertn,  of  hem  that  ben 

y-smite,  with  bytinge  (^verlonge  holdinge. 

PsoBB  ym.    Nihtt  igitur  dutnum  eat. 

Now  ifl  it  no  doate  thanne  that  thiae 
weyes  ne  ben  a  manor  mi^^inges  to 
blisinlnesse,  ne  that  they  ne  mowe  nat 
leden  folk  thider  as  they  biheten  to  leden 
5  hem.  Bnt  with  how  grete  harmes  thise 
forseyde  weyes  ben  enlaced,  I  shal  shewe 
thee  shortly.  For-why  yif  thou  enforeest 
thee  to  asemble  moneye,  thon  most  bi- 
reven  him  his  moneye  that  hath  it.    And 

ID  yif  thou  wolt  shynen  with  dignitees,  thon 
most  bisechen  and  snpplien  hem  that 
yeven  tho  dignitoes.  And  yif  thon  covei- 
test  by  honour  to  gon  bifom  other  folk, 
thou  shalt  defoulo  thy-self  thomgh  hum- 

15  blesse  of  axinge.  Yif  thou  desirest  power, 
thou  shalt  by  awaytes  of  thy  subgits 
anoyously  ben  cast  under  manye  periles. 
Axest  thou  glorio?  Thou  shalt  ben  so 
destrat  by  aspre  thinges  that  thou  shalt 

}o  forgoon  sikemesse.  And  yif  thou  wolt 
leden  thy  lyf  in  delioes,  every  wight  shal 
despisen  thoe  and  forleten  thee,  as  thou 
that  art  thral  to  thing  that  is  right  foul 
and  brotel ;  that  is  to  seyn,  servaunt  to 

25  thy  body.  Now  is  it  thanne  wel  seen, 
how  litel  and  how  brotel  possessioun  they 
coveiten,  that  putten  the  goodes  of  the 
body  aboven  hir  owne  resoun.  For  mayst 
thou  sormounten  thise  olifaunts  in  gret- 

30  nesse  or  weight  of  body  ?  Or  mayst  thou 
ben  stronger  than  the  bole  ?  Mayst  thou 
ben  swifter  than  the  tygre  ?  Bihold  the 
spaces  and  the  stablenesse  and  the  swifte 
cours  of  the  hevene,  and  stint  som-tyme 

35  to  wondren  on  foule  thinges  ;  the  which 
hevene,  certes,  nis  nat  rather  for  thise 
thinges  to  ben  wondred  up-on,  than  for 
the  resoun  by  which  it  is  governed.  But 
the  shyning  of  thy  forme,  tfuU  it  to  aeyn^ 

40  the  beautee  of  thy  hody^  how  swiftly  pass* 
inge  is  it,  and  how  transitorie  ;  certes,  it 
is  more  fiittinge  than  the  mutabilitee  of 
flowers  of  the  somer-sesonn.  For  so  Aris- 
totle telleth,  that  yif  that  men  hadden 


eyten  of  a  beest  that  highte  lynx,  00  that  45 
thelokinge  of  folk  mighteperoen  thorugh 
the  thinges  that  with-stonden  it,  who-so 
loked  thanne  in  the  entrailes  of  the  body 
of  Aloibiades,  that  was  ful  fayr  in  the 
superfice  with-onte,  it  shold  seme  right  5" 
fouL    And  forthy,  yif  thou  semest  fayr, 
thy  nature  maketh  nat  that,  but  the 
desceivaunce  of  the  feblesse  of  the  eyen 
that  loken.     But  preyse  the  goodes  of  the 
body  as  moohel  as  ever  thee  list ;  so  that  55 
thou  knowe  algatee  that,  what-eo  it  be, 
that  is  to  «0yn,  of  tJte  goodea  of  thy  hodyy 
which  that  thou  wondrest  up-on,  may 
ben  destroyed  or  dissolved  by  the  hete  of 
a  fevere  of  three  dayes.'    Of  alle  whiehe  6u 
forseyde   thinges  I    may  reduoen    this 
shortly  in  a  somme,  that  thise  worldly 
goodes,  whiehe  that  ne  mowen  nat  yeven 
that  they  biheten,  ne  ben  nat  parfit  by 
the  oongregaoioun  of  alle  goodes  ;  that  65 
they  ne  ben  nat  weyes  ne  pathes  that 
bringen  men  to  blisfolnesse,  ne  maken 
men  to  ben  blisAil. ' 

McTRB  YIII.    Eheu  !  quae  miseroa 
iramite  deuios. 

Alias !  which  folye  and  which  igno- 
raunce  misledeth  wandringe  wrecches 
fro  the  path  of  verray  goode  !  Certes, 
ye  ne  seken  no  gold  in  grene  trees,  ne  ye 
ne  gaderen  nat  precious  stones  in  the  5 
vynes,  ne  ye  ne  hyden  nat  your  ginnes 
in  the  hye  mounteignes  to  oaochen  fish 
of  whiehe  ye  may  maken  riohe  festes. 
And  yif  yow  lyketh  to  hunte  to  roes,  ye 
ne  gon  nat  to  the  fordes  of  the  water  that  10 
highte  Tyrone.  And  over  this,  men 
knowen  wel  the  orykes  and  the  cavemes 
of  the  see  y-hid  in  the  fiodes,  and  knowen 
eek  which  water  is  most  plentivons  of 
whyte  perles,  and  knowen  which  water  15 
haboondeth  most  of  rede  purpre,  that  U  to 
W2^,  of  a  man&r  ahell^Juh  toUh  which  men 
dyen  purpre  ;  and  knowen  which  strondes 
habounden  most  with  tendre  fisshes,  or  of 
sharpe  fisshes  that  highten  eohines.  But  20 
folk  suffren  hem-self  to  ben  so  blinde, 
tl(at  hem  ne  reooheth  nat  to  knowe  where 
thilkegoodesbeny-hid  whiohethat  they 
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eoveiten,  bat  plotmgen  hem  in  erthe  and 
25  nken  there  thilke  good  that  Bormoanteth 
the  herene  that  bereth  the  sterres.  What 
preyere  may  I  maken  that  be  digne  to 
thenyoethovghtesof men?  Bntlpreye 
that  they  ooveiten  rioheese  and  hononrs, 
jD  so  that,  whaai  they  han  geten  tho  false 
goodes  -with  greet  travaile,  that  thereby 
they  mowe  knowen  the  yerray  goodes. 


PbossIX    HacUnm  mendacia  Jbnnam. 

Itsofiyseth  that  Ihaveshewed  hideiwto 
the  forme  of  false  weleftdnesse,  so  that, 
yif  thou  loke  now  cleerly,  the  order  of 
myn  entencioon  reqoireth  ftom  hennes- 
5  forth  to  shewen  thee  the  verray  weleftd- 
nesn.*  *  For  sothe,*  qnod  I,  *  I  see  wel 
now  that  sufflsannce  may  nat  oomen  by 
richeiises,  ne  power  by  reames,  ne  reyec- 
enoe  hy  dignitees,  ne  gentilesse  by  glorxe, 
lone  joye  by  delices.* 

*  And  hast  thoa  wel  Icnowen  the  oanses, ' 
qnod  she,  *why  it  is?'  *Oertes,  me 
semeth/  qnod  I,  *  that  I  see  hem  right  as 
thoDgh  it  were  thomgh  a  litel  olifbe  ;  bnt 
15  me  w^ere  lever  knowen  hem  more  opea}y 
of  thee.' 

*Certefl,*  qnod  she,  'the  reeonn  is  al 
redy.  For  thilke  thing  that  simply  is 
o  thing,  with-onten  any  devisionn,  the 
an  erroor  and  fblye  of  mankinde  departeth 
and  deyydeth  it,  and  misledeth  it  and 
tiansporteth  from  verray  and  parflt  good 
to  goodes  that  ben  false  and  nnparflt. 
Bat  eey  me  this.  Wenest  thoa  that  he, 
'5  that  hath  nede  of  power,  that  him  ne 
iakketh  no-thing  ? '        *  Nay,'  quod  L 

'  Certos,*  qnod  she,  '  thon  seyst  a-right. 

For  yif  so  be  that  ther  is  a  thing,  that  in 

any  partye  be  febler  of  i>ower,  oertes,  as 

>>  in  that,  it  mot  nedes  ben  nedy  of  foreine 

help.'         '  Bight  so  is  it,'  qnod  L 

^  SniBsannce  and  power  ben  thanne  of 
o  kinde  ? '  *  So  semeth  it,*  qnod  I. 
*And  demest  thoa,'  qnod  she,  *that 
S5  a  thing  that  is  of  this  manere,  that  i»  to 
teyrtf  g^ffisautd  and  migMp,  ooghte  ben 
desp3raed,  or  elles  that  it  be  right  digne  of 
Tpverenoe  aboven  alle  thingee? '    '  Certes,' 


qnod  I,  <  it  nis  no  doate,  that  it  is  right 
worthy  to  ben  reverenoed.'  40 

*Lat  ns,'  qnod  she,  'adden  thanne 
reverence  to  soffisannoe  and  to  power,  so 
that  we  demen  that  thise  three  thinges 
ben  al  o  thing.'  *  Certes,'  qnod  I,  *  lat  ns 
adden  it,  yif  we  wolen  grannten  the  sothe.'  45 

'What  demest  thon  thanne?'  qnod 
she ;  *  is  that  a  derk  thing  and  nat  noble, 
that  i»  tuffitaunt,  rwermi^  and  mighty^  or 
elles  that  it  is  right  noble  and  right 
deer  by  celebritee  of  renonn  ?  Consider  50 
thanne,'  qnod  she,  '  as  we  han  grannted 
her-bifom,  that  he  that  ne  hath  nede  of 
no-thing,  and  is  most  mighty  and  most- 
digne  of  honour,  yif  him  nedeth  any 
cleemesse  of  renonn,  which  deemesse  he  55 
mighte  nat  grannten  of  him-self,  so  that, 
for  lakke  of  thilke  cleemesse,  he  mighte 
seme  the  febeler  on  any  syde  or  the  more 
ont-cast  ?  '  Glose.  Tkia  ia  to  seyn^  nay ; 
for  fcho-90  that  ia  av^ffimunty  mighty^  and  60 
reverent^  eleemeaae  afrenounfolwethQ/the 
/braeyde  thingea;  he  hath  it  al  redy  of  hia 
at^fflaaunce.  Boece,  'I  may  nat,itqaod 
I,  *  denye  it ;  bnt  I  mot  grannte  as  it  is, 
that  this  thing  be  right  celebrable  by  65 
cleemesse  of  renonn  and  noblesse.' 

*  Thanne  folweth  it,'  qnod  she,  *  that  we 
adden  cleemesse  of  renonn  to  the  three 
forseyde   thinges,  so  that    ther   ne   be 
asnxmgba  hem  no  difference  ? '       <  This  is  7^ 
a  consequence,'  qnod  L 

*  This  thing  thanne,'  quod  she, '  that  ne 
hath  nede  of  no  foreine  thing,  and  that 
may  don  alle  thinges  by  hise  strengthes, 
and  that  is  noble  and  honourable,  nis  nat  7$ 
that  a  mery  thing  and  a  joyfiol  ? '  *  But 
whennes,'  quod  I,  *  that  any  sorwe  mighte 
comen  tto  this  thing  that  is  swiohe,  certes, 

I  may  nat  thinks.' 

'  Thanne  moten  we  grannte,'  qnod  she,  80 
*  that  this  thing  be  iVd  of  gladnesse,  yif 
the  forseyde  thinges  ben  sothe;  and 
certes,  also  mote  we  grannten  that  soffi- 
saunce,  power,  noblesse,  reverence,  and 
gladnesse  ben  only  dyverae  by  names,  but  85 
hir  substaunoe  hath  no  diversitee. '  *  It 
mot  needly  been  so,'  quod  I. 

'  Thilke  thing  thanne,'  qnod  she,  *  that 
is  oon  and  simple  in  his  nature,  the 
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90  wikkednesse  of  men  departeth  it  and 
devydeth  it ;  and  whan  they  enforcen 
hem  to  goten  partye  of  a  thing  that  ne 
hath  no  part,  they  ne  geten  hem  neither 
thilke  i>artye  that  nis  non,  ne  the  thing 
95  al  hool  that  they  ne  desire  nat.'  *  In 
which  manere  ? '  quod  I. 

'  Thilke  man/  quod  she,  *  that  seoheth 
riohesses  to  fleen  povertee,  he  ne  tra- 
vaileth  him  nat  for  to  gete  power ;  for  he 

100  hath  lever  ben  derk  and  vyl ;  and  eek 
withdraweth  from  him-self  many  naturel 
delyts,  for  he  nolde  lese  the  moneye  that 
he  hath  assembled.  But  certes,  in  this 
manere  he  ne  geteth  him  nat  soffisaonoe 

105  that  power  forleteth,  and  that  molestie 
prikketh,  and  that  fllthe  maketh  ont-oast, 
and  that  derkenesse  hydeth.  And  certes, 
he  that  desireth  only  i>ower,  he  wasteth 
and  scatereth  richesse,   and  despyseth 

no  delyts,  and  eek  honour  that  is  with-onte 
power,  ne  he  ne  preyseth  glorie  no-thing. 
Certes,  thus  seest  thon  wel,  that  manye 
thinges  faylen  to  him ;  for  he  hath  som- 
tyme  defante  of  many  neoessitees,  and 

1 15  many  angoisshes  b3rten  him ;  and  whan 
he  ne  may  nat  don  tho  defantes  a-wey,  he 
forleteth  to  ben  mighty,  and  that  is  the 
thing  that  he  most  desireth.  And  right 
thns  may  I  maken  semblable  resouns  of 

120  honours,  and  of  glorie,  and  of  delyts. 
For  so  as  every  of  thise  forseyde  thinges 
is  the  same  that  thise  other  thinges  ben, 
that  is  to  aeyUy  al  oon  ihingy  who-so  that 
ever  seketh  to  geten  that  oon  of  thise, 

125  and  nat  that  other,  he  ne  geteth  nat  that 

he  desireth.'        Boece.  *  What  seyst  thon 

thanne,  yif  that  a  man  coveiteth  to  geten 

alle  thise  thinges  to-gider  ? ' 

Philosophie.     *  Certes,'  qnod    she,    *I 

130  wolde  seye,  that  he  wolde  geten  him 
sovereyn  blisfhlnesse ;  but  that  shal  he 
nat  finde  in  tho  thinges  that  I  have 
shewed,  that  ne  mowen  nat  3reven  that 
they  beheten. '       *  Certes,  no,'  quod  I. 

135  *  Thanne,'  quod  she,  *  ne  sholden  men 
nat  by  no  wey  seken  blisfhlnesse  inswiche 
thinges  as  men  wene  that  they  ne  mowen 
yeven  but  o  thing  senglely  of  alle  that 
men  seken.'         '  I  graunte  wel,'  quod  I ; 

140  ^  ne  no  sother  thing  ne  may  ben  sayd. ' 


*■  Now  hast  thou  thanne,'  quod  she,  *the 
fbrme  and  the  causes  of  fedae  weleAil- 
nesse.  Now  tome  and  flitte  the  eyen 
of  thy  thought ;  for  ther  shalt  thou 
seen  anon  thilke  verray  blisfdlnesse  that  145 
I  have  bihight  thee.'  *  Certes,'  quod  I, 
'  it  is  deer  and  open,  thogh  it  were  to 
a  blinde  man  ;  and  that  shewedest  thou 
me  ftQ  wel  a  litel  her-bifom,  whan  thou 
enforcedest  thee  to  shewe  me  the  causes  150 
of  the  false  blisfulnesse.  For  but-yif  I 
be  bigyled,  thanne  is  thilke  the  verray 
blisftilnesse  parfit,  that  parfitly  maketh 
a  man  sufiOsaunt,  mighty,  honourable, 
noble,  and  ful  of  gladnesse.  And,  for  155 
thou  shalt  wel  knowe  that  I  have  wel 
understonden  thise  thinges  with-in  my 
herte,  I  knowe  wel  that  thilke  blisful* 
nesse,  that  may  verrayly  yeven  oon  of 
the  forseyde  thinges,  sin  they  ben  al  oon,  j6o 
I  knowe,  dontdes,  that  thilke  thing  is 
the  ftdle  blisfulnesse.' 

*  O   my   norie,'    quod    she,    *  by    this 
opinioun  I  seye  that  thou  art  blisful,  yif 
thou  putte  this  ther-to  that  I  shal  seyn.*  165 
*  What  is  that  ? '  quod  I. 

*  Trowest  thou  that  ther  be  any  thing 
in  thise  erthely  mortal  toumbling  thinges 
that  may  bringen  this  estat  ? '  *  Certes,' 
quod  I,  'I  trowe  it  naught;  and  thon  170 
hast  shewed  me  wel  that  over  thilke  good 
ther  nis  no-thing  more  to  ben  desired.' 

*  Thise  thinges  thanne,'  quod  she,  ^  that 
is  to  sejfy  erthely  st^ffisaunce  and  power  and 
stoiehe  thinges^  either  they  semen  lyke-  175 
nesses  of  vem^  good,  or  elles  it  semeth 
that  they  yeve  to  mortal  folk  a  maner  of 
goodes  that  ne  ben  nat  parfit ;  but  thilke 
good  that  is  verray  and  parfit,  that  may 
they  nat  yeven.'  *I  aoorde  me  wel,'  180 
quod  I. 

*  Thanne,'  quod  she,  *  for  as  moohel  aa 
thou  hast  knowen  which  is  thilke  verray 
blisfulnesse,  and  eek  whiohe  thilke 
thinges  ben  that  lyen  falsly  blisAilnesae,  185 
that  is  to  seyn^  that  by  deceits  semen  verray 
goodeSf  now  behoveth  thee  to  knowe 
whennes  and  where  thou  mowe  seke 
thilke  verray  blisftilnesse.'  'Certes,* 
quod  I,  *that  desire  I  greetly,  and  have  190 
abiden  longe  tyme  to  herknen  it.' 
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'  Bat  for  as  moche,'  quod  she,  *  as  it 
lyketh  to  my  disciple  Plato,  in  his  book  of 
*'  in  Timeo/*  that  in  right  litel  thinges 

i9t5  T0611  sholden  bisechen  the  help  of  god, 
what  jogest  thou  that  be  now  to  done,  so 
that  we  may  deserve  to  finde  the  sete  of 
thilka  verray  good  ? '  '  Certes,*  quod  I, 
•  I  deme  that  we  shollen  depen  the  &der 

juD  of  alle  goodee ;  for  with-oaten  him  nis 
ther  no-thing  fonnden  a-right.' 

*Thoa  seyst  a-right,*  quod  she;  and 
bigan  anon  to  singen  right  thus : — 


MxTKM  IX     O  qui  perpetua  mundum 
raiione  gubemas, 

'  O  thou  fifcder,  creator  of  hevene  and  of 
erthee,  thc^  gov^mest  this  world  by  per- 
durable resonn,  that  oomaxindest  the 
tymes  to  gon  from  sin  that  age  hadde 

5  heginninge ;  thou  tha^  dwellest  thy-self 
ay  8tede£Mt  and  stable>  and  yevest  alle 
othre  thingea  to  ben  moeved  ;  ne  foreine 
canses  neoesseden  thee  never  to  cominmne 
werk  of  floteringe  matere,  bat  only  the 

10  forme  of  soverein  good  y-set  with-in  thee 
with-onte  envye,  thai  moevede  theefredy. 
Thoa  that  art  alder-fayrest,  beringe  the 
faire  world  in  thy  thoaght,  formedest 
this  world  to  the  lyknesse  semblable  of 

15  that  fidre  world  in  thy  thoaght.  Thoa 
drawest  al  thing  of  thy  soverein  en- 
saompler,  and  comaandest  that  this 
world,  parfitliche  y-maked,  have  freely 
and  abeolat    his   parfit  parties.      Thoa 

A>  bindest  the  elements  by  noambres  pro- 
poroionables,  that  the  oolde  thinges 
mowen  ooorden  with  the  hote  thinges, 
and  the  drye  thinges  with  the  moiste 
thinges ;  that  the  iyr,  that  is  porest,  ne 

35  flee  nat  over  hye,  ne  that  the  hevinesse 
ne  drawe  nat  adoon  over-lowe  the  erthes 
that  ben  ploonged  in  the  wateres.  Thoa 
knitteat  to-gider  the  mene  sowle  of  treble 
kinde,  moevinge  alle   thinges,  and  de- 

jo  vydest  it  l^  membres  aoordinge ;  and 
whan  it  is  thus  devyded,  it  hath  asembled 
a  moevinge  in-to  two  roandes ;  it  goth  to 
tome  ayein  to  him-self,  and  enviroaneth 
a  fal  deep   thought,    and   tometh   the 


hevene  by  semblable  image.    Thou  by  35 
evene-lyke  causes  enhansest  the  sowles 
and  the  lasse  lyves,  and,  ablinge  hem 
heye  by  lighte  cartes,  thou  sowest  hem 
in-to  hevene  and  in-to  erthe ;  and  whan 
they  ben  converted  to  thee  by  thy  bo*  40 
ni^e  lawe,  thou  makest  hem   retome 
ayein  to  thee  by  ayein-ledinge  fyr.    O 
fader,  yive  thou  to  the  thoaght  to  styen  up 
in-to  thy  streite  sete,  and  graunte  him  to 
enviroune  the  welle  of  good ;   and,  the  45 
lighte  y-founde,  graunte  him  to  fichen  the 
clere  sightes  of  his  corage  in  thee.    And 
soater  thou  and  to-breke  Uiou  the  weightes 
and  the  cloudes  of  erthely  hevinesse,  and 
shyne  thoa  by  thy  brightnesse.    For  thou  50 
art  oleemesse ;  thou  art  peysible  reste  to 
debonaire  folk ;  thou  thy-self  art  bigin- 
ninge,  berer,  leder,  path,  and  terme ;  to 
loke  on  thee,  that  is  our  ende. 

Prose  X     (^wmiam  igitur  quae  ait 
imperfecti. 

For  as  moche  thanne  as  thou  hast  9eyn, 
which  is  the  forme  of  good  that  nis  nat 
parfit,  and  which  is  the  forme  of  good  that 
is  parfit,  now  trowe  I  that  it  were  good  to 
shewe  in  what  this  perfeccioun  of  blisful-  5 
nesse  is  set.  And  in  this  thing,  I  trowe 
that  we  sholden  first  enquere  for  to  witen, 
yif  that  any  swiche  maner  good  as  thilke 
good  that  thou  hast  difflnisshed  a  litel 
heer-bifom,  that  it  to  eeyn^  aoverein  good,  10 
may  ben  founde  in  the  nature  of  thinges  ; 
fbr  that  veyn  imaginacioun  of  thought  ne 
deceyye  us  nat,  and  putte  us  out  of  the 
sothfastnesse  of  thilke  thing  that  is  sum- 
mitted  unto  us.  But  it  may  nat  ben  15 
deneyed  that  thilke  good  ne  is,  and  that 
it  nis  right  as  welle  of  alle  goodes.  For 
al  thing  that  is  oleped  inparfit  is  proeved 
inparfit  by  the  amenusinge  of  perfeccioun 
or  of  thing  that  is  parfit.  And  ther-of  20 
comth  it,  that  in  eveiy  thing  general,  yif 
that  men  seen  any-thing  that  is  iniMtrfit, 
oertes,  in  thilke  general  ther  mot  ben 
som-thing  that  is  parfit ;  for  yif  so  be  that 
perfeccioun  is  don  awey,  men  may  nat  25 
thinke  ne  seye  fro  whennes  thilke  thing 
is  that  is  cleped  inparfit.    For  the  nature 
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of  thinges  ne  took  nat  hir  begixmixige  of 
thinges   amenased  and  inparfit,  bat  it 

$o  procedeth  of  thinges  that  ben  al  hoole 
and  absolut,  and  descendeth  bo  donn  in-to 
ontterest  thingea,  and  in-to  thingOB  empty 
and  with-onten  fmt.  But,  as  I  have 
y-sbewed  a  litel  ber-bifom,  that  3df  ther 

35  be  a  blisfnlnesse  that  be  freele  and  yeyn 
and  inparfit,  ther  may  no  man  donte  that 
ther  niB  som  blisAilneBBe  that  is  Bad, 
Btedefast,  and  parfit.'  Boece,  'Thia  is 
concluded/  quod  I,  ^fermely  and  soth- 

40  fafitly.' 

PhUoaophie,  *  But  oonsidere  also,'  quod 
Bhe,  *in  wham  this  blisfulnease  en- 
habiteth.  The  oomune  acordaunoe  and 
conceite  of  the  corages  of  men  proeveth 

45  and  graunteth,  that  god,  prince  of  alle 
thinges,  is  good.  For,  so  as  nothing  ne 
may  ben  thought  bettre  than  god,  it  may 
nat  ben  douted  thanne  that  he,  that 
nothing  nis  bettre,  that  he  nis   good. 

50  Certes,  resoun  sheweth  that  god  is  so 
good,  that  it  proveth  l^  verray  force  that 
parfit  good  is  in  him.  For  jrif  god  ne  is 
Bwich,  he  ne  may  nat  ben  prince  of  alle 
thinges ;  for  certes  som-thing  possessing 

55  in  it-«elf  parfit  good,  sholde  ben  more 
worthy  than  god,  and  it  sholde  semen  tiiat 
thilke  thing  were  first,  and  elder  than 
god.  For  we  han  shewed  apertly  that 
alle  thinges  that  ben  parfit  ben  first  or 

6'j  thinges  that  ben  unparfit ;  and  for>thy, 
for  as  moche  as  that  my  resoun  or  my 
proces  ne  go  nat  »-wey  with-oute  an  ende, 
we  owen  to  graunten  that  the  soverein 
god  is  right  £qX  of  soverein  parfit  good. 

65  And  we  han  estaUisshed  that  the  soverein 
good  is  yerray  blisftilnesse  :  thanne  mot  it 
nedes  be,  that  verray  blisftilnesse  is  set  in 
soverein  god.'  *  This  take  I  wel,'  quod 
I,  *  ne  this  ne  may  nat  ben  withseid  in  no 

70  manere.' 

*  But  I  preye,'  quod  she,  *  see  now  how 
thou  mayst  proeven,  holily  and  with<oute 
oorupcioun,  this  that  I  have  seyd,  that 
the  soverein  god  is  right  fhl  of  soverein 

75  good.'        *  In  which  manere  ?  *  quod  L 
'  Wenest  thou  aught,'  quod  she,  '  that 
this  prince  of  alle  thinges  have  y-tako 
thilke  soverein  good  any-wher  out  of  him-  | 


self,  of  which  soverein  good  men  proveth 
that  he  is  ful,  right  as  thou  mightest  8u 
thinken  that  god,  that  hath  blisfhlnesse 
in  him<«elf,  and  thilke  blisftilnease  that 
is  in  him,  weren  dyvers  in  substaunoe  ? 
For  yif  thou  wene  that  god  have  received 
thilke  good  out  of  him-self,  thou  mayst  85 
wene  that  he  that  yaf  thilke  good  to  god 
be  more  worthy  than  is  god.    But  I  am 
bi-knowen  and  confesse,  and  that  right 
dlgnely,  that  god  is  right  worthy  aboven 
alle  thinges ;  and,  yil'so  be  that  this  good  90 
be  in  him  by  nature,  but  that  it  is  dyvers 
fro  him  by  weninge  resoun,  sin  we  speke 
of  god  prince  of  alle  thinges  :  feigne  who- 
so feigne  may,  who  was  he  that  hath 
conjoigned  thise  dyverse  thinges  to-gider  ?  95 
And  eek,  at  the  laste,  see  wel  that  a  thing 
that  is  dyvers  from  any  thing,  that  thilke 
thing  nis  nat  that  same  thing*  fro  which 
it  is  understonden  to  ben  dyvers.  Thanne 
folweth  it,  that  thilke  thing  that  by  his  100 
nature  is  dyvers  firo  soverein  good,  that 
that  thing  nis  nat  soverein  good ;  but 
certes,  that  were  a  felonous  corsednesse 
to  thinken  that  of  him  that  nothing  niii 
more  worth.    For  alwey,  of  alle  thinges,  105 
thenatureof  hem  ne  may  nat  ben  bettre 
than  his  biginning;   for  which  I  may 
oondnden,  by  right  verray  resoun,  that 
thilke  that  is  biginning  of  alle  thinges, 
thilke  same  thing  is  soverein  good  in  his  1 10 
Bubstaunce.'        *Thon  hast  seyd  right- 
fully,' quod  I. 

*  But  we  han  graunted,'  quod  she,  *  that 
the  soverein  good  is  blis^ilnesse.'  *  And 
that  is  sooth,'  quod  I.  1 15 

*  Thanne,'  quod  she,  *  moten  we  nedes 
graunten  and  oonfessen  that  thilke  same 
soverein  good  be  god.*  *  Certes,'  quod 
I,  *I  ne  may  nat  denye  ue  withstonde 
the  resouns  purposed ;  and  I  see  wel  that  tx> 
it  folweth  by  strengthe  of  the  premisses.' 

*Loke  now,'  quod  she,  *yif  this  be 
proved  yit  more  fermely  thus :  that  ther 
ne  mowen  nat  ben  two  soverein  goodes 
that  ben  dyverse  amonge  hem-self.  For  1^5 
certes,  the  goodes  that  ben  dyverse 
amonges  hem-self,  that  oon  nis  nat  that 
that  other  is ;  thanne  ne  niBy  neither  of 
hem  ben  parfit,  so  as  either  of  hem  lak- 
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ijp  keth  to  other.  But  that  that  nis  nat 
parfit,  men  may  seen  apertly  that  it  nis 
nat  flovorein.  The  thingee,  thanue,  that 
ben  sovereinly  goode,  ne  mowen  by  no 
wey  ben  dyyerse.    Bat  I  have  wel  oon- 

1^  eluded  that  blisfnlneflBe  and  god  ben  the 
soverein  good;  forwhiche  it  mot  nedes 
ben,  that  eoverein  bliaftilneflfle  ie  soverein 
dlvinitee.'  'Nothing/  qnod  I,  ^nis 
more  soothfast  than  this,  ne  more  ferme 

140  by  reeoon ;  ne  a  more  worthy  thing  than 
god  TQBy  nat  ben  oonoladed.^ 

*  Up-on  thise  thinges  thanne/  quod  she, 
*  right  as  thise  geometriens,  whan  they 
ban  shewed  hir  pioposicionns,  ben  wont 

145  to  bringen  in  thinges  that  they  olepen 
poriames,  or  dedaraciouna  of  foraeide 
tkimget,  right  so  wole  I  yeve  thee  heer  as 
a  ocnollarie,  or  a  msds  qf  ooroune,  For- 
why,  for  as  moche  as  by  the  getinge  of 

150  blisftilnesse  men  ben  maked  blisfnl)  and 
Uisfnlnesse  is  divinitee :  thanne  is  it 
manifest  and  open,  that  by  the  getinge  of 
divinitee  men  ben  maked  blisfnl.  Bight 
as  by  the  getinge  of  justice  [they  ben 

155  maked  just],  and  hy  the  getinge  of  sa- 
pience they  ben  maked  wyse :  right  so, 
nedes,  by  the  semblable  resoun,  whan 
they  han  geten  divinitee,  they  ben  makod 
goddes.      Thanne  is  every  bliaftd  man 

I  ji>  god  ;  bat  oertes,  hy  nature,  ther  nis  but 
o  god ;  but,  by  the  partioipacioun  of 
divinitee,  ther  ne  let  ne  desturbeth 
nothing  that  ther  ne  ben  manye  goddes.' 
^Tfais    is,*  quod  I,  *a   fair    thing  and 

265  a  precious,  olepe  it  as  thou  wolt ;  be  it 
porisme  or  oorollarie,*  or  mede  o/coroune 
or  dedaringe*. 

*  Gertes,*  quod  she,  '  nothing  nis  fayrer 
than  is  the  thing  that  by  resoun  sholde 

t;o  ben  added  to  thise  forseide  thinges.' 
'  What  thing? '  quod  I. 

*  So,*  quod  she,  *  as  it  semeth  that  blis- 
fulnesse  oonteneth  many  thinges,  it  were 
for  to  witen  whether   that   alle   thise 

175  thinges  maken  or  conjoignen  as  a  maner 
body  of  blisfalnesse,  by  dyversitee  of 
parties  or  of  membres ;  or  elles,  yif  that 
any  of  aUe  thilke  thinges  be  swich  that  it 
aoompliashe  by  him-self  the  substaunce  of 

180  bliafulnesse,  so  that  alle  thise  othre  thinges 


ben  referred  and  brought  to  blisiulnesse,' 
that  is  to  teytif  <u  to  the  che^  of  hem. 
'  I  wolde,*  quod  I,  *  that  thou  makedest 
me  cleerly  to  understonde  what  thou 
seyst,  and  that  thou  reoordedest  me  the  185 
forseyde  thinges.' 

'  Have  I  nat  juged,'  quod  she,  '  that 
blisfUuesse  is  good  ? '  *  Yis,  forsothe,' 
quod  I ;  *■  and  that  soverein  good.' 

'  Adde  thanne,'  quod  she,  *■  thilke  good,  190 
tTuU  ia  ntaked  hl^fulneaaCy  to  alle  the  for- 
seide thinges;   for  thilke  some  blisful- 
nesse  that  is   demed   to    ben    soverein 
soffisaunce,  thilke  selve  is  soverein  power, 
soverein  reverence,  soverein  cleemesse  or  195 
raodJesM,  and  soverein  delyt.      Conclusio. 
What  seyst  thou  thanne  of  alle  thise 
thinges,    that    is    to   seyn,    suffisaunce, 
power,  and  this  othre  thinges ;  ben  they 
thanne  as  membres  of  bUsfhlnesse,  or  ben  300 
they  referred  and  brought  to  soverein 
good,  right    as   alle    thinges    that    ben 
brought  to  the  chief  of  hem  ? '      'X  under- 
stonde wel ; '    quod  I,  '  what  thou  pur- 
posest  to  seke ;  but  I  desire  for  to  herkne  305 
that  thou  shewe  it  me.' 

*  Tak  now  thus  the  discrecioun  of  this 
question,'  quod  she.  *Yif  alle  thise 
thinges,'  quod  she,  *  weren  membres  to 
felioitee,  than  weren  they  dyverse  that  210 
oon  from  that  other;  and  swich  is  the 
nature  of  parties  or  of  membres,  that 
dyverse    membres    compounen   a  body.* 

'  Certes,'  quod  I,  *■  it  hath  wol  bon  shewed 
heer-bifom,  that  alle  thise  thinges  ben  215 
alle  o  thing.' 

*  Thanne  ben  th^  none  membres,'  qnod 
she;  'for  elles  it  sholde  seme  that  blis- 
ftdnesse  were  conioigned  al  of  on  mem- 
bre  allone ;  but  that  is  a  thing  that  may  aao 
nat  be  don.'  *  This  thing,'  quod  I,  *  nis 
nat  doutouB ;  but  I  aVyde  to  herknen  the 
remnaunt  of  thy  questioun.' 

'This  is  open  and  deer,*  quod  she, 
'  that  alle  othre  thinges  ben  referred  and  225 
brought  to  good.  For  therefore  is  suiil- 
saunoe  requered,  for  it  is  demed  to  ben 
good ;  and  forthy  is  power  requered,  for 
men  trowen  also  that  it  be  good  ;  and  this 
same  thing  mowen  we  thinken  and  con-  230 
jeoten  of  reverence,  and  of  noblesse,  and 
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of  delyt.  Thanne  ia  soverein  good  the 
aomme  and  the  oanse  of  al  that  aughte 
ben  desired ;  foi^why  thilke  thing  that 

235  with-holdeth  no  good  in  it-self,  ne  sem- 
blaunce  of  g^d,  it  ne  may  nat  wel  in  no 
manere  be  desired  ne  reqnered.  And  the 
contrarie  :  for  thogh  that  thinges  by  hir 
nature  ne  ben  nat  goode,  algates,  yif  men 

340  wene  that  ben  goode,  yit  ben  they  desired 
as  though  that  they  veren  verrayliche 
goode.  And  therfor  ia  it  that  men 
onghten  to  wene  by  right,  that  bonntee 
be  the  soyerein  fyn,  and  the  cause  of  alle 

245  the  thinges  that  ben  to  requeren.  But 
certes,  thilke  that  is  cause  for  which  men 
requeren  any  thing,  it  semeth  that  thilke 
same  thing  be  most  desired.  As  thus :  yif 
that  a  wight  wolde  ryden  for  cause  of 

^5"  hele,  he  ne  desireth  nat 'so  mochel  the 
moevinge  to  lyden,  as  the  effect  of  his 
hele.  Now  thanne,  sin  that  alle  thinges 
ben  requered  for  the  grace  of  good,  they 
ne  ben  nat  desired  of  alle  folk  more 

255  thanne  the  same  good.  But  we  ban 
graunted  that  blisfulnesse  is  that  thing, 
for  whicho  that  alle  thise  othre  thinges 
ben  desired ;  thanne  is  it  thus :  that, 
certes,  only  blisfalnesse  is  requered  and 

36()  desired.  By  whiche  thing  it  sheweth 
olecrly,  that  of  good  and  of  blisftdnesse  is 
al  oon  and  the  same  substaunce.*  '  I  see 
nat,'  quod  I,  *  wherfore  that  men  mighten 
discorden  in  this.' 

365  *And  we  han  shewed  that  god  and 
verray  blisiulnesse  is  al  00  thing. '  *  That 
is  sooth,'  quod  L 

'Thanne  mowen  we  conclude  sikerly, 
that  the  substaunce  of  god  is  set  in  thilke 

270  same  good,  and  in  non  other  place. 

Mbthk  X.    Httc  amnes  pariter  uenite  capti. 

O  cometh  alle  to-gider  now,  ye  that  ben 
y-caught  and  y-bounde  with  wikkede 
cheynes,  by  the  deceivable  delyt  of  erthely 
thinges  enhabitinge  in  your  thought ! 
5  Heer  shal  ben  the  reste  of  your  labours, 
heer  is  the  havene  stable  in  peysible 
quiete ;  this  allone  is  the  open  refut  to 
wrecches.  Glosa.  Thit  it  to  aeyn^  that 
ye   that  hen  combred  and  deceived  with 


worldely  e^ff^eceiauns^  eometh  now  to   thi»  10 
eoverein  goody  that  it  god^  that  ia  refut  to 
hem  that  wolen  comen  to  him,    Textus. 
Alle  the  thinges  that  the  river  Tagos 
yeyeth  yow  with  his  goldene  gravailes,  or 
elles    alle   the  thinges  that    the   river  15 
Hermus  yeveth  with  his  rede  brinke,  or 
that  Indus  yeveth,  that  is  next  the  hote 
party  of  the  world,  that  medleth    the 
grene  stones  with  the  whyte,  ne  sholde 
nat  cleeren  the  lookinge  of  your  thought,  jt> 
but  hydon  rather  your  blinde  corages 
with-in  hir  dorknessa    Al  that  lyketh 
yow  heer,  and  excyteth  and  moeveth  your 
thoughtes,  the  erthe  hath  norisshed  it  in 
hise  lowe  caves.    But  the  shyninge,  by  ^5 
whiche    the    hevene    is    governed    and 
whennes   he   hath    his  strengthe,  that 
eschueth  the  derke  overthrowinge  of  the 
sowle ;  and  who-so  may  knowen  thilke 
light  of  blisftdnesse,  he  shal  wel  seyn,  p^* 
that  the  whyte  hemes  of  the  sonne  ne  ben 
nat  oleer.' 

Pkoss  XL    AasentioTy  inquam. 

Boeee.  '  I  assente  me,*  quod  I ;  *  for 
alle  thise  thinges  ben  strongly  bounden 
with  right  ferme  resouns.* 

Philosophie.  *  How  mochel  wilt  thou 
preysen  it,'  quod  she,  '  yif  that  thou  5 
knowe  what  thilke  good  is  ? '  *  I  wol 
preyse  it,'  quod  I,  'l>y  prys  with-outen 
ende,  yif  it  shal  bityde  me  to  knowe  also 
to-gider  god  that  is  good.' 

*  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  that  shal  I  do  thee  it» 
by  verray  resoun,  yif  that  tho  thinges 
that  I  have  concluded  a  lit«l  her-bifom 
dwellen    only  in    hir    first    graunting.* 

*  They  dwellen  graunted  to  thee,*  quod  I ; 
this  is  to  seyn,  as  who  aeith:  I  graunte  thy  15 
/oneide  coticltuioune, 

*  Have  I  nat  shewed  thee,'  quod  she, 
*that  the  thinges  that  ben  requered  of 
many  folkes  ne  ben  nat  verray  goodes  ne 
parfite,  for  they  l?en  dyverse  that  oon  fro  -nj 
that  othre ;  and  so  as  ech  of  hem  is  lak- 
kinge  to  other,  they  ne  han  no  power  to 
bringen  a  good  that  is  fhl  and  absolnt  ? 
But  thanne  at  erst  ben  they  verray  good, 
whanne  they  ben  gadered  to-gider  alle  xj 
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in-to  o  fonae  and  in-to  oon  wirkinge,  bo 
that  thiike  thing  that  is  snffisannce, 
thilke  same  be  power,  and  reverence,  and 
noblesse,  and  mirthe ;  and  forsothe,  bnt- 

50  jif  alls  thise  thinges  ben  alle  oon  same 
thing,  they  ne  ban  nat  wherby  that  they 
mowen  ben  put  in  the  nonmber  of  thinges 
that  oQghten  ben  requered  or  desired.* 
'  It  is  shewed,'  qnod  I ;  *  ne  her-of  may 

*5  ther  no  man  donten.' 

*  The  thinges  thanne,*  quod  she,  '  that 
ne  ben  no  goodes  whanne  they  ben  dy- 
▼eraei,  and  whan  they  beginnen  to  ben 
alio  oon  thing  thanne  ben  they  goodes, 

40  ne  comth  it  hem  nat  thanne  by  the 
getinge  of  onitee,  that  they  ben  maked 
goodes  ?  *     *  So  it  semeth,'  qnod  L 

*  Bat  al  thing  that  is  good,'  qnod  she, 
*  gnmntest  thou  that  it  be  good  by  the 

45  participaciotm  of  good,  or  no  ? '  *  I 
gzaonte  it,'  qnod  L 

^Thanne  most  then  graonteti,'  qnod 
she,  *■  by  semblable  resonn,  that  oon  and 
good  be  00  same  thing.     For  of  thinges, 

50  of  whiche  that  the  effect  nis  nat  natnrelly 
diTerse,  nedes  the  substance  mot  be  00 
same  ^ing.'  'I  ne  may  nat  denye 
that,'  qnod  I. 

'  Hast  thou  nat  knowen  wel,'  qnod  she, 

55  '  that  al  thing  that  is  hath  so  longe  his 
dwellinge  and  his  sabstannce  as  longe  as 
it  is  oon ;  bat  whan  it  forleteth  to  ben 
oon,  it  mot  nedes  dyen  and  oorampe  to- 
gider  ? '        *  In  which  manere  ? '  qnod  L 

t»»  *•  Hight  as  in  bestes,'  qaod  she,  '  whan 
the  sowle  and  the  body  ben  coigoigned 
in  oon  and  dwellen  to-gider,  it  is  deped 
a  beeat.  And  whan  hir  onitee  is  destroyed 
\ry  the  disseverannce  of  that  oon  from 

^  that  other,  than  aheweth  it  wel  that  it  is 
a  ded  thing,  and  that  it  nis  no  longer 
no  beest.  And  the  body  of  a  wight,  whyl 
it  dwelleth  in  00  forme  by  oonjonccioon 
of  membres,  it  is  wel  seyn  that  it  is 

;>>  a  fignre  of  man^kinde.  And  yif  the 
parties  of  the  body  ben  so  devyded  and 
dissevered,  that  oon  fro  that  other j  that 
ihey  destrpyen  onitee,  the  body  forleteth 
to  ben  that  it  was  bifom.     And,  who-so 

75  w<olde  renne  in  the  same  manere  by  alle 
thinges,  he  sholde  seen  that,  with-oote 

O 


doote,  every  thing  is  in  his  sobstaonce  as 
longe  as  it  is  oon  ;  and  whan  it  forleteth 
to  ben  oon,   it    dyeth    and  perissheth.' 
'  Whan    I    oonsidere,'    quod  I,   '  manye  80 
thinges,  I  see  non  other.' 

'Is  ther  any-thing  thanne,'  qood  slie, 
'  that,  in  as  moche  as  it  liveth  natnrelly, 
that  forleteth  the  talent  or  appetyt  of  his 
beinge,  and  desireth  to  come  to  deeth  and  85 
to   ooropcioon?'  *Yif  I  considere,' 

qood  I,  '  the  beestes  that  han  any  maner 
natore  of  wilninge  and  of  nillinge,  I  ne 
finde  no  beest,  but-yif  it  be  constreined 
fro  with-oote  forth,  that  forleteth  or  90 
despyseth  the  entencioon  to  liven  and 
to  doren,  or  that  wole,  his  thankes, 
hasten  him  to  dyen.  For  every  beest 
travaileth  him  to  deffende  and  kepe  the 
savacioon  of  his  lyf,  and  eschoeth  deeth  95 
and  destroocioon.  Bot  oertes,  I  doote 
me  of  herbes  and  of  trees,  tJtat  is  to  $eyn^ 
that  I  am  in  a  dotde  of  twiche  thinges  as 
herbes  or  trees^  that  ne  han  no  felinge 
Bowles,  ne  no  naturel  wirkinges  servings  to  100 
appetytes  as  hestes  han,  tohether  they  han 
appetyt  to  dweUen  and  to  dAvren.* 

*  Certes,'  qood  she,  ^  ne  t  her-of  thar 
thee  nat  doote.    Now  loke  opK>n  thise 
herbes  and  thise  trees ;  they  wexen  first  105 
in  swiche  places  as  ben  oovenable  to  hem, 
in  whiche  places  they  ne  mowen  nat  sone 
dyen  ne  dryen,  as  longe  as  hir  natore 
TDSiy  deffenden  hem.     For  som  of  hem 
waxen  in   feeldes,  and  som    in  moon-  110 
taignes,  and  othre  waxen  in  mareys,  and 
othre  eleven  on  roohes,  and  somme  waxen 
plentivoos  in  sondes ;  and  yif  that  any 
wight  enforce  him  to  beren  hem  in-to 
othre   places,    they  wexen    drye.      For  115 
natore  yeveth  to  every  thing  that  that 
is  convenient  to  him,  and  travaileth  that 
they  ne  dye  nat,  as  longe  as  they  han 
power  to  dwellen  and  to  liven.    What 
woltow  Beyn  of  this,  that  they  drawen  lao 
alle  hir  norisshinges  by  hir  rotes,  right 
as  they  hadden  hir  moothes  y-ploonged 
with-in  the  erthes,  and  sheden  by  hir 
maryes  hir  wode  and  hir  bark?    And 
what  woltow  seyn  of  this,  that  thilke  125 
thing  that  is  right  Bofbe,  as  the  marye  is, 
that  is  alwey  hid  in  the  sete,  al  with- 
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inne,  and  that  is  defended  fro  with-onte 
by  the  etedefastnesse  of  wode ;  and  that 

i.^o  the  nttereste  hark  is  put  ayeins  the  des- 
temperannce  of  the  hevene,  as  a  defendonr 
mighty  to  snffren  harm?  And  thns, 
oertes,  maystow  wel  seen  how  greet  is 
the  diligence  of  nature  ;  for  alle  thinges 

^m  renovelen  and  puplisshen  hem  with  seed 
y-mnltiplyed ;  ne  ther  nis  no  man  that  ne 
wot  wel  that  they  ne  hen  right  as 
a  foundement  and  edifice,  for  to  duren 
nat  only  for  a  tyme,  but  right  as  for 

140  to  duren  x>erdurably  by  generaoioun.  And 
the  thinges  eek  that  men  wenen  ne  haven 
none  sowles,  ne  desire  they  nat  ech  of 
hem  by  semblable  resoun  to  kepen  that 
is  hirs,  that  U  to  aeyn^  that  is  acordinge  to 

U5  Mr  nature  in  contervacioun  of  hir  beinge 
and  enduringe  9  For  wher-for  elles  bereth 
lightnesse  the  flaumbes  up,  and  the 
weighte  presseth  the  erthe  a-doun,  but 
for  as  moche  as  thilke  places  and  thilke 

150  moevinges  ben  oovenable  to  everich  of 
hem  ?  And  forsothe  every  thing  kepeth 
thilke  that  is  acordinge  and  propre  to 
him,  right  as  thinges  that  ben  contraries 
and  enemys  oorompen  hem.    And  yit  the 

155  harde  thinges,  as  stones,  olyven  and 
holden  hir  parties  to-gider  right  faste  and 
harde,  and  deffenden  hem  in  withstond- 
inge  that  they  ne  departe  nat  lightly 
a-twinne.      And   the  thinges  that   ben 

160  softe  and  fletinge,  as  is  water  and  eyr, 
they  departen  lightly,  and  yeven  place 
to  hem  that  breken  or  devyden  hem ; 
but  natheles,  they  retomen  sone  ayein 
in-to  the  same  thinges  fro  whennes  they 

165  ben  arraoed.  But  fyr  fleeth  and  reAiseth 
al  devisioun.  Ke  I  ne  trete  nat  heer 
now  of  wilful  moevinges  of  the  sowle 
that  is  knowinge,  but  of  the  naturel 
entenoioun  of  thinges,  as  thus  :  right  as 

170  we  Bwolwe  the  mete  that  we  receiven  and 
no  thinke  nat  on  it,  and  as  we  drawen 
our  breeth  in  slepinge  that  we  wite  it 
nat  whyle  we  slepen.  For  certes,  in  the 
beestes,  the  love  of  hir  livinges  ne  of  hir 

175  beinges  ne  comth  nat  of  the  wilninges 
of  the  sowle,  but  of  the  biginninges  of 
nature.  For  certes,  thorugh  constrein- 
inge  causes,  wil  desizeth  and  embraceth 


ful  ofbe    tyme   the   deeth    that    nature 
dredeth ;   that  U  to  $q/n  as  thua :  that  i&) 
a  man  may  ben   amatreyned  «o,  hy  90m 
cautCy  that  his  wU  dssireth  and  taketh  the 
deeth  which  that  nature  hateth  and  dred- 
eth Jul  sore.      And  somtyme  we    seeth 
the  contrarye,  as  thus :'  that  the  wil  of  185 
a  wight  destorbeth  and  oonstresnaeth  that 
that  nature  desireth  and  requereth  al- 
wey,  that  is  to  seyn^  the  werk  of  genera- 
cioun,  by  the  whidhe  generaoioun  only 
dwelleth  and  is  sustened  the  long  dura-  i:^<> 
bletee  of  mortal  thinges.    And  thus  this 
oharitee  and  this  love,  that  every  thing 
hath  to  him-self,  ne  comth  nat  of  the 
moevinge  of  the  sowle,  but  of  the  en- 
tencioun  of  nature.    For  the  purviaunce  195 
of  god  hath  yeven  to  thinges  that  ben 
creat  of  him  this,  that  is  a  ful  gret  cause 
to  liven  and  to  duren ;  for  which  they 
desiren  naturelly  hir  lyf  as  longe  as  ever 
they  m<^B^en.    For  which  thou  mayst  nat  3tx> 
drede,    by   no    manere,   that   alle    the 
thinges  that  ben  anywhere,  that  they  ne 
requeren  naturelly  the  ferme  stablenesse 
of  perdurable    dwellinge,  and    eek  the 
eschninge  of  destruccioun.'    ^Kow  con-  205 
fesse  I  wel,'  quod  I,  '  that  I  see  now  wel 
certeinly,  with-oute  doutes,  the  thinges 
that  whylom  semeden  uncertain  to  me.* 

.*But,'  quod  she,  Hhilke  thing  that 
desireth  to  be  and  to  dw^en  perdnrably,  2 1<> 
he  desireth  to  ben  oon  ;  for  yif  that  that 
oon  were  destroyed,  certes,  beinge    ne 
shulde  ther  non  dweUen  to  no  wight.* 

*  That  is  sooth,'  quod  L 

'Thanne,'     quod    she,    *  desiren    alle  915 
thinges  oon  V        *  I  assente,'  quod  I. 

*-  And  I  have  shewed,'  quod  she,  *  that 
thilke  same  oon  is  thilke  that  is  good?' 

*  Ye,  for  sothe,'  quod  I. 

*Alle  thinges  thanne,'  quod  she,  *re-  a»* 
quiren  good;  and  thilke  good  thanne 
mayst  thou  descryven  right  thus :  good 
is  thilke  thing  that  every  wight  desireth.' 
^Ther  ne  may  be  thought,'  quod  I,  ^no 
more  verray  thing.  For  either  alle  325 
thinges  ben  referred  and  brought  to 
nought,  and  floteren  with-oute  govemour, 
despoiled  of  oon  as  of  hir  propre  heved  ; 
or  elles,  yif  ther  be  any  thing  to  which 
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J3U  that  alle  thiiiges  tenden  and  hjen,  that 
thin^  znoBte  ben  the  soverein  good  of  alle 
goodes.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  thus :  *  O  my  noiy,' 
quod  she,  *  I  have  gret  gladneaae  of  thee ; 

.*!'  for  thou  hast  ficched  in  thyn  herte  the 
middel  soothfastnesse,  that  ia  to  aeyn^  the 
prikke;  but  this  thing  hath  hen  des- 
coverad  to  thee,  in  that  thou  seydest 
that  thon  wistest  nat  a  litel  her^bifom.' 

^o  *  What  was  that?'  quod  L 

^That  thon  ne  wistest  nat/  quod  she, 
*  which  was  the  ende  of  thinges;  and 
eertes,  that  is  the  thing  that  every  wight 
d/»ireth ;  and  for  as  mochel  as  we  han 

^5  gadered  and  comprehended  that  good  is 
thil^e  thing  that  is  desired  of  alle,  Uianne 
moten  we  nodes  oonfessen,  that  good  is 
the  fyn  of  alle  thinges. 

Mbtxx  XL    Quisquis  prc^funda  mmte 
uutigat  uerum, 

Who-so  that  seketh  sooth  hy  a  deep 
thc^ht,  and  coveiteth  nat  to  ben  deceived 
by  no  mis-weyes,  lat  him  rollen  and 
trenden  with-inne  him-self  the  light  of 

5  his  inward  sighte ;  and  lat  him  gadere 
ayein,  endyninge  in-to  a  compas,  the 
longe  moevinges  of  hit  thoughtesj  and 
lat  him  techen  his  corage  that  he  hath 
enclosed  and  hid  in  his  tresors,  al  that 

1*1  be  eompasseth  or  seketh  fro  with-onte. 
And  thanne  thilke  thinge,  that  the  blake 
cloade  of  erronr  whylom  hadde  y-covered, 
sbal  lighten  more  cleerly  thanne  Phebns 
lilm-self  ne  shyneth.        Glosa.    Who-dO 

15  voole  »eken  the  deep  grmmde  of  aooth  in  liis 
thought,  and  wol  nat  he  deceived  by  falae 
propomeUnms  that  goon  amis  fro  the  troutJie^ 
lat  him  tod  examine  €md  rolle  toithrinne 
hinudfthe  nature  and  the  propreteee  of  the 

»*  thing :  and  lai  him  yit  ^ftaonee  examine 
and  roUen  hie  ihoughtee  by  good  deHbera- 
dotal,  or  that  he  deme  ;  and  lot  hkm  techen 
hie  mtuie  thai  it  hath,  by  natural  principlee 
kmddiehe  y-hid   with^in  it-eelf,  aUe   the 

35  trotOhe  the  whiche  he  iTnagineth  to  ben  in 
thimffes  wIth-otUe.  And  thanne  alle  the 
derknuee  of  hie  miaknowinge  ehcd  eeme  more 
evidadly  to  eighte  of  ftis  underdondinge 

6 


thanne  the  mmne  ne  semeth  to  aighte  with- 
oute-forth.        For  oertes  the  body,  bring-  3" 
inge  the  weighte  of  foiyetinge,  ne  hath 
nat  chased  ont  of  your  thoughte  al  the 
deemesse  of  your  knowinge  ;  for  oerteinly 
the  seed  of  sooth  haldeth  and  clyveth 
with-in  your  corage,  and  it  is  awaked  35 
and  excyted  by  the  winde  and  by  the 
blastes  of  doctrine.    For  wherfor   elles 
demen  ye  of  your  owne  wil  the  rightes, 
whan  ye  ben  axed,  but-yif  so  were  that 
the  noriBshinge  of  reeoun  ne  livede  y-  4" 
plounged  in  the  depthe  of  your  herte  ? 
thie  is  to  eeyn,  how  eholden  men  demen  the 
aooth  of  any  thing  that  vxre  axed,  yif  ther 
nere  a  rote  <^f  aoothfaatneaae  that  vjere  y- 
plounged  and  hid  in  naturel  principles,  the  45 
whiche  aoothfaatneaae  lived  tcith-in  the  deep- 
neaae  of  the  thought.    And  yif  so  be  that 
the  Muse    and    the    doctrine    of   Plato 
singeth  sooth,  al  that  every  wight  lemeth, 
he  ne  doth   no-thing  elles  thanne  but  5P 
recordeth,  as  men  recorden  thinges  that 
ben  foiyeten.' 

Pbosb  xn.     Turn  ego^  Platoni,  inquam. 

Thanne  seide  I  thus  :  *  I  acorde  me 
gretly  to  Plato,  for  thou  remembrest 
and  recordest  me  thise  thinges  yit  the 
seoounde  tyme ;  that  ia  to  aayn,  first  whan 
I  loste  my  memorie  by  the  contagious  5 
conjunccioun  of  the  body  with  the  sowle ; 
and  efbsones  afterward,  whan  I  loste  it, 
confounded  by  the  charge  and  by  the 
bnrdene  of  my  sorwe.* 

And  thanne  seide  she  thus  :  'yif  thou  10 
loke,'  quod  she,  *  first  the  thinges  that 
thou  hast  graunted,  it  ne  shal  nat  ben 
right  fer  that  thou  ne  shalt  remembren 
thilke  thing  that  thou  seydest  that  thou 
nistest  nat.'        *  What  thing  ? '  quod  L      15 

*  By  whiche  govemement,'  quod  she, 
'that  this  world  is  governed.'  'Me 
remembreth  it  wel,'  quod  I ;  '  and  I  con- 
fesse  wel  that  I  ne  wiste  it  naught.  But 
al-be-it  so  that  I  see  now  from  a-fer  what  ao 
thou  purposest,  algates,  I  desire  yit  to 
herkene  it  of  thee  more  pleynly.' 

'Thou    ne    wendest    nat,'    quod    she, 
'a  litel   her-bifom,  that  men   sholden 
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'S  doute  th&t  this  world  nis  governed  by 
god.'  '  Certes,'  quod  I,  ^  ne  yit  ne  doute 
I  it  naught,  ne  I  nel  never  wene  that 
it  were  to  doute  ;  as  who  aeith^  hut  I  wot 
wel  that  god  govemeth  thia  world;   and 

30  I  shal  shortly  answeren  thee  by  what 
rcsouns  I  am  brought  to  this.  This 
world/  quod  I,  '  of  so  manye  dyverse  and 
contrarious  parties,  ne  mighte  never  han 
ben  assembled  in  o  forme,  but-yif  ther 

35  nere  oon  that  conjoignede  so  manye  dy- 
verse  thinges ;  and  the  same  dyversitee 
of  hir  natures,  that  so  discorden  that 
oon  fro  that  other,  moste  departen  and 
unjoignen   the   thinges    that   ben  oon- 

40  joigned,  yif  ther  ne  were  oon  that  oon- 
tenede  that  he  hath  conjoined  and  y- 
bounde.  Ke  the  certein  ordre  of  nature 
ne  sholde  nat  bringe  forth  so  ordenee 
moevinges,    by    places,    by    tymes,    by 

45  doinges,  by  spaces,  by  qnalitees,  yif  ther 
ne  were  oon  that  were  ay  stedefast 
dwellinge,  that  ordeynede  and  disponede 
thise  dyversitees  of  moevinges.  And 
thilke  thing,  what-so-ever  it  be,  by  which 

50  that  aUe  thinges  ben  y-maked  and  y-lad, 
I  depe  him  "  god  " ;  that  is  a  word  that 
is  used  to  alle  folk.' 

Thanne  seyde  she :    '  sin  thou  felest 
thus  thise  thinges,'  quod  she,  *I  trowe 

55  that  I  have  litel  more  to  done  that  thou, 
mighty  of  welef ulnesse,  hool  and  sounde, 
ne  see  efbsones  thy  contree.  But  lat  us 
loken  the  thinges  that  we  han  purposed 
her-biforn.    Have  I  nat  noumbred  and 

60  seyd,'  quod  she,  '  that  sufflsaunce  is  in 
blisfolnesse,  and  we  han  aoorded  that 
god  is  thilke  same  blisfnln esse  ?'  *  Yis, 
forsothe,'  quod  I. 

»And   that,  to    goveme    this   world,' 

65  quod  she,  '  ne  shal  he  never  han  nede 
of  non  help  fro  with-oute?  For  elles, 
yif  he  hadde  nede  of  any  help,  he  ne 
sholde  nat  have  no  ful  sufSsaunce?' 
^  Yis,  thus  it  mot  nedes  be,'  quod  L 

70  ^  Thanne  ordeineth  he  by  him-self  al- 
one alle  thinges?'  quod  she.  ^That 
may  nat  be  deneyed,'  quod  L 

^And  I  have  shewed  that  god  is  the 
same  good  ? '        *  It  remembreth  me  wel,' 

75  quod  I. 


*  Thanne  ordeineth  he  alle  thinges  by 
thilke  good,'  quod  she ;  *  sin  he,  which 
that  we  han  acorded  to  be  good,  govemeth 
alle  thinges  by  him-self;  and  he  is  as 
a  keye  and  a  stere  by  which  that  the  80 
edifice  of  this  world  is  y-kept  stable 
and  with-oute  coroumpinge.'  '  I  acorde 
me  greetly,'  quod  I ;  '  and  I  aperceivede 
a  litel  her-biforn  that  thou  woldest  seye 
thus  ;  al-be-it  so  that  it  were  by  a  thinne  Hji 
suspecioun.' 

*I  trowe  it  wel,'  quod  she;  'for,  as 
I  trowe,  thou  ledest  now  more  ententifly 
thyne  eyen  to  loken  the  verray  goodes. 
But  natheles  the  thing  that  I  shal  telle  90 
thee  yit  ne  sheweth  nat  lasse  to  loken.' 
'  What  is  that  ?'  quod  I. 

*So  as  men  trowen,'  quod  she,  *and 
that  xightftdly,  that  god  govemeth  alle 
thinges  by  the  keye  of  his  goodnesse,  95 
and  alle  thise  same  thinges,  as  I  have 
taught  thee,  hasten  hem  by  naturel  en- 
tencioun  to  comen  to  good :  ther  may  no 
man  douten  that  they  ne  be  governed 
voluntariely,  and  that  they  ne  converten  100 
hem  of  hir  owne  wil  to  the  wil  of  hir 
ordenour,  as  they  that  ben  acordinge  and 
enclyninge  to  hir  govemour  and  hir 
king.'  '  It  mot  nedes  be  so,'  quod  I ; 
'for  the  reaume  ne  sholde  nat  semen  ips 
blisful  yif  ther  were  a  yok  of  mis- 
drawinges  in  dyverse  parties;  ne  the 
savinge  of  obedient  thinges  ne  sholde  nat 
be.' 

'Thanne  is  ther  nothing,'  quod  she,  iiu 
*that  kepeth  his  nature,  that  enforceth 
him  to  goon  ay ein  god?'        *  No,' quod  L 

'  And  yif  that  any-thing  enforcede  him 
to  with-stonde  god,  mighte  it  availen  at 
the  laste  ayeins  him,  that  we  han  115 
graunted  to  ben  almighty  by  the  right 
of  blisfulnesse  ? '  '  Certes,'  quod  I, '  al- 
outrely  it  ne  mighte  nat  availen  him.' 

'Thanne  is  ther  no-thing,'  quod  she, 
'that  either  wole  or  may  with>stonden  iJu 
to  this  soverein  good  ?'        '  I  trowe  nat,' 
quod  I. 

'  Thanne  is  thilke  the  soverein  good,' 
quod  she,  'that  alle  thinges  govemeth 
strongly,  and   ordeyneth   hem    softely.'  1J5 
Thanne  seyde  I   thus :   '  I  delyte  me,' 
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qnod  I,  *  nat  only  in  the  endes  or  in  the 
6omme  of  the  Tesonns  that  thon  hast 
coneladed  and  proeved,  but  thiike  wordes 

ijD  that  thoa  nsest  delyten  me  moche  more  ; 
so,  at  the  histe,  fooles  that  samtyme 
renden  enrete  thinges  oughten  ben  a- 
flhamed  of  hem-self ;'  that  U  to  aeyn^  that 
tM  JboUt  that  reprehmd^n  uHkkedly  the 

135  tkingiB  that  touchen  goddea  fft^femaunce, 
«o0  oughten  ben  atkamed  of  our^aelf:  at 
7.  that  myds  that  god  r^^iselh  only  the 
foerket  of  mm,  amd  ne  entremeteth  nat  of 
heta, 

140  '  Thoa  hast  wel  herd,'  qnod  she,  *  the 
fables  of  the  poetes,  how  the  giannts 
assalleden  the  hevene  vaiih  the  goddee; 
bat  forsothe,  *the  debonair  force  q/  god 
deposede  hem,  as  it  was  worthy ;  thcU  is 

145  to  seyn,  deelroyede  the  giatmt$y  as  it  vxu 
worthy.  Bat  wilt  thoa  that  we  joignen 
to»^der  thiike  same  resoons?  For  per- 
aventare,  of  swioh  conjonoionn  may 
sterten  ap  som  f^  sparkle  of  sooth.' 

i5>  *  Do,'  quod  I,  *  as  thee  liste.' 

'  Wenest  thoa,'  qaod  she,  *  that  god  ne 
be  almighty?  No  man  is  in  donte  of  it.' 
'Certes,'  qaod  I,  *no  wight  ne  doateth 
it,  yif  he  be  in  his  minde.' 

155  *  Bat  he,  'qnod  she,  *■  that  is  almighty, 
ther  nis  nothing  t^at  he  ne  may?' 
'  That  is  sooth,'  qnod  L 

'  May  god  don  yvel  ?'  qaod  she.  *  Nay, 
fonothe,*  qaod  I. 

I'So  *Thanne  is  yvel  nothing,'  qaod  she, 
«gin  that  he  ne  may  nat  don  yvel  that 
may  don  alle  thinges.'  '  Scomest  thoa 
me?'  qaod  I;  *or  ellet  pleyut  tJiou  or 
deedvett  thou  me^  that  hast  so  woven  me 

165  with  thy  resoans  the  hons  of  Dedalas, 
so  entrelaoed  that  it  is  anable  to  be  an- 
laced ;  thoa  that  other-whyle  entrest 
ther  liioa  issest,  and  other-whyle  issest 
ther  thoa  entreat,  ne  foldest  thon  nat 

170  to-gider,  l)>yreplioacU)unofworde$^  amaner 
wonderftil  oercle  or  environinge  of  the 
stmplieitee  devyne?  For  certes,  a  litel 
her-bifom,  wlum  thoa  bigonne  at  blisfnl- 
nease,  thoa  seydest  that  it  is  soverein 

175  good ;  and  seydest  that  it  is  set  in  soverein 
god ;  and  seydest  that  god  hun-self  is 
soverein  good ;  and  that  god  is  the  folle 


blisftilnesse ;  for  which  thou  yave  me  as 
a  covenable  yift,  that  ia  to  aeyn^  that  no 
wight  nis  blisftil  bnt-yif  he  be  god  also  180 
ther-with.      And  seidest   eek,  that  the 
forme  of  good  is  the  substannoe  of  god 
and  of  blisfolnesse ;    and  seidest,  that 
thiike  same  oon  is  thiike   same  good, 
that  is  reqnered  and  desired  of  alle  the  185 
kinde  of  thinges.    And  thon  proevedest, 
in  dispntinge,  that  god  govemeth  all  the 
thinges  of  the  world  by  the  govemements 
of  boantee,  and  seydest,  that  alle  thinges 
wolen  obeyen  to  him ;  and  sey4e8t,  that  190 
the  nature  of  yvel  nis  no-thing.    And 
thise  thinges  ne  shewedest  thou  nat  with 
none  resoans  y-taken  fVo  with-oute,  but 
byproeves/fi  cerdesandhoomiioh  knowen ; 
the  whiohe  proeves  drawen  to  hem-self  i9.'« 
hir  feith  and  hir  acord,  everioh  of  hem 
of  other.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  thus :  *  I  ne  soome 
thee  nat,  ne  pleye,  ne  deceive  thee;  bat 
I  have  shewed  thee  the  thing  that  is  ^k> 
grettest  over  alle  thinges  by  the  yifb  of 
god,  that  we  whylom  preyeden.  For  this 
is  the  forme  of  the  devyne  substannce, 
that  is  swich  that  it  ne  slydeth  nat  in-to 
outterest  foreine  thinges,  ne  ne  receiveth  205 
no  straunge  thinges  in  him  ;  but  right 
as  Parmenides  seyde  in  Greek  of  thiike 
devyne  substaance ;  he  seyde  thus  :  that 
"thiike  devyne  snbstaunce  tometh  the 
world  and  the  moevable  cercle  of  thinges,  210 
whyl  thiike  devyne  snbstaunce  kepeth 
it-self  with-oute  moevinge ; "  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  it  ne  moeveth  never-mo,  and  yit  it 
moeveth  alle  othre  thinges.  But  natholes, 
yif  I  have  stired  resouns  that  ne  ben  nat  215 
taken  fro  with-oute  the  compas  of  thing 
of  which  we  treton,  but  resouns  that  ben 
bistowed  with-in  that  compas,  ther  nis 
nat  why  that  thou  sholdest  merveilen ; 
sin  thou  hast  lemed  by  the  sentence  of  720 
Plato,  that  "  nedes  the  wordes  moten  be 
cosines  to  the  thinges  of  which  they 
speken." 

Mktbk  Xn.    J'elto,  qui  potwit  boni, 

Blisftil  is  that  man  that  may  seen  the 
dere  welle  of  good;   blisftd  is  he  that 
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may  unbinden  him  fro  the  bondes  of  the 
hevy  erthe.  The  poete  of  Trace,  Orpheus^ 
5  that  whylom  hadde  right  greet  sorwe 
for  the  deeth  of  his  Tvyf,  after  that  he 
hadde  maked,  hy  his  weeply  songes,  the 
wodes,  xnoevable,  to  rennen ;  and  hadde 
maked  the  riverea  to  stouden  stille ;  and 

lo  hadde  maked  the  hertes  and  the  hindes 
to  joignen,  dredeles,  hir  sydes  to  cmel 
lyounSf  for  to  herknen  his  songe;  and 
hadde  maked  that  the  hare  was  nat  agast 
of  the  honnde,  whioh  that  was  plesed  by 

15  his  songe :  so,  whan  the  moste  ardannt 
love  of  his  wif  hrende  the  entrailes  of  his 
brest,  ne  the  songes  that  hadden  over- 
comen  alle  thingos  ne  mighten  nat  as- 
swagen    hir  lord   OrpTteus^  he  pleynede 

X)  him  of  the  hevene  goddes  that  weren 
cmel  to  him ;  he  wente  him  to  the  houses 
of  helle.  And  there  he  temprede  hise 
blaundisshinge  songes  by  resowninge 
strenges,  and  spak  and  song  in  wepinge 

25  al  that  ever  he  hadde  received  and  laved 
out  of  the  noble  welles  of  his  moder 
Calliope  the  goddesse ;  and  he  song  with 
as  mochel  as  he  mighte  of  wepinge,  and 
with  as  moche  as  love,  that  donblede  his 

jfo  sorwe,  mighte  yeve  him  and  techen  him  ; 
and  he  commoevede  the  helle,  and  re- 
querede  and  bisoughte  by  swete  preyere 
the  lordes  of  sowles  in  helle,  of  relesinge  ; 
that  is  to  seyn^  to  yilden  him  his  wyf. 

35  Cerberus^  the  porter  of  helle,  with  his 
three  hevedes,  was  caught  and  al  abayst 
for  the  newe  song ;  and  the  three  god- 
desses, Furies^  and  vengeresses  of  felonyes, 
that  tormenten  and  agasten  the  sowles 

40  by  anqy,  wozen  sorwftd  and  sory,  amd 


wepen  teres  for  pitee.  Tho  ne  was  nat 
the  heved  of  Ixion  y-tormented  by  the 
overtbrowinge  wheel ;  and  Tantalus,  that 
was  destroyed  by  the  woodnesse  of  longe 
thurst,  despyseth  the  flodes  to  drinke ;  45 
the  fowl  that  highte  voltor,  that  et«th 
the  stomak  or  the  giser  of  Tityus,  is  so 
fUlflld  of  his  song  that  it  nil  eten  ne 
tyren  no  more.  At  the  laste  the  lord 
and  juge  of  sowles  was  moeved  to  miseri-  5) 
cordes  and  cryde,  "we  ben  overcomen," 
quod  he ;  "  yive  we  to  Orpheus  his  wyf 
to  here  him  oomiMmye ;  he  hath  wel  y- 
bought  hir  by  his  song  and  his  ditee ; 
but  we  wol  putte  a  lawe  in  this,  and  55 
covenaunt  in  the  yifte :  that  is  to  sejfn^ 
that,  til  he  be  out  of  hella,  yif  he  lokc 
behinde  him,  that  his  wyf  shal  comen 
ayein  unto  us."  But  what  is  he  that 
may  yive  a  lawe  to  loveres?  Love  is  60 
a  gretter  lawe  and  a  stronger  to  him-self 
than  any  lawe  that  men  may  yeven.  Alias  ! 
whan  Orpheus  and  his  wyf  weren  almost 
at  the  termes  of  the  night,  that  is  to  seyn^ 
at  the  laste  boundes  of  hslle^  Orpheus  65 
lokede  abakward  on  Eurydice  his  wyi\ 
and  loste  hir,  and  was  deed. 

This  fable  aperteineth  to  yow  alle,  who-  • 
so-ever  desireth  or  seketh   to  lede  his 
thought  in-to  the  soverein  day,  that  is  to  ;t) 
seyn,  to  cleemesse  of  soverein  good.    For 
who-so  that  ever  be  so  ovorcomen  that 
he  ficohe  his  eyen  into  the  putte  of  helle, 
th€tt  is  to  seyn^  toho-^o  setts  his  thougJUes  in 
erthely  thinges,    al   that    ever   he   hath  75 
drawen  of  the  noble  good  celestial,  he 
leseth  it  whan  he  loketh  the  helles,'  that 
is  to  seyn^  in-to  lowe  thinges  of  the  erthe 
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Probs  L   Hee  cum  PTUloeophia,  dignitate 
uultus. 

Whax  Fhilosophye  hadde  songensoftely 
and  delitably  the  forseide  thinges,  kepinge 
the  dignitee  of  hir  chere  and  the  weigh te 
of  hir  wordes,  I  thanne,  that  ne  hadde 


nat  al-outerly  foryeten  the  wepinge  and  5 
the  mouminge  that  was  set  in  myn 
herte,  forbrak  the  entenoioun  of  hir  that 
entendede  yit  to  seyn  some  othre  thinges. 
'  O,'  quod  I,  *  thou  that  art  gyderesse  of 
verrey  light ;  the  thinges  that  thou  hast  10 
seid  me  hider-to  ben  so  elere  to  me  and 
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SO  shewinge  by  the  devyne  lookinge  of 
hem,  and  by  thy  resoojas,  that  they  ne 
mofwen    ben    overcomen.      And    thilke 

15  thinges  that  thon  toldest  me,  al-be-it  so 
that  I  hadde  whylom  foxyeten  henif  for 
the  sorwe  of  the  ^wrong  tliat  hath  ben 
don  to  me,  yit  nathelea  they  ne  weren 
nat  al-ontrely  nnknowen  to  me.    But  this 

30  iame  is,  namely,  a  right  greet  cause  of 
my  sorwe,  so  as  the  govemonr  of  thinges 
is  good,  yif  that  yveles  mowen  ben  by 
any  weyes  ;  or  ellee  yif  that  yveles  passen 
with-ooteponisshinge.   The  whiche  thing 

35  only,  how  worthy  it  is  to  ben  wondred 
upon,  thon  oonsiderest  it  wel  thy-self 
certeinly.  Bnt  yit  to  this  thing  ther  is 
yit  another  thing  y-joigned,  more  to  ben 
wondred  np-on.  For  feionya  is  emperesse, 

30  and  flooreth  fid  of  richetaea ;  and  verta 
nis  nat  al-only  with-onte  modes,  bnt  it 
is  cast  nnder  and  fortroden  nnder  the 
feet  of  felonoQS  folk ;  and  it  abyeth  the 
torments  in  stede  of  wikkede  felonnes. 

15  Of  alle  whiche  thinges  ther  nis  no  wight 
that  may  merv^len  y-nongh,  ne  oom- 
pleine,  that  swiche  thinges  ben  doon  in 
the  regno  of  god,  that  alle  thinges  woot 
and  alle  thinges  may,  and  ne  wole  nat 

40  bat  only  gode  thinges.' 

Thanne  sejrde  she  thns  :  *  Certcs,'  qnod 
■he,  *  that  were  a  greet  merveyle,  and  an 
enbasshinge  with-oaten  ende,  and  wel 
more  horrible  than  alle  monstres,  yif  it 

^5  were  as  thou  wenest;  th<U  ia  to  aeyn^  that 
in  the  right  ordenee  hous  of  so  mochel 
a  iader  and  an  ordenour  of  meynee,  that 
the  vesseles  that  ben  foule  and  yyle 
fiholden  ben  honoured  and  heried,  and 

5>the  precioos  vesseles  sholden  ben  de- 
fooled  and  vyle ;  but  it  nis  nat  so.  For 
yif  tho  thinges  that  I  have  concluded 
a  Utel  her-bifom  ben  kept  hole  and  un- 
raced,    thou   shalt  wel   knowe    by  the 

55  autoritee  of  god,  of  the  whos  regno 
I  speke,  that  certes  the  gode  folk  ben 
alwey  mighty,  and  shrewes  ben  alwey 
out-cast  and  feble ;  ne  the  vyces  ne  ben 
never-mo  witii-oute  peyne,  ne  the  vertues 

60  ne  ben  nat  with-oute  mede;  and  that 
blisftilnesses  oomen  alw^  to  goode  folk, 
and  infortnne  oomth  alwey  ,to  wikked 


folk.  And  thou  shalt  wel  knowe  many 
thinges  of  this  kinde,  that  shollen  oesen 
thy  pleintes,  and  strengthen  thee  with  65 
stedefast  sadnesse.  And  for  thou  hast 
sejm  the  forme  of  the  verray  blisfulnesse 
by  me,  that  have  whylom  shewed  it  thee, 
and  thou  hast  knowen  in  whom  blisful- 
nesse is  y-set,  alle  thinges  y-treted  that  7<^ 
I  trowe  ben  necessarie  to  putten  forth, 
I  shal  shewe  thee  the  wey  that  shal 
bringen  thee  ayein  un-to  thyn  hous. 
And  I  shal  ficchen  fetheresin  thy  thought, 
by  whiche  it  may  arysen  in  heigh te,  so  7$ 
that,  alle  tribulacioun  y-don  awey,  thou, 
by  my  gydinge  and  by  my  path  and  by 
my  sledes,  shalt  mowe  retome  hool  and 
sound  in-to  thy  contree. 

Mbtrb  L    Sunt  etenim  permae  uolucrea 
miki. 

I  have,  forsothe,  swifte  fetheres  that 
Burmounten  the  heigh  te  of  hovene.  Whan 
the  swifte  thought  hath  clothed  it-self  in 
tho  fetheres,  it  despyseth  the  hateful 
erthes,  and  sormounteth  the  roundnesse  5 
of  the  grete  ayr  ;  and  it  seeth  the  cloudes 
behinde  his  bak ;  and  passeth  the  heighte 
of  the  region  of  the  fyr,  that  eschaufeth 
by  the  swifte  moevinge  of  the  firmament, 
til  that  he  areyseth  him  in-to  the  houses  10 
that  beren  the  sterros,  and  joyneth  his 
weyes  with  the  sonne  Phebus,  and  felaw- 
shipeth  the  wey  of  the  olde  colde  Satulr- 
nus ;  and  he  y-maked  a  knight  of  the 
clere  sterre ;  that  U  to  teyn^  thai  the  15 
thought  ia  maked  goddea  knigJU  by  the 
aekinge  of  troutha  to  wmen  to  iha  verray 
knowUche  of  god.  And  thilke  thoght 
renneth  by  the  oerole  of  the  sterres,  in 
alle  places  ther-as  the  shyninge  night  is  20 
pointed  ,■  that  ia  to  aeyn,  the  night  tJtat  ia 
doudelea;  for  on  nightea  tltat  hen  cloudelea 
it  aemeth  aa  the  Jievena  were  painted  frith 
dyveraa  imagea  of  aterrea.  And  whanne 
he  hath  y-doon  ther  y-nough,  he  shal  25 
forleten  the  laste  hevene,  and  he  shal 
pressen  and  wenden  on  the  bak  of  the 
swifte  firmament,  and  he  shal  ben  maked 
parflt  of  the  worshipful  .light  of  god. 
Ther  halt  the  lord  of  kinges  the  ceptre  y> 
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of  his  might,  and  atempreth  the  goveme- 
ments  of  the  world,  and  the  shyninge 
jnge  of  thinges,  stable  in  him-self,  gover- 
neth  the  swifbe  cart  or  wayn,  that  it  to 

35  teyn,  ths  drculer  moevingB  of  the  tonns. 
And  yif  thy  wey  ledeth  thee  ayein  so 
that  thon  be  bronght  thider,  thonne 
wolt  thon  seye  now  that  that  is  the 
contree  that  thon  requerest,   of  which 

40  thon  ne  haddest  no  minde  :  "  bnt  now  it 
remembreth  me  wel,  heer  was  I  bom, 
heer  wol  I  fastne  my  degree,  heer  wole 
I  dwelle.**  Bnt  yif  thee  lyketh  thanne 
to  loken  on  the  derknesse  of  the  erthe 

45  that  thou  hast  forleten,  thanne  shalt 
thon  seen  that  thise  felonoos  tyrannts, 
that  the  wrecchede  peple  dredeth,  now 
shoUen  ben  espied  fro  thilke  fayre  con- 
tree.' 

Pkosk  IL     Turn  ego,  PapoA,  inguam. 

Than  seyde  I  thns : '  owh  !  I  wondre  me 
that  thou  bihetest  me  so  grete  thinges ; 
ne  I  ne  donte  nat  that  thon  ne  mayst 
wel  performe  that  thon  bihetest.  Bnt 
5  I  preye  thee  only  this,  that  thon  ne 
taxye  nat  to  telle  me  thilke  thinges  that 
thon  hast  moeved.* 

*  First,'   qnod  she,   *thoa  most  nodes 
knowen,    that    goode    folk    ben    alwey 

10  stronge  and  mighty,  and  the  shrewes 
ben  feble  and  desert  and  naked  of  alle 
strengthes.  And  of  thise  thinges,  oertes, 
ererich  of  hem  is  declared  and  shewed 
by  other.     For  so  as  good  and  yvel  ben 

15  two  contraries,  yif  so  be  that  good  be 
stedefast,  than  sheweth  the  feblesse  of 
yvel  al  openly;  and  yif  thon  knowe 
deerly  the  frelenesse  of  jrvel,  the  stede- 
fastnesse  of  good  is  knowen.     Bnt  for  as 

ao  moche  as  the  fey  of  my  sentence  shal 
be  the  more  ferme  and  habonndannt, 
I  will  gon  by  that  00  wey  and  by  that 
other ;  and  I  wole  oonferme  the  thinges 
that  ben  purposed,  now  on  this  syde  and 

2$  now  on  that  syde.  Two  thinges  ther  ben 
in  whiche  the  effect  of  alle  the  dedes  of 
mankinde  standeth,  that  is  to  soyn,  wil 
and  power ;  and  yif  that  oon  of  thise  two 
fayleth,  ther  nis  nothing  that  may  be 


don.  For  yif  that  wil  lakketh,  ther  nis  30 
no  wight  that  nndertaketh  to  don  that 
he  wol  nat  don  ;  and  3rif  power  fsyleth, 
the  wil  nis  bnt  in  ydel  and  stant  for 
nanght.  And  ther-of  oometh  it,  that  3rif 
thon  see  a  wight  that  wolde  geten  that  35 
he  may  nat  geten,  thou  mayst  nat  donten 
that  power  ne  fayleth  him  to  haven  that 
he  wolde.'  'This  is  open  and  cleer,' 
quod  I ;  *  ne  it  may  nat  ben  deneyed  in 
no  manere.'  40 

*  And  yif  thon  see  a  wight,'  qnod  she, 
*that  hath  doon  that  he  wolde  doon, 
thon  nllt  nat  donten  that  he  ne  hath 
had  power  to  don  it  ? '        '  Ko,'  qnod  I. 

'  And  in  that  that  every  wight  may,  45 
in  that  men  may  holden  him  mighty ; 
aa  who  ieyih,  in  so  inochs  <u  man  is  mighty 
to  don  a  thing,  in  so  moehd  men  haU  him 
mighty ;  and  in  that  that  he  ne  may,  in 
that  men  demen  him  to  be  feble.'  *  I  5^) 
oonfesse  it  wel,'  qnod  I. 

'Bemembreth  thee,'  qnod  she,  'that 
I  have  gadered  and  shewed  by  foneyde 
resonns  that  al  the  entenoioun  of  the  wil 
of  mankinde,  which  that  is  lad  I7  dyverse  55 
studies,  hasteth  to  oomen  to  blisfolnesse  ? ' 
'  It  remembreth  me  wel,'  qnod  X,  '  that  it 
hath  ben  shewed.' 

*  And  recordeth  thee  nat  thanne,'  qnod 
she,  '  that  blisfnlnesse  is  thilke  same  good  60 
that  men  reqneren ;  so  that,  whan  that 
blisfUnesse  is  reqnered  of  alle,  that  good 
also  is  reqnered  and  desired  of  alle?* 

*  It  ne  recordeth  me  nat,'  qnod  I ;  'for 
I  have  it  gretly  alwey  ficched  in   my  65 
memorie.* 

'Alle  folk  thanne,'  qnod  she,  'goode 
and  eek  badde,  enforcen  hem  with-onte 
difference  of  entenoioun  to  oomen  to 
good  P '  '  This    is    a    vernty   oonse-  70 

qnence,'  qnod  I. 

'  And  certein  is,'  quod  she, '  that  by  the 
getinge  of  good  ben  men  y-maked  goode?' 
'  This  is  certein,'  quod  I. 

'  Theuine  geten  goode  men  that  they  75 
desiren ? '        'So semeth  it,'  quod  I. 

'  But  wikkede  folk,'  quod  she,  '  yif  they 
geten  the  good  that  they  desiren,  they  ne 
mowe  nat  be  wikkede?'  'So  is  it,* 
quod  I.  80 
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^Thanne,  so  as  that  oon  and  that 
other,'  qaod  she,  *  desiren  good  ;  and  the 
goode  folk  geten  good,  and  nat  tiie  wiXke 
folk;  thanne  nis  it  no  donte  that  the 

ft  9oode  folk  ne  ben  mighty  and  the  wik- 
kede  folk  ben  feble?'  'Who-so  that 
orer/  quod  I,  *douteth  of  this,  he  ne 
may  nat  considere  the  nature  of  thingee 
ne  the  consequence  of  resonns.' 

?>  And  orer  this  qnod  she,  *  Yif  that  ther 
be  two  thingee  that  han  00  same  purpose 
by  kinde,  and  that  oon  of  hem  pnrsueth 
and  parformeth  thilke  same  thing  by 
naturel  office,  and  that  other  ne  may  nat 

(i5  doon  thilke  naturel  office,  but  folweth,  by 
other  xnanere  thanne  is  convenable  to 
nature,  him  that  acompliasheth  his  pur- 
pes  kindely,  and  yit  he  ne  acomplissheth 
nat  his  owne  purpos:  whether  of  thise 

tio  two  demestow  for  more  mighty  ?  *      *  Yif 

that  I  conjeote,'  quod  I,  *  that  thou  wolt 

Miye,   algates  yit  I  desire  to  herkne  it 

more  pleynly  of  thee.' 

*Thon  wilt  nat  thanne  deneye,'  quod 

iLif;  she,  *  that  the  moerement  of  goinge  nis  in 

men  by  kinde  ? '       *  No,  forsothe,'  quod  I. 

^Ne  thoa  ne  dontest  nat,'  quod  she, 

'■  that  thilke  naturel  office  of  goinge  ne 

be  the  office  of  feet  ? '        '  I  ne  doute  it 

iro  nai,'  quod  L 

*  Thanne,'  quod  she,  *yif  that  a  wight 
be  mighty  to  moeve  and  goth  upon  his 
feet,  and  another,  to  whom  thilke  naturel 
office  of  feet  lakketh,  enforoeth  him  to 

1 1?  gon  erepinge  up-on  his  handes  :  whiohe 
of  thise  two  oughte  to  ben  holden  the 
more  mighty  by  right  ? '  •  *  Knit  forth 
the  remenaunt,'  qnod  I ;  *  for  no  wight  ne 
donteth  that  he  that  may  gon  by  naturel 

i::o  office  of  feet  ne  be  more  mighty  than  he 
that  ne  may  nat.' 

^Bnt  the    soverein    good,'  quod   she, 

*  that  is  eveneliche  purposed  to  the  gode 
folk  and  to  badde,  the  gode  folk  seken  it 

i»  by  naturel  office  of  vertues,  and  the 
shrswes  enforcen  hem  to  geten  it  by 
dyrerse  ooveityse  oferthely  thingea^  which 
that  nis  no  naturel  office  to  geten  thilke 
same  soverein  good.    Trowestow  that  it 

1.10  be  any  other  wyse  ? '         *  Nay,'  quod  I ; 

*  for  the  consequence  is  open  and  shew- 


Inge  of  thinges  that  I  have  graunted ; 
that  nedes  gode  folk  moten  ben  mighty, 
and  shrewes  feeble  and  unmighty.' 

*  Thou  rennest  a-right  bifom  me,'  quod  135 
she,  '  and  this  is  the  jugement ;  that  is  to 
aeyn,  I  juge  of  th^e  right  as  thise  leches 
ben  wont  to  hopen  of  ayke  folJc^  whan 
they  aperceyven  that  nature  is  redressed 
and  withstondeth  to  the  maladye.     But,  140 
for  I  see  thee  now  al  redy  to  the  under- 
stondinge,  I  shal  shewe  thee  more  thikke 
and  continuel  resouns.   For  loke  now  how 
greetly   sheweth    the    feblesse    and    in- 
iirmitee  of  wikkede  folk,  that  ne  mowen  145 
nat  oomen  to  that  hir  naturel  ontencioun 
ledeth  hem,  and  yit  almost  thilke  naturel 
entencioun  oonstreineth  hem.    And  what 
toere  to  demen  thanne  of  shrewes^  yif  thilke 
naturel  help  hadde  forleten    hem,   the  150 
which  naturel   help  of  intencioun  goth 
awey  bifom  hem,  and  is  so  greet  that 
unnethe  it  may  ben  overcome  ?   Consider 
thanne  how  greet  deihute  of  power  and 
how  greet  feblesse  ther  is  in  wikkede  155 
felonousfolk ;  aa  who  aeyth^  the  gretter  thing 
that  is  eoveited  and  the  desire  nat  acom- 
plisshedf   of  the    latse  might   is   Tie  that 
coveitsth  it  and  may  nat  acomplisshe    And 
forthy  Philoaophie  seyth  thus  by  soverein  ido 
good :  Ne  shrewes  ne  requeren  nat  lighte 
modes  ne  vejme  games,  whiche  they  ne 
may  folwen  ne  holden  ;  but  they  fallen  of 
thilke   Bomme    and   of   the    heighte  of  ^ 
thinges,  that  is  to  seyn,  soverein  good  ;  ne  165 
thise  wreoches  ne  comen  nat  to  the  effect 
of  soverein  goody  the  which  they  enforcen 
hem  only  to  geten,  by  nightes  and  by 
dayes ;  in  the  getinge  of  which  good  the 
strengthe  of  good  folk  is  ftil  wel  y-sene.  170 
For  right  so  as  thou  mightest  demen  him 
mighty  of  goinge,  that  gooth  on  his  feet 
til  he  mighte  come  to  thilke  place,  fro  the 
whiche  place  ther  ne  laye  no  wey  forther 
to  ben  gon ;  right  so  most  thou  nedos  175 
demen  him  for  right  mighty,  that  geteth 
and  ateyneth  to  the  ende  of  alle  thinges 
that  ben  to  desire,  biyonde  the  whiche  ende 
ther  nis  nothing  to  desire.     Of  the  which 
potoer  of  good  folk  men  may  conclude,  that  i8<) 
the  wikked  men  semen  to  be  bareine  and 
naked  of  alle  strengthe.     For-why  for- 
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leten  they  vertnes  and  folwen  vyces? 
Nis  it  nat  for  that  they  ne  knowen  nat 

185  the  goodes  ?  But  what  thing  is  more  feble 
and  more  coitif  thanne  is  the  blindniDSse 
of  ignorannce  ?  Or  elles  they  knowen  fnl 
wel  whiche  thinges  that  they  onghten 
folwe,  bnt  lecherye  and  ooveityse  over- 

190  throweth  hem  mistomed ;  and  oertes,  so 
doth  distemperaunce  to  feble  men,  that 
ne  mowen  nat  wrastlen  ayeins  the  vyces. 
Ne  knowen  they  nat  thanne  wel  that  they 
forleten  the  good  wilfully,  and  tomon 

195  hem  wilfully  to  vyces  ?  And  in  this  wyse 
they  ne  forleten  nat  only  to  ben  mighty, 
but  they  forleten  al-outrely  in  any  wyse 
for  to  ben.  For  they  that  forleten  the 
comune  fyn  of  aUe  thinges  that  ben,  they 

20i)  forleten  also  therwith-al  for  to  ben.  And 
per-aventure  it  sholde  semen  to  som  folk 
that  this  were  a  merveile  to  seyen  :  that 
shrewes,  whiche  that  oontienen  the  more 
partye  of  men,  ne  ben  nat  no  han  no 

2(>5  boingo ;  but  natheles,  it  is  so,  and  thus 
stant  this  thing.  For  they  that  ben 
shrewes,  I  deneye  nat  that  they  ben 
shrewes ;  but  I  deneye,  and  seye  simplely 
and  pleinly,  that  they  ne  ben  nat,  no  han 

3  It)  no  beinge.  For  right  as  thou  mightest 
seyen  of  the  carayne  of  a  man,  that  it 
were  a  deed  man,  but  thou  ne  mightest 
nat  simplely  callen  it  a  man ;  so  graunte 
I  wel  forsothe,  that  vicious  folk  ben  wik- 

215  ked,  but  I  ne  may  nat  graunten  absolutly 
and  simplely  that  they  ben.  For  thilke 
thing  that  with-holdeth  ordre  and  kepeth 
nature,  thilke  thing  is  and  hath  beinge  ; 
but  what  thing  that  faileth  of  that,  that 

320  ia  to  seyriy  that  he  forleteth  naturel  ordre, 
he  forleteth  thilke  thing  that  is  set  in  his 
nature.  But  thou  wolt  seyn,  that  shrewes 
mowen.  Certes,  that  ne  deneye  I  nat; 
but  certes,  hir  power  ne  desoendeth  nat 

22$  of  strengthe,  but  of  foblesse.  For  they 
mowen  don  wikkednesses ;  the  whiche 
they  no  mighte  nat  don,  yif  they  mighten 
dwellen  in  the  forme  and  in  the  doinge  of 
good  folk.    And  thilke  power  sheweth  ful 

230  evidently  that  they  ne  mowen  right 
naught.  For  so  as  I  have  gadered  and 
proeved  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  yvel  is 
naught ;  and  so  as  shrewes  mowen  only 


but  shrewednesses,  this  conduidoun  is 
al  cleer,  that  shrewes  ne  mowen  right  355 
naught,  ne  han  no  power.  And  for  as 
moohe  as  thou  understonde  which  is  the 
strengthe  of  this  power  of  shrewes,  I  have 
definisshed  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  nothing 
is  so  mighty  as  soverein  good.'  *That  340 
is  sooth,*  quod  I. 

'And  thilke  same  soverein  good  may 
don  non  yvel  ? '        *  Certes,  no,'  quod  L 

'  Is  ther  any  wight  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'  that  weneth  that  men  mowen  doon  alle  •'45 
thinges  ? '        *  No  man,'  quod  I,  *  but-yif 
he  be  out  of  his  witte.' 

*■  But,  certes,  shrewes  mowen  don  yvel,' 
quod  she.  *Ye,  wolde  god,'  quod  I, 
'  that  they  mighten  don  non  !'  350 

'  Thanne,'  quod  she,  '  so  as  he  that  is 
mighty  to  doon  only  but  goode  thinges 
may  don  alle  thinges ;  and  th^  that  ben 
mighty  to  don  yvele  thinges  ne  mowen 
nat  alle  thinges :  thanne  is  it  open  thing  a^s 
and  manifest,  that  they  that  mowen  don 
yvel  ben  of  lasse  power.  And  yit,  to  proere 
this  concItMtotin,  ther  helpeth  me  this,  that 
I  have  y-shewed  her-bifom,  that  alle 
X)ower  is  to  be  nonmbred  among  thinges  2Uy 
that  men  oughten  requero.  And  I  have 
shewed  that  alle  thinges,  that  onghten 
ben  desired,  ben  referred  to  good,  right  as 
to  a  maner  heigh  te  of  hir  nature.  But  for 
to  mowen  don  yvel  and  felonye  ne  may  ad^ 
nat  ben  referred  to  good.  Thanne  nis  nat 
yvel  of  the  noumbir  of  thinges  that 
oughte  ben  desired.  But  alle  power 
oughte  ben  desired  and  requered.  Than 
is  it  open  and  cleer  that  the  power  ne  the  jjm 
mowinge  of  shrewes  nis  no  i>ower ;  and  of 
alle  thise  thinges  it  sheweth  wel,  that  the 
goode  folke  ben  certeinly  mighty,  and  the 
shrewes  douteles  ben  unmighty.  And  it 
is  cleer  and  open  that  thilke  opinioun  of  375 
Plato  is  vem^  and  sooth,  that  seith,  that 
only  wyse  men  may  doon  that  they 
dosiren ;  and  shrewes  mowen  haonten 
that  hem  lyketh,  but  that  they  desiren, 
that  U  to  aeyn,  to  comen  to  aovereign  goody  ii^^> 
they  ne  han  no  power  to  acomplisfihen 
that.  For  shrewes  don  that  hem  list, 
whan,  by  tho  thinges  in  which  they 
delyten,  they  wenen  to  ateine  to  thilke 
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;85  good  that  they  desiren  ;  bat  they  ne  geten 
na  ateinen  nat  ther-to^  for  vyoes  ne  oomen 
xiai  to  bllsftilnesBe. 

HsTBX  IL    Quo8  Hides  aedere  eelsoa, 

Who-flo  that  the  oovertonreB  of  hir 
Teyne  aparailes  mighte  Btrepen  of  thise 
proade  hinges,  that  thou  seest  sitten  on 
heigh  in  hir  chaires  glitoringe  in  shyninge 
5  pnrpre,  envirouned  with  sorwfal  armures, 
manasin^  -with  crael  month,  blowinge 
by  -woodnesse  of  herte,  he  shnlde  seen 
thanne  that  thilke  lordes  beren  vrith-inne 
hir    corages   fnl    streite    cheines.      For 

10  lecheiye  tormenteth  hem  in  that  oon 
ipydo  with  gredy  venims ;  and  tronblable 
ire,  that  araiseth  in  him  the  flodes  of 
trowMinffea,  tormenteth  np-on  that  other 
syde  hir  thought ;  or  sorwe  halt  hem  wery 

15  and  y-canght ;  or  slydinge  and  deceivinge 
hope  tormenteth  hem.  And  therfore,  sen 
thbn  seest  oon  heed,  that  ia  to  aeyn^  oon 
tffratmt,  beren  so  manye  tyrannyes, 
thanne  ne  doth  thilke  tyraunt  nat  that 

30  he  desireth,  sin  he  is  cast  doun  with  so 
manye  wikkede  lordes;  that  is  to  teyn, 
tcith  so  manye  vyces^  that  hanso  wikkedly 
lordshipes  over  him. 

Pbosb  in.     Videsne  igiiur  quanto  in 
coeno. 

Seestow  nat  thanne  in  how  grete  fllthe 
thioe  shrewes  ben  y-wrapped,  and  with 
which  deemesse  thise  good  folk  shynen  ? 
In  this  sheweth  it  wel,  that  to  goode  folk 
5  ne  lakketh  never-mo  hir  modes,  ne 
shrerwes  lakken  never-mo  torments.  For 
of  alle  thinges  that  ben  y-doon,  thilke 
thing,  for  which  any-thing  is  don,  it 
aemeth  as  by  right  that  thilke  thing  be 

10  Uie  mede  of  that ;  as  thus  :  yif  a  man 
venneth  in  the  stadie,  or  in  the  Jbrlong^ 
for  the  oorone,  thanne  lyth  the  mede  in 
the  oorone  for  which  he  renneth.  And 
I  have  shewed  that  blisfdlnesse  is  thilke 

15  same  good  for  which  that  alle  thinges 
ben  doon.  Thanne  is  thilke  same  good 
purposed  to  the  workes  of  mankinde 
right  as  a  comnne  mede ;  which  mede  ne 
may  ben  dissevered  firogood  folk.  For  no 


wight  as  by  right,  fro  thennes-forth  that  20 
him    lakketh   goodnesse,    ne    shal   ben 
doped  good.    For  which  thing,  folk  of 
gOQflemaneres,  hir  medes  ne  forsaken  hem 
never-mo.    For  al-be-it  so  that  shrewes 
wezen  as  wode  as  hem  list  ayeins  goode  25 
jTolkj  yit  never-the-lesse  the  corone    of 
wyse  men  shal  nat  fallen  ne  fadon.     For 
foreine  shrewednesse  ne  binimeth  nat  fro 
the  corages  of  goode    folk    hir  propre 
honour.     But  yif  that  any  wight  rejoyse  3<> 
him  of  goodnesse  that  he  hadde  take  fro 
with-oute  {as  who  seith,  yif  that  airy  xcight 
hadde  his  goodnesse  of  any  other  man  than 
of  him-self)y  certes,  he  that  yaf  him  thilke 
goodnesse,    or   elles    som    other   wight,  35 
mighte  binime  it  him.    But  for  as  moche 
as  to  every  wight  his  owne  propre  bountea 
yeveth  him  his  mede,  thanne  at  erst  shal 
he  fallen  of  mede  whan  he  forleteth  to 
ben  good    And  at  the  laste,  so  as  alle  40 
medes  ben  requered  for  men  wonen  that 
they  ben  goode,  who  is  he  that  wolde 
deme,  that  he  that  is  right  mighty  of  good 
were  part-les  of  mede?    And   of  what 
mede  shal  he  be  guerdoned  ?    Certes,  of  45 
right  faire  mede  and  right  grete  aboven 
alle  medes.     Bemembre  thee  of  thilke 
noble  oorolarie  that  I  yaf  thee  a  litel 
her-bifom ;  and  gader  it  to-gider  in  this 
manere  : — so  as  good  him-self  is  blisfnl-  50 
nesse,  thanne  is  it  cleer  and  certein,  that 
alle  good  folk  ben  maked  blisfnl  for  they 
ben  goode ;  and  thilke  folk  that  ben  blis- 
fnl, it  acordeth  and  is  oovenable  to  ben 
goddes.    Thanne  is  the  mede  of  goode  t^s^ 
folk  swich  that  no  day  shal  enpeiren  it, 
ne  no  wikkednesse  ne  shal  derken  it,  ne 
power  of  no  wight  ne  shal  nat  amenusen 
it,  that  is  to  seyn,  to  ben  maked  goddes. 
And  sin  it  is  thus,  that  goode  men  ne  fatten  60 
never-^no  of  hir  mede^  certes,  no  wys  man 
ne  may  doute  of  undepartable  pe3me  of 
the  shrewes ;  that  is  to  seyn^  that  the  peyne 
cfahretoes  ne  departeih  nat  from  hem-self 
nevet^^mo.    For  so  as  goode  and  yvel,  and  65 
peyne  and  medes  ben  oontrarye,  it  mot 
nodes  ben,  that  right  as  we  seen  bityden 
in  guerdoun  of  goode,  that  also  mot  the 
peyne  of  yvel  answery,  by  the  contraxye 
party,  to  shrewes.    Now  thanne,  so  as  70 
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bonntee  and  prowesse  ben  the  mede  to 
goode  folk,  al-0o  ia  shrewednesse  it-self 
torment  to  shrewes.  Thanne,  -who-flo  that 
ever  is  entecohed  and  defooled  with 
75  pejue,  he  ne  donteth  nat,  that  he  is 
entecched  and  defooled  with  yvel.  Yif 
shrewes  thanne  wolen  preysen  hem-self, 
may  it  semen  to  hem  that  they  ben  with- 
outen  party  of  torment,  sin  thoy  ben 
80  swiche  that  the  nttereste  wikkednesse 
(that  i8  to  seyn,  toikkeds  thewes^  tchieh  that 
is  the  uttereate  and  ths  toortte  kinds  of 
ahreuxdneste)  ne  defonleth  ne  enteccheth 
nat  hem  only,  but  infecteth  and  en- 
85  venimeth  hem  gpretly  7  And  also  look  on 
shrewes,  that  ben  the  contrarie  party  of 
goode  men,  how  greet  peyne  felawshipeth 
and  folweth  hem !  For  then  hast  lemed 
a  litel  her-bifom,  that  al  thing  that  is 
90  and  hath  beinge  is  oon,  and  thilke  same 
oon  is  good ;  thanne  is  this  the  oonse- 
qnenco;  that  it  semeth  wel,  that  al  that  is 
and  hath  beinge  is  good ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
as  who  seylh,  that  beinge  and  unites  and 
95  goodnesse  is  al  oon.  And  in  this  manere 
it  folweth  thanne,  that  al  thing  that 
faileth  to  ben  good,  it  stinteth  for  to  be 
and  for  to  han  any  beinge :  wherfore  it 
is,  that  shrewes  stinten  for  to  ben  that 

io(>  they  weren.     But  thilke  other  forme  of 

mankinds,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  forme  of 

the  body  with-oute,  sheweth  jrit  that  thise 

•  shrewes  weren  whylom  men  ;  wher-for, 

whan  they  ben  i>erverted  and  tomed  in-to 

105  malice,  cortes,  than  han  they  forlorn  the 
nature  of  mankinde.  But  so  as  only 
bonntee  and  prowesse  may  enhaunsen 
every  man  over  other  men ;  thanne  mot 
it  nedes  be  that    shrewes,   which  that 

1 10  shrewednesse  hath  cast  out  of  the  oon- 
dicioun  of  mankinde,  ben  put  nnder  the 
merite  and  the  desert  of  men.  Thanne 
bitydeth  it,  that  yif  thou  seest  a  wight 
that  be  transformed  into  vyces,  thou  ne 

1 15  mayst  nat  wene  that  he  be  a  man.  For 
yif  he  be  ardannt  in  avaryce,  and  that  he 
be  a  ravinour  by  -violence  of  foreine 
riohesse,  thou  shalt  seyn  that  he  is  lyke 
to  the  wolf.     And  yif  he  be  felonous  and 

IX)  with-oute  reste,  and  exercjrse  his  tonge 
to  chydinges,  thou  shalt  lykne  him  to  the 


hound.  And  yif  he  be  a  prev^  awaitoor 
y-hid,  and  rejoyseth  him  to  ravissfae  by 
wyles,  thou  shalt  seyn  him  lyke  to  the 
fox-whelpes.  And  yif  he  be  distcmpre  1^5 
and  qoaketh  for  ire,  men  shal  wene  that 
he  bereth  the  corage  of  a  lyoun.  And  yif 
he  be  drediul  and  fleinge,  and  dredeth 
thinges  that  ne  oughten  nat  to  ben  dred, 
men  shal  holden  him  lyk  to  the  hert.  \y^ 
And  yif  he  be  slow  and  astoned  and 
lache,  he  liveth  as  an  asse.  And  3rif  he 
be  light  and  unstedefast  of  corage,  and 
chaungeth  ay  his  studies,  he  is  lykned  to 
briddes.  And  if  ho  be  plounged  in  foule  135 
and  unolene  luxuries,  he  is  with-holden 
in  the  foule  delyces  of  the  foule  sowe. 
Thanne  folweth  it,  that  he  that  forleteth 
bountee  and  prowesse,  he  forleteth  to  ben 
a  man  ;  sin  he  may  nat  passen  in-to  the  140 
condicioun  of  god,  he  is  tomed  in-to 
abeest 

Mbtrb  in.     Vda  NeritU  dtdcis, 

Eurus  the  wind  aryvede  the  sailes  of 
Ulixes^  duk  of  the  contree  of  Xarice,  and 
his  wandringe  shippes  by  the  see,  in-to 
the  ile  ther-os  Circes,  the  faire  goddesse, 
doughter  of  the  sonne,  dwelleth ;  that  5 
medloth  to  hir  newe  gestes  drinkes  that 
ben  touched  and  mak^  with  enchaunte- 
ments.  And  after  that  hir  hand,  mighty 
over  the  herbes,  hadde  chaunged  hir 
gestes  in-to  dyverse  maneres ;  that  oon  of  10 
hem,  is  covered  his  face  with  forme  of 
a  boor;  that  other  is  chaunged  in-to 
a  lyoun  of  the  contree  of  Marmorike,  and 
his  nayles  and  his  teeth  wexen;  that 
other  of  hem  is  neweliohe  chaunged  in-to  15 
a  wolf,  and  howleth  whan  he  wolde  wepe ; 
that  other  goth  debonairely  in  the  hous 
as  a  tygre  of  Inde.  But  al-be-it  so  that 
the  godhed  of  Mercurie,  that  is  cUped  the 
brid  of  Areadie,  hath  hod  meroy  of  the  ^> 
duke  UlixeSj  biseged  with  dyverse  yveles, 
and  hath  nnbounden  him  fro  the  pesti- 
lence of  his  ostesse,  algates  the  roweres 
and  the  marinores  hadden  by  this  y- 
drawen  in-to  hir  mouthes  and  dronkeu  25 
the  wikkedo  drinkes.  They  that  weren 
woxen  swyn  hadden  by  this  y-chaunged 
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hir  meto  of  breed,  for  to  eten  akornes  of 
ofces.     Non  of  hir  limes  ne  dwelleth  with 

30  hem  hole,  bat  th^  han  lost  the  voice  and 
the  body ;  only  hir  thought  dwelleth  with 
hem  stable,  that  wepeth  and  biweileth 
the  monstraoQs  ehaonginge  that  they 
snflf^n.     O  overlight  hand  (<tf  toho  seyth, 

;5  O!  J'ebUandUghtiBthehandofCirceithe 
mchaMntere$$ef  that  chaunffelh  the  bodjfet  of 
Jblkea  in4o  be§lei,  to  regard  and  to  com- 
paruoun  qf  mnUadoun  that  it  maked  by 
vyceg) ;  ne  the  herbes  of  Cireea  ne  ben  nat 

40  miiphty.  For  al-be-it  00  that  they  may 
ehaongen  the  limes  of  the  body,  algates 
jit  they  may  nat  chaonge  the  hertes ;  for 
with-inne  is  y-hid  the  strengthe  and  vigor 
of  men,  in  the  seoree  tour  €f  hir  hertes; 

45  Ikai  is  to  seyit,  the  strengths  ofresoun.  Bat 
thilke  venims  of  vyoes  to^rawen  a  man 
to  hem  more  mightily  than  the  venim  of 
drees;  for  vyces  ben  so  crael  that  they 
percen  and  thorogh-passen  the   oorage 

ju  with-inne ;  and,  thogh  they  ne  anoye  nat 
the  body,  yit  vyoes  wooden  to  deitro^  men 
by  woonde  of  thought.' 

Pboss  iv.     Turn  ego^  FateoTy  inquam. 

Than  seyde  I  thus :  '  I  confesse  and  am 
a-knoiwe  it,'  qaod  I;  *ne  I  ne  see  nat 
that  men  may  sayn,  as  by  right,  that 
shrewes  ne  ben  chaanged  in-to  bestes 
5  by  the  qnalitee  of  hir  sooles,  al-be-it  so 
that  they  kepen  yit  the  forme  of  the  body 
ofmankinde.  Bat  I  nolde  nat  of  shrewes, 
iif  which  the  thought  cruel  woodeth 
al>wey  in-to  destruooioun  of  goode  men, 

to  that  it  wore  levefnl  to  hem  to  don  that.' 
'  Certea,'  quod  she,  *  ne  is  nis  nat  levefhl 
to  hem,  as  I  shal  wel  shewe  thee  in  coven- 
able  place;  but  natheles,  yif  so  were  that 
thilke  that  men  wenen  be   levefU   to 

15  shrewes  were  hinomen  hem,  so  that  they 
me  mighte  nat  amoyen  or  doom  harm  to  goode 
men,  oertes,  a  greet  partye  of  the  peyne  to 
shrewes  sholde  ben  allegged  and  releved. 
For  al-be-it  so  that  this  ne  seme  nat 

»y  credible  thing,  per-aventnre,  to  some 
folk,  yit  moot  it  nodes  be,  that  shrewes 
ben  more  wrecohes  and  unsely  whan  they 
may  doon.  and  pexforme  that  they  co- 


veiten,  than  yif  they  mighte  nat  00m- 
plisshen  that  they  coveiten.  For  yif  so  2$ 
be  that  it  be  wreoohednesse  to  wilne  to 
don  yvel,  than  is  more  wreoohednesse  to 
mowen  don  yvel ;  with-oute  whiohe  mow- 
inge  the  wrecched  wil  sholde  languisshe 
with-oute  effect.  Than,  sin  that  everiche  30 
of  thisethingeshath  his  wrecchednesse, 
that  is  to  seyn^  toil  to  don  yvel  and  momnge 
to  don  yvel,  it  moot  nedes  be  that  they  ben 
oonstreyned  by  three  unselinesses,  that 
wolen  and  mowen  and  performen  felonyes  35 
and  shrewednesses.'  *I  aoorde  me,' 
quod  I ;  *  but  I  desire  gretly  that  shrewes 
losten  sone  thilke  unselinesse,  tluxt  is  to 
seyny  that  shrewes  weren  despoyled  of 
mowinge  to  don  yvel. '  40 

'  80  i^ullen  they,'  quod  she,  *soner,  per- 
aventure,  than  thou  woldest ;  or  soner 
than  they  hem-self  wene  to  lakken  mouy 
inge  to  don  yvel.  For  ther  nis  no-thing  so 
late  in  so  shorte  boundes  of  this  lyf,  that  45 
is  long  to  abyde,  nameliohe,  to  a  oonige 
inmortel ;  of  whiohe  shrewes  the  grete 
hope,  and  the  bye  compassinges  of 
shrewednesses,  is  ofbe  destroyed  by  a 
sodeyn  ende,  or  they  ben  war ;  and  that  50 
thing  estaUeth  to  shrewes  the  ende  of  hir 
shrewednesse.  For  yif  that  shrewednesse 
maketh  wrecohes,  than  mot  he  nedes  ben 
most  wrecched  that  longest  is  a  shrewe  ; 
the  whiche  wikked  shrewes  wolde  I  demon  55 
aldermost  unsely  and  caitifs,  yif  that  hir 
shrewednesse  ne  were  flnisshed,  at  the 
leste  wey,  by  the  outtereste  deeth.  For 
yif  I  have  oonoluded  sooth  of  the  unseli- 
nesse of  shrewednesse,  than  sheweth  it  60 
oleerly  that  thilke  wreoohednesse  is  with- 
onten  ende,  the  whiohe  is  certein  to  ben 
perdurable.'  '  Certes,'  quod  I,  *  this 
oondusioun  is  hard  and  wonderful  to 
graunte ;  but  I  knowe  wel  that  it  aoordeth  65 
moche  to  the  thinges  that  I  have  graunted 
her-bifom.' 

*  Thou  hast,'  quod  she,  ^  the  right  esti- 
maoioun  of  this ;  but  who-so-ever  wene 
that  it  be  a  hard  thing  to  aoorde  him  to  70 
a  oondusioun,  it  is  right  that  he  shewe 
that  some  of  the  premisses  ben  false  ;  or 
elles  he  moot  shewe  that  the  oollacionn 
of  proposiciouns  nis  nat  speedful  to  a 
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75  iiecessarie  conolasioun.  And  yif  it  be  nat 

so,  but  that  the  premisses  ben  y-grannted, 

ther  is  not  why  he  sholde  blame  the 

argument.        For  this  thing  that  I  shal 

telle  thee  now  ne  shal  nat  seme  lasse 

8u  wonderful ;  bat  of  the  thinges  that  ben 

taken  also  it  is  nooessarie  ; '  cu  who  seythj 

it  folweih  of  that  which  that  is  purpoted 

bifom.        ♦  What  is  that  ?  *  quod  L 

'  Certes,'  qnod  she,  *  that  is,  that  thise 

^5  wikked  shrewes  ben  more  blisfnl,  or  elle$ 

lasse  wrecchesy  that  abyen  the  torments 

that  they  han  deserved,  than  yif  no  peyne 

of  justice  ne  chastysede  hem.    Ne  this  ne 

soye  I  nat  now,  for  that  any  man  mighte 

9()  thenke,  that  the  maners  of  shrewes  ben 
coriged  and  chastysed  by  veniaunce,  and 
that  they  ben  brought  to  the  right  wey  by 
the  drede  of  the  torment,  ne  for  that  they 
yeven  to  other  folk  ensaumple  to  fleen 
95  fro  vyces ;  but  I  understande  yit  in 
another  manere,  that  shrewes  ben  more 
nnsely  whan  they  ne  ben  nat  ptmisshed, 
al>be-it  so  that  ther  ne  be  had  no  resoun 
or  lawe  of  correocioun,  ne  non  ensaumple 

loo  of  lokinge.*  *  *  And  what  manere  shal 
that  ben,'  quod  I,  *  other  than  hath  be 
told  her-bifom  ? ' 

^Have  we  nat  thanne  grannted,*  quod 
she,   'that  goode  folk  ben  blisfU,  and 

105  shrewes  ben  wrecches  ?  *       *  Yis,'  quod  I. 

'  Thanne,'  qnod  she,  *  yif  that  any  good 

were  added  to  the  wrecohednesse  of  any 

wight,  nis  he  nat  more  weleftxl  than  he 

that  no  hath  no  medlinge  of  good  in  his 

1 10  solitarie  wrecchednesse  ? '  *  So  semeth  it, ' 
quod  I. 

*  And  what  seystow  thanne,*  quod  she, 
'of  thilke  wrecche  that  lakketh  alle 
goodes,  so  that  no  good  nis  medUd  in  his 

115  tcrecchednesse^  and  yit,  over  al  his  wikked- 
nesse  for  which  he  is  a  wrecche,  that  ther 
be  yit  another  yvel  anexed  and  knit  to 
him,  shal  nat  men  demen  him  more 
nnsely  than  thilke  wrecche  of  whiche  the 

lao  nnselinesse  is  releved  by  the  participa- 
cioun  of  som  good  ? '  '  Why  sholde  he 
nat  ? '  quod  I 

'Thanne,  certes,'  qnod  she,  'ban 
shrewes,  whan  they  ben  ptmisshed,  som- 

135  what  of  good  anexed  to  hir  wreoched- 


nesse,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  same  peyne 
that  they  soffren,  which  that  is  good  by 
the  resonn  of  justice ;  and  whan  thilke 
same  shrewes  ascapen  with-oute  torment, 
than  han  th^y  somewhat  more  of  yvel  yit  iji.* 
over  the  wikkednesse  that  they  han  don, 
that  is  to  ssyrij  defaute  of  peyne  ;  which 
defaute  of  peyne,  thou  hast  grannted,  is 
yvel  for  the  deserte  of  felonye. '  '  I  ne  ma^ 
nat  denye  it,'  qnod  L  135 

'Moche  more  thanne, 'quod  she,  'ben 
shrewes  nnsely,  whan  they  ben  wrong- 
fully delivered  fro  peyne,  than  whan 
they  ben  punisshed  by  rightftil  ven- 
jaunce.  But  this  is  open  thing  and  deer,  140 
that  it  is  right  that  shrewes  ben  ptm- 
isshed, and  it  is  wikkednesse  and  wrong 
that  they  escapen  onpunisshed. '  '  Who 
mighte  deneye  that  ?  '  quod  L 

'  But,'  quod  she,  '  may  any  man  denye  145 
that  al  that  is  right  nis  good ;  and  also 
the  contrarie,  that  al  that  is  wrong  is 
wikke?'  'Certes,'    quod   I,    'these 

thinges  ben  clere  y-nough  ;  and  that  we 
heui  concluded  a  litel  her-bifom.  But  i5» 
I  praye  thee  that  thou  telle  me,  yif  thon 
aoordest  to  leten  no  torment  to  sowles, 
after  that  the  body  is  ended  by  the 
deeth ;  *  this  is  to  ssyn,  underttandestow 
aught  that  sowUs  han  any  torment  ajtar  ths  155 
dseOiofi^hodyf 

'  Certes,*  qnod  she,  '  ye ;  and  that  right 
greet ;  of  which  sowles,'  quod  she,   '  I 
trowe  that  some  ben  tormented  by  aspre- 
nesse  of  p^pi^e ;  and  some  sowles,  I  trowe,  160 
ben  exercised  by  a  paiginge  mekenesse. 
But  my  conseil  nis  nat  to  determinye  of 
thise  peynes.    But  I  have  travailed  and 
told  yit  hiderto,  for  thon  sholdest  knowe 
that   the   mowinge   of  shrewes,  which  165 
mowinge  thee  semeth  to  ben  unworthy, 
nis  no  mowinge  :  and  eek  of  shrewes,  of 
which  thon  pleinedest  that  they  ne  were 
nat  punisshed,  that  thou  woldest  seen 
that  they  ne  weren  never-mo  with-onten  17c) 
the  torments  of  hir  wikkednesse  :  and  of 
the  licence  of  the  mowinge  to  don  ^mZ,  that 
thon  preydest  that  it  mighte  sone  ben 
ended,  and  that  thon  woldest  fayn  lemen 
that  it  ne  sholde  nat  longe  dare :  and  175 
that  shrewes  ben  more  nnsely  yif  they 
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were  of  lenger  dnrmge,  and  most  nnsely 
yif  they  weren  perdorable.  And  after 
tliia,  I  have  shewed  thee  that  more  nnsely 

JJv>  ben  shrewes,  whan  they  escapen  with- 
oate  hir  rightful  peyne,  than  whan  they 
ben  pcLnisshed  by  rightfnl  venjannce. 
And  of  this  sentence  folweth  it,  that 
thanne  ben  shrewes  constreined  at  the 

1S5  laste  with  most  grevons  torment,  whan 
men  wene  that  they  ne  be  nat  pnnisshed.' 
'Whan  I  consider  thy  resonns,*  quod  I, 
*■  I  ne  trowe  nat  that  men  seyn  any-thing 
more  Terayly.    And  yif  I  tome  ayein  to 

igo  the  studies  of  men,  who  is  he  to  whom  it 

sholde  seme  that  he  ne  sholde  nat  only 

leven  thise  thingee,  but  eek  gladly  herkne 

hem?' 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  so  it  is ;  but  men 

195  may  nat.  For  they  ban  hir  eyen  so  wont 
to  the  derknesse  qf  erthely  tMnges^  that 
they  ne  may  nat  liften  hem  up  to  the 
light  of  cleer  sothfastnesse  ;  but  they  ben 
lyke  to  briddes,  of  which  the  night  light- 

acM  neth  hir  lokinge,  and  the  day  blindeth 
hem.  For  whan  men  loken  nat  the  ordro 
of  thinge8,bnt  hir  lustes  and  talents,  they 
wene  that  either  the  leve  or  the  mowinge 
to  don  wikkednesse,  or  elles  the  scapinge 

a05  vith<oute  peyne,  be  welefid. '  But  con- 
sider the  jugement  of  the  perdurable  lawe. 
For  yif  thou  conferme.thy  corage  to  the 
beste  thinges,  thou  ne  hast  no  nede  of  no 
juge  to  yeven  thee  prys  or  mede ;   for 

3 10  thon  hast  jojned  thy-self  to  the  most 
excellent  thing.  And  yif  thou  have  en- 
dyned  thy  studies  to  the  wikked  thinges, 
ne  seek  no  foreyne  wreker  out  of  thy- 
self ;  for  thou  thy-self  hast  thrist  thy-self 

'15  in-to  wikke  thinges :  right  as  thou 
mightest  loken  by  dyverse  tymes  the 
foule  erthe  and  the  hevene,  and  that  alle 
other  thinges  stinten  fro  with-oute,  80 
that  thou  nere  neither  in  hevene  ne  in  erthey 

iao  ne  aaye  nothing  more ;  than  it  sholde 
semen  to  thee,  as  by  only  resoun  of 
lokinge,  that  thou  were  now  in  the  sterres 
and  now  in  the  erthe.  But  the  poeple  ne 
loketh    nat    on    thise   thinges.      What 

3^5  thanne  ?  Shal  we  thanne  aprochen  us  to 
hem  that  I  have  shewed  that  they  ben  lyk 
to  bestes?    And  what  woltow  seyn  of 


this :  yif  that  a  man  hadde  al  forlorn  his 
sighte  and  hadde  foiyeten  that  he  ever 
saugh,  and  wende  that  no-thing  ne  fayl-  230 
ede  him  of  perfeccioun  of  mankinde,  now 
we  that  mighten  seen  the  same  thinges, 
wolde  we  nat  wene  that  he  were  blinde  ? 
Ne  also  ne  acordeth  nat  the  poeple  to 
that  I  shal  sejni,  the  which  thing  is  sus-  235 
tened  by  a  stronge  foundement  of  resouns, 
that  ia  to  aeyn,  that  more  unsely  ben  they 
that  don  wrong  to  othre  folk  than  they 
that  the  wrong  suffren.'  *I  wolde 
heren  thilke  same  resouns,'  quod  L  240 

*Denyestow,'  quod  she,  *that  alle 
shrewes  ne  ben  worthy  to  han  torment?' 

*  Nay, 'quod  I. 

•But,'  quod    she,   *I  am    certein,  by 
many  resouns,  that  shrewes  ben  unsely.'  245 
'  It  acordeth,'  quod  L 

'  Thanne  ne  doutestow  nat,'  quod  she, 

*  that  thilke  folk  that  ben  worthy  of  tor- 
ment, that  they  ne  ben  wrecches  ? '  *  It 
acordeth  wel,'  quod  I.  250 

*Yif  thou  were  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'y-set  a  juge  or  a  knower  of  thinges, 
whether,  trowestow,  that  men  sholden 
tormenten  him  that  hath  don  the  wrong, 
or  elles  him  that  hath  suffred  the  wrong? '  255 

*  I  ne  doute  nat,'  quod  I,  *  that  I  nolde 
don  suffisaunt  satisfaccioun  to  him  that 
hadde  suffred  the  wrong  by  the  sorwe  of 
him  that  hadde  don  the  wrong.' 

*  Thanne  semeth  it,'  quod  she,  *  that  the  a6u 
doere  of  wrong  is  more  wrecche  than  he 
that  sttffired  wrong?'        *That  folweth 
wel,'  quod  I. 

*■  Than,'  quod  she,  *  by  these  causes  and 
by  othre  causes  that  ben  enforced  by  the  265 
same  rote,  filthe  or  sinne,  by  the  propre 
nature  of  it,  maketh  men  wrecches ;  and 
it  sheweth  wel,  that  the  wrong  that  men 
don  nis  nat  the  wrecchednesse  of  him 
that    receyveth    the    wrong,    but    the  270 
wrecchednesse    of  him    that    doth  the 
wrong.      But  certes,'  quod    she,   Hhise 
oratours    or    advocats   don  al  the  con- 
trarye :  for  they  enforcen  hem  to  com- 
moeve  the  juges  to  han  pifcee  of  hem  that  375 
han  sufired  and  receyved  the  thinges  that 
ben    grevous    and    aspre,  and  yit  men 
sholden  more  rightfully  han  pitee  of  hem. 
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that  don  the  grevaUnoes  and  the  'wronges ; 

a8o  the  whiche  shrewea,  it  were  a  more 
oovenable  thing,  that  the  aocoBoars  or 
advocatfl,  nat  wroth  but  pitoos  and  de- 
bonair, ledden  tho  shrewes  that  han  don 
wrong  to  the  jngement,  right  as  men 

J85  leden  oyke  folk  to  the  leohe,  for  that  they 
sholde  seken  oat  the  maladyes  of  sinne 
by  torment.  And  by  this  covenaont, 
either  the  entente  of  deffendonrs  or  advo- 
cats  sholde  fi^len  and  cesen  in  al,  or 

390  elles,  yif  the  oiHoe  of  advocats  wolde 
bettre  proflten  to  men,  it  sholde  ben 
tomed  in-to  the  habite  of  accusacioon ; 
that  is  to  aej/n^  they  sholden  accuse  shrewea, 
and  nat  excuse  Item.    And  eek  the  shrewes 

-»95  hem-self,  yif  hit  were  levefol  to  hem  to 
seen  at  any  clifbe  the  vertu  that  they  han 
forleten,  and  sawen  that  they  sholden 
patten  adonn  the  filthes  of  hir  ^pyces  by 
the  torments  of  peynes,  they  ne  ooghte 

300  nat,  right  for  the  recompensaoioon  for  to 
geten  hem  boantee  and  prowesse  which 
that  they  han  lost,  demen  ne  holden  that 
thilke  peynes  weren  torments  to  hem; 
and  eek  they  wolden  refuse  the  attend- 

305  axmce  of  hir  advocate,  and  taken  hem-self 
to  hir  juges  and  to  hir  aocosors.  For 
which  it  bitydeth  that,  as  to  the  wj^ae 
folk,  ther  nis  no  place  y-leten  to  hate ; 
that  is  to  aeyn^  that  ne  hate  hath  no  place 

310  amongee  wyae  men.  For  no  wight  ml 
haten  goode  men,  but-yif  he  were  ovor- 
mochel  a  fool ;  and  for  to  haten  shxvwes, 
it  nis  no  resoon.  For  right  so  as  Ian* 
guissinge  is  maladye  of  body,  right  so  ben 

315  vyoes  and  sinne  maladye  of  oorage.  And 
so  as  we  ne  deme  nat,  that  they  that  ben 
syke  of  hir  body  ben  worthy  to  ben  hated, 
but  rather  worthy  of  pitee :  wel  more 
worthy,  nat  to  ben  hated,  but  for  to  ben 

330  had  in  pitee,  ben  they  of  whiche  the 
thoughtes  ben  oonstreined  by  felonous 
wikkednesse,  that  is  more  oroel  than  any 
langaissinge  of  body. 

Mbtsb  iv.    quid  tantoe  iuuat  excUare 
TMiue, 

What  delyteth  you  to  ezcyten  so  grete 
moevinges  of  hateredee^  and  to  hasten  and 


bisien  the  &tal  disposioioun  of  your  deeth 
with  your  propre  handes  ?  that  u  to  eeyn, 
&y  batailes  or  hytcontek.  For  yif  ye  axen  5  , 
the  deeth,  it  hasteth  him  of  his  owne  wil ; 
ne  deeth  ne  tarieth  nat  his  swifte  hors. 
And  the  men  that  the  serpent  and  the 
lyoun  and  the  tygre  and  the  here  and  the 
boor  seken  to  sleen  with  hir  teeth,  yit  lu 
thilke  same  men  sekeii  to  sleen  everich  of 
hem  other  with  swerd.  Lo!  for  hir 
maneres  ben  dyverse  and  descordaimt, 
they  moeven  unrightful  ostes  and  cruel 
batailes,  and  wilnen  to  perisshe  by  entre-  15 
channginge  of  dartes.  But  the  resoon  of 
orueltee  nis  naty-nough  rightfuL  Wiltow 
thanne  yelden  a  oovenable  gnerdoun  to 
the  desertes  of  men?  Love  rightftilly 
goode  folk,  and  have  pitee  on  shrewes.'     20 

Pboss  y.    Hie  ego  video  in/^uam, 

*  Thus  see  I  wel,'  quod  I,  *  either  what 
blisfdlnesse  or  elles  what  unselinesse  is 
establisshed  in  the  desertes  of  goode  men 
and  of  shrewes.  But  in  this  ilke  fortune 
of  poeple  I  see  somwhat  of  good  and  som-  5 
what  of  yvel.  For  no  wys&  man  hath 
lev^r  ben  ezyled,  poore  and  nedy,  and 
nameles,  than  for  to  dwellen  in  his  citee 
and  flouren  of  richesses,  and  be  redoutable 
by  honour,  and  strong  of  power.  For  in  10 
this  wyse  more  ofeerly  and  more  witnes- 
fully  is  the  office  of  wyse  men  y-treted, 
whan  the  blisfulnesse  and  the  poostee  of 
govemours  is,  as  it  were,  y-shad  amonges 
peoples  that  be  neighebours  and  tubgite;  15 
sin  that,  namely,  prisoun,  laws,  and  thise 
othre  torments  of  laweful  poynes  ben 
rather  owed  to  felonous  citezeins,  for  the 
whiche  felonous  citeseins  tho  peynes  ben 
establisshed,  than  for  good  folk»  Thanne  ao 
I  mervaile  me  greetly,'  quod  I,  *  why  that 
the  thinges  ben  so  mis  entrechaunged, 
that  torments  of  felonyes  pressen  and 
confounden  goode  folk,  and  shrewes 
ravisshen  modes  of  vertu,  and  hen  in  25 
honoure  and  in  gret  etUUe,  And  I  desyre 
eek  for  to  witen  of  thee,  what  semeth  thee 
to  ben  the  resoun  of  this  so  wrongful 
a  oonclusioun  P  For  I  wdde  wondre  wel 
the  lasse,  yif  I  trowede  that  al  thise  30 
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thio^eaweren  medled  by  fortnnoas  happe ; 
tmt  now  hepeth  and  encreseih  myn  a&- 
tonjnnge  god,  govemonr  of  thinges,  that, 
90  aa  god  yeveth  ofte  tymes  to  gode  men 

\^  godes  and  mirthes,  and  to  shrewes 
yreles  and  aspro  thinges ;  and  yeveth 
Ayeinward  to  godo  folk  hardnesses,  and 
to  shitewes  he  gmnnteth  hem  hir  wH  and 
that  theydeffyren :  what  difference  thanne 

4«i  may  ther  be  bitwizen  that  that  god  doth, 
and  the  happe  of  fortune,  yif  men  ne 
koowe  nat  the  catkae  why  that  it  is  ?  * 

*Xe    it    nis  no  mervaile,'  quod    she, 
'  though  that  men  wenen  that  ther  be 

45  somewhat  folissh  and  oonfhse,  whan  the 
raeoiin  of  the  ordre  is  xmknowe.  Bat 
aUthoogh  that  thou  ne  knowe  nat  the 
naose  of  so  greet  a  disposicioun,  natheles, 
r'or  aa  moche  as  god,  the  gode  govemonr, 

9'  at«mpfreth  and  govemeth  the  world,  ne 
<l«nite  thee  nat  that  alle  thinges  ben  doon 
a-right 

Metsk  V.    84  qui$  Areturi  tidera  netcU. 

Who-eo  that  ne  knowe  nat  the  sterres 
of  Arctnre,  y-tomed  neigh  to  the  soverein 
•^mtree  or  point,  that  U  to  seyn,  y^omed 
neigh  to  the  totferein  pool  of  ihejirmamentf 
5  and  wot  nat  why  the  gterreBooteapaaa&th 
or  gadcnreth  his  weynes,  and  drencheth 
iiis  late  flambes  in  the  see,  and  why  that 
Bootes  the  Herre  nnfoldeth  his  over-swifte 
aiysinges,  thanne  shal  he  wondren  of  the 

i>  t  lawe  ot'  the  heye  eyr.  And  eek,  yif  that 
ke  ne  knowoe  nat  toky  that  the  homes  of  the 
fnllo  znone  wexen  pale  and  infect  by  the 
I>3nnde8  of  the  derke  night ;  and  how  the 
:jione,  derk  and  confuse,  disooveretli  the 

:-  sterres  that  she  hadde  y-covered  by  hir 
^'Uto  visage.*  ThQ  oomune  errour  moeveth 
folk,  and  maketh  wery  hir  basins  of  bras 
by  thikke  strokes ;  that  U  to  aeyn^  that 
ther  is  a  maner  cfpoeple  thai  highte  Cori- 

.•<>  bantee,  that  wenen  thai^  whan  the  mone  ie  in 
the  etUpet,  that  U  be  enehaunted ;  and  ther- 
ft/re,  for  to  reaeowe  the  mone,  they  beten  hir 
baeine  with  thikke  etrokee.  Ne  no  man 
ne  wondreth  whan  the  blastee  of  the 

.\%  %rind  Chorus  beten  the  strondes  of  the 
seo  by  quakinge  flodes;  ne  no  man  ne 


wondreth  whan  the  weighte  of  the  snowe, 
y-harded  l^  the  colde,  is  resolved  by  th% 
brenninge  hete  of  Phebns  the  sonne ;  for 
heer  seen  men  redely  the  causes.  But  30 
the  causes  y-hid,  that  ie  to  aeyn,  in  hevene^ 
troublen  the  brestes  of  men ;  the  moev- 
able  poeple  is  astoned  of  alle  thinges  that 
oomen  selde  and  sodeinly  in  our  age. 
But  yif  the  troubly  errour  of  our  igno-  35 
raunce  departede  fro  us,  so  that  we  wUten 
the  eaueee  why  that  ewiehe  thinges  bi4yden, 
oertes,  they  sholden  cese  to  seme  won- 
dres. 

Prose  VL    Itaeet,  inquam. 

( Thus  is  it,'  quod  I.  '  But  so  as  thou 
hast  yeven  or  bi-hight  me  to  unwrappen 
the  hid  causes  of  thinges,  and  to  dis- 
coYere  me  the  resouns  covered  with  derk- 
nesses,  I  prey  thee  that  thou  devyse  and  5 
juge  me  of  this  matere,  and  tliat  thou  do 
me  to  TLuderstonden  it ;  for  this  miracle 
or  this  wonder  troubleth  me  right  gretly.' 

And  thanne  she,  a  litel  what  smylinge, 
seydeT'thou  olepest  me,'  quod  she,  'to  10 
telle  thing  that  is  grettest  of  alle  thinges 
that  mowen  ben  axed,  and  to  the  whiche 
questioun  imnethes  is  ther  aught  y-nough 
to  laven  it ;  as  who  aeyth,  unnethee  is  ther 
sufflsauntly  anything  to  a$tswere  par/Uly  to  15 
thy  questioun.  For  the  matere  of  it  is 
swioh,  that  whan  o  doute  is  determined 
and  out  awey,  ther  wexen  other  doutes 
with-oute  number ;  right  as  the  hevedes 
wexen  of  Ydre,  the  serpent  that  Ercules  20 
dowh.  Ne  ther  ne  were  no  mtwere  ne 
non  ende,  bui^-yif  that  a  wight  con- 
streinede  tho  doutes  by  a  right  lyfly  and 
quik  fyr  of  thought ;  that  is  to  seyn,  by 
vigour  and  strengths  cfwiL  For  in  this  35 
manere  men  weren  wont  to  maken  ques- 
tions of  the  simplicitoe  of  the  purviaunce 
of  god,  and  of  the  order  of  destinee,  and 
of  sodein  happe,  and  of  the  knowingo  and 
predestinaoioun  divyne,  and  of  the  libertee  30 
of  freewille;  the  whiche. thinges  tliou 
thy-self  aperceyvest  "wel,  of  what  weight 
they  ben.  But  for  as  mochel  as  the 
knowinge  of  thise  thinges  is  a  maner 
porcioun  of  the  medicine  of  thee,  al-be-it  35 
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so  that  I  have  litel  tyme  to  don  it,  jHt 
^natholes  I  -wol  enforcen  xne  to  shewe 
somwhat  of  it.  Bat  al-thogh  the  no- 
ridshinges  of  ditee  of  mnsike  delyteth 

40  thee,  thou  most  sofi^en  and  forberen 
a  litel  of  thilke  delyte,  whyle  that  I  "weve 
to  thee  resotms  y-knit  by  ordre.'  *  As 
it  lyketh  to  thee,*  quod  I,  *  so  do.' 

Tho  spak    she    right    as    by  another 

45  biginninge,  and  seyde  thns.  ^  The  en- 
gendringe  of  alle  thinges,'  quod  she, '  and 
alle  the  progressioons  of  muable  nature, 
and  al  that  moeveth  in  any  manere, 
taketh  his  causes,  his  ordre,   and    his 

50  formes,  of  the  stablenesse  of  the  divyne 
thoght ;  and  thilke  divyne  thought,  that 
is  y-set  and  put  in  the  tour,  that  is  to  seyn, 
in  the  heighU,  of  the  simplicitee  of  god, 
stablissheth  many  maner  gyses  tothinges 

55  that  ben  to  done ;  the  whiche  maner, 
~whan  that  men  loken  it  in  thilke  pure 
clennesse  of  the  divyne  intelligence,  it  is 
y-cleped  purviaunce;  but  whan  thilke 
maner  is  referred  by  men  to  thinges  that 

60  it  movoth  and  disponeth,  thanne.of  olde 
men  it  was  deped  destinee.  The  whiche 
thinges,  3'if  that  any  wight  loketh  wel  in 
his  thought  the  strengthe  of  that  oon  and 
of  that  other,  he  shal  lightly  mowen  seen, 

65  that  thise  two  thinges  ben  dyverse.  For 
purviaunce  is  thilke  divyne  reson  that  is 
establisshed  in  the  soverein  prince  of 
thinges ;  the  whiche  purviaunce  dis- 
poneth alle  thinges.    But  destinee  is  the 

70  disposicioun  and  ordinaunce  clyvinge  to 
moevable  thinges,  by  the  whiche  dispo- 
sicioun  the  purviaunce  knitteth  aUe 
thinges  in  hir  ordres ;  for  purviaunce 
embraceth  alle  thinges  to-hepe,  al-thogh 

75  that  they  ben  dyverse,  and  al-thogh  they 
ben  infinite ;  but  destinee  departeth  and 
ordeineth  alle  thinges  singulerly,  and 
divyded  in  moevinges,  in  places,  in 
formes,  in  tymes,  as  thus :  lat  the  un- 

^  foldinge  of  temporel  ordinaunce,  assem- 
bled and  ooned  in  the  lokinge  of  the 
divyne  thought,  be  cleped  purviaunce ; 
and  thilke  same  assemblinge  and  oon- 
.inge,  divyded  and  unfolden  by  tjrmes,  lat 

85  that  ben  called  destinee.  And  al-be-it  so 
that  thise  thinges  ben  dsrverse,  3Ht  natho- 


les  hangeth  that  oon  on  that  other ;  foi^ 
why  the  order  destinal  procedeth  of  the 
simplicitee  of  purviaunce.  For  right  as 
a  werkman,  that  apero^yveth  in  his  9" 
thoght  the  forme  of  the  thing  that  he 
wol  make,  and  moeveth  the  effect  of  the 
werk,  and  ledeth  that  he  hadde  loked 
biforn  in  his  thoght  simply  and  pre- 
sently, l^  temporel  ordinaunce:  oertes,  95 
right  so  god  disponeth  in  his  purviaunce, 
singulerly  and  stably,  the  thinges  that 
ben  to  done,  but  he  aministreth  in  many 
maneres  and  in  dyverse  tymes,  by  des- 
tinee, thilke  same  thinges  that  he  hath  hk> 
disponed.  Thanne,  whether  that  dee- 
tinee  be  ezeroysed  outher  \sy  some  divyne 
spirits,  servaunts  to  the  divyne  pur- 
viaunce, or  elles  by  som  sowle,  or  eUes  by 
alle  nature  servinge  to  god,  or  elles  by  105 
the  celestial  moevinges  of  sterres,  or  elles 
by  the  vertu  of  angeles,  or  elles  by  the 
dyverse  subtilitee  of  develes,  or  elles  by 
any  of  hem,  or  elles  by  hem  alle,  the 
destinal  ordinaunce  is  y-woven  and  acorn-  1  lu 
plisshed.  Certes,  it  is  open  thing,  that 
the  purviaunce  is  an  unmoevable  and 
simple  forme  of  thinges  to  done  ;  and  the 
moveable  bond  and  the  temporel  ordi- 
naunce of  thinges,  whiche  that  the  115 
divyne  simplicitee  of  purviaunce  hath 
ordeyned  to  done,  that  is  destinee.  For 
which  it  is,  that  alle  thinges  that  ben 
put  under  destinee  ben,  certes,  subgits  to 
purviaunce,  to  whiche  purviaunce  des-  ii<> 
tinee  itself  is  subgit  and  under.  But 
some  thinges  ben  put  under  purviaunce, 
that  surmounten  the  ordinaunce  of  des- 
tinee ;  and  tho  ben  thilke  that  stably  ben 
y-ficched  negh  to  the  firste  godhed :  they  W5 
surmounten  the  ordre  of  dentinal  moev- 
abletee.  For  right  as  of  cercles  that 
tomen  a-boute  a  same  centre  or  a-boute 
a  poynt,  thilke  cercle  that  is  innerest  or 
most  with-inne  joyneth  to  the  simplesse  X3«» 
of  the  middel,  and  is,  as  it  were,  a  centre 
or  a  poynt  to  that  other  cercles  that 
tomen  a-bouten  him ;  and  thilke  that  is 
outterest,  compassed  by  larger  envyron- 
ninge,  is  unfolden  by  larger  spaces,  in  so  155 
moohe  as  it  is  forthest  fro  the  middrl 
simplicitee  of  the  poynt ;  and  yif  ther  be 
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any-thin^  that  knitteth  and  felawship- 
peth  him-self  to  thiike  xniddel  poynt,  it 

141J  is  oonstreined  in-to  simpliciteef  that  w  to 
aepii,  in4o  tmmoevabUteey  and  it  ceseth  to 
be  shad  and  to  fleten  dyversely :  right  so, 
bj  aemhlable  resonn,  thiike  thing  that 
depaxteth  forthest  fro  the  first  thoght  of 

145  god,  it  is  nnfolden  and  Bunmitted  to 
letter  hondes  of  destinee :  and  in  so 
moche  is  the  thing  more  free  and  ]tMa 
fxo  destinee,  as  it  axeth  and  holdeth  him 
ner  to  thiike  centre  of  thinges,  that  i$  to 

i^j  aeyn,  ffod  And  yif  the  thing  olyveth  to 
the  stedefastnesse  of  the  thoght  of  god, 
and  be  with-cnte  moevinge,  certes,  it  sor- 
moonteth  the  neoessitee  of  destinee. 
Thanne  right  swich  compariaoan  as  it  is 

155  of  skilinge  to  nnderstondinge,  and  of 
thing  that  is  engendred  to  thing  that  is, 
and  of  tyme  to  etemitee,  and  of  the  cerole 
to  the  centre,  right  so  is  the  ordre  of 
moevable   destinee   to   the   stable  sim- 

•^'OpUcitee  of  pnrviannee.  Thiike  ordi- 
naonoe  moeveth  the  heveno  and  the 
sterres,  and  atempreth  the  elements  to- 
giderainongeshem'Self,and  transformeth 
hem    hy  entrechanngeable   mutacioon; 

165  and  thiike  same  ordre  neweth  ajein  alle 
thinges  growinge  and  fallings  a-doon,  by 
iemMable  progressionns  of  sedes  and  of 
■exes,  thai  is  to  seyn,  male  and  femele. 
And  this  iike  ordre  constreineth  the  for- 

1  ?o  tones  and  the  dedes  of  men  by  a  bond  of 
caoses,  nat  able  to  ben  unbonnde ;  the 
whiehe  destinal  causes,  whan  they  passen 
vat  fro  the  biginninges  of  the  unmoevable 
pnrviaanoe,  it  mot  nodes  be  that  they  ne 

•75  be  nat  mntable.  And  thns  ben  the 
thinges  frxl  wel  y-govemed,  yif  that  the 
simplicitee  dwellinge  in  the  divyne  thoght 
fchcweth  forth  the  ordre  of  cansee,  unable 
to  ben  y-bowed;    and  this  ordre   oon- 

'^  itrBineth  by  his  propre  stabletee  the 
moevable  thinges,  or  elles  they  sholden 
ileten  folily.  For  which  it  is,  that  alle 
thinges  semen  to  ben  confns  and  trouble 
to  ns  men,  for  we  ne  mowen  nat  oonsidere 

t^5  thiike  ordinannce ;  natheles,  the  propre 
maner  of  every  thinge,  dressinge  hem  to 
gGode,  disponeth  hem  alle. 
For  ther  nis  no-thing  don  for  cause  of 


yvel ;  ne  thiike  thing  that  is  don  by  wik- 
kede  folk  Mitfiat  don /or  yM2.   Thewhiohe  190 
shrewes,  as  I  have  shewed  ful  plenti- 
vously,  seken  good,  but  wikked  errour 
mistorneth  hem,  ne  the  ordre  cominge 
fro  the  poynt  of  soverein  good  ne  de- 
dyneth  nat  fro  his  biginninge.   But  thou  195 
mayst  seyn,  what  nnreste  may  ben   a 
worse  oonfusioun  than  that  gode  men  ban 
somtyme  adversitee  and  somtyme  pros- 
peritee,    and    shrewes    also    now   ban 
thinges    that    they   desiren,    and   now  200 
thinges  that  they  haten  ?    Whether  men 
liven  now  in  swich  hoolnesse  of  thoght, 
(<u  toJio  ssytA,  hen  men  now  ao  wifae\  that 
swiohe  folk  as  they  demon  to  ben  gode 
folk  or  shrewes,  that  it  moste  nodes  ben  205 
that  folk  ben  swiche  as  they  wenen? 
But  in  this  manere  the  domes  of  men 
discorden,  that  thiike  men  that  some 
folk  demon  worthy  of  mede,  other  folk 
demon  hem  worthy  of  torment.     But  lat  210 
us  graunte,  I  pose  that  som  man  may  wel 
demon  or  knowen  the  gode  folk  and  the 
badde ;  may  he  thanne  knowen  and  seen 
thiike  innereste  atempraunoe  of  oorages, 
as  it  hath  ben  wont  to  be  seyd  of  bodies ;  215 
tu  who  eeythf  may  a  man  speken  and  deter- 
ndnen  of  atempraunces  in  coragee^  aa  men 
were  wont  to  demen  or  apeiken   of  com- 
plexioune  and  atemprauncea  of  bodies?  Ne 
it  ne  is  nat  an  unlyk  miracle,  to  hem  220 
that  ne  knowen  it  nat,  (09  who  aeith^  but 
it  is  lyke  a  merveil  or  a  miracle  to  hem  that 
na  knowen  it  nai\  why  that  swete  thinges 
ben  oovenable  to  some  bodies  that  ben 
hole,  and  to  some  bodies  bittere  thinges  335 
ben  covenable ;  and  also,  why  that  some 
syke  folk  ben  holpen  with  lighte  medi- 
cynes,  and  some  folk  ben  holpen  with 
sharpe  medioynes.      But   natheles,   the 
leche  that  knoweth  the  manere  and  the  230 
atempraunoe  of  hole  and  of  maladye,  ne 
merveileth    of  it    no-thing.     But  what 
other  thing  semeth  hele  of  corages  but 
bountee  and  prowesse  ?    And  what  other 
thing  semeth  maladye    of  coragea  but  235 
vyces  ?    Who  is  elles  kepere  of  good  or 
diyver  awey  of  yvel,  but  god,  govemour 
and  lecher  of  thoughtos  ?  The  whiehe  god, 
whan  he  hath  biholden  from  the  heye 
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240  tour  of  his  purveaimce,  he  knoweth  'what 
is  covensble  to  every  wight,  and  leneth 
hem  that  he  wot  that  is  coYenable  to 
hem.  Lo,  her-of  comth  and  her-of  is  don 
this  noble  miracle  of  the  ordre  destinal, 

345  whan  god,  that  al  knoweth,  doth  swiohe 
thing,  of  which  thing  that  nnknowinge 
folk  ben  astoned.  But  for  to  oonstreine, 
as  who  aeifthf  but /or  to  comprehende  and 
telle  a  fewe  thinges  of  the  divyne  deep- 

.*5o  nesse,  the  which  e  that  mannes  reaoon 
may  nnderstonde,  thilke  man  that  thou 
wenest  to  ben  right  jnste  and  right  kep- 
inge  of  eqnitee,  the  contrarie  of  that 
semeth  to  the  divyne  porveannoe,  that  al 

j^t;  wot.  And  Lncan,  my  familer,  telleth 
that  "  the  victorious  cause  lykede  to  the 
goddos,  and  the  cause  overoomen  lykede 
to  Catoun."  Thanne,  what-so-ever  thou 
majrst  seen  that  is  don  in  this  werid 

2C)o  unhoped  or  unwened,  certes,  it  is  the 
right  ordre  of  thinges ;  but,  as  to  thy 
wikkede  opinioun,  it  is  a  oonAisioun.  But 
I  suppose  that  som  man  be  so  wel 
y-thewed,  that  the  div3nie  jugement  and 

265  the  jugemont  of  mankinde  acorden  hem 
to-gider  of  him  ;  but  he  is  so  unstedefast 
of  corage,  that,  yif  any  adversitee  come 
to  him,  he  wol  forleten,  par-aventure,  to 
continue  innocence,  by  the  whiohe  he  ne 

270  may  nat  with-holden  fortune.  Thanne 
the  wyse  disj^ensacioun  of  god  spareth 
him,  the  whiche  man  adversitee  mighte 
enpeyren;  for  that  god  wol  nat  suffren 
him  to  travaile,  to  whom  that  travaile 

375  nis  nat  covenable.  Another  man  is  parflt 
in  idle  vertues,  and  is  an  holy  man,  and 
negh  to  god,  so  that  the  purviaunce  of 
god  wolde  demen,  that  it  were  a  felonye 
that  he  were  touched  with  any  adver- 

38<)  sitees ;  so  that  he  wol  nat  suffre  that 
swich  a  man  be  moeved  with  any  bodily 
maladye.  But  so  as  seyde  a  philosophre, 
the  more  excellent  by  me:  he  seyde  in 
Grek,  that  "  vertues  han  edified  the  body 

285  of  the  holy  man."  And  ofte  tyme  it 
bitydeth,  that  the  somme  of  thinges  that 
ben  to  done  is  taken  to  goveme  to  gode 
folk,  for  that  the  malice  haboundant  of 
shrewes  sholde  ben  abated.     And  god 

aijo  yeveth  and  departeth  to  othre  folk  pros- 


peritees  and  adversitees  y-medled  to- 
hepe,  after  the  qualitoo  of  hir  oorages,  and 
remordeth  som  folk  by  adversitee^  for  they 
ne  sholde  nat  wexen  proude  by  longe 
weleftilnesse.  And  other  folk  he  suffreth  2^5 
to  ben  travailed  with  harde  thinges,  for 
that  they  sholden  oonfermen  the  vertues 
of  corage  by  the  usage  and  exercitacioun 
of  pacienoe.  And  other  folk  dreden  more 
than  they  oughten  f  that  whiche  they  5'*' 
mighten  wel  beren ;  and  somme  dispyse 
that  they  mowe  nat  beren ;  and  thilke 
folk  god  ledeth  in-to  experience  of  him- 
self by  aspre  and  sorwihl  thingea  And 
many  othre  folk  han  bought  honourable  3^5 
renoun  of  this  world  by  the  piys  of 
glorious  deeth.  And  som  men,  that  ne 
mowen  nat  ben  overoomen  by  torments, 
have  yevein  ensaumple  to  othre  folk,  that 
vertu  may  nat  ben  overcomen  by  adver-  3>-' 
sitees;  and  of  alle  thinges  ther  nis  no 
doute,  that  they  ne  ben  don  rightfully 
and  ordenely,  to  the  profit  of  hem  to 
whom  we  seen  thise  thinges  bityde.  For 
certes,  that  adversitee  comth  somtymo  3^^ 
to  shrewes,  and  somtyme  that  that  they 
desiren,  it  comth  of  thise  forseide  causes. 
And  of  sorvrfhl  thinges  that  bUyden  to 
ehreweey  certes,  no  man  ne  wondreth ;  for 
alle  men  wenen  that  they  han  wel  de-  3^< 
served  it,  and  that  they  ben  of  wikkede 
merite ;  of  whiche  shrewes  the  torment 
somtyme  agasteth  othre  to  don  felonyes, 
and  somtyme  it  amendeth  hem  that 
suifren  the  torments.  And  the  pros-  3.'/ 
peritee  thai  is  yeven  to  shrewes  sheweth 
a  greet  argument  to  gode  folk,  what  thing 
they  sholde  demen  of  thilke  welefulnesse, 
the  whiche  proeperitee  men  seen  ofbo 
serven  to  shrewes.  In  the  which  thing  53 
I  trowe  that  god  dispenseth;  for,  per> 
aventure,  the  nature  of  som  man  is  so 
overthrowinge  to  yvel^  and  so  uncoven- 
able,  that  the  nedy  jwvertee  of  his 
houshold  mighte  rather  egren  him  to  don  3.V 
felonyes.  And  to  the  maladye  of  him  god 
putteth  remedia,  to  yeven  him  riohesses. 
And  som  other  man  biholdeth  his  con- 
science defouled  with  sinnes,  and  maketh 
comparisoun  of  his  fortune  and  of  him-  34' 
self;  and  dredeth,  per-aventure,  that  his 
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blisiixlnene,  of  which  the  usage  is  joyefVil 
to  him,  that  the  lesinge  of  thilke  Uisfol- 
s£SS8  ne  he  xiai  sorwfol  to  him;   and 

M5  therfor  he  wol  channge  hisxnaneres,  and, 
for  he  dredoth  to  lese  his  forttme,  he  for- 
Uteth  his  -wikkednmse.  To  othre  folk  is 
weleiiihiesse  y-yevon  unworthily,  the 
whirho  overthroweth  hem  in-to  distruc- 

iyj  doon  that  they  han  deserved.  And  to  som 
othre  folk  is  yeven  power  to  jmnisshen, 
lor  that  it  shal  be  cause  of  continuO' 
cioum  and  exercysinge  to  gode  folk  and 
cause  of  tozment  to  shrewes.     For  tfo  as 

.];5  ther  nis  non  alyaunoe  hy-twixe  gode  folk 
and  shrewes,  ne  shrewes  ne  mowen  nat 
aoorden  amonges  hem-«olf.  And  why 
nat?  For  shrewes  discorden  of  hem-self 
fay  hir  Tyces,  the  whiohe  vyces  al  to- 

.:'v  renden  hir  consciences ;  and  don  ofte 
tyme  thinges,  the  whiche  thinges,  whan 
they  han  don  hem,  they  demon  that  tho 
thinges  ne  sholden  nat  han  ben  don.  For 
which  thing  thilke  soverein  purveannoe 

5'>5  hath  maked  oite  tyme  fair  miranle ;  so 
that  shrewes  han  maked  shrewes  to  ben 
gode  men.  For  whan  that  som  shrewes 
seen  that  they  suffren  wrongfully  felonyes 
of  othre  shrewes,  they  wexen  esohaufed 

^70  in-to  hate  of  hem  that  anoyeden  hem,  and 
retomen  to  the  i^t  of  vertu,  whan  they 
studien  to  ben  unlyk  to  hem  that  they 
han  hated.  Certes,  only  this  is  the  diTjoie 
might,  to  the  whiche  might  yyelea  ben 
r^thanne  gode,  whan  it  useth  tho  yveles 
covenably,  and  draweth  out  the  effect  of 
any  gode;  as  who  <ey(A,  that  yvel  is  good 
mdfi  to  the  might  Cifgodj  for  the  might  of  god 
ordejfneth  thiUce  yvel  to  good.        For  oon 

$.'oordre  emhraseth  alio  thinges,  so  that 
what  wight  that  departeth  fro  theresoun 
of  thilke  ordre  which  that  is  assigned  to 
him,  algates  yit  he  slydeth  in-to  another 
ordre,  so  that  no-thing  nis  lerefulto  folye 

:<^  in  the  reame  of  the  divyne  purviaunce ; 
at  who  aeyth,  nothing  nit  wUh^outen  ordi* 
naunee  in  Oie  reame  <^  the  divyne  pur- 
tiaunee;  sin  that  the  right  stronge  god 
govemeih  alle  thinges  in  this  world.    For 

190  it  nis  nat  levefcd  to  man  to  oompre- 
henden  hy  wit,  ne  unfolden  byword,  alle 
the  sabtil  ordinannoes  and  dispoeiciouns 


of  the  divyne  entente.  For  only  it  oughte 
suffise  to  han  loked,  tliat  god  him-self, 
maker  of  alle  natures,  ordeineth  and  395 
dresseth  alle  thinges  to  gode  ;  whyl  that 
he  hasteth  to  with-holden  the  thinges 
that  he  hath  maked  in-to  his  semblaunce, 
that  it  to  teyny  for  to  toithrholden  thinges 
in4o  good^  for  he  him^-telf  it  good^  he  400 
chaseth  out  al  yvel  fro  the  boundes  of  his 
comxmalitee  by  the  ordre  of  neoessitee 
destinable.  For  which  it  folweth,  that 
yif  thou  loke  the  purviaunce  ordeininge 
the  thinges  that  men  wenen  ben  out-  405 
rageous  or  haboundant  in  erthes,  thou  ne 
shalt  not  seen  in  no  place  no-thing  of 
yvel.  But  I  see  now  that  thou  art 
charged  with  the  weighto  of  the  ques- 
tioun,  and  wery  with  the  lengthe  of  my  410 
resoun ;  and  that  thou  aby dest  som  sweet- 
nesseofsonge.  Tak  thanne  this  draught ; 
and  whan  thou  art  wel  refiresshed  and 
refect,  thou  shal  be  more  stedefast  to  stye 
in-to  heyere  questiouns.  415 

MxTRX  VI,  •  Si  uit  celsi  iura  tonanttt. 

If  thou,  wys,  wilt  demen  in  thy  pure 
thought  the  rightes  or  the  lawes  of  the 
heye  thonderer,  that  is  to  seyn,  ofgod^  loke 
thou  and  bihold  the  heightes  of  the 
soverein  hevene.  There  kepen  the  sterres,  5 
by  rightful  alliaunce  of  thinges,  hir  olde 
pees.  The  sonne,  y-moeved  by  his  rody 
fyr,  ne  distorbeth  nat  the  colde  cercle  of 
the  mono.  Ne  the  sterre  y-oleped  Hhe 
Bere,'  that  endyneth  his  ravisshinge  10 
courses  abouten  the  soverein  heighte  of 
the  worlde,  ne  the  same  sterre  Ursa  nis 
never-mo  wasshen  in  the  depe  westrene 
see,  ne  coveiteth  nat  to  deyen  his  flaumbes 
in  the  see  of  the  occian,  al-thogh  he  see  15 
othre  sterres  y-plounged  in  the  see.  And 
Hesperus  the  tterre  bodeth  and  telleth 
alweythe  late  nightes;  and  Lucifer  ihe 
tterre  bringeth  ayein  the  dere  day.  And 
thus  maketh  Love  entrechaungeable  the  30 
perdurable  oourses ;  and  thus  is  discord- 
able  bataile  y-put  out  of  the  contree  of 
the  sterres.  This  acordaunce  atempreth 
by  evenelyk  maneres  the  elements,  that 
the  moiste  thinges,  stryvinge  with  the  2$ 
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drye  thinges,  yeven  place  l^  stoimdes; 
and  the  oolde  thinges  jojnen  hem  by 
feyth  to  the  hote  thingee ;  and  that  the 
lighte  fyr  aryseth  in-to  heighte ;  and  the 

30  hevy  erthea  avalen  by  hir  weightes.  By 
thue  same  cauBes  the  floury  yeer  yildeth 
Bwote  smellee  in  the  Ante  Bomer-eesonn 
warminge;  and  the  hote  Bomer  diyeth 
the  comes ;  and  antampne  comth  ayein, 

35  hevy  o£  apples ;  and  the  fletinge  reyn 
bideweth  the  winter.  This  atemprannce 
norisaheth  and  bringeth  forth  al  thing 
that  fbretheth  lyf  in  this  world;  and 
thilke  same  atemprannce,    ravisshinge, 

40  hydeth  and  binimeth,  and  drenoheth 
nnder  the  laste  deeth,  alle  thinges  y-bom. 
Amonges  thise  thinges  sitteth  the  heye 
maker,  king  and  lord,  welle  and  begin- 
ninge,  lawe  and  wys  jnge,  to  don  eqoitee ; 

45  and  govemeth  and  endyneth  the  brydles 
of  thinges.  And  tho  thinges  that  he 
stereth  to  gon  by  moevinge,  he  with- 
drawGth  and  aresteth ;  and  affermeth  the 
moevable  or  wandringe  thinges.     For  jrif 

5i>  that  he  ne  clepede  ayein  the  right  goinge 
of  thinges,  and  yif  that  he  ne  con- 
streinede  hem  nat  efb-sones  in-to  round- 
nesses enclynede,  the  thinges  that  ben 
now  continued  liy  stable  ordinaunoe,  they 

55  sholden  dei>artcn  from  hir  welle,  tJuU  is  to 
wy»i  from  hir  biginninge^  and  faylen,  that 
is  to  teyit,  tome  in4o  nought  This  is 
tho  comune  Love  to  alle  thinges  ;  and  alle 
thinges  axen  to  ben  holden  by  the  fyn  of 

60  good.  For  elles  ne  mighten  they  nat 
lasten  ;  yif  they  ne  come  nat  eft-sones 
ayein,  by  Love  retomed,  to  the  cause  that 
hath  yeven  hem  beinge,  that  i»  to  eeyn^  to 
god. 

pRosx  VIL    lamne  igitur  uidet. 

Seestow  nat  thanne  what  thin^  folweth 
alle  the  thinges  that  I  have  seydP ' 
Boece,  *  What  thing?'  quod  L 

*  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  al-outrely,  that  alle 
5  fortune  is  good.'         *  And  how  may  that 

be  ?  •  quod  L 

*  Now  understand, '  quod  she,  *  so  as  alle 
fortune,  whether  so  it  be  joyeful  fortune 
or  aspre  fortune,  is  yeven  either  by  cause 


of  guerdoning  or  eUss  of  ezercysinge  of  10 
good  folk,  or  eiles  by  oaose  to  punissfaen 
or  elles  ohastysen  shrewes ;  thanne  is  alle 
fortune  good,  the  whiche  fbrtnne  is  oer- 
tein  that  it  be  either  rig^tftd  or  elles 
profltabla'         ^Forsothe,  this  is  a  fnl  15 
verray  reaoon,' quod  I ;  *and  yif  I  con- 
sider the  purviannce  and  the  destinee 
that  thou  taughtest  me  a  Ittel  heap-bifom, 
this  sentence  is  sustened  by  stedefast 
resouns.     But  yif  it  lyke  unto  thee,  lat  us  2<  > 
nonmbren  hem  amonges  thilke  thinges, 
of  whiche  thou  seydest  a  litel  hex^bifom, 
that  they  ne  were  nat  able  to  ben  wened 
to  the  poeple.' 

*  Why  so?  *  quod  she.        *  For  that  the  25 
comune  word  of  men,'  quod  I,  *  misuseth 
this  numer  speche  offortunej  and  seyn  ofte 
tymes  that  the  fortune  of  som  wight  is 
wikkede.' 

*Wiltow  thanne,'  quod  she,   *that   I  3*. 
aproohe  a  litel  to  the  wordes  of  the  poeple, 
so  that  it  seme  nat  to  hem  that  I  be  over- 
moche  departed  as  fro  the  usage  of  man- 
kinde  ? '        *  As  thou  wolt,'  quod  L 

'Demestow  nat,'  quod  she,   *that  al  35 
thing  that  profiteth  is  good?'        *Tis,' 
quod  1. 

*And  certes,  thilke  thin^  that  ezer- 
cyseth  or  oorigeth,  profiteth  ? '  *  I  con- 
fesse  it  wel,'  quod  1.  40 

*  Thanne  is  it  good? 'quod  she.  ^Why 
nat  ? '  quod  L 

*  But  this  is  the  fortune,'  quod  she,  *  of 
hem  that  either  ben  put  in  vertn  and 
batailen  ayeins  aspre  thinges,  or  elles  of  45 
hem  that  esohuen  and  declynen  fro  vyces 
and  taken  the  wey  of  vertn.'  *"  This  ne 
may  I  nat  denye,'  quod  L 

'  But  what  seystow  of  the  mexy  fortune 
that  is  yeven  to  good  folk  in  gnerdoun  ?  50 
Demeth  aught  the  poeple  that  it  is  wik> 
ked?'  'Nay,  forsothe,'  quod  I;  'but 
they  demon,  as  it  sooth  is,  that  it  is  right 
good.' 

'  And  what  seystow  of  that  other  foi^  55 
tune,'  quod  she, '  that,  al-thogh  that  it  bo 
aspre,  and  restreineth  the  shrewes  by 
rightful  torment,  weneth  aught  the 
poeple  that  it  be  good  ?  '  '  Nay,'  quod 
I,  *  but  the  poeple  demeth  that  it  is  most  60 
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wrecched  of  alle  thinges  that  may  ben 
thoB^ht.* 

•War  now,  and  loke  wol,'  quod  she, 
*  hat  that  we,  in  folwinge  the  opinionn  of 

^ihe  poeple,  have  confessed  and  oondnded 
thin^  that  is  unable  to  be  wened  to  the 
poepie,*        » What  is  that,'  quod  I, 

*  Gertes,'  qnod  she,  *  it  folweth  or  oomth 
of  tfaingee  that  ben  grannted,  that  alle 

:o  forttine,  what-so-ever  it  be,  of  hem  that 
ben  either  in  posseflsioan  of  vertn,  or  in 
the  encres  of  vertn,  or  elles  in  the  pnr- 
rhasiiige  of  vertn,  that  thilke  fortune  is 
K<nod  ;  and  that  alle  fortune  is  right  wik- 

75  kede  to  hem  that  dwellen  in  shrewed- 
nesse ; '  tu  who  seifth,  and  thut  weneth  not 
(hepoepU.  *  That  is  sooth,'  quod  I,  '  al- 
be-it  80  that  no  man  dar  confesse  it  ne 
biknowen  it^' 

*o  *  Why  so? '  qnod  she ;  » for  right  as  the 
Btionge  man  ne  semeth  nat  to  abaissen  or 
disdaignen  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  hereth  the 
noise  of  the  bataile,  ne  also  it  ne  semeth 
nat,  to  the  wyse  man,  to  beren  it  gre- 

85  vonsly,  as  ofte  as  he  is  lad  in-to  the  stryf 
of  fortune.  For  bothe  to  that  oon  man 
and  eek  to  that  other  thilke  difficultee  is 
the  matere  ;  to  that  oon  man,  of  encres 
of  his    glorious    renoun,    and   to   that 

90  other  man,  to  oonfirme  his  sapience,  that 
U  to  teyn,  to  the  asprtinesae  of  hU  eatat. 
For  therfore  is  it  called  "vertu,"  for 
that  it  snsteneth  and  enforseth,  by  hise 
strengthes,  that  it  nis  nat  overcomen  by 

(.5  adversifcees.  Ne  certes,  thou  that  art  put 
in  the  encres  or  in  the  heighte  of  vertu, 
nipo  hast  nat  comen  to  fleten  with  delices, 
and  for  to  welken  in  bodily  luste ;  thou 
Fewest  or  plauntest  a  ful  egre  bataile  M 

»»« tiff  eorage  ayeins  every  fortune  :  for  that 
the  sorwfnl  fortune  ne  oonfounde  thee 
cat,  ne  that  the  merye  fortune  ne  co- 
rmnpe  thee  nat,  occupye  the  mene  by 
sterlffaAt  strengthes.  For  al  that  ever  is 
105  under  the  mene,  or  elles  al  that  over- 
pas»eth  the  mene,  despyseth  welefulnesse 
\/u  who  myth^  it  ia  vicioua\  and  ne  hath  no 
mede  of  his  travaile.  For  it  is  set  in  your 
hand  (a«  teho  aejfth^  it  lyOi  in  your  power) 
1 10  what  fcntune  yow  is  levest,  that  ia  to  aeyn^ 
good  or  yveL    For  aUe  fortune  that  semeth 


sharp  or  aspre,  yif  it  ne  exercyse  nat  the 
gods  folk  ne  chastyseth  the  wikked  folk,  it 
punissheth. 

MsTRX  VIL    Bella  hia  quinia  operatua 
annia. 

The  wreker  Attrides,  that  ia  to  aeyn, 
Agamenon,  that  wroughte  and  continuede 
the  batailes  by  ten  yeer,  recovered  and 
purgede  in  torekinge,  by  the  destruccioun 
of  TroyOi  the  loste  chanmbres  of  manage  5 
of  his  brother;  thia  ia  to  aeyn,  that  A«, 
Agamenon,  wan  ayein  Eleyne,  that  icaa 
Menelaua  wyf  hia  brother.  In  the  mene 
whyle  that  thilke  Agamenon  desirede  to 
yeven  sayles  to  the  Qrekissh  navye,  and  10 
boughte  ayein  the  windes  by  blood,  he 
unclothede  him  of  pitee  of  fader ;  and  the 
sory  preest  yiveth  in  sacrifyinge  the 
wreoched  cuttinge  of  throte  of  the  dough- 
ter;  that  ia  to  aeyn,  that  Agamenon  let  15 
cutten  the  throte  of  hia  daughter  by  th*- 
preeat,  to  maken  aUyaunce  with  hia  goddea, 
and  for  to  han  wind  with  whiche  he  mighte 
wenden  to  Troye.  Itacus,  that  ia  to  aeyn, 
Ulixea,  biwepte  his  felawes  y-lom,  the  30 
whiche  felawes  the  ferse  Poliphemus,  lig- 
ginge  in  his  grete  cave,  hadde  freten  and 
dreynt  in  his  empty  wombe.  But  nathe- 
les  Poliphemus,  wood  for  his  blinde  visage, 
yald  to  Ulixes  joye  by  his  sorwful  teres ;  25 
that  ia  to  aeyn,  that  UUxea  amoot  out  the 
eye  ofPoliphemua  that  stood  in  hia  forehed, 
for  which  Ulixea  hadde  joye,  whan  he  aay 
Poliphemua  wepinge  and  blinde.  Her- 
cules is  celebrable  for  his  harde  travailes ;  $0 
he  dauntede  the  proude  Centaures,  half 
hora,  half  man;  and  he  birafte  the  di- 
spoylinge  fro  the  cruel  lyoun,  that  ia  to 
aeyn,  he  alowh  the  lyoun  and  rafte  him  hia 
akin.  He  smoot  the  briddes  that  highten  55 
^T^l^withcerteinarwes.  Heravisshede 
apples  fro  the  wakinge  dragonn,  and  his 
hand  was  the  more  hevy  for  the  goldene 
metal.  He  drow  Cerberus,  t?ie  hound  of 
helle,  by  his  treble  che3me.  He,  over-  40 
comer,  as  it  is  seyd,  hath  put  an  unmeke 
lord  foddre  to  his  cruel  hors ;  thia  ia  to 
aeyn,  that  Hereulea  alowh  Diomedea,  and 
made  hia  hora  to  freien  him.    And  he, 
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45  Heroules,  slowh  Ydra  th^  serpent,  and 
brende  the  venixn.  And  Achelotis  the 
flood,  defooled  in  bin  forhed,  dreynto  hiB 
Bliamefast  visa^  in  his  strondes ;  thie  is 
to  seyn^  that  Achelotts  amde  transfigure 

50  himself  ifi'to  dy verse  lyknesses;  and,  as  he 
f aught  with  Hercules,  at  the  lasts  he  tomede 
Jiim  in-4o  a  bole ;  and,  Hercules  brak  ofoon 
of  his  homes,  and  he,  for  shams,  hidde  him 
in  his  river.     And   he,  Hercules,  caste 

55  adonn  Anthens  the  gyannt  in  the 
strondes  of  Libie;  and  Gacns  api^sede 
the  wratthes  of  Evander ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
that  Hercules  siowh  the  monstre  Cacus,  and 
apaysede  with  that  deeth  the  toratlhs  of 

60  Evander.  And  the  bristlede  boor  markede 
with  soomes  the  shnldres  of  Hercules,  the 


whiche  shnldres  the  heje  cercle  of  hevene 
sholde  thriste.     And  the  laste  of  his  la- 
bours was,  that  he  sustonod  the  hevene 
up-on  his  nekke  unbowed ;  and  he  de-  (>5 
servede  efb-sones  the  hevene,  to  ben  th^ 
prys  of  his  laste  travaile.        Gk>th  now 
thanne,  ye  stronge  men,  ther-as  the  heye 
weyof  the  grete  ensaumple  ledeth  yow. 
O  nyce  men,  why  nake  yc  youre  bakkes  ?  70 
As  who  seyth :  Oye  slows  and  delicat  men. 
why  flee  ye  adversiiess,  and  ne  flghten  nat 
ayeins  hsm  by  vertu,  to  toinnen  the  mede  of 
the  hevene  9    For  the  erthe,  overoomen, 
yeveththesterres';  this  is  to  seyn,  that,  ys 
whan  that  erthdy  lutt  is  overcomen,  a  man 
is  maksd  worthy  to  the  hevene. 


BOOK    V. 


Prosx  L 


Disoerat,  orationisque 
cursum. 


She  hadde  seyd,  and  tomed  the  cours 
of  hir  resoun  to  some  othre  thinges  to  ben 
treted  and  to  ben  y-sped.  Thanne  seyde 
I,  'Ccrtes,  rightful  is  thyn  amonestinge 

5  and  ful  digne  by  auctoritee.  But  that 
thou  seidost  whylom,  that  the  questioun 
of  the  divyne  purviaunce  is  enlaced  with 
many  other  questiouns,  I  understonde 
wel  and  proeve  it  by  the  same  thing.  But 

10  I  axe  yif  that  thou  wcnest  that  hap  be 
any  thing  in  any  woys ;  and,  jrif  thou 
wenest  that  hap  be  anything,  what  is 
it?' 

Thanne  quod  she,  '  I  haste  me  to  yilden 

15  and  assoilon  to  thee  the  dette  of  my 
bihest,  and  to  showen  and  opnen  the  wey, 
by  which  wey  thou  mayst  come  ayein  to 
thy  contree.  But  al-be-it  so  that  the 
thingos  which  that  thou  axest  ben  right 

20  profitable  to  knowe,  yit  ben  they  diverse 
somwhat  fro  the  path  of  my  purpos ;  and 
it  is  to  douten  that  thou  ne  be  maked 
wery  by  mis-weyes,  so  that  thou  ne  mayst 
nat  suffyce  to  mesuren  the  right  wey.' 

2S  '  Ne  doute  thee  ther-of  nothing,'  quod  L 


'For,  for  to  knowen  thilke  thinges  to- 
gedere,  in  the  whiche  thinges  I  delytemc 
greetly,  that  shal  ben  to  me  in  stede  of 
reste;  sin  it  is  nat  to  douten  of  the 
thinges  folwingo,  whan  every  syde  of  thy  3*> 
disputacioun  shal  han  be  stedefast  to  mo 
by  undoutous  feith.' 

Thanne  seyde  she,  'That  manere  wcil 
I  don  thee ' ;  and  bigan  to  speken  ri^ht 
thus.  '  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  jrif  any  wi^ht  35 
diffinisshe  hap  in  this  manere,  that  is  to 
se3m,  that  "  hap  is  bitydinge  y-brought 
forth  by  foolish  moe\^ge  and  by  no 
knettinge  of  causes,"  I  conforme  that  hap 
nis  right  naught  in  no  wyse ;  and  I  demc  4*' 
al-outrely  that  hap  nis,  ne  dwelleth  but 
a  voice,  as  who  seith,  but  an  ydel  word. 
with-outexi  any  significacioun  of  thin^ 
submitted  to  that  vois.  For  what  plAc« 
mighte  ben  left,  or  dwellinge,  to  folye  4^<; 
and  to  disordenaunce,  sin  that  god  ledeth 
and  constreineth  alle  thinges  by  ordrrt  ? 
For  this  sentence  is  verray  and  sooth. 
that  ''nothing  ne  hath  his  beinge  of 
naught " ;  to  the  whiche  sentence  none  50 
of  thise  olde  folk  ne  withseyde  never ; 
al-be-it  so  that  they  ne  undorstoden  ne 
meneden  it  naught  by  god,  prince  and 
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bogmnere  of  werkinge,  but  they  oasten 

55  [it]  aa  a  xnanere  fonndement  of  subject 
material,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  the  nature  of 
aUe  Teoonn.  And  yif  that  any  thing  is 
vozen  or  ooznen  of  no  cauaeSf  than  shal  it 
seme  that  thilke  Uiing  is  oomen  or  -woxen 

t>j  of  naught ;  but  yif  this  ne  may  nat  ben 
don,  thanne  is  it  nat  possible,  that  hap 
be  any  swich  thing  as  I  have  diffinisshed 
a  litel  heex^bifom.'  ^How  shal  it 
thanne  be  ?  *  quod  L     '  Nis  ther  thanne 

65  no>thin^  that  by  right  may  be  cleped 
either  '^  hap  "  or  elles  *'  aventure  of  for- 
tune ** ;  or  is  ther  aught,  al-be-it  so  that 
it  is  hid  fro  the  peple,  to  which  these 
wordes  ben  oovenable  ?  * 

70      ']£yn  Aristotulis,'  quod  she,    'in  the 

book  of  his  Phisik,  diffinissheth  this  thing 

by  short  reeoun,  and  neigh  to  the  sothe.' 

^  In  which  manere?  '  quod  L 

*  As  ofte,*  quod  she,  *  as  men  doon  any 

75  thin^  for  graoe  of  any  other  thing,  and 
an-other  thing  than  thilke  thing  that 
entenden  to  don  bitydeth  by  some 
it  is  cleped  ''hap."  Bight  as 
a  maxL  dalf  the  erthe  by  cause  of  tilyinge 

80  of  the  feeld,  and  founde  ther  a  gobet  of 
gold  bidolven,  thanne  wenen  folk  that  it 
is  biBftlle  l^  fortunous  bitydinge.  But, 
for  aothe,  it  nis  nat  of  naught,  for  it  hath 
his  propre  causes ;  of  whiche  causes  the 

^  coars  nnforesejoi  and  unwar  semeth  to 
han  maked  hap.  For  yif  the  tilyere  of 
the  fiald  ne  dolve  nat  in  the  erthe,  and  yif 
the  hyder  of  the  gold  ne  hadde  hid  the 
gold  in  tbUke  place,  the  gold  ne  hadde 

(^>  nat  been  founde.  Thise  ben  thanne  the 
cauaes  of  the  abregginge  of  fortuit  hap, 
the  which  abregginge  of  fortuit  hap 
oomth  of  causes  encountringe  and  flow- 
inge  to-gidere  to  hem-self,  and  nat  by  the 

^  entendoon  of  the  doer.  For  neither  the 
hyder  of  the  gold  ne  the  delver  of  the 
£aeld  ne  nnderstoden  nat  that  the  gold 
sholde  han  ben  founde ;  but,  as  I  sayde, 
it  bitidde  and  ran  to-gidere  that  he  dalf 
ioo  ther-aa  that  other  hadde  hid  the  gold. 
Now  may  I  thus  diffinisshe  "  hap."  Hap 
is  an  unwar  bitydinge  of  causes  assem- 
bled in  thinges  that  ben  don  for  som 
other  thing.  But  thilke  ordre,  procedinge 


by  an  uneschuablo  bindingo  to-gidere,  u>5 
which  that  desoendeth  fro  thewelle  of 
purviaunce  that  ordeineth  alle  thinges  in 
hir  places  and  in  hir  tymes,  maketh  that 
the  causes  rennen  and  assemblen  to- 
gidere.  no 


MxTBs  I.    Supia  AcTiemenie  tcop^lia^ 
ubi  uersa  aequentum, 

Tigris  and  Eufrates  •  resolven  and 
springen  of  00  welle,  in  the  cragges  of  the 
roche  of  the  contree  of  Achemenie,  ther-as 
the  fleinge  bataile  ficcheth  hir  dartes, 
retomed  in  the  brestes  of  hem  that  fol-  5 
wen  hem.  And  sone  after  tho  samo 
riveres,  Tigris  and  Eufrates,  unjoinen  and 
departen  hir  wateres.  And  yif  they 
comen  to-gideres,  and  ben  assembled  and 
cleped  to-gidere  into  o  cours,  thanne  10 
moten  thilke  thinges  fleten  to-gidere 
which  that  the  water  of  the  entre- 
chaunginge  flood  bringeth.  The  shippes 
and  the  stokkes  arraced  with  the  flood 
moten  assemblen ;  and  the  wateres  y-  15 
medled  wrappeth  or  implyeth  many  for- 
tunel  happes  or  maneres;  the  whiche 
wandringe  happes,  natheles,  thilke  de- 
dyninge  lownesse  of  the  erthe  and  the 
flowinge  ordre  of  the  slydinge  water  ao 
govemeth.  Right  so  Fortune,  that  semeth 
as  that  it  fleteth  with  sliced  or  un- 
govemede  brydles,  it  suifereth  brydles, 
tJuU  ig  to  aeyn^  to  he  governed^  and  passeth 
by  thilke  lawe,  thai  is  to  seyn,  by  thilke  35 
divyne  ordenaunce,* 


Prosx  II.    AfdmaduertOy  inquam, 

'  This  understonde  I  wel,'  quod  I,  '  and 
I  acorde  wel  that  it  is  right  as  thou 
seyst.  But  I  axe  yif  ther  be  any  libertee 
of  free  wil  in  this  ordre  of  causes  that 
dyven  thus  to-gi4ere  in  hem-self ;  or  5 
elles  I  wolde  witen  yif  that  the  destinal 
cheyne  constreineth  the  movinges  of  the 
corages  of  men  ? ' 

'Yis,*  quod  she;   'ther  is  libertee  of 
free  wil.      Ne  ther  ne  was   nevere  no  10 
nature  of  resoun  that  it  ne  hadde  libertee 
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of  free  wiL  For  every  thing  tkat  may 
natnrely  vmen.  reioan,  it  hath  doom  by 
which  it  deoemeth  and  demeth  every 

15  thing  i  thanne  knoweth  it,  hy  it-eelf, 
thinges  that  ben  to  fleen  and  thingee 
that  ben  to  desiren.  And  thilke  thing 
that  any  wight  demeth  to  ben  deeired, 
that  axeth  or  desireth  he;  and  fleeth 

20  thilke  thing  that  he  troweth  ben  to  fleen. 
Wherfore  in  alle  thinges  that  resonn  is, 
in  hem  also  is  libertee  <Mf  wUlinge  and  of 
nillinge.  Bat  I  ne  ordeyne  nat,  as  toho 
9ej/thj  I  na  graunte  nat^  that  this  libertee 

35  be  evene*lyk  in  aUe  thinges.  Forwhy  in 
the  sovereines  devynes  sabstannces,  ihalt 
U  to  aetfnt  in  tpiriia,  jngement  is  more 
oleer,  and  wil  nat  y-ooromped,  and  might 
redy  to  speden  thinges  that  ben  desired. 

50  Bat  the  sooles  of  men  moten  nedes  be 
more  free  whan  they  loken  hem  in  the 
specolaoioon  or  lokinge  of  the  deyyne 
thought',  and  lasse  free  whan  they  slyden 
in-to  the  bodies ;  and  yit  lasse  free  whan 

35  they  ben  gadered  to-gidere  and  compre- 
hended in  erthely  membres.  Bat  the 
laste  servage  is  whan  that  they  ben  yeven 
to  vyces,  and  han  y-falle  from  the  pos- 
sessioun  of  hir  propre  resoon.    For  after 

40  that  they  han  cast  awey  hir  eyen  fro  the 
light  of  the  sovereyn  soothfastnesse  to 
lowe  thinges  and  derke,  anon  they  derken 
by  the  cloade  of  ignoraonce  and  ben 
troabled    by   felonoos    talents;    to   the 

45  whiche  talents  whan  th^  aprochen  and 
asenten,  they  hepen  and  encresen  the 
servage  which  they  han  joyned  to  hem- 
self ;  and  in  this  manere  thoy  ben  caitifs 
fro  hir   propre    libertee.      The   whiche 

50  thinges,  nathelesse,  the  lokinge  of  the 
devyne  porviaonce  seeth,  that  alle  thinges 
biholdeth  and  seeth  tto  eteme,  and  or- 
deineth  hem  everioh  in  hir  merites  as 
they  ben  prodestinat :  and  U  is  myd  in 

55  Ormky  that  "alle  thinges  he  seeth  and 
alle  thinges  he  hereth,'* 

Msxax  n.    Pwro  datum  lunUne  Phebum, 

Homer  with  the  hony  month,  that  ia  to 
myn,  Bomer  toith  the  tweU  diteea^  singeth, 
that  the  Sonne  is  clear  by  pore  light ; 


natheles  yit  ne  may  it  nat,  by  the  inilrme 
light  of  his  hemes,  hreken  or  pensen  the  5 
inwards  entndles  of  the  erthe,  or  elles  of 
the  see.    So  ne  seeth  na*  god,  maker  of 
the  grete  world  :  to  him,  that  loketh  alle 
thinges  f^m  an  heigh,  ne  withstondeth 
nat  no  thinges  by  hevinesM  of  erthe ;  ne  to 
the  night  ne  withstondeth  nai  to  him  by 
the  blake  olondes.    TkOke  god  seeth,  in 
00  strok  of  thought,  alle  thinges  that  ben, 
or  weren,  or  sholle  oomen;  and  tMUa 
god,  tor  he  loketh  and  seeth  alle  thinges  15 
alone,  then  mayst  s^yn  that  he  is  the 
verray  Sonne.' 


Paosa  ITL    TSm  ego,  en,  inquam, 

Thanne  seyde  I,  ^nowam  I  oonfbonded 
by  a  more  hard  donte  than  I  was.' 

*  What  donte  is  that  ?' qnodshei  *For 
eertes,  I  oo]\)eote  now  by  whiohe  thinges 
thon  art  troubled.'  5 

*  It  semeth,'  quod  I,  *  to  repugnen  and 
to  oontrarien  greetly,  that  god  knoweth 
bifom  alle  thinges,  and  that  ther  is  any 
fireedom  of  libertee  For  yif  so  be  that 
god  loketh  alle  thinges  bifom,  ne  god  ne  10 
may  nat  ben  desseived  in  no  manere, 
than  mot  it  nedes  been,  that  alle  thinges 
bityden  the  whiohe  that  the  pnrviannoe 
of  god  hath  seyn  Ufom  to  oomen.  For 
which,  yif  that  god  knoweth  bifom  nai  15 
only  the  werkes  of  men,  but  also  hir 
oonseiles  and  hirwiUes,  thanne  ne  shal 
ther  be  no  libertee  of  arbitre ;  ne,  eertes, 
ther  ne  may  be  noon  other  dede,  ne  no 
wil,  but  thilke  which  that  the  divyne  jo 
imrviannoe,  that  may  nat  ben  desnived, 
hath  feled  bifom.  For  yif  that  they 
mighton  wrythen  awey  in  othre  manere 
than  they  ben  purr^yed,  than  sholde  ther 
be  no  stedefast  prescience  of  thing  to  J5 
comen,  but  rather  an  unoertein  opinionn ; 
the  whiche  thing  to  trowen  of  god,  I  deme 

it  felonye  and  unlevefii].  Ne  I  ne  proeve 
nat  thilke  same  resoon,  at  who  eeifth,  I  ne 
alotpe  not,  or  I  ne  pregee  nai,  thilke  mme  50 
reeonnj  by  which  that  som  men  wenen 
that  they  mowen  ass^ilen  and  nnknitten 
the  knotto  of  this  qnestioian.  For,  oertes. 
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th^  miyn  tliAi  thing  nis  nat  to  comen 

15  for  that  tLe  parviannoe  of  god  hath  aeyn 

it  MfoRk  that  is  to  oomen,  but  x«th«r  ^e 

cortraxTte,  andthaiUikUt  that,  for  that 

the  thing  is  to  oomen,  thexforo  ne  inay  it 

nat  ben  hid  £ro  the  imrvi^unce  of  god ; 

40  and  in  this  maneie  this  neoessitee  slydeth 

ttjein  in^to  the  oontnurjre  partye :  ne  it 

ne  Mhoreth  nat,  nedes,  that  thinges  bi- 

tyden  that  ben  ported,  bat  it  bihoveth, 

nedes,  that  thinges  that  ben  to  oomen 

45  ben  y-purveyed :  bat  as  it  ^weze  y-travailed, 

«0  tflJho  seifthf  thai  thUke  tmtwen  proeedsth 

fight  a§  ihojgih  mm  travaOeden,  or  tosnsn 

Uqr  to  anQuemi,  the  whiohe  thing  is  oause 

of  the  whiohe  thing : — es,  whether  the 

50  preseienoe  is  oanie  of  the  neoessitee  of 

thinges   to   oomen,    or  elles   that    the 

neeesritee  of  thinges  to  oomen  is  caose 

of  the  porriannoe.    But  I  ne  enforce  me 

nat  now  to  shewen  it,  that  the  bitydinge 

55  of  thinges  y-wist  bifom  is  neoesnzie,  how 

so  <»■  in  what  manere  that  the  ordre  of 

eauns  hath  it-self;  al-thogh  that  it  ne 

snne  nat  that  the  presoienoe  bringe  in 

mwiBSsiliiii   of  bitydinge   to  thinges  to 

60  oomon.     ]?or  certes,  yif  that  any  wight 

sitteth,  it  bihoveth  by  neoessitee  that  the 

opinivnn  be  sooth  <Mf  him  that  oonjeoteth 

that  he  sitteth ;  and  ayeinward  also  is  it 

of  the  oofntrarye ;  yif  the  opinionn  be 

65  SDOth  of  any  wight  for  that  he  sitteth, 

it  fafhoreth  by  neoessitee  that  he  sitte. 

Tfaanne  is  heer  neoessitee  in  that  oon 

snd  in  that  other :  for  in  that  oon  is 

nw^issitoe  of  sittings,  and,  oertes,  in  that 

70  other  is  neoessitee  of  sooth.   Bnttherfore 

ne   sittetb   nat  a  wight,  for  that  the 

optnlonn  of  the  sittinge  is  sooth  ;  bat  the 

opinionn  is  rather  sooth,  for  that  a  wight 

■Ettetb  bifom.    And  thus,  al-thogh  that 

:5thd  eanse  of  the  sooth  oometh  of  that 

other  ^fde  (as  mjho  96yth,  iJtat  al-lhogh  ths 

caum  €(fm)Olk  comlk  of  the  tUtlng^  and  nat 

0/  the  irewe  ophdoun)y  algates  yit  is  ther 

oomnne  neoessitee  in  that  oon  and  in 

80  that  other.     Thus  sheweth  it,  that  I  may 

make  semblable  skiles  of  the  pnrviaance 

of  god  and  of  thinges  to  eomen.    For 

altho^  that,  for  that  thinges  ben  to 

comen,  ther>fore  ben  they  porveyed,  nat, 


oertes,  for  that  they  ben  porveyed,  ther-  85 
fore  ne  bityde  they  nat.    Tit  natheles, 
bihoyeth  it  hy  neoessitee,  that  either  the 
thinges  to  oomen  ben  y-porreyed  of  god, 
or  elles  that  the  thinges  that  ben  par- 
T^ed  of  god  bityden.     And  this  thing  90 
only  saffiseth  y-nongh  to  destroyen  the 
freedom  of  oare  arbitre,  that  ia  to  seyn,  €(/ 
oure  fnt  wtt.    Bat  now,  oertes,  $heioeth  U 
wel,  Jtow  J^  fro  ihi  wa^ihA  and  how  np-so- 
doon  is  this  thing  that  we  seyn,  that  the  95 
bitydinge  of  temporel  thinges  is  canse  of 
the  eteme  prescience.    Bat  for  to  wenen 
that  god  pnrvyeth  the  thinges  to  comen 
for  they  ben  to  oomen,  what  other  thing 
is  it  bat  for  to  wene  that  thilke  thinges  ido 
that  bitidden  whylom  ben  caoses  of  thilke 
soverein  porvyannce  ihat  it  <n  godf    And 
heivto  I  adde  yU  tM$  ihinff     that,  right 
as  whan  that  I  wot  that  a  thing  is,  it 
bihoveth  by  neoessitee  that  thilke  selve  105 
thing  be ;  and  eek,  whan  I  have  knowe 
that  any  thing  shal  bityden,  so  byhoveth 
it  by  neoessitee  that  thilke  thing  bityde : 
— so  folweth  it  thanne,  that  the  bitjrdinge 
of  the  thing  y-wist  bifom  ne  may  nat  no 
ben  esohaed.    And  at  the  lasts,  yif  that 
any  wight  wene  a  thing  to  ben  other 
weyes  thanno  it  is,  it  is  nat  only  nn-^ 
science,  bat  it  is  deoeivable  opinionn  fol 
diverse  and  fer  firo  the  sothe  of  science.  115 
Wherfore,  yif  any  thing  be  so  to  comen, 
that  the  bitjrdinge  of  hit  ne  be  nat  oer- 
tein  ne  neoessarie,  who  may  weten  bifom 
that  thilke  thing  is  to  comen  ?  For  right 
as  science  ne  may  nat  ben  medled  with  lao 
iklsnesse  (at  vho  leytA,  ihat  yif  I  toot 
a  thing,  it  ne  may  nat  be  falas  that  I  ne  tcot 
ttX  right  so  thilke  thing  that  is  conceived 
by  science  ne  msy  nat  ben  non  other 
weys  than  as  it  is  conceived.    For  that  is  125 
the  caose  why  that  science  wanteth  lesing 
(OS  who  eeyth,  why  that  wiHnge  ne  receiveth 
nat  letinge  of  that  it  wot) ;  for  it  bihoveth, 
hy  neoessitee,  that  every  thing  be  right 
as  science  comprehendeth  it  to  be.  What  130 
shal  I  thanne  seyn  f    In  whiohe  manere 
knoweth  god  bifom  the  thinges  to  comen, 
yif  they  ne  be  nat  certein  ?    For  yif  that 
he  dome  that  they  ben  to  oomen  an- 
eschewably,  and  so  may  be  that  it  is  135 
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possible  that  they  ne  shollen  nat  comen, 
god  is  deceived.  But  nat  only  to  trowen 
that  god  is  dooelyed,  but  for  to  speke  it 
with  mouth,  it  is  a  felonoos  sinne.     Bnt 

140  yif  that  god  wot  that,  right  so  as  thiogos 
ben  to  comen,  so  shnllen  they  comen — so 
that  he  wite  ega3y,  cm  who  teythy  indiff'er' 
erUly^  that  thinges  mowen  ben  doon  or 
ellea  nat  y-doon — what  is  thilke  presoienoe 

145  that  ne  comprehendeth  no  certein  thing 
ne  stable?  Or  elles  what  difference  is 
ther  bitwise  the  prescience  and  thilke 
jape-worthy  divyninge  of  Tiresie  the 
divynour,  t?uU  teyde :  "  Al  that  I  seye," 

150  qnod  he,  "  either  it  shal  be,  or  elles  it 
no  shal  nat  be?"  Or  elles  how  mochel 
is  worth  the  devyne  prescience  more 
than  the  opinionn  of  mankinde,  yif  so  be 
that  it  demeth  the  thinges  nnoertein,  as 

155  men  doon ;  of  the  whiohe  domes  of  men 
the  bitydinge  nis  nat  oertein?  Bat  yif 
so  be  that  non  nnoertein  thing  ne  may 
ben  in  him  that  is  right  oertein  welle 
of  alle  thinges,  thanne  is  the  bitydinge 

'160  certein  of  thilke  thinges  whiche  he  hath 
wist  bifom  fermely  to  comen.  For  which 
it  folweth,  that  the  freedom  of  the  oon- 
seiles  and  of  the  werkes  of  mankind  nis 
non,  sin  that  the  thoght  <^  god,  that 

165  seeth  alle  thinges  without  errour  of  fals- 
nesse,  bindeth  and  constreineth  hem  to 
a  bitydinge  by  necesHtee.  And  yif  this 
thing  be  ones  y-graunted  and  received, 
that  ia  to  «0yn,  that  ther  nit  no  free  101  Ue, 

1 70  than  sheweth  it  wel,  how  greet  destmc- 
oioun  and  how  grete  damages  ther  folwen 
of  thinges  of  mankinde.  For  in  ydel  ben 
ther  thanne  purposed  and  bihight  medes 
to  gode  folk,  and  peynes  to  badde  folk, 
175  sin  that  no  moevinge  of  free  oorage 
voluntarie  ne  hath  nat  deserved  hem, 
thai  i8  to  J«yn,  neithgr  mede  ne  peyne ;  and 
it  sholde  seme  thanne,  that  thilke  thing 
is  alderworst,  which  that  is  now  demed 

r  180  for  aldermost  just  and  most  rightfVil,  that 
ia  to  seyn,  that  shrewes  ben  punisshed,  or 
elles  that  gode  folk  ben  y-gerdoned :  the 
whiche  folk,  sin  that  hir  propre  wil  ne 
sent  hem  nat  to  that  oon  ne  to  that 
185  other,  that  ia  to  seyn,  neither  to  gode  ne 
to  hctrm,  but  constreineth  hem  oertein 


necessitee  of  thii^es  to  oomen :   tiianne 
ne  shollen  ther  nevere  ben,  ne  nevere 
weren,  vyoe  ne  vertu,  bat  it  sholde  rather 
ben  confosionn  of  alle  desertes  medled  igt^ 
with-outen  disorecipun.   And  yit  ther  foU 
ioeth  an'Other  pneonoenient^  i-than  whiche 
ther  ne  may  ben  thoght  no  more  felonoos 
ne  more  wikke  ;  and  that  ia  thia :  that,  so 
as  the  ordre  of  thinges  is  y-led  and  comth  195 
of  the  pnrviaunce  of  god,  ne  that  no-thing 
nis  leveAil  to  the  conseiles  of  mankinde 
(09  %Dho  aeyth^  that  men  han  no  power  to 
doon  no-thing^  ne  wHne  no-thing\  than  fol> 
weth  it,  that  onre  vyoes  ben  referred  to  Joi 
the  maker  of  alle  good  (as  who  aeyth^  than 
folweth  itj  that  god  oughle  han  the  blame  <^f 
oure  vycea^  ain  he  eonatreineth  ua  by  neoea- 
aitee  to  doon  vycea),    Thanne  is  ther  no 
resoun  to  hopen  in  god,  ne  for  to  pzeyen  20s 
to  god ;  for  what  sholde  any  wight  hopen 
to  gody  or  why  sholde  he  preyen  to  god, 
sin  that  the  ordenaunoe  of  destinee,  which 
that  ne  may  nat  ben  indyned,  knitteth 
and  streineth  aUe  thinges  that  men  may  210 
desiren?    Thanne  sholde  ther  be  doon 
awey  thilke  only  allyaanoe  bitwixen  god 
and  men,  that  is  to  seyn,  to  hopen  and  to 
preyen.    But  by  the  piys  of  rightwisneBse 
and  of  verray  mekenesse  we  deserven  the  215 
gerdoun  of  the  divyne  grace,  which  that 
is  inestimable,  that  ia  to  aeyn,  that  it  ia  ao 
greet,  that  it  ne  may  nat  ben  /kil  y-preyaed. 
And  this  is  only  the  manere,  that  ia  to 
aeyn,    hope    and  preyerea,  for  which    it  2»* 
semeth  that  men  mowen  speke  with  god, 
and  by  resoun  of  supplioacioun  be  con* 
joined  to  thilke  oleemesse,  that  nis  nat 
aproohed  no  rather  or  that  men  beseken 
it  and  impetren  it.    And  yif  men  weno  22^ 
nat  that  hope  ne  preyeres  ne  han  no 
strengthes,  by  the  neoessitee  of  thinges 
to  oomen  y-reoeived,  what  thing  is  ther 
thanne  by  whiche  we  mowen  ben  con- 
joined  and   olyven   to    thilke  soverein.  2^> 
prince  of  thinges  ?  For  which  it  bihoveth, 
by  neoessitee,  that  the  linage  of  man- 
kinde, as  thou  songe  a  litel  her-bifom, 
be  departed  and  unjoined  ftom  his  welle, 
and  failen  of  hia  bigiamibage,  tha^  ia  to  2^% 
aeyn,  god. 
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MbtmsUL   Quenam  dUeors  federa  rerum. 

"What  disoordable  oaose  hath  to-rent 
and  onjoiiied  the  bindinge,  orihe  aUiaunee^ 
of  thingos,  that  i»  to  seyn^  the  eonjuncdoun 
of  god  and  man?  Whiche  god  hath 
5  eetaUisshed  so  greet  bataile  bitwixen 
thiae  two  eoothfiut  or  -verray  thingea, 
tkat  ig  to  aeyn,  tdtwixen  the  punriaunee  of 
god  and  free  teO,  that  they  ben  singnler 
and  defvyded,  ne  that  they  ne  wolen  nat 

10  be  medeled  ne  coapled  to^dere?  Bat 
ther  nia  no  disoord  to  the  vent^  thingea, 
bat  they  clyven,  certein,  alwey  to  hem- 
fleU  Bat  the  thought  of  man,  oonfoonded 
and  owrthzowen  by  the  dirke  mambres 

15  of  the  body,  ne  may  nat,  by  fyr  of  his 
detrked  looking^  ikal  it  to  eeyn,  by  the 
viffotir  of  hie  ineighte,  whyl  the  mmU  ie  in 
the  body,  knowe  the  thinne  subtil  knitt- 
ingeaofthingea.  Batwherfore  enohaufeth 

30  it  so,  by  so  greet  lore,  to  finden  thilke 
notes  of  sooth  y-eovered ;  that  ie  to  eeyn^ 
tOterJbre  enehavfeth  the  thoght  of  man  by 
90  greet  deeyr  to  knowen  thilke  not{flcacione 
that  ben  y-hid  under  the  cooertouree  of 

35  MOtfft  t  Wot  it  aught  thilke  thing  that  it, 
angniasmig,  desireth  to  knowe  ?  Ae  who 
teithj  nay;  for  no  man  travaOeth  for  to 
wUen  thingee  that  he  woL  And  iherfore 
the  teaete  aeith  thus :  bat  who  travaileth  to 

JO  -witen  thinges  y-knowe  ?  And  yif  that  he 
ne  knoweth  hem  nat,  what  seketh  thilke 
Uindethoght?  What  ia  he  that  desiieth 
any  things  of  which  he  wot  right  naught? 
Ae  icfto  MiO,  foho  90  detireth  any  thing, 

35  Mdea,  eomwhat  he  knoteeth  of  it;  or  eUee, 
he  ne  eoude  nai  desire  it  Or  who  may 
folwen  thinges  that  ne  ben  nat  y-wist? 
And  thogh  that  he  aeke  tho  thingee,  wher 
sfaal  he  finde  hem  ?    What  wight,  that  is 

40  al  onoonninge  and  ignoraunt,  may 
knowen  the  forme  that  is  y-founde  2  But 
whan  the  aoale  biholdeth  and  seeth  the 
heye  thoght,  that  ie  to  eeyn,  god,  than 
knoweth  it  to-gidere  the  somme  and  the 

45  itngulariteea,  that  ie  to  eeyn,  the  pHneiplee 
and  everich  by  hiit»-^elf.  But  now,  whyl 
the  soale  ia  hid  in  the  cloade  and  in  the 
derkenease  of  the  membres  of  the  body, 
it  ne  hath  nat  al  for-yeten  it-<elf,  bnt 


it  with-holdeth  the  somme  of  thinges,  50 
and  leseth  the  singularitees.     Thanne, 
who-so  that  seeketh  aoothnesae,  he  nis  in 
neither  nother  habite ;  for  he  noot  nat  al, 
ne  he  ne  hath  nat  al  foryeten :  but  yit 
him  remembreth  the  somme  of  thinges  55 
that  he  with-holdeth,  and  axeth  conseil, 
and  retreteth  deepliche  thinges  y-seyn 
bifom,  that  ie  to  eeyn,  the  grete  eomme  in 
hie  minde :  so  that  he  mowe  adden  the 
I>arties  that  he  hath  for-yeten  to  thilke  Oo 
that  he  hath  with-holden/ 

Pbosb  rv.   Turn  ilia :  Vetue,  inquit,  hee  est. 

Thanne  seide  she :  '  this  is,'  qaod  she, 
*  the  olde  question  of  the  porviaunce  of 
god;  and  Marcus  TuUius,  whan  he  de- 
Tyded  the  divynaciouns,  that  ie  to  eeyn,  in 
his  book  that  he  toroot  of  divynadoune,  he  5 
moeyede  gretly  this  qnestioun  ;  and  then 
thy-self  haa  y-sought  it  mochol,  and 
outrely,  and  longe ;  but  yit  ne  hath  it 
nat  ben  determined  ne  y-sped  fermely 
and  diligently  of  any  of  yow.  And  the  to 
cause  of  this  derkenesse  and  of  thia  diffi- 
onltee  ia,  for  that  the  moevinge  of  the 
resoun  of  mankinde  ne  may  nat  moeven 
to  {thcet  is  to  eeyn,  applyen  orjoinon  to)  the 
simplicitee  of  the  devyne  prescienoe ;  the  15 
whiche  simplicitee  of  the  devyne  preedence, 
yif  that  men  mighten  t-l>^T'^*>yi  it  in  any 
maner,  that  is  to seyn,  thatyifmen  mighten 
thinken  and  comprehenden  the  thinges  as 
god  seeth  hem,  thanne  ne  sholde  ther  20 
dwellen  outrely  no  doute :  the  whiche 
resoun  and  cause  ofdtfflcuUee  I  shal  aasaye 
at  the  laste  to  shewe  and  to  speden, 
whan  I  have  first  y-spended  and  answered 
to  tho  resouns  by  which  thou  art  y-  2$ 
moeved.  For  I  axe  why  thou  wenest  that 
thilke  resouns  of  hem  that  assoilen  this 
qnestioun  ne  ben  nat  speedful  y-nough 
ne  suifioient:  the  whiche  soludoun,  or 
the  whiche  resoun,  for  that  it  demeth  that  50 
the  prescienoe  nis  nat  cause  of  necessitee 
to  thinges  to  oomen,  than  ne  weneth  it 
nat  that  fi^edom  of  wil  be  destorbed  or 
y-let  by  prescienoe.  For  ne  drawestow 
nat  arguments  firom  elles-where  of  the  35 
necessitee  of  thinges  to-comen  (as  who 
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aeUK,  any  other  toey  than  thui)  bat  that 
thilke  thinges  that  the  preacienoe  wot 
bifom  ne  mowen  nat  unbityde?  HuU  U 
40  to  seyn^  that  they  moten  Jrityde.  Bat 
thazme,  yif  that  presoienoe  ne  patteth 
no  neoeesitee  to  thinges  to  comenf  as 
thoa  thy-4elf  hast  confessed  it  and  bi- 
knowen  a  litel  her-bifom,  what  cause  or 
45  what  is  it  (cw  who  eeUh^  ther  may  no  cattee 
be)  hy  which  that  the  endes  volontarie  of 
thinges  mighten  be  constreined  to  certein 
bitydinge  ?  For  by  grace  of  positioon,  so 
that  thoa  mowe  the  betere  onderstonde 
50  this  that  folweth,  I  poee,  per  impoeeSbUe^ 
that  ther  be  no  prescience.  Thanne  axe 
I,'  quod  she,  *  in  as  mochel  as  apertieneth 
to  that,  sholden  thanne  thinges  that 
comen  of  free  wil  ben  oonstreined  to  bi* 
55  tyden  by  necessitee?'  Boece,  *Nay/ 
qnod  I. 

*  Thanne  ayeinward,'  quod  she,  *  I  sap- 
pose  that  ther  be  prescience,  bat  that  it 
ne    patteth    no    neoessitee  to   thinges ; 
60  thanne  trowe  I,  that  thilke  selve  freedom 
of  wU  shal  dwellen  al  hool  and  absolat 
and  onboanden.      Bat  thoa  wolt  seyn 
that,  al-be-it  so  that  prescience  nis  nat 
caose  of  the  necessitee  of  bitydinge  to 
65  thinges  to  comen,  algates  jit  it  ii  a  signs 
that   the   thinges   ben   to   bityden   by 
necessitee.     By  this  manere  thanne,  tl- 
thogh  the  prescience   ne   hadde   never 
y-ben,  yit  dlgate  or  at  the  teeete  weye  it 
70  is    certein    Uiing,  that   the  endes  and 
bitydinges  of  thinges  to  oomen  sholden 
ben  necessarie.    For  eveiy  signs  sheweth 
and  signifyeth  only  what  the  thing  is, 
but  it  ne  maketh  nat  the  thing  that  it 
75  signifyeth.     For  which  it  bihoveth  first 
to  showen,  that   no-thing  ne   bitjrdeth 
that  it  ne  bitydeth  by  necessitee,  so  that 
it  may  appere  that  the  prescience  is  signs 
of  this  neoessitee ;  or  elles,  yif  ther  nere 
80  no  necessitee,  certes,  thilke  prescience 
ne  mighte  nat  be  signs  of  thing  that^us 
nat.    Bat  certes,  it  is  now  certein  that 
the  proeT<e  of  this,  y-snstened  bystidefSewt 
resoan,  ne  shal  nat  ben  lad  ne  proeved 
Ss  by  signes  ne  l^  argaments  y-taken  fro 
with-oate,  bat  by  caoses  oovenable  and 
Bat  thou  wiaytt  seyn,  how  | 


may  it  be  that  the  thinges  ne  bityden 
nat  that  ben  y-paryeyed  to  oomen  ?  Bat, 
certes,   right   as   we   trowen   that   tho  90 
thinges  which  that  the  parvianoe  wot 
bifom  to  oomen  ne  ben  nat  to  bityden  ; 
bat  that  ne  sholden  we  nat  demon ;  bat 
rather,  al-thogh  that  they  shal  bityden, 
yit  ne  have  they  no  neoessitee  of  hir  95 
kinds  to  bityden.     And  this  majystow 
lightly  aperceiven  by  this  that  I  shal 
seyn.    For  we  seen  many  thinges  whan 
they  ben  don  bifom  oare  eyen,  right  as 
men  seen   the   cartere  worken   in   the  100 
tominge  or  atempringe  or  adreasange  of 
hise  cartes  or  charietes.    And  by  this 
manere  (as  who  ssttA,  mayttowunderatonde) 
of  aUe  othere  workmen.    Is  ther  thantift 
any   neoessitee,   ae   who  eeUh,  in  oure  105 
lokinge,  that  constreineth  or  oompelleth 
any  of  thilke  thinges  to  ben  don  soP' 
Boeee.    *  Nay,'  qaod  I ;  '  for  in  ydel  and 
in  Teyn  were  al  the  effect  of  oxafb,  yif 
that  alle  thinges  weren  moe^ed  by  oon-  no 
streininge ;' tAa(  is  to  sevn,  5y  oomMdi^^s 
<lfoure  eyen  or  of  own  eight 

'  The  thinges  thanne,'  qaod  she,  *  that, 
whan  men  doon  hem,  ne  ban  no  neces- 
sitee that  men  doon  hem,  eek  tho  same  115 
thinges,  first  or  thi^  ben  doon,  they  ben 
to  oomen  with-oate  neoessitee.  For^why 
ther  ben  somme  thinges  to  bityden,  of 
which  the  endes  and  the  bitydinges  of 
hem  ben  absolat  and  qoit  of  alle  neoea-  ix> 
sitee.  For  certes,  I  ne  trowe  nat  that 
any  man  wolde  seyn  this:  that  tho 
thinges  that  men  doon  now,  that  they 
ne  weren  to  bityden  first  or  they  weren 
y-doon;  and  thilke  same  thinges,  al-  125 
thogh  that  men  had  y-wist  hem  bifom, 
yit  they  han  free  bitydinges.  For  right 
as  soienoe  of  thinges  present  ne  bxingeth 
in  no  necessitee  to  thinges  that  men 
doon,  right  so  the  presdenoe  of  thinges  ijo 
to  oomen  ne  bringeth  in  no  neoessitee  to 
thinges  to  bityden.  Bat  thoa  mayst  seyn, 
that  of  thilke  same  it  is  y-doated,  as 
whether  that  of  thilke  thinges  that  ne 
han  non  issnes  and  bitydinges  neoessnries,  135 
yif  ther-of  may  ben  any  preacienoe ;  for 
certes,  they  semen  to  dieoorden.  For 
thoa  wenest  that,  yif  that  thinges  ben 
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j-myn    bifom,  that   neoeasitee   folweth 

140  h«m ;  and  yif  necenitee  faileth  hem, 
they  ne  mighten  nat  ben  -wist  bifom, 
and  that  no-thing  ne  may  ben  compre- 
hended liy  science  but  oertein ;  and  yif 
tho  thinges  that  ne  han  no  oertein  bi- 

HS  tydinges  ben  purveyed  as  oertein,  it 
^lolde  ben  dirknesae  of  opinionn,  nat 
soothfaatneaae  of  icienoe.  And  thon 
veneet  that  it  be  diverae  fro  the  hool- 
neaw  of  acience  that  any  man  aholde 

150  deme  a  thing  to  ben  other-weya  thanne 
it  ia  it-sell  And  the  cause  of  this  erronxe 
is,  that  of  alle  the  thinges  that  every 
wight  hath  y«knove,  th^  wenen  that 
tho  thingea  been  y-hnowe  alroonly  by  the 

155  strengthe  and  by  the  zukture  of  the 
thinges  that  ben  y-wiat  or  y-knowe ;  and 
it  is  al  the  contiaria  For  al  that  ever 
28  y-knowe,  it  is  rather  comprehended 
and  knowen,  nat  after  hia  atxengthe  and 

160  hia  nature,  but  after  the  facnltee,  ihat 
u  to  seym,  thepowtrand  the  nature,  of  hem 
that  ksowen.  And,  for  that  this  thing 
shal  morwen  ahewen  Vy  a  abort  euaaumple : 
the  aame  roundneaae  of  a  body,  other- 

165  weya  the  sighte  of  the  eye  knoweth  it, 
and  othez^weyes  the  tonohinge.  The 
lokinge,  by  castinge  of  his  hemes,  waiteth 
and  seeth  fjnim  afer  al  the  body  to-gidere, 
with-onte  moevinge  of  it-aelf ;   but  the 

170  touchinge  (dyveth  and  conjoineth  to  the 
roonde  body,  and  moeveth  abonte  the 
enTironinge,  and  oomprehendeth  by 
parties  the  ronndnesse.  And  the  man 
him-eel^  other-weya  wit  biholdsth  him, 

275  and  other>wi^  imaginacioun,  and  other- 
ways  resonn,  and  other-weya  intelligenoe. 
For  the  wit  oomprehendeth  withonte- 
forth  the  figure  of  the  body  of  the  man 
thai  is  esiablisaed  in  the  matere  subject; 

ito  but  the  imaginaniann  oomprehendeth 
only  the  iigore  withoute  the  matere. 
Kaemoi  aurmonnteth  1magiTta<!riionn,  and 
eomprehendeth  by  universal  lokinge  the 
oomune  apece   that  is  in  the  aingoler 

ifi$  peoes.  Bat  the  eye  of  intelligenoe  is 
h^yere ;  for  it  anzmonnteth  the  environ* 
inge  of  the  univeraitee,  and  looketh,  over 
that,  by  pare  subtilitee  of  thoght,  thilke 
same  simple  fonne  ef  man  that  i$  per- 


durably  in  the  divyne  thoght.  In  whiche  190 
this  oughte  greetly  to  ben  oonaidered, 
that  the  heyeste  atrengthe  to  oompre- 
henden  thingea  enbraseth  and  contieneth 
the  lowere  atrengthe;  but  the  lowere 
atrengthe  ne  aryseth  nat  in  no  manere  195 
to  heyere  atrengthe.  For  wit  ne  may 
no-thing  comprehende  out  of  matere,  ne 
the  imaginacioun  ne  loketh  nat  the  uni- 
veraela  speces,  ne  resoun  taketh  nat  tho 
simple  forme  $0  a$  inUUigence  taketh  it ;  200 
but  intelligence,  that  looketh  al  aboven, 
whan  it  hath  comprehended  the  forme, 
it  knoweth  and  demeth  alle  the  thingea 
that  ben  under  that  forme.  But  aAe 
knowetk  hem  in  thilke  manere  in  the  205 
whiche  it  oomprehendeth  thilke  same 
sbnple  forme  that  ne  may  never  ben 
knowen  to  none  of  that  other ;  that  i%  to 
aayn,  to  none  of  tho  three  foneide  tMngee 
i^the  eowle.  For  it  knoweth  the  univer-  aio 
sitae  of  reaoun,  and  the  figure  of  the 
imaginacioun,  and  the  aensible  material 
oonoetsed  &y  wU ;  ne  It  ne  uaeth  nat  nor 
of  reaoun  ne  of  imaginacioun  ne  of  wit 
withoute-forth ;  but  it  biholdeth  alle  215 
thingea,  ao  as  I  ahal  eeye,  by  a  atrok  of 
thought  formely,  wUhoute  dieeoure  or  col- 
ladoinn.  Certea  resoxm,  whan  it  looketh 
any-thing  universel,  it  ne  useth  nat  of 
imaginacioun,  nor  of  witte,  and  algates  220 
yit  it  oomprehendeth  the  thinges  imagin* 
able  and  sensible ;  for  resoun  ia  she  that 
difflnisseth  the  imiversel  oi  hir  oonseyte 
right  thus  >— man  is  a  resonable  two- 
foted  beest.  And  how  so  that  this  225 
knowinge  is  universel,  yet  nis  ther  no 
wight  that  ne  woot  wel  that  a  man  is 
a  thing  imaginable  and  sensible;  and 
this  same  considereih  wel  rasoun;  but 
that  nis  nat  by  imaginacioun  nor  by  wit,  330 
but  it  looketh  it  by  a  resonable  oonoep- 
cionn.  Also  imaginacioun,  al-be-it  so  that 
it  taketh  of  wit  the  beginninges  to  seen 
and  to  formen  the  figures,  algates,  al- 
thogh  that  wit  ne  were  nat  present,  yit  355 
it  envixoneth  and  oomprehendeth  alle 
thinges  sensible ;  nat  by  resoun  sensible 
of  deminge,  but  by  resoun  imaginatif. 
Soostow  nat  thanne  that  alle  the  thinges, 
in  knowinge,  osen  more  of  hir  fiKmltee  ^o 
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or  of  hir  power  than  they  doon  cf  ihi 
.  faailtee  or  power  of  thinges  that  ben  y- 
knowe  ?  Ke  that  nix  nat  wrong ;  for  so 
as  every  jugement  is  the  dede  or  doinge 
245  of  him  that  dexneth,  it  bihoveth  that 
every  wight  performe  the  werk  and  his 
entencioon,  nat  of  foreine  power,  bat  of 
his  propre  i)ower. 


Mbtre  IY.     Quondam  porticue  athUU. 

The  Porohe,  that  is  to  Myn,  a  gate  of 
tJie  toum  of  AtJimes  ther-^u  philoiophree 
hodden  hir  congregadoun  to  deepuien^ 
thilke  Porche  brooghte  som-tyme  olde 

5  men,  fnl  derke  in  hir  sentences,  that 
is  to  eeyn^  phUoeophree  that  highten 
Stoicien$y  that  wenden  that  images  and 
sensibilitees,  JUuU  ie  to  seyn,  eeneUMe  imagin- 
aeiouna,  or  eUes  imaginaeioune  of  mmtXtite 

10  thinget^  weren  empreinted  in-to  sowles 
fro  bodies  withoato-forth ;  as  toAo  eeiXhy 
that  thilke  Stoiciena  JBenden  that  ths  wwU 
hadde  ben  naked  of  itself,  a$  a  mirour  or 
a  dene  parehemin^  90    that  alle  flgurea 

15  Tnoatenfirti  eomenfro  thingeefro  vHthoute- 
forth  in-to  eowlee^  and  ben  empreinted  inA 
aowlee :  Text :  right  as  we  ben  wont  som- 
tyme,  by  a  Bwifte  pointel,  to  floohen 
lettres  empreinted  in  the  smothenesse  or 

ao  in  the  pleinnesse  of  the  table  of  wez  or 
in  parehemin  that  ne  hath  no  figore  ne 
note  in  it.  Glose.  But  now  argueth 
Doece  ayeine  that  opiidoun,  and  eeith  thus : 
But  yif  the   thiyvinge    sowle   ne   nn- 

35  pleyteth  no-thing,  that  is  to  seyn,  ne  doih 
no-thing^  by  his  propre  moevinges,  but 
soffreth  and  lyth  snbgit  to  tho  figures 
and  to  tho  notes  of  bodies  withonte-forth, 
and  yildeth  images  ydel  and  veyn  in  the 

30  manere  of  a  mirour,  whennes  thryveth 
thanne  or  whennes  comth  thilke  know- 
inge  in  our  sowle,  that  discemeth  and 
biholdeth  alle  thinges  f  And  whennes  is 
thilke  strengthe  that  biholdeth  the  singu- 

35  ler  thinges ;  or  whennes  is  the  strengthe 
that  devydeth  thinges  y-knowe;  and 
thilke  strengthe  that  gadereth  to-gidere 
the  thinges  devyded ;  and  the  strengthe 
that   oheseth   his   ontreohaunged  wey? 


For  som-t3rme  it  heveth  up  the  heved,  41* 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  U  heveth  up  the  enten- 
eioun  to  right  heye  thinges ;  and  som-tyme 
it  deeoendeth  in-to  right  lowe  thinges. 
And  whan  it  retometh  in-to  him-self, 
it  reproeveth  and  destroyeth  the  false  45 
thinges  by  the  trewo  thinges.    Gertes, 
this  strengthe  is  cause  more  efficient, 
and  mochel  more  mighty  to  seen  and  to 
knowe  thinges^  than    thilke    cause  that 
suffireth  and  reoeiveth  the  notes  and  the  5^> 
figures  impressed  in  maner  of  matere. 
Algates  the  passioun,  that  is  to  seyn^  the 
auffravnoe  or  the  wit^  in  the  quike  body, 
goth  bifom,  ezcitinge  and  moevinge  the 
strengthes  of  the  thought.     Bight  so  as  55 
whan  that  cleemesse  smyteth  the  eyen 
and  moeoeth  hem  to  seen,  or  right  so  as 
vols  or  soun  hurteleth  to  the  eres  and 
eommoeveth  hem  to  herkne,  than  is  the 
strengthe  of  the  thought  y-moeved  and  60 
excited,  and  depeth  forth,  to  semblablo 
moevinges,  tho  speces  that  it  halt  with- 
inne  ilrself ;   and  addeth  tho  speces  to 
the  notes  and  to  the  thinges  withoute- 
forth,  and  medleth  the  images  of  thinges  ^5 
withoute-forth   to   tho   formes    y-hidde 
with-inne  him-self. 


Pross  Y.    Quod  si  in  corporibus  sentiendis. 

But  what  yif  that  in  bodies  to  ben 
feled,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  takinge  qf 
knowelechinge  of  bodily  thinges,  and  al-be- 
it  so  that  the  qualiteee  of  bodies,  that 
ben  objeote  fro  withoute-forth,  moeven  5 
and  entalenten  the  instruments  of  the 
wittes  ;  and  al-be-it  so  that  the  passioun 
of  the  body,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  wit  or  the 
st^^unee,  goth  to-fom  the  strengthe  of 
the  workinge  oorage,  the  which  passioun  i<> 
or  sufbaxmce  depeth  forth  the  dede  of 
the  thoght  in  him-self,  and  moeveth  and 
exoiteth  in  this  mene  whyle  the  formes 
that  resten  withinne-forth  ;  and  yif  that, 
in  sensible  bodies,  as  I  have  seyd,  our  15 
corage  nis  nat  y-taught  or  empreinted 
by  passioun  to  knowe  tMse  tMnges,  but 
demeth  and  knoweth,  of  his  owne 
strengthe,    the  passioun   or  suffiraunce 
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JO  rai^jeei  to  the  body :  moche  more  thanne 
tho  thinges  thftt  hen.  abflolnt  and  quite 
fro  alle  taleixta  or  affeceioiins  of  bodies, 
09  god  or  "hU  aungeles^  ne  folwen  nat  in 
dJeeeminge  thinges  object  fro  'withoate- 

iS  forth,  bat  th^  aceompliBahen  and  speden 
the  dede  of  bir  thoght.  By  this  xesoun 
thanne  ther  oomeQ  many  maner  know- 
inces  'to  dyverse  and  differinge  snb- 
staiuiflea.     For  the  wit  of  the  body,  the 

to  whiehe  wit  is  naked  and  despoiled  of 
alle  other  knowinges,  thilke  wit  comth 
to  heestes  that  ne  mowen  nat  moeven 
hemgelf  her  and  ther,  as  ojfdreg  amd 
mmteuies,  and  oth^r  mriche  sheUe-flsh  of 

ys  the  aee,  that  dyven  and  ben  norisshed 
toxoehee.  Bnt  the  imftginafiionn  oomth 
to  remoable  beestes,  that  semen  to  han 
talent  to  fleen  or  to  deeiren  any  thing. 
Bnt  xeeonn  is  alronly  to  the  Una^s  of 

40  manldnde,  right  as  intelligenee  is  only 
[to]  the  devyne  nature :  of  which  it  fol- 
weth,  that  thilke  knowinge  is  more  worth 
than  thise  othre,  sin  it  knoweth  by  his 
propre  nature  nat  only  his  snbject,  aa 

45  who  Mitk,  U  m  Jcnoweth  not  alonly  that 
aperUeneih  properly  to  hU  knowtnge^  bnt 
it  knoweth  the  subjects  of  aUe  other 
knowingas.  But  how  shal  it  thanne  be, 
yif  that  wit  and  imaginaoioim  stryven 

5D  ayein  resoninge,  and  scyn,  that  of  thilke 
oniTeareel  thing  that  xesonn  wenetih  to 
seen,  that  it  nis  right  naught?  For  wU 
omd  iwiagtnaeioun  seyn  that  that,  that  is 
sensible  or  imaginable,  it  ne  may  nat  be 

55  aniTorseL  Thanne  is  either  the  jnge- 
ment  of  reeoun  sooth,  ne  that  ther  nis 
nothing  sensible;  oreDesi,forthatre8oun 
wot  wel  that  many,  thingee  ben  subject 
to  wit  and  to  imagizuunoun,  thanne  is 

60  the  coneepeioan  of  reeoun  veyn  and  false, 
whifoh  that  lokeih  and  oomprehendeth 
that  that  ia  sensible  and  singnler  as 
onivexseL  And  yif  that  resoon  wolde 
answexetn  ayein  to  thise  two,  that  U  to 

65  m§mj  to  flojtts  and  to  imaginaekmnj  and 
seyn,  that  soothly  she  hix^nU;  that  is  to 
seyn,  reaoun^  loketh  and  oomprehendeth, 
by  reeoun  of  uniTersalitee,  bothe  that 
that  is  sensible  and  that  that  is  imagin- 

70  aUe ;  and  that  thilke  two,  that  i%  to  ssyn. 

H 


wit  and  imaginaeioun,  ne  mowen  nat 
streccfaen  *ne  enhansen  hem-self  to  the 
knowinge  of  universalitee,  for  that  the 
knowinge  of  hem  ne  may  ezceden  ne 
surmonnte  the  bodily  figures :  oertes,  of  75 
the  knowinge  of  thinges,  men  oughten 
rather  yeven  credence  to  the  more  stede- 
fiast  and  to  the  more  parfit  jngement. 
In  this  maner  sityvinge  thanne,  we 
that  han  strengthe  of  resoxdnge  and  of  80 
imagininge  and  of  wit,  that  it  to  aeyn^ 
by  retoun  and  by  imaginacioun  and  by  lott, 
we  sholde  rather  preyse  the  cause  of 
reeoun ;  a»  who  teUhf  than  the  oauge  of 
tnt  and  cfimaginaeiovn.  85 

Bemblable  thing  is  it,  that  the  resoun 
of  manklnde  ne  weneth  nat  that  the 
devyne  intelligence  bi-holdeth  or  know- 
eth thinges  to  oomen,  but  right  as  the 
resoun  of  manklnde  knoweth  hem.  For  90 
thou  argnest  and  seyst  thus;  that  yif 
it  ne  seme  nat  to  men  that  some  thinges 
han  certein  and  necessarie  bitydinges, 
they  ne  mowen  nat  ben  wist  bifom  cer- 
teinly  to  bityden.  And  thanne  nis  ther  95 
no  prescience  of  thilke  thinges ;  and  yif 
we  trowe  that  prescience  be  in  thise 
thinges,  thanne  is  ther  no-thizig  that  it 
ne  bitydeth  by  necessitee.  Bnt  certes, 
yif  we  mightidn  han  the  jugement  of  the  100 
devyne  thoght,  as  we  ben  parsoneres  of 
resoun,  right  so  as  we  han  demed  that 
it  behoveth  that  Imaginacioun  and  wit 
be  binethe  resoun,  right  so  wolde  we 
demon  that  it  were  rightful  thing,  that  105 
mannes  resoun  oughte  to  snbmitten  it- 
self and  to  ben  binethe  the  divyne 
thoght.  For  which,  yif  that  we  mowen, 
aa  who  teith,  thatj  yif  that  10s  mowm^ 
IcounmyUf  that  we  enhanse  us  in-to  the  no 
heighte  of  thilke  sovereyn  intelligence ; 
for  ther  shal  resoun  wel  seen  that,  that 
it  ne  may  nat  biholden  in  it-self.  And 
certes  that  is  this,  in  what  maner  the 
preseienoe  of  god  seeth  aUe  thinges  oer-  >i5 
teins  and  diiBnisshed,  al-thogh  they  ne 
han  no  eertein  issues  or  bitydinges;  ne 
this  is  non  opinioon,  but  it  is  rather  the 
simpUcitee  of  the  soverqrn  soienoe,  that 
nis  nat.  enclosed  nor  y-shet  within  none  ia<> 
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Hetbb  y,     QiMxm  uariif  terris  ardmalia 
permeantflguris. 

The  beestes  passen  by  the  erthes  l^  ftil 
diverse  figares.  For  soxn  of  hem  han  hir 
bodies  stran^ht  and  orepen  in  the  dust, 
and  drawen  after  hem  a  trae  or  a  fomh 
5  y-continned  ;  iluU  ia  to  seytiy  as  nadree  or 
snakes.  And  other  beestes,  by  the  van- 
dringe  lightnesse  of  hir  winges,  beten  the 
windes,  and  OTer^wimmen  the  spaces  of 
the  longe  eyr  by  moist  fleeinge.  And  other 

lo  beestes  gladen  hem-self  to  diggen  hir  tras 
or  hir  steppes  in  the  erthe  with  hir  goings 
or  with  hir  feet,  and  to  goon  either  by 
the  grone  feldes,  or  elles  to  walken  under 
the  wodes.    And  al-be-it  so  that  ihoa 

15  seest  that  they  alle  disoorden  by  diverse 
formes,  algates  hir  faces,  enolined,  hevieth 
hir  dalle  wittes.  Only  the  linage  of  man 
heveth  heyeste  his  heye  heved,  and 
stondeth  light  with  his  np-right  body, 

20  and  biholdeth  the  erthes  under  him. 
And,  but-yif  thou,  erthely  man,  wexest 
yvel  out  of  thy  wit,  this  figure  amonesteth 
thee,  that  axest  the  hevene  with  thy 
righte  -visage,  and  hast  areysed  thy  fore- 

35  hered,  to  beren  up  a-heigh  thy  oorage ; 
so  that  thy  thoght  ne  be  nat  y-hevied  ne 
put  lowe  under  fote,  sin  that  thy  body  is 
so  heye  areysed. 

Pbose  VI.     Quoniam  igUur^  uti  paullo 
ante, 

Therfor  thanne,  as  I  have  shewed  a 
litel  her-bifom,  that  al  thing  that  is 
y-wist  nis  nat.  knowen  by  his  juttnre 
propre,  but  by  the  nature  of  hem  that 
5  comprehenden  it,  lat  us  loke  bow,  in  as 
moohel  as  it  is  leveful  to  us,  cw  who  seith^ 
lat  tis  lake  now  as  ws  moteen,  which  that 
the  estat  is  of  the  devyne  substaunoe ;  so 
that  we  mowen  eek  knowen  what  his 

10  science  is.  The  commune  jugement  of 
alle  creatures  resonables  thanne  is  this : 
that  god  is  eteme.  Lat  us  oonsidere 
thanne  what  is  etemitee  ;  for  oertes  that 
Bhal   sbewen  us  to-gidere   the   devyne 

J5  nature  and  the  devyuQ  science.  £ter^ 
nitee,  thannoi  isparfit  possessiounandal- 


togidere  of  lyf  interminable ;  and  that 
sheweth  more  oleerly  by  the  oomparisoun 
or  the  collacioun  of  temporel  thinges. 
For  al  thing  that  liveth  in  tyme  it  is 
present,  and.prooedeth  fro  preterits  in-to  ao 
futures,  that  is  to  seyn,  fro  tyms  passed 
in4o  tyme  eonUnge ;  ne  ther  nis  no-thing 
establisshed  in  tyme  that  may  embracen 
to-gider  al  the  space  of  his  lyf.'  For 
oertes,  yit  ne  hath  it  taken  the  tyme  of  ^5 
to-morwe,  and  it  hath  lost  the  tyme  of 
yisterday.  And  certes,  in  the  lyf  of  this 
day,  ye  ne  liven  no  more  but  right  as  in 
the  moevable  and  transitorie  moment. 
Thanne  thilke  thing  that  fmffreAh  tern-  y> 
porel  oondicioun,  al-thogh  that  it  never 
bigan  to  be,  ne  thogh  it  never  oese  for  to 
be,  as  Aristotle  demed  of  the  world,  and 
al-thogh  that  the  lyf  of  it  be  streoohed 
with  inflnitee  of  tyme,  yit  algates  nia  35 
it  no  swich  thing  that  men  mighten 
trowen  by  right  that  it  is  eteme.  For 
al-thogh  that  it  oomprehende  and  em- 
brace the  space  of  lyf  inflnit,  yit  algates 
ne  embraceth  it  nat  the  space  of  the  lyf  4^> 
al-togider ;  for  it  ne  hath  nat  the  futures 
that  ne  ben  nat  yit,  neUne  hath  no  Unaer 
the  preterits  that  bsn  y-doon  or  y-passed. 
But  thilke  thing  thanne,  that  hath  and 
eomprehendeth  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of  45 
the  lyf  interminable,  to  whom  ther  ne 
fioileth  naught  of  the  ftiture,  and  to  whom 
ther  nis  naught  of  the  preterit  escaped 
nor  y-passed,  thilke  same  is  y-witnessed 
and  y-proeved  by  right  to  be  eteme  And  50 
it  bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  thilke 
thing  be  al-wey  present  to  him-self,  and 
oompotent ;  as  who  seith,  al^wey  present  to 
him-^lff  and  so  mighly  that  al  be  right  €tt 
his  pUsaunce ;  and  that  he  have  al  present  55 
the  infinitee  of  the  moevable  tyme. 
Wher^or  som  men  trowen  wrongfully 
that,  whan  they  heren  that  it  semede  to 
Plato  that  this  world  ne  hadde  never 
beginninge  of  tyme,  ne  that  it  never  6c 
shal  han  failinge,  they  wenen  in  this 
maner  that  this  world  be  maked  ooeteme 
with  his  maker ;  as  who  seith^  they  wem 
that  this  world  and  god  ben  mated  togider 
eteme,  and  that  is  a  'wrong;^  toenifige,  65 
For  other  thing  is  it  to  bea  jNlad  by  lyf 
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intanniTiaMe,  as  Plato  grannted  to  the 
world,  and  other  thing  is  it  to  embrace 
to-gider  al  the  present  of  the  lyf  inter* 

;o  minahle,  the  whiche  thing  it  is  dleer  and 
manifest  that  it  is  propre  to  the  devyne 
thoght. 

Ne  it  ne  sholde  natsem^n  tons,  that  god 
is  elder  thanne  thinges  that  ben  y-maked 

75  by  q[oantitee  of  tyme,  bnt  rather  by  the 
propretee  of  his  simple  nature.  For  this 
like  inflnit  moevinge  of  temporel  thinges 
folweth  this  presentarie  estat  of  lyf  nn- 
moetvaUe;  and  so  as  it   ne   may  nat 

&>  ooontrefeten  it  ne  feynen  it  ne  be  even- 
lyke  to  it  for  the  inmoevabletee,  that  ia  to 
ssyit,  ihai  ia  in  the  etemitee  cf  god^  it 
liuleth  and  falleth  in-to  moevinge  firo  the 
simplieitee  of  the  presence  of  god^  and 

85  disenereseth  in-to  the  infinit  qnantitee  of 
fbtnre  and  of  preterit :  and  so  as  it  ne 
may  nat  ban  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of 
the  lyf,  algates  yit,  for  as  moche  as  it  ne 
eeseth  never  for  to  ben  in  som  maner,  it 

90  aemath  som-del  to  ns,  that  it  folweth  and 
resembleth  thilke  thing  that  it  ne  may 
nat  ati^yne  to  ne  folfillen,  and  bindeth 
it-self  to  som  maner  presence  of  this  litel 
and  swifte  moment :  the  which  jpreamee 

95  of*  Alt  UtA  and  awifta  moment,  for  that  it 
benth  a  maner  image  or  lyknesae  of  the 
ay-dwelllnge  presence  of  god,  it  grannt- 
eth,  to  Bwiche  maner  thinges  as  itbitydeth 
to,  that  it  semeth  hem  as  thise  thinges 

loo  ham  y-ftoif  and  ben. 

And,  fo^  that  fha  preaenee  of  awich  litel 
moment  ne  may  nat  dwelle,  therefor  it 
zBTisBhed  and  took  the  inflnit  w^  of 
tyme,  that  ia  to  aeyn,  by  aueceaaUmn ;  and 

K^  \j  this  maner  is  it  y-doon,  for  that  it 
idudde  eontinne  the  lyf  in  goinge,  of  the 
whiche  lyf  it  ne  mighte  nat  enbraco  the 
^entee  in  dwellinge.  And  for-thy,  yif 
we  woUen  pntten  worthy  names  to 
110  thinges,  and  folwen  Plato,  lat  ns  seye 
thanne  soothly,  that  god  is  eteme,  and 
the  world  is  perpetneL  Thanne,  sin  that 
every  jngementknoweth  and  oomprehend- 
cth  by  his  owne  nature  thinges  that  ben 
"5  subject  nn-to  him,  ther  is  soothly  to  god, 
al-wcys,  an  eteme  *and  presentarie  estat ; 
and  th0  0cienoe  of  him,  that  over-passeth 
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al  temporel  moevement,  dwelleth  in  the 
simplieitee  of  his  presence,  and  embraceth 
and  considereth  alle  the  infinit  spaces  of  i»> 
tymes,  preterits  and  futures,  and  loketh, 
in  his  simple  knowinge,  alle  thinges  of 
preterit  right  as  they  weren  y-doon  pre- 
sently right  now.  Yif  thou  wolt  thanne 
thenken  and  avyse  the  prescience,  by  125 
which  it  knoweth  alle  thinges,  thou  ne 
shal  nat  demen  it  as  prescience  of  thinges 
to  comen,  but  thou  shalt  demen  it  more 
rightftdly  that  it  is  science  of  presence  or 
of  instaunoe,  that  never  ne  faileth.  For  i3c> 
which  it  nis  nat  y-deped  *'  previdence," 
but  it  sholde  raider  ben  oleped  "pur- 
viaunce,"  that  is  establisshed  fill  fer  tro 
right  lowe  thinges,  and  biholdeth  from 
a-fer  alle  thinges,  right  as  it  were  fro  the  '35 
heye  heighte  of  thinges.  Why  azestow 
thanne,  or  why  desputestow  thanne,  that 
thilke  thinges  ben  doon  by  necessitee 
whiche  that  ben  y-s^yn  and  knowen  by 
the  devyne  sighte,  sin  that,  forsothe,  men  14x1 
ne  maken  nat  thilke  thinges  neoessarie 
which  that  they  seen  ben  y-doon  in  hir 
sighte  f  For  addeth  thy  biholdinge  any 
necessitee  to  thilke  thinges  that  thou 
biholdest  presente  ? '        ^  Nay,'  quod  L      H5 

PhUoaophie,  ^Certes,  thanne,  if  men 
mighte  maken  any  digne  comparisoun  or 
oollaoioun  of  the  presence  devyne  and  of 
the  presenoe  of  mankinde,  right  to  as  ye 
seen  some  thinges  in  this  temporel  pre-  150 
sent,  right  so  seeth  god  alle  thinges  hy 
his  eteme  present.  Wherefore  this  de- 
vyne prescience  ne  chaungeth  nat  the 
nature  ne  the  propretee  of  thinges,  but 
biholdeth  swiche  things  present  to  him-  155 
ward  as  they  shullen  bilyde  to  yow-ward 
in  tyme  to  comen.  Ne  it  confoundeth 
nat  the  jugement  of  thinges ;  but  by  o 
sighte  of  his  thought,  he  knoweth  the 
thinges  to  comen,  as  wel  necessarie  as  nat  160 
necessarie.  Bight  so  as  whan  ye  seen 
to-gider  a  man  walken  on  the  erthe  and 
the  Sonne  aiysen  in  the  hevene,  al-be-it  so 
that  ye  seen  and  biholden  that  oon  and 
that  other  to-gider,  yit  natbeles  ye  demen  165 
and  disoemen  that  that  oon  is  volnntarie 
and  that  other  necessarie.  Right  so 
thanne  the  devyne  lookinge,  biholdinga 
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alle  thinges  under  him,  ne  trmiUeth  nftt 

170  the  quolitee  of  thinges  that  ben  eerteinly 
present  to  him-waixl ;  bmt,  as  to  the  oon- 
dioionn  of  tyme,  forsothe,  they  ben 
future.  For  which  it  folweth,  that  this 
nis  noon  opinioun,  but  rather  a  stedefast 

175  knowing^,  y-atrengthed  by  soothnessei 
that,  whanne  that  god  knoweth  anything 
to  be,  he  ne  unwot  nat  that  thilke  thing 
wanteth  neceisitee  to  be  ;  thii  it  to  aeyn^ 
that^  tcAan  that  god  knoweth  any  thing  to 

x8o  bitydSy  he  wot  wel  that  it  ne  hath  no  neeeB- 
eitee  to  biiyde.  And  yif  thou  seyst  heer, 
that  thilke  thing  that  god  geeth  to 
bityde,  it  ne  may  nat  unbityde  (cm  who 
mih,  U  mot  bUyde),  and  thilke  thing  that 

1S5  ne  may  nat  unbilyde  it  mot  bityde  by 
necessitee,  and  that  thou  streyne  me  by 
this  name  of  neceaaitee :  certes,  I  wol  wel 
oonfeasen  and  biknowe  a  thing  of  ful  sad 
trouthe,  but  unnethe  shal  ther  any  wight 

190  mowe  eeen  it  or  come  ther-to,  but-yif  that 
he  be  biholder  of  the  devyna  thoght.  For 
I  wol  answeren  thee  thus;  that  thilke 
thing  that  is  future,  whan  it  is  referred 
to  the  devyne  knowinge,  thanne  is  it 

195  neoessario  ;  but  oertes,  whan  it  is  under^ 

stpnden  in  his  owne  kinde,  men  seen 

it  is  outrely  ft«e,  and  absolut  /^  alle 

neceeeitee. 

For  certes,  ther  ben  two  maneres  of 

200  necessitee.  That  oon  necessitee  is  simple, 
as  thus :  that  it  bihoveth  by  necessitee, 
that  alle  men  bo  mortal  or  deedly. 
Another  necessitee  is  oonditionel,  as  thus : 
yif  thou  woet  that  a  man  walketh,  it 

ios  bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  he  walke. 
Thilke  thing  thanne  that  any  wight  hath 
y-knowe  to  bei,  it  ne  may  ben  non  other 
weyes  thanne  he  knoweth  it  to  be.  But 
this  condicioun  i&e  draweth  nat  with  hir 

210  thilke  necessitee  simple.  For  certes,  this 
necessitee  condiUonel,  the  propre  nature 
of  it  ne  maketh  it  nat,  but  the  adjeccionn 
of  the  condicioun  maketh  it  For  no  ne- 
cessitee ne  oonstreyneth  a  man  to  gon, 

315  that  goth  by  his  propre  wil;  al-ba-it  so 
that,  whan  he  goth,  that  it  is  neoessarie 
that  he  goth.  Bight  on  this  same  maner 
thanne,  yif  that  the  purviaunoe  of  god 
seeth  any  thing  present,  than  mot  thilke 


thing  ben  by  necessitee,  al-thogh  that  it  2X> 
ne  haye  no  necessitee  of  his  owne  nature. 
But  certes,  the  futures  that  bityden  by  ft«a- 
dom  of  arbitre,  god  seeth  hem  aUe  to^ider 
present.  Thise  thinges  thanne,  yif  they 
ben  referred  to  the  devyne  sighte,  thanna  225 
ben  they  mak^  neoessarie  by  the  con- 
dicioun of  the  devjoie  knowinge^  But 
certes,  yif  thilke  thinges  be  considered  by 
hem-self,  they  ben  absolut  of  neesssttse, 
and  ne  forleten  nat  xke  oesen  nat  of  the  230 
libertee  of  hir  owne  nature.  Thanne), 
certes,  with-oute  doute,  alle  the  thinges 
shoUen  ben  doon  which  that  god  wot 
bifom  that  th^  ben  to  oomen.  But  aom 
of  hem  comen  and  bityden  of  £ree  arbitre  255 
oroffreA  wUle,  thait,  al4)e-it  so  that  they 
bityden,  yit  algates  ne  lese  they  nat  hir 
propre  nature  in  beinga;  by  the  which 
first,  or  that  they  weren  y-doon,  they 
hadden  power  nat  to  han  bitid.'  Boeoe,  240 
*What  is  this  to  SQyn  thanne,'  quod  I, 
*  that  thinges  ne  ben  nat  necessarie  by  Mr 
propre  nature^  so  as  they  comen  in  alle 
maneres  in  the  lyknesse  of  neoessitee  by 
the  condicioun  of  the  devyne  science  ? ' 

*  This  is  the  differenoe,' quod  she;  *that 
tho  thinges  that  I  purposede  thee  a  litel 
heer-bifom,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  aoniie 
axysinge  and  the  man  wslkinge,  that, 
ther-whyles  that  thilke  thinges  been  y-  253 
doon,  they  ne  mighte  nat  ben  undoon ; 
natheles,  that  oon  of  hem,  or  it  waa 
y-doon,  it  bihoved  by  necessitee  that  it 
was  y-doon,  but  nat  that  other.  Bight  so 
it  it  here^  that  the  thinges  that  god  hath  255 
present,  with-oute  doute  they  shoUen 
been.  But  som  of  hem  descendeth  of  the 
nature  of  thinges,  <u  the  mmnie  aryringe  ; 
and  som  descendeth  of  the  power  of  the 
doeres,  as  the  man  waUcimge.  Thanna  260 
seide  I  no  wrong,  that  yif  these  thinges 
ben  referred  to  the  devyne  knowing<a, 
thanne  ben  they  neoessariB  -,  and  yif  th^ 
ben  considered  by  hem-sell^  thanne  ben 
they  absolut  £ro  the  bond  of  necessitee.  265 
Bi|^t  so  as  alle  thinges  that  apereth  or 
sheweth  to  the  wittes,  yif  thou  referre  it 
to  resoun,  it  is  universel ;  and  yif  thou 
referre  it  or  loke  it  to  it^self,  than  is  it 
singular.    Bat  now,  yif  thou  sayst  thiia>  a/o 
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thai  yif  it  be  in  my  power  to  ehaimge  ray 
parpofl,  than  ahal  I  voide  the  pniriannce 
<tf  goA,  whan  that,  peraventnre,  I  sbal 
han  channged  the  thinges  that  he  knov- 

sjs  eth  falfom,  thanne  ahal  I  anawere  thee 
thna.  Gertes,  thou  mayst  wel  chaunge 
thy  pirrpoa;  bnt,  ibr  aa  moohel  as  the 
present  soothneoBe  of  the  devyne  pnr- 
yiaimce    biholdeth    that    thoa    mayst 

3S0  ehannge  thy  pnxpoe,  and  whether  thou 
wolt  ohannge  it  or  no,  and  whiderward 
that  thoa  tome  it,  thou  ne  mayat  nat 
eachnen  the  devyne  preacienoe ;  right  as 
then  ne  mayat  nat  fleen  the  aighte  of  the 

385  preaente  ey^,  al-thoagh  that  thou  tome 
thy-«elf  hy  thy  firee  wil  in-to  dyverae 
aooioona.  But  thou  mayat  aeyn  ayein: 
**  Honr  ahal  it  thanne  be  ?  Shal  nat  the 
deT3me  acienoe  be  channged  l^  my  dia- 

390  pocicioian,  whan  that  I  wol  o  thing  now, 
and  now  another?  And  thllke  preaoienoe, 
ne  aemeth  it  nat  to  entrechannge  atoondea 
of  knowinge;'*'  tuwho  9eUK,nei^HtfuU 
9eme  to  «a,  that  the  dwyne  prtaeience  erOre- 

395  dknmgeth  hits  dyoerm  ttoundes  cf  1cno»- 

tagCy  m>  that  it  knowe  tum^tyms  0  thing  and 

»ttn-tyme    the   contrarU    of  thai    thing? 

*■  No,  forsothe,*  quod  I. 

Pkilctophie.    'For  the   devyne   aighte 

3i»rauieth  to-fom  and  aeeth  alle  Aitnrea, 
and  depeth  hem  ayein,  and  retometh 
hem  to  the  preaence  of  hia  propre  know- 
inge  ;  ne  he  no  entrechanngeth  nat,  ao  aa 
thoa  weneat,  the  atonndea  of  forknow- 

305  inge,  aa  now  thia,  now  that ;  but  he  ay- 
dwellinge  oomth  bifom,  and  embraceth 
at  o  atrook  alle  thy  mntacioana.  And  thia 
preaence  to  comprehenden  and  to  aeen 
olle  thinges,  god  ne  hath  nat  taken  it  of 

310  the  bitydinge  of  thinges  to  come,  but  of  hia 


propre  aimplioitee.  And  her-by  ia  aaaoiled 
thiike  thing  that  thon  pattest  a  litel 
her-bifom,  that  it  to  aeyn,  that  it  ia  un- 
worthy thing  to  aejm,  that  our  futurea 
yeven  cause  of  the  science  of  god.  For  315 
certea,  thia  atrength»  of  the  devyne 
acience,  which  that  embraceth  alle 
thingea  by  hia  presentarie  knowingo, 
establiaaheth  manor  to  alle  thingea,  and 
it  ne  oweth  naught  to  latter  thingea  ;  and  3J0 
ain  that  theae  thingea  ben  thus,  that  it  to 
tegn,  tin  that  necettitee  nit  nat  in  thinget  by 
the  devyne  preteience^  than  is  th^r  freedom 
of  arbitre,  that  dwelleth  hool  and  un- 
wemmed  to  mortal  men.  Ne  the  lawea  ne  .^35 
imrpoaen  nat  wikkedly  medea  and  i>eynea 
to  the  willingea  of  men  that  ben  un- 
bounden  and  quite  of  alle  neoeaaitee.  And 
god,  biholder  and  for^witer  of  alle  thingea, 
dwelleth  above  ;  and  the  preaent  etemitee  350 
of  his  aighte  renneth  alwey  with  the 
dyverse  qualitee  of  oure  dedes,  dispena- 
inge  and  ordeyninge  modes  to  goode  men, 
and  torments  to  wikked  men.  Ne  in  ydel 
ne  in  voyn  ne  ben  ther  nat  put  in  god  335 
hope  and  preyeres,  that  ne  mowen  nat 
ben  unspeedf\il  ne  with-oute  effect,  whan 
they  ben  rightftiL  Withstond  thanne 
and  eschue  thou  vyces ;  worahii>e  and  love 
thou  virtues ;  areys  thy  corage  to  right-  340 
tol  hopes;  yildo  thou  humble  preyeres 
a-heigh.  Gret  necessitee  of  prowesso 
and  vertu  is  encharged  and  commaundod 
to  yow,  yif  ye  nil  nat  dlssimulen ;  sin 
that  ye  worken  and  doon,  that  it  to  teyn^  345 
your  dedet  or  your  worket^  bifom  the  eyen 
of  the  joge  that  seeth  and  demeth  alle 
thinges.'  To  v:hom  he  glorye  and  worthipe 
by  if^/Mt  tymet,    Aiisar. 
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1.  Thx  double  aorwe  ofTroilns  to  tellen, 
That   was   the  "king  Priaxnns  sone    of 

Troye, 
In  lovinge,  how  hia  aventares  fellen 
Fro  wo  to  wele,  and  after  out  of  joye, 
My  purpos  is,  er  that  I  parte  fro  ye.        5 
Thesiphone,  thou  help  me  for  t'endyte 
Thise  wofiU  vers,  that  wepen  as  I  wryte ! 

2.  To  thee  clepe  I,  thou  g^dease  of  tor- 

ment, 
Thou  cmel  Forie,  sorwing  ever  in  peyne ; 
Help  me,  that  am  the  sorwfnl  instrument 
That  helpeth  lovers,  as  I  can,  to  pleyne ! 
For  wel  sit  it,  the  sothe  for  to  seyne,     12 
A  wofol  wight  to  han  a  dreiy  fere. 
And,  to  a  sorwftil  tale,  a  sory  chere. 

8.  Fori,  thatgodofLovesservannts serve, 
Ne  dar  to  Love,  for  myn  nnlyklinesse,  16 
Preyen  for  speed,  al  sholde   I  therfor 

sterve, 
So  fer  am  I  fro  his  help  in  derknesse ; 
But  nathelees,  if  this  may  doon  gladnesse 
To  any  lover,  and  his  cause  avayle,        20 
Have  he  my  thank,  and  myn  be  this  tra- 

vayle ! 

4.  But  ye  loveres,  that  bathen  in  glad- 


If  any  drope  of  pitee  in  yow  be, 
Bemembreth  yow  on  passed  hevinesse 
That  ye  han  felt,  and  on  the  adversitee  25 
Of  othere  folk,  and  thenketh  how  that  ye 
Han  felt  that  Love  dorste  yow  displese ; 
Or  ye  han  wonne  him  with  to  greet  an  ese. 


5.  Andpreyethforhemthatbeninthecas 
Of  Troilus,  as  ye  may  after  here,  50 
That  love  hem  bringe  in  hevene  to  solas, 
And  eek  for  me  preyeth  to  god  so  dere. 
That  I  have  might  to  shewe,   in   som 

manere, 
Swioh  peyne  and  wo  as  Loves  folk  endure, 
In  Troilus  unsely  aventure.  35 

6.  And  biddeth  eek  for  hem  that  been 

despeyred 
in  love,  that  never  nil  recovered  be, 
And  eek  for  hem  that  falsly  been  apeyred 
Thorugh  wikked  tonges,  be  it  he  or  she  ; 
Thus  biddeth  god,  for  his  benignitee,    40 
To  graunte  hem  sone  out  of  this  world  to 

pace. 
That  been  despeyred  out  of  Loves  grace. 

7.  And  biddeth  eek  for  hem  that  been  at 

ese. 
That  god  hem  graunte  ay  good  perseve* 

raunoe. 
And  sende  hem  might  hir  ladies  so  to 

plese,  45 

That  it  to  Love  be  worship  and  plesannoe. 
For  so  hope  I  my  soule  best  avaunoe. 
To  preye  for  hem  that  Loves  servaunts  be, 
And  wiyte  hir  wo,  and  live  in  oharitee. 

8.  And  for  to  have  of  hem  oompassioun  50 
As  though  I  were  hir  owene  brother  dere. 
Now  herkeneth  with  a  gode  entencioun, 
For  now  wol  I  gon  straight  to  my  matere. 
In  whiohe  ye  may  the  double  sorwes  here 
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Of  TroOiifl,  in  loving  of  Criaeyde,  55 

And  how  thai  she  forsook  him  er  she 
doyde. 

9.  It  is  wel  -wist,  how  that  the  Grekea 

strong 
In  armes  with  a  thonsand  ahijppes  wente 
To  Tro3r»>warde8|  and  the  oitee  longe 
Awnognden  neigh  ten  yeer  er  they  stente,  60 
And,  in  diverse  wyse  and  oon  entente, 
Tha  nmsBhing  to  wreken  of  El^yne, 
By  PEuris  doon,  they  wronghten  al  hir 

peyne. 

10.  Nowfilitso,  thatinthetonntherwas 
Bwellinge  a  lord  of  greet  auotoritee,      65 
A  gret  devyn  that  deped  was  Calkas, 
ThtA  in  science  so  eiqsert  waSf  that  he 
Knew  wel  that  Troye  sholde  destroyed  be, 
By  answere  of  his  god,  that  highte  thus, 
Daim  Phebns  or  Apollo  Delphions.         70 

11.  So  whan  this  Calkas  knew  by  oalcu- 
linge, 

And  eek  by  answere  of  this  AppoUo, 
ThatOrekessholden  swich  apeple  bringe, 
Thomgh  whioh  that  Troye  moste  been 

for-do. 
He  caste  anoon  ont  of  the  tonn  to  go ;    75 
For  wel  wlste  he,  by  sort,  that  Troye 

aholde 
Destroyed  been,  ye,  wolde  who-so  nolde. 

12.  For  which,  for  to  departen  softely 
Took  pnrpos  fnl  this  forknowinge  wyse, 
And  to  the  Grekes  ost  fnl  prively  80 
He  stal  anoon ;  and  they,  in  onrteys  wyse, 
Hhn  deden  bothe  worship  and  servyse, 
In  trust  that  he  hath  conning  hem  to  rede 
In  every  peril  whioh  that  is  to  drede 

13.  The  noyse  np  roos,  whan  it  was  first 
aspyed,  85 

Thomgh  al  the  tonn,  and  generally  was 

spoken. 
That  Calkas  traytor  fled  was,  and  allyed 
With  hem  of  Greoe ;  and  casten  to  ben 

wroken 
On  him  that  falsly  hadde  his  feith  go 

broken  ; 
And  seyden,  he  and  al  his  kin  at  ones    90 
Ben  worthy  for  to  brennen,  fel  and  bones. 


14.  Now  hadde  Oalkas  left,  in  this  mes- 

channee, 
Al  nnwist  of  this  false  and  wikked  dede. 
His  dooghter,  which  that  was  in  gret 

penannoe, 
For  of  hir  lyf  she  was  fal  sore  in  drede,   95 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  best  to  rede ; 
For  bothe  a  widowe  was  she,  and  allone 
Of  any  freend,  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

mone. 

16.  Criseyde  was  this  laBy  name  a-right ; 
As  to  my  dome,  in  al  Troyes  citee        ico 
Nas  noon  so  fair,  for  passing  every  wight 
So  aongellyk  was  hir  natyf  beantee, 
That  lyk  a  thing  inmortal  semed  she, 
As  doth  an  hevenish  parfit  creatnre, 
That   donn   were    sent  in  scorning   of 
natnre.  105 

16.  This  lady,  which  that  al-day  horde  at 
ere 

Hir  fadres    shame,   his    falsnesse    and 

tresoun, 
Wel  nigh  out  of  hir  wit  for  sorwe  and  fere, 
In  widewes  habit  large  of  samit  bronn, 
On  knees  she  fil  bifom  Ector  a-donn ;    1 10 
With  pitous  voys,  and  tendrely  wepinge. 
His  mercy  bad,  hir-selven  ezcnsinge. 

17.  Now  was  this  Ector  pitons  of  natnre, 
And  saw  that  she  was  sorwAilIy  bigoon, 
And  that  she  was  so  &ir  a  creature ;    115 
Of  his  goodnesse  he  gladed  hir  anoon. 
And  seyde,  '  lat  your  fadres  treson  goon 
Forth  with  mischaunce,  and  ye  your-self, 

in  joye, 
Dwelleth  with  us,  whyl  you  good  list,  ini 
Troye. 

18.  And  al  th'onour  that  men  may  doon 
yow  have,  lao 

As  ferforth  as  your  fader  dwelled  here. 
Ye  shul  han,  and  your  body  shal  men  save. 
As  fer  as  I  may  ought  enquere  or  here.' 
And  she  him  thonked  with  fol  humble 

chere. 
And  ofter  wolde,  and  it  hadde  ben  his 

wills,  1^5 

And  took  hir  leve,  and  hoom,  and  held 

hir  stille. 
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19.  Aikdinhir  hoassheaboodwitliswieli 


As  to  hir  honour  nede  in«  to  kolde ; 
And  whyl  ibe  imc  dwellinga  in  th»t  oitee, 
Kepte  hir  Mtat,  and  bothe  of  jrange  and 

oldo  130 

Fal  wel  beloved,  and  wtl  man  of  hir  tolde. 
Bat  whether  that  she  chihlren  hadde  or 

nooDf 
I  rede  it  nooght ;  therfore  I  lete  it  goon. 

SO.  The  thingee  •fallen,  ae  they  doon  of 

werre, 
Bitwixen    hem    of  Troye   and    Qrekee 

ofte;  135 

For  Bom  day  bonghten  they  of  Tn^e  it 

derre, 
And  eft  the  Grekee  fonnden  no  thing  lofte 
The  folk  of  Troye ;  and  thus  fortune  on- 

lofbe, 
And  nnder  eft,  gan  hem  to  wheelen  bothe 
After  hir  coure,  ay  whyl  they  were  wrothe. 

21.  Bat  how  this  totm  00m  to  destruc- 
oioun  141 

Ke  falleth  nonght  to  purpos  me  to  telle  ; 
For  it  were  hero  a  long  diBgreuionn 
Fro  my  matero,  and  yow  to  longe  dwelle. 
Bat  the  Troyano  geetes,  as  they  fello,  145 
In  Omer,  or  in  Dares,  or  in  Dyte, 
Who-0o  that  can,  may  rede  hem  as  they 
wryte. 

Si9.  Bat  thoogh  that  Orekes  hem  of  Troye 

shetten, 
And  hir  oitee  biiegede  al  a-boate, 
Hir  olde  nmge  wolde  they  not  letten,    150 
Ab  for  to  honoore  hir  goddes  ftil  devoute ; 
•Bat  aldermost  in  honoor,  out  of  donte, 
They  hadde  a  relik  hight  Palladion, 
That  was  hir  trist  a-boven  everichon. 

28«  And  so  bifel,  whan  oomen  was  the 
tyme  155 

Of  Aperil,  whan  clothed  is  the  mede 
With  newe  giene,  of  lusty  Ver  the  piyme, 
And  swote  smellen  floares  whyte  and  rede, 
In  sondry  wyses  shewed,  as  I  rede, 
The  folk  of  Troye  hir  observaonoes  olde, 
Pjtaiadionee  feste  for  to  holde.  161 

9i.  And  to  the  temple,in  al  hir  beste  wyse, 
In  general,  ther  wente  many  a  wight, 


To  herknen  of  Palladinn  the  servyse ; 
And  namely,  so  many  a  Inaty  knight,  t6s 
So  many  a  lady  fresh  and  mayden  bright, 
Fol  wel  arayed,  bothe  tnoste  and  leste. 
Ye,  bothe  for  the  sesen  and  the  feste. 

95.  Among  thisBoihere  folk  was  Criseyda, 
In  widewes  habite  blak;  bat  natholoos, 
JEUght  as  oor  firste  letire  is  now  an  A,  171 
In  beaatee  first  so  stood  she,  mskoless  ; 
Hir  godly  looking  gladede  al  the  prees. 
Nas  never  seyn  thing  to  ben  preysed  derre, 
Kor  under  cloude  blak  so  bright  a  sterre 

96.  AswasOriBeyde,asfolkseoFdeeTeirioh- 
oon  176 

That  hir  bihelden  in  hir  Uake  wede ; 
And  yet  she  stood  fol  lows  and  stiUe 

aUoon, 
Bihinden  othere  folk,  in  litel  faeede, 
And  neigh  the  dore,  ay  under  shames 

drede,  180 

Simple  of  a-tyr,  and  debonaire  of  chere, 
With  ful  aasured  loking  and  maneie. 

97.  This  Troilus,  as  he  was  wont  to  gyde 
His  yonge  knightes,  ladde  hem  up  and 

doun 
In  thilke  laige  temple  on  evevy  syde,   185 
Biholding  ay  the  ladyes  of  the  toan, 
Now  here,  now  there,  for  no  devookmn 
Hadde  he  to  noon,  to  reven  him  his  resta, 
But  gan  to  preyse  and  lakken  whom  him 

leste. 

98.  And  in  his  walk  tol  fast  he  gan  to 
wayten  190 

If  knight  or  squyer  of  his  oompanye 
Gan  for  to  syke,  or  lete  his  eyen  bayten 
On  any  woman  that  he  ooude  aspye ; 
He  wolde  smyle,  and  holden  it  folye, 
And  seye  him  thus,  *  god  wot,  she  slepeth 

Bofte  195 

For  loTe  of  thee,  whan  thou  tomest  ful 

ofte! 

90.  '  I  have  herd  told,  pardleux,  of  your 

livinge, 
Ye  lovers,  and  your  lewede  observaunoes, 
And  which  a  labour  folk  ban  in  winninge 
Of  love,  and,  in  the  keping,  which  dou- 

taunces;  soo 
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A»d  -whan  your  pnye  is  lotfe,  wo  and 


0  Yerr^y  Mm !  nyM  «xid  Uinde  be  je ; 
Ther  nis  not  oon  can  war  by  other  be.' 

9Ql  And  with  that  word  he  gan  cast  up 

thebrowe, 
Aaeannees,  'lo!    is   this   notxght  wysly 

^M>ken  ?  *  ao5 

At  wiiieh  the  god  of  love  gan  loken  rowe 
Highi  for  despyt,  and  shoop  for  to  ben 

wToken; 
He  kidde  anoon  his  bowe  nas  not  broken ; 
For  sodeynly  ho  hit  him  at  the  fUle  ; 
And  yet  aa  proud  a  pekok  can  he  pnlle.  910 

81.  O  blinde  world,  O  blinde  enteneionn  I 
How  olte  falleth  al  th'effect  contraire 
Of  sorqnidiye  and  foul  prestunpoiotm ; 
Tvr  caught  is  proud,  and  caught  is  de- 

bonaire. 
"niis  Troilus  is  domben  on  the  staire,  315 
And  MUl  weneth  that  he  moot  descenden. 
But   al-day   fiiyleth    thing    that    foles 

wendm. 

82.  As  proude  Bayard  ginneth  for  to 
skippe 

Out  of  the  wey,  so  priketh  him  his  com. 
Til  he  a  lash  have  at  the  longe  whippe,  aso 
Ihan  thenketh  he,  *  though  I  praunce  al 

bifom 
First  in  the  tnys,  tal  M  and  newe  shorn, 
Tet  am  I  but  an  hors,  and  horses  lawe 

1  moot  endure,  and  with  my  feres  drawe.* 

86.  So  ferde  it  by  this  fers  and  proude 
knight ;  ais 

Though  he  a  worthy  kingee  sons  were, 
And  wende  northing  hadde  had  swiohe 

Ayens  his  wil  that  sholde  his  herte  store, 
Tet  with  a  look  his  herte  wez  a-fere. 
That  he,  that  now  was  most  in  pryde 
aboTe,  ajo 

Wez  sodeynly  most  subget  un-to  love. 

84.  Fo«v4hy  enoample  taketh  of  this  man. 
Ye  wyse,  proude,  and  worthy  folkes  alle, 
To  seomen  Love,  which  that  so  sone  can 
The  freedom  of  your  hertes  to  him  thralle; 
For  ever  it  was,  and  ever  it  shal  biftile, 


That  Love  is  he  that  alle  thing  may 

binde; 
For  may  no  man  for-do  the  lawe  of  kinde. 

85.  That  this  be  sooth,  hath  preved  and 
doth  jrit  J  239 

For  this  trowe  I  ye  knowen,  alle  or  some, 
lien  reden  not  that  folk  ban  gretter  wit 
Than  they  that  han  be  most  with  love 

y-nome ; 
And  strongest  folk  ben  therwith  overcome. 
The  worthiest  and  grette^  of  degree;  344 
This  was,  and  is,  and  yet  men  shal  it  see. 

86.  And  trewelich  it  sit  wel  to  be  so ; 
For  alderwysest  han  ther-with  ben  plesed ; 
And  thoy  that  han  ben  aldermost  in  wo, 
With  love  han  been  oonfbrted  most  and 

esed ;  349 

And  ofle  it  hath  the  cruel  herte  apesed, 
And  worthy  folk  maad  worthier  of  name, 
And  causeth  most  to  dreden  vyee  and 


87.  Ifow  sith  it  mAy  not  goodly  be  with> 
stonde, 

And  is  a  thing  so  vertuous  in  kinde, 
Befuseth  not  to  Love  for  to  be  bonde,  255 
Sin,  as  him-selven  list,  he  may  yow  binda 
The  yerde  is  bet  that  bowen  wole  and 

winde 
Than  that  that  breet ;  and  therfor  I  yow 

rede 
To  folwen  him  that  so  wel  can  yow  lede. 

88.  But  for  to  tellen  forth  in  special   360 
As  of  this  kinges  sone  of  which  I  tolde. 
And  leten  other  thing  collateral, 

Of  him  thenke  I  my  tale  for  to  holde, 
Botiie  of  his  joye,  and  of  his  cares  coldo ; 
And  at  his  work,  as  touching  this  matere, 
For  I  it  gan,  I  wil  ther-to  refere.  266 

89.  With-inne  the  temple  ho  wente  him 
forth  pleyioge, 

This  Troilus,  of  every  wight  aboute. 
On  this  lady  and  now  on  that  lokinge, 
Wher-so  she  were  of  tonne,  or  of  with- 

eute:  370 

And  up-on  cas  bifel,  that  thomgh  a  route 
His  eye  peroed,  and  so  dope  it  wente, 
Til  on  Criseyde  it  smoot,  and  ther  it 

stente. 
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40.  And    sodeynly   he    wez    thdr-^th 
astoned, 

And  gan  hire  bet  biholde  in  thrifl^y  wyse  : 
*0    mercy,   godP    thonghte  he,    'wher 

hastow  woned,  276 

That  art  so  fair  and  goodly  to  de-vyse  ? ' 
Ther-with  hia  herte  gan  to  sprede  and 

ryse, 
And  Bofle  sighed,  lest  men  mighte  him 

here, 
And  caoghte  a-yein  hia  firste  plejdnge 

chere.  s^ 

41.  She  naa  not  with  the  leste  of  hir 
stature, 

But  aUe  hir  limes  so  wel  answeringe 
Weren  to  womanhode,  that  creature 
Was  never  lasse  T^ft^nniph  in  seminge.  a&i. 
And  eek  the  pure  wyse  of  here  meninge 
Shewede  wel,  that  men  znight  in  hir  gesse 
Honour,  estat,  and  wommanly  noblesse. 

42.  To  Troilus  right  wonder  wel  with-alle 
Gan  for  to  lyke  hir  mening  and  hir 

chere, 
Which  somdel  deynous  was,  for  she  leet 

falle  290 

Hir  look  a  lite  af«ide,  in  swioh  manere, 
Ascaunoes,   'what!  may  I  not  stonden 

here?' 
And  after  that  hir  loking  gan  she  lighte, 
That  never  thonghte  him  seen  so  good 

a  sighte. 

48.  And  of  hir  look  in  him  ther  gan  to 
quiken  395 

So  greet  desir,  and  swieh  affeooioon, 
That  in  his  hertes  botme  gan  to  stiken 
Of  hir  his  fixe  and  dei>e  impressioun  : 
And  though  he  erst  hadde  poured  up 
and  doun,  299 

He  was  tho  glad  his  homes  in  to  shrinke ; 
tJnnethes  wiste  he  how  to  loke  or  winke. 

44.  Lo,  ho  that  leet  him-selven  so  kon- 

ninge, 
And  Boomed  hem  that  loves  peynes  dryen, 
Was  fnl    unwar  that    love    hadde    his 

dweUinge 
With-inne  the  subtile  stremes  of  hir  ySn ; 
That   sodeynly  him   thoughte  he  felte 

dyen,  306 


Bight  with  hir  look,  the  spirit  in  his 

herte; 
Blessed  be  love,  that  thus  can  folk  con- 

verte! 

46.  She,  this  in  Uak,  lykin^  to  Troilu^^ 
Over  aUe  thin^^e  stood  for  to  biholde ; 
Ne  his  desir,  ne  wherfor  he  stood  thus, 
He  neither  chere  made,  ne  worde  tolde ; 
But  fVom  a-fer,  his  manor  for  to  holde, 
On  other  thing  his  look  som-tyme  he  caste. 
And  efb  on  hir,  whyl  that  servjve  laste.  315 

46.  And  after  this,  not  fulliohe  al  a- 
whaped, 

Out  of  the  temple  al  esiliche  he  wente, 
Bepentinge  him  that  he  hadde  ever  y- 

japed 
Of  loves  folk,  lest  fully  the  desoente 
Of  scorn  fille  on  him-self ;  but,  what  he 

mente,  510 

Lest  it  were  wist  on  any  maner  syde, 
His  wo  he  gan  diasimulen  and  hyde. 

47.  Whan  he  was  fro  the  temple  thus 
departed, 

He  streyght  anoon  un>to  hispaleys  tometh. 
Right  with  hir  look  thurgh-shoten  and 

thuxgh-darted,  325 

Al  feyneth  he  in  lust  that  he  sojometh  ; 
And  al  his  chere  and  speohe   also   he 

bometh ; 
And  ay,  of  loves  servants  every  whyle, 
Him-self  to  wxye,  at  hem  he  gan  to  smyle. 

48.  And  seyde,  '  lord,  so  ye  live  al  in  lest, 
Ye  loveres !  for  the  conningest  of  yow,  351 
That  serveth  most  ententiflioh  and  best, 
Him  tit  as  often  harm  ther-of  as  prow ; 
Tour  hyre  is  quit  ayein,  y  a,  god  wot  how ! 
Nought  wel  for  wel,  but  scorn  for  good 

servyse;  335 

In  feith,  your  ordre is  ruled  in  good  wyse! 


49.  In  noun-oerteyn  ben  alle  yonr  ob- 

servaunces. 
But  it  a  sely  fewe  poyntes  be ; 
Ne  northing  asketh  so  grete  attendaunoes 
As  doth  your  lay,  and  that  knowe  aUeyo ; 
But  that  is  not  the  worste,  as  mote  I  thee ; 
But,  tolde  I  yow  the  worste  poynt,  I  leva, 
Al  s^de  I  sooth,  ye  wolden  at  me  grave  I 
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50.  Bat  iak  this,  that  ye  loveres   ofte 
eschnwe, 

Or  elles  doom  of  good  entenoiooa,         345 
Fal  ofte  thy  lady  -wole  it  miaooxistme, 
And  deane  it  harm  in  hir  opiniovm  ; 
And  yet  if  she,  for  other  enoheaonn. 
Be  wrooth,  than  shalt  thou  han  a  groyn 

anoon : 
Loxd!  welishimthatmayheofyowoon!' 

51.  Bat  for  al  this,  whan  that  he  say  his 
tyme,  351 

He  held  his  pees,  non  other  hote  him 

gayned; 
For  love  bigan  his  fetheres  so  to  lyme, 
That  wel  onnethe  an-to  his  folk  he  feyned 
That  othere  be^e  nedes  him  destrayned ; 
For  wo  was  him,  that  what  to  doon  he 

niate,  356 

Bat  bad  his  folk  to  goon  wher  that  hem 

liste. 

52.  And  whan  that  he  in  chaombre  was 
aUone, 

He  doon  ni>-on  his  beddes  feet  him  sette, 
And  first  he  gan  to  ^yke,  and  eft  to 

grone,  360 

And  thonghte  ay  on  hir  bo,  with-outen 

lette, 
That,  as  he  sat  and  wook,  his  spirit  mette 
That  ho  hir  saw  a  temple,  and  al  the  wyse 
Bight  of  hir  loke,  and  gan  it  newe  avyse. 

oSw  Thus  gan  he  make  a  miroor  of  his 
minde,  365 

In  which  he  sangh  al  hooUy  hir  ilgare ; 
And  that  he  wel  coade  in  his  herte  finde, 
It  was  to  him  a  right  good  aventare 
To  lore  swich  oon,  and  if  he  dide  his  core 
To   serven  hir,  yet  mighte  he  fiUle  in 
grace,  370 

Or  eUes,  for  oon  of  hir  servaonts  pace. 

i>4.  Imagxningethat travaille nor grame 
Ne  mighte,  for  so  goodly  oon,  be  lorn 
As  she,  ne  him  for  his  desir  ne  shame, 
Al  were  it  wist,  bat  in  prys  and  up-born 
Of  alle  lovers  wel  more  than  bifom ;    376 
Thus  argomented  he  in  his  ginninge, 
Fnl  onavysed  of  his  wo  oominge. 

5o.  Thos  took  he  porpos  loves  craft  to 

snwe. 
And  thooghte  he  wolde  werken  prively, 


First,  to  hyden  his  desir  in  mnwe        381 
From  eveiy  wight  y-bom,  al-ontrely, 
Bat  he  mjghte  ooght  recovered  be  therby ; 
Bemembring  him,  that  love  to  wyde  y> 

blowe 
Telt  bittre  frnyt,  though  swete  seed  be 

sowe.  385 

56.  And  over  al  this,  yet  mnchel  more  he 
thooghte 

What  for  to  speke,  and  what  to  holden 

inne, 
And  what  to  arten  hir  to  love  he  sooghte. 
And  on  a  song  anoon-right  to  biginne,  389 
And  gan  loude  on  his  sorwe  for  to  winne; 
For  with  good  hope  he  gan  fully  assonte 
Criseyde  for  to  love,  and  nought  repente. 

57.  And  of  his  song  nought  only  the 
sentence, 

As  writ  myn  autour  called  LoUius, 
But  plejmly,  save  our  tonges  difference, 
I  dar  wel  sayn,  in  al  that  Troilus         396 
Seyde  in  his  song ;  lo  !  every  word  right 

thus 
As  I  shal  aeyn  ;  and  who-so  list  it  here, 
Lo !  next  this  vers,  he  may  it  finden  here. 

Cantna  TrollL 

68.  •  If  no  love  is,  0  god,  what  felo  I  so  ? 
And  if  love  is,  what  thing  and  whiche 

is  he  ?  401 

If  love  be  good,  from  whennes  comth  my 

wo? 
If  it  be  wikke,  a  wonder  thinketh  me, 
When  every  torment  and  adversitee 
That  Cometh  of  him,  may  to  me  savory 

thinke ;  405 

For  ay  thurst  I,  the  more  that  I  it  drinke. 

69.  And  if  that  at  myn  owene  lust  I 
brenne. 

Fro  whennes  cometh  my  wailing  and  my 

pleynte? 
If  harme  agree  me,  wher-to   pl^yne  I 

thenne  ? 
I  noot,  ne  why  unwexy  that  I  feynte.  4 10 
O  quike  deeth,  o  swete  harm  so  qaeynte. 
How  may  of  thee  in  me  swich  quantitee, 
But-if  that  I  consente  that  it  be  ? 

60.  And  if  that  I  consente,  I  wrongftilly 
Compleyne,  y-wis ;  thuspossedtoandfro. 
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Al  sierelees  irith-iime  a  boot  am  I        416 
A-mid  the  see,  liy-twixen  windes  two, 
lliat  in  contrarie  stondon  ever-mo. 
Alias !  what  is  this  wonder  maladjre  ?  419 
For  hete  of  cold,  for  cold  of  hete,  I  dye.' 

61.  And  to  the  god  ot  love  thus  seyde  he 
With  pitons  voyg,  *  0  lord,  now  yonres  is 
My  spirit,  which  that  onghte  yonres  be. 
Tow  thanke  I,  lord,  that  han  me  brooght 

to  this; 
Bat  whether  goddesse  or  womman,  y-wis, 
She  be,  I  noot,  which  that  y«  do  me 

serve;  426 

But  as  hir  man  I  wole  ay  live  and  starve. 

62.  Te  stonden  in  hire  eyen  mightily. 
As  in  a  place  nn-to  yonr  verta  digne ; 
Wherfore,  lord,  if  my  servyse  or  I        430 
May  lyke  yow,  so  beth  to  me  benigne ; 
For  myn  estat  rojral  here  I  resigne 
In-to  hir  bond,  and  with  fol  humble  ohere 
Bioome  hir  man,  as  to  my  lady  dere.'  434 

68.  In  him  ne  deyned  sparen  blood  royal 
The  fyr  of  love,  wher-fro  god  me  blesse, 
Ne  him  forbar  in  no  degree,  for  9I 
His  vertu  or  his  excellent  prowesse ; 
But  held  him  as  his  thral  lowe  in  distresse, 
And  brende  him  so  in  sondry  wyse  ay 
newe,  440 

That  sixty  tyme  a  day  he  loste  his  hewe. 

6i.  So  muche,  day  by  day,  his  owene 

thought, 
For  lust  to  hir,  gan  quiken  and  encrese. 
That  every  other  charge  he  sette  at  nought ; 
For-thy  ful  ofte,  his  bote  fyr  to  oese,    445 
To  seen  hir  goodly  look  he  gan  to  prese ; 
For  ther-by  to  ben  esed  wel  he  wende. 
And  ay  the  neer  he  was,  the  more  he 

brende. 

66.  For  ay  the  neer  the  fyr,  the  hotter  is. 
This,  trowe  I,  knoweth  al  this  oompanye. 
But  were  he  fer  or  neer,  I  dar  seye  this, 
By  night  or  day,  for  wysdom  or  folye,  45a 
His  herte,  which  that  is  his  brestes  yd, 
Was  ay  on  hir,  that  fairer  was  to  sene 
Than  ever  was  Eleyne  or  Polizene.       455 

66.  Eek  of  the  day  ther  passed  nought  an 

houre 
That  to  him-self  a  thousand  tyme  he  seyde, 


*  Good  goodly,  to  vdiom  serve  I  and  la« 
boure,  458 

As  I  best  can,  now  wolds  god,  Griseyde, 
Ye  wolden  on  me  rewe  er  that  I  deyde ! 
My  dere  herte,  alias  !  myn  heleaad  hewe 
And  lyf  is  lost,  but  ye  wole  on  me  xewe.' 

67.  Alle  othere  dredes  weren  from  him 
fledde, 

Bothe  of  th'assege  and  his  savacioun  ; 
Ne  in  him  de^yr   noon  othere   fownes 

bredde  465 

But  alignments  to  this  oonclusioan. 
That  she  on  him  wolde  han  oompasrionn, 
And  he  to  be  hir  man,  whyl  he  may  dure ; 
Lo,  here  his  lyf^  and  from  the  deeth  his 

cure!  469 

68.  The  sharpeshouresfelle  of  armes  prove. 
Thai  Setor  or  his  othere  hretheren  diden, 
Ne  made  him  only  ther-fore  ones  meve ; 
And  yet  was  he,  wher-so  men  wente  or 

riden, 
Founde  oon  the  best,  and  longest  i:yme 

abiden  474 

Ther  peril  was,  and  dide  eek  such  travayle 
In  annes,  that  to  thenke  it  was  mervayle. 

69.  But  for  non  hate  he  to  the  Grekes 
hadde, 

Ne  also  for  the  reseous  of  the  toon, 
Ne  made  him  thus  in  armos  for  to  madde. 
But  only,  lo,  for  this  oonolusioun,        480 
To  lyken  hir  the  bet  for  his  renoun  ; 
Fro  day  to  day  in  armes  so  he  spedda, 
That  alle  the  Grekes  as  the  daeth  him 
dredde. 

70.  And  fro  this  forth  tho  refte  him  love 
his  sleep, 

And  made  his  mete  his  foo ;  and  eek  his 
sorwe  485 

Gan  multiplye,  that,  who-so  toke  keep, 
It  shewed  in  his  hewe,  bothe  eve  and 

morwe; 
Therfor  a  title  he  gan  him  for  to  borwe 
Of  other  syknesse,  lest  of  him  men  wende 
That  the  bote  fyr  of  love  him  brende.  490 

71.  And  sejrde,  he  hadde  a  fever  and  ferde 
amis; 

But  how  it  was,  certayn,  can  I  not  seye. 
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If  that  his  lady  understood  not  this, 
Or  feyned  hir  she  niste,  oon  of  the  tireye ; 
Bat  wel  I  rede  that,  'hy  no  maner  weye, 
Ne  semed  it  [as]  that  she  of  him  zooghte, 
Nor  of  his  pesme,  or   what-so-ever   he 
thovi^hte. 

72.  Bat  than  fel  to  this  Troylus  such  wo, 
That  he  was  wel  neigh  wood ;  for  ay  his 

drede  499 

Was  this,  that  she  som  wight  had  loved  so, 
Hiat  never  of  him  she  wolde  have  taken 

hede; 
Far  whiehe  him  thonghie  he  fialte  his 

herte  hlede. 
Xe  of  his  wo  ne  dorste  he  not  higinne 
To  tellan  it,  fi>r  al  this  world  to  winnei 

73.  Bat  whanne  he  hadde  a  space  tro  his 
care,  505 

Thns  to  him-self  fol  ofte  he  gan  to  pleyne ; 
He  Bi^de,  '  O  fool,  now  art  thou  in  the 

snare, 
ThiA  whilom  ja^pedeat  at  loves  peyne  ; 
Now  artow  hent,  now  gnaw  thyn  owene 

oheyne; 
Thoa  were  ay  wont  echo  lovere  repr^ende 
Of  thing  tm  which  thoa  canst  thee  nat 

defends.  5x1 

74.  What  wole  now  every  lover  seyn  of 
thee, 

If  this  be  wist,  bat  ever  in  thyn  absence 
Langhen  in  scorn,  and  seyn,  "lo,  ther 

gooth  he. 
That  is  the  man  of  so  gret  sapience,     515 
That  held  as  loveres  leest  in  reverence ! 
Now,  thonked  be  god,  he  may  goon  in  the 


Of  hem  that  Love  y^t  febly  for  to  avaonce ! 

75.  Bat,  O  thoa  woftd  Troilas,  god  wolde. 
Sin  thow  most  loven  thoxgh  thy  destinee, 
That  thow  beset  were  on  swich  oon  that 
sholde  5^1 

Knowe  al  thy  wo,  al  lakkede  hir  pitee : 
But  al  so  oold  in  love,  towardes  thee, 
Thy  lady  is,  as  frost  in  winter  mono,   524 
And  thoa  £ardoon,  as  snow  in  fyr  is  gone.** 

7d.  God  wolde  I  were  axyved  in  the  port 
Of  deeth,  to  whioh  my  sorwe  wil  me  lede ! 


A,  lord,  to  me  it  were  a  greet  comfort ; 
Then  were  I  quit  of  langtusshing  in  drede. 
For  hy  myn  hidde  sorwe  y-blowe  on  brede 
I  shal  bi-japed  been  a  thonsand  tyme  531 
Hare  than  that  fool  of  whos  foljre  men 
ryme. 

77.  Bat  now  help  god,  and  ye,  swete,  ibr 
whom 

I  pleyne,  y-caoght,  ye,  never  wight  so 

faste!  554 

O  mercy,  dere  herte,  and  help  me  from 
The  deeth,  for  I,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

laste. 
More  than  my-self  wol  love  yow  to  my 

laste. 
And  with  som  freendly  look  gladeth  me, 

swete,  * 

Though  never  more  thipg  ye  me  bi-hete !' 

78.  This  wordes  and  fol  manye  an-other  to 
He  spak,  and  called  ever  in  his  com- 

pleynte  541 

Hir  name,  for  to  tellen  hir  his  wo. 
Til  neigh  that  he  in  salte  t-eres  dreynte. 
Al  was  for  nought,  she  herde  nought  his 

playnte; 
And  whan  that  he  bithoughte  on  that 

folye,  545 

A  thousand  fold  his  wo  gan  moltiplye. 

79.  Bi-waylinginhischambrethusallone, 
A  ireend  of  his,  that  called  was  Pandarc, 
Com  ones  in  unwar,  and  herde  him  grone, 
And  sey  his  freend  in  swich  dfstresse  and 

care :  550 

*  Alias  !  *  quod  he,  '  who  causeth  al  this 

&re? 
O  mercy,  god!   what  unhap  may  this 

mene? 
Han  now  thos  Bone  Grekes  maad  yow 

lene? 

80.  Or  hastow  som  remocs  of  conscience, 
And  art  now  falle  in  som  devocioun,  555 
And  waylest   for   thy  sinne  and   thyn 

offence, 
And  hast  tta  ferde  caoght  attricioan  ? 
Gtod  save  hem  that  bi-seged  han  our  toun. 
And  so  can  leye  our  jolytee  on  presse. 
And  bring  our  lusty  folk  to  holinesse !' 
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81.  These  wordes  aeyde  he  for  the  nones 
alle,  561 

That  with'swich  thing  he  mighte  him 

angry  maken. 
And  with  an  angre  don  his  sorwe  falle, 
As  for  the  tyme,  and  his  corage  awaken  ; 
Bat  wel  he  wiste,  as  fer  as  tonges  spaken, 
Ther  nas  a  man  of  gretter  hardinesse  566 
Than  he,  ne  more  desired  worthinesse. 

82.  *What  cas,*  qnod  Troilns,  *or  what 
aventnre 

Hath  gyded  thee  to  see  my  langoisshinge, 
That  am  refas  of  every  creature  P  570 
Bat  for  the  love  of  god,  at  my  preyinge, 

00  henne  a-way,  for  certes,  my  deyinge 
Wol  thee  disese,  and  I  mot  nodes  deye ; 
Ther-for  go  wey,  ther  is  no  more  to  seye. 

88.  But  if  thou  wene  I  be  thus  ayk  for 

drede,  575 

It  is  not  so,  and  ther-for  soome  nought ; 
Ther  is  a-nother  thing  I  take  of  hede 
Wel  more  than  ought  the  Grekes  han 

y-wrought, 
Wliich  cause  is  of  my  deeth,  for  sorwe 

and  thought. 
But  though  that  I  now  telle  thee  it  no 

leste,  580 

Be  thou  nought  wrooth,  I  hyde  it  for  the 

beste.' 

84.  This  Fandarci  that  neigh  malt  for  wo 
and  routhe, 

Ful  often  seyde,  *  alias !  what  may  this  be? 
Now  freend,'  quod  he,  *if  ever  love  or 

trouthe 
Hath  been,  or  is,  bi-twixen  thee  and  me, 
Ne  do  thou  never  swiche  a  crueltee     586 
To  hyde  fro  thy  freend  so  greet  a  care  ; 
Wostow  nought  wel  that  it  am  I,  Pandare  ? 

85.  I  wole  parten  with  thee  al  thy  peyne, 
If  it  be  so  I  do  thee  no  comfort,  590 
As  it  is  freendes  right,  sooth  for  to  seyne, 
To  entreparten  wo,  as  glad  desport 

1  have,  and  shal,  for  trewe  or  fals  report, 
In  wrong  and  right  y-loved  thee  al  my 

lyve;  594 

Hyd  not  thy  wo  fro  me,  but  telle  it  blyve.' 

86.  Then  gan  this  sorwfW  Troilus  to  syke. 
And  seyde  him  thus,  '  god  leve  it  be  my 

beste 


To  telle  it  thee;  for,  sith  it  may  thee 

lyke, 
Tet  wole  I  telle  it,  though  myn  herte 

breste;  599 

And  wel  wot  I  thou  mayst  do  me  no  reste. 
But  lest  thow  deme  I  tmste  not  to  thee, 
Now  herkne,  freend,  for  thus  it  stant  with 

me. 

67.  Love,  a-yeins  the  which  who-BO  de- 

fendeth 
Him-eelven  most,  him  alder-lest  avayleth. 
With  desespeir  so  sorwftilly  me  offendeth, 
That  streyght  un-to  the  deeth  myn  hert« 

sayleth.  606 

Ther-to  desyr  so  brenningly  me  assaylleth, 
That  to  ben  slayn  it  were  a  gretter  joye 
To  me  than  king  of  Grece  been  and  Troye ! 

88.  Suffiseth  this,  my  fnlle  freend  Pandare, 
That  I  have  seyd,  for  now  woetow  my  wo  ,- 
And  for  the  love  of  god,  my  oolde  care  61  a 
So  hyd  it  wel,  I  telle  it  never  to  mo ; 
For  harmes  mighte  folwen,  nko  than  two. 
If  it  were  wist ;  but  be  thou  in  gladnesse. 
And  lat  me  sterve,  unknowe,  of  my  dio- 

tresse.*  616 

89.  ^How  hastow  thus   unkindely  and 
longe 

Hid  this  fVo  me,  thou  fool?'  quod  Pan- 

darus ; 
*  Paraunter  thou  might  after  swioh  oon 

longe. 
That  myn  av^v  anoon  may  helpen  us.'  620 
*■  This  were  a  wonder  thing,'  quod  Troilus, 
'Thou  coudest  never  in  love  thy-selven 


How  devel  maystow  bringen  me  to  blisse  ? ' 

90.  *  Te,  Troilus,  now  herke,'  quod  Ban- 
dare, 

*  Though  I  be  nyce  ;  it  happeth  ofte  so,  625 
That  oon  that  ezces  doth  ful  yvele  fare 
By  good  counseyl  can  kepe  his  f^reend 

ther-Aro. 
I  have  my-self  eek  seyn  a  blind  man  go 
Ther-as  he  fel  that  conde  loke  wyde ; 
A  fool  may  eek  a  wys  man  ofte  e^e.    6^^ 

91.  A  whetston  is  no  kerving  instrument. 
And  yet  it  maketh  sharpe  kerving^tolis. 
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And  ther  thow  Wfxjst  that  I  have  ought 

miswent, 
Bsehewe  thou  that,  for  swioh  thing  to 

thee  soole  is ; 
Thus  ofte  -wyse  men  ben  -war  by  folis.  635 
If  thou  do  so,  thy  -wit  is  wel  biwared ; 
By  his  contrarie  is  every  thing  declared. 

92.  For  how  might  ever  sweetneese  have 
be  knowe 

To  him  that  never  tasted  bittemesse  ? 
Xe  no  man  may  be  inly  glad,  I  trowe,  640 
That  never  was  in  sorwe  or  som  distresse ; 
Eek  whyt  by  blak,  by  shame  eek  worthi- 

Eeh  set  by  other,  more  for  other  semeth ; 
As  men  may  see;   and  so  the  wyae  it 
demeth, 

93.  Sith  thus  of  two  contraries  is  a  lore, 
I,  that  ^ve  in  love  so  ofte  assayed      646 
GrevaunoeSy  oughte  conne,  and  wel  the 

more 
Coonsayllen  thee  of  that  thou  art  amayed. 
Eek  thee  ne  oughte  nat  ben  yveX  apayed, 
Though  I  desyre  with  thee  for  to  here  650 
Thyn  bevy  charge ;  it  shal  the  lasse  dere. 

94.  I  woot  wel  that  it  fitreth  thus  by  me 
As  to  thy  brother  Parys  an  herdesso. 
Which  that  y-cleped  was  Ofinone,        654 
Wroot  in  a  compleynt  of  hir  hevinesse : 
Ye  sey  the  lettre  that  she  wroot,  y  gesse?' 
'Nay,  never  yet,  y-wis,*  quod  TroiluB. 

*  Now,'  quod  Fandare,  *  herkneth  ;  it  was 
thus. — 

95.  "  Phebus,  that  first  fond  art  of  medi- 
cyne," 

Quod  she,  **and  oonde  in  every  -wightes 
care      ^  660 

Bemede  and  reed,  by  herbes  he  knew  fyne, 
Tet  to  him-eelf  his  oonninge  was  tol  bare  ,* 
For  love  hadde  him  so  bounden  in  a  snare, 
Al  fbr  the  doughter  of  the  kinge  Admete, 
That  al  his  craft  ne  coude  his  sorwe 
bete."—  665 

M.  Bight  BO  fare  I,  unhappily  for  me ; 
I  love  oon  best,  and  that  me  smerteth  sore ; 
And  yei,  paraunter,  can  I  rede  thee. 
And  not  my-eelf ;  repreve  me  no  more.  669 
I  have  no  cause,  I  woot  wel,  for  to  sore 


As  doth  an  hauk   that    listeth  for  to 

pleye. 
But  to  thyn  help  yet  somwhat  can  I  seye. 

97.  And  ofo  thing  right  sikermaystow  be. 
That  certayn,  for  to  deyen  in  the  peyne, 
That  I  shal  never-mo  disooveren  thee ;  675 
Ne,  by  my  trouthe,  I  kepe  nat  restreyne 
Thee  fro  thy  love,  thogh  that  it  were 

Eleyne, 
That  is  thy  brotheres  wyf,  if  ich  it  wiste; 
Be  what  she  be,  and  love  hir  as  thee  liste. 

98.  Therfore,  as  freend    fullich   in    me 
assure,  6S0 

And  tel  me  plat  what  is  thyn  enchesoun, 
And  final  cause  of  wo  that  ye  endure ; 
For  douteth  no-thing,  myn  entenoioun 
Nis  nou^^t  to  yow  of  reprehencioun, 
To  speke  as'  npw,  ibr  no  wight    may 
bireve  685 

A  man  to  love,  til  that  him  list  to  leve. 

99.  And  witeth  wel,  that  bothe  two  ben 
vyoes, 

Mistrusten  alle,  or  elles  alle  leve  ; 
But  wel  I  woot,  the  mene  of  it  no  vyce  is. 
For  for  to  trusten  sum  wight  is  a  preve  690 
Of  trouthe,  and  fotr-thy  wolde  I  fayn  re- 

meve 
Thy  wrong  oonoeyte,  and  do  thee  som 

wight  triste, 
Thy  wo  to  teUe ;  and  tel  me,  if  thee  liste. 

100.  The  wyse  seyth,  "wo  him  that  is 
allone. 

For,  and  he  fiJle,  he  hath  noon  help  to 
lyse ;"  695 

And  sith  thou  hast  a  fldlawe,  tel  thy  mone  ; 
For  this  nis  not,  certeyn,  the  nexte  vryse 
To  winnen  love,  as  techen  us  the  wyse. 
To  walwe  and  wepe  as  Niobe  the  queue, 
Whos  teres  yet  in  marbel  been  y-sene.  700 

101.  Lat  be  thy  weping  and  thy  drerinesse, 
And  lat  us  lissen  wo  with  other  speche ; 
So  may  thy  woftd  tyuie  seme  lesse. 
Delyte  not  in  wo  thy  wo  to  seche,         704. 
As  doon  thise  foles  that  hir  sorwes  eohe 
With  sorwe,  whan  they  han  misaventure, 
And  listen  nought  to  seche  hem  other 

cure. 
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102.  Men  aeyn,   "to  wreeche  is  oonso- 
laoionn 

To  have  an-other  felawe  in  Mb  peyne ;" 
That  oughte  wel  ben  onr  opinloun,       7x0 
IPor,  bothe  thon  and  I,  of  love  we  ployne ; 
So  fdl  of  Borwe  am  I,  soth  for  to  seyne, 
That  certeynly  no  more  harde  grace 
Kay  sitte  on  me,  for-why  ther  is    no 
apace. 

103.  If  god  wole  thon  art  not  agast  of  me, 
Lest  I  wolde  of  thy  lady  thee  bigyle,  716 
Thow  wost  thy-eelf  whom  that  I  love, 

pardee, 
As  I  best  can,  gon  sithen  longe  whyle. 
And  sith  thon  wost  I  do  it  for  no  wyle,  719 
And  sith  I  am  he  that  thou  tristest  most, 
Tel  me  sumwhat,  sin  al  my  wo  thon  wost.' 

lOi.  Yet  Troilns,  for  al  this,  no  word 

seyde, 
Bnt  longe  he  lay  as  stille  as  he  ded  were ; 
And  after  this  with  syringe  he  abreyde, 
And  to  Pandams  voys  he  lente  his  ere,  735 
And  np  his  eyen  caste  he,  that  in  fere 
Was  Pandams,  lest  that  in  finenesye 
He  sholde  falle,  or  elles  sone  dye  : 

105.  And  cryde  *a-WBke'  fal  wonderly 
and  sharpe ; 

*  What  ?  slombrestow  as  in  a  lytargye  ? 
Or  artow  lyk  an  asse  to  the  harpe,       731 
That  hereth  soon,  whan  men  the  strenges 

plye, 
Bnt  in  his  minde  of  that  no  melodye 
May  sinken,  him  to  glade,  for  that  he 
So  dol  is  of  his  bestialitee  ?'  735 

106.  And  with  that  Pandare  of  his  wordes 
stente; 

Bnt  Troilns  jret  him  no  word  answerde, 
For-why  to  teUe  nas  not  his  entente 
To  never  no  man,  for  whom  that  he  so 
ferde.  739 

For  it  is  seyd,  *  man  maketh  ofbe  a  yerde 
With  which  the  maker  is  him-self  y-beten 
In  sondry  manor,'  as  thise  wjrse  treten, 

107.  And  namely,  in  his  oonnseyl  tellinge 
That  toncheth  love  that  onghte  be  secree ; 
For  of  him-self  it  wolde  y-nongh  out- 
springe,  745 


But-if  that  it  the  bet  governed  be. 
Eek  som-tyme  it  is  craft  to  seme  flee 
Fro  thing  which  in  effeot  men  hnnte  £ute ; 
Al  this  gan  Troilns  in  his  herte  caste. 

106.  But  nathelees,  whan  he  had  herd 
him  cxye  750 

^  Awake  !'  he  gan  to  syke  wonder  sore, 
And  seyde,  *  fireend,  though  that  I  stille 

I  am  not  deef ;  now  pees,  and  cry  no  nkore ; 
For  I  have  herd  thy  wordes  and  thy  lore; 
Bnt  snffre  me  my  misohef  to  biwayle,  755 
For  thy  proverbes  may  me  nought  avayle. 

109.  Nor  other  core  oanstow  noon  for  me 
Eek  I  nil  not  be  enred,  I  wol  deye ; 
What  knowe  I  of  the  qnene  Niobe  ? 

Lat  be  thyne  olde  ensanmples,  I  thee 
preye.'  760 

*  No,'  qnod  tho  Pandams,  *therfo9 1  s^e, 
Swich  is  delyt  of  foles  to  biwepe 

Hir  wo,  bnt  seken  bote  they  ne  kepe. 

110.  Now  knowe  I  that  ther  reson  in  thee 
fiiyleth. 

Bnt  tel  me,  if  I  wiste  what  she  were  7^ 
For  whom  that  thee  al  this  misaunter 

ayleth? 
Dorstestow  that  I  tolde  hir  in  hir  ere 
Thy  wo,  sith  then  darst  not  thy-self  for 

fere, 
And  hir  bisoughte  on  thee  to  han  som 

ronthe  ?' 
'  Why,  nay,'  qnod  he,  '  l^y  god  and  by  mj 

tronthe  !*  770 

111.  *  What  ?  not  as  bisily,'  quod  Pandams, 
'  As  though  myn  owene  lyf  lay  on  this 

nedeP' 

*  No,  oertes,  brother/  qnod  tSis  Troilns. 
<And  why?'— 'For  that  thon  sholdest 

never  spede.' 
'  Wostow  that  wel  ? '— *  Ye,  that  is  out  of 

drede,'  775 

Quod  Troilus, '  for  al  that  ever  ye  conne. 
She  nil  to  noon  swich  wreoche  as  I  be 


112.  Quod  Pandams,  *  alias  I  what  may 

this  be, 
That  thon  despeyred  art  thos  oauselces  ? 
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What?  UveUk  not  thy  lady  ?  benedicUe  !  780 
How  "wostow  so  that  thon  art  gracelees  ? 
Swidi  yvel  ia  not  alwey  botelees. 
Why,  pnt  not  impossible  thus  thy  cure, 
8m  thinfp  to  oome  is  ofte  in  Ayentnre. 

113.  I  graimte  wel  that  thon  endnnest  wo 
As  shazp  as  doth  he,  Ticios,  in  helle,   786 
Whos  stomalL  fonles  tyren  ever-mo 
That  highte  volttizis,  as  bokes  telle. 
Bat  I  may  not  endure  that  thon  dwelle 
In  so  nnBVilfal  tea.  opinionn  790 
That  of  thy  wo  is  no  onracioun. 

114.  Bat  ones  niltow,  for  thy  oowaid 
berte, 

And  foot  thyn  lie  and  folish  wilftilnesse, 
For  wantrost,  tellen  of  thy  sorwes  smerte, 
Ke  to  thyn  owene  help  do  bisinesse  795 
As  mnche  as  speke  a  resonn  more  or  lease, 
Bnt  lyest  as  he  that  list  of  no-thing  recche. 
What  womman  ooade  love  swich  a 
wrecche? 

115.  What  may  she  demen  other  of  thy 
deeth. 

If  thou  thns  d^ye,  and  she  not  why  it  ia^  800 
•Bot  that  for  fere  is  yolden  np  thy  breeth» 
¥ar  Orekes  han  biseged  as,  y-wis  ? 
Lord,  which  a  thank  than  shaltowhan  of 

this! 
Thns  wol  she  seyn,  and  al  the  tonn  at 

ones, 
*^  The  wiiaoche  is  deed,  the  devel  have  his 

bones!**  805 

I16L  Thoa  mayst  aUone  here  wepe  and 
crye  and  knele ; 

Bat,  love  a  woman  that  she  woot  it 
nought. 

And  she  wol  qnyte  that  thou  shalt  not 
fele; 

Unknowe,  unkist^  and  lost  that  is  un- 
sought. 

What !  many  a  man  hath  love  ful  dere 
y-booght  810 

Twenty  winter  that  his  lady  wiste, 

That  nerer  yet  his  lady  mouth  he  kiste. 

117.  What?  shulde  he  therfor  fallen  in 

despeyr. 
Or  be  recreaant  for  his  owene  tene. 


Or  sleen  him-self,  al  be  his  lady  fayr  P  815 
Nay,  nay,  but  ever  in  oon  be  fresh  and 

grene 
To  serve  and  love  his  dere  hertes  quene, 
And  thenke  it  is  a  gueidoun  hir  to  servo 
A  thousand-fold  more  than  he  can  deserve. ' 

lia  And  of  that  word  took  hede  Troilus, 
And  thoughte  anoon  what  folye  he  was 

inne,  821 

And  how  that  sooth  him  Bejrde  Pandarus, 
That  for  to  sleen  him-self  mighte  he  not 

winno, 
But  bothe  doon  unmanhodand  asinne,  8^4 
And  of  his  deeth  his  lady  nought  to  ^»^te ; 
For  of  his  wo,  god  woot,  she  knew  ftd  lyte. 

119.  And  with  that  thought  he  gan  ful 
sore  syke, 

And  seyde,  *  alias  I  what  is  me  best  to  do? ' 
To  whom  Pandare  answerde,  'if  thee  lyke, 
The  best  is  that  thou  telle  me  thy  wo ;  830 
And  have  my  trouthe,  but  thou  it  finde  90^ 
I  be  thy  bote,  or  that  it  be  ful  longe, 
To  i>ecee  do  me  drawe,  and  sithen  honge ! ' 

120.  •  Ye,  so  thou  seyst,*  quod  Troilus  tho, 
'aUas! 

But,  god  wot,  it  is  not  the  rather  so  ;  835 
Ful  hard  were  it  to  helpen  in  this  cas. 
For  wel  finde  I  that  Fortune  is  my  fo, 
Ne  alle  the  men  that  ryden  conue  or  go 
May  of  hir  cruel  wheel  the  harm  with- 

stonde ; 
For,  as  hir  list,  she  pleyeth  with  free  and 

bonde.'  84f> 

121.  Quod  Pandarus,   'than    blamestow 
Fortune 

For  thou  art  wrooth,  ye,  now  at  erst  I  see  ; 
Woetow  nat  wel  that  Fortune  is  commune 
To  every  maner  wight  in  som  degree?  844 
And  yet  thou  hast  this  comfort,  lo,  pardee ! 
That,  as  hir  joyes  moten  over-goon, 
So  mote  hir  sorwes  passen  everichoon. 

122.  For  if  hir  wheel  stinte  any-thing  to 
tome. 

Than  oessed  she  Fortune  anoon  to  be  : 
Now,   sith   hir  wheel    by  no  wey  may 
sojome,  850 

What  wostow  if  hir  mutabilitee 
Bight  as  thy-selven  list,  wol  doon  by  thee, 
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Or  that  she  be  not  fer  fro  ihyn  faelpixige? 
Parannter,  thoa  hast  oanie  for  to  dnge ! 

128.  And  therfor  wostow  "what  I  thee 
beseche?  855 

Lat  be  thy  wo  and  turning  to  the  groonde ; 
For  who-eo  list  have  helping  of  his  leche, 
To  him  bihoveth  first  nnwrye  his  wonnde. 
To  Cerbems  in  helle  ay  be  I  boonde, 
Were  it  for  my  soster,  al  thy  sorwe,  860 
By  my  wil,  she  sholdeal  be  thyn  to>morwe. 

124.  Loke  up,  I  seye,  and  tel  me  what  she  is 
Anoon,  that  I  may  goon  aboate  thy  nede; 
Knowe  ich  hir  ought  ?  for  m^  love,  tel  me 

this;  864 

Than  wolde  I  hopen  rather  for  to  spede.* 
Tho  gan  the  veyne  of  Troilas  to  blede, 
For  he  was  hit,  and  wex  al  reed  for  shame ; 
'Aha!*  quod  Pandare,  'here  biginneth 

game!' 

125.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  him  for 
to  shake, 

And  seyde,  '  theef,  thou  shalt  hir  name 
telle.'  870 

But  tho  gan  sely  Troilus  for  to  quake 
As  though  men  sholde  han  lad  him  in-to 

helle. 
And  seyde,  *  alias  !  of  al  my  wo  the  welle, 
Than  is  my  swete  fo  called  Orisejrde !' 
And  wel  nigh  with  the  word  for  fere  he 
deyde.  875 

126.  And  whan  that  Pandaare  herde  hir 
name  nevene, 

Lord,  he  was  glad,  and  seyde,  '  freend  so 

dere. 
Now  fare  a-righ  t,  for  Joves  name  in  hevene, 
Love  hath  biset  thee  wel,  be  of  good  chere ; 
For  of  good    name    and    wysdom    and 

manere  880 

She  hath  y-nough,  and  eek  of  gentilesse ; 
If  she  be  fayr,  thow  wost  thy-self,  I  gease. 

127.  Ne  I  never  saw  a  more  bountevous 
Of  hir  estat,  ne  a  gladder,  ne  of  speche 

A  freendlier,  ne  a  more  gracious  885 

For  to  do  wel,  ne  lasse  hadde  nede  to 

seohe 
What  for  to  doon ;  and  al  this  bet  to  eohe, 
In  honour,  to  as  fer  as  she  may  streoohe, 
A  kinges  herte  semeth  by  hires  a  wreoche. 


128.  And  fol^-thy  loke  of  good  comfort 
thou  be ;  890 

For  oerteinly,  the  firsts  poynt  is  this 
Of  noble  oorage  and  wel  ordeyn^ 
A  man  to  have  pees  with  him-self;  y-wis ; 
So  onghtest  thou,  for  nought  but  good  it  is 
To  loven  wel,  and  in  a  worthy  place ;  895 
Thee  oughte  not  to  dope  it  hap,  but  grace. 

129.  And  also  thenlc,  and  ther-with  glade 
thee, 

That  sith  thy  lady  yertmms  is  al, 
So  folweth  it  that  ther  is  som  pitee 
Amonges  alle  thise  othere  in  general ;  900 
And  for-thy  see  that  thon,  in  special, 
Bequere  nought  that  is  ayein  hir  name ; 
For  Tertue   streccheth  not  him-self  to 


180.  But  wel  is  me  that  ever  I  was  bom, 
That  thou  biset  art  in  so  good  a  place;  905 
For  by  my  tronthe,  in  love  I  dorste  have 

sworn. 
Thee  sholde  never  han  tid  thus  fayr  a 

grace; 
And  wostow  why  ?  for  thou  were  wont  to 

chaoe 
At  love  in  scorn,  and  for  despyt  him. 

oalle 
'« Seynt  Idiot,  lord  of  thise  foles  alle."  910 

181.  How  often  hastow  maad  thy  nyoe 
japes, 

And  seyd,  that  loves  servants  everiohono 
Of  nycetee  ben  verray  goddes  apes ; 
And  some  wolde  monche  hir  mete  alane, 
Ligging  a-bedde,  and  make  hem  for  to 

grone ;  9«5 

And  som,  thou  seydeet,  hadde  a  blaunohe 

fevere. 
And  preydest  god  he  sholde  never  kevere  1 

182.  And  some  of  hem  toke  on  hem,  for 
the  colde, 

More  than  y-noogh,  so  seydestow  All  olte; 

And  some  han  feyned  ofte  tyme,  and  tolde 

How  that  they  wake,  whan  they  stopen 
Bofbe;  9» 

And  thus  they  wolde  han  brought  hem- 
self  a-lofte, 

And  nathelees  were  under  at  the  laste  ; 

Thus  seydestow,  and  japedest  ftil  £ute. 
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I3S.  Yet  seydestow,  th*t,  for  the  more 
part,  •  9:?5 

Tlieae  loveres  wolden  speke  in  general. 
And  thoofifliten  that  it  was  a  siker  art, 
For  faylxng,  for  to  aasayen  over-aL 
Xov  ma^  I  jape  of  thee,  if  that  I  ahal ! 
But  nathelees,  though  that  I  nholde  deye. 
That  thou  art  noon  of  iho,  that  derate  I 
K^e.  931 

134.  Now  heet  thy  hrest,  and  eey  to  god 

of  loTe, 
"  Thy  grace,  lord !  for  now  I  me  repente 
If  I  mia  epak,  for  now  niy-self  I  love  :" 
Thus  sey  with  al  thyn  herte  in  good  en- 
tente.* 935 
Quod  TroilnB,  *  a  1  lord  !  I  me  oonaentA, 
And  pray  to  thee  my  japes  thoa  foryive, 
And  I  shal  never-more  whyl  I  live.' 

1S6.  *  Thow  seyst  wel,'  qnod  Fhuidare, '  and 

now  I  hope 
That  thoQ,  the  goddes  wratthe  hast  al 

apesed ;  940 

And  sithen  thon  hast  wepen  many  adrope, 
And  s^yd  swioh  thing  wher-with  thy  god 

isplesed, 
Styw  wolde  never  god  bat  thoa  were  eeed ; 
And  think  wel,  she  of  whom  rist  al  thy  wo 
Here-alter  may  thy  comfort  been  al-eo.  945 

laei  For  thilke  ground,  that  bereth  the 

wedes  wikke, 
Berath  eek  thise  holsom  horbes,  as  All  ofte 
Xext  the  foole  netle,  rough  and  thikke. 
The  rose  waiceth  swote  aad  smothe  and 

solte; 
And  next  the  valey  is  the  hil  a-lofte ;  950 
And  next  the  derke  night   the   glade 


And  also  joye  is  next  the  fyn  of  sorwe. 

137.  Now  loke  that  atempre  be  thy  brydel, 
And,  for  the  beste,  ay  suffire  to  the  tyde, 
Or  elles  al  oar  labour  is  on  ydel ;  955 

He  haste*.h  wel  that  wysly  can  abjrde ; 
Be  dUigent,  and  trewe,  and  ay  wel  hyde. 
Be  lusty,  free,  persevere  in  thy  servyse. 
And  al  is  wel,  if  thou  werke  in  this  wyse. 

1381   Bnt   he  that  parted  is   in    every 

place  9^ 

Is  no-wher  hool,  as  writen  olerkes  wyse ; 


What  wcmder  is,  though  swich  oon  have 

no  grace? 
Eek  wostow  how  it  fareth  of  som  servyse  ? 
As  plaunte  a  tre  or  herbe,  in  sondry  wyse, 
And  on  the  morwe  pnlle  it  up  as  blyve,  965 
No  wonder  is,  though  itmay  never  thxyve. 

189.  And  sith  that  god  of  love  hath  thee 

bistowed 
In  place  digne  un-to  thy  worthinesse, 
Stond  faste,  for  to  good  port  hastow  rowed ; 
And  of  thy-self ,  for  any  hevinesse,       970 
Hope  alwey  wel ;  for,  but-if  drerinesse 
Or  over-haste  our  bothe  labour  shende, 
I  hope  of  this  to  maken  a  good  ende. 

140.  And  wostow  why  I  am  the  lasse  a- 
fered 

Of  this  matere  with  my  nece  trete  ?     975 
For  this  have  I  herd  sey d  of  wyse  y-lered, 
"  Was  never  man  ne  woman  yet  bigete 
That  was  unapt  to  sufiren  loves  hete 
Celestial,  or  elles  love  of  kinde ; "         979 
For-thy  som  grace  I  hope  in  hir  to  finde. 

141.  And  for  to  speke  of  hir  in  special, 
Hir  beautee  to  bithinken  and  hir  youthe, 
It  sit  hir  nought  to  be  celestial 

As  yet,  though  that  hir  liste  bothe  and 
oonthe;  984 

Bat  trewely,  it  sete  hir  wel  right  nouthe 
,  A  worthy  knight  to  loven  and  oheryce, 
And  bat  she  do,  I  holde  it  for  a  vyce. 

142.  Wherfore  I  am,  and  wol  be,  ay  redy 
To  peyne  me  to  do  yow  this  servyse ; 
For  bothe  yow  to  plese  thus  hope  I     990 
Her-afberward ;  for  ye  beth  bothe  wyse. 
And  conne  it  counseyl  kepe  in  swich  a 

wyse. 
That  no  man  shal  the  wyser  of  it  be ; 
And  so  we  may  be  gladed  alle  three. 

148.  And,  by  my  trouthe,  I  have  right 
nowofUiee  995 

A  good  oonoeyt  in  my  wit,  as  I  gesse, 
And  what  it  is,  I  wol  now  that  thou  see. 
I  thenke,  sith  that  love,  of  his  goodnesse, 
Hath  thee  converted  out  of  wikkednesse, 
That  thou  shalt  be    the   beste  post,  I 
leve,  1000 

Of  al  his  lay,  and  most  his  foos  to-greve. 
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144.  Ensample  why,  see  now  these  wyse 

derkos, 
That  erren  aldermost  a-yein  a  lawe, 
And  ben    converted    from    hir   wikked 

werkes 
Thomgh  grace  of  god,  that  list  hem  to 

him  drawe,  1005 

Than  am  they  folk  that  han  most  god  in 

awe, 
And    strengest-feythed    heen,    I   nnder^ 

stonde. 
And  conne  an  errour  alder-best  with- 

stonde.' 

145.'  Whan  Troilns  had  herd   Pandare 

assented 
To  been  his  help  in  loving  of  Criseyde,  loio 
Wcx  of  his  wo,  as  whoseyth,  nntormented, 
Bnt  hotter  wex  his  love,  and  thus  he  seyde, 
With  sobre  chore,  al-thongh  his  herte 

pleyde, 
'  Now  blisfol  Venus  helpe,  er  that  I  sterve, 
Of  thee,  Pandare,  I  may  som  thank  de- 

1015 


146.  Bnt,  dere  frond,  how  shal  myn  wo 
ben  lesse 

Til  this  be  doon  P  and  goode,  eek  tel  me 

this. 
How  wiltow  seyn  of  me  and  my  destresse  ? 
Lest  she  be  wrooth,  this  drede  I  most, 

y-wis, 
Or  nil  not  here  or  trowen  how  it  Is.    loao 
Al  this  drede  I,  and  eek  for  the  manere 
Of  thee,  hir  eem,  she  nil  no  swich  thing 

here.' 

147.  Quod  Pandams,   Hhou  hast  a  ftil 
gret  care 

Lest  that  the  oherl  may  falle  out  of  the 
mone !  1024 

Why,  lord  !  I  hate  of  thee  thy  nyce  fare ! 
Why,  entremete  of  that  thou  hast  to  done ! 
For  goddes  love,  I  bidde  thee  a  bone. 
So  lat  me  alone,  and  it  shal  be  thy  beste. ' — 
*  Why,  freend,'  quod  he,  *  now  do  right  as 
thee  leste. 

148.  But  herke,  Pandare,  o  word,  for  I 
nolde  1050 

That  thou  in  me  wendest  so  greet  folye, 
That  to  my  lady  I  desiren  sholde 


That  toucheth  harm  or  any  vilenye  ; 
For  dredelees,  me  were  lever  dye        1034 
Than  she  of  me  ought  elles  underatode 
But  that,  that  mighte  aounen  in-togode.* 

140.  Tho  lough  this  Paadaro,  and  anoon 

answerde, 
*  And  I  thy  borw  ?  fy !  no  wigl^t  dooth 

but  so; 
I  roughte  nought  though  that  sho  stode 

and  herde  1039 

How  that  thou  seyst ;  but  ^re-wel,  I  wol  go. 
A-dieu  I  be  glad  !  god  spede  us  bothe  two! 
Tif  me  this  labour  and  this  besinesse, 
And  of  my  speed  be  thyn  al  that  swetnesse.* 

150.  Tho  Troilus  gan  doun  on  knees  to 
falle,  1044 

And  Pandare  in  his  armes  hente  faste, 
And  seyde,  *  now,  fy  on  the  Grekes  alle ! 
Yet,  Pardee,  god  shal  helpe  us  at  the  laste ; 
And  dredelees,  if  that  my  lyf  may  laste. 
And  god  to-fom,  lo,  som  of  hem  shal 

smerte; 
And  yet  me  athinketh  that  this  avaunt 

me  asterte !  iO!5i> 

151.  Now,  Pandare,  I  can  no  more  aeye. 
But  thou  wys,  thou  wost-,  thou  mayst, 

thou  art  al ! 
My  lyf,  my  deeth,  hool  in  thyn  honde 

I  leye ; 
Help  now,*  quod  he.  *  Tis,  by  my  trouthe, 

IshaL' 
*Gk>d  yelde  thee,  freend,  and    this  in 

speeial,*  1055 

Quod  Troilus,  *  that  thou  me  reoomaunde 
To   hir    that    to    the    de«th    me   may 

comaunde.' 

162.  This  Pandams  tho,  desirous  to  serve 
His  ftUle  freend,  than  seyde  in  this  manere, 
*  Far-wel,  and  thenk  I  wol  thy  thank 

deserve ;  io6i> 

Have  here  my  tronthe,  and  that  thou 

shalt  wel  here.' — 
And  wente  his  wey,  thenking  on  this 

matere, 
And  how  he  best  mighte  hir  be8ech3  of 

gn»e. 
And  finde  a  tyme  thereto,  and  a  place. 
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lo8w  For  evexy  wight  that  hath  an  hoQfl 

to  founde  1065 

Ne  renneth  nought  the  werk  for  to  bi- 

ginne 
With  rakal  hond,  hat  he  wol  l^de  a 

stonnde, 
And  sende  hisherteslyne  out  fro  with-inne 
^der&TBt  his  pnzpos  for  to  -winne.      1069 
Al  this  Fandare  in  his  herte  thonghte, 
And  caste  his  -werk    fnl  wyaly,  or   he 

wroughte. 

154.  But  Troilns  hiy  tho  no  lenger  donn, 
Bat  np  aaoon  np-on  his  stede  bay, 
And  in  the  feld  he  pleyde  tho  leoon ; 
Wo  was  that  Qreek  that  with  him  mette 
that  day.  1075 

And  in  the  toon  his  maner  tho  forth  ay 
So  goodly  was,  and  gat  him  so  in  grace, 
That  ech  him  lovede  that  loked  on  his  &oe. 


155.  For  he  bloom  the  frendlyesto  wight, 
Thegentileste,and6ekthemoetefree,  1080 
The  thxiftieste  and  oon  the  beste  knight, 
That  in  his  tyme  was,  or  mighto  be. 
Dede  were  his  japes  and  his  crueltee, 
His     heighe     port     and     his     manere 

estraonge. 
And  eoh  of  tho  gan  for  a  verta  ohanuge. 

166.    Now   lat   OS   stinte   of  Troilos    a 

stoonde,  1086 

Tbat   fareth    Ijk  a  man  that    hurt  is 

sore. 
And  is  Bomdel  of  akinge  of  his  woonde 
T-lissed  wel,  but  heled  no  del  more  : 
And,  as  an  egy  pacient,  the  lore  1090 

Abit  of  him  that  gooth  aboute  his  core  ; 
And  thus  he  drysreth  forth  his  avonturo. 

EzpUdt  Liber  ] 


BOOK  IL 


Ineipit  prohemiiim  Secimdi  LlbrL 

1.  Oct  of  these  Uske  wawes  for  to  sayle, 
O  wind,  O  wind,  the  weder  ginneth  clere ; 
For  in  this  see  the  boot  hath  swich  tra- 

▼ayle, 
Of  my  conning  that  nnnethe  I  it  store  : 
This  see  dope  I  the  tempestoos  matere  5 
Of  desespeyr  that  Troilos  was  inne : 
Bat  now  of  hope  the  oalendes  biginne. 

±  O  lady  myn,  that  called  art  Cleo, 
Thoa  be  my  speed  fro  this  forth,  and  my 

mnse. 
To  lyme  wel  this  book,  til  I  have  do ;     10 
Ue  nedeth  here  noon  other  art  to  use. 
For-why  to  every  lovere  I  me  excuse, 
That  of  no  sentement  I  this  endyte, 
Bat  oat  of  Latin  in  my  tonge  it  vrryte. 

3.  Wherfore  I  nil  have  neither  thank  ne 
Uame  15 

Of  al  this  werk,  bat  pray  yow  mekely, 
Disblameth  me,  if  any  woid  be  lame. 
For  as  myn  anctor  seyde,  so  seye  I. 
Eek  though  I  speke  of  love^anfelingly, 


No  wonder  is,  for  it  no-thing  of  newe  is ;  20 
A  blind  man  can  nat  joggen  wel  in  hewis. 

4.  Ye  knows  eek,  that  in  forme  of  speohe 

is  chaange 
With-inne  a  thousand  yeer,  and  wordes 

tho 
That  hadden  prys,  now  wonder  nyoe  and 

straonge 
Us  thinketh  hem;   and  yet  they  spake 

hem  so,  2$ 

And  spedde  as  wel  in  lore  as  men  now  do ; 
JEek  for  to  winne  love  in  sondry  ages, 
In  sondry  londes,  sondry  been  usages. 

5.  And  for-thy  if  it  happe  in  any  wyse, 
That  here  be  any  lovere  in  this  place     30 
That  herkeneth,  as  the  story  wol  devyse, 
How  Troilos  com  to  his  lady  grace, 
And  thenketh,  so  nolde  I  nat  love  por- 

chaoe. 
Or  wondreth  on  his  speche  and  his  doinge, 
I  noot ;  but  it  is  me  no  wonderinge ;     35 

6.  For  every  wight  which  that  to  Borne 

went, 
Halt  nat  o  path,  or  alwey  o  manere ; 
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Eek  in  som  loud  were  al  the  ^amen  ihent, 
If  that  they  ferde  in  love  as  men  don  here. 
As  thus,  in  open  doing  or  in  ohere,  40 
In  visitinge,  in  forme,  or  aeyde  hlr  sawes ; 
For-thy  men  seyn,  ech  oontree  hath  hia 
lawe& 

7.  Eek  floardy  been  ther  in  thiflplaoe  three 
That  han  in  love  seyd  lyk  and  doon  in  al ; 
For  to  thy  purpoe  thin  may  lyken  thee,  45 
And  thee  right  nought,  yet  al  is  eeyd  or 

Bhal; 
Eek  som  men  grave  in  tree,  som  in  stoon 

wal, 
Ab  it  bitit ;  bat  sin  I  have  begonne, 
Myn  anctor  shal  I  folwen,  if  I  oonne. 

Explicit  prohemitun  Secnndl  X^rL 

Indpit  Liber  Secnndna. 

8.  In  May,  that  moder  is  of  monthes  glade, 
That  fresshe  flonres,  blewe,  and  vhyte, 

and  rede,  51 

Ben  qnike  agayn,  that  winter  dede  made, 
And  fol  of  bawme  is  fletinge  every  mede ; 
Whan  Phebns  doth  his  brighte  hemes 

sprede 
Bight  in  the  whyte  Bole,  it  so  bitidde    55 
As  I  shal  singe,  on  Mayes  day  the  thridde, 

0.  That  Pandaros,  for  al  his  wyse  speohe, 
Felte  eek  his  part  of  loves  shottes  kene, 
That,  conde  he  never  so  wel  of  loving 

preohe, 
It  made  his  hewe  a-day  tal  ofte  grene ,'  60 
So  shoop  it,  that  him  fil  that  day  a  tene 
In  love,  for  which  in  wo  to  bedde  he  wente. 
And  made,  er  it  was  day,  Ail  many  a  wente. 

10.  The  swalwe  Proignd,  with  a  sorwftU  lay, 
Whan  morwe  com,  gan  make  hir  wey- 

mentinge,  65 

Why  she  forshapen  was ;  and  ever  lay 
Pandare  a-bedde,  half  in  a  slomeringe, 
Til  she  so  neigh  him  made  hir  ohiteringe 
How  Terens  gan  forth  hir  snster  take. 
That  with  the  noyse  of  hir  he  gan  a-wake ; 

11.  And  gan  to  calle,  and  dresse  him  np 
to  ryse,  71 

Kemembringe  him  his  erand  was  to  done 
From  TroUns,  and  eek  his  greet  empiyse ; 


And  oaste  and  knew  in  good  plyt  was  the 

mone 
To  doon  viagB,  and  took  his  wey  fol  sona 
Un-to  his  neoes  paleys  ther  bi-syde ;      76 
Kow  Janns,  god  of  entree,  thou  him  gyde ! 

12.  Whan  he  was  oome  nn-to  his  neoes 

place, 
'  Wherismylady?'  to  hir  folk  sayde  he ; 
And  they  him  tolde  ;  and  he  forth  in  gan 

pace,  80 

And  fond,  two  othere  ladyes  sete  and  she 
With-inneapavedparlonr;  and  they  three 
Herden  a  mayden  reden  hem  the  geste 
Of  the  Sege  of  Thebes,  whyl  hem  leste.  K4. 

18.  QiiodFkndaras,*madame,godyowsee, 
With  al  yoor  book  and  al  the  oompanye !' 
'  E|y,  nnde  myn,  weloome  y-wis,'  quod  she. 
And  up  she  roos,  and  by  tike  bond  in  hye 
She  took  him  faste,  and  seyde,  *  this  night 

thrye. 
To  goode  mote  it  tnme,  of  yow  I  mette!* 
And  with  that  word  she  doon  on  bench 

him  sette.  91 

li.  *  Te,  nece,  ye  shal  fare  wel  the  bet, 
If  god  wole,  al  this  yeer,'  quod  Pandaros ; 
'  But  I  am  sory  that  I  have  yow  let  94 
To  herknen  of  your  book  ye  preysen  thns; 
For  goddos  love,  what  seith  it  ?  tel  it  us. 
Is  it  of  love  ?  O,  som  good  ye  me  lore  !* 
'Uncle,'  quod  she,  *your  maistresse  is  not 
here!' 

15.  With  that  they  gonnen  laughe,  and 
tho  she  seyde,  99 

'  This  romaunce  is  of  Thebes,  that  we  rede ; 
And  we  han  herd  how  that  king  Laius 

deyde 
Thurgh  Edippus  his  sone,  and  al  that  dede ; 
And  here  we  stenten  at  these  lettres  rede. 
How  the  bisshop,  as  the  book  can  telle, 
Amphiorax,  fil  thurgh  the  ground  to  helle.* 

16.  Quod  Pandarus,  '  al  this  knowe  I  my- 
selve,  106 

And  al  th^assege  of  Thebes  and  the  care; 
For  her-ofbeen  ther  maked  bokes  twelves — 
But  lat  be  this,  and  tel  me  how  ye  fare ; 
Do  wey  your  barbe,  and  shew  your  face 
bare;        ^  no 
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Do  WQ7  your  book,  rys  up,  and  lat  vs 

daanoe. 
And  lat  ns  don  to  Uay  8om  observamioe.' 

17.  *  A  !  god  fbrbede  !*  quod  she,  ^  be  ye 

mad? 
Is  that  a  widewes  lyf,  so  god  yon  save  ? 
By  god,  ye  aoaken  me  right  sore  a-drad,  1 15 
Ye  ben  so  wilde,  it  semeth  as  ye  rave ! 
It  sete  me  wel  bet  ay  in  a  cave 
To  bidde,  and  rede  on  holy  seyntes  lyves : 
L«t  m^ydens  gon  to  dannoe,  and  yonge 


18.  ^  As  ever  thryveVqnod  this  Fandaros, 
^  Tet  ooode  I  telle  a  thing  to  doon  yon 

pleye.'  121 

*■  Now  nnole  dere,'  qnod  she,  '  tel  it  ns 
For  goddee  love ;  is  than  th'assege  a-weye  ? 
I  am  of  Grekes  so  ferd  that  I  deye.' 
^Xay,   nay,'  qnod  he,  'as  ever  mote  I 

thxyve !  ia$ 

It  is  a  thing  irel  bet  than  swiche  i^ve.' 

19.  '  Te,  holy  god ! '  qnod  she, '  what  thing 
is  that? 

What?  bet  than  swiche  fyve?   ey,  nay, 

7-wis! 
For  al  this  world  ne  can  I  reden  what 
It  sholde  been ;  som  jape,  I  trowe,  is  this ; 
And  baft  yoor^elven  teUe  ns  what  it  is,  131 
Ky  vit  is  for  to  arede  it  al  to  lene ; 
As  help  me  god,  I  noot  nat  what  ye  mene.* 

SO.  *And  I  your  borow,  ne  never  shal, 

forme. 
This  thin^  be  told  to  yow,  as  mote  I 

thiyve !'  135 

'  And  why  so,  nncle  myn  ?  why  so  ?'  quod 

she. 
'  By  god/  qnod  he,  '  that  wole  I  teUe  as 

blyve; 
For  prouder  womman  were  ther  noon  on- 

lyve. 
And  ye  it  wiste,  in  al  the  toon  of  Troye  ; 
I  jap«  nought,  as  ever  have  I  joye ! '     140 

21.  Tho  gan  she  wondren  more  than  bi- 

fom 
A  thousand  fold,  and  doun  hir  eyen  oasto ; 
For  never,  sith  the  tyme  that  she  was  bom, 
To  knows  thing  desired  she  so  faste ;  144 


And  with  a  ^k  she  Meyde  him  at  the  laste, 
*Now,  nnole  vayn,  I  nil  yow  nought  dis- 

plese. 
Nor  axen  more,  that  may  do  yow  disese. ' 

22.  So  ailer  this,  with  many  wordes  glade, 
And  freendly  tales,  and  with  mery  chere, 
Of  this  and  that  they  pleyde,  and  gunnen 

wade  150 

In  many  an    unkouth  gUid   and    deep 

matere. 
As  ficeendes  doon,  whan  they  ben  met 

y-f ere ; 
Til  atM  gan  axen  him  how  Ector  ferde, 
That  was  the  tonnes  wal  and  Grekes  yerde. 

28.  '  Ful  wel,  I  thanke  it  god,'  quod  Fan- 
dams,  155 

'Save  in  his  arm  he  hath  a  litel  wounde ; 
And  eek  his  firasshe  brother  Troilus, 
The  wyse  worthy  Eotor  the  secounde. 
In  whom  that  every  vertu  list  abounde, 
As  alls  trouthe  and  alle  gentillesse,     160 
Wysdom,  honour,  fredom,  and  worthi- 


24.  *  In  good  feith,  eem,'  quod  she,  '  that 
lyketh  me ; 

Th^  faren  wel,  god  save  hem  bothe  two ! 
For  trewely  I  holds  it  greet  deyntee 
A  kinges  sone  in  armes  wel  to  do,        165 
And  been  of  good  oondiciouns  thex^to ; 
For  greet  power  and  moral  vertu  here 
la  selde  y-seye  in  o  penone  y-fere.' 

25.  *In  good  feith,  that  is  sooth,*  quod 
Fandaras; 

'  But,  by  my  trouthe,  the  king  hath  sones 
tweye,  170 

That  is  to  mene,  Ector  and  Troilus, 
That  certainly,  though  that  I  sholdo  deye, 
They  been  as  voyde  of  vyoee,  dar  I  seye. 
As  any  men  that  liveth  under  the  sonne, 
Hir  might  is  wyde  y-knowe,  and  what 
tiiey  conne.  X75 

26.  Of  Ector  nedeth  it  nought  for  to  telle ; 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  a  bettro  knight 
Than  he,  that  is  of  worthinesse  wello  ; 
And  he  wel  more  vertu  hath  than  might. 
This  knoweth  many  a  wys  and  worthy 

wight.  180 
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The  same  prj'S  of  Troilns  I  seye, 
God  help  me  so,  I  knowe  not  swiche 
tweye.' 

27.  •  By  god,'  quod  she,  '  of  Ector  that  is 
sooth ; 

Of  Troilos  the  same  thing  trowe  I ; 
For  dredeleee,  men  tellen  that  he  dooth 
In  armes  day  by  day  so  worthily,  i86 

And  bereth  him  here  at  hoom  so  gentilly 
To  eveiy  wight,  that  al  the  piys  hath  he 
Of  hem  that  me  were  levest  preysed  be.' 

28.  *  Ye  sey  right  sooth,  y-wia,*  quod  Pan- 
dams;  190 

'  For  yesterday,  who-so  hadde  with  him 

been. 
He  might  have  wondred  up-on  Troilns ; 
For  never  yet  so  thikke  a  swarm  of  been 
No  fleigh,  as  Grekes  fro  him  gonne  fleen; 
And  thorugh  the  feld,  in  every  wightes 

ere,  195 

Ther  nas  no  cry  but  "Troilns  is  there!" 

29.  Now  here,  now  there,  he  hunted  hem 
sofaste, 

Ther  nas  bat  Grekes  blood  ;  and  Troilus, 
Now  hem  he  hurte,  and  hem  olle  doun  he 

caste; 
Ay  where  he  wente  it  was  arayed  thus :  100 
He  was  hir  deeth,  and  sheld  and  lyf  for  us ; 
That  as  that  day  ther  dorste  noon  with* 

stonde, 
Whyl  that  he  held  his  blody  swerd  in 

honde. 

80.  Therto  he  is  the  freendlieste  man 
Of  grete  estat,  that  ever  I  saw  my  lyre ; 
And  wher  him  list,  best  felawshipe  can  206 
To  suche  as  him  thinketh  able  for  to 

thryve.* 
And  with  that  word  tho  Fandarus,  as 

blyve. 
He  took  his  leve,  and  seyde,  *I  wol  go 

henne  :* 
*■  Nay,  blame  have  I,  myn  uncle,'  quod  she 

thenne.  210 

81.  *  What  eyleth  yow  to  be  thus  wery 
sone, 

And  namelich  of  wonunen  ?  wol  ye  so  ? 
Nay,  sitteth  down ;  by  god,  I  have  to  done 


With  yow,  to  speke  of  wisdom  er  ye  go.' 
And  every  wight  that  was  a-boute  hem 

tho,  31$ 

That  herde  that,  gan  fer  a-wey  to  stonde, 
Whyl  they  two  hadde  al  that  hem  liste 
in  honde. 

32.  Whan  that  hir  tale  al  brought  was  to 

anende 
Of  hire  estat  and  of  hir  govemaunce,  219 
Quod  Pandarua,  *  now  is  it  tyme  I  wende ; 
But  yet,  I  seye,  aryseth,  lat  us  daunce, 
And  cast  your   widwea   habit    to   mis> 

chaunce : 
What  list  yow  thus  your-self  to  disfigure, 
Sith  yow  IB  tid  thus  £Eur  an  aventure  ?' 

88.  <  A 1  wel  bithought  I  for  love  of  god,* 
quod  she,  225 

*  Shal  I  not  witen  what  ye  mene  of  this?' 
*■  No,  this  thing  azeth  layser, '  tho  quod  he, 

*  And  eek  me  wolde  muche  greve,  y-wis, 
If  I  it  tolde,  and  ye  it  toke  amis. 

Yet  were  it  bet  my  tonge  for  to  stille  230 
Than  seye  a  sooth  that  were  ayeins  your 
wille. 

84.  For,  neoe,  by  the  goddesse  Minerve, 
And  Juppiter,  that  maketh  the  thonder 

ringe. 
And  by  the  blisful  Venus  that  I  serve. 
Ye  been   the  womman   in   this  world 

livings,  235 

With-oute  paramours,  to  my  witinge. 
That  I  best  love,  and  lothest  am  to  greve, 
And  that  ye  witen  wel  your-oelf,  I  leve.* 

86.  '  Y-wis,  myn  uncle,'  quod  she,  '  grant 

mercy; 
Your  freendship  have  I  founden  ever  yit ; 
I  am  to  no  man  holden  trewely  241 

So  muche   as    yow,  and   have   so  litel 

quit; 
And,  with  the  grace  of  god,  emforth  my 

wit, 
As  in  my  gilt  I  shal  you  never  offende ; 
And  if  I  have  er  this,  I  wol  amende.     245 

86.  But,  for  the  love  of  god,  I  yow  be- 

seche, 
As  ye  ben  he  that  I  most  love  and  triste, 
Lat  be  to  me  your  fremde  maner  speche. 
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And  sey  to  me,  your  neoe,  what  yow  liste : ' 
And  -with  that  word  hir  tmde  anoon  hir 
kiste,  250 

And  seyde,  *■  gladly,  lere  nece  dere, 
Tak  it  for  good  that  I  shal  seye  yow  here.' 

37.  With  that  she  gan  hir  eyen  doon  to 
caste, 

And  Pandanu  to  coghe  gan  a  lyte,     '  254 
And  aeyde,  *  neoe,  alwey,  lo !  to  the  laste, 
How-so  it  be  that  som  men  hem  delyte 
With  subtil  art  hir  tales  for  to  endyte, 
Tet  for  al  that,  in  hir  entenoioon, 
Hir  tale  is  al  for  som  oonolusionn. 

38.  And  sithen    th*ende   is   every  tales 
strengthe,  a6o 

And  this  matere  is  so  bihoyely, 

What  sholde  I  peynte  or  drawen  it  on 

langthe 
Toyow,  that  been  my  freend  so  feithftiUy  ? ' 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  right  inwardly 
Biholden  hir,  and  loken  on  hir  face,    265 
And  seyde,  *on  snche  a  mironr  goode 

grace!* 

30.  Than  thooghte  he  thus, '  if  I  my  tale 

endyte 
Onght  hard,  or  make  a  proces  any  whyle, 
She  shal  no  Bavonx  ban  ther-in  bat  lyte, 
And  trowe  I  wolde  hir  in  my  wil  bigyle. 
yor  tendre  wittes  wenen  al  be  wyle      271 
Ther«s  they  can  nat  pleynly  understonde ; 
For-thy  hir  wit  to  serven  wol  I  fonde  * — 

40.  And  loked  on  hir  in  a  besy  wyse,    274 
And  she  was  war  that  he  byheld  hir  so, 
And  seyde,  4ord !  so  faste  ye  me  avyse ! 
Seyye  me  never  er  now?  what  seyye,  no?* 
*  Yes,  yes,'  qnod  he,  *  and  bet  wole  er  I  go ; 
Bat,   by  my  troathe,    I  thoaghte   now 

if  ye 
Be  fortanat,  for  now  men  shal  it  see.   280 

41.  For  to  eveiy  wight  som  goodly  aven- 
tore 

Som  tyme  is  shape,  if  he  it  can  receyven  ; 
And  if  that  he  wol  take  of  it  no  core. 
Whan  that  it  cometh,  bat  wilfiilly  it 


lio,  neither  cas  nor  fortane  him  dec«yven. 


But  right  his  verray  sloathe  and  wrecched- 

nesse ;  286 

And  swich  a  wight  is  for  to  blame,  I  gesse. 

i2.  Good  aventore,  O  bele  nece,  have  ye 
Fal  lightly  foonden,  and  ye  conne  it  take; 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  and  eek  of  me, 
Cacc^e  it  anoon,  lest  aventore  slake.    291 
What  sholde  I  longer  proces  of  it  make  ? 
Tif  me  yoor  bond,  for  in  this  world  is 

noon, 
If  thatyoaliBt,awight80welbegoon.  294 

iS.  And  sith  I  speke  of  good  entenoionn, 
As  I  to  yow  have  told  wel  here-bifom, 
And  love  as  wel  yoar  honour  and  renonn 
As  creature  in  al  this  world  y-bom ; 
By  alle  the  othes  that  I  have  yow  sworn, 
And  ye  be  wrooth  thorfore,  or  wene  I  lye, 
Ne  shal  I  never  seen  yow  eft  with  yS,    301 

i4.  Beth  nought  agast,  ne  quaketh  nat ; 

wher-to? 
Ne  chaxmgeth  nat  for  fere  so  your  hewe ; 
For  hardely,  the  werste  of  this  is  do ; 
And  though  my  tale  as  now  be  to  yow 

newe,  305 

Tet  trist  alwey,  ye  shal  me  flnde  trewe ; 
And  were  it  thing    that  me  thoughte 

unsittinge. 
To  yow  nolde  I  no  swiche  talra  bringe.' 

46.  *  Now,  my  good  eem,  for  goddes  love, 
I  preye,'  309 

Quod  she,  'com  of,  and  tel  me  what  it  is; 
For  bothe  I  am  agast  what  ye  wol  seye, 
And  eek  me  longeth  it  to  wite,  y-wis. 
For  whether  it  be  wel  or  be  amis,    * 
Sey  on,  lat  me  not  in  this  fere  dwelleut' 
'So  wol  I  doon,  now  herkneth,  I  shal 
telle:  3x5 

46.  Now,  nece  myn,  the  kinges  dere  sone, 
The  goode,  wyse,  worthy,  fresshe,  and  free, 
Which  alwey  for  to  do  wel  is  his  wone, 
The  noble  IVoilus,  so  loveth  thee, 
That,  bot  ye  helpe,  it  wol  his  bane  be.  320 
Lo,  here  is  al,  what  sholde  I  more  seye  ? 
Doth  what  yow  list,  to  make  Iiim  live  or 


47.  But  if  ye  lete  him  deye,  I  wol  sterve; 
Have  her  my  trouthe,  nece,  I  nil  not  lyen ; 
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Al  Bholde  I  with  this  knyf  my  throie 
kerye  * —  3»5 

With  that  the  teres  braste  ont  of  his  yfia, 

And  seyde,  *if  that  ye  doon  U8  bothe 
dyen, 

Thus  giltelees,  than  have  ye  flashed  fkire  ; 

What  mende  ye,  though  that  we  bothe 
apeyreP 

48.  Alias!  he  which  that  is  my  lord  so 
dere,  330 

That  trewe  man,  that  noble  gentil  knight. 
That  nought  desireth  but  your  fireendly 

chore, 
I  see  him  deye,  ther  he  goth  up-right, 
And  hasteth  him,  with  al  his  ftdle  might. 
For  to  be  slayn,  if  fortune  wol  assente ;  355 
Alias !    that  god  yow  swich  a  beantee 

sentel 

49.  If  it  be  so  that  ye  so  omel  be, 

That  of  his  deeth  yow  liste  nought  to 

reoohe, 
That  is  so  trewe  and  worthy,  as  ye  see, 
No  more  than  of  a  japere  or  a  wrecohe,  340 
If  ye  be  swich,  your  beantee  may  not 

streoche 
To  make  amendes  of  so  crael  a  dede ; 
Avjrsement  is  good  bifore  the  nede. 

50.  Wo  worth  the  fiiire  gemme  yertoleee ! 
Wo  worth  that  herbe  also  that  dooth  no 

bote!  345 

Wo  worth  that  beantee  that  is  roathelees ! 
Wo  worth  that  wight  that  tret  eoh  nnder 

fote! 
And  'y^  that  been  of  beantee  crop  and 

rote, 
If  therwith-al  in  yon  ther  be  no  ronthe. 
Than  is  it  harm  ye  liven,  by  my  tronthe ! 

51.  And  also  thenk  wel,  that  this  is  no 
gaude ;  351 

For  me  were  lever,  thou  and  I  and  he 
Were  hanged,  than  I  sholde  been  his 

bande, 
As  heye,  as  men  mighte  on  ns  alle  y-see: 
I  am  thyn  eem,  the  shame  were  to  me,  355 
As  wel  as  thee,  if  that  I  sholde  assente, 
Thomgh  myn  abet,  that  he  thyn  honour 

■hente. 


6a.  Now  understond,  for  I  yow  nought 

requere, 
To  binde  yow  to  him  thomgh  no  beheste, 
ButonJy  that  ye  make  him  bettrechere  360 
Than  ye  han  doon  er  this,  and  more  feete. 
So  that  his  lyf  be  saved,  at  the  leste 
This  al  and  som,  and  playnly  our  entente ; 
God  helpe  me  so,  I  never  other  mente.  364 

58.  Lo,  this  request  is  not  but  skile,y-wis, 
Ne  doute  of  reson,  pardee,  is  ther  noon. 
I  sette  the  worste  that  ye  dxedden  this, 
Men  wolden  wondren  seen  him  come  or 

goon: 
Ther-ayeins  answere  I  thus  a-noon,     369 
That  every  wight,  but  he  be  ^1  of  khide, 
Wol  deme  it  love  of  freendship  in  his 

minde. 

54.  What?  who  wol  deme,  though  lie  see 

aman 
To  temple  go,  that  he  the  images  eteth  ? 
Thenk  eek  how  wel  and  wysly  that  he  oan 
Goveme  him-self,  that  he  no-thing  for- 

yeteth,  375 

That,  wher  he  oometh,  he  prys  and  thank 

himgeteth; 
And^eek  ther-to,  he  shal  come  here  so 

selde, 
What  fors  were  it  thoogh  al  the  tonn 

behelde? 

66.  Swich  love  of  freendes  zegneth  al  this 

toun; 
And  wxye  yow  in  that  mantel  ever-mo ; 
And,  god  so  wis  be  my  savacionn,         381 
As  I  have  s^yd,  yonr  beste  is  to  do  sa 
But  alwey,  goode  neoe,  to  stinte  his  wo, 
So  lat  your  daunger  sucred  ben  a  lyte, 
That  of  his  deeth  ye  be  nought  for  to 

wyte.'  385 

58.  Griseyde,  which  that  herde  him  in 

this  wyse, 
Thooghte,  *•  1  shal  fele  what  he  meneth, 

y-wis.» 
'Now,  eem,'  quod  she,  'what  wolde  ye 

devjrse. 
What  is  your  reed  I  sholde  doon  of  this?* 
•That  is  wel  seyd,*  quod  he,  *certayn, 

bestis  390 
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That  ys  him  love  ayein  fbr  hiB  lovinge, 
Am  love  fbr  love  is  skilfttl  gaeTdoninge. 

57.  Thenk  eak,  how  elde  waeteth  every 

honre 
In  eehe  of  yow  a  party  of  beantee ; 
And  iherfbre,  er  that  ago  thee  devoure,  395 
Qo  love,  for,  olde,  ther  wol  no  wight  of 

thee. 
Lat  this  proverbe  a  lore  un-to  yow  be ; 
1V»  late  y-war,  quod  Beantee,  whan  it 


jKDd  elde  daimteth  dannger  at  the  laste. 

56l  The  hinges  fool  is  woned  to  oxyen 

loade,  400 

Whan  that  him   tlilnketh   a  womman 

boreth  hhr  hyfi, 
**  80  longe  mote  ye  live,  and  alle  pronde^ 
TQ  erowes  feet  be  growe  under  your  y6, 
And  sende  yow  thanne  a  mircrar  in  to 
pryfl  40+ 

In  whiche  ye  may  see  yonr  &oea^morwe ! " 
Kece,  I  bid  wisshe  yow  no  more  sorwe.' 

69.  With  this  he  stente,  and  caste  adoon 

the  heed, 
And  she  higan  to  breste  a-wepe  anoon. 
And  seydo,  ^allas,  for  wo!  why.nere  I 

deed? 
For  of  this  world  the  feith  is  al  agoon !  410 
Alias !  what  sholden  straunge  to  me  doon, 
When  he,  that  for  my  beste  £reend  I 

wende, 
Bet  me  to  love,  and  sholde  it  me  defende  ? 

80.  Alias  1  I  wolde  ban  trusted,  doatelees, 
That  if  that  I,  thurgh  my  disaventnre,  415 
Had  loved  other  him  or  Achilles, 
Sctor,  or  any  mannes  creature, 
Ye  nolde  han  had  no  meroy  ne  mesore 
On  me,  but  alwey  had  me  in  repreve ; 
This  ftL^Me  world,  aUas !  who  may  it  leve? 

61.  What?  is  this  al  the  joye  and  al  the 
ftste?  4^1 

Is  this  yonr  reed,  is  this  my  blisfdl  oas  ? 
Is  this  the  verray  mode  of  your  beheste  ? 
Is  al  this  peynted  prooes  seyd,  alias  I  424 
Bight  for  this  fyn  ?  O  lady  myn,  Pallas ! 
Thoa  in  this  dredful  cas  for  me  pnrveye ; 
For  so  astonied  am  I  that  I  deye  I* 


02.  With  that  she  gan  Axl  sorwfully  to 
syke; 

*  A  !  may  it  be  no  bet  ?'  qnod  Pandams ; 

*  By  god,  I  shal  no-more  come  here  this 

wyke,  43t> 

And  god  to-fbm,  that  am  mistrusted  thus ; 
I  see  ftd  wel  that  ye  sette  lyte  of  us, 
Orof onrdeeth!  Alias!  I woful wrecohe ! 
Mighte  he  yet  live,  of  me  is  nought  to 

xecohe. 

68.  0  omei  god,  0  dispitoose  Marte,    435 
O  Furies  three  of  helle,  on  yow  I  orye  ! 
So  lat  me  never  out  of  this  hons  departe, 
If  that  I  mente  hann  or  vilanye  I 
But  sith  I  see  my  lord  mot  nodes  dye, 
And  I  with  him,  here  I  me  shrjrve,  and 
seye  440 

That  wihkedly  ye  doon  us  bothe  Aeye. 

61  IBut  sith  it  lyketh  yow  that   I  be 

deed, 
By  Neptnnus^  that  god  is  of  the  see, 
Fro  this  forth  shal  I  never  eten  breed 
Til  I  myn  owene  herte  blood  may  see;  445 
For  oertayn,  I  wole  deye  as  gone  as  he ' — 
And  up  he  sterte,  and  on  his  wey  he 

raughte, 
Til  she  agayn  him  hy  the  lappe  oaughte. 

65.  tJiiseycte,  whi<^  that  wel  neigh  starf 

for  fere, 
So  as  she  was  the  ferftdleste  wight      450 
That  mighte  be,  and  horde  eek  with  hir 

ere> 
And  sa#  the  Borwftd  emest  of  the  knight, 
And  in  his  preyere  eek  saw  noon  unright, 
And  for  the  harm  that  mighte  eek  ftllen 

more, 
She  gan  to  rewe,  and  dradde  hir  wonder 

■ore;  455 

66i  And  thoughte  thus,  ^  unhappes  fUlen 

thikke 
Aldi^  for  love,  and  in  swich  manor  cas, 
As  men  ben  cruel  in  hem-self  and  wikke  ; 
And  if  this  man  slee  here  him-aelf,  alias ! 
In  my  presence,  it  wol  be  no  solas.       460 
What  men  wolde  of  hit  dome  I  can  nat 

seye; 
It  nedeth  me  ftil  sleyly  for  to  pleye.* 
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■67.  And  with  a  sorwfnl  ayk  she  seyde 

thrye, 
*A!  lord!  what  me  is  tid  a  sory  ohtuinoe ! 
For  myn  estat  now  lyth  in  japarlye,  465 
And  eek  myn  emes  lyf  lyth  in  balannce ; 
But  nathelees,  with  goddes  govemannce, 
I  shal  so  doon,  myn  honour  shal  I  kepe, 
And  eek  his  lyf;'  and  stinte  for  to  wei)e. 

68.  *0f  harmee  two,  the  lesse  is  for  to 
chese;  470 

Yet  have  I  lever  maken  him  good  chere 
In  honour,  than  zayn  emes  lyf  to  lese ; 
Te  seyn,  ye  nothing  elles  me  reqnere  ?' 
'  No,  wis,'  quod  he,  *myn  owene  nece  dere.' 
'  Now  wel,'  quod  she,  '  and  I  wol  doon  my 
peyne ;  475 

I  shal  myn  herte  ayeins  my  lust  oon- 
streyne, 

60.  But  that  I  nil  not  holden  him  in 

honde, 
Ne  love  a  man,  ne  can  I  not,  ne  may 
Ayeins  my  wil ;  hut  elles  wol  I  fonde, 
llyn  honour  sanf,  plese  him  fro  ds^  to 

day;  480 

Ther-to  nolde  I  nou^^ht  ones  have  seyd  nay, 
But  that  I  dredde,  as  in  my  fimtasye ; 
But  oesse  cause,  ay  oesseth  maladye. 

70.  And  here  I  make  a  protestacionn, 
That  in  this  proces  if  ye  depper  go,      485 
That  certaynly,  for  no  savaoioun 

Of  yow,  though  that  ye  sterve  bothe  two. 
Though  al  the  world  on  o  day  he  my  fo, 
Ne    shal   I  never   on    him    han    other 
routhe.' — 

*  I  graunte  wel,*  quod  Pandare,  » 1:^  my 

trouthe.  490 

71.  But  may  I  truste  wel  ther-to,' quod  he, 

*  That,  of  this  thing  that  ye  han  hight  me 

here, 
Ye  wol  it  holden  trewly  un-to  me  ?' 
*Ye,  doutelees,'  quod  she,  *myn  uncle 

dere.' 

*  Ne  that  I  shal  han  cause  in  this  matere,' 
Quod   he,  'to  pleyne,  or  after  yow  to 

preche  ?'  496 

'Why,  no,  pardee;   what  nedeth  more 
speche?' 


72.  Tho  fillen  they  in  othere  tales  glade, 
Til  at  the  laste,  '  O  good  eem,'  quod  she 

tho, 
*7or  love  of  god,  which  that  us  bothe 

made,  500 

Tel  me  how  first  ye  wisten  of  his  wo : 
Wot  noon  of   hit  but  ye?'  He  seyde, 

*no.' 
'Can  he  wel  speke  of  love?'  quod  she, 

'Ipreye, 
Tel  me,  for  I  the  bet  me  shal  purv^ye.' 

78.  Tho  Pandarus  a  litel  gan  to  smyle,  . 
And  seyde,  •  by  my  trouthe,  I  shal  yow 

teUe.  506 

This  other  di^,   nought  gon  ful  longe 

whyle, 
In-with  the  pal^ys-gardyn,  by  a  welle, 
Gan  he  and  I  wel  half  a  day  to  dwelle. 
Bight  for  to  speken  of  an  ordenaunoe,  510 
How  we  the  Grekes  mights  disavaunce. 

74.  Bone  after  that  bigonne  we  to  lepe. 
And  oasten  with  our  dartes  to  and  fro. 
Til  at  the  laste  he  seyde,  he  wolde  slepe. 
And  on  the  gres  a-doun  he  leyde  him  tho ; 
And  I  after  gan  rome  to  and  fro  516 

Til  that  I  herde,  as  that  I  welk  allone, 
How  he  bigan  ftil  woftdly  to  grone. 

76.  Tho  gan  I  stalke  him  softely  bihinde. 
And  sikerly,  the  sotiie  for  to  seyne,      520 
As  I  can  depe  ayein  now  to  my  minde, 
Bight  thus  to  Love  he  gan  him  for  to 

pleyne; 
He  seyde,  "  lord !  have  routhe  up-on  my 

peyne, 
Al  have  I  been  rebel  in  myn  entente ; 
Now,  mea  eulfxt,  lord !  I  me  repente.     545 

76.  O  god,  that  at  thy  disposicionn 
Ledest  the  fyn,  by  juste  pnrveyaunoe, 
Of  every  wight,  my  lowe  confessioun 
Accepts  in  gree,  and   send    me   swich 

penaunce  599 

As  lyketh  thee,  but  from  desesperaunoe. 
That  may  my  goost  departe  awey  fro  thee, 
Thou  be  my  sheld,  for  thy  banignitee. 

77.  Foif  certee,  lord,  so  sore  hath  she  me 
wounded 

That  stod  in  blak,  with  loking  of  hir  y«n. 
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lliat  to  myn  liertes  botme  it  is  y-soimdedf 
Thom^h.  which  I  woot  that  I  mot  nedes 

dyen;  536 

This  is  the  'worste,  I  dar  me  not  hi-wxyen ; 
And  wel  the  hotter  been  the  gledes  xede, 
That  men  hem  wryen  with  asshen  pale 

and  dede." 

^  With  that  he  smoot  his  heed  adonn 
anoon,  540 

And  gan  to  metre,  I  noot  what,  trewely. 
And  I  with  that  gan  stille  awey  to  goon, 
And  leet  ther-of  as  no-thing  wist  hadde  I, 
And  conie  ayein  anoon  and  stood  him  by, 
And  seyde,   "a-wake,  ye  8lei>en    al    to 

l«n«o;  545 

It  semeth  nat  that  love  dooth  yow  longe, 

79.  That  slepen  so  that  no  man  may  yow 
wake. 

Who  sey  ever  or  this  so  dnl  a  man  ?*' 

**  Ye,  freend," qnod  he,  "do ye yonr hedes 

ake 
For  love,  and  lat  me  liven  as  I  can."    550 
But  though  ihat  he  for  wo  was  pale  and 

wan, 
Yet  made  he  tho  as  fVesh  a  oontenannce 
As  though  he  shnlde  have  led  the  newe 

dannce. 

80.  Thia  passed  forth,  til  now,  this  other 
day. 

It  fel  that  I  com  roming  al  allone  555 
Into  his  chanmbre,  and  fond  how  that  he 

Uy- 
ITp-on  his  bed ;  bat  man  so  sore  grone 
Ke  herde  I  never,  and  what  that  was  his 

mone, 
Ke  wiste  I  nought ;  for,  as  I  was  oominge, 
Al  sodeynly  he  lefbe  his  complesminge.  560 

81.  Of  which  I  took  somwhat  sospecioon. 
And  neer  I  com,  and  fond  he  wepte  sore; 
And  god  so  wis  be  my  savacionn. 

As  never  of  thing  hadde  I  no  ronthe  more. 
For  neither  with  engyn,  ne  with  no  lore, 
Unethes   mighte    I  fro  the  deeth    him 
kepe;  566 

Thai  yet  fele  I  myn  herte  for  him  wepe. 

82.  And  god  wot,  never,  sith  that  I  was 
bom, 

Was  I  so  bisy  no  man  for  to  preche, 


Ne  never  was  to  wight  so  depe  y-swom. 
Or  he  me  tolde  who  mighte  been  his 
leche.  571 

Bat  now  to  jow  rehersen  al  his  speche, 
Or  alle  his  woftd  wordes  for  to  soime, 
Ne  bid  me  not,  bat  ye  wol  see  me  swowne. 

88.  Bat  for  to  save  his  lyf,  and   elles 

nought,  575 

And  to  non  harm  of  yow,  thus  am  I 

driven ; 
And  for  the  love  of  god  that  as  hath 

wrought, 
Swich  chore  him  dooth,  that  he  and  I 

may  liven. 
Now  have    I   plat    to   yow  myn    herte 

sohriven ;  579 

And  sin  ye  woot  that  myn  entente  is  clene, 
Tak  hede  ther-of,  for  I  non  yvel  mene. 

8i.  And  right  good  thrift,  I  pray  to  god, 

have  ye. 
That  han  swich  oon  y-caught  with-oute 

net; 
And  be  jre  wys,  as  ye  ben  fair  to  s^, 
Wel  in  the  ring  than  is  the  ruby  set.  585 
Ther  were  never  two  so  wel  y-met, 
Whan  ye  ben  his  al  hool,  as  he  is  youre : 
Ther  mighty  god  yet  graunte  us  see  that 

houre!' 

85.  *  Nay,  therof  spak  I  not,  a,  ha ! '  quod 
she, 

*  As  helpe  me  god,  ye  shenden  every  deel ! ' 

*  O  mercy,  dere  nece,*  anoon  quod  he,  591 
*What-Bo  I  spak,  I  mente  nought  bat 

weel. 
By  Hars  the  god,  that  helmed  is  of  steel; 
Now  beth  nought  wrooth,  my  blood,  my 

nece  dere.' 

*  Now  wel,'  quod  she, ' foiyeven  be  it  here ! ' 

86.  With  this  he  took  his  leve,  and  hoom 
he  wente ;  596 

And  lord,  how  he  was  glad  and  wel  bi- 

goon! 
Criseyde  aroos,  no  lenger  she  ne  stente. 
But  straught  in-to  hir  closet  wente  anoon. 
And  sette  here  doun  as  stille  as  any  stoon, 
And  every  word  gan  up  and  doun  to 

winde,  601 

That  he  hadde  seyd,  as  it  00m  hir  to 

minde ; 
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87.  And   wez   somdel   astonied   in   hlr 
thought, 

Bight  for  the  newe  oas ;  but  whan  that 

she 
Was  All  avyied,  tho  fond  she  right  nought 
Of  peril,  why  she  onghte  afered  be^      606 
For  man  ma^  love,  of  possibilitee, 
A  womman  so,  his  herte  may  to-breste^ 
And  she  nought  love  a^ein,  but-if  hir  leste. 

88.  But  as  she  sat  allone  and  thonghte 
thus,  610 

Th'asciy  arooe  at  skarmish  al  with-onte. 
And  men  oryde  in  the  strete,  *  see,  Troilus 
Hath  right  now  put  to  flight  the  G-rekes 

route  I  * 
With  that  gan  al  hir  meynee  for  to  shoate, 
'  A  !  go  we  see,  caste  up  the  latis  wyde  ; 
For  thurgh  this  strete  he  moot  to  palays 

lyde ;  616 

89.  For  other  wey  is  fro  the  yate  noon 
Of  Dardanus,  ther  open  is  the  cheyne.' 
With  that  oom  he  and  al  his  folk  anoon 
An  eay^pas  rydinge,  in  routes  tweyne,  6ao 
Bight  as  his  happy  day  was,  sooth  to  seyne. 
For  which,  men  say,  may  nought  dis- 
turbed be 

That  shal  bityden  of  neoessitee.. 

90.  This  Troilus  sat  on  his  baye  stede^ 
Al  armed,  save  his  heed^  ful  richely,    625 
And  wounded  was  his  hors,  and  gan  to 

blede. 
On  whiohe  he  rood  a  pas^  Ail  softely ; 
But  swich  a  knightly  sighte,  trewely, 
As  was  on  him,  was  nought,  with-outen 

faile,  639 

To  loke  on  Mars,  that  god  is  of  bata^le.. 

91.  So  lyk  a  man  of  armes  and  a  knight 
He  was  to  seen,  iVilfild  of  heigh  prowesse ; 
For  bothe  he  hadde  a  body  and  a  might 
To  doon  that  thing,  as  wel  as  hardinesse ; 
And  eek  to  seen  him  in  his  gere  him 

dresse,  655 

So  fresh,  so  yong,  so  weldy  semed  he. 
It  was  an  heven  up-on  him  for  to  see. 

92.  His  helm  to-hewen  was  in    twenty 
places. 

That  by  a  tissew  heng,  his  bak  bihinde. 


His  sheld  to-daashed  was  with  sweides 

and  maces,  640 

In  which  men  mighte  many  an  arwe 

finde 
That  thirled  hadde  horn  and  nerf  and 

rinde; 
And  ay  the  peple  ciyde,  *  here  oomoth  our 

joye. 
And,  next  hia  brother,  holdere   up   of 

Troye!* 

98.  For  which  he  wez  a  litel  reed  for 

shame,  645 

Whan  he  the  peple  up-on  him   herde 

oxyen. 
That  to  biholde  it  was  a  noUe  game. 
How  Bobreliche  he  caste  doun  his  ySn. 
Cryseyda  gan  al  his  chere  aspyen. 
And  leet  so  softe  it  in  hir  herte  sinke,  6sci 
That  to  hir-self  she  seyde,  *  who  yaf  me 
drinke?* 

94.  For  of  hlr  owene  thought  she  wex  al 
reed, 

Bemembringe  hir  rigbt  thus^  *  lo,  this  is 

he 
T^^ch  that  myn  uncle  swereth  he  moot 

be  deed. 
But  I  on  him  have  mercy  and  pitee ;'  6ss 
And  with  t^atthought,  for  pure  apshamed, 

she 
Oan  in  hlr  heed  to  pulle,  and  that  as 

faste, 
Whyl  he  and  al  the  peple  for-by  paste, 

95.  Ai^l  ^a^  to  oaste  an<|  rollen  up  and 

doun 
With-inne   hir-  thought    his    excellent 

prowesse,  660 

And  his  estat,  and  also  his  renoun, 
His  wit,  his  shap,  and  eek  his  gentilesoe ; 
But  most  hir  fiiTour  was,  for  his  distreose 
Was  al  for  hir,  and  thoughte  it  was  a 

routhe 
To  sleen  swich  oon;  If  that  he  mente 

trouthe.  66s 

96.  Now  mighte  somenvyous  jangle  thus, 
'  This  was  a  sodeyn  love,  how  mighte  it  be 
That  she  so  lightly  lovede  Troilus 
Bight  for  the  firste  sighte ;  ye,  pcurdee  V 
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Now  -who-90  wsyth   so,  mote   he   never 
iheel  670 

Tor  every  thing,  a  ginning  hath  it  nede 
£r  al  be  wrooght,  vrith-onien  any  dreda 

97.  For  1 8^  nonght  that  she  so  sodeynly 
Yaf  hint  hir  love,  bat  that  she  gan  enolyne 
To  lyke  him  ilnt,  and  I  have  told  yow 
why;  675 

And  after  that,  his  manhod  and  his  pyne 
Made  love  with-inne  hir  for  to  myne, 
For  which,  by  prooee  and  hy  good  gervy se, 
He  gat  hir  love,  and  in  no  eodeyn  "wyse. 

98L  And  also  blisMYentUfWelarayed,  680 
Sot  in  hir  seventhe  hons  of  hevene  tho, 
Disposed  wel,  and  'with  aspeotes  payed, 
To  helpen  sely  Troilms  of  his  wo. 
And,  sooth  to  s^yn,  she  nas  nat  al  a  fo 
To  Troilns  in  his  nativitee ;  685 

God  woot  that  wel  the  soner  spedde  he. 

99.  Kow  lat  ns  stinte  of  Troilns  a  throwe, 
That  rydeth  forth,  and  lat  ns  tonme  faste 
Un-io  Cris^yde,  that  heng  hir  heed  fdl 

lowe, 
nier-as  she  sat  aUone,  and  gan  to  caste  690 
Wher-on  she  wolde  apoynte  hir  at  the 

laste. 
If  it  so  were  hir  eem  ne  wolde  oesse. 
For  Troilns,  np-on  hir  for  to  presse. 

100.  And,  lord !  so  she  gan  in  hir  thought 
argae 

In  this  n&atere  of  which  I  have  yow 
told,  695 

And  what  to  doon  best  were,  and  what 
esohne. 

Hut  plyted  she  fdl  ofte  in  many  fold. 

Xow  was  hir  herte  warm,  now  was  it  cold, 

And  what  she  thonghte  somwhat  shal  I 
wryte, 

Astomynanctorlistethfortoend}^.  700 

101.  She  thonghte  wel,  that  Troilns  per- 
sone 

She  knew  liy  sighte  and  eek  his  gentil- 

lesse. 
And  thus  she  seyde,  *  al  were  it  nonght  to 

d5ne, 
To  grannte  him  love,  yet,  for  his  worthi- 

nesse, 


It  were  hononr,  with  pley  and  with  glad- 
nesse,  705 

In  honeetee,  with  swich  a  lord  to  dele, 
For  myn  estat,  and  also  for  his  hele. 

102.  Eek,  wel  wot  I  my  kinges  sone  is  he; 
And  sith  he  hath  to  see  me  swioh  delyt. 
If  I  wolde  utterly  his  sighte  flee,  710 

Paraxmter  he  mighte  have  me  in  dispyt, 
Thnrgh  which  I  mighte  stonde  in  worse 

piyt; 

Now  were  I  wys,  me  hate  to  pnrchace, 
With-ooten  nede,  ther  I  may  stonde  in 
grace? 

108.  In  every  thing,  I  woot,  ther  lyth 
mesnre.  715 

For  thongh  a  man  forbede  dronkeneese. 
He  nought  for-bet  that  every  creature 
Be  drinkelees  for  alwey,  as  I  gesse  ; 
Sek  sith  I  woot  for  me  is  his  distresse, 
I  ne  oughte  not  for  that  thing  him  des- 
pyse,  7J0 

Sith  it  is  so,  he  meneth  in  good  wyse. 

104.  And  eek  I  knowe,  of  longe  tyme 

agoon, 
His  thewes  goode,  and  that  he  is  not  nyce. 
Ne  avanntour,  s^h  men,  certein,  is  he 

noon; 
To  wys  is  he  to  do  so  gret  a  vyce ;         725 
Ne  als  I  nel  him  never  so  cheryoe, 
That  he  may  make  avaunt,  by  juste  cause; 
He  shal  me  never  binde  in  swiche  a  clause. 

106.  Now  set  a  cas,  the  hardest  is,  y-wis. 
Men  mighten  deme  that  he  loveth  me :  730 
What  dishonour  were  it  un-to  me,  this  ? 
May  I  him  lette  of  that  ?  why  nay,  pardee ! 
I  knowe  also,  and  alday  here  and  see, 
Men  loven  wommen  al  this  toun  aboute ; 
Be  they  the  wers?  why,  nay,  with-outen 
doute.  735 

106.  I  thenk  eek  how  he  able  is  for  to 

have 
Of  al  this  noble  toun  the  thriftieste. 
To  been  his  love,  so  she  hir  honour  save; 
For  out  and  out  he  is  the  worthieste,    739 
Save  only  Ector,  which  that  is  the  beste. 
And  yet  his  lyf  al  lyth  now  in  my  cure, 
But  swich  is  love,  and  eek  myn  aventure. 
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107.  Ne  xne  to  love^  a  wonder  is  it  nought ; 
For  wel  wot  I  my-aelf,  so  god  me  spede, 
Al  wolde  I  that  noon  wistd  of  this  thought, 
I  am  oon  the  fayrestef  oat  of  drede,  746 
And  goodlieste,  who-Bo  taketh  hede ; 
And  so  men  seyn  in  al  the  toon  of  Troye. 
What  wonder  is  it  thongh  ho  of  me  have 

joye? 

108.  I  am  myn  owene  woman,  wel  at  ese, 
I  thanke  it  god,  as  after  myn  estat ;  751 
Bight  yoxxg,  and  stonde  nnteyd  in  Insty 

lese, 
With-outen  jalon^ye  or  swich  debat ; 
Shal  noon  honsbonde  seyn  to  me  ^'chek- 

mat!" 
For  either  they  ben  fid  of  jalonsye,       755 
Or  maisterftil,  or  loven  novelrye. 

109.  What  shal  I  doon?  to  what  fyn  live 
I  thus? 

Shal  I  nat  loven,  in  cas  if  that  me  leete? 
What,  par  dUux  I  I  am  nonght  religions ! 
And  thongh  that  I  myn  herte  sette  at 

reste  760 

Upon  this  knight,  that  is  the  worthieste, 
And  kepe  alwey  myn  honour  and  my 

name. 
By  alle  right,  it  may  do  me  no  shame.' 

110.  But  right  as  whan  the  Sonne  shyneth 
brighte. 

In  March,  that  chaungeth  ofbe  tyme  his 

face,  765 

And  that  a  cloud  is  put  with  wind  to 

flighte 
Which  over-sprat  the  sonne  as  for  a  space, 
A  cloudy  thought  gan  thorugh  hir  soule 

pace, 
That  over-spradde  hir  brighte  thoughtes 

alle, 
So  that  for  fere  almost  she  gan  to  falle.  jyo 

111.  That  thought  was  this,  *  alias!  sin 
I  am  free, 

Sholde  I  now  love,  and  putte  in  jupartye 
My  sikernesse,  and  thrallen  libortee  ? 
Alias!  how  dorst^  I  thenken  that  folye? 
May  I  nought  wel  in  other  folk  aspye     775 
Hir  dredful  joye,  hir  constreynt,  and  hir 

pejme? 
Ther  loveth  noon,  that  she  nath  why  to 

pleyne.  I 


lis.  For  love  is  yet  the  moste  stormy  lyf, 
Bight  of  him-self,  that  ever  was  bigonne ; 
For  ever  som  mistrust,  or  nyoe  stryf^  780 
Ther  is  in  love,  som  cloud  is  over  the 

Sonne: 
Ther-to  we  wrecohed  wommen  no-thing 

conne. 
Whan  us  is  wo,  but  wepe  and  sitte  and 

thinke; 
Our  wreche  is .  this,  our  owene   wo  to 

drinke, 

118.  Also  these  wikked  tonges  been  so 
prest  785 

To  speke  us  harm,  eek  men  be  so  untrewe, 
That,  right  anoon  as  oessed  is  hir  lest. 
So  oesseth  love,  and  forth  to  love  a  newe: 
But  harm  y-doon,  is  'doon,  who-so  it  rewe. 
For  though  these  men  for  love  hem  first 
to-rende,  790 

Ful  sharp  biginning  breketh  ofte  at  ende. 

114.  How  ofte  tyme  hath  it  y-knowen  be. 
The  treson,  that  to  womman  hath  be  do  ? 
To  what  fyn  is  swich  love,  I  can  nat  see, 
Or  wher  bioomth  it,  whan  it  is  ago ;     795 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  woot,  I  trowe  so, 
Wher  it  byoomth;   lo,    no  wight  on  it 

spometh; 
That  erst  was  no-thing,  in-to  nought  it 
tometh. 

115.  How  bi«y,  if  I  love,  eek  moste  I  be 
To  plesen  hem  that  jangle  of  love,  and 

demen,  800 

And  coye  hem,  that  they  sey  non  harm  of 

me? 
For  though  ther  be  no  cause,  yet  hem 

semen 
Al  be  for  hann  that  folk  hir  freendes 

quemen ; 
And  who  maystoppen  eveiy  wikked  tonge. 
Or  soun  of  beUes  whyl   that   they    be 

ronge  V  805 

116.  And  after  that,  hir  thought  bigan  to 
clere, 

And    seyde,    *he   which   that   northing 

under-taketh, 
Ko-thing  ne  aoheveth,  be  him  looth  or 

dere.' 
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And  with  an  other  thought  hir  herte 

qaaketh; 
Than    slepeth   hope,    and    after    dreed 

awaketh ;  8io 

Now  hoot,  now  oold;  bat  thus,  bi-twixen 

tweyey 
She  nat  hir  np,  and  went  hir  for  to  pl^e. 

117.  Adotin  the  eUsyre  anoon-right  tho 

she  wente 
In-to  the  gardin,  with  hir  neoes  three, 
And  np  and  donn  ther  made  many  a 

wente,  815 

Plezippe,  flhe,  Tharbe,  and  Antigone, 
To  pl^yen,  that  it  joye  was  to  see; 
And  othere  of  hir  wommen,  a  gret  ronte, 
Hir  fdwede  in  the  gardin  al  aboate. 

118L  This  yerd  was  large,  and  rayled  alle 

the  al^es,  820 

And   shadwed  wel  with   blosmy  bowes 

grene, 
And  benched  newe,  and  sonded  alle  the 

w^yea, 
In  which  she  waUceth  arm  in  arm  bi- 

twene; 
Til  at  the  laste  Antigone  the  shene 
Oan  on  a  Trojan  song  to  singe  dere,     825 
That  it  an.  heven  was  hir  Toys  to  here. — 

119.  She  seyde,  *0  love,  to  whom  I  have 
andahal 

Ben  hnmble  sabgit,  trewe  in  myn  entente. 
As  I  best  can,  to  yow,  lord,  yeve  ich  al 
Forerer-more,  myn  herteslustto  rente.  830 
For  never  yet  thy  grace  no  wight  sente 
So  bliaAil  cause  as  me,  my  lyf  to  lede 
In  alle  joye  and  seortee,  out  of  drede. 

120.  Ye,  blisftd  god,  ban  me  so  wel  beset 
In  love,  y-wis,  that  al  that  bereth  lyf  835 
Imaginen  ne  cowde  how  to  ben  bet; 
For,  lord,  with-ooten  jalonsye  or  stryf, 

I  love  oon  which  that  is  most  ententyf 
T6  serven  wel,  nnwery  or  nnfeyned. 
That  ever  was,  and  leest  with  harm  di»- 
tr^joied.  840 

121.  As  he  that  isthe welleof  worthinesse, 
Of  troathe  groond,  mirour  of  goodliheed. 
Of  wit  Appollo,  stoon  of  sikemesse. 

Of  vertn  rote,  of  Inst  findere  and  heed. 


Thnrgh  which  isalle  sorwefiro  me  deed,  845 
Y-wis,  I  love  him  best,  so  doth  he  me ; 
Now  good  thrift  have  he,  wher-eo  that  he 
be! 

122.  Whom  sholde  I  thanke  but  yow,  god 

of  love, 
Of  al  this  blisse,  in  which  to  bathe  I 

gxnne? 
And  thanked  be  ye,  lord,  forthat  Hove !  850 
This  is  the  righte  lyf  that  I  am  inne. 
To  flemen  alle  manere  vyce  and  sinne : 
This  doth  me  so  to  vertn  for  to  entende. 
That  day  by  day  I  in  my  wil  amende. 

128.  And  who-so  seyth  that  for  to  love  is 

vyce,  «5S 

Or  thraldom,  thoogh  he  fele  in  it  dis- 

tresse, 
He  outher  is  envyoos,  or  right  nyce, 
Or  is  nnmighty,  for  his  shrewednesse, 
To  loven;  for  swioh  manor  folk,  I  gesse,  - 
Defamen  love,  as  no-thing  of  him  knowe ; 
They  spoken,  bnt  they  bente  never  his 
bowe.  861 

124.  What  is  the  sonne  wers,  of  kinde 

righte, 
Thongh  that  a  man,  for  feblesse  of  his 

yto, 
Kay  nought   endnre   on   it    to  see  for 

brighte? 
Or  love  the  wers,  thongh  wrecches  on  it 

cryen?  865 

No  wele  is  worth,  that  may  no  sorwe 

dryen. 
And  for-thy,  who  that  hath  an  heed  of 

verre. 
Fro  cast  of  stones  war  him  in  the  werre  ! 

126.  Bnt  I  with  al  myn  herte  and  al  my 
might,  869 

As  I  have  seyd,  wol  love,  un-to  my  laste. 
My  dere  herte,  and  al  myn  owene  knight. 
In  which  myn  herte  growen  is  so  faste, 
And  his  in  me,  that  it  shal  ever  laste. 
Al  dredde  I  first  to  love  him  to  biginne. 
Now  woot  I  wel,  ther  is  no  peril  inne. '   875 

126.  And  of  hir  song  right  with  that  word 

shestente. 
And  therwith-al,  *now,  nece,*  qnod  Cri- 

seyde, 
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*Wlio  made  this  song  with  so  good  en- 
tente?* 
Antigone  answerde  anoon,  and  seyde, 

*  Ma  dame,  y-wis,  the  goodlieste  mayde  880 
Of  greet  estat  in  al  the  toon  of  Troye ; 
And  let  hir  ]yf  in  most  honour  and  joye.* 

127.  'Fonothe,  so  it  semeth  by  hir  song/ 
Quod  tho  Griseyde,  and  gan  ther-with  to 

syke, 
And  seyde,  *lord,  is  there  swioh  blisse 

among  885 

These  lovers,  as  they  conne  £aire  endyte? ' 
^  Ye,  wis,'  qaod  fresh  Antigone  the  whyte, 

*  For  alle  the  folk  that  han  or  been  on  lyre 
Ne  conne  wel  the  blisse  of  love  dlscryve. 

128.  Bat  wene  ye   that  every  irreoche 
woot  890 

The  parfit  blisse  of  love?  why,  nay,  y-wisj 
They  wenen  al  be  love,  if  oon  be  hoot ; 
Do  wey,  do  wey,  they  woot  no-thing  of 

this! 
Men  mosten  axe  at  seyntes  if  it  is 
Anght  fair  in  hevene;   why?  for  they 

conne  telle;  895 

And  azen  fendes,  is  it  foul  in  helle.' 

129.  Griseyde  nn-to  that  purpos  nought 
answerde, 

Bat  s^de,  *y-wi8,  it   wol   be  night  as 

faste.' 
Bat  every  word  which  that  she  of  hir 

herde, 
She  gan  to  prenten  in  hir  herte  faste ;  900 
And  ay  gan  love  hir  lasse  for  to  agaste 
Than  it  dide  erst,  and  sinken  in  hir  herte, 
That  she  wex  somwhat  able  to  converte. 

180.  Thedayeshonoar,andthehevenesy6, 
The  nightes  fo,  al  this  depe  I  the  sonne,  905 
Gan  westren  iaste,  and  doonward  for  to 

wrye, 
As  he  that  hadde  his  dayes  ooors  y-ronne ; 
And  whyte  thinges  wexen  dimxne  and 

donne 
For  lak  of  light,  and  sterres  for  to  appere, 
That  she  and  al  hir  folk  in  wente  y-fere. 

181.  80  whan  it  lyked  hir  to  goon  to  reete. 
And  voyded  weren   they  that  yoyden 

oaghte,  91a 


She  seyde,  that  to  slepe  wel  hirleste. 
Hir  wommen  sone  til  hir  bed  hir  brooghte. 
Whan  al  was  host,  than  lay  she  stille,  and 
thonghte  915 

Of  al  this  thing  themanere  and  the  wyse. 
Beherce  it  nedeth  nought,  for  ye  ben  wyse. 

182.  A  nightingale,  upon  a  oedre  grene. 
Under  the  chambre-wal  ther  as  she  lay, 
Fal  loade  sang  ayein  the  mone  shene,  920 
Paraanter,  in  his  briddes  wyse,  a  lay 
Of  love,  that  made  hir  herte  finesh  and  gay. 
That  herkned  she  so  longe  in  good  entente. 
TU  at  the  Iaste  the  dede  sleep  hir  hente. 

188.  And,  as  she  sleep,  anoon-right  tho 

hir  mette,  925 

How  that  an  egle,  fethered  whyt  as  boon. 
Under  hir  brest  his  longe  olawes  sette, 
And  oat  hir  herte  he  rente,  and  that 

a-noon, 
And  dide  his  herte  in-to  hir  brest  to  goon. 
Of  which  she  nought  agroos  ne  no-thing 

smerte,  930 

And  forth  he  fleigh,  with  herte  left  for 

herte. 

184.  Now  lat  hir  slepe,  and  we  our  tales 

holde 
Of  Troilus,  that  is  to  paloys  riden. 
Fro  the  scarmuch,  of  the  whiohe  I  tolde, 
And  in  his  ohambre  sit,  and  hath  abiden 
Til  two  or  three  of  his  messages  yeden  936 
For  Pandarus,  and  soughten  him  ftil  faste. 
Til  they  him  founde,  and  broughte  hinx  at 

the  lasts. 

186.  This  Pandarus  com  leping  in  at  ones 
And  seide  thus,  *  who  hath  ben  wel  y-bet« 
To-day  with  swerdes,  and  with  slinge- 

stones,  941 

But  Troilus,  that  hath  caught  him   an 

hete?' 
And  gan  to  jape,  and  s^yde,  *  lord,  so  ye 

swete! 
Bat  rys,  and  lat  us  soupe  and  go  to  Teste;* 
And  he  answerde  him,  *  do  we  as  thee 

leste.*  5>45 

186.  With  al  the  haste  goodly  that  they 

mighte, 
They  spedde  hem  fro  the  aouper  un-to 

bedde; 
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And  every  wight  out  at  the  dore  him 

dighte, 
And  wher  him  list  upon  his   wey  he 

spedde; 
Bnt   Troilns,   that   thoo^hte   his   herte 

hledde  950 

For  -wo,  til  that  he  herde  som  tydinge, 
He  aeyde,  ^fireend,  ahal  I  now  wepe  or 

■inge?* 

137.  Qaod  Pandams,  'ly  stille,  and  lat  me 

slepe, 
And  don  thyn  hood,  thy  nedes  gpedde  he ; 
And  chese,  if  thoa  wolt  singe  or  dannoe  or 

lepe;  955 

At  ahorte  wordes,  thow  ahalt  trowe  me. — 
Sire,  my  neoe  wol  do  wel  hy  thee, 
And  loTe  thee  hest,  hy  god  and  fay  my 

tronthe, 
Bai  lak  of  pursuit  make  it  in  thy  slonthe. 

138w  For  thna  ferforth  I  have  thy  work 
higonne,  960 

Fid  day  to  day,  til  this  day,  hy  the  morwe, 

Uir  love  of  freendship  have  I  to  thee 
wonne, 

And  also  hath  she  l^yd  hirfoyth  to  horwe. 

Aigate  a  foot  is  hameled  of  thy  sorwe.' 

What  sholde  I  longer  seimon  of  itholde? 

Asyehanherdhifore,alhehimtolde.  966 

199.  But  right  as  flonzes,  thomgh   the 

eolde  of  night 
Y-«losed,  stoapen  on  hir  stalkes  lowe, 
BedroBBon  hem  a-yein  the  sonne  bright, 
And  spreden  on  hir  kinde  oonxs  by  rowe ; 
Bightsoganthohiseyennptothrowe  971 
ISus  'Kroilns,  and  s«yde,  *  O  Venns  dere. 
Thy  might,  thy  grace,  y-heried  be  it  here ! ' 

140.  And  to  Fandare  he  held  np  bothe  his 
hondes, 

Andseyde,  *  lord,  al  thyn  be  that  Ihave ;  975 
For  I  am  hool,  al  hrosten  been  my  bondes ; 
A  thousand  Troians  who  so  that  me  yave, 
Echo  after  other,  god  so  wis  me  save, 
Xe  mighte  me  so  gladen ;  lo,  myn  herte, 
Itspredethsoforjoye,itwolto-sterte!  980 

141.  But  lord,  how  shal  I  doon,  how  shal 
lUven? 

Whan  shal  I  next  m^^dece  herte  see? 


How  shal  this  longe  tyme  a-wey  be  driven, 
Til  that  thou  be  ayein  at  hir  firo  me  ? 
Thoa  mayst  answere,  "a-byd,  a-byd,**  but 
he  985 

That  hangeth  l^the  nekke,  sooth  to  seyne, 
In  grete  disese  al^eth  for  the  peyne,* 

142.  <  Al  eeily,  now,  for  the  love  of  Marte,' 
Qaod  Pandaras,  *for  every  thing  hath 
tyme;  989 

So  longe  abyd  til  that  the  night  departe ; 
For  al  so  siker  as  thow  lyst  here  hy  me, 
And  god  tofom,  I  wol  be  thOre  at  pryme, 
And  for  thy  werk  somwhat  as  I  shal  seye, 
Or  on  som  other  wight  this  charge  leye. 

148.  For  pardee,  god  wot,  I  have  ever 

yit  995 

Ben  redy  thee  to  serve,  and  to  this  night 
Have  I  nought  fayned,  bat  emforth  my 

wit 
Bon  al  thy  lost,  and  shal  with  al  my 

might. 
Do  now  as  I  shal  seye,  and  fiure  a-right ; 
And  if  thoa  nilt,  wytealthy-self  thy  care, 
On  me  is  nought  along  thjmyvel  fare.  looi 

144.  IwootwelthatthowwyserartthanI 
A  thousand  fold,  but  if  I  were  as  thou, 
God  helpe  me  so,  as  I  wolde  outrely, 
Bight  of  myn  owene  hond,  wryte  hir 

right  now  1005 

A  lettre,  in  which  I  wolde  hir  tellen  how 
I  ferde  amis,  and  hir  beseche  of  routhe ; 
Now  help  thy-self,  and  leve  it  not  for 

slouthe. 

146.  And  I  my-self  shal  ther-with  to  hir 

goon; 
And  whan  thou  west  that  I  am  with  hir 

there,  loio 

Worth  thou  up-on  a  courser  right  anoon. 
Ye,  hardily,  right  in  thy  beste  gere. 
And  ryd  forth  hy  the  place,  as  nought  ne 

were. 
And  thou  shalt  flnde  us,  if  I  may,  sittinge 
At  som  windows,  in-to  the  strete  lokinge. 

146.  And  if  thee  list,  than  maystow  us 
saluwe,  1016 

And  up-on  me  make  thy  oontenaunoe ; 
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Batf  by  ihy  lyf,  be  war  and  fasie  eeohnwe 
To  tarien  ought,  god  ahilde  us  fro  mis- 

chamioe! 
Byd  forth  thy  wey,  and  hold  thy  govem- 

annoe ;  looo 

And  we  shal  speke  of  thee  Bom-what,  I 

trowe, 
Whan  thon  art  goon,  to  do  thyne  eras 

glowe ! 

147.  Touching  thy  lettre,  thoa  art  wys 
y-nongh,  1023 

I  woot  thow  nilt  it  digneliche  endyte  ; 
Ab  make  it  with  thise  argo'^^A^^M  tough ; 
Ne  soriveniBh  or  craftily  thou  it  wryte ; 
Beblotte  it  with  thy  teres  eek  a  lyte  ; 
And  if  thou  wryte  a  goodly  word  al  sofbe, 
Though  it  be  good,  reherce  it  not  to  ofte. 

148.  For  though  the  beste  harpour  upon 
lyve  1030 

Wolde  on  the  beste  Bouned  joly  harpe 
That  ever  was,  with  alle  his  flngres  fyve, 
Touche  ay  o  streng,  or  ay  o  werbul  harpe, 
Were  his  nayles  poynted  never  so  sharpe. 
It  shulde  maken  every  wight  to  dulle,  1055 
To  here  his  glee,  and  of  his  strokes  iulle. 

149.  No  jompre  eek  no  dlscordaunt  thing 
y-fere, 

As  thus,  to  usen  termes  of  phiqyk ; 
In  loves  termes,  hold  of  thy  matere 
The  forme  alwey,  and   do   that   it   be 
lyk ;  1G40 

For  if  a  peyntour  wolde  peynte  a  pyk 
With  asses  feet,  and  hede  it  as  an  ape, 
It  cordeth  nought ;  so  nere  it  but  a  jape.* 

150.  This  counseyl  lyked  wel  to  Troilus; 
But,  as  a  dreedfUL  lover,  he  seyde  this  : — 
*  Alias,  my  dere  brother  Pandams,       1046 
I  am  ashamed  for  to  wiyte,  y-wis. 

Lest  of  myn  innocence  I  seyde  a-mis. 
Or  that  she  ndde  it  for  despyt  receyve ; 
Thanne  were  I  deed,  ther  mighte  it  no- 
thing weyve.*  1050 

151.  To  that  Pandare  answerde,  *  if  thee 
lest. 

Do  that  I  Beye,  and  lat  me  therwith  goon ; 
For  by  that  lord  that  formed  est  and  west, 
I  hope  of  it  to  bringe  answere  a&oon 


Bight  of  hir  bond,  and  if  that  thou  nilt 
noon,  1055 

I«t  be ;  and  Boiy  mote  he  been  his  lyve, 
Ayeins  thy  lust  that  helpeth   thee  to 
thiyve.' 

162.  Quod  Troilus, '  Depardimx^  I  assente ; 
Sin  that  thee  list,  I  will  aryse  and  wiyte; 
And  blisfhl  god  preye  ioh,  with  good 

entente,  1060 

The  vyage,  and  the  lettre  I  shal  endyte. 
So  spede  it ;  and  thou,  Minerva,  the  whyte, 
Yif  thou  me  wit  my  lettre  to  devyse  :* 
And  setie  him  doun,  and  wroot  right  in 

this  wyse. — 

168.  First  he  gan  hir  hia  zighte  lady 
calle,  10^ 

His  hertes  lyf,  his  lust,  his  sorwes  leohe, 

HJB  blisse,  and  eek  tiiis  othere  termea 
alle, 

That  in  swich  cas  these  loveres  alle  seche ; 

And  in  ful  humble  wyse,  as  in  his  speche. 

He  gan  him  reoomannde  un-to  hir  grace ; 

To  telle  al  how,  it  axeth  muchel  BpacCb  1071 

164.  And  after  this,  ful   lowly  he   hir 

prayde 
To  be  nought  wrooth,  though  he,  of  his 

folye, 
So  hardy  was  to  hir  to  wryte,  and  seyde, 
That  love  it  made,  or  eUes  moste  he  dye, 
And  pitouBly  gan  mercy  for  to  oiye ;  1076 
And  after  that  he  seyde,  andley  ful  loude, 
Him-self  was  litel  worth,  and  lesse  he 

coude ; 

166.  And  thai  she  sholdehan  hia  conning 

excused, 
That  Utel  was,  and  eek  he  dredde  hir  ao, 
And  his  unworthinesse  he  ay  acused ;  io8t 
And  after  that,  than  gan  he  telle  his  wo ; 
But  that  was  endeleB,  with-outen  ho 
And  seyde,  he  wolde  in  tronthe  alw^faim 

holde ; — 
And  radde  it  over,  and  gan  the  lettre 

folde.  1085 

156.  And  with  his  salte  teres  gan  he  bathe 
The  ruby  in  hifi  signet,  and  it  sette 
Upon  the  wex  deliverliche  and  rathe ; 
Ther-with  a  thousajid  tymes,  er  he  lette, 
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He  kiste  tho  the  lettre  that  he  Bhette,  1090 
And  seyde,  *  lettre,  a  bUsftU  deetenee 
Thee  shapen  is,  my  lady  shal  thee  see.' 

157.  This  Pandare  took  the  lettre,  and 

that  by  tyme 
A-morwe,  and  to  his  neces  paleys  sterte, 
And  fiMte  he  swoor,  that  it  -was  passed 

pryme,  1095 

And  gan  to  jtupe^  and  seyde,  *  y-wis,  myn 

herte. 
So  fresh  it  is,  al-thoogh  it  sore  smerte, 
I  ni«y  not  slope  never  a  Hayes  morwe ; 
I  have  a  joly  wo,  a  lusty  sorwe.* 

158l  Criseyde,  whan  that  she  hir  uncle 
herde,  iioo 

With  dreedftil  herte,  and  desiions  to  here 
The  cause  of  his  oominge,  thns  answerde, 
'Now  by  your  feyth,  myn  nncle,*  qnod 

she,  'dere. 
What  manor  windes  gydeth  yow  now 
here?  1104 

Tel  ns  yonr  joly  wo  and  your  penannce, 
How  ferforth  be  ye  pnt  in  loves  datmce.* 

169.  *  "By  god,'  qnod  he,  *  I  hoppe  alwey 

bihinde!* 
And  she  to-langh,  it  thonghte  hir  herte 

breste. 
Qood  Pandaros,  '  loke  alwey  that  ye  finde 
Game  in  myn  hood,  bat  herkneth,  if  yo'v^ 

leete;  mo 

Ther  is  right  now  come  in-to  tonne  a  geste, 
A  Greek  eepye,  and  telleth  newe  thingea, 
For  which  come  I  to  telle  yow  tydinges. 

100.  Into  the  gardin  go  we,  and  we  shal 

here, 
Al  prevely,  of  this  a  long  sermonn. '     1 1 15 
With  that  they  wenten  arm  in  arm  y-fere 
In-to  the  gardin  from  the  chaombre  donn. 
And  wluua  that  he  so  fer  was  that  the 

sonn 
Of  that  he  speke,  no  man  here  mighte. 
Ho  seyde  hir  thns,  and  out  the  lettre 

plighte,  1 1  JO 

161.  *  Lo,  he  that  is  al  hooUy  yoores  free 
Him  reoomanndeth  lowly  to  yonr  grace. 
And  sent  to  yon  this  lettre  here  by  me  ; 
Avyssth  you  on  it,  whan  ye  han  space. 


And  of  som  goodly  answere  yow  pnrchace ; 
Or,  helpe  me  god,  so  pleynly  for  to  seyne, 
He  msy  not  longe  liven  for  his  peyne.' 

162.  Fol  dredftiUy  the  gan  she  stonde 

Btille, 
And  took  it  nought,  but  al  hir  humble 

chexe 
Gan  for  to  ohaunge,  and  seyde,  ^  scrit  ne 

bille,  1 130 

For  love  of  god,  that  touoheth   swioh 

matere, 
Ne    bring    me    noon;    and    also,  uncle 

dere. 
To  myn  estat  have  more  reward,  I  preye, 
Than  to  his  lust;  what  sholde  I  more 

seye? 

16Sw  And  loketh  now  if  this  be  reson- 

able,  1 135 

And  letteth  nought,  for  favour  ne  for 

slouthe, 
To  sejm  a  sooth ;  now  were  it  covenable 
To  m3m  estat,  hy  god,  and  by  your  trouthe. 
To  taken  it,  or  to  han  of  him  routhe, 
In  harming  of  my-self  or  in  repreve  ?  1 1 40 
Ber  it  Sryein,  for  him  that  yo  on  leve ! ' 

164.  This  Pandaros  gan  on  hir  for  to 
stare. 

And  seyde,   'now    is  this    the    grettest 

>fronder 
That  ever  I  sey !  lat  be  this  nyoe  fare  ! 
To  deethe  mote  I  smiten  be  with  thonder, 
If,  for  the  oitee  which   that   stondoth 

yonder,  1 146 

Wolde  I  a  lettre  un-to  yow  bringe  or  take 
To  harm  of  yow ;  what  list  yow  thus  it 

make? 

165.  But  thus  ye  furen,  wel  neigh  alle  and 
some,  1 149 

That  he  that  most  desireth  yow  to  serve. 
Of  him  ye  recche  leest  wher  he  bicome. 
And  whether  that  he  live  or  elles  sterve. 
But  fbr  al  that  that  ever  I  may  deserve, 
BefVise  it  nought,'  quod  he,  and  hente  hir 

fiwte, 
And  in  hir  bosom  the  lettre  doun  he 

thraste,  1155 
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166.  And  B^e  hir,  *now  oaat  it  away 
anoon, 

That  folk  may  seen  and  ganren  on  ns 

tweye.' 
Quod  she,  '  I  can  ahyde  til  they  be  goon,' 
And  gan  to  smyle,  and  seyde  him,  *  eem, 

I  preye, 
Swich  answere  as  yow  list  yonr-self  pur- 
vey e,  1160 
For  trewely  I  nil  no  lettre  -wryte.' 
'  No  ?  than  wol  I,'  qnod  he,  *  so  ye  endyte.' 

167.  Therwith  she  longh,  and  seyde,  '  go 
we  dyne.* 

And  he  gan  at  him-self  to  jape  faste,  1164 
And  seyde,  *  nece,  I  have  so  greet  a  pyne 
For  love,  that  eveiy  other  day  I  faste  * — 
And  gan  his  beste  japes  forth  to  caste ; 
And  made  hir  so  to  langhe  at  his  folye, 
That  she  for  laaghter  wende  for  to  dye. 

168.  And  whan  that  she  was  oomen  in-to 
halle,  1 170 

*  Now,  eem,*  qnod  she,  '  we  wol  go  dyne 

anoon;* 
And  gan  some  of  hir  women  to  hir  calle, 
And  streyght  in-to  hir  chaumbre  gan  she 

goon; 
Bnt  of  hir  besinesses,  this  was  oon 
A-monges  othere  thinges,  oat  of  drede, 
Fol  prively  this  lettre  for  to  rede  ;       1 176 

169.  Avysed  word  by  word  in  every  lyne, 
And  fond  no  lak,  she  thonghte  he  coade 

good; 
And  up  it  pntte,  and  went  hir  in  to  dyne. 
AndPandaraSfthatinastadystood,  1180 
£r  he  was  war,  she  took  him  by  the 

hood. 
And  seyde,  'ye  were  caught  er  that  ye 

wiste;* 

*  I  vouche  sauf,'  quod  he,  *  do  what  yow 

liste.* 

170.  Tho  wesshen  th^,  and  sette  hem 
doun  and  ete ; 

And  after  noon  fol  sleyly  Fandarus    1185 
Gan  drawe  him  to  the  window  next  the 

strete, 
And  seyde,  *  nece,  who  hath  arayed  thus 
The  yonder  hous,  that  stan t  afor-yeyn  us  ?  * 


'  Which  hous  ?  *  quod  she,  and  gan  f»r  to 

biholde, 
And  knew  it  wel,  and  whos  it  was  him 

tolde,  1 190 

171.  And  fillen  forth  in  speche  of  thinges 
smale, 

And  seten  in  the  window  bothe  tweye. 
Whan  Fandarus  saw  tyme  un-to  his  tale, 
And  saw  wel  that  hir  folk  were   alle 

aweye, 
'Now,  nece  myn,  tel  on,'  quod  he,  'I 

seye,  1195 

How  lyketh  3^ow  the  lettre  that  ye  woot? 
Can  he  ther-on?  for,  "by  my  tronthe,  I 

noot.' 

172.  Therwith  al  ro4y  hewed  tho  wex  she, 
And  gan  to  humme,  and  seyde,  *so  I 

trowe.* 

*  Aqujte  him  wel,  for  goddee  love,'  quod 

he;  laoo 

*  Hy-eelf  to  medes  wol  the  lettre  sowe,' 
And  held  his  hondes  up,  and  sat  on 

knowe, 

*  Now,  goode  nece,  be  it  never  so  Iji^, 
Yif  me  the  labour,  it  to  sowe  and  plyte.' 

178.  'Ye,  for  I  can  so  wxyte,'  quod  she 
tho ;  1105 

*  And  eek  I  noot  what  I  sholde  to  him 

seye,' 

*  Kay,  neoe,'  quod  Fandare,  *  sey  not  00 ; 
Yet  at  the  leste  thanketh  him,  I  preye, 
Of  his  good  wil,  and  doth  him  not  to  deye. 
Now  for  the  love  of  me,  my  neoe  dere,  laio 
Befuseth  not  at  this  tyme  my  preyere.' 

171.  '  Depar-dUux^^  quod  she,  *  god  leve  al 

be  wel! 
Ood  helpe  me  so,  this  is  the  ftrste  lettre 
That  ever  I  wroot,  ye,  al  or  any  del.* 
And  in-to  a  closet,  for  to  avyse  hir  bettre. 
She  wente  allone,  and  gan  hir  herte  un- 

fettre  1216 

Out  of  disdaynes  prison  but  a  lyte; 
And  sette  hir  doun,  and  gan  a  lettre  wryte, 

176.  Of  which  to  telle  in  short  is  myn 

entente  1219 

Th'effect,  as  fer  as  I  can  understonde : — 

She  thonked  him  of  al  that  he  wel  mente 
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Tow»rd«8  hir,  bat  holden  him  in  honde 
She  nolde  nought,  ne  make  hir-eelTen 

honde 
In  love,  but  as  his  mister,  him  io  plese, 
She  wolde  fajn,  to  doon  his  herte  an  ese. 

176.  She  shette  it,  and  to  Fbndanu  gan 
goon,  iaa6 

There  as  he  sat  and  loked  in-to  strete, 
And  donn  she  sette  hir  by  him  on  a  stoon 
Of  jaspre,  np-on  a  qnisshin  gold  y-bete, 
And  seyde,  *  as  'wisly  helpe  me  god  the 

grete,  1330 

I  never  dide  a  thing  with  more  peyne 
Than  wryte  this,  to  which  ye  me  con- 

streyne  j' 

177.  And  took  it  him :  he  thonked  hir 
and  seyde, 

*Ood  woot,  of  thing  tal  atte  looth  bigonne 
Cometh  ende  good;  and  neoe  myn,  Cri- 

seyde,  1235 

Thai  ye  to  him  of  hard  now  ben  y-wonne 
Onghte  he  be  glad,  by  god  and  yonder 

Sonne! 
For-why   men   seyth,    "  impressionnCeJs 

lighte 
Fol  lightly  been  ay  redy  to  the  flighte.'* 

178L  Bat  ye  han  played  tyraont  neigh  to 
longe,  1340 

And  hard  was  it  yoor  herte  for  to  grave ; 

Now  stint,  that  ye  no  longer  on  it  honge, 

Al  wolde  ye  the  forme  of  dannger  save. 

Bat  hasteth  yow  to  doon  him  joye  have ; 

Por  trosteih  wel,  to  longe  y-doon  hard- 
nease  1245 

Canseth  despyt  Ail  often,  for  distresse. ' 

179.  And  right  as  they  deolamed  this 
matere, 

Lo,  Troilos,  right  at  the  stretes  ende, 
Com  ryding  with  his  tenthe  some  y-fere, 
Alsoftely,andthiderwardganbende  1250 
Ther-as  thsy  sete,  as  was  his  wey  to  wende 
To  paleys-ward ;  and  Pandare  him  aspyde, 
And  seyde,  *  neoe,  y-see  who  oometh  here 
zyde! 

180.  O  flee  not  in,  he  seeth  ns,  I  suppose ; 
Lest  he  may  thinke  that  ye  him  esohuwe.' 


*  Nay,  nay,'  gaod  she,  and  wex  as  reed  as 

rose.  1256 

With  that  he  gan  hir  hombly  to  salnwe, 

With  dreedfUL  chere,  and  ofte  his  hewes 

mnwe ; 
And  np  his  look  debonairly  he  caste, 
And  bekked  on  Pandare,  and  forth  he 
paste.  1260 

181.  Ood  woot  if  he  sat  on  his  hors  a-right, 
Or  goodly  was  beseyn,  that  ilke  day ! 
GKxL   woot  wher   he  vras  lyk  a  manly 

knight! 
What  sholde  I  dreoohe,  or  telle  of  his 

aray? 
Criseyde,  which  that  alle  these  thinges 

say,  1265 

To  telle  in  short,  hir  lyked  al  y-fere, 
His  i>er8one,  his  aray,  his  look,  his  chere, 

182.  His  goodly  manere  and  his  gentil- 
lesse. 

So  wel,  that  never,  sith  that  she  was  bom, 
Ne  hadde  she.  swich  routhe  of  his  dis- 
tresse ;  1370 
And  how-so  she  hath  hard  ben  her-blfom. 
To  god  hope  I,  she  hath  now  canght  a 

thorn. 
She  shal  not  palle  it  out  this  nezte  wyke ; 
GK)d  sende  mo  swich  thomee  on  to  pyke  ! 

188.  Pandare,  which  that  stood  hir  faste 

by,  lays 

Felte  izen  hoot,  and  he  bigan  to  smyte, 
And  seyde,  *  nece,  I  pray  yow  hertely, 
Tel  me  that  I  shal  axen  yow  a  lyie. 
A  womman,  that  were  of  his  deeth  to 

wyte, 
With-onten  his  gilt,  but  for  hir  lakked 

ronthe,  laSo 

Were  it  wel  doon  ? '    Quod  she,  *  nay,  by 

my  tronthe  i ' 

184.  *  God  helpe  me  so,'  qnod  he,  '  ye  sey 

me  sooth. 
Ye  felen  wel  3roar-self  that  I  not  lye ; 
Lo,  yond  he  rit ! '    Qaod  she,  '  ye,  so  he 

dooth.' 
^  Wel,'  qnod  PJEUidare,  *  as  I  have  told  yow 

thiye,  1285 

Lat  be  yoor  nyce  shame  and  yonr  folye, 
And  spek  with  him  in  esingof  his  herte  j 
Lat  nyoetee  not  do  yow  bothe  smerte.' 
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185.  Bat  th«r-on  was  to  heven  and   to 
done; 

Considered  al  thing,  it  may  not  be ;    1390 
And  why,  for  shame ;  and  it  were  eek  to 

Bone 
To  graunten  him  ao  greet  a  libertee. 
*■  For  playnly  hir  entente,*  as  seyda  she, 
Was  for  to  love  him  nnwist,  if  she  mighte, 
And  gnerdon  him  with  no-thing  bnt  with 

sighte.'  1295 

186.  Bat  Pandaros  thoaghte,  *  it  shal  not 
be  so, 

If  that  I  may ;  this  nyoe  opinionn 
Shal  not  be  holden  fally  yeres  two.' 
What  sholde  I  make  of  this  a  long  ser- 

moon? 
He  moste  assente  on  that  condasionn  1300 
As  for  the  tyme ;  and  whan  that  it  was  eve, 
And  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his  leve. 

187.  And  on  his  wey  fal  faste  homward  he 
spedde. 

And  right  for  joye  he  felte  his  herte 

daonoe; 
And  TroUas  he  fond  alone  a-bedde,  1305 
That  lay  as   dooth   these  loveres,  in  a 

traanoe, 
Bitwixen  hope  and  derk  desesperaonce. 
Bat  Fandaros,  right  at  his  in-cominge, 
He  song,  as  who  seyth,  'lo!   somwhat 

I  bringe.' 

188.  And  seyde,  '  who  is  in  his  bed  so 
sone  1310 

Y-boried  thos  ? '     *  It  am  I,  freend,'  qaod 

he. 
'Who,  Troilas?   nay  helpe  me  so   the 

mone,' 
Qaod  Fandaros, '  thoa  shalt  aryse  and  see 
A  charme  that  was  sent  right  now  to  thee. 
The  which  can  helen  thee  of  thyn  ao- 

©esse,  1315 

If  thoa  do  forth- with  al  thy  besinesse.' 

189.  *Ye,    through  the  might  of  god!' 
qaod  Troilas. 

And  Fandaras  gan  him  the  lettre  take, 
And  seyde,  *  pardee,  god  hath  holpen  as  ; 
Have  here  a  light,  and  loke  on  al  this 
blake.'  1320 

Bat  offce  gan  the  herte  glade  and  quake 


Of  Troilas,  whyl  that  he  gan  it  rede, 

&o  as  the  wordes  yave  him  hope  or  dreda, 

190.  Bat  fynally,  he  took  al  for  the  beste 
That  she  him  wroot,  for  somwhat  he  bi- 

held  1335 

On  whioh,  him  thooghte,  he  mighte  his 

herte  reste, 
Al  oovered  she  the  wordes  onder  sheld. 
TlioB  to  the  more  worthy  part  he  held. 
That,  what  for  hope  and  Fandaros  bi- 

heste. 
His  grete  wo  for-yede  he  at  the  leste.  1330 

191.  Bat  as  we  may  alday  oor-selven  see, 
Throogh  more  wode  or  col,  the  more  fyr; 
Right  so  enorees  of  hope,  of  what  it  be, 
Therwith  ful  ofte  enoreseth  eek  desyr; 
Or,  as  an  oek  cometh  of  a  litel  spyr,     1335 
So  throagh  this  lettre,  which  that  ^e 

himsente, 
Enoresen  gan  de^yr,  of  which  he  brente. 

192.  Wherfore  I  seye  alwey ,  that  day  and 
night 

This  Troilas  gan  to  desiren  more 

Than  he  dide  erst,  thargh  hope,  and  dide 

his  might  1340 

To  pressen  on,  as  by  Fandaras  lore. 
And  wiyten  to  hir  of  his  sorwes  sore 
Fto  day  to  day ;  he  leet  it  not  refr^yde. 
That  by  Fandare  he  wroot  somwhat  or 

seyde; 

198.  And  dide  also  his  othere  obser- 
vaonoes  1345 

That  to  a  loyere  longeth  in  this  oas ; 

And,  afber  that  these  dees  tamede  on 
chaonoes, 

So  was  he  oather  glad  or  seyde  '  alias ! ' 

And  held  after  his  gestes  ay  his  pas ; 

And  aftir  swiohe  answeres  as  he  hadde. 

So  were  his  dayes  sory  oather  gladde.   135 1 

194.  ButtoFandare  alwey  was  his  reooors. 
And  pitously  gan  ay  til  him  to  pleyne, 
And  him  bisooghte  of  rede  and  som 

socoors; 
And  Fandaras,  that  sey  his  wode  peyne, 
Wez  wel  neigh  deed  for  rotxthe,  sooth  to 

seyne,  1356 
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And  bisily  with  al  hia  herte  caste 

Som  of  hiB  -wo  to  sleen,  and  that  as  fiwto ; 

105.  And  seyde,  Uord,  and  fireend,  and 

brother  dare, 
God  woot  that  thy  diaese  doth  me  wo.  1360 
Bnt  woltow  stinten  al  this  wofiil  chere, 
And,  by  my  troathe,  or  it  he  dayes  two, 
And  god  to-fom,  yet  ahal  I  shape  it  so, 
That  thoa  ahalt  oome  in-to  a  oertayn 

Th0P4tf  thon  mayst  thy-eelf  hir  preye  of 
gr»c«i  13^ 

196.  And  certainly,  I  noot  if  thon  it  west, 
But  tho  that  been  expert  in  love  it  seye, 
It  is  oon  of  the  thinges  that  furthereth 

most, 
A  man  to  have  a  leyser  for  to  preye, 
And  siker  place  his  wo  for  to  biMrreye ;  1370 
For  in  good  herte  it  moot  som  roxUhe 

impresse, 
1V>  here  and  see  the  giltles  in  distresse. 

197.  Fiarannter  thenhestow :    though  it 
be  BO 

That  kinde  wolde  doon  hir  to  biginne 
To  han  a  manor  ronthe  np-on  my  wo,    1 375 
Seyth  Daanger,   "Nay,  thon    shalt  me 

never  winnej 
So  renleth  hir  hir  hertes  goost  with-inne, 
That^  though  she  bende,  yet  she  stont  on 

rote; 
What  in  effeot  is  this  nn-to  my  bote  ?" 

198L  Thenk  here-ayeins,  whan  that  the 

sturdy  ook,  1380 

On  which  men  hakketh   ofte,   for  tho 

nones, 
Beeeyred  hath  the  happy  fklling  strook, 
The  grete  sweigh  doth  it  oome  al  at  ones, 
As  doon  these  zokkes  or  these  milne-stones. 
For  swifter  conrs  oometh  thing  that  is  of 

wighte,  1385 

Whan  it  descendeth,  than  don  thinges 

lighte. 

199.  And  reed  that  boweth  doon  for  every 

blast, 
Fal  lightly,  oesse  wind,  it  wol  aryso ; 
0ai  so  nil  not  an  00k  whan  it  is  cast ; 
It  nedeth  me  nought  thee  longe  to  forbyse. 


Men  shal  rejoysen  of  a  greet  empiyse  1391 
Aoheved  wel,  and  stant  with-outen  donte, 
Al  han  men  been  the  lenger  ther-aboate. 

200.  But,  Troilos,  yet  tel  me,  if  thee  lest, 
A  thing  now  which  that  I  shal   axen 

thee;  i395 

Which  is  thy  brother  that  thon  lovest 

best 
As  in  thy  verray  hertes  privetee  ?  * 
*  Y-wis,  my  brother  Deiphebus,'  quod  he. 
*Now,*  quod  Fandare,  *er  houres  twyes 

twelve, 
He  shal  thee  ese,  unwist  of  it  him-selve. 

201.  Now  lat  me  allone,  and  werken  as 
I  may,*  1401 

Quod  he;  and  to  Deiphebus  wente  he  tho 
Which  haddo  his  lord  and  grete  freend 

ben  ay; 
Save  Troilus,  no  man  he  lovede  so. 
To  telle  in  short,  with-outen  wordes  mo, 
Quod  Pandarus,  '  I  pray  yow  that  ye  be 
Freend  to  a  cause  which  that  toucheth 

me.*  1407 

202.  'Tis,  pardee,*  quod  Deiphebus,  *wel 
thow  west. 

In  al  that  ever  I  may,  and  god  to-fore, 
Al  nere  it  but  for  man  I  love  most,       14 10 
My  brother  Troilus;  but  sey  wherfore 
It  is ;  for  sith  that  day  that  I  was  bore, 
I  nas,  ne  never-mo  to  been  I  thinke, 
Ayeins  a  thing  that  mighte  thee  for- 
thinke.' 

208.  Pandare  gan  him  thonke,  and  to 
him  seyde,  14 15 

*Lo,  sire,  I  have  a  lady  in  this  toun, 
That  is  my  nece,  and  called  is  Criseyde, 
Which  som  men  woldendoonoppressioun, 
And  wrongfully  have  hir  possessloun  : 
Wherfor  I  of  your  lordship  yow  bisecho 
To    been    our    freend,    with-oute    more 
speche.*  1421 

204.  Deiphebus  him  answeide,  '  0,  is  not 

this, 
That    thow    spekest     of    to    me    thus 

straungely, 
Crisflyda,  my  fireend  ?*    He  seyde,  *  Yis.' 
^Than  nedeth,*  quod  Deiphebus  hardely, 
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Xarxnore  to  gpeke,  for  trusteth  wel,  that  I 
Wol  be  hir  champioiin  with  spore  and 

yerde  j-  i4»7 

I  ronghte  noaght  though  alle  hir  fooe  it 

herde 

205.  But  tel  me,  thoa  that  wooet  al  this 
matere, 

How  I  might  best  avaylen  ?  now  lat  see.* 
Qaod  Pandarus,  'if  ye,  my  lord  so  dere, 
Wolden  as  now  don  this  honour  to  me, 
To  prayen  hir  to-morwe,  lo,  that  she 
Com  un-to  yow  hir  pleyntes  to  devyse, 
Hir  adversaries  wolde  of  hit  agryse.     1435 

206.  And  if  I  more  dorste  preye  as  now. 
And  chaigen  yow  to  have  so  greet  tra- 

vayle, 
To  han  som  of  your  bretheren  here  with 

yow, 
That  mighten  to  hir  cause  bet  avf^le, 
Than,  woot  I  wel,  she  mighte  never  flayle 
For  to  be  holpen,  what  at  your  instaunce, 
What  with  hir  othere  fireendes  govem- 

aunce.*  1442 

207.  Deiphebus,  which  that  oomen  was, 
of  kinde, 

To  al  honour  and  bountee  to  consente, 
Answerde,  *it  shal  be  doon;  and  I  can 

finde  1445 

Yet  gretter  help  to  this  in  myn  ententa 
What  wolt  thow  seyn,  if  I  for  Eleyne 

sente 
To  speke  of  this?  I  trow  it  bo  the  beste ; 
For  she  may  leden  Paris  as  hir  leste. 

206.  Of  Ector,  which  that  is  my  lord,  my 

brother,  i45«> 

It  nedeth  nought  to  preye  him  freend 

to  be; 
For  I  have  herd  him,  o  tyme  and  eek  other, 
Speke  of  Criseyde  swioh  honour,  that  he 
May  seyn  no  bet,  swich  hap  to  him  hath 

she. 
It    nedeth    nought    his   helpes  'for    to 

crave ;  1455 

He  shal  be  swioh,  right  as  we  wole  him 

have. 

209.  Spek  thou  thy-self  also  to  Troilus 
On  my  bihalve,  and  pray  him  with  us 
dyne.* 


'  Sire,  al  this  shal  be  doon,'  quod  Pan- 
darus; 

And  took  his  leve,  and  never  gan  to 
fyne,  1460 

But  to  his  neces  hous,  as  streght  as  lyne, 

He  com ;  and  fond  hir  fro  the  mete  aryse ; 

And  sette  him  doun,  and  spak  right  in 
this  wyse. 

210.  He  seyde,  *0  veray  god,  so  have 
I ronne! 

Lo,  neoe  myn,  see  ye  nought  how  I  swete? 
I  noot  whether  ye  the  more  thank  me 

conne.  »466 

Be  ye  nought  war  how  that  &]s  Poliphete 
Is  now  aboute  eft-sones  for  to  plete. 
And  bringe  on  yow  advocacyfis  newe  ?  * 
•  I  ?  no,'  quod  she,  and  chaunged  al  hir 

hewe.  >470 

211.  *What  is  he  more  aboute,  me  to 
dreoohe 

And  doon  me  wrong?  what  shal  I  do, 

alias? 
Yet  of  him-self  no-thing  ne  wolde Irecche, 
Nere  it  for  Antenor  and  Eneas, 
That  been  his  freendes  in  swich  maner 

cas ;  1475 

But,  for  the  love  of  god,  myn  uncle  dere. 
No  fors  of  that,  lat  him  have  al  y-fere ; 

212   With-outen  that,  I  have  ynough  for 

us.* 
'  Nay,'  quod  Pandare,  *  it  shal  no-thing 

be  so.  1479 

For  I  have  been  right  now  at  Deiphebus, 
And  Ector,  and  myne  othere  lordes  mo, 
And  shortly  maked  eche  of  hem  his  fo ; 
That,  by  my  thrift,  he  shal  it  never  winne 
For  ought  he  can,  whan  that  so  he  bi- 

ginne.* 

218.  And  as  they  casten  what  was  best  to 
done,  1485 

Deiphebus,  of  his  owene  curta^ye, 
Ck>m  hir  to  preye,  in  his  propre  persone, 
To  holde  him  on  the  morwe  oompanye 
At  diner,  which  she  nolde  not  denye, 
But  goodly  gan  to  his  preyere  obeye^  1400 
He  thonked  hir,  and  wente  up^Hi  his 
weye. 
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214.  Whaone  this  WB8  doon,  this  Pandare 

np  a-noon,  - 
To  telle  in  short,  and  forth  gan  for  to 

wende 
To  Troilns,  as  stille  as  any  stoon, 
And  al  this  thing  he  tolde  him, -word  and 

ende ;  1495 

And  how  that  he  Deiphebns  gan  to  blende ; 
And  seyde  him,  *now  is  tjone,  if  that  thoa 

oonne. 
To  here  thee  wel  to-morwe,  and  al  is 

wonne. 

216.  Now  spek,  now  prey,  now  pitonsly 

oompleyne ; 
Lat  not  for  nyoe  shame,  or  drede,  or 

slonthe ;  1500 

Som-tyme  a  man  mot  telle  his  owene 

p^yne; 
Bileve  it,  and  she  shal  han  on  thee  routhe ; 
Thoa  Shalt  be  saved  by  thy  feyth,  in 

tronthe. 
But  wel  wot  I,  thoa  art  now  in  a  drede ; 
And  what  it  is,  I  leye,  I  can  arede.     1505 

216.  Thow  thinkest  now,   "how  sholde 
Idoonalthis? 

YoT  \jiy  my  chores  mosten  folk  aspye. 
That  for  hir  love  is  that  I  feure  armis; 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  onwist  for  sorwe  dye." 
Now  thenk  not  so,  for  thoa  dost  greet 
folye.  1510 

For  right  now  have  I  foanden  o  manere 
Of  sleighte,  for  to  coveren  al  thy  chere. 

217.  Thow  shalt  gon  over  night,  and  that 
asblyve, 

Un-to  Deiphebns  hons,  as  thee  to  pleye, 
Thy  maladye  a-wey  the  bet  to  drsrve,  1515 
For-why  thoa  semest  ^yk,  soth  for  to  seye. 
Sane  after  that,  donn  in  thy  bed  thee  leye. 
And  sey,  thow  mayst  no  lenger  np  endnre. 
And  lye  ri^t  there,  and  byde  thyn  aven- 
tore. 

218.  Sey  that  thy  fever  is  wont  thee  for 
to  take  1520 

The  same  tyme,  and  lasten  til  a-morwe; 
And  lat  see  now  how  wel  thoa  canst 

it  make, 
For,  par-dee,  oyk  is  he  that  is  in  sorwe. 


00  now,  farewel!   and,  Yenas  here  to 
borwe,  15*4 

1  hope,  and  thoa  this  purpo%holde  ferme, 
Thy  grace  she  shal  folly  ther  oonferme.* 

219.  Qaod  Troilas,  *  y-wis,  thoa  nedelees 
Gonnseylest  me,  that  sykliche  I  me  feyne ! 
For  I  am  syk  in  emest,  doatelees. 

So  that  wel  neigh  I  sterve  for  the  pejme.' 
Qaod  Pandaros,  *thoa  shalt  the  bettre 

pleyne,  X53» 

And  hast  the  lasse  nede  to  oonntrefete ; 
For  him  men  demen  hoot  that  men  seen 

swete. 

220.  Lo,  holde  thee  at  thy  triste  oloos, 
and  I 

Shal  wel  the  deer  nn-to  thy  bowe  dryve.* 
Therwith  he  took  his  leve  al  softely,    1536 
And  Troilas  to  paleys  wente  blyve. 
So  glad  ne  was  he  never  in  al  his  lyve ; 
And  to  Pandaras  reed  gan  al  assente, 
And  to  Deiphebas   hoas   at   night   he 
wente.  1540 

221.  What  nedeth  yow  to  tellen  al  the 
chere 

That  Deiphebas  nn-to  his  brother  made, 
Or  his  acoesse,  or  his  syklich  manere. 
How  men  gan  him  with  clothes  for  to 

lade. 
Whan  he  was  leyd,  and  how  men  wolde 

him  glade  ?  i545 

Bnt  al  for  nought,  he  held  forth  ay  the 

wyse 
That  ye  han  herd  Fandaxe  er  this  devyse. 

222.  Bat  certeyn  is,  er  Troilas  him  leyde, 
Deiphebas  had  him  prayed,  over  night, 
To  been  a  freend  and  helping  to  Criseyde. 
God  woot,  that  he  it  graantede  anon- 
right,  1551 

To  been  hir  ftille  freend  with  al  his  might. 
Bat  swioh  a  nede  was   to  preye  him 

thenne. 
As  for  to  bidde  a  wood  man  for  to  renne. 

228.  The  morwen  com,  and  neighen  gan 

the  tyme  1555 

Of  meel-tyd,  that  the  faire  qnene  Eleyne 

Shoop  hir  to  been,  an  houre  after  the 

pryme. 
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With  DeiphebnSf   to  whom   she   nolde 

feyno; 
Bat  as  hifl  soster,  hoomlyf  sooth  to  seyne, 
She  com  to  diner  in  hir  playn  entente.  1560 
Bat  god  and  Fandare  ynste  al  what  this 

mente. 

224.  Gome  eek  Criseyde,  al  innocent  of 
this, 

Antigone,  hir  sister  Tarbe  also ; 
Bat  flee  we  now  prolizitee  best  is, 
For  love  of  god,  andlat  osfastego     1565 
Bight  to  the  effect,  with-oate  tales  mo. 
Why  al  this  folk  assembled  in  this  place  ; 
And  lat  as  of  hir  salninges  pace. 

225.  Gret  hononr  dide  hem  Deiphebos, 
certeyn. 

And  fedde  hem  wel  with  al  that  mighte 
lyke.  1570 

Bat  ever-more,  *  aUas ! '  was  his  refi^yn, 
*  My  goode  brother  Troilas,  the  syke, 
Lyth  yet'— and  therwith-al  he  gan  to 

syke; 
And  after  that,  he  peyned  him  to  glade 
Hem  as  he  mighte,  and  chere  good  he 
made.  1575 

226.  Ck>mple3niod  eek  Eleyne  of  his  syk- 


So  feithftdly,  that  pitee  was  to  here. 
And  eveiy  wight  gan  waxen  for  accesse 
A  leche  anoon,  and  seyde,  *  in  this  manere 
Hen  oaren  folk  ;  this  oharme  I  wol  yow 

lere.'  1580 

Bat  there  sat  oon,  al  list  hir  nought  to 

teche. 
That  thooghte,  best  coade  I  yet  been  his 

leche. 

227.  After  compleynt,  him  gonnen  they 

topreyse, 
As  folk  don  yet,  whan  som  wight  hath 


To  preyse  a  man,  and  ap  with  prys  him 
reyse  1585 

A  thousand  fold  yet  hyer  than  the  sonne : — 
*He  is,  he  can,  that  fewe  lordes  conne.' 
AndPandarns,  of  that  they  wolde  afferme. 
He  not  for-gat  hir  proysing  to  conferme. 


228.  Herde  al  this  thing  GrisQyde  wel 
y-noogh,  1550 

And  every  word  gan  for  to  notifye ; 

For  which  with  sobre  chere  hir  herte 

loogh; 
For  who  is  that  ne  wolde  hir  glorifye, 
To  mowen  swich  a  knight  don  live  or 

dye? 
Bat  al  passe  I,  lest  ye  to  longe  dwelle ;  1595 
For  for  o  fyn  is  al  that  ever  I  telle. 

229.  The  tyme  com,  firo  diner  for  to  ryse. 
And,  as  hem  oaghte,  arisen  eveiychoon. 
And  gonne  a  whyl  of  this  and  that  devsrse. 
Bat  Pandaros  brak  al  this  speche  anoon. 
And  seyde  to  Deiphebos,  '  wole  ye  goon. 
If  yoorfi  wille  be,  as  I  yow  preyde,  i6oj 
To  speke  here  of  the  nedes  of  Ciiseyde  ? ' 

280.  Eleyne,  which  that  by  the  bond  hir 
held, 

Took  first  the  tale,  and  seyde,  *go  we 
blyve;*  1605 

And  goodly  on  Criseyde  she  biheld. 
And  seyde,  '  Joves  lat  him  never  thiyve, 
That  dooth  yow  harm,  and  brings  him 

sone  of  lyve ! 
And  yeve  me  sorwe,  bat  he  shal  it  rewe, 
Ifthatlmay,  andallefolkbetrewe.*  1610 

281.  '  Tel  thon  thy  neces  cas,'  qaod  Dei- 
phebos 

To  Pandarns,   *for  thoa  canst    best   it 

teUe.'- 
'  My  lordes  and  my  ladyes,  it  stant  thos ; 
What  sholde  I  lenger,'  qaod  he,  *  do  yow 

dwelle?* 
He  rong  hem  oat  a  proces  lyk  a  beUe,    16 15 
Up-on  hir  fo,  that  highte  Poliphete, 
So  heynoos,  that  men  mighte  on  it  spete. 

282.  Answerde  of  this  eoh  worse  of  hem 
than  other, 

And    Poliphete    they   gonnen   thos   to 

warien, 
*An-honged  be  swich  oon,  were  he  my 

brother ;  i6jo 

And  so  he  shal,  for  it  ne  may  not  variexi.* 
What  sholde  I  lenger  in  this  tale  tarien? 
Fleynly,  alle  at  ones,  they  hir  highten, 
To  been  hir  helpe  in  al  that  ever  they 

migfaten« 
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288.  Spak.  than  El^yne,  and  seyde,  *  Paa- 

dams,  16195 

Woot  on^t  my  lord,  my  biotlier,  this 

matere, 
I  mene,  Eotor  ?  or  woot  it  Troilos?  * 
He  seyde,  *  ye,  bat  wole  ye  now  me  here  ? 
Me  thinketh  this,  sith  Troilns  is  here, 
It  were  good,  if  that  ye  wolde  assente,  1630 
She  toldehir-eelf  himal  this,  ershe  wente. 

284.  For  he  wole  have  the  more  hir  grief 

atherte, 
"By  cause,  lo,  that  she  a  lady  is ; 
And,  by  your  leTO,  I  wol  but  right  in 

st^ie. 
And  do  yow  wite,  and  that  anoon,  y- 

wis,  i6s5 

If  that  he  slepe,  or  wole  onght  here  of 

this.' 
And  in  he  lepte,  and  seyde  him  in  his 

ere, 
*God  have  thy  sonle,  y-bronght  have  I 

thy  here!' 

286.  To  smylen  of  this  gan  tho  Troilns, 
And  Esndams,  with-oate  rekeninge,  1640 
Ont  wente  anoon  t^Eloyne  andDeiphebns, 
And  seyde  hem,  *so  there  be  no  tarymge, 
Ne  mors  pres,  he  wol  wel  that  ye  brings 
CnsQyda,  my  lady,  that  is  here ; 
Andashemayendnren,  he  wole  here.  1645 

236.  Bnt  wel  ye  wool,  the  chanmbre  is 

bnt  lyte, 
And  fewo  folk  may  lightly  make  it  warm ; 
Now  loketh  ye,  (for  I  wol  have  no  wyte, 
To  bringe  in  prees  that  mighte  doon  him 

harm 
Or  bim  disesen,  for  my  bettre  arm),     1650 
Wher  it  be  bet  ehe  byde  til  eft-sones ; 
Norw  loketh  ye,  that  knowen  what  to 

doon  is. 

287.  I  sey  for  me,  best  is,  as  I  can  knowe, 
That  no  wight  in  ne  wente  but  ye  tweye. 
Bat  it  were  I,  for  I  can,  in  a  throwe,  1655 
Befaerce  hir  cas,  nnlyk  that  she  can  seye ; 
And  after  this,  she  may  him  ones  preye 
To  ben  good  lord,  in  iriiort,  and  take  hir 

leve; 
This  may  not  mnohel  of  his  ese  him  reve. 


288.  And  eek,  for  she  is  straonge,  he  wol 
forbere  1660 

His  ese,  which  that  him  thar  nought  for , 

yow; 
Eek  other  thing,  that  toacheth  not  to 

here. 
He  wol  me  telle,  I  woot  it  wel  right  now. 
That  secret  is,  and  for  the  tonnes  prow.' 
And  they,  that  no-thing  knewe  of  this 

entente,  1665 

With<mate  more,  to  Troilos  in  they  wente. 

289.  Eleyne  in  «1  hir  goodly  softs  wyse, 
G^an  him  lalawe,  and  womanly  to  pleye, 
And  s^yde,  *ywis,  ye  moste  alweyes  aryse ! 
Now  fayre  brother,  beth  al  hool,  I  preye ! ' 
And  gaa  hir  arm  right  over  his  sholder 

leye,  1671 

And  him  with  al  hir  wit  to  reoomforte ; 
As  she  best  oonde,  she  gan  him  to  dis- 
ports. 

240.  So  after  this  quod  she,  ^-^e  yow 
biseke, 

Ify  dere  brother,  Deiphebas,  and  I,  1675 
For  love  of  god,  and  so  doth  Fandare  eke, 
To  been   good  lord    and  freend,    right 

hertely, 
Un-to  Criseyde,  which  that  certeinly 
Receyveth  wrong,  as  woot  wel  here  Fan- 
dare, 
That  can  hir  cas  wel  bet  than  I  declare.' 

241.  This  Fandarns  gan  newe  his  tnnge 
affyle,  1681 

And  al  hir  cas  reheroe,  and  that  anoon  ; 
Whan  it  was  seyd,  sone  after,  in  a  whyle, 
Quod  Troilns,  *  as  sone  as  I  may  goon, 
I  wol  right  £ayn  with  al  my  might  ben 

oon,  1685 

Have  god  my  trouthe,  hir  cause  to  sostene.' 
'  Good  thrift  have  ye,'  quod  Eleyne  the 

queue. 

242.  Quod  Fkmdarus,  *  and  it  your  wille  be, 
That  she  may  take  hir  leve,  er  that  she 

go?' 
*  Or  elles  god  for-bede,'  tho  quod  he,  1690 
'  If  that  she  vouche  sauf  for  to  do  so.' 
And  with  that  word  quod  Troilns,  'ye  two, 
Deiphebus,  and  my  soster  leef  and  dere. 
To  yow  have  I  to  speke  of  o  matere, 
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243.  To  1)6611  av3r86d  by  yoTtr  reed  the 
Iwttre ' : —  1695 

And  fond,  as  hap  was,  at  his  beddes  heed, 
The  copie  of  a  tretis  and  a  lettre. 
That  Ector  hadde  him  sent  to  axon  reed, 
If  swich  a  man  was  worthy  to  ben  deed, 
Woot  I  nooght  who  ;  but  in  a  g^risly  wyse 
He  preyede  hem  anoon  on  it  avyse.     1701 

844.  Beiphebns  gan  this  lettre  to  nnfolde 
In  emest  greet ;  so  dide  Eleyne  the  qnene ; 
And  rominge  outward,  fast  it  gan  biholde, 
Downward  a  steyre,  in-to  an  herber 
grene.  1705 

This  like  thing  they  redden  hembi-twene; 
And  largely,  the  monntaonoe  of  an  honre, 
They  gonne  on  it  to  reden  and  to  ponre. 

246.  Now  lat  hem  rede,  and  tnme  we 

anoon 
To  Pandams,  that  gan  ftil  faste  prye  1710 
That  al  was  wel,  and  out  he  gan  to  goon 
In-to  the  grete  ohambre,  and  that  in  hye, 
And  seyde,  *  god  save  al  this  oompanye ! 
Com,  neoe  myn  ;  my  lady  qnene  Eleyne 
Abydeth  yow,  and  eek  my  lordes  tw^yne. 

246.  Bys,  take  with  yow  yonr  neoe  An- 
tigone, 1716 

Or  whom  yow  list,  or  no  fors,  hardily ; 
The  lasse  prees,  the  bet ;  com  forth  with 

me, 
And  loke  that  ye  thonke  humblely     1719 
Hem  alle  three,  and,  whan  ye  may  goodly 
Your  tyme  y-see,  taketh  of  hem  your  love. 
Lest  we  to  longe  his  restes  him  bireve.' 

247.  Al  Innocent  of  Fftndams  entente. 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,  *■  go  we,  ancle  dere '; 
And  arm  in  arm  inward  with  him  she 

wente,  1725 

Avysed  wel  hir  wordes  and  hir  chore ; 
And  Pandams,  in  omestAxl  manere, 
Seyde,  •  alle  folk,  for  goddes  love,  I  preye, 
Stinteth  right  here,  and  softely yow  pleye. 


24a  Ayiseth   yow  what  folk  ben   here 

with-inne,  1730 

And  in  what  plyt  oon  is,  god  him  a- 

mende! 
And  inward  thus  AU  softely  biginne ; 
Neoe,  I  ooxgnre  and  heighly  yow  defende. 
On  his  half,  which  that  sowle  us  aUe 

sonde, 
And  in  the  Tortae  of  oorounes  tweyne, 
Sloe  nought  this  man,  that  hath  for  yow 

this  peyne !  173^ 

249.  Vy  on  the  deyel !  thenk  which  oon 

hois. 
And  in  what  plyt  he  lyth  ;  com  of  anoon ; 
Thenk  al  swich  taried  tyd!,  but  lost  it  nis ! 
That  wol  ye  bothe  sejm,  whan  ye  ben  oon. 
Seooundelich,  ther  yet  devynethnoon  1741 
Up-on  yow  two ;  com  of  now,  if  ye  conne ; 
Whyl  folk  is  blent,  lo,  al  the  tyme  is 

wonne ! 


250.  In  titering,  and  pursuite,  and  de- 

layes. 
The  folk  devyne  at  wagginge  of  a  stree ; 
And  though  ye  wolde  han  after  merye 

dayes,  1746 

Than  dar  ye  nought,  and  why  ?  for  she, 

and  she 
Spak  swich  a  word ;  thus  loked  he,  and  he 
Lest  tyme  I  loste,  I  dar  not  with  yow  dele 
Com  of  therf ore,  and  bringeth  him  to  hele.' 

261.  But  now  to  yow,  ye  lovers  that  ben 

here,  1751 

Was  TroUus  nought  in  a  cankedort, 
That  lay,  and  mighte  whispringe  of  hem 

here, 
And  thonghte, '  O  lord,  right  now  renneth 

my  sort 
Fully  to  dye,  or  han  anoon  comfort*;  1755 
And  was  the  firste  tyme  he  shulde  hir 

preye 
Of  love;  O  mighty  god,  what  shal  he  seye? 

Explicit  Secnndos  Liber. 
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BOOK    III. 


Incipit  Prohemlnm  Tercii  Librl. 

1.  O  BE^xsruL  light,  of  whiohe  the  bemes 

clere 
Adometh  al  the  thridde  hevene  fairo  ! 
O  flonnes  leef,  O  Joves  donghter  dere, 
Flesamioe  of  love,  O  gdbdiy  deboxiaire. 
In  gentil  hertes  ay  redy  to  repaire !         5 
O  verray  caiue  of  heleand  of  gladnesso, 
Y-heried  bo  thy  might  and  thy  goodnease ! 

2.  In  hevene  and  helle,  in  erthe  uoA 

saltesee 
Is  felt  thy  might,  if  that  I  wel  desceme  ; 
Ab  man,  brid,  best,  fish,  herbe  and  grene 

tree  10 

Thee  fele  in  tymes  with  vaponr  eteme. 
God  loveth,  and  to  love  wol  nought  weme ; 
And  in  this  world  no  lyves  creature, 
With-otiton  love,  is  worth,  or  may  endure. 

8.  Te  Joves  first  to  thilke  effectes  glade,  15 
Thon]g:h  which  that  thinges  liven  alle 

and  be, 
Comeveden,  and  amorous  fhim  made 
On  mortal  thing,  and  as  yow  list,  ay  ye 
Yeve  him  in  love  ese  or  adversitee ; 
And  in  a  thousand  formes  donn  him  sente 
For  love  in  erthe,  and  whom  yow  liste, 

he  hente.  21 

4.  Ye  flerse  Mars  apeysen  of  his  ire. 
And,  as  yow  list,  ye  maken  hertes  digne ; 
Algates,  hem  that  ye  wol  sette  a>fyre, 
They  dreden  shame,  and  vices  they  re- 

■igae;  »$ 

Xe  do  hem  oort^ys  be,  fresshe  and  benigne, 
And  hye  or  lowe, after  a  wight  entendeth ; 
The  j<^yeB  that  he  hath,  yoor  might  him 

sendeth. 

5.  Ye  holden  regne  and  hous  in  unitee ; 
Ye  soothfast  cause  of  firendsbip  been  also ; 
Ye  knowe  al  thilhe  covered  qoalitee      31 
Of  thinges  which  that  folk  on  wondren  so, 


Whan  they  can  not  oonstmehowitmayjo, 
She  loveth  him,  or  why  he  loveth  here ; 
As  why  this  fish,  and  nought  that,  cometh 
to  were.  35 

6.  Ye  folk  a  lawe  ban  set  in  universe, 
And  this  knowe  I  by  hem  that  loveres  be, 
That  whoHK)  stryveth  with  yow  hath  the 

werse: 
Now,  lady  bright,  for  thy  benignitee, 
At  reverence  of  hem  that  serven  thee,    40 
Whos  clerk  I  am,  so  techeth  me  devyse 
Som  joye  of  that  is  felt  in  thy  servyse, 

7.  Ye  in  my  naked  herte  sentement 
Inhelde,  and  do  me  shewe  of  thy  swet- 

nesse. — 
Caliope,  thy  vois  be  now  present,  45 

For  now  is  nede ;  sestow  not  my  destresse, 
How  I  mot  telle  anon-right  the  gladnesse 
Of  Troilus,  to  Venus  heryinge  ? 
To  which  gladnes,  who  nede  hath,  god 

him  bringe ! 

Explicit  prohemium  Tercii  Libri 

Incipit  Liber  Tercius. 

8.  Lat  al  this  mene  whyle  Troilus,        50 
Becordinge  his  lesaoun  in  this  manere, 
*Ha  feyP  thought  he,  *thus  wole  I  seye 

and  thus ; 
Thus  wole  I  pleyne  un-to  my  lady  dere ; 
That  word  is  good,  and  this  shal  be  my 

chere; 
This  nil  I  not  foryeten  in  no  wyse.*        55 
God  leve  him  werken  as  he  gan  devyse. 

9.  And  lord,  so  that  his  herte  gan  to 

quappe, 
Heringe  hir  come,  and  shorte  for  to  «yke ! 
And  Pandarus,  that  ladde  hir  by  the 

lappe. 
Com  neer,  and  gan  in  at  the  curtin  pyke, 
And  sejrde,  *  god  do  bote  on  alle  syke !    61 
See,  who  is  here  yow  comen  to  visyte  ; 
Lo,  here  is  she  that  is  your  deeth  to  wyte/ 
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10.  Ther-with  it  semed  as  he  wepte  al- 
most; 
'  A  ha,'  quod  TroiloB  so  rewAiUy,  65 

*Wher  me  be  wo,  O  mighty  god,  thou 

wost! 
Who  is  al  there  ?  I  see  noiight  txewely.' 
*8ire,'qiiod  Criseyde,  *it  is  Pandare  and  L' 
'Ye,  swete  herte?  alias,  I  may  nought  lyse 
To  knele,  and  do  jrow  honour  in  som 
wyse.'  70 

II   And  dressede  him  npward,  and  she 

right  tho 
Gan  bothe  here  hondes  softe  npon  him 

leye, 
*  0,  for  the  love  of  god,  do  ye  not  so 
To  me,'  qnod  she,  ^  ey !  what  is  this  to 

seye? 
Sire,  oome  am  I  to  yow  for  canses  tweye ; 
First,  yow  to  thonke,  and  of  yonr  lorjl- 

shipe  eke  76 

Gontinnaunce  I  wolde  vow  biseke ' 

12.  This  Troilns,  that   herde    his  lady 

preye 
Of  lordship  him,  wex  neither  qnik  ne 

deed, 
Ke  mighte  a  word  for  shame  to  it  seye,  80 
Al-thoogh  men  sholde  smyten  of  his  heed. 
But  lord,  so  he  wex  sodeinliche  reed. 
And  sire,  his  lesson,  that  he  wende  conne. 
To  preyen  hir,  is  thurgh  his  wit  y-ronne. 

18.  Criseyde  al  this  aspyede  wel  jr-nongh, 
For  she  was  wys,  and  lovede  him  nerer- 

the-hisse,  86 

Al  nere  he  malapert,  or  made  it  tough, 
Or  was  to  bold,  to  singe  a  fool  a  masse. 
Bat  whan  his  shame  gan  somwhat  to 

passe. 
His  resons,  as  I  may  my  lymes  holde,   90 
I  yow  wol  telle,  as  techen  bokes  olde. 

li.  In  channged  vois,  right  for  his  verrey 

drede. 
Which  vois  eek  qnook,  and  ther-to  his 

manere 
Qoodly  abayst,  and  now  his  hewes  rede, 
Now  pale,  un-to  Criseyde,  his  lady  dere,  95 
With  look  doon  oast  and  hnmble  yolden 

chere, 


Lo,  th'alderfirste  word  that  him  asterte 
Was,  twyes,  'mercy,  mercy,  swete  herte!' 

16.  And  stinte  a  whyl,  and  whan  he 
mighte  out-bringe,  99 

The  nezte  word  was,  *  god  wot,  for  I  have, 

As  feythfiUly  as  I  have  had  konninge, 

Ben  jronres,  also  god  my  sowle  save ; 

And  shal,  til  that  I,  woiiil  wight,  be 
grave. 

And  though  I  dar  ne  can  un-to  yow 
pleyne, 

T-wis,  I  saffre  noi^ght  the  lasse  peyne.  105 

16.  Thus  muche  as  now,  O  wommanllche 

wyf, 
I  may  out-bringe,  and  if  this  yow  displese, 
That  shal  I  wreke  upon  myn  owne  lyf 
Bight  sone,  I  trowe,  and  doon  your  herte 

an  ese,  109 

If  with  my  deeth  jrour  herte  I  may  apese. 
But  sin  that  ye  han  herd  me  som-what 

seye. 
Now  reoohe  I  never  how  sone  that  I  d^ye.' 


17  Ther-with  his  manly  sorwe  to  biholde. 
It  mighte  han  maad  an  herte  of  stoon  to 

rewe ;  114 

And  Pandare  weep  as  he  to  watre  wolde, 
And  poked  ever  his  neoe  newe  and  newe. 
And  seyde, '  wo  bigon  ben  hertes  trewe ! 
For  love  of  god,  make  of  this  thing  an 

cnde. 
Or  slee  as  bothe  at  ones,  er  that  ye  wende.* 

18.  'I  ?  what  If*  quod  she,  •  l^  god  and  by 
my  trouthe,  iso 

I  noot  nought  what  ye  wilne  that  I  seye.' 
*  I  ?  what  y  quod  he, '  that  ye  han  on  him 

routhe. 
For  goddes  love,  and  doth  him  nought  to 

deye.' 
'Now  thanne  thus,'  quod  she,  *I  wolde 

him  preye 
To  telle  me  the  fyn  of  his  entente ;       125 
Yet  wiste  I  never  wel  what  thathemente.* 

19.  '  What  that  I  mene,  0  swete  herte 
dere?' 

Qnod  Troilus,  *  O  goodly  firesshe  tne ! 
That,  with  the  stremes  of  your  eyen  dere. 
Ye  wolde  som-tyme  fkvendly  on  me  see,  130 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Book  m.] 


^v^ituii  ani  ttiet^H. 


249 


And  thanne  agreCn  that  I  may  ben  he, 
WHh'Oate  bratmche  of  yyce  in  any  wyse, 
Ta  troathe  alwey  to  doon  yow  my  servyse 

ao.  Afl  to  my  lady  right  and  chief  resort, 
With  al  my  wit  and  al  my  diligence,  135 
And  I  to  han,  right  as  yow  list,  comfort, 
Under  your  yerde,  egal  to  myn  offence, 
As  deeth,  if  that  I  breke  your  defence ; 
And  that  ye  deigne  me  so  muohe  honoore, 
ICe  to  comannden  ought  in  any  honre.  140 

21,  And  I  to  been  yoTir  verray  humble 
trewe. 

Secret,  and  in  my  paynes  pacient. 
And  ever-mo  desire  freshly  newe. 
To  serven,  and  been  +y-lyke  ay  diligent, 
And,   with    good    herte,    al    holly  your 
talent  145 

Rec^yren  wel,  how  sore  that  me  smerte, 
I^,  this  mene  I,  myn  owene  swete  herte.' 

22.  Qaod  Pandaros,  *lo,  here  an  hard 
request, 

And  resonable,  a  lady  for  to  weme ! 
Now,  nece  myn,  by  natal  Joves  fest,     150 
Wer«  I  a  god,  ye  sholde  sterve  as  yeme, 
That  heren  wel,  this  man  wol  no-thing 

yexne 
Bnt  yoar  honour,  and  seen  him  almost 

sterve, 
And  been  so  looth  to  soffiren  him  yow 


&  With  that  she  gan  hir  eyen  on  him 
caste  ,55 

Fol  eoly,  and  fVd  debonairly, 
Avysing  hir,  and  hyed  not  to  fkste 
With  never  a  word,  bat  seyde  him  soAely, 
*  Hyn  honour  sanf,  I  wol  wel  trewely, 
And  in  swich  forme  as   he   can   now 
devyse,  160 

Bec^Srven  him  ftiUy  to  my  servyse, 

24.  BiMching  him,  for  goddes  love,  that 

he 
Wolde,  in  honour  of  troathe  and  gentil- 


A«  I  wel  mene,  eek  mene  wel  to  me,  1(^4 
And  myn  honour,  with  wit  and  besinesse, 
Ay  kepe;  andif^maydonhimgladnesBe, 


From  hennes-forth,  y-wis,  I  nil  not  feyne : 
Now  beeth  al  hool,  no  longer  ye  ne  pleyne. 

25.  But  nathelees,  this  wame    I  yow,' 

quod  she, 
*  A  hinges  sone  al-though  ye  be,  y-wis,  170 
Te  shul  na'more  have  soverainetee 
Of  me  in  love,  than  right  in  that  oas  is ; 
Ne  I  nil  forbere,  if  that  ye  doon  a-mis, 
To  wrathen  yow ;  and  whyl  that  ye  me 


Cherycen  yow  right  after  ye  deserve.    175 

26.  And  shortly,  derfi  herte  and  al  my 

knight, 
Beth  glad,  and  draweth  yow  to  lustinesse, 
And  I  shal  trewely,  with  al  my  might, 
Tour  bittre  tomen  al  in-to  swetneese ;  179 
If  I  be  she  that  may  yow  do  gladnesse, 
For  evezy  wo  ye  shal  reoovere  a  blisse ' ; 
And  him  in  axmes  took,  and  gan  him 


27    Fil  Pandams  on  knees,  and  up  his 

yen 
To  hevene  threw,  and  held  his  hondes 

hye, 
*  Immortal  god!*  quod  he,  'that  mayst 

nought  dyen,  185 

Cupide  I  mene,  of  this  masrst  glorifye ; 
And  Venus,  thou  ma3^  make  melodjre ; 
With-outen  bond,  me   semeth   that  in 

towne. 
For  this  merveyle,  I  here  ech  belle  sowne. 

28.  But  ho !  no  more  as  now  of  this 
matere,  190 

Por-why  this  folk  wol  comen  up  anoon, 
That  ban  the  lettre  red  :  lo,  I  hem  here. 
But  I  conjure  thee,  Criseyde,  and  oon, 
And  two,  thou  Troilus,  whan  thow  mayst 

goon, 
That  at  myn  hous  ye  been  at  my  warn- 

inge,  195 

For  I  All  wel  shal  shape  your  cominge  ; 

29.  And  eseth  ther  your   hertes  right 
y-nough ; 

And  lat  see  which  of  yow  shal  here  the 

bene 
To  speke  of  love  a-right  1'  ther-vrith  he 

lough, 
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*  For  ther  have  ye  a  layser  for  to  telle.*  aoo 
Qnod  TroiloB,  ^  how  longe  Bhal  I  dwelle 
Er  this  he  doon  ?'  Quod  he,  *  whan  thou 

mayst  zysei 
This  thijig  dial  be  right  as  I  yow  devyse.' 

80.  With  that  Eleyne  and  alBo  Beiphebns 
Tho  oomen  upward,  right  at  the  steyres 

ende ;  2^5 

And  lord,  00  than  gan  grone  Troilns, 
His  brother  and  his  snster  for  to  blende. 
Qnod  Pandanut,   'it  ^yme   is    that  we 

wende ; 
Tak,  neoe  myn,  your  leve  at  alle  three, 
And  lat  hem  speke,  and  cometh  forth 

with  me.'  a  to 

81.  She  took  hir  leve  at  hem  fol  thriftily. 
As  she  wel  ooude,  and  they  hir  reverence 
Un>to  the  iVille  diden  hardely, 

And  speken  wonder  wel,  in  hir  absence, 
Of  hir,  in  preysing  of  hir  excellence,    a  15 
Hir  govemaonce,  hir  wit ;  and  hir  man- 

ere 
Gommendeden,  it  joye  was  to  here. 

32.  Kow  lat  hir  wende  un-to  hir  owne 

place. 
And  tome  we  to  Troilns  a-yein,  219 

That  gan  tal  lightly  of  the  lettre  passe 
That  Deiphebns  hadde  in  the  gardin  seyn. 
And  of  Eleyne  and  him  he  wolde  fayn 
Delivered  been,  and  seyde,  that  him  leste 
To  slepe,  and  after  tales  have  reste. 

88.  El«yne  him  kiste,  and  took  hir  leve 

blyve,  aa5 

Beiphebns  eek,  and  hoom  wente  eveiy 

wight ; 
And  Pandams,  as  faste  as  he  may  diyve, 
To  Troilns  tho  com,  as  lyne  right  f 
And  on  a  paillet,  al  that  glade  night, 
By  Troilns  he  lay,  with  meiy  chere,     a^o 
To  tale;   and  wel  was  hem  they  were 
y-fere, 

84.  Whan  evexy  wight  was  voided  but 

they  two. 
And  alle  the  dores  were  faste  y-shette, 
To  telle  in  short,  with-onte  wordes  mo. 
This  Pandanis,  with-onten  any  lette,  ajs 
Up  roos,  and  on  his  beddes  syde  him  sette, 


And  gan  to  speken  in  a  sobre  wyse 
To  Truilns,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

86.  *  Myn  alderlevest  lord,  and  brother 
dere, 

Ood  woot,  and  thou,  that  it  sat  me  so 

sore,  240 

When  I  thee  saw  so  langnisshing  to-jrere. 

For  love,  of  which  thy  wo  wex  alwey 

more ; 
That  I,  with  al  my  might  and  al  my  lore. 
Hath  ever  sithen  doon  my  bisinesse 
To  bringe  thee  to  joye  oat  of  distresse ; 

88.  And  have  it  brought  to  swioh  plyt  as 

thon  wost,  a46 

So  that,  thorogh  me,  thow  stondest  now 

in  weye 
To  fare  wel,  I  seye  it  for  no  host. 
And  wostow  why  ?  for  shame  it  is  to  seye. 
For  thee  have  I  bigonne  a  gamen  pleye 
Which  that  I  never  doon  shal  eft  for 

other,  251 

Al-thongh  he  were  a  thousand  fold  my 

brother. 

87.  That  is  to  seye,  for  thee  am  I  bioomen, 
Bitwixen  game  and  emest,  swich  a  mene 
As  maken  wommen  un-to  men  to  oonaen  ; 
Al  sey  I  nought,  thou  wost  wel  what  I 

mene.  356 

For  thee  have  I  my  neoe,  of  vyoes  dene, 
So  Ailly  maad  thy  genUlesse  txiste. 
That  al  shal  been  right  as  thy-selve  liste. 

88.  But  god,  that  al  wot,  take  I  to  wit- 
nesse,  ado 

That  never  I  this  for  ooveityse  wrougbte, 
But  only  for  to  abregge  that  distresse, 
For  which  wel  nygh  thou  d^^est,  as  me 

thoughte. 
But  gode  brother,  do  now  as  thee  oughte. 
For  goddes  love,  and  keep  hir  out  of 

blame,  26$ 

Sin  thou  art  wys,  and  save  alwoy  hir 

name. 

89.  For  wel  thou  wost,  the  name  as  yet 
of  here 

Among  the  peple,  as  who  seyth,  halwed  is; 
For  that  man  is  unbore,  I  dar  wel  sware, 
That  ever  wiste  that  she  dide  amis,     ajo 
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But  wo  is  mOf  that  I,  that  eavse  al  this, 
May  thenken  that  she  is  my  neo«  dere, 
And  I  hir  eem,  and  traytor  eek  y-fers ! 

40.  And  were  it -wist  that  I,  through  miyn 
engyn, 

Hadde  in  my  neoe  y-pnt  this  ihntasye,  275 
To  do  thy  Inst,  and  hooUy  to  be  thyn, 
Why,  al  the  world  np-on  it  w<dde  orye, 
And  B^ye,  that  I  the  worste  trecherye 
Dide  in  this  oas,  that  ever  was  bigonne, 
And  she  for-lost,  and  thon  right  nought 
y-wonne.  afki 

41.  Wher-foive,  er  I  wol  ferther  goon*  a 

pas, 
Tet  eft  I  thee  biseohe  and  fbUy  seye, 
That  priyetee  go  with  vs  in  this  cas, 
That  is  to  seye,  that  thou  ns  never  wreye; 
And  be  nought  wrooth,  though  I  thee 
ofte  preye  38$ 

To  holden  secree  swioh  an  heigh  matere; 
For  skilful  is,  thow  west  wel,  my  preyera 

42.  And  thenk  what  wo  ther  hath  Utid 
erthis, 

For  makinge  of  avanntes,  as  men  rede ; 
And  what  misohaonce  in  this  world  yet 

ther  is,  390 

Fro  day  to  day,  right  for  that  wikked 

dede; 
For  which  these  wyse  olerkes  that  ben 

dede 
Han  ever  yet  proverbed  to  ns  yonge, 
That  "  firste  vertn  is  to  kepe  tonge." 

48.  And,  nere  it  that  I  wilne  as  now 
t*abregge  ags 

Diffkisionn  of  speche,  I  ooade  almost 
A  thousand  olde  stories  thee  alegge 
Of  wommen  lost,  thomgh  £tls  and  foles 

bost; 
Proverbes  canst  thy-^elf  y-nowe,  and  west, 
Ayeins  that  vyoe,  for  to  been  a  labbe,  500 
Al  seyde  men  sooth  as  often  as  they  gabbe. 

44.  O  tonge,  alias !  so  often  hera-bifom 
Uastow  made  many  a  lady  bright  of  he  we 
Seyd,  "  welawey !  theday  that  I  was  bom !  ** 
And  many  a  maydes  sorwes  for  to  newe ; 
And,  for  the  more  part,  al  is  nntrewe  306 


That  men  of  yelpe,  and  it  were  brought ' 

to  preve ; 
Of  kinde  non  avauntour  is  to  leva 

45.  Avauntour  and  a  lyere,  al  is  on  ;    309 
As  thus :  I  pose,  a  womman  graunte  me 
Hir  love,  and  seyth  that  other  wol  she  non. 
And  I  am  sworn  to  holden  it  seoree. 
And  after  I  go  telle  it  two  or  three ; 
Y-wis,  I  am  avauntour  at  the  leste, 
And  lyere,  for  I  breke  my  biheste.        315 

46.  Now  loke  thanne,  if  they  be  nought 
to  blame, 

Swioh  maner  folk;   what  shal  I  clepe 

hem,  what, 
That  hem  avaunte  of  wommen,  and  by 

name, 
That  never  yet  bihighte  hem  this  ne  that, 
Ne  knewe  hem  more  than  myn  olde  hat  ? 
No  wonder  is,  so  god  me  sende  hole,    331 
Though  wommen  drede  with  ns  men  to 

dele. 

47.  I  s^  not  this  for  no  mistrust  of  yow, 
Ne  for  no  wys  man,  but  for  foles  nyoe, 
And  for  the  harm  that  in  the  world  is 

now,  325 

As  wel  for  foly  ofte  as  for  malyce ; 
For  1^  wot  I,  in  wyse  folk,  that  vyoe 
No  woAiman  drat,  if  she  be  wel  avysed ; 
For  wyse  ben  hy  foles  harm  ohastysed. 

48u  Bnt  now  to  purpos ;  leva  brother  dere, 
Have  al  this  thing  that  I  have  seyd  in 

minde,  331 

And  keep  thee  olos,  and  be  now  of  good 

ohere. 
For  at  thy  day  thou  shalt  me  trewe  ftndOb 
I  shal  thy  proces  sette  in  swioh  a  kinde. 
And  god  to-fom,  that  it  shall  thee  snilyse, 
For  it  shal  been  right  as  thou  wolt  de- 

▼yM.  336 

49.  For  wel  I  woot,  thou  menest  wel, 

parde; 
Therfore  I  dar  this  AiUy  undertake. 
Thou  woet  eek  what  thy  lady  graunted 

thee, 
And  day  is  set,  the  chartres  up  to  make. 
Have  now  good  night,  I  may  no  longer 

wake;  341 
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And  bid  for  me,  sin  thon  art  now  in  blisse, 
That  god  me  sende  deeth  or  Bone  lisse.' 

oO.  Who  mighte  telle  half  the  joye  or  feste 
Which  that  the  sowle  of  Troilns  thofelte, 
Heringe  th'eifect  of  Pandams  biheste?  346 
His  olde  wo,  that  made  his  herte  swelte, 
Gan  tho  for  joye  wasten  and  to-melte, 
And  al  the  richesse  of  his  sykes  sore 
At  ones  fledde,  he  felte  of  hem  no  more. 

51.  Bat  right  so  as  these  holtes  and  these 
hayes,  351 

That  han  in  winter  dede  been  and  dreye, 
Revesten  hem  in  grene,  whan  that  May  is, 
Whan  every  lusty  lyketh  best  to  pleye : 
Bight  in  that  selve  wyse,  sooth  to  seye,  355 
Wex  sodeynliche  his  herte  fol  of  joye, 
That  gladder  was  ther  never  man  in  Troye. 

52.  And  gan  his  look  on  Pandams  np 
caste 

Fal  sobrely,  and  frendly  for  to  see,       359 
And  s^e,  *  fireend,  in  Aprille  the  laste, 
As  wel  thon  wost,  if  it  remembre  thee, 
How  neigh  the  deeth  for  wo  thon  fonnde 

me ; 
And  how  thon  didest  al  thy  bisinesse 
To  knowe  of  me  the  cause  of  my  distresse. 

58.  Thou  wost  how  longe  I  it  for-bar  to 

seye  365 

To  thee,  that  art  the  man  that  I  best 

triste; 
And  peril  was  it  noon  to  thee  l^-wreye, 
That  wist-e  I  wel ;  but  tel  me,  if  thee  liste, 
Sith  I  so  looth  was  that  thy-self  it  wiste. 
How  dorste  I  mo  tellen  of  tiiis  raatere,  370 
That  quake  now,  and  no  wight  mBy  us 
here? 

54.  But  natheles,  by  that  god  I  thee  swere, 
That,  as  him  list,    may  al  this  world 

goveme. 
And,  if  I  lye,  Achilles  with  his  spere 
Myn  herte  deve,  al  were  my  Ijrf  eteme, 
As  I  am  mortal,  if  I  late  or  yeme         376 
Wolde  it  HwreyBj  or  dorste,  or  sholde 

conne, 
For  al  the  good  that  god  made  under 

Sonne; 


55.  That  rather  d^e  I  wolde,  and  de- 
termyne. 

As  thinketh  me,  now  stokked  in  presoun. 
In  wreochednesse,  in  fllthe,  and  in  ver- 

m3me,  381 

Caytif  to  cruel  king  Agamenoun  ; 
And  this,  in  alle  the  temples  of   this 

tonn, 
Upon  the  goddes  alle,  I  wol  thee  swere, 
To-morwe  day,  if  that  thee  lyketh  here.  385 

56.  And  that  thou  hast  so  muche  y-doon 
forme. 

That  I  ne  may  it  never^more  deserve, 
This  knowe  I  wel,  al  mJg:hte  I  now  for 

thee 
A  thousand  tymei  on  a  morwen  sterve, 
I  can  no  more,  but  that  I  wol  thee  serve 
Bight   as   thy   sclave,    whider-oo    thou 

wende,  391 

For  ever-more,  un-to  my  lyvee  ende ! 

57.  But  here,  with  al  myn  herte,  I  thee 
biseohe, 

That  never  in  me  thou  deme  swich  folye 

Ab  I  shal  seyn ;  me  thoughte,  l^  thy 
Bpeche,  395 

That  this,  which  thou  me  dost  for  com- 
pany©, 

I  sholde  wene  it  were  a  baudeiye ; 

1  am  nought  wood,  al-if  1  lewed  be ; 

It  is  not  so,  that  woot  I  wel,  pardee. 

58.  But  he  that  goth,  for  gold  or  for 
richesse,  400 

On  swich  message,  oalle  him  what  thee 

list; 
And  this  that  thou  dost,  calle  it  gentilesse, 
Gompassioun,  and  felawship,  and  trist ; 
Beparte  it  so,  for  wyde-where  is  wist 
How  that  there  is  dyversitee  requered  4105 
Bitwixen  thinges  lyke,  as  I  have  lezed, 

59.  And,  that  thou  knowe  I  thanke 
nought  ne  wene 

That  this  servyse  a  shame  be  or  jape, 
I  have  my  fkire  suster  Polixene, 
Cassandre,  Eleyne,  or  any  of  the  firape ; 
Be  she  never  bo  ftore  or  wel  y-ahape,    411 
Tel  me,  which  thou  wilt  of  everichone. 
To  han  for  thyn,and  lat  methanne  aUtmew 
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00.  Bat  sm  that  thou  hast  don  ma  this 
sarvyw,  414 

Ky  lyf  to  sare,  and  for  noon  hope  of  mode, 
So,  for  the  love  of  god,  this  gp:ete  empryse 
Faiforme  it  oat ;  for  now  is  moste  node. 
For  high  and  low,  with-oaten  any  drede, 
I  wol  alw^  thyne  hestes  alle  kepe ; 
Have  now  good  night,  and  lat  us  bothe 
fllepe.'  490 

61.  Thos  held  him  edh  with  other  wel 

apayed. 
That   al   the  world   ne   mighte  it  bet 

amende ; 
And,  on  the   morwe,  whan  they  were 

arayed, 
Eeh  to  his  owene  nedes  gan  entende. 
Bat  TroOns,  thoagh  as  the  fyr  he  brende 
For  sharp  desyr  of  hope  and  of  plesaonoe, 
He  not  for-gat  his  gode  gOYemaonoe.  437 

08.  Bat  in  him-self  with  manhod   gan 

restroyne 
Ech  rakel  dede  and  eoh  nnbrydled  ehere, 
That  alle  tho  that  liven,  sooth  to  seyne, 
Ne  sholde  han  wist,  by  word  or  by  manere, 
What  that  he  mente,  as  tonohing  this 

matere.  43a 

From  evexy  wight  as  far  as  is  the  cloade 
He  was,  so  wel  dissimolen  he  oonde. 

68.  And  al  the  whyl  which  that  I  yow 
devyse,  435 

This  was  his  lyf;  with  al  his  fUle  might, 
^y  day  he  was  in  liartes  high  servjrse, 
This  is  to  seyn,  in  armee  as  a  knight ; 
And  for  the  more  part,  the  longe  night 
He  lay,  and  thooghte  how  that  he  mighte 
serve  440 

His  lady  best,  hir  thank  for  to  deserve. 

64.  Nil  I  nought  swerG,  al-thoogh  he  lay 

sofbe. 
That  in  his  thooght  he  nas  snmwhat 

diseeed, 
Ne  that  he  tomede  on  his  pilwes  ofbe, 
And  wolde  of  that  him  missed  han  ben 

•wed;  445 

Bat  in  swioh  cas  man  is- nought  alwey 

plesed. 
For  onght  I  wot,  no  more  than  was  he ; 
That  can  I  deme  of  possibilitee. 


66.  Bnt  cert^yn  is,  to  pnrpos  for  to  go, 
That   in    this  whyle,  as  writen   is   in 

geete,  450 

He  say  his  lady  som-tyme ;  and  also 
She  with  him  spak,  whan  that  she  derate 

or  leste. 
And  by  hir  bothe  avys,  as  was  the  beste, 
Apoynteden  fol  warly  in  this  nede. 
So  as  they  dorste,  how  they  wolde  pro- 

oede,  455 

66.  Bnt  it  was  spoken  in  so  short  a  wyse, 
In  swich  awayt  i^wey,  and  in  Bwich  fere, 
Lest  any  wyght  divynen  or  devyse 
Wolde  of  hem  two,  or  to  it  leye  an  ere, 
That  al  this  world  so  leef  to  hem  ne 

were  460 

As  that  Gapido  wolde  hem  grace  sende 
To  maken  of  hir  speche  aright  an  ende. 

67.  Bnt  thilke  litel  that  they  speke  or 
wvooghte, 

His  wyse  gooBt  took  ay  of  al  swich  hede, 
It  semed  hir,  he  wiste  that  she  thooghte 
With-onten  word,  so  that  it  was  no  nede 
To  bidde  him  onght  to  done,  or  onght 

forbede ;  467 

For  which  she  thooghte  that  love,  al 

come  it  late, 
Of  alle  joye  hadde  opned  hir  the  yate. 

68.  And    shortly  of  this  proces  for  to 
pace,  470 

So  wel  his  werk  and  wordes  he  bisette. 
That  he  BO  All  stood  in  his  lady  grace. 
That  twenty  thoasand  tymes,  or  she  lette, 
She  thonked  god    she    ever   with    him 

mette; 
So  ooode  he  him  goveme  in  swioh  ser- 

vyse,  475 

That  al  tho   world    ne   mighte    it    bet 

devyse. 

69.  For-why  she  fond  him  so  discreet  in  al. 
So  secret,  and  of  swich  ob^isaonce. 
That  wel  she  felte  he  was  to  hir  a  wal 
Of  steel,  and  sheld  from  every  disple- 

sannoe ;  480 

That,  to  ben  in  his  gode  govemaonce. 
So  wys  he  was,  she  was  no  more  afered, 
I  mene,  as  fer  as  ooghte  ben  requered. 
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70.  AndP(uidanis,toqtiikealwey  iheiyr, 
Was  ever  y-lyke  prest  and  diligent ;  485 
To  ese  his  frend  was  set  al  his  deoyr. 

He  shoof  ay  on,  he  to  and  fro  was  sent ; 
He  lettres  bar  whan  Troilos  was  absent. 
That  never  man,  as  in  his  freendes  nede, 
Ne  bar   him   bet   than   he,  with-outen 
drede.  490 

71.  Bnt  now,  paraxinter,  som  man  wayten 
wolde 

That  every  word,  or  sonde,  or  look,  or 

chere 
Of  TroHas  that  I  rehersen  sholde, 
In  al  this  whyle,  nn-to  his  lady  dere ; 
I  trowe   it  were  a  long   thing   for    to 

here ;  495 

Or  of  what  wight  that  stant  in  swich  dis- 

joynte. 
His  wordes  alle,  or  every  look,  to  poynte. 

72.  For  sothe,  I  have  not  herd  it  doon  er 
this, 

In  storye  noon,  ne  no  man  here,  I  wane  ; 
And  though  I  wolde  I  conde  not,  y-wis  ; 
For  ther  was  som  epistel  hem  bitwene,  501 
That  wolde,  as  seyth  myn  anctor,  wel 

contene 
Neigh  half  this  book,  of  whioh  him  list 

not  wryte  j 
How  sholde  I  thanne  a  lyne  of  it  endyte  ? 

78.  But  to  the  grete  effect :  than  aey  I 
thus,  505 

That  stonding  in  concord  and  in  qniete 
Thise  ilke  two,  Oriseyde  and  Troilus, 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  tyiue  swete, 
Save  only  often  mighte  they  not  mete, 
Ne  layser  have  hir  speches  to  falfelle,   510 
That  it  befel  right  as  I  shal  yow  telle, 

74.  That  Pandaros,  that  ever  dide  his 

might 
Bight  for  the  fyn  that  I  shal  speke  of 

here, 
As  for  to  bringe  to  his  hons  som  night 
His  fiure  neoe,  and  Troilus  y-fere,        515 
Wher-as  at  leyser  al  this  heigh  matere, 
Touching  hir  love,  were  at  the  ftille  np- 

bounde, 
Hadde  out  of  doute  a  tyme  to  it  founde. 


76.  For  he  with  greet  deliberaoiotm 
Hadde  every  thing  that  her<4o  mig^hte 

avayle  530 

Fom-cast,  and  put  in  azeoncioun, 
And  neither  laft  for  cost  ne  for  travayle ; 
Oome  if  hem  lest,  hem  sholde  no-thing 

fayle ; 
And  for  to  been  in  ought  espyed  there. 
That,  wiste  he  wel,  ai^  inpoesible  were. 

76.  Dredelees,  it  oleer  was  in  the  wind 
Of  every  pye  and  every  lette-game ;      fuj 
Now  al  is  wel,  for  al  the  world  is  blind 
In  this  matere,  bothe  fremed  and  tame. 
This  timber  is  al  redy  up  to  fmne;      sy» 
Us  lakketh  nought  but  that  we  witen 

wolde 
A  oertein  houre,  in  whiohe  ahe  ooanen 
sholde. 

77.  And  Troilus,  that  al  this  purveyannce 
Knew  at  the  fhUe,  and  waytede  on  it  ay, 
Hadde  here-up-on  eek  made  gret  oxde- 

naunce,  535 

And  founde  his  cause,  and  ther-to  his 

aray, 
If  that  he  were  missed,  night  or  day, 
Ther-whyle  he  was  aboute  this  servjne, 
That  he  was  goon  to  doon  his  sacri^fnae* 

78.  And  moste  at  swich  a  temple  alone 
wake,  540 

Answered  of  Appollo  for  to  be ; 

And  first,  to  seen  the  holy  laurer  quake, 

£r  that  Apollo  spak  out  of  the  tree, 

To  telle  him  next  whan  Grekes  sholden 

flee; 
And  forthy  lette  him  no  man,  god  for- 

bede,  545 

But  praye  Apollo  helpen  in  this  nede. 

79.  Now  is  ther  litel  more  for  to  dona. 
But  Pandare  up,  and  shortly  for  to  s^yne, 
Bjght  sons  upon  the  ohannging  of  the 

mone, 
Whan  lightlea  is  the  world  a  night  or 

twejme,  550 

And  that  the  welken  shoop  him  fi>r  to 

zeyne. 
He  straight   a-morwe   un-to    his    nece 

wente; 
Ye  han  wel  herd  the  fyn  of  his  entanta. 
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I  oome,  he  gan  anoon  to 


80.  Wlumhe 
pleye 

As  he  -was  voni,  and  of  hixn-self  to  jape ; 
And  fynally,  he  swor  and  gan  hir  seye,  SS^ 
By  this  and  that,  ahe  sholde  him  not 

escape, 
Ke  lenger  doon  him  after  hir  to  gape ; 
But  o«rteynly  she  moete,  hy  hir  leve, 
Come  floapen  in  iiis  hoos  with  him  at 

eve.  560 

81.  At  whiohe  she  longh,  and  gan  hir 
faste  ezoQse, 

And  aeyde,  *  it  xi^yneth ;  lo,  how  sholde 

Igoon?' 
*  Lat  be,'  qnod  he,  *  ne  stond  not  thus  to 


This  moot  he  doon,  ye  shal  he  ther  anoon.' 
80  at  the  laste  her-of  they  felle  at  oon,  565 
Or  elles,  softe  he  swor  hir  in  hir  ere, 
He  nolde  never  oome  ther  she  were. 

as.  8one  after  this,  to  him  she  gan  to 

Towne, 
And  asked  him  if  TroUns  were  there  ? 
He  swor  hir,  *nay,  for  he  was  oat  of 

towne,*  5;o 

And  seyde,  *  neoe,  I  pose  that  he  were, 
Tow  fthnrfte  never  have  the  more  fere. 
For  rather  than  men  mighte  him  ther 

aspye. 
Me  were  lever  a  thousand-fold  to  dye,* 

83  Nought   list   myn    aaotor   ftdly   to 

declare  575 

What  that  she  thonghte  whan  he  seyde 

•Of 

That  Troilns  was  oat  of  town  y-fiiure, 
As  if  he  seyde  ther-of  sooth  or  no ; 
Bat  that,  with-oateawayt,  with  him  to  go, 
She  graonted  him,  sith  he  hir  that  bi- 
■ooifhte,  580 

And,  as  his  nece,  obeyed  as  hir  onghte 

84.  Bat  nathelees,  yet  gan  she  him  hi- 

sedhe, 
Al-thoagh  with  him  to  goon  it  was  no  fere. 
For  to  be  war  of  goosish  peples  speohe. 
That  dremen  thinges  whiehe  that  never 

^we,  585 

And  wel  avyse  him  whom  he  broaghte 


And  seyde  him,  *  eem,  sin  I  mot  on  yow 

triste, 
Loke  al  be  wel,  and  do  now  as  yow  liste.' 

86.  He  swor  hir,  *  yis,  hy  stokkes  and  by 
stones. 

And  by  the  goddes  that  in  hevene  dwelle, 
Or  elles  were  him  lever,  soole  and  bones, 
Wi%h.  Pinto  king  as  depe  been  in  helle  59a 
As  Tantalos !  *  What  sholde  I  more  telle  ? 
Whan  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his 

leve. 
And  she  to  soaper  oom,  whan  it  was  eve, 

861  Withacertaynofhirowenemen,  596 
And  with  hir  laire  neoe  Antigone, 
And  othere  of  hir  wommen  nyne  or  ten ; 
Bat  who  was  glad  now,  who,  as  trowe  ye, 
Bnt  Troilos,  that  stood  and  mighte  it 

see  600 

Thurgh-oat  a  litel  windowe  in  a  stewe, 
Ther  he  bishet,   sin  midnight,  was   in 

mewe, 

87.  Unwist  of  eveiy  wight  bat  of  Pandare ? 
Bat  to  the  poynt;  now  whan  she  was 

y-oome 
With  alle  joye,  and  alia  ftwides  &re,    60s 
Hir  eem  anoon  in  armes  hath  hir  nome. 
And  after  to  the  soaper,  alle  and  some, 
Whan  tyme  was,  ftd  softe  they  hem  sette ; 
Gk>d  wot,  ther  was  no  deyntee  for  to  fette. 

88.  And  after   soaper   gonnen   they  to 
ryse,  610 

At  ese  wel,  with  hertes  fresshe  and  glade, 
And  wel  was  him  that  oonde  best  devyse 
To  lyken  hir,  or  that  hir  laaghen  made. 
He  song;  she  pleyde;  he  tolde  tale  of 

Wade. 
Bat  at  the  laste,  as  every  thing  hath 

ende,  615 

She  took  hir  leve,  and  nodes  wolde  wende. 

88,  BatO,  IV>rtane,exeoatrioeofwierdes, 

O  inflaenoes  of  thise  hevenes  bye ! 

Soth  is,  that,  ander  god,  ye   ben  oar 

hierdes, 
Thoagfa   to  OS   bestes  been  the  caases 

wr3re.  6ao 

This  mene  I  now,  for  she  gan  hoomward 

hye, 
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Bat  ezecnt  was  ol  bi«yde  hir  leve, 
At  the  goddes  wil ;  for  which  she  moste 
bleve. 

90.  The  bente  mone  -with  hir  homes  pale, 
Satnme,   and   Jove,  in    Cancro  joyned 

were,  625 

That  Bwich  a  rayn  from  hevene  gan  avale, 
That  every  maner  wommanthat  was  i\^eTe 
Hadde  of  that  smoky  reyn  a  verray  fere ; 
At  which  Pandare  tho  lough,  and  seyde 

thenne, 
'Nowwereittymealadytogohenne!  6y> 

91.  Bnt  goode  nece,  if  I  mighte  ever  plese 
Yow  any-thing,  than  prey  I  yow,*  qaod  he, 
'To  doon  myn  herte  as  now  so  greet  an 

ese 
As  for  to  dwelle  here  al  this  night  with  me, 
For-why  this  is  yonr  owene  hons,  pardee. 
For,  by  my  tronthe,  I  sey  it  nought  a- 

game,  636 

To  wende  as  now,  it  were  to  me  a  shame.' 

92.  Criseyde,  whiohe  that  oonde  as  mache 
good 

As  half  a  world,  tok  hede  of  his  preyere ; 
And  sin  it  ron,  and  al  was  on  a  flood,  640 
She  though  te,  as  good  chep  may  I  dwellen 

here. 
And  grannte  it  gladly  with  a  freendes 

chore, 
And  have  a  thank,  as  gmoche  and  thanne 

abyde ; 
For  hoom  to  goon  it  may  nought  wel 

bityde. 

98.  *I  wol,'  quod  she,  *myn  nnole  leef 
and  dere,  645 

Sin  that  yow  list,  it  skile  is  to  be  so ; 

I  am  right  glad  with  yow  to  dwellen  here ; 

I  seyde  bat  a-game,  I  wolde  go.' 

'Y-wis,  graant  mercy,  nece  I'  qnod  he 
tho ;  649 

*  Were  it  a  game  or  no,  soth  ibr  to  telle, 

Now  am  I  glad,  sin  that  yow  list  to  dweUe.* 

94.  Thus  al  is  wel ;  but  tho  bigan  aright 
The  newe  joye,  and  al  the  feste  agayn  ; 
Bat  Pandaras,  if  goodly  hadde  he  might. 
He  wolde  han  hyed  hir  to  bedde  &yn,  655 
And  seyde,  '  lord,  this  is  an  huge  myn  ! 


This  were  a  weder  for  to  slepen  inne ; 
And  that  I  rede  as  sone  to  biginne. 

95.  And  nece,  woot  ye  wher  I  wol  yow 
leye,  659 

For  that  we-  shal  not  liggen  fer  asonder, 
And  for  ye  neither  shallen,  dar  I  seye, 
Heren  noise  of  reynes  nor  of  thonder  ? 
By  god,  right  in  my  lyte  closet  yonder. 
And  I  wol  in  that  oater  hoas  allone 
Be  wardeyn  of  yoar  wommen  everichone. 

96.  And  in  this  middel  chaumbre  that  ye 
see  666 

Shal  yoare  wommen  slepen  wel  and  soite; 
And  ther  I  seyde  shal  yoor-selve  be ; 
And  if  ye  liggen  wel  to-night,  com  ofte. 
And  careth  not  what  weder  is  on-lofte.  670 
The  yryn  anon,  and  whan  00  that  yow 

leste. 
So  go  we  slepe,  I  trowe  it  be  the  beste.' 

97.  Ther  nis  no  more,  bat  her»«fter  sone, 
The  voydd  dronke,  and   travers   drawe 

anon, 
Gan  every  wight,  that  hadde  nought  to 

done  675 

More  in  that  place,  oat  of  the  chaomber 

gon. 
And  ever-mo  so  stemelioh  it  ron, 
And  blew  ther-with  so  wonderliche  loade. 
That  wel  neigh  no  man  heren  other  oonde. 

98.  Tho  Pandaras,  hireem,  right  as  him 
oaghte,  680 

With  women  swiche  as  were  hir  most 

aboate, 
Fal    glad    on-to    hir    beddes   syde   hir 

broaghte, 
And  took  his  leve,  and  gan  ftil  lowe  loate, 
And  seyde,  *  here  at  this  doset-dore  with- 

oate, 
Bight  over-thwart,  yoar  wommen  liggen 

alle,  685 

That,  whom  yow  liste  of  hem,  ye  may 

here  calle.' 

99.  So  whan  that  she  was  in  the  oloeet 
leyd. 

And  alle  hir   wommen  forth  by  orde- 

naanoe 
A-bedde  weren,  ther  as  I  have  seyd. 
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There  was  no  more  to  skippen  nor  to 
tratmce,  690 

Bat  boden  go  to  bedde,  with  miMhaimoe, 
If  any  wight  was  steringe  any-where, 
And  late  hem  slepe  that  a-bedde  were. 

IOOl  Bat  Pandaros,  that  wel  coade  eohe 

a  del 
The  olde  daonoe,  and  eveiy  poynt  ther-* 

inne,  695 

Whan  that  he  sey  that  alle  thing  was  wel, 
He  thonghte  he  wolde  np-on  his  werk 

biginne, 
And  gan  the  stewe-dore  al  softe  nn-pinne, 
And  fltille  as  stoon,  with-oaten  lenger 

lette, 
By  Troilnsa-donnrighthehimBette.  700 

101.  And,  shortly  to  the  poynt  right  for 

togon. 
Of  al  this  werk  he  tolde  him  word  and 

ende. 
And s^yde,  'make  thee  redy  right  anon, 
For  thoa  shalt  in-to  hevene  blinse  wende.* 
*Xow   hUsftil   Venns,    thoa    me    gxaoe 

sende,'  705 

Qood  Troilns,  *  for  never  yet  no  nede 
Hadde  I  er  now,  ne  halvendel  the  diede.' 

109L  QaodFtendaras,*nedv0de  thee  never 

a  del. 
For  it  ahal  been  right  as  thon  wilt  desyre ; 
So  thryve  I,  this  night  shal  I  nufcke  it 

wel,  7»o 

Or  casten  al  the  grawel  in  the  fyre.' 
*  Yit  bUsfol  Yenos,  this  night  thoa  me 

enspyre,' 
Qood  Troilos,  *as  wis  as  I  thee  serve, 
And  ever  bet  and  bet  shal,  til  I  sterva 

108.  And  if  I  hadde,   O  Yenos   fnl   of 

mirthe,  715 

Aspectes  badde  of  Mars  or  of  Satame, 
Or  thoa  oombost  or  let  were  in  my  birthe, 
Thy  fiuler  pray  al  thiike  harm  distome 
Of  grace,  and  that  I  glad  ayein  may 

tame, 
For  love  of  him.  thoa  lovedest  in  the 

shawe,  720 

I  mene  Adoon,  that  with  the  boor  was 

slawe. 


104.  O  Jove  eek,  for  the  love  of  Mxe 

Borope, 
The  whiche  in  forme  of  bole  away  thoa 

fette; 
Now  help,  O  Mars,  thoa  with  thy  blody 

cope, 
For  love  of  Cipris,  thoa  me  nought  ne 

lette ;  7^5 

0  Phebus,  thenk  whan  Dane  hir-selven 

shette 
Under  the  bark,  and  laarer  wex  for  drede, 
Yet  for  hir  love,  O  help  now  at  this  nede ! 

106.  Mercorie,  for  the  love  of  Hiersft  eke, 
For   which    Pallas  was  with   Aglaaros 
wrooth,  730 

Now  help,  and  eek  Diane,  I  thee  biseke, 
That  this  viage  be  not  to  thee  looth. 
O  fatal  sastren,  which,  er  any  dooth* 
Me  8hai>en  was,  my  destenft  me  sponne. 
So  helpeth  to  this  werk  that  is  bi-gonne !' 

106.  Qaod    Pandaros,    'thoa   wreoched 
mooses  herte,  736 

Art  thou  agast  so  that  she  wol  thee  liyte  ? 
"Why,  don  this  ftirred  cloke  op-on  thy 

shert<^, 
And  folowe  me,  for  I  wol  ban  the  wyte ; 
Bot  byd,  and  lat  me  go  bifore  a  lyte.'   740 
And  with  that  word  he  gan   on-do  a 

trappe. 
And  TroHns  he  brooghte  in  by  the  lappe. 

107.  The  steme  wind  so  loode  gan  to 
route 

That  no  wight  other  noyse  mighte  here  ; 
And  they  that  layen  at  the  dore  with- 
oote,  745 

Ful  sikerly  they  Blepten  fikUe  y-fere  ; 
And  Pandaros,  with  a  fol  sobre  chere,. 
Gk>th  to  the  dore  anon  with-onten  lette, 
Ther-as  they  laye,  and  softely  it  ahJBtte. 

108.  And  as  he  com  ayeinward  prively. 
His  nece  awook,  and  asked  *who  goth 

there  ? '  751 

*  My  dere  neoe,'  qood  he,  '  it  am  I ; 
Ne  wondreth  not,  ne  have  of  it  no  fere ; ' 
And  ner  he  com,  and  seyde  hir  in  hir  ere, 
'  No  word,  for  love  of  god  I  yow  biaeche ; 
Lat  no  wight  ryse  and   heren  of  oor 

speohe.'  756 
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109.  'What!  which  wesy  be  ye  oomexif 
henediciUf ' 

Quod  she,  '  and  how  Uma  tmwist  of  hem 

alle?' 
^  Here  at  this  aecree  trappe-dore,*  qnod  he. 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,  'lat  me  som  wight 

calle/  760 

'  £y !  god  forbede  that  it  sholde  fiUle,' 
Quod    Pandaras,    'that    ye    swioh    toly 

WTOughte ! 
They  mighte  deme  thing  they  never  er 

thoaghte ! 

110.  ll  is  nought  good  a  sleping  hound  to 
wake, 

Ke  yeve  a  wight  a  cause  to  devyne ;  765 
Your  wommon  slepen  alle,  I  nnder-take, 
So  that,  for  hem,  the  hons  men  mighte 

inyne ; 
And  slepen  wolen  til  the  sonne  shyne. 
And  whan  my  tale  al  faronght  is  to  an 

ende, 
Unwist,  right  as  I  coul,  so  wol  I  wende. 

1 11.  Now  nece  myn,  ye  shnl  wel  nnder- 
stonde,'  771 

Qnod  he,  '  so  as  ye  wommen  demon  alle, 
That  for  to  holde  in  love  a  man  in  honde, 
And  him  hir  "leef"  and  "dere  herte" 

calle. 
And  maken  him  an  howve  above  a  calle, 
I  mene,  as  love  an  other  in  this  whyle,  776 
She  doth  hir«elf  a  shame,  and  him  a  gyle. 

1 12.  Kow  wherby  that  I  telle  yow  al  this  ? 
Ye  woot  your-self,  as  wel  as  any  wight, 
How  that  your  love  al  folly  grannted  is 
To  Troilus,  the  worthies^  knight,        781 
Oon  of  this  world,  and  ther-to  tronthe 

plyght, 
That,  bat  it  were  on  him  along,  ye  nolde 
Him  never  falsen,  whyl  ye  liven  sholde. 

118.  Now  stant  it  thtts,  that  sith  I  fro 
yow  wente,  785 

This  Troilns,  right  platly  for  to  seyn, 
Is  thnrgh  a  goter,  by  a  priy6  wente, 
In-to  my  ohanmbre  oome  in  al  this  reyn, 
Unwist  of  eveiy  maaer  wight,  oerteyn, 
.  Save  of  my-eelf,  as  wisly  have  I  joye,    790 
And  by  that  feith  I  shal  Piyam  of  Ttoye  ! 


114.  And  he  is  oome  in  swioh  peyne  and 
distresse 

That,  but  he  be  al  fiilly  wood  by  this. 
He  sodeynly  mot  fallo  in-to  wodnesse, 
Bntp-if  god  helpe ;  and  caose  why  this  is. 
He  seyth  him  told  is,  of  a  freend  of  his, 
How  that  ye  sholde  love  oon  that  hatte 

Horaste,  797 

^or  sorwe  of  which  this  night  shalt  been 

his  lasts.' 

115.  Criseyde,  which  that  al  this  wonder 
herde, 

Qan  Bodejmly  abonte  hir  herte  oolde,    8o» 
And  with  a  syk  she  sorwfhily  answerde, 
'  Alias !  I  wende,  who-so  tales  tolde, 
My  dere  herte  wolde  me  not  holde 
So  lightly  faJs  !  alias !  oonceytes  wronge. 
What  harm  they  doon,  for  now  live  I  to 
longe !  805 

116.  Horaste  !  alias !  and  falsen  Troilus  ? 
I  knowe  him  not,  god  helpe  me  so,'  qnod 

she; 
*  Alias !    what  wikked  spirit  tolde  him 

thos? 
Now  oertes,  eem,  to-morwe,  and  I  him  see, 
I  shal  ther-of  as  faX  ezoosen  me  8to 

As  ever  dide  womman,  if  him  lyke' : 
And  with  that  word  she  gan  ftil  sore  syke. 

117.  *0  god!'  qnod  she,  *  so  worldly  seli- 
nesse, 

Which  derkes  caUen  fals  felioitee, 
Y-medled  is  with  many  a  bittemesse !  815 
Fal  angoisshoiis  than  is,  god  woot,'  qnod 

she, 
'  Condioioim  of  veyn  prosperitee ; 
For  either  joyes  oomen  nought  y-fere, 
Or  elles  no  wight  hath  hem  aJwey  here. 

118.  O  brotel  wele  of  mannes  joye  un- 
stable !  8su 

With  what  wight  so  Uiou  be,  or  how  thou 

pleye, 
Either  he  woot  that  thou,  joye,  art  mn- 

able, 
Or  woot  it  not,  it  moot  ben  oAi  of  twejie ; 
Now  if  he  woot  it  not,  how  may  he  aey© 
That  he  hath  verray  j<^o  and  selinesse.  ^.25 
That  is  of  ignoraunoe  ay  in  deiknesse  ? 
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119.     Now  if  he  woot  that  joye  is  traxud- 

torie. 
As  every  joye  of  worldly  thing  mot  flee, 
Than  every  tyme  he  that  hath  in  me- 

morie. 
The  drede  of  lesing  maketh  him  that  he 
"itBy  in  no  parfit  selinesse  he.  831 

And  if  te  leee  his  joye  he  set  a  myte, 
Than  semeth  it  that  joye  is  -worth  ftd 

lyte. 

190.  Wherfore    I  wol   defE^ne   in    this 

matere, 
That  trewely,  for  onght  I  can  espye,      835 
Ther  is  no  vBTray  wele  in  this  world  here. 
Bat  O,  thon  wikked  serpent  Jalonsye, 
Thou  misheleved  and  envions  folye, 
Why  hastow  Troilos  me  mad  nntriste, 
That  never  yet  agilte  him,  that  I  wiste  ? ' 

121.  Quod  Fandams,  ^thns  fallen  is  this 
cas.'  •  841 

*  Why,  nnde  myn,*  qnod  shej  *  who  tolde 

him  this? 
Why  doth  my  dere  herte  thns,  alias  ?' 

*  Ye  woot,ye  nece  mjm,*  qnodhe,  *  what  is ; 
I  hope  al  shal  he  wel  that  is  amis.  845 
For  ye  may  qnenche  al  this,  if  that  yow 

leste, 
And  doth  right  so,  for  I  holde  it  the 
heste.' 

ISS.  *  So  shal  I  do  to-morwe,  y-wis,'  qnod 

•he, 
'And  god  to-fom,  so  that  it  shal  sofiyse.' 

*  To-morwe  ?  alias,  that  were  a  fayr,*  qnod 

he,  850 

*Kay,  nay,  it  may  not  stonden  in  this 


For,  neoe  myn,  thns  wryten  derkes  wyse, 
That  peril  is  with  drecching  in  y-drawe  ; 
Nay,  swich  abodes  been  nonght  worth  an 
hawe. 

128.  Neoe,  al  thing  hath  ^yme,  I   dar 
avowe ;  855 

For  whan  a  ehanmber  arfyr  is,  or  an  halle, 
Wel  more  nede  is,  it  sodeynly  resoowe 
Than  to  di^mte,  and  aze  amonges  alle 
How  is  this  eandel  in  the  straw  y-falle  ? 
A!  henedidU!  for  al  among  that  fare  860 
The  haxm  is  doon,  and  far»>welfeldefare ! 


124.  And,  neoe  myn,  ne  take  it  not  a- 

greef. 
If  that  ye  snffire  him  al  night  in  this  wo, 
Gk>d  help  me  so,  ye  hadde  him  never  leef, 
That  dar  I  seyn,  now  there  is  but  we 

two ;  86s 

But  wel  I  woot,  that  ye  wol  not  do  so ; 
Ye  been  to  wys  to  do  so  gret  folye, 
To  patte  his  lyf  al  night  in  jnpartya' 

J125.  *  Hadde  I  him  never  leef?    By  god, 

I  wene 
Ye  hadde  never  thing  so  leef,*  qnod  she. 
'  Now  by  my  thrift,'  quod  ho,  •  that  shal 

be  sene ;  871 

For,  sin  ye  make  this  ensample  of  me, 
If  I  al  night  wolde  him  in  sorwe  see 
For  al  the  tresonr  in  the  toun  of  Troye, 
I  bidde  god,  I  never  mote  have  joye  !      875 

196.  Now  loke  thanne,  if  ye,  that  been 

his  love, 
Shnl  pntte  al  night  his  lyf  in  jnpairtye 
For  thing  of  nonght !    Now,  by  that  god 

above. 
Nought  only  this  delay  eomth  of  folye. 
But  of  malyoe,  if  that  I  shal  nought  lye. 
What,  platly,  and  ye  suAre  him  in  dis- 

tresse,  88f 

Ye  neither  bountee  doon  ne  gentilesse ! ' 

127.  Quod  tho  Criseyde,  *wole  ye  doon 
o  thing, 

And  ye  therwith  shal  stinte  al  his  disese ; 
Have  here,  and  bereth  him  this  blewe 

ring,  885 

For  ther  is  northing  mighte  him  bettze 

plese, 
fiave  I  my-self,  ne  more  his  herte  apese ; 
And  sey  my  dere  herte,  that  his  sorwe 
Is  causeles,  that  shal  be  seen  to-morwe.' 

128.  *  A  ring  ? '  quod  he,  *  ye,  hasel-wodes 
shaken!  890 

Ye,  nece  m3m,  that  ring  moste  han  a  stoon 
That  mighte  dede  men  alyve  maken  ; 
And  swich  a  ring,  trowe  I  that  ye  have 

noon. 
Discrecioun  out  of  your  heed  is  goon  ; 
That  fele  I  now,'  quod  he,  *  and  that  is 

routhe ;  895 

O   tyme    y-lost,    wel     maystow    oursen 

slouthe ! 
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129.  Wot  ye  not  wel  that  noble  and  heigh 
corage 

Ne  sorweth  not,  ne  stinteth  eek  for  lyte? 
But  if  a  fool  were  in  a  jalous  rage, 
I  nolde  aetten  at  hia  sorwe  a  myte,      900 
But  feffe  him  with  a  fewe  wordes  whyte 
Another  day,  whan  that  I  mighte  him 

finde: 
But  this  thing  stont  al  m  another  kinda. 

130.  This  is  so  gentil  and  so  tendre  of 
herte, 

That  with  his  deeth  he  wol  his  sorwes 
wreke ;  905 

For  trasteth  wel,  how  sore  that  him 
smerte, 

He  wol  to  yow  no  jalouse  wordes  speke. 

And  for- thy,  nece,  er  that  his  herte  broke, 

So  spek  yoTir-self  to  him  of  this  matere ; 

For  with  o  word  ye  may  his  herte  stereo 

131.  Now  have  I  told  what  peril  he  is 
inne,  91 1 

And  his  coming  nnwist  is  t'  every  wight ; 
Ne,  pardee,  hann  may  ther  be  noon  ne 

sinne; 
I  wol  my-self  be  with  yow  al  this  night. 
Te  knowe  eek  how  it  is  yoor  owne  knight, 
And  that,  by  ri^t,  ye  moste  upon  him 

triste,  916 

And  I  al  prest  to  feoohe  him  whan  yow 

liste.* 

182.  This  accident  so  pitons  was  to  here. 
And  eek  so  lyk  a  aooth,  at  pryme  fikoe, 
And  Troilus  hir  knight  to  hir  so  dere,  920 
His  privd  coming,  and  the  siker  place. 
That,  though    that    she    dide    him   as 

thanne  a  graoe, 
Considered  alle  thinges  as  they  stode, 
No  wonder  is,  sin  she  dide  al  for  gode. 

133.  Ciysejde  answerde,  '  as  wisly  god  at 
reste  925 

My  sowle  bringe,  as  me  is  for  him  wo ! 

And  eem,  y-wis,  fayn  wolde  I  doon  tho 
beate, 

If  that  I  hadde  grace  to  do  so. 

But  whether  that  ye  dwelle  or  for  him  go, 

I  am,  til  god  me  bettre  minde  sende,  930 

At  dulcamon,  right  at  my  wittes  ende.* 


184.  Quod  Pandarns,  *ye,  neoe,  wol  ye 

here? 
Dulcamon     called     is     "fleminge     of 

wreoches'^; 
It  semeth  hard,  for  wrecches  wol  not  lero 
For    verray   slouthe    or    othere    wilful 

tecches ;  9.V? 

This  seyd  by  hem  that  be  not  worth  two 

fecches. 
But  ye  ben  wys,  and  that  we  han  on 

honde 
Nia  neither  hard,  ne  akilAil  to  withatonde.' 

186.  *  Thanne,  eem/  quod  she,  *  doth  her- 

of  as  yow  list ; 
But  er  he  come  I  wil  up  first  aryse ;    940 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  al  my  trist 
Is  on  yow  two,  and  yo  ben  bothe  wyse, 
80  wircheth  now  in  so  discreet  a  wyse. 
That  I  honour  may  have,  and  he  ples- 


For  I  am  here  ai  in  your  govemaunceL* 

136.  *That  is  wel  seyd,'  quod  he,  'my 

nece  dere,  946 

Ther  good  thrif1>  on  that  wyae   gentil 

herte! 
But  liggeth  stille,  and-  taketh  him  right 

here, 
It  nedeth  not  no  ferther  for  him  sterte ; 
And  ech  of  yow  ese  otheres  sorwes  smert«. 
For  love   of  god ;    and,  Venus,  I  thee 

herie ;  951 

For  sone  hope  I  we  ahuUe  ben  alle  merie/ 

187.  This  Troilus  ful  sone  on  knees  him 

sette 
Ful  sobrely,  right  by  hir  beddes  heed. 
And  in  his  beste  wyse  his  lady  grette :  qf;s 
But  lord,  so  she  wez  sodeynliche  reed ! 
Ne,  though  men  sholden  smyten  of  hir 

heed, 
She  ooude  nought  a  word  alright  oat- 

bringe 
So  aodeynly^  for  his  sodeyn  oominge. 

138.  But  Pandarus,  that  so  wel  ooude  fele 
In  every  thing,  t«  pleye  anoon  bigan,  961 
And  seyde,  '  neoe,  see  how  tkis  lord  can 

knele! 
Now,  for  your  trouthe,  seeth  this  gentil 

Tniyn  I' 
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And  with  that  word  he  for  a  qturahen 

wn, 
And  seyde,  *  kneleth  now,  whyl  that  yow 

leste,  9^ 

Ther  god  your  hertea  brings  son*   at 

reeter 

189.  Can  I  not  soyn,  for  she  had  him  not 

ryse, 
If  Borwe  it  pntte  out  of  hir  rememhrannoe, 
Or  elles  if  ehe  to^e  it  in  the  wyae 
Of  dnAtee,  ae  for  hia  ohservatmce ;        970 
Bat   wel   finde   I  she  dide   him    this 

plesannoe, 
That  she  him  kiste,  al-thoogh  she  jqrlced 

And  badhim  sitteadonnwith-onten  more. 

140.  Qaod  Pandams,  'now  wol  ye  wel 
higinne; 

Now  doth  him  sitte,  gode  uece  deve,  975 
Upon  yoor  heddes  B;yde  al  there  with- 

inne, 
That  ech  of  yow  the  hot  may  other  here.* 
And  with  that  word  he  drow  him  to  the 

fore. 
And  took  a  light,  and  fond  his  oonten- 

aanee 
As  for  to  loke  np-on  an  old  romatmoe.  980 

141.  Criseyde,  that  was  Troilns  lady  right) 
And  <Uaer  stood  on  a  gronnd  of  eikemesse, 
Al  thonghte  she,  Mr  serrannt  and  hir 

knight 
Ne  fiholde  of  right  non  nntronthe  in  hir 

gesse,  98* 

Yet  nathelees,  oonndered  his  distresse, 
And  that  love  is  in  cause  of  swich  folye, 
Thus  to  him  spak  she  of  his  jelocuye : 

142.  *  Lo,  herte  myn,  as  wolde  the  excel- 
lence 

Of  love,  ayeins  the  which  that  no  man  • 

may, 
Ne  ooghte  eek  goodly  maken  resistence  ; 
And  eek  l^canse  I  felte  wel  and  say   991 
Your  gretaironthe,  and  servyse  every  day  ; 
And  that  ^mr  herte  al  myn  was,  sooth  to 

seyne, 
This  droof  me  for  to  rewe  up-on  your 

p^yne. 


148.  And  your  goodnesse  have  I  fonnde 

alwey  yit,  995 

Of  whiche,  my  dere  herte  and  al  my 

knight, 
I  thonke  it  yow,  as  fer  as  I  have  wit, 
Al  can  I  nought  as  muohe  as  it  were  right ; 
And  I,  emforth  my  conninge  and  my 

might, 
Have  and  ay  shal,  how  sore  that  me 

smerte,  1000 

Ben  to  yow  trewe  and  hool,  with  al  myn 

herte; 

144.  And  dredelees,  that  shal  be  founde 
at  preve. — 

But,  herte  myn,  what  al  this  is  to  seyne 
Shal  wel  be  told,  so  that  ye  noght  yow 

greve, 
lliough  I  to  yow  right  on  your^self  com- 

pleyneu  1005 

For  ther-with  mene  I  fynally  the  peyne, 
That  halt  your  herte  and  myn  in  hevi- 

nesse, 
Fully  to  sleen,  and  every  wrong  redresse. 

145.  My  goode,  myn,  not  I  f(u>why  ne 
how 

That  Jalonaye,  alias !  thatwikkedwivere, 
Thus  causelees  is  cropen  in-to  yow  ;  loi  i 
The  harm  of  which  I  wolde  &yn  delivere ! 
Alias  I  that  he,  al  hool,  or  of  him  slivere, 
Shnld  have  his  refht  in  so  digne  a  place, 
Ther  Jove  him  sone  out  of  your  herte 
arace !  1015 

146.  But  O,  thou  Jove,  O  auctor  of  nature, 
Is  this  an  honour  to  thy  deitee, 

That  folk  ung^tif  snifren  here  injure, 
And  who  that  giltif  is,  al  quit  goth  he  ? 
O  were  it  leful  for  to  pleyne  on  thee,  loao 
That  undeserved  sufirest  jalousye, 
And  that  I  wolde  up-on  thee  pleyne  and 
oiye! 

147.  Eek  al  my  wo  is  this,  that  folk  now 


To  seyn   right   thus,  "ye,  Jalousye   is 
Love ! "  1024 

And  wolde  a  busshel  venim  al  excusen. 
For  that  o  greyn  of  love  is  on  it  shove ! 
But  that  wot  heighe  god  that  sit  above, 
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If  it  be  lyker  love,  or  hate,  or  grame  ; 
And  after  that,  it  onghte  bere  his  name. 

14S.  Bat  certeyn  is,  som  manor  jalonsye 
Is  exoosable  more  than  som,  y-wis.     103 1 
As  whan  oause  is,  and  som  swich  fantasye 
With  pietee  so  wel  repressed  is, 
That  it  onnethe  dooth  or  seyth  amis, 
Bat  goodly  drinketh  np  al  his  distresse ; 
And  that  excase  I,  for  the  gentilesse.  1036 

119.  And  som  so  fhl  of  ftirie  is  and  despyt. 
That  it  soormoonteth  his  repressionn  ; 
Bat  herte  myn,  ye  be  not  in  that  plyt, 
That  thanke    I    god,    for  whiche  your 
passioon  1C40 

I  wol  not  calle  it  but  lllosioan, 
Of  habandaunoe  of  love  and  bisy  onre, 
That  dooth  year  herte  this  disese  endare. 

150.  Of  which  I  am  right  sory,  bat  not 
wrooth ;  1044 

Bat,  for  my  devoir  and  yoor  hertes  reste, 
Wher-so  yow  list,  by  ordal  or  by  ooth. 
By  sort,  or  in  what  wyse  so  yow  leste, 
For  love  of  god,  lat  prove  it  for  the  beste  1 
And  if  that  I  be  giltif,  do  me  deye,     1049 
Alias !  what  mighte  I  more  doon  or  sey e  ? ' 

161.  With  that  a  fewe  brighte  teres  newe 
Oat  of  hir  eyen  fille,  and  thos  she  seyde,  . 
'  Now  god,  thoa  west,  in  thoaght  ne  dede 

antrewe 
To  Troilos  was  never  yet  Griseyde.' 
With  that  hir  heed  doan  in  the  bed  she 

leyde,  1055 

And  with  the  shete  it  wreigh,  and  syghed 

sore. 
And  held  hir  pees ;  not  o  word  spak  she 

more. 

152.  Bat  now  help  god  to  qaenohen  al 

this  sorwe. 
So  hope  I  that  he  shal,  for  he  best  may,* 
For  I  have  seyn,  of  a  Ail  misty  morwe  1060 
Folwen  fol  ofte  a  mery  aomeres  day; 
And  after  winter  folweth  grene  May. 
Men  seen  alday,  and  reden  eek  in  stories. 
That  after  sharpe  shoares  been  victories. 

158.  This  Troilas,  whan  he  hir  wordes 
herde,  1065 

Have  ye  no  care,  him  liste  not  to  slope ; 


For  it  thooghte  him  no  strokes  of  a  yerde 
To  here  or  seen  Criseyde  his  lady  wepe ; 
Bat  wel  he  felte  aboate  his  herte  orepe, 
Fbr  every  teer  whioh  that  Criseyde  a- 

sterte,  1070 

The  orampe  of  deeth,  to  streyne  him  by 

the  herte. 

154.  And  in  his  minde  he  gan  the  tyme 

aonrse 
That  he  cam  there,  and  that  he  was  bom; 
For  now  is  wikke  y-tomed  in-to  worse, 
And  al  that  laboar  he  hath  doon  bifom, 
He  wende  it  lost,  he  thooghte  he  nas  bat 

lorn.  1076 

*0  Pandaras,'  thooghte  he,  *  alias!    thy 

wyle 
Serveth    of  nought,    so    weylawey    the 

whyler 

156.  And  therwithal  he  heng  a^oan  the 
heed, 

And  fil  on  knees,  and  sorwfolly  he  sighte ; 
What  mighte  he  seyn?  he  felte  he  nas 

but  deed,  1081 

For  wrooth  was  she  that  shalde  his  sorwes 

lighte. 
Bat  nathelees,    whan   that   he   speken 

mighte, 
Than  seyde  he  thus,  *  god  woot,  that  of 

this  game, 
Whan  al  is  wist,  than  am  I  not  to  blame !' 

166.  Ther-with  tiie  sorwe  so  his  herte 
shette,  1086 

That  from  his  eyen  fil  ther  not  a  tore, 
And  every  spirit  his  vigour  in-knette, 
So  they  astoned  and  oppressed  were. 
The  feUng  of  his  sorwe,  or  of  his  fere,  1090 
Or  of  ought  elles,  fled  was  out  of  towne ; 
And  doon  he  fel  al  sodeynly  a«wowne. 

157.  This  was  no  litel  sorwe  for  to  see : 
But  al  was  hnst,  and  Pandare  up  as  fitste, 

*  O  neoe,  pees,  or  we  be  lost,'  quod  he,  1095 

*  Beth  nought  agast ;'  but  oerteyn,  at  the 

laste,  ^ 

For  this  or  that,  he  in-to  beddJmim  caste, 
And  seyde,  *0  theef,  is  this  a  mannes 

herte?' 
And  of  he  rente  al  to  his  bare  sherte ; 
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lo8w  And  seyde,  *neoa,  but  ye  helpe  txb 
now,  iicw 

Alias,  yonr  owne  Troilns  is  lorn !' 

*  Y-wis,  00  wdde  I,  and  I  wiste  how, 
Fol  fiiyn/  qnod  the ;  *  alias !  that  I  was 

bom!' 

*  Ye,  nece,  wol  ye  pnllen  ont  the  thorn 
That  stiketh  in  his  herte?'  qnod  Pandare ; 
*8ey  ^'al  foryeve,"  and  stint  is  al  this 

iaxeV  1106 

159.  'Ye,  that  to  me/  qnod  she,  'fnl 
lever  were 

Than  al  the  good  the  sonne  abonte  gooth ' ; 
And  therwith-al  she  swo<n'  hizn  in  his  ere, 
*Y-wis,  my  dere   herte,  I  am   nought 

WTOoth,  mo 

Have  here  my  tronthe  and  many  another 

ooth; 
Now  speek  to  me,  for  it  am  I,  Criseyde !' 
But  al  for  nought ;  yet  mighte  he  not 

a-breyde. 

160.  Therwith  his  pons  and  pawmes  of 
his  hondes 

Th^  gan  to  frote,  and  wete  his  temples 
twejme,  11 15 

And,  to  deliveren  him  from  bittre  bondes, 
*  She  ofte  him  kiste ;  and,  shortly  for  to 
seyne, 

Him  to  revoken  she  dide  al  hir  peyne. 

And  at  the  laste,  he  gan  his  breeth  to 
drawe, 

And  of  his  swough  sone  aiter  that  adawe, 

161.  And  gan  bet  minde  and  reson  to  him 
take,  1I3I 

But  wonder  sore  he  was  abayst,  y-wis. 
And  with  a  ayk,  whan  he  gan  bet  a-wake, 
He  seyde,  *  O  mercy,  god,  what  tiling  is 
this?' 

*  Why  do  yB  with  your>selven  thus  amis? ' 
Quod  tho  Cris^de,  'is  this  a  mannes 

game?  1126 

What,  Troilus!  wol  ye  do  thus,  for 
shame?' 

leSL  And^herwith-al  hir  arm  over  him 

she  Upde, 
And  al  foiyaf,  and  ofte  tyme  him  keste. 
He  thonked  hir,  and  to  hir  spak,  and 

s^de  1 130 


As  fil  to  puipos  for  his  herte  reste. 

And  she  to  that  answerde  him  as  hir 

leste; 
And  with  hir  goodly  wordes  him  disporte 
She  gan,  and  ofte  bis  sorwes  to  oomforte. 

168.  Quod  Pandarus,  *  for  ought  I  con 
espyen,  1135 

This  light  nor  I  ne  serven  here  of  nought ; 

Light  is  not  good  for  syke  folkes  y6n. 

But  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  ye  be  brought 

In  thus  good  plyt,  lat  now  non  hevy 
thought 

Ben  hanginge  in  the  hertes  of  yew 
tweye:'  1140 

And  bar  the  candel  to  the  chimeneye. 

164.  Sone  after  this,  though  it  no  nede 

were, 
Whan  she  swich  othes  as  hir  list  devyse 
Hadde  of  him  take,  hir  thoughte  tho  no 

fere, 
Ne  cause  eek  non,  to  bidde  him  thennes 

ryse.  1145 

Yet  lesse  thing  than  othes  may  suffyse 
In  many  a  cas ;  for  eveiy  wight,  I  gesse, 
That  loveth  wel  meneth  but  gentilesse. 

166.  But  in  effect  she  wolde  wite  anoon 
Of  what  man,  and  eek  where,  and  also 
why  1150 

He  jelons  was,  sin  ther  was  cause  noon  ; 
And  eek  the  signe,  that  he  took  it  by. 
She  bad  him  that  to  telle  hir  bisily. 
Or  elles,  certeyn,  she  bar  him  on  honde. 
That  this  was  doon  of  malls,  hir  to  fonde. 

166.  With-outen  more,  shortly  for  to 
seyne,  11 56 

He  moste  obeye  un«to  his  lady  heete ; 
And  for  the  lasse  harm,  he  moste  feyne. 
He  seyde  hir,  whan  she  was  at  swiche 

afeste 
She  mighte  on  him  han  loked  at  the 

leste;  1160 

Not  I  not  what,  al  dere  y-nough  a  risshe, 
As  he  that  nodes  moste  a  cause  flsshe. 

167.  And  she  answerde,  'swete,  al  were 
itso^ 

What  harm  was  that,  sin  I  non  yvel 
mene? 
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For,  by  that  god  that  bonghte  us  bofehe 
two,  1165 

In  alle  thinge  is  myn  entente  dene. 

Swich  argomentfl  ne  been  not  vrorth  a 
bene; 

Wol  ye  the  ohlldiflh  jalons  oontrefete? 

Now  were  it  worthy  that  ye  were  y-bete.* 

168.  Tho  Troilns  gan  gorwftilly  to  syke, 
Lest  she  be  wrooth,  him  thonghte  his 

herte  deyde ;  11 71 

And  seyde, '  alias  !  upon  my  sorwes  syke 
Have  mercy,  swete  herte  myn,  Criseyde ! 
And  if  that,  in  tho  wordes  that  I  seyde, 
Be  any  wrong,  I  wol  no  more  trespaoe ; 
Do  what  yow  list,  I  am  al  in  yoor  grace.' 

169.  And  she  answerde,  *  of  gilt  miseri- 
corde! 

That  is  to  seyn,  that  I  foiyeve  al  this ; 
And  ever-more  on  this  night  yow  recorde. 
And  beth  wel  war  ye  do  no  more  amis.'i  180 
'  Nay,  dero  herte  myn,*  quod  he,  *  y-wis.' 
*And  now/  quod  she,  Hhat  I  have  do 

yow  smerte, 
Foryeve  it  me,  myn  owene  swete  herte.* 

170.  This  Troilns,  with  blisse  of  that  sap- 
prysed,  1184 

Pat  al  in  goddes  bond,  as  he  that  mente 
Xo-thing  bat  wel ;  and,  sodeynly  avysed, 
He  hir  in  armes  faate  to  him  hente. 
And  Pandams,  with  a  fol  good  entente, 
Leyde  him  to  slepe,  and  seyde,  ^if  ye  ben 


Swowneth  not  now,  lest  more  folk  aryse.* 

171.  What  mighte  or  may  the  sely  larke 
seye,  1191 

Whan  that  the  sparhaok  hath  it  in  his 

foot? 
I  can  no  more,  but  of  thise  ilke  tweye, 
To  whom  this  tale  snore  be  or  soot, 
Thoagh  that  I  tarie  a  yeer,  som-tyme 

I  moot,  1 195 

After  myn  aaotor,  tellen  hir  gladnesse, 
As  wel  as  I  have  told  hir  hevinesse. 

172.  Criseyde,  which  that  felte  hir  thos 
y-take, 

As  writen  olerkes  in  hir  bokes  olde, 


Right  as  an  aspes  leef  she  gan  to  qoake. 
Whan  she  him  feltei  hir  in  his  armes 

folde.  120X 

Bat  Troilns,  al  hool  of  cares  colde, 
QtOL   thanken   tho   the    bliaful   goddes 

sevene; 
Thus   sondzy    peynes   bringen   folk    to 

hevene. 

178.    This   Troilns    in    armes    gan   hir 

streyne,  iap5 

And  B^yde,  *0  swete^  as  ever  mote  I  goon. 

Now  be  ye  caoght,  now  is  ther  but  we 

tweyne ; 
Now  yeldeth  yow,  for  other  boot  ia  noon.' 
To  that  Criseyde  answerde  thos  anoon, 
*Ne  hadde  I  er  now,  my  swete  herte 
dere,  laio 

Ben  yolde,  y-wis,  I  were  now  not  here  !* 

174.  O!  soothisBeyd,thatheledfortobe 
As  of  a  fevre  or  othere  greet  oyknesse, 
Men  moste  drinke,  as  men  may  often  see, 
Fol  bittre  drink ;  and  for  to  ban  glad- 
nesse, 1215 

Ken  drinken  often  peyne  and  greet  dis- 

tresse; 
I  mene  it  here,  as  for  this  aventnre, 
That  thoorgh  a  peyne  hath  founden  al 

his  core. 

175.  And  now  swetnesse   semeth   more 
swete, 

That  bittemesse  assayed  was  bifom ;  laju 
For  oat  of  wo  in  blisae  now  thfi^  flate. 
Non  swich  they  felten,  sith  they  were 

bom  I 
Now  is  this  bet,  than  bothe  two  be  lorn ! 
For  love   of  god,  take  every  womman 

hede 
To  werken  thas,  if  it  oomth  to  the  nedeu 

176.  Criseyde,  al  qoit  f^m  evezy  drede 
and  tene,  1236 

As  she  that  josie  caase  hadde  himto  triste. 
Made  him  swich  feste,  it  joye  was  to  sene, 
Whan  she  his  troathe  and  6Laui  entente 
wiste.  "  1329 

And  as  abonte  a  tree,  with  many  a  twiste, 
Bitrent  and  wrjrth  the  sote  wode-binde, 
Qan  eohe  of  hem  in  armes  other  winde. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


BooKlIll 


Zt^ituM  anib  Cnsepbe. 


a65 


177.  And  tm  the  newe  abajsahed  nlg^tm- 

gBle, 
That  stinteth  firgt  whan  she  biginneth 

singe, 
Whan  that  she  heieth  any  herde  tale,  1255 
Or  in  the  h^^ges  any  wight  steringe, 
And  after  siker  dooth  hir  voya  ont-ringe; 
Right  so  Criseyde,  whan  hir  drede  stente, 
Opnedhir  herte,  and  tolde  him  hir  entente. 

178u  And  right  as  he  that  seeth  his  deeth 

y-shapen,  1240 

And  deye  moot,  in  ought  that  he  may 


And  sodeynly  resooos  doth  him  escapen, 
And  from  his  deeth  is  brought  in  aiker- 


For  al  this  world,  in  swich  present  glad- 
nease  1244 

Was  TroilTis,  and  hath  his  lady  swete ; 
With  wone  hap  god  lat  ns  nerer  mete  ! 

179.  Hir  armes  smale,  hir  streyghte  baik 

andaofte, 
Hir    sydes  longe,   fleshly,  smothe,    and 

whyte 
He  gan  to  stroke,  and  good  thrift  bad  fal 

ofte 
Hir  snowish  throte,  hir  brestes  ronnde  and 

lyte ;  1250 

Thns  in  this  hevene  he  gan  him  to  delyte. 
And  ther-with-al  a  thonsand  tyme  hir 

kiste; 
That,  what  to  done,  for  joye  onnethe  he 


180.  Than  s^yde  he  thus,  *0,  Lore,  O, 
Charitee, 

Thy  moder  eek,  Citherea  the  swete,     1355 
After  thy^self  next  heried  be  she, 
Venus  mene  I,  the  wel*wil]y  planete  ; 
And  next  that,  Imenfins,  I  thee  grete ; 
For  nevwr  man  was  to  jrow  goddes  holde 
As  t,  which  ye  han  brought  fro  cares 
oolde.  1261} 

181.  Benlgne  Lore,  thou  holy  bond  of 
thingeS; 

Who-so  wol  grace,  and  list  thee  nought 

hononren, 
Lo,  his  de«3rr  wol  flee  with-oat«n  winges. 

K 


For,  noldestow  of  bonntee  hem  soconren 
That  serven  best  and  most  alwey  labooren, 
Tot  were  ai  lost,  that  dar  I  wel  seyn, 
oertes,  ia66 

Bni-if  thy  graoe  passed  owe  desertes. 

189.  And  for  thou  me,  that  ooade  leest 

deserve 
Of  hem  that  nombred  been  nn-to  th^' 

grace. 
Hast  holpen,  ther  I  lykly  was  to  sterve. 
And  me  btstowed  in  so  heygh  a  place  1271 
That  thilke  bonndes  may  no  blisse  pace, 
I  can  no  more,  bat  laade  and  reverenoe 
Be  to  thy  bonnte  and  thyn  excellence !  * 

188.  And  therwith-al  Criseyde  anoon  he 
kiste,  1375 

Of  which,  oertejrn,  she  felte  no  disese. 

And  thus  seyde  he,  *now  wolde  god  I 
wiste, 

Myn  herte  swete,  how  I  yow  mighte  plese ! 

What  man,'  quod  he,  *  was  ever  thus  at  ese 

As  I,  on  whiohe  the  feureste  and  the 
beste  laSa 

That  ever  I  say,  deyneth  hir  herte  reste. 

184.    Here  may  men  seen    that  mercy 

passeth  right ; 
The  experience  of  that  is  felt  in  me, 
That  am  unworthy  to  so  swete  a  wight. 
But  herte  myn,  of  yonr  benignitee,     1285 
So  thenketh,  though  that  I  unworthy  be, 
Yet  mot  I  nede  amenden  in  som  wyse. 
Bight  thonrgh  the  vartu  of  your  heyghe 

set'  vyso. 

186.  And  for  the  love  of  god,  my  lady 

dere. 
Sin  god  hath  wrought  me  for  I  shal  yow 

serve,  1390 

As  thns  I  mene,  that  ye  wol  be  my  stere, 
To  do  me  live,  if  that  yow  liste,  or  sterve, 
So  teoheth  me  how  that  I  may  deserve 
Tour   thank,   so    that    I,  thurgh    myn 

ignoraunce,  1394 

Ke  do  no-thing  that  yow  be  displesaunce. 

186.  For  oertes,  ftesshe  wommanliohe  wyf, 
This  dar  I  seye,  that  trouthe  and  dili-> 

gence. 
That  shal  ye  flnden  in  me  al  my  lyf, 
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Ne  Iwol  not,  oerteyn,  broken  your  de- 
fence; 
And  if  I  do,  present  or  in  aboenoe,      1300 
For  love  of  god,  lat  slee  me  with  the  dede, 
If  that  it  lyke  nn-to  jmtx  -womanhede.' 

187.  *  Y-wiB,'  quod  she, '  myn  owne  hertes 
list, 

My  ground  of  eBe,  and  al  myn  herte  dere, 
Oraunt  mercy,  for  on   that    is   al  my 

triiit;  1305 

But  late  ua  falle  awey  fro  this  matere ; 
For  it  suffyseth,  this  that  leyd  is  here. 
And  at  o  word,  with-outen  repentaunoe, ' 
Wel-oome,    my    knight,    my   pees,    my 

suffisaunce!* 

188.  Of  hir  delyt,  or  joyes  oon  the  leste 
Were  imiKWsible  to  my  wit  to  seye ;    131 1 
But  joggeth,  ye  that  han  ben  at  the  feste 
Of  swich  gladnease,  if  that  hem  listepleye ! 
I  can  no  more,  but  thus  thise  ilke  tweye 
That  night,  be-twixen  dreed  and  siker- 

nesse,  1315 

Felten  in  love  the  grete  worthinesse. 

189.  0  blisAil  night,  of   hem    so  longe 
y-songht, 

How  blithe  un-to  hem  bothe  two  thou 

were! 
Why  ne  hadde  I  swich  on  with  my  soule 

y-bought. 
Ye,  or  the  leestejoye  that  was  there?  ijao 
A-wey,  thou  foulo  daunger  and  thou  fere. 
And  lat  hem  in  this  hevene  blisse  dwelle, 
That  is  so  heygh,  that  al  ne  can  I  telle ! 

190.  But  sooth  is,  though  I  can  not  tellenal, 
As  can  myn  auctor,  of  his  excellence,  1325 
Yet  have  I  seyd,  and,  god  to-fom,  I  shal 
In  every  thing  al  hoolly  his  sentence. 
And  if  that  I,  at  loves  reverence, 

Have  any  word  in  eohed  for  the  beeto. 
Doth  therwith-al    right  as   your-selven 
leste.  1330 

191.  For  myne  wordes,  here  and  every 
part, 

I  speke  hem  alle  under  correocioun 
Of  yow,  that  feling  han  in  loves  art, 
And  putte  it  al  in  your  discrecioun 
T*  enoreee  or  maken  diminucioun        1335 


Of  my  langage,  and  that  I  yow  bi-seche ; 
But  now  to  purpos  of  my  rather  speche. 


192.  Thise  ilke  two,  that  ben  in 

laffc, 
So  looth  to  hem  a-sonder  goon  it  were. 
That  ech  from  other  wende  been  biraft, 
Or  elles,  lo,  this  was  hir  moste  fere,    1341 
That  al  this  thing  but  nyce  dremes  were ; 
For  which  ful  ofte  ech  of  hem  seyde,  *  O 

swete, 
Clippe  ich  yow  thus,  or  eUes  I  it  mete  ?* 

198.  And,  lord !  so  he  gan  goodly  on  hir 

see,  1345 

That  ne^er  his  look  ne  Ueynte  firom  hir 

face, 
And  seyde,  *  O  dere  herte,  may  it  be 
That  it  be  sooth,  thai  ye  ben  in  this 

place?* 
*  Ye,  herte  myn,  god  thank  I  «€  his  grace!* 
Quod  tho  Griseyde,  and  therwith-al  him 

kistCj  i3y> 

That  where  his  spirit  was,  for  joye  heniste. 

194.  This  TroUus  fuX  ofte  hir  eyen  two 
Gan  for  to  kisse,  and  seyde,  *0  eyen  dere. 
It  were  ye  that  wroughte  me  swich  wo, 
Ye  humble  nettes  of  my  lady  dere !     1355 
Though  ther  be  mercy  writen  in  your 

chere, 
Ood  wot,  the  text  ful  hard  is,  sooth,  to 

finde, 
Howcoude  ye  with-outen  bond  me  binde?' 

196.  Therwith  he  gan  hir  faste  in  annes 
take,  1359 

And  wel  an  hundred  tymes  gan  he  «yke. 
Nought swiche  sorwful  sykes  as  men  make 
For  wo,  or  elles  whan  that  folk  ben  ^yke. 
But  esy  qykes,  swiche  as  been  to  lyke, 
That  shewed  his  affeocioun  with-inne ; 
Of  swiche  oykes  oouda  he  nought  bilinnei 

196.  Sone  after  this  th^y  speke  of  aondry 
thinges,  1366 

As  fil  to  purpos  of  this  aventure. 
And  pleyinge  entrechaungedon  hir  ringes. 
Of  which  I  can  nought  tellen  no  scripture ; 
But  wel  I  woot  a  broche,  golcb^uid  asure. 
In  whiohe  a  ruby  set  was  lyk  an  herte,  1371 
Griseyde  him  yaf,  and  stak  it  on  his 
sherte. 
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197.  Lordttxowe7e,ao<nneitotiB,a-wTecche, 
That  blameth  love  and  holt  of  it  despyt, 
That)  of  tho  pens  that  he  can  mokre  and 
kecohe,  1375 

Waa  ever  yet  y-yeve  him  swich  delyt, 
Ab  is  in  love,  in  00  poynt,  in  som  plyt? 
Nay,  doatelees,  for  also  god  me  save, 
So  parfit  joye  may  no  nigard  have  ! 

19a  They  "wol  sey  'yis,'  bat  lord!  so 
that  they  lye,  1380 

Tho  hi^y  wreoohes,  ftil  of  ^wo  and  drede  I 

Thcfy  callen  love  a  woodnesse  orfolye, 

But  it  shal  falle  hem  as  I  shal  yow  rede ; 

They  shnl  foTgo  the  wh3rte  and  eke  the 
rede, 

And  live  in  wo,  ther  god  yeve  hem  mis- 
channce,  1385 

And  eveiy  lover  in  his  troathe  avannoe  ! 

199.  As  wolde  god,  tho  -wrecohes,  that 
dispyse 

Servyse  of  love,  hadde  eres  al-so  longe 

As  hadde  Myda,  fnl  of  coveityse  ; 

And  ther-to  dronken  hadde  as  hoot  and 

stronge  1390 

As  Crassos  dlde  for  his  affectis  wronge, 
To  techen  hem  that  they  ben  in  the  vyce, 
And  loveres  nought,  al-though  they  holde 

hem  nyce ! 

200.  Thise  ilke  two,  of  whom  that  I  yow 

»ey©i  1394 

"W^ian  that  hir  hertes  wel  assured  were, 
Tho  gonne  they  to  speken  and  to  pleye, 
And  eek  rehercen  how,  and  whanne,  and 

where, 
They  knewe  hem  first)  and  every  wo  and 

fere 
That  passed  was ;  but  al  swich  hevinesse, 
I  thanke  it  god,  was  tonmed  to  gladnesse. 

201.  And  ever-mo,  whan  that  hem  fel  to 
speke  1401 

Of  any  thing  of  swich  a  tyme  agoon, 
With  kissing  al  that  tale  sholde  broke, 
And  fallen  in  a  newe  joye  anoon, 
And  diden  al  hir  might,  sin  they  were 
oon,  1405 

For  to  recoveren  bliase  and  been  at  ese, 
And  passed  wo  with  joye  coontrepeyse. 


902.  Beson  wil  not  that  I  speke  of  sleep, 
F6r  it  accordeth  nought  to  my  matere  ; 
God  woot,  they  toke  of  that  ful  litel  keep, 
But  lest  this  night,  that  was  to  hem  so 
dere,  1411 

No  sholde  in  veyn  escape  in  no  manero, 
It  was  biset  in  joye  and  bisinesae 
Of  al  that  souneth  in-to  gentilnesse.   1414 

206.  Butwhan  the  ook,  oomune astrologer, 
Oan  on  his  brest  to  bete,  and  after  crowe. 
And  Lucifer,  the  dishes  messager, 
Qan   for  to  lyse,  and   out  hir    hemes 

throws; 
And  estward  roos,  to  him  that  ooude  it 

knowe,  1419 

Fortuna  maior,  fthan  anoon  Griseyde, 
With  herte  sore,  to  Troilns  thus  seyde : — 

204.  *  Kyn  hertes  lyf,  my  trist  and  my 

plasaunoe. 
That  I  was  bom,  alias !  what  me  is  wo, 
That  day  of  us  mot  make  desseveraunce  I 
Eor  tyme  it  is  to  xyse,  and  hennes  go,  1435 
Or  elles  I  am  lost  for  evermo  I 
O  night,  alias  1  why  niltow  over  us  hove, 
As  longe  as  whanne  Almena  lay  by  Jove  ? 

206.  O  Uake  night,  as  folk  in  bokes  rede, 
That  shapen  art  by  god  this  world  to 

hyde  1430 

At  certeyn  tymes  with  thy  derke  wede. 
That  under  that  men  mighte  in  reste 

abyde, 
Wel  oughte  besies  pleyne,  and  folk  thee 

chyde, 
That  there-as  day  with  labour  wolde  us 

breste. 
That  thou  thus  fleest,  and  deynest  us 

nought  reste !  1435 

206.  Thou  dost,  alias  !    to  shortly  thyn 

offyce, 
Thou  rakel  night,  ther  god,  makere  of 

kinde. 
Thee,  for  thyn  hast  and  thyn  unkinde 

vyce. 
So  £Bste  ay  to  our  hemi-spere  binde, 
That  never-more  under  the  ground  thou 

winde !  1440 

For  now,  for  thou  so  hyest  out  of  Troye, 
Have  I  forgon  thus  hastily  my  joye ! ' 
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907.  This  TroilnSf  that  with  tho  wordes 

felte, 
Am  thocie:hte  hiin  tho,  for  pi«toiu  distrosse, 
The  blody  teres  from  hia  herte  melte,  1445 
As  he  that  never  yet  swich  hevinesse 
Assayed  hadde,  oat  of  so  g^reet  gladnesse, 
Ghui  therwith-al  Criseyde  his  lady  dere 
In  armes   streyne,   and   seyde   in  this 

manere: — 

a06.  *  O  omel  day,  aocusonr  of  the  joye 
That  night  and  love  han  stole  and  fiiste 

y-wryen,  i45> 

A-cnrsed  be  thy  coming  in-to  Trojre, 
For  every  bore  hath  oon  of  thy  bright  ySn ! 
Env3rotis  day,  what  list  thee  so  to  spyen  ? 
What  hastow  lost,    why  sekestow  this 

phMse,  1455 

Ther  god  thy  lyght  so  qnenche,  for  his 

grace? 

200.  Alias !  what  han  thise  loveres  thee 

agilt, 
Dispttous  day?  thyn  be  the  pyne  of  helle ! 
For  many  a  lovere  hastow  shent,  and 

wilt; 
Thy  pouring  in  wol  no-wher  lete  hem 

dwelle.  1460 

What  proferestow  thy  light  here  for  to 

seUe? 
Qo  selle  it  hem  that  smale  seles  graven, 
We  wol  thee  nought,  us  nedeth  no  day 

haven.' 

210.  And  eek  the  sonne  Tytan  gan  he 
ohyde, 

And  seyde,  *0  fool,  wel  may  men  thee 
dispyse,  1465 

That  hast  the  Dawing  al  night  by  thy 
syde. 

And  BoSreBt  hir  so  sone  np  fro  thee  ryse, 

For  to  disesen  loveres  in  this  wyso. 

What  I  hold  your  bed  ther,  thou,  and  eek 
thy  Horwe ! 

I  bidde  god,  so  yeve  yow  bothe  sorwe  ! ' 

211.  Therwith  Ail  sore  he  sighte,  and 
thus  he  seyde,  1471 

*  My  lady  right,  and  of  my  wele  or  wo 
The  welle  and  rote,  O  goodly  myn,Griseyde, 
And  shal  I  zyse,  alias !  and  shal  I  go  ? 
Now  fele  I  that  myn  herte  moot  a-two !  1475 


For  how  sholde  I  my  lyf  an  houre  save. 
Sin  that  with  yow  is  al  the  lyf  I  have  ? 

212.  What  shal  I  doon,  for  eertes,  I  not 

how, 
Ne  whanne,  alias !  I  shal  the  tyme  see. 
That  in  this  plyt  I  may  be  eft  with  yow  ; 
And  of  my  lyf,  god  woot  how  that  shal 

be,  14S1 

Sin  that  desyr  right  now  so  byteth  me, 
That  I  am  deed  anoon,  but  I  retoome. 
How  sholde  I  longe,  alias  1  fro  yow  so- 

joome? 

218.    But    nathelees,    XDyn  owene   lady 
bright,  1485 

Yit  were  it  so  that  I  wiste  outrely, 
That  I,  your  humble  servaunt  and  your 

knight, 
Were  in  your  herte  set  so  fermely 
As  ye  in  myn,  the  which  thing,  trewely, 
Me  lever  were  than  thise  worldes  tweyne, 
Yet  sholde  I  bet  enduren  al  my  peyne.* 

214.  To  that  Criseyde  answerde  right 
anoon,  1492 

And  with  a  syk  she  seyde,  *■  O  herte  dere, 
The  game,  y-wis,  so  ferforth  now  is  goon. 
That  first  shal  Phebus  falle  fro  his  spere, 
And  every  egle  been  the  dowves  fere,  1496 
And  every  roche  out  of  his  place  sterte, 
£r  Troilus  out  of  Criseydes  herte ! 

215.  Ye  be  so  depe  in-with  myn  hezte 
grave, 

That,  though  I  wolde  it  tume  out  of  my 
thought,  15U0 

As  wisly  verray  god  my  soule  save, 
To  dyen  in  the  peyne,  I  coude  nought ! 
And,  for  the  love  of  god  that  us  hath 

wrought, 
Lat  in  your  brayn  non  other  itimtaflfye 
So  crepe,  that  it  cause  me  to  dye !        1505 

216.  And  that  ye  me  wolde  han  as  faate 
in  mxnde 

As  I  have  yow,  that  wolde  I  yow  bi'Seohe ; 
And,  if  I  wiste  soothly  that  to  finde, 
Qod  mighte  not  a  poynt  my  Joyes  eche  ! 
But,  herte  myn,  with-oute  more  speoho, 
Beth  to  me  trewe,  or  elles  were  it  routhe ; 
For  I  am  thyn,  by  god  and  by  my  trouthe  I 
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217.  Beth  glad  tor-ihy^  and  live  in  alker- 


Thns  aeyde  I  never  er  thiff  ne  shal  to 
mo ;  1514 

And  if  to  jow  it  were  a  gret  gladneese 
To  tnme  ayein»  soone  after  that  ye  go, 
As  &yn  wolde  I  as  ye,  it  were  ao, 
As  wisly  god  myn  herte  bringe  at  reste !' 
And  him  in  armes  took,  and  ofte  keste. 

218.  Agayns  his  wil,  sin  it  mot  nedes  be, 
This    TroLlns   up    roos,    and    faste  him 

dedde,  15' i 

And  in  his  armes  took  his  lady  free 
An  hxmdred  tyme,  and  on  his  wey  him 

spedde, 
And   with   iwioh  wordes  as   his  herte 

bledde, 
He  seyde,  *  farewel,  my  dere  herte  swete, 
Ther  god  ns  gsaunte  sonnde  and  sone  to 

mete !'  ip6 

219.  To  whioh  no  word  for  sorwe  she 
answerde. 

So  sore  gan  his  parting  hir  destreyne ; 
And  Troilns  nn-to  his  palajrs  ferde. 
As  woo  bigon  as  she  was,  sooth  to  aeyne ; 
80  hard  him  wrong  of  sharp  -de^rr  the 

poyne  153^ 

For  to  ben  eA  there  he  was  in  pletannoe, 
That  it  may  never  out  of  his  remem- 

braonoe. 

220.  JBetomed  to  his  rtal  palais,  sone  1534 
He  softe  in-to  his  bed  gan  for  to  slinke, 
To  slepe  longe,  as  he  was  wont  to  done, 
But  al  for  nought ;  he  mi^  wel  ligge  and 

winke, 
But    sleep  ne  may  ther  in    his  herte 

ainke; 
Tlienkinge  how  she,  for  whom  dosyr  him 

brende, 
A  thousand-fold  was  worth  more  than  he 

WBndeu  1540 

22L  And  in  his  thofugbt  gan  up  and  donn 

to  winde 
Hir  wosdes  alls,  and  eveiy  oontenaance. 
And  fermely  improsnon  in  his  minde 
The  leste  poynt  that  to  him  was  plesatmoe ; 
And  verzayliohe,of  thilkeremembrannce, 


Desyr  al  newe  him  brende,  and  lost  to 
brede  1546 

Gkm  more  than  erst,  and  yet  took  he  non 
hede. 

222.  Crisoyde  also,  right  in  the  same  wyse. 
Of  Troilns  gan  in  hir  herte  Bhette  1549 
His  worthinesses  his  lust,  his  dedes  wyse. 
His  gentilesse,  and  how  she  with  him 

mette, 
Thonkinge  love  he  so  wel  hir  bisette ; 
De«yring  eft  to  have  hir  herte  dere 
In  swich  a  plyt,  she  dorste  make  him 

chegre. 

228.  Pandare,  a-morwe  which  that  oomen 
was  1555 

Un-to  his  neoe,  and  gan  hir  fayre  grete, 

Seyde,  *  al  this  night  so  reyned  it,  alias ! 

That  al  my  drede  is  that  ye,  nece  swete, 

Han  litel  lasrser  had  to  slepe  and  mete  ; 

Al  night,'  qnod  he,  '  hath  reyn  so  do  me 
wake,  1560 

That  8om  of  ns,  I  trowe,  hir  hedes  ake.* 

22i.  And  ner  he  oom,  and  aejd»t  *how 

stent  it  now 
Tbis  mary  morwe,  nece,  how  can  ye  ikre  ?' 
Criseyde  answerde,  *  never  the  bet  for  yow, 
Fox  that  ye  been,  god  yeve  your  herte 

care  J  1565 

God  helpe  me  so,  ye  oatised  al  this  fare. 
Trow  I,'  qnod  she,  '  for  alle  your  wordes 

whjrte; 
O!  who-ao  seeth  yow  knolreth  yow  ftd 

lyte!' 

226.  With  that  she  gan  hir  face  for  to 

wrye 
With  the  shete,  and  wex  for  shame  al 

reed ;  1570 

And  Pandaros  gan  nnder  for  to  prye. 
And  seyde, '  nece,  if  that  I  shal  h&xi  deed, 
Have  here  a  swerd,  and  smyteth  of  myn 

heed.' 
With  that  his  arm  al  sodeynly  he  thriste 
Under  hir  nekke,  and  at  the  laste  hir 

kiste.  1575 

226.  I  passe   al   that   which    chargeth 

nought  to  seye, 
What!   God  foryaf  his  deeth,  and  she 

al-60 
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Foryaf,  and  with  hir  nnole  gan  to  plejre, 
For  other  catue  was  ther  noon  than  bo. 
Bnt  of  this  thing  right  to  the  effect  to  go, 
Whan  tyme  was,  horn  til  hir  houa  she 
wente,  1581 

And  Pandaros  hath  ftiUy  his  entente. 

227.  Now  tome  we  a^ein  to  Troilns, 
That  restelees  fid  longe  a-bedde  lay, 
And  prevely  sente  after  Pandams,      1585 
To  him  to  come  in  al  the  haste  he  may. 
He  com  anoon,  nought  ones  seyde  he 

•  nay/ 
And  Troilos  ftd  sobrely  he  gn^^ 
And  doun  upon  his  beddes   syde   him 

sette.  1589 

228.  This  Troilns,  with  al  the  affecoioxm 
Of  frendes  love  that  herte  may  devyse. 
To  Pandaros  on  kneCs  fil  adoon, 

And  er  that  he  wolde  of  the  place  aryse, 
He  gan  him  thonken  in  his  beste  wyse ; 
A  hondred  ^ythe  he  gan  the  tyme  blease, 
That  he  was  bom  to  bringe    him    fro 
distresse.  1596 

229.  He  seyde,  *  O  frend,  of  frendes  th' 
alderbeste 

That  ever  was,  the  sothe  for  to  telle, 
Thoa  hast  in  hevene  y-bronght  my  soole 

at  reste 
Fro  Flegiton,  the  fery  flood  of  helle  ,*  1600 
That,  though  I  mighte  a  thousand  tymes 

selle. 
Upon  a  day,  my  lyf  in  thy  servyse, 
Ifc  mighte  nought  a  mote  in  that  euffyse, 

280.  The  sonne,  which  that  al  the  world 
may  see, 

Saw  never  yet,  my  lyf,  that  dar  I  leye, 
So  inly  fair  and  goodly  as  is  she,         1606 
Whos  I  am  al,  and  shal,  til  that  I  deye ; 
And,  that  I  thus  am  hires,  dar  I  seye, 
That  thanked  be  the  heighe  worthinesse 
Of  love,  and  eek  thy  kinde  bisinesse.  1610 

281.  Thus  hastow  me  no  litel  thing  y-yive, 
Fo  which  to  thee  obliged  be  for  ay 

My  lyf,  and  why?  for  thorugh  thyn  help 

I  live; 
For  elles  deed  hadde  I  be  many  a  day.' 


And  with  that  word  doun  in  his  bed  he 
lay,  1615 

And  Pandams  ful  sobrely  him  herde 
Til  al  was  seyd,  and  thanne   he    him 
answerde: 

282.  *  My  dere  frend,  if  I  have  doon  for 

thee 
In  any  cas,  god  wot,  it  is  me  leef ; 
And  am  as  glad  as  man  may  of  it  be,  i6ao 
God  help  me  so ;  but  tak  now  not  a-greef 
That  I  shal  seyn,  be  war  of  this  myscheef. 
That,  there-as  thou  now  brought  art  in -to 

blisse. 
That  thou  thy-self  ne  cause  it  nought  to 

misse. 

288.  For  of  fbrtunes  sharp  adversitee  1625 
The  worst  kinde  of  infortune  is  this, 
A  man  to  have  ben  in  prosperitee. 
And  it  ramembren,  whan  it  passed  is. 
Thou  art  wys  y-nough,  for-thy  do  nought 


Be   not    to    rakel,    though    thou  sitte 

warme,  i6.v> 

For  if  thou  be,  certeyn,  it  wol  thee 
harme. 

284.  Thou  art  at  ese,  and  hold  thee  wel 
ther-inne. 

For  also  seur  as  reed  is  eveiy  fyr. 
As  greet  a  craft  is  kepe  wel  as  winne ; 
Brydle  alwey  wel  thy  apeohe  and  thy 
de^yr.  1635 

IV>r  worldly  joye  halt  not  bnt  by  a  wyr ; 
That  preveth  wel,  it  brest  alday  so  ofte  ; 
For-thy  node  is  to  werke  with  it  softe.- 

285.  Quod  Troilus,  *  I  hope,  and  god  to- 
fom» 

My  dere  frend,  that  I  shal  so  me  bera, 
That  in  my  gilt  ther  shal  no  thing  be 
lorn,  1641 

N*  I  nil  not  rakle  as  for  to  greven  here ; 
It  nedeth  not  this  matere  ofte  tere ; 
For  wistestow  myn  herte  wel,  Pandare, 
God  woot,  of  this  thou  woldest  litel  care.' 

286.  Tho  gan  he  telle  him  of  his  glade 
night  1646 

And  wher-of  first  his  herte  dradde»  and 
hoW| 
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And  segrde,  *fxeend,  m  I  am  ire  we  knight, 
And  by  that  feyth  I  shal  to  god  and  yow, 
I  hadde  it  nenreae  half  bo  hota  as  now ;  1650 
And  ay  the  more  that  de«yr  me  l^jrteth 
To  love  hir  beet,  the  more  it  me  delyteth. 

287.  I  noot  my-self  not  wialy  what  it  is ; 
Bnt  now  I  fele  a  newe  qnalitee, 
Ye,  al  another  than  I  dide  er  thia'     1655 
Pandare  answerde,  and  seyde  thos,  that  he 
That  ones  may  in  hevene  blisse  be, 
He  feleth  other  weyee,  dar  I  leye, 
Than  thilke  ^ymehe  ftnt  hexdeof  its^ye. 

28a  This  is  o  -word  for  al ;  this  Troilns 
Was  nerer  fnl,  to  speke  of  this  materd, 
And  for  to  pr^ysen  im-to  Fandams     1663 
The  bonntee  of  his  righte  lady  dere, 
And    Fandams  to  thanhe  and  maken 

«hereL 
This  tale  ay  was  span-newe  to  biginne  1665 
TH  that  the  night  departed  hem  »-twinn& 

2S9.  Sone  after  this,  for  that  fortone  it 

wolde, 
I-comen  was  the  bUsfnl  tyme  swete, 
That  Troilns  was  warned  that  he  sholde, 
Tfaer   he  was  erst,   Griseyde   his  lady 

mete;  1670 

For  which  he    felte  his  herte  in  joye 

flete; 
And  feythfolly  gan  alle  the  goddes  herie ; 
And  lat  see  now  if  that  he  can  be  merie. 

240.  And  holden  was  the  fonne  and  al 
the  wyse, 

Of  hir  cox^inge,  and  eek  of  his  also,    1675 
As  it  was  erst,  which  nedeth  nought 

devyse. 
Bat  playnly  to  the  effect  right  for  to  go, 
In  joye  and  senrte  Pandaros  hem  two 
A-bedde  bronghte,  whan  hem  bothe  leste. 
And  thos  they  ben   in  qniete  and  in 

resta  1680 

241.  Nought  nedeth  it  to  yow,  sin  they 
ben  met, 

To  aske  at  me  if  that  they  blythe  were ; 
For  if  it  erst  was  wel,  tho  was  it  bet 
A  thonsand-fold,  this  nedeth  not  enqnere. 
A-gon  was  evexy  soarwe  and  ereiy  fere ; 


And  bothe,  y-wis,  they  hadde,  and  so 
they  wende,  1686 

As  mnche  joye  as  herte  may  comprende. 

242.  This  is  no  litel  thing  of  for  to  seye, 
This  passeth  every  wit  for  to  deyyse  ;  1689 
For  eche  of  hem  gan  otheres  lust  obeye ; 
Felioitee,  which  that  thise  clerkes  wyse 
Commenden  so,  ne  may  not  here  safiyse. 
This  joye  may  not  writen  been  with  inke, 
This  passeth  al  that  herte  may  bithinke. 

248.    But   cruel   day,   so  wel-awey   the 

stonnde !  1695 

Gan  for  to  aproche,  as  they  by  signes 

knewe, 
For  whiche  hem  thonghte  felen  dethes 

wounde ; 
So  wo  was  hem,  that  changen  gan  hir 

hewe,  1698 

And  day  they  gonnen  to  dispyse  al  newe, 
Calling  it  traytour,  envyons,  and  worse, 
And  bitterly  the  dayes  light  they  curse. 

244.  Quod  Troilns,  '  alias  !  now  am  I  war 
That  Pirous  and  tho  swifte  stedes  three, 
Whiche  that  drawen  forth  the  sonnes 

char, 
Han  goon  som  by-path  in  dbspyt  of  me ; 
That  maketh  it  so  sone  day  to  be ;       1706 
And,  for  the  sonne  him  hasteth  thus  to 

ryse, 
Ne  shal  I  never  doon  him  saorifyse  !* 

246.  But  nodes  day  departe  moste  hem 

sone, 
And  whanne  hir  speche  doon  was  and  hir 

chore,  1710 

They  twinne  anoon  as  they  were  wont  to 

done. 
And  setten  tyme  of  meting  eft  y-fere ; 
And  many  a  night  they  wroughte  in  this 

manere. 
And  thus  Fortune  a  tyme  ladde  in  joye 
Criseyde,  and  eek  this  kinges  sone    of 

Troye.  1715 

246.  In  suffisaunce,  in  blisse,  and  in  sing- 

inges. 
This  Troilns  gan  al  his  lyf  to  lede ; 
He  spendeth,  justeth,  maketh  •ffestey- 

inges; 
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He  yeveih  frely  ofbe,  and  ohatLogeth 
wede,  1 719 

And  held  aboote  him  alwey,  oat  of  dxede, 
A  world  of  folkf  as  com  him  wel  of  kinde, 
The  fressheste  and  the  beate  he  oonde 
finde; 

247.  That  swich  a  voys  was  of  him  and 

a  fltevene 
Thomgh-ont  the  world,  of  honour  and 

largeaae,  1724 

That  it  up  rong  nn-to  the  yate  of  hevene. 
And,  as  in  love,  he  was  in  swich  gladnosse, 
That  in  his  herte  he  demede,  as  I  gesse, 
That  there  nis  lovere  in  this  world  at  ese 
So  wel  as- he,  and  thus  gan  lore  him 

plese. 

94a  The  godliJhede  or  beantee  which  that 
kinde  1730 

In  any  other  lady  hadde  y-set 

Can  not  the  moontaance  of  a  knot  nn- 
binde, 

A-bonte  his  herte,  of  al  Criseydes  net. 

He  was  so  narwe  y-masked  and  y-knet, 

That  it  nndoon  on  any  manere  syde,  17.^5 

That  nil  not  been,  for  ought  that  may 
betyde. 

249.  And  by  the  hond  fnl  ofbe  he  wolde 
take 

This  Pandaros,  and  in-to  gardin  lede, 
And  swich  a  feste  and  swich  a  prooes 

make  1739 

Him  of  Criseyde,  and  of  hir  womanhede, 
And  of  hir  beantee,  that,  with-outendrede, 
It  was  an  hevene  his  wordes  for  to  here ; 
And    thanne    he   wolde    singe    in    this 

manere 

250.  *  Love,  that  of  erthe  and  see  hath 
govemannoe, 

Love,  that  his  liestes  hath  in  hevene  hye. 
Love,  that  with  an  holsom  alliaonce  1746 
Halt  peples  josmed,  as  him  list  hem  gye, 
Love,  that  knetteth  la  we  of  oompan}^, 
And  oonples  doth  in  vertn  for  to  dwelle, 
Bind  this  acord,  that  I  have  told  and 
telle ;  1750 

251.  That  that  the  world  with  feyth, 
which  that  is  stable, 

Dyverseth  so  his  stoondos  oonoordingef 


That  elements  that  been  so  discordable 
Holden  a  bond  perpetnely  dnzinge. 
That  PheboB  mote  his  rosy  day  forth 

bringe,  1755 

And  that  the  mone  hath  lordship  over 

thenightes, 
Al    this  doth  Love;    ay  heried  be  his 

mightes! 

262.  That  that  the  see,  that  gredy  is  to 

flowen, 
Constreyneth  to  a  oert^yn  ende  so       1759 
His  flodes,  that  so  fersly  they  ne  growen 
To  drenchen  erthe  and  al  for  ever-mo ; 
And  if  that  Love  ought  lete  his  brydel  go, 
Al  that  now  loveth  a-sonder  sholde  lepe, 
And  lost  were  al,  that  Love  halt  now  to< 

h^)e. 

258.  So  wolde    god,  that    auctor   is    of 

kinde,  1765 

That,  with  his  bond,  Love  of  his  verta 

liste 
To  oerolen  hertes  alle,  and  faste  binde, 
That  firom  his  bond  no  wight  the  way  oat 

wiste. 
And  hertes  oolde,  hem  wolde  I  that  he 

twiste 
To  make  hem  love,  and  that  hem  leste  By 

rewe  1770 

On  hertes  sore,  and  kepe  hem  that  ben 

trewe.' 

254.  In  alle  nedes,  for  the  tonnes  werre, 
He  was,  and  ay  the  firste  in  armes  dight ; 
And  certoynly,  but-if  that  bokes  erre,  1774 
Save  Boior,  most  y-drad  of  any.  wight ; 
And  this  encrees  of  hardinesse  and  might 
Cam  him  of  love,  his  ladies  thank  to 

winne, 
That  altered  his  spirit  so  with-inne. 

266.  In  tymeoftrewe,onhankinge  wolde 

he  ryde, 
Or  elles  hnnten  boor,  here,  or  lyoun ;  1780 
The  smale  bestes  leet  he  gon  bi-syde. 
And  whan  that  he  com  rydinge  in-to 

tonn, 
Fnl  offce  his  lady,  from  hir  window  donn. 
As  fresh  as  fauoon  comen  out  of  muwe, 
Ful  redy  was,  him  goodly  to  salawe:  1785 
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256.  And  most  of  love  and  Terta  -was  his 

speehe, 
And  in  deopyt  hadde  alle  wreoohednesae ; 
And  dontelees,  no  node  vrtm  liim  biaeohe 
To  hononren   hem  that  hadde  irorthi- 

nesBe,  1789 

And  esen  hem  that  weren  in  distresae. 
And  glad  was  he  if  any  -wight  -wel  ferde, 
That  lover  -wna,  whan  he  It  wiste  or  herde. 

267.  For  aooth  to  seyn,  he  lott  held  eveiy 

wight 
Bnt-if  he  were  in  lovee  heigh.  servyaOf 
I  mene  folk  that  onghte  it  been  of  right. 
And  over  al  this,  so  wel  conde  he  de- 

vyse  1796 

Of  sentement,  and  in  so  nnkonth  wyse 
Al  his  arxaj,  that  every  lover  thonghte, 
That  al  was  wel,  what-ao  he  aeyde  or 

wronghte. 

258.  And  though  that  he  be  come  of 
blood  royal,  1800 

Him  liste  of  pryde  at  no  wight  for  to 
chase ; 

Benigne  he  was  to  eoh  m  general. 


For  which  he  gat  him  thank  in  every 

plaoe. 
Thus  wolde  Love,  y-heried  be  his  grace, 
That  Pryde,  Envye,  Ire,  and  Avaryce  1805 
He  gan  to  flee,  and  every  other  vyoe. 

259.  Then  lady  bright,  the  donghter  to 
Dione, 

Thy  blinde  and  winged  sone  eek,  dann 

Cupyde ; 
Ye  snstren  nyne  eek,  that  by  Elioone 
In  hil  Pamaso  listen  for  to  abyde,      1810 
That  ye  thus  fer  han  deyned  me  to  gyde, 
I  can  no  more,  bnt  sin  that  ye  wol  wende, 
Te  heried  been  for  ay,  with-onten  ende ! 

260.  Thonrgh  yow  have  I  seyd  fully  in 
my  song 

Th'effeot  and  joye  of  Troilos  servyso,  1815 
Al  be  that  ther  was  som  disese  among, 
As  to  myn  auotor  listeth  to  devyse. 
Ijy  thridde  book  now  ende  loh  in  this 

wyse; 
And  Troilns  in  Ittste  and  in  qniete      18 19 
Is  with  Cris«yde,  his  owne  herte  swete. 
Explicit  Liber  Tercins. 
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{Prohemlimi.  ] 

1.  BiTT  al  to  litel,  weylawey  the  whyle, 
Laateth  swich  joye,  y-thonked  be  For- 
tune! 

lliat    semeih   trewest,    whan   she   wol 

bygyle, 
And  can  to  foles  so  hir  song  entnne. 
That  she  hem  hent  and  blent,  traytonr 

eomnne;  5 

And  whan  a  wight  is  from  hir  wheel 

y-throwe. 
Than  lani^eUi  she,  and  maketh  him  the 

nMywei 

2.  From  Troiliis  she  gan  hir  brighte  face 
Awsgr  to  wrythe,  and  took  of  him  non 

hede, 


But  caste  him  dlene  oute  of  his  lady 
grace,  10 

And  on  hir  wheel  she  sette  up  Diomede ; 

For  which  right  now  myn  herte  ginneth 
blede. 

And  now  my  penne,  alias !  with  which 
I  wryte, 

Qoaketh  for  drede  of  that  I  moot  endjrte. 

8.  For  how  Criseyde  Troilns  forsook,      15 
Or  at  the  leste,  how  that  she  was  nn- 

kinde, 
Mot    hennea-forth    ben    matere   of  my 

book. 
As  wryten  folk  thorogh  which  it  is  in 

minde. 
Alias !    that    they    shulde    ever    cause 

finde 
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To  Bpeke  hir  harm ;  and  if  they  on  hir 
lye,  20 

Y-wis,  hem-aelf  sholde  han  the  Tilanye. 

i.  O  ye  Herines,  Xightea  donghtren  three, 
That  endelees  compleynen  ever  in  pyne, 
Hegera,  Alete,  and  ecJc  Thesiphone  ; 
Thou  omel  Han  ^ek,  £Euier  to  Qniiyne,  25 
This  like  ferthe  book  me  helpeth  fyne, 
So  that  the  los  of  lyf  and  love  y-fere 
Of  Troilns  be  fully  shewed  here. 

Explicit  tproheminm.   Incipit  Qnartos 
Liber. 

5.  LioonvGS  in  ost,  as  I  have  seyd  er  this. 
The  Grekes  8tronge,aboate  Troye  tonn,  30 
Bifel  that,  whan  that  Phebos  shjming  is 
Up-on  the  brest  of  Heronles  Lyotm, 
That  Ector,  with  Ail  many  a  bold  baroon, 
Caste  on  a  day  with  Grekes  for  to  iighte, 
As  he  was  wont  to  greve  hem  what  he 

mighte.  35 

6.  Not  I  how  longe  or  short  it  was  bi- 

twene 
This  purpos  and  that  day  they  iighte 

mente; 
Bnt  on  a  day  wel  armed,  bright  and 

shene, 
Eotor,  and  many  a  worthy  wight  ont 

wente, 
With  spere  in  hond    and  bigge  bowes 

bente ;  40 

And  in  the  herd,  with-onte  longer  lette, 
Hir  fomen  in  the  feld  anoon  hem  mette. 

7.  The  longe  day,  with  speres  sharpe 

y-grounde, 
With  arwes,  dartes,  swerdes,  maces  feUe, 
They  fighte  and  bringen  hors  and  man 

to  groonde,  45 

And  with  hir  axes  oat  the  braynes  quelle. 
But  in  the  laste  shoor,  sooth  for  to  telle, 
The  folk  of  Troye  hem-selven  so  mis- 

ledden, 
That  with  the  worse  at  night  homward 

they  fledden. 

8L  At  whlohe  day  was  taken  Antenor,  50 
Hangre  Polydamas  or  Honesjbeo, 
Bantippe,  ^aipedon,  Polynestor, 


Polyte,  or  eek  the  Trojan  dann  Ripheo, 
And  othere  lasse  folk,  as  Phebnseo. 
So  that,  for  harm,  that  day  the  folk  of 
Troye  55 

Dredden  to  lese  a  greet  pcfft  ofiurjoye, 

9.  Of  Piyamns  was  yeve,  at  Greek  re- 

queste, 
A  tyme  of  trewe,  and  tho  they  gonnen 

trete, 
ffir  prisoneres  to  channgen,  moste  and 

leste,  59 

And  for  the  surplus  yeven  sommes  grete. 
This  thing  anoon  was  oouth  in  every 

strete, 
Bothe  in  th^assege,  in  toone,  and  eveacy- 

where, 
And  with  the  firste  it  cam  to  Calkas  ere. 

10.  Whan  Calkas  knew  this  tretis  sholde 
holde. 

In  oonsistorie,  among  the  Grekes,  sone  65 
He  gan  in  thringe  forth,  with  lordes  olde. 
And  sette  him  there^as  he  was  wont  t4> 

done ; 
And  with  a  chaunged  face  hem*  bad  a 

bone. 
For  love  of  god,  to  don  that  reverence, 
To  stinte  noyse,  and  yeve  him  audience. 

11.  Thanne  seyde  he  thus,  *  lo !  lordes 
myne,  I  was  71 

Trojan,  as  it  is  knowen  out  of  drede ; 
And  if  that  3^ow  remembre,  I  am  Calkas, 
That  alderflret  yaf  comfort  to  your  nede. 
And  tolde  wel  how  that  ye  sholden  spedeu 
For  dredelees,  thorugh  yow,  ahal,  in  a 

stounde,  '76 

Ben  Troye  y-brend,  and  beten  doun  to 

grounde. 

12.  And  in  what  forme,  or  in  what  manor 


This  town  to  shende,  and  al  your  lust  to 

acheve, 
Te  han  er  this  wel  herd  it  me  deivyae;  80 
Thifl  knowe  ye,  my  lordes,  as  I  leveb 
And  for  the  Grekes  weren  me  so  leve, 
I  com  my-self  in  my  propre  persona, 
To  teehe  in  this  how  yow  was  best  to 

done ; 
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18.  Havinge  un-to  xny  tresoor  ne  my 
rente  85 

Ri^ht  no  resport,  to  respect  of  your  eee. 

ThuB  al  my  good  I  loste  and  to  yow 
wente, 

Wening  in  this  yon,  lordes^  for  to  plese. 

But  al  that  loe  ne  doth  me  no  disese. 

I  Toaohe-sanf,  as  -wisly  have  I  joye,       90 

For  yoa  to  lese  al  that  I  have  in  Trogre, 

14.  Saveof  adooghter,  thatllafte,allast 
Slepinge  at  hoom,  whanne  out  of  Troye 

I  sterte. 

0  steme,  O  cruel  £Euier  that  I  was ! 
How  mighte  I  have  in  that  so  hard  an 

herte?  95 

Alias !  I  ne  hadde  y-hronght  hir  in  hir 

sherte ! 
Vtur  sorwe  of  which  I  wol  not  live  to 

morwe, 
Bnt-if  ye  lordes  rewe  np-on  my  sorwe. 

15.  For,  by  that  cause  I  say  no  ^yme  er 
now 

Hir  to  delivere,  I  holden  have  my  pees ; 
Bnt  now  or  never,  if  that  it  lyke  yow,  loi 

1  mi^  hir  have  right  sons,  dontelees. 

O  help  and  grace  !  amonges  al  this  prees, 
Bewe  on  this  olde  caitif  in  destresse, 
Sin  I  through  yow  have  al  this  hevinesse! 

16.  Ye  have  now  caught  and  fetered  in 
prisoon  106 

Trojans  y-nowe ;  and  if  your  willes  be, 
My  child  with  oon  may  have  redempdonn. 
Now  for  tiie  love  of  god  and  of  boontee, 
Oon  of  so  fele,  alias !  so  yeve  him  me.  1 10 
What  nede  were  it  this  preyere  for  to 


Sin  ye  shnl  bothe  han  folk  and  toiin  as 
yeme? 

17.  On  peril  of  my  lyf,  I  shal  not  lye, 
Appollo  hath  me  told  it  feithfdlly ; 
I  have  eek  foonde  it  by  astronomye,     115 
By  sort,  and  by  aagnrie  eek  trewely, 
And  dar  wel  seye,  the  tyme  is  faste  by, 
niat  fyr  and  flamnbe  on  al  the  tonn  shal 

sprede , 
And  thus  shal  Troye  tnme  in  asshen 

dede. 


18.  For  certeyn,  Fhebos  and  Neptnnns 
bothe,  lao 

That  makeden  the  walles  of  the  toon, 
Ben  with  the  folk   of  Troye  alwey  so 

wrothe, 
That  thei  wol  bringe  it  to  conAisioan, 
Bight  in  despyt  of  king  Lameadonn.    124. 
By-canse  he  nolde  payen  hem  hir  hjnre, 
The  tonn  of  Troye  shal  ben  set  on-fyre.' 

19.  Telling  his  tale  alwey ,  this  olde  greye, 
Hnmble  in  speche,  and  in  his  lokinge  eke, 
The  salte  teres  from  his  eyen  tweye     139 
Fol  faste  ronnen  doon  by  eyiher  choke. 
So  longe  he  gan  of  sooonr  hem  by>seke 
That,  for  to  hale  him  of  his  sorwes  sore, 
Th^  yave  him  Antenor,  with-onte  more. 

20.  But  who  was  glad  y-nongh  but  CaUcas 
tho? 

And   of  this  thing  ful  sone  his  nedes 
leyde  135 

On  hem  that  sholden  for  the  tretis  go, 
And  hem  for  Antenor  ful  ofte  preyde 
To  bringen  hoom  king  Toas  and  Criseyde ; 
And  whan  Fiyam  his  save-garde  sente, 
Th'embassadours  to  Troye  streyght  they 
wente.  140 

21.  The  cause  y-told  of  hir  cominge,  the 
I  olde 

j  Pryam  the  king  tol  sone  in  general 
I  Let  here>upon  his  parlement  to  holde. 

Of  which  the  effect  rehersen  yow  I  shaL 

I  Th^embassadours  ben  answered  for  fynal, 

Th'eschaunge  of  prisoners  and  al    this 

nede  146 

Hem  lyketh  wel,  and  forth  in  they  pro- 

oede. 

22.  This  Troilus  was  present  in  the  place, 
Whan  axed  was  for  Antenor  Criseyde, 
For  which  ftd  sone  chaungen  gan  his  face, 
As  he  that  with  tho  wordes  wel  neigh 

deyde.  151 

Bnt  nathelees,  he  no  word  to  it  seyde. 
Lest  men  sholde  his  affeocioun  espye ; 
With  mannes  herte  he  gan  his  sorwes 

drye. 

28.  And  tol  of  anguish  and  of  grisly 
drede  155 

Abood  what  lordes  wolde  nn-to  it  seye ; 
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And  if  they  wolde  graonte,  as  god  for- 

bede, 
Th*e6chaange  of  hir,  than  thonghte  he 

thinges  tweye, 
First,  how  to  save  hir  honour,  and  what 

-w&ye 
He  mighte  best  th^esohannge  of  hir  with- 

stonde ;  i6o 

Fal  faste  he  caste  how  al  this  mighte 

stonde. 

2i.  Loye  him  made  al  prest  to  doon  hir 

byde, 
And  rather  dye  than  she  sholde  go; 
Bat  resonn  seyde  him,  on  that  other  ^ydd, 

*  With-onte  assent  of  hir  ne  do  not  so,  165 
Lest  for  thy  werk  she  wolde  be  thy  fo, 
And  seyn,  that  thorngh  thy  medling  is 

y-blowe 
Your  bother  love,  there  it  was  erst  nn- 
knowe.' 

25.  Eor  which  he  gan  deliberen,  for  the 
beste, 

That  though  the  lordes  wolde  that  she 

wente,  i;o 

He  wolde  late  hem  grannte  what  hem 

leste, 
And  telle  his  lady  first  what  that  they 

mente. 
And  whan  that  she  had  seyd  him  hir 

entente, 
Ther-after  wolde  he  werken  also  blyve, 
Though  al   the  world    ayein    it    wolde 

stryve.  175 

26.  Ector,  which  that  wel  the  Grekes 
herde, 

For  Antenor  how  they  wolde  han  Cri- 

seyde, 
Gkui    it    withstonde,    and    sobrely    an- 

swerde : — 

*  Sires,  she  nis  no  prisoner,'  he  seyde ; 

'I  noot  on  yow  who  that  tliis  charge 
leyde,  180 

Bnt,  on  my  part,  ye  may  eft-sone  him 
teUe, 

We  usen  here  no  wommen  for  to  selle.' 

27.  The  noyse  of  peple  np-stiite  thanne 
at  ones. 

As  breme  as  blase  of  straw  y-set  on  lyre  ; 


For  infortnne  it  wolde,  for  the  nones,  1S5 

They  sholden  hir  confhsionn  desyre. 

*  Eotor,'  quod  they,  '  what  goost  may  yow 

enspyre, 
This  womman  thus  to  shilde  and  doon  us 

lese 
Daun  Antenor? — ^a  wrong  wey  now  ye 

chese — 

28.  Thatissowys,andeeksoboldbaroim, 
And  we  han  nede  of  folk,  as  men  mi^ 

see;  191 

He  is  eek  oon,  the  grettest  of  this  toxm  ; 
O  Ector,  lat  tho  fantasySs  be  ! 
O  king  Pryam,'  quod  they,  '  thus  seggen 

we,  194 

That  al  our  voys  is  to  for-gon  Crlseyde ;  * 
And  to  deliveren  Antenor  they  preyde. 

29.  O  Juvenal,  lord !  trewe  is  thy  sen- 
tence, 

That  litel  witen  folk  what  is  to  yeme 
That  they  ne  finde  in  hir  desyr  offence ; 
For  cloud  of  errour  lat  hem  not  desceme 
What  best  is ;  and  lo,  here  ensample  as 

yeme.  aor 

This  folk  desiren  now  deliveraunce 
Of  Antenor,  that  bronghte  hem  to  mis- 

chaunce ! 

80.  For  he  was  alter  traytonr  to  the  toon 
Of  Troye ;  alias  !  they  quitte  him  out  to 

rathe;  ao5 

O  nyce  world,  lo,  thy  disorecioun ! 
Criseyde,  which  that  never  dide    ham 

skathe, 
Shal  now  no  lenger  in  hir  blisse  bathe  ; 
But  Antenor,  he  shal  com  hoom  to  toune, 
And  she  shal  out  *  thus  a^yden  here  and 

howne.  210 

81.  For  which  delibored  was  by  jiarle- 
ment. 

For  Antenor  to  yelden  up  Criseyde, 
And  it  pronounced  hy  the  president, 
Al-thoigh    that    Ector    *nay'    fill    ofte 

preyde. 
And  fynaly,  what  wight  that  it  with- 

seyde,  215 

It  was  for  nought;  it  mcste  been,  and 

sholde; 
For  substaunce  of  the  parlement  it  wolde. 
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92.  Departedoat  of  paxlomentechone, 
This  TroUns,  with-oate  wordes  mo, 
Un-to  his  chanmbre  spedde  him   £ute 
allone,  ajo 

Bat-if  it  were  a  man  of  his  or  two, 
The  whiohe  he  bad  Ant  fiiste  for  to  go, 
By-caoBe  he  wolde  alepen,  as  he  seyde, 
And  hastely  np-on  his  bed  him  leyde. 

33.  And  as  in  winter  leves  been  bixwfb,  M5 
Eehe  after  other,  til  the  tree  be  bare, 

So  that  ther  nis  bnt  bark  and  brannohe 

y-laft, 
Lyth  Troilns,  birafb  of  eeh  wel-fiurte, 
Y-bonnden  in  the  blake  bark  of  eare, 
Disposed  wood  out  of  his  wit  to  brejde, 
So  sore  him  sat  the  ohaonginge  of  Cri- 

seyde.  331 

34.  He  rist  him  np,  and  eveiy  dore  he 
sheCte 

And  windows  eek,  and  tho  this  sorweftil 


Up-on  his  beddes  syde  a^oon  him  sette, 
Fnl  lyk  a  deed  image  pale  and  wan ;    335 
And  in  his  brest  the  heped  wo  bigan 
0«it>braste,  and  he  to  werken  in   this 


In  his  woodnesse,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

35.  Right  as  the  wilde  bole  biginneth 
springe 

Now  here,  now  there,  y-darted  to  the 

herte,  040 

And  of  his  deeth  roreth  in  complQjrninge, 
Big^ht  so  gan  he  abonte  the  ohaombre 

sterte, 
Smyting  his  brest  ay   with   his  festes 

smerte; 
His  heed  to  the  wal,  his  body  to  the 

gronnde 
Fnl  ofte  ho  swapte,  him^selven  to  con- 

fonnde.  245 

36.  His  «yen  two,  for  pitee  of  his  herte, 
Ont  stremeden  as  swifte  weiles  tweye ; 
The  heighe  sobbes  of  his  sorwes  smerte 
His  speche  him  rafte,  nnnethes  mlghte 

he  seye,  349 

'  O  deeth,  alias  !  why  nUtow  do  me  deye? 
A-eoised  be' the  day  which  that  nature 
Shoop  me  to  ben  a  lyres  oreature  I' 


87.  Bnt  alter,  whan  the  ftirie  and  the 
rage 

Which  that  his  herte  twiste  and  fiiste 
threste,  254 

By  lengthe  of  tjnne  somwhat  gan  asswage, 
Upon  his  bed  he  leyde  him  doon  to  reste ; 
But  tho  bigonne  his  teres  more  ont-breste, 
That  wonder  is,  the  body  may  sufi^se 
To  half  this  wo,  which  that  I  yow  devyse. 

88.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  *  Fortnne  !  alias 
the  whyle  I  a6o 

What  have  I  doon,  what  have  I  thns 

argilt? 
How  mightestow  for  reuthe  me  bigyle  ? 
Is  ther  no  grace,  and  shal  I  thns  be  spilt  ? 
Shal  thns  Criseyde  awey,  for  that  then 

wilt?  264, 

Alias !  how  maystow  in  thyn  herte  finde 
To  been  to  me  thus  cmel  and  nnkinde? 

89.  Have  I  thee  nooght  honoured  al  my 
lyve, 

As  thou  wel  wost,  above  the  goddes  alle  ? 
Why  wiltow  me  fro  joye  thus  depryve  ? 
O  Troilus,  what  may  men  now  thee  calle 
But  wreoche  of  wrecches,  ont  of  honour 

fiBOle  271 

In-to  miserie,  in  which  I  wol  biwayle 
Cziseyde,  alias !  til  that  the  breeth  me 

fiiyle? 

40.  Alias,  Fortune !  if  that  my  lyf  in  joye 
Displesed  hadde  un-to  thy  foule  envye, 
Why  ne  haddestow  my  fader,  king  of 

Troye,  276 

By-raft  the  lyf,  or  doon  my  bretheren  dye, 
Or  slayn  my-self,  that  thus  compl^yne 

and  ciye, 
I,  oombre-world,  that  may  of  no-thing 


Bnt  over  dye,  and  never  fhlly  sterve?  2S0 

41.  If  that  Criseyde  allone  were  me  laft, 
Nought  ronghte  I  whider  thou  woldest 

me  store ; 
And  hir,  alias  !  than  hastow  me  birafU 
But  ever-more,  lo  !  this  is  thy  manero, 
To  reve  a  wight  that  most  is  to  him  dere, 
To'preve  in  that  thy  gerfhl  violence.   386 
Thus  am  I  lost,  ther  helpeth  no  defence. 
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42.  O  verray  lord  of  love,  O  god,  allafl  ! 
That  knowest  best  myn  herte  and  al  my 

thought, 
What  shal  my  sorwful  lyf  don  in  this  oas 
If  I  for-go  that  I  so  dere  have  bought?  391 
Sin  ye  Cryseyde  and  me  han  ftilly  brought 
In-to  your  grace,  and  bothe  our  hertes 

seled, 
How  may  ye  Buf&e,  alias !  it  be  repeled? 

48.  What  I  may  doon,  I  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure  395 

On  lyve  in  torment  and  in  cruel  peyne, 
This  infortune  or  this  disaventure, 
AUone  as  I  was  bom,  y-wis,  compleyne ; 
Ne  never  wil  I  seen  it  shyne  or  reyne  ; 
But  ende  I  wil,  as  Edippe,  in  derknesse 
My  sorwful  lyf,  and  dyen  in  distresse.  301 

44.  O  wery  goost,  that  erreet  to  and  fro, 
Why  niltow  fleen  out  of  the  wofulleste 
Body,  that  evermighte  on  gronnde  go? 
O  soule,  lurkinge  in  this  wo,  unneste,  305 
Flee  forth  out  of  myn  herte,  and  lat  it 

breste, 
And  folwe  alwey  Criseyde,  thy  lady  dere; 
Thy  righte  place  is  now  no  longer  here  ! 

45.  O  wofulle  eyen  two,  sin  your  disport 
Was  al  to  seen  Criseydes  eyen  brighte, 
What  shal  ye  doon  but,  for  my  discom- 
fort, 311 

Stonden  for  nought,  and  wepen  out  your 

sighte? 
Sin  she  is  queynt,  that  wont  was  yow  to 

lighte. 
In  veyn  fro-this-forth  have  I  eyen  tweye 
Y-formed,  sin  your  vertue  is  a-weye.    315 

46.  O  my  Criseyde,  O  lady  sovereyne 
Of  thilke  wofid  soule  that  thus  oryeth. 
Who  shal  nowyeven  comfort  tomyi>eyne? 
Alias,  no  wight;  but  when  myn  herte 

dyeth. 
My  spirit,  which  that  so  un-to  yow  hyeth, 
Beoeyvo  in  gree,  for  that  shal  ay  yow 

serve ;  321 

Foivthy  no  fors  is,  though  the  body  sterve. 

47.  O  ye  loveres,  that  heighe  upon  the 
wheel 

Ben  set  of  Fortune,  in  good  aventure, 


God  leve  that  ye  finde  ay  love  of  steel,  335 
And  longe  mot  your  lyf  in  joye  endure ! 
But  whan  ye  comen  by  my  sepulture, 
Bemembreth  that  your  felawe   resteth 

there; 
For  I  lovede  eek,  though  I  unworthy 

wera  3^9 

48.  O  olde  unholsom  and  mislyved  man, 
Calkas  I  mene,  alias  1  what  eyleth  thee 
To  been   a  Greek,  sin   thou   art   bom 

Trojan? 
0  Calkas,  which  that  wilt  my  bane  be, 
In  cursed  tyme  was  thou  bom  for  me ! 
As  wolda  blisAil  Jove,  for  his  joye,       335 
That  I  thee  hadde,  where  I  wolde,  in 

Troyer 

49.  A  thousand  ^ykes,  hottere  than  the 
glede. 

Out  of  his  brest  ech  after  other  wente, 
Hedled  with  pleyntes  newe,  his  wo  to 
fede,  339 

For  which  his  wofU  teres  never  stente  ; 
And  shortly,  so  his  peynes  him  to-rente. 
And  wex  so  mat,  that  joye  nor  penaunce 
He  feleth  noon,  but  lyth  forth  in  a  trannce. 

60.  Pandare,  which  that  in  the  parlement 
Hadde  herd  what  eveiy  lord  and  buigeys 

seyde,  345 

And  how  fVil  graunted  was,  hy  oon  assent, 
For  Antenor  to  yelden  so  Criseyde, 
Gan  wel  neigh  wood  out  of  his  wit  to 

hreyde^ 
80  that,  for  wo,  he  niste  what  he  mente ; 
But  in  a  rees  to  Troilus  he  wente.        350 

51.  A  certeyn  knight,  that  for  the  tyme 
kepte 

The  chaumbre-dore,  un-dide  it  him  anoon ; 
And  Pandare,  that  fVil  tendreliche  wepte, 
In-to  the  derke  chaumbre,  as  stiUe  as 

stoon, 
Toward  the  bed  gan  softely  to  goon,     355 
So  conftis,  that  he  niste  what  to  seye ; 
For  venxy  wo  his  wit  was  neigh  aweye. 

52.  And  with  his  ohere  and  loking  al 
to-torn, 

For  sorwe  of  this,  and  witll  his  armea 
folden, 
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He  stood  this  woAd  Troiliis  bifom,      360 
And  on  his  pitons  face  he  g:aii  biholden; 
Bat  lord,  so  often  gan  his  herte  oolden, 
Seing  his  freend  in  wo,  whos  hevinesse 
His  herte  slow,  as  thonghte  him,  for  dis- 
tresse. 

53.  This  woftd  wight,  this  Troilns,  that 
felte  365 

His  fireend  Pandare  y-comen  him  to  see, 
Gaji  as  the  snow  ayein  the  sonne  melte, 
For  which  this  sorwfU  Pandare,  of  pitee, 
Gan  for  to  wepe  as  tendreliohe  as  he ; 
And  specheles  thns  been  thise  ilke  tweye^ 
That  neyther  mighte  o  word  for  sorwe 
aeye.  371 

&4.  Bat  at  the  laste  this  wofhl  Troilns, 
Ney  deed  for  smert,  gan  bresten  oat  to 

rove, 
And  with  a  sorwfnl  noyse  he  seyde  thos, 
Among  his  sobbes  and  his  sykes  sore,  375 
*  Lo !    Pandare,  X  am  deed,  with-oaten 

more. 
Hastow  nooght  herd  at  parlement,'  he 

seyde, 
'  For  Antenor  how  lost  is  my  Criseyde  ?' 

00.  This  Bmdams,  fhl  deed  and  pale  of 

hewe, 
Fal  pitoosly  answerde  and  sejrde,  *  yis ! 
As  wisly  were  it  fals  as  it  is  trewe,       381 
That  I  have  herd,  and  wot  al  how  it  i& 
O  mercy,  god,  who  wolde  have  trowed 

this? 
Who  wolde  have  wend  that,  in  so  litel 

a  throwe,  384 

Fortune  oar  joye  wolde  ban  over-throwe? 

66.  For  in  this  world  ther  is  no  creatore, 
As  to  my  doom,  that  ever  saw  ruyne 
Stranngere  than  this,  thorngh    cas  or 

aventare. 
Bat  who  may  al  esohewe  or  al  devyne  P 
Swich  is  this  world;  for-thy  I  thas  de- 
fine, 390 
-fSe  troste  no  wight  finden  in  Fortune 
Ay  propretee ;  hir  yeftes  been  comnne. 

57.  Bat  tel  me  this,  why  thoa  art  now  so 

mad 
T6  sorwen  thus?    Why  lystow  in  this 

wyse, 


Sin  thy  desyr  al  holly  hastow  had,       395 
80  that,  hy  right,  it  onghte  y-now  soffyse  ? 
Bat  I,  that  never  felte  in  my  servyse 
A  frendly  ohere  or  loking  of  an  yfi, 
Lat  me  thus  wepe  and  wayla,  til  I  dye. 

58.  And  over  al  this,  as  thon  wel  woet 
thy-selve,  400 

This  town  is  fdl  of  ladies  al  aboate ; 

And,  to  my  doom,  fairer  than  swiche 
twelve 

Ab  ever  she  was,  shal  I  finde,  in  som 
roate, 

Ye,  oon  or  two,  with-oaten  any  doate.  404 

For-thy  be  glad,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 

If  she  be  lost,  we  shal  recovere  another. 

69.  What,  god  for-bede  alwey  that  ech 

plesaance 
In  o  thing  were,  and  in  non  other  wight ! 
If  oon  can  singe,  another  can  wel  daanoe ; 
If  this  be  goodly,  she  is  glad  and  light ; 
And  this  is  fayr,  and  that   can  good 

a-right.  411 

Ech  for  his  verta  holden  is  for  dere, 
Bothe  heroner  and  fanoon  for  rivere. 

GO.  And  eek,  as  writ  Zanzis,  that  was  fVil 

wys, 
**The  newe  love  oat  chaoeth  ofte  the 

olde;"  4?5 

And  apK>n  newe  cas  lyth  newe  avys. 
Thenk  eek,  thy-seLf  to  saven  artow  holde; 
Swich  fyr,  by  proces,  shal  of  kinde  oolde. 
For  sin  it  is  but  casael  plesaance, 
Som  cas  shal  patte  it  oat  of  remem- 

braonoe.  430 

61.  For  al-so  sear  as  day  cometh  after 
night, 

The  newe  love,  labour  or  other  wo, 
Or  elles  selde  seinge  of  a  wight, 
Don  olde  affeooiouns  alle  over-go. 
And,  for  thy  part,  thou  shalt  have  oon  of 
tho  425 

To  abrigge  with  thy  bittre  peynes  smerte ; 
Absence  of  hir  shal  dryve  hir  out  of  herte.' 

62.  Thise  wordes  seyde  he  for  the  nones 
alle, 

To  helpe  his  freend,  lest  he  for  sorwe 
deyde. 
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For  doatoleos,  to  doon  his  wo  to  falle,  430 
He  ronghte  not  what  nnthxift  that  ho 

Beyde. 
Bat  Troilna,  that  neigh  for  8orwe  deyde, 
Tok  litel  hede  of  al  that  ever  he  mente ; 
Oon  ere  it  herde,  at  the  other  out  it 

wente: — 

68.  Bat  at  the  laste  answerde  and  aeyde, 
*  fireend,  4S5 

Thia  lechecraft,  or  heled  thoB  to  he, 

Were  wel  sitting,  if  that  I  were  a  feend, 

To  traysen  hir  that  trewe  is  onto  me ! 

I  pray  god,  lat  this  oonsayl  never  y-thee ; 

Bat  do  me  rather  sterve  anon*right 
heoe  440 

Er  I  thos  do  as  thoa  me  woldest  lere. 

64.  She  that  I  serve,  y-wis,  what  so  thoa 
seye. 

To  whom  myn  herte  enhabit  is  hy  right, 
Shal  han  me  holly  hires  til  that  I  d^ye. 
For,  Pandaras,  sin  I  have  troathe  hir 
hight,  445 

I  wol  not  been  nntrewe  for  no  wight ; 
Bat  as  hir  man  I  wol  ay  live  and  starve, 
And  never  other  creature  serve. 

65.  And  ther  thoa  seyst,  thoa  shalt  as 
fkire  finde 

As  she,  lat  be,  make  no  oomparisoan  450 
To  oreatare  y-formed  here  by  kinde. 

0  leve  Pandare,  in  oondosioon, 

1  wol  not  be  of  thyn  opinioon, 
Toaching  al  this ;  for  whiohe  I  thee  bi- 

seche, 
So  hold  thy  pees ;  thoa  sleest  me  with 
thy  speohe.  455 

66.  Thow  biddest  me  I  sholde  love  an- 
other 

Al  freshly  newe,  and  lat  Criseyde  go  I 
It  lyth  not  in  my  power,  leve  brother. 
And  thoagh  I  mighte,  I  wolde  not  do  so. 
Bat  canstow  pleyen  raket,  to  and  fro,  460 
Netle  in,  dokke  oat,  now  this,  now  that, 

Pandare? 
Now  foale  falle  hir,  for  thy  wo  that  care  ! 

67.  Thow  fiurest  eek  by  me,  thoa  Pan- 
darns, 

As  he,  that  whan  a  wight  is  wo  bi-goon, 


He  Cometh  to  him  a  pas,  and  seyth  right 

thoa,  «4^ 

"Thenk  not  on  smert,  and  thoa  shalt  fele 


Thoa  most  me  first  transmnwen  in  a 

stoon, 
And  reve  me  my  passioanes  alle, 
Er  thoa  so  lightly  do  my  wo  to  falle. 

68.  The  deeth  may  wel  oat  of  my  bvest 
departe  470 

The  lyf,  so  longe  may  this  soorwe  myne ; 
Bat  fro  my  soole  shal  Grisesrdes  darte 
Oat  never-mo ;  but  doun  with  Proserpyne, 
Whan  I  am  deed,  I  wol  go  wone  in  pyne; 
And  ther  I  wol  eternally  compleyne  475 
My  wo,  and  how  that  twinned  be  we 
tweyae. 

69.  Thow  hast  here  maad  an  argament, 
for  fyn. 

How  that  it  sholde  lasse  peyne  be 
Criseyde  to  fbr-goon,  for  she  was  myn. 
And  live  in  ese  and  in  felicitee.  480 

Why  gabbestow,  that  seydest  thns  to  ma 
That  "  him  is  won  that  is  £ro  wele  y- 

throwe. 
Than  he  hadde  erst  non  of  that  wele 

y-knowe?" 

70.  Bat  tel  me  now,  sin  that  theethinketh 

so  light 
To  ohaangen  so  in  love,  ay  to  and  ftp,  485 
Why  hastow  not  don  bisily  thy  might 
To  channgen  hir  that  doth  thee  al  thy  wo? 
Why  niltow  lete  hir  fro  thyn  herte  go  ? 
Why  niltow  love  an-other  lady  swete, 
That  may  thyn  herte  setten  in  qoiete  ? 

71.  If  thoa  hast  had  in  love  ay  y^  nua- 
chaonce,  491 

And  canst  it  not  oat  of  thyn  herte  diyve, 
I,  that  livedo  in  last  and  in  plesaonce 
With  hir  as  moche  as  creatare  on-lyve, 
How  sholde  I  that  foryetOi  and  that  so 
blyve?  495 

O  where  hastow  ben  hid  so  longe  in  mnwei 
That  canst  so  wel  and  formely  arguwe? 

72.  Nay,  nay,  god  wot,  nought  worth  is  al 
thyieed, 

For  which,  for  what  that  ever  may  bifiJle, 
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With-<mten  woxdes  mo,  I  -wol  be  deed.  500 
O  deetl^  that  endere  art  of  sorwes  alle, 
Com  no^,  sin  I  so  ofte  after  thee  calle; 
For  nly  is  that  deeth,  soth  for  to  Myne, 
That,  ofte  y^eleped,  oometh  and  endeth 
p^yne. 

78.  Wei  wot  I,  wnyl  my  lyf  was  in  qoiete, 
Er  thon  me  slowe,  I  wcdde  have  yeven 

hyie;  506 

Bat  now  thy  coming  is  to  me  so  swete. 
That  in  this  world  I  northing  so  de^yre. 
O  deeth,  sin  with  this  sorwe  I  am  a-fyre, 
Thonontherdomeanoon  in  teres  drenche, 
Or    with    thy   oolde    strook   myn    hete 

qnenche !     .  511 

74.  Sin  that  thon  sleest  so  fele  in  sondzy 
wyse 

Ayens  hir  wil,  nnpreyed,  day  and  night, 
Do  me,  at  my  reqneste,  this  seryyse, 
DeliTere  now  the  world,  so  dostow  right. 
Of  me,  that  am  the  woAilleste  wight  516 
That  ever  was ;  for  tyme  is  that  I  sterve, 
Sin  in  this  world  of  right  nought  may 
I  serve.' 

75.  This  Troilns  in  teres  gan  distille, 

As  Uconr  out  of  alambyk  toX  faste ;  530 
And  Fandams  gan  holde  his  tnnge  stille. 
And  to  the  ground  his  eyen  donn  he 

easte. 
Bat  nathelees,  thus  thooghte  he  at  the 


'What,  parde,  rather  than  my  felawe 

deye. 
Yet  shal  I  som-what  more  an*to  him  seye : ' 

78.   And  seyde,   ^freend,  sin  thon  hast 
swich  distresse,  536 

And  sin  thee  list  myn  argunentsto  blame. 
Why  nilt  thynselven  helpen  doon  redresse. 
And  with  thy  manhod    letten    al  this 

giame? 
Go  xaviashe  hir  ne  canstow  not  for  shame ! 
And  oather  lat  hir  oat  of  tonne  fare,   531 
Or  hold  hir  stills,  and  leve  thy  nyce  fare. 

77.  Artow  in  Troye,  and  hast  non  hard!- 

ment 
To  take  a  womman  which  that  loveth 

thee, 


And  wolde  hir-^elven  been  of  thyn  assent  ? 
Now  is  not  this  a  nyoe  vanitee  ?  536 

Bys  ap  anoon,  and  lat  this  weping  be, 
And  kyth  thou  art  a  man,  for  in  this 

hoore 
I  wil  be  deed,  or  she  shal  bleven  onre.' 

78.  To  this  answerde  him  Troilus   ftal 
softe,  540 

And  seyde,  *  parde,  leve  brother  dere, 
Al  this  have  I  my-eelf  yet  thought  fdl  ofte, 
And  more  thing  than  thou  devysest  here. 
But  why  this  thing  is  laft,  thou  shalt  wel 
here;  544 

And  whan  thou  me  hast  yeve  an  audience, 
Ther-after  mayst  thou  telle  al  thy  sen- 
tence. 

79.  First,  sin  thoa  woet  this  toun  hath  al 
this  werre 

For  ravisshing  of  wommen  so  by  might. 
It  sholde  not  be  suffred  me  to  erre,      549 
As  it  stant  now,  ne  doon  so  gret  unright. 
I  sholde  ban  also  blame  of  every  wight. 
My  fadres  graunt  if  that  I  so  withstode. 
Sin  she  is  chaunged  for  the  tonnes  goode. 

80.  I  have  eek  thought,  so  it  w^re  hir 
assent. 

To  aske  hir  at  my  fader,  of  his  grace ;  555 
Than  thenke  I,  this  were  hir  accusement. 
Sin  wel  I  woot  I  may  hir  not  purchace. 
For  sin  my  fader,  in  so  heigh  a  place 
As  parlement,  hath  hir  eschaunge  enseled, 
He  nil  for  me  his  lettre  be  repeled.      560 

81.  Yet  drede  I  most  hir  herte  to  per- 
tourbe 

With  violence,  if  I  do  swich  a  game ; 
For  if  I  wolde  it  openly  distourbe, 
It  moste  been  disclaundre  to  hir  name. 
And  me  were  lever  deed  than  hir  defame. 
As  nolde  god  but-if  I  sholde  have         566 
Hir  honour  lever  than  my  lyf  to  save  ! 

82.  Thus  am  I  lost,  for  ought  that  I  can 
see; 

For  certeyn  is,  sin  that  I  am  hir  knight, 
I  moste  hir  honour  lever  ban  than  me 
In  every  cas,  as  lovere  oughte  of  right.  571 
Thus  am  I  with  desyr  and  reson  twight ; 
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Be^yr  for  to  distonrbexi  hir  me  redeth, 
And  reson  nil  not,  so  myn  herte  dredeth.' 

88.  ThuB  wepinge  that  he  oonde  never 
cease,  575 

He  seyde,  '  alias !  how  ahckl  I,  wreodhe, 
fare? 

For  wel  fele  I  alwey  my  love  encromio, 

And  hope  is  lasse  and  lasae  alwey,  Pan- 
dare  ! 

Bncressen  eek  the  causes  of  my  care ; 

So  wel-a>wey,  why  nil  myn  herte  breste  ? 

For,  as  in  love,  ther  is  but  litel  reste.'  581 

84.    Pandare   answerde,    'freend,    thou 

mayst,  for  me, 
Don  as  thee  list ;  bat  hadde  ioh  it  so  hote, 
And  thyn  estat,  she  sholde  go  with  me ; 
Though  al  this  toun  oryede  on  this  thing 

by  note,  585 

I  nolde  sette  at  al  that  noyse  a  grote. 
For  when  men  han  wel  cryed,  than  wol 

they  ronne ; 
A  wonder  last  but  nyne  ni^ht  never  in 

tonne. 

86.  Devyne  not  in  reson  ay  so  depe 
Ne  cnrtejTsly,  but  help  thy-self  anoon ;  590 
Bet  is  that  othere  than  thy-selven  wepe. 
And  namely,  sin  ye  two  been  al  oon. 
Bys  up,  for  by  myn  heed,  she  shal  not 

goon  J 
And  rather  be  in  blame  a  lyte  y-fonnde 
Than  sterve  here  as  a  gnat,   with-oute 

wounde.  595 

86.  It  is  no  shame  un-to  jrow,  ne  no  vyoe 
Hir  to  with-holden,  that  ye  loveth  most. 
Paiaunter,  she  mighte  holden  thee  for 

nyce 
To  lete  hir  go  thus  to  the  Orekes  oet. 
Thenk  eek  Fortune,  m  wel  thy-selven 

wost,  600 

Helpeth  hardy  man  to  his  empi^se. 
And  w^yveth  wreoches,  for  hir  cowiu^yse. 

87.  And  though  thy  lady  wolde  a  litel  hir 
greve, 

Thou  shalt  thy  pees  ful  wel  here-after 

make. 
But  as  for  me,  certayn,  I  bui  not  leve  605 
That  she  wolde  it  m  now  for  yvel  take. 


Why  sholde  than  for  ferd  thyn  herte 

quake? 
Thenk  eek  how  Fftris  hath,  that  is  thy 

brother, 
A  love;   and   why   shaltow   not   have 

another  ? 

88.  And   Troilos,    o   thing  I    dar   thee 
swere,  610 

That  if  Criseyde,  whiche  that  is  thy  leef, 
Now  loveth  thee  as  wel  as- thou  dost  here, 
Ood  helpe  me  so,  she  nil  not  take  a-greaf. 
Though    thou   do   bote   a-noon  in  this 

mischeef. 
And  if  she  wilneth  fro  thee  for  to  passe, 
Thanne  is  she  f^ ;  so  love  hir  wel  the 

616 


89.  For-thy  tak  herte,  and  thenk,  ri^ht  as 
a  knight, 

Thourgh  love  is  broken  aldajr  every  lawe. 
Kyth  now  snmwhat  thy  oonige  and  thy 

might. 
Have  mercy  on  thy-self,  for  any  awe.    6ao 
Lat  not  this  wreoohed  wo   thin   herte 

gnawe. 
But  manly  set  the  world  on  size  and 

sevene; 
And,  if  thou  deye  a  martir,  go  to  hevene. 

90.  I  wol  my-self  be  with  thee  at  this 
dede. 

Though   ich   and  al  xay  kin,   upon  a 
stounde,  625 

Shulle  in  a  strete  as  dogges  liggen  dede, 
Thourgh-girt  with  many  a  wyd  and  Hody 

wounde. 
In  every  cas  I  wol  a  freend  be  foundei 
And  if  thee  list  heresterven  as  a  wreoche, 
A-dieu,    the'  devel   spede   him   that   it 
reoohe !  *  630 

91.  This  Troilns  gan  with   tho   wordes 
quiken. 

And  seyde,   *  freend,  gxaunt  mercy,  ich 

assente; 
But  certaynly  thou  m^yst  not  me    so 

priken, 
Xe  peyne  noon  ne  may  me  so  tormenta, 
That,  for  no  cas,  it  is  not  myn  entente, 
At  shorte  wordes,  though  I  dyen  sholde, 
to  ravisshehir,but-if  hir-eelf  itwolda.*  637 
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92.  *Wbr,BomeneI/qnodPandara8/al 
this  day. 

Bat  tel  me  than,  hastow  hir  wel  assayed, 
Thai  BOTwest  thus?'    And  he  answerde, 

'nay.'  640 

*Wher-of  artow,*  qnod  Pandare,    Hhan 

i^mayed, 
That  noet  not  that  she  wol    hen    yvel 

aiMiyed 
To  ravisshe  hir,  sin  thou  hast  not  hen 

there, 
Bnt-if  that  Jove  tolde  it  in  thyn  ere  ? 

93.  For-thy  rys  np,  as  nonght  ne  were, 
anoon,  645 

And  'wash  thy  face,  and  to  the  king  thon 


Or  he  may  wondren  whider  thon  art  goon. 
Tium  most  with  wisdom  him  and  othere 

hiende ; 
Or,  np-on  cas,  he  may  after  thee  sende 
Er  thoa  he  war;   and  shortly,  brother 

dere,  650 

Be  ghid,  and  lat  me  werke  in  this  matere. 

91.  For  I  shal  shape  it  so,  that  sikerly 
Thon  Shalt  this  night  som  tyme,  in  aom 

manere. 
Com  speko  with  thy  lady  prevely, 
And  by  hir  wordes  eek,  and  by  hir  chore, 
Thoa  Shalt  Ad  sone  aparceyve  and  wel 

here  656 

Al  hir  entente,  and  in  this  oas  the  beste ; 
And  fare  now  wel,  for  in  this  point  I 

reste.* 

95.  The  swifte  Fame,  whiche  that  false 

thinges 
Egalreportethlykthe  thingestrewe,  660 
Was  thomgh-ont  Troye  y-fled  with  presto 

winges 
Fro  man  to  man,  and  made  this  tale  al 

newe. 
How  Calkas  dooghter,  with  hir  hrighte 

hewe, 
At  parlement,  with-onte  wordes  more, 
I-graanted  was  in  ohaonge  of  Antenore.  665 

96L  The  whiche  tale  anoon-right  as  Cri'- 

seyde 
Had  herd,  she  which  that  of  hir  fader 

zonghte, 


As  in  this  cas,  right  nought,  ne  whanne. 

he  deyde, 
Fol  biaily  to  Jnppiter  bisooghte 
Teve  him  mischaunce  that  this   tretis 

bronghte.  670 

Bat  shorty,  lest  thise  tales  sothe  were. 
She  doTste  at  no  wight  asken  it,  for  fere ; 

97.  As  she  that  hadde  hir  herte  and  al  hir 
niinde 

On  Troilos  y-set  so  wonder  faste, 

That  al  this  world  ne  mighte  hir  love 

nnhinde,  675 

Ne  Troilos  oat  of  hir  herte  caste ; 
She  wol  ben  his,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  rn^y 

laste. 
And  thos  she  breuneth  bothe  in  love  and 

drede, 
80  that  she  niste  what  was  best  to  rede. 

98.  But  as  men  seen  in  tonne,  and  al 
abonto,  680 

That  wommen  nsen  frendes  to  visyte, 
So  to  Crisey  de  of  wommen  com  a  roate 
For  pitous  joye,  and  wenden  hir  delyte ; 
And  with  hir  tales,  dere  y-nongh  a  myte, 
These  wommen,  whiche  that  in  the  cite 

dwelle,  685 

They  sette  hem  donn,  and  seyde  as  I  shal 

teUe. 

99.  Qnod    first    that   oon,   ^I   am    glad, 
trewely, 

By-canse  of  yow,  that  shal  your  fader  see.' 
A-nother  seyde,  '  y-wis,  so  nam  not  I ; 
For  al  to  litel  hath  she  with  nS  be. '     690 
Qnod  tho  the  thzidde,  'I  hope,  y-wis, 

that  she 
Shal  bringen  ns  the  pees  on  every  sjrde, 
That,  whan  she  gooth,  almighty  god  hir 

gyde!' 

100.  Tho  wordes  and  tho  wommannisshe 
thinges, 

She   herde   hem   right   as    though   she 

thennes  were ;  695 

For,  god  it  wot,  hir  herte  on  other  thing 

Although  the  body  sat  among  hem  there. 
Hir  advertence  is  alwey  elles->where  ; 
For  Troilns  fiil/aste  hir  sonle  soughte ; 
With-outen  word,    alwey   on   him    she 
thoughte.  700 
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101.  Thise  womxuen,  that  thus  wenden 
hir  to  plese, 

Aboate    nonglit    gonne   alle   hir   tales 

spende; 
Swich  vanitee  ne  can  don  hir  non  esOf 
As  she  that,  al  this  mene  whyle,  brende 
Of  other  passioim  than  that  they  wende, 
So  that  she  felte  almost  hir  herte  dye  706 
For  wo,  and  wery  of  that  oompanye. 

102.  For  which  no  longer   mighte   she 
restreyne 

Hir  teres,  so  they  gonnen  up  to  welle, 
That  yeven  signes  of  the  bitter  peyne  710 
In  whiche    hir   spirit    was,  and  moste 

dwelle ; 
Remembring  hir,  fro  heven  unto  which 

heUe 
She   fallen   was,    sith   she  foigoth  the 

sights 
Of  Troilns,  and  sorowftdly  she  sighte.  714 

108.  And  thilke  foles  sittinge  hir  aboate 
Wenden,  that  she  wepte  and  syked  sore 
By-canse  that  she  sholde  oat  of  that  ronte 
Departe,  and  never  pleye  with  hem  more. 
And  they  that  haddey-knowen  hir  of  yore 
Seye  hir  so  wepe,  and  thoughte  it  kinde- 

nesse,  7ao 

And  echo  of  hem  wepte  eek  for  hir  dis- 

tresse; 

104.  And  bisily  they  gonnen  hir  conforten 
Of  thing,  god  wot,  on  which  she  litel 

thooghte ; 
And  with  hir  tales  wenden  hir  disporten. 
And  to  be  glad  they  ofben  hir  bisoaghte. 
Bat   swich   an    ese  ther-with  they  hir 

wrooghte  726 

Right  as  a  man  is  esed  for  to  fele, 
For  ache  of  heed,  to  clawen  him  on  his 

hele! 

105.  Bat  after  al  this  nyce  vanitee 
They  took  hir  leve,  and  hoom  they  wenten 

alle.  730 

Criseyde,  fol  of  sorwefVil  pitee, 
In-to  hir  ohaambre  ap  wente  out  of  the 

halle. 
And  on  hir  bed  she  gan  for  deed  to  fiiUe, 
In  parpos  never  thennes  for  to  ryse  ; 
And  thus  she  wrooghte,  as  I  shal  yow 

devyse.  735 


106.  Hir  oonded  heer,  that  1 

of  hewe, 
She  rente,  and  eek  hir  fLogres  longe  and 


She  wrong  fU  ofte,  and  bad  god  on  hir 

rewe, 
And  with  the  deeth  to  doon  bote  on  hir 


Hir  hewe,  whylom  bright,  that  tho  was 
pale,  740 

Bar  witnes  of  hir  wo  and  hir  constr^ynte ; 

And  thos  she  spak,  sobbinge,  in  hir  com- 
pleynte : 


107.  *Alas!'    qaod    she,    *oat    of    this 

regioon 
I,  woftd  wreoche  and  infortaned  wight. 
And  bom  in  coned  oonstellaoioan,      745 
Mot  goon,  and  thus  departen   fro   my 

knight ; 
Wo  worth,  alias !  that  ilke  dayes  light 
On  which  I  saw  him  first  with    eyen 

tweyne, 
Thai  canseth  me,  and  I  him,  al   this 

peyne!' 

106.  Therwith  the  teres  fh>m  hir  eyen 
two  750 

Doan  fiUe,  as  shoor  in  AperiU,  fill  swythe; 
Hir  whyte  brest  she  bet,  and  for  the  wo 
After  the  deeth  she  cryed  a  thoasand 

Qythe, 
Sin  he  that  wont  hir  wo  was  for  to  lythe, 
She  mot  for-goon ;  fbr  which  disaventare 
She  held  hir-self  a  forlost  creatare.       756 

100.  She  seyde,  '  how  shal  he  doon,  and 

lalso? 
How  sholde  I  live,  if  that  I  from  him 

twinne? 
O  dere  herte  eek,  that  I  love  so. 
Who  shal  that  sorwe  sleen  that  ye  ben 

inne?  760 

O  Calkas,  fader,  thyn  be  al  this  sinne ! 
O  moder  myn,  that  doped  were  Argyve, 
Wo  worth  that  day  that  thoa  me  here  on 

lyve! 

110.  To  what  f^n  sholde  I  live  and  sorwen 

thus? 
How  sholde  a  fish  with-oate  water  dare? 
What  is  Criseyde  worth,  from  Troilos?  7^ 
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How  sholde  a  plannte  or  lyv^s  oxeatnxe 
Live,  with-oate  his  kinde  noritnre  ? 
For  whioh  fril  oft  a  by-word  here  I  aeye, 
That,  "  rotelees,  mot  grene  eone  dejre.**  770 

111.  I  sltal  don  thus,  sin  neither  swerdne 
darte 

Bar  I  non  handle,  for  the  oraelteef 
That  iike  day  that  I  from  yow  departe, 
If  sorwe  of  that  nil  not  my  bane  he, 
Than  shal  no  mete  or  drinke  oome  in 
me  775 

^ni  I  my  Boole  oat  of  my  brestennshethe; 
And  thus  my-selveh  wol  I  do  to  dethe. 

112.  And,  Troiltu,  my  clothes  everiohoon 
Shul   hl^e    been,  in   tokeninge,    herte 

•wete, 
That  I  am  as  oat  of  this  world  agoon,  780 
That  wont  was  yow  to  setten  in  qoiete; 
And  of  myn  ordre,  ay  til  deeth  me  mete, 
The  observannoe  ever,  in  yoor  absence, 
Shal  sorwe  been,  complesmte,  and  absti- 


113.  Myn  herte  and  eek  the  wofol  goost 
ther-inno  785 

Biqnethe  I,  with  yoar  spirit  to  compleyne 
Eternally,  for  they  shnl  never  twinne. 
For  though  in  erthe  y-twinned  be  we 

tweyne, 
Yet  in  the  feld  of  pitee,  oat  of  peyne, 
Ihat  hightESysos,  shol  we  been  y-fero,  790 
As  Orpheos  and  Eradice  his  fere. 

114.  Thus  herte  myn,  for  Antenor,  alias ! 
I  sone  shal  be  chaonged,  as  I  wene. 

Bat  how  shol  yo  don  in  this  sorwfol 

cas, 
How  shal  your  tendre  herte  this  sostene? 
Bat  herte  myn,  for-yet  this  sorwe  and 

tene,  796 

And  mo  also ;  for,  soothly  for  to  seye, 
So  yo  wel  fare,  I  recche  not  to  deye.* 

115.  How  mighte  it  eyer  y-red  ben  or 
y-songe, 

The  pleynte  that  she  made  in  hir  dis- 
tresse?  800 

I  noot ;  bat,  as  for  me,  my  litel  tonge, 
If  I  discreren  wolde  hir  heTinesse, 
It  sholde  make  hir  sorwe  seme  lesse 


Than  that  it  was,  and  childishly  deface 
Hir  heigh  oompleynte,  and  therfore  I  it 
pace.  805 

116.  Fandare,    which    that    sent    from 
Troilus 

Was  to  Criseyde,  as  ye  han  herd  devyse, 
That  for  the  beste  it  was  accorded  thos, 
And  he  fal  glad  to  doon  him  that  servyse, 
Un-to  Criseyde,  in  a  ftil  secree  wyse,      810 
Theras  she  lay  in  torment  and  in  rage, 
Com  hir  to  telle  al  hooUy  his  message. 

117.  And  fond  that  she  hir-selven  gan  to 
trete 

Fal  pitoasly ;  for  with  hir  salte  teres 
Hir  brest,  hir   face   y-bathed    was    fal 

wete ;  815 

The  mighty  tresses  of  hir  sonnish  heres, 
Unbroyden,  hangen  al  aboate  hir  eres ; 
Which  yaf  him  venay  signal  of  martyre 
Of   deeth,    which    that   hir    herte    gan 

de^yre. 

118.  Whan  she  him  saw,  she  gan  for  sorwe 
anoon  820 

Hir  teiy  face  a-twize  hir  armes  hyde, 
For  which  this  Pandare  is  so  wo  bi-goon. 
That  in  the  hoos  he    mighte  nnnethe 

abyde, 
As  he  that  pitee  felte  on  every  syde. 
For  if  Criseyde  hadde  erst  compleyned 

sore,  8j5 

Tho  gan  she  pleyne  a  thoasand  tymes 

more. 

119.  And  in  hir  aspre  pleynte  than  she 
seyde, 

*■  Pandare  first  of  joyes  mo  than  two 
Was  caase  caasinge  nn-to  me,  Criseyde, 
That   now   transmawed   been   in  crael 

wo.  830 

Wher  shal  I  seye  to  yow  "  wel  come  "  or 

no. 
That  alderflrst  me  broaghte  in-to  servyse 
Of  love,  alias !  that  endeth  in  swich  wyse? 

120.  Endeth  than  love  in  wo  ?  Te,ormen 
lyeth !  8^ 

And  alle  worldly  blisse,  as  thinketh  me, 
The  ende  of  blisse  ay  sorwe  it  occapyeth  ; 
And  who-so  troweth  not  that  it  so  be, 
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Iiat  him  npon  me,  woftil  wreoche,  y-tee, 
That  my-4elf  hate,  and    ay  my  birthe 

acorse, 
Felinge  alwey,  fro  wikke  I  go  to  worse. 

121.  Who-so  me  seeth,  he  seoth  Borwe  al 
at  ones,  841 

Peyne,  torment,  pleynte,  -wo,  distresse. 
Oat  of  my  woftil  body  harm  ther  noon  is, 
As  an^foish,  langonr,  cruel  bittemesse, 
A-noy,  smert,  drede,  fory,  and  eek  sik- 
nesse.  845 

I  trowe,^-wis,  firom  hevene  teres  reyne, 
For  pitee  of  myn  aspre  and  cruel  peyne !  * 

122.  *Aiid  thou,  my  suster,  ful  of  dis- 
comfort,' S48 

Quod  Fandarus,  '  what  thenkestow  to  do? 
Why  ne  hastow  to  thy-selven  gom  resport. 
Why  woltow  thus  thy-eelve,  alias,  for-do? 
Leef  al  this  werk  and  tak  now  hede  to 
That  I  shal  seyn,  and  herkne,  of  good 

entente. 
This,   which  by    me    thy    Troilus   thee 

sente.' 

128.  Tomed    hir    tho    Criseyde,    a    wo 

makinge  855 

So  greet  that  it  a  deeth  was  for  to  see  : — 

'  Alias  ! '  quod  she,  *  what  wordes  may  ye 

bringe? 
What  wol  my  dere  herte  seyn  to  me, 
Which  that  I  drede  never-mo  to  see  ?  859 
Wol  he  have  pleynte  or  teres,  er  I  wende? 
I  have  y-nowe,  if  he  thereafter  sonde ! ' 

124.  She  was  right  swioh  to  seen  in  hir 
visage 

As  is  that  wight  that  men  on  here  binde ; 
Hir  faoe,  lyk  of  Paradys  the  image, 
Was  al  y-chaunged  in  another  kinde.  865 
The  pleye,  the  laughtre  men  was  wont  to 

finde 
In  hir,  and  eek  hir  joyes  everychone, 
Ben  fled,  and  thus  lyth  now  Criseyde 

allone. 

125.  Aboute  hir  eyen  two  a  porpre  ring 
Bi-trent,    in    sothfut   tokninge  of  hir 

peyne,  870 

That  to  biholde  it  was  a  dedly  thing, 
For  which  Pandaxe  mighte  not  restreyne 


The  terss  from  his  eyen  for  to  reyne. 
But  nathelees,  as  he  best  mighte,  he  seyde 
From  Troilus  thisewordes  to  Criseyde.  875 

126.  'liO,  nece,  I  trowe  ye  han  herd  al 
how 

The  king,    with  othere  lordes,  for  the 

beste. 
Hath  mad  eschaunge  of  Antenor  and 

yow, 

That   cause   is  of  this  sorwe  and  this 

uiLreste. 
But  how  this  cas  doth  Troilus  moleste,  880 
That  may  non    erthely  mannes   tonge 

seye; 
For  verray  wo  his  wit  is  al  aweye. 

127.  For  which  we  han   so  sorwed,  he 
and  I, 

That  in-to  litel  bothe  it  hadde  us  slawe  ; 
But  tfauigh  my  conseil  this  dayi  fynally, 
He  somwhat  is  fro  weping  now  with- 
drawe.  886 

And  semeth  me  that  he  desyreth  fawe 
With  yow  to  been  al  night,  foi*  to  devyse 
Bemede  in  this,  if  ther  were  any  wyse. 

128.  This,  short  and  pleyne,  th'effeet  of 
my  message,  890 

As  ferforth  as  my  wit  can  oomprehende. 
For  ye,  that  been  of  torment  in  swioh  rage, 
May  to  no  long  prologe  as  now  entende ; 
And  her-upon  ye  may  answere  himseade. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  my  neoe  dere, 
So  leef  this  wo  er  Troilus  be  here.'        896 

129.  '  Gret  is  my  wo,'  quod  she,  and  sighie 
sore. 

As  she  that  feleth  dedly  shaip  distresse ; 
^  But  yet  to  me  his  sorwe  is  muohel  more, 
That  love   him   bet   than  he  him-aelf, 
Igesse.  9oi> 

Alias !  for  me  hath  he  swich  hevinesse  ? 
Can  he  for  me  so  pitonsly  compleyne  ? 
Y-wis,  this  sorwe  doubleth  al  my  peyne. 

180.  Orevous  to  me,  god  wot,  is  for  to 

twinne,' 
Quod  she,  '  but  yet  it  hardere  is  to  me  905 
To  seen  that  sorwe  which  that  he  is  inne ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  it  wol  my  bane  be  ; 
And  deye  I  wol  in  certayn,'  tho  quod  she ; 
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*  Bat  faidcle  him  oome,  er  deeth,  that  thus 

me  threteihf 
I>T3rTe  out  that  goost,  which  in  myn  herte 

beteth.'  910 

ISl.  Thiae  wordes  sey^,  she  on  hir  armee 

two 
Rl  gruf,  and  gan  to  wepe  pitoosly. 
Qnod  Pandaroa,  *  alias !  why  do  ye  so, 
Syn  wel  ye  wot  the  tyme  ia  faate  by, 
Tfaatheahaloome?  Arya  np  haately,    915 
That  he  yow  nat  Uwopen  thus  ne  finde, 
Bat  ye  wol  han  him  wood  oat  of  his 

minde ! 

182.  7or  wiate  he  that  ye  ferde  in  this 

manere, 
He  wolde  Mm-edre  alee ;  and  if  I  wende 
To  han  thia  fiue,  he  aholde  not  oome 

here  930 

For  al  the  good  that  Pryam  may  deapende. 
For  to  what  fyn  ho  wolde  anoon  pretende. 
That  knowe  I  wel ;  and  for-thy  yet  I  aeye, 
So  leef  thia  aorwe,  or  jdatly  he  wol  deye. 

188.  And  ahapeth  yow  hia  aorwe  for  to 
ahregge,  925 

And  nought  encreaae,  leve  neoe  awete ; 
Beth  rather  to  him  canae  of  flat  than 

egg»i 
And  with  aom  wyadom  ye  hia  aorwea  hete. 
What  helpeth  it  to  wepen  ftil  a  atrete, 
Or  thoogh  ye  bothe  in  aalte  teres  dr^ynte  ? 
Bet  ia  a  tyme  of  cure  ay  thanof  pleynte.  931 

134.  I  mene  thus;   whan  I  him  hider 

bringe, 
Sin  ye  ben  wyse,  and  bothe  of  oon  aasent, 
So  ahapeth  how  distonrbe  yonr  goinge, 
Or  come  ayen,  sone  after  ye  be  went.    935 
Wommen  ben  wyae  in  abort  avysement ; 
And  lat  sen  how  yoor  wit    ahal   now 

avayle ; 
And  what  that  I  may  helpOf  it  ahal  not 

fayle.' 

185.  ^CK>/  qnod   Criaeyde,    *and   ancle, 

trewely, 
I  ahal  don  al  my  might,  me  to  reatreyne 
From  weping  in  hia  sight,  and  bisily,  941 
Him  for  to  glade,  I  shal  don  al  my  peyne, 
And  in  myn  herte  aeken  evexy  v&yne ; 


If  to  thia  aoor  ther  may  be  fonnden  salve, 

It    ahal   not   lakken,  certain,   on   myn 

halTe.'  945 

186.  Gk>th    Pandarns,    and    Troiloa    he 
aoofi^te, 

Til  in  a  temple  he  fond  him  allone, 
Aa  he  that  of  his  lyf  no  leoger  roaghte  ; 
Bat  to  the  pitooae  goddes  everichone 
Fal  tendrely  he  preyde,  and  made  his 

mone,  950 

To  doon  him  aone  out  of  this  world  to 

pace; 
For  wol  he  thonghte  ther  was  non  other 

grace.  • 

187.  And  shortly,  al  the  sothe  for  to  seye. 
He  was  so  fallen  in  despeyr  that  day. 
That  oatrdy  he  shoop  him  for  to  deye.  955 
For  right  f has  was  his  argument  alwey  : 
He  aeyde,  he  nae  bat  loren,  waylawey ! 

*  For  al  that  comth,  oomth  by  neoesaitee ; 
Thns  to  be  lorn,  it  is  my  destinee. 

188.  For  eertaynly,  thia  wot  I  wel,'  he 
aeyde,  960 

'  That  for-eight  of  divyne  porveyaance 
Hath  a^yn  alwcy  me  to  for-gon  Criaeyde, 
Sin  god  aeeth  every  thing,  oat  of  doat- 

aance. 
And  hem  de^toneth,  thoorgh  hia  orde- 

nannce. 
In  hir  mexytea  aothly  for  to  be,  965 

Aa  they  ahal  oomen  by  predeatinee. 

189.  But  natheleea,  alias!  whom  shal  I 
leve? 

For  ther  ben  grete  derkea  many  oon, 
That  deatineethorogh  argamentea  prove ; 
And  aom  men  aeyn  that  nedely  ther  is 
noon ;  970 

Bat  that  free  chois  is  yeven  us  everichoon. 
O,  wdaway !  so  sleye  am  clerkea  olde, 
That  I  not  whoa  opinion  I  may  holde. 

140  For  som  men  seyn,  if  god  seth  al 

bifom, 
Ne  god  may  not  deceyved  ben,  pardee,  975 
Than  moot  it  &llen,  though  men  hadde  it 

sworn, 
That  purveyaonoe  hath  sesm  bifore  to  be. 
Wherfor  I  aeye,  that  from  eteme  if  he 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


288 


ZtoitoB  anV  ttwij^t. 


[Book  IV^. 


Hath  -wist  bifom  our  thought  eek  as  onr 

dedOi 
We  have  no  free  chois,  as  these  derkes 

rede.  980 

141.  For  other  thought  nor  other  dede 
also 

Might  neyer  be/bat  swieh  as  pnrvegraxmce, 
Which  may  not  ben  deceyved  never-mo, 
Hath  feled  bifom,  with-onten  ignorannoe. 
For  if  ther  mighte  been  a  variannoe    985 
To  -wiythen  out  fro  goddes  purveyingef 
Ther  nere  no  prescience  of  thing  cominge ; 

142.  Bnt  it  were  rather  an  opinionn 
Uncerteyn,  and  no  stedfast  forseinge ; 
And  certes,  that  were  an  abnsioon,      990 
That  god  shnld  han  no  parflt  deer  witinge 
More  than  we  men  that  han   doatons 

weninge. 
Bnt  swich  an  errottr  np-on  god  to  gesse 
Were  fals  and  fool,  and  wikked  oorsed- 


148.  Eek  this  is  an  opinionn  of  somme  995 
That  han  hir  top  fal  heighe  and  smothe 

y-shore ; 
They  seyn  right  thus,  that  thing  is  not  to 

come 
For  that  the  prescience  hath  seyn  bifore 
That  it  shal  come;  bnt  they  seyn,  that 

therfore 
That  it  shal  come,  therfore  the  purvey* 

aunce  1000 

Wot  it  bifom  with-outen  ignoraunoe ; 

144.  And  in  this  manere  this  neoessitee 
Betometh  in  his  part  contrarie  agayn. 
For  needftilly  bihoveth  it  not  to  be 
That  thilke  thinges  fallen  in  certoyn  1005 
That  ben  purveyed ;  but  'nedely,  as  they 

seyn, 
Bihoveth  it  that  thinges,  whiche  that 

faUe, 
That  they  in  certayn  ben  purveyed  alle. 

145.  I  mene  as  though  I  laboured  me  in 
this, 

To  enqueren  which  thing  cause  of  which 
thing  be ;  loio 

As  whether  that  the  prescience  of  god  is 
The  certayn  cause  of  the  necessitee 


Of  thinges  that  to  comen  been,  pardee  : 

Or  if  necessitee  of  thing  cominge 

Be  cause  certeyn  of  the  purveyinge.    1015 

146.  But  now  ne  enforce  I  m»  nat  in 
ahewinge         , 

How  the  ordre  of  causes  stant ;  but  wel 

wot  I, 
That  it  bihoveth  that  the  bifollinge 
Of  thinges  wist  biforen  certejrnly 
Be  necessarie,  al  seme  it  not  ther-by  loao 
That  prescience  put  fEUling  neoessaire 
To  thing  to  come,  al  fiedle  it  foule  or 

faire. 

147.  For  if  ther  sit  a  man  yond  on  a  see, 
Than  by  necessitee  bihoveth  it 

That,  certes,  thyn  opinionn  soth  be,     1035 
That  wenest  or  oonjectest  that  he  sit ; 
And  ferther-over  now  ayenward  yit, 
Lo,  right  so  it  is  of  the  part  contrarie, 
As  thus ;   (now  herkne,  for  I  wol  not 
tarie): 

148.  I  seye,  that  if  the  opinionn  of  thee 
Be  sooth,  for  that  he  sit,  than  seye  t 

this,  103 1 

That  he  mot  sitten  by  necessitee ; 
And  thus  necessitee  in  either  is. 
For  in  him  nede  of  sitting  is,  y-wis, 
And  in  thee  nede  of  sooth ;  and  thus,  for- 

sothe,  1055 

Ther  moot  neoessitee  ben  in  yow  bothe. 

149.  But  thou  nu^yst  seyn,  the  man  sit 
not  therfore. 

That  thyn  opinion  of  sitting  soth  is  ; 
But  rather,  for  the  man  sit  ther  bifore, 
Therfore  is  thyn  opinion  sooth,  y-wis.  1040 
And  I  seye,  though  the  cause  of  sooth  of 

this 
Comth  of  his  sitting,  yet  necessitee 
Is  entrechaunged,  bothe  in  him  and  thee. 

150.  Thus   on    this    same  wyse,  out  of 
doutaunce, 

I  may  wel  maken,  as  it  semeth  me,     1045 
My  resoninge  of  goddes  purveyaunce, 
And  of  the  thinges  that  to  comen  be ; 
By  whiche  reson  men  may  wel  y-see. 
That  thilke  thinges  that  in  erthe  falle. 
That  by  neoessitee  they  comen  alle.    1050 
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IftL  For  al-thoQgh  that,  for  thing  shal 

oome,  y-wis, 
TherforB  is  it  purveyed,  oertajnly, 
Kat  that  it  oomth  for  it  purveyed  is : 
Tet  natheleei,  bihoveth  it  nedAxlly, 
That  thing  to  ooma  be  purveyed,  trewely ; 
Or  elles,  thinges  that  purveyed  be,     1056 
That  they  U^en  hy  neoessitee. 

152.  And   this   snf^pseth    right   y>now, 

oerteyn, 
For  to  destroye  €mT  free  chois  every  deL — 
Bat  xiow  is  this  abnsion  to  seyn,         1060 
That  fallinge  of  the  thinges  temporel 
Is  cause  of  goddes  prescience  etemel. 
Now  trewely,  that  is  a  fieUs  sentence, 
Thai  thing  to  oome  sholde   oanse   his 

prescience. 

163.  What  mighte  I  wene,  and  I  hadde 

swich  a  thought,  1065 

Bat  that  god  pnrveyth  thing  that  is  to 

oome 
For  that  it  is  to  oome,  and  elles  nought  ? 
So  mighte  I  wene  that  thinges  alle  and 

Bome, 
Tliat  whylom  been  bi&Ile  and  over-come, 
Ben  oanse   of  thilke  soverQjm  purvey^ 

aonce,  1070 

That  for-wot  al  with-oaten  ignorannoe. 

154.  And  over  al  this,  yet  seye  I  more 

herto, 
That  right  as  whan  I  woot  ther  is  a 

thing, 
T-wis,  that  thing  mot  nedefnlly  be  so ; 
£ek   right   so,   whan  I   woot  a  thing 

coming,  1075 

80  mot  it  come ;  and  thus  the  bifalling 
Of  thinges  that  ben  wist  bifore  the  tyde, 
Th^  mowe  not  been  .eschewed  on  no 

^yde.' 

156.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  *  almighty  Jove 

in  trone. 
That  wost  of  al  this  thing  the  soothfieuit- 

nesM,  1080 

Bewe  on  my  sorwe,  or  do  me  deye  sone. 
Or  bring  Criseyde  and  me  firo  this  dis- 


And  whyl  he  was  in  al  this  hevinesBe, 


IMspatinge  with  him-self  in  this  matere, 

Com  Pandare  in,  and  seyde  as  ye  may 

here.  10^ 

156.  '  O  mighty  god,'  quod  Pand&rns,  '  in 

trone, 
Ey !  who  seigh  ever  a  wys  man  faren  so  ? 
Why,  Troilas,  what  thenkestow  to  done  ? 
Hastow  swich  lust  to  been  thyn  owene  fo  ? 
What,  parde,yet  is  not  Criseyde  a-go !  1090 
Why  lost  thee  so  thy-self  foiHloon  for 

drede. 
That  in  thyn  heed  thyn  eyen  semen  dede  ? 

167.  Hastow  not  lived  many  a  yeer  bi- 

fom 
With-oaten  hir,  and  ferd  Ail  wel  at  ese  ? 
Artow  for  hir  and  for  non  other  bom  ? 
Hath  kind  thee  wronghte  al-only  hir  to 

plese?  1096 

Lat  be,  and  thenk  right  thus  in  thy  disese : 
That,  in  the  dees  right  as  ther  fallen 

ohannces, 
Bight  so  in  love,  ther  come  and  goon 

plesaonces. 

158.  And  yet  this  is  a  wonder  most  of  alle, 
Why  then  thns  sorwest,  sin  thou  nost 

notyit,  iioi 

Touching  hir  goinge,  how  that  it  shal 

fUle, 
Ne  if  she  can  hir-self  distorben  it. 
Thou  hast  not  yet  assayed  al  hir  wit. 
A  man  may  al  by  tjrme  his  nekke  bede  1 105 
Whan  it  shal  of,  and  sorwen  at  the  nede. 

160.  For-thy  take  hede  of  that  that  I  shal 

s^e; 
I  have  with  hir  y-spoke  and  longe  y-be, 
So  as  accorded  was  bitwise  us  tweye. 
And  ever-mo  me  thinketh  thus,  that  she 
Hath  som-what  in  hir  hertes  prevetee, 
Wher-with  she  can,  if  I  shal  right  arede, 
Distorbe  al  this,  of  which  thou  art  in 

drede.  11 13 

160.  For  which  my  oounseil  is,  whan  it  is 

night, 
Thoa  to  hir  go,  and  make  of  this  an 

ende ; 
And   bli^ftd   Juno,   thouxgh    hir  grete 

mighte,  11 16 
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Shal,  as  I  hope,  hir  grace  tin-to  us  sende. 
Myn  herte  aeyth,  ^'  oerteyn,  she  shal  not 

wende ;" 
And  for-thy  put  thyn  herte  a  whyle  in 

reste;  1119 

And  hold  this  purpos,  for  it  is  the  beste.' 

161.  This  Troiltts  ans^erde,  and  sighte 
sore, 

*  Thou  seyst  right  wel,  and  I  wil  do  right 

so;' 
And  \irhat  him  liste,  he  seyde  on-to  it 

more. 
And  whan  that  it  -was  iyme  for  to  go, 
Ful  preyely  him-self,  vdth-outen  mo,  11 35 
Un-to  hir  com,  as  he  was  wont  to  done  ; 
And  how  they  wroughte,  I  shal  yow  telle 

sone. 

162.  Soth  is,  that  whan  they  gonno  first 
to  mete,  1128 

So  gan  the  peyne  hir  hertes  for  to  twiste, 
That  neither  of  hem  other  mighte  grete, 
Bat  hem  in  armes  toke  and  after  Juste. 
The  lasse  wofolle  of  hem  bothe  niste 
Wher  that  he  was,  ne  mighte  o  word 

out-bringe, 
As  I  seyde  erst,  for  wo  and  for  sobbinge. 

168.    Tho  wofol  teres   that   they  leten 

falle  1 135 

As  bittre  weren,  oat  of  teres  kinde, 
For  peyne,  as  is  ligne-alote  or  galle. 
So  bittre  teres  weep  nought,  as  X  finde. 
The  wofhl  ICyrra  through  the  bark  and 

rinde. 
That  in  this  world  ther  nis  so  hard  an 

herte,  1140 

That  nolde  han  rewed  on  hir   peynes 

smerte. 

164.    But  whan  hir  wofol  weiy  gostes 

tweyne 
Betomed  been  ther-c»  hem  onghte  dwelle, 
And  that  som-what  to  wayken  gan  the 

peyne 
By  lengthe  of  pleynte,  and  ebben  gan  the 

welle  1145 

Of  hire  teres,  and  the  herte  answeUe, 
With  broken  yoys,  al  hoors  for-shright, 

Criseyde 
To  Troilus  thise  ilke  wordea  seyde : 


165.  *0  Jove,  I  deye,  and  mercy  I  b^ 

seche  t 
Help,  Troilus  I'  and  ther-with-al  hir  face 
Upon    his   brest    she   leyde,   and    loste 

speche ;  1151 

Hir  woial  spirit  from  his  propre  place, 
Bight  with  the  word,  alwey  up  poynt  to 


And  thus  she  lyth  with  hewes  pale  and 

grene. 
That  whylom  fresh  and  fairest  was  to 

sene.  1155 

166.  This  Troilus,  that  on  hir  gan  biholde, 
Clepinge  hir  name,  (and  she  lay  as  for 

deed, 
With-oute  answere,  and  felte  hir  limes 

colde, 
Hir  eyen  throwen  upward  to  hir  heed). 
This  sorwfVd  man  can  now  noon  other 

reed,  1160 

But  ofte  tyme  hir  oolde  mouth  he  kiste ; 
Wher  him  was  wo,  god  and  him-self  it 

wiste! 

167.  He  rist  him  up,  and  long  streight  he 
hir  leyde ; 

For  signs  of  lyf,  for  ought  he  can  or 

may, 
Can  he  noon  finde  in  no-thing  on  Cri* 

seyde,  "65 

For  which  his  song  ful  ofte  is '  weylaway ! ' 
But  whan  he  saugh  that  si>echeles  she 

Uy, 
With  sorwfUi  voys,  and  herte  of  blisse  al 

bare. 
He  seyde  how  she  was  fro  this  world 

y-faxe! 

168.  So  after  that  he  longo  hadde  hir 
compleyned,  1 1 70 

His  hondes  wrong,  and  sejrde  that  was  to 

seye, 
And  with  his  teres  salte  hir  brest  bi- 

resmed. 
He  gan  tho  teres  wypen  of  ful  dreye, 
And  pitously  gan  for  the  soule  preye, 
And  seyde,  *  O  lord,  that  set  art  in  thy 

trone,  1 175 

Bewe  eek  on  me,  for  I  shal  folwe  hir 

sone!' 
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109.  She  cold  leas  and  mth-onten  sente* 

mezit, 
"For  an^ht  he  woot,  for  breeth  ne  felte  he 

noon; 
And  this  was  him  a  preignant  argament 
That  she  was  forth  oat  of  this  world 

agoon ;  xi8o 

And  whan  he  seigh  ther  was  non  other 

woon, 
He  gan  hir  limes  dresse  in  swioh  manere 
As  men  don  hem  that  shol  be  leyd  on  here. 

V 

170.  And  after  tins,  with  steme  and  orael 
herte, 

His  swerd  a-noon  out  of  his  shethe  he 

twighte,  1 1 85 

Him-aelf  to  sleen,  how  sorp  that   him 

smerta, 
So  that  his  sowle  hir  sowle  folwen  mightOf 
Thexvas  the  doom  of  Kynos  wolde  it  dighte ; 
Sin  loTe  and  cmel  Fortone  it  ne  wolde, 
That  in  this  world  he  lenger  liven  sholde. 

171.  Thanne  aeyde  he  thus,  ftilAld  of 
heigh  desdajm,  1191 

'  O  cmel  Jove,  and  thou,  Fortune  adverse, 
This  al  and  som,  that  falsly  have   ye 

slayn 
Crifl^yde,  and  sin  ye  may  do  me  no  werse, 
Fy  on  your  might  and  werkes   so  di- 
verse !  1 195 
Thns  cowardly  ye  shnl  me  never  winne  ; 
Ther  shal  no  deeth  me  fro  my  lady  twinne. 

172.  For  I  this  world,  sin  ye  han  slayn  hir 
thns, 

Wol  lete,  and  folowe  hir  spirit  lowe  or  hye; 
Shal  never  lover  seyn  that  Troilns      1200 
Dar  not,  for  fere,  with  his  lady  dye ; 
For  certeyn,  I  wol  here  hir  companye. 
Bnt  sin  ye  wol  not  aaftre  as  liven  here, 
Yet  Boffineth  that  our  sooles  ben  y-fere. 

173.  And  thoa,  citee,  whiche  that  I  leve 
in  wo,  1205 

And  thoa,  Piyam,  and  bretheren  al  y-fere, 
And  thoa,  my  moder,  fiurewel  1  for  I  go ; 
And  Attropos,  make  redy  thoa  my  here  ! 
And  thoa,  Criseyde,  o  swete  herfce  dere, 
Beceyre  now  my  spirit !'  wolde  he  seye, 
"With  swerd  at  herte,  al  redy  for  to  doye. 


174.  Bat  as  god  wolde,  of  swough  ther- 
with  she  abreyde,  1212 

And  gan  to  syke,  and '  Troilas '  she  cryde ; 
And  he  answerde,  '  lady  myn  Criseyde, 
Live  ye  yet?'  and  leet  his  swerd  doon 
glyde.  1215 

*  Ye,  herte  myn,  that  thanked  be  Capyde  I' 
Quod  she,  and  ther-with-al  she  sore  sighte ; 
And  he  bigan  to  glade  hir  as  he  mighte  ; 

175.  Took  hir  in  armes  two,  and  kiste  hir 
ofte, 

And  hir  to  glade  he  dide  al  his  entente ; 
For  which  hir  goost,  that   flikered  ay 
on-lofte,  1231 

In-to  hir  woftd  herte  ayein  it  wente. 
Bat  at  the  laste,  as  that  hir  eyen  glente 
A-syde,  anoon  she  gan  his  swerd  aspye, 
As  it  lay  bare,  and  gan  for  fere  crye,  1225 

176.  And  asked  him,  why  he  it  hadde 
oat-drawe  ? 

And  Troilas  anoon  the  cause  hir  tolde, 
And  how    himself  ther-with  he  wolde 

have  slawe. 
For  which  Criseyde  up-on  him  gan  bi- 

holdoi 
And  gan  him  in  hir  armes  faste  folde,  1230 
And  seyde,  *0  mercy,  god,  lo,  which  a 

dedel 
Alias  I  how  neigh  we  were  bothe  dede  ! 

177.  Thanne  if  I  ne  hadde  spoken,  as 
grace  was, 

Ye  wolde  han  slayn  yoor-self  anoon?' 

qnodshe. 
'  Ye,  douteless ;  *  and  she  answerde,  *  alias ! 
For,  by  that  ilke  lord  that  made  me,  1236 
I  nolde  a  forlong  wey  on-lyve  han  be. 
After  yoar  deeth,  to  han  be  crowned  quene 
Of  al  the  lond  the  sonne  on  shyneth  shene. 

178.  But  with  this  selve  swerd,  which 
that  here  is,  1240 

HyHselve  I  wolde  have  slayn  !  '-—quod  she 

tho; 
'  Bat  ho,  for  we  han  right  y-now  of  this. 
And  late  us  xyse  and  straight  to  bedde  go. 
And  there  lat  vs  speken  of  our  wo. 
For,  by  the  morter  which   that  I  see 

brenne,  1245 

Knowe  I  ftd  wel  that  day  is  not  fer  henne.' 
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179.  Whan  they  were  in  hir  bedde,  in 
armee  folde, 

Nought  was  it  lyk  the  nightes  here-bifom ; 
For  pitonfily  eoh  other  gan  biholde,  1^49 
As  they  that  hadden  al  hir  bllsse  y*lom, 
BiwayUnge  ay  the  day  that  they  were  bom. 
Til  at  the  hist  this  sorwfiil  wight  Oriseydo 
To  Troilns  these  ilke  wordes  seyde : — 

180.  'Lo,  herte  myn,  wel  wot  ye  this,' 
quod  she,  1254 

*  That  if  a  ¥dght  alwey  his  wo  compleyne, 
And  seketh  nought  how  holpen  for  to  be. 
It  nis  but  foly e  and  enorees  of  peyne  ; 
And  sin  that  here  assembled  be  we  tweyne 
To  finde  bote  of  wo  that  we  ben  inne, 
It  were  al  tyme  sone  to  biginne.  1260 

181.  I  am  a  womman,  as  ftil  wel  ye  woot, 
And  as  I  am  avysed  sodeynly, 

So  wol  I  telle  yow,  whyl  it  is  hoot. 
Me  thinketh  thus,  that  neither  ye  nor  I 
Oughte  half  this  wo  to  make  skilAilly.  1265 
For  there  is  art  y-now  for  to  redresse 
That  yet  is  mis,  and  sleen  this  hevinesse. 

182.  Sooth  is,  the  wo,  the  whiohe  that  we 
ben  inne, 

For  ought  I  woot,  for  no-thing  elles  is 
But  for  the  cause  that  we  sholden  twinne. 
Considered  al,  ther  nis  no-more  amis.  1271 
But  what  is  thanne  a  remede  un-to  this. 
But  that  we  shape  us  sone  for  to  mete  ? 
This  al  and  som,  my  dere  herte  swete. 

188.    Now  that   I  shal  wel   bringen  it 
aboute  1275 

To  come  ayein,  sone  after  that  I  go, 
Ther-of  am  I  no  maner  thing  in  doute. 
For  dredeles,  with-inne  a  wouke  or  two, 
I  shal  ben  here ;  and,  that  it  may  be  so 
By  alle  right,  and  in  a  wordes  fewe,    1280 
I  shal  yow  wel  an  heep  of  weyes  shewe. 

184.    For  which  I  wol  not  make  long 

sennoun, 
For  tyme  y-lost  may  not  recovered  be ; 
But  I  wol  gon  to  my  oondusioun,       1284 
And  to  the  besfce,  in  ought  that  I  can  see. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  for-yeve  it  me 
If  I  speke  ought  ayein  your  hertes  reste ; 
For  trewely,  I  speke  it  for  the  beste ; 


185.  Makinge  alwey  a  protestacionn, 
That  now  these  wordes,  whiohe  that  I  shal 

seye,  1290 

Nis  but  to  shewe  yow  my  mocioun. 
To  finde  un-to  our  helpe  the  beste  weye ; 
And  taketh  it  non  other  wyse,  I  preye. 
For  in  effect  what-so  ye  me  comaunde, 
That  wol  I  doon,  for  that  is  no  demannde. 

186.  Now  herkeneth  this,  ye  han  wel 
understonde,  1296 

My  going  graunted  is  by  i>arlement 
So  ferforth,  that  it  may  not  be  with-stonde 
For  al  this  world,  as  by  my  jugement^ 
And  sin  ther  helpeth  noon  avysement  1300 
To  letten  it,  lat  it  passe  out  of  minde ; 
And  lat  us  shape  a  bettre  way  to  finde. 

187.  The  sothe  is,  that  the  twinninge  of 
us  tw^ne 

Wol  us  disese  and  cruelliohe  anoye. 
But  him  bihoveth  som-tyme  han  a  peyne, 
That  serveth  love,  if  that  he  wol  have 
joye.  1306 

And  sin  I  shal  no  ferthere  out  of  Troye 
Than  I  may  xyde  ayein  on  half  a  morwe, 
It  oughte  lasse  oausen  us  to  sorwe : 

188.  80  as  I  shal  not  so  ben  hid  in  mnwe. 
That  day  by  day,  myn  owene  hert«  dere. 
Sin  wel  ye  woot  that  it  is  now  a  tmwe, 
Te  shul  ful  wel  al  myn  estat  y-here.  1313 
And  er  that  truwe  is  doon,  I  shal  ben  here. 
And  thanne  have  ye  bothe  Antenor  y- 

wonne 
And  me  also ;  beth  glad  now,  if  ye  conned 

189.  And  thenk  right  thus,  "  Ciiseyde  is 
now  agoon,  1317 

But  what!  she  shal  come  hastely  i^eyn ; " 
And  whanne,  alias?    by  god,   lo,  right 

anoon, 
Er  dayes  ten,  this  dar  I  saufly  seyn.    13J0 
And  thanne  at  erste  shul  we  been  so  fayn. 
So  as  we  shulle  to-goderes  ever  dwelle. 
That  al  this  world  ne  mighte  our  bUase 

teUe. 

100.  I  see  that  ofie,  ther4W  we  ben  now, 
That  for  the  beste,  our  oonseil  for  to  hyde, 
Ye  speke  not  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  1326 
In  fourtenight ;  ne  see  yow  go  ne  iTde. 
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May  ye  not  ten  Aayes  thiume  abyde, 
For  mjrn  bonoori  in  swicli  an  aventure  ? 
T-wia,  ye  mowen  elles  lyte  endnre !     1330 

191.  Ye  knowo  eek  how  that  al  nay  kin  is 
here, 

Bat-if  that  onliche  it  my  fader  be ; 
And  eek  myn  othere  thinges  alle  y-fere, 
And  nameliche,  my  dere  herte,  ye, 
Whom  that  I  nolde  leven  for  to  see    1335 
For  al  this  world,  as  wyd  as  it  hath  space ; 
Or  elles,  see  ich  never  Joves  ta/oe  I 

192.  Why  trowe  ye  my  fader  in  this  wyse 
Goveiteth  so  to  see  me,  bat  for  drede  1339 
Lest  in  this  tonn  that  folkes  me  dispyse 
Qy-canae  of  him,  for  his  unhappy  dede  ? 
What  woot  my  fiMler  what  lyf  that  I  lede? 
For  if  he  wiste  in  Tn^e  how  wel  I  fare, 
Us  neded  for  my  wending  nonght  to  care. 

103L  Te  seen  that  every  day  eek,  more 
and  more,  1345 

Men  trete  of  pees  ;  and  it  sapposed  is, 
That  men  the  qnene  Elesme  shal  restore, 
And  Grekes  ns  restore  that  is  mis. 
So  thongh  ther  nere  comfort  noon  bat 
this,  1349 

That  men  ptirposen  pees  on  every  syde, 
Ye  may  the  bettre  at  ese  of  herte  abyde. 

I9i.  For  if  that  it  be  pees,  myn  herte 

dere. 
The  natnre  of  the  pees  mot  nedes  dz3rve 
Ihat  men  moete  entreoomnnen  y*fere, 
And  to  and  fro  eek  ryde  and  gon  as  blyve 
Alday  as  thikke  as  been  flan  from  an 

hyve;  1356 

And  eveiy  wight  ban  libertee  to  bleve 
Wher-as  him  list  the  bet,  with-onten  leve. 

196.  And  thoogh  so  be  that  pees  ther  may 

be  noon, 
Yet  hider,  though  ther  never  pees  ne 

were,  1360 

I  moste  come ;  for  whider  sholde  I  goon, 
Or  how  mischaunce  sholde  I  dwelle  there 
Among  tho  men  of  armes  ever  in  fere  ? 
For  which,  as  wisly  god  my  Boule  rede, 
I  can  not  seen  wher-of  ye  sholden  drcde. 

198.  Have  here  another  wsy,  if  it  so  be 
That  al  this  thing  ne  may  yow  not  snfiyse. 


My  fader,  as  ye  knowen  wel,  pardee, 

Is  old,  and  elde  is  fxd  of  coveityse. 

And  I  light  now  have  founden  al  the 

gysa,  >37o 

With-oute  net,  wher-with    I    shal  him 

hente; 
And  herkeneth   how,   if  that  ye  wole 

assente. 

197.  Lo,  Troilus,  men  seyn  that  hard  it  is 
The  woLP  ful,  and  the  wether  hool  to  have ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  that  men  ftil  ofte,  y-wis, 
Mot  spenden  part,  the  remenaunt  for  to 

save.  1376 

For  ay  with  gold  men  may  the  herte 

grave 
Of  him  that  set  is  up-on  coveityse ; 
And  how  I  mene,  I  shal  it  3row  devyie. 

198.  The  moeble  which  that  I  have  in 
this  tonn  1380 

Un-to  my  fader  shal  I  take,  and  seye, 
Tlxat  right  for  trust  and  for  savaoioun 
It  sent  is  from  a  freend  of  his  or  tweye, 
The  whiohe  freendes  ferventliche  him 

preye 
To  senden  after  more,  and  that  in  hye, 
Whyl  that  tlus  toon  stant  thus  in  ju- 

partye.  1386 

199.  And    that    shal    been    an    huge 
qnantitee, 

Thus  shal  I  seyn,  but,  lest  it  folk  aspyde. 
This  may  be  sent  by  no  wight  but  by  me ; 
I  shal  e^  shewen  him,  if  pees  bityde,  1390 
What  frvndes  that  ich  have  on  every  syde 
Toward  the  court,  to  doon  the  wrathe 

pace 
Of  Priamus,  and  doon  him  stonde  in 

grace. 

200.  So,  what  for  o  thing  and  for  other, 
swete, 

I  shal  him  so  enchaunten  with  my  sawes, 
That  right  in  hevene  his  sowle  is,  shal  he 

mete !  1396 

For  al  AppoUo,  or  his  olerkes  lawes. 
Or    calculinge    avayleth    nought   three 

hawes ; 
Desyr  of  gold  shal  so  his  sowle  blende, 
That,  as  me  lyst,  I  shal  wel  make  an 

ende.  1400 
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SOI.  And  if  he  wolde  ought  by  hiB  sort  it 

prove 
If  that  I  lye,  in  certayn  I  shal  fonde 
DiBtorben  him,  and  plakke  him  by  the 

sieve, 
Makinge  his  sort,  and  beren    him    on 

honde, 
He  hath  not  wel  the  goddes  nnderstonde. 
For  goddes  speken  in  amphibologyes,  1406 
And,  for  a  sooth,  they  tellen  twenty  lyes. 

202.  Eek  drede  fond  first  goddes,  I  snp« 

pose, 
Thus  shal  I  seyn,  and  that  his  ooward 

herte 
Made  him  amis  the  goddes  text  to  glose, 
Whan  he  for  ferde  out  of  his  Delphos 

sterte.  141 1 

And  bat  I  make  him  sone  to  converte. 
And  doon  my  reed  with-inne  a  day  or 

tweye, 
I  wol  to  yow  oblige  me  to  deye.* 

208.  And  treweliche,  as  writen  wel  I  flnde, 
That  al  this  thing  was  seyd  of  good  en- 
tente ;  1416 
And  that  hir  herte  trewe  was  and  kinde 
Towardes  him,   and  spak  right  as  she 

mente. 
And  that  she  starf  for  wo  neigh,  whan 

she  wente, 
And  was  in  pnrpos  ever  to  be  trewe ;  1420 
Thus  writen  they  that   of  hir  werkes 
knewe. 

204.  This  TroUtui,  with  herte  and  eres 
spradde, 

Herde  al  this  thing  devysen  to  and  fro ; 
And  verraylich  him  semed  that  he  hadde 
The  solve  wit ;  bnt  yet  to  lete  hir  go  1425 
His  herte  misforyaf  him  ever-mo. 
Bat  fjmally,  he  gan  his  herte  wreste 
To  trasten  hir,  and  took  it  for  the  beste. 

205.  For  which  the  grete  fdrie  of  his 
penaonce 

Was  qaejrnt  with  hope,  and  ther-with 
hem  bitwene  1430 

Bigan  for  joye  the  amoronse  dannce. 

And  as  the  briddes,  whan  the  sonne  is 
shene, 

Delyten  in  hir  song  in  leves  grene. 


Bight  so  the  wordes   that   they  spake 

y-fere 
Delyted  hem,  and  made  hir  hertes  olore. 

206.  Bnt  natheles,  the  wending  of  Gri- 
seyde,  i43<^ 

For  al  this  world,  may  nonght  ont  of  his 

minde ; 
For  which  fdl  ofte  he  pitoosly  hirpreyde, 
That  of  hir  heste  he  might  hir  trewe 

finde.  1439 

And  seyde  hir,  *  certes,  if  ye  be  nnkinde, 
And  bat  ye  come  at  day  set  in-to  Troye, 
Ne  shal  I  never  have  hole,  honour,  ne 

jpye. 

207.  For  al-so  sooth  as  sonne  np-rist  on 
morwe. 

And,    god !    so   wisly  thoa    me,    wofnl 
wrecche,  1444 

To  reste  bringe  oat  of  this  crael  sorwe, 
I  wol  my-selven  slee  if  that  ye  drecohe. 
Bat  of  my  deeth  though  litel  be  to  reoche, 
Yet,  er  that  ye  me  cause  so  to  smerie, 
Dwel  rather  here,  myn  owene  swete  herte ! 

208.  For  trewely,  myn  owene  lady  dere, 
Tho  sleightes  yet  that  I  have  herd  yow 

store  1451 

Ful  shaply  been  to  fulen  alle  y-fere. 
For  thus  men  86301,  "  that  oon  thenketh 

the  here, 
But  al  another  thenketh  his  ledere." 
Your  sire  is  wys,  and  seyd  is,  out  of  drede, 
"  Men  may  the  wyse  at-renne,  and  not  at- 

rede."  1456 

200.  It  is  fta  hard  to  halten  unespyed 
Bifore  a  orepul,  for  he  oan  the  craft ; 
Your  fader  is  in  sleighte  as  Aligns  y6d ; 
For  al  be  that  his  moeble  is  him  biraft, 
His  olde  sleighte  is  yet  so  with  him  laft, 
Ye  shal  not  blende  him  for  your  woman- 
hede,  1462 

Ne  feyne  a-right,  and  that  is  al  my  drede. 

210.  I  noot  if  pees  shal  ever-mo  bityde ; 
But,  pees  or  no,  for  emest  ne  for  game, 
I  woot,  sin  Calkas  on  the  Grekes  syde 
Hath  ones  been,  and  lost  so  foole  his 

1467 
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He  dar  no  more  oome  here  ayein  for 

shame; 
For  which  that  weyOi  for  oaght  I  can 

espy©, 
To  tmsten  on,  nis  bat  a  fanta^ye.        1470 

211.  Ye  ahal  eek  seen,  your  fitder  sbal 

3rowglo«e 
To  been  a  wyf,  and  as  he  can  wel  pxeche, 
He  shal  aom  Ghreek  so  preyse  and  wel 

aloee, 
That  ravisidien  he  shal  yow  with    his 

speehe,  1474 

Or  do  yow  doon  by  force  as  he  shal  teche. 
And  Tivilns,  of  whom  ye  nil  han  ronthe, 
Shal  canseles  so  sterren  in  his  tronthe  ! 

219l  And  over  al  this,  yoor  fader  shal 

despyse 
Us  aUe,  and  soyn  this  citee  nis  bat  lorn ; 
And  that  th^assege  never  shal  aryse,  1480 
For-why  the  Orekes  han  it  alle  sworn 
Til  we  be  dayn,  and  doan  onr  walles  torn. 
And  thos  he  shal  yon  with  his  wordes 


fere, 
That  ay  drede  I,  that  ye  wol  bleve  there. 

213.  Te  shal  eek  seen  so  many  a  losty 
knight  1485 

A-mong  the  Grekes,  fnl  of  worthinesse, 
And  eche  of  hem  with  herte,  wit,  and 

might 
To  plesen  yow  don  al  his  besinesse, 
That  ye  shal  dallen  of  the  radenesse 
Of  as  sely  Trojanes,  bat-if  ronthe        1490 
Bemorde  yow,  or  vertae  of  yoor  tronthe. 

211.  And  this  to  me  so  grevoas  is  to 

thinke, 
That  tro  my  brest  it  wol  my  scale  rende ; 
Ne  dredeles,  in  mo  ther  may  not  sinko 
A  good  opinioan,  if  that  ye  wende ;    1495 
For-why  yoor  faderes  sleighte  wol   as 

shende. 
And  if  ye  goon,  as  I  have  told  yow  yore. 
So  thenk  I  nam  bat  deed,  with-oate  more. 

215.  For  which,  with  homble,  trewe,  and 
intoas  herte,  1499 

A  thoaaand  tymes  mercy  I  yow  preye ; 
So  reweth  on  myn  aspre  pesmes  smorto, 


And  doth  somwhat,  as  that  I  shal  yow 

seye, 
And  hkt  as  stele  away  bitwize  as  tweye ; 
And  thenk  that  folye  is,  whan  man  may 

ehese,  1504 

For  accident  his  sabstaonoe  ay  to  leae. 

216.  I  mene  this,  that  sin  we  mowe  er 
day 

Wel  stele  away,  and  been  to-gider  so, 
What  wit  were  it  to  patten  in  assay. 
In  cas  ye  sholden  to  yoar  fader  go. 
If  that  ye  mighte  come  ayein  or  no  ?  1510 
Thos  mene  I,  that  it  were  a  gret  folye 
To  patte  that  sikemesse  in  japartye. 

217.  And  volgarly  to  spoken  of  sabstannce 
Of  tresoar,  may  we  bothe  with  as  lede 
T-nongh  to  live  in  honour  and  plesaance. 
Til  in-to  tsrme  that  we  shul  ben  dede  ; 
And   thus   wo    may   eschewen    al    this 

drede. 
For  everich  other  wey  yo  can  recorde. 
Myn    herte,  y-wis,  may  not    ther-with 

acorde.  151Q 

218.  And  hardily,  no  drodeth  no  poverte, 
For  I  have  kin  and  freendes  elles-where 
That,  thoogh  we  comen  in  onr  bare  sherte. 
Us  sholde  neither  lakko  gold  no  gere. 
Bat  been  honoared  whyl   we    dwelten 

there.  1534 

And  go  we  anoon,  for,  as  in  myn  enteiito. 
This  is  the  beste,  if  that  ye  wole  assente. ' 

219.  Criseyde,  with  a  syk,  right  in  this 
wyse  1527 

Answorde,  •  y-wis,  my  dere  herte  trewp, 
We  may  wel  stele  away,  as  ye  devyso, 
And  flnde  swiche  anthrifty  weyes  newo ; 
Bat  afterward,  fol  sore  it  wol  as  rewc. 
And  help  me  god  so  at  my  moste  node 
As  caaseles  y 0  saffron  al  this  drede ! 

220.  Forthilkedaythatlforcherisshii^e 
Or  drede  of  fader,  or  of  other  wight,  1535 
Or  for  estat,  delyt,  or  for  weddinge 

Be  fals  to  yow,  my  TroUas,  my  knight. 
Satnmes  dooghtor,  Juno,  thorngh  hir 

might, 
As  wood  as  Athamante  do  mo  dwelle 
Etomaly  in  Stix,  the  pat  of  belle !     1540 
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221.  And  tliifl  on  every  god  celestial 

I  swere  it  yow,  and  eek  on  eche  goddeflse, 
On  eveiy  Nymphe  and  deite  infernal^ 
On  Satiry  and  Fanny  more  and  lesse, 
That  halve  goddes  been  of  wildemeiHe ; 
And  Attropos  my  threed  of  lyf  to-hreste 
If  I  be  £bJs  ;  now  trowe  me  if  thow  leste  ! 

222.  And  thon,  Simoys,  that  as  an  arwe 
dere  1548 

Thorogh  Troye  rennest  ay  downward  to 

the  see, 
Ber  witnesse  of  this  word  that  seyd  is 

here,  1550 

That  thilke  day  that  ich  nntrewe  be 
To  Troilns,  mjm  owene  herte  free, 
That  thou  retome  bakwarde  to  thy  welle. 
And  I  with  body  and  sonle  sinke  in  helle ! 

228.  Bnt  that  ye  speke,  awey  thus  for 

to  go  1555 

And  leten  alle  yonr  fVeendes,  god  for- 

bede, 
For  any  womman,  that  ye  sholden  so, 
And  namely,  sin  Troye  hath  now  swich 

nede 
Of  help  ;  and  eek  of  o  thing  .taketh  hede, 
If  this  were  wist,  my  lif  laye  in  balaunce, 
And  your  hononr ;  god  shilde  tis  fro  mis- 

chaonce !  1561 

224.  And  if  so  be  that  pees  her-after  take, 
As  alday  happeth,  after  anger,  game. 
Why,  lord  I  the  sorwe  and  wo  ye  wolden 

make,  1564 

That  ye  ne  dorste  oome  ayein  for  shame  ! 
And  er  that  ye  japarten  so  yonr  name, 
Beth  nought  to  hasty  in  this  hote  fare  ; 
For  hasty  man  ne  wanteth  never  care. 

225.  What  trowe  ye  the  peple  eek  al 
aboute  1569 

Wolde  of  it  seye  ?  It  is  fdl  light  to  arede. 
They  wolden  seye,  and  swere  it,  out  of 

donte. 
That  love  ne  droof  yow  nought  to  doon 

thisdede, 
Bnt  lost  voluptuoos  and  coward  drede. 
Thns  were  al  lost,  y-wis,  myn  herte  dere, 
Yonr  hononr,  which  that  nowshyneth  so 

dere.  1575 


226.  And  also  thenketh  on  myn  honestee. 
That  flonreth  yet,  how  fonle  I  sholde  it 

shende, 
And  with  what  filthe  it  spotted  sholde  be, 
If  in  this  forme  I  sholde  with  yow  wende. 
Xe  though  I  livedo  un-to  Uie  worldes 

ende,  1580 

My    name   sholde   I   never  ayeinward 

winne ; 
Thus  were  I  lost,  and  that  were  routhe 

andsinne. 

227.  And  for-thy  slee  with  reson  al  this 
hete; 

Men  seyn,  "the  snffiraunt  overoometh,*' 

pardee; 
Eek  "  who-eo  wol  han  leef,  he  leef  mot 

lete;"  1585 

Thus  maketh  vertue  of  necessitee 
By  paoienoe,  and  thenk  that  lord  is  he 
Of  fortune  ay,  that  nought  wol  of  hir 

recche; 
And  she  ne  daunteth  no  wight  bat  a 

wreoohe. 

22a  And  tmsteth  this,  that  certes,  herte 
swete,  1590 

Er  Phebtts  soster,  Ludna  the  shene, 
The  Leoun  passe  out  of  t^is  Ariete, 
I  wol  ben  here,  with-outen  «my  wene. 
I  mene,  as  hdpe  me  Juno,  hevenes  queue, 
The  tenthe  day,  but-if  that  deeth  me 
assayle,  1595 

I  wol  yow  seen,  with-outen  any  finyla' 

229.  *And  now,  so  this  be  sooth,*  quod 

Troilns, 
'  I  shal  wd  suffire  un-to  the  tenthe  day, 
Sin  that  I  see  that  nede  it  moot  be  thus. 
But,  for  the  love  of  god,  if  it  be  may,  1600 
So  lat  us  stele  prively  away ; 
For  ever  in  oon,  as  for  to  live  in  reste, 
Myn  herte  seyth  that  it  wol  been  the 

beste.' 

280.  '  0  mercy,  god,  what  lyf  is  this?* 
quod  she ;  1604 

*  Alias,  ye  dee  me  thus  for  verray  tene ! 
I  see  wel  now  that  ye  mistrusten  me ; 
For  by  your  wordes  it  is  wd  y-sene. 
Now,  for  the  love  of  Cynthia  the  shene, 
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Mistnut  me  not  thus  canmles,  for  roathe ; 

Sin  to  be  trewe  I  ha^e  yow  plight  my 

troathe.  1610 

281.  And  thenketh  wel,  that  Bom  tyme  it 
isTdt 

To  Bpende  a  tyme,  a  tyme  for  to  wixine ; 
Ke,  pordee,  lorn  am  I  nought  fro  yow  yit, 
Though    that   we   been    a   day  or  two 

a-twinne. 
Dryf  oat  the  fanta^yeeyow  with-inne ;  1615 
And  tmsteth  me,  and  leveth  eek  yonr 

■orwe, 
Or  here  my  troathe,  I  wol  not  live  til 

morwe. 

282.  For  if  ye  wiste  how  sore  it  doth  me 
Bmerte, 

Ye  wolde  cease  of  this ;  for  god,   thoa 


The  pure  spirit  wepethin  mynherte,  1620 
To  see  yow  wepen  that  I  love  most, 
And  that  I  moot  gon  to  the  Orekes  ost 
Te,  nere  it  that  I  wiste  remedye 
To  eome  ayein,  right  here  I  wolde  dye ! 

233.  But  certes,  I  am  not  sonyoe  a  wight 
That  I  ne  can  imaginen  a  way  1626 
To  eome  ayein  that  day  that  I  have  hight. 
For  who  may  holde  thing  that  wol  a-way  ? 
My  fkder  non^t,  for  al  his  qaeynte  pley. 
And  by  my  thrift,  my  wending  oat  of 

Tpoye  1630 

Another  day  shal  tome  as  alle  to  joye. 

234.  For-thy,  with  al  myn  herte  I  yow 
beseke, 

If  that  yow  list  don  ooght  for  my  preyere, 
And  for  the  lore  which  that  I  love  3row 

eke, 
That  er  that  I  departe  fro  yow  here,    1655 
That  of  so  good  a  comfort  and  a  chere 
I  may  jon  seen,  that  ye  may  bringe  at 

reste 
ICyn  herte,  which  that  is  at  point  to 

breste. 

286.  And  over  al  this,  I  pray  yow,*  qaod 
she  tho,  1639 

*  Myn  owene  hertes  soothfast  soi&saance. 
Sin  I  am  thyn  al  hool,  with-oaten  mo. 
That  whyl  that  I  am  absent,  no  plesaance 


Of  othere  do  me  firo  yoor  remembraonce. 
For  I  am  ever  a-gast,  for-why  men  rede, 
That  "  love  is  thing  ay  ftd  of  bisy  drede." 

286.  For  in  this  world  ther  liveth  lady 
noon,  1646 

If  that  ye  were  nntrewo,  as  god  defende ! 
That  so  bitraysed  were  or  wo  bigoon 
As  I,  that  alle  troathe  in  yow  entende. 
And  donteles,  if  that  ich  other  wende, 
I  nere  bnt  deed  ;  and  er  ye  cause  flnde, 
For  goddes  love,  so  beth  me  not   nn- 
kinde.' 

287.  To  this  answerde  Troilas  and  seyde, 
*Now  god,  to  whom  ther  nis  no  cause 

y-wrye,  1654 

Me  glade,  as  wis  I  never  nn-to  Criseyde, 
Sin  thilke  day  I  saw  hir  first  with  y6, 
Was  fals,  ne  never  shal  til  that  I  dya 
At  shorte  wordes,  wel  ye  may  me  leve ; 
I  can  no  more,  it  shal  be  fonnde  at  preve.* 

288.  *  Graant  mercy,  goode  myn,  y-wis,' 
qnod  she,  i6<5o 

'  And  blisftil  Yenas  lat  me  never  sterve 
Er  I  may  stonde  of  plesaance  in  degree 
To  qnyte  him  wel,  that  so  wel  can  deserve; 
And  whyl  that  god  my  wit  wol  me  con- 


I  shal  so  doon,  so  trewe  I  have  yow 

fonnde,  1665 

That  ay  honour  to  me-ward  shal  rebounde. 

289.  For  trusteth  wel,  that  your  estat 

royal 
Ne  veyn  delyt,  nor  only  worthinesse 
Of  yow  in  werre,  or  tomey  marcial,  1669 
Ne  pompe,  array,  nobley,  or  eek  richesse, 
Ne  made  me  to  rewe  on  your  distresse ; 
But  moral  vertue,  grounded  upon  troathe, 
That  was  the  cause  I  first  hadde  on  yow 

routhe! 

240.  Eek  gentil  herte  and  manhod  that  ye 

hadde, 
And  that  ye  hadde,  as  me  thoaghte,  in 

despyt  1675 

Every  thing  that  souned  in-to  badde, 
As  rudenesse  and  poeplish  appetyt ; 
And  that  your  reson  biydled  your  delyt. 
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Tki«  made,  aboven  every  creaturOf 
That  I  was  yooTi  and  ahal,  whyl  I  may 
dure.  1680 

^1.  And  thJB  may  lengthe  of  yeres  not 

for-do, 
Ke  remoable  foittine  deface ; 
Bat  Jappiter,  that  of  his  might  may  do 
The  sorwful  to  be  glad,  so  yeve  us  gracoi 
Er  nightes  ten,  to  meten  in  this  phuse, 
So  that  it  may  yonr  herte  and  myn  saf- 

fyse;  1686 

And  fareth  now  wel,  for  tyme  is  that  ye 

ryse.' 

242.  And  after  that  they  longe  y-pleyned 

hadde, 
And  ofbe  y-kist  and  streite  in  armes  folde, 
The    day   gan    ryse,    and    Troilns   him 

cUdde,  1690 


And  rewftilliohe  his  lady  gan  biholde, 
As  he  that  felte  dethes  cares  oolde. 
And  to  hir  grace  he  gan  him  reoomamide ; 
Wher  him  was  wo,  this  holde  I  no  d&> 
maiinde.  1694 

248.  For  mannes  heed  imaginen  ne  can, 
Ne    entendement    oonsidere,    ne    tonge 

teUe 
The  cruel  peynes  of  this  sorwAU  man, 
That    passen    every    torment    doun    in 

helle.  1698 

For  whan  he  saugh  that  she  ne  mighte 

dwelle, 
Which  that  his  soule  out  of  his  herte 

rente, 
With-outen  more,  oat  of  the  chaumbre 

he  wente.  1701 

Explicit  Liber  Quartna. 


BOOK  V. 


Inciplt  Liber  Quintus. 

1.  Aproohen  gan  the  feirtal  destinee 
That  Joves  hath  in  disposicioun, 

And  to  yow,  angiy  Parcas,  sustren  three, 
Committeth,  to  don  execucioun  ; 
For  which  Griseyde  moste  out   of  the 
toun,  5 

And  Troilus  shal  dwelle  forth  in  pyne 
Til  Laohesis  his  threed  no  lenger  twjme. — 

2.  The  golden-tressed  Fhebus  heighe  on- 

lofle 
Thryfls  hadde  alle  with  his  hemes  shene 
The  snowes  molte,and  Zephirus  as  ofbe  lo 
Y-brought  ayein  the  tendro  leves  grene, 
Bin  that  the  sone  of  Ecuba  the  queue 
Bigan  to  love  hir  first,  for  whom  his  sorwe 
Was  al,  that  she  departe  sholde  a-morwe. 

3.  Ful  redy  was  at  piyme  Dswmede,       15 
Oriseyde  un>to  the  Grekes  ost  to  ledo, 
For  sorwe  of  which  she   felte  hir  herte 

blede, 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  best  to  rede. 
And  trewely,  as  men  in  bokes  rede, 


Men  Mriste  never  womman  han  the  care,  ao 
Ne  was  so  looth  out  of  a  toun  to  &re. 

4.  This  Troilus,  with-outen  reed  or  lore. 
As  man  that  hath  his  joyes  eok  forlore. 
Was  waytinge  on  his  lady  ever-more 

Ab  she  that  was  the  soothfast  crop  and 
more  25 

Of  al  his  lust,  or  joyes  here-tofor& 
But  Troilus,  now  farewel  al  thy  joye. 
For    shaltow    never    seen    hir    eft    iu 
Troye! 

5.  Soth  is,  that  whyl  he  bood  in  this 

manere. 
He  gan  his  wo  ful  manly  for  to  hyde,    50 
That  wel  unnethe  it  seen  was  in   his 

chore ; 
But  at  the  yate  ther  she  sholde  oute 

lyde 
With  certe3m  folk,  he  hoved  hir  t^abyde, 
So  wo  bigoon,  al  wolde  he  nought  him 

pleyne, 
That  on  his  hon  unnethe  he  sat   for 

peyne,  35 
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e.  For  ire  be  qnook^  so  gan  Ids  herte 

gnawe. 
Whan  l>iomede  on  hone  gan  him  dxesse, 
And  s^de  nn>to  him-eelf  this  ilke  sawe, 
*•  Alias/  quod  he,  *  thus  foal  a  wrecehed- 

Why  snffie  ioh  it,  why  nil  ich  it  re- 
dresse?  40 

Were  it  not  bet  at  ones  for  to  dye 
Than  ever-more  in  langour  thns  to  drye  f 

7.  Why  nil  I  make  at  ones  riche  and 

jxire 
To  have  y-nongh  to  doxie,  er  that  she  go  ? 
Why  nil  I  bringe  al  Troye  upon  a  rore?  45 
Why  nil  I  sleen  this  Diomede  also  ? 
Why  nil  I  rather  with  a  man  or  two 
Stele  hir  a-way  ?   Why  wol  I  this  endure? 
Why  nil  I  helpen  to  myn  owene  onre  ? ' 

8.  But  why  he  nolde  doon  so  fel  a  dede. 
That  shal  I  s^yn,  and  why  him  Uste  it 

•pare:  51 

He  hadde  in  herte  alwey  a  maner  drede, 
Lest  that  Crisctyde,  in  mmoar  of  this  fare, 
Sholde  han  ben  slayn ;  lo,  this  was  al  his 


And  eEes,  certeyn,  as  I  seyde  yore,        55 
He  hadde   it   doon,  with-outen  wordes 
mora 

9.  Criseyde,  whan  she  redy  was  to  ryde, 
Fal    sorwfrilly   she    sighte,    and    seyde 

*allas!' 
Bat  forth  she  moot,  for  ought  that  may 

bityde, 
And  forth  she  rit  ftd  sorwAilly  a  pas.    60 
Ther  nis  non  other  remedie  in  this  cas. 
What  wonder  is  thoogh  that  hir  sore 

smerte, 
Whan  she  fbrgoth  hir  owene  swete  herte  ? 

10.  This  Troilos,  in  wyse  of  corteisye. 
With  haoke  on  bond,  and  with  an  hoge 

route  65 

Of  knightes,  rood  and  dide  hir  oompanye, 
Pasainge  al  the  valey  fer  with-oate. 
And  ftrther   wolde   han  riden,  oat  of 

doote, 
Fol  fiiyn,  and  wo  was  him  to  goon  so 

sone; 
Bat  tome  he  moete,  and  it  was  eek  to 

dona.  70 


11.  And  right  with  that  was  Antenor 
y-oome 

Oat  of  the  Orekes  est,  and  eveiy  wight 
Was  of  it  glad,  and  seyde  he  was  wel- 
come. 
And  Troilos,  al  nere  his  herte  light, 
He  peyned  him  with  al  his  ftdle  might  75 
Him  to  with-holde  of  wepinge  at  the 

leete. 
And  Antenor  he  kiste,  and  made  feste. 

12.  And  ther-with-al  he  moete  his  leve 
take, 

And  caste  his  eye  upon  hir  pitonsly. 
And  neer  he  rood,  his  caose  for  to  make, 
To  take  hir  by  the  honde  al  sobrely.       81 
And  lord  !  so  she  gan  wepen  tendrely ! 
And  he  ftd  softe  and  sleighly  gan  hir 

■eye, 
*  Now  hold  yoor  day,  and  dooth  me  not  to 

deye.* 

18.  With  that   his   coarser   tomed    he 
a-boate  85 

With  face  pale,  and  an-to  Diomede 
No  word  he  spak,  ne  noon  of  al  his  route ; 
Of  which  the  sone  of  Tydeus  took  hede, 
As  he  that  coude  more  than  the  crede 
In  swich  a  craft,  and  by  the  reyne  hir 
hente ;  90 

And  Troilus  to  Troye  horn  warde  he  wente. 

14.  This  Biomede,  that  ladde  hir  by  the 
brydel. 

Whan  that  he  saw  the  folk  of  Troye 

aweye, 
Thoughte,  *al  my  labour  shal  not  been 

on  ydel. 
If  that  I  may,  for  somwhat  shal  I  seye.  95 
For  at  the  worste  it  may  yet  shorte  our 

w^a 
I  have  herd  seyd,  eek  tymee  twyfis  twelve, 
"He   is  a  fool  that  wol  for-yete  him- 

selve." ' 

15.  Bat  natheles  this  thoughte  he  wel 
ynough, 

'That  oertaynly  I  am  aboate  nought     100 
If  that  I  speke  of  love,  or  make  it  tough ; 
For  douteles,  if  she  have  in  hir  thought 
Him   that   I   gesse,   he   may  not  been 
y-brought 
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So  8one  awey  f  bnt  I  shal  finde  a  mene, 
That  she  not  wite  as  yet  shal  what  I 
mene.'  105 

16.  This  Diomede,  as  he  that  coade  his 
good, 

Whan  this  was  doon,  gan  fallen  forth  in 

speche 
Of  this  and  that,  and  asked  why  she 

stood 
In  swich  disese,  and  gan  hir  eek  biseohe, 
That  if  that  he  encrese  mighte  or  eche  no 
With  any  thing  hir  ese,  that  she  aholde 
Comaonde  it  him,  and  seyde  he  doon  it 

wolde. 

17.  For  trewely  ho  swoor  hir,  as  a  knight, 
That   ther   nas  thing  with  whiohe  he 

mighte  hir  plese, 
That  he  nolde  doon  his  peyne  and  al  his 

might  115 

To  doon  it,  for  to  doon  hir  herte  an  ese. 
And  pr^ede  hir,  she  wolde  hir  sorwe 

apese. 
And  seyde,  'y-wis,  wo  Grekes  con  have 

joye 
To  honouren  yow,  as  wel  as  folk  of  Troye.' 

18.  He  seyde    eek    thns,    *I    woot,  yow 
thinketh  strannge,  lao 

No  wondor  is,  for  it  is  to  yow  newe, 
Th'aqneintannce    of   these    Tiojanes   to 

channge. 
For  folk  of  Grece,  that  ye  never  knewe. 
Bnt  wolde  never  god  but-if  as  trewe 
A  Greek  ye  shnlde  among  ns  alle  finde  125 
As  any  Trojan  is,  and  eek  as  kinde. 

19.  And  by  the  cause  I  swoor  yow  right, 
lo,  now, 

To  been  yonr  freend,  and  helply,  to  my 

might, 
Ahd  for  that  more  aoqneintannce  eek  of 

yow 
Have  ich  had  than  another  strannger 

wight,  150 

So  fro  this  forth  I  pray  yow,  day  and 

night, 
Comanndeth  me,  how  sore  that  me  smerte, 
To  doon  al  that  may  lyke  nn-to  yonr 

herte; 


20.  And  that  ye  me  wolde  as  yonr  brother 
trete, 

And  taketh  not  my  frendship  in  despyt ; 
And  thongh  your  sorwes  be  for  thinges 

grete,  '  136 

Noot  I  not  why,  but  out  of  more  respyt, 
Myn  herte  hath  for  to  amende  it  greet 

delyt. 
And  if  I  may  your  harmes  not  redresse, 
I  am  right  sory  for  your  hevinesse.       140 

21.  And    though    ye   Trojans   with    xt» 
Grekes  wrothe 

Han  many  a  day  be,  alw^  yet,  pardee, 
-O  god  of  love  in  sooth  we  serven  bothe. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  my  lady  free. 
Whom  so  ye  hate,  as  both  not  wroth  with 

me.  145 

For  trowely,  ther    can    no  wight   yow 

serve, 
That  half  so  looth  your  wraththe  wolde 

deserve. 

22.  And  nere  it  that  we  been  so  neigh  the 
tente 

Of  Calkas,  which   that   seen   us  bothe 

may, 
I  wolde  of  this  yow  teUe  al  myn  entente ; 
But  this  enseled  til  another  day.  151 

Yeve  me  your  hond,  I  am,  and  shal  ben 

Gtod  help  me  so,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

dure. 
Tour  owene  aboven  every  creature. 

28.  Thus  seyde  I  never  er  now  to  womman 
bom;  155 

For  god  myn  herte  as  wisly  gladeso, 
I  lovede  never  womman  here-bifom 
As  paramours,  ne  never  shal  no  mo. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  beth  not  my  fo ; 
Al  can  I  not  to  yow,  my  lady  dere,       160 
Compleyne  aright,  for  I  am  yet  to  lore. 

24.  And  wondreth  not,  myn  owene  lady 

bright, 
Though  that  I  speke  of  love  to  you  thus 

blyve; 
For  I  have  herd  or  this  of  many  a  wight, 
Hath  loved   thing  he  never  saugh  his 

lyve.  165 

Eek  I  am  not  of  power  for  to  stiyve 
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Ayens  the  god  of  lore,  but  him  obeye 
I  wol  alwey,  and  meorcy  I  yow  pr^e. 

25.  Ther  been  so  worthy  knightes  in  this 
phkoe,  169 

And  ye  so  fair,  that  everich  of  hem  alle 
Wol  peynen  him  to  stonden  in  yonr  grace. 
But  noighte  me  so  £ur  a  grace  falle, 
That  ye  me  for  yoor  servannt  wolde  ccJle, 
So  lowly  ne  so  trewely  yon  serve 
Kxlnoonofhem,  asIshalftUIsterve.'  175 

26.  Criseide  nn-to  that  purpos  lyte  an- 
swerde, 

As  she  that  was  with  sorwe  oppressed  so 
That,  in  effect,  she  nought  his  tales  herde, 
But  here  and  there,  now  here  a  word  or 

two. 
Hir  thoughte  hir   sorwftil    herte    brast 

»-two.  180 

For  whan  she  gan  hir  fader  fer  aspye, 
Wei  neigh  doun  of  hir  hors  she  gan  to 

eye, 

27.  But  natheles  she  thonked  Diomede 
Of  al  his  travaile,  and  his  goods  chere, 
And  that  him  liste  his  friendship  hir  to 

bede;  185 

And  she  aooepteth  it  in  good  manere, 
And  wolde  do  &yn  that  is  him  leef  and 

dere; 
And  tmsten  him  she  wolde,  and  wel  she 

xoighte, 
As  seyde  she,  and   from    hir  horS  she 

alighte. 

28L  Hir  fader  hath  hir  in  his  acmes  nome, 
And  twej^ty  tyme  he  kiste  his  doughter 

swete^  191 

And  aoyde,  *  O  dere  doughter  myn,  w^- 

oome!' 
She  seyde  eek,  she  was  iayn  with  him  to 

mete, 
And  stood  forth  mewet,  mildfi,  and  man- 

snete. 
But  here  I  leve  hir  with  hir  fader  dwelle, 
And  forth  I  wol  of  TroHus  yow  telle.     1 96 

2d.  To  Troye  is  come  this  wofU  Troilus. 
Tn  sorwe  aboven  olle  sorwes  smerte, 
With  felon  look,  and  &ce  dispitous. 


Tho   Bodeinly    doun    from    his  hors  he 

sterte,  aoo 

And  thomgh  his  paleys,  with  a  swollen 

herte, 
To  ohambre  he  wente  ;  of  no-thing  took 

he  hede, 
Ne  noon  to  him  dar  speke  a  word  for 

drede. 

SO.  And  there  his  sorwes  that  he  spared 

hadde 
He  yaf  an  issue  laige,  and  '  deeth  I '  he 

cryde ;  ao5 

And  in  his  throwes  frenetyk  and  madde 
He  cursed  Jove,  Appollo,  and  eek  Cupyde, 
He  cursed  Geres,  Bacus,  and  Cipryde, 
His  burthe,  him-self,  his  fate,  and  eek 

nature, 
And,  save  his  lady,  eyery  creature.       310 

81.  To  bedde  he  goth,  and  weyleth  there 
and  torneth 

In  furie,  as  dooth  he,  Ixion,  in  helle ; 
And  in  this  wyse  he  neigh  til  day  so- 

jometh. 
But  tho  bigan  his  herte  a  lyte  unswelle 
Thorugh  teres  which  tha^  gonnen  up  to 

welle ;  215 

And  pitously  he  cryde  up-on  Criseyde, 
And  to  him-self  right  thus  he  spak,  and 

seyde : — 

82.  *  Wher  is  myn  owene  lady  lief  and 
dere, 

Wher  is  hir  whyte   brest,  wher   is  it, 

where? 
Wher  been  hir  armes  and  hir  eyen  clere, 
That    yesternight   this    tyme    with    me 

were  ?  aai 

Now  may  I  wepe  allone  many  a  tere. 
And  graspe  aboute  I  may,  but  in  this 

place. 
Save  a  pilowe,  I  finde  nought  t'enbrace. 

88.  How  shal  I  do  ?    Whan  shal  she  com 
ayeyn?  225 

I  noot,  alias  !  why  leet  ich  hir  to  go  ? 
As  wolde  god,  ich  hadde  as  tho  be  sleyn  f 
O  herte  myn,  Criseyde,  O  swete  fo  ! 
O  lady  myn,  that  I  love  and  no  mo !     339 
To  whom  for  ever-mo  myn  herte  I  dowe  ; 
See  how  I  deye,  ye  nil  me  not  resoowe  ! 
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84L  Who  seeth  yow  now,  my  righte  lode- 

Bterre? 
Who  Bit  right  now   or   stant    in    your 

presence? 
Who  can   conforten    now   yoor   hertes 

werre? 
Now  I  am  gon,  whom  yeve  ye  aadience  ? 
Who  speketh  for  me  right  now  in  myn 

absence  ?  236 

Alias,  no  wight ;  and  that  is  al  my  care ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  as  yvel  as  I  ye  fare. 

85.  How  shnlde    I    thus   ten  dayes  fdl 
endure, 

Whan  I  the  firste    night    have  al  this 

tene  ?  240 

How  shal  she  doon  eek,  sorwfnl  oreatare? 
For  tendemesse,  bow  shal  she  this  sns- 

tene, 
Swioh  wo  for  me?    O  pitons,  pale,  and 

grene 
Shal  been  your  Aresshe  wommanliohe  face 
For   langonr,    er   ye   tome    on-to   this 

place.'  ^45 

86.  And  whan  ho  fil  in  any  slomeringes, 
Anoon  biginne>he  sholde  for  to  grone. 
And  dremen  of  the  dredftilleste  thinges 
That  mighte  been;    as,  mete   he    were 

allone 
In  place  horrible,  makinge  ay  his  mone. 
Or  meten  that  he  was  amonges  alle      351 
His  enemys,  and  in  hir  hondes  falle. 

87.  And   ther-with-al    his   body   sholde 
storto, 

And  with  the  stert  al  sodeinliche  awake, 
And  Bwich  a  tremonr  fele    abonte    his 

herte,  255 

That  of  the  feer  his  body  sholde  quake  ; 
And    there-with-al   he    sholde    a   noyse 

make, 
And  seme  as  though  he  sholde  falle  depe 
From  heighe  a-lofte ;  and  than  he  wolde 

wepe, 

88.  And  rewen  on  him-self  so  pitously,  260 
That  wonder  was  to  here  his  fantasye. 
Another  tyme  he  sholde  mightily 
Conforte  hizn-self,  and  seyn  it  was  folye, 
So  causeles  swich  drede  for  to  drye, 


And  eft  bigione  his  aspre  sorwes  newe. 
That  eyery  man  mighte  on  his  sorwes 
rewe.  a6C 

89.  Who  coude  telle  aright  or  ful  di»- 

cryve 
His  wo,  his  pleiynte,  his  langonr,  and  his 

pyne  ? 
Nought  al  the  men  that  han  or  been  on- 

lyve. 
Thou,   redere,    mayst    thy-self    ful    wel 

devyne  370 

That  swioh  a  wo  my  wit  can  not  deiyne. 
On  ydel  for  to  wry  te  it  sholde  I  swinke, 
Whan  that  my  wit  is  weiy  it  to  thinke. 

40.  On  hevene  yet  the  sterree  were  sene, 
Al-though   fill    i>ale   y-waxen   was   the 

mone ;  375 

And  whyten  gan  the  orisonte  shene 
Al  estward,  as  it  woned  is  to  done. 
And  Phebus  with  his  ro^y  carte  sone 
Gkm  after  that  to  drease  him  up  to  faro. 
Whan  Troilus  hath  Bent  after  Pandare. 

41.  This  Pandare,  that  of  al  the  day 
bifom  381 

Ne  mighte  have  oomen  Troilus  to  see, 
Al-though  he  on  his  heed  it  hadde  y-swom. 
For  with  the  king  Pryam  fdday  was  he. 
So  that  it  lay  not  in  his  libertee  285 

No-wher  to  gon,  but  on  the  morwe  he 

wente 
To  Troilus,  whan  that  he  for  him  sente. 

42.  For  in  his  herte  he  ooude  wel  devyne, 
That  Troilus  al  night  for  sorwe  wook  ; 
And  that  he  wolde  telle  him  of  his  pyne. 
This  knew  he  wel   y-nougfa,  with-onte 

book.  391 

For  which  to  chaumfare  strei^t  the  wey 

he  took, 
And  Troilus  tho  sobreliche  he  grette, 
And  on  the  bed  ftd  sone  he  gan  him  sett^. 

48.  *My  Pandarus,'  qnod  Troilus,  *the 
sorwe  395 

Which  that  I  diye,  I  may  not  longe 
endure. 

I  trowe  I  shal  not  liven  til  to-morwe ; 

For  whiohe  I  wolde  alwey,  on  aventure, 

To  thee  devysen  of  my  sepulture 
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The  forme,  and  of  my  moeble  thou  dis- 
pone 300 
Bight  as  thee  semeth  best  is  for  to  done. 

44.  Bntof  thefyrandfianmbefiuieral 
In  whiche  my  body  brennesliol  to  glede, 
And  of  the  feste  and  ployes  palcstral   304 
At  my  yigile,  I  pray  thee  take  good  hede 
That  al  be  vel ;  and  offire  Hars  my  stede, 
My  swerd,  myn  hehn,  and,  love  brother 

dere^ 
Hy  sheld    to    Pallaa  yef,   that  shyneth 
dere. 

45.  The  poadre  in  vhich  myn  herte  y- 
borend  shal  tome, 

That  preye  I  thee  thou  take  and  it  con- 
serve 310 
In  a  vessel,  that  men  depeth  an  nme, 
Of  gold,  and  to  my  lady  that  I  serve, 
For  love  of  "whom  thus  pitonsly  I  sterve, 
80  yeve  it  hir,  and  do  me  this  plesannoe. 
To  preye  hir  kepe  it  for  a  remembraimce. 

46.  For  wel  I  fele,  by  my  maladye,        316 
And  by  my  dremes  now  and  yore  ago, 

Al  certeinly,  that  I  mot  nodes  dye. 

The  owle  eek,  which  that  bight  Asoaphilo, 

Hath  after  me  shright  alle  thise  nightes 

two.  320 

And,  god  Meronriel  of  me  now,  wofnl 

wrecche, 
The  sonle  gyde,  and,  whan  thee  list,  it 

fecche!' 

47.  Bandarean8werdo,and8eyde, 'Troilns, 
My  dere  freend,  as  I  have  told  thee  yore, 
That  it  is  folye  for  to  sorwen  thus,        325 
And  canseles,  for  whiche  I  can  no-more. 
Bnt  who-so  wol  not  trowen  reed  ne  lore, 

I  ean  not  seen  in  him  no  remedyo, 
Bat  lete  him  worthen  with  his  fantasye. 

48.  Bat  Troilns,  I  pray  thee  tel  me  now, 
If  that   thoa  trowe,  er  this,  that  any 

wight  331 

Hath  loved  paramours  as  wel  as  thou? 
Te,  god  wot,  and  fto  many  a  worthy 

knight 
Hath  his  lady  goon  a  foortenight, 
And  he    not   yet   made   halvendel  the 

ftre.  335 

What  nede  is  thee  to  maken  ol  this  care  ? 


49.  Sin  day  by  day  thou  mayst  thy-selyen 

see 
That  from  his  love,  or  elles  from  his  wyf , 
A  man  nu>t  twinnen  of  necessitee, 
Ye,  though  he  love  hir  as  his  owene  lyf ;  340 
Yet  nil  he  with  him-self  thus  maken 

stiyf. 
For  wel  thow  west,  my  leve  brother  dere, 
That  alwey  fireendes  may  nought  been 

y-fere, 

60.  How  doon  this  folk  that  seen  hir  loves 

wedded 
By  Areendes  might,  as  it  bi-tit  tal  ofbe,  345 
And  seen  hem  in  hir  spouses  bed  y-bedded  ? 
God  woot,  they  take  it  wysly,  faire  and 

Boffce. 
Foz^why  good  hope  halt  up  hir  herte  on- 

lofte. 
And  for  th^y  can  a  tym.e  of  sorwe  endure ; 
As  tyme  hem  hurt,  a  tyme  doth  hem 

cure.  35D 

51.  So  sholdestow  endure,  and  late  slyde 
The  tyme,  and  fonde  to  ben  glad  and 

light. 
Ten  da3res  nis  so  long  not  t*  abyde. 
And  sin  she  thee  to  oomen  hath  bihight, 
She  nil  hir  hestes  broken  for  no  wight.  355 
For  dred  thee  not  that  she  nil  flnden  weye 
To  come  ayein,  zny  lyf  that  dorste  I  leye. 

52.  Thy  swevenes  eek  and  al  swioh  fan- 
tasye 

Bryf  out,  and  lat  hem  faren    to    mis- 

ohaunoe ; 
For  they  prooede  of  thy  malencolye,    360 
That  doth  thee  fele  in  sleep  al  this  pen- 

aunce. 
A  straw  for  alle  swevenes  signiflaunoe  t 
God  helpe  me  so,  I  counte  hem  not  a 

bene, 
Ther  woot  no  man  aright  what  dremeu 

mene. 

53.  For  prestos  of  the  temple  tellen  this, 
That  dremes  been  the  revelacion       366 
Of  goddes,  and  as  wel  th^  telle,  y-wis. 
That  they  ben  infemals  iUusiouns ; 
And  leches  seyn,  that  of  oomplexiouns 
Proceden  they,  or  fast,  or  glotonye.      370 
Who   woot   in    sooth    thus   what   they 

signifyc  P 
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54.  £ek  othere  seyn  that  thorugh  im- 
pressioans, 

As  if  a  wight  hath  flstste  a  thing  in  minde, 
That  ther-of  cometh  sWiche  avisiouiB ; 
And  othere  seyn,  as  th^  in  bokea  flnde, 
That,  after  tymes  of  the  yeer  by  kinde, 
Men  dreme,  and  that  th'effect  goth  by  the 

mone ;  377 

But  leve  no  dreem,  for  it  is  nought  to 

done. 

55.  Wei  worth  of  drexnee  ay  thise  olde 
"wyves, 

And   treweliohe   eek   angorie    of  thise 

fonles ;  380 

For  fere  of  which  men  wenen  lose  her 

lyves, 
As  ravenes  qualm,  or  shxyking  of  thise 

oules. 
To  trowen  on  it  bothe  £bJs  and  foul  is.  * 
Alias,  alias,  so  noble  a  creature 
As  is  a  man,  shal  drede  swich  ordure !  385 

06.  For  which  with  al  myn  herte  I  thee 

beseohe, 
Un-to  thy-self  that  al  this  thou  foxyive ; 
And  rys  up  now  with-oute  more  speche, 
And  lat  us  caste  how  forth  may  best  be 

drive 
This  tyme,  and  eek  how  freshly  we  may 

live  390 

Whan  that  she  cometh,  the  which  shal 

be  right  Bone ; 
God  help  me  so,  the  beste  is  thus  to  done. 

57.  Bys,  lat  us  speke  of  lusty  lyf  in  Troye 
That  we  ban  lad,  and  forth  the  tyme 

dryve; 
And  eek  of  tyme  oominge  us  rejoye,     395 
That  bringen  shal  our  blisse  nowso  blyve ; 
And  langour  of  these  twyfis  dayes  fyve 
We  shal  ther-with  so  foiyete  or  oppresse, 
That  wel  unnethe  it  doon  shal  us  duresse. 

58.  Thistounisftaoflordesalaboute, 
And  trewes  lasten  al  this  mene  whyle. 
GK>  we  pleye  us  in  som  lusty  route        401 
To  Sarpedon,  not  hennes  but  a  myle. 
And  thus  thou  shalt  the  tyme  wel  bigyle, 
And  diyve  it  forth  un-to  that  bUsftil 

morwe,  405 

That  thou  hir  see,  that  cause  is  of  thy 


59.  Now  rys,  my  dere  brother  Tnrilus ; 
For  certes,  it  noon  honour  is  to  thee 

To  wepe,  and  in  thy  bed  to  jouken  thus. 
For  trewely,  of  o  thing  trust  to  me,     410 
If  thou  thus  ligge  a  day,  or  two,  or  three. 
The    folk    wol    wene    that    thou,     for 

cowardyse, 
Thee  feynest  syk,  and  that  thou  darst 

notryse.' 

60.  This  Troilus  answerde,   'O  brother 
dere. 

This  knowen   folk  that  haa  y-suffred 

peyne,  4«5 

That  though  he  wepe  and  make  sorwfnl 

chere, 
That  feleth  harm  and  smert  in  eveiy 

vesme, 
Ko  wonder  is ;  and  though  I  ever  pleyne. 
Or  alwey  wepe,  I  am  no-thing  to  blame, 
Sin  I  have  lost  the  cause  of  al  my  game. 

61.  But  sin  of  fyne  force  I  moot  aryse, 

I  shal  aryse,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may ;     4» 
And  god,  to  whom  myn  herte  I  sacri^m, 
So  sende  us  hastely  the  tenthe  day  I 
For  was  ther  never  fowl  so  ikyn  of  May, 
As  I  shal  been,  whan  that  she  oometh  in 
Troye,  4^ 

That  cause  is  of  my  torment  and  my  j<^ye. 

6a  But  whider  is  thy  reed,»  quod  TroUns, 
*That  we  may  pleye  us  best  in  al  this 

toun?' 
^  By  god,  my  conseil  is,*  quod  Pandarus, 
'  To  lyde  and  pleye  us  with  king  Sarpe- 

doun.*  43< 

So  longe  of  this  they  speken  up  and  doun, 
Til  Troilus  gan  at  the  laste  assente 
To  ryse,  and  forth  to  Saxpedoun  th^ 

wente. 

68.  This  Sarpedoun,  as  he  that  honourable 
Was  ever  his  lyve,  and   iHil  of  heigh 

prowesse,  45^ 

With  al  that  mighte  y-served  been  on 

table. 
That   deyntee   was,    al    coste    it    greet 

riohesse, 
He  fedde  hem  day  by  day,  that  twioh 

noblesse, 
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As  linden  bothe  the  znoste  and  eek  the 
leete,  44o 

Was  never  er  that  day  wist  at  any  feste. 

61.  Nor  in  this  world  ther  is  non  instm- 

ment 
Delicious,  through  wind,  or  tonche,  or 

corde, 
As  fer  as  any  wight  hath  ever  y-went, 
That  tonge  telle  or  herte  may  recorde,  445 
That  at  that  feste  it  nas  wel  herd  acorde; 
Ne  of  ladies  eek  so  fByr  a  companye 
On  dannoe,  er  tho,  was  never  y-seyn  with 

y6. 

65.  Bat  what  avayleth  this  to  Troilns, 
That  for  his  sorwe  no-ihing  of  it  ronghte? 
For  ever  in  oon  his  herte  pifitons  451 

Fol  faisily  Criseyde  his  lady  sooghte. . 
On  hir  was  ever  ol  that  his  herte  thooghte. 
Now  this,  now  that,  so  fikste  imagininge, 
That  glade,  y-wis,  can  him  no  festeyinge. 

G6.  These  ladies  eek  that  at  this  feste 
been,  456 

Sin  that  he  saw  his  lady  was  a-weye, 
It  was  his  sorwe  upon  hem  for  to  seen, 
Or  for  to  here  on  instruments  so  pleye. 
For  she,  that  of  his  herte  berth  the  keye, 
Was  absent,  lo,  this  was  his  fantasye,  461 
That  no  wight  sholde  make  melodye. 

(>7.  "Sot  ther  nas  hooro  in  al  the  day  or 

night, 
Whan  he  was  ther-as  no  wight  mighte 

him  here. 
That  he  ne  seyde, '  O  lufkna  lady  bright. 
How  have  ye  £Euren,  sin  that  ye  were 

here?  466 

Wel-oome,  y-wis,  myn  owene  lady  dere.' 
Bat  welaway,  al  this  nas  but  a  maoe ; 
Fortune  his  howve  entended  bet  to  glass, 

08.  The  lettres  eek,  that  she  of  olde  tyme 
Hadde  him  y-sent,  he  wolde  allone  rede, 
An  hundred  sythe,  a-twixen  noon  and 

pryme;  47a 

Refiguringe  hir  shap,  hir  womanhede, 
With-inne  his  herte,  and  every  word  and 

dede 
That  ponsod  was,  and  thus  he  droof  to  an 

ende  475 

The  ferthe  day,   and    seyde,    he  wolde 

wende. 


69.  And  seyde,  *■  leve  brother  Pandarus, 
Intendestow  that  we  shul  herd  bleve 
Til  Saxpedoun  wol  forth  congeyen  us  ? 
Yet  were  it  fairer  that  we  toke  our  lev& 
For  goddes  love,  lat  us  now  sons  at  eve 
Our  leve  take,  and  homward  lat  us  tome; 
For  trewely,  I  nil  not  thus  sojome.'     483 

70.  Pandare   answerde,   *be  we  comen 
hider 

To  fecchen  fyr,  and  rennon  hoom  ayeyn? 
Qod  helpe  me  so,  I  can  not  tellen  whider 
We  mighten  goon,  if  I  shol  soothly  sSyn, 
Ther  any  wight  is  of  us  more  fayn 
Than  Sarpedoun  ;  and  if  we  hennes  hye 
Thus  sodeinly,  I  holde  it  vilanye,        490 

71.  Sin  that  we  seyden  that  we  wolde 
bleve 

With    him   a  wouke;    and    now,    thus 

sodeinly. 
The  ferthe  day  to  take  of  him  our  leve, 
He  wolde  wondren  on  it,  trewely !       494 
Lat  us  holde  forth  our  purpos  fermely ; 
And  sin  that  ye  blhighten  him  to  byde, 
Hold  forward  now,  and  after  lat  us  ryde.' 

72.  Thus  Pandarus,  with  alle  peyne  and 
wo. 

Made  him  to  dwelle ;  and  at  the  wonkes 


Of  Sarpedoun  they  toke  hir  leve  tho,    500 
And  on  hir  wey  they  spedden  hem  to 

•    wende. 
Quod  Troilus,  *  now  god  me  grace  sende, 
That  I  may  flnden,  at  myn  hom-cominge. 
Criseyde  ooman ! '  and  ther-with  gan  he 
singe. 

7B.  '  Ye,  hasel-wode  ! '  thooghte  this  Pan- 
dare,  505 
And  to  him-self  ful  softely  he  seyde, 
*  God  woot,  re&eyden  may  this  bote  fare 
Er  Calkas  sende  TroUus  Cris^de !' 
But  natheles,  he  japed  thus,  and  seyde, 
And  swor,    y-wis,    his   herte   him   wel 
bihighte,  510 
She  wolde  oome  as  sone  as  ever    she 
mighte. 

74.    Whan  they  un-to   the  paleys  were 

y-comen 
Of  Troilus,  they  doun  of  hors  olighte, 
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And  to  the  chambre  hir  wey  thui  han 

they  nomen. 
And  in-to  tyme  that  it  gan  to  nighte,  515 
They  spaken  of  CrigSyde  the  brighte. 
And  after  this,  whan  that  hem  bothe 

leste, 
They  speddo  hem  fro  the  soper  nn-to 

reste. 

75.  On  morvre,  as  sone  as  day  bigan  to 
clere, 

This  Troilns  gan  of  his  sleep  t'abreyde,  520 
And  to  Pandare,  his  owene  brother  dere, 
'  For  lovo  of  god,*  ftd  pitoasly  he  seyxle, 
'  As  go  we  seen  the  paleys  of  Criseyde  ; 
For  sin  we  yet  may  have  namore  feste, 
So  lat  OS  seen  hir  paleys  at  the  leste.'  525 

76.  And  ther-with-al,  his  meynee  for  to 
blonde, 

A  cause  he  fond  in  tonne  for  to  go, 
And  to  Criseydes  hous  they  gonnen  wende. 
But  lord !  this  sely  Troilns  was  wo ! 
Him  thonghte  his  sorwefnl  herte  braste 

a-two.  530 

For  whan  he  sangh  hir  dores  sperred  alle, 
Wei  neigh  for  sorwe  a-donn  he  gan  to 

falle. 

77  Therwith  whan  he  was  war  and  gan 

biholde 
How  shet  was  every  windowe  of  the  place. 
As  frost,  him  thonghte,  his  herte  gan.to 

colde ;  535 

For  which  with  ohannged  deedlich  pale 

face, 
With-outen  word,  he  forth  bigan  to  pace ; 
And,  as  god  wolde,  he  gan  so  faste  ryde, 
That  no  wight  of  his  oontenaxmce  aspyde. 

78.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  *  O  palejrs  desolat, 
O  hoQS,  of  houses  whylom  best  y-hight, 
O  paleys  empty  and  disconsolat,  543 
O  thon  lanteme,  of  which  qneynt  is  the 

light, 
O  paleys,  whylom  day,  that  now  art  night, 
Wei  oughtestow  to  falle,  and  I  to  dye,  545 
Sin  she  is  went  that  wont  was  us  to  gye  I 

79.  O  paleys,  whylom  croune  of  houses  alle, 
Enlumined  with  sonne  of  alle  blisse  ! 


O  ring,  tro  which  the  ruby  is  out-falle, 
O  cause  of  wo,  that  cause  hast  been  of 

Usse!  55n 

Yet,  sin  I  may  no  bet,  fayn  wolde  I  kisse 
Thy  colde  dores,  dorste  1  for  tliis  route ; 
And  £ftre-wel  shxyne,  of  which  the  seynt 

is  oute !' 

80.  Ther>withheca8teonPandarushisy§ 
With  chaungedfaoe,  andpitous  to  biholde; 
And  whan  he  mighte  his  tyme  aright 

aspye,  556 

Ay  as  he  rood,  to  Ftodams  he  tolde 
His  newe  sorwe,  and  eek  his  joyes  olde, 
So  pitously  and  with  so  dede  an  hewe, 
That  every  wight  mighte  on  his  sorwe  rewe. 

81.  Fro  thennesforth  he  rydeth  up  and 
donn,  561 

And  every  thing  com  him  to  remem- 

biannoe 
As  he  rood  forth  by  places  of  the  toun 
In  whiche  he  whylom  hadde  al  his  ples- 

aunce.  564 

*  Lo,  yond  saugh  I  myn  owene  lady  daunce ; 
And  in  that  temple,  with  hir  eyen  clere, 
Me  caughte  first  my  righte  lady  dere. 

82.  And  yonder  have  I  herd  ful  lustily  ^ 
My  dere  herte  laughe,  and  yonder  pleye 
Saugh  I  hir  ones  eek  ftd  bUsftilly.         570 
And  yonder  ones  to  me  gan  she  seye, 

**  Now  goode  swete,  love  me  wel,  I  pr^e." 
And  yond  so  goodly  gan  she  me  biholde« 
That  to  the  deeth  myn  herte  is  to  hir  holde. 

88.  And  at  that  comer,  in  the  yonder  hous, 
Herde  I  myn  alderlevest  lady  dere  576 
80  wommanly,  with  vojrs  melodious, 
Singen  so  wel,  so  goodly,  and  so  dere, 
That  in  my  soule  yet  me  thinketh  I  here 
The  blisftil  soun;  and,  in  that  yonder 
place,  $S^t 

lily  lady  first  me  took  un-to  hir  grace.' 

84.  Thanne  thonghte  he  thus,  *  O  blisftil 

lord  Cupyde, 
Whanne  I  the  piooee  have  in  my  memorie. 
How  thou  me  hast  werr^yed  on  every  syde. 
Men  mighte  a  book  make  of  it,  lyk  a  storie. 
What  nede  is  thee  to  seke  on  me  viotorie. 
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Sin  I  am  Uiyn,  and  hoolly  at  thy  wille? 
What  joye  hastow  thyn  owene  folk  to 
spillfi?  588 

85.  TVel  haatow,  lord,  y-wroke  on  xne  thyn 
ire, 

Thou  mighty  god,  and  dredM  for  to  greve ! 
Now  meroy,  lord,  thou  woet  wel  I  desire 
Thy  grace  moat,  of  alle  liurtea  leve.        59^ 
And  liTO  and  deye  I  wol  in  thy  bileve ; 
For  which  I  n'axe  in  gaerdon  bat  a  bone. 
That  thou  Criseyde  ayein  me  sende  sone. 

86.  DiBtreiyne  hir  herte  as  faste  to  rotome 
As  thoa  dost  myn  to  longen  hir  to  see ; 
Than  woot  I  wel,  that  she  nil  not  sojome. 
Now,  bUsftJ  lord,  so  omel  thoa  no  be 
Un-to  the  blood  of  Troye,  I  prey e  thee,  600 
Aa  Jano  was  on-to  the  blood  Thebane, 
For  which  the  folk  of  Thebes  caoghte  hir 

bane.' 

ffj.  And  after  this  he  to  the  yates  wente 
Therms  Criseyde  oat-rood  a  Ail  good  paas, 
And  ap  and  doan  ther  made  he  many 
a  wente,  605 

And  to  him-self  fal  ofte  he  seyde  *alla8 1 
From  hennes  rood  my  blisae  and  my  solos! 
As  wolde  blisftil  god  now,  for  his  joye, 
1  mighte  hir  seen  ayein  come  in-to  Troye. 

86.  And  to  the  yonder  hille  I  gan  hir  gyde, 
Alias  !  and  there  I  took  of  hir  my  leve ! 
And  yond  I  saogh  hir  to  hir  fader  ryde, 
For  sorwe  of  which  myn  herte  shal  to- 
cleTe^  613 

And  hider  boom  I  com  whan  it  was  eve  ; 
And  here  I  dwelle  ont-caatfrom  aUe  joye, 
And  shal,  til  I  may  seen  hir  eft  in  Troye.' 

89.  And  of  him-self  imagined  he  ofte 
To  ben  defet,  and  pale,  and  waxen  lesse 
Than  he  was  wont,  and  thai  men  seyde 

softe, 
'What  may  it  be?  who  can  the  sothe 

geese  6x> 

Why  Troilos  hath  al  this  hevinesse ?' 
And  al  this  nas  bat  his  malencolye, 
bihal  he  hadde  of  him-self  s^oh  fantasyo. 

00.  Another  tyme  imaginan  he  wolde 
That  every  wight  that  wente  by  the  weye 


Had  of  him  ronthe,  and  that  they  seyen 
sholde,  636 

*  I  am  right  soiy  Troilas  wol  deye.' 
And  thos  he  droof  a  day  yet  forth  or  tweye. 
As  ye  have  herd,  swichlyf  right  gan  he  lede, 
As  he  that  stood  bitwizen  hope  and  drede. 

91.  For  which  him  lyked  in  his  songes 
shewe  631 

Th'enoheson  of  his  wo,  as  he  best  mighte, 
And  make  a  song  of  wordes  bat  a  fewe, 
Somwhat  his  wofol  herte  for  to  lighte. 
And  whan  he  was  from  every  mannes 
sighte,  635 

With  softe  voys  he,  of  his  lady  dere, 
That  was  absmt,  gan  singe  as  ye  may  here. 

92.  '  O  sterre,  of  which  I  lost  have  al  the 
light, 

With  herte  soor  wel  ooghte  I  to  bewayle, 
That  ever  derk  in  torment,  night  by  night, 
Toward  my  deeth  with  wind  in  stere  1^ 
sayle;  641 

For  which  the  tenthe  night  if  that  I  fayle 
The  gyding  of  thy  hemes  brighte  an  hoare, 
My  ship  and  me  Garibdis  wol  devoore.' 

98.  This  song  when  he  thos  songen  hadde, 
sone  645 

He  fll  ajrein  in-to  his  sykea  olde ; 

And  every  night,  as  was  his  wone  to  done, 

He  stood  the  brighte  mone  to  beholde, 

And  al  his  sorwe  he  to  the  mone  tolde ; 

And  seyde,  *  y-wis,  whan  thoa  art  homed ' 
newe,  650 

I  shal  be  glad,  if  al  the  world  be  trewe  ! 

94.  I  saagh  thyn  homos  olde  eek  by  the 
morwe. 

Whan  hennes  rood  my  righte  lady  dere. 
That  caose  is  of  my  torment  and  my  sorwe ; 
For whiche,  O  brighte  Lacinathe  clere,  655 
For  love  of  god,  ren  faste  aboate  thy  spere ! 
For  whan  thynhomesnewe  ginne  springe. 
Than  shal  she  come,  that  may  my  blisse 
bringe!' 

95.  The  day  is  more,  and  longer  every 
night, 

Than  they  bo  wont  to  be,  him  thooghte 
tho;  66t> 
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And  that  the  sonne  wonte  his    coone 

xmright 
By  longer  wey  than  it  was  wont  to  go ; 
And  seyde,  *  y-wis,  me  dredeth  ev6r-mo» 
The  sonnes  8one,  Pheton,  be  on-lyve, 
And  that  his&drescartamiB  he  dryve.'  665 

96.  Upon  the  walles  faste  eek  wolde  he 
walke. 

And  on  the  Grekes  ost  he  wolde  see, 
And  to  him-eelf  right  thus  he  wolde  talke, 
*  Lo,  yonder  Ib  myn.  owene  lady  firee, 
Or  ellea  yonder,  ther  tho  tentes  be !     670 
And  thennes  comth  this  eyr,  that  is  so 

Bote, 
That  in  my  soole  I  fele  it  doth  me  bote. 

97.  And  hardely  this  wind,  that  more  and 
more 

Thus  Btoondemele  encreseth  in  my  face, 
Is  of  my  ladyes  depe  sykes  sore.  675 

I  preve  it  thus,  for  in  non  othere  place 
*0f  al  this  toon,  save  onliohe  in  this  space, 
Fele  1  no  wind  that  souneth  so  lyk  peyne ; 
It  sejrth,  "alias!    why  twinned  be  we 
tweyne?"' 

9S.  This  longe  tyme  he  drsrveth  forth  right 
thns,  680 

Til  fhlly  passed  was  the  nynthe  night ; 
And  ay  bi-syde  him  was  this  Pandams, 
That  bisily  dide  alle  his  fulle  might 
Him  to  oomforte,  and  make  his  herte  light ; 
Yevinge  him  hope  al  wey,  the  tenthe  morwe 
That  she  shal  come,  and  stinten  al  his 
sorwe.  686 

99.  Up-on  that  other  tyde  eek  was  Cri- 
seyde, 

With  wommen  fewe,  among  the  Ghrekes 

stronge; 
For  which  tal  ofte  a  day  *allas ! '  sheaeyde, 
'  That  I  was  bom !    Wei  may  myn  herte 

longe  690 

After  my  deeth ;  for  now  live  I  to  longe ! 
Alias !  and  I  ne  may  it  not  amende ; 
For  now  is  wors  than  ever  yet  I  wende. 

100.  My  fader  ml  for  no-thing  do  me  grace 
To   goon  ayein,  for  nought  I  can  him 

qaeme ;  695 

And  if  so  be  that  I  my  terme  pane, 


My  Troilns  shal,  in  his  herte  deme        697 
That  I  am  fids,  and  so  it  may  wel  seme. 
Thus  shal  I  have  nnthank  on  every  «yde ; 
That  I  was  bom,  so  weylawey  the  tyde ! 

101.  And  if  that  I  me  patte  in  jupartjre, 
To  stele  awey  by  nighte,  and  it  bifalle 
That  I  be  caught,  I  shal  be  holde  a  spye ; 
Or  elles,  lo,  this  drede  I  moet  of  alle, 

If  in  the  hondes  of  som  wrecche  I  falle, 
I  am  but  lost,  al  be  myn  herte  trewe ;  7136 
Now  mighty  god,  thou  <m  my  sorwe  rewe ! ' 

102.  Ful  pale  y-WBxen  was  hirbzightefiM», 
Hir  limes  lene,  as  she  that  al  the  day 
Stood  whan  she  dorste,  and  loked  on  the 

place  710 

Ther  she  was  bom,  and  ther  she  dwelt 

haddeay. 
And  al  the  night  wepinge,  alias !  she  lay. 
And  thus  despeired,  out  of  alle  cure. 
She  ladde  hir  lyf,  this  woful  oreatureu 

108.  Fnl  ofte  a  day  she  sighte  eek  for 
destresse,  715 

And  in  hir-self  she  wente  ay  portre^yinge 
Of  Troilus  the  grete  worthinesse. 
And  alle  his  goodly  wordes  reoordinge 
Sin  first  that  day  hir  love  bigan  to  springe. 
And  thus  she  sette  hir  wofdl  herte  a-fyre 
Thorugh  remembraunoe  of  that  she  gan 
desyre.  721 

104.  In  al  this  world  ther  nis  so  cruel 
herte 

That  hir  hadde  herd  oompleynen  in  hir 

sorwe. 
That  nolde  han  wopen  for  hir  peynes 

smerte, 
Sotendrely  showeep,botheeveand  morwe. 
Hir  nedede  no  teres  for  to  borwe.  736 

And  this  was  yet  the  worste  of  al  hir  poyne, 
Ther  was  no  wight  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

pleyne. 

105.  Ful  rewitdly  she  loked  up-on  Troye, 
Biheld  the  toures  heighe  and  eek  the 

halles;  7^0 

*■  Alias !  *  quod  she,  *  the  plesannoe  and  the 

joye 
The  whiche  that  now   al   tomed  in-to 

gaUeis, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Book  v.] 


ZteUvLB  anl  Ctist^U. 


309 


Hav«  I  had  ofte  with-inne  yonder  walles ! 

0  Tiroiliis,  what  dostow  now/  she  i^yde ; 

^  liord !  whether  yet  thou  thenke  itp-on 
Griseyde?  735 

106.  Alias !  Inehadde  trowed  on  your  lore, 
And  went  with  yow,  as  3re  me  radde  er  this ! 
Thanne  haddel  now  not  qyked  half  so  sore. 
Who  mighte  have  seyd,  that  I  had  doon 

a>mia 
To  stele  aw^  with  swioh  on  as  he  is  ?  740 
Bat  al  to  late  oometh  the  letnarie, 
Whan  men  the  con  nn-to  the  grave  carie. 

107.  To  late  is  now  to  speke  of  this  matere ; 
Pmdenoe,  alias !  oon  of  thyn  eyen  three 
Ha  lakked  alwey,  er  that  I  cam  here  ;  745 
On  tyme  y-passed,  wel  rememhred  me ; 
And  present  tyme  eek  conde  I  wel  y-see. 
Bat  ftitor  tyme,  er  I  was  in  the  snare, 
Coode  I  not  seen ;  that  canseth  now  my 

care.  749 

108.  Bat  natheles,  hityde  what  bityde, 

1  shal  to-morwe  at  night,  by  est  or  woste, 
Oat  of  this  ost  stele  on  som  maner  syde, 
And  go  with  Troilns  wher-as  him  leste. 
This  paxposwol  I  holde,  and  this  isbeste. 
No  fors  of  wikked  tonges  jangleiye,      755 
For  ever  on  love  han  wrecches  had  envye. 

100.  For  who-so  wole  of  every  word  take 

hede, 
Or  rewlen  him  hy  every  wightes  wit, 
He  shal  he  never  thiyven,  oat  of  drede. 
For  that  that  som  men  blamen  ever  yit, 
Lo,  other  maner  folk  oommenden  it.     761 
And  as  for  me,  for  al  swioh  variaanoe, 
Felicitee  clepe  I  my  snfSsaanoe. 

110.  ForwhichjWith-oatenanywordesmo, 
To  Troye  I  wol,  as  for  oonclasioon.'      765 
Bat  god  it  wot,  er  Ailly  monthes  two, 
She  was  fttl  fer  fro  that  entenoioon. 

For  bothe  Troilas  and  Trojre  toon 

Shal   knotteles   throogh-out   hir   herte 

slyde; 
For  she  wol  take  a  parpos  for  t*a1^de.  770 

111.  This  Biomede,  of  whom  3row  telle 
Igan, 

Goth  now,  with-inne  him-self  ay  argainge 


With  al  the  sleighte  and  al  that  ever  he 

can. 
How  he  may  best,  with  shortest  tarjringe, 
In-to  his  net  Criseydes  herte  bringe.    775 
To  this  entente  he  conde  never  fyne  ; 
To  ilsshen  hir,  he  leyde  oat  hook  and  lyne. 

112.  Bat  natheles,  wel  in  his  herte  he 

thoaghte, 
That  she  nas  nat  with-oate  a  love  in  Troye. 
For  never,  sithen  he  hir  thennes  brooghtc, 
Ne  conde  he  seen  her  langhe  or  make 

joye.  781 

He  niste  how  best  hir  herte  for  t*aooye. 

*  Bat  for  t'assaye,'  he  seyde,  *  it  noaght 

ne  greveth ; 
For  he  that  noaght  n'assayeth,  noaght 
n'acheveth.' 

lid.  Yet  seide  he  to  him-self  npon  a  night, 

*  Now  am  I  not  a  fool,  that  woot  wel  how 
Hir  wo  for  love  is  of  another  wight, 
And  here-ap-on  to  goon  assaye  hir  now  ? 
I  may  wel  wite,  it  nil  not  been  my  prow. 
For  wyse  folk  in  bokes  it  expresse,       790 
"  Men  shal  not  wowe  a  wight  in  hevinesse." 

114.  Bat  who-so  mighte  winnen  swich 
afloar 

From  him,  for  whom  she  mometh  night 

and  day. 
He  mighte  seyn,  he  were  a  conqneroar.'  " 
And  right  anoon,  as  he  that  bold  was  ay, 
Thoaghte  in  his  herte,  *  happe,  how  happe 

may,  796 

Al  sholde  I  deye,  I  wole  hir  herte  seche ; 
I  shal  no  more  lesen  bat  my  speche.' 

115.  This  Diomede,  as  bokes  as  declare, 
Was  In  his  nodes  prest  and  corageoas ; 
With  steme  vojTS  and  mighty  limes  sqaare, 
Hardy,  testif,  strong,  and  chevalrons 

Of  dedes,  lyk  his  fader  Tideas. 

And  som  men  seyn,  he  was  of  tange  large ; 

And  heir  he  was  of  Calidoine  and  Arge.  805 

116.  Criseyde  mene  was  of  hir  statare, 
Ther-to  of  shap,  of  face,  and  eek  of  chere, 
Ther  mighte  been  no  fiurer  creataro. 
And  ofto  tyme  this  was  hir  manere, 

To  gon  y-tressed  with  hir  here*  dere    8  m 
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Doan  by  hir  coler  at  hir  bak  bihinde, 
Which  with  a  threde  of  gold  she  wolde 
binde. 

117.  And,  savo  hir  browes  joyneden  y-fere, 
Ther  nas  no  lak,  in  onght  I  can  espyen  ; 
But  for  to  gpeken  of  hir  eyen  clere,      815 
Lo,  trewely,  they  writen  that  hir  gyen, 
That  Paradys  stood  formed  in  hir  yCn. 
And  with  hir  riche  beantee  ever-more 
Strof  love  in  hir,  ay  which  of  hem  was 

more. 

118.  She  sobre  was,  eek  simple,  and  wys 
with-al,  Sat) 

The  beate  y-norisahed  eek  that  mightebe, 
And  goodly  of  hir  speche  in  general, 
Charitable,  estatliche,  lusty,  and  free ; 
Ne  never-mo  ne  lakkede  hir  pitee ; 
Tendre-herted,  slydinge  of  corage ;       825 
But  trewely,  I  can  not  telle  hir  age. 

1 19.  And  Troilns  wel  waxen  v^as  in  highte. 
And  complet  formed  hy  proporoioun 

So  wel,  that  kinde  it  not  amenden  might« ; 
Yong,  fresahe,  strong,  and  hardy  as  lyotm ; 
Trewe  as  steel  in  ech  condicioixn  ;  831 
On  of  the  beste  enteohed  creatnre, 
That  is,  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world  may 
dure. 

120.  And  certainly  in  storie  it  is  y-fonnde, 
That  Troilus  was  never  un-to  no  wight,  835 
As  in  his  tyme,  in  no  degree  seoounde 

In  dnrring  don  that  longeth  to  a  knight. 
Al  mighte  a  geaunt  passen  him  of  might. 
His  herte  ay  with  the  firste  and  with  the 
beste  839 

Stod  paregal,  to  dnrre  don  that  him  leste. 

121.  Bat  for  to  tellen  forth  of  Diomede  :— 
It  fil  that  after,  on  the  tenthe  day, 

Sin  that  Criseyde  oat  of  the  citee  yede, 
This  Diomede,  as  fresshe  as  braunohe  in 

May, 
Com  to  the  tente  ther-as  Calkas  lay,    845 
And  feyned  him  with  Calkas  han  to  done ; 
Bat  what  he  mente,  I  shal  yow  telle  sone. 

122.  Criseyde,  at  shorte  wordes  for  to  telle, 
Welcomed  him,  and  doon  by  hir  him  sette ; 
And  he  was  ethey-noogh  to  maken  dwelle. 


And  after  this,  with-oaten  longe  lette,  851 
The  spyoes  and  the  wjm  men  forth  hexn 

fette; 
And  forth  they  speke  of  this  and  that 

y-fere. 
As  freendes  doon,  of  which  som  shal  ye 

here. 

128.  He  gan  first  fallen  of  the  werre  in 
speche  855 

Bitwixe  hem  and  the  folk  of  Trpye  toon  ; 
And  of  th'aSBege  he  gan  hir  eek  Vyseohe, 
To  telle  him  what  was  hir  opinionn. 
Fro  that  demaande  he  so  deecendeth  doon 
To  asken  hir,  if  that  hir  straange  thooghte 
The  Grekes  gyse,  and  werkes  that  they 
wroughte  ?  861 

124.  And  why  hir  fader  tarieth  so  longe 
To  wedden  hir  on-to  som  worthy  wight  9 
Criseyde,  that  was  in  hir  peynes  atronge 
For  love  of  Troilos,  hir  owene  knight,  865 
As  fer-forth  as  she  conning  hadde  or 

might, 
Answerde  him  tho  ;  bat,  as  of  his  entente. 
It  semed  not  she  wiste  what  he  mente. 

125.  Bat  natheles,  this  like  Diomede 
Oan  in  him-self  assare,  and  thas  he  seyde, 
'  If  ich  aright  have  taken  of  yow  hede,  871 
Me  thinketh  thas,  O  lady  myn,  Criseyde, 
That  sin  I  first  hond  on  yoar  brydel 

leyde, 
Whan  ye  oat  come  of  Troye  hy  the  morwe, 
Ne  coade  I  never  seen  yow  bat  in  sorwe. 

126.  Can  I  not  seyn  what  may  the  caoso 
be  Sj6 

Bat-if  for  love  of  som  Troyan  it  were, 
The  which  right  sore  wolde  athinken  me 
That  ye,  for  any  vdght  that   dwelleth 

there, 
Sholden  spille  a  qoarter  of  a  tare,        880 
Or  pitoosly  yoa]>selven  so  bigyle ; 
For  dredelees,  it  is  nought  worth  the 

whyle. 

127.  The  folk  of  Troye,  as  who  seyth,  alle 
and  some 

In  preson  been,  as  ye  yoor-aelven  see  ; 
For  thennes  shal  not  oon  on-Iyve  come  8^5 
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For  al  the  gold  Mtwizen  sonne  and  oee. 
Tmsteth  wel,  and  onderstondeth  me, 
Ther  shal  not  oon  to  mercy  goon  on-lyve, 
Al  were  he  lord  of  worldee  iswyOa  fyve ! 

128.  Swich  wreohe  on  hem,  for  feoching 
of  Eleyne,  890 

Ther  shal  be  take,  er  that  we  hennee 

wende, 
That  ICanes,  which  that  goddes  hen  of 

peyne, 
Shal  been  agast  that  Chrekee  wol  hem 

shende. 
And  men  ehnl  drede,  nn-to  the  worldee 

ende,  894 

,  From  hennes-forth  to  rayisshe  any  qnene. 
So  cruel  shal  oar  wreche  on  hem  be  sene. 

129.  And  but-if  Galkaa  lede  us  with  am- 
bages, 

That  is  to  seyn,  with  doable  wordes  slye, 
Swich  as  men  clepe  a  "word  with  two 

visages,** 
Ye  shal  wel  knowen  that  I  noaght  ne 

lye,  90D 

And  al  this  thing  right  seen  it  with  yoor 

•yfi, 
And  that  anoon;  ye  nil  not  trowe  how 

sone; 
Now  taketh  heed,  for  it  is  for  to  done. 

190.  What   wene   ye   your   wyse  fader 

^"olde 
Han  yeven  Antenor  for  yow  anoon,      905 
If  he  ne  vnste  that  ihe  citee  sholde 
Destroyed   been?    Why,    nay,  so    mote 

I  goon! 
He  knew  fol  wel  ther  shal  not  scapen  oon 
That  Troyan  is ;  and  for  the  grete  fere, 
He  dorste  not,  ye  dwelte  longer  there.  910 

131.  What  wole  ye  more,  lafsom  lady 

dere? 
Lat  Troye  and  Troyan  fto  yonr  herte 

pace  ! 
Dzyf  oat  that  bittre  hope,  and  make  good 

chere, 
And  clepe  ayein  the  beaatee  of  yoor  face, 
That  ye  with  salte  teres  so  defsMe.        9x5 
For  Troye  is  brought  in  swich  a  japartye, 
That,  it  to  save,  is  now  no  remedye. 


182.  And  thenketh  wel,  ye  shal  in  Grekes 
finde 

A  more  parfit  love,  er  it  be  night. 

Than  any  Troyan  is,  and  more  kinde,  920 

And  bet  to  serren   yow  wol  doon  his 

might. 
And  if  ye  vouche  saaf,  my  lady  bright, 
I  wol  ben  he  to  serven  yow  myHMlve, 
Te,  lever  than  be  lord  of  Oreoes  twelve  !  * 

183.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  waxen 
reed,  925 

And  in  his  speohe  a  litel  wight  he  qaook, 
And  caste  a-syde  a  litel  wight  his  heed, 
And  stinte  a  whyle ;  and  afterward  awook, 
And  sobreliche  on  hir  he  threw  his  look, 
And  seyde,  *  I  am,  al  be  it  yow  no  joye. 
As  gentil  man  as  any  wight  in  Troye.  931 

184.  For  if  my  fader  Tydeos,'  he  s^de, 
*  Y-lived  hadde,  I  hadde  been,  er  this, 
Of  Calidoine  and  Arge  a  king,  Criseyde ! 
And  so  hope  I  that  I  shal  yet,  y-wis.    955 
But  he  was  slayn,  alias  I  the  more  harm 

Unhappily  at  Thebes  al  to  rathe, 
Polymites  and  many  a  man  to  scathe. 

186.  Bat  herte  myn,  sin  that  I  am  yonr 

man. 
And  been  the  ferste  of  whom  I  seohe 

gnuSe,  940 

To  serven  yoa  as  hertely  as  I  can. 
And  ever  shal,  whyl  I  to  live  have  space, 
So,  er  that  I  departe  oat  of  this  place, 
Te  wol  me  graonte,  that  I  may  to-morwe, 
At  bettre  leyser,  telle  yow  my  sorwe.'  945 

186.  What  shold  I  telle  hxswordes  that  he 
seyde? 

He  spak  y-now,  for  o  day  at  the  meste ; 
It  preveth  wel,  he  spak  so  that  Criseyde 
Graonted,  on  the  morwe,  at  his  reqaeste, 
For  to  speken  with  him  at  the  leste,      950 
So  that  he  nolde  speke  of  swich  matere  ; 
And  thos  to  him  she  soyde,  as  ye  may 
here: 

187.  As  she  that  hadde    hir   herte   on 
Troilns 

So  faste,  that  ther  may  it  noon  arace ; 
And  straongely  she  spak,  and  seyde  thus : 
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*0  Diomede,  I  love  that  like  place        956 
Ther  I    was   bom;   and  Joves,  for  his 

graoe, 
Delivere  it  sone  of  al  that  doth  it  care  ! 
Orody  for  thy  xnight,  so  leve  it  wel  to  fare  ! 

138.  That  Grekes  wolde  hir  wraththe  on 
Troye  \(rreke,  960 

If  that  they  mighte,  I  knowe  it  wel, 
y-wia. 

Bat  it  shal  not  bifallen  as  ye  speke ; 

And  god  to-fom,  and  ferther  over  this, 

I  wot  my  fader  wys  and  redy  is ; 

And  that  he  me  hath  bought,  as  ye  me 
tolde,  965 

So  dere,  I  am  the  more  tin-to  him  holde. 

IBO.  That  Grekes    been    of  heigh    con- 

dicioon, 
I  woot  eek  wel ;  but  certein,  men  shal 

findo 
As  worthy  folk  with-inne  Troye  toan. 
As  conning,  and  as  parfit  and  as  kinde, 
As  been  bitwixen  Orcades  and  Inde.     971 
And  that  ye  coude  wel  your  lady  serve, 
I  trowe  eek  wel,  hir  thank  for  to  deserve. 

140.  But  as  to  speke  of  love,  y-wis,'  she 
seyde, 

'  I  hadde  a  lord,  to  whom  I  wedded  was. 
The  whos  myn  herte  al  was,  til  that  he 

deydo  j  976 

And  other  love,  as  helpe  me  now  Pallas, 
Ther  in  myn  herte  nis,  ne  never  was. 
And  that  ye  been  of  noble  and  heigh 

kinrede, 
I  have  wel  herd  it  tellen,  out  of  drede.  980 

141.  And  that  doth  me  to  han  so  gret  a 
wonder, 

That  yo  wol  scomen  any  womman  so. 
Eek,  god  wot,  love  and  I  be  fer  a-sonder; 
I  am  disposed  bet,  so  mote  I  go, 
Un-to  my  deeth,  to  pleyne  and  maken 
wa  985 

What  I  shal  after  doon,  I  can  not  seye ; 
But  trewely,  as  yet  me  list  not  pleye. 

142.  Myn  herte  is  now  in  tribulacioun, 
And  ye  in  armes  bisy,  day  by  day. 
Here-after,   whan  ye  wonnen    han  the 

toun,  990 


Paraunter,  thanne  so  it  happen  may, 
That  whan  I  see  that  I  never  er  say, 
Than  wole  I  werke  that  I  never  wroughto  I 
This    word    to   yow    y-nough    sof^ysen 
oughte. 

148.  To-morwe  eek  wol  I  speke  with  yow 

fej^i  995 

So  that  ye  touchen  nought  of  thismatere. 
And  whan  yow  list,  ye  may  oome  here 

ayoyn; 
And,  er  ye  gon,  thus  muche  I  aeye  yow 

here : 
As  helpe  me  Pallas  with  hir  heres  olere. 
If  that  I  sholde  of  any  Greek  han  routhc. 
It  sholde  be  your-selven,  by  my  trouthe  ! 

144.  I  sey  not  therfore  that  I  wol  yow 
love,  1003 

Ne  I  sey  not  nay,  but  in  condusioun, 
I  mene  wel,  by  god  that  sit  above  : ' — 
And   ther-with-al   she    caste   hir    eyen 

doun, 
And  gan  to  syke,  and  seyde,  *0  Troye 

toun,  1006 

Yet  bidde  I  god,  in  q\pete  and  in  reste 
I  may  yow  seen,  or  do  myn  herte  breste.* 

145.  But  in  effect,  and  shortly  for  to  seye. 
This  Diomede  al  freshly  newe  ayeyn  toio 
Ghin  pressen    on,  and  faste  hir  mercy 

preye ;  101 1 

And  after  this,  the  sothe  for  to  scyn, 
Hir  glove  he  took,  of  which  he  was  ful 

fayn. 
And  fynally,  whan  it  was  waxen  eve. 
And  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his 

leve.  1015 

146.  The  brighte  Venus  folwede  and  ay 
tanghte 

The  wey,  ther  brode  Phebus  doun  alighte ; 
And  C^thea  hir  ohar-hors  over-raughte 
To  whirle  out  of  the  Lyon,  if  she  mighto ; 
And  Signiferhis  candeles  shewed  brighte, 
Whan  that  Griseyde  un-to  hir  bedde 
wente  1021 

In-with  hir  ftetdres  faire  brighte  tente. 

147.  Betoming  in  hir  soule  ay  up  and 
doun 

The  wordes  of  this'sodein  Diomede, 
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His  gree^  estat,  and  peril  of  the  totrn,  1025. 
And  that  she  was  allone  and  hadde  nede 
Of  freendes   help;   and  thns  bigan   to 

brede 
The  cause  why,  the  sothe  for  to  telle, 
That  she  tok  fiilly  porpoe  for  to  dweUe. 

148u  The  morwe  00m,  and  goostly  fbr  to 
Bpeke,  1030 

This  Diomede  is  come  nn-to  Criseyde, 
And  shortly,  lest  that  ye  my  tale  breke, 
So  wbI  he  for  him-sel've  spak  and  seyde, 
That  aUe  hir  sykes  sore  adoon  he  leyde. 
And  lynally,  the  sothe  for  to  seyne,    1035 
He  refte  hir  of  the  grete  of  al  hir  peyne. 

149.  And  after  this  the  story  telleth  ns, 
That  she  him  yaf  the  faire  basre  stede, 
The  which  he  ones  wan  of  Troilns ; 
And  eek  a  broche  (and  that  was  litel 

nede)  1040 

That  Troilns  was,  she  yaf  this  Diomede. 
And  eek,  the  bet  jQrom  sorwe   him.  to 

releve, 
She  made  him  were  a  penoel  of  hir  sieve. 

loO.  I  finde  eek  in  the  stories  ellea-where, 

Whan  through  the  body  hurt  was  Dio- 
mede 1045 

Of  Troilns,  tho  weep  she  many  a  tere, 

Whan  that  she  sangh  his  wyde  woondes 
blede; 

And  that  she  took  to  kepen  him  good 
hede. 

And  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwes  smerte. 

Men  sejrn,  I  not,  that  she  yaf  him  hir 
herte.  IQ50 

151.  Bnt  trewely,  the  stoiy  telleth  ns, 
Ther  made  never  womman  more  wo 
Than  she,  whan  that  she  falsed  Troilns. 
She  seyde,  '  alias !  for  now  is  dene  a-go 
My  name  of  tronthe  in  love,  for  over-mo ! 
For  I  have  fklsed  oon,  the  gentileste 
lliat  ever  was,  and  oon  the  worthieste ! 

152.  Alias,  of  me,  nn-to  the  worldes  ende, 
Shal  neither  been  y-writen  nor  y-songe 
No  good  word,  for  thise  bokes  wol  me 

shende,  1060 

O,  rolled  shal  I  been  on  many  a  tonge ! 


Thxongh-ont  the  world  my  belle  shal  be 

ronge; 
And  wommen  most  wol  hate  me  of  alle. 
Alias,  that  swioh  a  cas  me  sholde  falle ! 

163.  They  wol  sejm,  in  as  mnche  as  in 
me  is^  1065 

I  have  hem  doon  dishonour,  weylawey  I 
Al  be  I  not  the  firste  that  dide  amis, 
What  helpeth  that  to  do  my  blame  awey  ? 
Bnt  sin  I  see  there  is  no  bettre  way, 
And  that  to  late  is  now  for  me  to  rewe. 
To  Diomede  algate  I  wol  be  trewe.      107 1 

154.  But  Troilns,  sin  I  no  better  may, 
And  sin  that  thus  dei>arten  ye  and  I, 
Yet  preye  I  god,  so  yeve  yow  right  good 

day 
As  for  the  gentileste,  trewely,  1075 

That  ever  I  say,  to  serven  feithftiUy, 
And  best  can  ay  his  lady  honour  kope :' — 
And  with  that  word  the  brast  anon  to 

wepe. 

155.  *And  certes,  yow  ne  haten  shal  I 
never. 

And  fireendes  love,  that  shal  ye  han  of 
me,  *      1080 

And  my  good  word,  al  mighte  I  liven  ever. 

And,  trewely,  I  wolde  sozy  be 

For  to  seen  yow  in  adversitee. 

And  giltelees,  I  woot  wel,  I  yow  leve  ; 

But  al  shal  passe ;  and  thus  take  I  my 
leve.*  ic»85 

156.  But  trewely,  how  longe  it  was  bi- 
twene, 

That  she  for-sook  him  for  this  Diomede, 
Ther  is  non  auctor  telleth  it,  I  wene. 
Take  evexy  man  now  to  his  bokes  hede ; 
He  shal  no  terme  finden,  out  of  drede. 
For  though  that  he  bigan  to  wowe  hir 
sone,  IU91 

Er  he  hir  wan,  yet  was  ther  more  to  dono. 

157.  Ke  me  ne  list  this  sely  womman 
chyde 

Ferther  than  the  stoxy  wol  devyse. 
Hir  name,  alias  I  is  publisshed  so  wyde, 
That  for  hir  gilt  it  oughte  y-now  sxiffyse, 
And  if  I  mighte  excuse  hir  any  w>'8e, 
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For  she  so  sory  -was  for  hir  nntrouthej 
T-wifl,  I  wolde  excnBo  hir  yet  for  ronthe. 

158.  Thi«  TroUns,  as  I  bifom  have  told, 
Thus  dryveth  forth,  as  wol  as  he  hath 

might.  noi 

Bat  often  -was  his  herte  hoot  aiKd  cold, 
And  namely,  that  ilke  nynthe  night, 
Which  on  the  morwe  she  hadde  him 

byhight 
To  come  ayein  :  god  wot,  fbl  litel  reste 
Hadde  he  that  night ;  no-thing  to  slepe 

himleste.  1106 

159.  The  lanrer-crooned  Phehns,  with  his 
hete, 

Gan,  in  his  coarse  ay  apward  as  he  wente. 

To  warmen  of  fth'  est  see  the  wawes  wete ; 

And  Nisas  dooghter  song  with  fresh  en- 
tente, mo 

Whan  Troilns  his  Pandare  after  sente ; 

And  on  the  walles  of  the  toon  they 
pleyde, 

To  loke  if  they  can  seen  ought  of  Criseyde. 

160.  Til  it  was  noon,  they  stoden  for  to 
see 

Who  t^at  ther  come ;  and  every  maner 
wight,  1115 

That  cam  fro  fer,  they  seyden  it  was  she, 
Til  that  they  coude  knowen  him  a-right, 
Now  was  his  herte  dol,  now  was  it  light ; 
And  thos  by-japcd  stonden  for  to  stare 
Aboate  nought,  this  Troilns  and  P^tndare. 

161.  To  Pandanis  this  Troilns  tho  seyde, 
*  For  ought  I  wot,  bi-for  noon,  sikerly, 
In-to  this  toun  ne  comth  nought  here 

Crisoyde. 
She  liath  y-now  to  done,  hardily,         1 134 
To  winnen  from  hir  fader,  so  trowe  I ; 
Hir  olde  fader  wol  yet  make  hir  dyne 
Br  that  she  go ;  god  yeve  his  herte  pyne ! ' 

162.  Pandare  answerdo,  *  it  may  wel  be, 
oerteyn; 

And  for-thy  lat  us  dyne,  I  thee  biseche ; 
And  after  noon  than  mayst  thou  come 

ayeyn.'  1130 

And    hoom    they    go,    with-oute    more 

speohe; 


And  oomen  ayein,  but  longe  may  they 

seche 
Er  that  they  flnde  that  th^  after  cape  ; 
Fortune  hem  bothe  thenketh  for  to  jape. 

168.  Quod  Troilus,  ^I  see  wel  now,  that 
she  iijLS 

Is  taried  with  hir  olde  fiB^er  so, 

That  er  she  come,  it  wol  neigh  even  be. 

Com  forth,  I  wol  nn-to  the  yate  go. 

Thise  portoors  been  unkonninge  evex^mo ; 

And  I  wol  doon  hem  holden  up  the  yate 

As  nought  ne  were,  al-though  she  oome 
late.'  1 141 

164.  Tho  day  goth  faste,  and  after  that 

comth  eve. 
And  yet  com  nought  to  Troilas  Criseyde. 
He  loketh  forth  by  hegge,  by  tree,  by 

greve. 
And  fer  his  heed  over  the  wal  ho  leyde. 
And  at  the  laste  he  tomed  him,  and 

seyde,  ii4^> 

'  By  god,  I  woot  hir  mening  now,  Pandare ! 
Al-most,  y-wis,  al  newe  was  my  care. 

166.  Now  douteles,  this    lady    can    hir 

good; 
I  woot,  she  meneth  ryden  prively.       1 151) 
I  comende  hir  wysdom,  by  myn  hood ! 
She  wol  not  maken  peple  nycely 
Ganre  on  hir,  whan   she  comth ;   bnt 

soflely 
By  nighte  in-to  the  toun  she  thenketh 

ryde. 
And,  dere  brother,  thenk  not  longe  t' 

abyde.  1 155 

166.  We  han  nought  elles  for  to  doon, 
y-wis. 

And  Pandarus,  now  woltow  trowen  me? 
Have  here  my  trouthe,  I  see  hir !  yond 

she  is. 
Heve  up  thyn  eyen,  man !  mi^rstow  not 

see?' 
Pandare  answerde,  *nay,  so  mote  I  thee  ! 
Al  wrong,  by  god ;  what  seystow,  man, 

wherart?  1161 

That  I  see  yond  nis  but  a  fare-cart* 

167.  *  Alias,  thou  seist  right  sooth,'  quod 
Troilus; 

*  But  hardely,  it  is  not  al  for  nought  1 164 
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Tb&t  in  myn.  herte  I  now  rejojse  thns. 
It  is  ayein  aom  good  I  have  a  thought. 
Koot  I  not  how,  but   gin   that  I  was 

wrought, 
Ne  felte  I  swioh  a  eonfort,  dar  I  seye  ;< 
She  comth  to-night,  my  lyf,  that  donte 

Il^ye!' 

16S.  Pandare  answeide,  '  it  may  be  wel, 

y-noT:^h';  11 70 

And  held  with  him  of  al  that  ever  he 

seyde; 
But  in  his  herte  he  thonghte,  and  softe 

longh. 
And  to  him-eelf  ftil  sobrely  he  seyde  : 
^  From  haael-wode,  ther  Joly  HoHn  pleyde, 
Shal  oome   al  that  that  thon  abydest 

here;  1175 

Te,  fare>wel  al  the  snow  of  feme  3rere ! ' 

108.  The  waideinoftheyatesgantocalle 
The  folk  which  that  with-onte  the  yatea 

were, 
And  bad  hem  diyven  in  hir  bestes  alle, 
Or  al  the  night  they  moste  bleven  there. 
And  fer  with-in  the  night,  with  many 

a  tere,  1 181 

This  Troilns  gan  hoomward  for  to  xyde ; 
For  wel  he  seeth  it  helpeth  noiight  t'a- 

byde. 

170    Bnt  natheles,  hegladded  him  in  this ; 
He  thonghte  he  miaaooanted  hadde  his 

day,  1185 

And  seyde,  *  I  nnderstonde  have  al  a-mis. 
For  thflke  night  I  last  Criseyde  say, 
She  seyde,  **  I  shal  ben  here,  if  that  I 

may, 
Er  that  the  mone,  O  dere  herte  swete ! 
The  Lyon  passe,  out  of  this  Ariete.**    1190 

171.  For  which  she  may  yet  holde  al  hip 

bihesto.' 
And  on  the  morwe  nn-to  the  yate  he 

wente. 
And  np  and  down,  by  west  and  eek  by 


Up-on  the  walles  made  he  many  a  wente. 

But  al  for  nonght ;  his  hope  alwey  him 

blente;  1195 


For  which  at  night,  in  sorwe  and  ^ykes 

sore 
He   wente   him    hoom,  with-oaten  any 

more. 

172.  This  hope  al  clene  ont  of  his  herte 

fledde, 
He  nath  wher-on  now  lexiger  for  to  honge ; 
Bat  for  the  pejme  him  thonghte  his  herte 

bledde,  laoo 

So  were  his  throwes  sharps  and  wonder 

stronge. 
For  when  he  Bamgh  that  she  abood  so 

longe, 
He  niste  what  he  jnggen  of  it  mighte, 
Sin  she  hath  broken  that  she  him  bi- 

highte. 

178.  The  thridde,  ferthe,  flfle,  sizte  day 
After  tho  dayes  ten,  of  which  I  tolde, 
Bitwixen  hope  and  drede  his  herte  hiy, 
Yet  som-whattmstinge  on  hirhestesolde. 
Bnt  whan  he  sangh  she  nolde  hir  terme 

holde, 
He  can  now  seen  non  other  remedye,  laio 
Bnt  for  to  shape  him  sone  for  to  dye. 

174.  Ther-with  ihe  wikked  spirit,  god  ns 
blesse, 

Which  that  men  clepeth  wode  jalon^e, 
Qbh  in  him  crepe,  in  al  this  hevinesse ; 
For  which,  by-canse  he  wolde  sone  dye, 
He  ne  eet  ne  dronk,  for  his  malenoolye, 
And  eek  ftom  every  comi)anye  he  fledde ; 
This  was  the  lyf  that  al  the  tyme-  ho 
ledde. 

175.  He  so  defet  was,  that  no  maner  man 
Unnethe  mighte  him    knowe    ther   he 

wente ;  1220 

So  was  he  lene,  and  ther-to  pale  and  wan, 
And  feble,  that  he  walketh  by  potente ; 
And  with  his  ire  he   thns   him-selven 

shente. 
And  who-so  axed  him  wher-of  him  smerte, 
He  seyde,  his  harm  was  al  abonte  his 

herte.  1225 

176.  Pryam  fnl  ofte,  and  eek  his  moder 
dere, 

His  bretheren  and  his  sastren  gonne  him 
freyne 
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Why  he  so  sorwftil  wag  in  al  hia  chore, 
And  what  thing  was  the  cause  of  al  his 

peyne? 
Bat  al  for  nought ;  he  nolde  his  oanse 

pleyne,  1230 

But  seyde,  he  felte  a  grevons  maladye 
A-honte  hin  herte,  and  fayn  he  wolde  dye. 

177   So  on  a  day  he  leyde  him  donn  to 

slepe, 
And    so    btfel    that    in    his    sleep  him 

thonghte, 
That  in  a  forest  faste  he  welk  to  wepe   1 255 
For  love  of  hir  that  him  these  peynes 

wroughte ; 
And  np  and  doan  as  he  the  forest  soughte, 
He  mette  he  saagh  a  boor  with  toskes 

grete, 
That  sleep  ayein  the  bright  sonnes  hete. 

178.  And  by  this  boor,  faste  in  his  armes 
folde,  1240 

Lay  kissing  ay  his  lady  bright  Criseyde : 
For  sorwe  of  which,   whan  he  it    gan 

biholde, 
And  for  despyt,  out  of  hia  slepe  he  breyde, 
And  londe  he  cryde  on  Pandarus,  and 

seyde, 
'  0  Pandarus,  now  knowe    I  crop  and 

rote !  1245 

I  nam  but  deed,  ther  nis  non  other  bote  ! 

179.  My  lady  bright  Criseyde  hath  me 
bitrayed, 

In  whom  I  trusted  most  of  any  wight, 
She   elles-where    hatli    now   hir    herte 

apayed ; 
The  blisful   goddes,    through  hir  grete 

might,  1250 

Han  in  my  dreem  y-shewed  it  Ail  right. 
Thus  in    my    dreem    Criseyde    I    have 

biholde'— 
And  al  this  thing  to  Pandarus  he  tolde. 

180.  *  O  my  Criseyde,  alias !  what  subtil- 
tee, 

What  newe  lust,  what  beantee,  what 
science,  1255 

What  wratthe  of  juste  cause  have  ye  to 
me? 

What  gut  of  me,  what  fel  experience 

Hath  fro  me  raft,  alias  I  thyn.  advertence? 


0  truBt,  O  feyth,  O  depe  aseoraunce. 
Who  hath  me  refb  Criseyde,  al  my  pie* 

sannce  P  1260 

181.  Alias  I  why  leet  I  yoa  from  hennes 

For  which  wel  neigh  out  of  my  wit  I 

breyde? 
Who  shal  now  trowe  on  any  otbes  mo  ? 
God  wot  I  wende,  O  lady  bright,  Criseyde, 
That  every  word  was  gospel  that  ye  seyde ! 
But  who  may  bet  bigylen,  if  him  liste,  1266 
Than  he  on  whom  men  weneth  best  to 

triste? 

182.  What  shal  I  doon,  my  Pandarus, 
alias! 

1  fele  now  so  sharpe  a  newe  peyi^e. 
Sin  that  ther  is  no  remedie  in  this  cas. 
That  bet  were  it  I  with    myn  hondes 

tweyne  1*71 

My-«elven  slow,  than  alwey  thus  to  pleyne. 
For  through  my  deeth  my  wo  sholde  han 

an  ende, 
Ther  every  day  with  lyf  my-self  I  shende.* 

188.  Pandare  answerde  and  seyde,  *  alias 
the  whyle  1275 

That  I  was  bom ;  have  I  not  s^yd  er  thia, 

That  dremes  many  a  manor  man  bigyle? 

And  why?  for  folk  expounden  hem  a-mia. 

How  darstow  seyn  that  fals  thy  lady  is. 

For  any  dreem,  right  for  thyn  owene 
drede  ?  laSo 

Lat  be  this  thought,  thou  canst  no  dremes 
rede. 

184.  Parannter,  ther  thoadremest  of  this 
boor, 

It  may  so  be  that  it  may  signifye 
Hir  fader,  which  that  old  is  and  eek  hoor, 
Ayein  the  sonne  lyth,  on  poynt  to  dye,  1 285 
And  she  for  sorwe  ginneth  wepe  and  ciye, 
And  kisseth  him,  ther  he  lyth  on  the 

grounde ; 
Thus  shuldestow  thy  dreem  a-right  ex- 

pounde.' 

185.  *How  mtghte  I  thanne  do?'  quod 
Troilus, 

'To  knowe  of  this,  ye,  were  it  never  so 
lyte?'  1290 
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*  Xow  8e!ystow  wysly,'  quod  thisPandama, 
*My  reed  is  this,  sin  thou  canst  yrtl 

endyte, 
That  hastely  a  lettre  then  hir  -vnTte, 
Thoro^  which  thou  shalt  wel  bringen  it 

abonte, 
To  knowe  a  sooth  of  that  thoa  art  in 

doate.  1^95 

186.  And  see  now  why ;  for  this  I  dar  wel 
s^yn, 

That  if  BO  is  that  she  nntrewe  be, 
J  can  not  trowe  that  she  wol  wryte  ajreyn. 
And  if  she  wiyte,  thoa  shalt  fhl  sone  see, 
As  whether  she  hath  any  libertee       2300 
To  come  ayein,  or  elles  in  som  danse, 
If  she  be  let,  she  wol  assigne  a  cause, 

187.  Thou  hast  not  writen  hir  sin  that 
she  wento, 

Nor  she  to  thee,  and  this  I  dorste  leye, 
Ther  may  swich  cause  been  in  hir  en- 
tente, 1305 
That  hardely  thou  wolt  thy-selven  seye, 
That  hir  a-bood  the  beste  is  for  yow  tweye. 
Now  wryte  hir  thanne,  and  thou  shalt 

f  ele  sone 
A  sothe  of  al;  ther  is  no  more  to  done.* 

188.  Aoorded  been  to  this  condnsioun,  1310 
And  that  anoon,  these  like  lordes  two ; 
And  hastely  sit  Troilus  adoun, 

And  rolleth  in  his  herte  to  and  fro, 
How  he  mAy  best  disciyren  hir  his  wo. 
And  to  Criseyde,  his  owene  lady  dere,  1315 
He  WTOot  right  thus,  and  seyde  as  ye  may 
here. 

189.  *  Bight  fresshe  flour,  whos  I  have 
been  and  shal, 

With-outen  part  (Mf  elles-where  servjrse. 
With  herte,  body,  lyf;  lust,  thought,  and 

I,  woftil  wight,  in  every  humble  wyse  1320 
That  tonge  telle  or  herte  may  devyse, 
As  ofie  as  matere  occupyeth  place, 
JCe  ZMomaonde  nn-to  your  noble  grace. 

190.  I^yketh  it  yow  to  witen,  swete  herte, 
As  ye  wel  knowe  how  longe  tyme  agoon 
That  ye  me  lalte  in  aspre  peynes  smerte, 


Whan  that  ye  wente,  of  which  yet  bote 
noon  1327 

Have  I  non  had,  but  ever  wers  bigoon 
Fro  day  to  day  am  I,  and  so  mot  dwelle, 
While  it  yow  list,  of  wele  and  wo  my 
welle  I  1330 

191.  For  which  to   yow,   with    dredful 
herte  trewe, 

I  wryte,  as  he  that  sorwe  dryfth  to  wrsrte, 
My  wo,  that  every  houre  encreseth  newe, 
Compleyninge  as  I  dar  or  can  endyte. 
And  that  defiAoed  is,  that  may  ye  wyte  1335 
The  teres,  which  that  fro  myn  eyen  reyne, 
That  wolde  speke,  if  that  they  coude,  and 
plQSme. 

192.  Yow  first  biseche  I,  that  your  eyen 
dere 

To  look  on  this  defouled  ye  not  holde ; 
And  over  al  this,  that  3re,  my  lady  dere, 
Wol  vouche-sauf  this  lettre  to  biholde.  1341 
And  by  the  cause  eek  of  my  cares  colde, 
That  sleeth  my  wit,  A  ought  amis  me 
asterte,  » 

For-yeve  it  me,  myn  owene  swete  herte. 

198.  If  any  servant  dorste  or  oughte  of 

ri«ht  1345 

Up-on  his  lady  pitously  compleyne, 
Than  wene  I,  that  ich  onghte  be  that 

wight, 
Ckmsidered  this,  that  ye  these  monthes 

tweyne 
Han  taried,  ther   ye   seyden,  sooth  to 

sesme. 
But  dayes  ten  yenolde  in  ost  sojoume,  1350 
But  in  two  monthes  yet  ye  not  retouma 

194.  But  for-as-muohe  as  me  mot  nedes 
lyke 

Al  that  yow  list,  I  dar  not  pleyne  more. 
But  humbldy  with  sorwAil  sykes  flyke  ; 
Yow  wryte  ich  myn  unresty  sorwes  sore. 
Fro  day  to  day  desyring  ever-more      1356 
To  knowen  fully,  if  your  wil  it  were. 
How  ye  ban  ferd  and  doon,  whyl  ye  be 
there. 

195.  The  whos  wd-fare  and  hele  eek  god 
encresse  1359 

In  honour  swich,  that  upward  in  degree 
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Ifc  growe  alwey,  so  that  it  never  oesae ; 
Right  as  your  herte  ay  can,  my  lady  free, 
Devyse,  I  prey  to  god  so  xnote  it  be. 
And  grannte  it  that  ye  sone  niHon 

revre 
As  wisly  a0  in  al  I  am  yow  trewe. 


me 


1365 

196.  And  if  yow  lyketh  knowen  of  the  fare 
Of  me,  whofl  wo  ther  may  no  wight  di»- 

oryve, 
I  can  no  more  but,  oheete  of  evexy  care, 
At  wrytinge  of  this  lettre  I  was  on-lyve, 
Al  redy  out  my  wofUl  gost  to  dryve;  1370 
Which  I  delays  o"^^  holde  him  yet  in 

honde, 
Upon  the  sight  of  matere  of  your  sonde. 

197.  Myn  eyen  two,  in  veyn  with  which 
I  see, 

Of  sorweful  teres  salte  am  waxen  welles ; 
My  song,  In  pleynte  of  myn  adveraitee ; 
Hy  good  in  harm ;  myn  ese  eek  waxen 

helle  is.  1376 

My  joye,  in  wo  ;*I  can  sey  yow  nought 

eUes, 
But  turned  is,  for  which  my  lyf  I  warie, 
Everich  joye  ur  ese  in  his  contrarie. 

198.  Which  with  your    cominge   hoom 
ayein  to  Troye  1380 

Ye  may  redresse,  and,  more  a  thousand 

sythe 
Than  ever  ich  hadde,  encresen  in  me  joye. 
For  was  ther  never  herte  yet  so  blythe 
To  han  his  lyf,  as  I  shal  been  as  swythe 
As  I  yow  see ;   and,  though  no  maner 

routhe  1385 

Commeve   yow.  yet   thinketh   on   your 

trouthe. 

100.  And  if  so  be  my  gilt  hath  deeth 

deserved, 
Or  if  you  list  no  more  up-on  me  see, 
In  guerdon  yet  of  that  I  have  you  served, 
Biseche  I  yow,  myn  hertes  lady  ftree,  1390 
,  That  here-upon  ye  wolden  wryte  me. 
For  love  of  god,  my  righte  lode-sterre, 
Ther  deeth  may  make  an  ende  of  al  my 
werre. 

200.  If  other  catise  aught  doth  yow  for  to 

dwelle,  1394 

That  with  your  lettre  yo  me  recomforte ; 


For  though  to  me  your  absence  is  an  helle. 
With  pacienoe  I  wol  my  wo  comporta, 
And  with    your   lettre   of  hope   I  wol 

desporte. 
Kow  wryteth,  swete,  and  lat  me  thus  not 

pleyne ; 
With  hope,  or  deeth,  delivareih  me  fro 

peyne.  1400 

201.  Y-wis,  myn  owene  dere  herte  trewe, 
I  woot  that,  whan  ye  next  up-on  me  see. 
So  lost  have  I  myn  hele  and  eek  myn  hewe, 
Criseyde  shal  nought  conne  knowe  me ! 
Y-wis,  myn  hertes  day,  my  lady  free,  1405 
So  thursteth  ay  myn  herte  to  biholde 
Yourbeautee,  that  my  lyf  unnethe  I  holde. 

202.  I  sey  no  more,  al  have  I  for  to  seye 
To  you  wel  more  than  I  telle  mi^ ;  1409 
But  whether  that  ye  do  me  live  or  deye. 
Yet  pray  I  god,  so  yeve  yow  right  good  day. 
And  £Bxeth  wel,  goodly  fiiyre  fresshe  may. 
As  ye  that  lyf  or  deeth  me  may  oomaunde ; 
And  to  your  trouthe  ay  I  me  raoomannde 

203.  With  hole  swich  that,  but  ye  yeven 
me  1415 

The  same  hele,  I  shal  noon  hele  have. 
In  you  lyth,  whan  yow  list  that  it  so  be. 
The  day  in  which  me  olothen  shal  my 

grave. 
In  yow  my  lyf,  in  yow  xnight  for  to  save 
Me  from  disese  of  alle  peynes  smerte  ;  1420 
And  fare  now  wel,  myn  owene  swete  herte ! 
Le  vosftre  T.' 

204.  This  lettre  forth  was  sent   un-to 
Criseyde, 

Of  which  hir  answere  in  effect  was  this ; 
Ful  pitously  she  wroot  ayein,  and  seyde, 
That  al-so  sone  as  that  she  might,  y-wis. 
She  wolde  come,  and  mende  al  that  was 

mis.  14J6 

And  fynally  she  wroot  and  seyde  him 

thanne, 
She  wolde  come,  yo,  but  she  niste  whanne. 

205.  But  in  hir  lettre  made  she  swich 
festes. 

That  wonder  was.  and  swereth  she  loveth 

him  best,  1430 

Of  which  he  fond  but  botmolees  bihestes. 
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Bat  Troilns,  thou  mayst  now,  est  or  west, 
Pype  in  an  ivy  leef,  if  that  thee  lest ; 
Thus  gooth  the  nvorld ;  god  shilde  us  fxo 

mischannce, 
And  every  wiglit  that  me&eth  troathe 

avaunoe  1  i455 

206.  Encresen  gan  the  wo  firo  day  to  night 
Of  Troilns,  for  taryinge  of  Criseyde ; 
And  lessen  gan  his  hope  and  eek  his 

might, 
For  which  al  donn  he  in  his  bed  him 

leyde ; 
He  ne  eet,  ne  dronk,  ne  sleep,  ne  word  he 

s^yde,  1440 

Imagininge  ay  that  she  was  unkinde ; 
For  which  wel  neigh  he  wez  oat  of  his 


207.  This  dreem,  of  which  I  told  have  eek 

bifom, 
Kay  never  come  out  of  his  remembrannce  ; 
He  thoughte  ay  wel  he  hadde  h.is  lady 

lom^  1445 

And  that  Joves,  of  his  ptirveyantioe, 
Him  shewed  hadde  in  sleep  the  signifi- 

aance 
Of  bir  nntroathe  and  hig  disaventnre, 
And  that  the  boor  was  shewed  him  in 

figore. 

20&  For  which  he  for  Sibille  his  soster 
sente,  1450 

That  called  was  Cassandre  eek  al  aboute ; 
And  al  liis  dreem  he  tolde  hir  er  he  stente, 
And  hir  bisonghte  assoilen  him  the  donte 
Of  the  stronge  boor,  with  tnskes  stonte  ; 
And  fynally,  with-inne  a  litel  stonnde, 
Cassandre  him  gan  right  thus  his  dreem 
exponnde.  1456 

209.  She  gan  first  smyle,  and  seyde,  '  0 

brother  dere, 
If  thoa  a  sooth  of  this  desyrest  knowe, 
Thon  most  a  fewe  of  olde  stories  here, 
To  pnrpos,  how  tiiat  fortune  over-throwe 
Hath  lordes  olde ;  through  which,  with- 

inne  a  throwe,  146 1 

Thoa  wel  this  boor  shalt  knowe,  and  of 

what  kinde 
He  oomen  is,  as  men  in  bokes  flnda 


210.  Diane,  which  that  wrooth  was  and  in 
ire 

For  Grekes  nolde  doon  hir  sacril^se,  1465 
Ne  encens  up-on  hir  auter  sette  a-fyre, 
She,  for  that  Grekes  gonne  hir  so  dispyse, 
Wrak  hir  in  a  wonder  cruel  wysa. 
For  with  a  boor  as  greet  as  oxe  in  stalle 
She  made  up  £rete  hir  com  and  vynes  alle. 

211.  To  slee  this  boor  was  al  the  contree 
reysed,  147 1 

A-monges  which  ther  com,  this  boor  to  see, 
A  mayde,  oon  of  this  world  the   best 

y-preysed ; 
And  Meleagre,  lord  of  that  contree, 
He  lovede  so  this  fresshe  mayden  free  1475 
That  with  his  manhod,  er  he  wolde  stente, 
This  boor  he  slow,  and  hir  the  heed  he 

sente; 

212.  Of  which,  as  olde  bokes  tellen  us, 
Ther  roos  a  contek  and  a  greet  envye  ; 
And  of  this  lord  descended  l^eus      1480 
By  ligne,  or  elles  olde  bokes  lye  ; 

But  how  this  Meleogre  gan  to  dye 
Thoragh  his  moder,  wol  I  yow  not  telle. 
For  al  to  long  it  were  for  to  dwclle.' 


[AryfumeKt  c/ the  12  Books  0/ Statins' 
Thebaia] 

ASBociat  profogum  Tideo  prinwa  Polimi- 

tem; 
Tidea  legatum  dooet  insidiosque  Mcundtts ; 
Terciut  Hemoniden  canit  et  vates  lati- 

tantes; 
Quartus  habet  reges  ineuntes  prelia  sep- 

tem;  4 

Mox  furie  Lenne  quinto  narrator  et  ang^ ; 
Archimori  bustum  texto  ludique  leguntur ; 
Dat    Graios   Thebes  et  vatem    aeptimua 

vmbris; 
Octauo  cecidit  Tideus,  spea,  vita  Pelasgis ; 
Ypomedon   nono   moritur    cum  Partho- 

nopeo ;  9 

Folmine    percnssus,     deeimo    Capaneus 

Buperatur ;    ' 
Vndecimo    sese    perimunt    per    vulnera 

fratres; 
Argiuam    flentem    narrat    duodenua   et 

ignem.  12 
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218.  She  toldd  eek  how  TydenB,  er  she 
stente,  1485 

Un-to  the  stzonge  oitee  of  Thebes, 
To  cleyme  kingdom  of  the  oiteOf  wente, 
For  his  felawOf  dann  Poljmites, 
Of  which  the  brother^  dHun  Ethyocles, 
Fxd    WTOixgfuny    of   Thebes    held    the 
strengthe ;  1490 

This  tolde  she  hy  proces,  al  by  leogthe. 

214.  She  tolde  eek  how  Hemonides  asterte, 
Whaniydeus  sloagh  fifty  knightes  stoate. 
She  tolde  eek  al  the  prophesyes  by  herte, 
And  how  that  sevene  kinges,  with  hir 

route,  1495 

Bisegeden  the  citee  al  aboate  ; 
And  of  the  holy  serpent,  and  the  welle, 
And  of  the  furies,  al  she  gan  him  telle. 

215.  Of  Ardhimoris   buryinge   and   the 
pleyes, 

And   how  Amphiorax   fll    through   the 
grounde,  1500 

How  Tydeus  was  slayn,  lord  of  Argeyes, 
And  how  Ypomedoun  in  litel  stounde 
Was   dreynt,  and   deed   Parthonope  of 

wounde ; 
And  also  how  Cappanfins  the  pronde 
With  thondernlint  was  slajoi,  that  oiyde 
loude.  1505 

216.  She  gan  eek  telle  him  how  that 
either  brother, 

Ethyocles  and  Polimyte  also, 
At  a  scarmyche,  eche  of  hem  slough  other, 
And  of  Argyves  wepinge  and  hir  wo ; 
And  how  the  town  was  brent  she  tolde 
eek  tho.  1510 

And  so  descendoth  doun  firom  gestes  olde 
To  Diomede,  and  thus  she  spak  and  tolde. 

217.  '  This  iike  boor  bitokneth  Biomede, 
Tydeus  sone,  that  doun  descended  ia 
Fro  Meleagre,  that  made  the   boor  to 

blede.  1515 

And  thy  lady,  wher-so  she  be,  y-wis, 
This  Diomede  hir  herte  hath,  and  she  his. 
Weep  if  thou  wolt,  or  leef ;  for,  out  of 

doute, 
This  Diomede  is  inne,  and  thou  art  oute.' 


218.  'Thou  seyst  nat  sooth,*  quod  he. 
*  thou  soroerease. 

With  al  thy  false  goost  of  prophesye !  152 1 
Thou  wenest  been  a  greet  devsmereose  ; 
Now  seestow  not  this  fool  of  fiuitasye 
Peyneth  hir  on  ladyes  for  to  lye? 
Awey,*  quod  he,  *ther  Joves  yeve  thee 

sorwe !  1525 

Thou  Shalt  be  fals,  paraunter,  yet  to- 

morwe! 

219.  As  wel  thou  mightest  lyen  on  Aleeste, 
That  was  of  creatures,  but  men  lye. 
That  ever  weren,  kindest  and  the  beste. 
For  whanne  hir  housbonde  was  in  jn- 

partye  i53i> 

To  dye  him-self,  but-if  she  wolde  dye, 
She   ohees  for  him  to   dye  and  go  to 

helle, 
And  starf  anoon,  as  ub  the  bokes  telle.' 

220.  Cassandre  goth,  and  he  with  cruel 
herte  1534 

For-yat  his  wo,  for  angre  of  hir  speohe ; 
And  from  his  bed  al  sodeinly  he  sterte, 
As  though  al  hool  him  hadde  y-mad  a 
leche.  1537 

And  day  1^  day  he  gan  enquere  and  seche 
A  sooth  of  this,  with  al  his  fulle  cure  ; 
And  thus  he  dryeth  forth  his  aventure. 

221.  Fortune,  whiche  that  permutacioun 
Of  thinges  hath,  as  it  is  hir  committed 
Through  purveyaunce  and  disposicionn 
Of  heighe  Jove,  as  regnes  shal  ben  flitted 
Fro  folk  in  folk,  or  whan  th^  shal  ben 

smitted,  1545 

Qan  pulle  awey  the  fetheres  brighte  of 

Troye 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  they  ben  bare  of  jpye. 

222.  Among  al  this,  the  fyn  of  the  parodie 
Of  Ector  gan  approchen  wonder  blyve ; 
The  fate  wolde  his  soule  sholde  nnbodie. 
And  shapen  hadde  a  mene  it  out  to  diyve ; 
Ayeins  which  &te  him  helpeth  not  to 

Biryye ;  155a 

But  on  a  day  to  lighten  gan  he  wende. 
At  which,  alias  I   he  oaughte  bis  lyves 

ende. 
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22s.  For  whioh  me  thinketh  eveiy  manor 

wight  X555 

That  haunteth  armes  onghte  to  Mwayle 
The  deeth  of  him  that  was   so   noble 

a  knight; 
For  as  he  drongh  a  Idng  by  th'aventajle, 
Unwar  of  this,  Achilles  through  the  mayle 
And  through  the  body  gan  him  for  to 

lyve;  1560 

And  thus  this  worthy  knight  was  broo^t 

of  lyve. 

224.  For  whom,  as  olde  bokes  tellen  ns, 
Was  maad  swich  wo,  that  tonge  it  may 

not  telle; 
And  namely,  the  sorwe  of  Troilns,       1564 
That  next  him  was  of  worthinesse  welle. 
And  in  this  wo  gan  Troilns  to  dwelle, 
That,  what  for  sorwe,  and  love,  and  for 

nnreste, 
Fol  ofte  a  day  he  bad  his  herte  breste. 

225.  Bat  nathelea,  though  he  gan  him 
dispeyre,  1569 

And  dzadde  ay  that  his  lady  was  xmtrewe, 
Tet  ay  on  hir  his  herte  gan  repeyre. 
And  as  these  loveres  doon,  he  soughte  ay 

newe 
To  gete  ayein  Cris^yde,  bright  of  hewe. 
And  in  his  herte  ^e  wente  hir  excosinge, 
That  CSalkas  cansede  al  hir  taxyinge.   1575 

226.  And  ofte  tyme  he  was  in  pnrpos 
grete 

Him-selven  lyk  a  pilgrim  to  disgyse, 
To  seen  hir ;  bat  he  may  not  contrefete 
To  been  onknowen  of  folk  that  weren 
wyse,  1579 

Ke  iinde  ezoose  aright  that  may  so^se, 
If  he  among  the  Orekes  knowen  were ; 
For  which  he  weep  fol  ofte  many  a  tere. 

227.  To  hir  he  wroot  yet  ofte  tyme  al 


Fol  pxtoosly,  he  lefte  it  nooght  for  slouthe, 
Biseching  hir  that,  sin  that  he  was  trewe, 
fShe  wolde  oome  ayein  and  holde  hir 

troatha.  1586 

For  which*  Cnseyde  np-on   a  day,  for 

roothe, 
I  take  it  so,  tonohinge  al  this  matere, 
Wiot  him  ayein,  and  s^yde  as  ye  may 

hera 


228.  '  Cnpydes  sone,  ensampie  of  goodli- 
hede,  1590 

0  swerd  of  knighthod,  soars  of  gentilesse ! 
How  mighte  a  wight  in  torment  and  in 

drede 
And  helelees,  yow  sonde  as  yet  gladnesse? 

1  hertelees,  I  syke,  I  in  distresse  ;  1594 
Sin  ye  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  may  dele, 
Yow  neither  sonde  ioh  herte  may  nor  hele. 

229.  Yoar  lettres  fol,  the  papir  al  y- 
pl^yntod, 

Conseyved  hath  myn  hertes  pidtee ; 
I  have  eek  s^yn  with  teres  al  depeynted 
Yoar  lettre,  and  how  that  ye  reqaeren  me 
To  come  ayein,  which  yet  no  may  not  be. 
Bat  why,  lest  that  tiiis  lettra  foonden 
were,  1602 

No  mencionn  no  make  I  now,  for  ferou 

280.  Qrevons  to  me,  god  woot^  is  yoar 
onreste, 

Yoar  haste,  and  that,  the  goddes-  or- 
denaance,  1605 

It  aemeth  not  ye  take  it  for  the.  bested 

Nor  other  thing  nis  in  yoar  remem- 
braance. 

As  thinketh  me,  bat  only  yoar  plesaonoe. 

Bat  both  not  wrooth,  and  that  I  yow 
biaeohe ;  1609 

For  that  I  tarie,  is  al  for  wikkad  speche. 

281.  For  I  have  herd  wel  more  than  I 
wende, 

Toaohinge  as  two,  how  thinges  han  ^ 

stonde ; 
Whioh  I  shal  with  dissimolinge  amende. 
And  both  noaght  wrooth,  I  have   eek 

anderstonde,  1614 

How  ye  no  doon  bat  holden  me  in  honde. 
Bat  now  no  fors,  I  can  not  in  yow  gesso 
Bat  alio  troathe  and  alio  gentilesse. 

282.  Gomen  I  wol,  bat  yet  in  swioh  dis- 
joynte 

I  stonde  as  now,  that  what  yeer  or  what 

day 
That  this  shal  bo,  that  can  I  not  apoynte. 
Bat  in  effect,  I  prey  yow,  as  I  may,     i6at 
Of  yonr  good  word  and  of  yonr  firendship 
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For  twwely,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may  dure, 
As  for  a  fVeend.  ye  may  in  me  assure. 

238.  Yet  preye  I  yow  on  yvei  ye  ne  take, 
That  it  is  short  which  that  I  to  yow 

wryte ;  i6a6 

I  dar  not,  ther  I  am,  wel  lettres  make. 
Xe  never  yet  ne  coude  I  wel  endyte. 
Kck  greet  effect  men  wrjrte  in  place  lyte. 
Th'ontente  is  al,  and  nought  the  lettres 

space ;  1630 

And  fareth  now  wel,  god  have  you  in  his 

graoe! 

La  vostre  C 

C34.  This  Troilus  this  lettre  thonghte  al 

straunge, 
\Mian  he  it  saugh,  and  sorwefully  he 

sighte; 
Him    thonghte    it    lyk    a    kalendes    of 

chaunge ; 
But  fynally,  he  fulne  trowen  mighte  1635 
That  she  no  wolde  him  holden  that  she 

highte; 
For  with  ful  yvel  wil  list  him  to  leve 
That  loveth  wel,  in  swich  cas,  though 

him  greve. 

286.  But  natheles,  men  seyn  that,  at  the 
laste,  1639 

For  any  thing,  men  shal  the  sothe  see ; 
And  sMrich  a  oas  bitidde,  and  that  as  faste, 
That  Troilus  wel  understood  that  she 
Xas  not  so  kinde  as  that  hir  oughte  be. 
And  fynally,  he  woot  now,  out  of  doute, 
That  al  is  lost  that  he  hath  been  aboute. 

286.  Stood  on  a  day  in  his  malenoolye  1646 
This  Troilus,  and  in  snspecioun 
Of  hir  for  whom  he  wende  for  to  dye. 
And  so  bifel,  that  through-out  Troye  toun, 
As  was  the  gyse,  y-bore  was  up  and  doun 
A  manor  oote^armure,  as  seyth  the  storie, 
Bifom  Deiphebe,  in  signe  of  his  viotorie, 

237.  The  whicho  cote,  as  telleth  Lollius, 
Deiphebe  it  hadde  y-rent  from  Diomedo 
The  same  day ;  and  whan  this  Troilus  1655 
It  saugh,  he  gan  to  taken  of  it  hede, 
Avysing  of  the  lengthe  and  of  the  brede, 
And  al  the  werk ;  but  as  he  gan  biholde, 
Ful  sodeinly  his  herte  gan  to  colde. 


288.  As  he  that  on  the  coler  fond  with- 
inne  i66(> 

A  broche,  that  he  Criseyde  yaf  that  morwe 
That  she  from  Troye  mosto  nodes  twinne. 
In  remembraunoe  of  him  and  of  his  sorwe ; 
And  she  him  leyde  ayein  hir  feyth  to 
borwe  1664 

To  kepe  it  ay ;  but  now,  tal  wel  he  wiste, 
His  lady  nas  no  lenger  on  to  triste. 

289.  He  gooth  him  hoom,  and  gan  ful 
sone  sende 

For  Pandarus ;  and  al  this  newe  chaunoe. 
And  of  this  broche,  ha  tolde  him  word 

and  ende,  1669 

Compleyninge  of  hir  hertes  variaunce, 
His  longe  love,  his  trouthe,  and  his  pen- 

aunce; 
And  after  deeth,  with-outen  wordes  more, 
Ful  faste  he  cxyde,  his  restehim  to  restore. 

240.  Than  spak  he  thus,  *0  lady  myn 
Crisejrde, 

Wher  is  your  teyih,  and  wher  is  your 

biheste?  1675 

Wher  is  your  love,  wher  is  your  trouthe  ?  * 

he  seyde ; 
<  Of  Diomede  have  ye  now  al  this  feste ! 
Alias,  I  wolde  have  trowed  at  the  leste, 
That,  sin  ye  nolde  in  trouthe  to  me  stonde. 
That  ye  thus  nolde  ban  holden  me  iu 
honde !  1680 

241.  Who  shal  now  trowe  on  any  othes 
mo? 

Alias,  I  never  wolde  ban  wend,  er  this, 
That  ye,  Criseyde,  ooude  ban  chaunged  so ; 
Ne,  but  I  hadde  a-gilt  and  doon  amis,  1684 
80  cruel  wende  I  not  your  herte,  y-wis. 
To  slee  me  thus;   alias,  your  name  of 

trouthe 
Is  now  for^loon,  and  that  is  al  my  roothe. 

242.  Was  ther  non  other  broche  yow  liste 
lete 

To  fefie  with  your  newe  love,'  quod  he,  16S0 
'  But  thilke  broohe  that  I,  with  teres  wete, 
Yow  yaf,  as  for  a  remembraunoe  of  me? 
Non  other  cause,  alias,  ne  hadde  ye 
But  for  despyt,  and  eek  for  that  ye  mente 
Al-outrely  to  shewen  your  entente ! 
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^48.  Through  which  I  see  that  olene  out 
of  your  minde  1695 

Ye  han  me  tost,  and  I  ne  can  nor  may, 
For  al  this  world,  with-in  myn  herte  finde 
T  unloven  yow  a  quarter  of  a  day ! 
In  cursed  tyme  I  bom  waa,  weylaway ! 
That  ye,  that  doon  me  al  this  wo  endure, 
Yet  love  I  best  of  any  creature.  1701 

^44.  Now  god,'  quod  he,  *  me  sende  yet 

the  grace 
That  I  may  meten  with  this  Biomede ! 
And  tiewcJy ,  if  I  have  might  and  spcuse, 
Yet  shal  I  make,  I  hope,  his  sydes  blede. 

0  god,*  quod  he, '  that  oughtest  taken  hede 
To  fortheren    trouthe,  and  wronges  to 

pnnyce,  1707 

Why  niltow  doon  a  yengeaunce  on  this 
vyce? 

243.  O  Fandare,  that  in  dremes  for  to 

triste 
Me  Uamed  hast,  and  wont  art  ofte  up- 

breyde,  1710 

Now  majstow  see  thy-selve,  if  that  thee 

liste, 
How  trewe  is  now  thy  nece,  bright  Ori- 

seyde! 
In  Bondry  formes,  god  it  woot,*  he  seyde, 
*  The  goddes  shewen  bothe  joye  and  tene 
In  alepe,  and  by  my  dreme  it  is  now  sene. 

246.  And    oertaynly,    with-oute    more 
speche,  1716 

From  hennes-forth,  as  ferforth  as  I  may, 
M 3m  owene  deeth  in  armes  wol  I  seche ; 

1  reoche  not  how  sone  be  the  day ! 

But  trowely,  Criseyde,  swete  may,       1720 
Whom  I  have  ay  with  al  my  might  y- 

served, 
That  ye  thus  doon,  I  have  it  nought 

deserved.' 

247.  This  Pandams,  that  alle  these  thinges 
herde, 

And  wiste  wel  he  seyde  a  sooth  of  this, 
He  nought  a  word  ayein  to  him  answerde  ,* 
For  sory  of  his  frendes  sorwe  he  is,  1 726 
And  shamed,  for  his  nece  hath  doon  a-mis ; 
And  stant,  astoned  of  these  causes  tweye. 
As  stille  as  stoon ;  a  word  ne  coude  he 
•eye. 


24a  But  at  the  laste  thus  he  spak,  and 
seyde,  17.^ 

'  My  brother  dere,  I  mi^  thee  do  no-more. 

What  shulde  I  seyn?  I  hate,  y-wis, 
Criseyde! 

And  god  wot,  I  wol  hate  hir  evermore  ! 

And  that  thou  me  bisoughtest  doon  of 
yore,  1734 

Havinge  un-to  myn  honour  ne  my  reste 

Bight  no  reward,  I  dide  al  that  thee  leste. 

249.  If  I  dide  ought  that  mighte  lyken 

thee, 
It  is  me  leef ;  and  of  this  treson  now, 
God  woot,  that  it  a  sorwe  is  un-to  me  ! 
And  dredelees,  for  hertee  ese  of  yow,  1740 
Bight  fiiyn  wolde  I  amende  it,  wiste  I  how. 
And  firo  this  world,  almighty  god  I  preye, 
Belivere  hir  sone ;  I  can  no-more  seye.' 

260.  Gret  was  the  sorwe  and  pl^ynt  of 
TroUus; 

But  forth  hir  oouzb  fortune  ay  gan  to 
holde.  1745 

Criseyde  loveth  the  sone  of  lydeus, 
And  Troilus  nxot  wepe  in  cares  oolde. 
Swioh  is  this  world;   who-eo  it  can  bi- 

holde, 
In  eohe  estat  is  litel  hertes  reste ;       1749 
Qod  leve  us  for  to  take  it  for  the  beste  ! 

261.  In  many  cruel  bati^le,  out  of  drede, 
Of  Troilus,  this  like  noble  knight. 

As  men  mi^  in  these  olde  bokes  rede. 
Was  sene  his  knighthod  and  his  grete 

might. 
And  dredelees,  his  ire,  day  and  night,  1755 
Fnl  cruelly  the  Grekes  ay  aboughte ; 
And  alwey  most  this  Diomede  he  soughte. 

262.  And  ofte  tyme,  I  finde  that  they 
mette  1758 

With  blody  strokes  and  with  wordes  grete, 
Assayinge  how  hir  speres  weren  whette ; 
And  god  it  woot,  with  many  a  cruel  heto 
Gan  Troilus  upon  his  helm  to-bete. 
But  natheles,  fortune  it  nought  ne  wolde. 
Of  otheres  bond  that  either  deyen  sholde. — 

263.  And  if  I  hadde  y-taken  for  to  wxyte 
The  armes  of  this  iike  worthy  man,    1 766 
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Than  wolde  I  of  his  bataUlM  endyte. 
Bat  for  that  I  to  wxyte  first  bigan 
Of  his  lov8f  I  have  seyd  as  that  I  can.  1769 
His  -worthy  dedes,  who-so  list  hem  here^ 
Beed  Daam,  he  oan  telle  hem  alle  y-f ere. 

254.  Bifleohixige  every  lady  bright  of  hewe, 
And  every  gentil  womman,  'what  she  bfi, 
That  al  be  that  Criseyde  was  nntrewe, 
Thatfor  that  gilt  she  be  not  wrooth  with 
me.  177s 

Ye  may  hir  gilt  in  othere  bokss  see ; 
And  gladlier  I  -wol  wryten,  if  yow  leste, 
Penelopefis  tnmthe  and  good  Aloeste. 


255.  Ne  I  sey  not  this  al-only  for  these 

men, 

Bat  most  for 

Throogh&lse 


wommen  that  bitraysed  be 
folk ;  god  yeve  hem  sorwe, 
!  X781 

That  with  hir  grete  wit  and  sabtiltee 
Bitrayse  yow !  and  this  oommeveth  me 
To  speke,  and  in  effect  yow  alle  I  preye, 
Beth  war  of  men,  and  herkeneth  what 
I  S03re  I —  X785 

856.  Go,  litel  book,  go  litel  myn  tregedie, 
Ther  god  thy  maker  yet,  er  that  he  dye, 
80  sende  might  to  make  in  som  oomedie ! 
Bat  litel  book,  no  making  thoa  n'enyye, 
But  sabgit  be  to  alle  poe^ye ;  1790 

And  kis  the  steppes,  wh«r«s  thoa  seest 

paoe 
Yirgile,  Ovsrde,  Qmer,  Lacan,  and  Staoa 

S67.  And  for  ther  is  so  greet  divendtee 
In  English  and  in  wryting  of  oar  tonge. 
So  preye  I  god  that  noon  miswryte  thee, 
Ne  thee  mismetre  for  defaateof  tonge.  1796 
And  red  wher-so  thoa  be,  or  elles  songe. 
That  thoa  be  anderstonde  I  god  beeeohe  I 
Bat  yet  to  parpos  of  my  rather  speche. — 

258.  The  wraththe,  as  I  began  yaw  for  to 
seye,  1800 

Of  Troilas,  the  Orekes  booghten  dere ; 
For  thoasandes  his  hondes  maden  deye, 
As  he  that  was  with-oaten  any  pare, 
Save  Ector,  in  his  tyme,  as  I  can  here. 
Bat  weylaway,  save  only  goddeswille,  1805 
Dispitoasly  him  slough  ihe  flers  Aohille. 


259.  And  whan  that  he  was  slayn  in  this 

manere, 
His  llghte  goosfc  fal  Uisftilly  is  went 
Up  to  the  holownesse  of  the  seventh  spere^ 
In  oonvBTS  letinge  svexy  element ;      s8to 
And  ther  he  sangh,  with  Ail  avysemsBt, 
The  erratik  sterres,  herkeninge  armonye 
With  sownss  fUle  of  hevenish  melodye. 

200.  And  doan  flwm  thannesfestehe  gan 
avyae  1814. 

This  litel  spot  of  erthe,  that  with  the  see 
EnbnMsed  is,  and  folly  gan  despyse 
This  WTCOohed  worlds  and  hdld  al  vanitee 
To  reipeot  of  the  pl^yn  felioiteo 
That  is  in  hevene  above ;  and  at  the  laste, 
Ther  he  was  slayn,  his  loking  doon  he 

1830 


261.  And  in  hin^self  he  loagh  right  at 

the  wo 
Of  hem  that  wepten  for  his  deeth  sofkste ; 
And  dampned  al  oar  werk  that  folweth  so 
Hie  blinde  last,  the  which  that  ma^  not 

lasts,  1824. 

And  sholden  al  oar  herte  on  hevene  oaste. 
And  forth  he  wente,  shortly  for  to  telle, 
Ther  as  Meroarie  sorted  him  to  dwelle. — 

862.  Swich  fyn  hath,  lo,  this  Troilas  for 

love, 
Swioh  fyn  hath  al  his  grete  worthinesse ; 
Swich  fyn  hath  his  estat  real  above,   1850 
Swich  fyn  his  last,  swich  fyn  hath  his 

noblesse; 
Swich  fyn  hath  fadse  worldes  brotelnesse. 
And  thas  bigan  his  lovinge  of  Criseyde, 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  wyse  he  deyde^ 

268.  O  yonge  firesshe  folkes,  he  or  she,  1835 
In  which  that  love  ap  groweth  with  your 

Bepeyreth  hoom  firom  worldly  vanitee, 
And  of  yoar  herte  ap-casteth  the  visage 
To  thilke  god  that  after  his  image 
Yow   made,  and   thinketh   al    nis  bat 

afiiyre  1840 

This  world,  that  pasctoth  sone  as  floares 

fiqrre. 

264.    And  loveth  him,  the  which  that 

right  for  love 
Upon  a  CTOs,  oar  sooles  for  to  b^ye. 
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Fintt  itarf,  and  roos,  and  sit  in  hevene 


For  he  nil  fidaen  no  wight,  dar  I  seya,  1845 
Tbat  wol  his  herte  al  hooUy  on  him  loye. 
And  sin  he  best  to  love  is,  and  most  meke, 
What  nedeth  fejned  loves  for  to  seke? 

S65.  Lo  here,  of  Fayens  ooxsed  olde  zytes, 
liO  here,  what  alls  hir  goddes  may  avaiUe ; 
liO  here,  these  wreoohed  worldes  appe- 

tytes ;  "  1851 

Xo  here,  the  fyn  and  gaerdon  for  travaille 
Of  Jove,    Appollo,    of  Mars,    of  swioh 

raseaiUe! 
Jjo  here,  the  fbnne  of  olde  derkes  speohe 
In  poetx7e,if  yehir  bokesseche.-^     1855 

26a  O  moral  Gower,  this  hook  I  directe 
To  thee,  and  to  the  philosophical  Strode, 
To  Tonfihen  aaof,  ther  node  is,  to  ooreote, 


Of  yonr  benignitees  and  seles  gode. 
And  to  that  sothfkst  Grist,  that  starf  on 

rode,  i860 

With  al  myn  herte  of  merqy  ever  I  prey e ; 
And  to  the  lord  right  thns  I  speke  and 

aeye : 

267.  Then  oon,  and  two,  and  three,  eteme 

<Mi-lyve, 
That  regnest  ay  in  three  and  two  and 

oon, 
TJnoircQmsoript,  and  al  mayst  ciroom- 

sciyve,  1865 

Us  from  visible  and  invisible  foon 
Defende ;  and  to  thy  mercy,  evexychoon, 
So  make  ns,  Jesus,  for  thy  grace,  digne, 
For  love  of  mayde    and    moder    thyn 

benigne!    Amen. 

EzpUclt  Liber  Tk^>iU  et  Criteydls. 
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QoD  tnme  nb  every  dreem  to  gode ! 

For  hit  ia  wonder,  by  the  rode, 

To  my  wit,  what  causeth  swevenes 

Either  on  morwes,  or  on  evenes  ; 

And  why  th'efTect  folweth  of  aomme,       5 

And  of  somnxe  hit  shal  never  come ; 

Why  that  is  an  avisiowi, 

And  f  this  a  revelacionn  ; 

Why  this  a  dreem,  why  that  a  Bweven, 

And  nat  to  every  man  liche  even  ;  10 

Why  this  a  fantom,  f  these  oracles, 

I  noot ;  but  who-Bo  of  these  miracles 

The  causes  knoweth  bet  than  I, 

Devyne  he ;  for  I  certeinly 

Ne  can  hem  noght,  ne  never  thinke       15 

To  besily  my  wit  to  swinke, 

To  knowe  of  hir  signifiannoe 

The  gendres,  neither  the  distannoe 

Of  tymes  of  hem,  ne  the  causes 

For-why  this  fmore  than  that  cause  is ;  ao 

As  if  folkes  complexionns 

Make  hem  dreme  of  reflexioons ; 

Or  elles  thus,  as  other  sayn, 

For  to  greet  febleneisse  of -fbrayn, 

By  abstinence,  or  by  seeknesse,  35 

Prison,  stewe,  or  greet  distresae ; 

Or  elles  by  disordinaance 

Of  natnrel  acnstomannce, 

That  som  man  is  to  cnrioas 

In  stadie,  or  melancolions,  30 

Or  thns,  so  inly  fU  of  drede, 


That  no  man  may  him  bote  bede ; 

Or  elles,  that  devocionn 

Of  somme,  and  contemplacionn 

Canseth  swiche  dremes  ofte ;  35 

Or  that  the  cmel  lyf  unsof^ 

Which  these  ilke  lovers  leden 

That  hopen  over  mnche  or  dreden. 

That  purely  hir  impressioTins 

Oanseth  henx  avisioons ;  40 

Or  if  that  spirits  have  the  might 

To  make  folk  to  dreme  a-night ; 

Or  if  the  scale,  of  propre  kinde, 

Be  so  parfit,  as  men  finde, 

That  hit  forwot  that  is  to  come,  45 

And  that  hit  wameth  alle  and  ■omme 

Of  everiche  of  hir  aventores 

By  avisiouns,  or  by  figures, 

But  that  our  flesh  ne  hath  no  might 

To  understonden  hit  aright,  w 

For  hit  is  warned  to  derkly; — 

But  why  the  cause  is,  noght  wot  L 

Wei  worthe,  of  this  thing,  grete  derkes. 

That  trete  of  this  and  other  werkes ; 

For  I  of  noon  opinioun  55 

Nil  as  now  make  menoioun, 

But  only  that  the  holy  rode 

Tume  us  every  dreem  to  gode ! 

For  never,  sith  that  I  was  bom, 

Ne  no  man  elles,  me  bifom,  60 

Mette,  I  trowe  stedfastly, 

So  wonderful  a  dreem  as  I 
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The  tenthe  day  [dide]  of  Deoembre, 
The  which,  as  I  can  now  remembre, 
I  wol  yow  tellen  every  deL  65 

The  Invocatiotu 

Bat  at  my  ginning,  tmstefth  wel, 

I  wol  make  invocaoionn, 

\^th  special  devooionn, 

Unto  the  god  o(  slepe  anoon, 

That  dweUeth  in  a  cave  of  stoon  70 

Upon  a  stoeem  that  oomth  fro  Lete, 

That  is  a  flood  of  helle  nnewete ; 

Be^yde  a  folk  men  olepe  Cimerie, 

Ther  slepeth  ay  this  god  nnmerie 

With  his  slopy  thonsand  sones  75 

That  alway  for  to  slepe  hir  wone  is— 

And  to  this  god,  that  I  of  rede, 

Preye  I,  that  he  wol  me  spede 

My  Bweren  for  to  telle  aright. 

If  every  dreem  stonde  in  his  might.        £0 

.\nd  he,  that  mover  is  of  al 

That  is  and  was,  and  ever  shal. 

So  yive  hem  joye  that  hit  here 

Of  alle  that  they  dreme  to>yere, 

And  for  to  stonden  alle  in  grace  85 

Of  hir  loves,  or  in  what  place 

That  hem  wer  levest  for  to  stonde. 

And  shelde  hem  fro  i  povert  and  shonde, 

And  fro  nnhappe  and  ech  disese, 

And  sende  hem  althat  may  hem  pleee,    90 

That  take  hit  wel,  and  scome  hit  noght, 

Xe  hit  misdemen  in  her  thoght 

Through  malicions  entencioun. 

And  who-so,  through  presnmpcionn, 

Or  hate  or  scome,  or  throngh  envye,     95 

Bispyt,  or  jape,  or  vilanye, 

Kiademe  hit,  preye  I  Jesus  god 

That  (dreme  he  barfoot,  dreme  he  shod). 

That  every  harm  that  any  man 

Hath  had,  sith  [that]  the  world  began,  100 

Befalle  him  therof,  or  he  sterve, 

And  grannte  he  mote  hit  ftzl  deserve, 

Ix> !  with  swich  a  oonclnsionn 

As  had  of  his  avisioan 

Cresos,  that  was  king  of  Lyde,  105 

That  hi^  upon  a  gebet  dyde ! 

This  prayer  shal  he  have  of  me ; 

I  am  no  bet  in  charite ! 

Now  herkneth,  as  I  have  yon  seyd, 
What  that  I  mette,  or  I  abreyd.  1 10 


TJteDrtam. 

Of  Deoembre  the  tenthe  day, 

Whan  hit  was  night,  to  slepe  I  lay 

Bight  ther  as  I  was  wont  to  done, 

And  fil  on  slepe  wonder  sone. 

As  he  that  weiy  was  for-^o  1 15 

On  pilgrimage  myles  two 

To  the  corseynt  Leonard, 

To  make  lythe  of  that  wew  hard. 

But  as  1 1  sleep,  me  mette  I  was 
Within  a  temple  y-mad  of  glas ;  1  ai) 

In  whiche  ther  were  mo  images 
Of  gold,  stondinge  in  sondry  stages, 
And  mo  riche  tabernacles. 
And  with  perree  mo  pinaoles, 
And  mo  cnrions  portreytures,  125 

And  qneynte  manor  of  figures 
Of  olde  werke,  then  I  saw  ever. 
For  oerteynly,  I  niste  never 
Wher  that  I  was,  but  wel  wiste  I, 
Hit  was  of  Yenus  redely,  1 3*1 

The  temple ;  for,  in  portreytnre, 
I  saw  anoon-right  hir  figure 
Naked  fletinge  in  a  see. 
And  also  on  hir  heed,  pardee, 
Hir  rose-garlond  whyt  and  reed,  135 

And  hir  comb  to  kembe  hir  heed, 
Hir  dowves,  and  daun  Gupido, 
Hir  blinde  sone,  and  Vulcano, 
That  in  his  face  was  ful  broun. 

But  as  I  romed  up  and  doun,  140 

I>  fond  that  on  a  wal  ther  was 
Thus  writen,  on  a  table  of  bras  : 
*  I  wol  now  singe,  if  that  I  can, 
The  armes,  and  al-eo  the  man, 
That  first  cam,  through  his  destinee,   145 
Fugitif  of  Troye  contree, 
In  Itaile,  with  iul  moche  pyne, 
Unto  the  strondes  of  Lavyne.' 
And  tho  began  the  story  anoon, 
As  I  shal  telle  yow  echoon.  150 

First  saw  I  the  deetruccioun 
Of  Troye,  through  the  Greek  Sinoun, 
[That]  with  his  false  forsweringe. 
And  his  chore  and  his  lesinge 
Hade  the  hors  broght  into  Troye,  155 

Thorgh  which  Troyens  loste  al  hir  joye. 
And  after  this  was  grave,  alias ! 
How  Ilioun  assailed  was 
And  wonne,  and  king  Priam  y^slayn, 
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And  PolitoB  his  sone,  oertayn,  i6o 

Dispitonsly,  of  dan  PimiB. 

And  next  that  saw  I  how  Yenns, 
Whan  that  she  saw  the  castel  brende. 
Boon  fro  the  hevene  gan  descende, 
And  had  hir  sone  Eneas  flee ;  i^ 

And  how  he  fle4de,  and  how  that  he 
Escaped  was  from  al  the  pr^ 
And  took  his  fader,  Anchises, 
And  bar  him  on  his  bakke  away, 
Cryinge,  'Alias,  and  welaway !'  170 

The  whiche  Anohises  in  his  honde 
Bar  the  goddes  of  the  londe, 
Thilke  that  nnbrende  were. 

And  I  saw  next,  in  alle  this  fere, 
How  Grexisa,  dann  Eneas  wyf,  175 

Which  that  he  lovede  as  his  lyf, 
And  hir  yonge  sone  lolo, 
And  eek  Ascanios  also, 
fledden  eek  with  dreiy  chere, 
That  hit  was  pitee  for  to  here ;  180 

And  in  a  forest,  as  they  wente. 
At  a  tnminge  of  a  wente, 
How  Crensa  was  y-lost,  alias ! 
That  deed,  [bat]  noot  I  how,  she  was ; 
How  he  hir  songhte,  and  how  hir  gost  185 
Bad  him  to  flee  the  Qrekes  ost, 
And  seyde,  he  moste  nnto  Itaile, 
As  was  his  destinee,  sanns  faille ; 
That  hit  was  pitee  for  to  here, 
"^^lian  hir  spirit  gan  appere,  190 

The  wordes  that  she  to  him  seydo, 
And  for  to  kepe  hir  sone  him  preyde. 
Ther  saw  I  graven  eek  how  he, 
His  fader  eek,  and  his  m^ynee, 
With  his  shippes  gan  to  sayle  195 

Toward  the  contree  of  Itaile, 
As  streight  as  that  they  mighte  go. 

Ther  saw  I  thee,  omel  Juno, 
That  art  daun  Jupiteres  wjrf, 
That  hast  y-hated,  al  thy  lyf,  aoo 

Al  the  Troyanisshe  blood, 
Benne  and  ciye,  as  thou  were  wood, 
On  Eolns,  the  god  of  windes. 
To  blowen  out,  of  alle  kindes, 
So  londe,  that  he  shnlde  drenohe         905 
Lord  and  lady,  grome  and  wenche 
Of  al  the  Troyan  naoioon, 
Withoute  any  savacionn. 

Ther  saw  I  swich  tempeste  aiyse, 
That  evexy  herte  mighte  agzyse,  aio 


To  see  hit  peynted  on  the  walle. 

Ther  saw  I  grayen  eek  withalle, 
Venus,  how  ye,  my  lady  dere, 
Wepinge  with  fol  wofU  chere, 
Prayen  Jnpiter  an  hye  215 

To  save  and  kepe  that  navye 
Of  the  Tn^yan  Eneas, 
Sith  that  he  hir  sone  was. 

Ther  saw  I  Joves  Venus  kisse, 
And  graunted  of  the  tempest  lisse.       aao 
Ther  saw  I  how  the  tempest  stente. 
And  how  with  alle  pyne  he  wente. 
And  prevely  took  arrivage 
In  the  contree  of  Cartage ; 
And  on  the  nxorwe,  how  that  he  22$ 

And  a  knight,  hight  Achatee, 
Metten  with  Venus  that  day, 
Qoinge  in  a  queynt  array, 
As  she  had  ben  an  hunteresse. 
With  wind  blowinge  upon  hir  trease;  330 
How  Eneas  gan  him  to  pleyne, 
Whan  that  he  knew  hir,  of  his  peyno ; 
And  how  his  shippes  dreynte  were. 
Or  elles  lost,  he  niste  where  ; 
How  she  gan  him  comfbrte  tho^  235 

And  bad  hixa  to  Cartage  go. 
And  ther  he  shuldfi  his  folk  finds, 
That  in  the  see  were  left  behinde. 

And,  shortly  of  this  thing  to  paoe, 
She  made  Eneas  so  in  grace  340 

Of  Dido,  queue  of  that  contree, 
That,  shortly  for  to  tellen,  she 
Beoam  his  love,  and  leet  him  do 
That  that  wedding  longeth  to. 
What  shulde  I  speke  more  queynte,    24s 
Or  -peyne  <ne  my  woides  peynte. 
To  speke  of  loveP  hit  wol  not  be ; 
I  can  not  of  that  £EMultee. 
And  eek  to  telle  the  manere 
How  they  aqneynteden  In-fere,  930 

Hit  were  a  long  prooes  to  telle. 
And  over  long  for  jrow  to  dwelle, 

Ther  saw  I  grave,  how  Eneaa 
Tolde  Dido  every  oas, 
That  him  was  tid  upon  the  see.  155 

And  after  grave  was,  how  she 
Made  of  him,  shortly,  at  00  word, 
Hir  lyf,  hir  love,  hir  lust,  hir  lord  : 
And  dide  him  al  the  reverence, 
And  leyde  on  him  al  the  diapenoe.       a6o 
That  any  woman  mighte  do, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


DookL] 


Z^t  J^OM  of  $MM. 


329 


Weninge  hit  bad  al  be  so, 

As  he  hir  swoor ;  and  ber-by  demed 

That  he  was  good,  for  he  ewich  seined. 

Alias !  what  harm  doth  api>arenoe,      965 

Whan  hit  is  £ftls  in  existence  ! 

For  he  to  hir  a  tmitonr  was ; 

Wherfor  she  slow  hir-self,  allaa ! 

Lo,  how  a  woman  doth  amis,     ^ — ^ 
To  lore  him  that  unknowen  is !  270 

For,  hy  Crist,  lo !  thns  hit  fareth ; 
*  Hit  is  not  al  gold,  that  glareth.' 
FoTj  al-so  bronke  I  wel  myn  heed, 
Ther  may  be  under  goodliheed 
Kovered  many  a  shrewed  yyce ;  27$ 

Therfor  be  no  wight  so  nyce. 
To  take  a  love  only  for  chere, 
For  spcche,  or  for  frendly  manere; 
For  this  shal  eveiy  woman  Undo 
That  som  man,  of  his  pure  kinde,         380 
Wol  shewen  outward  the  faireste. 
Til  ho  have  caught  that  what  him  leste ; 
And  thanne  wol  he  causes  Ande, 
And  swere  how  that  she  is  unkinde, 
Or  fals,  or  prevy,  or  double  was.  ^85 

Al  this  seye  I  by  Eneas 
And  Dido,  and  hir  nyce  lest, 
That  lovede  al  to  sone  a  gest ; 
Therfor  I  wol  seye  a  proverbe, 
That  *  he  that  folly  knoweth  th'erbe    390 
Mi^  8au£y  leye  hit  to  his  ye  ' ; 
Withoate  dreed,  this  is  no  lye. 

But  let  us  sp^e  of  Eneas, 
flow  he  betrayed  hir,  aUas  ! 
And  lefle  hir  ful  unkindely.  395 

So  whan  she  saw  al-utterly, 
That  he  wolde  hir  of  trouthe  fitile, 
And  wende  fro  hir  to  Itaile, 
She  gan  to  wringe  hir  hondes  two. 

^  AUas  !'  quod  she,  '  what  me  is  wo !  300 
Alias !  is  every  man  thus  trewe. 
That  every  yere  wolde  have  a  newe, 
If  hit  so  longe  tjrme  dure, 
Or  ellos  three,  peraventure  ? 
As  thus  :  of  oon  he  wolde  have  fiune    305 
In  mogniiying  of  his  tiame  ; 
Another  for  frendship,  seith  he ; 
And  yet  ther  shal  the  thridde  be, 
That  shal  be  taken  for  delyt, 
Lo,  or  for  singular  profyt.'  310 

In  swiohe  wordes  gan  to  plejme 
Dido  of  hir  grete  peyne, 


As  me  nxette  redely ; 

Non  other  auotour  alegge  I. 

*  Alias  1 '  quod  she,  *  my  swete  herte,      315 
Have  pitee  on  my  sorwes  smerte. 

And  slee  me  not !  go  noght  away ! 

O  woful  Dido,  wel  away  ! ' 

Quod  she  to  hir-selve  tho. 

'  O  Eneas !  what  wil  ye  do  ?  390 

O,  that  your  love,  ne  your  bonde. 

That  ye  han  sworn  with  your  right  bonde, 

Ne  my  cruel  deeth/  quod  she, 

*  May  holde  yow  still  beer  with  me ! 

O,  haveth  of  my  deeth  pitee  !  335 

Y-wis,  my  dere  herte,  ye 

Knowen  ful  wel  that  never  yit, 

As  fer-forth  as  I  hadde  wit, 

Agilte  [I]  yow  in  thoght  ne  deed. 

O,  have  ye  men  swich  goodliheed  330 

In  speche,  and  never  a  deel  of  trouthe  ? 

Alias,  that  ever  hadde  routhe 

Any  woman  on  any  man ! 

Now  see  I  wel,  and  telle  can, 

We  wrecched  wimmen  conne  non  art ;  335 

For  certeyn,  for  the  more  part, 

Thns  we  be  served  evericbone. 

How  sore  that  ye  men  conne  grone, 

Anoon,  as  we  have  yow  receyved, 

Certeinly  we  ben  deceyved  ;  341  > 

For,  thongh  your  love  laste  a  sesoun, 

Wayte  upon  the  condusioun, 

And  eek  how  that  ye  determynen, 

And  for  the  more  part  diffynen. 

'  O,  welawey  that  I  was  bom  I  345 

For  through  yow  is  my  name  lorn, 
And  olle  myn  actes  red  and  songe 
Over  al  this  lend,  on  every  tongo. 
O  wikke  Fame  !  for  ther  nis 
Nothing  so  swift,  lo,  as  she  is  !  ;.-.  • 

O,  sooth  is,  every  thing  is  wist, 
Though  hit  be  kevered  with  the  mist. 
Eek,  thogh  I  mighte  doren  ever, 
That  I  have  doon,  rekever  I  never, 
That  I  ne  shal  be  seyd,  alias,  ^ss 

Y-shamed  be  through  Eneas, 
And  that  I  shal  thns  juged  be — 
"  Lo,  right  as  she  hath  doon,  now  she 
Wol  do  eftsones,  hardily ; " 
Thus  seyth  the  peple  prevely.' —  360 

But  that  is  doon,  nis  not  to  done  ; 
'I'Al  hir  compleynt  ne  al  hir  mone, 
Certeyn,  availeth  hir  not  a  stree. 
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And  whan  she  wiste  soUily  he 
Was  forth  unto  his  shippes  goon,  3^5 

She  fin  hir  chambre  wento  anoon. 
And  called  on  hir  Blister  Anne, 
And  gan  hir  to  compleyne  thanne ; 
And  seyde,  that  she  canse  was 
That  she  first  lovede  fEneas,  370 

And  thns  oonnseilled  hir  therto. 
Bnt  what !  when  this  was  seyd  and  do, 
She  roof  hir^elve  to  the  herte. 
And  deyde  through  the  woonde  smerte. 
Bat  al  the  manor  how  she  deyde,  375 

And  al  the  wordes  that  she  seyde, 
Who-so  to  knowe  hit  hath  pnxpos, 
Beed  Virgile  in  Eneidos 
Or  the  Epistle  of  Ovyde, 
What  that  she  wroot  or  that  she  dyde :  380 
And  nere  hit  to  long  to  endyte, 
By  god,  I  woldd  hit  here  wryte. 

Bnt,  welaway !  the  harm,  the  ronthe. 
That  hath  hetid  for  swich  nntrouthe. 
As  men  may  ofbe  in  bokes  rede,  385 

And  al  day  seen  hit  yet  in  dede, 
That  for  to  thonken  hit,  a  tene  is. 

Lo,  Demophon,  duk  of  Athenis, 
How  he  forswor  him  fill  falsly 
And  trayed  PhiUis  wikkedly,  390 

The  kinges  doghter  was  of  Trace, 
And  falsly  gan  his  terme  pace ; 
And  when  she  wiste  that  he  was  fals. 
She  heng  hir-self  right  by  the  hals, 
For  he  had  do  hir  swich  untroathe ;      395 
Lo !  was  not  this  a  wo  and  ronthe  ? 

Eek  lo !  how  fals  and  reooheles 
Was  to  Briseida  Achilles, 
And  Paris  to  f  Ofinone ; 
And  Jason  to  Isiphile  ;  400 

And  eft  Jason  to  Medea ; 
And  Ercnles  to  Dyanira ; 
For  he  lefte  hir  for  Ible, 
That  made  him  cacche  his  deeth,  pardee. 

How  fals  eek  was  he,  Theseus ;  405 

That,  as  the  story  telleth  ns. 
How  he  betrayed  Adriane ; 
The  devel  be  his  scales  bane ! 
For  had  he  langhed,  had  he  loured, 
He  moste  have  be  al  devoured.  410 

If  Adriane  ne  had  y-be ! 
And,  for  she  had  of  him  pitee. 
She  made  him  fro  the  dethe  escape, 
And  he  made  hir  a  fol  fals  jape ; 


For  after  this,  within  a  whyle  415 

He  lefte  hir  slepinge  in  an  yle, 

Deserte  alone,  right  in  the  see, 

And  stal  away,  and  leet  hir  be ; 

And  took  hir  suster  Phedra  tho 

With  him,  and  gan  to  shippe  go.  420 

And  yet  he  had  y-swom  to  here, 

On  al  that  ever  he  mighte  swere. 

That,  so  she  saved  him  his  lyf, 

He  wolde  have  take  hir  to  his  wyf ; 

For  she  desired  nothing  elles,  425 

In  certein,  as  the  book  us  telles. 

But  to  ezcusen  Eneas 
Fulliche  of  al  his  greet  trespas, 
The  book  seyth,  Mercurie,  sauna  faile. 
Bad  him  go  into  Itaile,  450 

And  leve  Auffrykes  regioun. 
And  Dido  and  Mr  fairs  toun. 

Tho  saw  I  grave,  how  to  Itaile 
Daun  Eneas  is  go  to  saile ; 
And  how  the  tempest  al  began,  435 

And  how  he  loste  his  steresman, 
Which  that  the  stere,  or  he  took  keep, 
Smot  over-bord,  lo !  as  he  sleep. 

And  also  saw  I  how  Sibyle 
And  Eneas,  besyde  an  yle,  440 

To  helle  wente,  for  to  see 
His  flBtder,  Anchises  the  free. 
How  he  ther  fond  Palinuras, 
And  Dido,  and  eek  Deiphebus ; 
And  eveiy  tourment  eek  in  helle  445 

Saw  he,  which  is  long  to  telle. 
Which  who-so  willeth  for  to  knowe, 
He  moete  rede  many  a  rowe 
On  Virgile  or  on  Claudian, 
Or  Daunte,  that  hit  telle  can.  450 

Tho  saw  I  grave  al  th'arivaile 
That  Eneas  had  in  Itaile ; 
And  with  king  Latine  his  tretee. 
And  alle  the  batailles  that  he 
Was  at  him-«elf,  and  eek  his  knigfates,  455 
Or  he  had  al  y-wonne  his  rightes ; 
And  how  he  Tumus  refte  his  lyf. 
And  wan  Lavyna  to  his  wyf; 
And  al  the  mervelous  signals 
Of  the  goddes  celestials ;  461) 

How,  mangre  Juno,  Eneas, 
For  al  hir  sleig^hte  and  hir  compas, 
Acheved  alhis  aventnre; 
For  Jupiter  took  of  him  cure 
At  the  prayere  of  Venus  465 
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The  whiohe  I  preye  alway  save  as, 
And  va  1^  of  oar  sorwee  lighte  X^,^^""^''''^ 

Whan  I  had  seyen  al  this  sighte 
In  this  noble  temple  thus, 
*  A,  Lord ! '  thon^hte  I,  *that  madeet  ns, 
Yet  saw  I  never  swich  noblesse  471 

Of  images,  ne  swich  riohesse, 
As  I  saw  graven  in  this  ohirohe ; 
Bat  not  woot  I  who  dide  hem  wirohe, 
Ne  wher  I  am,  ne  in  what  contree.       475 
Bat  now  wol  I  go  oat  and  see. 
Bight  at  the  wiket,  if  I  can 
See  o-wher  storing  any  man, 
That  may  me  telle  wher  I  am.' 

When  I  oat  at  the  dores  cam,  480 

I  £ute  aboate  me  beheld. 
Then  saw  I  bat  a  large  feld, 
As  fer  as  that  I  mighte  see, 
Withoaten  toon,  or  hoos,  or  tree, 
Or  bosh,  or  gras,  or  ered  lond ;  485 

For  al  the  feld  nas  bat  of  send 
As  smal  as  man  may  see  yet  lye 


In  the  desert  of  libye  ; 

Ne  I  no  maner  oreatare. 

That  is  y-formed  by  natare,  49c 

Ne  saw,  me  [for]  to  rede  or  wisse. 

*  0  Crist,'  thoaghte  I,  *  that  art  in  blisse, 

Fro  fiuitom  and  illasioon 

Me  save!'  and  with  devocioan 

Myn  ySn  to  the  heven  I  caste.  495 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo !  at  the  laste. 
That  fiete  by  the  sonne,  as  hyS 
As  kenne  mighte  I  with  myn  y8, 
Me  thoaghte  I  saw  an  egle  sore. 
Bat  that  hit  semed  moche  more  500 

Then  I  had  any  egle  seyn. 
Bat  this  as  sooth  as  deeth,  oerteyn. 
Hit  was  of  golde,  and  shoon  so  brighte, 
That  never  saw  men  sooh  a  sighte, 
Bat-if  the  heven  hadde  y-wonne  505 

Al  newe  cS.  golde  another  sonne ; 
So  shoon  the  egles  fethres  brighte. 
And  somwhat  doanward  gan  hit  lighte. 
£3q>Uclt  liber  primns. 
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Now  herkneth,  every  maner  man 
That  Kngllsh  onderstonde  can,  510 

And  listeth  of  my  dreem  to  lere ; 
For  now  at  erste  shal  ye  here 
So  fselly  an  avisioan. 
That  Isi^ye,  ne  Scipioan, 
Ne  king  Nabogodonosor,  515 

Pharo,  Tamas,  ne  Eleanor, 
Ne  mette  swich  a  dreem  as  this ! 
Now  fEure  blisfdl,  O  Gipris,  (10) 

80  be  my  favoar  at  this  tyme ! 
And  ye,  me  to  endyte  and  xyme  520 

Helpeth,  that  on  Pamaso  dwelle 
By  EUoon  the  clere  welle. 

O  Thought,  that  wroot  al  that  I  mette, 
And  in  the  tresorie  hit  shette 
Of  my  brayn  !  now  shal  men  see  535 

If  any  verta  in  thee  be, 
To  tellen  al  ray  dreem  aright ; 
Now  kythe  thyn  engyn  and  might !     (ao) 

M 


This  egle,  of  which  I  have  yow  told. 
That  shoon  with  fethres  as  of  gold,      530 
Which  that  so  hyfi  gan  to  sore, 
I  gan  beholde  more  and  more. 
To  see  hir  beaatee  and  the  wonder ; 
Bat  never  was  ther  dint  of  thonder, 
Ne  that  thing  that  men  calle  foadie,  535 
That  smoot  somtyme  a  toar  to  poadre. 
And  in  his  swifte  coming  brende, 
That  so  swythe  gan  descende,  (30) 

As  this  fold,  whan  hit  behelde 
That  I  a-roame  was  in  the  felde ;  540 

And  with  his  grimme  pawes  stronge. 
Within  his  sharpe  nayles  longe. 
Me,  fleinge,  at  a  swappe  he  hente. 
And  with  his  soars  agayn  ap  wente. 
Me  caiyinge  in  his  clawes  starke  545 

As  lightly  as  I  were  a  larke. 
How  high,  I  can  not  telle  yow,       ♦ 
For  I  cam  ap,  I  niste  how.  (40) 

For  so  astonied  and  a-sweved 
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Was  every  vertu  in  my  heved,  550 

What  vith  his  sours  and  with  my  drede. 
That  al  my  fcling  gan  to  dede  ; 
For-why  hit  was  to  greet  affray. 
Thus  I  longe  in  his  clawes  lay, 
Til  at  the  laste  he  to  me  spak  555 

In  mannes  vois,  and  seyde,  *  Awak  ! 
And  be  not  >f  so  a-gast,  for  shame  ! ' 
And  called  me  tho  by  my  name.  (50) 

And,  for  I  sholde  the  bet  abreyde — 
Me  mette — *  Awak,'  to  me  he  seyde,     560 
Right  in  the  same  vois  and  stevene 
That  nseth  oon  I  conde  neveno  ; 
And  with  that  vois,  soth  for  to  sayn, 
My  minde  cam  to  me  agayn  ; 
For  hit  was  goodly  seyd  to  me,  565 

So  nas  hit  never  wont  to  be. 

And  herwithal  I  gan  to  stere, 
And  he  me  in  his  feet  to  here,  (60) 

Til  that  he  felte  that  I  had  hete, 
And  felte  cek  tho  myn  herte  bete.         570 
And  tho  gan  he  me  to  disporte, 
And  with  wordes  to  comforts. 
And  sayde  twyto,  *  Seynte  Marie ! 
Thou  art  noyous  for  to  carie, 
And  nothing  nedeth  hit,  pardoe !  575 

For  al-so  wis  god  helpe  me 
As  thou  non  harm  shalt  have  of  this  ; 
And  this  cas,  that  betid  thee  is,  (70) 

Is  for  thy  lore  and  for  thy  prow ; — 
Let  see !  darst  thou  yet  loke  now  ?       580 
Be  fol  assured,  boldely, 
I  am  thy  frend.*    And  therwith  I 
Gan  for  to  wondren  in  my  minde. 
*  O  god,'  thoughte  I,  Hhat  madest  kinde, 
Shal  I  non  other  weyes  dye  ?  585 

Wher  Joves  wol  me  stellifye, 
"  Or  what  thing  may  this  signifye  ? 
I  neither  am  Enok,  ne  Elye,  (80) 

Ne  Romulus,  ne  Ganymede 
That  was  y-bore  up,  as  men  rede,         590 
To  hevene  with  dan  Jupiter, 
And  maad  the  goddes  boteler.' 

Jxrl  this  was  tho  my  fantasye  ! 
But  he  that  bar  me  gan  espye 
That  I  so  thoghte,  and  seyde  this : —    595 
'  Thou  demest  of  thy-self  amis ; 
For  Joves  is  not  ther-aboute — 
I  dar  %rel  putte  thee  out  of  doute —     (90) 
To  make  of  thee  as  yet  a  sterre. 
Bat  er  I  here  thee  moohe  ferre,  Ooo 


615 


(no' 


I  wol  thee  teUe  what  I  ajn, 
And  whider  thou  shalt,  and  why  I  cam 
To  f  done  this,  so  that  thou  take 
Good  herte,  and  not  for  fere  quake.' 

*  Gladly,'  quod  L    '  Now  wel,'  quod  he : — 

*  First  I,  that  in  my  feet  have  thee,     6n6 
Of  which  thou  hast  a  feer  and  wonder. 
Am  dwelling  with  the  god  of  thonder. 
Which  that  men  oaUen  Jupiter,         (101) 
That  dooth  me  flee  fill  ofte  fer  610 
To  do  al  his  comaundement. 

And  for  this  cause  he  hath  me  sent 

To  thee :  now  •)  herkne,  by  thy  tronthe ! 

Certeyn,  he  hath  of  thee  routhe. 

That  thou  so  longe  trewely 

Hast  served  so  ententi£y 

His  blindo  nevew  Oupido, 

And  fair  Venus  [goddesse]  also, 

Withoute  guerdoun  over  yit, 

And  nevertheles  hast  set  thy  wit —      (x>a 

Although  that  in  thy  hede  fol  -flyte  is — 

To  make  bokes,  songes,  dytees. 

In  ryme,  or  elles  in  cadence, 

As  thou  best  canst,  in  reverence 

Of  Love,  and  of  his  servants  eke,  625 

That  have  his  servise  soght,  and  seke  ; 

And  peynest  thee  to  preyse  his  art, 

Althogh  thou  haddest  never  part ;      (1  >  1 . 

Wherfor,  al-so  god  me  blesse, 

Joves  halt  hit  greet  humblesse  63<.* 

And  vertu  eek,  that  thou  wolt  make^ 

A-night  ful  ofbe  thyn  heed  to  ake, 

In  thy  studie  so  thou  wrytest, 

And  ever-mo  of  love  endytest, 

In  honour  of  him  and  preysingea, 

And  in  h)s  folkes  furtheringes. 

And  in  hir  matere  al  devysest,  f  1. 

And  noght  him  nor  his  folk  despysest. 

Although  thou  mayst  go  in  the  daanc« 


^\K' 


Of  hem  that  him  list  not  avaunoe. 

*•  Wlierfor,  as  I  seyde,  y-wis, 
Jupiter  considereth  this,  ,«_^ 

And  also,  beau  sir,  other  thinges ; 
That  is,  that  thou  hast  no  tydinges 
Of  Loves  folk,  if  they  be  glade, 
Ne  of  noght  elles  that  god  made  ; 
And  noght  only  fro  for  oontree 
That  ther  no  tyding'  comth  to  thee. 
But  of  thy  verray  neyghebores. 
That  dwellen  almost  at  thy  dores. 
Thou  herest  neither  that  ne  this ; 


641. 


'•45 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


BookIL] 


Z^  J)Ott0  of  5^me. 


333 


For  whan  thy  labour  doon  al  is, 
And  hast  y-maad  thy  rekeninges, 
In  stede  of  reste  and  newe  thinges, 
Thou  gost  hoom  to  thy  hons  anoon  ;     655 
Andf  also  domb  as  any  stoon, 
Thou  sittest  at  another  boke, 
Til  folly  daswed  is  thy  loke,  (150) 

And  livest  thns  as  an  hermyte, 
Although  thyn  abstinence  is  lyte.        660 
*■  And  therfor  Joirss^-throngh  his  graoo^. 
Wol  that  I  here  thee  to  a  place, 
Which  that  hight  the  Hons  of  Fajce, 
To  do  thee  som  disport  and  game, 
In  som  recompensacioan  665 

Of  labour  and  devocionn 
That  thou  hast  had,  lo !  cauaeles, 
To  Cnpido,  the  reccheles !  (160) 

.Vnd  thus  this  god,  thorgh  his  mexyte, 
Wol  with  som  maner  thing  thee  quyte, 
So  that' thou  wolt  be  of  good  chere.       671 
For  tmste  wel,  that  thou  shalt  here, 
When  we  be  oomen  ther  I  seye, 
Mo  wonder  thinges,  dar  I  leye. 
Of  Loves  folke  mo  tydinges,  675 

Bothe  soth-sawea  and  lesinges ; 
And  mo  loves  newe  begonne, 
And  longo  y-served  loves  wonne,         (170) 
And  mo  loves  casuelly 
That  been  betid,  no  man  wot  why,       680 
But  as  a  blind  man  stert  an  hare ; 
And  more  jolytee  and  fare, 
Whyl  that  th^  Undo  love  of  stele, 
As  thinketh  hem,  and  over-al  wele ; 
Mo  discords,  and  mo  jelou^es,  63$ 

Mo  murmurs,  and  mo  novelzyes. 
And  mo  dissimulaciouns, 
And  feyned  reparaciouns ;  (180) 

And  mo  berdes  in  two  houres 
Withoute  rasour  or  sisoures  690 

V-maad,  then  grejmes  be  of  sondes ; 
And  eke  mo  holdinge  in  hondes. 
And  also  mo  renovelaunces 
Of  olde  forlefcen  aqueyntaunces ; 
Mo  love-dayes  and  acordes  695 

Then  on  instruments  ben  oordes  ; 
And  eke  of  loves  mo  eschaunges 
Than  ever  comes  were  in  graunges ;  (190) 
Unethe  maistow  trowen  this  ?' —  699 

Quod  he,     *  No,  helpo  me  god  so  wis !' — 
Quod  I.    '  No  ?  why?'  quod  he.    *  For  hit 
Were  impossiblo,  to  my  wit. 


Though  that  Fame  hadde  al  the  pyes 

In  (il  a  realmo,  and  al  the  spyos, 

How  that  yet  she  shulde  here  al  this,  705 

Or  they  espye  hit.*    *0  3ds,yis!' 

Quod  he  to  me, '  that  can  I  prove 

By  resoun,  worthy  for  to  leve,  (jog) 

So  that  thou  yeve  thyn  advertence 

To  understonde  my  sentence.  710 

*  First  shalt  thou  heren  wher  she  dwell- 

eth, 
And  so  thyn  owne  book  hit  telleth  ; 
Hir  paleys  stant,  as  I  shal  seye, 
Right  even  in  middes  of  the  weye 
Betwixen  hevene,  erthe,  and  see  ;         715 
That,  wha1>so-ever  in  al  these  three 
Is  spoken,  in  privee  or  aperte. 
The  wey  therto  is  so  overte,  (310) 

And  stant  oek  in  so  juste  a  place. 
That  every  soun  mot  to  hit  pace,  720 

Or  what  so  comth  fro  any  tonge, 
Bo  hit  rouned,  red,  or  songe, 
Or  spoke  in  seurtee  or  drede, 
Certein,  hit  moste  thidernede. 

*  Now  herkne  wel ;  for^why  I  wille  735 
Tellen  thee  a  propre  skile. 

And  '{'worthy  demonstracioun 

In  myn  imagynacioun.  (330) 

'  Gefi^y,  thou  wost  right  wel  this, 
That  every  kindly  thing  that  is,  730 

Hath  a  kindly  stede  ther  he 
May  best  in  hit  conserved  be  ; 
Unto  which  place  every  thing, 
Through  his  kindly  enclyning, 
Moveth  for  to  come  to,  735 

Whan  that  hit  is  awey  therfro ; 
As  thus ;  lo,  thou  mayst  al  day  see 
That  any  thing  that  hevy  be,  (330} 

As  stoon  or  leed,  or  thing  of  wighto, 
And  ber  hit  never  so  hye  on  highte,     740 
Lat  go  thyn  hand,  hit  falleth  doun. 

*  Bight  so  seye  I  by  fyre  or  soun. 
Or  smoke,  or  other  thinges  lights, 
Alwey  they  seke  upward  on  highte  ; 
Whyl  ech  of  hem  is  at  his  large,  745 
Light  thing  up,  and  dounward  charge. 

*  And  for  this  cause  mayst  thou  see. 
That  every  river  to  the  see  (340)  • 
Enclyned  is  to  go,  by  kinds. 

And  by  these  skilles,  as  I  flnde,  750 

Hath  fish  dwellinge  in  floode  and  see, 
And  trees  oek  in  cithe  be. 
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Thna  every  thing,  by  this  reaoxin, 

Hath  his  propre  mazisioun, 

To  -which  hit  seketh  to  repaire,  755 

As  ther  hit  shnlde  not  apaare. 

Lo,  this  sentence  is  knowen  oonthe 

Of  every  philosophres  monthe,  (350) 

Ab  Aristotle  and  dan  Flaton, 

And  other  olerkes  many  oon ;  760 

And  to  oonfirme  my  resonn, 

Thoa  wost  wel  this,  that  speche  is  soon, 

Or  elles  no  man  mighte  hit  here ; 

Xow  fherkne  what  I  vrol  thee  lore. 

*  Soon  is  noght  bat  air  y-broken,       765 
And  every  speche  that  is  spoken, 
Lond  or  privee,  fool  or  fair, 
In  his  sabstaonoe  is  bnt  air ;  (360) 

For  as  flaambe  is  bnt  lighted  smoke, 
Bight  so  Bonn  is  air  y-broke.  770 

But  this  may  be  in  many  -wyse, 
Of  which  I  wil  thee  two  devyse, 
As  sonn  that  oomth  of  pype  or  harpe. 
For  whan  a  pype  is  blowen  sharpe, 
The  air  is  twist  with  violence,  77$ 

And  rent ;  lo,  this  is  my  sentence  ; 
Eek,  whan  men  harpe-stringes  smyte, 
Whether  hit  be  moche  or  lyte,  (270) 

Lo,  with  the  strook  the  air  to-breketh ;  779 
Right  so  hit  breketh  whan  men  speketh. 
Thns  wost  thou  wel  what  thing  is  spieche. 

'  Now  hennesforth  I  wol  thee  teohe, 
How  every  speche,  or  noise,  or  soon, 
Through  his  mnltipUcacioon, 
Thogh  hit  were  pyped  of  a  mouse,         785 
Hoot  nede  come  to  Fames  House. 
I  preve  hit  thus — ^tak  hede  now — 
By  experience ;  for  if  that  thou  (280) 

Throwe  on  water  now  a  stoon, 
Wel  wost  thou,  hit  wol  make  anoon     790 
A  litel  roundel  as  a  oerole, 
Paraventure  brood  as  a  covercle ; 
And  right  anoon  thou  shalt  see  weel, 
That  wheel  wol  cause  another  wheel. 
And   that   the   thridde,  and  so   forth, 
brother,  795 

Every  cercle  causing  other, 
Wyder  than  himselve  was ; 
And  thus,  fro  roundel  to  oompas,       (290) 
£ch  aboute  other  goinge, 
Caused  of  otheres  steringe,  800 

And  multiplying  ever-mo, 
Til  that  hit  be  so  fer  y-go 


That  hit  at  bothe  brinkes  be. 
Al-thogh  thou  mowe  hit  not  y-see 
Above,  hit  goth  yet  alws^  under,  805 

Although  thou  thenke  hit  a  gret  wonder. 
And  who-so  seith  of  trouthe  I  varie, 
Bid  him  proven  the  contrarie.  (300) 

And  right  thus  every  word,  y-wis, 
That  loude  or  privee  ^)oken  is,  810 

Moveth  first  an  air  aboute, 
And  of  this  moving,  out  of  doute, 
Another  air  anoon  is  moved, 
As  I  have  of  the  water  preved, 
That  evexy  cercle  causeth  other.  815 

Bight  so  of  air,  my  leve  brother ; 
Everich  air  in  other  stereth  (309) 

More  and  more,  and  speche  up  bereth. 
Or  vois,  or  noise,  or  word,  or  soun, 
Ay  through  multiplicacioun,  820 

Til  hit  be  atte  House  of  Fame ; — 
Tak  hit  in  emest  or  in  game. 

*  Now  have  I  told,  if  thou  have  minde, 
How  speche  or  soun,  of  pure  kinde, 
Endyned  is  upward  to  meve ;  835 
This,  mayst  thou  fele,  wel  I  preve. 

And  that  fthe  mansioun,  y-wis, 

That  every  thing  endyned  to  is,         (530) 

Hath  his  kindeliche  stede : 

fThan  sheweth  hit,  withouten  dxede,  830 

That  kindely  the  mansioun 

Of  every  speche,  of  every  soun. 

Be  hit  either  foul  or  fair. 

Hath  his  kinde  place  in  air. 

And  sin  that  every  thing,  that  is  835 

Out  of  his  kinde  place,  y-wis, 

Moveth  thider  for  to  go 

If  hit  a-weye  be  therfiro,  (330) 

As  I  before  have  preved  thee. 

Hit  seweth,  every  soun,  pardee,  840 

Moveth  kindely  to  pace 

Al  up  into  his  kindely  place. 

And  this  place  of  which  I  telle, 

Ther  as  Fame  list  to  dwelle, 

Is  set  amiddes  of  these  three,  8^^; 

Heven,  erthe,  and  eek  the  see, 

As  most  oonservatif  the  soun« 

Than  is  this  the  conclusioun,  (340) 

That  every  speche  of  every  man 

As  I  thee  telle  first  began,  850 

Moveth  up  on  high  to  pace 

Kindely  to  Fames  place. 

*  Telle  me  this  feithAilly^ 
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Have  I  nofc  prenred  thus  aunplji 

Withoaten  any  subiiltee  BgS 

Of  speohe,  or  gret  prolixLtee 

Of  termee  of  philoeophye,      ^ 

Of  Ugazea  oi  poeAxyey  (550) 

Or  ooIouTB  of  rethovyke? 

Peudee,  hit  ogfate  thee  to  lyke ;  860 

For  hard  langage  and  hard  matere 

Is  enoombrons  for  to  here 

At  ones ;  wost  thon  not  wel  this  ? ' 

And  1  answerde,  and  seyde,  *  Yis.* 

*  A  ha ! '  qnod  he,  ^  lo,  so  I  can  865 
Lewedly  to  a  lewed  man 

Speke,  and  shewe  him  swiche  skiles, 

That  he  may  shake  hem  by  the  biles,  (360) 

So  palpable  th^  shnlden  be. 

Bat  tel  me  this,  now  pray  I  thee,  870 

How  thinkth  thee  my  oonolosionn  ?' 

[Qnod  he).     *  A  good  perBnasioon,* 

Qnod  I, 'hit  is;  andlyktobe 

Right  so  as  thon  hast  preved  me.' 

'  By  god/  qnod  he,  '  and  as  I  leve,        875 

Thon  shalt  have  yit,  or  hit  be  eve. 

Of  eveiy  word  of  this  sentence 

A  preve,  hy  experience ;  (370) 

And  with  thyn  erea  heren  wel 

Top  and  tail,  and  everydel,  880 

That  every  word  that  spoken  is 

Oomth  into  Fames  Hons,  y-wis. 

As  I  have  seyd ;  what  wilt  thon  more  ? ' 

And  with  this  word  npper  to  sore 

He  gan,  and  seyde,  *  By  Seynt  Jame !  885 

Xow  wil  we  speken  al  of  game.* — 

*  How  &rest  thon?'  qnod  he  to  me. 

*  Wel,'  qnod  I.     '  Now  see,'  qnod  he,  (380) 

'  3y  thy  tronthe,  yond  adonn, 

Wher  that  thon  knowest  any  toon,      890 

Or  hons,  or  any  other  thing. 

And  whan  thou  hast  of  ought  knowing, 

loke  that  thou  wame  me, 

And  I  anoon  shal  teUe  thee 

How  fer  that  thon  art  now  therfro.'     895 

And  I  adonn  fgan  loken  thoi, 
And  beheld  feldes  and  plaines,  (389) 

And  now  hilles,  and  now  mountaines, 
Kow  valeys,  and  now  forestes, 
And  now,  unethes,  grete  bestes ;  900 

Now  riveres,  now  citees. 
Now  tonnes,  and  now  grete  trees, 
Now  shippes  sailings  in  the  seei 

Bat  thus  sane  in  a  whyle  he 


Was  flowen  fro  the  grounde  so  hyS,     905 

That  al  the  world,  as  to  myn  ye, 

No  more  semed  than  a  prikke ; 

Or  elles  was  the  air  so  thikke  (400) 

That  I  ne  mighte  not  disceme. 

With  that  he  spak  to  me  as  yeme,       910 

And  seyde :  *  Seestow  any  toun 

Or  ought  thou  knowest  yonder  doun  ?' 

I  seyde,  '  Nay/    *  No  wonder  nis,' 
Quod  he,  *■  for  half  so  high  as  this 
Nas  Alexander  Maoedo ;  915 

Ne  the  king,  dan  Scipio,  \ 

That  saw  in  dreme,  at  point  devys, 
Helle  and  erthe,  and  paradys ;  (410) 

Ne  eek  the  wreoohe  Dedalus, 
Ne  his  child,  nyce  Icarus,  930 

That  fleigh  so  highe  that  the  hete 
His  winges  malt,  and  he  fel  wete 
In-mid  the  see,  and  ther  he  dreynte. 
For  whom  was  maked  mooh  compleynte, 

'  Now  turn  upward,'  quod  he,  *  thy  face, 
And  behold  this  large  place,  9^6 

This  air ;  but  loke  thou  ne  be 
Adrad  of  hem  that  thou  shalt  see ;     (420) 
For  in  this  regioun,  oertein, 
Dwelleth  many  a  citesein,  950 

Of  which  that  speketh  dan  Plato. 
These  ben  the  eyrish  bestes,  lo ! ' 
And  so  saw  I  al  that  meynee 
Bothe  goon  and  also  flecu 
*  Now,'  quod  he  tho,  *  oast  up  thyn  yfi;  935 
See  yonder,  lo,  the  OalaxyO, 
Which  men  depeth  the  Milky  Wey, 
Forhitis  whyt :  and  somme,  parfey,  (430) 
Gallen  hit  Watlinge  Strste : 
That  ones  was  y-brent  with  hete,         940 
Whan  the  sonnes  sone,  the  rede. 
That  highte  Pheton,  wolde  lede 
Algate  his  fader  cait,  and  gye. 
The  cart-hors  gonne  wel  espye 
That  he  ne  coude  no  govemaunoe,       945 
And  gonne  for  to  lepe  and  lannce. 
And  beren  him  now  up,  now  doun. 
Til  that  he  saw  the  Soorpioun,  (440) 

Which  that  in  heven  a  eigne  is  yit. 
And  he,  for  ferde,  loste  his  wit,  950 

Of  that,  and  leet  the  reynea  goon 
Of  his  hoTS ;  and  they  anoon 
Gonne  up  to  mounte,  and  doun  descende 
Til  bothe  the  eyr  and  erthe  brende ; 
Til  Jupiter,  lo,  atte  lasts,  955 
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Him  slow,  and  fro  tne  carte  caste. 

Lo,  is  it  not  a  ^reet  misohannce, 

To  lete  a  fole  ban  govemannoe  (450) 

Of  thin^gf  that  he  can  not  demeino  ? ' 

And  with  this  word,  Both  for  to  seyne, 
He  gan  alway  upper  to  sore,  961 

And  gladded  me  ay  more  and  more, 
80  feithfally  to  me  spak  he. 

Tho  gan  I  loken  under  me, 
And  beheld  the  eyrish  best^s,  965 

Cloudes,  mistes,  and  tempestes, 
Snowes,  hailes,  reines,  windes, 
And  th'engendring  in  hir  kindes,       (460) 
And  al  the  wey  through  whiche  I  cam  ; 
'  O  god/  quod  I,  '  that  made  Adam,      970 
Moche  is  thy  might  and  thy  noblesse ! ' 
■"*And  tho  thoughte  I  upon  Botee, 
Tlia.t  writ,  '  a  thought  may  flee  so  hye, 
With  fethores  of  PhUosopliye, 
To  passon  everich  element ;  975 

And  whan  he  hath  so  far  y-went. 
Than  may  be  seen,  behind  his  bak. 
Cloud,  and  al  that  I  of  spak.'  (470) 

Tho  gan  I  wexen  in  a  were. 
And  soyde,  '  I  woot  wel  I  am  here  ;      980 
But  wher  in  body  or  in  gost 
T  noot,  y-wis ;  but  god,  thou  wost ! ' 
For  more  deer  entendement 
Naddo  he  mo  never  yit  y-sent. 
And-than  thoughte  I  on  Marcian,        985 
And  eek  on  Anteclaudian, 
That  sooth  was  hir  descripcioun 
Of  al  tho  hevenes  regioun,  (480) 

As  fer  as  that  I  saw  the  prove  ; 
Therfor  I  can  hem  now  boleve.  990 

With  that  this  egle  gan  to  crye  : 
'  Lat  be,'  quod  he,  ^  thy  fantasye  ; 
Wilt  thou  lere  of  sterres  aught  ? ' 
'  Nay,  certeinly,'  quod  I,  *  right  naught ; 
And  why  ?  for  I  am  now  to  old.'  995 

'  EUes  I  wolde  thee  have  told,' 
(^od  he,  '  the  sterres  names,  lo, 
And  al  the  hevenes  signes  to,  (490) 

And  which  they  been.'    '  No  fors,'  quod  I. 
'  Yis,  Pardee,'  quod  he;  *  wostowwhy?  1000 
For  whan  thou  redest  poetrye. 
How  goddes^nne  stellitye 
Brid,  flsh,  beste,  or  him  or  here, 
As  the  Baven,  or  either  Bere, 
Or  Ariones  harpe  iyn,  1005 

Castor,  Pollux,  or  Dolphyn, 


Or  f  Atlantes  doughtres  sevene. 
How  alle  these  am  set  in  hevene ;      (500) 
For  though  thou  have  hem  ofte  on  honde. 
Yet  noetow  Aot  wher  that  they  stonde.' 
'  No  fors,'  quod  I,  '  hit  is  no  node :       loi  i 
I  leve  as  wel,  so  god  me  spede, 
Hem  that  wryte  of  this  matere, 
As  though  I  knew  hir  places  hero ; 
And  eek  they  shynen  here  so  brighte. 
Hit  shulde  shenden  al  my  sighte,        1016 
To  loke  on  hem.'    *  That  may  wel  bo/ 
Quod  ha    And  so  forth  bar  ho  me      (5U}) 
A  whyl,  and  than  he  gan  to  crye. 
That  never  herde  I  thing  so  hye,  loao 

♦  Now  up  the  heed  ;  for  al  is  wel ; 
Sejmt  Julyan,  lo,  bon  hostel ! 
See  here  the  House  of  Fame,  lo  ! 
Maistow  not  heren  that  I  do  ?' 
♦What?'  quod  L    *  The  greto  soun,'   10*5 
Quod  he,  *  that  mmbleth  up  and  doun 
In  Fames  Hous,  ful  of  tydinges, 

Bothe  of  fair  speche  and  chydinges,    (530) 
And  of  fals  and  soth  compouned. 
Herkne  wel ;  hit  is  not  rounod.  1030 

Herestow  not  the  grete  swogh  ? ' 
'  Yis,  pardee,'  quod  I,  *  wel  y-nogh.' 

♦  And  what  soun  is  it  lyk  ? '  quod  he. 

♦  Peter !  lyk  beting  of  the  see,' 

Quod  I,  *  again  the  roches  holowe,       io^<; 

Whan  tempest  doth  the  shippes  swalowe ; 

And  lat  a  man  stonde,  out  of  doute, 

A  myle  thens,  and  here  hit  route ;      (530) 

Or  elles  lyk  the  last  humblinge 

After  the  olappe  of  a  thundringe,        1040 

When  Joves  hath  the  air  y-bete ; 

But  hit  doth  me  for  fere  swete.' 

♦  Nay,  dred  thee  not  therof,'  quod  he, 

♦  Hit  is  nothing  wil  byten  thee ; 

Thou  shalt  non  harm  have,  trewely.'  1045 

And  with  this  word  bothe  he  and  I 
As  nigh  the  place  arryved  were 
As  men  may  casten  with  a  spera.        (540) 
I  niste  how,  but  in  a  strete 
He  sette  me  faire  on  my  fete,  1050 

And  seyde,  *■  Walke  forth  a  pas, 
And  tak  thyn  aventure  or  cas, 
That  thou  shalt  finde  in  Fames  iilaoQ.' 
*'  Now,'  quod  I,  ♦  whyl  we  han  space 
To  speke,  or  that  I  go  fro  thee,  1055 

For  the  love  of  god,  tel  me, 
In  sooth  that  wil  I  of  thee  lere, 
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(550) 


If  this  noifle  that  I  here 

Be,  as  I  have  herd  thee  tellen, 

Of  folk  that  donn  in  erthe  dwelleix, 

And  oomth  here  in  the  same  wyse 

Ae  I  thee  herde  or  this  devyse  ; 

And  that  ther  lyves  hody  nis 

In  al  that  hoaa  that  yonder  is, 

That  maketh  al  this  londe  &re  ?' 

'  Ko,*  qnod  he,  *  by  Seynto  Clare, 

And  also  wis  god  rede  me ! 

Bat  o  thinge  I  wil  wame  thee 

Of  the  which  thou  wolt  have  wonder. 

Lo,  to  the  House  of  Fame  yonder        1070 

Thou  woet  how  cometh  every  speohe, 

Hit  nedeth  noght  thee  eft  to  teche. 

Bnt  onderstond  now  right  wel  this ; 

Whan  any  speche  y-oomen  is 


1060 


1065 


(560) 


Up  to  the  paleys,  anon-right  1075 

Hit  wexeth  lyk  the  same  wight 
Which  that  the  word  in  erthe  spak, 
Be  hit  clothed  reed  or  hlak  ;  (jijo) 

And  hath  so  verray  his  lyknesse 
That  sjMkk  the  word,  that  thou  wilt  gesso 
That  hit  the  same  body  be,  1081 

Man  or  woman,  he  or  she. 
And  is  not  this  a  wonder  thing  ? ' 
*  Yis,*  quod  I  tho,  *  by  hevene  king ! ' 
And  with  this  worde,  *  Farwel,'  quod  he, 
'  And  here  I  wol  abjrden  thee  ;  1086 

And  god  of  hevene  sonde  thee  grace, 
Som  good  to  lemen  in  this  place.'      (580) 
And  I  of  him  took  leve  anoon, 
And  gan  forth  to  the  paleys  goon.       iixp 
Explicit  liber  secundns. 


BOOK  IIL 


Incipit  liber  terclua. 

Invocation. 

O  god  of  science  and  of  light, 

Apollo,  through  thy  grete  might, 

This  litel  laste  book  thou  gye ! 

Nat  that  I  wilne,  for  nuustrye, 

Here  art  poetical  bo  shewed  ;  1095 

But,  for  the  xym  is  light  and  lowed, 

Yit  make  hit  sumwhat  agreable, 

Though  som  vers  faile  in  a  Billable ; 

And  that  I  do  no  diligence 

To  shewe  craft,  but  o  sentence.     (10)  1100 

And  if,  divyne  vertu,  thou 

Wilt  helpe  me  to  shewe  now 

That  in  myn  hede  y-marked  is — 

Lo,  that  is  for  to  menen  this, 

The  Hous  of  Fame  to  desciyve —         1 1C5 

Thou  shalt  see  me  go,  as  blyve, 

Unto  the  nexte  laure  I  see, 

And  kisse  hit,  for  hit  is  thy  tree ; 

Now  entreth  in  my  breste  anoon ! — 

Ths  DreanK 
Whan  I  was  fro  this  egle  goon,    (so)  1110 
I  gan  beholde  upon  this  plaoe. 


And  oertein,  or  I  ferther  pace, 

I  wol  yow  al  the  shap  devyse 

Of  hous  and  fsite  ;  and  al  the  wyse 

How  I  gan  to  this  place  aprocho  11 :5 

That  stood  upon  so  high  a  roche, 

Hyer  stant  ther  noon  in  Spaine. 

But  up  I  olomb  with  alle  paine, 

And  though  to  olimbe  hit  greved  me, 

Yit  I  ententif  was  to  see,  (30)  1  ta<> 

And  for  to  pouren  wonder  lowe. 

If  I  ooude  any  weyes  knowe 

What  manor  stoon  this  roche  was ; 

For  hit  was  lyk  a  thing  of  glas. 

But  that  hit  shoon  fal  more  dere ;      1125 

But  of  what  congeled  matere 

Hit  was,  I  niste  redely. 

But  at  the  laste  espyed  I, 
And  found  that  hit  was,  every  deol, 
A  roche  of  yse,  and  not  of  steel.    (40)  1 130 
Thoughte  I,  *  By  Seynt  Thomas  of  Kent ! 
This  were  a  feble  foundement 
To  bilden  on  a  place  hye ; 
He  oughte  him  litel  glorifye 
That  her-on  bilt,  god  so  me  save !  *       1 135 

Tho  saw  I  al  the  half  y-grave 
With  famous  folkes  names  fele. 
That  had  y-been  in  moohel  wele, 
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And  hir  fames  vryde  y-blow& 

Bnt  wel  tmethes  ocmde  I  knowe   (50)  1140 

Any  lettres  for  to  rede 

Hir  names  by ;  for,  oat  of  drede, 

They  were  almost  of-thowed  so, 

That  of  the  lettres  oon  or  two 

Was  molte  away  of  every  name,  1 145 

So  anfamotis  was  weze  hir  fame ; 

Bnt  men  seyn,  *  What  may  ever  laste? ' 

Tho  gan  I  in  myn  herte  oaste, 
That  they  were  molte  awey  with  hete, 
And  not  awey  with  stormes  bete.  (60)  1150 
For  on  that  other  syde  I  sey 
Of  this  hille,  that  northward  lay, 
How  hit  was  writen  fol  of  names 
Of  folk  that  hadden  grete  fames 
Of  olde  tyme,  and  yit  they  were  1155 

As  fresshe    as    men    had    writen    hem 

there 
The  selve  day  right,  or  that  honre 
That  I  npon  hem  gan  to  ponre. 
Bat  wel  I  wiste  what  hit  made ; 
Hit  was  conserved  with  the  shade—    (70) 
Al  this  wrytinge  that  I  sy —  1161 

Of  a  oastel,  that  stood  on  hy. 
And  stood  eek  on  so  oold  a  place, 
That  hete  mighte  hit  not  deface. 

Tho  gan  I  np  the  hille  to  goon,         1165 
And  fond  npon  the  ooppe  a  woon, 
That  alle  the  men  that  ben  on  lyve 
Xe  han  the  cunning  to  descryve 
The  beaatee  of  that  iike  plaoe, 
Ne  conde  casten  no  compaoe         (80)  11 70 
Swich  another  for  to  make, 
That  mighte  of  beaatee  be  his  make, 
Ne  [be]  so  wonderliche  y-wrooght ; 
That  hit  astonieth  yit  my  thought, 
And  maketh  al  my  wit  to  swinke        1 175 
On  this  castel  to  bethinke. 
So  that  the  grete  forafb,  beaatee. 
The  cast,  the  cxiriositee 
Ne  can  I  not  to  yow  devyse, 
"My  wit  ne  may  me  not  saffjj^se.     (90)  1 180 

Bat  natheles  al  the  substance 
I  have  yit  in  my  remembrance  ; 
For-why  me  thoughte,  by  Seynt  Gyle  ! 
Al  was  of  stone  of  beryle, 
Bothe  castel  and  the  tour,  11 85 

And  eek  the  halle,  and  every  boar, 
Withouten  peces  or  jotningea 
But  many  subtil  compaannges, 


f  Babewinnes  and  pinades, 

Imageries  and  tabernacles,  (100)  1190 

I  saw ;  and  fol  eek  of  windowes, 

As  flakes  fidle  in  grote  snowes. 

And  eek  in  ech  of  the  pinades 

Weren  sondry  habitacles, 

In  whiche  stoden,  al  withoute —  1195 

Ful  the  castel,  al  aboute — 

Of  alle  maner  of  minstrales. 

And  gestiours,  that  tellen  tales 

Bothe  of  weping  and  of  game, 

Of  al  that  longeth  unto  Fame,     (no)  laoo 

Ther  herde  I  pleyen  on  an  hazpe 
That  souned  bothe  wel  and  shaxpe, 
Orpheus  fhl  crafkely, 
And  on  his  ^yde,  fiiste  by, 
Sat  the  harper  Orion,  ix>5 

And  Eaoides  Chiron, 
And  other  harpers  many  oon. 
And  the  Bret  Glascurion ; 
And  smale  harpers  with  her  glefis 
fSeten  imder  hem  in  seds,  (lao)  13 10 

And  gonne  on  hem  upward  to  gape, 
And  countrefete  hem  as  an  ape. 
Or  as  crafb  countrefeteth  kinde. 

Tho  saugh  I  stonden  hem  behinde, 
A'fer  iro  hem,  al  by  hemselve,  1215 

Many  thousand  tymes  twelve, 
That  maden  loude  menstralcyes 
In  oomemuse,  and  shalmyes, 
And  many  other  maner  pype. 
That  craftely  begunne  pype         (130)  raao 
Bothe  in  doucet  and  in  rede, 
That  ben  at  festes  with  the  brede ; 
And  many  floute  and  lilting-home, 
And  pypes  made  of  grene  come, 
As  han  thise  Utel  herde-gromes,  1225 

That  kepen  bestos  in  the  bromes. 

Ther  saugh  I  than  Atiteris, 
And  of  Athenes  dan  Fseostis, 
And  Marcia  that  lost  her  skin, 
Bothe  in  face,  body,  and  chin,    (140)  1350 
For  that  she  wolde  envyen,  lo  ! 
To  pjrpen  bet  then  Apolla 
Ther  saugh  I  famous,  olde  and  yonge, 
Fypers  of  the  Duche  tonge, 
To  leme  love-daunces,  springes,  1335 

Beyes,  and  these  straunge  thingea. 

Tho  saugh  I  in  another  place 
Stonden  in  a  large  space. 
Of  hem  that  maken  Uody  sonn 
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In  tmmpe,  beme,  and  olaxionn ;  (150)  1240 
For  in  fight  and  blood-shedinge 
Is  used  gladly  clazionixige. 

Ther  horde  I  tmmpen  MeasennB, 
Of  whom  that  speketh  VirgilixxB. 
Ther  heide  I  Joab  tnimpe  also,  1245 

Theodomas,  and  other  mo ; 
And  aUe  that  lued  clarion 
In  Oataloigne  and  Aragon, 
That  in  hir  tyme  famous  were 
To  leme,  sangh  I  tnimpe  there.  (160)  ittso 

Ther  saagh  I  sitte  in  other  sefis, 
Fleyinge  npon  sondry  glefis, 
Whiche  that  I  cannot  nevene, 
Ho  then  sterree  been  in  hevene, 
Of  whiche  I  nil  as  now  not  rs^ie,        1255 
For  ese  of  yow,  and  losse  of  tyme  : 
For  ^me  y-lost,  this  knowen  ye, 
3y  no  way  may  recovered  be. 

Ther  sangh  I  fpleyen  jogelonrs, 
Magiciens  and  tregetoors,  (170)  1260 

And  phitonesBes,  oharmereases, 
Olde  wicches,  soroereflses, 
That  nse  exormsacioims 
And  eek  thise  ftunigacionns ; 
And  derkes  eek,  which  oonne  wel      1265 
Al  this  magyke  natnrel. 
That  oraltely  don  hir  ententes. 
To  make,  in  oerteyn  asoendentes, 
Images,  lo,  through  which  magyk 
To  make  a  man  ben  hool  or  ^k.  (180)1270 
Ther  sangh  I  fthee,  qneen  Medea, 
And  Giroes  eke,  and  Calipsa ; 
Ther  sangh  I  Hermes  Ballenns, 
Lymote,  and  eek  Simon  Hagns.  1374 

Ther  sangh  I,  and  knew  hem  by  name. 
That  hy  snch  art  don  men  han  fame. 
Ther  sangh  I  Golle  tregetonr 
Upon  a  table  of  sicamonr 
Pleye  an  nnconthe  thing  to  telle ; 
I  sangh  him  carien  a  wind-melle  (190)  1280 
Under  a  walsh-note  shale. 

What  shnld  I  make  lenger  tale 
Of  al  the  peple  that  I  say, 
Fro  hennes  in-to  domesday  ? 

Whan  I  had  al  this  folk  beholde,     1285 
And  fond  me  Ions,  and  noght  y-holde. 
And  efb  y>mnsed  longe  whyle 
Upon  these  walles  of  beryle, 
That  shoon  ftil  lighter  than  a  glas, 
And  made  wel  more  than  hit  was      ^200) 


To  semen,  every  thing,  y-wis,  1291 

As  kinde  thing  of  fames  is ; 
I  gan  forth  romen  til  I  fond 
The  castd-yate  on  my  right  bond. 
Which  that  so  wel  corven  was  1295 

That  never  swich  another  nas ; 
And  yil  hit  was  by  aventore 
Y-wronght,  as  often  as  by  cure. 

Hit  nedeth  noght  yow  for  to  teUen, 
To  make  yow  to  longe  dwellen,  (210)  1300 
Of  this  yates  florisshinges, 
Ne  of  compasses,  ne  of  kervinges, 
Ne  how  they  fhatte  in  masoneries, 
As,  oorbets  folic  of  imageries. 
But,  lord  !  so  fair  hit  was  to  shewe,    1305 
For  hit  was  al  with  gold  behewe. 
But  in  I  wente,  and  that  anoon ; 
Ther  mette  I  crying  many  oon, — 
» A  larges,  larges,  hold  up  wel ! 
God  save  the  lady  of  this  pel,      (220)  13 10 
Our  owne  gentil  lady  Fame, 
And  hem  that  wilnen  to  have  name 
Of  us  I '    Thus  herde  I  ciyen  alle, 
And  fiwte  comen  out  of  haUe, 
And  shoken  nobles  and  sterlingee.       1315 
And  somme  crouned  were  as  kinges, 
With  crounes  wroght  ful  of  losenges ; 
And  many  riban,  and  many  ftenges 
Were  on  hir  clothes  trewely. 

Tho  atte  laste  aspyed  I  (230)  1320 

That  pnrsevauntes  and  heraudes. 
That  ciyen  riche  folkes  landes. 
Hit  weren  alle ;  and  every  man 
Of  hem,  as  I  yow  tellen  can. 
Had  on  him  throwen  a  vesture,  1325 

Which  that  men  depe  a  cote-armure, 
Enbrowded  wonderliche  riche, 
Al-though  they  nere  nought  y-liche. 
But  noght  nil  I,  so  mote  I  thiyve, 
Been  aboute  to  discrjrve  (240)  1330 

Al  these  armes  that  ther  weren. 
That  they  thus  on  hir  cotes  beren, 
For  hit  to  me  wore  impossible  ; 
Men  mighto  make  yf  hem  a  bible 
Twenty  foot  thikke,  as  I  trowe.  1335 

For  certeyn,  who-so  coude  y-knowe 
Mighte  ther  alle  the  armes  seen 
Of  famous  folk  that  han  y-been 
In  Anffirike,  Europe,  and  Affye, 
Sith  first  began  the  chevalrye.    (250)  1340 

Lo !  how  shnlde  I  now  telle  al  this  ? 
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No  of  the  hallo  oek  what  node  is 

To  tellen  yow,  that  ©very  wal 

Of  hitf  and  floor,  and  roof  and  al 

Was  plated  half  a  fote  thikke  1345 

Of  gold,  and  that  nas  no-thing  vrikko, 

But,  for  to  prove  in  alle  ivyse, 

As  fyn  as  dacat  in  Venyse, 

Of  whiche  to  lyte  al  in  my  ponche  is  ? 

And  they  wer  set  as  thikke  of  nonchis  (360) 

Fulle  of  the  fynest  stones  faire,  1351 

That  men  rede  in  the  Lapidaire, 

As  greses  growen  in  a  mode  ; 

But  hit  were  al  to  longe  to  redo 

The  names ;  and  therfore  I  pace.  1355 

Bat  in  this  richo  lusty  place, 
That  Fames  hallo  called  was, 
Ful  mocho  prees  of  folk  ther  nos, 
No  croading,  for  to  mochil  prees. 
Bat  al  on  hye,  above  a  dees,        (370)  1360 
t  Sitte  in  a  see  imperial, 
That  maad  was  of  a  rabee  al, 
Which  that  a  carbuncle  is  y-called, 
I  saogh,  perpetaally  y-stalled, 
A  feminyne  creataro  ;  1365 

That  never  formiod  by  nature 
Nas  swich  another  thing  y-seye. 
For  althorflrst,  soth  for  to  soye, 
Me  thoughte  that  she  was  so  lyte. 
That  the  lengthe  of  a  cubyto        (a8o)  1370 
Was  lengor  than  she  semed  be  ; 
But  thus  sonc,  in  a  whyle,  she 
Hir  tho  so  -j-wondorliche  streighte, 
Tliat  with  hir  foot  she  th'erthe  reighte, 
And  with  hir  hood  she  touched  hevene, 
Ther  as  shynen  sterres  seveno.  1376 

And  ther-to  oek,  as  to  my  wit, 
1  saugh  a  grettor  wonder  yit, 
Upon  hir  eyen  to  beholde ; 
But  certeyn  I  hem  never  toldo  ;  (390)  1380 
For  as  felo  eyen  hadde  she 
As  fetheres  upon  foules  be. 
Or  weron  on  the  bestes  foure, 
Tliat  goddes  trone  gunne  honoure. 
As  John  writ  in  th'apocalips.  1385 

Hir  heer,  that  oundy  was  and  crips, 
As  burned  gold  hit  shoo;i  to  see. 
And  sooth  to  tellen,  also  she 
Had  also  felo  up-stonding  ores 
And  tonges,  as  on  bestes  heres ;  (jao)  1390 
And  on  hir  feet  wezen  saugh  I 
Partriches  winges  redely 


But,  lord  !  the  perrie  and  the  richesse 
I  saugh  sitting  on  this  goddesse  ! 
And,  lord  !  the  hevenish  melodye        1395 
Of  songes,  ful  of  armonye, 
I  horde  aboute  her  trone  y-songe, 
That  al  the  paleys-walles  ronge ! 
So  song  the  mighty  Muse,  she 
That  eloped  is  Caliopee,  (310)  140U 

And  hir  eighte  snstren  eke, 
That  in  hir  face  semen  meke ; 
And  evermo,  eternally, 
They  songe  of  Fame,  as  tho  herde  I : — 
*•  Horied  bo  thou  and  thy  name,  1405 

Goddesse  of  renoun  and  of  fame ! ' 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo,  atte  laste. 
As  I  myn  eyen  gan  up  caste, 
That  this  ilke  noble  queue 
On  hir  shuldres  gan  sustene        (320)  1410 
Botho  th'armes  and  the  name 
Of  tho  that  hadde  large  fame  ; 
Alexander,  and  Hercules 
That  with  a  sherto  his  lyf  lees ! 
-f-Thus  fond  I  sitting  this  goddesse,     1415 
In  nobley,  honour,  and  richesso ; 
Of  whioli  I  stinte  a  whyle  now. 
Other  thing  to  tellen  yow. 

Tho  saugh  I  stonde  on  either  syde, 
Streight  doun  to  the  dores  wyde,  (330)  1430 
Fro  the  dees,  many  a  pileer 
Of  metal,  that  shoon  not  fbl  cleer ; 
But  though  they  neze  of  no  xichesse, 
Yet  they  wore  maad  for  greet  noblesse, 
And  in  hem  greet  [and  hy]  sentence ;  14^5 
And  folk  of  digne  reverence, 
Of  whiche  I  wol  yow  telle  fonde. 
Upon  the  piler  saugh  I  stonde. 

Alderfirst,  lo,  ther  I  sigh, 
Upon  a  piler  stonde  on  high,       (340)  1430 
That  was  of  lode  and  yren  fyn, 
Him  of  seote  Saturnyn, 
Th'  Ebrayk  Josephus,  the  olde. 
That  of  Jewes  gostes  tolde ; 
And  bar  upon  his  shuldres  hye  1435 

Tho  fame  up  of  the  Jewezy  e. 
And  by  him  stoden  other  seveno, 
Wyse  and  worthy  for  to  neveno, 
To  helpen  him  here  up  the  charge. 
Hit  was  so  hevy  and  so  large.      (350)  144U 
And  for  they  writen  of  batailes, 
As  wel  as  oUier  olde  mervailes, 
Tberfor  was,  lo,  this  pileer, 
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Of  which  that  I  yow  telle  heer, 

Of  lede  and  yren  bothe,  y-wis.  1445 

For  yren  Martes  metal  is, 

Whi(di  that  god  ia  of  bataile ; 

And  the  leed,  withouten  fiule, 

la,  lo,  the  metal  of  Satume, 

That  hath  ful  large  wheel  to  tome.   (360) 

Tho  stoden  forth,  on  every  rowe,         1451 

Of  hem  which  that  I  conde  knowe, 

Thogh  I  hem  noght  by  ordre  telle. 

To  make  yow  to  long  to  dwelle. 

These,  of  whiche  I  ginne  rede,  1455 

Ther  sangh  I  stonden,  oat  of  drede : 
Upon  an  yren  piler  strong, 
That  peynted  was,  al  endelong, 
With  tygres  blode  in  every  place, 
The  Tholosan  that  highte  Staoe,  (370)  1460 
That  bar  of  Thebes  np  the  fame 
Upon  his  shnldres,  and  the  name 
Also  of  croel  Achilles. 
And  hy  him  stood,  withouten  lees, 
Fol  wonder  bye  on  a  pileer  2465 

Of  yren,  he,  the  gret  Omeer  ; 
And  with  him  Dares  and  TyttiB 
Before,  and  eek  he,  Lollins, 
And  Oxddo  eek  de  Colnmpnis, 
And  Knglish  Ganfride  eek,  y-wis ;  (380)  1470 
And  ech  of  these,  as  have  I  joye, 
Was  beiy  for  to  bere  np  Troye. 
So  bevy  thei^of  was  the  fame, 
That  for  to  bere  hit  was  no  game. 
Bat  yit  I  gan  ftd  wel  espye,  1475 

Betwix  hem  was  a  litel  enyyo. 
Oon  seyde,  Omere  made  lyes, 
Feyningo  in  his  poetryes. 
And  was  to  Orekes  favorable ; 
Therfor  held  he  hit  bat  fable.     (390)  1480 

Tho  sangh  I  stonde  on  a  pileer, 
niat  was  of  tinned  yren  deer, 
That  Latin  poete,  [dan]  Vifgyle, 
That  bore  hath  ap  a  longe  wbyle 
The  fame  of  Pins  Eneas.  1485 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  was, 
Of  coper,  Venos  clerk,  Ovyde, 
That  hath  y-sowen  wonder  wyde 
The  grete  god  of  Loves  name. 
And  ther  he  bar  up  wel  his  fame,      {400) 
Upon  this  piler,  also  bye  1491 

As  I  might  see  hit  with  myn  yd : 
Foi>why  this  halle,  of  whiche  I  rede 
Was  woze  on  'fhighte,  lengthe  and  brede. 


Wel  more,  by  a  thousand  del,  1495 

Than  hit  was  erst,  that  sangh  I  weL 

Tho  sangh  I,  on  a  piler  by,    • 
Of  yren  wroght  fnl  stemely. 
The  grete  poete,  dann  Lncan, 
And  on  his  shnldres  bar  up  than,      (410) 
As  highe  as  that  I  mighte  see,  1501 

The  fame  of  Julius  and  Pompee. 
And  by  him  stoden  alls  these  derkes, 
That  writen  of  Bomes  mighty  werkes. 
That,  if  I  wolde  hir  names  telle,  1505 

Al  to  longe  moste  I  dwelle. 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  stood 
Of  Boulf^  lyk  as  he  were  wood, 
Dan  Claudian,  the  soth  to  telle. 
That  bar  up  al  the  fame  of  helle,  {420)  1510 
Of  Pluto,  and  of  Proserpyne, 
That  queue  is  of  the  derke  pyne. 

What  shulde  I  more  telle  of  this  ? 
The  halle  was  al  ful,  yiwis. 
Of  hem  that  writen  olde  gestes,  1515 

As  ben  on  trete  rokes  nestes ; 
But  hit  a  ful  oonfns  matere 
Were  al  the  gestes  for  to  here. 
That    they    of   write,     and    how    they 

highte. 
But  whyl  that  I  beheld  this  sighte,    (430) 
I  herde  a  noise  aprochen  blyve,  1531 

That  ferde  as  been  don  in  an  hyve, 
Agen  her  tyme  of  out-fieyinge  ; 
Right  swiche  a  maner  murmnringe. 
For  al  the  world,  hit  semed  me.  1525 

Tho  gan  I  loke  abonte  and  see. 
That  ther  com  entring  fin  the  halle 
A  right  gret  company  with-alle,      • 
And  that  of  sondiy  r^ouns. 
Of  aUeskinnes  condioiouns,  (440)  1530 

That  dwelle  in  erthe  under  the  mone, 
Fore  and  ryche.    And  also  sone 
As  they  were  come  into  the  halle, 
They  gonne  doun  on  kne&i  falle 
Before  this  iUce  noble  queue,  1535 

And  soyde,  '  Graunte  us,  lady  shene, 
Ech  of  us,  of  thy  grace,  a  bone !  * 
And     somme    of    hem     she    grauntcd 

sone. 
And  somme  she  wemed  wel  and  faire : 
And  somme  she  graunted  the  oontraire 
Of  hir  axing  utterly.  (45 1 )  1 54 1 

But  thus  I  seye  yow  trewely. 
What  hir  cause  was,  I  niste. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


342 


Z^  1^006  of  ^cimt. 


[Boos  in. 


For  th'iB  folk,  fill  wel  I  MriBte, 
They  hadde  good  fame  ech  deserved,  1545 
Althogh  they  were  diversly  served ; 
Bight  as  hir  snster,  dame  Forfcune, 
Is  wont  to  serven  in  oomnne. 

Now  herkne  how  she  gan  to  paye 
That  gonne  hir  of  hir  grace  pn^e ;    (460) 
And  yit,  lo,  al  this  companye  1551 

Seyden  sooth,  and  noght  a  lye. 

'  Madame,'  seyden  they,  *  we  be 
Folk  that  beer  beseohen  thee, 
That  thon  grannte  ns  now  good  fame,  1555 
And  lete  onr  werkes  ban  that  name ; 
In  fill  recompensaoioon 
Of  good  werk,  give  ns  good  renoiuu* 
'  I  weme  yow  hit,'  qnod  she  anoon, 

*  Ye  gete  of  me  good  fame  noon,  (470)  1560 
By  god!  and  therfor  go  yonr  wey.* 

'  Alas,'  quod  they,  '  aUd  welaway  I 

Telle  ns,  what  may  yonr  oanse  be  ?' 

^For  me  list  hit  noght,'  qnod  she ; 

*  No  wight  shal  speke  of  yow,  y-^fis,    1565 
Ctood  ne  harm,  ne  that  ne  this.' 

And  with  that  word  she  gan  to  calle 
Hir  messanger,  that  was  in  halle. 
And  bad  that  he  shnlde  faste  goon, 
fUp  peyne  to  be  blind  anoon,      (480)  1570 
For  Eolns,  the  god  of  winde ; — 

*  In  Trace  ther  ye  shnl  him  finde, 
And  bid  him  bringe  his  darionn. 
That  LB  fnl  dyvers  of  his  sonn. 

And  hit  is  deped  Clere  Lande,  1575 

With  which  he  wont  is  to  heraade 
Hem  that  me  list  y-preised  be : 
And  tdso  bid  him  how  that  he 
Bringe  his  other  olarionn. 
That  highte  Sclaundre  in  every  tonn,  (490) 
With  which  he  wont  is  to  diffame      1581 
Hem  that  mo  list,  and  do  hem  shame.' 

This  messanger  gan  faste  goon, 
And  found  wher,  in  a  cave  of  sto(m, 
In  a  oontree  that  highte  Trace,  1585 

This  Eolus,  with  harde  grace, 
Held  the  windes  in  distresse. 
And  gan  hem  under  him  to  presse, 
That  they  gonno  as  beres  rore. 
He  bond  and  pressed  hem  so  sore.      (500) 

This  messanger  gan  faste  crye,        1591 
'  Eys  up,'  quod  he,  '  and  faste  bye, 
Til  that  thou  at  my  lady  be ; 
And  tak  thy  clarions  eek  with  thee, 


And  speed  thee  forth.'  And  he  anon  1595 

Took  to  a  man,  that  hight  Triton, 

His  dariouns  to  here  tho, 

And  leet  a  oerteyn  wind  to  go, 

That  blew  so  hidonsly  and  hye, 

That  hit  ne  lefte  not  a  skye        (5x0)  x6ou 

In  al  the  welken  longe  and  brood. 

This  Eolus  no-wher  abood 
Til  he  was  come  at  Fames  feet. 
And  eek  the  man  that  Triton  heet ; 
And  ther  he  stood,  as  still  as  stoon.    1605 
And  her-withal  ther  com  anoon 
Another  huge  companye 
Of  gode  folk,  and  gnnne  ciye, 
*■  Lady,  grannte  ns  now  good  £une, 
And  lat  onr  werkes  ban  that  name    (530) 
Now,  in  honour  of  gentilesse,  161 1 

And  also  god  your  soule  blesse ! 
For  we  ban  wel  deserved  hit, 
Therfor  is  right  that  we  ben  quit.' 

*As   thiyve   I,'   qnod   she,    *ye    shal 
fjEkile, 
Good  werkes  shal  yow  noght  availe    1616 
To  have  of  me  good  fiune  as  now. 
But  wite  ye  what  ?    I  grannte  yow. 
That  ye  shal  have  a  shrewed  fame      1619 
And  wikked  loos,  and  worse  name,    (530) 
Though  ye  good  loos  have  wel  deserved. 
Now  go  yonr  wey,  for  ye  be  served ; 
And  thon,  dan  Eolus,  let  see ! 
Tak  forth  thy  tmmpe  anon,'  quod  she, 
*  That  is  y-deped  Sdaunder  light,       1625 
And  blow  hir  loos,  that  every  wight 
Speke  of  hem  harm  and  shrewednesse. 
In  stede  of  good  and  worthinesse. 
For  thou  shalt  trumpe  al  the  oontraire 
Of  that  they  ban  don  wd  or  fiure.'     1650 

*  Alas,'  thoughte  I,  '  what  aventnres 
Han  these  sory  creatures !  (542) 

For  they,  amonges  al  the  pres, 
Shul  thus  be  shamed  gilteles ! 
But  what !  hit  moste  nedes  be.'  1635 

What  did  this  Eolus,  but  he 
Tok  out  his  blakke  trumpe  of  bras, 
That  fouler  than  the  devil  was, 
And  gan  this  trumpe  for  to  blowe, 
As  al  the  world  shulde  overthrowe ;   (550) 
That  through-out  every  regioun  1641 

Wente  this  fonle  tmmpes  soun, 
As  swift  as  pelet  out  of  gonne, 
Whan  fyr  is  in  the  poudre  ronne. 
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And  Bwiehe  a  smoke  gan  ont-wende    1645 

Out  of  his  foole  tmmpes  ende, 

Blak,  bio,  g;reni8h,  swartish  reed, 

Ab  doth  wher  that  men  melte  leed, 

Lo,  al  on  high  fro  the  tuel ! 

And  therto  00  thing  sangh  I  wel,  (560)  1650 

That,  the  ferther  that  hit  ran, 

The  gretter  wezen  hit  began, 

As  doth  the  river  from  a  welle, 

And  hit  stank  as  the  pit  of  helle. 

Alas,  thns  was  hir  shame  y-ronge,       1655 

And  giltelees,  on  every  tonge. 

Tho  com  the  thridde  companye. 
And  gunne  up  to  the  dees  to  hye, 
And  dotm  on  knees  they  fiUe  anon, 
And  seyde, '  We  ben  everiehon     (570)  1660 
Folk  that  han  fdl  trewely 
Deserved  fame  lightftilly, 
And  praye  yow,  hit  mot  be  knowe, 
Bight  as  hit  is,  and  forth  y-blowe.* 
'  I  grannie,*  qnod  she,  *  for  me  list       1665 
That  now  your  gode  fwerk  be  wist ; 
And  yit  ye  shnl  han  better  loos, 
Right  in  dispyt  of  alio  your  foos, 
Than  worthy  is;  and  that  anoon  : 
lAt  now,'  quod  die,  ^thy  tmmpe  goon,  (580) 
Thou  Eolns,  that  is  so  blak ;  1671 

And  oat  thyn  other  tnunpe  tak 
That  highte  Lande,  and  blow  hit  so 
That  through  the  world  hir  fieune  go 
Al  esely,  and  not  to  faste,  1675 

That  hit  be  knowen  atte  laste.' 

*■  Fal  gladly,  lady  myn,'  he  seyde ; 
And  ont  his  tnunpe  of  golde  he  brayde 
Anon,  and  sette  hit  to  his  monthe. 
And  blew  hit  est,  and  west,  and  8oathe,(59o) 
And  north,  as  londe  as  any  thunder,  1681 
That  every  wight  hadde  of  hit  wonder, 
So  brode  hit  ran,  or  than  hit  stente. 
And,  certes,  al  the  breeth  that  wente 
Oat  of  his  trompes  moathe  smelde      1685 
As  men  a  pot-ful  'j-bawme  helde 
Among  a  basket  fal  of  roses ; 
This  &voar  dide  he  til  hir  loses. 

And  right  with  this  I  gan  aspye, 
Ther  00m  the  ferthe  companye —  (600)  1690 
But  certeyn  they  were  wonder  fewe^ 
And  gonne  stonden  in  a  rewe, 
And  seyden,  *•  Certes,  lady  brighte, 
We  han  don  wel  with  al  oar  mighte ; 
But  we  ne  kepen  have  no  fame.  1695 


Hyd  oar  werkes  and  oor  name. 

For  goddes  love  !  for  certes  we 

Han  certeyn  doon  hit  for  boontee. 

And  for  no  maner  other  thing.' 

*  I  graante  yow  al  yoar  asking,'    (610)  1700 

Qaod  she ;  '  let  yoar  fwerk  be  deed.* 

With  that  aboute  I  clew  xayn  heed. 
And  saugh  anoon  the  fifte  roate 
That  to  this  lady  gonne  loate. 
And  doan  on  knees  anoon  to  falle ;     1705 
And  to  hir  tho  besooghten  alle 
To  hyde  hir  gode  werkes  eek. 
And  seyde,  they  yeven  noght  a  leek 
For  fame,  ne  for  swich  renoon ; 
For  they,  for  contemplaoioan      (6ao)  1710 
And  goddes  love,  hadde  y-wronght ; 
Ne  of  fame  wolde  they  noaght.    ' 

•  What  ? '  qnod  she,  '  and  be  ye  wood  ? 
And  wene  ye  for  to  do  good, 
And  for  to  have  of  that  no  fame  ?        1715 
Have  ye  dispyt  to  have  my  name  ? 
Nay,  ye  shal  liven  everichoon ! 
Blow  thy  trampe  and  that  anoon,' 
Qaod  she,  *  thoa  Eolas,  I  bote, 
And  ring  this  folkes  f  werk  by  note,  (630) 
That  al  the  world  may  of  hit  here.'     1721 
And  he  gan  blowe  hir  loos  so  olere 
In  his  golden  olarioon, 
That  through  the  world  wente  the  soun, 
•j-So  kenely,  and  eek  so  softe ;  .  1725 

But  atte  laste  hit  was  on-Iofte. 

Thoo  com  the  sexte  companye, 
And  gonne  faste  on  Fame  crye. 
Bight  verraily,  in  this  manere 
They  seyden :  *  Mercy,  lady  dere !  (640)  1730 
To  telle  certein,  as  hit  is, 
We  han  don  neither  that  ne  this, 
But  ydel  al  our  lyf  y-be. 
But,  natheles,  yit  preye  we, 
That  we  mowe  han  so  good  a  fame,       1735 
And  greet  renoun  and  knowen  name, 
As  they  that  han  don  noble  gestee. 
And  acheved  aUe  hir  lestes, 
As  wel  of  love  as  other  thing ; 
Al  was  us  never  broche  ne  ring,  (650)  1740 
Ne  elles  noaght,  f^m  wimmen  sent, 
Ne  ones  in  hir  herte  y-ment 
To  make  us  only  frendly  chore, 
But  mighte  temen  us  on  here  ; 
Yit  lat  us  to  the  i)eple  seme  1745 

Swiche  as  the  world  may  of  us  deme, 
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That  wimmen  loven  ns  for  wood. 

Hit  Bhal  don  ns  as  moche  good, 

And  to  OUT  herte  as  moche  availe 

To  coantrepeise  ese  andtravaile,  (660)  1750 

As  we  had  wonne  hit  with  laboor ; 

For  that  is  dere  boght  honour 

At  regard  of  oar  grete  ese. 

And  yit  thou  most  ns  more  plese ; 

Let  ns  be  holden  eek,  therto,  1755 

Worthy,  wyse,  and  gode  also. 

And  riche,  and  happy  nnto  love. 

For  goddes  love,  that  sit  above. 

Though  we  may  not  the  body  have 

Of  wimmen,  yet,  so  god  yow  save !  (670)  1760 

Let  men  glewe  on  us  the  name ; 

Suffyceth  that  we  han  the  fame.' 

'  I  graunte,*  quod  she,  ^  by  my  troathe ! 
Now,  Eolus,  with-outen  slouthe, 
Tak  out  thy  trumpo  of  gold,  flet  see,  1765 
And  blow  as  they  han  axed  me. 
That  every  man  wene  hem  at  ese. 
Though  they  gon  in  fill  badde  lese.' 
This  Eolus  gan  hit  so  blowe,        (679)  1769 
That    through    the    world    hit    was    y- 
knowe. 

Tho  00m  the  seventh  route  anoon, 
And  fel  on  knees  everichoon. 
And  seyde,  '  Lady,  graunte  us  sone 
The  same  thing,  the  same  bone, 
That  [ye]  this  nezte  folk  han  doon.*     1775 
'  "Fy  on  yow,'  quod  she,  '  everichoon ! 
Ye  masty  swyn,  ye  ydel  wrooches, 
Fnl  of  roten  slowe  tocches ! 
What  ?  false  theves !  wher  ye  wolde 
Be  ffunous  good,  and  no-thing  nolde    (690) 
Deserve  why,  ne  never  roughte?  1781 

Men  rather  yow  to-hangen  oughte  I 
For  ye  be  lyk  the  sweynte  cat, 
That  wolde  have  fish ;  but  wostow  what  ? 
Ho  wolde  no-thing  wete  his  clowes.     1785 
Yvel  thrift  come  on  your  jowes, 
And  eek  on  myn,  if  I  hit  graunte. 
Or  do  yow  favour,  yow  to  avaunte ! 
Thou  Eolus,  thou  king  of  Trace  ! 
Go,  blow  this  folk  a  socy  grace,'  (700)  1790 
Quod  she,  '  anoon ;  and  wostow  how? 
As  I  shal  telle  thee  right  now ; 
Sey :  "  These  ben  they  that  wolde  honour 
Have,  and  do  noskinnes  labour, 
Ne  do  no  good,  and  yit  han  laude ;      1795 
And  that  men  wende  that  bele  Isaude 


Ne  ooude  hem  noght  of  love  weme ; 
And  yit  she  that  grint  at  a  queme 
Is  al  to  good  to  ese  hir  herte." ' 

This  Eolus  anon  up  sterte,        (710)  1800 
And  with  his  blakke  clarioun 
He  gan  to  blasen  out  a  soun, 
As  loude  as  belweth  wind  in  helle. 
And  eek  therwith,  [the]  sooth  to  telle. 
This  soun  was  [al]  so  fhl  of  japes,         i8c^ 
As  ever  mowes  were  in  apes. 
And  that  wente  al  the  world  aboute, 
That  every  wight  gan  on  hem  shonte, 
And  for  to  laughe  as  they  were  wode ; 
Such  game  fonde  they  in  hir  hode.     {720) 
Tho  com  another  company e,  iKi  i 

That  had  y-doon  the  traiterye. 
The  harm,  the  fgretest  wikkednesse 
That  any  herte  couthe  gesse ; 
And  preyed  hir  to  han  good  fkme,        1815 
And    that    she    nolde    hem     doon    no 

shame, 
But  yeve  hem  loos  and  good  renoun, 
And  do  hit  blowe  in  clarioun. 
*Nay,    wis!'    quod    she,    *hit    were    a 

vyce; 
Al  be  ther  in  me  no  justyce,         (730)  1K20 
Me  listeth  not  to  do  hit  now, 
Ne  this  nil  I  not  graunte  you.' 

Tho  come  ther  lepinge  in  a  route, 
And  gonne  choppen  al  aboute 
Every  man  upon  the  croxme,  1825 

That  al  the  hallo  gan  to  soune, 
And  seyden  :  *Lady,  lefe  and  dere, 
We  ben  swich  folk  as  ye  mowe  here. 
To  tellen  al  the  tale  aright, 
We  ben  shrewes,  every  wight,     (740)  i8j^o 
And  han  delyt  in  wikkednesse, 
As  gode  folk  han  in  goodnesse ; 
And  joye  to  be  knowen  shrewes. 
And  fhlle  of  vyce  and  wikked  thewes  ; 
Wherfor  we  preyen  yow,  a-rowe,  1835 

That  our  fkme  swich  be  knowe 
In  alle  thing  right  as  hit  is.' 

*  I  graunte  hit  yow,'  quod  she,  *  y-wis. 
But  what  art  thou  that  seyst  this  tale, 
That  werest  on  thy  hose  a  ixale,  (750)  1840 
And  on  thy  tipet  swiche  a  belle !  * 
^  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  sooth  to  telle, 
I  am  that  ilke  shrewe,  y-wis, 
That  brende  the  temple  of  Isidis 
In  Athenes,  lo,  that  oitee.'  1845 
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'And  wherfor    didest    thoa   so?*  quod 
she, 

*  By  my  thrift,'  quod  he,  *  madame, 
I  wolde  fiiyn  han  had  a  fame, 

As  other  folk  hadde  in  the  tonn, 

Al-thogh  th^  were  of  greet  renoTin   (760) 

For  hir  verta  and  for  hir  thewes ;        1851 

Tfaooghte  I,  as  greet  a  fame  hon  ahrewes, 

Thogh  hit  be  fbat  for  shrewedneue, 

As  gode  folk  han  for  goodnesse ; 

And  sith  I  may  not  have  that  oon,      1955 

That  other  nil  I  noght  for-goon. 

And  far  to  gette  of  Fames  hyre, 

The  temple  sette  I  al  a-fyre. 

Now  do  oar  loos  be  blowen  swythe, 

As  wisly  be  thon  ever  blythe*'     (770)  i860 

*  Gladly,' quod  she;  'thoaEolns, 
Herestow  not  what  they  preyen  as  ?' 
<  Madame,  yis,  fnl  wel,'  quod  he, 

*  And  I  wil  trompen  hit,  parde  I  * 

And  tok  his  Uakke  tnunpe  &ste,        1865 
And  gan  to  pnffen  and  to  blaste, 
Til  hit  was  at  the  worldes  ende. 

With  that  I  gan  abonte  wende ; 
For  oon  that  stood  right  at  my  bak. 
Me  thonghte,  goodly  to  me  spak,  (780)  1870 
And  seyde:  *Frend,  what  is  thy  name  ? 
Artow  oome  hider  to  han  fiune  ? ' 
*Ki^,  foivflothe,  firend  I '  qnod  I ; 
'  I  cam  noght  hider,  graont  mercy ! 
For  no  swioh  cause,  by  my  heed !         1875 
Snifyceth  me,  as  I  were  deed, 
That    no   wight    have    my    name    in 

honde. 
I  woot  my-self  best  how  I  stonde ; 
For  what  I  dxye  or  what  I  thinke, 
I  wol  my-aelTen  al  hit  drinke,     (790)  1880 
Cert^yn,  for  the  more  part, 
Ajb  ferforth  as  I  can  myn  art.' 
'  Bat  what  dost  thoa  here  than  ?'  qnod  he. 
Qaod  I,  '  that  wol  I  tellen  thee. 
The  cause  why  I  stondfi  here : —  1885 

Som  newe  tydings  for  to  lere : — 
Som  newe  fthinges,  I  not  what, 
lydinges,  other  this  or  that. 
Of  lore,  or  swiohe  thinges  glade. 
For  oerteynly,  he  that  me  made  (800)  1890 
To  comen  hider,  seyde  me, 
I  ahulde  bothe  here  and  see. 
In  this  place,  wonder  thinges ; 
But  these  be  no  swiche  tydinges 


As  I  mene  of.'    *  No  ?'  quod  he.  1895 

And  I  answerde,  '  No,  pardee ! 

For  wel  I  twiste,  ever  yit, 

Sith  that  first  I  hadde  wit. 

That  som  folk  han  dei^yred  fame 

Dyversly,  and  loos,  and  name ;    (810)  19C0 

But  oerteynly,  I  niste  how 

Ne  wher  that  Fkme  fdwelte,  er  now ; 

Ne  eek  of  hir  descripcioun, 

Ne  also  hir  oondioioun, 

Ne  the  ordre  of  hir  dome,  1905 

Unto  the  tyme  I  hider  come.' 

^fWhiche  be,  lo,  these  tydinges, 

liiat  thou  now  [thus]  hider  bringes. 

That  thou  hast  herd  ? '  quod  he  to  me ; 

*  But  now,  no  fors ;  for  wel  I  see  (Sao)  1910 

What  thou  de^yrest  for  to  here. 

Com  forth,  and  stond  no  longer  here. 

And  I  wol  thee,  with-outen  drede. 

In  swich  another  place  lede, 

Ther  thou  shalt  here  many  oon.'         1915 

Tho  gan  I  forth  with  him  to  goon 
Out  of  the  castel,  soth  to  seye. 
Tho  saugh  I  stonde  in  a  valeye, 
Under  the  castel,  fiute  by. 
An  hous,  that  domus  Vedali,        (850)  1920 
That  LahorifUus  deped  is, 
Nas  maad  so  wonderllohe,  y-wis, 
Ne  half  so  queynteliohe  y-wronght. 
And  evermo,  so  swift  as  thought. 
This  queynte  hous  aboute  wente,         1935 
That  never-mo  hit  stille  stente. 
And  ther-out  com  so  greet  a  noise, 
That,  had  hit  stonden  upon  Oise, 
Men  mighte  hit  han  herd  esely 
To  Borne,  I  trowe  sikerly.  (840)  1930 

And  the  noyse  which  that  I  herde, 
For  al  the  world  right  so  hit  ferde. 
As  doth  the  routing  of  the  stoon 
That  from  th'engyn  is  leten  goon. 

And  al  this  hous,  of  whiche  I  rede,  1955 
Was  made  of  twigges,  falwe,  rede. 
And  grene  eek,  and  som  weren  whyte, 
Swiche  as  men  to  these  cages  thwyte. 
Or  maken  of  these  paniers. 
Or  elles  f  hottes  or  dossers ;  (850)  1940 

That,    for    the    sweugh    and    for    the 

twigges. 
This  hous  was  also  ful  of  gigges. 
And  also  ful  eek  of  chirkinges. 
And  of  many  other  werkinges  i 
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And  eek  this  bona  hath  of  entrees       1943 

As  fele  as  leves  been  on  trees 

In  somer,  whan  they  grene  been  ; 

And  on  the  roof  men  may  yit  seen 

A  thousand  holes,  and  wol  mo, 

To  leten  wel  the  soon  out  ga       (860)  1950 

And  by  day,  in  every  tyde, 
Ben  al  the  dores  open  wyde, 
And  by  night,  eohoon,  nnshette ; 
Ne  porter  ther  is  non  to  lette 
No  maner  tydinga  in  to  pace ;  1955 

Ne  never  reste  is  in  that  place, 
That. hit  nis  flld  fal  of  tydinges, 
Other  londe,  or  of  whispringes  ; 
And,  over  alle  the  houses  angles, 
Isftilof  ronninges  and  of  jangles  (870)  i960 
Of  fwerre,  of  pees,  of  mariagos, 
Of  freste,  of  labour  of  viages, 
Of  abood,  of  deeth,  of  lyfe, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  acorde,  of  stryfe. 
Of  loos,  of  lore,  and  of  winninges,        1965 
Of  hele,  of  sekenesse,  of  bildinges. 
Of  fairo  windes,  fof  tempestes, 
Of  qualme  of  folk,  and  eek  of  beetes ; 
Of  dyvers  transmutaciouns 
Of  estats,  and  eek  of  regionns;    (880)  1970 
Of  trust,  of  drede,  of  jelousye, 
Of  vrit,  of  winninge,  of  folye ; 
Of  plentee,  and  of  greet  famyne, 
Of  chepe,  of  derth,  and  of  myne  ; 
Of  good  or  fmis  govemement,  1975 

Of  fyr,  of  dyvers  accident. 

And  lo,  this  hous,  of  whiche  I  wrytOj 
Siker  be  ye,  hit  nas  not  lyte ; 
For  hit  was  sixty  myle  of  lengthe ; 
Al  was  the  timber  of  no  strengthe,     (890) 
Yet  hit  is  founded  to  endure  1981 

Whyl  that  it  list  to  Aventure, 
That  is  the  moder  of  tydinges. 
As  the  see  of  welles  and  springes, — 
And  hit  was  shapen  lyk  a  cage.  1985 

*  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  in  al  myn  age, 
Ne  saugh  I  swich  a  hous  as  this.' 
And  as  I  wondred  me,  y-wis, 
Upon  this  hous,  tho  war  was  I 
How  that  myn  egle,  faste  by,       (900)  1990 
Was  i>erched  hye  upon  a  stoon ; 
And  I  gan  streighte  to  him  goon 
And  seyde  thus :  *  I  preye  thee 
That  thou  a  whyl  abyde  me 
For  goddes  love,  and  let  me  seen         1995 


What  wondres  in  this  place  been  ; 
For  yit,  paraveiiture,  I  may  lere 
Som  good  ther-on,  or  sum  what  here 
That  leef  me  were,  or  that  I  wente.' 

'  Peter !  that  is  myn  entente,'    (910)  xjoo 
Quod  he  to  me  ;  '  therfor  I  dwelle ; 
But  oertein,  oon  thing  I  thee  telle. 
That,  but  I  bringe  thee  ther-inne, 
Ne  shalt  thou  never  cunne  ginne 
To  come  in-to  hit,  out  of  doute,  aoo5 

So  faste  hit  whirleth,  lo,  abonte. 
But  sith  that  Joves,  of  his  grace, 
As  I  have  seyd,  wol  thee  solace 
Fyneilly  with  fswiche  thinges, 
Uncouthe  sightes  and  tydinges,  (9^0)  aoio 
To  passe  with  thyn  hevinesse ; 
Suche  routhe  hath  ho  of  thy  distresse, 
That  thou  sufi&est  debonairly — 
And  wost  thy-selven  utterly 
Disesperat  of  alle  blis,  2015 

Sith  that  Fortune  hath  maad  a-mis 
The  ffruit  of  al  thyn  hertes  reste 
Languisshe  and  eek  in  ixnnt  to  breste — 
That  he,  through  his  mighty  meryte, 
Wol  do  thoe  ese,  al  be  hit  lyte,    (930)  2020 
And  *f  yaf  ezpres  oommaundement, 
To  whiche  I  am  obedient, 
To  furthre  thee  with  al  my  might, 
And  wiBse  and  teche  thee  aright 
Wher  thou  maist  most  tydinges  here ;  2025 
Shaltow  fanoon  heer  many  oon  lere.* 

With  this  worde  he,  right  anoon, 
Hente  me  up  bitwene  his  toon, 
And  at  a  windowe  in  me  broghte,        aoag 
That  in  this  hous  was,  as  me  thoghte— <94() ) 
And  therewithal,  me  thoghte  hit  stenta^ 
And  no-thing  hit  aboute  wente — 
And  me  sette  in  the  flore  adoun. 
But  which  a  congregacioun 
Of  folk,  as  I  saugh  rome  abonte,  2035 

Some  within  and  some  withoute, 
Nas  never  seen,  ne  shal  ben  efb ; 
That,  certes,  in  tho  world  nis  left 
So  many  formed  by  Nature, 
Ne  deed  so  many  a  creature ;       (950)  2040 
That  wel  unethe,  in  that  place, 
Hadde  I  oon  foot-brede  of  space ; 
And  every  wight  that  I  saugh  there 
Rouned  ech  in  otherea  ere 
A  newe  tyding  prevely,  2045 

Or  elles  tolde  al  openly 
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Right     thus,    and     aeyde  :    *  Noet    not 

thou 
That  is  betid,  lo,  late  or  now? ' 

*  Ko/  qnod  f  the  other,  *tel  me  what ;' — 
And  than  he  tolde  him  this  and  that,  (960) 
And  swoor  ther-to  that  hit  was  aooth — 
^Thns  hath   he   aeyd'— «nd    *Thn8   he 

dooth  * —  2053 

^fThns   shal  hit  be' — ^fThns  herde   I 

B^ye' — 
'That    shal    be   found*  —  'That  dar  I 

leye:»— 
That  al  the  folk  that  is  a-lyve  2055 

Ne  ban  the  cunning  to  disorjrve 
The  thinges  that  I  herde  there, 
What  aloade,  and  what  in  ere. 
But  al  the  wonder-moet  was  this  : — 
Whan  oon  had  herd  a  thing,  y-wis,    (970) 
He  com  fforth  to  another  wight,        2061 
And  gan  him  tellen,  anoon-right, 
The  same  that  to  him  was  told, 
Or  hit  a  furlong-way  was  old. 
But  gan  somwhat  for  to  eche  2065 

To  this  tyding  in  this  speche 
More  than  hit  ever  was. 
And  nat  so  sone  departed  nas 
That  he  fro  him,  that  he  ne  mette 
With  the  thridde;  and,  or  he  lette    (980) 
Any  stounde,  he  tolde  him  als ;  2071 

Were  the  tyding  sooth  or  fals, 
Yit  wolde  he  telle  hit  nathelees, 
And  evermo  with  more  encrees 
Than  hit  was  erst.      Thus   north   and 

Bouthe  ao75 

Went  every  fword  fro  mouth  to  mouthe. 
And  thatencresing  ever-mo. 
As  fyr  is  wont  to  quikke  and  go 
From  a  sparke  spronge  amis, 
Til  al  a  citee  brent  up  is.  (990)  3u8o 

And,  whan  that  was  fVil  y-spronge, 
And  wozen  more  on  every  tonge 
Than  ever  hit  was,  fhit  wente  anoon 
Up  to  a  windowe,  out  to  goon  ; 
Or,  but  hit  mights  out  ther  pace,         3085 
Hit  gan  out  crepe  at  som  crevace. 
And  fleigh  forth  faste  for  the  nones. 
And  Bomtyme  saugh  I  tho,  at  ones, 
A  lesing  and  a  sad  soth-sawe. 
That  gonne  of  aventure  drawe  (1000)  3090 
Out  at  a  windowe  for  to  pace  ; 
And,  when  they  metten  in  that  place. 


They  were  a-chekked  bothe  two, 

And  neither  of  hem  moste  out  go  ; 

For  other  so  they  gonne  oroude,  1095 

Til  eche  of  hem  gan  oryen  loude, 

'  Lat  me  go  first ! '     '  Kay,  but  lat  me ! 

And  here  I  wol  ensuren  thee 

With  the  nones  that  thou  wolt  do  so, 

That  I  shal  never  fh>  thee  go,    (loio)  aioo 

But  be  thyn  owne  sworen  brother  ! 

We  wil  medle  us  ech  with  other. 

That  no  man,  be  he  never  so  wrothe, 

Shal  ban  fthat  oon  of  two,  but  bothe 

At  ones,  al  beside  his  leve,  2105 

Ck>me  we  a-morwe  or  on  eve. 

Be  we  or3red  or  stille  y-rouned.* 

Thus    saugh    I    fals    and    sooth    com- 

pouned 
Togeder  flee  for  00  tydinge. 

Thus  out  at  holes  gonne  wringe     (1020) 
Every  tyding  streight  to  Fame ;  21 1  x 

And  she  gan  yeven  eche  his  name, 
After  hir  disposicioun. 
And  yaf  hem  eek  duracioun, 
Some  to  weze  and  wane  sone,  21 15 

As  dooth  the  faire  whyte  mone, 
And    leet    hem    gon.      Ther    mighte  I 

seen 
Wenged  wondres  faste  fleen, 
Twenty  thousand  in  a  route. 
As  Eolus  hem  blew  aboute.         (1030)  2120 

And,  lord  !  this  hous,  in  alle  tymes, 
Was  ful  of  shipmen  and  pilgrymes, 
With  scrippes  bret-f\il  of  lesinges, 
Entremedlcd  with  tydinges. 
And  eek  alone  by  hem-selve.  2125 

0,  many  a  thousand  tymes  twelve 
Saugh  I  eek  of  these  pardoneres, 
Ourrours,  and  eek  messangeres. 
With  boistes  crammed  ful  of  lyes 
As  ever  vessel  was  with  lye&      (1040)  2130 
And  as  I  alther-fastest  wente 
Aboute,  and  dide  al  myn  entente 
Me  for  to  pleye  and  for  to  lere, 
And  eek  a  tyding  for  to  here. 
That  I  had  herd  of  som  contree  2135 

That  shal  not  now  be  told  for  me  ; — 
For  hit  no  nede  is,  redely ; 
Folk  can  singe  hit  bet  than  I ; 
For  al  mot  out,  other  late  or  rathe, 
Alle  the  sheves  in  tho  lathe ; —  (1050)  2140 
I  herde  a  gret  noise  withalle 
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In  a  comer  of  the  halle, 

Ther  men  of  love  tydings  tolde, 

And  I  gan  thiderward  beholde ; 

For  I  san^h  renninge  every  wight,      2145 

As  fiaste  as  that  they  hadden  might ; 

And    everich    ciyed,    'What    thing    is 

that?' 
And  som  seyde  I  not  never  whatb 
And  whan  they  were  alle  on  an  hepe, 
Tho  behinde  goxme  up  lepe,       (1060)  2150 


And  oLamben  np  on  oihera  fiwte, 
And  up  the  fnose  on  hye  oaste, 
And  troden  faste  on  othere  heles 
And  stampe,  as  men  don  after  eles. 

Atte  histe  I  saogh  a  man,  3155 

V^hioh  that  I  [nevene]  naog^ht  ne  oan ; 
But  he  semed  for  to  be 
A  man  of  greet  anctoritee . . .    (1068)  J158 

{Un/lni8hed.) 
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Tect  a  {EarUer  VerHon). 
The  prologe  of  .ix.  goods  Wimmm, 

A  THovftun)  STthes  have  I  heard  men 

telle, 
That  ther  is  joye  in  heven,  and  peyne  in 

helle; 
And  I  aoorde  wel  that  hit  be  so ; 
Bat  naiheles,  this  wot  I  wel  also. 
That  ther  nis  noon  that  dwelleth  in  this 

oontred,  5 

That  either  hath  in  helle  or  heven  y-he, 
Xe  may  of  hit  non  other  -weyes  witen, 
But  as  he  hath  herd  seyd,  or  flmnde  hit 

-writen; 
For  by  assay  ther  m^y  no  man  hit  preve. 
Bnt  goddes  forbode,  bat  men  sholde  leve 
Wel  more  thing  then  men  han  seen  with 

y6!  II 

Men  shal  nat  wenen  every-thing  a  lye 
For  that  he  seigh  it  nat  of  yore  ago. 
God  wot,  a  thin^  is  never  the  lease  so 

Thogh  every  wight  ne  may  hit  nat  y-Be& 
Bernard  the  monk  ne  saogh  nat  al,  parde ! 

Than  mote  we  to  bokes  that  we  finde. 
Through  which  that  olde  thinges  been  in 

minde, 
And  to  the  dootrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Teven  credence,  in  eveiy  skilftil  wyse,  ao 
And  trowen  on  these  olde  aproved  stories 
Of  holinesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  sundry  thinges, 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  rehersinges. 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  a-weye,       2$ 
T-loren  were  of  remembrannoe  Uie  keye. 
Wel  oghte  as  than  on  olde  bokes  leve, 


TrxT  B  {LoUt  Version). 
The  prologe  of  ,ix,  goode  Wimmen. 

A  THOUSAKD  tymes  have  I  herd  men 

telle, 
That  ther  is  joye  in  heven,  and  peyne  in 

helle; 
And  I  acorde  wel  that  hit  is  so ; 
But  natheles,  jrit  wot  I  wel  also, 
That  ther    nis  noon    dwelling    in    this 

contree,  5 

That  either  hath  in  heven  or  helle  y-be, 
Ke  may  of  hit  non  other  weyes  witen, 
But  as  he  hath  herd  seyd,  or  founde  hit 

writen; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  hit  preve. 
But  god  forbede  but  men  sholde  leve    10 
Wel  more  thing  then  men  han  seen  with 

yfl! 
Men  shal  nat  wenen  eveiy-thing  a  ly6 
Bnt-if  him-self  hit  seeth,  or  elles  dooth ; 
For,  god  wot,  thing  is  never  the  lasse 

sooth,  14 

Thogh  every  wight  ne  may  hit  nat  y-see. 
Bernard  the  monk  ne  saugh  nat  al,  parde ! 

Than  mote  we  to  bokes  that  we  finde. 
Through  which  that  olde  thinges  been  in 

minde, 
And  to  the  doctrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Yeve  credence,  in  eveiy  skilful  wyse,    ao 
That  tellen  of  these  olde  appreved  stories. 
Of  holinesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  sundry  thinges, 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  rehersinges. 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  a-weye,       2$ 
T-loren  were  of  remembraunce  the  keye. 
Wel  oghte  us  than  honouren  and  beleve 
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Ther-«s  ther  is  non  other  assfty  by  prove. 
And,  as  for  me,  though  that  my  wit  be 

lyte, 

On  bokes  for  to  rede  I  me  delyte,  30 

And  in  myn  herte  have  hem  in  reverence ; 

And  to  hem  yeve  swioh  Inst  and  awioh 

credence, 
That  ther  is  wel  nnethe  game  noon 
That  from  my  bokes  make  me- to  goon, 
But  hit  be  other  np-on  the  haly-day,      35 
Or  oUes  in  the  joly  tyme  of  May ; 

Whan  that  I  here  the  smale  fonles  singe. 

And  that  the  floures  ginne  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  my  studie,  as  lasting  that  sesoon ! 
Now  have  I  therto  this  condicioun     40 
That,  of  alle  the  floures  in  the  mode, 
Than  love  I  most  these  flonres  whjrte  and 

rede, 
Swiche  as  men  callen  daysies  in  our  tonn. 
To  hem  have  i  so  greet  affeccioun,  44 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  the  May, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  daweth  me  no  day 
That  I  nam  up,  and  walking  in  the  mede 
To  seen  these  floures  agein  the  sonne 

sprede, 
Whan  it  up-riseth  by  the  morwe  shene,  49 
The  longe  day,  thus  walking  in  the  grena 
And  whan  the  sonno  ginneth  for  to  weste, 
Than  doseth  hit,  and  draweth  hit  to  reste. 
So  soro  hit  is  afered  of  the  night, 
Til  on  the  morwe,  that  hit  is  dayes  light. 
This  dayesye,  of  alle  floures  flour,  55 

Fulfild  of  vertu  and  of  alle  honour. 
And  ever  y-lyke  fair  and  fresh  of  he  we, 
As  wel  in  winter  as  in  somer  newo, 


[Of.  a  51-3,  above.] 


These  bokes,  ther  we  han  non  other  prove. 
And  as  for  me,  thogh  that  I  can  bat 

lyte, 

On  bokes  for  to  rode  I  me  delyte,  30 

And    to    hem    yeve    I    feyth    and    ft&l 

credence, 
And  in  myn  herte  have  hem  in  reverence 

So  hertely,  that  ther  is  game  noon 
That  fro  my  bokes  maketh  me  to  goon. 
But  hit  be  seldom,  on  the  holyday  ;         35 
Save,  oerteynly,  whan  that  the  month  of 

May 
Is  comen,  and  that  I  here  the  fonles 

Binge, 
And  that  the  floures  ginnen  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  my  book  and  my  devocioun  ! 

Now  have  I  than  swich  a  condicioun. 
That,  of  alio  the  floures  in  the  mede,     41 
Than  love  I  most  these  floures  whyto  and 

rede, 
Swiche  as  men  callen  daysies  in  our  toon. 
To  hem  have  I  so  greet  affeccioun,         44 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  the  May, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  daweth  me  no  di^' 
That  I  nam  up,  and  walking  in  the  mede 
To  seen  this  flour  agein  the  sonne  cprede. 

Whan  hit  upryseth  erly  by  the  morwe ; 
That  blisfttl  sighte  softneth  al  my  sorwe. 
So  glad  am  I  whan  that  I  have  presence 
Of  hit,  to  doon  al  manor  reverence,        52 


As  she,  that  is  of  alle  floures  flour, 
Fulftlled  of  al  vertu  and  honour,  54 

And  ever  y-lyke  fair,  and  fresh  of  hewe  ; 
And  I  love  hit,  and  ever  y-lyke  nowe. 
And  over  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  dye ; 
Al  swere  I  nat,  of  this  I  wol  nat  lye, 
Ther  loved  no  wight  hotter  in  his  lyve. 
And  whan  that  hit  is  eve,   I  renne 

blyve,  6i> 

As  sone  as  ever  the  sonne  ginneth  westo. 
To  seen  this  flour,  how  it  wol  go  to  reste. 
For  fere  of  night,  so  hateth  she  derknosso ! 
Hir  chore  is  pleynly  sprad  in  the  bright- 

nesse 
Of  the  Sonne,  for  ther  hit  wol  unclose.  4S5 
Alias!  that  I  no  had  English,  ryme  or 

prose, 
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Flaixi  wolde  I  preisen,  if  I  coude  aright ;  59 
Bat  wo  is  mOf  hit  lyth  nat  in  my  might ! 


For  -wel  I  wot,  that  folk  han  her-befom 
Of  making  roi>en,  and  lad  a-wey  the  com ; 
And    I   come  after,   glening   here    and 

there, 
And  am  fnl  glad  if  I  may  flnde  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  they  han  left.  65 
And,  if  hit  happe  me  rehersen  eft 
That  they  han  in  her  fresshe  Bonges  sayd, 
I  hope  that  they  wil  nat  ben  evel  apayd, 
Sith  hit  ia  seid  in  forthering  and  honour 
Of  hem  that  either  serven  leef  or  flonr.  70 


[Cf.  p.  354,  ooL  a,  IL  188-196.] 
For  trosteth  wel,  I  ne  have  nat  ondeiv 

take 
As  of  the  leef,  ageyn  the  flonr,  to  make  ; 
Ne  of  the  floor  to  make,  agoyn  the  leef, 
No  more  than  of  the   com  ageyn  the 

sheef. 
For,  as  to  me,  is  leefer  noon  ne  lother ;  75 
I  am  with-holde  yit  with  never  nother. 
I  not  who  serveth  leef,  ne  who  the  flonr; 
That  nis  nothing  the  entent  of  my  labour. 
^/^¥or  this  werk  is  al  of  another  timne,     79 
Of  olde  story,  er  swioh  stryf  was  begnnne. 
Bat  wherfbr  that  I  spak,  to  yeve  cre- 
dence 
To  bokee  olde  and  doon  hem  reverence, 
Is  for  men  shulde  autoritees  beleve, 
Ther  as  ther  lyth  non  other  assay  by 

preve. 
For  myn  entent  is,  or  I  fro  yow  fare,     85 
The  naked  text  in  English  to  declare 
Of  many  a  story,  or  elles  of  many  ageste, 
Asaatonissoyn;  levethhemifyowleste! 


SufBsant  this  flour  to  preyse  aright  I 
But  helpeth,  ye  that  han  conning  and 

might, 
Te  lovers,  that  can  make  of  sentement ; 
In  this  cas  oghte  ye  be  diligent  70 

To  forthren  me  somwhat  in  my  labour. 
Whether  ye  ben  with  the  leef  or  with  the 

flour. 
For  wel  I  wot,  that  ye  han  her-bifom 
Of  making  ropen,  and  lad  awey  the  com  ; 
And  I    come   after,  glening   here    and 

there,  75 

And  am  fnl  glad  if  I  may  finde  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  ye  han  left. 
And  thogh  it  happen  me  rehercen  eft 
That  ye  han  in  your  firesshe  songes  sayd, 
For-bereth  me,  and  beth  nat  evel  apayd, 
Sin  that  ye  see  I  do  hit  in  the  honour  81 
Of  love,  and  eek  in  service  of  the  flour, 
Whom  that  I  serve  as  I  have  wit  or 

might. 
She  is  the  clemesse  and  the  verray  light, 
That  in  this  derke  woride  me  wynt  and 

ledeth,  85 

The  herte  in-with  my  sorowAil  brest  yow 

dredeth. 
And  loveth  so  sore,  that  ye  ben  verrayly 
The  maistresse  of  my  wit,  and  nothing  L 
My  word,  my  werk,  is  knit  so  in  your 

bonde. 
That,  as  an  harpe  obeyeth  to  the  honde  90 
And  maketh  hit  sonne  after  his  finger- 

inge, 
Bight  so  mowe  ye    out  of  myn    herte 

bringe 
Swich  vois,  right  as  yow  list,  to  laughe 

or  pleyne. 
Be  ye  my  gyde  and  lady  soverejrne ; 
As  to  myn  erthly  god,  to  yow  I  calle,    95 
Bothe  in  this  werke  and  in  my  sorwes 

alle. 
But  wherfor  that  I  spak,  to  give  cre- 
dence 
To  olde  stories,  and  doon  hem  reverence. 
And  that  men  mosten  more  thing  beleve 
Then  men  may  seen  at  eye  or  elles  preve? 

That  shal  I  seyn,  whan  that  I  see  my 
tyme ;  10 1 

I  may  not  al  at  ones  speke  in  lyme. 
My  besy  gost,  that  thruateth  alwey  news 
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Whan  passed  waa  almost  the  month  of 

May, 
And  I  had  romed,  al  the  someres  day,  90 
The  grene  medew,  of  which  that  I  yow 

tolde, 
Upon  the  fresshe  daysy  to  heholde. 
And  that  the  sonne  ont  of  the  aoath  gan 

weste, 
And  closed  was  the  floor  and  goon  to 

reste 
For  derknesse  of  the  night,  of  which  she 

dredde,  95 

Hoom  to  myn  hons    ful  swiftly  I  me 

spedde; 
Andj  in  a  litel  erber  that  I  have, 
Y-benched  newe  with  turves  fresshe  y- 

grave, 
I  bad  men  shnlde  me  my  oonohe  make  ; 
For  deyntee  of  the  newe  someres  sake,  xoo 
I  bad  hem  strowe  floures  on  my  bed. 
Whan  I  was  layd,  and  had  myn  eyen  hed, 
I  fel  Srslepe  with-in  an  houre  or  two. 
Me  mette  how  I  was  in  the  medew  tho, 
And  that  I  romed  in  that  same  gyse,    105 
To  seen  that  flour,  as  ye  han  herd  devyse. 
Fair  was  this  medew,  as  thoughts  me 

overal; 
With  floures  swote  enbrowded  was  it  al ; 

As  for  to  speke  ot  gomme,  or  erbe,  or 

tree, 
Comparisoun  may  noon  y-maked  be.    no 
For  hit  surmounted  pleynly  alio  odoures, 
And  eek  of  riche  beaute  alle  floures. 
Forgeten  had  the  erthe  his  pore  estat 
Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mat, 
And  with  his  swerd  of  cold  so  sore  had 

greved.  115 

Now  had  the  atempre  Sonne  al  that  re- 

leved, 
And  clothed  him  in  grene  al  newe  agayn. 
The  smale  foules,  of  the  seson  fayn. 
That  from  the  panter  and  the  net  ben 

scaped,  119 

Upon  the  fouler,  that  hem  made  a-whaped 
In  winter,  and  distroyed  had  hir  brood, 


To  seen  this  flour  so  yong,  so  finesb  of 

hewe, 
Constreyned  me  with  so  gledy  desyr,   iqs 
That  in  my  herte  I  fele  yit  the  fyr, 
That  made  me  to  ryse  er  hit  wer  day — 
And  this  was  now  the  firste  morwe  of 

May- 
With  dredftil  herte  and  glad  devocionn. 
For  to  ben  at  the  resureccioun  1 10 

Of  this  flour,  whan  that  it  shuld  undose 
Agayn  the  sonne,  that  roos  as  rede-aa 

rose, 
That  in  the  breet  was  of  the  beste  that 

day, 
That  Ag«nores  doghter  ladde  away.      1 14 
[CI  p.  354i  coL  «»  U-  i97-2ia] 


And  doun  on  knees  anon-right  I  me  sett«, 
And,  as  I  coude,  this  fresshe  flour  I  grette ; 
Knoling  alwey,  tU  hit  unclosed  was, 
Upon  the  smale  softe  swote  gras, 
That  was  with  floures  swote  enbrouded  al. 

Of  Bwioh    swetnesse    and    swich    odotnr 

over-al,  lao 

That,  for  to  speke  of  gomme,  or  herba,  or 

tree, 
Comparisoun  may  noon  y-maked  be ; 
For  hit  surmounteth  plesmly  alle  odoures, 
And  eek  of  riche  beautee  alle  floures. 
Fox^eten  had  the  erthe  his  pore  estat  135 
Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mat. 
And  with  his  swerd  of  cold  so  sore  greved ; 

Kow  hath  the  atempre  sonne  al  that  re- 

leved 
That  naked  was,  and  dad  hit  new  agayn. 
The  smale  foules,  of  the  seson  finyn,      1^ 
That  from  the  panter  and  the  net  ben 

scaped, 
Upon  the  fouler,  that  hem  made  a-whaped 
In  winteri  and  distroyed  had  hir  brood, 
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In  his  deapyt,  hem  thong^hte  hit  did  hem 

good 
To  nnge  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  despyse 
ISxe  foalb  oherl  that,  for  hii  oove^yse,  124 
Had  hem  hetrajed  with  his  sophistrye. 
This  was  hir  song — *  the  fonler  we  defye ! ' 
fiamme  songen  Payes]  on  the  braunches 

elere 
Of  love  and'[]fay],  that  joye  hit  was  to 

here, 
In  worship  and  in  pressing  of  hir  make, 
And  of  the  newe  blisAil  someres  sake,  130 


That  songen, '  blissed  be  seynt  Valentyn ! 
[Vot]  at  his  day  I  chees  yow  to  be  myn, 
With-onte  repenting,  myn  herte  swete  I' 
And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete. 
fTh^  dide  honour  and  humble  obei- 
SKonces,  135 

And  after  diden  other  obseryaunoes 

Right  [plesing]  tin-to  love  and  to  nature ; 
So  ech  of  hem  [doth  wel]  to  creature. 
This    son^   to   herkne   I   dide    al  myn 
entente,  139 

IVn^why  I  mette  I  wiste  what  they  mente. 


In  his  despyt,  hem  thonghte  hit  did  hem 
good  134 

To  singe  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  despyse 
The  foole  cherl  that,  for  his  covetyse, 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  his  sophistrye. 
This  was  hir  song — '  the  fooler  we  defye, 
And  al  his  oraft!*    And  somme  songen 
olere  139 

Li^es  of  love,  that  joye  hit  was  to  here, 

In  woishipinge  and  preisinge  of  hir  make. 
And,  for  the  newe  blisAil  somers  sake, 
Upon  the  brannohes  fal  of  blosmes  softe, 
In  hir  delyt,  th^  turned  hem  tal  ofbe,  144 
And  songen,  *  blessed  be  seynt  Valentyn ! 
For  on  his  day  I  chees  yow  to  be  myn, 
Withonten  repenting,  myn  herte  swete  !' 
And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete, 
Telding  honoor  and  humble  obeisaunoee 

To   love,    and   diden   hir   other   obser- 

vaunoes  150 

niat  longeth  unto  love  and  to  nature ; 

Gonstrueth  that  as  yow  list,  I  do  no  cure. 

And  the  that  hadde    doon    unkinde- 

As  dooth  the  tydif,  for  new-fangelnesse — 
Besoghte  mercy  of  hir  trespassinge,      155 
And  humblely  songen  hir  repentinge. 
And  sworen  on  the  blosmes  to  be  trowe, 
So  that  hir  makes  wolde  upon  hem  rewe, 
And  at  the  laste  maden  hir  aoord. 
Al  founde  they  Daunger  for  a  tyme  a 

lord,  160 

Yet  Fitee,  through  his  stronge    gentil 

might, 
Forgaf,  and  made  Mercy  passen  Bight, 
Through  innocence  and  ruled  curtesye. 
But  I  ne  depe  nat  innocence  folye, 
Ne  fals  pitee,  for  '  vertu  is  the  mene,'  165 
As  Etik  saith,  in  swich  manere  I  mene. 
And  thus  thise  foules,  voide  of  al  malyce, 
Aoordeden  to  love,  and  laften  vyce 
Of  hate,  and  songen  alle  of  oon  aoord, 
*  Welcome,   somer,    our    govemour   and 

lord ! '  170 

And  Zephirus  and  Flora  gentilly 
Yaf  to  the  floures,  softe  and  tenderly, 
Hir  swote  breth,  and  made  hem  for  to 

sprede, 
As  god  and  goddesse  of  the  floury  mede ; 
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[Cf.  p.  ss^i  ooL  1, 11.  93-106.] 


Til  at  the  laste  a  larke  wong  above :  141 
'  I  see,*  qnod  ehe,  <  the  mighty  god  of  love ! 
Lot  yond  he  oometh,  I  see  his  winges 

sprede  1 ' 
Tho  gan  I  loken  endelong  the  mode, 


In  which  me  thoghte  I  mighte,  day  by 

daji  '75 

Dwellen  alwey,  the  joly  month  of  Mi^, 
Withonten    ^eep,    withoaten   mete   or 

drinke. 
A-doun  fnl  softely  I  gan  to  sinke ; 
And,  leninge  on  myn  elbowe  and  my 

syde,  179 

The  longe  di^  I  shoop  me  for  to  abyde 
For  nothing  ellee,  and  I  shal  nat  Jyei, 
But  for  to  loke  upon  the  dayesye, 
That  wel  by  reson  men  hit  calle  may 
The  '  dayeqye '  or  elles  the  *  ye  of  day,* 
The  emperioe  and  floor  of  flofores  alle.  185 
I  pny  to  god  that  faire  mot  she  &Ue, 
And  fklle  that  loven  floores,  for  hir  sake  ! 
Bat  natheles,  ne  wene  nat  that  I  make     -» 
In  preyslng  of  the  floor  agayn  the  leef, 
No  more  than  of  the  00m  agayn  the 

sheef :  190 

For,  as  to  me,  nis  lever  noon  ne  lothor ; 
I  nam  with-holden  yit  with  never  nother. 
Ne  I  not  who  serreth  leef;  ne  who  the 

floor; 
Wel  bcooken  they  hir  servioe  or  labour ;  ^ . 
For  this  thing  is  al  of  another  tonne,   195 
Of  olde  stoiy,  er  swich  thing  was  be- 

gonne. 
Whan  that  the  sonne  oot  of  the  sonth 

gan  weste. 
And  that  this  floor  gan  close  and  goon  to 

reste 
For  derknesBe  of  the  night,  the  which  she 

dredde, 
Hoom  to  myn  hoos   fol   swiftly  I  me 

spedde  aoo 

To  goon  to  reste,  and  erly  for  to  xyse, 
To  seen  this  floor  to  sprede,  as  I  devyse. 
And,  in  a  litel  herber  that  I  have, 
That  benched  was  on  torves  fresshe  y- 

grave,  204. 

I  bad  men  sholde  me  my  oooche  make  ; 
For  deyntee  of  the  newe  someres  sake, 
I  bad  hem  strawen  floores  on  my  bed. 
Whan  I  was  lesrd,  and  had  myn  ^en 

hod, 
I  fel  on  slope  in-with  an  hoore  or  two ; 
Me  mette  how  I  lay  in  the  medewtho,  210 
To  seen  this  floor  that  I  so  love  and  drede. 

And  from  a-fer  com  walking  in  the  mede 
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And  saw  him  come,  and  in  his  hond  a 
qnene,  145 

Clothed  in  lyal  abite  al  of  grene. 
A  fret  of  gold  she  hadde  next  hir  heer, 
And  np-on  that  a  whyt  coronn  she  beer 
With  many  floures,  and  I  shal  nat  lye  ; 
For  al  the  world,  right  as  the  dayesye  150 
I-ooroned  is  with  whyte  leves  lyte, 
Swich  were  the  floores  of  hir  ooroon 

whyte. 
For  of  o  perle  fyn  and  oriental 
Hir  whyto  ooroon  was  y-maked  al ; 
For  which  the  whyte  coronn,  above  the 
«r«ne,  155 

Hade  hir  lyk  a  daysie  for  to  sene, 
Considered  eek  the  fret  of  gold  above. 

Y-dothed  was  this  mighty  god  of  love 
Of  sUk,  y-broaded  fhl  of  grene  greves ; 
A  garlond  on  his  hoed  of  rose- levee      160 
Steked  al  with  lilie  flonres  newe ; 
But  of  his  face  I  can  nat  seyn  the  hewe. 


For  sekirly  his  &ce  shoon  so  brighte, 

That  with  the  gleem  a-stoned  was  the 
sighte ;  164 

A  fnrlong-w^y  I  mighte  him  nat  beholde. 

Bat  at  the  lasto  in  hando  I  saw  him 
holde 

Two  fyry  dartes,  as  the  gledee  rede ; 

And  anngallich  his  wenges  gan  he  sprede. 

And  al  be  that  men  seyn  that  blind  is  he, 
Al-gate  me  thonghte  he  mighte  wel  y-see ; 
For  stemely  on  me  he  gan  biholde,  171 
So  that  his  loking  doth  myn  herte  colde. 
And  by  the  hande  he  held  the  noble 

quene, 
Corooned  with  whyte,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene, 
So  womanly,  so  benigne,  and  so  meke,    175 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

seke. 
Half  hir  beautee  shulde  men  nat  flnde 
In  creature  that  formed  is  by  kinde, 
Hir  name  was  Alceste  the  debonajre ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  ever  falle  she  fayre !  180 
For  ne  hadde  confort  been  of  hir  pre- 
sence, 
I  had  be  deed,  withoiitda  a^y  defence. 


The  god  of  love,  and  in  his  hande  a 

qnene; 
And  she  was  clad  in  real  habit  grene. 
A  fret  of  gold  she  haddo  next  hir  heer,  915 
And  npon  that  a  whyt  ooronn  she  beer 
With  floroans  smale,  and  I  shal  nat  lye ; 
For  al  the  world,  ryght  as  a  dayesye 
T-oorooned  is  with  whyte  leves  lyte,    319 
So   were    the   florotms    of    hir    coronn 

whyte. 
For  of  o  perle  fyne,  oriental, 
Hir  whyte  coronn  was  y-m^ed  al ; 
For  which  the  whyte  coionn,  above  the 

grene, 
Hade  hir  lyk  a  daysie  for  to  sene, 
Considered  eek  hir  fret  of  gold  above.  225 
Y-dothed  was  this  mighty  god  of  love 
In  silke,  enbronded  fol  of  grene  greves, 
In-with  a  firet  of  rede  rose-levee, 
The  fresshest  sin  the  world  was    first 

bigonne^  aat> 

His  gilte  heer  was  oorooned  with  a  sonne, 
In-stede  of  gold,  for  hevinease  and  wighte ; 
Therwith  me  thonghte  his  face  shoon  so 

brighte 


That  wel  tmnethes  mighte  I  him  beholdo ; 
And  in  his  hande  me  thonghte  I  sangh 

him  holde 
Two  fyry  dartes,  as  the  gledes  rede  ;     3$^ 
And   anngeUyke    his    winges    sangh    I 

sprede. 
And  al  be  that  men  seyn  that  blind  is  he, 
Al-gate  me  thonghte  thai  he  mighte  see; 
For  stemely  on  me  he  gan  biholde, 
So  that  his  loking  doth  myn  herte  colde. 
And  by  the  hande  lie  held  this  noble 

qnene,  341 

Coronned  with  whyte,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene, 
So  womanly,  so  benigne,  and  so  meke. 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

seke, 
Half  hir  beantee  shnlde  men  nat  finde  345 
In  creatnre  that  formed  is  by  kinde. 
[Cf,  p.  357,  col.  3,  IL  376-9.] 
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For  drede  of  Loves  wordes  and  his  chere, 

As,  whan  tyme  is,  her-after  ye  shal  here. 

Byhind  this  god  of  love,  np-on  this  grene, 

I  saw  oominge  of  ladyfls  nyntene  x86 

In  ryal  abite,  a  fol  eay  pas, 

And  after  hem  com  of  wemen  swich  a  tras 

That,  sin  that  god  Adam  made  of  erthe, 

The  thredde  part  of  women,  ne  the  ferthe, 

Ne  wende  I  nat  by  possibilitee  191 

Uadden  ever  in  this  world  y-be ; 

And  trewe  of  love  thise   wemen  were 

echoon. 
Now  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  noon, 
That,  right  anoon  as  that  they  gonne 

espye  195 

This  floor,  which  that  I  depe  the  dayesye, 
Fol  Bodeinly  they  stinten  alle  at-ones, 
And  kneled  adoon,  as  it  were  for  the 

nones. 
And  afler  that  they  wenten  in  oompas, 
Daonsinge  abonte  this  floor  an  esy  pas,  aoo 
And  songen,  as  it  were  in  carole-wyse, 
This  balade,  which  that  I  shal  yow  devyse. 


Balade. 
Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  gilte  troflpos  olere ; 
Ester,  ley  thon  thy  meknesae  al  ardoon ; 
Hyd,  Jonatha8,althyfrendlymanere;  J05 
Penalopee,  and  Maxtua  Catoon, 
Mak  of  your  wsrfhod  no  comparisoon ; 
Hyde  ye  yoar  beautes,  Isoade  and  Eleyne, 
Aloeste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 

Thy  faire  bodye,  hit  hit  nat  appere,      aio 
Lavyne;   and  thon,  Luoresse  of  Borne 

tonn, 
And  Folixene,  that  boghte  love  so  dere, 
Eek  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passioun, 
Hyde  ye  yonr  tronthe  in  love  and  your 

renonn; 
And  thou,  Tisbe,  that  hast  for  love  swich 

peyne :  215 

Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  destesrne. 

Herro,  Dido,  Landomla,  alle  in-fere, 
Bek  PhyUis,  hanging  for  thy  Demophonn, 
And  Oanaoe,  espyed  by  thy  chore, 
Ysiphile,  betrayed  with  Jasoon,  aao 


[Of.  p.  357,  coL  a,  IL  280-9961] 


And  therfor  may  I  seyn,  as  thinketh  me. 
This  song,  in  preysing  of  this  lady  fire. 


Balade. 
Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  gilte  tresses  dere ;  249 
Ester,  ley  thon  thy  meknesse  al  ardonn ; 
Hyd,  Jonathas,  al  thy  frendly  manere ; 
Penalopee,  and  Maroia  Catoon, 
ICak  of  yonr  wyfhod  no  compaxisoon ; 
Hyde  ye  yoor  beantes,  Isonde  and  Eleyne, 
My  lady  oometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 
teyne.  255 

Thy  faire  body,  lat  hit  nat  appere, 
Lavyne;   and  thon,  Luoresse  of  Borne 

^on, 
And  Polixene,  that  boghten  love  so  dere. 
And  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passioon, 
Hyde  ye  yonr  trouthe  of  love  and  yoor 

renonn ;  a6u 

And  thou,  Tisbe,  that  hast  of  love  swich 

peyne; 
ICy  lady  oometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 

teyne. 

Herro,  Dido,  Laudomia,  alle  y-fere. 
And  Phyllis,  lia^ging-  for  thy  Demophoon, 
And  Canace,  espyed  by  thy  chere,        265 
Tsiphile,  betrajted  with  Jasoun, 
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Mak  of  your  tioiitlie  in  love  no  host  ne 

soon; 
Xor  TpermJstre  or  Adriane,  ne  pl^jne ; 
Aloeste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 


Whan  that  this  balade  al  y-songen  was, 


[Cf.  pp.  355-^»  ooL  I,  U.  i79-«98-] 


Upon  the  softe  and  swote  grene  gras,    225 
Th^  setten  hem  ful  sofbely  adoon, 
By  ordre  alle  in  compas,  alle  enveronn. 
FLtst  sat  the  god  of  love,  and  than  this 

qnene 
With  the  whyte  oonran,  olad  in  grene  ; 
And  aithen  al  the  remenant  by  and  by, 
As  they  were  of  degree,  fol  cnrteisly ;    331 


Maketh  of  your  tronthe  neyther  boost  ne 

soon; 
Nor  Tpermistre  or  Adriane,  ye  tweyne ; 
"Mj  lady  cometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 

teyne. 

This  balade  may  fnl  wel  y-songen  be,  370 
As  I  have  seyd  erst,  by  my  lady  firee ; 
For  oert^ynly,  alle  these  mow  nat  exLffya^ 
To  apperen  with  my  lady  in  no  wyse. 
For  as  the  sonne  wol  the  tyr  disteyne. 
So  passeth  al  my  lady  sovereyne,  375 

That  is  BO  good,  so  fisdr,  so  debonaire ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  ever  fidle  hir  faire  t 
For,  nadde  comfort  been  of  hir  presence, 
I  had  ben  deed,  withonten  any  defence, 
For  drede  of  Loves  wordes  and  his  chere; 
As,  when  tyme  is,  her-after  ye  shal  here. 
Behind  ttda  god  of  love,  upon  the  grene, 
I  sangh  oominge  of  ladySs  nyntene 
In  real  habit,  a  fnl  eey  paas ; 
And  after  hem  oom  of  women  swioh  a 

traas,  aSs 

That,  sin  that  god  Adam  had  maad  of 

erthe. 
The  thridde  part  of  mankynd,  or  the 

ferthe, 
Ke  wende  I  nat  hy  possibUitee, 
Had  ever  in  this  wyde  worlde  y-be ; 
And  trewe  of  love   thise  women  were 

echoon.  290 

Now  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  noon. 
That,  right  anoon  as  that  they  gonne 

espye 
This  flour,  which  that  I  dope  the  dayesye, 
Fol  sodeinly  they  stinten  alle  at  ones. 
And  kneled  donn,  as  it  were  for  the 

nones,  295 

And  Bongen  with  o  vols,  *  Hele  and  honour 
To  tronthe  of  womanhede,  and  to  this  flour 
That  berth  our  alder  piys  in  figuringe  ! 
Hir  whyte  ooroun  berth  the  witnessinge  !* 
And   witii    that    word,   a-oompas  en- 

viroun,  300 

They  setten  hem  ful  softely  adoun. 
First  sat  the  god  of  love,  and  sith  his 

queue 
With  the  whyte  ooroun,  clad  in  grene  ,* 
And  sithen  al  the  remenant  by  and  by. 
As  they  were  of  estaat,  ful  cnrteisly ;     305 
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Ne  n&t  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  place 
The  moontanoe  of  a  forlong-wey  of  space. 

I,  lening  faste  by  under  a  bente, 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  pepXe  mente, 
As  stille  08  any  stoon ;  til  at  the  laste,    236 
The  god  of  love  on  me  his  eye  caste, 
And  seyde,  *who  resteth  ther?'  and  I 

answerde 
Un-to  his  axing,  whan  that  I  him  herde, 
And  seyde,  '  sir,  hit  am  I ' ;  and  oam  him 

neer,  940 

And  sained  him.     Qnod  he,  ^  what  dostow 

heer 
In  my  presence,  and  that  so  boldely  ? 
For  it  were  better  worthy,  trewely, 
A  werm  to  comen  in   my  sight  than 

thon.' 
'And  why,  sir,'  quod  I,  *and  hit  lyke 

yow?'  345 

'  For  thou,*  quod  he,  *  art  ther-to  nothing 

able. 
My  serrannts  been  alls  wyse  and  honour- 
able. 
Thou  art  my  mortal  fo,  and  me  warreyest, 

And  of  myne  olde  servaunts  thon  mis- 

seyest, 
And  hinderesthem,  with  thy  transladonn, 
And  lettest  folk  to  ban  devooionn         351 
To  serven  me,  and  baldest  hit  folye 
To  troete  on  me.    Thou  mayst  hit  nat 

denye; 
For  in  pleyn  text,  hit    nedeth   nat   to 

glose, 
Thou  hast  translated  the  Romauns  of  the 

Hose,  355 

That  is  an  heresye  ageyns  my  lawe, 
And  makest  wyse  folk  f^  me  withdrawe. 
.\jid  thinkest  in  thy  wit,  that  is  ful  cool. 
That  he  nis  but  a  verray  propre  fool 
That    loveth   paramours,  to  harde  and 

bote.  360 

Wei  wot  I  ther-by  thou  be^nnest  dote 
As  olde  foles,  whan  hir  spirit  fayleth ; 
Than  blame  they  folk,  and  wite  nat  what 

hem  ayleth. 
Hast  thou  nat  mad  in  English  eek  the 

book 
How  that  Crisseyde  Troilns  fonwok,     365 
In  shewinge  how  that  wemen  ban  don 

mis? 


Ke  nat  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  place 
The  monntance  of  a  forlong-wey  of  space. 
I  kneling  by  this  flour,  in  good  entente 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  peple  mente, 
As  stille  as  any  stoon ;  til  at  the  laste,  310 
This  god  of  love  on  me  his  eyon  caste, 
And  seyde,  *who  kneleth  ther?'  and  I 

answerde 
Unto  his  asking,  whan  that  I  hit  herde. 
And  seyde,  *  sir,  hit  am  I ' ;  and  com  him 

neer, 
And  salued  him.    Qnod  he,  *  what  dostow 

heer  ^  315 

So  nigh  myn  owne  flour,  so  boldely  ? 
For  it  were  better  worthy,  trewely, 
A  worm  to  neghen  neer  my  flour  than 

thou.' 
*And  why,  sir,'  quod  I,  ^and  hit  lyke 

yow?' 
'  For  thou,'  quod  he,  '  art  ther-to  nothing 

able.  3X3 

Hit  is  my  relik,  digne  and  delytable. 

And  thou  my  fo,  and  al  my  folk  wer- 

reyest, 
And  of  myn  olde  servaunts  thou  mis- 

seyest,  ' 
And  hindrest  hem,  with  thy  translaoioun, 
And  lettest  folk  from  hir  devocioan       325 
To  serve  me,  and  boldest  hit  folye 
To  serve  Love.  Thou  mayst  hit  nat  denye; 

For  in  pleyn  text,  with-outen  nede  of 

glose, 
Thou  hast  translated  the  Bomaunoe  of 

the  Bose,     , 
That  is  an  heresye  ageyns  my  lawe,      330 
And  makest  wyse  folk  fro  me  withdrawe. 


And  of  Criseydo  thou  hast  seyd  as  thee 

Uste, 
That  maketh  men  to  wommen  lasse  triste. 
That  ben  as  trewe  as  ever  was  any  steel. 
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Bat  natheles,  answere  xne  now  to  this, 
Why  noldest  thou  as  wel  han  seyd  good- 

nesse 
Of -wemen,  as  thou  hast  seyd  wilckednesse? 
Was  ther  no  good  matere  in  thy  minde, 
Ne  in  alls  thy  bokes  ooadest  thoa  nat 

finds  271 

Sum  stozy  of  wemen  that  were  goode  and 

trewe? 
Tis !  god  wot,  sizty  bokes  olde  and  newe 
Hast  thou  thy-self,  alle  AOle  of  stories 


That  bothe   TtomainS   and  eek   Grekes 

trete  375 

Of  Bundxy  wemen,  which  lyf  that  they 

ladde, 
And  ever  an  hundred  gode  ageyn  oon 

bodde. 
This  knoweth  god,  and  alle  olerkes  eke, 
That  nsen  swiche  materes  for  to  seke.  379 
What  seith  Valerie,  Titns,  or  Claudian  ? 
What  seith  Jerome  ageyns  Jovinian  ? 
How    olene   maydens,    and    how   trewe 

wyves,  aS2 

How  stediast  widwes  during  al  hir  lyveii, 
Telleth  Jerome ;  and  that  nat  of  a  fewe, 
Bat,  I  dar  seyn,  an  hundred  on  a  rewe ; 
That  hit  is  pitee  for  to  rede,  and  routhe, 
The  wo  that  they  enduren  for  hir  trouthe. 
For  to  hir  love  were  they  so  trewe, 
niat,    rather    than  they  wolde  take  a 

newe, 
They  chosen  to  be  dede  in  sundry  wyse. 
And  deyden,  as  the  stozy  wi>l  devyse ;    291 
And  some  were  brend,  and  some  were  oat 

thehals, 
And  some  dreynt,  for  they  wolden  nat  be 

fids. 
For  alle  keped  th^  hir  maydenhed, 
Or  elles  wedlok,  or  hir  widwehed.         295 
And  this  thing  was  nat  kept  for  hoU- 

nesse. 
But  al  for  verray  vertu  and  dennesse, 
And  for  men  shulde  sette  on  hem  no  lak ; 
And  yit  they  weren  hethen,  al  the  pak, 
That  were  so  sore  adrad  of  alle  shame.  500 
These  olde  wemen  kepte  so  hir  name, 
That  in  this  world  I  trow  men  shal  nat 

finds 
A  man  that  ooude  be  so  trewe  and  kinde, 
As  was  the  leste  woman  in  that  tyde.  ■ 


Of  thyn  answere  avyse  thee  right  weel ; 
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What  B«ith  also  the  epistelfl  of  Ovyde  305 
Of  trewe  wyves,  and  of  hir  labour  ? 
What  y incent,  in  his  Storial  Mironr  ? 
Eek  al  the  world  of  autonrs  maystow 

here, 
Cristen  and  hethen,  tiete  of  swich  matere ; 
It  nedeth  nat  alday  thus  for  t'endyte.  310 
But  yit  I  Bey,  what  eyleth  thee  to  wryte 
The  draf  of  Btories,  and  foi^  the  com  ? 
By  seint  Yenns,  of  whom  that  I  was  bom, 
Although  [that]  thou  reneyed  hast  my 

lay, 
As  oihere  olde  foles  many  a  day,  315 


Thou  shalt  repente  hit,  that  hit  shal  be 

sene!' 
Than    spak   Aloeste,    the    worthieste 

qnene, 
And  seyde,  *  god,  right  of  your  cnrtesye, 
Ye  moten  herknen  if  he  can  replye 
Ageyns  these  points  that  ye  han  to  him 

meved ;  330 

A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agreved, 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  therto  rightAil  and  eek  meroiable. 
He  shal  nat  rightftilly  his  yre  wreke    334 
Or  he  have  herd  the  tother  party  speke. 
Al  ne  is  nat  gospel  that  is  to  yow  pleyned ; 
The   god    of  love    berth    many    a  tale 

y-feyned. 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeour. 
And  many  a  queynte  totelere  aocusour, 
That  tabouren  in  your  eres  many  a  thing 
For  hate,  or  for  jelous  imagining,         331 
And  for  to  han  with  yow  som  daliaunce. 
Envye  (I  prey  to  god  yeye  hir  misohaunce !) 

Is  lavender  in  the  grete  court  alway. 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day. 
Out  of  the  hous  of  Cesar;    thus  seith 

Dante ;  336 

Who-so  that  goth,  alwey  she  moot  [nat] 

wante. 
This  man  to  yow    may   wrongly    been 

accused, 
Ther  as  hy  right  him  oghte  been  excused. 
Or  elles,  sir,  for  that  this  man  is  nyce,  340 
He  may  translate  a  thing  in  no  malyce, 
But  for  he  useth  bokes  for  to  make, 


For,  thogh  that  thou  reneyed  hast  my 
lay,  336 

As  other  wreocbes  ban  doon  many  a  day. 
By  seynt  Venus,  that  my  moder  is. 
If  that  thou  live,  thou  shalt  repenten 
*     this 
So  cruelly,  that  hit  shal  wel  be  sene !  *  340 

Tho  spak  this  lady,  clothed  al  in  grene. 

And  seyde,  *  god,  right  of  your  curt«sye, 
Ye  moten  herknen  if  he  can  repljre 
Agasms   al   this  that  ye   han    to   him 

meved; 
A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agreved,  345 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  therto  gracious  and  merciable. 
And  if  ye  nere  a  god,  that  knowen  al, 
Than  mighte  hit  be,  as  I  yow  tellen  shal ; 
This  man  to  yon  may  falsly  been  ac- 
cused, 35i> 
Ther  as  by  right  him  oghte  been  excused 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeour, 
And  many  a  queynte  totelere  accusonr, 
That  tabouren  in  your  eres  many  a  soun, 
Bight  after  hir  imaginacioun,  355 
To  have  your  daliance,  and  for  envye ; 
These  been  the  causes,  and  I  shall  nat 

lye. 
Envye  is  lavender  of  the  court  alway ; 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day. 
Out  of  the  hous   of  Cesar;    thus  seith 
Dante;  360 

Who-flo  that  goih,  algate  she  wol  nat 
wante. 

[Of.  11.  SS&-I  above.] 


And  eek,  paraunter,  for  this  man  is  nyce. 
He  mighte  doon  hit,  gessing  no  malyoe. 
Bat  for  he  useth  thinges  for  to  make ; 
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And  takth  non  heed  of  what  matere  he 


Therfor    he    -wroot    the    Bose    and    eek 

Crueeyde 
Of  innocence,  and  niste  what  he  seyde ; 
Or  him  wasboden  make  thilke  tweye    346 
Of  som  persone,  and  dnrate  hit  nat  with- 

seye; 
For  he  hath  writen  many  a  book  er  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grevonsly  amis 
To  traaslaten  tha^  olde  olerkes  wryten,  350 
As  tb(^h  that  he  <^  malice  wolde  endyten 
Despyt  of  love,  and  hadde  him-self  y- 

wroifht. 
This  Bhnlde  a  xightwys  lord  han  in  his 

thogrht, 
And  nat  be  lyk  tiiaants  of  Lamhardyei 
That  osen  wUfalhed  and  tirannye,       355 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  natnr^ 
Him  oghte  nat  be  tirannt  ne  crael, 
As  is  a  fennoor,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
He  moete  thinke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 
And  that  him  oweth,  of  Terray  dnetee,  360 
Shewen  his  peple  pl^yn  bemgnitee. 
And  wel  to  here  hir  excusaciotms, 
And  hir  oompleyntes  and  peticioims, 
In  duewe  tyme,  whan  they  shal  hit  ptotre. 
This  is  the  sentence  of  the  philosophre : 
Aking  to  kepe  his  Ugee  ia  jnstyce ;        366 
With-oaten  donte,  that  is  his  o£^ce. 
And  therto  isa  king  fnl  depe  y«€wom, 
FdI  many  an  hundred  winter  heei^bifom  ; 
And  for  to  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree,   370 
As  hit  is  right  and  skilful  that  th^  be 
Enhaonoed   and    honeazed,    and   most 

dere — 
For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 


This  shal  he  doon,  bothe  to  pore  [and] 

riehe, 
Al  be  that  her  estat  be  nat  a-liohe,       375 
And  han  of  pore  folk  oompassionn. 
For  lo,  the  gentil  kind  of  the  lionn  ! 
For  whan  a  flye  offendeth  him  or  byteth, 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
Al  esily ;  for,  of  his  genteiye,  380 

Him  deyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye, 
As  doth  a  ourre  or  elles  another  beste. 
In  noUa  corage  oghte  been  areste, 
And  weyen  evexy  thing  by  eqnitee, 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degree. 


Him  rekketh  noght  of  what  matere  he 
take;  365 


Or  him  was  boden  maken  thilke  tweye 
Of  som  persone,  and  dnrste  hit  nat  with- 

seye; 
Or  him  repenteth  utterly  of  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grevously  amis 
Totnmslaten  that  olde  clerkes  wryten,  370 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  endyten 
Despyt  of  love,  and    had    him-self  hit 

wroght. 
This  shulde  a  rightwys  lord  have  in  his 

thoght, 
And  nat  be  lyk  tLraunts  of  Lumbardye, 
Than  han  no  reward  but  at  tirannye.    375 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  naturel, 
Him  oghte  nat  be  tiraunt  ne  cruel, 
As  is  a  fermour,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
He  moete  thinke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 


And  is  his  tresour,  and  his  gold  in  cofre. 
This  is  thesentence  of  the  philosophre :  381 
A  king  to  kepe  his  liges  in  justyoe; 
With-outen  doute,  that  is  his  ofi^ce. 


Al  wol  he  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree, 
As  hit  is  right  and  skilfhl  that  they  be  385 
Enhaunoed    and    honoured,    and   most 

dere — 
For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 


Tit  mot  he  doon  bothe  right,  to  pore  and 

riohe, 
Al  be  that  hir  estat  be  nat  y-liohe, 
And  han  of  pore  folk  compassioun.      390 
For  lo,  the  gentil  kynd  of  the  leoun  ! 
For  whan  a  flye  offendeth  him  or  byteth, 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
Al  esily ;  for,  of  his  genterye,  394 

Him  deyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye, 
As  doth  a  curre  or  elles  another  beste. 
In  noble  eonige  oghte  been  areste, 
And  weyen  every  thing  by  equitee, 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degree. 
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Z^t  Bti^l  of  £(oot  (^omeii. 


For,  sir,  hit  is  no  maystrie  for  a  lord   586 
To  dampne  a  man  vith-oate  anawere  or 

word; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  is  ful  foul  to  nsa 
And  if  80  be  he  may  him  nat  excnse, 
[But]  axeth  meroy  with  a  sorwefol  herte. 
And   profreth   him,  right   in    his  hare 

sherte,  391 

To  been  right  at  your  owne  jngement. 
Than  oghte  a  god,  by  short  avysemont, 
Gonsidre  his  owne  honour  and  his  trespasL 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

oas,  395 

Yow  oghte  been  the  lighter  mereiable ; 
Leteth   your    yre,    and    both    somwhat 

tretable  I 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  his  oonning, 
And  forthered  your  lawe  with  his  making. 
Whyl  he  was  yong,  he  kepte  yoor  estat ; 
I  not  wher  he  be  now  a  ren^iat.  401 

But  wel  I  wot,  with  that  he  can  endyte, 
He  hath  maked  lowed  folk  delyte 
To  serve  yon,  in  pre3rsing  of  your  name. 
He  made  the  book  that  hight  the  Hoos  of 

Fame,  405 

And    eek    the    Deeth   of  Blaunche  the 

Bnchease, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Fonleo,  as  I  gesse. 
And  al  the  love  of  Falamon  and  Arcyte 
Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  stoiy  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  yonr  halydayes. 
That  highten  Balades,   Bonndels,  Yire- 

layes;  411 

And  for  to  speke  of  other  besineaae, 
-He  hath  in  prose  translated  Botee ; 
And  of  the  Wroched  Engendring  of  Man- 

kinde, 
As  man  may  in  pope  Innocent  y-flnde ;  415 
And  mad  the  Lyf  also  of  seynt  Cecyle; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whyl, 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne ; 
H^  oghte  now  to  have  the  lesse  peyne ; 
He  hath  mad  many  a  lay  and  many  a 

thing.  4JO 

Now  as  ye  been  a  god,  and  eek  a  king, 
I,  yoxa  Alceste,  whylom  qnene  of  Trace, 
I  aze  yow  this  man,  right  of  your  graoe. 
That  ye  him  never  hurte  in  al  his  lyve ; 
And  he  shal  sweren  yow,  and  that  as 

blyve,  4^5 

He  shal  no  mora  agilten  in  this  wyse ; 


For,  sir,  hit  is  no  maystrie  for  a  lord    400 
To  dampne  a  man  with-oute  answere  of 

word; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  is  fid  foul  to  use. 
And  if  so  be  he  may  him  nat  excuse. 
But  asketh  mercy  with  a  dredftil  herte, 
And  profreth   him,  right   in    his  bare 
sherte,  405 

To  been  right  at  yonr  owne  jugement, 
Than  oghte  a  god,  by  short  avyaement, 
Ck^nsidre  his  owne  honour  and  his  trespaa. 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

cas, 
Tow  oghte  been  the  lighter  mereiable ;  410 
Leteth  your  yre,  and  beth  somwhat  tret- 
able! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  lus  conning. 
And  f orthred  wel  your  lawe  in  his  making. 


Al  be  hit  that  he  can  nat  wel  endyte. 
Yet  hath  he  maked  lewed  folk  delyte  415 
To  serve  you,  in  preysing  of  your  name. 
He  made  the  book  that  hight  the  Hoos  of 

Fame, 
And  eek  the    Deeth   of  Blaunche   the 

Duchesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Foules,  as  I  gesM, 
And  al  the  love  of  Falamon  and  Arcyte  430 
Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  your  halydayes. 
That  highten  Balades,   Boundels,  Vire- 

layes; 
And,  for  to  speke  of  other  holynesse. 
He  hath  in  prose  translated  Bodoe,       425 


And  mad  the  Lyf  also  of  seynt  Cecyle ; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whyl, 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne ; 
Him  oghte  now  to  have  the  lesse  peyne ; 
He  hath  mad   many  a  lay  and  many 
a  thing.  430 

'  Now  as  ye  been  a  god,  and  eek  ai  king, 
I,  your  Alceste,  whylom  queue  of  Trace, 
I  aske  yow  this  man,  right  of  your  graoe. 
That  ye  him  never  hurte  in  al  his  lyve ; 
And  he  shal  sweren  yow,  and  that  as 
^ijy^  435 

He  shal  no  more  agilten  in  this  wyse ; 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


fptotoo^t*    (tv^^  (PevetoiuK*) 


3^3 


Bat  he  shal  maken,  ob  ye  wil  devyae, 
Of  wemen  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyve, 
Wher-0O  ye  -wil,  of  maiden  or  of  wyve, 
And  forthren  yow,  as  mnohe  as  he  mis- 

seyde  430 

Or  in  the  Bote  or  elles  in  Criseyde.' 
The  god  of  love   answerde  hir  thus 

anoon, 
'•  Madame,*  quod  he,  *  hit  is  so  long  agoon 
That  I  yow  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe, 
That  never  yit,  sith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  435 

To  me  ne  fond  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
That,  if  that  I  wol  save  my  degree, 
I  may  ne  wol  nat  wame  your  reqneste ; 
Al  lyth  in  yow,  doth  with  him  what  yow 

leete,  439 

And  al  foiyeve,  with-onten  longer  space  ; 
For  who-so  yeveth  a  yift,  or  doth  a  grace, 
Do  hit  hy  tyme,  his  thank  is  wel  the 

more; 
And  demeth  ye  what  he  shal  do  theifore. 
60  thanke  now  my  lady  heer,'  qaod  he. 
I  roos,  and  donn  I  sette  me  on  my 

knee,  445 

And  seyde  thus :  *  "Ifiidame,  the  god  above 
Foiyelde  yow,  that  ye  the  god  of  love 
Han  maked  me  his  wrathe  to  foryive ; 
And  yeve  me  grace  so  long  for  to  live, 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  what  ye  be,  450 
That  han  me  holpen,  and  pnt  in  swich 

degree. 
But  trewely  I  wende,  as  in  this  oas, 
Kanght  have    agilt,    ne    doon    to   love 

trespas. 
Forwhy  a  trewe  man,  with-onten  drede. 
Hath  nat  to  parten  with  a  theves  dede ;' 
Ne  a  trewe  lover  oghte  me  nat  Uame,  456 
Tbogb.  that  I  speke  a  faHa  lover  som  shame. 
They  oghte  rather  with  me  for  to  holde. 
For  that  I  of  Creseyde  wroot  or  tolde. 
Or  of  the  Boee;   what-so  myn  anctonr 

mente,  460 

Algate,  god  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
To  forthren  troathe    in    love   and    hit 

cheiyce; 
And  to  be  war  fro  falsnesse  and  fro  vyce 
^y  swich  ensample ;  this  was  my  men- 

inge.' 
And  she  answerde,  *  lat  be  thyn  ai^gn- 

inge;  465 

K 


But  he  shal  maken,  as  ye  wil  devyse, 
Of  wommen  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyve, 
Wher-so  ye  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  wyve, 
And  forthren  yow,  as  mnohe  as  he  mis- 

seyde  440 

Or  in  the  Bose  or  elles  in  Creseyde.' 
The  god  of   love  answerde  hir   thus 
'anoon, 
'  Madame,'  qaod  he,  '  hit  is  so  long  agoon 
That  I  3K>w  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe, 
That  never  jdt,  sith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  445 

To  me  ne  fond  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
If  that  I  wolde  save  my  d^ree, 
I  may  ne  wol  nat  weme  your  reqneste ; 
Al  lyth  in  yow,  doth  with  him  as  yow 

leste. 
I  al  foryeve,  with-onten  lenger  space  ;  450 
For  who-so  yeveth  a  yifb,  or  doth  a  grace, 
Do  hit  by  tyme,  his  thank  is  wel  the 

more ; 
And  demeth  ye  what  he  shal  do  therfore. 
Qo  thanke  now  my  lady  heer,'  qaod  he. 
I  roos,  and  doun  I  sette  me  on  my 

knee,  455 

And  seyde  thos : '  Madame,  the  god  above 
Foryelde  yow,  that  ye  the  god  of  love 
Han  maked  me  his  wrathe  to  foryive  ; 
And  yeve  me  grace  so  long  for  to  live. 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  what  ye  be,  460 
That  han  me  holpe    and   put    in    this 

degree. 
Bat  trewely  I  wende,  as  in  this  cas, 
Naught   have   agilt,    ne    doon    to   love 

trespas. 
Forwhy  a  trewe  man,  with-onten  drede. 
Hath  nat  to  parten  with  a  theves  dede ; 
Ne  a  trewe  lover  oghte  me  nat  blame, 
Thogh  that  I  speke  a  fals  lover  som  shame. 
They  oghte  rather  with  me  for  to  holde. 
For  that  I  of  Creseyde  wroot  or  tolde, 
Or  of  the  Bose ;   what-so  myn  auctour 

mente,  470 

Algate,  god  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
To  forthren    trouthe    in    love  and    hit 

cheiyoe; 
And  to  be  war  fto  fledsnesse  and  firo  vyce 
By  swich  ensample ;  this  was  my  men- 

inge.* 
And  she  answerde,  *  lat  be  thyn  arga- 

inge;  475 
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For  Love  ne  wol  nat  conntrepletfed  be 
In  right  ne  wrong ;  and  leme  this  at  me! 
Thou  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  seyn  what  penance  thoa  ahalt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  nnderstond  hit  here  : 
Thoa  shalt,  whyl  that  thou  livest,  yeer  by 

yere,  47^ 

The  moete  party  of  thy  lyre  spende 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Legende 
Of  Gk>de  Wemen,  maidenes  and  wyves,  474 
That  were  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves  ; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen, 
That  al  hir  lyf  ne  doon  nat  but  asaayen 
How  many  wemen    they  may  doon    a 

shame ; 
For  in  your  world  that  is  now  holden 

game. 
And  thogh  thee  lesteth  nat  a  lover  be,  4S0 
Si>ek  wel   of  love;    this  penance  yeve 

I  thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye, 
That  he  shal  charge  his  servants,  hy  any 

weye, 
To  forthren  thee,  and  wel  thy  labour 

quyte; 
Gk>  now  thy  wey,  thy  penance  is  but  lyte.' 


The  god  of  love  gan  smyle,  and  than  he 

seyde,  486 

*  Wostow,'  quod  he,  '  wher  this  be  wyf  or 

mayde, 
Or  queue,  or  oountesse,  or  of  what  degree. 
That  hath  so  litel  penance  yeven  thee. 
That- hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerte? 
But  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte ; 
That  mayst  thou  seex^  she  kytheth  what 

she  is.' 
And  I  answerde,  '  ni^,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  but  that  I  see  wel  she  is  good.* 

'  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,'  495 
Quod  Love,  ^  and  that  thou  knowest  wel, 

pardee. 
If  hit  be  so  thav  thou  avyse  thee. 
Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  oheste. 
The  gret  goodnesse  of  the  queue  Aloeste, 
That  turned  was  into  a  dayeqre :  500 

She  that  for  hir  husbonde  chees  to  dye. 


For  Love  ne  wol  nat  oountrepleted  be 
In  rig^t  ne  wrong ;  and  leme  that  of  xne ! 
Thou  hast  thy  graoo,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  seyn  what  penance  thou  shalt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  understond  hit  here: 
Thou  shalt,  whyl  that  thou  livest,  yeer 
byyere,  4«« 

The  moste  party  of  thy  tyme  spende 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Logende 
Of  Gh>de  Wommen,  maidenes  and  wyves. 
That  weren  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves ; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen. 
That  al  hir  lyf  ne  doon  nat  but  assayen 
How  many  wommen  they  may  doon  a 

shame; 
For  in  your  world  that  is  now  holde  a 

game. 
And  thogh  thee  lyke  nat  a  lover  be,     490 
Spek  wel  of  love ;  this  penanoe  yive  I 

thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye. 
That  he  shal  charge  his  servants,  by  any 

weye, 
To  foi^hren  thee,  and  wel  thy  labour 

quyte; 
Qo  now  thy  woy,  this  penanoe  is  but  lyteu 
And  ifhan  this  book  is  maad,  yive  hit  tho 
quene  49^ 

On  my  behalfe,  at  Eltham,  or  at  Shane.' 
The  god  of  love  gan  smyle,  and  than  he 
s^yde, 
^  Wostow,'  quod  he,  *  wher  this  bo  wyf  or 

mayde. 
Or  quene,  or  countesse,  or  of  what  degree, 
That  hath  so  litel  penanoe  yiven  thee,  501 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerte  ? 
But  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte ; 
That  maystow  seen,  she  kytheth  what 
she  is.'  504 

And  I  answerde,  '  nay,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  but  that  I  aee  wel  she  is  good.' 
*  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,' 
Quod  Love,  *  and  that  thou  knowest  wel, 

pardee, 
If  hit  be  so  that  thou  avyse  thee.  509 

Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  chsste. 
The  grete  goodnesse  of  the  quene  Aloeste, 
That  turned  was  into  a  dayeqye : 
She  that  for  hir  husbonde  chees  to  dye, 
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And  eak  to  goon  to  helle,  rather  than  he, 
And  ErculeB  rescued  hir,  pardee, 
And  broghto  hir  out  of  helle  agayn  to 
bliB?*  504 

And  I  answerde  ageyn,  and  seyde,  'yis, 
Now  knowe  I  hir!    And  is  this    good 

Alcesto, 
The  dayesje,  and  myn  owne  hertes  resto? 
Now  fele  I  wol  the  goodnesse  of  this  "wyf, 
That  bothe  after  hir  deeth,  and  in  hir  lyf, 
Hir  grete  boontee  donbleth  hir  renonn ! 
Wei  hath  she  qnit  me  myn  affecciotm 
That  I  have  to  hir  flour,  the  dayesye  ! 
No  wonder  is  thogh  Jove  hir  stollifye, 
As  telleth  Agaton,  for  hir  goodnesse  I 
Hir  whyte  coroun  berth  of  hit  witnesse ; 
For  also  many  vertues  hadde  she,         516 
Ab  smale  floures  in  hir  coroun  be. 
In  remembraunoe  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
Cibella  made  the  dayesy  and  the  flour  5x9 
Y-coroned  al  with  whyt,  as  men  may  see ; 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  coroun  reed,  pardeo, 
In  stede  of  rubies,  set  among  the  whyte.* 
Therwith  this  queue  wex  reed  for  shame 
a  lyte,  523 

Whan  she  was  preysed  so  in  hir  presence. 
Ulan  seyde  Love,  *  a  ful  gret  negligence 
Was  hit  to  thee,  to  write  unstedfastnesse 
Of  women,  sith  thou  knowest  hir  good- 
nesse 
"By  preef,  and  oek  by  stories  heer-bifom ; 
Let  be  the  chaf,  and  wryt  wel  of  the  com. 
Why  noldest  thou  han  writen  of  Alcesto, 
And  leten  Criseide  been  a-slepe  and 
resto?  531 

For  of  Alcesto  shulde  thy  wryting  be, 
Sin  that  thou  wost  that  kalender  is  she 
Of  goodnesse,  for  she   taughto   of  fyn 

lovinge, 
And  namely  of  wyf  hood  the  livinge,    535 
And  alle  the  boundes  that  she  oghto  kepe ; 
Thy  litel  wit  was  thiike  t3rme  a-slepe. 
But  now  I  charge  thee,  upon  thy  lyf, 
That  in  thy  Legend  thou  make  of  this 

wyf. 
Whan  thou  hast  othere  smale  maad  be- 
fore ;  540 
And  fare  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 


And  eek  to  goon  to  helle,  rather  than  he, 
And  Ercules  roscowed  hir,  pardee,       515 
And  broghto  hir  out  of  helle  agayn  to 
bUs?' 

And  I  answerde  ageyn,  and  seyde,  ^yis, 
Now   knowe  I  hir!    And  is  this  good 
Alcesto,  518 

The  dayesye,  and  myn  owne  hertes  resto  ? 
Now  fele  I  wel  the  goodnesse  of  this  wyf, 
That  bothe  after  hir  deeth,  and  in  hir  lyf, 
Hir  grete  bountee  donbleth  hir  renoun ! 
Wel  hath  she  quit  me  myn  affeocioun 
That  I  have  to  hir  flour,  the  dayesye  ! 
No  wonder  is  thogh  Jove  hir  stollifye,  525 
As  telleth  Agaton,  for  hir  goodnesse ! 
Hir  whyto  coroun  berth  of  hit  witnesse ; 
For  also  many  vertues  hadde  she, 
As  smale  floures  in  hir  coroun  be.        529 
In  remembraunce  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
Cibella  made  the  dayesy  tmd  the  flour 
T-coroned  al  with  whyt,  as  men  may  see; 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  coroun  reed,  pardee, 
In  stede  of  rubies,  set  among  the  whyto.' 

Therwith  this  queue  wez  reed  for  shame 

» lyte.  535 

Whan  she  was  preysed  so  in  hir  presence. 
Than  seyde  Love,  *  a  ful  gret  negligence 
Was  hit  to  thee,  that  ilke  tyme  thou 

made  538 

*^  Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  tresses,"  in  balade, 
That  thou  forgeto  hir  in  thy  song  to  sette, 
Sin  that  thou  art  so  gretly  in  hir  dette, 


And  wost  so  wel,  that  kalender  is  she 

To  any  woman  that  wol  lover  be 

For    she    taughto   al  the    craft  of  fyn 

lovinge. 
And  namely  of  wyf  hood  the  livinge,    545 
And  alle  the  boundes  that  she  oghto  kepe ; 
Thy  litol  wit  was  thiike  tyme  a-slepe. 
But  now  I  charge  thee,  upon  thy  lyf. 
That  in  thy  Legend  thou  make  of  this 

wyf, 
Whan  thou  hast  other  smale  y-maad  bo- 
fore  ;  550 
And  fare  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 
But  er  I  go,  thus  muche  I  wol  thoe 
telle, 
Ne  shal  no  trewe  lover  oome  in  helle. 
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At  Cleopatre  I  wol  that  thoa  beginne ; 
And  so  forth  ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  thoa 
winne.'  543 


And  with  that  word  of  sleep  I  gan  a-awake, 
And  right  thus  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


Thise  other  hidies  sittinge  here  arowe 
Ben  in  thy  balade,  if  thou  oanst  hem 

knowe,  555 

And  in  thy  bokes  alle  thoa  shalt  hem 

finde; 
Have  hem  now  in  thy  Legend  alle  in 

minde, 
I  mene  of  hem  that  been  in  thy  knowinge. 
For  heer  ben  twenty  thoosand  mo  sittinge 
Than   thoa    knowest,    that    been    good 

wonmien  alle  560 

And  trewe  of  love,  for  aoght  that  may 

befalle; 
Make  the  metres  of  hem  as  the  lesfce. 
I  mot  gon  hoom,  the  sonne  draweth  weste. 
To  Farodys,  with  al  this  companye ; 
And  serve  alwey  the  fresshe  dayesye.  565 
At  Cleopatre  I  wol  that  thoa  beginne ; 
And  so  forth ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  th<m 

winne. 
For  lat  see  now  what  man  that  lover  be, 
Wol  doon  so  strong  a  peyne  for  love  as 

she. 
I  wot  wel  that  thoa  mayst  nat  al  hit 

ryme,  S70 

That  swiohe  loveis  diden  in  hir  tyme ; 
It  were  to  long  to  reden  and  to  here ; 
Saffyoeth  me,  thoa  make  in  this  manere, 
That  thoa  reheroe  of  al  hir  lyf  the  grete. 
After  thise  olde  aaotoors  listen  to  trete. 
For  who-eo  shal  so  many  a  stone  telle,  576 
Sey  shortly,  or  he  shal  to  longe  dwella' 
And  with  that  word  my  bokes  gan  I  take. 
And  right  thos  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


ExpticU  prohendum. 


I.   THE  LEGEND  OF  CLEOPATRA. 


IndpU  Legmda  CUopatrie^  MartiHs, 
EgipUregine. 

Aftbr  the  deeth  of  Tholomee  the  king,  580 
That  al  Egipte  hadde  in  his  governing, 
Begned  his  qaene  Cleopataras ; 
Til  on  a  tyme  befel  ther  swiohe  a  cas, 
That  oat  of  Bome  was  sent  a  senatoar. 
For  to  conqaeren  regnes  and  honoar   585 
Unto  the  toon  of  Bome,  as  was  asaonce, 
To  have  the  world  anto  her  obeisaance ; 


And,  sooth  to  seye,  Antonios  was  his 

name. 
So  ill    hit,    as    Fortune    him   oghte   a 

shame  (10) 

Whan  he  was  fallen  in  prosperitee,      591) 
Bebel  onto  the  toan  of  Bome  is  he. 
And  over  al  this,  the  soster  of  Cesar, 
He  lafte  hir  faldiy,  er  that  she  was  war, 
And  wolde  algates  han  another  wyf ; 
For  whiche  he  took  with  Bome  and  Cesar 

■tryf.  595 
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Nath«les,  for-flooth,  this  ilke  senAtotur 
Was  a  fal  worthy  gentil  urerreyoar, 
And  of  his  deeth  hit  was  ftd  greet  damage. 
Bat  loTe  had  broght  this  xnan  in  swiche 

a  zage,  (ao) 

And  him  ao  narwe  bonnden  in  his  las, 
Al  for  the  love  of  Gleopataraa,  601 

That  al  the  -world  he  sette  at  no  value. 
Him  thonghte,  nas  to  him  no  thing  so 

due 
As  C3eopatn8  for  to  lore  and  serve ;    604. 
Him  zofl^te  nat  in  armes  for  to  sterve 
In  the  defence  of  hir,  and  uf  hir  light. 
This  noble  qnene  eek  lovede  so  this 

knight, 
Through  his  desert,  and  for  his  chivalrye ; 
As  oerteinly,  bnt-if  that  bokes  lye,       (30) 
He  was,  of  persone  andof  gentUease,  610 
And  of  discreoiotm  and  hardinesse, 
Worthy  to  any  wight  that  liven  may. 
And  she  was  fair  as  is  the  rose  in  May. 
And,  for  to  maken  shortly  is  the  beste, 
She  wex  his  wyf,  and  hadde  him  as  hir 

leste.  615 

The  wedding  and  the  feeteto  devyse. 
To  me,  that  have  y-take  swiohe  empryse 
Of  so  many  a  storie  for  to  make,  (39) 

Hit  ware  to  long,  lest  that  I  aholde  slake 
Of  thing  that  bereth  more  effect  and 

charge;  620 

For  men  may  overlade  a  ship  or  barge  ; 
And  forthy  to  th'effect  than  wol  I  skippe, 
And  al  the  remenant,  I  wol    lete  hit 

slippe. 
Ootovian,  that  wood  was  of  this  dede, 
Shoop  him  an  ost  on  Antony  to  lede    625 
Ai-onterly  for  his  destmccionn, 
Wiili  stoate  Romains,  cruel  as  leonn  ; 
To  ship  th^  wente,  and  thus  I  let  hem 

saile. 
Antonins  was  war,  and  wol  nat  &ile  (50) 
To  meten    with    thise    "Bomains,  if  he 

may ;  630 

Took   eek   his   reed,    and    bothe,   upon 

a  day, 
His  wyf  and  he,  and  al  his  ost,  forth 

wente 
To  shippe  anoon,  no  lenger  thsy  ne  stente ; 
And  in  the  see  hit  happed  hem  to  mete- 
Up  goth  the  trompe — and  for  to  shoute 

andihete,  635 


And  peynen  hem  to  sette  on  with  the 

Sonne. 
With  grisly  soun  out  goth    the    grete 

gonne, 
And  heterly  they  hurtlen  al  at  ones, 
And  Ax>  the  top  doxm  oometh  the  grete 

stones.  (6i>) 

In  goth  the  grapenel  so  ftil  of  crokes   640 
Among  the  ropes,  and  the  shering-hokes. 
In  with  the  polaz  presseth  he  and  he  ,- 
Behind  the  mast  beginneth  he  to  flee. 
And  out  agayn,  and  dryveth  him  over- 

borde;  644 

He  stingeth  him  upon  his  speres  orde ; 
He  rent  the  sail  with  hokes  lyke  a  sythe ; 
He  bringeth  the  cuppe^  and  biddeth  hem 

be  biythe ; 
He  poureth  pesen  upon  the  hctcches  slider ; 
With  pottes  fal  of  lym  they  goon  to- 

gider ;  (70) 

And  thus  the  longe  day  in  fight  they 

spende  650 

Til,  at  the  laste,  as  every  thing  hath  ende, 
Antony  is  shent,  and  put  him  to  the 

flighte. 
And  al  his  folk  to-go,  that  best  go  mighte. 
Fleeth  eek    the   queen,   with    al  her 

purpre  sail, 
For  strokes,  which  that  wente  as  thikke 

as  hail ;  655 

No  wonder  was,  she  mighte  hit  nat  endure. 
And  whan  that  Antony  saw  that  aven> 

ture, 
'Alias!*  quod  he,  Vthe  day. that  I  was 

bom! 
My  worshipe  in  this  day  thus  have  I 

lorn  I'  (80) 

And  for  dispeyr  out  of  his  witte  he  sterte, 
And  roof  him>self  anoon  through-out  the 

herte  66t 

Er  that  he  ferther  wente   out    of  the 

place. 
His  wyf,  that  coude  of  Cesar  have  no 

grace, 
To  Egipte  is  fled,  for  drede  and  for  dis- 

tresse; 
But  herkneth,  ye  that  speke  of  kinde- 

nesse.  665 

Ye  men,  that  fifJsIy  sweren  many  an  00th 

That  ye  wol  dye,  if  that  your  love  be 

wrooth, 
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Heer  may  ye  geen  of  women  whiche  a 

tronthe ! 
This  woAil  Cleopatre   hath  mad  swich 

roathe  (90) 

That  ther  nis  tonge  noon  that  may  hit 

telle.  670 

Bnt  on  the  morwe  she  wol  no  lenger 

dwelle, 
But  made  hir  snbtil  workmen  make  a 

shryne 
Of  alle  the  rubies  and  the  stones  fyne 
In  al  Egipte  that  she  ooude  espye  ; 
And  putte  ful  the  shryne  of  spyoerye,  675 
And  leet  the  oors  embaame;  and  forth 

she  fette 
This  dede  oors,  and  in  the  shryne  hit 

shette. 
And  next  the  shryne  a  pit  than  doth  she 

g»ve; 
And  alle  the  serpents  that  she  mighte 

have,  (100) 

She  putte  hem  in  tliat  grave,  and  thus 

she  seyde :  680 

*  Now  love,  to  whom  my  sorwsfhl  herte 

obeyde 
So  ferforthly  that,  fro  that  bliafkil  houre 
That  I  yow  swor  to  been  al  freily  youre, 
I  mene  yow,  Antonius  my  knight !       684 
That  never  waking,  in  the  day  or  night. 


Ye  nere  out  of  myn  hertes  remembrannce 
For  wele  or  wo,  for  carole  or  for  daonce  : 
And  in  my-self  this  covenant  made  I 

tho,  (109) 

That,  right  swioh  as  ye  felten,  wele  or  wo. 
As  ferforth  as  hit  in  my  power  lay,      690 
Unreprovable  unto  my  wyfhood  ay, 
The  same  wolde  I  felen,  lyf  or  deeth. 
And  ihilke  covenant,  whyl  me  lasteth 

breeth, 
I  wol  AilfiUe,  and  that  shal  wel  be  send ; 
Was  never  unto  hir  love  a  trewer  quene.' 
And  with  that  word,  naked,  with  taX 

good  herte,  696 

Among  the  serpents  in  the  pit  she  sterte. 
And  ther  she  ohees  to  hon  hir  buiyinge. 
Anoon  the    neddres  gonne  hir    for    to 

stinge,  (tao) 

And  she  hir  deeth  reoeyveth,  with  good 

ohere,  700 

For  love  of  Antony,  that  was  hir  90  dere: — 
And  this  is  storlal  sooth,  hit  is  no  fable. 
Now,  er  I  flnde  a  man  thus  trewe  and 

stable. 
And  wol  for  love  his    deeth    so  fteely 

take, 
I  pray  god  Iftt  onr  hedes  never  ake !     705 

JSxplicit  Legenda  CUopatrie,  Martirit, 


n.   THE  LEGEND  OF  THISBE  OP  BABYLON. 


Incipit  Legenda  Teabe  BabiUmiej  Martiris. 

At  Babiloine  whylom  fll  it  thus, 
Tlie  whiche  tonn  the  queen  Semiramns 
Leet  dichon  al  about,  and  walles  make 
Ful  hye,  of  harde  tyles  wel  y-bake. 
Ther  weren  dwellinge  in  this  noble  toun 
Two  lordes,  which  that  were  of  greet 

renoun,  711 

And  woneden  so  nigh,  upon  a  grene. 
That  ther  nas  but  a  stoon-wal  hem  bi- 

twene, 
As  ofte  in  grete  tonnes  is  the  wone. 
And  sooth  to  s^yn,  that  o  man  hadde 

a  sone,  715 

Of  al  that  londe  oon  of  the  lustieste.    ( 1 1) 
That  other  hadde  a  doghter,  the  faireste, 


That  estward  in  the  world  was  tho  dwel- 
linge. 
The  name  of  everich  gan  to  other  fringe 
By    wommen,    that    were    neighebores 
aboute.  730 

For  in  that  bontree  yit,  withonten  doute, 
Maidens  been  y-kept,  for  jelosye, 
Ful  streite,  lest  they  diden  som  folye. 

This  yonge  man  was  oleped  Ptramns, 

And  Tisbe  hight  the  maid,  Naso  seith 

thus ;  735 

And  thus  by  report  was  hir  name  y-shove 

That,  as    they  wexe    in    age,  wex    hir 

love ;  (aa) 

And  certein,  as  by  reson  of  hir  age, 

Ther    mighte    have    been    bitwiz    hem 

manage,  729 
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But  that  hir  fsidres  nolde  hit  nat  assente ; 
And  bothe  in  love  y-lyke  sore  they  brente, 
That  noon  of  alle  hir  firendes  migfato  hit 

lette 
But  privaly  somtyme  yit  they  mette 
By  sleighte,  and  speken  eom  of  hir  desyr ; 
As,  -wry  the  gleed,  and  hotter  is  Hxe  fyt ; 
Forfaede  a  love,  and  it  is  ten  so  wood.  736 
This  wal,  which  that  bitwix  hem  bothe 

■tood,  (3a) 

Was  cloven  a-two,  right  ^  the  toppe 

adonn, 
Of  olde  tyme  of  his  inndacionn ; 
But  yit  this  olifte  was   so  narwa  and 

lyte,      •  740 

It  nas  nat  sene,  dere  y-nogh  a  myte. 
Bat  what  is  that,  that  love  can  nat  espye? 
Ye  lovers  two,  if  that  I  shal  nat  Ijre, 
Ye  foimden  first  this  litel  narwe  olifbe  ; 
And,  with  a  sonn  as  softe  as  any  shriffce, 
They  lete  hir  wordes  through  the  olifte 

pace,  (41)  746 

And  tolden,  whyl  that  they  stode  in  the 

place, 
Al  hir  oompleynt  of  love,  and  al  hir  wo. 
At  every  tyme  whan  they  dorste  so. 

Upon  that  o  «yde  of  the  wal  stood  he, 
And  on  that  other  syde  stood  Tisbe,     751 
The  swote  sonn  of  other  to  receyve, 
And  thus  hir  wardeins  wolde  they  de- 

ceyve. 
And  eveiy  day  this  wal  they  wolde  threte, 
And  wisshe  to  god,  that  it  were  donn 

y-b«te.  (50)  755 

Th-OB    wolde    they    seyn — 'alias I    thou 

wikked  wal, 
Thioiigh  thyn  envye  thou  ns  lettest  al ! 
Why  nilt  thon  oleve,  or  fallen  al  a-two  f 
Or,  at  the  leete,  bat  thoa  woldest  so, 
Yit  woldestow  bat  ones  lete  as  mete,  760 
Or  ones  that  we  mighte  kissen  swete, 
Than  were  we  covered  of  onr  cares  oolde. 
But  nathelee,  yit  be  we  to  thee  holde 
In  as  mache  as  thoa  saffrest  for  to  goon 
Our  wordes  thioagh  thy  lyme  and  eek 

thy  stoon.  (60)  765 

Yit  oghte  we  with  thee  ben  wel  apayd.' 

And  whan  thise  ydel  wordes  weren  sayd, 
The  colde  wal  they  wolden  kisse  of  stoon. 
And  take  hir  leve,  and  forth  they  wolden 

goon. 


And  this  was  gladly  in  the  even-tyde  77*) 
Or  wonder  erly,  lest  men  hit  espjrde ; 
And  longe  tyme  they  wroghte  in  this 

manere 
Til  on  a  day,  whan  Fhebos  gan  to  dere, 
Aoxora  with  the  stremes  of  hir  hete 
Had  dryed  ap  the  dew  of  herbes  wete;  775 
Unto  this  olifte,  as  it  was  wont  to  be,  (71) 
Com  Fyramos,  and  after  com  Tisbe, 
And  plighten  troathe  fally  in  hir  fey 
That  ilke  same  night  to  stele  awey, 
And  to  begyle  hir  wardeins  everichoon,  780 
And  forth  oat  of  the  citee  for  to  goon  ; 
And,  for  the  feldes  been  so  brode  and 

wyde, 
For  to  mete  in  o  place  at  o  tyde, 
They  sette  mark  hir  meting  sholde  bo 
fHier  king  Ninas  was  graven,  ander  a 
tree ;  (80)  785 

For  olde  payens  that  ydoles  heried 
Useden  tho  in  feldes  to  ben  beried ; 
And  faste  by  this  grave  was  a  welle. 
And,  shortly  of  this  tale  for  to  telle, 
This    covenant   was    affermed    wonder 
fhste;  790 

And  longe  hem  tiiooghte  that  the  Sonne 

laste. 
That  hit  nere  goon  ander  the  see  adoan. 

This  Tisbe  hath  so  greet  aifeocioan 
And  so  greet  lyking  Piramas  to  see, 
That,  whan  she  seigh  her  tyme  mighte 
be,  (90)  795 

At  night  she  stal  awey  fhl  prively 
With  her  face  y-wimpled  sabtilly ; 
For  alle  h^r  frendes — ^for    to    save  her 

troathe — 
She  hath  for-eake;   alias!  and  that  is 

roathe 
That  ever  woman  wolde  be  so  trewe    goo 
To  trosten  man,  bat  she  the  bet  him 

knewe! 
And  to  the  tree  she  goth  a  fVil  good  pas, 
For  love  made  her  so  hardy  in  this  cas  ; 
And  by  the  welle  adoon  she  gan  her 
dresse.  804 

Alias !  than  oomth  a  wilde  leonesse  (lou) 
Oat  of  the  wode,  withonten  moro  areste, 
With  blody  moathe,  of  strangling  of  a 

beste. 
To  drinken  of  the  welle,  thor  as  she  sat ; 
And,  whan  that  Tisbe  had  espyed  that, 
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She  rist  her  up,  with  a  fal  dreiy  herte,  8io 

And  in  a  cave  with  dredfhl  foot  she  sterte, 

For  by  the  mone  she  seigh  hit  wel  with- 

alle.  8ia 

And,  as  she  ran,  her  wimpel  leet  she  falle, 

And  took  noon  heed,  so  sore  sh^  was 

a-whaped.  (109) 

And  eek  so  glad  of  that  she  was  escaped ; 

And  thus  she  sit,  and  darketh  wonder 

stille.  816 

Whan  that  this  leonesse  hath  dronke  her 

fiUe, 
Aboate  the  welle  gan  she  for  to  winde. 
And  right  anoon  the  wimpel  gan  she 

finde, 
And  with  her  blody  month  hit  al  to- 
rente.  Sao 

Whan  this  was  doon,  no  longer  she  ne 

stente, 
But  to  the  wode  her  wey  than  hath  she 
nome. 
And,  at  the  laste,  this  Piramus  is  oome, 
But  al  to  longe,  alias !  at  hoom  was  he. 
The  mone  shoon,  men  mighte  wel  y-see,  825 
And  in  his  weye,  as  that  he  com  fed 
faste,  (lai) 

His  eyen  to  the  grounde  adoun  he  caste, 
And  in  the  sonde,  as  he  beheld  adoun, 
He  seigh  the  steppes  brode  of  a  leoun. 
And  in  his  herto  he  sodeinly  agroos,    830 
And    pale    he  wex,   therwith  his    heer 

aroos. 
And  neer  he  com,  and  fond  the  wimpel 

torn. 
*■  Alias ! '  quod  he,   *the  day  that  I  was 

bom! 
This  o  night  wol  us  lovers  bothe  slee  I 
How  sholde  I  axen  mercy  of  Tisbe        835 
Whan  I  am  he  that  have  yow  slain,  alias ! 
My  bidding  hath  yow  slain,  as  in  this 
cas.  (132) 

Alias  I  to  bidde  a  woman  goon  by  nighte 
In  place  ther  as  peril  fallen  mighte, 
And  I  so  slow !  alias,  I  ne  hadde  be     840 
Here  in  this  place  a  furlong-wey  or  ye ! 
Now  what  leomx  that  be  in  this  foreete. 
My  body  mote  he  frenden,  or  what  beste 
That  wUde  is,  gnawen  mote  he  now  myn 

herte!' 
And  with  that  worde  he  to  the  wimpel 
sterte,  (140)  845 


And  kiste  hit  ofte,  and  weep  on  hit  fal 

sore, 
And  seide,  '  wimpel,  alias !   ther  nis  no 

more 
But  thou  Shalt  fele  as  wel  the  blood 

of  me 
As  thou  hast  felt  the  bledxng  of  Tisbe ! ' 
And  with  that  worde  he  smoot  him  to  the 

herte.  850 

The  blood  out  of  the  'v^ounde  as  brode 

sterte 
As  water,  whan  the  conduit  broken  is;. 
Now  Tisbe,  which  that  wiste  nat  of 

this. 
But  sitting  in  her  drede,  she  thoghte  thus, 
'  If  hit  so  falle  that  my  Piramus  855 

Be  comen  hider,  and  may  me  nat  y-ihide. 
He  may  me  holden  fals  and  eek  unkinde.* 
And  out  she  oomth,  and  after  him  gan 

espyen  (153) 

Bothe  with  her  herte  and  with  her  yfin. 
And  thoghte,  *I  wol  him  tellen  of  my 

drede  860 

Bothe  of  the  leonesse  and  al  my  dede.' 
And  at  the  laste  her  love  than  hath  ohe 

founde 
Beting  with  his  heles  on  the  grounde, 
Al  blody,  and  therwith-al  a-bak  she  sterte. 
And  lyke   the  wawes  quappe   gan  her 

herte,  (i6u)  865 

And  -pale  as  box  she  wex,  and  in  athzowe 
Avysed  her,  and  gan  him  wel  to  knowe. 
That  hit  was  Piramus,  her  herte  dere. 
Who  coude  wryte  whiche  a  deedly  ohere 
Hath  Tisbe  now,  and  how  her  heer  she 

rente,  870 

And  how  she  gan  her-selve  to  turmente, 
And  how  she  lyth  and  swowneth  on  the 

grounde. 
And  how  she  weep  of  teres  ttd  his  wounde. 
How  medeleth  she  his  blood  with  her 

oompleynte, 
And  with  his  blood  hernsielven  gan  she 

peynte ;  (170)  875 

How  olippeth  she  the  dede  con,  alias ! 
How  doth  this  woful  Tisbe  in  this  cas ! 
How  kisseth  she  his  Anosty  mouth  so  oold ! 
*Who  hath  doon  this,  and  who  hatli 

been  so  bold  879 

To  sleen  my  leef  ?  O  spek,  my  Piramus  I 
X  am  thy  Tisbe,  that  thee  oalleth  thus  I  * 
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And  therwiihHfcl  she  lifbeth  up  hia  heed. 
ThiB  woftil  man,  that  was  nat  Axlly 
deed, 
Whan  that  he  hezde  the  name  of  TiBbe 

On  her  he  oaste  his  hevy  deedly  yOn    885 
And  doon  again,  and  yeldetii   np   the 

goat.  (181) 

Tisbe  nst  np,  withonten  noise  or  host. 
And  seigh  her  wimpel  and  his  empty 

shethe, 
And  eek  his  swerd,  that  him  hath  doon 

to  dethe ; 
Than  spak  she  thus :  *  My  wofdl  hand,' 

qaodshe,  890 

*I8  strong  y-nogh  in  swiche  a  werk  to 

me; 
For  love  shal   yive   me   strengthe  and 

hardinease 
To  make  my  woonde  large  y>nogh,  I  gesse. 
I  irol  thee  folwen  deed,  and  I  wol  be 
Ftelawe  and  cause  eek  of  thy  deeth,'  qnod 

she.  (190)  895 

*  And  thogh  that  nothing  save  the  deeth 

only 
Migfate  thee  fro  me  departe  trewely. 
Thou   shalt  no  more   departe    now  tro 

me 
Than  fro  the  deeth,  for  I  wol  go  with 

thee! 


'And  now,  ye  wrecched  jelovs  fadres 

oure,  900 

We,  that  weren  whylom  children  yonre, 
We  prayen  yow,  withonten  more  envye. 
That  in  o  grave  y-fere  we  moten  lye, 
Sin  love  hath  bronght  as  to  this  pitoas 

ende !  (199) 

And  rightwis  god  to  eveiy  lover  sende,  905 
That  loveth  trewely,  more  prosperitee 
Than  ever  hadde  Pixamns  and  TLsbe ! 
And  lat  no  gentil  woman  her  assure 
To  pntten  her  in  swiche  an  aventtire. 
Bat  god  forbede  bat  a  woman  can        910 
Been  as  trewe  and  loving  as  a  man  ! 
And,  for  my  part,  I  shal  anoon  it  kythe !  * 
And,  with  that  worde,  his  swerd  she  took 

asswythe, 
That  warm  was  of  her  loves  blood  and 

hoot,  (309) 

And  to  the  herte  she  hei^«elven  smoot.  915 

And  thos  ar  Tisbe  and  Piramos  aga 
Of  trewe  men  I  flnde  bat  fewe  mo 
In  alle  my  bokea,  save  this  Piramos, 
And  therfor  have  I  spoken  of  him  thos. 
For  hit  is  deyntee  to  OS  men  to  finde  930 
A  man  that  can  in  love  be  trewe  and 

kinde. 
Heer  may  ye  seen,  what  lover  so  he  be, 
A  woman  dar  and  can  as  wel  as  he. 
Ex^pUcttUgendaTeabe, 


IIL   THE  LEGEND  OF  DIDO,  QUEEN  OF  CABTHAGE. 


IndpU  Legenda  Didonia  Martiri$, 
CkirtaffinU  regine, 

O1.0KT  and  honour,  Virgil  Mantoan, 
Be  to  thy  name !'  and  I  shal,  as  I  can,  935 
Folow  thy  lantern,  as  thoo  gost  bifom. 
How  Eneas  to  Dido  was  forsworn. 
In  thyn  Eneld  and  Naso  wol  I  take 
The    tenoor,    and    the    grete    effeetee 


Whan  Troye  broght  was  to  destrao- 

oioan  930 

By   Orekes    sleighte,    and    namely   by 

Sinoon, 
Foyning  the  hors  y-oi&ed  to  Minerve, 
Thzoogh   which   that   many  a   Troyan 

(10) 


And  Ector  had,  after  his  deeth,  appered, 
And    fyr  so   wood,    it   mighte   nat    be 

stered,  935 

In  al  the  noble  toor  of  Sioon, 
That  of  the  citee  was  the  che^dongeoon ; 
And  al  the  oontree  was  so  lowe  y-broght, 
And    Priamos   the   king   fordoon    and 

noght; 
And  Eneas  was  charged  by  Yenos        940 
To  fieen  awey,  he  took  Ascanios, 
That  was  his  sone,  in  his  right  hand,  and 

fledde  ; 
And  on  his  bakke  he  bar  and  with  him 

ledde  (ao) 

His  olde  fader,  oleped  Anchises, 
And  by  the  WQye   his  wyf  Oreosa  he 

lees.  945 
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And  moohel  sorwe  hadde  ho  in  his  minde 
£r  that  he  coade  his  felawshippe  flnde. 
iBnt,  at  the  laste,  whan   he    had  hem 

founde,  948 

He  mode  him  redy  in  a  certein  stonnde, 
And  to  the  see  fnl  faste  he  gan  him  hye, 
And  saileth  forth  with  al  his  companye 
Toward  Itaile,  as  wolde  destinee. 
Bat  of  his  aventores  in  the  see  (30) 

Nis  nat  to  porpos  for  to  speke  of  here, 
For  hit  aoordeth  nat  to  my  matere.      955 
Bntf  as  I  seide,  of  him  and  of  Dido 
Shal  be  my  tale^  til  that  I  have  do. 
So  longe  he  sailed  in  the  salte  see 
Til  in  Libye  nnnethe  aiyved  he, 
With  shippes  seven  and  with  no  more 

navye ;  960 

And  ghid  was  he  to  londe  for  to  hye, 
So  was  he  with  the  tempest  al  to-shake. 
And  whan  that  he  the  haven  had  y- 

take,  (40) 

He  had  a  knight,  was  called  Achates ;  964 
And  him  of  al  his  felawshippe  he  ohees 
To  goon  with  him,  the  contre  for  tespye  ; 
He  took  with  him  no  more  companye. 
Bat  forth  th^  goon,  and  lafte  his  shippes 

ryde. 
His  fere  and  he,  with-outen  any  gyde.  969 
So  longe  he  walketh  in  this  wildemesse 
Til,  at  the  laste,  he  mette  an  hnnteresse. 
A  bowe  in  honde  and  arwes  hadde  she, 
Her  clothes  catted  were  onto  the  knee ;  (50) 
Bat  she  was  yit  the  fairest  creature 
That  ever  was  y-formed  by  nature ;       975 
And  Eneas  and  Achates  she  grette. 
And  thus  she  to  hem  spak,  whan  she  hem 

mette. 
^Sawe  ye,'  quod  she,  'as  ye  han  walked 

wyde, 
Any  of  my  sastren  walke  yow  be^yde, 
With  any  wildo  boor  or  other  beste     980 
Tliat  they  han  bunted  to,  in  this  foreste, 
Y-tukked  up,  with  arwes  in  her  cas  ? '  (59) 

'Kay,  soothly,  lady,'  quod  this  Eneas; 
*  But,  by  thy  beaute,  as  hit  thinketh  me. 
Thou  mightest  never  erthely  womman  be, 
But  Phebus  suster  artow,  as  I  gesse.    986 
And,  if  so  be  that  thou  be  a  goddesse, 
Have  mercy  on  our  labour  and  our  wo.* 
'  I  nam  no  goddes,  soothly,*  quod  she 

tho; 


'  For  maidens  walken  in  this  oontree  here, 
With    arwes   and    with   bowe,   in    this 
manere.  991 

niis  is  the  regne  of  LiMe,  ther  ye  been, 
Of  which  that  Dido  lady  is  and  queen  * — 
And  shortly  tolde  him  al  the  oooasioun  (71) 
Why  Dido  com  into  that  regioun ,  995 
Of  which  as  now  me  lusteth  nat  to  lyme ; 
Hit  nedeth  nat ;  hit  nere  but  los  of  tyme. 
For  this  is  al  and  som,  it  was  Venus, 
His  owne  moder,  that  spak  with  him  thus ; 
And  to  Oartage  she  bad  he  sholde  him 
3ighte,  1000 

And  vanished  anoon  out  of  his  sighte. 
I  coude  folwe,  word  for  word,  Virgyle, 
Bat  it  wolde  lasten  al  to  longe  a  whyle.  (80) 
This  noble  queen,  that  cleped  was  Dido, 
That  whylom  was  t^e  wyf  of  Sitheo,  toQ5 
That  fairer  was  then  is  the  brightesonne, 
This  noble  toun  of  Cartage  hath  begonne ; 
In  which  she  regneth  in  so  greet  honour, 
That  she  was  holde  of  alia  queues  flour, 
Of  gentilesse,  of  freedom,  of  beautee ;  loio 
That  wel  was  him  that  mighte  her  ones 

Of  kinges  and  of  lordes  so  deayred,      (89) 
That  al  the  world  her  beaute  hadde  y- 

fyred; 
She  stood  so  wel  in  every  wightes  grace. 
Whan  Eneas    was   come   un*to   that 

place,  1015 

Unto  the  maxster-temple  of  al  the  toun 
Ther  Dido  was  in  her  devooioun, 
Ful  prively  his  wey  than  hath  he  nome. 
Whan  he  was  in  the  large  temple  oome, 
I  can  nat  seyn  if  that  hit  be  possible,  loao 
But  Venus  hadde  him  maked  invisible — 
Thus  seith  the  book,  with-outen  any  lees. 
And  whan  this  Eneas  and  Achates    (100) 
Hadden  in  this  temple  been  over-al. 
Than  founde  they,  depeynted  on  a  wal. 
How  Troye  and  al  the  lend  destroyed  waa. 
'Alias !  that  I  was  bom,*  quod  Eneas,  ttay 
'  Through-out  the  world  our  shame  is  kid 

BO  wyde. 
Now  it  is  peynted  upon  eveiy  syde ! 
We,  that  weren  in  prosperitee,  1030 

Be  now  disslaundred,  and  inswich  degree. 
No  lenger  for  to  liven  I  ne  kepe  !  * 
And,  with  that  worde,  he  brast  out  for  to 

wepe  (no) 
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So   tendrely,    that    ronthe   hit  was    to 

sene. 
This  fresshe  lady,  of  the  citee  qaene,  1035 
Stood  in  the  temple,  in  her  eetat  royal, 
60  richely,  and  eek  so  £ur  with-al, 
So  yong,  so  laity,  with  her  eyen  glade, 
That,  if  that  god,  that  heven  and  erthe 

made, 
Wolde  han  a  love,  for  beaate  and  good- 
nesse,  1040 

And  womanhod,  and  tronthe,  and  seemli- 

nease, 
Whom  sholde  he  loven  but   this   lady 

Bwete? 
There  nis  no  womznan  to  him  half  so 
mete.  (lao) 

Fortune,  that  hath  the  world  in  govem- 
annoe, 
Hath   sodeinly   broght    in    so  newe  a 
chaunce,  1045 

That  never  was  ther  yit  so  fremd  a  cas. 
For  al  the  companye  of  Eneas, 
Which  that  he  wende  han  loren  in  the 

see, 
Aryved  is,  nat  f er  fro  that  oitee ; 
^r  which,  the  grettest  of  his  lordessome 
By  aventure  ben  to  the  citee  come,      1051 
Unto  that  same  temple,  for  to  soke 
The  qoene,  and  of  her  sooour  her  beaeke ; 
Swich  renoun  was  ther  spronge  of  her 
goodnease.  (131) 

And,  whan  they  hadden  told  al  hir  dis- 
tresse,  1055 

And  al  hir  tempest  and  hir  harde  cas, 
Unto  the  queue  appered  Eneas, 
And  openly  beknew  that  hit  was  he. 
Who  hadde  joye  than  but  his  meynee. 
That  hadden  founds  hir  lord,  hir  gover- 
nour  ?  1060 

The  queue  law  they  dide  him  swich 
honour. 
And  had  herd  ofte  of  Eneas,  er  tho, 
And  in  her  herte  she  hadde  routhe  and 
wo  (140) 

That  ever  swich  a  noble  man  as  he 
Shal  been  disherited  in  swich  degree;  1065 
And  saw  the  man,  that  he  was  lyk  a 

knight. 
And  sufBsaimt  of  persone  and  of  might, 
And  lyk  to  been  a  yer^y  gentil  man ; 
And  wel  his  wordes  he  besette  can. 


And  had  a  noble  visage  for  the  nones,  1070 
And  iormed  wel  of  braunes  and  of  bonea 
For,  after  Venus,  hadde  he  swioh  fair^ 


That  no  man  might  be  half  so  fair,  I 

geaae.  (150) 

And  wel  a  lord  he  semed  for  to  be. 
And,  for  he  was  a  straunger,  somwhat 

she  1075 

Lyked  him  the  bet,  as,  god  do  bote, 
To  som  folk  ofbe  newe  thing  is  swote. 
Anoon  her  herte  hath  pitee  of  his  wo. 
And,  with  that  pitee,  love  com  in  also ; 
And  thus,  for  pitee  and  for  gentilease,  1080 
Befresshed  moete  he  been  of  his  distrease. 
She  seide,  certes,  that  she  sory  was 
That  he  hath  had  swioh  peril  and  swioh 

cas  ,•  (160) 

And,  in  her  frendly  speohe,  in  this  manere 
She  to  him  spak,  and  seide  as  ye  may 

hercC  10S5 

*  Be  ye  nat  Venus  sone  and  Anchises  ? 
In  good  feith,  al  the  worship  and  enorees 
That  I  may  goodly  doon  yow,  ye  shul 

have. 
Your  ehippes  and  your  meynee  shal  I 

save;' 
And  many  a  gentil  word  she  spak  him  to ; 
And  comaunded  her  meesageres  go     1091 
The  same  day,  with-outen  any  fkile. 
His  shippes  for  to  soke,  and  hem  vitaile. 
She  many  abeste  to  the  shippes  sente,  (171) 
And  with  the  wyn  she  gan  hem  to  pre- 

sente ;  1095 

And  to  her  royal  paleys  she  her  spedde. 
And  Eneas  alwey  with  her  she  ledde. 
What  nedeth  yow  the  feste  to  descryve  ? 
He  never  beter  at  ese  was  his  lyve. 
Ful  was  the  feste  of  deyntees  and  rioh- 

esse,  iioo 

Of  instruments,  of  song,  and  of  gladnesse, 

And  many  an  amorous  poking  and  devys. 

This  Eneas  is  oome  to  Paradys        (iSoi 

Out  of  the  swolow  of  helle,  and  thus  in 

joye  1x04 

Bemembreth  him  of  his  estat  in  Troye. 
To  daunoing-ohambres  ful  of  iMtrements, 
Of  riche  beddes,  and  of  ornaments, 
This  Eneas  is  lad,  after  the  mete. 
And  with  the  queue  whan  that  he  had 

sete, 
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And  spjrces  parted,  and  the  wyn  agoon, 
Untohischambreswaaheladanoon    itii 
To  take  his  eae  and  for  to  have  his  reste. 
With  al  his  folk,  to  doon  what  so  hem 

leste.  (190) 

Ther  nas  ooorsere  wel  y-biydled  noon, 
Ne  stede,  for  the  justing  wel  to  goon,  11 15 
Ne  large  palfrey,  esy  for  the  nones, 
Ne  jawel,  fretted  fnl  of  riche  stones, 
Ne  sakkes  fol  of  gold,  of  laige  wighte, 
Ne  rabj  noon,  that  shynede  by  nighte, 
Ne  gentil  haatein  fanoon  heronere,     iiao 
Ne  hound,  for  hert  or  wilde    boor    or 

dere, 
Ne  conpe  of  gold,  with  florins  newe  y-bete. 
That  in  the  lond  of  Libie  may  be  gete, 
That  Dido  ne  hath  hit  Eneas  y-sent ;  (aoi) 
And  al  is  payed,  what  that  he  hath  spent. 
Thus  can  this  f  noble  quene  her  gestes 

calle,  1 126 

As  she  that  can  in  freedom  passen  alle. 

Eneas  sothly  eek,  with-onten  lees, 
Hath  sent  nn-to  his  shippe,  by  Achates, 
After  his  sons,  and  after  riche  thinges, 
Both  ceptre,  clothes,  broohes,  and  eek 

ringes,  1131 

8om  for  to  were,  and  som  for  to  presente 
To  her,  that  all  thise  noble  thinges  him 

sente ;  {310) 

And  bad  his  sons,  how  that  he  sholde 

make 
The  presenting,  and  to  the  quene  hit 

take.  1 135 

Bepaired  is  this  Achates  again, 
And  Eneas  fol  blisful  is  and  fain 
To  seen  his  yonge  sone  Asoanin& 
But  natheles,  our  autour  telleth  us, 
That  Capido,  that  is  the  god  of  love,   1140 
At  prey  ere  of  his  moder,  hye  above, 
Hadde  the  lyknes  of  the  child  y-take, 
This  noble  quene  enamoured  to  make  (aao) 
On  Eneas ;  but,  4s  of  that  scripture. 
Be  as  be  may,  I  make  of  hit  no  cure,    x  145 
But  sooth  is  this,  the  quene  hath  mad 

swich  chere 
Un-to  this  child,  that  wonder  is  to  here ; 
And  of  the  present  that  his  fader  sente 
She  thanked  him  Ail  ofte,  in  good  entente. 
Thus  is  this  quene  in  plesaunoe  and  in 

joye,  1 150 

With  al  this  newe  luBty  folk  of  Tr^ye. 


And  of  the  dedes  hath   she   more  en- 

quered 
Of  Eneas,  and  al  the  story  lered  (230) 

Of  Troye;  and  al  the  longe  day  they 

tweye 
Entendeden  to  speken  and  to  pleye ;     1 155 
Of  which  ther  gan  to  breden  swich  a  fyr. 
That  sely  Dido  hath  now  swich  dessrr 
With  Eneas,  her  newe  gest,  to  dele, 
That  she  hath  lost  her  hewe,  and  eek  her 

hele. 
Now  to  th^effect,  now  to  the  fruit  of  al,  1 160 
Why  I  have  told  this  story,  and  teUen 

shal. 
Thus  I  beginne  ;  hit  fil,  upon  a  night, 
When  that  the  mone  up-reysed  had  her 

light,  (a4o) 

This  noble  quene  un-to  her  reste  wente  ; 
She  ^keth  sore,  and  gan  her-self  tor- 

mente.  1165 

She  woketh,  walweth,  maketh  many  a 

brayd, 
As  doon  thise  loveres,  as  I  have  herd  sayd. 
And  at  the  laste,  unto  her  suster  Anne 
She  made  her  moon,  and  right  thus  spak 

she  thanne. 
*  Now,  dere  suster  mjm,  what  may  hit 

be  1170 

That  me  agasteth  in  my  dreme?'  quod 

she. 
'  This  ilke  Troyan  is  so  in  my  thoght, 
For   that    me   thinketh    he    is   so    wel 

y-wroght,  (350) 

And  eek  so  lykly  for  to  be  a  man. 
And  therwithal  so  mikel  good  he  can,  1175 
That  al  my  love  and  lyf  lyth  in  his  cure. 
Have  ye  not  herd  him  telle  his  aventnre? 
Now  oertes,  Anne,  if  that  ye  rede  hit  me, 
I  wolde  fain  to  him  y-wedded  be ;        1 179 
This  is  th'effeot ;  what  sholde  I  more  seye? 
In  him  lyth  al,  to  do  me  live  or  deye.' 
Her  suster  Anne,  as  she  that  ooude  her 

good, 
Seide  as  her  thoughte,  and  somdel  hit 

with-stood.  (a6o) 

But  her-of  was  so  long  a  sermoning. 
Hit  were  to  long  to  make  rehersing;   11815 
But  fynally,  hit   may  not   been   with- 

stonde ; 
Love  wol  love — ^for   no  wight  wol    hit 

wonde. 
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The  dawening  nx>-rist  out  of  the  eee ; 
This  amorotiaqaene  char^feth  her  zaeynee 
The  nettes  dreese,  and  sperea  brode  and 

kene ;  1190 

An  hunting  wol  this  lusty  fresshe  qnene ; 
So  priketh  her  this  newe  joly  "vro. 
To  hors  is  al  her  lusty  folk  y-go ;        (270) 
ITn-totheootirtthe  houndesheen  y-bzoght, 
And  np-on  oonisers,  swift  as  any  thoght, 
Her  jonge  knightes  hoven  al  abonte,   1 196 
And  of  her  wonunen  eek  an  huge  ronte. 
Up-on  a  thikke  palfrey,  paper-whyt, 
With  sadel  rede,  enbronded  with  delyt, 
Of  gold  the  barres  np-enbossed  hye,    1200 
Sit  Dido,  al  in  gold  and  perre  vrrye; 
And  she  is  fair,  as  is  the  brighte  morwe, 
That  heleth  seke  folk  of  nightes  sorwe.  (a8o) 

XJpKm  a  coarser,  startling  as  the  fyr, 
Men  mighte  tome  him  with  a  litel  wyr. 
Sit  Eneas,  lyk  Phebns  to  devyse ;        iao6 
So  was  he  fresshe  arayed  in  his  wyse. 
The  fbmy  biy del  with  the  bit  of  gold 
Qevemeth  he,  right   as   him-self  hath 

wold. 
And  forth  this  noble  qnene  thus  lat  I 

ryde  1210 

An  hunting,  with  this  Tn^yan  by  her  syde. 

The  herd  of  hertes  fotmden  is  anoon. 
With  *  hey !  go  bet !  piik  thou !  lat  goon, 

lat  goon  !  (390) 

Why  nil  the  leoon  oomen  or  the  here. 
That  I  mighte  ones  mete  him  with  this 

spere?'  1215 

Thus  seyn  thise  yonge  folk,  and  up  they 

kille 
Theae  f  hertes  wilde,  and  ban  hem  at  hir 

wille. 
Among  al   this   to^omblen   gan  the 

heven. 
Hie  thonder  rored  with  a  grisly  Steven ; 
Donn  com  the  rain,  with  hail  and  sleet 

so  iStfte,  1220 

With  hevenes  fyr,  that  hit  so  sore  agaste 
This  noble  qnene,  and  also  her  meynee, 
ThaAechof  hem  was  glad  a-wey  toflee.  (300) 
And  shortly,  fro  the  tempest  her  to  save. 
She  fledde  her-self  into  a  litel  cave,     1225 
And  with  her  wente  this  Eneas  alHK> ; 
I  ttoot,  with  hem  if  ther  wente  any  mo ; 
The  antoor  maketh  of  hit  no  mencionn. 
And  heer  began  the  depe  affeocioan 


Betwiz  hem  two;    this  was   the  firste 

morwe  1250 

Of  her  gladnease,  and  ginning  of  her 

sorwe. 
For  ther  hath  Eneas  y-kneled  so,       (309) 
And  told  her  al  his  herte,  and  al  his  wo, 
And  sworn  so  depe,  to  her  to  be  trewe, 
fVur  wele  or  wo,   and  ohannge   for  no 

newe,  1235 

And  as  a  fals  lover  so  wel  can  pleyne, 
That  sely  Dido  rewed  on  his  peyne, 
And  took  him  for  husband,  f  to  been  his 

wyf 
For  ever-mo,  whyl  that  hem  laste  lyf. 
And  after  this,  whan  that  the  tempest 

stente,  1240 

With  mirth  out  as  they  oomen,  hoom 

they  wente. 
The  wikked  fame  up  roos,  and  that 

anon,  (319) 

How  Eness  hath  with  the  queue  y-gon 
In-to  the  cave ;  and  demed  as  hem  liste  ; 
And  whim  the  king,  that  Yarbas  hight, 

hit  wiste,  1245 

As  he  that  had  her  loved  ever  his  lyf. 
And  wowed  her,  to  have  her  to  his  wyf, 
Swich  sorwe  as  he  hath  maked,  and  swich 

ohere. 
Hit  is  a  routhe  and  pitee  for  to  here. 
Bat,  as  in  love,  al-day  hit  happeth  so,  1250 
That  oon  shal  laughen  at  anothers  wo ; 
Now  laugheth  Eneas,  and  is  in  joye 
And  more  richesse  than  ever  he  was  in 

Troye.  (330) 

O  sely  womman,  fhl  of  innocence,   1254 
Ful  of  pitee,  of  trouthe,  and  conscience. 
What  maked  yow  to  men  to  tmsten  so? 
Have  ye  swich  routhe  upon  hir  feined  wo, 
And   ban   swich   olde   ensamples    yow 

beforn? 
See  ye  nat  aUe,  how  they  been  for-swom  ? 
Wher  see  ye  oon,  that  he  ne  hath  laft  his 

leef,  1260 

Or  been  unkinde,  or  doon  hir  som  mis- 

cheef. 
Or  pilled  her,  or  hosted  of  his  dede  ?  (339) 
Te  may  as  wel  hit  seen,  as  ye  may  rede ; 
Tak  heed  now  of  this  grete  gentil-man. 
This  Troyan,  that  so  wel  her  plesen  can, 
That  feineth  him  so  trewe  and  obeisiag, 
So  gentil  and  so  privy  of  his  doing,     1267 
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And  can  bo  wel  doon  alio  his  obeisatmoei, 
And  -waiten  her  at  festes  and  at  dannces, 
And  when  she  goth  to  temple  and  hoom 

ageyn,  1270 

And  fasten  tU  he  hath  his  lady  seyn, 
And  here  in  his  devsrsea,  for  her  sake, 
Noot  I  nat  what ;  and  songes  wolde  he 

make,  (350) 

Jnsten,  and  doon  of  armes  many  thinges, 
Sende  her  lettres,  tokens,  broohes,  ringes— 
Now  herkneth,  how  he  shal  his   lady 

serve !  1276 

Ther-as  he  was  in  peril  for  to  sterve 
For  hanger,   and  for  miacheef   in  the 

And  deaolat,  and  fled  from  his  oontree, 
And  al  his  folk  with  tempest  alto-driv«n. 
She  hath  her  body  and  eek  her  xeame 

yiven  1281 

In-to  his  hond,  ther-as  she  mighte  have 

been 
Of  other  lond  than  of  Cartage  a  queen, 
And  lived  in  joye  y-nogh  ;  what  wolde  ye 

more?  (361) 

This  Eneas,  that  hath  so  depe  y-swore, 
Is  wery  of  his  craft  with-in  a  throwe ;  ia86 
The  bote  emest  is  al  over-blowe. 
And  prively  he  doth  his  shippes  dighte, 
And  shapeth  him  to  stele  a-wey  by  nighte. 
This  Dido  hath  sospecionn  of  this,  1290 
And  thonghte  wel,  that  hit  was  al  a-mis; 
For  in  his  bedde  he  lyth  a-night  and 

syketh ; 
She  asketh  him  anoon,  what  him  mis- 

lyketh —  (370) 

*■  Hy  dere  herte,  which  that  I  love  moat?' 

*■  Certes,'  qnod  he,  *  this  night  my  fiidres 

gost  1J95 

Hath  in  my  sleep  so  sore  me  tormented, 
And  eek  Mercnrle  his  message  hath  pre- 
sented, 
That  nedes  to  the  conquest  of  Itaile 
My  destinee  is  sone  for  to  saile ; 
For  which,  me  thinketh,  brosten  is  myn 

herte ! '  1300 

Ther-with  his  false  teres  oat  th^  sterte ; 
And  taketh  her  with-in  his  armes  two. 
'  Is  that  in  emest,*  quod  she ;  *  wil  ye 

so?  (380) 

Have  ye  nat  sworn  to  wyve  me  to  take, 
Alas !  what  ¥n>nunan  wil  ye  of  me  make? 


I  am  a  gentil-woman  and  a  queen,  1306 
Te  wil  nat  fro  yonr  wyf  thus  foule  fleen  ? 
That  I  was  bom  I  alias  I  what  shal  I  do?' 
To  telle  in  short,  this  noble  queen  Dido, 
She  seketh  halwes,  and  doth  sacrifyse ; 
She  kneleth,  oxyeth,  that  routhe  is  to 

devyse;  1311 

Conjoreth  him,  and  proftreth  him  to  be 
His  thral,  his  servant  in  the  leste  gree ; 
She  falleth  him  to  fote,  and  swowneth 

there  (391) 

Dischevele,  with  her  brig^te  gilte  here, 
And  seith,   'have  mercy!  let  me  with 

yowiydel-  1316 

Thise  lordes,  which  that  wonen  me  be«yde 
Wil  me  destxoyen  only  for  yoar  sake. 
And,  so  ye  wil  me  now  to  wyve  take, 
As  ye  ban  sworn,  than  wed  I  yive  yow 

leve  1320 

To  sleen  me  with  your  swerd  now  sone  at 

eve! 
For  than  yit  shal  I  dyen  as  your  wyf. 
I  am  with  ohilde,  and  yive  my  child  his 

lyf.  (400) 

ICexcy,  lord  i  have  pite  in  your  thoght !  * 
But  al  this  thing  availeth  her  right  noght ; 
For  on  a  night,  slepinge,  he  let  her  lye, 
And  stal  a-wey  un-to  his  companye,    13^ 
And,  as  a  traitour,  forth  he  gan  to  saile 
Toward  the  large  oontree  of  Itaile. 
Thus  hath  he  laft  Dido  in  wo  and  pyne ; 
And  wedded  ther  a  lady  hig:ht  Lavyne. 
A  cloth  he  lafte,  and  eek  his  swerd 

Btonding,  (409)  1332 

Whan  he  ^  Dido  stal  in  her  sloping. 
Bight  at  her  beddes  heed,  so  gan  he  hye 
Whan  that  he  stal  »>wey  to  his  navye ; 
Which  cloth,  whan  sely  Dido  gan  awake. 
She  hath  hit  kist  Ail  ofte  for  his  sake ; 
, And  seide,   *  O  cloth,  wh^  Jupitar  fait 

leste, 
Tak  now  my  soule,  unbind  me  of  this 

unreste!  1339 

I  have  fulflld  of  fortune  al  the  oooxs.* 
And  thus,  alias !  with-outen  his  soooozs, 
Twenty  tyme  y>«wowned  hath  she  thaane. 
And,  whan  that  she  un*to  her  suster 

Anne  (4x>) 

Compleyned  had,  of  which  I  may  nat 

wiyte—  1344 

So  greet  a  routhe  I  have  hit  for  t*endyt*— 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


tii  Bt^tni  of  1^^«ip;fe  anb  (niebea. 


377 


And  bad  her  norioe  and  her  Buster  goon 
To  fdoohen  fyr  and  other  thing  anoon, 
And  seide,  that  she  wolde  sacriiye. 
And,  whan  she  mighte   her  tisnotie  Trel 

espye, 
Up-on  the  fyr  of  saorifys  she  sterte,    1351) 
And  with  his  swerd  die  roof  her  to  the 
herte. 
Bnt,  as  mjn  antoar  seith,  right  thus 
she  seyde ;  (4^) 

Or  she  was  hurt,  before  that  she  deyde, 
She  wxoot  a  lettre  anoon,  that  thus  be- 
gan-- 
*■  Right  so,'  qnod  she,  *  as  that  the  whyte 
swan  1355 

Ayeins  his  deeth  beginneth  for  to  singe, 
Rig^ht  so  to  yow  make  I  my  oompleyninge. 


Nat  Uiat  I  trowe  to  geten  yow  again, 
For  wel  I  woot  that  it  is  al  in  vain. 
Sin  that  the  goddes  been  oontraire  to  me. 
Bnt  sin  my  name  is  lost  through  yow,' 

qnod  she,  1361 

'  I  may  wel  lese  a  word  on  yow,  or  letter, 
Al-be-it  that  I  shal  be  never  the  better ; 
For  thilke  wind   that  blew  your   ship 

apwey,  (441) 

The  same  wind  hath  blowe  a-wey  your 

fey/—  1365 

Bnt  who   wol  al  this  letter  have  in 

minde, 
Rede  Ovide,  and  in  him  he  shal  hit  finde. 

EaeplicU  Legenda  Didonia  Martirity 
Cartaginis  regifie. 


IV.   THE  LEGEND  OF  HYPSIPYLE  AND  MEDEA. 


Ind^  Legenda  THphUe  et  Medee, 

MfCLTtlTUtn. 

Past  I.  Thx  Lboevd  of  Htpsiptlx. 

Thou  rote  of  false  lovers,  dak  Jasoon ! 
Thou  sly  devoorer  and  oonAisionn 
Of  gentil-wommen,  tender  oreatnres,  1370 
Thon  madest  thy  reulaiming  and   thy 

lures 
To  ladies  of  thy  statly  apparaunoe. 
And  of  thy  wordes,  fitfced  with  plesaunce, 
And    of  thy   feyned  trouthe    and    thy 

manere, 
With  thyn  obeisaunce  and  thy  humble 

ohero,  (8)  1375 

And  with  thy  counterfeted  peyne  and  wo. 
Ther  other  fiilsen  oon,  thou  wisest  two ! 
O  !  ofte  swore  thou  that  thou  woldest  dye 
For  love,  whan  thou  ne  feltest  maladye 
Save  foul  delyt,  which  that  thou  caUest 

love  1  1380 

If  that  I  live,  thy  name  shal  be  shove 
In  Bnglish,  that  thy  sleighte  shal  be 

knowel 
Have  at  thee,  Jasoun  I  now  thyn  horn  is 

blowe  I 
But  oertes,  hit  is  bothe  routhe  and  wo 
That  love  with  fklse  loveres  werketh  so ; 


For  they  shul  have  wel  better  love  and 
ohere  13S6 

Than  he  that  hath  aboght  his  love  fbl 
dere,  (20) 

Or  had  in  axmes  many  a  blody  box. 

For  ever  as  tendre  a  capoun  et  the  fox, 

Thogh  he  be  &ls  and  hath  the  foul  be- 
trayed, 1390 

As  shal  the  good-man  that  ther-for  hath 
payed; 

Al  have  he  to  the  capoun  skille  and 
right, 

The  false  fox  wol  have  his  part  at  night. 

On  Jasoim  this  ensample  is  wel  y-eene 

By  Isiphile  and  Medea  the  queue.  1395 
In  Tessalye,  as  Guide  telleth  us, 

Ther  was  a  king  that  highte  Pelleus,  (30) 

That  had  a  brother,  which  that  highte 
Eson; 

And,  whan  for  age  he  mighte  unnethes 

He  yaf  to  Pelleus  the  governing  1400 

Of  al  his  regno,  and  made  him  lord  and 

king. 
Of  which  Eson  this  Jasoun  geten  was, 
That,  in  his  l^me,  in  al  that  lond,  ther  nas 
Nat  swioh  a  famous  knight  of  gentileese, 
Of  freedom,  and  of  strengthe  and  lusti- 

nesse.  1405 
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After  his  fibder  deeth,  he  bar  him  so    (39) 
That  ther  nas  noon  that  liste  been  his  fo, 
But  dide  him  al  honour  and  companje  ; 
Of  which  this  Pelleus  hath  ipreet  envye, 
Imagining  that  Jasoun  mighte  be       14 10 
Enhaunsed  so,  and  put  in  swich  degree 
With  love  of  lordes  ot  his  regioun, 
That  from  his  regno  he  may  be  put  adonn. 
And  in  his  wit,  Sr-night,  compassed  he 
How  Jasoun  mighte  best  destroyed  be  1415 
Withoute  slaunder  of  his  oompasment. 
And  at  the  laste  he  took  avisement      (50) 
To  senden  him  in-to  som  fer  contree 
Ther  as  this  Jasoun  may  destroyed  be. 
This  was  hi^wit ;  al  made  he  to  Jasoun 
Qret  chere  of  love  and  of  aifeccioun,  1421 
For  drede  lest  his  lordes  hit  espyde. 
So  fil  hit  Bo^  as  fame  renneth  wyde, 
Ther  was  swich  tyding  over^  and  swich 

los, 
That  in  an  yle  that  called  was  Colcos,  1425 
Beyonde  Troye,  estward  in  the  see, 
That  ther-in  was  a  ram,  that  men  mighte 

see,  (60) 

That  had  a  flees  of  gold,  that  shoon  so 

brighte, 
That  no-wher  was  ther  swich  an-other 

sighte ;  1429 

But  hit  was  kept  alway  with  a  dragonn, 
And  many  othere  merveils,  up  and  doun. 
And  with  two  boles,  maked  al  of  bras, 
That  spitten  fsrr,  and  moche  thing  ther 

was. 
But  this  was  eek  the  tale,  nathelees. 
That  who-80  wolde  winne  thilke  flees,  1435 
He  moste  bothe,  or  he  hit  winne  mi^te. 
With  the  boles  and  the  dragoun  flghte ; 
And  king  Oetes  lord  was  of  that  yle.    (71) 
This  PeUeus  bethoghte  upon  this  wyle  ; 
That  he  his  nevew  Jasoun  wolde  enhorte 
To  sailen  to  that  lond,  him  to  disporte, 
And  seide, '  Nevew,  if  hit  mighte  be 
That  swich  a  worsliip  mighte  fallen  thee, 
That  thou  this  famous  tresor  mightest 

winne,  1444 

And  bringen  hit  my  regioun  with-inne. 
Hit  were  to  me  gret  plesaunceand  honour ; 
Than  were  I  holde  to  qoyte  thy  labour.  (80) 
And  al  the  cost  I  wol  my-selven  make  ; 
And  chees  what  folk  that  thou  wilt  with 

thee  take ;  1449 


Lat  see  now,  darstow  taken  this  viago?' 
Jasoun  was  yong,  and  lusty  of  oomge. 
And  understock  to  doon  this  like  em* 
pxyae. 

Anoon  Argus  his  shippes  gan  devyse ; 
With  Jasoun  wente  the  strcmge  Eroulos, 
And  many  an-other  that  he  with  him 
chees.  1455 

But  who-so  axeth  who  is  with  him  gon, 
Lat  him  go  reden  Argonautioon,  (90) 

For  he  wol  telle  a  tale  long  y-now. 
Philotetes  anoon  the  sail  npnlrow, 
Whan  that  the  wind  was  good,  and  gan 
him  hye  14^ 

Out  of  his  contree  called  Tessalye. 
So  long  he  sailed  in  the  salte  see 
Til  in  the  yle  f  Lemnonn  azyved  he — 
Al  be  this  nat  rehersed  of  G-uido, 
Yet  seiih  Ovyde  in  his  Epistles  so—  1465 
And  of  this  yle  lady  was  and  queue 
The  faire  yonge  Isiphilee,  the  shene,  (100) 
That  whylom  Thoes    doghter  was,   the 
king. 

Isiphilee  was  goon  in  her  playing ;  1469 
And,  roming  on  the  clyves  by  the  see, 
Under  a  banke  anoon  espyed  she 
Wher  that  the  ship  of  Jasoun  gan  aryve. 
Of  her  goodnesse  adoun  she  sendeth  blyve 
To  witenyif  that  any  straunge  wight  1474 
With  tempest  thiderwere  y-Uowe  a-night, 
To  doon  him  sooour ;  as  was  her  usannoe 
To  forthren  every  wight,  and  doon  pie- 
saunoe  (no) 

Of  veray  bountee  and  of  ourtesye. 

This  messagere  adoun  him  gan  to  hye. 
And  fond  Jasoun,  and  Eronles  alao^   1480 
That  in  a  oogge  to  londe  were  y-go 
Hem  to  refresshen  and  to  take  the  eyr. 
The  morwening  atempre  was  and  £sir ; 
And  in  his  wey  the  messagere  hem  mette. 
Ful  cunningly  thise  lordes  two  he  grette, 
And  dide  his  message,  axing  hem  anoon 
Yif  they  were  broken,  or  oght  wo  begoon, 
Or  hadde  nede  of  lodesmen  or  vitaile ;  (12 1) 
For  of  sooour  they  shulde  no-thin^  £dlo. 
For  hit  was  utterly  the  queues  wille.  1490 

Jasoun  answerde,  mekely  and  stille, 
'  ^  lady,'  quod  he,  *  thanke  I  hertely 
Of  hir  goodnesse ;  us  nedeth,  trewely, 
Northing  as  now,  but  that  we  wery  be, 
And  come  for  to  pleye,  out  of  the  see,  1495 
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Til  that  the  wind  be  better  in  our  weye.' 

Thisladyromethbytheolif  topleye,  (130) 

With  her  meyneey  endelong  the  stronde, 

And  fynt  this  Jaeoon  and  this   other 

fltoode,  1499 

In  spekin^  of  this  thing,  as  I  yow  tolde. 

This  Ercoles  and  Jasoon  gan  beholde 
How  that  the  qnene  hit  was,  and  faire 

her  grette 
Anon-right  as  thej  with  this  lady  niette ; 
And  she  took  heed,  and  knew,  by  hir 

manere, 
By  hir  aray,  by  wordes  and  by  ohere,  1505 
That  hit  were  gentil>men,  of  greet  degree^ 
And  to  the  castel  with  her  ledeth  she 
Thise  strannge  folk,  and  doth  hem  greet 

honour,  (141) 

And  azeth  hem  of  travail  and  labour 
That  they  ban  soffred  in  the  salte  see ;  1510 
So  that,  within  a  day,  or  two,  or  three, 
She  knew,  by  folk  that  in  his  shippes  be. 
That  hit  was  Jasoon,  tdX  of  renomee, 
And  Ercnles,  t&at  had  the  grete  los,  1514 
That  soghten  the  aventnres  of  Ck>lcos ; 
And  dide  hem  honour  more  then  before. 
And  with  hem  deled  ever  longer   the 

more,  (150) 

For  they  ben  worthy  folk,  with-outen  lees. 
And  namely,  most  she  spak  with  Eroules; 
To  him  her  herte  bar,  he  sholde  be     1530 
Sad,  wys,  and  trewe,  of  wordes  avisee, 
With-oaten  any  other  affeooioun 
Of  love,  or  evil  imaginaoioun.  . 

This  Ercules  hath  so  this  Jasounpre3^8ed, 
That  to   the    sonne   he   hath   him    up 

areysed,  15^5 

That  half  so  trewe  a  man  ther  nas  of  love 
Under  the  cope  of  heven  that  is  above ; 
And  he  was  wys,    hardy,    seoree,    and 

liohe. —  (161) 

Of  thise  three  pointes  ther  nas  noon  him 

liche; 
Of  freedom  passed  he,  and  lusUhede,  1550 
Alle  tho  that  liven  or  ben  dede ; 
Ther-to  so  greet  a  gentil-man  was  he, 
And  of  Tessalie  lykly  king  to  be. 
Ther  nas  no  lak,  but  that  he  was  agast 
To  love,  and  for  to  spoke  shamefask    1535 
He  hadde  lever  him-self  to  mordre,  and 

dye  (169) 

Than  that  men  shuldea  lover  him  espye : — 


*  As  wolde  almighty  god  that  I  had  yive 
My  blood  and  flesh,  so  that  I  mighte  live, 
With  the  nones  that  he  hadde  o-wher 

a  wyf  1540 

For  his  estat ;  for  swioh  a  lusty  lyf 
She  sholde  lede  with  this  lusty  knight ! ' 
And  al  this  was   compassed  on    the 

night 
Betvnze  him  Jasonn  and  this  Eroules. 
Of  thise  two  heer  was  mad  a  shrewed  lees 
To  come  to  hous  up<m  an  innooent ;    1546 
For  to  be-dote  this  queen  was  hir  assent. 
And  Jasoun  is  as  coy  as  is  a  maide,    (181) 
He  loketh  pitously,  but  noght  he  saide. 
But  fraly  yaf  he  to  her  oonseileres      1550 
Yiffces  grete,  and  to  her  offloerea 
As  wolde  god  I  leiser  hadde,  and  tyme, 
By  prooes  al  his  wowing  for  to  ryme. 
But  in  this  hous  if  any  fals  lover  be. 
Bight  as  him-self  now  doth,  right  so  dide 

liei  »555 

With  feyning  and  with  every  sotil  dede. 

Ye  gete  no  more  of  me,  but  ye  wil  rede 

Th'original,  that  telleth  al  the  cas.    (191) 

The  somme  is  this,  that  Jasoon  wedded 

was 
Unto  this  queue,  and  took  of  her  sub- 

stannoe  1560 

What-so  him  liste,  unto  his  purveyaunce ; 
And  upon  her  begat  he  children  two, 
And  drow  his  sail,  and  saw  her  never-mo. 

A  lettre  sente  she  to  him  certein. 
Which  were  to  long  to  wryten  and  to 

sein,  1565 

And  him  repreveth  of  his  grete  untrouthe, 
And  preyeth  him  on  her  to  have  som 

routhe.  (300) 

And  of  his  children  two,  she  seide  him 

this. 
That  they  be  lyke,  of  alle  thing,  y-wis, 
To  Jasoun,  save  they  ooude  nat  begyle ; 
And  preyed  god,  or  hit  were  longe  whyle. 
That  she,  that  had  his  herte  y-raft  her  f^, 
Moste  flnden  him  to  her  untrowe  al-so. 
And  that  she  moste  bothe  her  children 

spille,  1574 

And  alle  tho  that  suffireth  him  his  wille. 
And  trew  to  Jasoun  was  she  al  her  lyf, 
And  ever  kepte  her  ohast,  as  for  his  wyf ; 
Ne  never  had  she  joye  at  her  herte,    (31 1) 
But  dyed,  for  his  love,  of  sorwes  smerte. 
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To  G0I008  oomen  k  this  dnk  Jaaouxif 
That  is  of  love  devonrer  and  dragoim.  1581 
As  matere  appetyieth  forme  al-wey, 
And  from  forme  in-to  forme  hit  jnaoen 

may, 
Or  as  a  welle  that  -were  botomlees, 
Bi^ht  so  can  fals  Jasonn  have  no  pee& 
For,  to  desyren,  through  his  appetyt,  1586 
To  doon  with  gentil  wommen  his  delyt. 
This  is  his  lost  and  his  felicitee.  (331) 

Jasonn  is  romed  forth  to  the  oitee, 
That  whylom  deped  was  Jaoonitoe,    1590 
That  was  the  maister-toan  of  al  Colcos, 
And  hath  y-told  the  canse  of  his  coming 
Un-to  Oetes,  of  that  contre  king. 
Preying   him    that  he  moste  doon  his 
assay  1594 

To  gete  the  flees  of  gold,  if  that  he  may; 
Of  which  the  king  assenteth  to  his  bone, 
And  doth  him  hononr,  as  hit  is  to  done, 
So  ferforth,  that  his  doghter  and  his  eyr, 
Medea,  which  that  was  so  wys  and  fair 
That  fairer  saw  ther  never  man  with  y6, 
He  made  her  doon  to  Jasoun  companye 
At  mete,  and  sitte  by  him  in  the  halle. 

Now  was  Jasonn  a  semely  man  with- 
aUe,  (236) 

And  lyk  a  lord,  and  had  a  greet  renonn. 
And  of  his  loke  as  real  as  leonn,  1605 

And  goodly  of  his  speche,  and  famnlere. 
And  conde  of  love  al  crafb  and  art  plenere 
With-oate  boke,  with  everioh  obeervannoe. 
And,  as  fortune  her  oghte  a  fonl  mes- 

channoe. 
She  wex  enamoured  upon  this  man.    x6io 

'  Jasonn,'  qnod  she,  *  for  onght  I  see  or 
can. 
As  of  this  thing  the  which  ye  been  abonte, 
Ye  han  yonr-self  y-put  in  moche  donte. 
For,  wh6-8o  wol  tiiis  aventure  acheve, 
He  may  nat  wel  asterten,  as  I  leve,     1615 
With-onten  deeth,  but  I  his  helpe  be.  (349) 
But  natheles,  hit  is  my  wiUe,*  qnod  she, 
'  To  forthren  yow,  so  that  ye  shal  nat  dye, 
Bat  tomen,  sound,  hoom  to  your  Teasalye.' 

*  Ky  righte  lady,'  quod  this  Jasoun  tho, 
*  That  ye  han  of  my  dethe  or  of  my  wo 
Any  reward,  and  doon  me  this  honour, 
I  wot  wel  that  my  might  ne  my  labour 


May  nat  deserve  hit  in  my  lyves  day ;  1624 
Gk>d  thanke  yow,  ther  I  ne  can  ne  may. 
Your  man  am  I,  and  lowly  you  beseche. 
To  been  my  help,  with-oute  more  speche ; 
But   oertea,  for   my  deeth   shal  I  nat 

spare.'  (a6i) 

Tho  gan  this  Medea  to  him  declare 
The  peril  of  this  cas,  fro  point  to  jMnnt, 
And  of  his  batail,  and  in  what  disjoint 
He  mote  stande,  of  which  no  creature. 
Save  only  she,  ne  mighte  his  lyf  assure. 
And  shortly,  to  the  point  right  for  to  go. 
They  been  accorded  ful,  betwix  hem  two, 
That  Jasoun  shal  her  wedde,  as  trewe 

knight ;  1636 

And  term  y-set,  to  come  sone  at  night  (370) 
Unto  her  chambre,  and  make  ther  his 

ooth, 
Upon  the  goddes,  that  he,  for  leef  ne 

looth,  1659 

Ne  sholde  her  never  falsen,  night  ne  day, 
To  been  her  husbond,  wh^^l  he  liven  may. 
As  she  that  from  his  deeth  him  saved 

here. 
And  her-upon,  at  night  they  mette  y-fere. 
And  dotii  his  ooth,  and  goth  with  her  to 

bedde.  1644. 

And  on  the  morwe,  upward  he  him  spedde; 
For  she  hath  taught  him  how  he  shal 

nat  faile  (279) 

The  flees  to  winne,  and  stinten  his  batatle ; 
And  saved  him  his  lyf  and  his  honour  ; 
And  gat  him  greet  name  as  a  oonquerour 
Bight  through   the  sleight  of  her  en- 

ohantement.  1650 

Now  hath  Jasoun  the  flees,  and  hoom 

is  went 
With  Medea,  and  tresor  tal  gret  woon. 
But  unwist  of  her  fader  is  she  goon 
To  Tessaly,  with  duk  Jasoun  her  leef, 
That  afterward  hath  broght  her  to  mea- 

cheef.  1655 

For  as  a  traitour  he  is  from  her  go. 
And  with  her  lafte  his  yonge  children 

two,  (ago) 

And  falsly  hath  betrayed  her,  alias ! 
And  ever  in  love  a  cheef  traitour  he  was ; 
And  wedded  yit  the  thridde  wyf  anon,x66o 
That  was  the  doghter  of  the  king  Creon. 

This  is  the  meed  of  loving  and  guerdonn 
That  Medea  received  of  Jasoun 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Z^  St^tnl  of  JSucre^A. 


381 


Bi^ht  for  her  troathe  and  for  her  kinde- 

nene, 
That  loyed  him  better  than  her-seU;  I 

geese,  1665 

And  lafte  her  fitder  and  her  heritage. 
And  of  Jaeonn  this  is  the  vassalage,  (300) 
lliat,  in  his  dayes,  nas  ther  noon  y-foonde 
So  fals  a  lover  going  on  the  gronnde. 
And    therfor    in    her  lettre    thus    she 

s^yde  1670 

First,  whan  she  of  his  fialsnesse  him  nm- 

hreyde, 
*  Why  lyked  me  thy  yelow  heer  to  see 
More  then  the  bonndes  of  myn  honestee, 


Why  lyked  me  thy  yonthe  and  thy  fair- 


And  of  thy  tonge  the  infinit  graoioos- 
nesse?  1675 

O,  haddest  thou  in  thy  oonqnest  deed 
y-be, 

Fal  mikel  untroathe  had  ther  dyed  with 

thee!*  ^  (310) 

Wei  can  Ovyde  her  lettre  in  vers  endyte. 

Which  were  as  now  to  long  for  me  to 

wjtjrle. 

EaopUcU  Legenda  YriphUe  et  Medee, 
Martirum. 


V.  THE  LEGEND  OP  LUCEETIA. 


IntdpU  Legenda  Lucrecie  Some,  Xartiiris, 

Now  moot  I  B^yn  the  exiling  of  kinges 
Of  Borne,  for  hir  horrible  doinges,       1681 
And  of  the  laste  king  Taiqainins, 
As  saith  Ovyde  and  Titus  Livins. 
Bat  for  that  cause  telle  I  nat  this  storie. 
Bat  for  to  praise  and  drawen  to  memorie 
The  verray  wyf,  the  verray  trewe  Laoresse, 
That,  for  her  wyfhood  and  her  stedfast- 

nesse,  1687 

Nat  only  that  thise  payens  her  oomende, 
Bat  he,  that  doped  is  in  oar  legende  (10) 
The  grete  Aostin,  hath  greet   oompas- 

aioon  1690 

Of  this  Laoresse,  that  starf  at  Borne  toan ; 
And  in  what  wyse,  I  wol  bat  shortly  trete, 
And  of  this  thing  I  toache  bat  the  grete. 

Whan  Aidea  beseged  was  aboate 
With  Bomains,  that  fal  steme  were  and 

stoate,  1695 

Fal  longe  lay  the  sege,  and  litel  wroghte, 
So  that  they  were  half  ydel,  as   hem 

thoghte;  (18) 

And  in  his  pley  Tarqoinias  the  yonge 
Gan  for  to  jape,  for  he  was  light  of  tonge. 
And  seyde,  that  *•  it  was  an  ydel  lyf ;  1700 
Xo  man  did  ther  no  more  than  his  wyf ; 
And  lat  as  speke  of  wyves,  that  is  best ; 
Praise  every  man  his  owne,  as  him  lest, 
And  with  oar  speche  lat  as  ese  oar  herte.' 
A  knight,  that  highte   Colatyne,  ap 

sterte,  ^  17^5 


And  seyde  thas,  *  nay,  for  hit  is  no  nede 
To  trowen  on    the  word,  bat    on    the 

dede. 
I  have  a  wyf,*  qaod  he,  *  that,  as  I  trowe, 
Is  holden  good  of  alle  that  ever   her 

knowe ;  (30) 

GK>  we  to-night  to  Bome,  and  we  shal 

see.*  1710 

Tarqainios  answerde,  *that  lyketh  me.' 

To  Bome  be  they  oome,  and  faste  hem 

dighte 
To  Colatynee  hoos,  and  doan  they  lighte, 
T^urqainias,  and  eek  this  Colatyne. 
The  hasbond  knew  the  estres  wel  and 

fyne,  1715 

And  prively  into  the  hoas  they  goon  ; 
Nor  at  the  gate  porter  was  ther  noon  ; 
And  at  the  chambre-dore  they  abyde.  (39) 
This  noble  wyf  sat  by  her  beddes  syde 
IMsohevele,  for  no  malice  she  ne  thoghte  ; 
And  sofbe  wolle  oar  book  seith  that  she 

wroghte  1721 

To  kepen  her  fto  sloothe  and  ydelnesse  ; 
And  bad  her  servants  doon  hir  basinease. 
And  axeth  hem,  ^what  tydings  heren  ye? 
How  seith  men  of  the  sege,  how  shal  hit 

be?  1725 

Ghod  wolde  the  walles  weren  falls  adoan ; 
ICyn  hasbond  is  so  longe  oat  of  this  toan, 
For  which  the  dreed  doth  me  so  sore 

smerte. 
Bight  as  a  swerd  hit  stingeth  to  myn 

herte  (50) 
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Wh&n  I  think  on  the  sege  or  of  that  place ; 
God  save  my  lord,  I  preye  him  for  his 

giaoe :'—  1731 

And  ther-with-al  ful  tenderly  she  weep, 
And  of  her  werk  she  took  no  more  keep, 
But  mekely  she  leet  her  eyen  falle ; 
And  thilke  semblant  sat  her  wel  with-alle. 
And  eek  her  teres,  fol  of  honestee,      1736 
Kmbelisshed  her  -wyfly  chactitee ; 
Her  oonntenannce  i8.-to  her  herte  digne. 
For  they  acordeden  in  dede  and  signe.  (60) 
And  with  that  word  her  hnsbond  Colal^yn, 
Or  she  of  him  was  war,  com  sterting  in, 
And  seide,  'dreed  thee  noght,  for  I  am 

heret'  174a 

And  she  anoon  up  roos,  with  blisfol  chore, 
And  kiste  him,  as  of  wjrves  is  the  wane. 
Tarquinius,  this  proude  kinges  sone, 
Gonceiyed  hath   her   beautee   and   her 

chore,  1746 

Her  yelow  heer,  her  shap,  and  her  monere. 
Her  hew,  her  wordes  that  she  hath  o<Hn- 

pleyned, 
And  by  no  crafbe  her  beautee  nas  nat 

feyned;  (70) 

And  caughte  to  this  lady  swich  de^yr, 
That  in  his  herte  brende  as  any  fyr    1751 
So  woodly,  that  his  wit  was  al  forgeten. 
For  wel,  thoghte  he,  she  sholde  nat  be 

geten; 
And  ay  the  more  that  he  was  in  dispair, 
The  more  he  ooyeteth  and  thoghte  her 

fair.  1755 

His  blinde  lust  was  al  his  oovetinge. 

A-morwe,  whan  the  brid  began  to  singe, 
Unto  the  sege  he  comth  ftil  privily. 
And  by  himself  he  walketh  sobrely,    (80) 
Th'image  of  her  recording  alw^  newe  ; 
'  Thus  lay  her  heer,  and  thus  fresh  wfUB 

her  hewe ;  1761 

Thus  sat,  thus  spak,  thus  span  ;  this  was 

her  chore, 
Thus  fair  she  was,    and  this  was  her 

manere.' 
Al  this  conceit  his  herfce  hath  now  y>take. 
And,  as  the  see,  with  tempest  al  to-shake. 
That,  after  whan  the  storm  is  al  ago,  1766 
Yet  wol  the  water  quappe  a  day  or  two, 
Bight  so,    thogh   that   her   forme    wer 

absent,  (89) 

The  plesaunce  of  her  forme  was  present ; 


But  natheles,  nat  plesaunoe,  but  delyt. 
Or  an  unrightftil  talent  with  despyt ;  1771 
<  For,  maogre  her,  she  shal  my  lemman 

be; 
Hap  helpeth  hardy  man  alday,'  quod  he ; 
'  What  ende  that  I  make,  hit  shal  bo  so ;' 
And  girt  him  with  his  swerda,  and  gan 

to  go ;  1775 

And  finth  he  lit  til  he  to  Borne  is  oome. 
And  al  aloon  his  wey  than  hath  he  nome 
Unto  the  house  of  Colatyn  ftd  right. 
Doun  was  the  sonne,  and  day  hath  lost 

his  light ;  <ioo) 

And  in  he  00m  un-^  a  privy  haike,  1780 
And  in  the  night  fol  theefly  gan  ho  stalke. 
Whan  eveiy  night  was  to  his  rests  broght, 
Ne  no  wight  had  of  tresoun  swich    a 

thoght. 
Were  hit  by  window  or  by  other  gin,  17&4. 
With  swenie  y-drawe,  shortly  he  comth  in 
Ther  as  she  lay,  this  nobifi  wyf  Luorcar 
And,  as  she  wook,  her  bed  she  felte  preose. 
*What  beste  is  that,'  quod  she,  *tfaafc 

weyeth  thus?' 
'  I  am  the  kinges  sone,  Tarquinius,'    (no) 
Quod  he,  *but  and  thou  orye,  or  noias 

make,  1790 

Or  if  thou  any  creature  awake. 
By  thilke  god  that  formed  man  on  lyve. 
This  swerd  through-out  thyn  herte  siial 

Iryve.' 
And  ther-withal  unto  her  throte  he  sterte. 
And  sette  the  point  al  sharp  upon  her 

herte.  1795 

No  word  she  spak,  she  hath  no  might 

therto. 
What  shal  she  ea,yxL?  her  wit  is  al  ago. 
Bight  as  a  wolf  that  fynt  a  lomb  aloon, 
To  whom  shal  she  oompleyne,  or  make 

moon?  (tao) 

What!    shal  she  flghte  with  an  hardy 

knight  ?  1800 

Wel  wot  men  that  a  woman  hath  no 

might. 
What  1  shal  she  oxye,  or  how  shal  she 
,        asterte 
That  hath  her  by  the  throte,  with  swerde 

at  herte? 
She  azethgraoe,  and  seith  al  that  she  can. 
'  Ne  wolt  thou  nat,'  quod  he,  this  cmel 

man,  1805 
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'  As  ynaiy  Jnpiter  xny  sonle  savo, 
As  I  shal  in  the  stable  alee  thy  knaye, 
And  leye  him  in  thy  bed,  and  londe  crye, 
That  I  thee  finde  in  aaohe  avonteiye ;  (130) 
And  thus  thon  shait  be  deed,  and  also 
less  1810 

Thy  name,  for  thon  shalt  non  other  oheee.' 
Thise  Bomain  ivyves  loveden  so  hir 


At  thilke  tyme,  and  dredden  so  the  shame, 
That,  what  for  fers  of  daandre  and  drede 

ofdeeth,  1814 

She  loste  bothe  at-ones  wit  and  breeth, 
And  in  a  Bwongh  she  lay  and  wez  so 

deed, 
Men  mighte  smyten  of  her  arm  or  heed ; 
She  feleth  no-thing,  neither  fonl  ne  fair. 
Tarqainios,  that  art  a  kinges  eyr,  (140) 
And  sholdflst,  as  by  linage  and  by  right, 
Boon  as  a  lord  and  as  a  verray  knight, 
Why  Jbastow  doon  dispyt  to  <^valzye  ? 
Why  hastow  doon  this  lady  Tilanye? 
Alias!  of  theethiswasa  vileinsdedel 

Bat  now  to  pnrpos ;  in  the  stoxy  I  rede. 
Whan  he  was  goon,  al  this  misohannce  is 

faUe.  1826 

This  lady  sente  after  her  frendas  alle, 
P^Eider,  moder,  hnsbond,  al  yv>fere ;      (149) 
And  al  disohevele,  with  her  hares  dere, 
In  habit  swioh  as  women  need  tho      1830 
Unto  the  bozying  of  her  frendes  go, 
Sh«  sit  in  halle  with  a  sorwefiil  sigbte. 
Her  firendes  aacen  what  her  aylen  mighte, 
And  who  was  deed?     And  she  sit  ay 

wepinge, 
A  word  for  shame  ne  may  she  forth  ont- 

bringe,  1835 

Ke  npon  hem  she  dovste  nat  beholde. 
But  atte  laste  of  Tarqtuny  she  hem  tolde. 
This  rewftil  eas,  and  al  this  thing  horrible. 
The  wo  to  teUen  hit  were  impossible,  (160) 
That  she  and   alle   her  frendes   made 

atones.  2840 

Al  hadde  folkes  hertes  been  of  stones, 
Hit  mighte  have  maked  hem  npon  her 

vewe,  , 

Her  herte  was  so  wyfly  and  so  trewe. 
She  seide,  that,  for  her  gilt  ne  for  her 


Her  husbond  sholdo  nat  have  the  fonle 


That  wolde  she  nat  suffire,  by  no  wey. 
And  they  answerden  alle,  npon  hir  fey. 
That  they  foiyeye  hit  her,  for  hit  was 
right;  (169) 

Hit  was  no  gilt,  hit  lay  nat  in  her  might ; 
And  seiden  her  ensamples  many  oon.  1850 
Bat  ol  for  noght;    for  thos  she  seide 


*  Be  as  be  may,'  qnod  she,  *  of  forgiving, 
I  wol  nat  have  no  forgifb  for  no-thing.' 
Bnt  prively  she  caoghte  fbrth  a  knyf,  1854 
And  therwith-al  she  rafte  her«elf  her  lyf ; 
And  as  she  fel  adonn,  she  caste  her  look. 
And  of  her  olothes  yit  she  hede  took ; 
For  in  her  falling  yit  she  hadde  care 
Lest  that  her  feet  or  swiche  thing  lay 

bare ;  (180) 

So  wel  she  loved  dennease  and  eek  tronthe. 

Of  her  had  al  the  toun  of  Borne  roathe, 

And  Bratos  by  her  ohaste  blode  hath 

swore  1863 

That  Tarqoin  sholdey-banishtbe  theF>fbre, 
And  al  his  kin ;  and  let  the  peple  oalle. 
And  openly  the  tale  he  tolde  hem  alle. 
And  openly  let  oarie  her  on  a  here     1866 
Through  al  the  toon,  that  men  may  see 

and  here 
The  homble  deed  of  her  oppressioan.  . 
Ne  never  was  ther  king  in  Borne  toon  ( 190) 
Sinthilkeday;  aAd  she  was  holden  there 
A  seint,  and  ever  her  day  y*halwed  dere 
As  in  hir  lawe:  and  thosendsth  Laoresse, 
The  noble  wyf,  ma  Titos  bereth  witnesse. 
I  tell  hit,  for  she  was  of  love  so  trewe, 
Ne  in  her  wille  she  channged  for  no  newe. 
And  for  the  stable  herte,  sad  and  kinde. 
That  in  these  women  men  may  alday 

finde ;  1877 

Ther  as  th^  oaste  hir  ^erte,  ther  hit 

dweUeth. 
Eor  wel  I  wot,  that   Crist  f  him-selve 

telleth,  (aoo) 

That  in  Israel,  as  wyd  as  is  the  lond,  1880 
That  so  gret  feith  in  al  the  lond  he  ne 

ibnd 
As  in  awoman  ;  and  this  is  no  lye. 
And  as  of  men,  lokeih  which  tirannye 
Th^y  doon  alday ;  assay  hem  who  so  liste, 
The  trewest  is  ftd  brotel  for  to  triste.  1885 
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VI.   THE  LEGEND  OP  ARIADNK 


IndpU  Leffenda  AdrUima  de  Athena, 

Juox  infernal,  Minoa,  of  Crete  king, 
Now  cometh  thy  lot,  now  oomestow  on 

the  ring; 
Kat  for  thy  sake  only  wiyte  I  this  atone, 
Bat  for  to  olepe  agein  onto  memorie  1889 
Of  Theaens  the  grete  ontroathe  of  love ; 
For  which  the  goddea  of  the  heven  above 
Ben  wrothe,  and  wreohe  han  take  for  thy 

ainne. 
Be  reed  for  shame  1  nowlthylyf  beginne. 
Minoa,  that  was  the  mighty  king  of 

Crete, 
That  hadde  an  hundred  citees  stronge 

and  grete,  (10)  1895 

To  aoole  hath  sent  his  sone  Androgens, 
To  Athenes ;    of  the  whiche  hit  happed 

thus. 
That  he  was  alayn,  leming  philoaophye. 
Bight  in  that  oitee,  nat  bat  for  envye. 

The  grete  Minoa,  of  the  whiche  I  apeke, 
His  aonea  deeth  is  oomen  for  to  wreke ; 
Aloathoe  he  bisegeth  harde  and  longe. 
Bat  natheles  the  walles  be  so  stronge. 
And  Nisos,  that  was  king  of  that  citee, 
80  ohivalroas,  that  litel  dredeth  he ;   1905 
Of  Minos  or  his  ost  took  he  no  core,    {21) 
Til  on  a  day  befel  an  aventare. 
That  Nisos  doghter  stood  apon  the  wal. 
And  of  the  sege  saw  the  maner  al.      1909 
So  happed  hit,  that,  at  a  scarmishing, 
She  caste  her  herte  apon  Minos  the  king, 
For  his  beaatee  and  for  his  chivaliye, 
So  sore,  that  she  wende  for  to  dye. 
And,  shortly  of  this  proces  for  to  pace, 
She  made  Minos  winnen  thilke  place,  1915 
So  that  the  citee  was  al  at  his  wille,    (51) 
To  saven  whom  him  list,  or  elles  spille ; 
Bat  wikkedly  he  qoitte  her  kindenease, 
And  let  her  drenche  in  sorowe  and  dis- 

tresse,  1919 

Nere  that  the  goddes  hadde  of  her  pite ; 
Bat  that  tale  were  to  long  as  now  for  me. 

Athenes  wan  this  king  Minos  also, 
And  Aloathoe  and  other  toones  mo ; 


And  this  th'efFeet,  that  Minos  hath  bo 

driven 
Hem  of  Athenes,  that  they  mote    him 

yiven  (40)  1925 

Fro  yere  to  yem  her  owne  children  dere 
For  to  be  slayn,  as  ye  shal  after  here. 
This  Minos  hath  a  monstre,  a  wikked 

beste, 
That  was  so  ornel  that,  withoat  aceste, 
Whan  that  a  man  was  broght  in  his 

presence,  193^ 

He  wolde  him  ete,  ther  helpeth  no  de- 
fence. 
And  every  thridde  jreer,  with-oaten  donte, 
Th^  casten  lot,  and,  as  hit  com  aboate 
On  riohe,  on  pore,  he  moste  his  sone 

take,  (49)  «9H 

And  of  his  child  he  moste  present  make 
Unto  Minos,  to  save  him  or  to  spille. 
Or  lete  his  beste  devoore    him  at  his 

wille. 
And  this  hath  Minos  don,  right  in  despyt ; 
To  wreke  his  sone  was  set  al  his  delyt, 
And  maken  hem  of  Athenes  his  thral  1940 
Fro  yere  to  yere,  whyl  that  he  liven  shal ; 
And  hoom  he  saileth  whan  this  toon  is 

wonne. 
This  wikked  costom  is  so  longe  y*ronne 
Til  that  of  Athenes  king  Egeas 
Mot  sonde  his  owne  sone,  Theseos,      1945 
Sith  that  the  lot  is  fallen  him  apon,    (61 ) 
To  be  devoared,  for  grace  is  ther  non. 
And  forth  is  lad  this  woftil  yonge  knig^ht 
Unto  the  coort  of  king  Minos  Ail  right, 
And  in  a  prison,  fetered,  oast  is  he     19150 
Til  thilke  tyme  he  shoide  y-freten  be. 

Wei  msystow  wepe,  O  wofol  Theseos, 
That  art  a  kinges  sone,  and  dampned 

thas. 
Me  thinketh  this,  that  thoa  ware  depe 

y-holde  1954 

To  whom  that  saved  thee  tro  cares  oolde ! 
And  now,  if  any  woman  helpe  thee,     (71) 
Wei  oafi^testow  her  servant  for  to  be, 
And  been  her  trewe  lover  yeer  by  yere  ! 
But  now  to  come  agsyn  to  my  matere. 
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The  tonr,  ther  as  this  Theseos  is  tbrowe 
Boim  in  the  botom  derke  and  wonder 

lowe,  1961 

Was  jojning  in  the  walle  to  a  foreyne ; 
And  hit  was  longing  to  the  doghtren 

tweiyne 
Of  king  Minos,  that  in  hir  chambres  grete 
Dwelten    above,    toward    the    maister- 

streto,  («o)  1965 

In  mochel  mirthe,  in  joye  and  in  solas. 
Not  I  nat  how,  hit  happed  ther,  per  cas. 
As  Theseus  compleyned  him  by  nighte, 
The  kinges  doghter,  Adrian  that  highte, 
And  eek  her  siister  Phedra,  herden  al  1970 
His  oomplejming,  as  they  stode  on  the  wal 
And  lokeden  npon  the  biighte  mone ; 
Hem  leste  nat  to  go  to  bedde  sone. 
And  of  his  wo  th^  had  oompassioun ; 
A  kinges  sone  to  ben  in  swich  prisonn 
And  be  devooxed,  thonghte  hem   gret 

pitee.  (91)  1976 

Than  Adrian  spak  to  her  snster  free, 
And  s^yde,  *  Fhedra,  leve  snster  dere, 
This  wofnl  lordes  sone  may  ye  nat  here, 
How  pitonsly  compl^meth  he  his  kin, 
And  eek  his  pore  estat  that  he  is  in,    1981 
And  gilteless  ?  now  certes,  hit  is  ronthe ! 
And  if  ye  wol  asMnten,  by  my  troathe, 
He  shal  be  holpen,  how  so  that  we  do  !* 
Phedra  answerde,  '  y-wia,  me  is  as  wo 
For  him  as  ever  I  was  for  any  man ;  1986 
And,  to  his  help^  the  beste  reed  I  can  (102) 
Is  that  we  doon  the  gayler  prively 
To  come,  and  speke  with  ns  hastily. 
And  doon  this  wofhl  man  with  him  to 

come.  1990 

For  if  he  may  this  monstre  overcome, 
Than  were  he  qnit;  ther  is  noon  other 

bote. 
Lat  ns  wel  taste  him  at  his  herte-rote, 
That,  if  so  be  that  he  a  wepen  have, 
Wher  that  he  dar,  his  lyf  to  kepe  and 
save,  (no)  1995 

Fightcn  with  this  fend,  and  him  defende. 
For,  in  the  prison,  ther  he  shal  descende. 
Ye  wite  wel,  that  the  beste  is  in  a  place 
That  nis  nat  derk,  and  hath  room  eek 

and  space  • 

To  welde  an  ax  or  swerd  or  staf  or  knyf, 
So  that,  me  thinketh,  he  sholde  save  his 
lyf ;  300I 


If  that  he  be  a  man,  he  shal  do  so. 
And  we  shal  make  him  balles  eek  also 
Of  wexe  and  towe,  that,  whan  he  gapeth 
iaste,  2004 

Into  the  bestes  throte  he  shal  hem  caste 
To  slake  his  hnnger  and  encombre  his 
teeth;  (121) 

And  right  anon,  whan  that  Thesens  seeth 
The  beste  aohoked,  he  shal  on  him  lepe 
To  sleen  hint,  or  they  comen  more  to-hepe. 
This  wepen  shal  the  gayler,  or  that  tyde, 
Ful  privily  within  the  prison  hyde  ;   201 1 
And,  for  the  hotis  is  crinkled  to  and  fro, 
And  hath  so  qaelnte  weyes  for  to  go — 
For  hit  is  shapen  as  the  mase  is  wroght — 
Therto  have  I  a  remedie  in  my  thoght, 
That,  by  a  clewe  of  twyne,  as  he  hatk 
goon,  (131)  2016 

The  same  wey  he  may  retnme  anoon, 
Folwing  alwey  the  threed,  as  he  hath 

come. 
And, 'whan  that  he  this  beste  hath  over- 
come, 
Then  may  he  fleen  aw^  out  of  this  drede, 
And  eek  the  gayler  may  he  with  him 
lede,  2021 

And  him  avaunce  at  boom  in  his  contree, 
Sin  that  so  greet  a  lordes  sone  is  he. 
This  is  my  reed,  if  that  he  dar  hit  take.' 
What  sholde  I  lenger  sermoun  of  hit 
make  ?  2025 

The  gayler  cometh,  and  with  him  Theseus. 
And  whan  thise  thinges  been  acorded 
thus,  (142) 

Adoun  sit  Theseus  upon  his  knee : — 
'  The  righte  lady  of  my  lyf,'  quod  he, 
*I,  sorweftd  man,  y-dampned  to  the  deeth, 
Fro  yow,  whyl  that  me  lasteth  lyf  or 
breeth,  2031 

I  wol  nat  twinne,  after  this  aventure, 
But  in  your  servise  thus  I  wol  endure, 
That,  as  a  wrecche  unknowe,  I  wol  yow 
serve  2034 

For  ever-mo,  til  that  myn  herte  sterve. 
Forsake  I  wol  at  hoom  myn  heritage,  (151) 
And,  as  I  seide,  ben  of  your  court  a  page. 
If  that  ye  vouche-sauf  that,  in  this  place, 
Te  graunte  me  to  ban  so  gret  a  grace 
That  I  may  han  nat  but  my  mete  and 
drinke ;  2040 

And  for  my  sustenance  yit  wol  I  swinke, 
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Bight  as  yow  list,   that    Minos  ne   no 

wight — 
Sin  that  he  saw  me  never  with  eyen 

sight — 
Ne  no  man  elles,  shal  me  oonne  espye ; 
So  slyly  and  so  wel  I  shal  me  gsre,      3045 
And  me  so  wel  disftgnre  and  bo  lowe,  (x6i) 
That  in  this  world  ther  shal  no  man  me 

linowe, 
To  han  my  lyf,  and  for  to  han  presenoe 
Of  yow,  that  doon  to  me  this  exoelleaoe. 
And  to  mj  fader  ahal  I  senden  here  2050 
This  worthy  man,  that  is  now  your  gay- 

lere, 
And,  him  to  gaerdon,  that  he  shal  wel  he 
Oon  of  the  grettest  men  of  my  centres. 
And  yif  I  dorste  sejrn,  my  lady  bright, 
I  am  a  kinges  sons,  and  eek  a  knight ; 
As  wolde  god,  yif  that  hit  migbte  he  (171) 
Ye  weren  in  my  oontree,  alle  three. 
And  I  with  yow,  to  b^re  yow  oompanye, 
Than  sholde  ye  seen  yif  that  I  ther-of  lye ! 
And,  if  I  profre  yow  in  low  manere    ao6o 
To  hen  your  page  and  serven  yow  right 

here, 
But  I  yow  serve  as  lowly  in  that  place, 
I  prey  to  Mars  to  yive  me  swiche  a  grace 
That  shames  deeth  on  me    ther   mote 

falle, 
And  deeth  and  povert    to  my  frendes 

alle ;  2065 

And  that  my  spirit  by  nights  mote  go  (181) 
After  my  deeth,  and  walke  to  and  fro ; 
That  I  mote  of  a  traitour  have  a  name, 
For  which  mj  spirit  go,  to  do  me  shame ! 
And  yif  I  ever  claime  other  degree,     2070 
But-if  ye  vouche-sauf  to  yive  hit  me, 
As  I  have  seid,  of  shames  deeth  I  deye ! 
And  mercy,  lady  !  I  can  nat  elles  seye ! ' 

A  seemly  knight  was  Theseus  to  see, 
And  yong,  but  of  a  twenty  yeer  and 

three ;  2075 

But  who-so  hadde  y-seyn  his  counten- 

aunce,  (191) 

He  wolde  have  wept,  for  routhe  of  his 

penaunce; 
For  which  this  Adriane  in  this  manere 
Answerde  to  his  profre  and  to  his  chore. 
*A  kinges  sons,   and  eek  a  knight,' 

quod  she,  2080 

*  To  been  my  servant  in  so  low  degree, 


God  shilde  hit,  for  the  shame  of  women 

alU! 
And  leve  me  never  swich  a  oas  befalle  ! 
But  sonde  yow  grace  and   sleighte    of 

hertealso, 
Yow  to  defende  and  knightly  slaen  your 

fo,  aoS5 

And  leve  herafber  that  I  may  yow  finde 
To  me  and  to  my  suster  here  so  kinde. 
That  I  repente  nat  to  give  yow  lyf !    (aojr 
Yit  were  hit  better  that  I  weire  your 

wyf. 
Sin  that  ye  been  as  gentil  bom  as  I,  xgm 
And  have  a  rfianme,  nat  but  £Mte  by. 
Then  that  I  suffered  giltles  yow  to  sterve, 
Or  that  I  let  yow  as  a  page  serve ; 
Hit  is  not  profit,  as  unto  your  ktnrade ; 
But  what  is  that  that  man  nil  do  for 

drede?  3095 

And  to  my  soster,  sin  that  hit  is  so    (an ; 
That  she  mot  goon  with  me,  if  that  I  go, 
Or  elles  suiire  deeth  as  wel  as  I, 
That  ye  unto  your  sons  as  trewely     2099 
Doon  her  be  wedded  atyonr  hoom-ooming. 
This  is  the  fynaX  ende  of  al  this  thing ; 
Ye  swere  hit  heer,  on  al  that  may  be 

sworn.* 
^  Ye,  lady  myn,'  quod  he,  *  or  elles  torn 
Mote  I  be  with  the  Minotaur  to-morwe  ! 
And  haveth   her-of  my  hsart*-blood    to 

borwe,  (220)  2105 

Yif  that  ye  wile ;  if  I  had  knyf  or  spore, 
I  wolde  hit  leten  out,  and  theron  swero. 
For  than  at  erst  I  wot  ye  wil  me  leve. 
By  Mars,  that  is  the  oheef  of  my  bileve. 
So  that  I  mighte  liven  and  nat  fydle  21 10 
To-morwe  for  t'aoheve  my  bataile, 
I  nolde  never  fro  this  place  flee, 
TU  that  ye  shuld  the  verray  prove  see. 
For  now,  if  that  the  sooth  I  shal  yow  say, 
I  have  y-loved  yow  ful  many «  day,    21 15 
Thogh  ye  ne  wiste  hit  nat,  in  my  oontree. 
And  aldermost  desyred  yow  to  see      (232) 
Of  any  erthly  living  creature  ;  21 18 

Upon  my  trouthe  I  swsre,  and  yow  assnre, 
Thise  seven  yeer  I  have  your  servant  be ; 
Now  have  I  yow,  and  also  have  ye  me, 
My  dere^erte,  of  Athenes  duohesse  !* 

This  lady  smyleth  at  his  stedfastnesse, 
And  at  his  hertly  wordes,  and  his  ohere. 
And  to  her  suster  seide  in  this  manere. 
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Al  softely,  *  now,  ancter  znyn/  quod  she, 
*  Now  be  we  dachesBes,  bothe  I  and  ye, 
And  Bikered  to  the  regals  of  Athenea,  (143) 
And  bothe  her-«fter  lykly  to  be  qnenea, 
And  saved  fro  his  deeth  a  kin^s  sone, 
As  ever  of  gentil  women  is  the  woae  aiji 
To  save  a  gentil  man,  emforth  hir  might, 
In  honest  cause,  and  namely  in  his  light. 
Me  thinketh  no  wight  oghte  her-of  ns 

blame, 
Ne  beren  us  ther-for  an  evel  name.'  2135 
And  ahortly  of  this  matere  fw  to  make, 
This  Theaens  of  her  hath  leve  y-take,  (252) 
And  evezy  point  fperformed  was  in  dede 
As  ye  have  in  this  covenant  herd  me  red& 
His  wepen,  his  dew,  his  thin|f  that  I  have 

said,  214U 

Was  by  the  gayler  in  the  hotur  y-laid 
Ther  as  this  Minotanr  hath  his  dwelling. 
Bight  faste  by  the  dore,  at  his  entiing. 
And  Theseus  is  lad  unto  his  deeth,     2144 
And  forth  un-to  this  Minotaur  he  geeth, 
And  by  the  teohlng  of  this  Adriane   (a6i) 
He  overoom  this  beste,  and  was  his  bane; 
And  out  he  cometh  by  the  clewe  again 
Ful  prevely,  whan  he  this  beete  hath 

slain ;  3x49 

And  by  the  gayler  geten  hath  a  barge, 
And  of  his  wyves  tresor  gun  hit  change, 
And  took  his  wyf,  and  eek  her  snster  free, 
And  eek  the  gayler,  and  with  hem  alle 

three 
Is  stole  awey  out  of  the  lond  by  nighte. 
And    to    the    centre    of  Snnopye    him 

dighte  2155 

Ther  as  he  had  a  frend  of  his  knowinge. 
Ther  fasten  th^,  ther  daunoen  they  and 

singe;  (27a) 

And  in  his  armes  hath  this  Adriane, 
That  of  the  beste  hath  kept  him  from  his 

bane ;  2159 

And  gat  him  ther  a  newe  barge  anoon, 
And  of  his  contree-folk  a  ful  gret  woon, 
And  taketh  his  leve,  and  hoomward  sail- 

ethhe. 
And  in  an  yle,  amid  the  wilde  see, 
Ther  as  ther  dwelte  creature  noon 
Save  wilde  bestes,  and  that  fal  many 

oon,  2165 

He  made  his  ship  a-londe  for  to  sette ; 
And  in  that  yle  half  a  day  he  lette,   (282) 


And  seide,  that  on  the  lond  he  moete  him 

reste. 
His  mariners  han  doon  right    as  him 

iMte; 
And,  for  to  tellen  shortly  in  this  oas,  2x70 
Whan  Adriane  his  wyf  a-slepe  was, 
For  that  her  snster  fBurer  was  than  she, 
He  taketh  her  in  his  hond,  and  forth 

goth  he 
To  shippe,  and  as  a  traitonr  stal  his  way 
Whyl  that  this  Adriane  a-slepe  lay,    2175 
And   to    his    contree-ward    he   saileth 

blyve—  (291) 

A   twenty   devil    way    the    wind    him 

dryve! — 
And  fond  his  fSEtder  drenched  in  the  see. 

Me  list  no  more  to speke  of  him,  parde; 
Thise  fiEilse  lovers,  poison  be  hir  bane ! 
But  I  wol  tume  again  to  Adriane       2181 
That  is  with  slepe  for  werinesse  atake. 
Ful  sorweftilly  her  herte  may  awake. 
Alias!   for    thee    my  herte    hath   now 

pite! 
Bight  in  the  dawening  awaketh  she,  2185 
And  gropeth  in  the  bedde,  and  fond  right 

noght.  (301) 

*  Alias!'   quod   she,   'that  ever   I   was 

wroght  I 
I  am  betrayed !'  and  her  heer  to-rente. 
And  to  the  stronde    bar-fot   fbste   she 

wente, 
And  cryed,  *  Theseus !  myn  herte  swttte ! 
Wher  be  ye,  that  I  may  nat  with  yow 

mete,  2191 

And  mighte  thus  with  bestes  been  y- 

slain?' 
The  holwe  rokkes  answerde  her  again  ; 
No  man  -she  saw,  and  yit  ahjrned  the 

mone,  ^194 

And  bye  upon  a  rokke  she  wente  sone. 
And  saw  his  barge  sailing  in  the  see.  (311) 
Ck>ld  wex  her  herte,  and  right  thus  seide 

she. 

*  Meker  than  ye  flnde  I  the  bestes  wilde ! ' 
Hadde  he  nat  sinne,  that  her  thus  be- 

gylde? 
She  cryed, '  O  tume  again,  for  routhe  and 

sinne  I  2200 

Thy  barge  hath  nat  al  his  meiny  inne ! ' 
Her  kerchef  on  a  pole  up  stikked  she, 
Asoaunce  that  he  sholde  hit  wel  y^ee, 
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And  him  remembxe  that  she  waa  behinde, 
And  tnme  again,  and  on  the  stronde  her 
■  flnde;  (320)2205 

But  al  for  noght ;  his  wey  he  is  y-goon. 
And  doon  she  fil  arswovm  upon  a  stoon  ; 
And  np  she  rist,  and  kiste,  in  al  her  care, 
The  steppes  of  his  feet,  ther  he  hath  fare, 
And  to  her  bedde  right  thns  she  speketh 

tho : —  2210 

'  Thou  bed,'  qnod  she,  *  that  hast  receyved 

two, 
Thoa  shalt  answere  of  two,  and  nat  of 

oon ! 
Wher  is  thy  gretter  part  away  y-goon  ? 
Alias !  wher  shal  I,  wrecched  wight,  be> 

come ! 
For,  thogh  so  be  that  ship  or  boot  heer 

come,  2215 


Hoom    to    my  contree    dar   I  nat    for 
drede ;  (331) 

I  can  my-selven  in  this  eas  nat  rede  ! ' 
What  shal  I  telle  more  her  oomplein- 
ing? 
Hit  is  so  long,  hit  were  an  hevy  thing. 
In  her  epistle  Naso  teUeth  al ;  2220 

But  shortly  to  the  ende  I  telle  shaL 
The  goddes  have  her  holpen,  for  pitee ; 
And,  in  the  signe  of  Taoros,  men  may 

see 
The  stones  of  her  coronn  shjnie  dere. — 

I  wol  no  more  speke  of  this  matere ; 
Bnt  thus  this  fiedse  lover  can  begyle    2226 
His  trewe  love.    The  devil  fhim  qoyte 
his  whyle !  (342) 

Ikeplicit  Legenda  Adriane  de  Athene*, 


VII.   THE  LEGEND  OP  PHILOMELA. 


Incipit  Legenda  FhUomene, 
Deua  dator  formarum^ 

Thou    yiver  of  the    formes,    that    hast 

wroght 
The  faire  world,  and  bare  hit  in  tiiy 

thoght 
Eternally,  or  thou  thy  werk  began,     2230 
Why  madest  thon,  nnto  the  slaondre  of 

man. 
Or — al  be  that  hit  was  not  thy  doing. 
As    for    that    fyn    to   make    swiohe    a 

thing — 
Why  snfErest  thoa  that  Tereos  was  bore. 
That  is  in  love  so  fals  and  so  forswore. 
That,  fro    this  world  np  to  the  firste 

hevene,  2236 

Cormmpeth,  whan  that  folk  his  name 

nevene  ?  (10) 

And,  as  to  me,  so  grisly  was  his  dede. 
That,  whan  that  I  his  fonle  story  rede, 
Hyn  eyen  wezen  fonle  and  sore  also ;  2240 
Yit  last  the  venim  of  so  longe  ago. 
That  hit  enfecteth  him  that  wol  beholde 
The  story  of  Terens,  of  which  I  tolde. 

Of  Trace  was  he  lord,  and  kin  to  Marte, 
The  cruel  god  that   stant   with   Uody 

dartoj  M45 


And  wedded  had  he,  with  a  blisihl  chere, 
King  Pandiones  faire  doghter  dere,  (20) 
That  highto  Progne,  flonr  of  her  contree, 
Thogh  Juno  list  nat  at  the  feste  be, 
Ne  Ymeneus,  that  god  of  wedding  is ; 
But  at  the  feste  redy  been,  y-wis,  2251 
The  furies  three,  with  alle  hlr  mortal 

brond. 
The  owle  al  night  aboute  the  balkes  wond, 
That  prophet  is  of  wo  and  of  mischaunoe. 
This  revel,  ful  of  songe  and  ful  of  daunoe, 
Lastoth  a  fourtenight,  or  litol  lasse.    2256 
But,  shortly  of  this  story  for  to  passe,  (30) 
For  I  am  wery  of  him  for  to  telle. 
Five  yeer  his  wyf  and  he  togeder  dwelle. 
Til  on  a  day  she  gan  so  sore  longe       2260 
To  seen  her  sustor,  that  she  saw  nat  longe. 
That  for  desyr  she  niste  what  to  seye. 
But  to  her  husband  gan  she  for  to  preye. 
For  goddes  love,  that  she  mosto    ones 

goon  2264 

Her  Buster  for  to  seen,  and  come  anoon. 
Or  elles,  but  she  moete  to  her  wende. 
She  preyde  him,  that  he  wolde  after  her 

sende;  (40) 

And  this  was,  day  by  day,  al  her  prayere 
With  al  humblesse  of  wyf  hood,  word,  and 

ohere.  2269 
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This  Terexu  let  xnake  bis  shippes  yare, 
And  into  Greoe  him-aelf  in  forth  y-fare 
Unto  his  fader  in  lawe,  and  gan  him 

preye 
To  vooohe-sanf  that,  for  a  month    or 

tweye, 
That  Philomene,  his  ^wyves  soster,  mighte 
On    Progne  his  wyf  but  ones   have    a 

sigrhte—  3275 

'  And  she  shal  come  to  yow  again  anoon. 
Myself  with  her  wol  bothe    come  and 

goon,  (so) 

And  as  myn  hertes  lyf  I  wol  her  kepe.' 
This  olde   Pandion,    this   king,    gan 

wepe 
For  tendemesBe  of  herte,  for  to  leve  2380 
His  doghter  goon,  and  for  to  yive  her 

leve; 
Of  al  this  world  he  lovede  no-thing  so ; 
Bat  at  the  laste  leve  hath  she  to  go. 
For  Philomene,  with  nite  teres  eke, 
Gan  of  her  fader  grace  to  beseke         9385 
To  seen  her  soster,  that  her  longeth  so ; 
And  him  embraceth  with  her  armes  two. 
And  therwith-al  so  yong  and  fkir  was  she 
That,  whaTi.^.hat  Terfins  aaw  J^er  beantee, 
And  of  array  that  ther  was  noon  her 

liohe,  (63)  3390 

And  yit  of  bonntee  was  she  two  so  riche, 
He  caste  his  fyry  herte  upon  her  so 
That  he  wol  have  her,  how  so  that  hit  go, 
And  with  his  wyles  kneled  and  so  preyde, 
Til  at  the  laste  Pandion  thus  seyde : — 
'Kow,  sone,'  qnod  he,  ^that  art  tome 

so  dere,  3396 

T  thee  betake  my  yonge  doghter  here,  (70) 
That  bereth  the  key  of  al  my  hertes  lyf. 
And  grete  wel  my  doghter  and  thy  wyf. 
And  yive  her  leve  somtyme  for  to  pleye, 
That  she  may  seen  me  ones  er  I  deye.' 
And  soothly,  he  hath  mad  him  riohe 

feste,  3303 

And  to  his  folk,  the  moete  and  eek  the 

leste. 
That  with  him  com;  and  yaf  him  yiftes 


And  him  conv^yeth  through  the  maister- 

strete  3305 

Of  Athenes,  and  to  the  see  him  broghte. 

And  toxneth  hoom;    no  malice  he   ne 

thoghte.  (80) 


The  ores  pnlleth  forth  the  vessel  faste, 
And  into  Trace  arriveth  at  the  laste, 
And  up  into  a  forest  he  her  ledde,      3310 
And  to  a  cave  privily  him  si>edde ; 
And,  in  this  derke  cave,  yif  her  leste, 
Or  leste  noght,  he  bad  her  for  to  reste  ; 
Of  whiche  her  herte  agroos,  and  seyde 

thus, 
'  Wher  is  my  suster,  brother  Terens?  *  3315 
And  therwith-al  she  wepte  tenderly. 
And  qnook  for  fere,  i>ale  and  pitonsly,    ' 
Bight  as  the  lamb  that  of  the  wolf  is 

biten; 
Or  as  the  colver,  that  of  the    egle  is 

smiten, 
And  is  oat  of  his  clawes  forth  escaped,  3320 
Yet  hit  is  afered  and  awhaped 
Lest  hit  be  hent  efb-sones,  so  sat  she. 
Bat  utterly  hit  may  non  other  be. 
By  force  hath  he,  this  traitour,  doon  that 

dede, 
That  he  hath  reft  her  of  her  mayden- 

hede,  3335 

Maugree  her  heed,  by  strengthe  and  by 

his  might.  (99) 

Lo !  here  a  dede  of  men,  and  that  a  right ! 
She    cryeth    *  suster!'    with    fill    loud 

stevene, 
And  *  fader  dere ! '  and  *  help  me,  god  in 

hevene !  *  3339 

Al  helpeth  nat ;  and  yet  this  false  theef 
Hath  doon  this  lady  yet  a  more  mischeef, 
For  fere  lest  she  sholde  his  shame  orye, 
And  doon  him  openly  a  vilanye. 
And  with  his  swerd  her  tong  of  kerveth 

he, 
And  in  a  castel  made  her  for  to  be      3335 
Ful  privily  in  prison  evermore, 
And  kepte  her   to  his  usage    and   his 

store,  (no) 

So  that  she  mighte  him  nevermore  asterte. 
0  sely  Philomene  !  wo  is  thyn  herte ; 
God  wreke  thee,   and    sonde    thee  thy 

bone !  3340 

Now  is  hit  tyme  I  make  an  ende  sons. 

This  Tereus  is  to  his  wyf  y-oome, 
And  in  his  armes  hath  his  wyf  y-nome. 
And   pitously  he  weep,  and  shook,  his 

heed, 
And  swor  her  that  he  fond  her  suster 

deed;  3345 
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For  which  this  sely  Progne  hftth  swich 
wo,  (119)  2346 

That  ny  h«T  sorweful  herte  brak  a-two ; 
And  thiu  in  teres  lete  I  PrQg:ne  dwelle, 
And  of  her  soster  forth  I  wol  yow  tell& 
This  woAil  lady  lemed  had  in  joathe 
So  that  she  werken  and  enbronden  ooathe, 
And  weven  in  her  stole  the  radevoro 
As  hit  of  women  hath  be  woned  yore. 
And,  shortly  for  to  seyn,  she  hath  her 

mie 

Of  mete  and  drink,  and  clothing  at  her 

wiUe,  2355 

And  coude'eek   rede,  and  wel  y>noe^ 

endjrte. 
But  with  a  penne  oonde  she  nat  wzyte ; 
Bat  lettres  can  she  weven  to  and  fh>,   (131) 
So  that,  by  that  the  yeer  was  al  a-go. 
She  had  y-woven  in  a  stamin  large     23/60 
How  she  was  broght  from  Atbenes  in  a 

barge, 
And  in  a  cave  how  that  she  was  broght ; 
And  al  the  thing  that  Terens  hath  wroght, 
She  waf  hit  wel,  and  wzoot  the  story 

above, 
How  she  was  served  for  her  saster  love ; 
Andtoaknavearingsheyafanoon,  2366 
And  prayed  him,  by  signee,  for  to  goon  (140) 
Unto  the  qnene,  and  beren  her  that  dooth, 
And  by  signes  swor  him  many  an  00th, 
She  sholde  him  yeve  what   she   geten 

mighte.  2370 

This  knave  anoon  onto  the  qnene  him 

dighte, 


And  took  hit  her,  and  al  the  manor  tolde. 
And,  whan  that  Progne  hath  this  thin^ 

beholde, 
No  word  she  spak,  for  sorwe  and  eek  for 

rage; 
Bat  feyned  her  to  goon  on  pilgrimage  2375 
To   Bachos    temple;    and,    in    a    liteL 

stoonde, 
Her  dombe  saster  sitting  hath  she  foonde, 
Weinng  in  the  castel  her  aloon.  (151) 

Alias!  the  wo,  the  oompleint,  and  Uie 

moon 
That   Progne   npon   her   dombe   saster 

makethl  2580 

In  armes  everich  of  hem  other  taketh. 
And  thas  I  lete  hem  in  hir  sorwe  dwoUe. 
The  xemenant    is    no  charge   for  to 

teUe, 
For  this  is  al  and  som,  thos  was  she 

served. 
That  never  harm  a-gilte  na  deserved  2385 
Unto  this  orael  man,  that  she  of  wiste. 
Ye  may  be  war  of  men,  yif  that  yow 

liste,  (t6o) 

For,  al  be  that  he  wol  nat,  for  his  shame, 
Doon  so  as  Tereos,  to  leee  his  name, 
Ne  serve  yow  as  a  mordroar  or  a  knave, 
Fnl  litel  whyle  shal  ye  trewe  him  have. 
That  wol  I  seyn,  al  were  he  now  my 

brother,  2392 

Bat  hit  so  be  that  he  may  have  non 

other.  (166) 

ExjdicU  Le{fenda  FhOomenA. 


VIII.   THE  LEGEND  OF  PHYLLIS. 


Jnd[ptt  Legenda  PhOUs. 
Br  prove  as  wel  as  by  anctoritee, 
That  wikked  Aruit  oometh  of  a  wikked 

tree,  2395 

That  may  ye  flnde,  if  that  it    lyketh 

yow. 
Bat  for  this  ende  I  speke  this  as  now, 
To  teUe  yoa  of  false  Demophon. 
In  love  a  fitlser  herde  I  never  non, 
Bat-if  hit  were  his  fiuler  Theseus.       2400 


*God,  for  his  grace,  fro  swich  oon  kepe 

ns!' 
Thas  may  thise  women  prayen  that  liit 

here.  (9) 

Now  to  th'effect  tame  I  of  my  matere. 

Destroyed  is  of  Troye  the  oitee ;       2404 
This  Demophon  com  sailing  in  the  see 
Toward  Athenes,  to  his  paleya  large ; 
With  him  com  many  a  ship  and  many  a 

barge 
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Fal  of  his  folk,  of  which  Ail  many  oon 
Is  wounded  flor«,  and  teek,  and  wo  be- 

goon.  3409 

And  they  han  at  the  sege  longe  y-lain. 
Behinde  him  com  a  wind  and  eek  a  rain 
That  aboof  so  sore,  his  sail  ne  mighte 

atonde,  (19) 

Him  were  leiver  than  al  the  world  a-londe, 
So  hontcth  him  the  tempest  to  and  tto. 
So  derk  hit  was,  heoonde  nowher  go ;  3415 
And  with  a  wawe  brosten  was  his  stere^ 
His  ship  was  rent   so   lowe,  in  swioh 

monere, 
That  carpenter  ne  coude  hit  nat  amende. 
The  see,  by  nighte,  as  any  torche  brende 
For  wood,  and  posMth  him  now  np  now 

doon,  3430 

Til  Keptnne  hath  of  him  oompaasioan, 
And    Thetia,  Choms,  Triton,   and  they 

alle, 
And  maden  him  upon  a  lond  to  fiJle,  (30) 
Wher-of  that  Phillis  lady  was  and  qnene, 
Ligurgns  doghter,  fidrer  on  to  sene  3435 
Than  is  the  floor  again  the  brighte  Sonne. 
Unnethe  is  Bemophon  to  londey-wonne, 
Wayk  and  eek  wery,  and  his  folk  for- 

pyned 
Of  werinooee,  and  also  enfamyned ;    3439 
And  to  ih»  deeth  he  almost  was  y»driven. 
His  wyse  folk  to  oonseil  han  him  yiven 
To  seken  help  and  soooor  of  the  queen. 
And  loken  what  his  grace  mighte  been,  (40) 
And  maken  in  that  lond  som  chevisaanoe, 
To  kepen  him  fxo  wo  and  fro  mischannce. 
For  seek  was  he,  and  almost  at  the  deeth ; 
Unnethe  mi^te  he  speke  or  drawe  his 

breeth,  3437 

And  lyth  in  Bodopeya  him  for  to  reste. 
Whan  he  may  walke,  him  thooghte  hit 

was  thebeste 
Unto  the  court  to  seken  for  sooctir.    3440 
Men  knewe  him  wel,  and  diden    him 

honour; 
For  at  Athenes  dnk  and  lord  was  he, 
As  Thesens  his  fader  hadde  y-be,  (50) 

That  in  his  tyme  was  of  greet  renonn, 
No  man  so  greet  in  al  his  regioun  ;    3445 
And  lyk  his  fader  of  face  and  of  statnre, 
And  fals  of  love ;  hit  com  him  of  nature  ; 
As  doth  the  fox  Benard,  the  foxes  sone, 
Of  kinde  he  coude  his  olde  fiaders  wone 


Withoute  lore,  as  can  a  drake  swimme, 
Whan  hit  is  caught  and  caried  to  the 

brimme.  3451 

This  honourable  Fhillis  doth  him  chere, 
Her  lyketh  wel  his  port  and  his  manere. 
But  for  I  am  agroted  heer-bifom  (61) 

To  wryte  of  hem  that  been  in  love  for* 

sworn,  3455 

And  eek  to  haste  me  in  my  legende, 
Which  to  performe  god  me  grace  sende, 
Therfor  I  passe  shortly  in  this  wyse ; 
Te  han  wel  herd  of  Theseus  devyse 
In  the  betraising  of  fair  Adriane,       3460 
That  of  her  pite    kepte  him  from  his 

bane. 
At  shorte  wordes,  right  so  Bemophon 
The  same  wey,  the  same  path  hath  gon  (70) 
That  dide  his  false  fader  Theseus. 
For  unto  Phillis  hath  he  sworen  thus,  3465 
To   wedden    her,  and   her  his  trouthe 

plighte. 
And  piked  of  her  al  the  good  he  mighte, 
Whan  he  was  hool  and  sound  and  hadde 

his  reste; 
And  doth  with  Phillis  what  so  that  him 

leste. 
And  wel  coude  I,  yif  that  me  leste  so,  3470 
Tellen  al  his  doing  to  and  fro. 
He  seide,  unto  his  contree  moste  he 

saile. 
For  ther  he  wolde  her  wedding  apparaile 
As  fil  to  her  honour  and  his  also.  (81) 

And  openly  he  took  his  leve  tho,         3475 
And  hath  her  sworn,  he  wolde  nat  sojome. 
But  in  a  month  he  wolde  again  retome. 
And  in  that  lond  let  make  his  ordinaunce 
As  Terray  lord,  and  took  the  obeisaunce 
Wel  and   hoomly,  and  let  his  shippes 

dighte,  3480 

And  hoom  he  goth  the  nexte   wey   he 

mighte; 
For  unto  Phillis  yit  ne  com  he  noght. 
And  that  hath  she  so  harde  and  sore 

aboght,  (90) 

Alias !  that,  as  the  stories  us  recorde, 
She  was  her  owne  deeth  right  with  a 

corde,  3485 

Whan  that  she  saw  that  Demophon  her 

trayed. 
But  to  him  first  she  wroot  and  fasto 

him  prayed 
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He  wolde  come,  and  her  deliver  of  i>e7iie, 
As  I  reherse  shal  a  word  or  tweyne. 
Mo  list  nat  voache-sanf  on  him  to  swinke, 
Xe  spendd  on  him  a  penne  fhl  of  inke,  ^1491 
For  fols  in  love  was  he,  right  as  his  syre ; 
The  devil  sette  hir  sonles  bothe  a-fyre  f 
But  of  the  lettre  of  Phillis  wol  I  wryte 
A  word  or  tweyne,  al-thogh  hit  be  bat 

lyte.  .  (loa)  ^495 

'  Thyn  hostesse,*  quod  she, '  O  Demophon, 
Thy  Phillis,  which  that  is  so  wo  begon, 
Of  Bodopeye,  upon  yow  moot  oompleyne, 
Over  the  terme  set  betwix  us  tweyne, 
That  ye  ne  holden  forward,  as  ye  seyde ; 
Your  anker,   which    ye   in    our    haven 

leyde,  2501 

Highte  us,  that  ye  wolde  comen,  out  of 

dont«, 
Or  that  the  mone  ones  wente  aboute.  (no) 
But  tyxnea  foure  the  mone  hath  hid  her 

face 
Sin  thilke  day  ye  wente  fro  this  place,  2505 
And  foure  tymes  light  the  world  again. 
But  for  al  that,  yif  I  shal  soothly  sain, 
Yit  hath  the  streem  of  Sitho  nat  y-br(^ht 
From  Athenes  the  ship;   yit  oomth  hit 

noght. 
And,  yif  that  ye  the  torme  rekne  wolde. 
As  I  or  other  trewe  lovers  sholde,        351 1 
I  pleyno  not,  god  wot,  befom  my  day.' — 
But  al  her  lettre  wryten  I  ne  may  (lao) 
By  ordre,  for  hit  were  to  me  a  charge  ; 
Her  lettre  was  right  long  and  ther-to 

large ;  3515 

Bat  here  and  there  in  lyme  I  have  hit 

laid, 
Ther  as  me  thoughte  that  she  wel  hath 

said. — 
She  seide,  '  thy  sailes  comen  nat  again, 
Ne  to  thy  word  ther  nis  no  fey  certein  ; 
But  I  wot  why  ye  come  nat,'  quod  she  ; 
'  For  I  was  of  my  love  to  you  so  free.      352 1 
And  of  the  goddes  that  yo  han  forswore, 
Yif  that  hir  vengeance  falle  on  yow  ther- 

fore,  (130) 

Ye  be  nat  sufilsaunt  to  here  the  peyne. 
To  moche  trusted  I,  wel  may  I  pleyne,  3535 


Upon  your  linage  and  your  faire  tonge. 
And  on  your  teres  falsly  out  y-wronge. 
How  ooude  ye  wepe  so  by  craft?'  quod 

she; 
'  May  ther  swiche  teres  feyned  be  ? 
Now  certes,  yif  ye  wolde  have  in  memorie, 
Hit  oghte  be  to  3row  but  litel  glorie     3531 
To  have  a  sely  mayde  thus  betrayed ! 
To  god,'  quod  she,  *  preye  I,  and  ofte  have 

prayed,  (140) 

That  hit  be  now  the  grettest  piys  of  alle. 
And  moste  honour  that  ever  yow  shal 

befalle !  3535 

And  whan  thyn  olde  aunoestres  peynted 

be, 
In  which  men  may  hir  worthinesse  see. 
Than,  preye  I  god,  thou  peynted  be  also, 
That  folk  maj  reden,  for-by  as  they  go, 
"  Lo !  this  is  he,  that  with  hisflaterye  2540 
Betrayed  hath  and  doon  her  vilanye 
That  was  his  trewe  love  in  thoghte  and 

dede ! " 
But  sothly,  of  00  point  yit  may  they  rede. 
That  ye  ben  lykyour  fader  as  in  this ;  (151) 
For  he  begyled  Adriane,  y-wis,  2545 

With  swiche  an  art  and  swiche  sotelte 
As  thou  thy-selven  hast  begyled  me. 
As  in  that  point,  al-thogh  hit  be  nat  fiiyr, 
Thou  folwest  him,  certein,  and  art  his  eyr. 
But  sin  thus  sinfully  ye  me  begyle,    2550 
My  body  mote  ye  seen,  within  a  whyle, 
Right  in  the  haven  of  Athenes  fletinge, 
With-outen  sepulture  and  buiyinge ;  (160) 
Thogh  ye  ben  harder  then  is  any  stoon.' 
And,  whan  this  lettre  was  forth  sent 

anoon,  3555 

And  knew  how  brotel  and  how  fals  ho 

was. 
She  for  dispeyr  for-dide  herself,  alias ! 
Swich  sorwe  hath  she,  for  she  besotte  her 

so. 
Be  war,  ye  women,  of  your  sotil  fo,     3559 
Sin  yit  this  day  men  may  ensample  see ; 
And  tmateth,  as  in  love,  no  man  bat 

me.  (168) 

EjeplUit  Legenda  PMUU. 
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IX   THE  LEGEND  OF  HYPERMNESTRA* 


Indpit  Legenda  Ypermittre. 

Is  Orece  whylom  werBn  brethren  two, 
Of  whiche  ih*t  oon  wm  called  Danao, 
That  many  a  sone  hath  of  his  body  wonne, 
Am  Kwiche  false  lovers  ofte  oonne.        2565 
jLmott^  his  sones  alle  ther  was  oon 
That  aldermost  he  lovede  of  eyerichoon. 
And  whan  this  child  was  bom,  this  Danao 
Shoop  him   a    name,  and    called    him 

Iiino. 
That  other  brother  called  was  Egiste,  3570 
That  was  of  lore  as  fals  as  ever  him 

liste,  (10) 

And  many  a  doghter  gat  he  in  his  lyve ; 
Of  which  he  gat  upon  his  righte  wyve 
A  doghter  dere,  and  dide  her  for  to  calle 
Ypermistra,  yongest  of  hem  alle  ;        2575 
The  whiche  child,  of  her  nativitee. 
To  alle  gode  thewes  bom  was  she, 
As  lyked  to  the  goddes,  or  she  was  bom, 
That  of  the  shefe    she  sholde    be    the 

com ;  (18) 

The  Wirdes,  that  we  clepen  Destinee,  2580 
Hath  shapen  her  that  she  mot  nedes  be 
Pitonse,  sadde,  wyse,  and  trewe  as  steel; 
And  to  this  woman  hit  aooordeth  weeL 
For,  though  that  Venus  yaf  her  greet 

beautee, 
With  Jnpiter  oomponned  so  was  she  2585 
That  conscience,  troothe,  and  dreed  of 

shame, 
And  of  her  wyfhood  for  to  kepe  her  name, 
This,  thonghte  her,  was  felicitee  as  here. 
And  rede  Mars  was,  that  tjrme  of  the 

yere. 
So  feble,  that  his  malice  is  him  raft,   9590 
Beprassed  hath  Venus  his  crtiel  crafb ;  (30) 
fWhat  with  Venus  and  other  oppressioun 
Of  houses.  Mars  his  venim  is  adonn. 
That  Ypermistra  dar  nat  handle  a  knyf 
In  malice,  thogh  she  sholde  leee  her  lyf. 
Bat  natheles,  as  heven  gan  tho  tome,  2596 
To  badde  aspectes  hath  she  of  Satume, 

O 


That  made  her  for  to  deyen  in  prisoun, 
As  I  shal  after  make  menoioun. 

To  Daaao  and  Egistes  also-^  2600 

Al-thogh  so  be  that  they  were  brethren 

two,  (40) 

For  thilke  tyme  nas  spared  no  linage — 
Hit  lyked  hem  to  maken  manage 
Betwix  Ypermistra  and  him  Lino, 
And  casten  swiche  a  day  hit  shal  be  BO ;  a6os 
And  All  acorded  was  hit  witterly; 
The  array  is  wroght,  the  tyme  is  faste  by. 
And  thus  Lino  hath  of  his  fadres  brother 
The  doghter  wedded,  and  eohe  of  hem 

hath  other. 
The  torches  brennen  and  the  lampes 

brighte,  2610 

The  sacrifices  been  fal  redy  dight« ;     (50) 
Th^encens  out  of  the  fyre  reketh  sote, 
The  flour,  the  leef  is  rent  up   by  the 

rote 
To  maken  garlands  and  corounes  hye  ; 
Ful  is  the  place  of  soun  of  minstralcye. 
Of  songes  amorous  of  manage,  a6t6 

As  thilke  tyme  was  the  pleyn  usage. 
And  this  was  in  the  paleys  of  Egiste, 
That  in  his  hous  was  lord,  right  as  him 

liste ; 
And  thus  the  day  they  dryven  to  on 

ende ;  2620 

The  frendes  taken  leve,  and  boom  they 

wende.  (60) 

The  night  is  come,  the  bryd  shal  go  to 

bedde; 
Egiste  to  his  chambre  faste  him  spedde. 
And  privily  he  let  his  doghter  calle. 
Whan  that  the  hous  was  voided  of  hem 

alle,  2635 

He  loked    on    his    doghter  with    glad 

chere. 
And  to  her  spak,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
*My  righte   doghter,    tresor    of  myn 

hertel 
Sin  first  that  day  that  shapen  was  my 

sherte, 

3 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


394 


Zfit  Be^enb  of  &ool  (Biomtn. 


Or  by  the  fatal  sastren  had  my  dom,  2630 
So  ny  myn  herte  never  thing  me  com  (70) 
As    thou,     myn     Ypermistra,     doghter 

dere ! 
Tak  heed  what    I    thy  fader   sey  thee 

here, 
And  werk  after  thy  wyser  ever-mo. 
For  alderfirste,  doghter,  I  love  thee  so  2635 
That  al  the  world  to  me  nis  half  so  leef ; 
Ne  I  nolde  rede  thee  to  thy  mischeef 
For  al  the  gode  under  the  colde  mone  ; 
And  what  I  mene,  hit  shal  be  seid  right 

sone, 
With  protestacioun,  as  in  this  wyse,  2640 
That,  but  thou  do  as  I  shal  thee  devyae, 
Thou  shalt  be  deed,  by  him  that  al  hath 

wroght !  (81) 

At  shorte  wordes,  thou  n'esoapest  noght 
Out  of  my  paleys,  or  that  thou  be  deed. 
But  thou  oonsente  and  werke  after  my 

reed ;  3645 

Tak  this  to  thee  for  ful  conclusioun.' 

This  Ypermistra  caste  her  eyen  doun. 
And   quook  as  dooth    the  leef  of  aspe 

grene; 
Deed  wex  her  hewe,  and  lyk  as  ash  to 

sene,  2649 

And  seyde,  4ord  and  fader,  al  your  wille. 
After  my  might,  god  wot,  I  shal  fulfllle, 
So  hit  to  me  be  no  confusioun.'  (91) 

*  I  nil,'  quod  he, '  have  noon  excepcioun ' ; 
And  out  he  caughte  a  knyf,  asrasour  kene ; 
'Hyd  this,'  quod  he,  *that  hit  be  nat  y- 

sene ;  2655 

And,  whan  thyn  husbond  is  to  bedde  y-go, 
Whyl  that  he  slepeth,  cut  his  throte  a-two. 
For  in  my  dremes  hit  is  warned  me 
How  that  my  nevew  shal  my  bane  be, 
But  whiche   I  noot,  wherfor  I  wol  be 

siker.  2660 

Yif  thou  sey  nay,  we  two  shul  have  a 

biker  (100) 

As  I  have  seyd,   by  him    that  I  have 

sworn.' 
This  Ypermistra  hath  ny  her  wit  forlon ; 
And,  for  to  i>assen  harmles  of  that  place. 
She  graunted  him ;  ther  was  non  other 

grace.  2665 

And  therwith-al  a  costrel  taketh  he, 
And  seyde,  '  herof  a  draught,  or  two  or 

three; 


Yif  t^iTn   to   drinke,    whan  he  goth    to 

reste. 
And  he  shal  slope  as  longe  as  over  thee 

leste, 
The  narootiks  and  opies  been  so  stronge  : 
And  go  thy  wey,  lest  that  him  thinke 

longe.'  (110)2671 

Out  comth  the  bryd,  and  with  ftil  sober 

chore. 
As  is  of  maidens  ofbe  the  manere, 
To  chambre  is  broght  with  revel  and  with 

songe. 
And  shortly,  lest  this  tale  be  to  longe,  2675 
This  Lino  and  she  ben  sone  broght  to 

bedde; 
And  every  wight  out  at  the  dore  him 

spedde. 
The  night  is  wasted,  and  he  fel  a-slepe  ; 
Ful  tenderly  beginneth  she  to  wepe. 
She    rist   her   up,    and    dredfuUy    she 

quaketh,  2680 

As    doth    the    braunche   that  Zephirus 

shaketh,  (120) 

And  husht  were  aUe  in  Argon  that  oitee. 
As  cold  as  any  frost  now  wexeth  she ; 
For  pite  by  the  herte  her  streyneth  so, 
And  dreed  of  deeth  doth  her  so  moche  wo, 
That  thryes  doun  she  fil  in    swiche  a 

were.  2686 

She  rist  her  up,  and  stakereth  heer  and 

there, 
And  on  her  handes  faste  loketh  she. 
^Allas !  and  shul  my  handes  blody  be  f 
I  am  a  maid,  and,  as  by  my  nature,   2690 
And  by  my  semblant  and  by  my  vesture, 
Myn  handes  been  nat  shapen  for  a  knyf, 
As  for  to  reve  no  man  fro  his  lyf.        (152) 
What  devil  have  I  with  the  knyf  to  do  ? 
And  shal  I  have  my  throte  oorve  a-two  ? 
Then  shal  I  blede,  alias!   and  me  be- 

shende ;  2696 

And  nodes  cost  this  thing  mot  have  an 

ende; 
Or  he  or  I  mot  nodes  lese  our  ly£ 
Now  oertes,'  quod  she,  *  sin  I  am  his  wyf, 
And  hath  my  feith,  yit  is  it  bet  for  me 
For  to  be  deed  in  wyfly  honestee  (140)  2701 
Than  be  a  traitour  living  in  my  shame. 
Be  as  be  may,  for  ernest  or  for  game, 
He  shal  awake,  and  ryse  and  go  his  way 
Out  at  this  goter,  or  that  hit  be  day  I ' — 
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And  weep  fill  tenderly  upon  his  &oe,  2706 
And  in  her  armea  gan  him  to  embrace, 
And  him  ahe  roggeth  and  awaketh  aofte  ; 
And  at    the  window  leep    he   fro  the 

lofte 
Whan  she  hath  warned  him,  and  doon 

him  bote.  3710 

This  Lino  swifte  was,  and  light  of  fote, 

And  from  his  wyf  he  ran  a  fnl  good  pas. 

This  sely  woman  is  so  wayk,  alias !    (153) 

And  helples  so,  that,  or  that  she  fer 

wente, 
Her  cruel  fader  dide  her  for  to  hemte.  3715 


Alias !  Lino !  why  art  thou  so  onkinde  ? 
Why  ne  haddest  thou  remembred  in  thy 

minde 
To  taken  her,  and  lad  her  for^  with 

thee? 
For,  whan  she  saw  that  goon  awey  was  he, 
And  that  she  mighte  nat  so  faste  go,    2720 
Ne  folwen  him,  she  sette  her  doon  right 

tho,  (x6o) 

Til  she  was  canght  and  fetered  in  prisoun. 

This  tale  is  seid  for  this  oonolnsionn.  .  . 

{Unfinished.) 
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A  TREATISE   ON   THE 
ASTROLABE. 


PEOLOGUS. 


LzTEL  Lowifl  my  sone,  I  have  perceived 
wel  by  certeyne  evidences  thyn  abilite  to 
leme  scienoez  tonohingo  nonmbres  and 
proporcioons ;  and  as  wel  considere  I  thy 

5  bisy  preyere  in  special  to  leme  the  Tretis 

of  the  Astrolabie.     Than,  for  as  mechel 

OS  a  philosofre  seith,  *•  he  wrappeth  him  in 

his    frendf  that    condescendeth   to    the 

'  rightfxd  preyers  of  liis  frend/  ther-for 

lo  have  I  geven  thee  a  suffisaunt  Astrolabie 
ns  for  oore  orizonte,  oompowned  after  the 
latitude  of  Oxenford;  up-on  whichf  by 
modiacion  of  this  litel  tretis,  I  purpose  to 
teche  thee  a  certein  nombre  of  conda- 

15  sions  apertening  to  the  same  instmment. 
I  seye  a  certein  of  conclusiouns,  for  three 
causes.  The  ftirste  cause  is  this :  truste  wel 
that  alle  the  conclusiouns  that  han  ben 
founde,    or    olles    possibly   mighten    be 

an  founde  in  so  noble  an  instrument  as  an 
Astrolabie,  ben  un-knowe  perfidy  to  any 
mortal  man  in  this  regioun,  as  I  suppose. 
A-nother  cause  is  this ;  that  S3thly,  in  any 
tretis  of  the  Astrolabie  that  I  have  seyn, 

35  there  ben  some  conclusions  that  wole  nat 
in  alle  thinges  performen  hir  bihestes; 
and  some  of  hem  ben  to  harde  to  thy 
tendre  age  often  yeer  to  oonseyve.  This 
tretis,  dixdded  in  fyve  parties,  wole  I  shewe 

30  thee  under  Ail  lighte  rewles  and  naked 
wordes  in  English ;  for  Latin  ne  oanstow 


yit  but  smal,  my  lyte  sone.  But  natheles, 
suffyse  to  thee  thise  trewe  conclusiouns  in 
English,  as  wel  as  suf^seth  to  thise  noble 
derkes  Qrekos  thise  same  conclusiouns  in  35 
Greek,  and  to  Arabiens  in  Arabik,  and  to 
Jewes  in  Ebrew,  and  to  the  Latin  folk  in 
Latin  ;  whiche  Latin  folk  han  hem  f^rst 
out  of  othre  diverse  langagos,  and  writen 
in  hir  owne  tonge,  that  is  to  sein,  in  40 
Latin.  And  god  wot,  that  in  alle  thise 
langages,  and  in  many  mo,  han  thise 
conclusiouns  ben  suffisantly  lemed  and 
taught,  and  jdt  by  diverse  rewles,  right  as 
diverse  pathes  leden  diverse  folk  the  45 
righte  wey  to  Bome.  Now  wol  I  prey 
meekly  every  discreet  persone  that  redeth 
or  hereth  this  litel  tretis,  to  have  my 
rewde  ondyting  for  excused,  and  my 
superfluite  of  wordes,  for  two  causes  The  50 
firste  cause  is,  for  that  curious  endyting 
and  hard  sentence  is  ful  hevy  atones  for 
swich  a  child  to  leme.  And  the  seconde 
cause  is  this,  that  sothly  me  semeth  betre 
to  wr3rten  un-to  &  child  twyes  a  good  55 
sentence,  than  he  foigete  it  ones.  And 
Lowis,  yif  BO  be  that  I  shewe  thee  in  my 
lighte  English  as  trewe  conclusiouns 
touching  this  matere,  and  naught  only  a« 
trewe  but  as  many  and  os  sabtil  con-  60 
dusiouns  as  ben  shewed  in  Latin  in  any 
commune  tretis  of  the  Astrolabie,  con  me 
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the  more  thank ;  and  preye  god  iave  the 
kin^,  that  is  lord  of  this  langage,  and  alle 
(^  that  him  feyth  bereth  and  obejeth,  ever* 
ech  in  his  degree,  the  more  and  the  lasae. 
But  considere  wel,  that  I  ne  tunurpe  nat  to 
have  fonnde  this  werk  of  my  lahoor  or  of 
myn  engyn.  I  nam  bnt  a  lewd  com- 
70  pilatoor  of  the  labour  of  olde  Astro- 
logiens,  and  have  hit  translated  in  myn 
Knglish  only  for  thy  dootrine  ;  and  with 
this  swerd  i^al  I  sleen  envye. 

I.  The  firste  partie  of  this  tretis  ahal 

75  reherse  the  figures  and  the  membres  of 

thyn  Astrolabie,  bi-cause  that  thou  ahalt 

han  the  grottre  knowing  of  thyn  owne 

instrument. 

IL  The  second  partie  shal  teohe  thee 
2o  werken  the  verrey  practik  of  the  foneide 
condusionns,  as  ferforth  and  as  narwe 
as  may  be  showed  in  so  smal  an  instru- 
ment portatif  aboute.  For  wel  wot  eveiy 
astrologien  that  smalest  fraccions  ne  wol 
85  nat  ben  shewed  in  so  smal  an  instrument, 
as  in  subtil  tables  calculed  ibr  a  cause. 

in.  The  thriddo  partie  shal  contienen 
diverse  tables  of  longitudes  and  latitudes 
of  sterros  fixe  for  the  Astrolabie,  and 
90  tables  of  declinacions  of  the  sonne,  and 
tables  of  longitudes  of  oitees  and  of 
townes ;  and  as  wel  for  the  govemanoe 


of  a  olokke  as  for  to  flnde  the  altitude 
meridian ;    and  many  another  notable 
conolusionn,  after  the  kalendres  of  the  95 
reverent  derkes,  firere  L  Somer  and  frere 
K.  Lenne. 

lY.  The  farthe  partie  shal  ben  a  theorik 
to  declare  the  moevinge  of  the  celestial 
bodies  with    the   causes.     The   whicfae  lou 
ferthe  partie  in  special  shal  shewen  a 
table  of  the  verray  moeving  of  the  mone 
firom  hours  to  houre,  every  day  and  in 
every  signe,  after  thyn  almenak ;  upon 
which  table  ther  iblwith  a  canon,  snffi-  105 
sant  to  teche  as  wel  the  maner  of  the 
wyrking  of  that  same  ocnclnsioun,  as  to 
knowe  in  oore  orisonte  with  which  de- 
gree of  the  sodiao  that  the  mone  ariseth 
in  any  latitude ;  and  the  arising  o£  any  no 
planets  after  his  latitude  fro  the  ediptik 
lyne. 

y.  The  flfte  partie  shal  ben  an  intro- 
dootorie  after  thestatuts  of  cure  doctonrs, 
in  which  thou  maist  leme  a  gret  part  of  1 15 
the  general  i«wles  of  theorik  in  astrologie. 
In  which  fifte  partie  shaltow  flnde  tables 
of  equaoions  of  houses  aftur  the  latitude 
of  Ozenford ;  and  tables  of  dignetes  of 
plonetes,  and  other  notofbl  thinges,  yif  120 
god.  wol  vouohe-aauf  and  his  modur  the 
mayde.  mo  than  I  behete,  fto. 


PABT  L 


Hmbm  BiatsiraTR  m  dxbcripcios  or  rm 

ASTBOItABIK. 

1.  Thyn  Astrolabie  hath  a  ring  to 
putten  on  the  thoumbe  of  thy  right 
hand  in  taking  the  heighte  of  thinges. 
And  tak  keep,  for  from  hennes-forthward, 

5  I  wol  depe  the  heighte  of  any  thing  that 
is  taken  by  thy  rewle,  the  altitude,  with- 
onte  mo  wordes. 

2.  This  ring  renneth  in  a  maner  turet, 
fast  to  the  moder  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  in 
so  xowm  a  space  that  hit  desturbeth  nat 
the  instrument  to  hangen  after  his  righte 

5  centre. 


8.  The  Hoder  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  the 
thikkeste  plate,  peroed  with  a  large  hole, 
that  reaseorveth  in  hir  wombe  the  thinne 
plates  compowned  for  diverse  dymats, 
and  thy  xist  shapen  in  manere  of  a  net  or  5 
of  a  webbe  of  a  loppe ;  and  for  the  more 
dedaradoun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

4.  This  moder  is  devyded  on  the  bak- 
half  with  a  lyne,  that  cometh  dessend- 
inge  fro  the  ring  down  to  the  nethereste 
bordure.  The  whiche  Ijme,  fine  the  for- 
seide  ring  un-to  the  centre  of  the  large  5 
hole  amidde,  is  doped  the  south  lyne,  or 
eUes  the  lyne  meridional.  And  the 
xemenant  of  this  lyne  downe  to  the  bor- 
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dure  la  deped  ihe  north  lyne,  or  elles  the 
lo  lyne  of  midnight.      And  for  the  more 
declaraoionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 

5.  Over-thwart  this  for-eeide  longe 
lyne,  ther  crosseth  him  another  lyne  of 
the  same  lengthe  from  est  to  west.  Of 
the  whiche  lyne,  from  a  litel  croys  +  in 

5  the  hordure  tm-to  the  centre  of  the  large 
hole,  is  deped  the  Est  lyne,  or  elles  the 
lyne  Orientale ;  and  the  remenant  of  this 
lyne  fro  the  forseide  +  nn-to  the  hordure, 
is  deped  the  West  lyne,  or  the  lyne  Ocoi- 
lo  dentale.  Now  hastow  here  the  fonre 
quarters  of  thin  astrolabie,  devsrded  after 
the  foure  princj|>als  plages  or  quarters  of 
the  firmament.  And  for  the  more  dedar- 
acioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

6.  The  est  side  of  thyn  Astrolahie  is 
deped  the  right  side,  and  the  west  side 
is  deped  the  left  side.  Forget  nat  this, 
litd  Lewis.    Put  the  ring  of  thyn  Astro- 

5  labie  upon  the  thoumbe  of  thy  right 
hand,  and  thanne  wole  his  right  syde  be 
toward  thy  left  syde,  and  his  left  syde 
wol  be  toward  thy  right  syde;  tak  this 
rewle  general,  as  wd  on  tiie  bak  as  on 

ic)  the  wombe-side.  Upon  the  ende  of  this 
est  lyne,  as  I  first  seide,  is  marked  a  litd 
+  ,  whei^«8  evere-mo  generaly  is  con- 
sidered the  entring  of  the  first  degree  in 
whidi  the  Sonne  aryseth.     And  for  the 

15  more  dedaradoun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

7.  Fro  this  litel  +  up  to  the  ende  of 
the  lyne  meridional,  under  the  ring, 
shaltow  finden  the  bordure  devyded  with 
90  degrees ;  and  by  that  same  propordoun 

5  is  every  quarter  of  thin  Astrolahie  de- 
vyded.  Over  the  whiche  degrees  ther 
ben  noumbres  of  augrim,  that  devyden 
thilke  same  degrees  firo  fyve  to  iyve^  as 
sheweth  by  longe  strykes  by-twene.     Of 

10  whiche  longe  strykes  the  space  by-twene 
contienith  a  mile-wey.  And  every  degree 
of  the  bordure  oontieneth  fonre  minutes, 
that  is  to  seyn,  minutes  of  an  hoore. 
And  for  more  dedaradoun,  lo  here  the 

15  figure. 

8.  Under  the  oompas  of  thilke  degrees 
ben  writen  the  names  of  the  Twdve 
Signes,  as  Aries,  Taurus,  Gemini,  Cancer, 
lieo,  Virgo,  libra,  Scorpio,  Sagittcurius, 


Gaprioomus,  Aquarius,  Pisces;  and  the  5 
nombres  of  the  degrees  of  tho  signes  ben 
writen  in  augrim  above,  and  with  longe 
devisiouns,  fro  fyve  to  fyve ;  devyded  fro 
tyme  that  the  signe  entreth  un-to  the 
laste  ende.  But  understond  wd,  that  10 
thise  degrees  of  signes  ben  everioh  of  hem 
considered  of  60  minutes,  and  every 
minute  of  60  seoondes,  and  so  forth  in-to 
smale  fracoions  infinit,  as  seiih  Alka- 
buoius.  And  ther-for,  know  wd,  that  15 
a  degree  of  the  bordure  contieneth  fonre 
minutes,  and  a  degree  of  a  signe  con- 
tieneth 60  minutes,  and  have  this  in 
minde.  And  for  the  more  dedaradoon, 
lo  here  thy  figure.  ao 

9.  Next  this  folweth  the  Cercle  of  the 
Dayes,  that  ben  figured  in  maner  of 
degrees,  that  contienen  in  noumbre  365  ; 
divyded  also  with  longe  stiykes  firo  fyve 
to  fyve,  and  the  nombres  in  augrim  5 
writen  under  that  cerde.  And  for  more 
dedaradoun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

10.  Next  the  Cerde  of  the  Dayes,  fol- 
weth. the  Cerde  o£  the  names  of  the 
Monthes;  that  is  to  seyen,  Januare, 
Februare,  Harcius,  Aprile,  Mayus,  Juln, 
Julius,  Augustus,  Septembre,  October,  5 
Novembre,  Deoembre.  The  names  of 
thise  monthes  were  deped  in  Arabiens, 
somme  for  hir  propretees,  and  some  by 
statuts  of  lordes,  some  by  other  lordes  of 
Rome.  Eek  of  thise  monthes,  as  lyked  10 
to  Julius  Cesar  and  to  Cesar  Augustus, 
some  were  compowned  of  diverse  nom- 
bres of  dayes,  as  Juil  and  August.  Thanne 
hath  Januare  31  dayes,  Februare  aK, 
March  31,  Aprille  30,  May  31,  Junius  30,  15 
Julius  31,  Augustus  31,  September  30, 
Octobre  31,  Novembre  30,  December  31. 
Nathdes,  al-though  that  Julius  Cesar 
took  3  dayes  out  of  Feverer  and  put  hem 
in  his  moneth  of  JuUle,  and  Augustus  jo 
Cesar  deped  the  moneth  of  August  after 
his  name,  and  ordeyned  it  of  31  dayes, 
yit  truste  wd,  that  the  sonne  dwdleth 
ther-for  nevere  the  more  ne  lesse  in  oon 
signe  than  in  another.  35 

11.  Than  folwen  the  names  of  the 
Halidayes  in  the  Kalender,  and  next 
heni  the  lettzes  of  the  Abo.  on  which. 
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they  fallen.    And  for  the  more  dedara- 

5  cioon,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

12.  Next  the  forseide  Cerole  of  the 
Abe,  under  the  croe-lyne,  is  marked/the 
scale,  in  maner  of  two  sqnyres,  or  elles  in 
manere  of  laddres,  that  serveth  by  hise 

5  12  poyntes  and  his  devisiouns  of  fnl 
many  a  snbtil  condosionn.  Of  this  for- 
seide scale,  fro  the  croos-lyne  un-to  the 
verre  angle,  is  deped  fumbra  vena,  and 
the  nether  partie  is  deped  the  fumbra 
lo  reetOf  or  elles  umbra  extenaa.  And  for 
the  more  dedaracionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 
18.  Thanne  hastow  a  brood  Bewle, 
that  hath  on  either  ende  a  square  plate 
perced  with  a  certein  holes,  some  more 
and  some  lesse,  to  resseyven  the  stremes 

5  of  the  Sonne  by  day,  and  eek  by  media- 
cioon  of  thyn  eye,  to  knowe  the  idtitnde 
of  sterres  by  nighte.  And  for  the  more 
dedaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

14.  Thanne  is  ther  a  large  Pyn,  in 
maner  of  an  eztree,  that  goth  thorow 
the  hole,  that  halt  the  tables  of  the 
clymates  and  the  riet  in  the  wombe  of 

5  the  Moder,  thorw  which  Fyn  ther  goth 
a  litel  wegge  which  that  is  cleped  '  the 
hors,'  that  streyneth  aUe  thise  parties  to- 
hepe ;  this  forseide  grete  Pyn,  in  maner 
of  an  extree,  is  imagined  to  be  the  Pol 

lo  Artik  in  thyn  Astrolabie.  And  for  the 
more  dedaracionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 

15.  The  wombe-side  of  thyn  Astrolabie 
is  also  devyded  with  a  longe  croys  in 
foure  quarters  from  est  to  west,  fro  south 
to  north,  fro  right  ayde  to  left  syde,  as  is 

5  the  bak-syde.  And  for  the  more  declara- 
doun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

16.  The  bordnre  of  which  wombe-side 
is  devyded  fro  the  poynt  of  the  est  lyne 
un-to  the  poynt  of  the  south  lyne  under 
the  ring,  in  90  degree ;  and  by  that  same 

5  proporcioun  is  every  quarter  devyded  as 
is  the  bak-^yde,  that  amonteth  360  de> 
grees.  And  understond  wel,  that  degrees 
of  this  bordure  ben  answering  and  con- 
sentrik  to  the  degrees  of  the  Equinoxial, 

lu  that  is  devyded  in  the  same  nombre  as 
every  others  cerde  is  in  the  heye  hevene. 
This  same  bordure  is  devyded  also  with 
3$  lettres  capitals  and  a  smal  croys  + 


above  the  south  lyne,  that  sheweth  the 
34.  houree  equals  of  the  clokke ;  and,  as  15 
I  have  said,  5  of  thise  degrees  maken 
a  mile-w^,  and  3  mile-wey  maken  an 
honre.  And  every  degree  of  this  bordure 
oonteneth  4  minutes,  and  every  minut 
60  seooundes ;  now  have  I  told  thee  twye.  20 
And  for  the  more  dedaracionn,  lo  here 
thefignre. 

17.  The  plate  under  thy  net  is  des- 
oiyved  with  3  prindpal  oerdes ;  of  whiche 
the  leste  is  deped  the  cercle  of  Cancer, 
by-canse  that  the  heved  of  Cancer  turneth 
evermor  oonsentrik  up-on  the  same  5 
cercle.  In  this  heved  of  Cancer  is  the 
grettest  dedinacioun  northward  of  the 
Sonne.  And  ther-for  is  he  cleped  the 
Solstidoun  of  Somer;  whiche  declina- 
doxm,  aftnr  Ptholome,  is  33  degrees  10 
and  50  minutes,  as  wel  in  Cancer  as  in 
Gaprioome.  Tbis  signs  of  Cancer  is 
deped  the  Tropik  of  Somer,  of  tropot, 
that  is  to  seyn  '  agaynward  ;'  for  thanne 
by-ginneth  the  Sonne  to  passe  fro  us-  15 
ward.  And  for  the  more  dedaradoun, 
lo  hare  the  figure. 

The  middd  cerde  in  wydnesse,  of  thise 
3,  is  deped  the  Cerde  Equinoxial ;  up-on 
whiche  turneth   evermo   the   hedes   of  ao 
Aries  and  libra.    And  understond  wel, 
that  evermo  this  Cerde  Equinoxial  turn- 
eth justly  fro  verrey  est  to  verrey  west ; 
as  I  have  shewed  thee  in  the  spere  solide. 
This  same  cerde  is  deped  also  the  Weyere,  25 
equator,  of  the  day  ;  for  whan  the  sonne 
is  in  the  hevedes  of  Aries  and  Libra, 
than  ben  the  dasres  and  the  nightes  ilyke 
of  lengthe  in  al  the  world.     And  ther- 
fore  ben  thise   two   signes   called    the  30 
Equinoxies.  And  alle  that  moeveth  with- 
in the  hevedes  of  thise  Aries  and  libra, 
his  moeving  is  cleped  north-ward ;  and 
alle  that  moeveth  with-oute  thise  hevedes, 
his  moeving  is  cleped  south-ward  as  fro  ;^5 
the  equinoxiaL    Tak  keep  of  thise  lati- 
tudes north  and  sowth,  and  forget  it  nat. 
By  this  Cerde  Equinoxial  ben  considered 
the  24  houres  of  the  dokke ;  for  everemo 
the  arysing  of  15  degrees  of  the  equinoxial  40 
maketh  an  houre  equal  of  the  dokke. 
This  equinoxial  is  deped  the  girdel  of 
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the  firste  moeving,  or  elles  of  the  angulus 
primi  moius  vel  primi  mohilia.    And  noto, 

45  that  firste  moeving  is  deped  *  moeving ' 
of  the  flrsto  moevable  of  the  8  gpero, 
whiohe  moeving  is  fro  est  to  west,  and 
efl  agayn  in-to  est;  also  it  is  clepid 
'girdel*  of  the   first    moeving,    for   it 

SO  departeth  the  firste  moevable,  that  is  to 

soyu,  the  spere,   in  two  ilyke    parties, 

evene-distants  fro  the  poles  of  this  world. 

The  wydeste  of  thise  three  principal 

ceroles  is  deped  the  Cerole  of  Capricome, 

55  by-canse  that  the  heved  of  Caprioome 
tometh  evermo  consentrik  np-on  the 
samo  cerde.  In  the  heved  of  this  for- 
seide  Caprioome  is  the  gn^test  declina- 
oioun  southward  of  the  sonne,  and  ther- 

6o  for  is  it  deped  the  Solstidoon  of  Winter. 
This  signe  of  Oapiioome  is  also  deped 
the  Tropik  of  Winter,  for  thanns  bygin- 
neth  the  sonne  to  oome  agayn  to  as- ward. 
And  for  the  more  dedaradoon,  lo  here 

65  thy  fignro. 

18.  Upon  this  forsoide  plate  ben  com- 
passed certein  ceroles  that  highten  Al- 
micanteras,  of  which  som  of  hem  semen 
perfit  cerdes,  and  somme  semen  inperfit. 
5  The  centre  that  standith  »-middes  the 
narwest  cerde  is  cleped  the  Senith  ;  and 
the  netherest  oercle,  or  the  flrste  cerde, 
is  depid  the  Orisonte,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  cerde  that  devydeth  the  two  emi- 

10  speries,  that  is,  the  partie  of  the  hevene 
a-bove  the  erthe  and  the  partie  be»nethe. 
Thise  Almioanteras  ben  compowned  by 
two  and  two,  al«be-it  so  that  on  divers 
Astrolabies  some  Almioanteras  ben  de- 
15  vyded  by  oon,  and  some  by  two,  and 
somme  by  three,  after  the  quantite  of  the 
Astrolabie.  This  fbrseide  senith  is  im- 
agened  to  ben  the  verrey  point  over  the 
orowne  of  thyn  heved;   and  also  this 

20  senith  is  the  verr^  pool  of  the  orisonte 
in  eveiy  regionn.  And  for  the  more 
dedaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

10.  From  this  senith,  as  it  semeih,  ther 
oome  a  manor  orokede  strykes  lyke  to 
the  dawes  of  a  loppe,  or  elles  like  to  the 
werk  of  a  womanes  calle,  in  kerving  over* 
5  thwart  the  Almikanteras.  And  thise 
same  strykes  or  divisionns  ben  cleped 


Asdmuths.  And  they  devyden  the  ori- 
sonte of  thyn  Astrolabie  in  four  and 
twenty  devisioans.  And  thise  Azimuts 
serven  to  knowe  the  oostes  of  the  finn»-  ■(> 
ment,  and  to  othre  conclnsionns,  as  for 
to  knowe  the  oenith  of  the  sonne  and  of 
eveiy  sterre.  And  for  more  dedaradoan, 
lo  here  thy  flgfare. 

20.  Next  thise  asimnts,  under  the 
Cerde  of  Omoer,  ben  ther  twelve  de- 
visiouns  embelif,  moehe  like  to  the  shap 
of  the  aaimutes,  that  shewen  the  spaces 
of  the  houres  of  planetes  ;  and  for  more  5 
dedaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

21.  The  Biet  of  thyn  Astrolabie  with 
thy  aodiak,  shapen  in  maner  of  a  net 
or  of  a  lopp»-webbe  after  the  olde  des- 
oripdoun,  which  thow  mayst  tomen  np 
and  doun  as  thy-self  lyketh,  oonteneth  5 
certein  nombre  of  sterres  fixes,  with  hir 
longitudes  and  latitudes  determinat ;  yif 
so  be  that  the  makere  have  nat  erred. 
Hie  names  of  the  sterres  ben  writen  in 
the  margin  of  the  riet  ther  as  they  sitte  ;  10 
of  whiche  sterres  the  smale  poynt  is 
deped  the  Centre.  And  understond  also 
that  alle  sterres  sittinge  with-in  tho 
Eodiak    of  thyn   Astrolabie  ben  deped 

'  sterres  of  tho  north,'  for  they  arysen  15 
by  nortlio  the  est  lyne.    And  alle  the 
remenant  fixed,  out  of  the  sodiak,  ben 
deped  *  sterres  of  the  south ; '  but  I  sey 
nat  that  they  arysen  alle  by  souths  the 
est  lyne;    witnesse   on  Aldeberan   and  30 
Algomejrsa.    Oenerally  understond  this 
rewle,  that  thilke  sterres  that  ben  deped 
sterres  of  the  north  arysen  rather  than 
the  degree  of  hir  longitude,  and  alle  the 
sterres  of  the  south   aiysen  after   the  25 
degree  of  hir  longitude ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
sterres  fixed  in  thyn   Astrolabie.     The 
mesuze  of  this  longitude  of  sterres  is 
taken  in  the  lyne  eoliptik  of  hevene, 
under  which  lyne,  whan  that  the  sonne  30 
and  the  mono  ben  lyne-right  or  elles  in 
the  superfioe  of  this  lyne,  than  is  tho 
edips  of  the  sonne  or  of  the  mone ;   as 
I  shal  declare,  and  eek  the  cause  wh)'. 
But  sothly  the  Ediptik   Lyne    of  thy  35 
sodiak  is  the  outtereste  bordure  of  thy 
sodiak,  ther  the  degrees  ben  marked. 
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Thy  Zodiak  of  ihyn  ABtroIftbie  is  shapen 
as  a  compas  which  that  oonteneth  alargo 

40  brede,  as  after  the  qnaatite  of  thyn 
Astrolabie ;  in  ensampls  that  the  sodiak 
in  hevene  is  imagened  to  ben  a  snperfloe 
Qontening  a  latitude  of  twelve  degrees, 
wheras  al  the  lemenant  of  cerdes  in  the 

45  hevene  ben  imagined  verrej  lynes  with- 
oate  eny  latitude.  Amiddes  this  celestial 
zodiak  ys  imagined  a  lyne,  which  that  is 
cieped  the  Ecliptik  L^ne,  under  which 
lyne  is  evermo  the  wey  of  the  stmne. 

Su  Thus  ben  ther  six  degrees  of  the  aodiak 
on  that  oon  side  of  the  lyne,  and  six 
degrees  on  that  other.  This  sodiak  ia 
devided  in  twelve  jurincipal  devisiouns, 
that  departen  the  twelve  signes.    And, 

55  far  the  streitnes  of  thin  Astrolabie,  than 
is  every  smal  devisioun  in  a  signe  de- 
partid  by  two  degrees  and  two ;  I  mene 
degrees  contening  sixty  minutes.  And 
this  foiaeide  hevenissh  sodiak  is  cieped 

60  the  Cercle  of  the  SigneB,  or  the  Cerde 
of  the  Bestes ;  for  eodia  in  langage  of 
Oreek  sowneth  *  bestes '  in  Latin  tonge  ,* 
and  in  the  aodiak  ben  the  twelve  signes 
that  han  names  of  bestes ;  or  elles,  for 

65  whan  the  Sonne  entieth  in  any  of  the 
signes,  he  taketh  the  propretee  of  swich 
bestes ;  or  elles,  for  that  the  sterres  that 
ben  there  fixed  ben  disposed  in  signes  of 
bestes,  or  shape  like  bestes;    or  elles, 

70  whan  the  planetes  ben  under  thilke 
signes,  they  oausen  us  by  hir  influence 
operaciouns  and  effectes  lyk  to  the  opera- 
oiouns  of  bestes.  And  understonde  also, 
that  whan  an  hot  planete  cometh  in-to 

75  an  hot  signs,  than  encreeaeth  his  hete ; 


and  yif  a  planete  be  cold,  thanno  amen- 
useth  his  coldnesee,  by-cause  of  the  bote 
eigne.  And  by  this  oondnsioun  maystow 
take  ensample  in  alle  the  signes,  be  they 
moist  or  diye,  or  moeble  or  fix ;  rekening  80 
the  qualitee  of  the  planete  as  I  first 
seide.  And  everich  of  thise  twelve  signes 
hath  respecte  to  a  certein  paroello  of  the 
body  of  a  man  and  hath  it  in  governance ; 
as  Aries  hath  thyn  heved,  and  Taurus  thy  85 
nekke  and  thy  throte,  Gemini  thyn 
armholes  and  thyn  armes,  and  so  forth ; 
as  shal  be  shewed  more  pl^yn  in  the  fiile 
partie  of  this  tretisL  This  sodiak,  which 
that  is  part  of  the  eighte  spere,  over-  9*> 
kerveth  the  equinoxial ;  and  he  over- 
kerveth  him  again  in  evene  parties ;  and 
that  on  half  declineth  southward,  and 
that  other  northward,  as  pleynly  do- 
elareth  the  tretis  of  the  spere.  And  for  95 
more  dedaraoionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

22.  Thanne  hastow  a  label,  that  is 
schapen  lyk  a  rewle,  save  that  it  is  streit 
and  hath  no  plates  on  either  ende  with 
holes ;  but,  with  the  smale  point  of  the 
forseide  labd,  shaltow  caloule  thjne  5 
equaoiouns  in  the  bordnre  of  thin  Astro- 
labie, as  by  thyn  almuxy.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

28.  Thyn  Almury  is  doped  the  Denticle 
of  Capricome,  or  elles  the  Calouler.  This 
same  Ahnury  sit  fix  in  the  heed  of  Capri- 
come, and  it  serveth  of  many  a  neces- 
sarieconolusiouninequadounsof  thinges,  5 
as  shal  be  shewed;  and  for  the  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

Here  endeth  the  descripcion  of  the 
Agtroldbie. 


PART  II. 


Hs 


Brainricir  trk  Coxci.17Sxoks  or 

THC   A8TICOL.ABIK. 


1.  ToJifnde  the  degree  in  tchich  the  aomte  ie 
day  by  day,  ajter  hir  court  a-boute. 
Bekene  and  knowe  which  is  the  day 
of  thy  monthe ;  and  ley  thy  rewle  up 
that  same  day;  and  thanne  wol  the 
verray  point  of  thy  rewle  sitten  in  the 


bordure,  up-on  the  degree  of  tby  sonno.  5 
Ensample  as  thus  ;  the  yeer  of  oure  lord 
1391,  the  la  day  of  March  at  midday, 
I  wolde  knowe  the  degree  of  the  sonne. 
I  soughte  in  the  bctk-half  of  myn  Astro- 
labie, and  fond  the  cercle  of  the  dayes,  10 
the  which  I  knowe  by  the  names  of  the 
monthes  writen  under  the  same  cerde. 
Tho  leide  I  my  rewle  over  this  forseide 
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day,  and  fond  the  point  of  my  rewie  in 
15  the  bordnre  up-on  the  firste  degree  of 
Aries,  a  litel  with-in  the  degree;  and 
thus  knowe  I  this  conclosionn.  Another 
day,  I  wolde  knowe  the  degree  of  my 
Sonne,  and  this  was  at  midday  in  the 
20  13  day  of  Decembre ;  I  fond  the  day  of 
the  monthe  in  maner  as  I  seide ;  tho 
leide  I  my  rewle  np-on  this  foreeide  13 
day,  and  fond  the  point  of  my  rewle  in 
the  bordure  ui>-on  the  first  degree  of 
2,!^  Capricome,  a  lite  with-in  the  degree  ; 
and  than  hadde  I  of  this  conclnsioun  the 
ftil  experience.  And  for  the  more  declar- 
acioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

2.  To  knotce  the  altitude  q/  the  donne^  or 

ofothre  celestial  bodies. 

Put  the  ring  of  thyn  Astrolabie  np-on 

thy  right  thoombe,   and  tome  thy  lift 

syde  agayn  the  light  of  the  Sonne.     And 

remeve  thy  rewle  up  and  donn,  til  that 

5  the  stremes  of  the  sonne  shyne  thorgh 
bothe  holes  of  thy  rewle.  Loke  thanne 
how  many  degrees  thy  rewle  is  areised 
fro  the  litel  crois  up-on  thyn  est  line,  and 
tak  ther  the  altitude  of  thy  sonne.     And 

10  in  this  same  wyse  maistow  knowe  by 
nighte  tho  altitude  of  the  mone,  or  of 
brighte  sterres.  This  chapitre  is  so  general 
ever  in  oon,  that  ther  nedith  no  more 
declaracion  ;  but  forget  it  nat.     And  for 

J  5  the  more  declaracionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 

8.  To  knotoe  every  tyme  of  the  day  by  light 
of  the  tonne^  and  every  tyme  of  the  nigM 
by  the  sterrea  Jixe^  and  eke  to  knotoe  by 
night  or  by  day  the  degree  of  any  eigne 
that  oMendeth  on  the  Eat  Orisonte^  which 
that  is  deped  communly  the  Asaendent^ 
or  eUes  Oruscupum. 

Tak  the  altitude  of  the  sonne  whan 
thee  list,  as  I  have  said ;  and  set  the 
degree  of  the  sonne,  in  caa  that  it  be 
by-fom  the  middel  of  the  day,   among 

5  thyn  almikanteras  on  the  est  side  of  thyn 

Astrolabie ;  and  yif  it  be  after  the  middel 

of  the  day,  set  the  degree  of  thy  sonne 

up-on  the  west  side ;  tak  this  manere  of 

-  sotting  for    a  general    rewle,  ones    for 

10  evere.     And  whan   thou  hast  set   the 


degree  of  thy  sonne  up  as  many  almi- 
kanteras of  heyghte  as  was  the  altitude 
of  the  sonne  taken  by  thy  rewle,  ley  over 
thy  label,  up-on  the  degree  of  the  sonne  : 
and  thanne  wol  the  point  of  thy  label 
Bitten  in  the  bordure,  up-on  the  verrey 
tyd  of  the  day.  Ensample  as  thus  :  the 
yeer  of  oure  lord  1391,  the  12  day  of 
March,  I  wold  knowe  the  tyd  of  the  day. 
I  took  the  altitude  of  my  sonne,  and 
fond  that  it  was  2$  degrees  and  30  of 
minutes  of  heyghte  in  the  bordure  on  the 
bak-syde.  Tho  tumede  I  myn  Astrola- 
bie, and  by-cause  that  it  was  by-fom 
midday,  I  tumede  my  riet,  and  sette  the 
degree  of  the  sonne,  that  is  to  seyn,  the 
I  degree  of  Aries,  on  the  right  syde  of 
myn  Astrolabie,  up-on  that  25  degrees 
and  30  of  minutes  of  hes^^hte  among  myn 
almikanteras ;  tho  leide  I  my  label  up-on 
the  degree  of  my  sonne,  and  fond  the 
poynte  of  my  label  in  the  bordure,  up-on 
a  capital  lettre  that  is  deped  an  X ;  tho 
rekened  I  alle  the  capitalles  lettros  fro 
the  lyne  of  midnight  un-to  this  forseide 
lettre  X,  and  fond  that  it  was  9  of  the 
clokke  of  the  day.  Tho  loked  I  down 
up-on  the  est  orisonte,  and  fond  there 
the  30  degree  of  Geminis  ossendin^ : 
which  that  I  tok  for  myn  assendent. 
And  in  this  wyse  hadde  I  the  experience 
for  ever-mo  in  which  maner  I  sholde 
knowe  the  tyd  of  the  day,  and  eek  myn 
assendent.  Tho  wolde  I  wite  the  same 
night  folwing  the  hour  of  the  night,  and 
wroughte  in  this  wyse.  Among  an  heep 
of  sterns  fixe,  it  lyked  me  for  to  take  the 
altitude  of  the  feire  white  sterre  that  is 
oleped  Alhabor ;  and  fond  hir  sitting  on 
the  west  side  of  the  lyne  of  midday, 
f  18  degres  of  heighte  taken  by  my  rewle 
on  the  bak-syde.  Tho  sette  I  the  centre 
of  this  Alhabor  up-on  fiS  degrees  among 
myn  almikanteras,  up-on  the  west  syde  ; 
by-cause  that  she  was  founden  on  the 
west  syde.  Tho  leide  I  my  label  over 
the  degree  of  tlie  sonne  that  was  de- 
scended under  the  weste  orisonte,  and 
rikened  alle  the  lettres  capitals  fro  the 
lyne  of  midday  un-to  the  point  of  my 
label  in  the  bordure:  and  fond  that  it 


55 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


ZU  MBivotait :  ^avt  ii. 


403 


-was  passed  fS  of  the  olokke  the  sps^e  of 
•fa  degrees.  Tho  loked  I  doxm  np-on  in3rn 
est  ozisonte,  and  fond  ther  fas  degrees  of 

65  Libra  assending,  whom  I  tok  for  myn 
asBendent ;  and  thns  lemed  I  to  knowe 
ones  for  ever  in  which  manere  I  shnld 
come  to  the  honre  of  the  night  and  to 
myn  assendent;   as  verreyly  as  may  be 

70  taken  by  so  smal  an  instrument.  Bat 
natheles,  in  general,  wolde  I  wame  thee 
for  evere,  ne  mak  thee  nevere  bold  to 
htave  take  a  jnst  ascendent  by  thyn 
Astrolabie,   or  elles  to  have  set  jnstly 

75  a  olokke,  whan  any  celestial  body  by 
which  that  thow  wenest  goveme  thilke 
thinges  ben  ney  the  south  lyne ;  for  trust 
w^  whan  that  the  Sonne  is  ney  the 
meridional  lyne,  the  degree  of  the  sonne 

So  renneth  so  longe  consentrik  up-on  the 
almikanteras,  that  sothly  thou  shalt  erre 
fro  the  just  assendent.  The  same  con- 
clnsioun  sey  I  by  the  centre  of  any  sterre 
fix  by  night ;  and  more-over,  by  experi- 

85  ence,  I  wot  wel  that  in  oure  orisonte, 
from  XI  of  the  clokke  un-to  oon  of  the 
dokke,  in  taking  of  a  just  assendent  in 
a  portatif  Astrolabie,  hit  is  to  hard  to 
knowe.    I  mene,  from  ix  of  the  clokke 

^  bifom  the  houre  of  noon  til  oon  of  the 
clokke  next  folwing.  And  for  the  more 
dedaracion,  lo  here  thy  jQgure. 

4.   Special  duAaraeUm  of  ths  antndent. 

The  assendent  sothly,  as  wel  in  alle 
nativites  as  in  questiouns  and  elecciouns 
of  tymes,  is  a  thing  which  that  thise 
astrologiens  gretly  observen  ;  wher-fore 

5  me  semeth  convenient,  sin  that  I  speke 
of  the  assendent,  to  make  of  it  special 
dedaracioun.  The  assendent  sothly,  to 
take  it  at  the  largeste,  is  thilke  degree 
that  assendeth  at  any  of  thise  forseide 

10  tymes  ux>on  the  est  orisonte ;  and  there- 
for, yif  that  any  planet  assende  at  that 
same  tyme  in  thilke  for-seide  fdegree  of 
his  longitude,  men  seyn  that  thilke 
planete  is  tn  horoKopo,    But  sothly,  the 

15  hooB  o£  the  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  firste  hons  or  the  est  angle,  is  a  thing 
more  brood  and  largew  For  affcer  the 
statnts  of  astrologiens,  what  celestial  body 


that  is  5  degree  above  thilk  degree  that 
assendeth,  or  with-in  that  nonmbre,  that  20 
is  to  seyn,  nere  the  degree  that  assendeth, 
yit  rikne  they  thilke* planet  in  the  as- 
sendent.  And  what  planete  that  is  under 
thilke  degree  that  assendith  the  space 
of  f2$  degrees,  yit  seyn  they  that  thilke  25 
planete  is  lyk  to  him  that  is  in  the  hous 
of  the  assendent ;  but  sothly,  yif  he  passe 
the  bondes  of  thise  forseide  spaces,  above 
or  bynethe,  they  seyn  that  the  planete  is 
failling  fro  the  assendent    Yit  sein  thise  3"  . 
astrologiens,  that  the  assendent,  and  eke 
the  lord  of  the  assendent,  may  be  shapen 
for  to  be  fortunat  or  infortunat,  as  thus  ; 
a  fortunat  assendent  clepen  they  whan 
that  no  wikkid  planete,  as  Saturn  e  or  35 
Mars,  or  elles  the  Tail  of  the  Dragoun, 
is  in  the  hous  of  the  assendent,  ne  that 
no  wikked  planete  have  non  asi>ecte  of 
enemite  up-on  the  assendent ;  but  they 
wol    caste    that   they  have   a   fortunat  40 
planete  in  hir  assendent  and  yit  in  his 
felicitee,  and  than  sey  they  that  it  is  wel. 
Forther-over,  they  seyn  that  the  infor- 
tuning  of  an  assendent  is  the  contrarie 
of  thise  forseide  thinges     The  lord  of  45 
the  assendent.  sey  they,  that  he  is  for- 
tunat, whan  he  is  in  good  place  fro  the 
assendent  as  in  angle  ;  or  in  a  succodent, 
where-as  he  is  in  his  dignitee  and  con- 
forted  with  frendly  aspectes  of  planetes  $0 
and  wel  resceived,  and  eek  that  he  may 
seen  the  assendent.  and  that  he  be  nat 
retrograd  ne  combust,  ne  joigncd  with 
no  shrewe  in  the  same  signe ;  ne  that  he 
be  nat  in  his  descencioun.  ne  joigned  with  55 
no  planete  in  his  discenoioun,  ne  have 
up-on  him  non  aspeote  infortunat ;  and 
than  sey  they  that  he  is  weL     Natheles, 
thise  ben  observauncez  of  judicial  matiere 
and  rytcs  of  payens,  in  which  my  spirit  6*> 
ne  hath  no  fcith,  ne  no  knowing  of  hir 
horoacopum ;    for   they  seyn   that  every 
signe  is  departed  in  3  evene  parties  by 
10  degrees,  and  thilke  porcioun  they  clepe 
a  Face.    And  al-thogh  that   a  planete  65 
have  a  latitude  fro  the  ecliptik,  yit  sey 
some  folk,  so  that  the  planete  aryse  in. 
that  same  signe  with  any  degree  of  the 
forseide  face  in  which  his  longitude  is 
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70  reknedf  that  jit  is  the  planete  in  Jbono- 
tcopo^  be  it  in  natiWte  or  in  eleccioxm,  &o. 
And  for  the  more  dedaraoaonn,  lo  here 
the  fiffore. 

0.  To  knowe  the  verrey  egyacioun  of  the 

degree  of  the  sonne,  yif  to  be  that  itfaXU 

htf^wixe  thyn  AlnUkanteraa, 

For  afl  moche  as  the  ahnikanteras  in 

thyn  Astrolabie  been  oomponned  by  two 

und  two,  where-as  some  almikanteras  in 

sondry  AstrohibieB    ben   componned  by 

•    5  oon  and  oon,  or  elles  by  two  and  two, 

it  is  necessarie  to  thy  leming  to  teche 

thee  first  to  knowe  and  worke  with  thyn 

owne  instrument.     Wher-for,  whan  that 

the  de^ee  of  thy  Sonne  falleth  by-twixe 

10  two  almikanteras,  or  elles  yif  thyn  almi- 
kanteras  ben  g^ven  with  over  grot 
a  point  of  a  oompas,  (for  bothe  thise 
thinges  may  cansen  errour  as  wel  in 
knowing  of  the  tyd  of  the  day  as  of  the 

15  verrey  assendentX  thou  most  werken 
in  this  wyse.  Set  the  degree  of  thy 
Sonne  np-on  the  heyer  almikanteras 
of  bothe,  and  waite  wel  wher  as  thin 
almury  toncheth  the  bordure,  and  set 

ao  ther  a  prikke  of  inke.  Set  doon 
agayn  the  degree  of  thy  Sonne  up-on 
the  nethere  almikanteras  of  bothe,  and 
set  ther  another  prikke.  Bemewe  thanne 
thyn  ahnnry  in  the  bordure  evene  amid- 

25  des  bothe  prikkes,  and  this  wol  lede 
justly  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  to  sitte 
by-twixe  bothe  almikanteras  in  his  right 
place.  Ley  thanne  thy  label  over  the 
degree  of  thy  sonne;    and  find  in  the 

30  bordure  the  verrey  tyde  of  the  day  or  of 
the  night.  And  as  verreyly  shaltow 
finde  up-on  thyn  est  orisonte  tiiyn  assen- 
dent.  And  for  more  declaracionn,  lo 
here  thy  figure. 

6.  To  knoux  the  spring  of  the  davring  and 
the  ends  of  the  evening^  the  viMeh  hen 
caUed  the  two  crepuacuUe: 
Set  the  nadir  of  thy  sonne  up-on  18 
degrees  of  heighte  among  thyn  almikan- 
teras on  the  west  syde,  and  ley  thy  label 
on  the  degree  of  thy  sonne,  and  thanne 
5  shal  the  poynt  of  thy  label  sohewe  the 
spring  of  day.    Also  set  the  nadir  of  thy 


Sonne  up-on  18  degrees  of  heighte  a-mofng- 
thyn  almikanteras  on  the  est  ride,  and 
ley  over  thy  label  np-on  the  degree  of  the 
Sonne,  and  with  the  point  of  thy  label  10 
find  in  the  borduxe  the  ende  of  the 
evening,  that  is,  verrey  night.  The  nadir 
of  the  sonne  is  thilke  degree  that  is 
opposit  to  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  in  the 
seventhe  eigne,  as  thus:  every  degree  15 
of  Aries  1^  ordre  is  nadir  to  evexy  degree 
of  Libra  by  ordre ;  and  Taurus  to  Scor- 
pion; G^emini  to  Sagittare;  Oancer  to 
Gapricome;  Leo  to  Aqnarie;  Virgo  to 
Pisoes ;  and  yif  any  degree  in  thy  aodiak  »> 
be  dirk,  his  nadir  shal  deolare  him.  And 
for  the  more  deelanioiottn,  lo  here  thy 
figure. 

7.  To  knotoe  the  arch  of  the  day^  that  tome 
folk  caUen  the  day  artificials  from  the 
eonne  aryring  til  hit  go  to  rette. 
Set  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  up-on  thyn 
est  orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label  on  the 
degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the  poynt 
of  thy  label  in  the  bordure  set  a  prikka. 
Turn  thanne   thy  xiet    aboute   til    the  5 
degree  of  the  sonne  rit  up^n  the  west 
orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label   up-on    the 
same  degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the 
point  of  thy  label  set  a-nother  prikke. 
Bekne  thanne  the  quantitee  of  ^yme  in  10 
the  bordure  by-twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and 
tak  ther  thyn  ark  of  the  day.    The  reme- 
nant  of  the  bordure  under  the  orisonte  is 
the  ark  of  the  night.     Thus   maistow 
rekne  bothe  arches,  or   every  poroion,  15 
of  whether  that  thee  lyketh.    And  hy 
this  manere  of  wyrking  maistow  see  how 
longe  that  any  sterre  fix  dwelleth  »-bove 
the  erthe,  fro  tyme  that  he  xyseth  til  he 
go  to  rests.     But  the  day  natural,  that  jo 
is  to  seyn  24  houres,  is  the  revolucionn  of 
the  equinoxial  with  as  moche  partie  of 
the  aodiak  as  the  sonne  of  his  propre 
moevinge  passeth   in  the  mene  whyle. 
And  for  the  more  deolaraoioun,  lo  here  25 
thy  figure. 

a  To  twm  the  hourm  in-^qmalet  in  homm 
eq%talM. 
Knowe  the  nombre  of  the  degrees  in 
the  houres  In-equales,  and  departs  hem 
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by  15,  and  tal:  ther  thyn  honres  equales. 
And  for  the  more  deolanuttoon,  lo  here 
5  thy  fie^nre. 

9.  7*0  11IOIC0  the  quantUee  of  the  day  vuU 

ffore,  that  is  to  aeyen^  from  tpring  if  the 

day  un-to  verrey  night 

Know  the  quantitee  of  thy  cxepnacnlitf, 

as  I  have  tanght  in  the  chapitre  bi-fom, 

and  adde  hem  to  the  arch  of  thy  day 

artificial ;  and  tak  ther  the  spaoe  of  alle 

5  the  hole  day  mlgar,  nn-to  verrey  night. 

The  same   manere   maystow  worke,  to 

knowe  the  quantitee  of  the  vulgar  night* 

And  for  the  more  declaracionn,  lo  here 

the  figure. 

10.  To  knows  the  qwmUU  of  howm 

inequales  by  day. 

Understond  wel,  that  thiee  honres  in- 

eqnalee  hen  deped  hoares  of  planetes, 

and  understond  wel  that  som-tyme  ben 

they  lengere  1^  day  than  by  night,  and 

5  aom-tyme  theoontxarie.  Bnt  nnderstond 
wel,  that  overmo,  generaly,  the  honr  in- 
equal  of  the  day  with  the  honre  in-eqnal 
of  the  night  contenen  30  degrees  of  the 
bordore,    whiche    bordnre    is    ever-mo 

10  answering  to  the  degrees  of  the  equi- 
noxial ;  wher-for  departe  the  arch  of  the 
day  artificial  in  12,  and  tak  ther  the 
qoantitee  of  the  honre  in-eqnal  by  day. 
And  yif  thow  abate  the  quantitee  of  the 

15  hoore  in-eqnal  by  daye  out  of  50,  than 
shal  the  remenant  that  leveth  performe 
the  hoore  ineqnal  by  night  And  for 
the  more  declaracionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 

11.  To  knowe  the  gtianiUecfhouresequaUe. 
The  quantitee  of  houres  equales,  that 
is  to  seyn,  the  houres  of  the  clokke,  ben 
departed  hy  15  degrees  al-redy  in  the 
bordnre  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  as  wel  by 

5  night  as  hy  day,  generaly  for  evere. 
What  nedeth  more  declaracionn?  Wher- 
ibr,  whan  thee  list  to  know  how  manye 
boons  of  the  clokke  ben  passed,  or  any 
pari  of  any  of  thise  houres  that  ben 

10  passed,  or  etles  how  many  houres  or 
partie  of  houres  ben  to  come,  fro  swich 
a  tyma  to  swich  a  tjnne,  hy  day  or  by 
ni^te,  knowre  the  degree  of  thy  sonne, 


and  ley  thy  label  on  it ;  tume  thy  riet 
abonte  joyntly  with  thy  label,  and  with  15 
the  point  of  it  rekne  in  the  bordnre  firo 
the  Sonne  aryse  un-to  the  same  place 
ther  thou  desirest,  by  day  as  by  nighte. 
This  oondusioun  wol  I  declare  in  the 
lasts  chapitre  of  the  4  partie  of  this  tretis  20 
so  openly,  that  ther  shal  lakke  no  worde 
that  nedeth  to  the  declaracionn.  And 
for  the  more  declaracionn,  lo  here  the 
figure. 

12.  Special  dedaradoun  of  the  houree 
offlanetee, 

Understond  wel,  that  evere-mo,  fro  the 
arysing  of  the  sonne  til  it  go  to  reste,  .the 
nadir  of  the  sonne  shal  shewe  the  houre 
of  the  planete,  and  f^o  that  tyme  forward 
al  the  night  til  the  sonne  aryse ;  than  5 
shal  the  verrey  degree  of  the  sonne  shewe 
the  honre  of  the  planeta  Ensample  as 
thus.  The  13  day  of  March  fil  up-on  a 
Saterday  par  aventure,  and,  at  the  aris- 
ing of  the  sonne,  I  fond  the  secounde  lo 
degree  of  Aries  sitting  up-on  myn  est 
orisonte,  al-be-it  that  it  was  but  lite; 
than  fond  I  the  2  degree  of  Libra,  nadir 
of  my  sonne,  dessending  on  my  west 
orisonte,  up-on  which  west  orisonte  every  15 
day  generally,  at  the  sonne  ariste,  entreth 
the  houre  of  any  planete,  after  which 
planete  the  day  bereth  his  name ;  and 
endeth  in  the  nexte  stryk  of  the  plate 
under  the  forseide  west  orisonte ;  and  20 
evere,  as  the  sonne  dimbeth  uppere  and 
uppere,  so  goth  his  nadir  dounere  and 
doxmere,  teching  by  swich  strykes  the 
houres  of  plonetes  by  ordre  as  they  sitten 
in  the  hevene.  The  first  houre  ineqnal  35 
of  every  Satterday  is  to  Satume ;  and 
the  secounde,  to  Jupiter ;  the  3,  to  Mars ; 
the  4,  to  the  Sonne ;  the  5,  to  Venus ;  the 
6,  to  Mercurius ;  the  7,  to  the  Mone  ;  and 
thanne  agayn,  the  8  is  to  Satume ;  the  9,  30 
to  Jupiter;  the  10,  to  Mars;  the  n,  to 
the  Sonne;  the  la,  to  Venus;  and  now 
is  my  Sonne  gon  to  reste  as  for  that 
Setterday.  Thanne  sheweth  the  verrey 
degree  of  the  sonne  tlie  houre  of  Mercurie  35 
entring  under  my  west  orisonte  at  eve ; 
and  next  him  succedeth  the  Mone;  and  so 
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forth  by  ordre,  planete  after  pbuneie,  in 
houre  after  houre,  al  the  nightlong  til  the 

4()  Sonne  arj'se.  Now  ryseth  the  sonne  that 
Sonday  by  the  morwe ;  and  the  nadir  of 
the  Bonne,  up-on  the  west  oriconte, 
sheweth  me  the  entring  of  the  honre  of 
tho  forseide  sonne.    And  in  this  maner 

45  succedeth  planete  under  planete,  fro 
Satume  un-to  the  Mone,  and  fro  the 
Hone  up  a-gayn  to  Satume,  houre  after 
houre  generaly.  And  thus  knowe  I  this 
condusioun.     And  for  the  more  dedara- 

50  cioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

13.  To  knotce  the  altUuds  of  the  aonne  in 
Tniddea  of  the  day,  thai  it  cleped  the 
altitude  meridian. 

Set  the  degree  of  the  sonne  up-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  rikeDe  how  many 
degrees  of  almikanteras  ben  by-twixe 
thyn  est  orisonte  and  the  degree  of  the 
5  sonne.  And  tak  ther  thyn  altitude 
meridian ;  this  is  to  seyne,  the  heyest  of 
the  sonne  as  for  that  day.  80  maystow 
knowe  in  the  same  lyne,  the  heyest 
cours  that  any  sterre  fix  olimbeth  by 
10  night ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  whan  any 
sterre  fix  is  passed  the  lyne  meridional, 
than  by-ginneth  it  to  descende,  and  so 
doth  the  sonne.  And  for  the  more 
declaraoioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

14.  To  knowe  the  degree  of  the  aonne  by 
thy  rietf  for  a  maner  curioaitee,  <tc. 

Sek  bysily  with  thy  rewle  the  heyest 
of  the  Sonne  in  midde  of  the  day ;  tume 
thanne  th>'n  Astrolabie,  and  with  a 
prikke  of  ink  marko  the  nombre  of  that 

5  same  altitude  in  tho  lyne  meridional. 
Tume  thanne  thy  riet  aboute  til  thou 
f^Tide  a  degree  of  thy  zodiak  acording 
with  the  prikke,  this  is  to  seyn,  sittinge 
on  the  prikke ;  and  in  sooth,  thou  shalt 

10  finde  but  two  degrees  in  al  the  zodiak 
of  that  condicioun ;  and  yit  thilke  two 
degrees  ben  in  diverse  signes;  than 
maistow  lightly  by  the  sesoun  of  the  yere 
knowe  the  signe  in  whiche  that  is  the 

15  sonne.  And  for  the  more  declarocioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 


16.  To  know  which  day  is  lyJt  to  which  day 
asoflengthe^  dec 
Loke  whiche  degrees  ben  y-lyke  fer  firo 
the  hevedes  of  Cancer  and  Capricorn  ; 
and  lok,  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  of 
thilke  degrees,  than  ben  the  dayes  y-lyke 
of  lengthe.  This  is  to  seyn,  that  as  long  5 
is  that  day  in  that  monthe,  as  was  swich 
a  day  in  swich  a  month ;  ther  varieth 
but  lite.  Also,  yit  thou  take  two  dayes 
naturaly  in  the  yeer  y-lyke  fer  fro  eyther 
pointe  of  the  equinoxial  in  the  oppoeit  10 
parties,  than  as  long  is  the  day  artificial 
of  that  on  day  as  is  the  night  of  that 
othere,  and  the  contrarie.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

16.  Thi§  ehapitre  ie  a  maner  declaracioun 

to  conclutiouna  that  folwen. 
Understond  wel   that    thy  zodiak    is 
departid  in  two  halfe  cercles,  as  fro  the 
heved  of  Capricome  un-to  the  heved  of 
Cancer ;  and  agaynward  fro  the  heved  of 
Cancer  un-to  the  heved  of  Capricome.  5 
The  heved  of  Capricome  is  the  low^t 
point,  wher-as  the  sonne  goth  in  winter ; 
and  the  heved  of  Cancer  is  the  heyeet 
point,  in  whiche  the  sonne  goth  in  somer. 
And  ther-for  understond  wel,  that  any  10 
two  degrees  that  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro  any 
of   thise  two  hevedes,   truste  wel  that 
thilke  two  degrees  ben  of  y-lyke  decli- 
nacioun,  be  it  southward  or  northward ; 
and  the  dayes   of  hem   ben  y-lyke  of  15 
lengthe,  and  the  nightes  also;  and  the 
shadwes  y-lyke,  and  the  altitudes  y-lyke 
at   midday   for    evere.     And    for    more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

17.  To  knowe  the  verrey  degree  of  any 
maner  sterre  straunge  or  unstraunge  after 
his  longitude^  though  he  be  i»ideterminat 
in  thyn  Astrolabie  ;  aothly  to  the  trowthe, 
thus  he  shot  be  knowe, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  this  sterre  whan  he 
is  on  the  est  side  of  the  lyne  meridional, 
as  ney  as  thou  mayst  gesse;  and  tak 
an  assendent  a-non  right  by  som  maner 
sterre  fix  which  that  thou  knowest ;  and  5 
foi>get  nat  the  altitude  of  the  firste  sterre, 
ne  thyn  assendent.  And  whan  thai  this 
is  don,  espye  diligently  whan  this  same 
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finte  sterrs  paaseth  any-thing  the  south 

1(1  westward,  and  hath  him  a-non  right  in 
the  aame  nonmbie  of  altitude  on  the 
west  aide  of  this  lyne  meridional  ae  he 
was  caught  on  the  est  side ;  and  tak 
a  newe  assendent  a-non  right  by  som 

iK  maner  sterre  fixe  which  that  thou  know- 
est;  and  for-get  nat  this  aecounde  as- 
sendent. And  whan  that  n  this  is  don, 
rikne  thanne  how  manye  degrees  hen 
by-twixe  the   firste  assendent  and  the 

A>  seeonde  assendent,  and  rikne  wel  the 
middel  degree  by-twenebothe  aasendentes, 
and  set  thilke  middel  degree  up-on  thin 
est  orisonte;  and  waite  thanne  what 
degree  that   sit  ui>-on   the   lyne  meri- 

25  dional,  and  tak  ther  the  verrey  degree 
of  the  ecliptik  in  which  the  sterre  stond- 
eth  for  the  tyma.  For  in  the  ecliptik 
is  the  longitude  of  a  celestial  body 
rekened,  evene  fro  the  hered  of  Aries 

30  un-to  the  ende  of  Pisces.  And  his  latitude 
is  rikned  aft6r  the  quantitee  of  his  decli- 
nacion,  north  or  south  to-warde  the 
poles  of  this  world ;  as  thus.  Yif  it  be 
of  the  Sonne  or  of  any  fix  sterre,  rekene 

35  his  latitude  or  his  declinacioun  fro  the 
equinoxial  cerde ;  and  yif  it  be  of  a 
planete,  rekne  than  the  quantitee  of  his 
latitude  iro  the  ecliptik  lyne.  Al-be-it 
90  that  fro  the  equinoxial  may  the  decli- 

4u  nacion  or  the  latitude  of  any  body  celes- 
tial be  rikned,  after  the  site  north  or 
south,  and  after  the  quantitee  of  his  de- 
clinadon.  And  right  so  may  the  latitude 
or  the  dedinaoion  of  any  body  celestial, 

45  save  only  of  the  Sonne,  after  his  site 
north  or  south,  and  after  the  quantitee 
of  his  declinacioun,  be  rekned  fro  the 
ecliptik  lyne ;  fro  which  lyne  alle  planetes 
som  tyme  deolynen  north  or  south,  save 

50  only  the  for^eide  sonne.  And  for  the 
more  deolaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

18.  To  knowe  the  degrees  of  the  longiiudes 
of  fixe  tterres  after  that  they  hen  deter- 
minat  in  thin  Attrolabie^  yif  bo  he  that 
ikey  hen  trendy  aet 

Set  the  centre  of  the  sterre  up-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  tak  keep  of  thy 
zodiak,  and  loke  what  degree  of  any  signe 


that  sit  on  the  same  lyne  meridional  at 
that  same  tyme,  and  tak  the  degree  in  5 
which  the  sterre  standeth ;  and  with 
that  same  degree  comth  that  same  sterre 
un-to  that  same  lyne  fro  the  orisonte. 
And  for  more  deolaracioun,  lo  here  thy 
figure.  i<) 

19.  To  knoiuMwUhvokich  degree  i^ihe  zodiak 
any  sterre  fixe  in  thyn  AatrolaJhie  aryeeth 
up-on  the  eat  oriaonte,  al-thogh  hia  dwell- 
ing he  in  a-nother  eigne. 

Set  the  centre  of  the  sterre  upon  the 
est  orisonte,  and  loke  what  degree  of  any 
signe  that  sit  up-on  the  same  orisonte  at 
that  same  tyme.  And  understond  wel, 
that  with  that  same  degree  aryseth  that  5 
same  sterre ;  and  this  merveyllous  arsrsing 
with  a  strange  degree  in  another  signe 
is  by-cause  that  the  latitude  of  the  sterre 
fix  is  either  north  or  south  fro  the  equi- 
noxial. But  sothly,  the  latitudes  of  10 
planetes  ben  comunly  rekned  firo  the 
ecliptik,  bi-cause  that  non  of  hem  de- 
clineth  but  fewe  degrees  out  fro  the  brede 
of  the  zodiak.  And  tak  good  keep  of 
this  chapitre  of  arysing  of  the  celestial  15 
bodies ;  for  truste  wel,  that  neyther  mone 
ne  sterre  as  in  cure  embelif  orisonte 
aryseth  with  that  same  degree  of  his 
longitude,  save  in  00  cas;  and  that  is, 
whan  they  have  no  latitude  fro  the  x> 
ecliptik  lyne.  But  natheles,  som  tjrme 
is  everiche  of  thise  planetes  under  the 
same  Ijrne.  And  for  more  deolaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

20.  To  knowe  the  decUntKioun  of  any  degree 
in  the  zodiak  fro  the  equinoxial  carcfe,  Ac. 

Set  the  degree  of  any  signe  up-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  rikne  his  altitude 
in  almikanteras  fro  the  est  orisonte  up 
to  the  same  degree  set  in  the  forseide 
lyne,  and  set  ther  a  prikke.  Tume  up  5 
thanne  thy  riet,  and  set  the  hevod  of 
Aries  or  Libra  in  the  same  meridional 
lyne,  and  set  ther  a-nother  prikke.  And 
whan  that  this  is  don,  considere  the 
altitudes  of  hem  bothe ;  for  sothly  the  lu 
difference  of  thilke  altitudes  is  the  decli- 
nacion  of  thilke  degree  fro  the  equinoxial. 
And  yif  so  be  that  thilke  degree  be  north- 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


4o8 


Zit  Jl0irofa6i:  fp^  IL 


ward  fro  the  eqttinoxial,    than    ia    his 
15  declixuMsion  north ;  yif  it  he  southward, 
than  IB  it   lonth.    And    for   the   more 
deolaracionn,  lo  here  thj  flgnre. 

21.  7b  knowe  for  what  latitude  in  any 
regicun  the  almikanteraa  of  any  table 
hen  compouned, 

nikne  how  manye  degrees  of  almilcan- 
teras,  in  the  meridional  lyne,  be  fro  the 
cerde  eqttinoxial  xm-to  the  senith ;  or 
olles  fro  the  pool  artik  nn-to  the  north 
5  oriflonte ;  and  for  eo  gret  a  latitude  or  for 
so  smal  a  latitude  is  the  table  oompouned. 
And  for  more  dedaracion,  lo  here  thy 
figure. 

22.  To  know  in  tpedal  the  latUude  of 
oure  cotistfray,  /  mene  after  the  latitude 
ofOxemford^  and  the  heighte  ofourepol. 
Undergtond  wel,  that  as  fer  is  the  heved 

of  Aries  or  Libra  in  the  equinoxial  from 
cure  orison te  as  is  the  senith  fVom  the  pole 
nrtik ;  and  as  hey  is  the  pol  artik  fro  the 
5  orisonte,  as  the  equinoxial  is  fer  fro  the 
senith.  I  prove  it  thus  by  the  latitude 
of  Oxenford.  Understond  wel,  that  the 
heyght©  of  oure  pool  artik  fro  oure  north 
orisonte  is  51  degrees  and  50  minutes; 

10  than  is  the  senith  from  oure  pool  artik 
38  degrees  and  10  minutes ;  than  is  the 
equinoxial  from  oure  senith  51  degrees 
and  50  minutes ;  than  is  oure  south 
orisonte  from  oure  equinoxial  38  degreee 

15  and  10  minutes.  Understond  wel  this 
rekning.  Also  for-get  nat  that  the  senith 
is  90  degrees  of  hcyghte  fro  the  orisonte, 
and  oure  equinoxial  is  90  degrees  firom 
oure  pool  artik.    Also  this  shorte  rewle 

20  is  soth,  that  the  latitude  of  any  plaoe  in 

a  regioun  is  the  distance  fro  the  senith 

unto    the    equinoxial      And    for    more 

deolaraciounf  lo  here  thy  figure. 

28.  To  prove  evidently  (he  latitude  of  any 

place  in  a  regioun,  by  the  preve  of  the 

heyghte  of  the  pol  artik  in  that  eame 

2>lace. 

In  some  winters  night,  whan  the  fir- 
mament isdere  and  thikke-sterred,  waite 
a  tyme  til  that  any  sterre  fix  sit  lyne-right 
I)erpendiculer    over  the  pol  artik,  and 
5  clepe  that  sterre  A.    And  wayte  a-nother 


sterre  that  sit  lyne-right  under  A,  and 
under  the  pol,  and  clepe  thai  sterre  F. 
And  understond  wel,  that  F  is  nat  ooii> 
sidered  but  only  to  declare  that  A  ait 
evene  overe  the  pooL  Ikk  thanne  a-aon  jo 
right  the  altitude  of  A  from  the  oriaontei, 
and  forget  it  nat.  Lat  A  and  F  go  fiurwal 
til  agayns  the  da,wening  a  gret  whyle ; 
and  come  thanne  ogayn,  and  abyd  til 
that  A  is  evene  under  the  pol  and  under  15 
F ;  for  sothly,  than  wol  F  sitte  over  the 
pool,  and  A  wol  sitte  under  the  pooL 
Tak  than  eft-sones  the  altitude  of  A  from 
the  orisonte,  and  note  as  wel  his  seoonnde 
altitude  as  his  firste  altitude ;  and  whjui  ao 
that  this  is  don,  rikne  how  manye  degrees 
that  the  firste  altitude  of  A  excedetii 
his  seconde  altitude,  and  tak  half  thilke 
poioioun  that  is  exoeded,  and  adde  it  to 
his  seconde  altitude ;  and  tak  ther  the  as 
elevacionn  of  thy  pool,  and  eke  the 
latitude  of  thy  regioun.  For  thiso  two 
ben  of  a  nombre;  this  is  to  seyn,  as 
many  degrees  as  thy  pool  is  elevat,  so 
michel  is  the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  3:> 
Ensample  as  thus:  par  aventure,  the 
altitude  of  A  in  the  evening  is  56  degrees 
of  heyghte.  Than  wol  his  seconde  altitude 
or  the  dawing  be  48 ;  that  is  8  lasse  than 
56,  that  was  his  firste  altitude  at  even.  35 
Take  thanne  the  half  of  8,  and  adde  it  to 
48,  that  was  his  seconde  altitude,  and 
than  hastow  53.  Now  hastow  the  heyghte 
of  thy  pol,  and  the  latitude  of  the  regioun. 
But  understond  wel,  that  to  prove  this  40 
oondusioun  -and  many  a-nother  fair  con* 
dusioun,  thou  most  have  a  plomet  hangw 
ing  on  a  lyne  heyer  titan  thin  heved 
on  a  perche ;  and  thilke  lyne  mot 
hange  evene  i>erpendionler  by-twixe  the  45 
pool  and  thyn  eye ;  and  thanne  shaltow 
seen  yif  A  sitte  evene  over  the  pool  and 
over  F  at  evene ;  and  also  yif  F  sitte 
evene  over  the  pool  and  over  A  or  day. 
And  fur  more  dedaradon,  lo  here  thy  50 
figure. 

24.  Another  conelueiotm  to  prove  (he  heyghte 
1^  the  pool  artik  firo  the  crimmte, 

Tak  any  sterre  fixe  that  nevere  dis- 
sendeth  under  the  orisonte   in    thilke 
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regkmxi,  and  oonsidere  his  herfesb  altitude 
and  hia  lowest  altitude  fro  the  orisonte ; 
5  and  make  a  nombre  of  bothe  thise  alti- 
tudes. Tak  thanne  and  abate  half  that 
nombre,  and  tak  ther  the  elevacionn  of 
the  pol  artik  in  that  same  regionn.  And 
for  more  dedaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

25.  A-nother  concltuioun  to  prove  the 
latitude  c/ihe  regioun,  Ac 

Understond  wel  that  the  latitude  of 
any  place  in  a  regionn  is  yerreyly  the 
space  by-twixe  the  senith  of  hem  that 
ilwellen  there  and  the  equinoxial  cerkle, 
5  north  or  sonthe,  taking  the  mesure  in 
the  nioridional  lyne,  as  sheweth  in  the 
almikanteras  of  thyn  Astrolabie.  And 
thilke  space  is  as  moche  as  the  pool  artik 
is  hey  in  the  same  place  fro  the  orisonte. 

10  .\nd  than  is  the  depressioun  of  the  pol 
antartik,  that  is  to  sejm,  than  is  the  pol 
antartik  by-nethe  the  orisonte,  the  same 
qnantite  of  space,  neither  more  ne  lasse. 
Thanne,  3df  thow  desire  to  knowe  this 

15  bititnde  of  the  regionn,  tak  the  altitude 
of  the  Sonne  in  the  middel  of  the  6a^^ 
whan  the  sonne  is  in  the  hevedes  of 
Aries  or  of  Libra ;  (for  thanne  moeveth 
the  Sonne  in  the  lyne  equinoxial);  and 

n>  abate  the  nombre  of  that  same  sonnes 
altitude  out  of  90,  and  thanne  is  the 
remenaunt  of  the  noumbre  that  leveth 
the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  As  thus: 
I  suppose  that  the  sonne  is  thilke  day 

2$  at  noon  38  degrees  and  10  minutes  of 
heyghte.  Abate  thanne  thise  degrees  and 
minutes  out  of  90;  so  leveth  there  51 
liegrees  and  50  minutes,  the  latitude. 
I  sey  nat  this  but  for  ensample ;  for  wel 

50  I  wot  the  latitude  of  Oxenforde  is  oertein 
minutes  lasse,  as  I  mights  prove.  Now 
3rif  so  be  that  thee  semeth  to  long  a  tary- 
inge,  to  abyde  til  that  the  sonne  be  in 
the  hevedes  of  Aries  or  of  Libra,  thanne 

«5  waite  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  other 
degree  of  the  sodiak,  and  considere  the 
degree  of  his  deelinaoion  fro  the  equi- 
noxial lyne ;  and  yif  it  so  be  that  the 
sonnes  deelinaoion  be  northward  fro  the 

40  equinoxial,  abate  thanne  fro  the  sonnes 
altitude  at  noon  the  nombre  of  his  de- 


elinaoion, and  thanne  hastow  the  heyghte 
of  the  hevedes  of  Aries  and  Libra.  As 
thus :  my  sonne  is,  par  aventure,  in  the 
ffirste  degree  of  Leoun,  f 58  degrees  and  45 
10  minutes  of  heyghte  at  noon  and  his 
dedinadon  is  almost  *f  ao  degrees  north- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial;  abate  thanne 
thilke  fao  degrees  of  deelinaoion  out 
of  the  altitude  at  noon,  than  leveth  thee  50 
38  degrees  and  odde  minutes ;  lo  ther  the 
heved  of  Aries  or  Libra,  and  thyn  equi- 
noxial in  that  regionn.  Also  yif  so  be 
that  the  sonnes  dedinacioun  be  south- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial,  adde  thanne  55 
thilke  dedinacion  to  the  altitude  of  the 
sonne  at  noon  ;  and  tak  ther  the  hevedes 
of  Aries  and  Libra,  and  thyn  equinoxial 
Abate  thanne  the  heyghte  of  the  equi- 
noxial out  of  90  degrees,  and  thanne  60 
leveth  there  the  distans  of  the  i>ole,  51 
degrees  and  50  minutes,  of  that  regionn 
fro  the  equinoxiaL  Or  dies,  yif  thee 
lest,  take  the  heyest  altitude  fro  the 
equinoxial  of  any  sterre  fix  that  thou  65 
knowest,  and  tak  his  nethere  elongadoun 
lengthing  fro  the  same  equinoxial  lyne, 
and  wirke  in  the  maner  forseid.  And 
for  more  deolaradon,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

26.  Declaracioun  cf  the  asseruioun  cf 
signee,  Ac 

The  excellence  of  the  spere  solide, 
amonges  other  noble  condusiouns,  shew- 
eth manifesto  the  diverse  assenciouns 
of  signes  in  diverse  places,  as  wel  in  the 
rights  cerde  as  in  the  embelif  cerde.  5 
Thise  auctours  wryten  that  thiUce  signo 
is  deped  of  right  ascensioun,  with  which 
more  part  of  the  cercle  equinoxial  and 
lasse  part  of  the  ssodiak  ascendoth ;  and 
thilke  signs  assendeth  embelif,  with  10 
whiche  lasse  i>art  of  the  equinoxial  and 
more  part  of  the  sodiak  assendeth. 
Ferther-over  they  seyn,  that  in  thilke 
cuntrey  where  as  the  senith  of  hem  that 
dwdlen  there  is  in  the  equinoxial  lyne,  15 
and  her  orisonte  passing  by  the  poles 
of  this  worlde,  thilke  folke  han  this  right 
cerde  and  the  right  orisonte ;  and  evere- 
mo  the  arch  of  the  day  and  the  arch  of  the 
night  is  ther  y-like  long,  and  the  sonne  ao 
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twjes  every  yeer  passinge  thorow  the 
sonith  of  her  heved ;  and  two  eomeres 
and  two  wintcres  in  a  yeer  ban  this 
forseide  poeple.    And  the  almikanteras 

ss  in  her  Astrolabies  ben  streighte  as  a  lyne, 
so  as  sheweth  in  this  fignra  The  ntilite 
to  knowe  the  assencioiins  in  the  righte 
cercle  is  this :  tmste  wel  that  by  xnedia- 
cionn  of  thilke  aasenoiouns  thise  astio- 

3(>  logiens,  by  hir  tables  and  hir  instm- 
mentz,  knowen  verreyly  the  assenoioon 
of  every  degree  and  minut  in  al  the  zodiak, 
OS  shal  be  shewed.  And  notOy  that  this 
forseid   righte   orisonte,  that  is  cleped 

35  oriton  rectum^  divydeth  the  eqninoxial 
in-to  right  angles ;  and  the  embelif  ori- 
sonte, wher-as  the  pol  is  enhaosed  ap-on 
the  orisonte,  overkerveth  the  eqninoxial 
in  embelif  angles,  as  sheweth  in  the  fignre. 

40  And  for  the  more  declaradonn,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

27.  Thit  U  the  concluaioun  to  knotoe  the 
asaenciouru  of  signet  in  the  right  cercle^ 
that  if,  cireulu8  directtu,  d:c. 

Set  the  heved  of  what  signe  thee  liste 
to  knowe  his  RMending  in  the  right  oercle 
up-on  the  lyne  meridional ;  and  waite 
wher  thyn  almory  toucheth  the  bordnre, 
5  and  set  ther  a  prikke.  Tome  thanne  thy 
riet  westward  til  that  the  ende  of  the 
forseide  signe  sitte  np-on  the  meridional 
lyne;  and  eft-sones  waite  wher  thyn 
sdmnry  toachoth  the  bordore,  and  set 

10  ther  another  prikke.  Bikne  thanne  the 
nombre  of  degrees  in  the  bordore  by- 
twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and  tak  the  assen- 
oioon of  the  signe  in  the  right  cercle. 
And    thos  maystow  wyrke  with   every 

15  porcioon  of  thy  asodiak,  Ac.  And  for  the 
more  declaraoioun,  lo  here  thy  figore. 

28.  To  knotce  the  auencione  ofdgnee  in  the 
embelif  cercle  in  every  regioun,  I  mene^ 
in  circulo  obliguo. 

Set  the  heved  of  the  signe  which  as 
thee  list  to  knowe  his  ascensiovm  op-on 
the  est  orisonte,  and  waite  wher  thyn 
almory  toocheth  the  bordore,  and  set 
5  ther  a  prikke.  Tome  thanne  thy  riet 
upward  til  that  the  ende  of  the  same 


signe  sitte  op-on  the  est  orisonte,  and 
waite  eft-sones  wher  as  thyn  almniy 
toooheth  the  btnrdore,  and  set  ther 
a-nother  prikke.  JUkne  thanne  the  10 
noombre  of  degrees  in  the  bordore  by- 
twize  bothe  prikkes,  and  tak  ther  the 
asMnoioun  of  the  signe  in  the  embelif 
cercle.  And  understood  wel,  that  alle 
signes  in  thy  Bodiak,  fro  the  heved  of  15 
Aries  unto  the  ende  of  Virgo,  ben  cleped 
signes  of  the  north  fh>  the  eqoinozial ; 
and  these  signes  arysen  by-twize  the 
verrey.est  and  the  verrey  north  in  o/are 
orisonte  generaly  for  evere.  And  alle  ao 
signes  fro  the  heved  of  Libra  nn-to  the 
ende  of  Pisoes  ben  cleped  signes  of  the 
sooth  fro  the  eqoinoadal ;  and  thise  signes 
arysen  ever-mo  by-twize  the  verrey  est 
and  the  verrey  sooth  in  oore  orisonte.  25 
Also  every  signe  by-twize  the  heved  of 
Gaprioome  on-to  the  ende  of  Oeminis 
azyseth  on  oore  orisonte  in  lasse  than  two 
hoores  eqoales ;  and  thise  same  signes, 
fro  the  heved  of  Caprioome  on-to  the  30 
ende  of  Geminis,  ben  cleped  *tortaos 
signes '  or  *  croked  signes,*  for  they  ariaen 
embelif  on  oore  orisonte  ;  and  thise  cro- 
kede  signes  ben  obedient  to  the  signes 
that  ben  of  right  assencioon.  The  signes  S5 
of  right  assenoioon  ben  fro  the  heved  of 
Cancer  to  the  fende  of  Sagittare;  and 
thise  signes  axysen  more  opright,  and  th^ 
ben  called  eke  sovereyn  signes;  and 
everich  of  hem  aryseth  in  more  space  40 
than  in  two  hoores.  Of  which  signes, 
Gemini  obeyeth  to  Cancer;  and  Taoros 
to  Leo;  Aries  to  Viigo ;  Pisces  to  libra ; 
Aqoarios  to  Soorpioon ;  and  Capricome 
to  Sagittare.  And  thos  ever-mo  two  45 
signes,  that  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro  the  heved 
of  Gaprioome,  obeyen  everich  of  hem  til 
other.  And  for  more  dedaracioon,  lo 
here  the  figore. 

29.  To  knowe  Justly  the  foure  quarters  of 
the  uxn-ldy  as  est^  vjest,  norths  and  soujth. 

Take  the  altitode  or  thy  sonne  whan 
thee  list,  and  note  wel  the  qoarter  of  the 
world  in  which  the  sonne  is  for  the  tyme 
by  the  azimots.  Tome  thanne  thyn 
Astrolabie,  and  set  the  degree  of   the  5 
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Boiuae  in  the  almikantnraB  of  liis  oltitiide, 
on  thilke  lida  that  the  wmne  etant,  as  is 
the  manere  in  taldng  of  hooree ;  and  ley 
thy  lahel  on  the  degree  of  the  aonne,  'and 

lo  rikene  how  many  degrees  of  the  bordnre 
ben  l^-twixe  the  lyne  meridional  and  the 
point  of  thy  htbel;  and  note  wel  that 
nonmfare.  Tame  thanne  a-gayn  thyn 
AatrolAbie,  and  aet  the  point  of  thy  gret 

15  rewle,  ther  thou  takest  thyne  altitudes, 
np-on  aa  nuuny  degreea  in  his  bordare  fro 
his  meridional  as  was  the  point  of  thy 
label  firo  the  lyne  meridional  on  the 
wombe-4yde.    Tak   thanne  thyn  Astr»> 

«o  labia  with  bothe  handes  sadly  and  slely, 
and  lat  the  sonne  shyne  thorow  bothe 
holes  of  thy  rewle ;  and  sleyly,  in  thilke 
shyninge,  lat  thyn  Astrolabie  conoh  adonn 
eyene  np-on  a  smothe  grond,  and  thanne 

as  wol  the  verr^  lyne  meridJonal  of  thyn 
Astrolabie  lye  evene  south,  and  the  est 
lyne  wole  lye  est,  and  the  west  lyne  west, 
and  north  lyne  north,  so  that  thon  werke 
softly  and  ayisely  in  the  coaching ;  and 

3P  thns  hastow  the  4  quarters  of  the  firma- 
ment. And  for  the  more  deolaraoioim, 
lo  here  the  figure. 

80.  7b  know  the  aUUttds  <^f  pUmeiea  fro 

the  teey  of  <A«  fOfHM,  wMAer  90  Mey  (0 

noftih  or  «mi<A  fro  thefbneide  toey. 

Lok  whan  that  a  planete  is  in  the  lyne 

meridional,  yif  that  hir  altitude  be  of  the 

same  lu^yghte  that  is  the  degree  of  the 

Sonne  for  that  day,  and  than  is  the  planete 

5  in  the  Terrey  w^  of  the  Sonne,  and  hath 
no  latitude.  And  yif  the  altitude  of  the 
planete  be  h^yere  than  the  degree  of  the 
Sonne,  than  is  the  planete  north  fro  the 
wey  of  the  sonne  swioh  a  quantite  of  lati- 

to  tude  as  sheweth  by  thyn  ahnikanteras. 
And  yif  the  altitude  of  the  planete  be  lasse 
than  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  thanne  is 
the  planete  south  fro  the  wey  of  the  sonne 
swich  a  quantite  of  latitude  as  sheweth 

15  by  thyn  almikanteras.  This  is  to  s^yn, 
fro  the  wey  wher-as  the  sonne  wente 
thilke  day,  but  nat  from  the  wey  of  the 
sonne  in  eveiy  place  of  the  sodiak.  And 
for  the  more  deelanujioun,  lo  here  the 

ao  figure. 


81.  2b  kmotM  the  tmdth  of  tJie  atjfHng  of 
the  sofHM,  th4$  it  to  teyn,  ihopartie  of  the 
otioonU  in  wMek  that  ike  mmm  arifaeth. 

Thou  most  first  considere  that  the 
sonne  aryseth  nat  al-wey  verroy  est,  but 
some  tyme  by  north  the  est,  and  som 
tyme  by  southe  the  est.  Sothly,  the  sonne 
aryseth  never-mo  verrey  est  in  onre  ori-  5 
sonte,  but  ho  be  in  the  heved  of  Aries  or 
Libra.  Now  is  thyn  orisonte  departed  in 
24.  parties  by  thy  asimatz,  In  significacion 
of  24  parties  of  the  world ;  al-be-it  so 
that  shipmen  rikne  thilke  parties  in  32.  10 
Thanne  is  ther  no  more  but  walte  in 
which  asimut  that  thy  sonne  entreth  at 
his  aiysing ;  and  take  ther  the  senith  of 
the  aiysing  of  the  sonne.  The  manere  of 
the  devisioun  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  this  ;  15 
I  mene,  as  in  this  cas.  First  is  it  devided 
in  4  plages  principals  with  the  lyne  that 
goth  from  est  to  west,  and  than  with 
a-nother  lyne  that  goth  fro  south  to  north. 
Than  is  it  devided  in  smale  parties  of  20 
azimuts,  as  est,  and  est  by  southe,  whereas 
is  the  flrste  azimat  above  the  est  lyne ;  and 
so  forth,  fro  partie  to  partie,  til  that  thou 
come  agayn  nn-to  the  est  lyne.  Thus 
maistow  understond  also  the  senith  of  2s 
any  sterre,  in  which  partie  he  lyseth, 
&c  And  for  the  more  deolaracion,  lo 
here  the  figure. 

82.  To  laiotee  in  which  partie  of  the  Jlrma- 

ment  ie  the  cof^nedoun. 

Considere  the  tyme  of  the  conjunocion 
by  thy  kalender,  as  thus ;  lok  how  many 
houres  thilke  conjunocion  is  fro  the  mid- 
day of  the  day  precedent,  as  sheweth  by 
the  oanoun  of  thy  kalender.  Rikne  5 
thanne  thilke  nombre  of  houres  in  the 
bordure  of  thjrn  Astrolabie,  as  thou  art 
wont  to  do  in  knowing  of  the  houres  of 
the  day  or  of  the  night ;  and  ley  thy  label 
over  the  degree  of  the  sonne ;  and  thanne  10 
wol  the  point  of  thy  label  sitte  np-on  the 
hour  of  the  conjunocion.  Loke  thanne  in 
which  admut  the  degree  of  thy  sonne 
sitteth,  and  in  that  partie  of  the  firma- 
ment is  the  conjuncoioun.  And  for  the  15 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 
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33.  To  knows  tfia  mnUh  of  the  altUuds  of 
theaonne^  Ac, 
This  is  no  move  to  seyn  but  any  tyme 
of  the  day  tak  the  aJtitade  of  the  sonne ; 
and  by  the  aadmut  in  which  he  stondeth, 
maystou  seen  in  which  partie  of  the  fir- 

5  mament  he  is.  And  in  the  same  wyse 
mayston  seen,  by  the  night,  of  any  sterre, 
whether  the  sterre  sitte  est  or  west  or 
north,  or  any  partie  by-twene,  afber  the 
name  of  the  arimut  in  which  is  the  sterre. 

lo  And  for  the  more  dedaracioon,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

31  To  knowe  toihly  the  degree  of  the 
longitude  of  the  mone,  or  of  any  planete 
tluU  hath  no  laiitudefor  the  tffmefro  the 
ecUptik  lyne, 

Tak  the  altitnde  of  the  mone,  and 
rikne  thyn  altitnde  up  among  thyne  al- 
mikanteras  on  which  syde  that  the  mone 
stande;  and  set  there  a  prikke.  Tak 
5  thenne  anon-right,  np-on  the  mones  syde, 
the  altitude  of  any  sterre  fix  which  that 
thou  knowest,  and  set  his  centre  up-on 
his  altitude  among  thyn  almikanteras 
ther  the  sterre  is  founde.  Waite  thanne 
JO  which  degree  of  the  zodiak  toucheth  the 
prikke  of  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
tak  ther  the  degree  in  which  the  mone 
standeth.  This  conclusioon  is  verrey 
sooth,  yif  the  sterres  in  thyn  Astrolabie 
15  stonden  afber  the  trowthe;  of  comnne, 
tretis  o{  Astrolabie  ne  make  non  excep- 
cioun  whether  the  mone  have  latitude,  or 
non  ;  ne  on  whether  syde  of  the  mone  the 
altitude  of  the  sterre  fix  be  taken.  And 
20  not€ij  that  yif  the  mone  shewe  himself  by 
light  of  day,  than  maystow  wyrke  this 
same  conolusioun  by  the  sonne,  as  wol  as 
by  the  fix  sterre.  And  for  the  more  de- 
claracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

35.  This  ie  the  workinge  of  the  conclueioun^ 
to  knowe  yif  that  any  planete  be  directe 
or  retrograde. 

Tak  the  altitude  of  any  sterre  that  is 

cleped  a  planete,  and  note  it  weL    And 

tak  eek  anon  the  altitude  of  any  sterre 

fix  that  thou  knowest,  and  note  it  wel 

5  also.    Come  thanne  agayn  the  thridde  or 


the  ferthe  nig^t  next  folwing ;  for  thanne 
shaltow  ai>erceyve  wel  the  moeving  of 
a  planete,  whether  so  he  moeve  forthward 
or  bakward.  Awaite  wel  thanne  whan 
that  thy  sterre  fix  is  in  the  same  altitude  10 
that  she  was  whan  thou  toke  hir  firsto 
altitude  ;  and  tak  than  eftsones  the  alti- 
tude of  the  forseide  planete,  and  note  it 
weL  For  trust  wel,  yif  so  be  that  the 
planete  be  on  the  right  syde  of  the  meri-  15 
dional  lyne,  so  that  his  seconde  altitnde 
be  lasse  than  his  firste  altitnde  was, 
thanne  is  the  planete  directe.  And  yif 
he  be  on  the  west  ^yde  in  that  condioion, 
thanne  is  he  retrograd.  And  yif  so  be  20 
that  this  planete  be  up-on  the  est  syde 
whan  his  altitude  is  taken,  so  that  his 
secounde  altitude  be  more  than  his  firste 
altitude,  thanne  is  he  retrograde,  and  yif 
he  be  on  the  west  syde,  than  is  he  directe.  25 
But  the  contrarie  of  thise  parties  is  of  the 
cours  of  the  nione  ;  for  sothly,  the  mone 
moeveth  the  contrarie  from  othere  plan- 
etes  as  in  hir  episicle,  but  in  non  other 
manere.  And  for  the  more  dedaraoioun,  30 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

86.  The  conduHouna  cf  eqttacumnt  qf 
houaeij  after  the  Astrolabie,  dc 

Set  the  by-ginning  of  the  degree  that 
assendeth  up-on  the  ende  of  the  8  hoare 
ineqnial;  thanne  wol  the  by-ginning  of 
the  3  hous  sitte  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night. Bemeve  thanne  the  degree  that  5 
assendeth,  and  set  him  on  the  ende  of  the 
10  hour  ineqnal;  and  thanne  wol  the 
byginning  of  the  3  hous  sitte  upK>n  the 
midnight  lyne.  Bring  up  agayn  the  same 
degree  that  assendeth  first,  and  set  him  10 
up-on  the  orisonte ;  and  thanne  wol  the 
beginning  of  the  4  hous  sitte  up-on  the 
lyne  of  midnight.  Tak  thanne  tiie  nadir 
of  the  degree  that  first  assendeth,  and 
set  him  on  the  ende  of  the  a  honre  15 
inequal ;  and  thanne  wol  the  beginning 
of  the  5  hous  sitte  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night ;  set  thanne  the  nadir  of  the  aasen- 
dent  on  the  ende  of  the  4  honre,  than  wol 
the  beginning  of  the  6  house  sitte  on  the  20 
midnight  lyne.  The  beginning  of  the 
7  hous  is  nadir  of  the  assendent,  and 
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the  beginnixis  of  the  8  hons  is  nadir  of 
the  2 ;  and  the  heginnini^  of  the  9  heoB  is 

35  nadir  of  the  3 ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
lo  hoas  is  the  nadir  of  the  4 ;  and  the  be- 
ginninf^  of  the  11  hons  is  nadir  of  the  5  ; 
and  the  beginning  of  the  la  hons  is  nadir 
of  the  6.    And  for  the  more  deolaraoion, 

30  lo  here  the  flgnra 

37.  A-fwther  matiere  (nf  equacUnms  of 
houaea  by  the  AstroUOne. 

Tak  thyn  assendent,  and  thanne  hastow 
thy  4  angles ;  for  wfl  then  woet  that  the 
opposit  of  thyn  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
thy  beginning  of  the  7  hons,  sit  np-on  the 

5  west  oruxmte  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
10  hofos  sit  np-on  the  lyne  meridional; 
and  his  opposit  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night. Thanne  ley  thy  label  over  the 
degree  that  aasendeth,  and  rekne  fro  the 

10  point  of  thy  label  alle  the  degrees  in  the 
bordnre,  til  then  come  to  the  meridional 
l(^e ;  and  departe  alle  thilke  degrees  in 

3  evene  parties,  and  take  the  evene 
eqoacion  of  3 ;    for  ley  thy  label  over 

15  everich  of  3  parties,  and  than  maistow 
see  hy  thy  label  in  which  degree  of  the 
»>diak  [is]  the  beginning  of  everich  of 
thise  same  houses  fro  the  assendent : 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  beginning  of  the 

20  12  hoose  next  above  thyn  assendent ;  and 
thanne  the  beginning  of  the  11  house; 
and  thanne  the  10,  np-on  the  meridional 
lyne;  as  I  first  sei4e.  The  same  wyse 
wirke  thou  fro  the  assendent  donn  to  the 

3$  lyne  of  midnight ;  and  thanne  thus 
hastow  other  3  houses,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  beginning  of  the  3,  and  the  3,  and  the 

4  houses ;  thanne  is  the  nadir  of  thise 
3  houses  the  beginning  of  the  3  houses 

30  that  folwen.  And  for  the  more  declara- 
cioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

38.  Tojhtds  the  lyne  merydumtU  to  dweUe 
Jlx  in  any  certein  place. 

Tak  a  rond  plate  of  metal ;  for  warping, 
the  brodere  the  bettre ;  and  make  ther- 
upon  a  just  oompas,  a  lite  with-in  the 
bordnre ;  and  ley  this  ronde  plate  np-on 
5  an  evene  grond,  or  on  an  evene  ston,  or 
on  an  evene  stok  fix  in  the  gronde ;  and 


ley  it  even  by  a  level.    And  in  centre  of 
the  compas  stike  an  evene  pin  or  a  wyr 
upright;  the  smallere  the  betere.     Set 
thy  pin  by  a  plom-rewle  evene  upright ;  10 
and  let  this   pin    be   no   lengere   than 
a  quarter  of  the  diametre  of  thy  oompas, 
fro  the  centre.    And  waite  bisily  aboute 
10  or  II  of  the  clokke;  and  whan  the 
Sonne  shyneth,  whan  the  shadwe  of  the  15 
pin  entreth  any-thing  with-in  the  cercle 
of  thy  plate  an  heer-mele,  and  mark  ther 
a  prikke  with  inke.    Abyde  thanne  stUle 
waiting  on  the  Sonne  after  i  of  the  clokke, 
til  that  the  schcMlwe  of  the  wyr  or  of  the  20 
pin  passe  ony-thing  out  of  the  cercle  of 
the  compas,  be  it  never  so  lyte  ;  and  set 
ther  »>nother  prikke  of  inke.    Take  than 
a  compas,  and  mesure  evene  the  middel 
by-twize  bothe  prikkes ;  and  set  ther  a  25 
prikke.    Take  thanne  a  rewle,  and  draw 
astryke,  evene  a-lyne  fro  the  pin  un-to 
the  middel  prikke ;  and  tak  ther  thy  lyne 
meridional  for  evere-mo,  as  in  that  same 
place.    And  yif  thow  drawe  a  oros-lyne  30 
over-thwart  the  compas,  justly  over  the 
lyne  meridional,  than  hastow  est   and 
west  and  south ;  and,  par  consequence, 
than  the  nadir  of  the  south  lyne  is  the 
north  lyne.    And  for  more  declaraoioun,  35 
lo  here  thy  figure.  • 

89.  Deaeripcion  qf  the  meridional  lyne^  of 
longitudes,  and  UsOtudee  of  citeee  cmd 
townee  from  on  to  a-nother  of  dymatz. 
This  lyne  meridional  is  but  a  manor 
descripcion  of  lyne  imagined,  that  passeth 
upon  the  poles  of  this  world  and  by  the 
senith  of  oure  heved.  And  hit  is  y-cleped 
the  lyne  meridional ;  for  in  what  place  5 
that  any  manor  man  is  at  any  tyme  of 
the  yeer,  whan  that  the  sonne  by  moeving 
of  the  firmament  cometh  to  his  verrey 
meridian  place,  than  is  hit  verrey  midday, 
that  we  depen  oure  noon,  as  to  thilke  10 
man  ;  and  therfore  is  it  deped  the  lyne 
of  midday.      And  noto,  for  evermo,   of 
3  citees  or  of  2  tonnes,  of  whiche  that  o 
toun  aprocheth  more  toward  the  est  than 
doth  that  other  toun,  truste  wel  that  15 
thilke    tonnes   han    diverse    meridians. 
Nota  also,  that  the  arch  of  the  equinoxial. 
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that  is  oonteyndd  or  boimded  by-twixa  the 
a  meridians,  is  cleped  the  longitude  of 

ao  the  toon.  And  yif  so  be  that  two  tonnes 
have  y-lyke  meridian,  or  oon  meridian, 
than  is  the  distance  of  hem  bothe  y-lyke 
fer  fro  the  est ;  and  the  oontrarie.  And 
in  this  manors  they  channge  nat  her 

35  meridian,  but  sothlythey  chaongen  her 
almikanteras ;  for  the  enhansing  of  the 
X>ool  and  the  distance  of  the  sonne.  The 
longitade  of  a  <olymat  is  a  lyne  imagined 
iro  est  to  west,  y-lyke  distant  by-tw«ne 

30  them  alle.  The  latitude  of  a  clymat  is  a 
lyne  imagined  £rom  north  to  south  the 
space  of  the  erthe,  fro  the  byginning  of 
the  firste  clymat  unto  the  yerrey  ende  of 
the  same  climat,  evene  dixecte  agayns 

35  the  pole  artik.  Thus  s^yn  some  auctours; 
and  somme  of  hem  seyn  that  yif  men 
clepen  the  latitude,  Uiay  mene  tiie  arch 
meridian  that  is  oontiened  or  intercept 
by-twixe  the  senith  and  the  eqninozial. 

40  Tlianne  sey  they  that  the  distaunce  tto 
the  equinoxial  unto  the  ende  of  a  clymat, 
evene  agayns  the  pole  artyk,  is  the  lati- 
tude of  a  clymat  for  sotiie.  And  for 
more  deolaraoionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

40.  7b  knows  with  which  degree  of  the 
sodiak  that  any  planete  asaendiih  on  the 
ariaonte,  whether  to  that  hie  latitude  he 
north  or  eouth. 

Knowe  by  thyn  almenak  the  degree  of 
the  eoUptik  of  any  signe  in  which  that 
the  planete  is  rekned  for  to  be,  and  that 
is  doped  the  degree  of  his  longitude;  and 

5  knowe  also  the  degree  of  his  latitude  fro 
the  ediptik,  north  or  south.  And  by 
thise  samples  folwinge  in  special,  may- 
stow  wlrke  f  for  sothe  in  evezy  signe  of 
the  zodiak.    The  degree  of  the  longitude, 

10  par  aventure,  of  Venus  or  of  another 
planete,  was  6  of  Gapricome,  and  the 
latitude  of  him  was  northward  3  degrees 
fro  the  ecliptik  lyne.  I  tok  a  subtil  00m- 
pas,  and  cleped  that  oon  poynt  of  my 

15  compas  A,  and  that  other  poynt  F.  Than 
tok  I  the  point  of  A,  and  set  it  in  the 
ecliptik  lyne  evene  in  my  sodiak,  in  the 
degree  of  the  longitude  of  Venus,  that  is 
to  seyn,  in  the  6  degree  of  Gapricome; 


and  thanne  sette  I  the  point  of  F  npwaand  ^n 
in  the  same  signe,  byoanse  that  the  lati- 
tude was  north,  up-on  the  latitude   of 
Venus,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  the6  degree  firo 
the  heved  of  Gapricome  ;  and  thus  have 
I  2  degrees  by^twixe  my  two  prikkea.  3< 
Than  leide  I  doun  softely  my  compos, 
and  sette  the  degree  of  the  longitudo 
up-on  the  orisonte ;  tho  tok  I  and  wexede 
my  label  in  maner  of  a  peyre  tables  to 
resoeyve  distinctly  the  prikkes    of  my  jo 
eompas.    Tho  tok  I  this  fbrseide  label, 
and  leide  it  fix  over  the  dsgree  of  mjr 
longitude ;  tho  tok  I  up  vaj  oompas,  and 
sette  the  point  of  A  in  the  wex  on  my 
label,  as  evene  as  I  coude  gesse  over  the  55 
ediptik  lyne,  in  the  ende  of  the  longi- 
tude ;  and  sette  the  point  of  F  endlan^ 
in  my  labd  up-on  the  space  of  the  lati- 
tude, inwarde  and  crv&r  the  sodiak,  that 
is  to  seyn,  north-ward  firo  the  ecliptik.  40 
Than  leide  I  doun  my  oompas,  and  lokedo 
wel  in  the  wey  upon  the  prikke  of  A  and 
of  F ;  tho  turned  I  my  net  til  that  the 
prikke  of  F  sat  up-on  the  orisonte ;  than 
saw  I  wd  that  the  body  of  Venus,  in  hir  45 
latitude    of    2   degrees   septentrionalis, 
assended,  in  the  ende  of  the  6  degree, 
in  the  heved  of  Gaprioome.     And  iioto, 
that  in  the  same  maner  maistow  wirke 
with  any  latitude  septentrional  in  alle  50 
signes ;  but  sothly  the  latitude  meridional 
of  a  planete  in  Gaprioome  may  not  be 
take,  by-cause  of  the  litd  space  by-twixe 
the  ecliptik  and  the  bordure  of  the  Astxtv 
labie ;  but  sothly,  in  alle  other  signes  it  55 
may. 

Also  the  degree,  par  aventure,  of  Jupi- 
ter or  of  a-nother  planete,  was  in  the 
first  degree  of  Pisces  in  longitude,  and 
his  latitude  was  3  degrees  meridional ;  ^> 
tho  tok  I  the  point  of  A,  and  sette  it  in 
the  firste  degree  of  Pisces  on  the  ediptik, 
and  thanne  sette  I  the  point  of  F  doan- 
ward  in  the  same  signe,  by-cause  that  the 
latitude  was  south  3  degrees,  that  is  to  65 
seyn,  fro  the  heved  of  Pisces ;  and  thus 
have  1 3  degrees  by-twixe  bothe  prikkes ; 
thanne  sette  I  the  degree  of  the  longitude 
up-on  the  orisonte.  Tho  tdc  I  my  label, 
and  Idde  it  fix  upon  the  degiee  of  the  ■;%* 
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longitude ;  tho  seite  I  the  point  of  A  on 
my  label,  evene  over  the  eclipiik  lyne,  in 
the  ende  erene  oC  the  degree  of  the  longi- 
tnde,  And  aette  the  point  of  F  endlang  in 

75  my  label  the  space  f  of  3  degxees  of  the 
latitude  fro  the  sodiak,  this  is  to  seyn, 
sonthwazd  fro  the  ecliptik,  toiw^Etfd  the 
bordnre;  and  tamed  mj  riet  til  the 
prikke    of   F   sat  ,ap-on  the    orison te; 

&>  thanno  saw  I  wel  that  the  body  of 
Jnpiter,  in  his  latitude  of  3  degrees 
meridional,  ascended  with  14  degrees  of 
Piscee  in  horoKopo.  And  in  this  maner 
maistow  wirke  with  any  latitude  meri- 

85  dional,  as  I  first  seide,  save  in  Caprioome. 
And  yif  thon  wolt  pleye  this  craft  with 


the  arysing  of  the  mone,  lake  thon  rekno 
wel  hir  coars  honre  by  honre ;  for  she  ne 
dwelleth  nat  in  a  degree  of  hir  longitude 
but  a  litel  whjle,  as  thou  wel  knowest ;  9^ 
but  natheles,  yif  thou  rekne  hir  vorreyo 
moeving  by  thy  tables  houre  after  houro, 
fthou  shalt  do  wel  y-now. 

Erplitit  tractatua  ds  ComclutionSbuB  Astro- 
labii,  compilatug  p&r  C^a^/)Hdum  ChaU' 
den  ctd  FUhtm  tmtm  Lodmoicum^ 
acoloTtm  tunc  iemporig  Oxonie^  ac  tub 
tuUHa  miua  nobaimhni  philosophi  Ma- 
gistri  N.  Strode,  etc 


SUPPLEMENTARY  PROPOSITIONS. 


4|.  Umbra  Beeta, 
Yif  it  so  be  that  thou  wilt  werke  by 
ujnbra  recta,  and  thou  may  come  to  the 
bas  of  the  toure,  in  this  maner  thou 
schalt  werke.  1^  the  altitude  of  the 
5  tour  by  bothe  holes,  so  that  thy  rewle 
ligge  oven  in  a  poynt.  Ensample  as 
thos  :  I  see  him  thorw  at  the  poynt  of  4  ; 
than  mete  I  the  space  be-tween  me  and 
the  tour,  and  I  finde  it  30  feet ;   than 

10  be-holde  I  how  4  is  to  12,  right  so  is  the 
space  betwize  thee  and  the  tour  to  the 
altitude  of  the  tour.  For  4  is  the  thridde 
part  of  13,  so  is  the  space  be-tween  thee 
and   the  tour  the  thridde  part  of  the 

15  altitude  of  the  tour ;  than  thryes  ao  feet 
is  the  heyghto  of  the  tour,  with  adding  of 
thyn  owne  persone  to  thyn  eye.  And 
this  rewle  is  so  general  in  umbra  recta, 
fro  the  poynt  of  oon  to  12.    And  yif  thy 

30  rewle  falle  upon  5,  than  is  5  la-partyes  of 
the  heyght  the  space  be-tween  thee  and 
the  touxe;  with  adding  of  thyn  owne 
heyght. 

42.  Umbra  Versa, 

Another  maner  of  werkinge,  by  vmbra 
versa,    Yif  so  be  that  thou  may  nat  come 


to  the  bas  of  the  tour,  I  see  him  thorw 
the  nombre  of  i ;  I  sette  ther  a  prikke  at 
my  fote ;  than  go  I  neer  to  the  tour,  and  5 
I  see  him  thorw  at  the  poynt  of  2,  and 
there  I  sette  a-nother  prikke;  and  I 
beholde  how  i  hath  him  to  12,  and  ther 
finde  I  that  it  hath  him  twelfe  sythes; 
than  beholde  I  how  3  hath  him  to  13,  and  i<> 
thou  shalt  finde  it  sexeflythes;  than  thou 
shalt  finde  that  as  13  above  6  is  the 
numbre  of  6,  right  so  is  the  space 
between  thy  two  prikkes  the  space  of  6 
tymes  thyn  altitude.  And  note,  that  at  15 
the  ferste  altitude  of  i,  thou  settest  a 
prikke ;  and  afterward,  whan  thon  seest 
him  at  3,  ther  thou  settest  an-othor 
prikke ;  than  thou  findest  between  two 
prikkys  60  feet;  than  thou  shalt  finde  20 
that  10  is  the  6-party  of  6a  And  then  is 
10  feet  the  altitude  of  the  tour.  For 
other  poyntis,  yif  it  fiUe  in  umbra  versa, 
as  thus  :  I  sette  caas  it  fill  upon  f  3,  and 
at  the  secnnde  upon  fs  ;  than  schalt  thou  35 
finde  that  3  is  6  partyes  of  13 ;  and  3  is  4 
partjres  of  13;  than  passeth  6  4,  by 
nombre  of  3  ;  so  is  the  space  between  two 
prikkes  twyes  the  heyghte  of  the  tour. 
And  yif  the  differens  were  thryes,  than  y^ 
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shnlde  it  be  three  tymes ;  and  thns  mayst 
thou  werke  fro  a  to  12;  and  yif  it  be  4,  4 
tymes ;  or  5,  5  tymes ;  etticde  ceteris. 

li.  Umbra  Redo. 

An-other  maner  of -wyrking  be  umbra 
recta,  Tif  it  so  be  that  thou  maj^  nat 
oome  to  the  baas  of  the  tour,  in  this 
maner  thou  schalt  werke.  Sette  thy  rewle 

5  npon  I  till  thon  see  the  altitude,  and 
sette  at  thy  foot  a  prikke.  Than  sette 
thy  rewle  upon  a,  and  beholde  what  is 
the  differense  be-tween  i  and  3,  and  thou 
shalt  finde  that  it  is  i.    Than  mote  the 

10  space  be-tween  two  prikkes,  and  that  is 
the  13  partie  of  the  altitude  of  the  tour. 
And  yif  ther  were  3,  it  were  the  6  partye ; 
and  yif  ther  were  3,  the  4  partye ;  et  tic 
deinceps.    And  note,  yif  it  were  5,  it  were 

15  the  5  party  of  u ;  and  7,  7  party  of  13  ; 
and  note,  at  the  altitude  of  thy  oonclu- 
sioun,  adde  the  stature  of  thyn  heyghte 
to  thyn  eye. 


44.  Another  maner  conclusion^  to  knoux  the 
mene  mote  and  the  argumentis  of  any 
planete.  To  know  the  mene  mote  and 
the  argumentis  0/ every  planete  fro  yere 
to  yere,  from  day  to  day^  from  Jumre 
to  Jioure,  and  from  smale  fracdonis 
tJUfinite. 

In  this  maner  shalt  thou  worche : 
consider  thy  rote  first,  the  whiche  is 
made  the  beginning  of  the  tables  fro  the 
yere  of  oure  lord  1397,  and  entere  hit  in-to 

5  thy  slate  for  the  laste  meridie  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  than  consider  the  yere  of  oure 
lord,  what  is  the  date,  and  be-hold 
whether  thy  date  be  more  or  lasse  than 
the  yere  1397.     And  yf  hit  so  be  that  hit 

10  be  more,  loke  how  many  yeres  hit  passeth, 
and  with  so  many  entere  into  thy  tables 
in  the  first  lyne  ther-as  is  writen  atrni 
coUecti  et  expansL  And  loke  where  the 
same  planet  is  writen  in  the  hede  of  thy 

15  table,  and  than  loke  what  thou  findest  in 
directe  of  the  same  yere  of  oure  lord 
whiche  is  passid,  be  hit  8,  or  9,  or  10,  or 


what  nombre  that  evere  it  be,  til  th« 
iyme  that  thou  come  to  30,  or  40,  cnr  6a 
And  that  thou  findest  in  direote  fwiyte 
in  thy  slate  under  thy  rote,  and  adde  hit 
to-geder,  and  that  is  thy  mene  mote,  for 
the  laste  meridian  of  the  December,  for 
the  same  yere  whiche  that  thon  hast 
purposed.  And  if  hit  so  be  that  hit  paste 
30,  consider  wel  that  fro  i  to  20  ben  anm 
expofwi,  and  fro  3o  to  3000  ben  aimt  coUee<>  : 
and  if  thy  nombere  passe  30,  than  take 
that  thou  findest  in  direote  of  30,  and  if 
hit  be  more,  as  6  or  18,  than  take  that 
thou  findest  in  direote  there^,  that  is  t« 
sayen,  signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  »- 
oonndes,  and  adde  to-gedore  un-to  th.T 
rote ;  and  thus  to  make  rotes.  And  note, 
that  if  hit  so  be  that  the  yere  of  oure  lord 
be  flasse  than  the  rote,  which  is  the  yere 
of  oure  lord  1397,  than  shalt  thou  wryt^ 
in  the  same  wyse  fnrst  thy  rote  in  thy 
slate,  and  after  entere  in-to  thy  table  in 
the  same  yere  that  be  lasse,  as  I  taught 
be-fore;  and  than  consider  how  many 
signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  seconnde* 
thyn  entringe  conteyneth.  And  so  be 
that  ther  be  2  entrees,  than  adde  hem 
togeder,  and  after  with-drawe  hem  fron: 
the  rote,  the  yere  of  oure  lord  1397;  and 
the  residue  that  leveth  is  thy  mene  mote 
fro  the  laste  meridie  of  December,  th« 
whiche  thou  hast  purposed ;  and  if  hit  to 
be  that  thou  wolt  weten  thy  mene  nuie 
for  any  day,  or  for  any  f¥accioun  of  day. 
in  this  maner  thou  shalt  worche.  Make 
thy  rote  fro  the  laste  day  of  Decembers  ir 
the  maner  as  I  have  taught,  and  aftci-- 
ward  behold  how  many  monethes,  d^yt*. 
and  houres  ben  passid  from  the  meiidi« 
of  Decembere,  and  with  that  entere  with 
the  laste  moneth  that  is  fill  passed,  and 
take  that  thou  findest  in  directe  of  him. 
and  wryte  hit  in  thy  slate;  and  entere 
with  as  mony  dayes  as  be  more,  and  wrytr 
that  thou  findest  in  directe  of  the  same 
planete  that  thou  worchest  for ;  and  i£ 
the  same  wyse  in  the  table  of  houres,  for 
houres  that  ben  passed,  and  adde  aUr 
these  to  thy  rote ;  and  the  residue  is  the 
mene  mote  for  the  same  day  and  th« 
same  houre. 
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45.    Awjihar  manere  to  knowe  the  mene 
mote, 

Wban  thon  -wolt  make  the  mene  mote 
of  eny  planete  to  be  by  Anechieles  tables, 
take  thy  rote,  the  whiche  is  for  the  yere 
of  care  lord  1397 ;  and  if  so  be  that  thy 
5  yere  he  paoid  the  date,  -wxyte  that  date, 
and  than  wryte  the  nombere  of  the  yeres. 
Than  with-drawe  the  yeres  out  of  the 
vexes  that  ben  pesMd  that  zote.  En- 
saoipnl  as  thus :  the  yere  of  onre  lord 

10  1400,  +1  wolde  witen,  precise,  my  rote; 
than  wToot  I  fiirst  140a  And  nnder  that 
nombere  I  wrote  a  1397 ;  than  withdrew 
I  the  laste  nombere  out  of  that,  and  than 
fond  I  the  J^due  was  3  yere ;  I  wiste 

15  that  3  yere  was  passed  &o  the  rote,  the 
whiche  was  writen  in  my  tables.  Than 
afler-ward  soghte  I  in  my  tables  the  annia 
coUecHa  et  expaneis^  and  amonge  myn 
expanse  yeres  fond  I  3  yeer.    Than  tok 

20  I  alle  the  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes, 
that  I  fond  direote  under  the  same 
planete  that  I  wroghte  for,  and  wroot  so 
many  agnes,  degrees,  and  minutes  in  my 
slate,  and  after-ward  added  I  to  signes, 

25  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes,  the 
whiche  I  fond  in  my  rote  the  yere  of  cure 
lord  1397;  and  kepte  the  residue;  and 
than  had  I  the  mene  mote  for  the  laste 
day  of  Pecembere.    And  if  thou  woldest 

30  wete  the  mene  mote  of  any  planete  in 
March,  Aprile,  or  Hay,  other  in  any  other 
tyme  or  moneth  of  the  yere,  loke  how 
many  monethes  and  dayes  ben  passed 
from  the  laste  day  of  Decembere,  the  yere 

35  of  oure  lord  1400 ;  and  so  with  monethes 
and  dayes  entere  in-to  thy  table  ther 
thou  findest  thy  mene  mote  y-writen  in 
monethes  and  dayes,  and  take  alle  the 
signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes 

40  that  thou  iindest  y-write  in  directe  of  thy 
monethes,  and  adde  to  signes,  degrees, 
minutes,  and  secoundes  that  thou  findest 
with  thy  rote  the  yere  of  oure  lord  1400, 
and  the  residue  that  leveth  is  the  mene 

45  mote  for  that  same  day.  And  note,  if  hit 
so  be  that  thou  woldest  wete  the  mene 
mote  in  any  yere  that  is  lasse  than  thy 


rote,  with-drawe  the  nombere  of  so  many 
yeres  as  hit  is  lasse  than  the  yere  of  oure 
lord  a  1397,  and  kepe  the  residue ;  and  so  50 
many  yeres,  monethes,  and  dayes  entere 
in-to  thy  tabelis  of  thy  mene  mote.  And 
take  alle  the  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes, 
and  secoundes,  that  thou  findest  in 
directe  of  alle  the  yeres,  monethes,  and  55 
dayes,  and  wryte  hem  in  thy  slate ;  and 
above  thilke  nombere  wiyte  the  signes, 
degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes,  the 
whiche  thou  findest  with  thy  rote  the 
yere  of  oure  lord  a  1397 ;  and  with-drawe  60 
alle  the  nethere  signes  and  degrees  fro 
the  signes  and  degrees,  minutes,  and 
secoundes  of  other  signes  with  thy  rote ; 
and  thy  residue  that  leveth  is  thy  mene 
mote  for  that  day.  65 

46.  For  to  knotoe  at  tohat  houre  of  the  day^ 
or  of  the  nSght^^  shot  beflode  or  ebbe  *. 

First  wite  thou  certeinly,  how  that 
haven  stondeth,  that  thou  list  to  werke 
for ;  that  is  to  say  in  whiche  place  of  the 
firmament  the  mone  being,  maketh  fulle 
see.  Thau  awayte  thou  redily  in  what  5 
degree  of  the  aodiak  that  the  mone  at 
that  tyme  is  inne.  Bringe  forth  than 
the  labelle,  and  set  the  point  therof  in 
that  same  cost  that  the  mone  maketh 
fiode,  and  set  thou  there  the  degree  of  10 
the  mone  according  with  the  egge  of  the 
label.  Than  afterward  awayte  where  is 
than  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  at  that 
tym».  Bemeve  thou  than  the  label  fro 
the  mone,  and  bringe  and  sette  it  justly  15 
upon  the  degree  of  the  sonne.  And  the 
point  of  the  label  shal  than  declare  to 
thee,  at  what  houre  of  the  day  or  of  the 
night  shal  be  fiode.  And  there  also 
maist  thou  wite  by  the  same  point  of  the  20 
label,  whether  it  be,  at  that  same  tyme, 
fiode  or  ebbe,  or  half  fiode,  or  quarter 
fiode,  or  ebbe,  or  half  or  quarter  ebbe ;  or 
ellis  at  what  houre  it  was  last,  or  shal 
be  next  by  night  or  by  day,  thou  than  25 
shalt  eaely  knowe,  &c.  Furthermore,  if 
it  so  be  that  thou  happe  to  worke  for  this 
matere  aboute  the  tyme  of  the  conjuno- 
oioun,  bringe  forthe  the  degree  of  the 


*  Perhaps  not  gmuine. 
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30  mone  with  the  labelle  to  that  ooste  as  it 
is  before  seyd.  But  than  thoa  shalt 
understoiide  that  thon  may  not  bringe 
Airthe  the  label  fro  the  degree  of  the 
mone  as  thon  dide  before;  for-why  the 

35  Sonne  is  than  in  the  same  degree  with 
the  mone.  And  so  thon  may  at  that 
tyme  by  the  point  of  the  labelle  on- 
remeyed  knowe  the  honre  of  the  flode  or 
of  the  ebbe,  as  it  is  before  seyd,  &o.    And 

40  evermore  as  thon  flndest  the  mone  passe 


fro  the  Sonne,  so  remeve  thon  the  labelle 
than  fro  the  degree  of  the  mone,  and 
bringe  it  to  the  degree  of  the  sonne. 
And  worke  thon  than  as  thon  dide  before, 
&C.  Or  elles  knowe  thon  what  honre  it  45 
is  that  thon  art  inne,  by  thyn  instixi' 
ment.  Than  bringe  thon  Airth  fro 
thennes  the  labelle  and  ley  it  npon  the 
degree  of  the  mone,  and  therby  may 
thon  wite  also  whan  it  was  flode,  or  whan  511 
it  wol  be  next,  be  it  night  or  day ;  &c. 
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GROUP  A.    THE  PROLOGUE. 

Here  biginneth  the  Book  of  the  Tales  of  Cannterbmy. 


'Wbam  that  Aprille  with  his  shoures  sote 
Thd  droghte  of  Marohe  hath  perced  to 

the  rote, 
And  hathed  every  yeyne  in  swioh  liconr, 
Of  which  vertn  engendred  is  the  flour  ; 
'Whan  Zephims  eek  with  his  swete  breeth  5 
Inspired  hath -in  every  holt  and  heeth 
The  tendre  croppes,  and  the  yonge  aonne 
Hiath  in  the  Bam  his  hidfe  oootb  y-ronne. 
And  smale  fowlee  maken  melodye, 
That  slepen  al  the  night  with  open  y6,  io 
(So  priketisi  hem  natnre  in  hir  oorages) : 
Than  longen  folk  to  goon  on  pilgrimages 
(And    palmers   for   to   seken    strannge 

strondee) 
To  feme  halwes,  conthe  in  sondry  londee ; 
And  speoiafly,  from  every  shires  ende    15 
Of  Engelond,  to  Caonterbnry  they  wende, 
^  The  holy  blisftil  martir  for  to  seke, 
That  hem  hath  holpen,  whan  that  they 

were  seke. 
Bifel  that^  in' that  seson  on  a  day, 
In  Boathwerk  at  the  Tabard  as  I  lay     ao 
Sedy  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrimage 
To  Cannterbniy  with  fal  devout  corage, 
At  night  was  come  in-to  that  hostelrye 
Wei  nyne  and  twenty  in  a  companye, 
Of  sondry  folk,  by  aventure  y-falle         as 
In  felawshipe,  and  pilgrims  were  they  alle, 
That  toward  Cannterbnry  wolden  ryde  ; 
The  chambree  and  the  stables  weren  wyde, 
And  wel  we  weren  esed  atte  beste. 
And  shortly,  whan  the  sonne  was  to  reste, 


So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  everichon,  31 
That  I  was  of  hir  felawshipe  anon, 
And  made  forward  erly  for  to  ryse, 
To  take  our  wey,  ther  as  I  yow  devyse. 
But  natheles,  whyl  I  have  tyme  and 

space,  35 

Er  that  I  farther  in  this  tale  pace, 
Me  thinketh  it  aoordaunt  to  resoun. 
To  telle  yow  al  the  oondioioun 
Of  eoh  of  hem,  so  as  it  semed  me. 
And  whiohe  they  weren,  and  of  what 

degree;  40 

And  eek  in  what  array  that  they  were 

inne: 
And  at  a  knight  than  wol  I  first  biginne. 
A  EIhioht  ther  was,  and  that  a  worthy 

man,  Knight 

That  fro  the  tyme  that  he  first  bigan 
To  lyden  out,  he  loved  chivaliye,  45 

Trouthe  and  honour,  fredom  and  onr- 

teisye. 
Fnl  worthy  was  he  in  his  lordes  werre, 
And  therto   hadde    he    riden  (no  man 

ferre) 
As  wel  in  Cristendom  as  hethenesse, 
And  ever  honoured  for  his  worthinesse.  5i> 
At  Alisaundre  he  was,  whan  it  was 

wonne; 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he  hadde  the  bord  bigonne 
Aboven  alle  naciouns  in  Pruce. 
In  Lettow  hadde  he  reysed  and  in  Buce, 
No  Cristen  man  so  ofte  of  his  degree.    55 
In  Gemade  at  the  sege  eek  hadde  he  be 


P  2 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


420 


Z^  (ptotogat. 


[t.  57-142. 


Of  Algezir,  and  riden  in  Bebmarye. 

At  Lyeys  vna  he,  and  at  Satalye, 

Whan   they  were  wonne ;    and  in  the 

GreteSee 
At  many  a  noble  aryve  hadde  he  be.      60 
At  mortal  batailles  hadde  he  been  flftene, 
And  foughten  for  our  feith  at  Tramiasene 
In  listes  thiyes,  and  ay  slayn  his  fo. 
This  like  worthy  knight  had  been  also 
Somtymo  with  the  lord  of  Palatye,         6$ 
Ageyn  another  hethen  in  Tnrkye  : 
And  evermore  he  hadde  a  sovereyn  prys. 
And  though  that  he  were  worthy,  he  was 

wys, 
And  of  his  i)ort  as  meke  as  is  a  mayde. 
He  never  yet  no  vileinye  ne  sayde  70 

In  al  his  lyf,  un-to  no  maner  wight. 
He  was  a  verray  parfit  gentil  knight. 
But  for  to  tellen  yow  of  his  array, 
His  hors  were  gode,  but  he  was  nat  gay. 
Of  fustian  he  wered  a  gipoun  75 

Al  bismotered  with  his  habergeoun ; 
For  he  was  late  y-oome  from  his  viage, 
And  wonte  for  to  doon  his  pilgrimage. 
With  him  ther  was  his  sone,  a  yong 

Sqctke,  Sqnyer. 

A  lovyere,  and  a  lusty  bachelor,  80 

With  lokkes  crulle,  as  they  were  leyd  in 


Of  twenty  yeer  of  age  he  was,  I  gesse. 
Of  his  stature  he  was  of  evene  lengthe. 
And    wonderly    deliver,    and    greet    of 

strengthe. 
And  he  had  been  somtyme  in  ohivaohye,  85 
In  Flaundres,  in  Artoys,  and  Pioardye, 
And  bom  him  wel,  as  of  so  litel  spaoe. 
In  hope  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace^ 
Embrouded  was  he,  as  it  were  a  mede 
Al  fal  of  fresshe  floures,  whyte  and  rede.  90 
Singinge  he  was,  or  floytinge,  al  the  day; 
He  was  as  fresh  as  is  the  month  of  May. 
Short  was  his  goune,  with  sieves  longe 

and  wyde. 
Wel  coude  he  sitte  on  hors,  and  faire  ryde. 
He  coude  songes  make  and  wel  endyte,  95 
Juste  and  eek  daunce,  and  wel  purtr^e 

and  wryte. 
So  hote  he  lovede,  that  by  nightertale 
He  sleep  namore  than  dooth  a  nightingale. 
Curteys  he  was,  lowly,  and  servisable, 
And  oaifbifom  his  fader  at  the  table.  100 


A  YmuLX  hadde  he,  and  servaunts  namo 
At  that  tyme,  for  him  liste  ryde  so; 
And  he  was  clad  in  cote  and  hood  of 

grrene ;  Ywimn. 

A    sheef   of   pecok<«rwe8   brighte    and 

kene- 
Under  his  belt  he  bar  ftd  thriftUy ;       105 
(Wel  coude  he  dreese  his  takel  yemanly : 
His  arwes  dronped  noght  with  fetheres 

lowe). 
And  in  his  hand  he  bar  a  mighty  bowe. 
A  not-heed  hadde  he,  with  a  broun  visage. 
Of  wode-craft  wel  coude  he  al  the  usage.  1 10 
Upon  his  arm  he  bar  a  gay  bracer, 
And  by  his  syde  a  swerd  and  a  bokeler, 
And  on  that  other  syde  a  gay  daggere, 
Hamoised  wel,  and  sharp  as  point  of 

spere; 
A  Cristofre  on  his  brest  of  silver  shena  1 15 
An  horn  he  bar,  the  bawdrik  was  of 

grene; 
A  forster  was  he,  soothly,  as  I  gesseu 

Ther  was  lUso  a  Konne,  a  Puiokjesbx, 
That  of  hir  smyling  was  ful  simple  and 

coy ;  Priorease. 

Hir  gretteste   00th  was   but    hy  sSynt 

Loy;  I  JO 

And  she  was  cleped  madame  Eglentyne. 
Ful  wel  she  song  the  service  divyne, 
Entuned  in  hir  nose  ful  semely ; 
And  Frensh  she  spak  ful  faire  and  fetisly. 
After  the  scole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowe,  125 
For  Frensh  of  Paris  was  to  hir  unknowe. 
At  mete  wel  y-taught  was  she  with-alle ; 
She  leet  no  morsel  from  hir  lippes  fkUe, 
Ne  wette  hir  fingres  in  hir  sauce  depe. 
Wel  coude  she  carle  a  morsel,  and  wel 

kepe,  ijo 

That  no  drope  ne  fille  up-on  hir  brest. 
In  curteisye  was  set  ful  muche  hir  lest. 
Hir  over  Hppe  wyped  she  so  dene, 
That  in  hir  coppe  was  no  ferthing  sane 
Of  grece,  whan  she  dronken  hadde  hir 

draughte.  155 

Ful  semely  after  hir  mete  she  raughte, 
And  sikerly  she  was  of  greet  disport, 
And  fol  plesaunt,  and  amiable  of  port. 
And  peyned  hir  to  countrefete  ohere 
Of  court,  and  been  estaUiah  of  m^ere,  140 
And  to  ben  holden  digni  of  veverenoe. 
But,  for  to  speken  of  hixiponsoisnoe, 
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She  -was  so  charitable  and  bo  pitoos, 
She  wolde  wepe,  if  that  she  sawe  a  moos 
Caught  in  a  tzappe,  if  it  -were  deed  or 

bledde.  145 

Of  smale  hoimdes  had  absy  that  she  fedde 
^With  roeted  flesh,  or  milk  and  wastel- 

breed. 
Bnt  sore  -weep  she  if  oon  of  hem  were 

deed, 
Or  if  men  smoot  it  with  a  yerde  smerte : 
And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  herte. 
Rnl  semely  hir  wimpel  pinched  was ;   151 
Hir  nose  tretys ;  hir  eyen  greye  as  gias ; 
TTJT  month  fol  smal,  and  ther-to  sofbe  and 

reed; 
Bat  sikerly  she  hadde  a  fair  forheed ; 
It  was  almost  a  spanne  brood,  I  trowe ;  155 
For,  hardily,  she  was  nat  nndergrowe. 
Fal  fetis  was  hir  eloke,  as  I  was  war. 
Of  smal  coral  abonte  hir  arm  she  bar 
A  peire  of  bedes,  gauded  al  with  grene ; 
And  ther-on  heng  a  broche  of  gold  fUL 

shene,  160 

On  which  ther  was  first  write  a  crowned  A, 
And  after.  Amor  vindt  omnia.        Nonne. 

Another  Nohbk  with  hir  hadde  she, 
That  was  hir  chapeleyne,  and  Pbxbstxs 

TRBKs.  8  Preestes. 

A  If  oiTK  ther  was,  a  fair  for  the  maistrye, 

An  ont-iydere,  that  lovede  venerye ;     166 

A  manly  man,  to  been  an  abbot  able. 

Fol  many  a  deyntee  hors  hadde  he  in 

stable :  Monk. 

And,  whan  he  rood,  men    mighte  his 

hrjrdelhere 
Ginglen  in  a  whistling  wind  as  dere,  170 
And  eek  as  loude  as  dooth  the  chapel- 

beUe 
Ther  as  this  lord  was  keper  of  the  oelle. 
The  renle  of  seint  Manre  or  of  seint 

Beneit, 
By-caose  that  it  was  old  and  som-del 

streit, 
This  ilke  monk  leet  olde  thinges  pace,  175 
And  held   after  the   newe  world   the 


He  yaf  nat  of  that  text  a  palled  hen, 
That  seith,  that  banters  been  nat  holy 

men ; 
Ke  that  a  monk,  whan  he  is  doisterlees, 
Is  lykned  til  a  fish  that  is  waterlees ;  180 


This  is  to  sejm,  a  monk  oat  of  his  cloistre. 
Bat  thilke  toKt  held  he  nat  worth  an 

oistre; 
And  I  seyde,  his  opinioon  was  good. 
What  sholde  he  stadie,  and  make  him- 

selven  wood, 
Uponabookindoistrealweytopoare,  185  , 
Or  swinken  with  his  handes,  and  laboore, 
As  Austin  bit  ?    How  shal  the  world  be 

served?  • 

Lot  Anstin  have  his  swink  to  him  reserved. 
Therfore  he  was  a  prioasoar  aright ; 
Grehoandes  he  hadde,  as  swifte  as  fowel 

in  flight ;  190 

Of  priking  and  of  banting  for  the  hare 
Was  al  his  Inst,  for  no  oast  wolde  he 

spare. 
I  seigh  his  sieves  parfiled  at  the  bond 
With  giys,  and  that  the  fyneste  of  a  lend ; 
And,  for  to  festne  his  hood  under  his 

chin,  195 

He  hadde  of  gold  y-wroght  a  oarioas  pin : 
A  love-knotte  in  the  gretter  ende  ther  was. 
His  heed  was  balled,  that  shoon  as  any 

And  eek  his  face,  as  he  had  been  anoint. 
He  wasalord  ftil  fat  and  in  good  point ;  aoo 
His  eyen  stepe,  and  rollinge  in  his  heed. 
That  stemed  as  a  fomeys  of  a  leed  ; 
His  botes  sonple,  his  hors  in  greet  estat. 
Now  certeinly  he  was  a  fair  prelat ; 
He  was  nat  pale  as  a  for-pyned  goost  205 
A  fat  swan  loved  he  best  of  any  roost. 
His  palfrey  was  as  broon  as  is  a  berye. 
A  Fbxrb  ther  was,  a  wantown  and  a 

TOftryft^  Frere. 

A  limitonr,  a  taJL  solempne  man.  209 

In  alio  the  ordres  foare  is  noon  that  can 
So  mache  of  daliaonce  and  fair  langage. 
He  hadde  maad  fol  many  a  mariage 
Of  yonge  wommen,  at  his  owno  cost. 
Un-to  his  ordre  he  was  a  noble  post. 
Fal  wel  bUoved  and  famulier  was  he    215 
With  frankeleyns  over-al  in  his  oontree. 
And  eek  with  worthy  wommen  of  the 

toan: 
For  he  had  power  of  confessioan, 
As  seyde  him-self,  more  than  a  carat, 
For  of  his  ordre  he  was  licentiat.  aao 

Fol  swetely  herde  he  confessioan, 
And  plesaont  was  his  abeolaoioon ; 
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He  was  an  e«y  man  to  yeve  penannoe 
Ther  as  he  wiste  to  han  a  good  pitannee ; 
For  unto  a  povre  ordre  for  to  yive        235 
Is  sig:ne  that  a  man  is  wel  y-shriva 
For  if  he  yaf,  he  dorste  make  avannt, 
He  wiste  that  a  man  was  repentannt. 
For  many  a  man  so  hard  is  of  his  herte. 
He  may  nat  wepe   aJ-thogh   him   sore 

smerte.  230 

Therfore,  in  stede  of  weping  and  prsyeres, 
Men  moot  yeve  silver  to  the  povre  frexes. 
His  tipet  was  ay  fiursed  fhl  of  knyves 
And  pinnes,  for  to  yeven  faire  wyvea 
And  certeinly  he  hadde  a  mery  note ;  335 
Wel  coade  he  singe  and  pleyen  on  a  rote. 
Of  yeddinges  he  har  utterly  the  piys. 
His  nekke  whyt  was  as  the  flour-de-lys ; 
Ther-to  he  strong  was  as  a  champioxm. 
He  knew  the  tavemes  wel  in  every  toun, 
And  everich  hoetUer  and  tappestere    241 
Bet  than  a  htfar  or  a  beggestere ; 
For  un-to  swich  a  worthy  man  as  he 
Acorded  nat,  as  by  his  £ftcultee,  244 

To  have  with  seke  lazars  aqueyntaunoe. 
It  is  nat  honest,  it  may  nat  avaunce 
For  to  delen  with  no  swioh  poraille, 
Bat  al  with  riche  and  sellers  of  vitaille. 
And  over-al,  ther  as  profit  sholde  aryse, 
Gorteys  he  was,  and  lowly  of  servyse.  250 
Ther  nas  no  man  no-wher  so  vertuous. 
He  was  the  beste  beggere  in  his  hous ; 
fAnd    yaf    a   certoyn    ferme    for   the 

grannt ;  252  b 

f  Noon  of  his  bretheren  cam  ther  in  his 

haunt ;  252  c 

For  thogh  a  widwe  hadde  noght  a  sho, 
So  plesaunt  was  his  *  In  pHncipio,* 
Yet  wolde  he  have  a  ferthing,  er   he 

wente.  255 

His  purchas  was  wel  bettre  than  his  rente. 
And  rage  he  ooude,  as  it  were  right  a 

whelpe. 
In    love-dayes    ther   ooude    he   muohel 

helpe.  '  (260) 

For  there  he  was  nat  lyk  a  cloisterer. 
With  a  thredbar    cope,  as    is  a  povre 

scoler,  260 

But  he  was  lyk  a  maister  or  a  pope. 
Of  double  worsted  was  his  semi-cope, 
That  rounded  as  a  belle  out  of  the  presse. 
Somwhat  he  lipsed,  for  his  wantownesse, 


To  make  his  Knglish  swete  up-oin  his 

tonge;  265 

And  in  his  harping,  whan  that  he  had 

songe, 
His  eyen  twinkled  in  his  heed  aright, 
As    doon    the    stexres    in    the    froBty 

night.  (270) 

This  worthy  limitour  was  deped  Haberd. 

A  Mabchakt  was  ther  with  a  forked 

herd,  Marcliaat. 

In  mottelee,  and  hye  on  horse  he  sat,  271 
Up-on  his  heed  a  Fiaundrish  bever  hat ; 
His  botes  clasped  faire  and  fetisly. 
His  resons  he  spak  ful  solempnely,       274 
Souninge  aJway  th'encrees  of  his  winning. 
He  wolde  the  see  were  kept  for  any  thing 
Bitwixe  Iftiddelburgh  and  Orewelle. 
Wel   ooude   he   in   esohannge  sheeldos 

selle.  (280) 

This  worthy  man  ftil  wel  his  wit  bisette ; 
Ther  wiste  no  wight  that  he  was  in  dette, 
So  estatly  was  he  of  his  govemaunoe,  281 
With  his  bargaynes,  and  with  his  chevi- 

saunce. 
For  Bothe  he  was  a  worthy  man  with-alle, 
But  sooth  to  seyn,  I  noot  how  men  him 

calle.  Clerk. 

A  Clskk  ther  was  of  Oxenford  also, 
That  un-to  logik  hadde  longe  y-ga       286 
As  lene  was  his  hors  as  is  a  rake, 
And  he  nas  nat  right  fat,  I  undertake ;  (290) 
But  loked  holwe,  and  ther-to  soberly. 
Ful  thredbar  was  his  overest  conrtepy ;  290 
For  he  had  geten  him  yet  no  benefyoe, 
Ne  was  so  worldly  for  to  have  offyoe. 
For  him  was  lever  have  at  his  beddes 

heed 
Twenty  bokes,  clad  in  blak  or  reed, 
Of  Aristotle  and  his  philosophye,  295 

Than  robes  riohe,  or  fithele,  or  gay  sautrya 
But  al  be  that  he  was  a  philosophre, 
Yet  hadde  he  but  litel  gold  in  cofre ;  (300) 
But  al  that  he  mighte  of  his  freendes 

hente. 
On  bokes  and  on  leminge  he  it  spente,  300 
And  bisily  gan  for  the  soules  preye 
Of  hem  that  yaf  him  wher-with  to  scoleye. 
Of  Btudie  took  he  most  cure  and  most 

hede. 
Noght  o  word  spak  he  more  than  was 

nede, 
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And  that  was  seyd  in  foxxne  and  xeverw 

once,  305 

And    short   and  qnik,  and    taX    of  hy 

sentence. 
Soianinge  in  moral  verta  was  his  speche, 
Axid  gladly  wolde  he  leme,  and  gladly 
teehe.  HanofLawe.  (310) 

A  SxRoaAirr  of  tiob  Laws,  war  and  wys, 
That  often  hadde  been  at  the  -panrySy  310 
Tlier  was  also,  fnl  riche  of  exoellenoe. 
HHscreet  he  was,  and  of  greet  rererence : 
Me  semed  swioh,  his  wordes  weren  so 

wyae. 
.Ttxstyoe  he  was  Ail  often  in  asc^yse,       314 
3y  patente,  and  hy  pleyn  oommissionn ; 
Kor  hii  soienoe,   and  for  his  heigh  re- 
noun 
Of  fees  and  robes  hadde  he  many  oon. 
So    greet    a    pnrchasonr   was    no-wher 
noon.  (320) 

Al  was  fee  simple  to  him  in  effect, 
His  purchasing  mighte  nat  been  infect.  320 
Ko-wher  go  bisy  a  man  as  he  ther  nas, 
And  yet  he  semed  bisier  than  he  was. 
In  termes  hadde  he  caas  and  domes  alio, 
That  from  the  tyme  of  king  William  were 

falls. 
Therto  he  conde   endyte,  and  make  a 
thing,  325 

Ther  conde    no    wight    pinche   at    his 

wryting; 
And  every  statnt  coude  he  pleyn  by  rote. 
He  rood  bat  hoomly  in  a  medlee  cote  (330) 
Oirt  with  a  ceint  of  silk,  with  barres 


Of  his  arr^y  telle  I  no  longer  tale.        330 

A  FaASKSUETv  was  in  his  companye ; 
Whyt  was  his  herd,  as  is  the  daye^e. 
Of  his  complezioan  he  was  sangwyn. 
Wei  loved  he  by  the  morwe  a  sop  in 
wyn,  Frankeleyn. 

To  liven  in  delyt  was  ever  his  wone,    335 
For  he  was  Epicnms  owne  sone, 
That  heeld  opinionn,  that  pleyn  delyt 
Was  verraUy  felicitee  parfyt.  (340) 

An  hoixsholdere,  and  that  a  greet,  was  he ; 
Seint  Julian  he  was  in  his  contree.  340 
His  breed,  his  ale,  was  alwey  after  oon ; 
A  bettre  envyned  man  was  no-wher  noon. 
With-<mte  bake  mete  was  never  his  hous, 
Of  fish  and  flesh,  and  that  so  plentevous, 


It    snowed    in  his    hous    of  mete    and 

drinke,  345 

Of  alle  deyntees  that  men  coude  thinke.' 
After  the  sondiy  sesons  of  the  yeer,  (349) 
So  chaunged  he  his  mete  and  his  soper. 
Ful  many  a  fat  partrfch  hadde  he  in 

mewe. 
And  many  a  breem  and  many  a  luce  in 

stewe.  350 

Wo  was  his  cook,  but-if  his  sauce  were 
Poynaunt  and  sharp,  and  redy  al  his  gere. 
His  table  dormant  in  his  halle  alway 
Stood  redy  covered  al  the  longe  day. 
At  sessiouns  ther  was  he  lord  and  sire ;  355 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he  was  knight  of  the  shire. 
An  aulas  and  a  gipser  al  of  silk  (359) 

Heng  at  his  girdel,  whyt  as  mome  milk. 
A  shizreve  hadde  he  been,  and  a  countour ; 
Was  no-wher  such  a  worthy  vavasour.  360 
An  Habebdasshsr  and  a  Cabpbiitxr, 

Haberdasaher.    Carpenter. 
A  Wbbbb,  a  Drxsx,  and  a  Tapicsr, 

Webbe.   Dyere.    Tapicer. 
Were  with  us  eek,  clothed  in  o  liveree, 
Of  a  solempne  and  greet  firatemitee.    364 
Ful  fresh  and  newe  hir  gere  apyked  was ; 
Hir  knyves  were  y-chaped  noght  with 

bras. 
But  al  with  silver,  wroght  fal  dene  and 

weel,  (369) 

Hir  girdles  and  hir  pouches  eveiy-deel. 
Wei  semed  ech  of  hem  a  fair  burgeys, 
To  sitten  in  a  yeldhalle  on  a  deys.        370 
Everich,  for  the  wisdom  that  he  can, 
Was  shaply  for  to  been  an  alderman. 
For  catel  hadde  they  y-nogh  and  rente, 
And  eek  hir  wyves  wolde  it  wel  assente ; 
And  elles  certein  were  they  to  blame.  375  • 
It  is  fdl  fair  to  been  y-clept '  ma  dame,* 
And  goon  to  vigilySs  al  bifore. 
And  have  a  mantel  royalliche  y-bore.  (380) 
A  Cook  they  hadde  with  hem  for  the 

nones,  Cook. 

To  boille  the  chiknes  with  the  mary- 

bones,  380 

And  poudre-marchant  tart,  and  galingala 
Wel    coude    he    knowe    a    draughte    of 

London  ale. 
He  coude  roste,-  and  sethe,  and  broille, 

and  frye, 
Maken  mortreuz,  and  wel  bake  a  pye. 
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Bat  greet  hfurm  was  it,  as  it  thooghte 
me,  38s 

That  on  his  shine  a  xnarmal  hadde  he ; 
For  blankmanger,  that  made  he  with  the 
beste.  (389) 

A  Shipxah  was  ther,  woning  fer  l^ 
"weste :  Shipman. 

For  anght  I  woot,  he  was  of  Dertemonthe. 
He  rood  np-on  a  rooncy,  as  he  coathe,  390 
In  a  gowne  of  falding  to  the  knee. 
A  daggere  hanging  on  a  laas  hadde  he 
Aboute  his  nekke  nnder  his  arm  adoon. 
The  hote  somer  had  maad  his  hewe  al 

bronn ; 
And,  oerteinly,  he  was  a  good  felawa  ^95 
Fol  many  a  dranghte  of  wyn  had  he 

y-drawe 
From  Bnrdenz-ward,  whyl  that  the  chap- 
man sleep. 
Of  nyce  conscience  took  he  no  keep.  (400) 
If  that  he  fanght,  and  hadde  the  hyer 

hond, 
By  water  he  sente  hem  hoom  to  every 
lond.  400 

But  of  his  craft  to  rekene  wel  his  tydes, 
His  stremes  and  his  danngers  him  bisydes, 
His  herberwe  and  his  mone^  his  lode- 
menage, 
Ther  nas    noon    swich    from  Hulle  to 

Cartage. 
Hardy  he  was,  and  wys  to  undertake ;  405 
With  many  a  tempest  hadde  his  herd 

been  shake. 
He  knew  wel  alle  the  havenes,  as  they 
were,  (409) 

From  Qootlond  to  the  cape  of  Finistere, 
And    every  oryke   in  Briti^yne  and  in 
Spayne ;  409 

His  barge  y-cleped  was  the  Mandelayne. 
With  ns  ther  was  a  Doctotts  of  Phistk, 
In  al  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon  him 
lyk  Doctonr. 

To  speke  of  phisik  and  of  snrgeiye ; 
For  he  was  grounded  in  astronomye. 
He  kepte  his  pacient  a  fUl  greet  del      415 
In  honres,  by  his  magik  natnreL 
Wel  oonde  he  fortnnen  the  ascendent 
Of  his  images  for  his  pacient.  (430) 

He  knew  the  caose  of  everioh  maladye. 
Were  it  of  hoot  or  cold,  or  moiste,  or 
diye,  4ao 


And   where   engendred,    and    of  what 

humour ; 
He  was  a  verrey  parflt  practisour. 
The  cause  y-knowe,  and  of  his  harm  the 

rote. 
Anon  he  yaf  the  seke  man  his  bote. 
Fol  redy  hadde  he  his  apothecaries,     435 
To  sonde  him  drogges  and  his  letnaries, 
For    ech  of  hem   made   other  for    to 

wixine; 
Hir  frendschipe  nas  nat  newe  to  higinneu 
Wel  knew  he  th'olde  Esoulapius;,       (431 ) 
And  Deisoorides,  and  eek  Bofus,  430 

Old  Tpocxas,  HaJy,  and  GaJien ; 
Serapion,  Bads,  and  Avioen ; 
Averrois,  Damascien,  and  Constan^sm ; 
Bernard,  and  Gatesden,  and  Gilbertyn. 
Of  his  diete  mesurable  was  he,  435 

For  it  was  of  no  superfluitee, 
But  of  greet  norissing  and  digestihie. 
His  studie  was  but  litel  on  the  bible.  (440) 
In  sangwin  and  in  pers  he  dad  was  al, 
Lyned  with  taffata  and  with  sendal ;  440 
And  yet  he  was  but  esy  of  dispence ; 
He  kepte  that  he  wan  in  pestilence. 
For  gold  in  phisik  is  a  cordial, 
Therfore  ho  lovede  gold  in  speciaL       444 
A  good  Wyf  was  ther  of  bi^3^e  Bathx, 
But  she  was  som-del  deef,  and  that  was 

scathe.  Wyf  of  Bathe. 

Of  clooth-making  she  hadde  swicho  an 

haunt,  (459) 

She  passed  hem  of  Tpres  and  of  Oaunt. 
In  al  the    parisshe  wyf  ne    was   ther 

noon 
That    to   th>  offiing  bifore   hir   sholde 

goon;  450 

And  if  ther  dide,  oerteyn,  so  wrootb  was 

she. 
That  she  was  out  of  alle  charitee. 
Hir  coverchiefs  ful  fyne  were  of  ground ; 
I  dorste  swere  they  weyeden  ten  pound 
That  on  a  Sonday  were  upon  hir  heed.  455 
Hir  hosen  weren  of  fyn  scarlet  reed, 
Ful  streite  y-teyd,  and  shoos  ful  moiste 

and  newe. 
Bold  was  hir  face,  and  fair,  and  reed  of 

hewe.  (460) 

8he  was  a  worthy  womman  al  hir  lyre, 
Honsbondes  at  ohirche-dora  she  hadde 

fyve,  460 
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'Withonten  other  oompanye  in  yonthe  ; 
Sat  therof  nedeth  nat  to  spoke  as  nonthe. 
And  tbryes  hadde  she  been  at  Jerusalem  ; 
She    hadde    passed    many  a    strannge 
Btreem;  464 

At  Rome  she  hadde  been,  and  at  Boloigne, 
In  Qalice  at  selnt  Jame,  and  at  Coloigne. 
She  conde  mnche  of  wandring  by  the 

weye : 
Qat-totiied  -was  she,  soothly  for  to  seye. 
UlM>n  an  amblere  esily  she  sat,  (471) 

'Y-wimpled  -wel,  and  on  hir  heed  an  hat 
Ab  brood  as  is  a  bokeler  or  a  targe ;      471 
A  foot-mantel  aboate  hir  hipes  large, 
And  on  hir  feet  a  pairs  of  spores  sharps. 
In  felawsohip  wel  ooade  she  langhe  and 

caipe. 
Of    remedyes    of   love   she   knew   per^ 
channce,  475 

For  she  ooude  of  that  art  the  olde  dannoe. 
Persoim. 
A  good  man  -was  ther  of  religionn, 
And  was  a  povre  Pkbsouh  of  a  tonn ;  (480) 
But  riche  he  was  of  holy  thoght  and  werk. 
He  -was  also  a  lemed  man,  a  olerk,       480 
ThaA  Cristes  gospel  trewely  wolde  pieche ; 
His  parisshens  devootly  wolde  he  teche. 
Benigne  he  was,  and  -wonder  diligent, 
And  in  adversitee  fnl  pacient ; 
And  swich  he  was  y-preved  ofte  ^ythes. 
Fnl  looth  -were  him  to  cnrsen  for  his 
tythes,  486 

Bat  rather  -wolde  he  yeven,  ont  of  donte, 
Un-to  his  povre  parisshens  aboate     (490) 
Of  his  ofixing,  and  eek  of  his  sabstaonce. 
He  ooade  in  litel  thing  ban  soffisaance. 
Wyd  was  his  parisshe,  and  booses  for 
arsonder,  491 

But  he  ne  lafte  not,  for  Yeyn  ne  thonder, 
In  siknes  nor  in  meechief,  to  -visiyte 
The  ferreete  in  his  parisshe,  mache  and 

lyte, 

Up-on  his  feet)  and  in  his  hand  a  staf.  495 
This  noble  ensample  to  his  sheep  he  3raf, 
That  first  he  wroghte,  and  afterward  he 

taoghte; 
Oat  of  the  gospel  he  tho  wordes  caoghte ; 
And  this  figaxe  he  added  eek  ther-to,  (501) 
That  if  gold  raste,  what  shal  iren  do  ?  500 
For  if  a  preset  be  fool,  on  whom  -we  troste, 
Xo  wonder  is  a  lowed  man  to  roste ; 

P 


And  shame  it  is,  if  a  inreest  take  keep, 
A  shiten  shepberde  and  a  dene  sheep. 
Wei  oghte  a  preest  ensample  for  to  yive, 
By  his   clennesse,  how  that  his  sheep 

shold  live.  506 

He  sette  nat  bis  benefice  to  hyre, 
And  leet  his  sheep  enoombred   in  the 

myre,  (510) 

And  ran  to  London,  an-to  sQynt  Ponies, 
To  seken  him  a  channt^rie  for  sooles,  510 
Or  with  a  bretherhed  to  been  -witbholde ; 
Bat  dwelte  at  boom,  and  kepte  wel  bis 

folde, 
So  that  the  wolf  ne  made  it  nat  miscarie ; 
He  -was  a  shepberde  and  no  mercenarie. 
And  thongh  he  holy  were,  and  vertnoas,    • 
He  was  to  sinfol  man  nat  despitoas,     516 
Ne  of  his  speche  daongeroos  ne  digne, 
Bat  in  his  teching  discreet  and  benigne. 
To  drawen  folk  to  beven  by  faimesse  (521) 
By  good  ensample,  -was  bis  bisinesse  :  520 
Bat  it  were  any  persone  obstinat, 
What-so  he  were,  of  heigh  or  lowe  estat. 
Him  wolde  he  snibben  sharply  for  the 

nones. 
A  bettre  preest,  I  trowe  that    nowher 

noon  is. 
He  -wajrted  after  no  i>ompe  and  reverence, 
Ne  maked  him  a  spyced  conscience,     536 
But  Cristes  lore,  and  his  apostles  twelve, 
He  taoghte,  and  first  he  folwed  it  bim- 

selve.  (530) 

With  him  ther  was  a  Pi:x>wif  as,  -was  bis 

brother,  Plowman. 

That  hadde  y-lad  of  dong  fol  many  a 

fother,  530 

« A  trewe  swinker  and  a  good  was  he, 
Livings  in  pees  and  parfit  charitee. 
Qod  loved  he  best  -with  al  his  hole  berte 
At   alle  tymes,  thogh   him    gamed    or 

smerte, 
And  thanne  bis  neigheboor  right  as  him- 

selve.  535 

He  wolde  thresshe,  and  tber-to  dyke  and 

delve. 
For  Cristes  sake,  for  every  povre  wight, 
Withonten  bjrre,  if  it  lay  in  his  might. 
His  tythes  payed  he  f\il  fsire  and  wel,  (541} 
Bothe  of  his  propre  swink  and  his  catel. 
In  a  tabard  he  rood  upon  a  mere.  541 

Ther  was  also  a  Reve  and  a  Millere, 
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A  Somnoor  and  a  Pardoner  also, 

A  MannciplOf  and  myHself ;    ther  were 

namo. 
The  llwixn  -was  a  stoat  carl,  for  the 

nones,  BQller. 

Fol  big  he  was  of  brann,  and  eek  of 

bones ;  546 

That  proved  wel,  for  over-al  ther  he  cam, 
At  wrastling  he  wolde  have  alwey  the 

ram.  (550) 

Ho  was  short-sholdred,  brood,  a  thikke 

knarre, 
Ther  nas  no  dore  that  he  nolde  heye  of 

harre,  550 

Or  breke  it,  at  a  renning,  with  his  heed. 
)  His  herd  as  any  sowe  or  fox  was  reed, 
And  ther-to  brood,  as  thon^  it  were 

a  spade. 
Up-on  the  cop  right  of  his  nose  he  hade 
A  werte,  and  ther-on  stood  a  tnft  of  heres, 
Heed  as  the  bristles  of  a  sowes  eres ;     556 
His  nose^thirles  blake  were  and  wyde. 
A  swerd  and  bokeler  bax  he  by  his  syde ; 
His  month  as  greet  was  as  a  greet  forneys. 
He  was  a  janglere  and  a  goliardeys,     560 
And  that  was  most  4>f  fiinne  and  haiv 

lotryes.  (563) 

Wel  conde  he  stelen  com,  and  toUen 

thxyes; 
And  yet  he  hadde  a  thombe  of  gold, 

pardee. 
A  whyt  cote  and  a  blew  hood  wered  he. 
A  baggepype  wel  ooude  he  blowe  and 

sowne,  565 

And  ther-with-cd  he  broghte  ns  out  of 

towne.  Maunciple. 

A  gentil  M  auvczplx  was  ther  of  a  temple, 

Of  which  achatoors  mighte  take  ezemple 

For  to  be  wyse  in  hying  of  vitaille       (571) 

For  whether  that  he  payde,  or  took  by 

taille,  570 

Algate  he  wayted  so  in  his  achat, 
That  he  was  ay  bifom  and  in  good  stat. 
Now  is  nat  that  of  God  a  ful  fair  grace, 
That  swich  a  lewed  mannes  wit  shal  pace 
The  wisdom  of  an  heep  of  lemed  men?  575 
Of  maistres  hadde  he  mo  than  thxyes 

ten, 
Tliat  were  of  lawe  expert  and  oorions ; 
Of  which   ther  were  a  doseyn  in  that 

hoos 


Worthy  to  been  stiwardes  of  rente  and 

lond  (581) 

Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Engelond,  580 

To  make  him  lire  by  his  propre  good. 
In  honour  dettelees,  bat  he  were  wood, 
Or  lire  as  scarsly  as  him  list  desire ; 
And  able  for  to  helpen  al  a  shire 
In  any  cas  that  mighte  falle  or  happe ;  585 
And  yit  this  mannoiple  sette  hir  aJler 

cappe.  Reve. 

The  Bxvx  was  a  solendre  oolerik  man. 
His  herd  was  shave  as  ny  as  ever  he 

can.  (590) 

His  heer  was  by  his  eras  ronnd  y-ahom. 
His  top  was  dokked  lyk  a  preest  bifom. 
Fol  lon^  were  his  legges,  and  fal  lene, 
Y-lyk  a  staf,  ther  was  no  calf  y-sene. 
Wel  coade  he  kepe  a  gemer  and  a  binne; 
Ther  was  noon  auditonr  conde  on  him 

winne. 
Wel  wiste  he,  by  the  droghte,  and  by  the 

reyn,  595 

The    yelding   of  his   seed,  and    of  his 

greyn. 
His  lordes  sheep,  his  neet,  his  dayeiye, 
His  Bwyn,  his  hors,  his  stoor,  and  his 

pnltrye,  (600) 

Was  hooUy  in  this  reves  governing,     599 
And  by  his  covenannt  yaf  the  rek«Ding, 
Sin  that  his  lord  was  twenty  yeer  of  age  ; 
Ther    ooude    no    man    biinge    him    in 

arrerage. 
Ther  nas  baillif,  ne  herde,  ne  other  hyne, 
That  he  ne  knew  his  sleigbto  and  his 

oovyne;  604. 

They  were  adrad  of  him,  as  of  the  deeth. 
His  woning  was  fal  fair  np-on  an  heeth. 
With  grene  treOs  shadwed  was  his  place. 
He  oonde  bettre  than  his  lord  purchaoe. 
Fol  riche  he  was  astored  prively,        (61 1) 
His  lord  wel  ooade  he  plesen  sabtilly,  6to 
To  yeve  and  lene  him  of  his  owne  good. 
And  have  a  thank,  and  yet  a  oote  and 

hood. 
In  yonthe  he  lemed  hadde  a  good  mister; 
He  was  a  wel  good  wrighte,  a  carpenter. 
This  reve  sat  np-on  a  ful  good  stot,       615 
niat  was  al  pomely  grey,  and  highte 

Soot. 
A  long  surcote  of  pers  up-on  he  hade, 
Andby  hisayde  he  bararosty  blade.  (&») 
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Of  NorthfoUc  was  this  reye,  of  which  I 

telle,  6x9 

Bufyde  a  toon  men  depen  Baldeswelle. 
Takked  he  was,  as  is  a  ireref  abcmte, 
And  ever  he  rood  the  hindzeste  of  our 

route. 
A  SoMHocH  was  ther  with  us  in  that 

place,  Somnour. 

That  hadde  a  fyr-reed  chembixmes  fiice. 
For  sawcefleem  he  was,  with  eyen  narwe. 
As  hoot   he  was,  and   lecherous,  as   a 

sparwe;  626 

With  scalledbrowes  blake,  and  piled  herd ; 
Of  his  visage  children  were  aferd.  (630) 
Ther  nas  quik-silver,  litarge,  ne  farinx- 

stoon, 
Boras,  cemce,  ne  oille  of  tartre  noon,  630 
Ne   ojmement    that   wcdde    dense    and 

bsrte, 
That  him  mighte  helpen  of  his  whelkes 

whyte. 
Nor  of  the  knobbes  sittings  on  his  chekes. 
Wei  loved  he  garleek,  oynons,  and  eek 

lekes. 
And  for  to  drinken  strong  wjm,  reed  as 

blood.  635 

Than  wolde  he  speke,  and  crye  as  he 

were  wood. 
And  whan  that  he  wel  dronken  hadde  the 

^»yn,  (639) 

Than  wolde  he  speke  no  word  but  lAtyn. 
A  fewe  termes  hadde  he,  two  or  three, 
That  he  had  lemed  out  of  som  decree ;  640 
No  wonder  is,  he  herde  it  al  the  day ; 
And  eek  ye  knowen  wel,  how  that  a  jay 
Can  depen  *  Watte,'  as  weU  as  can  the 

pope. 
But  who-so  coude  in  other  thing  him 

grope,  644 

Thanne  hadde  he  spent  fiX  his  philosophye ; 
Ay  *  Quested  quid  iurie '  wolde  he  oiy& 
Hb  was  a  gentil  harlot  and  a  kinde ;  (649) 
A  bettre  felawe  shdde  men  noght  flnda 
He  wolde  suffix,  for  a  quart  of  wyx^ 
A  good  felawe  to  have  his  concubyn     650 
A  twelf-month,  and  excuse  him  atte  fulle : 
Ful  prively  a  finch  eek  coude  he  pulle. 
And  if  he  fond  o-wher  a  good  felawe, 
He  wolde  techen  him  to  have  non  awe. 
In  swich  cas,  of  the  erohedeknes  curs,  655 
But-if  a  mannes  sonle  were  in  his  puis ; 

P 


For  in  his  purs  he  sholde  y-punisshed  be. 
'Purs  is  the  erchedeknes  helle,'  seyde 

he.  (660) 

But  wd  I  woot  he  lyed  right  in  dede ; 
Of   cursing  pghte    ech  gilty  man    him 

drede —  660 

For  curs  wol  slee,  right   as   assoilling 

saveth— 
And  also  war  him  of  a  8ign^/lcavU, 
In  daunger  hadde  he  at  his  owne  gyse 
The  yonge  girles  of  the  diocyse. 
And  knew  hir  counseil,  and  was  al  Mr 

reed.  665 

A  gerland  hadde  he  set  up-on  his  heed, 
As  greet  as  it  were  for  an  ale-stake ; 
A  bokder  hadde  he  maad  him  of  a  cake. 
With  him  ther  rood  a  gentil  Pakdokkh 
Of  Boundval,  his  freend  and  his  compeer, 
That  streight  was  comen  fro  the  court  of 

Borne.  Pardoner. 

Ful  loude  he  song,  '  Com  hider,  love,  to 

me.*  (670)  673 

This  somnour  bar  to  him  a  stif  burdoun. 
Was  never  trompe  of  half  so  greet  a  soun. 
This  pardoner  hadde  heer  as  yelow  as 

wex,  675 

But  smothe  it  heng,  as  dooth  a  strike  of 

flex; 
By  ounces  henge  his  lokkes  that  he  hadde, 
And  ther-with    he    his   shuldres   over- 

spradde ;  (680) 

But  thinne  it  lay,  by  colpons  oon  and 

con; 
But  hood,  for  jolitee,  ne  wered  he  noon, 
For  it  was  trussed  up  in  his  walet.       681 
Him  thoughte,  he  rood  al  of  the  newe  jet ; 
Dischevele,  save  his  cappe,  he  rood  al 

bare. 
Swiohe  glaringe  es^en  hadde  he  as  an 

hare. 
A  vemide  hadde  he  sowed  on  his  cappe. 
His  walet  lay  bifom  him  in  liis  lappe,  686 
Bret-ftd  of  pardoun  come  from  Bome  al 

hoot.  (689) 

A  voys  he  hadde  as  smal  as  hath  a  goot. 
No  herd  hadde  he,  ne  never  sholde  have. 
As  smothe  it  was  as  it  were  late  y-shave ; 
I  trowe  he  were  a  gdding  or  a  mare.   691 
But  of  his  craft,  fro  Berwik  into  Ware, 
Ne  was  ther  swich  afeiother  pardoner. 
For  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pilwe-beer, 
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Which    that,  he    seyde,   was  oxa   lady 

veyl :  695 

He  seyde,  he  hadde  a  gobet  of  the  seyl 
That  s€ynt  Peter  hadde,  -whan  that  he 

wente  (699) 

Up-on  the  see,  til  Jesu  Crist  him  hente. 
He  hadde  a  croys  of  latoun,  ftil  of  stones, 
And  in  a  glas  he  hadde  pigges  bones.  700 
But  with  thise  relikes,  whan   that   he 

fond 
A  povre  person  dwelling  up-on  lond, 
Up-on  a  day  he  gat  him  more  moneye 
Than  that  the  person  gat  in  monthes 

tweye. 
And  thus,  with  feyned  flaterye  and  japes, 
He  made  the  person  and  the  peple  his 

apes.  706 

But  trewely  to  tellen,  atte  laste,         (709) 
He  was  in  chirche  a  noble  ecdesiaste. 
Wei  ooude  he  rede  a  leasoun  or  a  storie, 
But  alderbest  he  song  an  offertorie  ;     710 
For  wel  he  wiste,  whan  that  song  was 

songe. 
He  moste   pieche,  and  wel   affile   his 

tonge, 
To  winne  silver,  as  he  ful  wel  coude ; 
Therefore  he  song  so  meriely  and  loude. 

Now  have  I  told  you  shortly,  in  a  clause, 
Th'estat,  th^array,  the  nombre,  and  eek  the 

cause  716 

Why  that  assembled  was  this  companye 
In  Southwerk,  at  this  gentil  hostelrye. 
That  highte  the    Tabard,  faste  by  the 

Belle.  (721) 

But  now  is  tyme  to  yow  for  to  telle      jao 
How  that  we  baren  us  that  ilke  night, 
Whan  we  were  in  that  hostelrye  alight. 
And  aHer  wol  I  telle  of  our  viage, 
.  And  al  the  remenaunt  of  our  pilgrimage. 
But  first  I  pray  ybw,  of  your  curteisye,  725 
That  ye  n'arette  it  nat  my  vileinye, 
Thogh   that    I    pleynly   speke    in    this 

matere,  (729) 

To  telle  yow  hir  wordes  and  hir  chore  ; 
Ke  thogh  I  speke  hir  wordes  properly. 
For  this  ye  knowen  al-so  wol  as  I,         730 
Who-so  shal  telle  a  tale  after  a  man. 
He  moot  reherce,  as  ny  as  ever  he  can, 
Everich  a  word,  if  it  be  in  his  charge, 
Al   speke   he   never    so   mdeliche  and 

large; 


Or  elles  he  moot  telle  his  tale  untrewe,  7^5 
Or  feyne  thing,  or  finde  wordes  newe. 
He  may  nat  spare,  al-thogh  he  were  his 

brother ;  {739) 

He  moot  as  wel  seye  o  word  as  another. 
Crist  spak    him-self  ful   brode  in   holy 

writ, 
And  wel  ye  woot,  no  vileinye  is  it.       740 
Eek  Plato  seith,  who-so  that  can  him 

rede, 
The  wordes  mote  be  oosin  to  the  dede. 
Also  I  prey  yow  to  foryeve  it  me, 
Al  have  I  nat  set  folk  in  hir  degree 
Here  in  this  tale,  as  that  they  sholde 

stonde ;  7AS 

My  wit  is  short,  ye  may  wel  understonde. 
Greet  ohere  made  our  hoste  us  everichon. 
And  to  the  soper  sette  us  anon ;  (750) 

And  served  us  with  vitaille  at  the  besta. 
Strong  was  the  wyn,  and  wel  to  drinke 

usleste.  750 

A  semely  man  our  hoste  was  with-alle 
For  to  han  been  a  marshal  in  an  halle; 
A  laige  man  he  was  with  eyen  stepe, 
A  fairer  burgeys  is  ther  noon  in  Ch^pe : 
Bold  of  his  speche,  and  wys,  and  wel 

y-taught,  755 

And  of  manhod  him  lakkede  right  naught. 
Eek  therto  he  was  right  a  meiy  man. 
And  after  soper  pleyen  he  bigan,        (760) 
And    spak  of  mirthe    amonges    othere 

thinges. 
Whan  that  we  hadde  maad  our  reken* 

inges;  7^ 

And  seyde  thus : '  Now,  lordinges,  trewely, 
Ye  been  to  me  right  welcome  hertely : 
For  by  my  trouthe,  if  that  I  shal  nat 

lye, 
I  ne  saugh  this  yeer  so  mery  a  companye 
At  ones  in  this  hofberwe  as  is  now.      765 
Fayn  wolde  I  doon  yow  mirthe,  wisto 

I  how. 
And  of  a  mirthe  I  am  right  now  bithoght, 
To    doon   yow    ose,  and   it   shal    coste 

noght.  (77») 

Ye  goon  to  Oaunterbury;    God  yow 

spede. 
The    blisf^l    martir    quyte    yow    your 

mede.  770 

And  wel  I  woot,  as  ye  goon  by  the  wcye, 
Ye  shapen  yow  to  taUn  and  to  pleye ; 
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For  trewely,  oonfort  ne  mirthe  is  noon 
To  lyde  by  the  weye  donmb  as  a  stcon ; 
And  therfore  wol  I  maken  yow  disport, 
As  I  seyde  ent,  and  doon  yow  som  oon- 
fort 776 
And  if  yow  lyketh  alle,  by  oon  assent, 
Now  for  to  stonden  at  my  jngement,   (780) 
And  for  to  werken  as  I  shal  yow  seye, 
To-morwo,  whan  ye  lyden  by  the  weye, 
Now,  by  my  fiwler  sonle,  that  is  deed,  781 
Bat  ye  be  meiye,  I  wol  yeve  yow  myn 

heed. 
Hold  up   your    hond,    withonten   more 
speche.' 
Oar    coonseil  was  nat  longe    for  to 
seche; 
Us  thonghte  it  was  noght  worth  to  make 
itwys,  78s 

And    grannted    him    withonten    more 

avys, 
And   bad  him  seye  his   verdit,  as  him 
leste. 
*  Lordinges,'  qnod  he,  *now  herkneth 
for  the  beste ;  (790) 

Bat  tak  it  not,  I  prey  yow,  in  desdeyn ; 
This  is  the  poynt,  to  speken  short  and 
pleyn,  790 

That  ech  of  yow,  to  shorte  with  yonr 

weye, 
In  this  viage,  shal  telle  tales  tweye, 
To  G^nnterbnry-ward,  I  mene  it  so, 
And  hom-ward    he   shal   tellen   othere 

two. 
Of  aventnres  that  whylom  han  bifalle.  795 
And  which  of  yow  that  bereth  him  best 

of  alle, 
That  is  to  seyn,  that  telleth  in  this  cas 
Tales  of  best  sentence  and  most  solas,  (800) 
Shal  have  a  sopenat  onr  aller  cost 
Here  in  this  place,  sitting  by  this  poet, 
Whan  that  we  come  agayn  fro  Caonter- 
bnry.  801 

And  for  to  make  yow  the  more  meiy, 
I  wol  my-selven  gladly  with  yow  ryde. 
Right  at  myn  owne  cost,  and  be  yonr 

gyde. 
And  who-so  wol  my  jngement  withseye 
Shal  paye  al  that  we  spenden  by  the 
w^ye.  8c6 

And  if  ye  vonche-sanf  that  it  be  so, 
Tel  me  anon,  with-onten  woides  mo^  (810) 


And  I  wol  erly  shape  me  therfore/ 

This  thing  was  grannted,  and  onr  othes 

swore  810 

With  fnl  glad  herte,  and  preyden  him 

also 
That  he  wold  vonche-sanf  for  to  do  so, 
And  that  he  wolde  been  our  govemonr, 
And  of  onr  tales  jngo  and  reportonr. 
And  sette  a  soper  at  a  cert^yn  prys ;     815 
And  we  wold  reoled  been  at  his  devys. 
In  heigh  and  lowe;   and  thus,  by  oon 

assent, 
We  been  acorded  to  his  jngement.      (820) 
And  ther>np-on  the  wyn  was  fet  anon  ; 
We  dronken,  and  to  reste  wente  echon, 
With-onten  any  lenger  taryinge.  8a  i 

A-morwe,  whan  that  day  bigan  to  springe, 
Up   roos   onr   host,  and  was    our  aller 

cok, 
And  gadrede  ns  togidre,  alle  in  a  flok, 
And  forth  we  riden,  a  litel  more  than 

pes,  835 

Un-to  the  watering  of  seint  Thomas. 
And  there  onr  host  bigan  his  hors  arestc, 
And  seyde ;  *  Lordinges,  herkneth,  if  yow 

leste.  (830) 

Te  woot  yonr  forward,  and  I  it  yow  re- 

corde. 
If  CTen-song  and  morwe-song  acorde,    830 
Lat   see  now  who  shal  teUe  the  firsto 

tale. 
As  ever  mote  I  drinke  wyn  or  ale, 
Who-so  be  rebel  to  my  jngement 
Shal  paye  for   al   that   by  the  weye  is 

spent. 
Now    draweth  cut,    er   that    we    ferrer 

twinne ;  835 

He  which  that  hath  the  shortest  shal 

biginne. 
Sire  knight,'  qnod  ho,  '  my  maister  and 

my  lord,  (83( ) 

Now  draweth  cnt,  for  that  is  myn  acord. 
Cometh  neer,'  qnod  he,  *  my  lady  prior- 

And  ye,  sir 'clerk,  lat  be  your  sbamfhst- 
nesse,  840 

Ne  studieth  noght;   ley  hond  to,  every 
man.' 
Anon  to  drawen  every  wight  bigan, 

And  shortly  for  to  tellen,  as  it  was, 

Were  it  by  aventnre,  or  sort,  or  cas, 
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The  sothe  is  this,  the  cat  fil  to  the  knight, 
Of  which  ftil  blythe  and  ghid  waa  every 

wight ;  846 

And  telle  he  moste  his  tale,  as  was  resoon, 
By  forward  and  by  comixHticiotin,  (850) 
Asyehanherd;  whatnedethwordesmo? 
And   whan   this   gode    man    sangh    it 

was  so,  850 

As  he  that  wys  was  and  obedient 
To  kepe  his  forward  by  his  free  assent, 


He    seyde :    *  Sin    I    shal  beginne  the 


What,  welcome   be  the  cnt,  a  Ooddes 

name! 
Now  lat  ns  ryde,  and  herkneth  what  I 

seye.*  855 

And  with  that  word  we  riden  forth  oar 

w^ye;  (858) 

And  he  bigan  with  right  a  mery  ohere 
His  tale  anon,  and  seyde  in  this  manere. 


Here  endtfh  fht  prolog  of  this  book;  and  here  biglimefh  the  first  tale, 
wUch  is  tht  Knlghtes  Tale. 


THE    KNIGHTES    TALE. 


lamque  domoi  paHritUy  ScUhiee  pott  atpera  genHa 
PreUa,  laurigero,  dx,  [Statins,  Tkeb.  zii  519.] 


:,  as  olde  stories  tellen  as, 
was  a  dak  that  highte  Theseos ;  860 
Of  Athenes  he  was  lord  and  govemoar. 
And  in  his  tyme  swich  a  conqaeroor, 
That  gretter  was  ther  noon  ander  the 

Sonne. 
Fol  many   a   riche    oontree   hadde    he 

wonne ;  864 

What  with  his  wisdom  and  his  chivalrye, 
He  conqaered  al  the  regno  of  Femenye, 
That  whylom  was  y-deped  Soithia ; 
And  weddede  the  qaene  Ipolita,  (10) 

And  broghte  hir  hoom  with  him  in  his 

oontree  869 

With  mnchel  glorie  andgreet  solempnitee. 
And  eek  hir  yonge  saster  Emelye. 
And  thos  with  victoxie  and  with  melodye 


Lete    I    this    noble    dak    to   Athenes 

ryde, 
And  al  his  hooet,  in  armes,  him  bisyde. 

Andcertes,ifitneretolongtohere,  875 
I  wolde  ban  told  yow  fUly  the  manere, 
How  wonnen  was  the  regno  of  Femenye 
By  Theseas,  and  by  his  chiyaLrye ;       {ao) 
And  of  the  grete  bataille  for  the  nones 
Bitwizen  Athenfis  and  Amaeones ;       880 
And  how  asseged  was  Ipolita, 
The  faire  hardy  qaene  of  Scithia ; 
And  of  the  feste  that  was  at  hir  weddinge. 
And  of  the  tempest  at  hir  hoom-cominge ; 
Bat  al  tliat  thing  I  moot  as  now  forbore. 
I  have,  God  woot,  a  large  feeld  to  ere,  886 
And  wayke  been  the  oxen  in  my  plough. 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  is  long  y-noogh. 
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I  wol  Hat  letten  eek  noon  of  this  roate ; 
Lat  every  felawe  telle  his  tale  abonte,  890 
And  lat  see  now  who   shal  the   soper 
winne ;  (33) 

And  ther  I  lefte,  I  wol  ageyn  biginne. 

This  dnk,  of  whom  I  make  menoioan. 
When  he  was   come  almost  nnto  the 

tonn, 
In  al  his  wele  and  in  his  moste  piyde,  895 
He  was  war,  as  he  caste  his  eye  aqrde, 
Wher  that  ther  kneled  in  the  hye  weye 
A  oompanye  of  ladies,  tweye  and  tweye, 
Ech  after  other,  clad  in  clothes  Uake ;  (41) 
Bat  swich  a  cry  and  swich  a  wo  they 
make,  900 

That  in  this  world  nis  creature  livinge, 
That  herde  swich  another  weymenting^e  • 
And  of  this  cry  they  nolde  never  stenten. 
Til  they  the  reynee  of  his  bxydel  henten. 
'  What  folk  ben  ye,  that  at  myn  hoom- 
cominge  905 

Pertorben  so  my  feste  with  cxyinge  ?' 
Qnod  Theseas,  *  have  ye  so  greet  envye 
Of  myn  honour,  that  thns  oompleyne  and 
crye?  (50) 

Or  who  hath  yow  misboden,  or  offended  ? 
And  telloth  me  if  it  m^y  been  amended ; 
And  why  that  ye  ben  clothed  thus  in 
blak?'  911 

The  eldest  lady  of  hem  alle  gpok, 
When  she  hadde  swowned  with  a  deedly 

chere. 
That  it  was  routhe  for  to  seen  and  here, 
Andsejrde:  *  Lord,  to  whom  Fortune  hath 
yiven  915 

Victorie,  and  as  a  oonquerour  to  liven, 
Noght  greveth  us  your  glorie  and  your 

honour; 
But  we  hiseken  mercy  and  soconr.       (60) 
Have  mercy  on  our  wo  and  our  distresse. 
8om  drope  of  pitee,  thux^h  thy  gentil- 
esse,  910 

Up-on  us  wxecched  wommen  lat  thou  falls. 
Fbr  certes,  lord,  ther  nis  noon  of  us  aUe, 
That  she  nath  been  a  duohesse  or  a  queue; 
Now  be  we  caitifs,  as  it  is  wel  sene : 
Thanked  be  Eortune,  and  hir  false  wheel, 
That  noon  estat  sssureth  to  be  weeL  926 
And  certes,  lord,  t'abyden  your  presence, 
Here  in  the  temple  of  the  goddesse 
Clemence  (70) 


We  han  ben  waytinge  al  this  fourtenight ; 

Now  help  us,  lord,  sith  it  ia  in  thy  might 

I  wrecche,  which  that  wepe  and  waille 

thus,  931 

Was  whylom  wyf  to  king  Capaneus, 
That  starf  at  Thebes,  cursed  be  that  day ! 
And  alle  we,  that  been  in  this  array, 
And  maken  al  this  lamentacioun,         935 
We  losten  alle  our  housbondes  at  that 

toun, 
Whyl  that  the  sege  ther^iboute  lay. 
And  yet  now  th'olde  Creon,  weylaway ! 
The  lord  is  now  of  Thebes  the  oitee,     (81 ) 
Fulfild  of  ire  and  of  iniquitee,  940 

He,  for  despyt,  and  for  his  tirannye, 
To  do  the  dede  bodyes  vileinye, 
Of  alle  our  lordes,  whiohe  that  ben  slawe. 
Hath  alle  the  bodyes  on  an  heep  y-drawe. 
And  wol  nat  suf&en  hem,  by  noon  assent, 
Neither  to  been  y-buried  nor  y-brent,  946 
But  maketh  houndes  ete  hem  in  despyt.  * 
And  with  that  word,  with-outen  more 

respyt,  (90) 

They  fillen  gruf^  and  ciyden  pitously, 
^Have    on    us  wreoched  wommen    som 

mercy,  950 

And  lat  our  sorwe  sinken  in  thyn  herte.* 
This  gentil  duk  doun  from  his  courser 

sterte 
With  herte  pitous,  whan  he  herde  hem 

speke. 
Him  thoughte  that  his  herte  wolde  broke. 
Whan  he  saugh  hem  so  pitous  and  so 

mat,  955 

That  whylom  weren  of  so  greet  estat. 
And  in  his  armes  he  hem  alle  up  hente. 
And  hem  oonforteth  in  ful  good  entente ; 
And  Bwoor  his  00th,  as  he  was  trewe 

knight,  (loi) 

He  wolde  doon  so  ferforthly  his  might  960 
Up-on  the  tyraunt  Creon  hem  to  wreke, 
That  al  the  peple  of  Orece  sholde  speke 
How  Creon  was  of  Theseus  y-served, 
As  he  that  hadde  his  deei^  ful  wel  de- 
served. 964 
And  right  anoon,  with-outen  more  abood. 
His  baner  he  desplayeth,  and  forth  rood 
To  Thebes-ward,  and  al  his  host  bisyde ; 
No  neer  AthenSs  wolde  he  go  ne  lyde, 
Ne  take  his  ese  f\illy  half  a  day,          (in) 
But  onward  on  his  wey  that  night  he  lay ; 
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And  sente  anoon  Ipolita  the  quene,      971 
And  Emelye  hir  yonge  snster  shene, 
Un-to  the  toon  of  AthenfiB  to  dwelle; 
And  forth  be  rit;  ther  nis  namore  to 

tello. 
Tho  rede  statae  of  Mars,  with  spero 

and  targe,  975 

So  shyneth  in  his  whyte  baner  large, 
That  alle  the  feeldes  gliteren  np  and  doon ; 
And  by  his  baner  bom  is  his  penonn  {ixi) 
Of  gold  fol  riohe,  in  which  ther  was 

y-bete 
The  Minotaur,  which  that  he  slough  in 

Crete.  980 

Thus  rit  this  dak,  thns  rit  this  oonqneroor. 
And  in  his  host  of  chivaliye  the  floor, 
Til  that  ho  cam  to  Thebes,  and  alighte 
Fairo  in  a  feeld,  ther  as  he  thoght-e  fighte. 
Bat  shortly  for  to  speken  of  this  thing,  985 
With  Creon,  which  that  was  of  Thebes 

king, 
He  faaght,  and  sloagh  him  manly  as 

a  knight 
In  pleyn  bataille,  and  patte  the  folk  to 

flight;  (130) 

And  by  assaat  ho  wan  the  citee  after, 
And  rente  odoun  bothe  wal,  and  sparre, 

and  rafter ;  990 

And  to  the  ladyes  he  restored  agayn 
The  bones  of  hir  housbondes  that  were 

slayn, 
To  doon  obs^aies,  as  was  tho  the  gyse. 
Bat  it  were  al  to  long  for  to  devyse      994 
The  grete  clamour  and  the  waymentinge 
That  the  ladyes  made  at  the  brenninge 
Of  the  bodyes,  and  the  grete  honour 
That  Theseus,  the  noble  conqueroar,  (140) 
Doth  to  the  ladyes,  whan  they  from  him 

wente ;  999 

But  shortly  for  to  telle  is  myn  entente. 
Whan  that  this  worthy  dak,  this  Theseus, 
Hath  Creon  slayn,   and  wonne  Thebes 

thus, 
Stille  in  that  feeld  he  took  al  night  his 

resto. 
And  dide  with  al  the  oontree   as  him 

leste.  1004 

To  ransako  in  the  tas  of  bodyes  dede, 
Hem  for  to  strepe  of  hameys  and  of  wede, 
The  pilours  diden  bisinesse  and  cure, 
After  the  bataille  and  disconflture.    (150) 


And  so  bifel,  that  in  the  tas  they  founds, 
Thurgh-girt  with  many  a  grevous  blody 

wounde,  •  loio 

Two  yonge  knightes  ligging  by  and  by, 
Bothe  in  oon  armes,  wroght  ful  richdy, 
Of  whiche  two,  Arcita  hight  that  oon, 
And  that  other  knight  hight  Palamon. 
Kat  fully  quike,  ne  fully  dede  they  wero. 
But  by  hir  cote-armures,  and  by  fair  gere. 
The  heraudes  knewe  hem  best  in  special. 
As  they  that  weren  of  the  blood  royal  (160) 
Of  Thebes,  and  of  sustren  two  y-bom. 
Out  of  the  tas  the  pilours  han  hem  torn. 
And  han   hem    caried  sofbe  nn-to   the 

tente  102 1 

Of  Theseus,  and  he  fVil  sone  hem  aente 
To  Athenes,  to  dwellen  in  prisoun 
Perpetnelly,  he  nolde  no  raunsoun. 
And  whan  this  worthy  duk  hath  thus 

y-don,  ioa5 

He  took  his  host,  and  hoom  he  rood  anon 
With  laurer  crowned  as  a  conquerour ; 
And  there    he  liveth,  in  joyo  and    in 

honour,  (171)) 

Terme  of  his  lyf ;   what  nedeth  wordes 

mo? 
And  in  a  tour,  in  angwish  and  in  wo,  1030 
Dwellen  this  I^amoun  and  eek  Arcite, 
For  evermore,  ther  may  no  gold  hem 

quyte. 
This  paaseth  yeer  by  yeer,  and  d«y  by 

di^y. 
Til  it  fil  ones,  in  a  morwe  of  May, 
That  Emelye,  that  fairer  was  to  seno  1055 
Than  is  the  lilie  upon  his  stalke  grene. 
And  fressher  than  the  May  with  floures 

newe —  (179  > 

For  with  the  rose  colour  stroof  hir  hewe, 
I  npot  which  was  the  fairer  of  hem  two^ 
£r  it  were  dayi  as  was  hir  wone  to  do, 
She  was  arisen,  and  al  redy  dight ;     1041 
For  May  wol  have  no  slogardye  a-night. 
The  sesoun  priketh  eveiy  gentil  herte. 
And  maketh  him  out  of  his  sleep  to  sterte. 
And  seith,  ^Arys,  and  do  tfayn  obsor- 

Taunoe.'  (187)  1045 

This  maked  Emelye  have  remembraunce 
To  doon  honour  to  May,  and  for  to  ry». 
Y-clothed  was  she  fbesh,  for  to  devyse ; 
Hir  yelow  beer  was  broydod  in  a  tresse, 
Bihinde  hir  bak,  a  yerde  long,  1 1 
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And  in  the  gardin,  at  the  socne  np-iistef 
She  walketh  up  and  doon,  and  as  hir 

}i0t« 
She  gadereth  floures,  party  whyte  and 

rede, 
To  make  a  sotil  gerland  for  hir  hede, 
And  as  an  aungel  hevenly  she  song.    1055 
The  grete  tour,  that  was  so  thikke  and 

strong, 
Which  of  the  castel  mu  the  chief  don- 

geoan,  (199) 

(Ther-as  the  knightes  weren  in  pxisonn, 
Of  whiohe  I  tolde  ydw,  and  tellen  shal) 
Wase^enejoynanttothegardin-wal,  1060 
Ther  as  this  Emelye  hadde  hir  pleyinge. 
Bright  iras  the  sonne^  and  deer  that 

nM>rweninge, 
And  Falamon,  this  woftd  prisoner, 
As  wtM  his  wone,  by  leve  of  his  gayler, 
Was  risen,  and  romed  in  a  chambre  on 

heigh,  1065 

In  -which  he  al  the  noble  citee  seigh, 
And  eek  the  gardin,  Ail  of  brannches 

grene,  (209) 

Ther-as  this  firesshe  Emelye  the  shene 
Was  in  hir  walk,  and  romed  up  and 

doon.  1069 

This  sorweftil  prisoner,  this  Falamotm, 
Goth  in  the  chambre,  roming  to  and  Aro, 
And  to  him-self  oompleyning  of  his  wo ; 
That  he  was  bom,  tal  ofte  he  s^de,  *a]as !' 
And  so  bifel,  by  aventore  or  oas, 
That  thnrgh  a  window,  thikke  of  many 

a  barre  1075 

Of  yren  greet,  and  sqnare  as  any  sparre, 
He  caste  his  eye  npon  Emelya, 
And  ther-with-al  he  bleynte,  and  ciyde 

»a!*  (220) 

As  though  he  stongen  were  xm-to  the 

herte.  1079 

And  with  that  cry  Areite  anon  np-sterte, 
And    seyde,   ^Cosin   myo,    what   eyleth 

thee, 
That  art  so  pale  and  deedly  on  to  see? 
"Why  orydestow?    who  hath  thee  doon 

offence  ? 
For  Ooddes  love,  tak  al  in  pacience    1084 
Onr  prisoan,  for  it  may  non  other  be ; 
Fortune  hath  yeren  ns  this  advendtee. 
Som  wikke  aspect  or  disposicioun 
Of  Satnme,  by  sum  constellacioan,    (230) 


Hath  yeven  ns  this,  al-thongh  wo  hadde 

it  sworn ;  ^ 

So  stood  the  heven  whan  that  we  were 

bom ;  i(;9<> 

We  moste  endnre  it :  this  is  the  short  and 

pleyn.' 
This    Palamon   answerde,  and    seyde 

ageyn, 

*  Coeytiy  for  sothe,  of  this  opinionn 
Thou  hast  a  reyn  imaginaoionn. 

This  prison  caosed  me  nat  for  to  crye.  1095 
Bat  I  was  hnrt  right  now  thnrgh-ont 

myn  y8 
In-to  myn  herte,  that  wol  my  bane  be. 
The  fiumesse  of  that  lady  that  I  see  (240) 
Yond  in  the  gardin  romen  to  and  fro. 
Is  canse  of  al  my  crying  and  my  wo.  iTa> 
I  noot  wher  she  be  womman  or  goddesse ; 
Bat  Venos  is  it,  soothly,  as  I  gesse.' 
And  ther-with-al  on  knefis  doan  he  fil. 
And  seyde :  '  Venos,  if  it  be  thy  wil 
Yow  in  this  gardin  thas  to  transfigare  1 105 
Bifore  me,  sorweftil  wreoche  creature, 
Out  of  this  prisoan  help  that  we  may 

scapen. 
And  if  so  be  my  destinee  be  shapen    (250) 
By  eteme  word  to  dyen  in  prisoan. 
Of  oar  linage  have  som  compassionn,  1 1 10 
That  is  so  lowe  y-broght  by  tirannye.' 
And  with  that  word  Areite  gan  espye 
Wher-as  this  lady  romed  to  and  fro. 
And  with  that  sighte  hir  beaatee  harto 

him  so,  1114 

That,  if  that  Palamon  was  woanded  sore, 
Aroite  is  hart  as  mache  as  he,  or  more. 
And  with  a  sigh  he  seyde  pitoasly  :    (259) 

*  The  fresshe  beaatee  sleeth  me  sodeynly 
Of  hir  that  rometh  in  the  yonder  place ; 
And,  bat  I  have  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace, 
That  I  may  seen  hir  atto  leeste  weye,  1121 
I  nam  but  deed ;  ther  nis  namore  to  seyc* 

This  Palamon,  whan   he  tho  wordes 
herde, 
Dispitoosly  he  loked,  and  answerde : 

*  Whether  seistow  this  in  emest  or  in 

pley?*  II 25 

•Nay,*  qnod  Aroite,  *in  emest,  by  my 

fey! 
Qod  help  me  so,  me  list  fril  yvele  pleye.* 
This  Palamon  gan  knltto  his  browes 

tweye :  (270) 
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*It  nere,'  qaod   he,   'to  thee  no  greet 

honooT 
Por  to  be  fals,  ne  for  to  be  tnytoai  1 130 
To  me,  that  am  thy  coein  and  thy  brother 
Y-ewom  Aal  d6i>e,  and  ech  of  ub  til  other, 
That  never,  for  to  dyen  in  the  peyne, 
Til  that  the  dee^  departe  shal  as  tweyne, 
Neither  of  ns  in  love  to  hindren  other,  1 135 
Ne  in  non  other  caa,  my  leve  brother ; 
But  that  then  sholdesttrewelyforthrenme 
In  every  cas,  and  I  shal  forthren  thee.  (280) 
This  was  thynooth,  and  mynalso,  certeyn ; 
I  wot  right  wel,  thon  darstit  natwithseyn. 
Thus  artow  of  my  connseil,  ont  of  donte. 
And  now  thon  woldest  falsly  been  abonte 
To  love  my  lady,  whom  I  love  and  serve, 
And  ever  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  sterve. 
Now  certes,  fals  Arcite,  thou  shalt  nat  so. 
I  loved  hir  first,  and  tolde  thee  my  wo  1 146 
As  to  myoounseil,  and  my  brother  sworn 
To  forthre  me,  as  I  have  told  bifom.  (290) 
For  which  thoic  art  y-bonnden  as  a  knight 
To  helpen  me,  if  it  lay  in  thy  might,  1150 
Or  elles  artow  fals,  I  darwel  seyn.* 

This  Aroit€  fnl  proudly  spak  ageyn, 
*Thoa  shalt,*  quod  he,   'be  rather  £ftls 

than  I; 
But  thon  art  fals,  I  telle  thee  utterly ; 
Tot  par  anumr  I  loved  h  ir  first  er  thow.  1 155 
What  wiltow  seyn  ?  thon  wistest  nat  yet 

now 
Whether  she  be  a  womman  or  goddesse  I 
Thyn  is  affecoionn  of  hoUnesse,  (500) 

And  myn  is  love,  as  to  a  creatnre ; 
For  which  I  tolde  thee  myn  aventnre  1 160 
As  to  my  oosin,  and  my  brother  sworn. 
I  pose,  that  thon  lovedest  hir  bifom ; 
Wostow  nat  wel  the  olde  derkes  sawe. 
That  "  who  ghal  yeve  a  lover  any  lawe  ?  " 
Love  is  a  gretter  lawe,  by  my  pan,      1165 
Than  may  be  yeve  to  any  erthly  man. 
And  therefore   positif  lawe   and   swioh 

decree 
Is  broke  al-day  for  love,  in  eoh  degree.  (310) 
A  man  moot  nedes  love,  mangree  his  heed. 
He  may  nat  fleen  it,  thogh  he  sholde  be 

deed,  X170 

Al  be  she  mayde,  or  widwe,  or  alles  wyf. 
And  eek  it  is  nat  lykly,  al  thy  lyf. 
To  stonden  in  hir  grace ;  namore  shal  I ; 
For  wel  thon  woo«t  thy-selvon,  veizaily, 


That  thon  and  I  be  dampned  to  prisoiin 
Perpetnelly ;  ns  gayneth  no  rannsonn. 
We  stryve  as  dide  the  hotmdes  for  the 

boon,  1177 

They  fonghte  al  day,  and  yet  hir  part  was 

noon ;  (520) 

Ther  cam  a  kyte,  whyl  that  they  were 

wrothe, 
And  bar   awey  the  boon   bitwise  hem 

bothe.  1 180 

And  therfore,  at  the  kinges  oourt,  my 

brother, 
Ech  man  for  him-self,  ther  is  non  other. 
Love  if  thee  list ;  for  I  love  and  ay  shal ; 
And  soothly,  leve  brother,  this  is  aL 
Here  in  this  prisoun  mote  we  endure,  1185 
And  everich  of  us  take  his  aventnre.* 
Greet  was  the  stryf  and  long  bitwise 

hem  tw^ye, 
If  that  I  hadde  leyser  for  to  seye ;      (330) 
But  to  th'effeot    It  happed  on  a  di^, 
(To  telle  it  yow  as  shortly  as  I  may)   1 190 
A  worthy  dnk  that  highte  Perotheus, 
That  felawe  was  nn-to  dnk  Theseus 
Sin  thilke  day  that  they  were  children 

lyte, 

Was  come  to  Athenes,  his  felawe  to  vi^srte, 
And  for  to  pleye,  as  he  was  wont  to  do, 
For  in  this  world  he  loved  no  man  so:  1196 
And  he  loved  him  as  tendrely  ageyn. 
So  wel  they  loved,  as  olde  bokes  seyn,  (340) 
That  whan  that  oon  was  deed,  sothly  to 

teUe, 
His  felawe  wente  and  soghte  him  doun  in 

helle ;  1200 

But  of  that  story  list  me  nat  to  wrjrte. 
Dnk  Perotheus  loved  wel  Aroite, 
And  hadde  him  knowe  at  Thebes  yeer  hy 

yere; 
And  fsmally,  at  reqneste  and  preyere  1204 
Of  Perotheus,  with-oute  any  raunsoon, 
Duk  Theseus  him  leet  out  of  pxiaonn, 
Freely  to  goon,  wher  that  him  liste  ovezHd, 
In  swich  a  gyse,  as  I  you  tellen  shaL  (350) 
This  was  the  forward,  pleynly  for  t*en- 

dyte, 
Bitwizen  Theseus  and  him  Arcite :     laio 
That  if  so  were,  that  Arcite  were  y>foande 
Ever  in  his  lyf,  by  dxy  or  night  or  stounde 
In  any  oontree  <^  this  Theseus, 
And  he  were  oaught,  it  was  aoorded  thus. 
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That  with,  a  swerd  he  aholde  lese  liis 

heed ;  1215 

Ther  nas  non  other  reznedye  ne  reed, 
Bat  taketh  his  leve,  and  hoznwazd  he  him 

spedde ;  (359) 

Let  him  be  war,  his  nekke  lyth  to  wedde ! 

How  greet  a  sorwe  soffreth  now  Arcite ! 

The  deeth  he  feleth  thnrgh  his  herte 

smyte ;  1220 

He  wepeth,  way leth,  oiyeth  pitonsly ; 
To  aleen  him-self  he  wayteth  priyely. 
He  sejde,  ^  Alias  that  day  that  I  was  bom ! 
Now  is  my  prison  worse  than  bifom ; 
Now  is  me  shape  eternally  to  dwelle  122$ 
Noght  in  porgatorie,  bat  in  hellei 
Alias  I  that  ever  knew  I  Perotheas  I 
For  elles  hadde  I  dwelled  with  Theseos 
Y-fetered  in  his  prisonn  ever-mo.        (371) 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  blisse,  and  nat  in  wo. 
Only  the  sighte  of  hir,  whom  that  I  serve, 
Thoogh  that  Ineverhir  grace  may  deserve, 
Wolde  han  saffised  right  y-nongh  for  me. 
O  deie  coein  Plalamon/  qaod  he, 
*  Thyn  is  the  viotorie  o£  this  aventnre,  1235 
Fal  blisfkilly  in  prison  maistow  dare ; 
In  prison  ?  certee  nf^y,  bat  in  paradys  I 
Wei  hath  fortane  y-tomed  thee  the  dys. 
That  hast  the  sighte  of  hir,  and  I  th'ab- 

sence.  (381)  1239 

For  possible  iS,  sin  then  hast  hir  presence, 
And  art  a  knight,  a  worthy  and  an  able, 
That  by  som  cas,  sin  fortane  is  diaonge- 

able, 
Thoamaysttothydesyrsom-tymeattejme. 
Bat  I,  that  am  ezyled,  and  boreyne 
Of  alle  grace,  and  in  so  greet  despeir,  1245 
That  ther  nis  erthe,  water,  fyr,  ne  eir, 
Ne  czeattire,  that  of  hem  mskked  is. 
That  may  me  helpe  or  doon  confort  in  this: 
Wei  ooghte  I  starve  in  wanhope  and  dis- 

tresse ;  (391) 

Farwel  my  lyf,  my  lost,  and  my  gladneese ! 
Alias,  why  pleynen  folk  so  in  commane 
Of  porveyaanoe  of  God,  or  of  fortane, 
That  yeveth  hem  fal  ofte  in  many  a  gyse 
Wei  bettre  than  they  oan  hem^^elf  devyse  ? 
Som  man  de^yreth  for  to  han  riohesse,  1355 
That  oaose  is  of  his  mordre  or  greet  sik- 


And  som  man  wolde  oat  of  his  prison  fayn, 
That  in  his  hons  is  of  his  meynee  slayn. 


Infinite  harmes  bem  in  this  matere ;  (401) 
We  witen  nat  what  thing  we  preyen  here. 
We  faren  as  he  that   dronke  is  as  a 

moas ;  1261 

A  dronke  man  wot  wel  he  hath  an  hoas, 
Bat  he  noot  which  the  righte  wey  is  thider ; 
And  to  a  dronke  man  the  wey  is  slider. 
And  oertes,  in  this  world  so  faren  we ; 
We  seken  faste  after  felicitee,  1266 

Bat  we  goon  wrong  fal  often,  trewely. 
Tl^asmayweseyen  alle,  and  namely  I,  (410) 
That  wende  and  hadde  a  greet  opinioan. 
That,  if  I  mighte  esoapen  from  prisoan, 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  joye  and  perfit 

hele,  1271 

Ther  now  I  am  ezyled  fro  my  wele. 
Sin  that  I  may  nat  seen  yow,  Emelye, 
I  nam  bat  deed ;  ther  nis  no  remedye.' 

Up-on  that  other  syde  Palamon,      1375 
Whan  that  he  wiste  Arcite  was  agon, 
Swich  sorwe  he  maketh,  that  the  grete 

toar 
Besoaneth  of  his  yoaling  and  olamoar. 
The  pare  fettres  on  his  shines  grete  (421) 
Weren  of  his  bittre  salte  teres  wete.   1280 
*  Alias ! '  qaod  he,  *  Aroita,  oosin  myn, 
Of  al  oar  stryf,  G-od  woot,  the  fhiyt  is  thyn. 
Thow  walkest  now  in  Thebes  at  thy  large, 
And  of  my  wo  thoa  yevest  lltel  charge. 
Thoa  mayst,  sin  thoa  hast  wisdom  and 

manhede,  1285 

Assemblen  alle  the  folk  of  oar  kinrede, 
And  make  a  werre  so  sharp  on  this  citee, 
That  by  som  aventnre,  or  som  tretee, 
Thoa  mayst  have  hir  to  lady  and  to  wyf , 
For  whom  that  I  f  mot  nodes  lese  my  lyf. 
For,  as  by  wey  of  possibilitee,  (433)  1291 
Sith  thoa  art  at  thy  large,  of  prison  ft«e, 
And  art  a  lord,  greet  is  thyn  avaantage, 
More  than  is  myn,  that  sterve  here  in  a 

cage.  1294 

For  I  mot  wepe  and  wayle,  whyl  I  live, 
With  al  the  wo  that  prison  may  me  yive, 
And  eek  with  peyne  Uiat  love  me  yiveth 

also,  (439) 

That  doableth  al  my  torment  and  my  wo.* 
Therwwith  the  fyr  of  jelon^ye  ap-sterte 
With-inne  his  brest,  and  hente  him  by 

the  herte  1300 

So  woodly,  that  he  lyk  was  to  biholde 
The  box-tree,  or  the  asshen  dede  and  oolde. 
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Tho  seyde  he;    *0  cruel    goddea,  that 

goveme 
Thig  world  with  binding  of  yonr  word 

eteme, 
AAd  wryten  in  the  table  of  athamaont  1305 
Yoor  parlement,  and  yonr  eteme  graont, 
What  is  mankinde  more  nn-to  yow  holde 
Tlian  is  the  sheep,  that  ronketh  in  the 

folde?  (450) 

For  slayn  is  man  right  as  another  beste, 
And  dwelleth  eek  in  prison  and  areste, 
And  hath  sikneese,  and  greet  advenitee, 
And  ofte  tymes  giltelees,  pardee  !        13 12 
What  govemaonoe  is  in  this  prescience, 
That  giltelees  tormenteth  innocence? 
And  yet  enoreseth  this  al  my  penannce, 
That  man  is  bonnden  to  his  observannoe, 
For  Ooddes  sake,  to  letten  of  his  wille, 
Ther  as  a  beest  may  al  his  Inst  fulfiUe.  (460) 
And  whan  a  beest  is  deed,  he  hath  no 

peyne; 
Bnt  man  after  his  deeth  moot  wepe  and 

pleyne,  1320 

Though  in  this  \voTld  he  have  care  and  wo: 
With-onten  donte  it  may  stonden  so. 
Th'  answere  of  this  I  lete  to  divynis, 
Bnt  wel  I  woot,  that  in  this  world  gret 

pyne  is. 
Alias !  I  see  a  serpent  or  a  theef,  1325 

That  many  a  trewe  man  hath  doon  mes- 

oheef, 
Qoon  at  his  large,  and  wher  him  list  may 

tarne.  (469) 

But  I  mot  been  in  prison  thnrgh  Satume, 
And  eek  thurgh  Juno,  jalous  and  eek  wood. 
That  hath  destroyed  wel  ny  al  the  blood 
Of  Thebes,  with  his  waste  walles  wyde. 
And  Venus  sleeth  me  on  that  other  syde 
For  jelonsye,  and  fere  of  him  Arcite.* 
Now  wol  I  stinte  of  Palamon  a  lyte. 
And  lete  him  in  his  prison  stille  dwelle, 
And  of  Arcita  forth  I  wol  yow  telle.    1336 
The  somer  paaseth,  and   the   nightes 

long©  (479) 

Enoresen  double  wyse  the  peynes  stronge 
Bothe  of  the  lovare  and  the  prisoner. 
I  noot  which  hath  the  wofnllere  mester. 
For  shortly  for  to  seyn,  this  Falamoun 
Perpetuelly  is  dampned  to  prisoun,     1342 
In  cheynes  and  in  fBttres  to  ben  deed ; 
And  Aroite  is  ezylad  upon  his  heed 


For  erer-mo  as  out  of  tJiat  contree,      1345 
Ne  never-mo  he  shal  his  lady  see. 

Tow  loveres  axe  I  now  this  queatioun. 
Who  haUi  the  worse,  Arcite  or  Palamonn  ? 
That  oon  may  seen  his  lady  day  by  day. 
But  in  prison  he  moot  dwelle  alway.  13511 
That  other  wher  him  list  may  ryde  or  go. 
But  seen  his  lady  shal  he  never-mo.  (494) 
Now  demeth  as  yow  liste,  ye  that  can. 
For  I  wol  telle  forth  as  I  bigan. 
Explicit  prima  Pars. 
Scquitnr  pars  aecnndau 
Whan  that  Areite  to  Thebes  comen  was, 
Ful  ofte  a  day  he  swelte  and  seyde  *■  allao,* 
For  seen  his  lady  shal  he  never-ma     1357 
And  shortly  to  concluden  al  his  wo,  (501  • 
80  muche  sorwe  had  never  creature 
That  is,  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world  may 

dure.  13^ » 

His  sleep,  his  mete,  his  drink  is  him  bLrait, 
That  lene  he  wex^  and  drye  as  is  a  shaft. 
His  eyen  holwe,  and  grisly  to  biholde ; 
His  hewe  fitilwe,  and  pale  as  asshen  eoldo. 
And  solitarie  he  was,  and  everallone,  1365 
And  wailling  al  the  night,  twi^Hwg  lii« 

mone. 
And  if  he  herde  song  or  instrument, 
llien  wolde  he  wepe,  he  mighte  nat  bo 

stent ;  (5101 

So    feble    e^  were  his  spirits,  and  w> 

lowe,  13611 

Andohaunged  so,that  nomancoudeknowct 
His  speche  nor  his  vois,  though  men  it 

herde. 
And  in  his  gere,  for  al  the  world  he  ferde 
Nat  oonly  lyk  the  lovena  maladye 
Of  Hereos,  but  rather  lyk  manye 
Engendred  of  humour  malenool^      1375 
Biforen,  in  his  celle  fantastyk. 
And  shortly,  turned  was  al  up-ao-doun 
Bothe  habit  and  eek  dispoeicionn       (520^ 
Of  him,  this  woftd  lovere  dann  Arcite. 

What  sholde  I  al-day  of  his  wo  endyte  ? 
Whan  he  endured  hadde  a  yeer  or  two 
This  cruel  torment,  and  this  peyne  and  wo, 
At  Thebes,  in  his  oontree,  as  I  oeyde, 
Up-on  a  night,  in  sleep  as  he  him  leyde, 
Him  thoughte  how  that  the  winged  go<l 

Merourie  13^5 

Bifomhimstood,  and  bad  him  to  be  mmxe. 
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HIb  sLepj  yerde  in  hond  he  bar  npri^te ; 
An  hat  he  werede  upon  his  heres  bn^hte. 
Amjed  was  this  god  (as  he  took  keep) 
As  he  was  whan  that  Argus  took  his  sleep ; 
And  SQrde  him  thus:  'T>Ath6nesBhaltoa 
wende;  (533)  1391 

Ther  is  thee  shapen  of  thj  wo  an  ende.' 
And  with  that  word  Aroite  wook  and  sterte. 
^  Now  trewely,  how  sore  that  me  smerte,' 
Qaod  he,  *t' Athtofis  right  now  wol  I  fture ; 
No  for  the  drede  of  deeth  shal  I  nat  spare 
To  see  my  h»dy,  that  I  h>ye  and  serve ; 
In  hir  presence  I  reoohe  nat  to  sterve.'  (540) 
And  with  that  word  he  oanghte  a  greet 
nkiroarf  1399 

And  sangh  that  channged  wasal  his  colour, 
And  sangh  his  Tisage  al  in  another  kinde. 
And  rig^t  anoon  it  ran  him  in  his  minde, 
That,  sith  his  Hmo  was  so  disfigured 
Of  maladye,  the  which  he  hadde  endured, 
He  mighte  wel,  if  that  he  bar  him  lowe, 
liTO  in  Ath^nes  ever-more  unknowe,  1406 
And  seen  his  lady  wel  ny  day  by  day. 
And  right  anon  he  chaunged  his  array, 
And  cladde  him  as  a  povre  laborer,    (551) 
And  al  allone,  save  oonly  a  squyer,     1410 
That  knew  his  privetee  and  al  his  cas, 
Which  was  disgysed  povrely,  as  he  was, 
T' Ath^es  is  he  goon  the  nexte  way. 
And  to  the  court  he  wente  up-on  a  day. 
And  at  the  gate  he  profirath  his  servyse, 
To  dmgge  and  drawe,  what  so  men  wol 
devyse.  1416 

And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  to  seyn. 
He  fQ  in  office  with  a  chamberleyn,   (560) 
The  which  that  dwelling  was  with  Emelye ; 
For  lie  was  wys,  and  ooude  soon  aspye  1420 
Of  every  sarvaunt,  which  that  serveth 

here. 
Wel  coude  he  hewen  wode,  and  water  here. 
For  he  was  yong  and  mighty  for  the  nones. 
And  ther-to  he  was  strong  and  big  of  bones 
To  doon  that  any  wight  can  him  devyse. 
A  yeer  or  two  he  was  in  this  servyse, 
Page  of  the  chambre  of  Emelye  the  brighte ; 
And  '  Fhilostrate '  heseidethathehighte. 
But  half  so  wel  biloved  a  man  as  he  (571) 
Xe  was  ther  never  in  court,  of  his  degree ; 
He  wuB  so  gentil  of  condioioun,  1431 

That  thurghout  al  the  court  was  his  re- 
noun. 


They  aeydejiy  that  it  were  a  charitee 
That  Theseus  wolde  enhanncen  his  degree, 
And  putten  him  in  worshipful  servyse, 
Ther  as  he  migh^3  his  vertu  ezcercysa. 
And  thus,  with-inne  a  whyle,  his  name  is 

spronge  1437 

Bothe  of  his  dedes,  and  his  goode  tonge. 
That  Theseus  hath  taken  him  so  neer  (581 ) 
That  of  his  chambre  he  made  hixn  a  squyer, 
And  yaf  him  gold  to  mayntene  his  degree ; 
And  eek  men  broghte  him  out  of  his 

dontree 
From  yeer  to  yeer,  ftd  prively,  his  rente ;  • 
But  honestly  and  slyly  he  it  spente, 
That  no  man  wondxed  how  that  he  it 

hadde.  1445 

And  three  yeer  in  this  wyse  his  lyf  he 

ladde. 
And  bar  him  so  in  pees  and  eek  in  werre, 
Ther  nas  no  man  that  Theseus  hath  derre. 
And  in  this  blisse  let6  I  now  Aroite,  (59O 
And  speke  I  wol  of  Palamon  a  lyte.  1450 
In  derknesse  and  horrible  and  strong 

Iffisoun 
This  seven  yeer  hath  seten  Palamoun, 
Forpyned,  what  for  wo  and  for  distresse  * 
Who  feleth  double  soor  and  hevinesse 
But  Palamon?  that  love  destrojmeth  so, 
That  wood  out  of  his  wit  he  gooth  for  wo ; 
And  eek  therto  he  is  a  prisoner  1457 

Perpetuelly,  noght  oonly  for  a  yeer.   (600) 
Who  coude  ryme  in  English  proprely 
His  martirdom  ?  for  sothe,  it  am  nat  I ; 
Therefore  I  passe  as  lightly  as  I  may. 

It  fel  that  in  the  seventhe  yeer,  in  May, 
The  thridde  night,  (as  olde  bokes  seyn. 
That  al  this  storie  tellen  more  ployn,) 
Were  it  by  aventure  or  destinee,         1465 
(As,  whan  a  thing  is  shapen,  it  shal  be,) 
That,  sone  after  the  midnight,  Palamoun, 
By  helping  of  a  freend,  brak  his  prisoun, 
And  fleeth  the  citee,  faste  as  he  may  go ; 
For  he  had  yive  his  goyler  drinke  so  1470 
Of  a  clarree,  moad  of  a  certeyn  wyn,  (613) 
With  nercotikes  and  opie  of  Thebes  fyn. 
That  al  that  night,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

him  shake, 
The  gayler  sleep,  he  mighte  nat  awake ; 
And  thus  h^  fleeth  as  faste  as  ever  he 

may.  1475 

The  night  was  short,  and  ilsste  by  the  day, 
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That  nedes-oost  he  mosto  him-Belven  hyde, 
And  til  a  grove,  faste  ther  bessyde,  (630) 
With  dredftd  foot  than  stalketh  Piala- 

xnotm. 
For  shortly,  this  was  his  opinionn,       1480 
That  in  that  grove  he  wolde  him  hyde  al 

day, 
And  in  the  night  than  wolde  he  take  his 

way 
To  Thebes-ward,  his  freendes  for  to  preye 
On  Theseus  to  helpe  him  to  werreye ; 
And  shortly,  onther  he  wolde  lese  his  lyf, 
Or  winnen  Emelye  nn-to  his  wyf ;       i486 
This  is  th'effect  and  his  entente  pleyn. 

Now  wol  I  tome  nn-to  Aroite  ageyn,  (630) 
That  litel  wiste  how  ny  that  was  his 

oare, 
Til  that  fortune  had  broght  him  in  the 

snare.  1490 

The  bisy  larke,  messager  of  day, 
Salufith  in  hir  song  the  morwe  gray ; 
And  fyry  Phebus  lyseth  up  so  brighte, 
That  al  the  orient  laugheth  of  the  lighte. 
And  with  his  stremes  diyeth  in  the  greves 
The  silver  dropes,  hanging  on  the  leves. 
And  Arcite,  that  is  in  the  court  rpyal 
With  Theseus,  his  squyer  principal,  (640) 
Is  risen,  and  loketh  on  the  myrie  day. 
And,  for  to  doon  his  observaunoe  to  ICay, 
Bemembring  on  the  poynt  of  his  de^yr. 
He  on  a  courser,  sterting  as  the  fyr,    1502 
Is  riden  in-to  the  feeldes,  him  to  pleye, 
Out  of  the  court,  were  it  a  myle  or  tweye ; 
And  to  the  grove,  of  which  that  I  yow 

tolde,  150S 

By  aventure,  his  wey  he  gan  to  holde. 
To  maken  him  a  gerland  of  the  greves, 
Were  it  of  wodebinde  or  hawethom-levea, 
And  loude  he  song  ageyn  the  sonne  shene : 
*  ICay,  with  alle  thy  floures  and  thygrene, 
Wel-come  be  thou,  faire  freashe  May,  151 1 
I  hope  that  I  som  grene  gete  may.'    (654) 
And  from  his  courser,  with  a  lusty  herte, 
In-to  the  grove  ful  hastily  he  sterte, 
And  in  a  path  he  rometh  up  and  doun. 
Therms,  by  aventure,  this  Palamoun  1516 
Was  in  a  bush,  that  no  man  mighte  ^irp 

see, 
For  soreaferedof  hisdeeth  washe.  (660) 
No-thing  ne  knew  he  that  it  was  Arcite : 
God  wot  he  wolde  have  tzowed  it  ful  lyte. 


But  sooth  is  seyd,  gon  sithen  many  yeres. 
That '  feeld  hath  eyen,  and  the  wode  liatli 

eres.'  1522 

It  is  ful  £ur  a  man  to  here  him  evene. 
For  al-day  meteth  men  at  unset  stevene. 
Ful  litel  woot  Arcite  of  his  felawe,       1535 
That  was  so  ny  to  herknen  al  his  sa'vre. 
For  in  the  hash  he  sitteth  now  ful  stille. 

Whan  that  Arcite  had  romed  al  his  fiUe, 
And  songen  al  the  roundel  lustily,  (671) 
In-to  a  studie  he  fil  sodeynly,  1530 

As  doon  thise  loveres  in  hir  queynte  geres. 
Now  in  the  croppe,  now  doun  in  the  breres, 
Now  up,  now  doun,  as  boket  in  a  welle. 
Bight  as  the  Friday,  soothly  for  to  telle. 
Now  it  shyneth,  now  it  reyneth  fiaste,    1535 
Bight  so  can  geiy  Venus  oveicaste 
The  hertes  of  hir  folk ;  right  as  hir  day 
Is  gerfhl,  right  so  chaungeth  she  array. 
Selde  is  the  Friday  al  the  wyke  y-lyke. 
Whan  that  Arcite  had  songe,  he  gan  to 

fyke,  (68a)  1540 

And  sette  him  doun  with-ontenany  m.oT« : 
*  Alas !' quod  he, '  that  day  that  I  was  bore ! 
How  longe,  Juno,  thurg^  thy  cmeltee, 
Woltow  werreyen  Thebes  the  citee? 
Alias  I  y-broght  is  to  confbsioun  1545 

The  blood  royal  of  Gadme  and  Amphioun ; 
Of  Cadmus,  which  that  was  the  firate 

man  (689) 

That  Thebes  bulte,  or  first  the  toun  bigan, 
And  of  the  citee  first  was  erouned  king, 
Of  his  linage  am  I,  and  his  of-spring  1550 
By  verray  ligne,  as  of  the  stok  royal : 
And  now  I  am  so  caitif  and  so  thral. 
That  he,  that  is  my  mortal  enemy, 
I  serve  him  as  his  squyer  povrely.       1554 
And  yet  doth  Juno  me  wel  more  shame, 
For  I  dar  noght  biknowe  myn  owne  name ; 
But  ther-as  I  was  wont  to  highte  Arcite, 
Now  highte  I  Fhilostrate,  noght  worth  a 

myte.  (700) 

Alias !  thou  felle  Hars,  alias !  Juno,    1559 
Thus  hath  your  ire  our  kinrede  al  fordo, 
Save  only  me,  and  wreoched  Bftlamoun, 
That  Theseus  martyreth  in  prisonn. 
And  over  al  this,  to  sleen  me  utterly, 
Love  hath  his  fyry  dart  so  brenningly 
Y-fltiked  thurgh  my  trewe  careful  herte. 
That  8hai>en  was  my  deeth  erst  than  my 

sherte.  1566 
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Ye  flleen  me  with  3^onr  ejen,  Emeljo ; 
Ye  been  the  canae  wheifor  that  I  dye.  (710) 
Of  al  the  xemenant  of  xuyn  other  care 
Ne  sette  I  nab  the  monntannoe  of  a  tare, 
So  that  I  conde  don  aught  to  your  ple- 

saonce ! '  1571 

And  with  that  word  he  fil  donn  in  a 

traonoe 
A  longe  tyme ;  and  after  he  np-sterte. 
This   Palamoon,  that    thonghte    that 

thnrgh  hia  herte  (716)  1574 

He  felte  a  cold  swerd  sodeynliohe  ^^e^ 
For  ire  he  qnook,  no  longer  wolde  he  Ijyde. 
And  whan  that  he  had  herd  Aroites  tale, 
As  he  were  wood,  with  face  deed  and  pale, 
He  sterte  him  np  out  of  the  bnakea  thiUce, 
And  eeyde :  *  Aroite,  fslae  traitonr  wikke. 
Now  artow  hent,  that  lovest  my  lady  ao. 
For  whom  that  I  have  al  this  peyne  and 

wo,  158a 

And  art  my  blood,  and  to  my  ooonaeil 

sworn. 
As  I  ftil  ofte  have  told  thee  heer-bifom. 
And  haat  by-japed  here  dnk  Theaena,  1585 
And  fidaly  channged  haat  thy  name  thna ; 
I  wol  be  deed,  or  ellea  thou  Bhalt  dye. 
Tbon  ahalt  nat  loye  my  l«dy  Emelye,  (730) 
But  I  wol  love  hir  on^,  and  name ; 
For  I  am  Palamoan,  thy  mortal  fo.     1590 
And  though  that  I  no  wepne  have  in  this 

place, 
Bat  ont  of  priaon  am  aatert  by  grace, 
I  drede  noght  that  onther  thoa  ahalt  dye. 
Or  thon  ne  ahalt  nat  loven  Emelye. 
Ghees  which  thou  wilt,  for  thou  ahalt  nat 
asterte.'  1595 

This  Aroite,  with  ful  deapitona  herte, 
V^han  he  him  knew,  and  hadde  hia  tale 

herd. 

As  ftera  aa  leonn,  pnlled  ont  a  awerd,  (740) 

And  aoyde  thna :  *  by  God  that  ait  above, 

Nere  it  that  thon  art  aih,  and  wood  for  love, 

And  eek  that  thoa  no  wepne  hast  in  thia 

place,  1601 

Thoa  aholdeat  never  ont  of  thia  grove  pace, 

That  thoa  ne  aholdeat  dyen  of  myn  bond. 

For  I  defye  the  aeurtee  and  the  bond 

Which  that  thoa  aeyat  that  I  have  maad 

to  thee.  1605 

What,  verray  fool,  think  wel  that  love  ia 

free,  (748) 


And  I  wol  love  hir,  mangre  ol  thy  might ! 
Bat,  A>r  aa  mnche  thon  art  a  worthy  knight , 
And  wilneat  to  darreyne  hir  by  batayle, 
Have  heer  my  troathe,  to-morwe  I  wol 
nat  fayle,  1610 

With-outen  witing  of  any  other  wight, 
That  here  I  wol  be  foanden  aa  a  knight, 
And  bringen  hameys  right  y-noogh  for 

thee; 
And  chees  the  beste,  and  leve  the  worste 

for  me. 
And  mete  and  drinke  thia  night  wol  I 
bringe  1615 

Y-nongh  for  thee,   and  dothea  for  thy 
beddinge.  -  (758) 

And,  if  ao  be  that  thoa  my  lady  winne, 
And  alee  me  in  thiawode  ther  I  am  inne, 
Thoa  mayat  wel  have  thy  lady,  aa  for  me.' 
Thia  Palamon  anawerde :    '  I  graante  it 
thee.'  1630 

And  thoa  they  been  departed  til  a-morwe, 
When  ech  of  hem  had  leyd  hia  feith  to 
borwe. 
O  Cupide,  oat  of  alle  charitee ! 
O  regne,  that  wolt  no  felawe  have  with 

theet 
Ful  Booth  ia  aeyd^  that  love  ne  lordahipe 
Wol  noght,  hia  thankea,  have  no  felawe- 
ahipe ;  1626 

Wel  finden  that  Arcite  and  Palamoan. 
Aroite  ia  riden  anon  an-to  the  toan,  (770) 
And  on  the  morwe,   er  it  were  dayea 

light, 
Fol  prively  two  hameya  hath  he  dight,  1630 
Bothe  auffiaaont  and  mete  to  darreyne 
The  batculle   in  the  feeld    bitwix  hem 

tweyne. 
And  on  hia  hora,  allone  aa  he  waa  bom. 
He  earieth  al  thia  hameya  him  bifom ; 
And  in  the  grove,  at  tyme  and  place  y-aet, 
Thia  Arcite  and  thia  Palamon  ben  met. 
Tho  ohaongen  gan  the  coloar  in  hir  face ; 
Bight  aa  the  hnnter  in  the  regne  of  Trace, 
That  stondeth  at  the  gappe  with  aapere, 
Whan  hanted  ia  the  leoan  or  the  here. 
And  hereth  him  come  mashing  in  the 
grevea,  (783)  1641 

And  breketh  bothe  bowes  and  the  lovea. 
And  thinketh,  *heer  cometh  my  mortel 

enemy, 
With-onte  faile,  he  moot  be  deed,  or  I ; 
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For  onther  I  mot  sleen  him  at  the  giappe, 
Or  he  mot  sleen  me,  if  that  me  miahappe : ' 
So    ferden    they,  in    channging  of  hir 

heve,  1647 

As  fer  as  everich  of  hem  other  knewe.  (790) 
Thor  nas  no  good  day,  ne  no  saining ; 
But  streight,  with-onten  word  or  rehersing, 
Everich  of  hem  halp  for  to  armen  other, 
As  ireendly  as  he  were  his  owne  brother ; 
And  after  that,  with  sharpe  speres  stronge 
They  foynen  ech  at  other  wonder  longe. 
Thon  mightest  wene  that  this  Palamonn 
In  his  fighting  were  a  wood  leoon,      1656 
And  as  a  cruel  tygre  was  Aroite : 
As  wilde  bores  gonne  they  to  smyte,  (800; 
That    frothen  yrhytd    as    foom  for    ire 

wood. 
Up  to  the  anole  foghte  they  in  hir  blood. 
And  in  this  wyae  I  lete  hem  fighting  dwelle; 
And  forth  I  wol  of  Theseus  yow  telle* 

The  destinee,  ministre  general, 
That  executeth  in  the  world  ovei^ 
The  purveyaunoe,  that  God  hath  seyn 

bifom,  1665 

So  strong  it  is,  that,  though  the  world 

had  sworn 
The  eontrarie  of  a  thing,  by  ye  or  nay. 
Yet  somtyme  it  shad  fallen  on  a  day  (810) 
That  falleth  nat  eft  with-inne  a  thousand 

yere. 
For  certeinly,  our  appetytes  here,       1670 
Be  it  of  werre,  or  pees,  or  hate,  or  love, 
Al  is  this  reuled  by  the  sighte  above. 
This  mene  I  now  by  mighty  Theseus, 
That  for  to  honten  is  so  desirous. 
And  namely  at  the  grete  hert  in  May,  1675 
That  in  his  bed  ther  daweth  him  no 

day. 
That  he  nis  clad,  and  redy  for  to  ryde 
With  hunte  and  horn,  and  houndes  him 

bisyde.  (820) 

For  in  his  hunting  hath  he  swich  delyt. 
That  it  is  al  his  joye  and  appetyt        1680 
To  been  him-self  the  grete  hertes  bane ; 
For  after  Mars  he  serveth  now  Diane. 

Cleer  was  the  day,  as  I  have  told  er  this. 
And  Theseus,  with  alle  joye  and  blis, 
With  his  Ipolita,  the  fayre  queue,       1685 
And  Emelye,  clothed  al  in  grene. 
On  hunting  be  they  riden  royally. 
And  to  the  grove,  that  stood  ful  faste  by, 


In  which  ther  was  an  hert,  as  men  him 

tolde,  (831) 

Duk    Theseus   the  Btreig:hte   wey   hath 

holde.  1690 

And  to  the  launde  he  rydeth  him  fill  right. 
For  thider  was  the  hert  wont  have  his 

flight, 
And  over  a  brook,  and  so  forth  on  his  weye. 
This  duk  wol  han  a  oours  at  him,  or  tweye, 
With  houndes,  swiohe  as  that  him  list 

comaunde.  1695 

And  whan  this  duk  was  oome  un-to  the 

launde. 
Under  the  sonne  he  loketh,  and  anon 
He  was  war  of  Arcite  and  Palamon,  (840) 
That  fonghten  breme,  as  it  were  bores  two ; 
Thebri^hteswerdeswenten  to  and  fro  1700 
So  hidously,  that  with  the  leeste  strook 
It  seemed  as  it  wolde  f elle  an  ook ; 
But  what  they  were,  no-thing  he  ne  woot. 
This  duk   his    courser  with  his  spores 

smoot. 
And  at  a  stert  he  was  bitwiz  hem  two,  1705 
And  pulled  out  a  swerd  and  cryed,  *ho  1 
Namore,  up  p^yne  of  lesing  of  your  heed. 
By  mighty  Mars,  he  shal  anon  be  deed,  (8150) 
That  smyteth  any  strook,  that  I  may  seen! 
But  telleth  me  what  mister  men  ye  been. 
That  been  so  hardy  for  to  fighten  here  171 1 
Wlth-outen  juge  or  other  officers. 
As  it  were  in  a  listes  royally  ?  * 

This  Palamon  answerde  hastily  . 
And  seyde :   *  sire,  what  nedeth  wordes 

mo?  1715 

We  have  the  deeth  deserved  botho  two^ 
Two  woful  wrecches  been  we,  two  cay> 

tyves,  (?59) 

That  been  enoombred  of  our  owne  lyvea ; 
And  as  thou  art  a  rightftd  lord  and  juge, 
Ne  yeve  us  neither  mercy  ne  reftige,   1720 
But  slee  me  first,  for  seynte  charitee ; 
But  slee  my  felawe  oek  as  wel  as  me. 
Or  slee  him  first;  for,  though  thou  knowe 

itlyte. 
This  is  thy  mortal  fo,  this  is  Arcite,    1794 
That  fro  thy  lond  is  banished  on  his  heed, 
For  which  lie  hath  deserved  to  be  deed. 
For  this  is  he  that  cam  un-to  thy  gate. 
And  seyde,  that  he  highte  Philostrate.  (870) 
Thus  hath  he  japed  thee  ful  many  a  yeer, 
And  thou  has  maked  him  thy  chief  sqnyer : 
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And  this  is  he  that  loveth  Exnelye.      173 1 
For  nth  the  day  is  oome  that  I  shal  dye, 
I  make  pleynly  my  confessiouxif 
That  I  am  thilke  wofal  Palamomi, 
That  hath  thy  prison  broken  ivikkedly. 
I  am  thy  mortal  fo,  and  it  am  I  1736 

That  loTeth  so  hote  Emelye  the  brighte, 
That  I  wol  dye  present  in  hir  sighte.  (880) 
Therfore  I  axe  deeth  and  my  jnvyae ; 
Bat  slee  my  felawe  in  the  same  wyse,  1740 
For  bothe  han  we  deserved  to  be  slayn.' 

This  worthy  duk  answerde  anon  agi^yn, 
And  seyde,  ^  This  is  a  short  eondusionn  : 
Yonre  owne  month,  by  your  confesdonn, 
Hath  dampned  yon,  and  I  wol  it  reoorde, 
It  nedeth  noght  to  pyne  yow  with  the 

corde.  1746 

Ye  shul  be  deed,  by  mighty  Mars  the 

rede!' 
The  quene  anon,  for  yerray  womman- 

hede,  (890) 

Oan  for  to  wepe,  and  so  dide  Emelye, 
And  alle  the  ladies  in  the  companye.  1750 
Oret  pitee  was  it,  as  it  thonghte  hem  alle, 
That  ever  swich  a  channoe  sholde  falle ; 
For  gentil  men  they  were,  of  greet  estat. 
And  no-thing  bat  for  love  was  this  debat ; 
And  sawe  hir  blody  woondes  wyde  and 

sore;  1755 

.Uid  alle  cryden,  bothe  lasse  and  more, 
'Have  mercy,  lord,  up-on  us  wommen 

alle!* 
And  on  hir  bare  knees  adoon  they  faJle, 
And  wolde  have  kist  his  feet  ther-as  he 

stood,  (901) 

Til  at  the  laste  aslaked  was  his  mood ;  1760 
For  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte. 
And  though  he  first  for  ire  quook  and 

sterte. 
He  hath  considered  shortly,  in  a  clause. 
The  trespaa  of  hem  bothe,  and  eek  the 

cause: 
And   al-thoagh   that    his   ire   hir    gilt 

accnsed,  (907)  1765 

Yot  in  his  reson  he  hem  bothe  excused  ; 
As  thus :  he  thoghte  wel,  that  every  man 
Wol  helpe  him-eelf  in  love,  if  that  he  can, 
And  eek  delivere  him-self  out  of  prisoon  ,* 
And  eek  his  herte  had  compaasionn  1770 
Of  wonmien,  for  they  wepen  ever  in  oon; 
And  in  his  gentil  herte  he  thoghte  anoon. 


And  softe  nn-to  himself  he  seyde :  '  fy 
Up^n  a  lord  that  wol  hare  no  merqy. 
Bat  been  a  leoon,  bothe  in  word  and 

dede,  1775 

To  hem  that  been  in  repentaonoe  and 

drede 
As  wel  as  to  a  prond  despitons  man  (919) 
That  wol  maynteyne  that  he  first  bigan  ! 
That  lord  hath  litel  of  disorecionn. 
That  in  swich  oas  can  no  divisioon,     1780 
Bat  weyeth  pryde  and  hnmblesse  after 

oon.' 
And  shortly,  whan  his  ire  is  thos  agoon, 
He  gan  to  loken  up  with  eyen  lighte, 
And    Bpak    thise   same    wordes   al    on 

highte: — 
'  The  god  of  love,  a !  benedicite,  1785 

How  mighty  and  how  greet  a  lord  is  he  ! 
Ayeins    his   might    ther  gayneth  none 

obstacles, 
He  may  be  cleped  a  god  for  his  miracles ; 
For  he  can  maken  at  his  owne  gyse    (931) 
Of  everich  herte,  as  that  him  list  devyse. 
Lo  heer,  this  Arcite  and  this  Palamoan, 
That  qnitly  weren  oat  of  my  prisoon^  1792 
And  mighte  han  lived  in  Thebes  ro^^Ily, 
And  witen  I  ani  hir  mortal  enemy, 
And  that  hir  deeth  lyth  in  my  might 

also;  1795 

And  yet  hath  love,  maogree  hir  ej^n  two, 
Y-broght  hem  hider  bothe  for  tc  dye ! 
Now  loketh,  is  nat  that  an  heigh  folye? 
Who  may  been  a  fool,  bat-ifhelove?  (941) 
Bihold,  for  Gk)ddes  sake  that  sit  above,  1800 
Se  how  they  blede !  be  they  noght  wel 

arrayed? 
Thus    hath  hir   lord,  the  god  of  love, 

y-payed 
Hir  wages  and  hir  fees  for  hir  servyse ! 
And  yet  they  wenen  for  to  been  fal  wyse 
That  serven  love,  for  aoght  that  may 

bifalle !  1805 

Bat  this  is  yet  the  beste  game  of  alle, 
That  she,  for  whom  they  han  this  jolitee. 
Can  hemther-for  as  mnche  thanJk  as  me ; 
She  woot  namore  of  al  this  hote  fare,  (951) 
By  Gtod,  than  woot  a  cokkow  or  an  hare ! 
Bat  al  mot  been  assayed,  hoot  and  cold ; 
A  man  mot  been  a  fool,  or  yong  or  old ; 
I  woot  it  by  my-eelf  fol  yore  agoon  ;    181 3 
For  in  ixxy  tyme  a  servant  was  I  oon. 
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And  therfore,  sin  I  knowe  of  loves  peyne, 
And  woot  how  sore  it  oan  a  man  distreyne, 
As  he  that  hath  ben  oan^ht  ofte  in  his  las, 
I  yow  foiyeve  al  hoolly  this  trespas,  (960) 
Atreqnesteof  the  quenethat  kneleth  here, 
.And  eek  of  Emelye,  my  suster  dere.   i8jo 
.^d  ye  shnl  bothe  anon  nn-to  me  swere, 
That  never-mo  ye  shnl  my  oontree  dere, 
Ne  make  werre  np-on  me  night  ne  day. 
Bat  been  my  fireendes  in  al  that  ye  may ; 
I  yow  foryeve  this  trespas  every  deL'  1825 
And  they  him  swore  his  axing  fayre  and 

wel, 
And  him  of  lordshipe  and  of  mercy  preyde. 
And  he  hem  graonteth  grace,  and  thus  he 

seyde :  (970) 

*  To  speke  of  royal  linage  and  riohesse. 

Though  that  she  were  a  quene  or  a  prin- 

oesse,  1830 

Ech  of  yow  bothe  is  worthy,  doutelees, 
To  wedden  whan  tyme  is,  bnt  nathelees 
I  speke  as  for  my  snster  Emelye, 
For  whom  ye  have  this  stryf  and  jelongye; 
Ye  wootyonr-«elf,  she  may  not  wedden  two 
At  ones,  though  ye  fighten  ever-mo  :  1836 
Thalf  oon  of  yow,  al  be  him  looth  or  leef. 
He  moot  go  pypen  in  an  iv^-leef ;       (980) 
This  is  to  seyn,  she  may  nat  now  ban 

bothe, 
Al  be  ye  never  so  jeloos,  ne  so  wrothe.  1840 
.Ajid  for-thy  I  yow  pntte  in  this  degree, 
That  ech  of  yow  shal  have  his  destinee 
Aa  him  is  ^tiape ;  and  herkneth  in  what 


Ix>,  heer  yonr  ende  of  that  I  shal  devj^se. 
My  wil  is  this,  for  plat  oonclnsioon,  1845 
With-onten  any  replicacionn, 
If  that  yow  lyketh,  tak  it  for  the  beste. 
That  everich  of  yow  shal  gon  wher  him 

leste  (990) 

Frely,  with-onten  rannson  or  daonger ; 
And  this  day  fifty  wykes,  fer  ne  ner,  1850 
Everich  of  yow  shal  bringe  an  hundred 

knightee, 
Armed  for  listes  up  at  alle  rightes, 
Al  redy  to  darreyne  hir  by  bataille. 
And  this  bihote  I  yow,  with-outen  faille, 
Up-on  my  trouthe,  and  as  I  am  a  knight, 
That  whether  of  yow  bothe  that  hath 

mighty  (998)  1856 

This  is  to  seyn,  that  whether  he  or  thou 


Hay  with  his  hundred,  as  I  spak  of  now, 
Sleen  his  contrarie,  or  out  of  listes  dxyve. 
Him  shal  I  yeve  Emelya  to  wyve,  i860 
To  whom  that  fortune  yeveth  00  fiur  a 

grace. 
The  listes  shal  I  maken  in  this  place, 
And  God  so  wisly  on  my  soule  rewe, 
Aa  I  shal  even  juge  been  and  trewe.    1864 
Ye  shnl  non  oi^er  ende  with  me  maken, 
That  oon  of  yowne  shal  be  deed  ortaken. 
And  if  yow  thinketh  this  is  wel  y-sayd, 
Seyeth  yonr  avys,  and  holdeth  yow  apey  d. 
This  is  your  ende  and  3^our  condusioan.' 
Who  loketh  lightly  now  but  Falamonn? 
Who  springeth  upfor  joye  bnt  Aroite?  1871 
Who  couthe  telle,  or  who  oouthe  it  endyte, 
The  joye  that  is  maked  in  the  plaoe 
Whan  Theseus  hath  doon  so  fair  a  grace? 
But  doun  on  knees  wente  every  maner 
wight,  1875 

And  thanked  him  with  al  her  herte  and 

might. 
And  nam^  the  Thebaas  ofte  sythe. 
And  thus  with  good  hope  and  with  herte 
blythe  (louo) 

They  take  hir  leve,  and  horn-ward  gonne 

they  ryde 
To  Thebes,  with  his  olde  walles  wyde.  1880 
Explicit  aecnnda  para. 
Sequitnr  para  terda. 
I  trowe  men  wolde  deme  it  nedigence, 
If  I  foiyete  to  tellen  the  dispenoe 
Of  Theseus,  that  goth  so  biaily 
To  maken  up  the  listes  royally ; 
That  Bwich  a  noble  theatre  as  it  was,  1885 
I  dar  wel  seyn  that  in  this  world  ther 

naa. 
The  circuit  a  myle  was  aboute,  (1099; 

Walled  of  stoon,  and  diched  al  with-oute. 
Bound  was  the  shap,  in  maner  of  oompas, 
Fulof  degrees,  theheigfate  of  sixty  pea,  1890 
That,  whan  a  man  was  set  on  o  degree, 
He  letted  nat  his  felawe  for  to  see. 
Est-ward  ther  stood  a  gate  of  marbel 
whyt. 
West-ward,  right  swich  another  in  the 
opposit.  1894 

And  shortly  to  oonduden,  swich  a  place 
Was  noon  in  erthe,  as  in  so  iitel  space ; 
For  in  the  lond  ther  nas  no  craf^  man, 
That  geometrie  or  arv-motrik  can,    (1040) 
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Ke  poitre^iir,  ne  kerver  of  inuigea, 
That  Theseofl  ne  yof  him  mete  and  wages 
The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  devyw.  1901 
And  for  to  doon  his  lyte  and  saorifyBe, 
He  est-ward  hath,  npK>n  the  gate  above, 
In  worship  <if  Yenus,  goddesse  of  love, 
I>on  make  an  anter  and  an  oratorio ;  1905 
And    west-ward,  in  the  minde  and  in 

memoiie 
Of  Mars,    he  maked  hath  right  swich 

another, 
That  coste  hugely  of  gold  a  fother.   (1050) 
And  north-ward,  in  a  tonret  on  the  wal, 
Of  alabastre  whyt  and  reed  ooral        1910 
An  oratorie  rlche  for  to  see, 
In  worship  of  Dyane  of  ohastitee, 
Hath  Theseus  don  wroght  in  noble  wyae. 

Bat  yet  hadde  I  foiyeten  to  devyse 
The  noble  kerving,  and  the  portreitnres, 
The  shap,  the  conntenaance,  and   the 

figures,  1916 

That  weren  in  thise  oratories  three. 
First  in  the  temple  of  Yenns  maystow 

see  (1060) 

Wroght  on  the  wal,  fU  pitons  to  biholde, 
The  broken  slepes,  and  the  sykes  colde ; 
The  sacred  teres,  and  the  waymenting ; 
The  fyry  strokes  of  the  desiring,  1932 

That  loves  servannts  in  this  lyf  endoren ; 
The  othes,  that  hir  covenants  aasoren ; 
Piesannce  and  hope,  desyr,  fool-hardi- 

nesse,  1925 

Beaatee  and  yonthe,  banderie,  richesse, 
Charmes  and  force,  lesinges,  flateiye, 
r>ispense,  bi^ynesse,  and  jelonsye,     (1070) 
That  wered  of  yelwe  goldes  a  gerland, 
.Ajod  a  ookkow  sitting  on  hir  hand ;     1930 
Festes,  instroments,  caroles,  daonoes, 
I^nst  and  array,  and  alle  the  circnm- 

stannces 
Of  love,  whiche  that  I  rekne  and  rekne 

shal, 
By  ordre  weren  peynted  on  the  wal,  1934 
And  mo  than  I  can  make  of  mencionn, 
For  soothly,  al  the  mount  of  Citheroon, 
Ther  Yenns  hath  hir  principal  dwelling, 
Was  shewed  on  the  wal  in  portreying. 
With  al  the  gardin,  and  the  lostinesse. 
Nat  was  foiyeten  the  porter  Ydelnesse, 
Ke  Karcisns  the  faire  of  yore  agon,     1941 
Ne  yet  the  folye  of  king  Salamon,    (1084) 


Ne  yet  the  grete  strengthe  of  Hercules— 
Th'enchauntemctatsof  Medeaand  Circes — 
Ne  of  Tomus,  with  the  hardy  fiers  oorage, 
The  riche  Cresus,  caytif  in  servage.  1946 
Thus    may   ye    seen   that    wisdom    ne 

richesM, 
Beautee  ne  sleighte,  strangthe,  ne  hardi- 

nesse,  (,090) 

Ke  may  with  Yenus  holde  ohampartye ; 
For  as  hir  list  the  world  than  may  she 

gye.  1950 

Lo,   alle  thise  folk  so  caught  were  in 

hir  las, 
Til  thoy  for  wo  ftU  ofbe  seyde  '  alias ! ' 
Su£^ceth  heer  ensamples  oon  or  two, 
And  though  I  coude  rekne  a  thousand  mo. 
The  statue  of  Yenus,  glorious  for  to  see. 
Was  naked  fleting  in  the  laige  see,     1956 
And  fro  the  navele    doun   all  covered 

was 
With  wawes  grene,  and  brighte  as  any 

glas.  (iioo) 

A  citole  in  hir  right  hand  hadde  she. 
And  on  hir  heed,  ful  semely  for  to  see,  i960 
A  rose  gerland,  fresh  and  wel  smellinge ; 
Above  hir  heed  hir  dowves  fiikeringe. 
Bifom  hir  stood  hir  aone  Cnpido, 
Upon  his  shuldres  winges  hadde  he  two ; 
And  blind  he  was,  as  it  is  ofte  sene ;   1965 
A  bowe  he  bar  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene. 
YThy  sholde  I  noght  as  wel  eek  telle 

yow  al 
The  portreiture,  that  was  up-on  the  wal 
With-inne  the  temple  of  mighty  Mars  the 

rede?  (nu) 

Al  peynted  was  the  wal,  in  lengthe  and 

brede,  1970 

Lyk  to  the  estres  of  the  grisly  place, 
That  highte  the  grete  temple  of  Mars  in 

Trace, 
In  thilke  colde  ftosty  regioxm, 
Ther-as  Mars  hath  his  sovereyn  mansioun. 
First  on  the  wal  was  peynted  a  foreste. 
In  which  ther  dwelleth  neither  man  ne 

beste,  1976 

With  knotty  knarry  bareyn  treta  olde 
Of  stubbes  sharpe  and  hidous  to  biholde ; 
In  which  ther  ran  a  rombel  and  a  swough, 
As  though  a  storm  sholde  bresten  every 

bough :  1980 
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And  downward  firom  an  billa,  nnder  a 

bente,  (1133)  1981 

Ther  stood  the    temple  of  Mars  aimi- 

potente, 
Wroght   al   of  bomed  steel,  of  which 

thentree 
Was  long  and  strait,  and  gastly  for  to  see. 
And  ther-ont  oam  a  rage  and  such  a  vese. 
That  it  made  al  the  gates  for  to  reee.  1986 
The  northren  light  in  at  the  doree  shoon, 
For  windowe  on  the  wal  ne  was  ther  noon, 
Thnrgh  which  men  mighten  any  light 

disceme.  ("30 

The  dores  were  alle  of  adamant  eteme, 
Y-clenched  OTerthwart  and  endelong  1991 
With  iren  tongh;  and,  for  to  make  it 

strong, 
Every  piler,  the  temple  to  snstene, 
Was  tonne-greet,  of  iron  bright  and  shene. 
Thor  saogh  I  first  the  derke  imagining 
Of  felonye,  and  al  the  compassing ;     1996 
The  cmel  ire,  reed  as  any  glede  ;       (1139) 
The  pykepnrs,  and  eek  the  pale  drede ; 
The  smyler  with  the  knyf  nnderthe  cloke ; 
The    shepne    brenning  with  the   blake 

smoke ;  aooo 

The  treson  of  the  mordring  in  the  bedde ; 
The  open  werre,  with  woondes   al    bi- 

bledde ; 
Contek,    with    Uody   knyf    and    sharp 

manace; 
Al  ftd  of  chirking  was  that  soiy  place. 
The  sleere  of  him-self  yet  saogh  I  ther,  2005 
His  herte-blood  hath  bathed  al  his  heer; 
The  nayl  y-driTen  in  the  abode  a-night ; 
The  colde  deeth,  with  month  gaping  np- 

right.  (1150) 

Amiddes  of  the  temple  sat  meschannoe. 
With  disconfort  and  sory  oontenannce. 
Yet  saugh  I  woodnesse  laughing  in  his 

rage;  aoii 

Armed   compleint,    ont-hees,    and    fiers 

outrage. 
The  oareyne  in  the  bnsh,  with  throte 

y-corve: 
A  thousand  slayn,  and  nat   of   qnalm 

y«atorve ;  3014 

The  tirannt,  with  the  prey  by  force  y-raffc; 
The  tonn  destroyed,  ther  was  no-thing  laft. 
Yet  saugh  I  brent  the  shippes  hoppesteres; 
The  hunte  strangled  with  the  wUde  bezes : 


The  sowe  ftvten  the  child  right  in  the 

cradel;  (1161) 

The  cook  y-scalded,  for  al  his  longe  ladeL 
Noght  was  foryeten  by  th'infortnne  of 

Marte;  aoai 

The  carter  oyer-riden  with  his  carte, 
Under  the  wheel  fnl  lowe  he  lay  adonn. 
Ther  were  also,  of  Martes  divisionn, 
The  harbour,  and  the  booher,  and  the 

smith  ao35 

That  foigeth  aharpe  swerdes  on  his  stith. 
And  al  above,  depeynted  in  a  tour,  (1169) 
Saw  I  conquest  sittings  in  greet  honoor, 
With  the  sharpe  swerde  over  his  heed 
Hanginge  by  a  sotil  twynes  threed.    x>3o 
Depeynted  was  the  slanghtre  of  Julius, 
Of  grete  Kero,  and  of  Antonius ; 
Al  be  that  thilke  tyme  they  were  unborn. 
Yet  was  hir  deeth  depeynted  ther-biforn. 
By  manasinge  of  Mars,  right  by  figure  ; 
So  was  it  shewed  in  that  portreiture 
As  is  depesmted  in  the  sterres  above,  (i  179) 
Who  shal  be  slayn  or  elles  deed  for  love. 
Sufiyceth  oon  ensample  in  stories  olde, 
I  may  not  rekne  hem  alle,  thogh  I  wolde. 
The  statue  of  Kars  up-6n  a  carte  stood, 
Armed,  and  loked  grim  as  he  were  wood ; 
And  over  his  heed  ther  shynen  two  fignres 
Of  sterres,  that  been  clei>ed  in  scriptnres, 
That  oon  PueUa,  that  other  Rubeusw  2045 
This  god  of  armes  was  arrayed  thus : — 
A  wolf  ther  stood  bifom  him  at  his  feet 
With  eyen  rede,  and  of  a  man  he  eet ;  (i  190) 
With  sotil  penoel  was  depeynt  this  storie. 
In  redoutinge  of  Mars  and  of  his  gloria. 

Now  to  the  temple  of  Diane  the  ohaate 
As  shortly  as  I  can  I  wol  me  haste,      905a 
To  telle  yow  al  the  descripcioun. 
Depeynted  been  the  waUes  up  and  doan 
Of  hunting  and  of  shamfast  chastitee.  2055 
Ther  saugh  I  how  wofnl  Oalistopee,  ( 1 198 : 
Whan  that  Diane  agreved  was  with  here. 
Was  turned  ftom  a  womman  til  a  bere. 
And  after  was  she  maad  the  lode-stenne ; 
Thus  was  it  peynt,  I  can  say  yvw  no 

ferre;  ao6o 

Hir  sone  is  eek  a  sterre,  as  men  may  seeu 
Ther  saugh  I  Dane,  y-tnmed  til  a  tree, 
I  mene  nat  the  goddesse  Diane, 
But  PenneuB  donghter,  which  thathl^lite 

Dane.  ^064 
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Ther  san^h  I  Attheon  an  hert  y-maked, 
Por  vengeannce  that  he  sangh  Diane  al 

naked; 
I  satigh  how  that  his  honndee  have  him 

caoghi, 
And  £reten  him,  for  that  thejknewe  him 

nanifht.  (»io) 

Tet  peynted  was  a  litel  forther-moor, 
How  Atthalante  hunted  the  wilde  hoor. 
And  ICeleagre,  and  many  another  mo,  2071 
Por  which  Diane  wroghte  him  care  and  wo. 
Ther  sangh  I  many  another  wonder  gtorie, 
The    whiche   me    list   nat    dxawen    to 

memorie.  ^074 

This  goddesse  on  an  hert  ftil  hye  seet, 
With  smale  hoondes  al  abonte  hir  feet ; 
And  nndemethe  hir  feet  she  hadde  a 

mone,  (1219) 

Wezing  it  was,  and  sholde  wanie  sone. 
In  gande  grene  hir  statue  olothed  was, 
With  bowe  in  honde,  and  arwes  in  a  oas. 
Hir  eyen  caste  she  fhl  lowe  adonn,      ao8i 
Ther  Flnto  hath  his  derke  r^oon. 
A  womman  travailinge  was  hir  bifom, 
Bnt,  for  hir  child  so  longe  was  nnbom, 
Pnl  pitonsly  Lncyna  gan  she  caUe,      J085 
And  seyde,  *  help,  for  then  mayst  best  of 

alle.' 
Wei  conthe   he  peynten    lyfly   that   it 

wroghte,  (i^^) 

With  many  a  florin  he  the  hewes  boghte. 

Now   been    thise    listes    maad,    and 

Theseus, 
That  at  his  grete  cost  arrayed  thus    2090 
The  temples  and  the  theatre  every  del, 
Whan  it  was  doon,  him  lyked  wonder 

weL 
Bat  stinte  I  wol  of  Theseus  a  lyte, 
And  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite. 

The  day  approcheth  of  hir  retouminge, 
That  everich  sholde  an  hundred  knightes 

brings,  2096 

Ihe  bataiUe  to  damyne,  as  I  yow  tolde ; 
And  til  Athdnes,  hir  covenant  for  to  holde. 
Hath  everich  of  hem  broght  an  hundred 

knightes  (1241) 

Wei  armed  for  the  werre  at  alle  rightes. 
And  sikerly,  ther  trowed  many  a  man  ^loz 
That  never,  sithen  that  the  world  bigan, 
As  for  to  speke  of  knighthod  of  hir  hond, 
As  fer  as  Ood  hath  makad  see  or  lond, 


Kas,  of  so  fewe,  so  noble  a  companye.  2105 
For  every  wight  that  lovede  chivalrye, 
And  wolde,  his  thankes,  han  a  passant 

name, 
Hath  preyed  that  he  mighte  ben  of  that 

game;  (1250) 

And  wel  was  him,  that  ther-to  chosen  was. 
For  if  ther  fille  to-morwe  swich  a  cas,  21 10 
Ye  knowen  wel,  that  every  lusty  knight, 
That  loveth  paramours,  and   hath   his 

might, 
Were  it  in  Engelond,  or  elles-where. 
They  wolde,  hir  thankes,  wilnen  to  be 

there.     . 
To  fighte  for  a  lady,  b&n^cUe  !  2 1 15 

It  were  a  lusty  sighte  for  to  eee. 

And  right  ao  ferden  they  with  Palamon. 
With  him  ther  wenten  knightes  many 

oon ;  (i3^) 

Som  wol  ben  armed  in  an  habeigeoun, 
In  a  brest-plat  and  in  a  light  gipoun ;  2120 
And  somme  woln  have  a  peyre  plates 

large; 
And  somme  woln  have  a  Pmoe  sheld,  or  a 

targe; 
Somme  woln  benarmed  on  hirlegges  weel, 
And  have  an  ax,  and  somme  a  mace  of 

steeL  2124 

Ther  nis  no  newe  gyse,  that  it  nas  old. 
Armed  were  they,  as  I  have  you  tdd, 
Everich  after  his  opinioun. 
Ther  nudstow  seen  coming  with  Palsr 

moun  (1370) 

Ligurge  him-self,  the  grete  king  of  Trace ; 
Blak  was  his  herd,  and  manly  was  his 

fkoe. 
The  oerdes  of  his  eyen  in  his  heed,     2131 
They  gloweden  bitwise  yelow  and  reed  * 
And  lyk  a  griffon  loked  he  aboute, 
With  kempe  heres  on  his  browes  stonte  ; 
His  limes  grete,  his  braunes  harde  and 

stronge,  2135 

His  shuldres  brode,  his  armes  rounde  and 

longe. 
And  as  the  gyse  was  in  his  contree, 
Ful  hye  up-on  a  char  of  gold  stood  he, 
With  foure  whyte  boles  in  the  trays.  (1281) 
In-stede  of  cote^aimure  over  his  hamays, 
With  nayles  yelwe  and  brighte  as  any 

gold,  2i4t 

He  hadde  a  beres  skin,  od-blak,  far-old. 
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Hi8  longe  heer  was  kembd  bihindd  his  bak, 
Afl  any  xavenes  fether  it  shoon  for-blak : 
A  wrethe   of  gold   arm-greet,   of  huge 

"wighte,  3145 

Upon  his  heed,  set  ftil  of  stones  brighte, 
Of  fyne  mbies  and  of  dyamaonts. 
Abonte    his   char    ther  wenten   whyte 

alannts,  (1290) 

Twenty  and  mo,  as  grete  as  any  steer, 
To  honten  at  the  leonn  or  the  deer,     9150 
And     folwed    him,    with    mosel    faste 

y>bonnde, 
Colers  of  gold,  and  torets  fyled  roonde. 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  in  his  route 
Armed  ftd  wel,  with  hertee  steme  and 

stonte. 
With  Arcita,  in  stories  as  men  finde,  3155 
The  grete  Zhnetreus,  the  king  of  Inde, 
Up^n  a  stede  bay^  trapped  in  steel, 
Covered  in  doth  of  gold  dlapred  weel,  (1300) 
Cam  ryding  lyk  the  god  of  armea.  Mars. 
His  oote-annnre  was  of  cloth  of  Tars,  a  160 
Coached  with  perles  whyte  and  xonnde 

and  grete. 
His  sadel  was  of  brend  gold  newe  y-bete ; 
A  mantelet  upon  his  shnldre  hanginge 
Bret-fol  of  rabies  rede,  as  fyr  sparklinge. 
His  crispe  heer  lyk  ringes  wasy-ronne,  2 165 
And  tha,t  was  yelow,  and  glitered  as  the 

Sonne. 
His  nose  was  heigh,  his  eyen  bright  oitiyn, 
His  lippes  roonde,  his  colour  was  sangwsm, 
A  fewe  fraknes  in  his  face  y-spreynd,  (131 1) 
Betwixen  yelow  and  somdel  blak  y-meynd, 
And  as  a  leonn  he  his  loking  caste.      2171 
Of  fyve  and  twenty  yeer  his  age  I  caste. 
His  herd  was  wel  bigonne  for  to  springe ; 
His  voys  was  as  a  trompe  thunderinge. 
Up-on  his  heed  he  wered  of  laurer  grene 
A  garland  fresh  and  lusty  for  to  sene.  3 1 76 
Up-on  his  hand  he  bar,  for  his  deduyt, 
An  egle  tame,  as  eny  lilie  whyt.        (1330) 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  with  him 

there, 
Al  armed,  sauf  hir  heddes,  in  al  hir  gere, 
Ful  richely  in  alle  maner  thinges.       aiSt 
For  trusteth  wel,  that  dukes,  erles,  kinges, 
Were  gadered  in  this  noble  companye, 
For  love  and  for  enorees  of  chivalrye. 
Aboute  this  king  ther  ran  on  every  part 
Ful  many  a  tame  leoon  and  lepart.    ai86 


And  in  this  wjrse  thise  lordes,  alle  and 

some, 
Ben  on  the  Sonday  to  the  citee  come  (1330) 
Aboute  pryme,  and  in  the  toon  alight. 
This  Theseus,  this   duk,  this  worthy 

knight,  3190 

Whan  he  had  bro^t  hem  in-to  his  oitee, 
And  inned  hem,  everioh  in  his  degree, 
He  f^steth  hem,  and  dooth  so  greet  labour 
To  esen  hem,  and  doon  hem  ad  honour, 
That  yet  men  weneth  that  no  mannes  wit 
Of  noon  estat  ne  ooude  amenden  it.    3195 
The  minstraloye,  the  service  at  the  fesbe, 
The  grete  yiftes  to  the  moste  and  leste. 
The  riche  array  of  Theseus  paleys,    (1341) 
Ne  who  sat  fixst  ne  last  up-on  the  deys, 
What  ladies  fiurest  been  or  bestdannsinge, 
Or  which  of  hem  can  daunoen  best  and 

singe,  3ac3 

Ne  who  most  felingly  speketh  of  love  : 
What  haukes  sitten  on  the  perche  above, 
What  houndes  Uggen  on  the  floor  adoun : 
Of  al  this  make  I  now  no  mencioun ;  2306 
But  al  th'eifeot,  that  thinketh  me  the 

beste; 
Now  oomth  the  'poynt^  and  herkneth  if 

yow  leste.  (»35o) 

The  Sonday  night,  er  day  bigan   to 

springe. 
When  Palamon  the  larke  herde  singe,  2210 
Although  it  nere  nat  day  by  houres  two, 
Yet  song  the  larke,  and  Pfedamon  also. 
With  holy  herte,  and  with  an  heigh  corage 
He  roos,  to  wenden  on  his  pilgrimage 
Un-to  the  blisful  Citherea  benigne,     2315 
I  mene  Venus,  honorable  and  digne. 
And  in  hir  houre  he  walketh  forth  a  pas 
Un-to  the  listes,  ther  hir  templerwas,  (i36o» 
And  doun  he  kneleth,  and  with  humble 

chore  2219 

And  herte  soor,  he  seyde  as  ye  shul  herQ. 

Faireste  of  faire,  o  lady  myn,  Venus, 
Doughter  to  Jove  and  spouse  of  Vulcanus. 
Thou  glader  of  the  mount  of  Githeroun, 
For  thilke  love  thou  haddest  to  Adoun, 
Have  pitee  of  my  bittre  teres  smerte,  3225 
And  tak  myn  humble  preyer  at  thyn  herta 
Alias  \  I  ne  have  no  langage  to  telle(i369) 
Th'effectes  ne  the  torments  of  myn  helle : 
Myn  herte  may  myne  harmes  nat  biwr^ye; 
I  am  so conftis,  that  lean  noght  s^e.  2230 
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But  m«xcy,  lady  bright,  that  knoweetweel 
Ify  thought,  and  seest  what  haxmes  that 

I  feel, 
Conaidere  al  thia,  and  rewe  np-on  my 

sore, 
Aa  wialy  as  I  shal  for  evermore,  2234 

Emfinth  my  might,  thy  trewe  servant  be, 
And  holden  werre  alwey  with  ohastitee ; 
That  TDak»  I  myn  avow,  so  ye  me  helpe. 
I  kepe  noght  of  amies  for  to  yelpe,  (1380) 
No  I  ne  axe  nat  to-morwe  to  have  victorie, 
Ne  renoon  in  this  eas,  ne  veyne  glorie  2240 
Of  pria  of  armea  blowen  up  and  donn, 
Bnt  I  wolde  have  fttlly  possessionn 
Of  Emelye,  and  dye  in  thy  servyse ; 
Pind  than  the  maner  how,  and  in  what 


I  reoche  nat,  bat  it  may  bettre  be,      2245 
To  have  victorie  of  hem,  or  they  of  me, 
So  that  I  have  my  hhdy  in  myne  azmes. 
For  though  so  be  that  Mars  is  god  of 
armes,  (i3S^) 

Toor  vertn  is  so  greet  in  hevene  above. 
That,  if  yow  list,  I  shal  wel  have  my  love. 
Thy  temple  wol  I  worshipe  evermo,    2251 
And  on  thyn  auter,  wher  I  ryde  or  go, 
I  wol  don  sacrifioe,  and  i^res  bete. 
And  if  ye  wol  nat  so,  my  lady  swete,  225^ 
Than  pr^ye  I  thee,  to-morwe  with  a  spere 
That  Aroita  me  thnxgh  the  herte  here. 
Thanne  rekke  I  noght,  whan  I  have  lost 

BayW  (1399) 

Though  that  Axcita  winne  hir  to  his  wyf. 
This  is  th'eifeot  and  ende  of  my  preyere, 
Yif  me  my  love,  thou  blisftd  lady  dere.' 

Whan  th'orisoiin  was  doon  of  Palamon, 
His  sacrifloe  he  dide,  and  that  anon  2262 
Fol  pitonsly,  with  alls  cironmstannoes, 
Al  telle  I  noght  aa  now  his  observannoes. 
Bat  atte  laste  the  statue  of  Venns  shook, 
And  made  a  sdgne,  whereby  that  he  took 
That  his  preyere  accepted  was  that  day. 
For  thogh  the  signe  shewed  a  delay,  (1410) 
Tet  wiste  he  wel  that  graunted  was  his 

bone; 
And  with  glad  herte  he  wente  him  hoom 
taX  sone.  2270 

The  thridde  houre  inequal  that  Palamon 
Bigan  to  Venus  temple  for  to  goon. 
Up  roos  the  Sonne,  and  up  roos  Emelye, 
And  to  the  temple  of  Diane  gan  hye. 


Hir  maydens,  that  she  thider  with  hir 

ladde,  2275 

Ful  redily  with  hem  the  fyr  they  hadde, 
Th*enoens,  the  clothes,  and  the  remenant 

al 
That  to  the  saorifyoe  longen  shal ;  (1420) 
The  homes  Aille  of  meth,  as  was  the  gyse ; 
Ther  lakked  noght  to  doon  hir  sacriijyse. 
Smoking  the  temple,  tal  of  clothes  fidre, 
This  Emelye,  with  herte  debonaire,  2282 
Hir  body  wessh  with  water  of  a  welle ; 
But  how  she  dide  hir  xyte  I  dar  nat  t^o, 
But  it  be  any  thing  in  general ;  2285 

And  yet  it  were  a  game  to  heren  al ; 
To  him   that  meneth  wel,  it  were  no 

charge : 
But  it  is  good  a  man  ben  at  his  large.  (1430) 
Hir  brighte  heer  was  kempt,  untressed  al ; 
A  ooroune  of  a  grene  00k  oerial  2290 

Up-on  hir  heed  was  set  ftil  fair  and  mete. 
Two  fyres  on  the  auter  gan  she  bete. 
And  dide  hir  thinges,  aamen  may  biholde 
In  Staoe  of  Thebes,  and  thise  bokes  olde. 
Whan  kindled  was  the  fyr,  with  pitous 

chere  2295 

Un-to  Diane  she  spak,  as  ye  may  here. 

*  O  chaste  goddesse  of  the  wodes  grene, 
To  whom  boihe  heven  and  erthe  and  see 

is  sene,  (1440) 

Queue  of  the  regno  of  Pluto  derk  and 

lowe, 
Goddesse  of  maydens,  that  myn  herte  hast 

knowe  2300 

Ful  many  ayeer,  and  woost  what  I  desire, 
As  keep  me  fro  thy  vengeaunoe  and  thyn 

ire. 
That  Attheou  aboughte  cruelly. 
Chaste  goddesse,  wel  wostow  that  I 
Desire  to  been  a  mayden  al  my  lyf ,    2305 
Ne  never  wol  I  be  no  love  ne  wy£ 
I  am,  thou  woost,  yet  ot  thy  oompanye, 
A  mayde,  and  love  hunting  and  veneiye, 
And  for  to  walken  in  the  wodes  wilde. 
And  noght  to  been  a  wyf,  and  be  with 

childe.  (145a)  2310 

Noght  wol  I  knowe  oompanye  of  man. 
Now  help  me,  lady,  sith  ye  may  and  can, 
For  tho  thre  formes  that  thou  hast  in  thee. 
And  Palamon,  that  hath  swich  love  to  mo. 
And  eek  Aroite,  that  loveth  me  so  sore, 
This  grace  I  preye  thee  with-oute  more, 
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Afl  sende  love  and  pees  bitwixe  hem  two ; 
And  fro  me  tame  awey  fair  hertes  bo,  (1460) 
That  al  hir  hote  love,  and  hir  desyr, 
And  al  hir  bisy  torment,  and  hir  fyr  a^ao 
Be  qneynt,  or  turned  in  another  place ; 
And  if  so  be  thon  -wolt  not  do  me  grace, 
Or  if  my  destinee  be  shapen  so, 
That  I  shal  nodes  have  oon  of  hem  two, 
As  sende  me  him  that  most  desireth  me. 
Bihold,  goddesse  of  dene  chastitee,     2326 
The  bittre  teres  that  on  my  chekes  falle. 
Sin  thon  are  mayde,  and  keper  of  ns  alle, 
My   maydenhede   thou   kepe   and    wel 

conserve,  (1471) 

And  whyl  I  live  a  mayde,  I  wol  thee 

serve.'  2330 

The  fyres  brenne  npK>n  the  anter  clere, 
Whyl  Emelye  was  thns  in  hir  preyere ; 
Bnt  sodeinly  she  saugh  a  sighte  qneynte, 
For  right  anon  oon  of  the  iyree  qneynte, 
And  qniked  agayn,  and  after  that  anon 
That  other  fyr  was  qneynt,  and  al  agon ; 
And  as  it  qneynte,  it  made  a  whistelinge, 
As  doon  thise  wete  brondes  in  hir  bren- 

ninge,  (1480) 

And  at  the  brondes  ende  ont-ran  anoon 
As  it  were  blody  dropes  many  oon  ;    2340 
For  which  so  sore  agast  was  Emelye, 
That  she  was  wel  ny  mad,  and  gan  to  cxye, 
For  she  ne  wiste  what  it  signifyed ; 
Bnt  only  for  the  fere  thns  hath  she  cryed. 
And  weep,  that  it  was  pitee  for  to  here. 
And  ther-with-al  Diane  gan  appere,  2346 
With  bowe  in  hond,  right  as  an  hnnter^ 

esse, 
And  seyde:  'Doghter,  stint  thyn  hevi- 

nesse.  (1490) 

Among  the  goddes  hye  it  is  affermed^ 
And  by  eteme  word  write  and  conf ermed, 
Thon  shalt  ben  wedded  nn-to  oon  of  tho 
That  han  for  thee  so  mnchel  care  and  wo ; 
But  nn-to  which  of  hem  I  may  nat  telle. 
Farwel,  for  I  ne  may  no  lenger  dwelle. 
The   fyres  which   that   on   myn    anter 

brenne  3355 

Shnl  thee  declturen,  er  that  thon  go  henne, 
Thyn  aventnre  of  love,  as  in  this  oas.' 
And  with  that  word,  the  arwes  in  the  oas 
Of  the  goddesse  dateren  &ste  and  rings, 
And  forth  she  wente,  and  made  a  vanissh- 

inge;  (1500)  23160 


For  which  this  Emelye  astoned  was, 
And  seyde,  *  What  amonnteth  this,  alias ! 
I  pntte  me  in  thy  proteccionn, 
Diane,  and  in  thy  disposioioon.* 
And  hoom  she   gooth  anon  the  nexte 

weya  3365 

This  is  th'effect,  ther  is  namore  to  sefye. 

The  nexte  honre  of  Mars  folwinge  this, 
Arcite  nn-to  the  temple  walked  is     (1510; 
Of  fierse  Mars,  to  doon  his  sacrifyse, 
With  alle  the  xytes  of  his  psyen  wyse.  2370 
With  pitons  herte  and  heigh  devooionn, 
Bight  thus  to  Mars  he  seyde  his  orisonn : 
'  O  stronge  god,  that  in  the  regnes  colde 
Of  Trace  honoured  art,  and  lord  y-hcdde. 
And  hast  in  eveiy  regno  and  every  lond 
Of  armes  al  the  brydel  in  thyn  bond,  2376 
And  hem  fortnnest  as  thee  list  devyse, 
Accept  of  me  my  pitons  sacrifyse.     (1530) 
If  so  be  that  my  yonthe  may  deserve, 
And  that  my  might  be  worthy  far  to 

serve  2380 

Thy  godhede,  that  I  may  been  oon  of 

thyne. 
Than  preye  I  thee  to  xewe  np-on  my  pyne. 
For  thilke  peyne,  and  thilke  hote  fyr. 
In  which  thon  whylom  brendest  for  de^yr. 
Whan  that  thon  nsedest  the  grete  beantee 
Of  fayre  yonge  fresshe  Venus  free,     2386 
And  haddest  hir  in  armes  at  thy  wiUe, 
Al-thongh  thee  ones  on  a  tyme  misfille 
Whan  Yulcanns  had  canght  thee  in  his 

iMi  (1531) 

And  fond  thee  ligging  by  his  wyf,  alias ! 
For  thilke  sorwe  that  was  in  thyn  herte, 
Hiave  ronthe  as  wel  up-on  my  peynes 

smerte.  2391 

I  am  yong  and  unkonning,  as  thon  wost, 
And,    as  I  trowe,  with    love    offended 

most, 
That  ever  was  any  lyves  oreatnre ;      2395 
For  she,  that  dooth  me  al  this  wo  endure, 
Ke  reocheth  never  wher  I  sinke  or  flete. 
And  wel  I  woot,  er  she  me  mercy  hete, 
I  moot  with  strengthe  vrinne  hir  in  the 

place ;  (1541) 

And  wel  I  woot,  withouten  help  or  grace 
Of  thee,  ne  may  my  strengthe  noght 

availle.  2401 

Than   help  me,  lord,  to-morwe  in  my 

bataille, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


T.  3405-2488.] 


Z^  UnijiU*  ZtiU. 


A49 


For  tliilke  fyr  that  whylosn  brente  thee, 
As  wel  as  thilke  fyi  now  brexineth  me ; 
And  do  that  I  to-morwe  have  viotorie.  3405 
Ifyn  be  the  travaille,  and  thyn  be  the 

gloriel 
Thy  aoverein  temple  -wol  I  most  hononren 
Of  any  pLice,  and  alwey  most  labooren 
In    thy  plesannoe  and   in   thy  cniftes 
strange,  (x550 

And  in  thy  temple  I  ^m>l  my  baner  honge, 
And  alle  the  armesofmyoompenye;  0411 
And  evere>mo,  nn-to  that  day  I  dye, 
Bteme  fyr  I  wdl  bifom  thee  flnde. 
And  eek  to  this  avow  I  wol  me  binde : 
Hy  herd,  myn  heer  that  hongeth  lon^ 
adonn,  2415 

That  never  yet  ne  felte  oifensionn 
Of  xasonr  nor  of  shere,  I  wol  thee  yive, 
And  been  thy  trewe  servant  whyl  I  live. 
Kow  lord,  have  roathe  np-on  my  sorwes 
■ore,  (1561) 

Yif  me  fvictorie,  I  aske  thee  namore.'  04^0 
The  prsyere  stinte  of  Arcita  the  stronge, 
The  ringes  on  the  temple-dore  that  honge, 
And  eek  the  dores,  clatereden  fal  fsste, 
Of  which  Arcita  som-what  him  agaste. 
The  iyres  brende  up-on  the  aater  brighte, 
That  it  gan  al  the  temple  for  to  lighte ; 
And  swete  smel  the  gronnd  anon  np-yaf, 
And  Arcita  anon  his  hand  np-haf,    (1570) 
And  more  enoens  in-to  the  fyr  he  caste, 
Withothererytesmo;  and  atte  laste  2430 
Tho  statne  of  Mars  bigan  his  hauberk 

ringa 
And  with  that  soon  he  herds  a  mnxmnr- 

inge 
Fol   lowe   and   dim,  that   sayde   thus, 

•Viotorie*: 
For  which  he  yaf  to  Mars  honour  and 

glorie. 
And  thus  with  joye,  and  hope  wel  to  fiire, 
Aroite  anon  un-to  his  inne  is  &re,     2436 
As  iajn  as  fowel  is  of  the  brighte  sonne. 
And  right  anon  swioh  stiyf  ther  is  bi- 
gonne  (1580) 

For  thilke  graunting,  in  the  hevene  above, 
Bitwixe  Venus,  the  goddesse  of  love,  3440 
And  ICars,  the  steme  god  armipotente, 
That  Jupiter  was  bisy  it  to  stente ; 
TU  that  the  pale  Satumus  the  oolde, 
'31iAt  knew  so  manye  of  aventures  olde, 


Fond  in  his  olde  experience  an  art,    3445 
That  he  ful  sone  hath  plesed  every  part. 
As  sooth  is  sayd,  elde  hath  greet  avantage ; 
In  elde  is  bothe  wisdom  and  usage ;  (1590) 
Men  may  the  olde  at-renne,  and  noght 

at-rede. 
Satnme  anon,  to  stinten  stryf  and  drede, 
Al  be  it  that  it  is  agayn  his  kynde,     2451 
Of  al  this  stryf  he  gan  remodie  fynde. 

*  My  dere  doghter  Venus,* quod  Satume, 
*  My  coun,  that  hath  so  wyde  forto  tume, 
Hath  more  power  than  wot  any  man.  2455 
Myn  is  the  drenching  in  the  see  bo  wan  ; 
Myn  is  the  prison  in  the  derke  cote ; 
Myn  is  the  strangling  and  hanging  by  the 

throte ;  (1600) 

The  murmuxe,  and  the  cherles  rebelling, 
The  groyning,  and  the  piyvee  empoyson- 

ing:  2460 

I  do  vengeance  and  pleyn  correccioun 
Whyl  I  dwelle  in  the  signe  of  the  Leoun. 
Myn  is  the  mine  of  the  hye  halles, 
The  falling  of  the  toures  and  of  the  walles 
Up-on  the  mynour  or  the  carpenter.  2465 
I  slow  Sampsoun  in  shaking  the  piler  ; 
And  myne  be  the  maladyes  colde, 
The  derke  tresons,  and  the  castes  olde ; 
My  loking  is  the  &der  of  pestilence.  ( t6i  i) 
Now  weep  namore,  I  sbal  doon  diligence 
That  Palamon,  that  is  thyn  owne  knight, 
Shal  have  his  lady,  as  thou  hast  biim  hight. 
Though  Mars  shal  helpe  his  knight,  yet 

nathelees 
Bitwixe  yow  ther  moot  be  som  lyme  pees, 
Al  be  ye  noght  of  o  complexioun,        2475 
That  causeth  al  day  swich  divisioun. 
I  am  thin  ayel,  redy  at  thy  wille ; 
Weep  thou  namore,  I  wol  thy  lust  Ail- 
fllle.'  (1620) 

Now  wol  I  stinten  of  the  goddes  above, 
Of  Mars,  and  of  Venus,  goddesse  of  love. 
And  telle  yow,  as  pleynly  as  I  can,     2481 
The  grete  effect,  for  which  that  I  bigan. 
Explicit  tercla  pars. 
•  Seqnitor  para  qnarta. 
Oreet  was  the  feste  in  Atbenes  that  day. 
And  eek  the  lusty  seson  of  that  May 
Made   evexy  wight   to   been   in   swich 
plesaunoe,  2485 

That  al  that  Monday  justen  they  and 
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And  spenden  it  in  Venus  hdigh  tenryse. 
Bat  by  the  oaum  that  they  aholde  zyse 
Erly,  for  to  seen  the  grete  fight,        (1631) 
Unto  hir  xeste  wente  they  at  night.    2490 
And  on  the  morwe,  whan  that  day  gan 

springe, 
Of  hors  and  hameys,  noyse  and  olatezinge 
Ther  was  in  hostelxyes  al  aboate  ; 
And  to  the  paleys  xood   ther  many  a 

route 
Of  lordes,  up-on  stedes  and  palfreys.  9495 
Ther  maystow  seen  devysing  of  hemeys 
So  uncouth  and  so  riohOf  and  wroght  so 

weel 
Of  gold  smith  rie,  of  browding,  and  of 

steel;  (KS40) 

The  sheeldes  brighte,  testers,  and  trap- 

pures; 
Oold-hewen   helmes,  hauberks,  oofce-^uv 

mures ;  9500 

Lordes  in  paraments  on  hir  cooxseres, 
Knightes  of  retenue,  and  eek  squyeres 
Nailinge  the  speres,  and  helmes  bokelinge, 
Gigginge  of  sheeldes,  with  layneres  la- 

cinge; 
Ther  as  need  is,  they  weren  no-thing  ydel ; 
The  fomy  stedes  on  the  golden  bxyd^  9506 
Gnawinge,  and  faste  the  armnreis  also 
With  fyle  and  hamer  prikinge  to  and 

fro ;  (1650) 

Yemen  on  fote,  and  communes  many  oon 
With  shorte  staves,  thikke  as  they  may 

goon ;  3510 

Pypes,  trompes,  nakers,  clariounes, 
That  in  the  bataille  blowen  blody  sounes ; 
The  paleys  ftd  of  peples  up  and  doun, 
Heer  three,  ther  ten,  holding  hir  ques- 

tioun, 
Divyninge  of  thise  Theban  knightes  two. 
Somme  seyden  thus,  somme  seyde  it  shal 

be  so ;  3516 

Somme  helden  with  him  with  the  Uake 

herd, 
Somme  with  the  balled,  somme  with  the 

thikke-herd ;  (1660) 

Somme    sayde,  he  loked  grim  and  he 

wolde  fighte ; 
He  hath  a  sparth  of  twenty  pound  o(t 

wighte.  a$2o 

Thus  was  the  halle  ful  of  divyninge, 
Longe  after  that  the  sonne  gan  to  springe. 


The  grete  Theseus,  that  of  his  sleep 

awi^ed 
With  minstralcye  and  nc^yse  that  was 

maked, 
Held  yet  the  chambre  of  his  paleys  riche, 
Til  that  the  Thefaaae  knightes,  bothe  y- 

liohe  9526 

Honoured,  were  into  the  paleys  fet. 
Dttk  Theseus  was  at  a  window  set,  (1670) 
Arrayed  right  as  he  were  a  god  in  trcme. 
T9ie  peple  preesseth  thider-ward  fUL  sons 
Him  for  to  seen,  and  doon  heigh  reverence. 
And  eek  to  hnrkne   his   hest   and  his 

eentenoe. 
An  heiaud  on  a  scaffold  made  an  ho. 
Til  al  the  noyse  of  peple  was  y-do ; 
And  whan  he  aaugh  the  peple  of  noyse  al 

•till^  25315 

Tho  showed  he  the  mighty  dukes  wiUe. 

'  The  lord  hath  of  his  heigh  dijorecioiim 
Ck>n8idered,  that  it  were  destruocioim  (t6So} 
To  gentiil  blood,  to  fighten  in  the  gyse 
Of  mortal  bataille  now  in  this  empryse ; 
Wherfore,  to  shapen  that  they  shnl  not 

dye,  9541 

He  wol  his  finte  purpos  modifye. 
Ko  man  therfor,  up  peyne  of  loe  of  lyf, 
No  maner  shot,  ne  pollaz,  ne  short  knyf 
Into  the  listss  sonde,  or  thidar  bringe ;  9545 
Ne  short  swerd  for  to  stoke,  with  poynt 

l^ytinge, 
No  man  no  draws,  ne  bare  it  by  his  syde. 
Ne  no  man  shal  un-to  his  f elawe  lyde  <  1690) 
But  o  cours,  with  a  sharp  y-grounde  spere ; 
Foyne,  if  him  list,  on  fote,  him-self  to 

were,  a55i» 

And  he  that  is  at  UMSchief,  shal  be  take, 
And  noght  slayn,  but  be  broght  un-to  the 

stake 
That  shal  ben  ordeyned  on  either  sofde  ; 
But  thider  he  shal  by  force,  and  ther 

abyde. 
And  if  80  fldle,  the  ohieflayn  be  take  9555 
On  either  syde,  or  elles  slee  his  maka. 
No  lenger  shal  the  tumeyinge  laste. 
GK>d  spede  yow ;  goth  forth,  and  ley  on 

faste.  (1700 

With  long  swerd  and  with  maoes  fight 

your  fiUe. 
Goth  now  your  wey;  this  is  the  lordes 

wills.'  9560 
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The  Toys  of  peple  tonohede  the  hovene, 
So  londe  caryden  iihej  with  meiy  stevexie : 
*  Ood  8»Te  Bwioh  a  lord,  that  is  bo  good, 
He  wilneth  no  destmocionn  of  blood ! ' 
Up  goon  the  trompes  and  tho  melod  je.  35^ 
AjkL  to  the  listea  rit  the  companye 
By  ordinanace,  thuigh-ont  the  eitee  laxge, 
Hanged  with  oloth  of  gold,  and  nat  with 

Barge.  (1710) 

Fal  lyk  a  loid  this  noble  dnk  gan  ryde, 
Thise  two  Thebanee  np-on  either  ^yde ;  3570 
And  after  rood  the  ^nene,  and  Emelye, 
And  after  that  another  companye 
Of  oon  and  other,  after  hir  degree. 
And  thus  they  pasten  thnrgh-ont  the 

citee, 
And  to  the  listes  oome  they  by  tyme.  3575 
It  nae  not  of  the  day  yet  fully  pryme, 
l¥han  Bet  was  Thesena  f ul  riohe  and  hye, 
Ipolita  the  qnene  and  Emelyo,  (iT^o) 

And  other  ladies  in  degrees  aboate. 
Un-to  the  seetes  preeBseth  al  the  route.  3580 
And  west-ward,  thoxgh  the  gates  nnder 

Karte, 
Arcite,  and  eek  tlie  hundred  of  his  parte, 
With  baner  reed  is  entxed  right  anon ; 
And  in  iliat  selve  moment  Palamon 
Is  nnder  Venns,  est-ward  in  the  place,  .3595 
With  baner  whyt,  and  hardy  chore  and 

face. 
In  al  the  world,  to  seken  up  and  donn, 
80  even  with-onten  variaoionn,         (1730) 
Ther  nere  swiche  oompanyes  tweye. 
For  ther  naa  noon  bo  wyB  that  oonde 

seye,  3590 

That  any  hadde  of  other  avanntage 
Of  worthinesse,  no  of  estaat,  ne  age, 
So  even  were  they  chosen,  for  to  gesse. 
And  in  two  rengefl  faire  they  hem  dresse. 
Whan  that  hir  names  rad  were  everi- 

choon,  3595 

That  in  hir  nombre  gyle  were  ther  noon, 
Tho  were  the  gates  shet,  and  oiyed  was 

loads : 
*I>o  now  your   devoir,  yonge   knightes 

pronde  I '  (1740) 

The  herandes  lefte  hir  priking  np  and 

doon;  3599 

Kow  ringon  trompes  loade  and  olarionn ; 
Ther  ia  namore  to  seyn,  but  west  and  est 
In  goon  tho  spores  Ail  sadly  in  arsst ; 


In  goth  the  sharpe  spore  in-to  the  syde. 
Ther  seen  men  who  can  juste,  and  who 

can  ryde ;      ;        .    / 
Ther   shiveren   shaftes   upon    sheeldes 

thikke;  3605 

He   feleth   thuzgh  the  herte-epoon  the 

piikke.  * 
Up  qpringen  apares  tweniy  foot  on  highte ; 
Out   goon    the   fwerdes   aa   the   silver 

brighte.  (1750) 

The  heUnes  they  to-howen  and  to^hrede ; 
Out  brest  the  blood,  with  sterna  stremes 

rede.  3610 

With  mighty  maces  the  bones  they  to- 

breste. 
He  ^uigh  the  thiUeste  of  the  throng 

gan  threste. 
Ther  stomblen  Btedes  stronge,  and  doon 

goth  al. 
He  roUeth  under  foot  as  dooth  a  baL  3614 
He  foyneth  on  his  feet  with  his  trondioun, 
And  he  him  hurtleth  with  his  hors  adoun. 
He  thurgh  the  body  is  hurt,  and  sithen 

y-take, 
Maugree  his  heed,  and  broght  un-to  the 

stake,  (17^1) 

Aa  forwwrd  was,   right  ther  he  moste 

abyde ; 
Another  lad  is. on  that  other  syde.      3630 
And  Bom  tyme  dooth  hem  Theseus  to  reste, 
Hem  to  re&eflshe,  and  drinken  if  hem 


Ful  ofte  a>day  han  thite  Thebanes  two 
Togidre  y-met,  and  wroght  his  felawe  wo ; 
Unhorsed  hath  eoh  other  of  hem  tweye. 
Ther  nas  no  tygre  in  the  yale  of  OaJgo- 

pheye,  3636 

Whan  that  hir  whelp  is  stole,  whan  it  is 

lyte, 
80  cruel  on  the  hunte,  as  is  Arcite   (1770) 
F<Hr  jelouB  herte  upon  this  Palamoun  : 
Ne  in  Belmarye  ther  nis  so  fel  leonn,  3630 
That  hunted  is,  or  for  his  hunger  wood, 
Ne  of  his  praye  desireth  so  the  blood, 
Ab  Pahunon  to  sleen  his  fo  Arcite. 
The  jelous  strokes  on  hir  helmes  byte ; 
Out  renneth  blood  on  both    hir  sydes 

redo.  3655 

Som  tyme  an  ende  ther  is  of  every  dede ; 
For  er  the  sonne  un-to  the  resto  wente, 
The  stronge  king  Emetreus  gan  hente 
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This  Palamon,  as  he  faught  with  Aroite, 
And  made  his  awerd  depe  in  his  flesh  to 
byte ;  (i78»)  ^640 

And  by  the  force  of  twenty  is  he  take 
Unyolden,  and  y-drawe  nnto  the  steke. 
And  in  the  rescous  of  this  Palamoon 
The  stronge  king  Ligoige  is  bom  adxran ; 
And  king  Emetretis,  for  al  his  strengthe, 
Is  bom  out  of  his  sadel  a  swerdes  lengthe, 
So  hitte  him  Palamon  er  he  were  take ; 
But  al  for  noght,  he  was  broght  to  the 
stake.  («79o) 

His  hardy  herto  mighte  him  helpemaught ; 
He  moBto  abyde,  whan  that  he  was  oanght 
By  force,  and  eek  by  composicioiin.  2651 
Who  sorweth  now  bnt  woful  Palamotin, 
That  moot  namore  goon  agayn  to  fighte  ? 
And  whan  that  Theseus  had  seyn  this 
sights,  ^54 

Un-to  the  folk  that  foghten  thus  echoon 
He  cryde,  *  Ho !  namore,  for  it  is  doon ! 
I  wol  be  trewe  juge,  and  no  partye. 
Arcite  of  Thebes  shal  have  Emelye,  (1800) 
That  by  his  fortune  hath  hir  fiBore  y- 

wonne.' 
Anon  ther  is  a  noyse  of  peple  bigonne  a66o 
For  joye  of  this,  so  londe  and  heigh  with- 

aUe, 
It  semed  that  the  listes  sholde  falle. 

What  can  now  faire  Venns  doon  above  ? 
What  seith  she  now?   what  dooth  this 

qnene  of  love  ? 
But  wepeth  so,  for  wanting  of  hir  wille, 
Til  that  hir  teres  in  the  listes  fille ;     3666 
She  seyde :  *  I  am  ashamed,  dontelees.' 
Satumus  seyde :  *  Doghter,  hold  thy  pees. 
Mars  hath  his  wille,  his  knight  hath  al 
his  bone,  (181 1) 

And,  by  myn  heed,  thoa  shalt  ben  esed 
sone.'  2670 

The  trompes,  with  the  loude  minstral- 
cye, 
The  herandes,  that  ftxl  londe  yolle  and 

orye, 
Been  in  hir  wele  for  joye  of  daon  Arcite. 
But  herkneth  me,  and  stinteth  now  a 

lyte. 
Which  a  miracle  ther  bifel  anon.        2675 
This  fierse  Aroite  hath  of  his  helm  y-don. 
And  on  a  oourser,  for  to  shewe  his  fiftoe. 
He  pziketh  endelong  the  large  place,  (zSao) 


Loking  upward  upon  this  Emelye ;    ^679 
And  she  agayn  him  caste  a  f reendlich  yS, 
(For  wommen,  as  to  spekon  in  oomnne. 
They  folwen  al  the  favour  of  foortune) ; 
And  she  was  al  his  chere,  as  in  his  herte. 
Out  of  the  ground  a  forie  infernal  sterte. 
From  Pluto  sent,  at  reqneste  of  Satume. 
For  which  his  hors  for  fere  gan  to  tome. 
And  leep  aayde,  and  foundred  as  he  leep : 
And,  er  that  Aroite  may  taken  keep,  (1830 
He  pighte  him  on  the  pomel  of  his  heed. 
That  in  the  place  he  lay  as  he  were 
deed,  369U 

His  brest  to-brosien  with  his  sodel-bowe. 
As  blak  he  lay  as  any  oole  or  crowe. 
So  was  the  blood  y-ronnen  in  his  face. 
Anon  he  was  y-bom  out  of  the  place 
With  herte  soor,  to  Theseus  paleys.    2695 
Tho  was  he  oorven  out  of  his  ham^ys. 
And  in  a  bect'y-brought  ful  fidre  and 

ttyve. 
For  he  was  yet  in  memorie  and  alyve,  (1840 
And  alway  crying  after  Emelye. 

Duk  Theseus,  with  al  his  companye,  2700 
Is  oomen  hoom  to  Athenes  his  citee. 
With  aU»blisse  and  greet  solempnitea 
Al  be  it  that  this  aventure  was  falle, 
He  nolde  noght  disconforten  hem  alle. 
Men  seyde  eek,  that  Arcite  shal  nat  dye: 
He  shal  ben  heled  of  his  maladye.       2706 
And  of  another  thing  they  were  as  fayn. 
That  of  hem  alle  was  ther  noon  y-slayn, 
Al  were  they  sore  y-hurt,  and  namely  oon. 
That  with  a  spere  was  thirled  his  brest- 
boon.  (1852)  2710 

To  othere  woundes,  and  to  broken  armes. 
Some  hadden  salves,  and  some  hadden 

charmes; 
Fermacies  of  herbos,  and  eek  save 
They  dronken,  for  they  wolde  iiir  limes 

have. 
For  which  this  noble  duk,  as  he  wel  can, 
Gonforteth  and  honoureth  every  man,  2716 
And  made  revel  al  the  longe  night, 
Un-to  the  straunge  lordes,  as  was  right 
Nether  was  holden  no  disoonfitinge,  (1861) 
But  as  a  justes  or  a  toumeyinge ;        2720 
For  soothly  ther  was  no  disconflture. 
For  falling  nis  nat  but  an  aventure ; 
Ke  to  be  lad  with  fors  un-to  the  stake 
Unyolden,  and  with  twenty  knighies  take. 
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O  pexBone  allone,  with-ooten  mo,        3735 
And  honed  forth  by  anne,  foot,  and  to. 
And  eek  his  stede  driven  forth  with  stavee, 
With   footmen,  bothe   yemen  and  eek 
knavee,  (1870) 

It  nas  aretted  him  no  vileinye,  ajap 

Ther  may  no  man  olepen  it  oowardye. 

For  which  anon  dnk  TheeeiiB  leet  ciye, 
To  stinten  alio  rancour  and  envye, 
The  gree  as  wel  of  o  syde  as  of  other, 
And  either  ^yde  y-lyk,  as  otheree  brother ; 
And-yaf  hem  yiftes  after  hir  degree,  a/as 
And  fnlly  heeld  a  feste  dayes  three ; 
And  conv^ed  the  kinges  worthily 
Out  of  his  toon  a  jonmee  largely.     (1880) 
And  hoom  wente  eveiy  man  the  lighte 

way. 
Ther  was  namore,  but '  far  wel,  have  good 
day !  *  a74o 

Of  this  bataille  I  wol  namore  endyte, 
Bat  speke  of  Falamon  and  of  Aroite. 
Swelleth  the  brest  of  Arcite,  and  the 
sore 
EnereesBoth  at  his  herte  more  and  more. 
The  olothered  blood,  for  any  leohecrafb, 
Cormpteth,  and  is  in  his  book  y-laft,  2746 
That  neither  veyne-blood,  ne  ventnsinge, 
Ne  drinke  of  herbes  may  ben  hishelpinge. 
The  verta  expnlsif,  or  animal,  (1891) 

Fro  thilke  vertn  doped  natural  3750 

Ne  may  the  venim  voyden,  ne  expelle. 
The  pypee  of  his  longes  gonne  to  swells, 
And  every  ^juserte  in  his  brest  adonn 
Is  shent  with  venim  and  cormpoionn. 
Him  gayneth  neither,  for  to  gete  his  lyf, 
Vomyt  upward,  ne  dounward  laxatif ;  2756 
Al  is  to-brosten  thilke  rogionn, 
Katnre  hath  now  no  dominacionn.  (1900) 
And  oerteinly ,  ther  nature  wol  nat  wirohe, 
Far-wel,  phi«yk!    go   ber  the   man  to 
chirche!  2760 

This  al  and  som^  that  Aroita  mot  dye,  ' 
For  which  lie  Bendeth  after  Emelye, 
And  Falamon,  that  was  his  oosin  dere ; 
Than  seyde  he  thus,  as  ye  shul  after 
here. 
^Naught  may  the  wofnl  spirit  in  myn 
herte  2765 

Declare  o  poynt  oi  alle  my  sorwes  smerte 
To  yow,  my  lady,  tha^  I  love  most ; 
Bat  I  biq^nethe  the  service  of  my  gost  (1910) 


To  yow  aboven  every  creature. 
Sin  that  my  lyf  may  no  lenger  dure.  2770 
Alias,  the  wo !  alias,  the  peynes  strpnge, 
That  I  for  srow  have  suffred,  and  so  longe ! . 
Alias,  the  deeth !  alias,  myn  Emelye ! 
Alias,  departing  of  onr  companye  1     2774 
Alias,  myn  hertes  quene !  alias,  my  wyf  I 
Hyn  hertes  lady,  endere  of  my  lyf ! 
What  is  this  world?  what  asketh  men  to 

have? 
Now  with  his  love,  now  in  his  colde  grave 
Allone,  with-outen  any  companye.    (1921) 
Far-wel,  my  swete  fo !  myn  Emelye !  2780 
And  softe  tak  me  in  your  armes  tweye, 
For  love  of  GK>d,  and  herkneth  what  I  seye.    • 

I  have  heer  with  my  oosin  Falamon 
Had  stiyf  and  rancour,  many  a  day  a-gon. 
For  love  of  yow,  and  for  my  jelousye.  2785 
And  Jupiter  so  wis  ray  soule  gye. 
To  speken  of  a  servant  proprely. 
With  alle  oironmstaunoes  trewely,   (1930) 
That  is  to  seyn,  tronthe,  honour,  and 

knighthede. 
Wisdom,  humblesse,  estaat,  and  heigh 
kinrede,  2790 

Fredom,  and  al  that  longeth  to  that  art. 
So  Jupiter  have  of  my  sonle  part, 
As  in  this  world  right  now  ne  knowe  I  non 
So  worthy  to  ben  loved  as  Falamon,  2794 
That  serveth  yow,  and  wol  don  al  his  lyf. 
And  if  that  ever  ye  shul  been  a  wyf, 
Foryet  nat  Falamon,  the  gentil  man.*  (1939) 
And  with  that  word  his  speche  fiftille  gan. 
For  from  his  feet  np  to  his  brest  was  come 
The  cold  of  deeth,  that  hadde  him  over- 
come. 2800 
And  yet  more-over,  in  his  armes  two 
The  vital  strengthe  is  lost,  and  al  ago. 
Only  the  intellect,  with-outen  more. 
That  dwelled  in  his  herte  syk  and  sore, 
Gan  fullen,  when  the  herte  felte  deeth, 
I>asked  his  eyen  two,  and  faUled  breeth. 
Bat  on  his  lady  yet  caste  he  his  y6;  (1949) 
His  laste  word  was,  *  mercy,  Emelye ! ' 
His  spirit  chaonged  hous,  and  wente  ther, 
As  I  cam  never,  I  can  nat  tellen  wher.  2810 
Therfor  I  stinte,  I  nam  no  divinistre ; 
Of  soules  finds  I  nat  in  this  registre, 
Ne  me  ne  list  thilke  opiniouns  to  telle 
Of  hem,  though  that  they  wryten  wher 
they  dwells. 
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Arcite  is  cold,  ther  Mars  his  sotde  gye ; 
Now  wol  I  ■peken  forth  of  Emelye.  a8i6 
Shri^hto  Emelye,  and  howleth  Palamon, 
And  TfaeMiu  hk  soster  took  anon  (i960) 
Swowninge,  and  bar  hir  fro  the  corps  away. 
What  helpeth  it  to  tarien  forth  the  day, 
To  tellen  how  she  weep,  bothe  ere  and 

morwe?  aSat 

For  in  gwich  eas  wommen  have  swich 

0orwe, 
Whan  that  hir  honsbonda  been  from  hem 

ago, 
That  for  the  more  part  they  torwen  eo, 
Or  elles  fallen  in  swioh  maladye,         aSag 
That  at  the  laste  oerteinly  they  dye. 

Infinite  been  the  eorwes  and  the  teres 
Of  olde  folk,  and  folk  of  tendre  yeres,  (1970) 
In  al  the  tonn,  for  deeth  of  this  Theban  ; 
For  him  ther  wepeth  bothe  child  and 

man;  1850 

So  greet  a  weping  was  ther  noon,  oertayn, 
Whan  Ector  was  y-broght,  al  ftesh  y-sli^, 
ToTroye;  alias!  the  pitee  that  was  ther, 
Csaoohing  of  chekee,  rending  eek  of  heer. 

*  Why  woldestow  be  deed,*  thise  wommen 

oiye,  a835 

'  And  haddest  gold  y-nough,  and  Bmelye? ' 
No  man  mighte  gladen  Thesens, 
Savinge  his  olde  fader  Egeos,  '  (1980) 
That  knew  this  worldes  transmtitaokmn. 
As  he  had  seyn  it  ohanngen  np  and  doon, 
Joye  after  wo,  and  wo  after  gladnesse  : 
And  shewed  hem  ensamples  and  lyknesse. 
*  Bight  as  ther  deyed  never  man,'  quod 

he,  3843 

'  That  he  ne  livede  in  erthe  in  som  degree, 
Right  so  ther  livedo  never  man,'  he  seyde, 

*  In  al  this  woxld,  that  som  tyme  he  ne 

deyde;  (1988)  2846 

This  world  nis  bnt  a  thtugh&re  faX  of  wo, 
And  we  ben  pilgrimes,  passinge  toandfro; 
Deeth  is  an  ende  of  every  worldly  sore.' 
And  over  al  this  yet  seyde  he  mncdiel  more 
To  this  effect,  ftil  wysly  to  enhorte  2851 
The  peple,  that  they  sholdehem  reoonforte. 

Dnk  Thesens,  with  al  his  bi^y  core, 
Caste  now  wher  that  the  sepnltnre 
Of  good  Aroite  may  best  y-maked  be,    3855 
And  eek  most  honnrable  in  his  degree. 
Andatthelastehetookoondnsionn,  (1999) 
That  ther  as  first  Axoite  and  Fkdamoun 


Hadden  for  love  the  bataille  hem  Utwane, 
That  in  that  selve  gvove,  swoieand  grane, 
Tberashehaddehisamoronsdeairea,  a86i 
His  complQsmt,  and  fox  love  his  hote  fires, 
He  wolde  make  a  fyr,  in  which  th'ottoe 
Fnneral  he  mighte  b1  aooomplice ; 
And  leet  oomaande  anon  to  hakka  and 

hewe  (3007)  3065 

The  okes  olde,  and  leye  hem  on  a  rewe 
In  oolpons  wel  arrayed  for  to  brenne;   T 
His  oMcers  with  swifts  feet  they  renne 
And  xyde  anon  at  his  oomaondement. 
And  after  this,  Thesens  hath  y-seni   1070 
After  a  here,  and  it  al  over-«pnulda 
With  cloth  of  gold,  the  riohesfc  that  he 

hadde. 
And  of  the  same  snyte  he  cladde  Aroite ; 
Upon  his  hondes  hadde  he  gloves  whyte ; 
Eek  on  his  heed    a   cronne   of   laorer 

gwn*,  «875 

And  in  his  hond  a  swerd  ftil  btii^t  aaod 

kene.  (joi8) 

He  leyde  him  bare  the  visage  on  the  bere, 
Therwith  he  weep  that  pitee  was  to  here. 
And  for  the  peple  sholde  seen  him  alle. 
Whan  it  was  day,  he  broghte  him  to  the 

halle,  9880 

That  roreth  of  the  crying  and  the  soon. 

Tho  cam  this  woftd  Theban  Palamoon, 
With  flotery  herd,  and  mggy  asahy  heres, 
In  clothes  hlake,  y-dropped  al  with  teres ; 
And,  passing  others  of  weping,  Smelye, 
Therewftdlesteofalthecompanye.  j886 
In  as  muohe  as  the  service  sholde  be 
The  more  noble  and  riche  in  his  degree, 
Dak  Theseus  leet  forth  three  stedes  bringe^ 
That  trapped  were  in  steel  al  gliteringe, 
And  covered  with  the  armes  of  dann 

Ardte.  («>33)  s^i 

Up-on  thise  stedes,  that  weien  grete  and 

whyte, 
Ther  seten  folk,  of  which  oon  bar  hissheeld. 
Another  his  spere  up  in  his  hondes  heeld ; 
The  thridde  bar  with  him  his  bowe  Tnr> 

keys,  9895 

Of  brand  gold  was  the  cas,  and  eek  the 

hameys;  (3058) 

And  riden  forth  a  pas  with  sorweftil  chore 
Toward  the  grove,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
The  noblesto  of  the.Grekes  that  ther  were 
Upon  hir  shuldrescarieden  the  bora,  2900 
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With  dakke  paa,  uid  eyeixk  z«de  uid  weto, 
ThiiX)gh-<mtthieciteo,  bythemaister-streto, 
That  Bpzad  ynm  al  with  blak,  and  wonder 

Rifl^ht  of  the  wme  is  al  the  strete  j^wry^, 
l7p-aiithonghthondweiiteold£goDa,  3905 
And  on  that  other  ^yde  dak  Theeeoe, 
^With  yeaMla  in  hir  hand  of  gold  ftil  fyn, 
Al  Inl  of  hotny,  aiilk,  and  blood,  and-wyn ; 
£ek  Palanum,  with  ltd  gpreet  oompanye ; 
And  after  that  cam  wofnl  Emelye,  3910 
MTith  fjT  in  honde,  m  waa  that  tyiae  the 

To  do  th'offloe  of  ftmeral  serryie. 

Heig^  labour,  andftil'greetapparaillinge 
"Waa  at  the  aennce  and  the  fyr-makinge, 
That  with  his  grene  top  the  heven  nnghte, 
And  twenty  £Bidme  of  brede  the  aimes 

stranghte ;  9916 

This  18  to  seyn,  the  bowee  were  eo  brode. 
Of  stree  first  ther  waa  leyd  fnl  many  a 

lode.  (9060) 

Bat  how  the  fyr  was  maked  np  on  highte, 
And  eek  the  naacies  how  the  trees  highte, 
Aa  00k,  ilrre,  biroh,  asp,  alder,  holm, 

popler,  apji 

Wilow,  elm,  plane,  aah,  box,  ohasteyn, 

lind,  lanrer, 
Kapol,  thorn,  beech,  haael,  ew,  whippel- 

tree, 
How  they  weren  feld,  shal  nat  be  told  for 

me; 
Ne  how  the  goddes  ronnen  np  and  doon, 
Diaherited  of  hir  habitaoioon,  9936 

In  which  th^  woneden  in  resteand  pees, 
Xymphes,  Ikanes,  and  Amadrides  ,*  (9070) 
Ne  how  the  bestes  and  the  briddes  idle 
Fledden  for  fere,  whan  the  wode  wasfalle ; 
Xe  how  the  gronnd  agast  was  of  the  light. 
That  was  nat  wont  to  seen  the  sonnebright ; 
Ne  how  the  fyr  was  coached  first  with  stree. 
And  than  with  drye  stokkes  cloven  a  three, 
And  than  with  grene  wode  and  spyoerye, 
And  than  with  cloth  of  gold  and  with 

ponye,  9936 

And  gerlandes  hanging  with  fttl  many 

a  floor. 
The  mirre,  th*encens,  with  al  so  greet 

odonr; 
No  how  Arcite  lay  among  al  this,      (3081) 
Ke  what  richesieaboute  his  body  is ;  9940 


Ne  how  that  Emelye,  aa  was  the  gyse, 

Patte  in  the  fyr  of  ftmeral  servyse ; 

Ne  how  she  swowned  whan  men  made  the 

Ne  what  she  spak,  ne  what  was  hir  desyr ; 
Ne  what  jeweles  men  in  the  fyr  tho  caste. 
Whan  that  the  fyr  was  greet  and  brente 

ftste;  9946 

Ne  how  som  caste  hir  sheeld,  and  som  hir 

speie, 
And  of  hir  TcsUments,  whiche  that  they 

•were,  (8090) 

And  oappes  Ail  of  wyn,  and  milk,  and 

blood, 
Into  the  fyr,  that  brente  as  it  were  wood ; 
Ne  how  the  Grekes  with  an  hoge  roate 
ThiyCs  riden  al  the  fyr  abonte  9959 

Up-onthelefbhand,  with  a  load  shontingo, 
And  thryCs  with  hir  speres  clateringe ; 
AndthrytehowtheUuliesgonnecxye;  9955 
Ne  how  that  lad  was  hom-ward  Emelye ; 
Ne  how  Aivite  is  brent  to  asshen  colde ; 
Nehowthatliohe-wake  was  y>holde  (9100) 
Al  thilke  night,  ne  how  the  Grekes  pleye 
The  wake-pleyes,  ne  kepe  I  nat  toseye ;  99<5o 
Who  wrastleth  best  naked,   with   oille 

enoynt, 
Ne  who  that  bar  him  best,  in  no  disjoynt. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  eek  how  that  they  goon 
Room  til  Athenes,  whan  the  pley  is  doon  ; 
Bat  shortly  to  the  poynt  than  wol  I  wende, 
Andmakenofmylongetaleanende.  9966 
By  prooesse  and  by  lengthe  of  oerteyn 

yeres 
Al  stinted  is  the  mooming  and  the  teres. 
Of  Grakee,  by  oon  general  assent,      (2111) 
Thansemedmetherwasaparlement  9970 
At  Athenes,  np-on  cert^yn  poyntsand  cas; 
Among  the  whiche  poynts  y-spoken  was 
To  have  with  certeyn  contrees  olliaonce. 
And  have  fhlly  of  Thebans  obelaaance. 
For  which  this  noble  Thesens  anon     9975 
Leet  senden  alter  gentil  Palamon, 
Unwist  of  him  what  was  the  caoae  and 

why; 
Bat  in  his  blake  clothes  sorwefVilly  (9130) 
He  cam  at  his  comanndemente  in  hye. 
Tho  sente  Thesens  for  Emelye.  99^0 

Whan  they  were  set,  and  host  was  al  the 

place. 
And  Thesens  abiden  hadde  a  space 
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£r  any  word  cam.  from  his  wyse  brest, 
His  eyen  sotte  he  ther  as  was  his  lest, 
Andwithasadyissfirehe^ykedstiUe,  2985 
And  after  that  right  thus  he  seyde  his  wille. 
*■  The  firste  moevere  of  the  cause  above. 
Whan  he  first  made  the  faire  cheyne  of 

love,  (aijo) 

Greet  was  th^effect,  and  heigh  was  his 

entente ; 
Wei  wiste  he  why,  and  what  theivof  he 

mente ;  3990 

For  with  that  faire  cheyne  of  love  he  bond 
The  fyr,  the  eyr,  the  water,  and  the 

lond 
In  certejrn  boondes,  that  they  may  nat  flee ; 
That  same  prince  and  that  moevere,'  quod 

he, 
^  Hath  stablissed,  in  this  wreoched  world 

adoon,  2995 

Certeyne  dayes  and  dnracionn 
To  al  that  is  engendred  in  this  place,  (3139) 
Over  the  whiohe  day  they  may  nat  pace, 
Al  mowe  they  yet  tho  dayes  wel  abregge ; 
Ther  needeth  non  anctoritee  allegge,  5000 
For  it  is  preved  by  experience. 
Bat  that  me  list  declaren  my  sentence. 
Than  may  men  by  this  ordre  wel  disoeme, 
That  thilke  moevere  stable  is  and  eteme, 
Wel  may  men  knowe,  bat  it  be  a  fool,  3005 
That  every  part  deiyveth  from  his  hooL 
For  nature  hath  nat  take  his  beginning 
Of  no  parly  ne  cantel  of  a  thing,       (3150) 
But  of  a  thing  that  parfit  is  and  stable. 
Descending  so,  til  it  be  oorrampable.  3010 
And  therfore,  of  his  wyse  pnrveyaonce, 
He  hath  so  wel  biset  his  ordinaonce, 
That  speces  of  thinges  and  progressioans 
Shollen  endaren  by  sacoessiouns, 
And  nat  eteme  be,  with-oate  ly6 :       3015 
This  maistow  onderstonde  and  seen  at  y6. 
'  Lo  the  00k,  that  hath  so  long  a  noris- 

shinge 

From  tyme  that  it  first  biginneth  springe, 

Andhathsolongalyf,aswemaysee,  (ai6i) 

Yet  at  the  laste  wasted  is  the  tree.      3020 

*  Considereth  eek,  how  that  the  harde 

stoon 
Under  onr  feet,  on  which  we  trede  and 

goon, 
Tit  wasteth  it,  as  it  lyth  by  the  weye. 
The  brode  river  somtyme  wezeth  dreye. 


The  grete  tonnes  see  we  wane  and  wende. 
Than  may  ye  see  that  al  this  thing  hatli 

ende.  3026 

*  Of  man  and  womman  seen  we  wel  also. 

That  nedeth,  in  oon  of  thise  termes  two, 

This  is  to  seyn,  in  yonthe  or  ellesage,  (^71) 

He  moot  ben  deed,  the  king  as  shal  a 

pa«o;  3030 

Som  in  his  bed,  som  in  the  depe  see, 
Som  in  the  large  feeld,  as  men  may  se; 
Ther  helpeth  noght,  al  goth  that  ilke  weye. 
Thanne  may  I  seyn  that  al  this  thing  moot 

deyet  30^4. 

What  maketh  this  bnt  Jnpiter  the  king'? 
The  which  is  prince  and  caose  of  alle  thing, 
Converting  al  nn-to  his  propre  welled 
From  which  it  is  deryved,  sooth  to  tellei 
And  here-agayns  no  creature  on  lyve  (aiSx ) 
Of  no  degree  availleth  for  to  stiyve.   3040 
'  Thanne  is  it  wisdom,  as  it  thinketh  me, 
To  maken  vertu  of  necessitee. 
And  take  it  wel,  that  we  may  nat  eschue, 
And  namely  that  to  us  alle  is  due. 
And  who-so  gruooheth  ought,  he  dooth 

foiy®i  3045 

And  rebel  is  to  him  that  al  may  gye. 
And  certeinly  a  man  hath  most  honour 
To  dyen  in  his  excellence  and  flour,  (2190) 
Whan  he  is  siker  of  his  gode  name ; 
Than  hath  he  doon  his  freend,  ne  him,  no 

shame.  3090 

And  gladder  oghte  his  freend  ben  of  his 

deeth, 
Whanwithhonourup-yoldenishisbreeth, 
Than  whan  his  name  apalled  is  for  age ; 
For  al  forgeten  is  his  vasselage. 
Than  is  it  best,  as  for  a  worthy  fiune,  3055 
To  dyen  whan  that  he  is  best  of  name. 
The  contrarie  of  al  this  is  wilfulnessa 
Why  grucchen  we?  why  have  we  hevi> 

nease,  {xaoo) 

That  good  Arcite,  of  chivalxye  flour 
Departed  is,  with  duetee  and  honour,  3060 
Out  of  this  foule  prison  of  this  lyf  ? 
Why  grucchen  heer  his  oosin  and  his  wyf 
Of  his  wel-fare  that  loved  hem  so  weal  ? 
Can  he  hem  thank?  nay,  Ood  wot,  never 

adeel, 
That  bothe  his  soule  and  eek  hem-self 

offende,  3065 

And  yet  they  mowe  hir  lustes  nat  amand^ 
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*  What  may  I  oonolnde  of  this  longo  series 
Sat,  after  wo,  I  rede  ns  to  be  merie,  (2a  10) 
And  tfaanken  Jupiter  of  al  his  §pcmo%  ? 
And,  er   that  we    departen   jfrom    this 
plaoe,  3070 

I  rede  thai  we  make,  of  sorwes  two, 
O  pmrfyi  jojw,  laeting  ever-mo ; 
And  loketh  now,  wher  most  sorwe  is  har- 


Tber  wol  we  first  amenden  and  biginne. 
*3aster,'qaodhe,  *thJsismyftillaasient, 
With  alth*avysheerofmyparlement,  3076 
That  gentil  Palamon,  yonr  owne  knifpht, 
That  serveth  yow  with  wiUe,  herte,  and 

might,  (2920) 

And  ever  hath  doon,  sin  that  ye  firrt  him 

knewe,  3079 

That  ye  shnl,  of yoor  giaoe,  itpH)n  him  re  we, 
And  taken  him  for  honsbonde  and  for 

lord: 
Iieen  me  yonr  bond,  for  this  ia  oar  aoord. 
Lat  see  now  of  yoar  wommanly  pitee. 
He  is  a  kinges  brother  gone,  pardee ; 
And,  thoogh  he  were  apovre  bocheler,  3085 
Sin  he  hath  served  yow  so  many  a  yeer, 


And  had  for  yow  so  greet  adveraitee, 

It  moetebeenoonsidered,  leveth  me;  (2330) 

For  gentil  meroy  oghte  to  pasMn  ri^xf 

Than  seyde  he  thos  to  Palamon  fU^ight ; 
'  I  trowe  ther  nedeth  Utel  sermoning  5091 
To  make  yow  assente  to  this  thing. 
Com  neer,  and  tak  ypor  lady  by  the  bond.' 
Bitwixen  hem  was  maad  anon  the  bond, 
That  highte  matrimoine  or  mariage,  3095 
By  al  the  ooanseil  and  the  baxonaga 
And  thns  with  alle  blisse  and  melodyc 
Hath  Palamon  y-wedded  Emelye.     (2240) 
And  Ood,  that  al  this  wyde  world  hath 

wrogfat, 
Sende  him  his  love,  that  hath  it  dere 

a-boght.  3100 

For  now  is  Palamon  in  alle  wele, 
Living  in  bline,  in  richease,  and  in  hele ; 
And  Emelye  him  loveth  so  tendrely, 
And  he  hir  serveth  al-so  gentiUy, 
That  never  was  ther  no  word  hem  bitwene 
Of  jeloiuye,  or  any  other  tenew  3106 

Thos  endeth  Palamon  and  fimelye  | 
And  Gk}d  save  al  this  fairs  companye ! — 

(2250) 


Here  Is  ended  the  Knightes  Tale. 


THE    MILLER'S    PROLOGUE. 


Here  folwen  the  wordes  bitweoe  the  Host  and  the  Milleriu 


Wham  that  the  Knight  had  thos  his  tale 

y-told, 
In  al  the  roate  nas  ther  yong  ne  old  5110 
That  he  ne  aeyd9  it  was  a  noble  storie, 
And  worthy  for  to  drawen  to  memorie ; 
And  namely  the  gentUs  everichoon. 
Oar  Hoste  loagh  and  swoor,  *  so  moot  I  goon, 
This  gooth  aright ;  nnbokeledisthemale ; 
Lat  see  now  who  shal  telle  another  tale : 
For  txewely,  the  game  is  wel  bigonne.  3 117 
Now  telleth  ye,  sir  Monk,  if  that  ye  conne, 

Q 


■Somwhat,  to  qoyte  with  the  Knightes 
tale.'  (11) 

The    Miller,   that    fo]^<Lconken    was    al 
pale,  312U 

80  that  annethe  ap-on  his  hors  he  sat, 
He  nolde  avalen  neither  hood  ne  hat, 
Ne  abyde  no  man  for  his  cartoiBye, 
Bat  in  Pilates  vois  he  gan  to  crye, 
And  swoor  by  armes  and  by  blood  and 
bones,  3i->5 

*■  1  can  a  noble  tale  for  the  nones, 

3 
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With  which  I  wol  now  qtiji^  the  Kni^htes 

tale.' 
Owe  Hoflte  ssugh  that  he  was  dronke  of 

ale,  (20) 

And  seyde  :  *  abyd,  Robin,  my leve  brother, 

Som  bettre  man  ehal  telle  -as  first  another  : 

Abyd,  and  hit  ns  werken  thriftily.'      3131 

'  By  goddes  eonl,'  quod  he,  ^that  wol 

nati; 
For  I  wol  Bpeke,  or  ellee  go  my  wey.' 
Our   Hofite  answerde :    ^  tel  on,  a  devel 

wey! 
Thou  art  a  fool,  thy  wit  is  oTercome.'3t35 
*  Now  herkneth,'  quod  the  Killer,  '  alle 

and  some ! 
But  first  I  make  a  protestacionn 
That  I  am  dronke,  I  knowe  it  by  my 

soun ;  (30) 

^Vnd  thorfore,  if  that  I  misspeke  or  seye, 
Wyte  it  the  ale  of  Sonthwerk,   I  yow 

preye;  3140 

-For  I  wol  telle  a  legende  and  a  lyf 
Bothe  of  a  Carpenter,  and  of  his  wyf, 
How  that  a  clerk  hath  set  the  wrightes 

cappe.' 
The  Beve  answerde  and  seyde,  *  stint  thy 

clappe, 
lAt  be  thy  lewed  dronken  harlotrye.  3145 
It  is  a  sinne  and  eek  a  greet  folye 
To  apeiren  any  man,  or  him  diffame, 
And    eek  to   bringen  wyv^    in    swich 

fame.  (40) 

Thon  mayst  y-nogh   of   othere   thinges 

seyn,' 
This  dronken  Killer  spak  fol  soneageyxi, 
And  s^de,  *leve  brother  Osewold,      3 151 
Who  hath  no  wyf,  he  is  no  cokewold. 
Bat  I  sey  nat  therfore  that  thou  art  oon ; 
Ther  been  fnl  gode  wyvee  many  oon, 


f  And  e^er  a  thoosand  gode  t^eyrm  oon 

badde,  5155 

fThat  knowestow  wel  thy-srff,  bni-if  tho<ii 

madde. 
Why  artow  angiy  with  my  tale  now  ? 
I  have  a  wyf,  pardee,  as  weU  as  thon,  (50) 
Yet  nolde  I,  for  the  oxen  in.  my  plogh. 
Taken  npK>n  me  more  than  y-nogh,    3160 
As  demon  of  my-self  that  I  were  oon ; 
I  wol  beleve  wel  that  I  am  noon. 
An  hoosbond  shal  nat  been  inqoisitif 
Of  goddes  priyetee,  nor  of  his  wy£ 
So  he  may  finde  goddes  foyson  there,  3165 
Of  the  remenant  nedeth  nat  enqnere.' 
What  sholde  I  more  seyn,   bat  this 

KiUere 
He  nolde  his  wordes  for  no  man  forbere,  (6oj 
Bat  tolde  his  cherles  tale  in  his  manere ; 
Kethinketh  that  Ishal  reheroeithere.  3 170 
And    ther-fore    eveiy    gentil    wight    I 

preye, 
For  goddes  love,  demeth  nat  that  I  seye 
Of  evel  entente,  bat  that  I  moot  reherce 
Hir  tales  alle,  be  they  bettre  or  werse, 
Or  elles  falsen  som  of  my  matere.        3175 
And  therfore,  who4o  list  it  nat  y-here, 
Tome  oyer  the  leef,  and  chese  another 

tale;  (69) 

For  he  shal  finde  y-nowe,  grete  and  smale, 
Of  storial  thing  that  toacheth  gentillesse, 
And  eek  moralitee  and  holinesse ;       3180 
Blameth  nat  me  if  that  ye  chese  amis. 
The   Killer   is  a  oherl,  ye   knowe  wel 

this; 
So  was  the  Beve,  and  othere  many  mo, 
And  harlotiye  they  tolden  bothe  two. 
Avyseth  yow  and  putte  me  oat  of  blame ; 
And  eek  men  shal  nat  make  emest  of 

game.  (78)  3186 


Here  endetli  tbe  prologe. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


T.  3i8^ja6o.] 


A*    ^^  (miffetree  Zctd. 


4S9 


THE    MILLERES   TALE. 


Here  Ughmeth  the  Killere  his  tale. 


"WHTiiOM  ther  vms  dwellingo  at  Oxenford 
A  riclie  gnof,  that  gestes  heeld  to  bord, 
And  of  his  craft  ho  was  a  Carpenter. 
With  him  ther  was  dwellinge  a  povre 
■coler,  3190 

Had  lemed  arfc,  bat  al  his  fantaqye 
Was  tamed  for  to  leme  astrologye, 
And  ooade  a  certeyn  of  conclosioons 
To  demen  by  interrc^acioans, 
If  that  men  axed  him  in  certein  hoores,  3195 
Whan  that  men  sholde  have  droghte  or 
elles  shoores,  (*io) 

Or  if  men  axed  him  what  sholde  blfalle 
Of  every  thing,  I  may  nat  rekene  hem  alle. 

This  clerk  was  cleped  hende  Nicholas ; 
Of  deme  love  he  coade  and  of  solas ;  3^00 
And  ther-to  he  was  sleigh  and  fal  privee, 
And  lyk  a  mayden  meke  for  to  see.' 
A  chambre  hadde  he  in  that  hostehya 
Allone,  with-onten  any  companye, 
Falfetislyy-dight  with  herbes  swote ;  3205 
And  he  him-4elf  as  swete  as  is  the  rote  (30) 
Of  lioorys,  or  any  cetewale. 
His  Almageete  and  bokes  grete  and  smale, 
His  astrelabie,  longinge  for  his  art, 
His  angrim-stones  layen  faire  a-part  3310 
On  shelves  coached  at  his  beddes  heed : 
His  presse  y-covered  with  a  falding  reed. 
And  al  above  ther  lay  a  gay  saatrye, 
On  which  he  made  a  nightes  melodye 
So  swetely,  that  al  the  chambre  rong ;  3^15 
And  Angelut  ad  virginem  he  song ;        (30) 
And  after  that  he  song  the  kinges  note ; 
Fol  often  blessed  was  his  meiy  throte. 
And  thus  this  swete  clerk  his  tyme  spente 
After  his  freendes  finding  and  his  rente. 

This  Carpenter  had  wedded  newe  a  wyf 
Which  that  he  lovede  more  than  his  lyf ; 
Of  eightetene  yeer  she  was  of  age. 
JaloBS  he  was,  and  heeld  hir  norwe  in  cage, 

Q 


For  she  was  wilde  and  yong,  and  he  was 

old,  (39)  3225 

And  demed  him-self  ben  lyk  a  cokewold. 
He  knew  nat  Catoon,  for  his  wit  was  rade, 
That  bad  man  sholde  wedde  his  similitude. 
Men  sholde  wedden  after  hir  estaat, 
For  youthe  and  eldeisofbenatdebcMt.  3230 
Bat  sith  that  he  was  fallen  in  the  snare, 
He  moete  endure,  as  other  folk,  his  care. 
Fair  was  this  yonge  wyf,  and  ther-with-al 
As  any  wesele  hir  body  gent  and  smaL 
A  ceynt  she  werede  barred  al  of  silk,  3235 
A  barmclooth  eek  as  whyt  as  mome  milk 
Up-on  hir  lendes,  fal  of  many  a  gore.  (51) 
Whyt  was  hir  smok  andbrondedalbifore 
And  eek  bihinde,  on  hir  coler  aboate, 
Of  col-blak  silk,  with-ixme  and  eek  with- 

oate.  3240 

The  tapes  of  hir  whyte  volaper 
Were  of  the  same  soyte  of  hir  coler ; 
Hir  filet  brood  of  silk,  and  set  fal  hye : 
And  sikerly  she  hadde  a  likeroos  yO.  3244 
Fal  smale  y-polled  were  hir  browes  two. 
And  tho  were  bent,  and  blake  as  any 

sloo.  (6q) 

She  was  fal  more  blisful  on  to  see 
Than  is  the  newe  pere-jonette  tree ;    3248 
And  softer  than  the  woUe  is  of  a  wether. 
And  by  hir  girdel  heeng  a  purs  of  lether 
Tasseld  with  silk,  and  perled  with  latoon. 
In  al  this  world,  to  seken  ap  and  donn, 
There  nis  no  man  so  wys,  that  ooade 

thenche 
Sogayapopelote,  orswiohawenche.  3254 
Fal  brighter  was  the  shyning  of  hir  hewe 
Than  in  the  toor  the  noble  y-foiged  newe. 
Bat  of  hir  song,  it  was  as  loads  and  yeme 
As  any  swalwe  sittinge  on  a  heme.  (72) 
Ther-to  she  ooade  skippe  and  make  game. 
As  any  kide  or  calf  folwinge  his  dame.  3260 
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Hir  month  was  swete  as  brogot  or  the 

meeth, 
Or  hord  of  apples  leyd  in  hey  or  heeth. 
Winsinge  she  was,  as  is  a  jolj  colt, 
Long  as  a  mast,  and  npright  as  a  bolt. 
Abrooohshebaarnp-onhirloweeoler,  $t6s 
As  brood  as  is  the  bos  of  a  bocler.         (80) 
Hir  shoes  were  laoed  on  hir  legges  hye ; 
She  was  a  pryxnerole,  a  pigges>nye 
For  any  lord  to  leggen  in  his  bedde, 
Or  yet  for  any  good  yeman  to  wedde.  3^70 

Now  sire,  and  eft  sire,  so  bifel  the  oas, 
That  on  a  day  this  hende  Nicholas 
Fil  with  this  yonge  wyf  to  rage  and  pleye, 
Whyl  that  hir  honsbond  was  at  Oseneye, 
As  clerkes  ben  fhl  subtile  and  fnl  qaeynte  ; 
And  prively  he  canghte  hir  by  the  qneynte, 
And  seyde,  *y-wis,  bnt  if  ich  have  my 

wiUe,  (9x)  3277 

For  demo  love  of  thee,  lemman,  I  spille.' 
And  heeld  hir  harde  by  the  haonche-bones. 
And  seyde,  *  lemman,  love  me  al  at-ones. 
Or  I  wol  dyen,  also  god  me  save !  *  3281 
And  she  sprong  as  a  colt  doth  in  the  travc, 
And  with  hir  heed  she  wryed  faste  awey, 
And  seyde,  *  I  wol  nat  kisse  thee,  by  my  fey. 
Why,  lat  be,'  quod  she,  *lat  be,  Nicholas, 
Or  I  wol  orye  out  "harrow"  and  "alias." 
Do  wey  your  handes  for  your  curteisyo  ! ' 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  for  to  cxye. 
And  spak  sofnire,  and  profired  hir  so  faste, 
That  she  hir   love  him   graunted   atte 

laste,  (104)  3290 

And  swoor  hir  00th,  by  seint  'Diomas  of 

Kent, 
That  she  wol  been  at  his  comandement. 
Whan  that  she  may  hir  leyser  wel  espye. 

*  Myn  honsbond  is  so  Ail  of  jalonsye, 
That  but  ye  wayte  wel  and  been  privee,  3395 
I  woot  right  wel  I  nam  but  deed,'  quod  she. 

*  Yo  moste  been  ftil  deme,  as  in  this  oas.' 

*Nay  ther-of  care  thee  noght,'  quod 
Nicholas,  (iia) 

'  A  clerk  had  litherly  biset  his  whyle, 
But-if  he  ooude  a  cariienter  bigyle.'  3300 
And  thus  they  been  acorded  and  y-swom 
To  wayte  a  tyme,  as  I  have  told  bifom. 
Whan  Nicholas  had  doon  thus  evexydeel. 
And  thakked  hir  aboute  the  lendes  weel. 
He  kist  hir  swete,  and  taketh  his  sautiye. 
And  pleyeth  fiwte,  and  makoth  melodye. 


Than  fil  it  thus,  that  to  the  parish- 
ohirohe,  (i^') 

Cristes  owne  werkes  for  to  wirche, 
This  gode  wyf  wente  on  an  haliday ; 
Hir  forheedshoon  as  hright  as  any  day,  33 10 
So  was  it  wasshen  whan  she  leet  hir  vrerk. 
Now  was  ther  of  that  chirche  a  pariah- 
clerk, 
The  which  that  was  y-deped  Absdloii. 
Cml  was  his  heer,  and  as  the  gold  it  shoon. 
And  strouted  as  a  fiuine  laige  a^id  brode ; 
Ful  streight  and  even  lay  his  joly  shode. 
His  rode  was  reed,  his  eyen  greye  as  goos ; 
With  Powles  window  cor\'en  on  his  shoos, 
In  hoses  rede  he  wente  fetisly.  (133) 

T-clad  he  was  ful  smol  and  proprely,  3300 
Al  in  a  kirtel  of  a  light  wachet ; 
Ful  fiaire  and  thikke  been  the  poyntesset 
And  ther-up-on  he  haddo  a  gay  suiplys 
As  whyt  as  is  the  bloeme  up-on  the  lys. 
A  mery  child  he  was,  so  god  me  save,  3325 
Wel  coude  he  laten  blood  and  ollppe  and 
shave,  (140) 

And  make  achartre  of  lond  or  acquitaunoe. 
In  twenty  nuuiere  coude  he  trippe  and 

daunoe 
After  the  soole  of  Oxenforde  tho, 
And  with  his  legges  casten  to  and  fro,  3330 
And  pleyen  songes  on  a  small  rubible ; 
Thereto  he  song  som-tyme  a  loud  quinible ; 
And  as  wel  ooude  ho  pleye  on  his  giteme. 
In  al  the  toun  nas  biewhous  ne  taveme 
That  he  ne  visited  with  his  solas,        3335 
Ther  any  gaylard  tappestere  was.       (130) 
But8oothtoseyn,hewas8omdel  sqnaymoos 
Of  farting,  and  of  specfae  daungerous. 

This  Absolon,  that  jolif  was  and  gay, 
Qooth  with  a  senoer  on  the  haliday,  3340 
Sensinge  the  wyvos  of  the  parish  fhste ; 
And  many  a  lovely  look  on  hem  he  caste, 
And  namely  on  this  carpenteres  wy£ 
To  loke  on  hir  him  thoughte  a  meiy  lyf, 
She  was  so  propre  and  swete  and  Ukerous. 
I  dar  wel  seyii,if  shehadbocnamous,  (160) 
And  he  a  oat,  he  wolde  hir  hente  anon. 
This  parish-clerk,  this  joly  Absolon, 
Hath  in  his  herte  swlch  a  love-longinge, 
That  of  no  wyf  ne  took  he  noon  offringe ; 
For  curtelsye,  he  seyde,  he  wotdo  noon. 
The  mone,  whan  it  was  nig^ht,  tal  brighte 
shoon,  3352 
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And  Abfokm  his  giteme  hath  y-take, 
For  paramours,  he  thoghte  for  to  wake. 
And  forth  hegooth,  jolifandamoroiia,  3355 
TU  h»  cam  to  the  caipenteres  hoiw    (170) 
A  litel  after  ookkes  hadde  y-crowe ; 
And  dressed  him  up  bj  a  shotwwindowe 
That  was  np-on  the  oarpentores  waL 
He  aingeth  in  his  vois  gentU  and  snud, 
'  Xow,  dere  lady,  if  thy  wille  he,  3361 

I  pr^e  yow  that  ye  wol  rewe  on  me,' 
Fol  wel  aoordaunt  to  his  giterninge. 
This  carpenter  awook,  and  herde  him 

ainge. 
And    spak    nn-to   his    wyf,  and    aeyde 
anon,  3365 

'  What !  Alison  I  heirestow  nat  Absolon 
That  channtoth  thus  under  our  boures 
wal?»  (181) 

And  she  answerde  hir  hoosbond  ther- 

with-al, 
*  Yis,  god  wot,  John,  I  here  it  eveiy-deL' 
This  paaseth  forth ;   what  wol  ye  bet 
than  wol  ?  3370 

Fro  day  to  day  this  joly  Absolon 
So  woweth  hir,  that  him  is  wo  bigon. 
He  waketh  al  the  night  and  al  the  day ; 
Ho  kempte  hise  lokkes  brode,  and  made 
himgi^;  3374 

He  woweth  hir  by  menes  and  brocage. 
And    swoor   he   wolde   been    hir   owne 
i*«e;  (190) 

He  singeih,  btokkinge  as  a  nightingale ; 
He  sente  hir  piment,  meeth,  and  spjrood 

ale, 
And  wafres,  pyping  hote  out  of  the  glede ; 
And  for  she  waa  of  toune,  he  profred 
mode,  3380 

For  00m  folk  wol  ben  wonnen  for  richesse. 
And  som  for  strokes,  and  som  for  gentil- 


Somtyme,  to  shewe  his  lightnease  and 
maistrye. 
He  pleyeth  Herodes  on  a  scaifold  hye. 
But  what  avaUleth  him  as  in  this  cas?  33S5 
She  loveth  so  this  hende  Nicholas,     (aix>) 
That  Absolon  may  blows  the  bukkes  horn ; 
He  ne  hadde  for  his  labour  but  a  scorn ; 
And  thus  she  maketh  Absolon  hir  ape, 
And  al  his  emest  tumeth  tU  a  jape.    3390 
Fnl  sooth  is  this  proverbe,  it  is  no  lye, 
Jien  seyn  right  thus,  '  alwey  the  nyo  slye 


Haketh  the  ferre  leve  to  be  looth.' 

For  though  that    Absolon  be  wood    or 

wrooth,  3394 

By-cause  that  he  fer  was  from  hir  sighto, 
This  nye  Nicholas  stood  inhislighte.  (3 10) 
Now  here  thee  wel,  thou  hende  Nicho- 
las! 
For  Absolon  may  waille  and  singe  '  alias.' 
And  so  hifel  it  on  a  Saterday, 
This  carpenter  was  goon  til  Osenay;  3400 
And  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisoun 
Acorded  been  to  this  oonolusioun, 
That  Nicholas  shal  shapen  him  a  wyle 
This  sely  jalons  honsbond  to  bigyle ; 
And  if  so  be  the  game  wente  aright,  3405 
She  sholde  slepen  in  his  arm  al  night. 
For  this  was  his  desyr  and  hir  also.    (321) 
And  right  anon,  with-outen  woides  mo. 
This  Nicholas  no  longer  wolde  tarie, 
But  doth  ftil  softe  un-to  his  chambre 

oarie  3410 

Bothe  mete  and  drinke   for   a*  day  or 

tweye. 
And  to  hir  housbonde  bad  hir  for  to  seye, 
If  that  he  axed  after  Nicholas, 
She  sholde  seye  she  niste  where  he  was, 
Of  al  that  day  she  saugh  him  nat  with  y6 ; 
She  trowed  that  he  was  in  maladye,  (330)' 
For,  for  no  oiy,  hir  mayde  ooude  him 

calle;  3417 

He   nolde   answere,    for  no-thing   that 

mighte  f^e. 
This  passeth  forth  al  thilke  Saterday, 
That  Nicholas  stille  in  his  chambre  lay. 
And  eet  and  sleep,  or  dido  what  him 

leste,  3431 

Til  Sonday,  that  the  sonne  gooth  to  reste. 

This  sely  carpenter  hath  greet  merveyle 

Of  Nicholas,  or  what  thing  mighte  him 

eyle,  3424 

And  seyde,  *  I  am  adrad,  by  seint  Thomas, 
It  stondcth  nat  aright  with  Nicholas.  (340) 
Qod  shilde  that  he  deyde  sodeynly ! 
This  world  is  now  iVil  tikel,  sikerly ; 
I  saugh  to>day  a  con  y-bom  to  chirche 
That  now,  on  Monday  last,  I  saugh  him 

wirche.  3430 

Gk>  up,'  quod  he  un-to  his  knave  anoon, 
*  Clepe  at  his  dore,  or  knokke  with  a  stoon, 
Loke  how  it  is,  and  tel  me  boldely.' 
This  knave  gooth  him  up  f ul  sturdily. 
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And  at  the  ohambre-dore,  whyl  that  he 

Btood,  3435 

He  cryde  and  knokked  as  that  he  were 

-wood : —  (250) 

*What!     howl     what    do   ye,    maister 

NichoLiy? 
How  may  ye  slepen  al  the  longe  day  ? ' 

Bat  al  for  noght,  he  herde  nat  a  word ; 
An  hole  he  fond,  foX  lowe  np-on  a  bord, 
Ther  as    the   cat  was  wont    in  for  to 

crepe;  344« 

And  at  that  hole  he  looked  in  fol  depe, 
And  at  thelastehehadde  of  him  asighte. 
This  Nicholas  sat  gaping^  ever  np-righte, 
As  he  had  kyked  on  the  newe  mone.  3445 
Adoon  he  gooth,  and  tolde  his  maister 

sone  (a6o) 

In  what  array  he  sangh  this  ilke  man. 
This  carpenter  to  blessen  him  bigan, 
And  seyde,  '  help  ns,  seinte  Frideswyde  I 
A  man  woot  litel  what  him  shal  bi^^^e. 
This  man  is  falle,  with  his  astromye,  3451 
In  Bom  woodnesse  or  in  som  agonye ; 
I  thoghte  ay  wel  how  that  it  sholde  be ! 
Hen  sholde  nat  knowe  of  goddes  priyetee. 
Te,  blessed  be  alwey  a  lowed  man,      3455 
That  noght  but  only  his  bileve  can  I   (270) 
So  ferde  another  clerk  with  astromye ; 
He  walked  in  the  feeldes  for  to  piye 
Up-on  the  sterres,  what  ther  sholde  bifalle, 
Til  he  was  in  a  marle-pit  y-fifdle ;        3460 
He  sangh  nat  that.    Bat  yet,  by  seint 

Thomas, 
Me  reweth  sore  of  hende  Nicholas. 
He  shal  be  rated  of  his  studying, 
If  that  I  may,  by  Jesos,  heyene  king ! 

Get  me  a  staf,  that  I  may  onderspore, 
Whyl  that  thoo,  Bobin,  hevesb  np  the 

dore.  (280)  3466 

He  shal  oat  of  his  stadying,  as  I  gesse' — 
And  to  the  chambra-dore  he  gan  him 

dresse. 
His  knave  was  a  strong  carl  for  the  nones, 
And  by  the  haspe  he  haf  it  up  atones ; 
In-to  the  floor  the  dote  fll  anon.  3471 

This  Nicholas  sat  ay  as  stille  as  stoon, 
And  ever  gaped  upward  in-to  the  eir. 
This  carpenter  wende  he  were  in  despeir, 
And  hente  hini  by  the  sholdres  mightily, 
And  shook  him  harde,  and  cryde  spit- 

ously,  (J90)  3476 


'What!    Nioholay!   what,  howl  what! 

loke  adoon  1 
Awake,  and  thenk  on  Cristes  passioon  ; 
I  crouohethee  from  elves  and  fto  wi^tes !' 
Ther-with  the  night-spel  seyde  he  anon- 

rightes  34S0 

On  foore  halves  of  the  hous  aboate. 
And  on  the  threshlbld  of  the  dore  with- 

oute : — 
*  Jesu  Crist,  and  s6ynt  Benedig^t, 
Blesse  this  hous  from  eveiy  wikked 

wight, 
For  nightes  verye,   the  white  pater- 

noster! —  3485 

Where  wentestow,  seynt  Fetres  soster?* 

And  atte  lasts  this  hende  Nicholas    (301; 

Gan  for  to  syke  sore,  and  seyde,  *  alias ! 

Shal  al  the  world  be  lost  eftsones  now  ?  * 

This      carpenter     answerde,      *what 

seystow  ?  3490 

What !  thenk  on  god,  as  we  don,  men 

thatswinke.' 
This  Nicholas  answerde,  ^feoehe  me 

drinke; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  in  privetee 
Of  cert^yn  thing  that  toucheth  me  and 

thee;  3494 

I  wol  telle  it  non  other  man,  certeyn.' 
This  carpenter  goth  doun,  and  oomth 

ageyn,  (310) 

And  In^hte  of  mighty  ale  a  large  quart ; 
And  whan  that  ech  of  hem  had  dxtmke 

his  part, 
This  Nicholas  his  dore  faste  shette,    3499 
And  doun  the  carpenter  by  him  he  sette. 
He  seyde,  'John,  myn  hosts  lief  and 

dere. 
Thou  shalt  up^on  thy  trouthe  swere  me 

here. 
That  to  no  wight  thou  shalt  this  oonseil 


For  it  is  Cristes  conseil  that  I  ssySi    3504 
And  if  thou  telle  it  man,  thou  are  forlore ; 
For  this  vengaunce  thou  shalt  ban  ther> 
fore,  (3ao) 

That  if  thoa  wr^e  me,  thoo  shalt  be 


'  Nay,  Crist  f orbede  it,  for  his  holy  Uood ! ' 

Quod  tho  this  sely  man,  *I  nam  no  labbe, 

Ne,  though  I  seye,  I  nam  nat  lief  to 

gabbe.  3510 
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Sey  whAt  thoa  woU,  I  shal  it  never  telle 
To  child  ne  wyf,  by  him  that  harwed 
heUer 

*  Now  John/  quod  Nicholas,  '  I  wol  nat 

lye; 
I  have  y-foonde  in  myn  astrologye, 
As  I  have  loked  in  the  mone  bright,    5515 
That  now,  a  liond^y  next,  at  quarter- 
night,  (330) 
Shal  falle  a  xeyn  and  that  so  wilde  and 

wood. 
That  half  so  greet  was  never  Note  flood. 
This  world,'  he  seyde,  *in  lasse  than  in 

an  hour 
Shal  al  be  dr^ynt,  so  hidons  is  the  shonr ; 
Thns  shal  manhynde  drenche  and  lese 

hir  lyf.'  35ai 

This  carpenter  answerde, '  alias,  my  wyf! 

And  shal  she  drenche?  alias!  myn  Ali- 

soon!' 
For  sorwe  of  this  he  fll  almost  adoon. 
And  seyde,  *is  iher  no  remedie  in  this 

cas?'  35*5 

*  Why,    yis,    for    gode,'    quod    hende 

Nicholas,  (340) 

*  If  thoa  wdt  werken  after  lore  and  reed ; 
Thoa  mayst  nat  werken  after  thyn  owene 


For  thus  seith  Salomon,  that  was  fal 

trewe, 
**  Werk  al  hy  oonseil,  and  thoa  shalt  nat 

rewe."  3530 

And  if  thou  werken  wolt  by  good  oonseil, 
I  ondertake,  with-oaton  mast  and  seyl. 
Yet  shal  I  saven  hir  and  thee  and  me. 
Hastow  nat  herd  how  saved  was  NoA, 
Whan  that  oar  lord  had  warned  him 

bifom  3535 

That  al  the  world  with  water  sholde  be 

lorn  ? '  (350) 

*Yis,'  qnod  this  carpenter,  'iol  yore 

aga» 
*  Hastow  nat  herd,'  qnod  Nicholas,  *  also 
The  sorwe  of  NoS  with  his  felawshipe,  3539 
£r  that  he  mighte  gete  his  wyf  to  shipe? 
Him  had  be  lever,  I  dar  wel  undertake, 
At  thilke  tyme,  than  alle  hise  wetheres 

blake. 
That  she  hadde  had  a  ship  hir-self  allone. 
And  ther-fore.  woetou  what  is  best  to 

done?  3544 


This  asketh  haste,  and  of  an  hastif  thing 
Men  may  nat  preche  or  maken  tarying. 

Anon  go  gete  us  faste  in-to  this  in  (361) 
A  kneding-trogh,  or  elles  a  kimelin, 
For  ech  of  us,  but  loke  that  they  be 

large. 
In  whiche  we  mowe  swimme  as  in  a  bargo, 
And  han  ther-inne  vitoille  suffisant    3551 
But  for  a  day ;  fy  on  the  remenant ! 
The  water  shal  aslake  and  goon  away 
Aboute  pryme  up-on  the  nezte  day. 
But  Bobin  may  nat  wite  of  this,  thy 

knave,  (369)  3555 

Ne  eek  thy  mayde  Gille  I  may  nat  save ; 
Axe  nat  why,  for  though  thou  aske  me, 
I  wol  nat  tellen  goddes  privetee. 
Suffiseth  thee,  but  if  thy  wittes  madde, 
To  han  as  greet  agrace  as  N06  hadde.  3560 
Thy  wyf  shal  I  wel  saven,  out  of  doute, 
Gto  now  thy  wey,  and  speed  thee  heer- 

aboute. 
But  whan  thou  hast,  for  hir  and  thee 

and  me, 
Y-get^  us  thise  kneding^bbes  three, 
Than  shaltow  hange  hem  in  the  roof  ful 

That  no  man  of  our  purveyaxuioe  spye. 
And  whan  thou  thus  hast  doon  as  I  have 
seyd,  (381) 

And  hast  our  vitaille  fiure  in  hem  y-leyd, 
And  eek  an  ax,  to  smyte  the  oorde  atwo 
When  that  the  water  comth,  that  we 

n»y  gOi  3570 

And  broke  an  hole  an  heigh,  up-on  the 

gable. 
Unto  the  gardin*ward,  over  the  stable. 
That  we  may  f rely  passen  forth  our  way 
Whan  that  the  grete  shour  is  goon  away — 
Than  shaltow  swimme  as  myrie,  I  under- 
take, 3575 
As  doth  the  whyte  doke  after  hir  drake. 
Than  wol  I  depe,  "how!  Aliion!  how! 
John !                                              (391) 
Be  myrie,  for  the  flood  wol  passe  anon." 
And   thou    wolt   seyn,   *'hayl,    maister 

Nicholay ! 
GKK>d  morwe,  I  se  thee  wel,  for  it  is  day." 
And  than  shul  we  be  lordes  al  our  lyf  3581 
Of  al  the  world,  as  No«  and  his  wyf. 

But  of  o  thyng  I  wame  thee  fal  right,  ■ 
Be  wel  avysed,  on  that  like  night       3584. 
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That  we  bon  entred  in-to  shippes  bord, 
That  noon  of  ns  ne  spoke  nat  a  word,  (400) 
Ne  olepe,  no  ciye,  bnt  been  in  hk  preyere ; 
For  it  JM  goddes  owne  heste  dere. 
Thy  wyf  and  thoa  mote    hange   fer 

a-twinne, 
For  that  bitwixe  yow  shal  be  no  anne 
No  more  in  loolung  than  ther  shal  in 

dede ;  3591 

This  ordinance  is  seyd,  go,  god  thee  spede! 
Tomorwe  at  night,  whan  men  bon  alia 

aslepe, 
In-to  our  knedlng-tubbes  wol  we  crepe. 
And  sitten  ther,  abyding  goddes  grace. 

00  now  thy  wey,  I  have  no  lenger  spane 
To  make  of  this  no  lenger  sermoning.  (41 1 ) 
Ken  seyn  thns,  "  send  the  wyse,  and  sey 

no-thing;"  3598 

Thou  art  so  wys,  it  nedeth  thee  nat  teche ; 
Go,  save  onr  lyf,  and  that  I  thee  biseohe.' 
This  sely  carpenter  goth  forth  his  wey. 
Fol  ofte  he  scith  *  alias '  and  *  weylaw^,' 
And  to  his  wyf  he  tolde  his  privetee ; 
And  she  was  war,  and  knew  it  bet. than 

he,  (418)  3604 

What  ol  this  qneynte  cast  was  for  to  seyo. 
But  nathelees  she  ferde  as  she  wolde  deye, 
And  seyde, '  alias !  go  forth  thy  wey  anon, 
Help  us  to  scape,  or  we  ben  lost  echon ; 

1  am  thy  trewe  verray  wedded  wyf; 

Go,  dere  spouse,  and  help  to  save  onr 
lyf.'  3610 

Lo !  which  a  greet  thyng  is  affecoioun ! 
Men  mey  dye  of  imaginacioon, 
So  depe  may  impressioun  be  take. 
This  sely  carpenter  bigiunethqoake;  3614 
Him  thinketh  verraily  that  he  may  see 
Note  flood  come  walwing  as  the  see  (430) 
To  drenchen  AUBOun,  his  hony  dere. 
He  wepeth,  weyleth,  maketh  sory  ohere. 
He  syketh  with  ful  many  a  soiy  swogh. 
He  gooth  and  geteth  him  a  kneding-trogh, 
And  after  that  a  tubbe  and  a  kimelin,  3631 
And  prively  he  sente  hem  to  his  in. 
And  heng  hem  in  the  roof  in  privetee. 
His  owne  hand  he  made  laddres  three, 
To  climben  by  the  ronges  and  the  stalkes 
XJn-to  the  tubbes  hanginge  in  the  balkes, 
And  hem  vitailled,  botho  trogh  and  tubbe. 
With  breed  and  ohese,  and  good  ale  in 
ajubbe,  .(442)3628 


Snfl>8inge  right  y-nogh  as  for  a  day. 
But  or  that  he  had  maad  al  thu  array. 
He  sente  his  knave,  and  eek  his  wenche 

also,  3631 

Up-on  his  node  to  London  for  to  go. 
And  on  the  Monday,  whan  it  drow  to 

night, 
He  shette  his  dore  with-oute  oandel-liglit. 
And  dressed  al  thing  as  it  sholde  be.  3635 
And  shortly,  up  they  olomben  aUe  three ; 
They  sitten  stilJe  wel  a  Airlong-way.  (451) 
*  Now,  Paief'^itotter^  olom !  *  seyde  Nieho- 

Uiy, 
And  '  olom,'  quod  John,  and  *  dom,'  seyde 

Alisoun. 
This  oarpenter  seyde  his  devooionn,   3640 
And  stille  he  sit,  and  biddeth  hispreyere, 
Awasrtinge  on  the  reyn,  if  he  it  here. 
The  dede  sleep,  for  wery  bisinesBe, 
Fil  on  this  carpenter  right,  as  I  gesse, 
Aboute  oorfew-tyme,  or  litel  more ;     3645 
For  travaU   of   his    goost    he    groneth 

sore,  (460) 

And  eft  he  routeth,  for  his  heed  mislay. 
Doun  of  the  laddre  stalketh  Nicholay. 
And  Alisoun,  ful  softs  adoon  she  spedde; 
With-onten   wordes   mo,  they  goon   to 

bedde  3650 

Ther-as  the  carpenter  is  wont  to  lye. 
Ther  was  the  revel  and  the  melodye ; 
And  thus  lyth  Alison  and  Nicholas, 
In  bisinesse  of  mirthe  and  of  solas,     3654 
Til  that  the  belle  of  laudes  gan  to  rings, 
And  freres  in  the  ohannoel  gomie  singe. 
This  parish-olerk,    this    amorous  Ab- 

solon,  (471) 

That  is  for  love  alwey  so  wo  bigon, 
Up-on  the  Monday  was  at  Oseneye 
With  oompanye,   him  to    disporte  and 

pleye,  3660 

And  axed  up-on  cas  a  cloisterer 
Ful  prively  after  John  the  carpenter ; 
And  ho  drough  him  a-part  out  of  the 

ohirche, 
And  seyde,  *I  noot,  Isaugh  him  here  nat 

wirohe 
Sin  Saterday ;  I  trow  that  he  be  went  3665 
For  timber,  ther  our  abbot  hath  him 

sent ;  (480) 

For  he  is  wont  for  timber  for  to  go. 
And  dwellen  at  the  grange  a  day  or  two; 
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Or  Alles  he  18  at  his  hons,  certeyn ;     3669 
l¥her  that  he  be,  I  can  nat  nothly  leyn/ 

This  Abaolon  fhl  joly  'waa  and  light, 
And  thoghte,  *  now  ia  tyme  wake  al  night ; 
F6r  aikirly  I  Hngh  him  nat  stiringe  3673 
Abonte  his  dore  sin  day  bigan  to  springe. 
So  moot  I  thxyve,  I  shal,  at  cokkes  orowe, 
FjH  prively  knokken  at  his  windowe  (490) 
That  stant  fnl  lowe  np-on  his  bonres  waL 
To  AUson  now  wol  f  tellan  al 
Ky   love-longing,  for    yet    I    shal    nat 


That  at  the  leste  wey  I  shalhir  kian.  3680 
Som  maner  oonfort  shal  I  have,  parfiny, 
My  mouth  hath  ioched    al   this  longa 

day; 
That  is  a  signe  of  kissing  atte  leste. 
Al  night  me  meftte  eek,  I  was  at  a  feste. 
Therfor  I  wol  gon  slope  an   honre  or 

tweyo,  3685 

And  al  the  night  than  wol  I  wake  and 

pleye.'  (500) 

Whan  that  the  llrste  cok  hath  orowe, 


Up  rist  this  joly  lover  Absolon, 
And  him  arrayeth  gay,  at  point-devys. 
But  first  he  eheweth  greyn  and  lycoxys, 
To  smeUen  swete,  er  he  had  kembd  his 

heer.  3691 

Under  hJs  tonge  a  trewe  love  he  beer, 
For  ther-by  wende  he  to  ben  graoious. 
He  rometh  to  the  carpenteres  hons, 
And   stiUo    he    stant  xoider   the    shot- 

windowe ;  (509)  3695 

Un-to  his  brest  it  raoghte,  it  was  so  lowe ; 
And  soffce  he  cogheth  with  a  semi-soun — 
*  What  do  ye,  honyHwmb,  swete  Alisonn  ? 
My  faiiB  brid,  my  swete  cinamome, 
Awaketh,  lemman  myn,  and  speketh  to 

me !  3700 

Wd  litel  thenken  ye  np-on  my  wo, 
That  for  your  love  I  swete  ther  I  go. 
No  wonder  is  thogh  that  I  swelte  and 

swete; 
I  moomo  aa  doth  a  lamb  after  the  tete. 
Y-wis,  lemman,  I  have  swich  love-long- 

in«^  3705 

That  lyk  a  tnrtel  trewe  is  my  moominge; 

Imaynatetenamorethanamayde.'  (531) 

*Oo  tro  the  window,  Jakke  fool,'  Bhe 

sayda, 


*  As  help  me  god,  it  wol  nat  be  "  com  ba 

me,"  3709 

I  love  another,  and  dies  I  were  to  blame, 
Wei  bet  than  thee,  by  Jesn,  Absolon ! 
Go  forth  thy  wey,  or  I  wol  oaste  a  ston, 
And  lat  me  slepe,  a  twenty  devel  wey !  * 

*•  Alias,'  quod  Absolon,  '  and  weylawey ! 
That  trewe  love  was  ever  so  yvel  biset ! 
Than  kisee  me,  sin  it  may  be  no  bet,  (530) 
For  JesDS  love  and  for  the  love  of  me.' 

*  Wiltow  than  go  thy  wey  ther-with  ? ' 

qnodshe. 
*Ye,  certes,  lemman,'  qnod  this  Ab- 
solon. 
^Thanne  make  thee  redy,'  qnod  she, 
*  I  oome  anon ; '  373<» 

fAnd  nn-to  Nicholas  she  seyde  stiUe, 
f^Now  host,  and  thoa  shalt  langhen  al 
thyfllle.* 
This  Absolon  donn  sette  him  on  his 
knees. 
And  aeyde,  *  I  nm  a  lord  at  alle  degrees ; 
For  after  this  I  hope  ther  cometh  more ! 
Lemman,  thy  grace,  and  swete  brid,  thyn 
ore!'  (540)3726 

Tbe  window  she  nndoth,  and  that  in 
haste, 

*  Have  do,'  qnod  she,  '  com  of,  and  speed 

theefaste, 
Lest  that  onr  neighebores  thee  eepye.' 
Tlus  Absolon  gan  wype  his  month  iViI 

drye ;  3730 

Dork  was  the  night  as  pioh,  or  as  the  colo, 
And  at  the  window  ont  she  pntte  hir  hole, 
And  Absolon,  him  fil  no  bet  ne  wers, 
fiat  with  his  month  he  kiste  hir  naked 

ers 
Fnl  savonrly,  er  he  was  war  of  this.    3735 
Abak  he  sterte,  and  thoghte  it  was 

amis,  (55i» 

For  wel  he  wiste  a  womman  hath  no 

herd; 
He  felte  a  thing  al  rongh  and  long  y-herd, 
And  seyde,  * iy  I  alias !  what  have  I  do? ' 

*  Tehee  I '    qnod    she,   and    clapto    tho 

window  to ;  3740 

And  Absolon  goth  forth  a  sory  pas. 

^  A  herd,  a  herd  ! '  qnod  honde  Nicholas, 
^By  goddes  corpus^  this  goth  faire  and 
weel!' 
This  sely  Absolon  herde  evexy  deel,  3744 
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And  on  his  lippe  he  gan  for  anger  byte ; 
And  to  him-6elf  he  ^eyde,  *  I  shal  thee 

qnyte!'  {560) 

Who  mbbeth  now,  who  froteth  now  his 

lippes 
With  dnst,  with  sond,  with  straw,  with 

clooth,  with  chippes, 
But  Absolon,  that  seith  fed  ofte,  *  alla« ! 
My  sonle  bitake  I  im-to  Sathanas,       3750 
Bnt  me  wer  lever  than  al  this  tonn,* 

quod  he, 
'  Of  this  despyt  awroken  for  to  be ! 
Alias!*  quod  he,  *  alias  I  I  ne  hadde  7- 

bleynt!' 
His  hote  lore  was  cold  and  al  y^qu^ynt; 
For  fro  that  tyme  that  he  had  kiste  hir 

o«,  3755 

Of  paramours  he  sette  nat  a  kers,       (570) 
For  he  was  heled  of  his  maladye  ; 
Fol  ofte  paramours  he  gan  defiye, 
And  weep  as  dooth  a  child  that  isy-bete. 
A  sofbe  paas  he  wente  over  the  strete  3760 
Un-til  a  smith  men  oleped  daun  Oerveys, 
That  in  his  forge  smithed  plough-hamej^ ; 
He  sharpeth  shaar  and  cnlter  bisily. 
This  Absolon  knokketh  al  esily. 
And  seyde,   *undo,    Gkrveys,  and   that 
anon/  3765 

'What,  who  artow?'  'It  am  I,  Ab- 
solon.' (580) 
*  What,  Absolon  !  for  Cristes  swete  tree, 
Why  ryse  ye  so  rathe,  ey,  ben'eiU  ! 
What  eyleth  yow  ?  som  gay  gerl,  god  it 
woot,  3669 
Hath  broght  yow  thus  upK>n  theviritoot; 
By  sfiynt  Note,  ye  woot  wel  what  I  mene.* 

This  Absolon  ne  roghte  nat  a  bene 
Of  al  his  pley,  no  word  agayn  he  yaf ; 
He  hadde  more  tow  on  his  distaf 
Than  Oerveys  knew,  and  seyde,  *f^»end 
80  dere,  (589)  3775 

That  hote  culter  in  the  chimenee  here, 
As  lene  it  me,  I  have  ther-with  to  done. 
And  I  wol  bringe  it  thee  agayn  ful  sone.' 
Gerveys  answerde,  *  certes,  were  it  gold, 
Or  in  a  poke  nobles  alle  untold,  3780 

Thou  sholdest  have,  as  I  am  trewe  smith ; 
£y,  Cristes  foo!   what  wol  ye  do  ther- 
with?' 
*  Ther-of,'  quod  Absolon,  '  be  as  be  may ; 
I  shal  wal  telle  it  thee  to-morwe  daiy ' — 


And  caughte  the    oulter  by  the    oolde 
stele.  3785 

Ful  sofle  out  at  the  dore  he  gan  to  stele. 
And  wente  un-to  the  oarpenteres  waL  (601 ) 
He  cogheth  first,  and  knokketh    ther^ 

with-al 
Upon  the  windowe,  right  as  he  dide  er. 

This  Alison  answerde,  *■  Who  is  ther  3790 

That  knokketh  so  ?  I  wannte  it  a  theef.* 

*Why,  nay,'  quod  he,  *god  woot,  my 

swete  leef, 

I  am  thyn  Absolon,  my  dereling ! 

Of  gold,'  quod  he,  '  I  have  thee  hrogfat 

aring; 
Hy  moder  yaf  it  me,  so  god  me  save,  3795 
Ful  fyn  it  is,  and  ther-to  wel  y-grave ;  (610 
This  wol  I  yeve  thee,  if  thou  me  kisse  !' 

This  Nicholas  was  risen  for  to  pine. 
And  thoghte  he  wolde  amenden  al  the 

jape,  3799 

He  sholde  kisse  his  era  er  that  he  scape.  . 
And  up  the  windowe  dide  he  hastily. 
And  out  his  ers  he  putteth  prively 
Over  the  buttok,  to  the  haunohe-bon ; 
And   ther-with    spak    this    clerk,    this 

Absolon, 
'  Spek,  swete  bxid,  I  noot  nat  wher  thou 

art'  3805 

This  Nicholas  anon  leet  flee  a  fart,  (620; 
As  greet  as  it  had  been  a  thonder^ent, 
That  with   the   strook   he  was  almost 

y-blent ; 
And  he  was  redy  with  his  iren  hoot, 
And  Nicholas  amidde  the  ers  he  smoot 
Of  gooth   the   skin   an   hande-brede 

aboute,  3811 

The  hote  culter  brende  so  his  toate, 
And  for  the  smert  he  wende  for  to  dye. 
As  he  were  wood,  for  wo  he  gan  to  crye — 
'Help!  water!  water!  help,  for  goddes 

herte!'  3815 

This  carpenter  out  of  hisslomber  stette. 

And  herde  oon  oryen  *  water'  as  he  wen 

wood,  (63 1) 

And  thoghte,  *  Alias !  now  oomth  Nowdlis 

flood!' 
He  sit  him  up  with-outen  wordes  mo,  3819 
And  with  his  ax  he  smoot  the  ocnrde  a-two, 
And  doun  goth  al;  he  fbnd  neither  to 

selle, 
Ne  breed  ne  ale,  til  he  cam  to  the  selle 
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Up-cm  the  floor ;  andtheraswownehelay. 

Up  steite  hir  Alison,  and  Nicholay, 
And  cryden  *ont'  and  'harrow*  in  the 

»fere*«-  (639)  38^5 

The  neighebores,  bothe  smale  and  grete, 
In  nmnen,  for  to  ganren  on  this  man, 
That  yet  aswowne  he  lay,  bothe  pale  and 

-wan ; 
Por  with  the  fU  he  brosten  hadde  hie 

arm; 
But  stonde  he   moste   nn-to   hia  owne 

harm.  3830 

Tor  whan  he  spak,  he  was  anon  bore 

donn 
"With  hende  NiohoLis  and  Alisonn. 
Th^  tolden    eyeiy  man  that   he   was 

wood, 
He  was  agast  so  of' Kowdlis  flood' 
Thnxgh  fantasye,  that  of  his  vanitee  3835 
He  hadde  y-boght  him  kneding-tnbbes 

three.  (650) 


And  hadde  hem  hanged  in  the  roof  above ; 
And  that  he  preyed  hem,  for  goddes  love, 
To  Bitten  in  the  roof,  par  companye.    3839 

The  folk  gan  laughen  at  his  fantasye ; 
In-to  the  roof  they  kyken  and  they  gape, 
And  tamed  al  his  harm  un-to  a  jape. 
For  what  so  that  this  carpenter  answerde, 
It  was  for  noght,  no  man  his  reeon  herde ; 
With  othes  grete  he  was  so  sworn  adotm. 
That  he  was  holden  wood  in  al  the  toun  ; 
^or  every  clerk  anon-right  heeld  with 

other.  (661)  3847 

They  seyde,  *the  man  is  wood,  my  leve 

brother ;  * 
And  every  wight  gan  laughen  of  this  stryf. 
Thus  swyved  was  the  oarpenteres  wyf, 
For  al  his  keping  and  his  jsklotisye ;    3851 
And  Aboolon  hath  kist  hir  nether  ye ; 
And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  the  tonte. 
This  tale  is  doon,  and  god  save  al  the 

ronte  I  (668)  3854 


Here  endeth  the  MiUere  bia  tale 


THE  REEVE'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Reves  tale. 


Wrav  folk  had  laughen  at  this  nyoe  cas 
Of  Abaolon  and  hende  Kicholaa,  3856 

Diverse  folk  diversely  they  seyde ; 
Bat,  for  the  more  part,  they  looghe  and 

pleyde, 
Ne  at  this  tale  I  sangh  no  man  him  greve. 
Bat  it  weire  only  Osewold  the  Beve,    3860 
By-eaose  he  was  of  carpenteres  cnuPb. 
A  litel  ire  is  in  his  herte  y-lafb. 
He  gan  to  gracche  and  blamed  it  a  lyte. 
^So  theelc,'  quod  he,  'Ad  wel  coade 

I  yow  qoyte  (|p) 

With  blering  of  a  proad  milleres  yS,  3865 
If  that  me  liste  speke  of  ribaadye. 
Bat  ik  am  old,  me  list  not  pley  for  age ; 
6m»-tyme  is  doon,  my  fodder  is  now 

forage, 


This  whyte  top  wryteth  myne  olde  yeres, 
Myn  herte  is  al-€o  mowled  as  myne  heres, 
Bat-if  I  fare  as  dooth  an  open-ers ;  3871 
That  ilke  fttiit  is  ever  leng  the  wers. 
Til  it  be  roten  in  mollok  or  in  stree. 
We  olde  men,  I  drede,  so  fare  we ;  (20) 
Til  we  be  roten,  can  we  nat  be  Type ;  3875 
We  hoppen  ay,  whyl  that  the  world  wol 

pype. 
>  For  in  oare  wil  ther  stiketh  ever  a  nayl, 
To  have  an  hoor  heed  and  a  grene  tayl, 
As  hath  a  leek ;  for  thogh  oar  might  be 

goon, 
Onr  wil  desireth  folic  ever  in  con.       3880 
For  whan  we  may  nat  doon,  than  wol  we 

speke; 
Yet  in  oar  asshen  olde  is  f^r  y-reke. 
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Fonre  gfledes  han  we,  wMoho  I  ihal 
devyse, 
Avanntm^f  lying,  ftx^^^i  ooveityae ;     (30) 
Thiae  foore  sparkles  longen  nn-to  elde. 
Oar  olde  lemes  mowe  wel  been  nnwelde, 
Bat  wU  ne  shal  nat  faillen,  that  la  sooth. 
And  yet  ik  have  alwey  a  coltes  tooth,  3888 
As  many  a  yeer  as  it  is  passed  henne 
Sin  that  my  tappe  of  lyf  bigan  to  renne. 
For  sikerly,  whan  I  was  bore,  anon    3891 
Deeth  drogh  the  tappe  of  lyf  and  leet  it 

goni 
And  over  sith  hath  so  the  tappe  y-ronne. 
Til  that  almost  ol  empty  is  the  tonne.  (40) 
The  streem  of  lyf  now  droppeth  on  the 
chimbe ;  3895 

The  sely  tonge  may  wel  ringe  and  chimbe 
Of  wrocchednease  that  passed  is  fnl  yore ; 
With  olde  folk,  save  dotage,  is  namove.' 

Whan  that  oar  host  hadde  herd  this 
sermoning, 
He  gan  to  speke  as  lordly  as  a  king ;  3900 


He  seide,  ^  what  ammmteth  al  this  wit? 
What  shol  we  speke  alday  of  holy  writ  ? 
The  devel  made  a  rave  for  to  preohe, 
And  of  a  soater  a  shipman  or  a  leoha  (50) 
Sey  forth  thy  tale,  and  tarie  nat  the  tyme, 
Lo,  Depeford !  and  it  is  half-way  pryma 
Lo,  Grenewieh,  ther  many  a  shrews  is 
inne;  3907 

It  were  al  tyme  thy  tale  to  higinne.' 

*  Now,  sires,'  qaod  this  Osewold  theBeve, 

'  I  pray  yow  alle  that  ye  nat  yow  grave, 

Thogh  I  answere  and  somdel  sefcte  his 

howve ;  391 1 

For  levefal  is  with  force  force  of-showve. 

This  dronke  miUere  hath  y-told  as  heer. 
How  that  bigyled  was  a  earpenteer,  (60) 
Feraventore  in  soom,  for  I  am  oon.  3915 
And,  by  yoar  leva,  I  shal  him  qoyte  anoon ; 
Bight  in  his  oherles  termes  wol  I  speka. 
I  pray  to  god  his  nekke  mote  bxeke ; 
He  can  wel  in  myn  y9  seen  a  stalke,  3919 
Bat  in  his  owns  he  can  nat  seen  a  balke. 


THE   REVES  TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Revea  tale. 


At  Trompington,  nat  fer  fro  Cantebrigge, 
Ther  goth  a  brook  and  over  that  a  brigge, 
Up-onthewhiche  brook  therstant  a  melle ; 
And  this  is  verray  soth  that  I  yow  telle. 
A  Miller  was  ther  dwelling  many  a  day ; 
As  eny  pecok  he  was  proad  and  gay.  3936 
Pypen  he  ooade  and  flsshe,  and  nettes 

bete. 
And  tome  ooppes,  and  wel  wrastle  and 

sheto; 
And  by  his  belt  he  baar  a  long  panade, 
And  of  a  swerd  taX  trenchant  was  the 

blade.  3930 

A  joly  popper  baar  he  in  his  poache ;  (ix) 
Ther  was  no  man  for  peril  dozste  him 

tonche. 


A  ShofTeld  thwitel  baar  ho  in  his  hots ; 
Boond  was  his  face,  and  camuse  was  hh 

nose. 
As  piled  as  an  ape  was  his  skollo.        3935 
He  was  a  market-beter  atte  folia, 
Ther  dorste  no  wight  hand  up-on  him 

l«Mfei 
That  he  ne  swoor  he  sholde  anon  abogge. 
A  theef  he  was  for  aothe  of  oom  and  mele, 
And  that  a  sly,  and  osannt  for  to  stele. 
I^  name  was  hoten  dfiynoos  Simkin.  (^I'l 
A  wyf  he  hadde,  y-oomen  of  noble  kin ; 
The  person  of  the  toon  hir  fiklar  was. 
With  hir  he  yaf  fnl  many  a  panne  of  bras, 
For  that  Simkin  sholde  in  his  blood  aUye. 
She  was  y-fostred  in  a  nonnerye ;      .3916 
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For  Sixnkm  wolde  no  wyf,  as  lie  sayde, 
Bnt  she  were  wel  y-nonbssod  and  a  mayde. 
To  wAven  his  eataat  of  Tomanrye.        3949 
And  she  -was  proud,  and  pert  as  is  a  pye. 
A  fnl  £edr  sigkte  -was  it  on  hem  t-«iro ;   (51) 
On  haly^layes  biJfom  hir  wolde  he  go 
With  his  tipet  boonden  about  his  heed, 
And  she  cam  after  in  a  gyte  of  reed ; 
And  Sxmkin  hadde  hosen  of  the  mme. 
Ther  dorste  no  wight  olepen   hir  but 

*dame.'  3956 

Was  noon  so  hardy  thai  wente  by  the 

weye 
lliat  with  hir  dorste  rage  or  ones  pleye, 
But-if  he  wolde  be  slayn  of  Simkin    3959 
With  panade,  or  with  knyf,  or  boydekin. 
For  jalous  folk  ben  perilous  evermo,    (41) 
Algate  they  wolde  hir  wyves  wenden  so. 
And  eek,  for  she  was  somdel  smoterlich, 
She  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  dich ; 
And  ful  of  hoker  and  of  bisemare.       3965 
Hir  thoughts   that  a   lady  sholde   hir 

spare, 
What  for  hir  kinrede  and  hir  nortelrye 
That  she  had  lemed  in  the  nonnexye. 

A  dogliter  hadde  they  bitwixe  hem  two 
Of  twenty  yeer,  with-outen  any  mo,  3970 
Savinge  a  child  that  was  of  half-yeer  age ; 
In  oradel  it  lay  and  was  a  propre  page. 
This  wenche  tiukke  and  wel  y-growen 

was,  (53) 

With  camuso  nose  and  yen  greye  as  glas ; 
With  buttpkes  brodo  and  brestos  rounde 

and  hye,  3975 

But  right  fair  was  hir  heer,  I  wol  nat  lye. 
The  person  of  the  toun,  for  she  was  feir, 
In  purpos  was  to  maken  hir  his  heir 
Bothe  of  his  oatel  and  his  messuage,  3979 
And  straunge  he  made  it  of  hir  manage. 
His  purpos  was  for  to  bistowe  hir  hye  (6x) 
In-to  som  worthy  blood  of  auncetiye ; 
For  holy  chirohes  good  moot  been  de- 

spended 
On  holy  ohirches  blood,  that  is  descended. 
Tberfore  he  wolde  his  holy  Uood  honoure. 
Though  that  he  holy  chirche  sholde  de- 

voure.  39^ 

Oret  Boken  hath  this  miller,  out  of  doute, 

With  whete  and  malt  of  al  the  land  aboute ; 

And  nameliohe  ther  was  a  greet  ooUegge, 

Ken  olepen  the  Soler-halle  atCantebregge, 


Ther  was  hir  whete  and  eek  hir  malt 

y-grounde.  (71)  399* 

And  on  a  day  it  happed,  in  a  stonnde, 
Sik  lay  the  maunciple  on  a  maladye ; 
Men  wenden  wisly  that  he  sholde  dye. 
For  which  this  miller  stal  bothe  mele  and 

00m  3995 

An  hundred  tyme  more  thaxf  bifom  ; 
Forther>bifom  he  stal  bnt  curteisly. 
But  now  he  was  a  theef  outrageously. 
For  which  the  wardeyn  ohidde  and  made 

fare.  (79) 

Bnt  ther^fsette  the  miller  nat  atare;  4000 
He  craketh  boost,  and  swoor  it  was  nat  so. 
Than  were  ther  yonge  povre  olerkes  two, 
That  dwelten  in  this  hallo,  of  which  I  seye. 
Teetif  they  were,  and  lusty  for  to  pleyo, 
And,  only  for  hir  mirthe  and  revelrye, 
Up-on  the  wardeyn  bisily  they  crye,  4006 
To  yeve  hem  leve  but  a  litel  stonnde 
To  goon  to  mille  and  seen  hir  com  y- 

grounde; 
And  hardily,  they  donte  Isye  hir  nekke. 
The  mUler  ahold  nat  stele  hem  half  a 

pekke  (90)  4010 

Of  com  by  sleighte,  ne  by  force  hem  reve ; 
And  at  the  lasts  the  wardeyn  yaf  hem  leve. 
John  hig^t  that  oon,  and  Aleyn  hight 

that  other ; 
Of  o  tonn  were  th^  bom,  that  highte 

Strother,  4014 

Fer  in  the  north,  I  can  nat  telle  where. 

This  Aleyn  maJceth  redy  al  his  gere. 
And  on  an  hors  the  sak  he  caste  anon. 
Forth  goth  Aleyn  the  clerk,  and  also  John, 
With  good  swerd  and  with  bokeler  by  hir 

«yde.  (99)  4019 

John  knew  the  w^,  hem  nedede  no  gyde. 
And  at  the  mille  the  sak  adoun  he  layth. 
Aleyn  spak  first, '  al  hayl,  Symond,  y-fayth ; 
How  fares  thy  fairs  doghter  and  thy  wyf?  * 
*  Aleyn !  welcome,*  quod  Simkin,  *  by  my 

lyf, 

And  John  also,  how  now,  what  do  ye  heer  ? ' 
'Symond,'  quod  John,  'by  god,  nedo 

has  na  peer ;  4026 

Him  bote  serve   him-selve  that  has  na 

swayn. 
Or  elles  he  is  a  fool,  as  clerkes  sayn. 
Our  manciple,  X  hope  he  wil  bo  deed,  4029 
Swa  werkes  ay  the  wonges  in  his  heed. 
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And  forthy  is  I  comei  and  eek  Alayn,  (i 1 1) 
To  grinde  oar  com  and  carie  it  ham  agayn; 
I   pray  yow  spede  xu    hethen  that  ye 

may.' 
'  It  shal  be  doon/  qnod  Simkin,  *  by  my 

fay;  4034 

What  wol  y  e  doon  whyl  that  it  is  in  hande  ?  * 

'  By  god,  right  by  the  hoper  wil  I  stande/ 

Quod  John,  *and  ae  how  that  the  oom 

gas  in; 
Yet  sangh  I  never,  by  mj  fader  kin,  4038 
How  that  the  hoper  wagges  til  and  fra* 

Aleyn  answerde,  *  John,  and  wiltow  swa, 
Than  wil  I  be  bynethe,  by  my  cronn,  (lai) 
And  se  how  that  the  mele  fallee  doon 
In-to  the  troogh  ;  that  sal  be  my  disport. 
For  John,  in  faith,  I  may  been  of  your 

sort; 
I  is  as  ille  a  miller  as  are  ye.'  4045 

This  miller  smyled  of  hir  nycetee, 
And  thoghte, '  al  this  nis  doon  but  for  a 

wyle; 
They  wene  that  no  man  may  hem  bigyle ; 
But,  by  my  thrift,  yet  shal  I  blere  hir  yS 
For  al  the  sleighte  in  hir  philosophye.  4050 
The  more  qneynte  crekes  that  they  make, 
The  more  wol  I  stele  whan  I  take.  (13a) 
In  stede  of  floor,  yet  wol  I  yeve  hem 

bren. 
»»The  gretteste  clerkes  been  noght  the 

wysest  men," 
As  whylom  to  the  wolf  thus  spak  the 

mare;  4^55 

Of  al  hir  art  I  oonnte  noght  a  tare.' 

Ont  at  the  dore  he  gooth  fol  prively, 
Whan  that  he  sangh  his  tyme,  softely ; 
He  loketh  np  and  donn  til  he  hath  fonnde 
The  clerkes  hors,  ther  as  it  stood  y-boondo 
Bihindo  the  mille,  under  a  levesel ;    4061 
And  to  the  hors  he  gooth  him  faire  and 

wel;  (14a) 

He  strepeth  of  the  brydel  right  anon. 
And  whan  the  hors  was  loos,  he  ginneth 

gon 
Toward  the  fen,  ther  wilde  mares  renne, 
Forth  with  wehee,  thorgh  thikke  and 

thorgh  thenne.  4066 

This  miller  gooth  agayn,  no  word  he 

seyde, 
Bnt  dooth  his  note,  and  with  the  clerkes 

pl«yde, 


Til  that  hir  com  was  fiure  and  wel  y- 

gronnde. 
And  whan  the  mele  is  sakked  and  y- 

bonnde,  (150)  4070 

This  John  goth  ont  and  f^nt  his  hors  aw^y. 
And  gan  to  crye '  harrow '  and  ^  weyUway ! 
Onr  hors  is  lorn !  Alayn,  for  goddes  banes, 
Step  on  thy  feet,  oom  ont,  man,  al  at  anes ! 
Alias,  onr  wardeyn  has  his  palfrey  lom.* 
This  Aleyn  al  forgat,  bothe  mele  and  oom, 
Al  was  out  of  his  mynde  his  hoosbondxye. 
*What?  whilkway  is  he  geen?'  he  gun 

to  crye. 
The  wyf  cam  Isping  inward  with  a  ren. 
She  seyde,  'alias !  yonr  hors  goth  to  the 

fen  (160)  4080 

With  wilde  mares,  as  fute  as  he  may  ga 
Unthank  come  on  his  hand  thai  bond 

him  so. 
And  he  that  bettre  sholde  han  knit  the 

reyne.' 
*  Alias,'  qnod  John,  *  Aleyn,  for  Cristes 

peyne, 
Lay  donn  thy  swerd,  and  I  wil  mynalswa; 
I  is  fol  wight,  god  waat,  as  is  a  xaa ;  40S6 
By  goddes  herte  he  sal  nat  scape  na  bathe. 
Why  nadstow  pit  the  oapnl  in  the  lathe? 
n-hayl,  by  god,  Aleyn,  thou  is  a  fonne ! ' 
This  sely  clerkes  han  fnl  faste  y-ronne 
To-ward  the  fen,  bothe  Aleyn  and  eek 

John.  (171)  4091 

And  whan  the  miller  sangh  that  th^y 

were  gon, 
He  half  a  bosshel  of  hir  Boxxr  hath  take, 
And  bad  his  wyf  go  knede  it  in  a  cake. 
He  seyde, '  I  trowe  the  clerkes  were  aferd ; 
Yet  can  a  miller  make  aderkes  herd 4096 
For  al  his  art ;  now  lat  hem  goon  hir  w^e. 
Lo  wher  they  goon,  ye,  lat  the  children 

pleye; 
They  gate  him  nat  so  lightly,  by  my  oronn  V 
Thiae  sely  clerkes  rennen  np  and  dovn 
With  *keep,  keep,  stand,  stand,  joasa, 

warderere,  (181}  4101 

Qa  whistle  thon,  and  I  ahal  kepe  him 

here!' 
Bnt  shortly,  til  that  it  was  verray  night, 
They  oonde  nat,  though  thay  do  al  hir 

might,  4104 

Hir  oapnl  oaoohe,  he  ran  alw^  ao  faste, 
Til  in  a  dich  th^  canghte  him  atte  laste. 
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Wejy  and  weet,  as  beste  is  in  the  reyn^ 
Oomth  sely  John,  and  with  him  conxth 

Alejn.   ' 
*■  Alias,*  quod  John,  '  the  day  that  I  was 

bom! 
Now  are  we  drive  til  hething  and  til 

sooxn.  (190)  41  ID 

Our  com  is  stole,  men  wil  ns  foles  calle, 
Bathe  the  wardeyn  and  oar  felawes  alle. 
And  namely  the  miller ;  weylaw^ !  * 
Thus  pleyneth  John  as  he  goth  by  the 

way 
Toward  the  mille,  and  Bayard  in  his  hond. 
The  miller  sittin^f  by  the  fyr  he  fond,  41 16 
For  it  was  night,  and  forther  mig^hte  they 

noght; 
Bat,  for  the  love  of  god,  they  him  bisoght 
Of  herberwe  and  of  ese,  as  for  hir  peny. 

The  miUer  seyde  agayn,  '  if  ther  be  eny , 
Swich  as  it  is,  yet  shal  ye  have  your  part 
Hyn  hoos  is  streit,  but  ye  han  lemed  art ; 
Te  oonne  by  argnmentes  make  a  place 
A  myle  brood  of  twenty  foot  of  space.  (304) 
Lat  see  now  if  this  place  may  soiiyse,  4125 
Or  make  it  room  with  speche,  as  is  yoore 


'  Now,  Symond,'  seyde  John,  *  by  seint 

Cutberd, 
Ay  is  thou  mexy,  and  this  is  faire  answerd. 
I  have  herd  seyd,  man  sal  taa  of  twa 

thinges  4129 

Slykas  he  fyndes,  or  taa  slyk  as  he  bringes. 
But  specially,  I  pray  thee,  hoste  dore,  {an) 
Get  OS  som  mete  and  drinke,  and  make 

OS  chere, 
And  we  wil  payen  trewely  atte  iiUle. 
With  empty  hand  men  may  na  hankes 

tnlle;' 
Lo  here  our  silver,  redy  for  to  spende.'  4135 
This  miller  in-to  toon  his  doghter  sende 
For  ale  and  breed,  and  rosted  hem  a  goos. 
And  bond  hir  hors,  it  sholde  nat  gon  loos ; 
And  in  his  owne  chambre  hem  made  a 

bed  (ai9)  4139 

Withshetes  and  with  chalooifairey-spred, 
Nog^ht  from  his  owne  bed  ten  foot  or  twelve. 
His  dos^ter  hadde  a  bed,  al  by  hir-selve, 
Bight  in  the  same  chambre,  by  and  by ; 
It  mighte  be  no  bet,  and  cause  why,  4144 
Ther  was  no  roomer  herberwe  in  the  place. 
They  soupen  and  they  speke,  hem  to  solace. 


And  dzinken  ever  stronf^  ale  atte  beste. 
Aboute  midnight  ^ente  they  to  reste. 
Wei  hath  this  miller  vemisshed  his 

heed; 
Fal  pale  he  was  for-dronken,  and  nat 

reed.  4150 

He  yexeth,  and  he  speketh  thurgh  the 

nose  (231) 

As  he  were  on  the  qnakke,  or  on  the 

pose. 
To  bedde  he  gooth,  and  with  him  goth 

his  wyf. 
As  any  jay  she  light  was  and  jolyf, 
80  was  hir  joly  whistle  wel  y-wet.        4155 
The  cradel  at  hir  beddes  feet  is  set, 
To  rokken,  and  to  yeve  the  child  to  souke. 
And  whan  that  dronken  al  was  in  the 

crouke, 
To  bedde  went  the  doghter  right  anon ; 
To  bedde  gooth  Aleyn  and  also  John ;  4160 
Ther  nas  na  more,  hem  nedede  no  dwale. 
This  miller  hath  so  wisly  bibbed  ale,  (342) 
That  as  an  hors  he  snorteth  in  his  sleep, 
Ne  of  his  tayl  bihinde  he  took  no  keep. 
His  wyf  bar  him  a  burdon,  a  ful  strong, 
Men  mighte  hir  routing  here  two  furlong ; 
The  wenche  routeth  eek  par  companue. 

Aleyn  the  clerk,  that  herd  this  melodye. 
He  poked  John,  and  seyde,  '  slepestow  ? 
Herdestow  ever  slyk  a  sang  er  now  ?  4170 
Lo,  whilk  a  compline  is  y-mel  hem  alle  I 
A  wilde  fyr  up-on  thair  bodyes  folic !  (252) 
Wha  herkned  ever  slyk  a  ferly  thing? 
Te,  they  sal  have  the  floor  of  H  ending. 
This  lange  night  ther  tydes  me  na  reste ; 
But  yet,  na  fors ;  al  sal  be  for  the  beste. 
For  John,'  seyde  he,  *a]s  ever  moot  I 

thryve. 
If  that  I  may,  yon  wenche  wil  I  swyve. 
Som  esement  has  lawe  y-«hapen  us ;  4179 
For  John,  ther  is  a  lawe  that  says  thus. 
That  gif  a  man  in  a  point  be  y-greved,  (a6x) 
That  in  another  he  sal  be  releved. 
Our  com  is  stoln,  shortly,  it  is  na  nay. 
And  we  han  had  an  il  flt  al  this  day. 
And  sin  I  sal  have  neen  amendement,  4x85 
Agayn  my  los  I  wil  have  esement. 
By  goddea  saule,  it  sal  neen  other  be  t ' 

This  John  answerde,  *  Alayn,  avyse  thee. 
The  miller  is  a  i>erilous  man,'  he  seyde, 
*  And  gif  that  he  out  of  his  sleep  abreyde 
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He  mighte  doon  tui  bathe  a  vileixiye/  (371) 
Aleyn  answerde,  'I  ooTint  him  nat  a 

flye;'  419a 

And  np  he  rist,  and  by  the  wenohe  he 

crepte. 
This  wenche  lay  upright,  and  faste  slepte, 
Til  he  so  ny  vrtts,  er  she  mighte  espye,  4195 
That  it  had  been  to  late  for  to  oiye, 
And  shortly  for  to  seyn,  they  yreare  at  on ; 
Now  pley,  Aleyn !  for  I  wol  speke  of  John. 
This  John  lyth  stille  a  fnrlong^^prey  or 

two, 
And  to  him-self  he  maketh  roathe  and 

wo:  (a8o)  4300 

*  Alias ! '  qnod  he,  *  this  is  a  wikked  jape ; 
Now  may  I  aeyn  that  I  is  bat  an  ape. 
Yet  has  my  felawe  som-what  for  his  harm ; 
He  has  the  milleris  doghter  in  his  arm. 
He  auntred  him,  and  has  his  nedes  sped, 
And  Ilye  as  a  draf-sek  in  my  bed ;  4206 
And  when  this  jape  is  tald  another  day, 

I  sal  been  halde  a  daf,  a  cokenay ! 
I  wil  aryse,  and  auntre  it,  by  my  fiiyth ! 
*'  Unhardy  is  tmsely,"  thus  men  sayth.' 
And  np  he  rooe  and  softely  he  wente  (agx) 
Un-to  the  oradel,  and  in  his  hand  it  hente, 
And  baar  it  softe  nn-to  his  beddes  feet. 

Sone  after  this  the  wyf  hir  routing  lect, 
And  gan  awake,  and  wente  hir  oat  to 

pisse,  4215 

And  cam  agayn,  and  gan  hir  oradel  misse, 
And  groped  heer  and  ther,  bnt  she  fond 

noon. 

*  Alias ! '  qnod  she,  *  I  hadde  almost  mis- 

goon  ,* 
I  hadde  almost  gon  to  the  olerkes  bed. 
Ey,  beiCcite  !  thanne  hadde  I  foale  y-«ped : ' 
And  forth  she  gooth  til  she  the  oradel 

fond.  (301)  4aai 

She  gropeth  alwey  forther  with  hir  bond. 
And  fond  the  bed,  and  thoghte  noght  bat 

good, 
By-caase  that  the  oradel  by  it  stood,  4224 
And  niste  wher  she  was,  for  it  was  derk ; 
But  &ire  and  wel  she  creep  in  to  the  clerk, 
And  lyth  fol  stille,  and  wolde  han  caught 

asleep. 
With-inne  a  whyl  this  John  the  clerk  np 

leep,  4228 

And  on  this  gode  wyf  he  leyth  on  sore. 
So  mery  a  fit  ne  hadde  she  nat  Ad  yoxe; 


He  priketh  hardo  and  depe  as  he  were 

mad.  ^511) 

This  joly  lyf  han  thiae  two  clerkes  lad 
Til  that  the  thridde  cok  bigan  to  singe. 

Aleyn  wex  wery  in  the  daweninge,  4254. 
For  he  had  swonken  al  the  longe  nig|lit ; 
And  seyde,  *  far  wel,  Malin,  swete  wight ! 
The  day  is  come,  I  may  no  longer  l^yde ; 
But  evermo,  wher  so  I  go  or  lydo, 
I  is  th3m  awen  clerk,  swa  have  I  seel !' 
*  Now  dare  lenunan,'  quod  she,  *  go,  fiir 

weel !  (310)  4240 

But  er  thou  go,  o  thing  I  wol  thee  telle, 
Whan  that  thou  wendest  homward  hy 

themelle, 
Eight  at  the  entree  of  the  dore  bihinde, 
Thou  Shalt  a  cake  of  half  a  buashel  finde 
That  was  y-maked  of  thyn  owne  mele, 
Which  that  I  heelp  my  fader  for  to  stek. 
And,  gode  lemman,  god  thee  8av«  and 

kepe!*  4247 

And  with  that  word  almost  she  gan  to 

wepe. 
Aleyn  up-rist,  and  thoughts,  *er  that 

it  dawe, 
I  wol  go  crei>en  in  by  my  felawe ;        4250 
And  fond  the  eradel  with  his  hand  anon, 
'  By  god,'  thoghte  he,  '  al  wrung  I  have 

miflgon ;  (132) 

Myn  heed  is  toty  of  my  swink  to-night, 
That  maketh  me  that  I  go  nat  aright.  4254 
I  woot  wel  by  the  oradel,  I  have  misgo, 
Heer  Ijrth  the  miller  and  his  wyf  alsa* 
And  forth  he  goth,  a  twenty  devel  way, 
Un-to  the  bed  ther-as  the  miller  lay. 
He  wende  have  oropen  by  his  felawe  John ; 
And  by  the  miller  in  he  creep  anon,  4260 
And  caughte  hym  by  the  nekke,  and  softe 

hespak!  (341) 

He  seyde,  '  thou,  John,  tiiou  swynee-heed, 

awak 
For  Cristes  saule,  and  heer  a  noble  game. 
For  by  that  lord  that   called  is  aeint 

Jame, 

As  I  have  thiyes,  in  this  shoite  night,  4265 

Swyved  the  milleres  doghter  bolt-upright, 

Whyl  thow  hast  as  a  coward  been  agaet.' 

'Ye,   false  harlot,'  quod   the   miller, 

*hast? 
A !  false  traitour !  false  clerk ! '  quod  ho, 
*•  Thou  Shalt  be  deed,  by  goddes  diguitee ! 
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Who  dorate  be  so  bold  to  disparago     (551) 
Hy  dorter,  that  is  come  of  swich  linage? ' 
And  by  the  throte-bolle  he  canghte  Alayn. 
And  he  hente.hjm  despitously  agayn, 
And  on  the  nose  he  smoot  him  with  his 

fest.  4275 

Boon  ran  the  Uody  streem  np-on  hisbrest ; 
And  in  the  floor,  with  nose  and  month 

to>broke, 
They  walwe  as  doon  two  pigges  in  a  poke. 
And  up  they  goon,  and  doon  agayn  anon, 
Til  that  the  miller  spomed  at  a  stoon,  42S0 
And  doon  he  fll  bakward  np^n  his  wyf. 
That  wiste  no-thing  of  this  nyce  stryf ; 
For  she  was  falle  aslepe  a  lyte  wight  (363) 
With  John  the  clerk,  that  waked  hadde 

al  night. 
And  with  the  fal,  out  of  hir  sleep  she 

bveyde —  4385 

'  Help,    holy  croys  of  Bromehohn,'  she 

seyde, 
'  In  mantta  tua$  !  lord,  to  thee  I  calle ! 
Awak,  Symond !  the  feend  is  on  ns  falle, 
Myn  herte  is  broken,  help,  I  nam  but 

deed; 
There  lyth  oon  np  my  wombe  and  up 

myn  heed ;  4290 

Help,  Simkin,  for  the  fklse  olerkes  fighte.' 

This  John  sterte  np  as  fiG»te  as  ever  he 

mighte,  •  (372) 

And  graspeth  hy  the  walles  to  and  fro, 
To  finde  a  staf ;  and  she  sterte  np  also. 
And  knew  the  estres  bet  than  dide  this 

John,  4^95 

And  by  the  wal  a  staf  she  fond  anon. 


And  sangh  a  litel  shimering  of  a  light. 
For  at  an  hole  in  shoon  the  mone  bright ; 
And  by  that  light  she  sangh  hem  bothe 

two, 
Bnt  sikerly  she  mste  who  was  who,    4500 
But  as  she  sangh  a  whyt  thing  in  hir  yS. 
And  whan  she  gan  the  whyte  thing  espye, 
She  wende  the  clerk  hadde  wered  a  volu- 

P«or.  (383) 

And  with  the  staf  she  drongh  ay  neer  and 

neer,  4304 

And  wende  han  hit  this  Aleyn  at  the  fnlle. 
And  smoot  the  miller  on  the  pyled  sknlle, 
That  donn  he  gooth  and  ciyde,  ^  harrow ! 

Idye!' 
Thise  olerkes  bete  him  weel  and  lete  him 

lye; 
And  greythen  hem,  and  toke  hir  hors  anon, 
And  eek  hir  mele,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon.  (390)  4310 

And  at  the  mille  yet  they  toke  hir  cake 
Of  half  a  bnsshel  floor,  fal  wel  y-bake. 
Thns  is  the  proude  miller  wel  y-bete, 
And  hath  y-lost  the  grinding  of  the  whete. 
And  payed  for  the  soper  every-doel    4315 
Of  Aleyn  and  of  John,  that  bette  him  weeL 
His  wyf  is  swyved,  and  his  doghter  als ; 
Lo,  swich  it  is  a  miller  to  be  fals ! 
And  therfore  this  proverbe  is  seyd  fnl 

sooth,  4319 

*  Him  thar  nat  wene  wel  that  yvel  dooth ; 
A  gylonr  shal  him-self  bigyled  be.'      (401) 
And  Gk>d,  that  sitteth  heighe  in  magestee. 
Save  al  this  companye  grete  and  smale  ! 
Thns  have  I  quit  the  miller  in  my  tale. 


Here  ia  ended  the  Revea  tale. 
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THE  COOK'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  proloye  of  the  Cokee  tale. 


Tbk  Ckwk  of  London^  whyl  the  Bere  epak, 
for  joye,  him  thonghte,  he  chewed  him 

on  the  bak,  4326 

*  Ha !  ha ! '  quod  he,  *  for  Crietee  paedoon, 
This  miller  hadde  a  sharp  oonelneioun 
Upon  hie  argument*  of  herberga^  I 
Wei  sejde  Salomon  in  his  langa^e,     4^0 
**Ne  bringe  net  every  man  in-to  thyn 

hous;" 
For  herberwing  by  nighte  is  perilous. 
Wei  oghte  a  man  avysed  for  to  be  (9) 

Whom  that  he  broghte  in-to  his  privetee. 
I  pray  to  god,  so  yevo  me  sorwe  and  care. 
If  ever,  sith  I  highte  Hogge  of  Ware,  4336 
Herde  I  a  miller  bettre  y-set  a-werk. 
He  hadde  a  jape  of  malice  in  the  derk. 
But  god  forbode  that  we  stinten  here ; 
And  therfore,  if  ye  vouche-eauf  to  here 
A  tale  of  me,  that  am  a  porre  man,    4341 
I  wol  yow  telle  as  wel  as  ever  I  can 
A  litel  jape  that  fll  in  our  citee.' 
Our  host  answerde,  and  seide,  *  I  graunte 

it  thee;  (»)  4344 


Now  telle  on,  Eoger,  loke  that  it  be  ^ood ; 
For  many  a  pastee  haetow  laten  blood. 
And  many  a  Jakke  of  Dover  haetow  sold 
That  hathlMen  twyes  hoot  and  twyee  oold. 
Of  many  a  pilgrim  haetow  Oristes  curs, 
For  of  thy  persly  yet  they  fare  the  wors. 
That  they  ban  oten  with  thy  stubbel-gooe ; 
For  in  thy  shoppe  is  many  a  flye  looa.  (aS) 
Now  telle  on,  gentil  Boger,  by  thy  name. 
But  yet  I  pray  thee,  be  nat  wrooth  for  game, 
A  man  may  sejre  ful  sooth  in  game  and 

piey.'  4355 

'  Thou  seist  ful  sooth,'  quod  Boger,  *  by 
my  fey, 
But  **  sooth  pley,  quaad  pley,*'  as  the  Flem- 
ing seith ;  (33) 
And  ther-fore,  Herry  Bailly,  by  thy  feith, 
Be  thou  nat  wrooth,  er  we  departen  hear, 
Though  that  my  tale  be  of  an  hoetileer. 
But  nathelees  I  wol  nat  telle  it  yit,  4361 
But  er  we  parte,  y-wis,  thou  shalt  be  quit.' 
And  ther-with-al  he  lough  and  made  ohere, 
And  seyde  his  tale,  as  ye  ahul  after  here. 


Thus  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Cokea  tale. 


THE  COKES  TALE. 


Heer  bigsrnneth  the  Cokes  tale. 


A  PsxHTis  whylom  dwelled  in  our  citee, 
And  of  a  craft,  of  vitaillers  was  he  ;    4366 
Oaillard  ho  was  as  goldfinch  in  the  shawe, 
Broun  as  a  berie,  a  propre  short  felawe. 
With  lokkes  blake,'y-kempt  Ail  fetisly. 
Daunoen  he  coude  so  wel  and  jolily,  4370 
That  he  was  deped  Perkin  Bevelour. 
He  was  as  ful  of  lovo  and  paramour 


As  is  the  hyve  toX  of  hony  swete ; 

Wel  was  tiie  wenohe  with  him  mighte 

mete.  (10) 

At  eveiy  biydale  wolde    he  singe  and 

J»0PP«.  4375 

He  loved  bet  the  tavern  than  the  shoppe. 
For  whan  ther  any  xyding  was  in  Chepe, 
Out  of  the  shoppe  thider  wolde  he  lepe. 
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Til  that  he  hadde  al  the  dghte  y-eeyn, 
And  danneed  wel,  he  volde  sat  come 

ageyn.  4380 

And  gadered  him  a  melnee  of  hj«  sort 
To  hoppe  and  singe,  and  maken  swich 

disport. 
And  ther  tiiey  setten  steven  for  fo  mete 
To  pleyen  at  the  dys  in  swioh  a  strete.  (ao) 
For  in  the  tonne  nas  ther  no  inrentys,  4385 
That  iairer  oonde  oaste  a  paire  of  dyv 
Than  Perkin  oonde,  and  ther-to  he  was  free 
Of  his  dispense,  in  pUioe  of  privetee. 
That  fond  his  maister  wel  in  his  chaffare ; 
For  often  tyme  he  fond  his  box  fnl  bare. 
For  sikerly  a  prentis  reveloor,  4391 

That  hannteth  dys,  riot,  or  paramour, 
His  maister  shal  it  in  his  shoppe  abye, 
Al  hare  he  no  part  of  the  minstzalcye ;  (30) 
For  thefte  and  riot,  th<^  ben  oonvertible, 
Al  oonne  he  pleye  on  giteme  or  ribible. 
Rerel  and  tronthe,  as  in  a  low  degree, 
They  been  fal  wrothe  al  day,  as  men  may 

see. 
This  joly  prentis  with  his  maister  hood, 
Til  he  were  ny  ont  of  his  prentishood,  4400 
Al  were  he  snibbed  bothe  erly  and  late, 
And  somtjrme  lad  with  revel  to  Newgate ; 
Bat  atte  laate  his  maister  him  bithoghte. 


Up-on  a  day,  whan  he  his  paper  soghte,  (40) 
Of  a  proverbe  that  seith  this  same  word, 
*■  Wei  bet  w  roten  appel  ont  of  hord    4406 
Than  that  it  rotie  al  the  remenannt.' 
So  fareth  it  by  a  riotons  aervannt ; 
It  is  wel  lasse  harm  to  lete  him  pace, 
Than  he  shende  alle  the  servants  in  the 

place.  4410 

Therfore  his  maister  yaf  him  aoqoitance, 
And  bad  him  go  with  sorwe  and  with 

meschance ; 
And   thns   this  joly  prentis  hadde  his 

leve. 
Now  lat  him  riote  al  the  night  or  leve.  (50) 
And  for  ther  is  no  theef  with-onte  a 

louke,  4415 

That  helpeth  him  to  wasten  and  to  sonke 
Of  that  he  brybe  can  or  borwe  may. 
Anon  he  sente  his  bed  and  his  array 
TJn-to  a  compeer  of  his  owne  sort, 
That  lovede  dys  and  revel  and  disport,  4420 
And  hadde  a  wyf  that  heeld  for  oonnt- 

enance  (sf) 

A  shoppe,  and  swyved  for  hir  sustenance. 


Of  this  Cokes  tale  maked  Chancer 
na  more. 


GROUP  B. 

INTRODUCTION  TO  THE   MAN  OF 
LAWS  PROLOGUE. 


The  wordes  of  the  Hooat  to  the  companye. 


Oua  Hoflte  s^  wel  that  the  brighte  sonne 
Th'ark  of  his  artificial  day  had  ronne 
The  foorthe  part,  and  half  an  honre,  and 

more; 
And  though  he  were  not  depe  expert  in 

lore. 
He  wiste  it  was  the  eightetethe  day         5 
Of  April,  that  is  messager  to  Hay ; 


And  sey  wel  that  the  shadwe  of  every  tree 
Was  as  in  lengthe  the  same  quantitee 
That  was  the  body  erect  that  caused  it. 
And  therfor  by  the  shadwe  he  took  his  wit 
That  Fhebus,  which  that  shoon  so  clere 

and  brighte,  1 1 

Degrees  was  fyve  and  fourty  elombe  on 

highte ; 
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And  for  that  day,  as  in  that  latitude, 
It  waa  ten  of  the  dokke,  he  gan  conclude, 
And  Bodeynly  he  plighte  his  hors  aboute. 
'  Lordingee,*  quod  he,  *  I  wame  yow,  al 

this  route,  i6 

The  fonrthe  party  of  this  day  ia  goon  ; 
Now,  for  the  love  of  god  and  of  seint 

John, 
Leaeth  no  tyme,  aa  ferforth  aa  ye  may ; 
Lordingea,  the  tyme  waateth  night  and 

day,  ao 

Andateleth  from  us,  whatprivelyalepinge. 
And  what    thurgh    nedigence    in    our 

wakinge, 
Aa  dooth  the  streem,  that  tumeth  never 

Deacending  fro  the  moataigne  in-to  playn. 
Wei  can  Senek,  and  many  a  philoaophre  25 
Biwailen  tyme,  more  than  gold  in  cofre. 
"  For  loa  of  catel  may  recovered  be, 
But  loa  of  tyme  ahendeth  ua,"  quod  he. 
It  wol  nat  come  agayn,  with-outen  drede, 
Xa  more  than  wol  Malldna  maydenhode, 
Whanshe  hath  lost  it  in  hir  wantownesse ; 
Lat  ua  nat  monlen  thua  in  ydelnesse.     3a 
Sir  man  of  lawe,'  quod  he,  'ao  have  ye 

blia, 
Tel  ua  a  tale  anon,  aa  forward  ia ; 
Ye    been    submitted  thuigh    your    free 

asaent  35 

To  atondo  in  thia  caa  at  my  jugement. 

Acquiteth  yow,  and  holdeth  your  biheste, 

Than  have  ye  doon  your  devoir  atte  leste.' 

^Hoste,*  quod  he,  *d^^rdieux  ich  aa- 

aente. 
To  broke  forward  is  not  myn  entente.   40 
Biheate  ia  dette,  and  I  wol  holde  fayn 
Al  my  biheate ;  I  can  no  better  aeyn. 
For  awich  lawe  aa  man  yeveth  another 

wight, 
He  aholde  him-aelven  usen  it  by  right ;  44 
Thus  wol  our  text ;  but  nathelea  oerteyn 
I  can  right  now  no  thrifty  tale  aeyx^ 
tBut  Chaucer,  though  he  can  but  lewedly 
On  metrea  and  on  lymin^  craftily. 
Hath  aeyd  hem  in  awich  Engliah  aa  he  caa 
Of  olde  tyme,  aa  knoweth  many  a  man.  50 
And  if  he  have  not  aeyd  hem,  leve  brother. 
In  o  book,  he  hath  seyd  hem  in  another. 
For  he  hath  told  of  loverea  up  and  doun 
Ho  than  Ovyde  made  of  mencionn 


In  hia  Epiatelles,  that  been  ful  olde.  55 
What  aholde  I  tellen  hem,  ain  they  ben 

tolde? 
In  youthe  he  made  of  C^ya  and  Alcion, 
And  aithen  hath  he  spoke  of  everichon, 
Thiae  noble  wyvos  and  thiae  loveres  eka. 
Who-eo  that  wol  hia  laxge  voli&ne  sake  60 
Cleped  the  Seintea  Legende  of  Cupyde, 
Ther  may  he  aeen  the  Urge  woundea  wyde 
Of  Lncreaae,  and  of  Babilan  Tiabee ; 
The  awerd  of  Dido  for  the  falae  Eneo  ; 
The  tree  of  Phillia  for  hir  Demophoa  ;  65 
The  pleinte  of  Dianire  and  Hermion, 
Of  Adriane  and  of  Isiphilee ; 
The  bareyne  yle  atonding  in  the  aee  ; 
The  dreynte  Leander  for  hia  £no ; 
The  terea  of  Eleyne,  and  eek  the  wo      70 
Of  Brizaeyde,  and  of  thee,  Ladomte ; 
The  crueltee  of  thee,  queen  Med3a, 
Thy  litel  children  hanging  by  the  hals 
For  thy  Jaaon,  that  waa  of  love  ao  &18  ! 

0  Ypermiatra,  Fenelopee,  Alceate,  75 
Your  wyfhod  he  comendeth  with  the  beste ! 

But  certeinly  no  word  ne  wrjiieth  he 
Of  thilke  wikke  enaample  of  Canacee, 
That  lovede  hir  owne  brother  sinfully ; 
Of  swiche  cursed  stories  I  sey  "  fy  "  ;     80 
Or  ellea  of  Tyro  Apolloniua, 
How  that  the  cursed  king  Antiochus 
Birafte  his  doghter  of  hir  maydenhode. 
That  is  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede, 
Whan  he  hir  threw  up-on  the  pavement. 
And  therfor  he,  of  ful  avyaement,  86 

Nolde  never  wryte  in  none  of  his  sermouns 
Of  swiche  unkinde  abhominadouns, 
Ne  I  wol  noon  reherse,  if  that  I  may. 

But  of  my  tale  howshal  I  dooa  thia  day  ? 
He  were  looth  be  lykned,  douteleea,       91 
To  Hoaea  that  men  dope  Pieridea — 
Metamorphoaeas  '^^ht  what  I  mene  : — 
But  natheleea,  I  recche  aoght  a  bene    91 
Though  I  come  after  him  with  hawe-bake ; 

1  apeke  in  proae,  and  lat  him  rymes  make.' 
And  with  that  word  he,  with  a  aobre  ohere, 
Bigan  hia  tale,  aa  ye  ahal  after  hera. 

The  Prologe  of  the  Hannes  Tale 
of  Lawe. 
O  hateful  harm !  condidon  of  poverte  1 
With  thurat,  with  cold,  with  hunger  ao 
o<mfounded  I  100 
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To   aaken   help  thee  ahameth  in  thyn 

heite; 
If  thoa  noon  aske,  with  node  artow  so 

woonded, 
That   vemy  nede   un-wrappeth    aX  thy 

woonde  hid ! 
Mangree  thyn  heed,  thou  most  for  indi- 

genee  104 

Or  stelBf  or  begge,  or  borwe  thy  despenoe ! 

Thou  blamest  Cri^,  and  seyst  f ol  bitterly, 
He  misdeparteth  richesae  temporal ; 
Thy  neighebonr  thou  -wytest  Binfolly,  (:o) 
Andaeytt  thoa  hast  to  lyte,  and  he  hath  aL 

*  Parfay/  seistow,  ^  somtyme  he  rekne  shal, 
Whan  that  his  tayl  ahal  brennen  in  the 

glede,  1x1 

For  he  npght  helpeth  needfulle  in  hir 
nede.' 

Herkne  what    is   the    sentence    of  the 
"wyse: — 

*  Bet  is  to  dy6n  than  have  indigence  ; '  x  14 

*  Thy  solve  neighebonr  wol  thee  despyse ; ' 


If  thou  tie  'povTe^  farwel  thy  reverence ! 
Yet  of  the  wyse  man  tak  this  sentence . — 
*AlIe  the  dayes  of  povre  men  ben  wikke  ;* 
Be  war  therfor,  or  thou  come  in  that 
prikke !  (ax) 

*If  thou  be  porre,  thy  brother  hateth 
thee,  120 

And  alio  thy  fireendes  fleen  fro  thee,  aJas ! ' 
O  riche  marchaunts,  ful  of  wele  ben  ye, 

0  noble,  o  prudent  folk,  as  in  this  cas ! 
Your  bagges  been  nat  filled  with  ambet  a«, 
But  with  sit  dnkf  that  renneth  for  your 

ohaunce ;  125 

At  Cristexnasse  merie  may.  ye  daunoe ! 

Ye  seken  lond  and  see  for  your  winninges, 
As  W3^8e  folk  ye  knowen  al  th'estaat    (30) 
Of  regnes ;  ye  ben  fadres  of  tydlnges 
And  tales,  bothe  of  pees  and  of  debat.  130 

1  were  right  now  of  tales  desolat, 

Nere  that  a  marchaunt,  goon  is  many  a 


He  taughte  a  tale,  which  that  ye  shal  here. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  MAN   OF  LAWE. 


Here  beglnneth  the  Han  of  Lawe  bis  Tale. 


Iv  Sorrie  whylom  dwelte  a  companye 
Of  chapmen  riohe^  and  therto  sadde  and 
trewe,  135 

Thai  wyde-wher  senten  her  spyoeiye. 
Clothes  of  gold,  and  satins  riche  of  hewe ; 
Her  chaffikr  was  so  thriflty  and  so  newe,  (40) 
That  every  wight  hath  deyntee  to  chaffare 
With  hem,  and  eek  to  sellen  hem  hir 

140 


Now  fel  it,  that  the  maistres  of  that  sort 
Han  shapen  hem  to  Bome  for  to  wende  ; 
Were  it  for  ohapmanhode  or  for  disport, 
Xon  other  mSisage  wolde   they  thider 


But  oomen  hem-self  to  Bome,  this  is  the 
ende ;  145 

And  in  swich  place,  as  thoughte  hem 
avantage 

For  her  entente,  they  take  her  herbergage. 

Sojourned  han  thise  marohants  in  that 
toun  (50) 

A  oertein  iyme,  as  fel  to  hir  plesance. 
And  so  bifel,  that  th'ezoellent  renoun  151) 
Of  th'empenrares  doghter,  dame  distance, 
Beported  was,  with  eveiy  circumstance, 
tJn-to  thise  Surrien  marohants  in  swich 

wyse. 
Fro  day  to  day,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 
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This  was   the    oommime  yois  of  eveiy 
man —  155 

'  Oar  Emperonr  of  Borne,  god  him  leef 
A  doschter  hath  that,  Bin  the  world  bigaa, 
To  rekne  tm  wel  hir  goodnesse  as  beaatee, 
Kas  never  swich  another  as  is  she ;  (61) 
I  pr^  to  god  in  honour  hir  snstene,  160 
And  wolde  she  were  of  al  Europe  the 
qnene. 

In  hir  is  heigh  beaatee,  with-onte  pryde, 
Yowthe,  with-oate  grenehede  or  folye ; 
To  alle  hir  werkes  verta  is  hir  gyde, 
Hnmblesse  hath  slajn  in  hir  al  tirannye. 
She  is  miroar  of  alle  oorteifliye ;  (68)  i66 
Hir  herte  is  verray  chambre  of  holinessef 
Hir  hand,  ministre  of  fredom  for  almesae.' 

And  al  this  vois  was  soth,  as  god  is  trewe, 
Bat  now  to  porpos  lat  as  tame  agayn ;  170 
Thise  marchants  han  doon  fraaght  hir 

shippes  newe. 
And,  whan  they  han  this  blisfhl  mayden 

seyn, 
Hoom  to  Sarrye  been  they  went  tol  fayn, 
And  doon  her  nodes  as  they  han  don  yore, 
And  liven  in  wele ;  I  can  sey  yow  nomore. 

Now  fel  it,  that  thise  marchants  stode  in 
grace  176 

Of  him,  that  was  the  sowdan  of  Sarrye ; 
For  whan  they  came  from  any  strange 
phMje,  (80) 

He  wolde,  of  his  benigne  corteisye, 
Make  hem  good  ohere,  and  bisily  espye  tSo 
lydings  of  sondiy  regnes,  for  to  lere 
The  wondres  that  they  mighteaeen  or  here. 

Amonges  othere  thinges,  specially 
Thise  marchants  han  him  told  of  dame 

Castance, 
So  gret  noblesse  in  emest,  oerioosly,     185 
That  this  sowdan  hath  canght  so  gret 

plesance 
To  han  hir  fignre  in  his  remembrance, 
That  al  his  lost  and  al  his  bi«y  care    (90) 
Was  for  to  love  hir  whyl  his  lyf  may  dare. 

Paraventare  in  thilko  large  book  190 

Which  that  men  clepe  the  heven,y-writen 
was 


With  sterres,  whan  that  hehia  hirthetoolt. 
That  he  for  love  shalde  han  his  deetii,  alias ! 
For  in  the  sterres,  clerer  than  is  glas, 
Is  writen,  god  wot,  who-eoooade  it  rede,  195 
The  deeth  of  every  man,  withoaten  diede. 

In  otenes,  many  a  winter  ther-bifom. 
Was  writen  the  deeth  of  Ector,  Aoliillea, 
Of  Pompey,  JoUus,  er  th^y  were  bom ;  (loi ) 
The  stryf  of  Thebes ;  and  of  Eroales,  200 
Of  Sampson,  Tamos,  and  of  SoeraCes 
The  deeth;  bat  mennes  wittes  been  ao 

daUe, 
That  no  wight  can  wel  rede  it  atte  ftille. 

This  sowdan  for  his  privee  conseil  sente, 
And,  shortly  of  this  mater  for  to  pace,  905 
He  hath  to  hem  declared  his  entente, 
And  seyde  hem  oertoin,  *  bat  he  mighte 

have  grace  (109) 

To  han  Castance  with-inne  a  litel  space. 
He  nas  bat  deed;*  and  charged  hem,  in 

hye, 
Toshapenfor  hislyfsomremedye.      9 10 

Diverse  men  diverse  thinges  seyden ; 
T&ey  ar^gamenten,  oasten  ap  and  doon 
Many  a  sabtil  resoan  forth  they  leyden. 
They  spoken  of  magik  and  abosioan  ; 
Bat  Anally,  as  in  conolnsioan,  915 

They  can  not  seen  in  that  non  avantage, 
Ke  in  non  other  wey,  save  mariage.    (119) 

Than  sawe  they  ther-in  swich  difRooItee 
By  -wey  of  resoan,  for  to  speko  al  playn, 
By-caase  that  ther  was  swich  diveiaitee  ^x* 
Bitwene  hir  bothe  lawes,  that  they  sayn. 
They  trowe  *  that  no  oristen  prinoe  wolde 

fayn 
Wedden  his  duld  ander  oore  lawes  sweto 
That  OS  were  taoght  by  Mahoon  oar 

prophete.' 

And  he  answerde,  ^  rather  than  I  leae  235 
Castance,  I  wol  be  cristned  dooteloes ; 
I  mot  ben  hires,  I  may  non  other  cheae. 
I  prey  yow  holde  yoor  arigoments  in 
pe««;  (ijo) 

Saveth  my  lyf,  and  beeth  noghireoohelees 
To  geten  hir  that  hath  my  lyf  in  core;  a^o 
For  in  this  wo  I  may  not  longe  andore.* 
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Whftt  nedeth  grrtler  dilataoiotin  ? 

I  s«j«,  by  tretia  and  embaandzye, 

And  hy  the  popes  mediihoioanf 

And  al  the  ohiiohe,  and  ol  the  chivalrye, 

That,  in  deatmooioiin  of  Manmetrye,  2^6 

And  in  enorees  of  Griates  lawe  dere, 

Tl»eybenaoorded,Boaaye8halh«ro;  (140) 

How  that  the  sowdaa  and  his  baronage 
And  alle  his  llges  shnlde  y-eristned  be,  340 
And  he  shal  han  Cnstance  in  mariage, 
And  oertein  gold,  I  noot  what  qnantitee, 
And  hev-to  roiinden  stdnsant  senrtee  j 
This  flame  aooid  was  sworn  on  eyther  S3rde ; 
Now,  faire  Cnstance,  almighty  god  thee 
gyde!  245 

Kow  wolde  som  men  waiten,  as  I  gesso, 
That  I  shnlde  tellen  al  tho  purveyance 
That  th'emperonr,  of  his  grete  noblesse, 
Hath  shapen  for  his  doghter  dame  Cns- 
tance. (151) 
Wei  may  men  knowe  that  so  gret  ordin- 
ance 350 
Kay  no  man  tellen  in  a  litel  clause 
As  was  arrayed  for  so  heigh  a  cause. 

Bisshopes  ben  shapen  with  hir  for  to 

wende, 
Lordes,  ladyea,  knightes  of  renoun, 
And  oUier  folk  y-nowe,  this  is  the  ends ; 
And  notii^red  is  thurgh-ont  the  toon    356 
That  ovary  wight,  with  gret  devooionn, 
Shnlde  preyen  Criat  that  he  this  manage 
Beoeyve  in  gree,  and  spede  this  viage.  (161) 

The  day  is  oomen  of  hir  departinge,.   360 
I  fl^,  the  W0I11I  day  &tal  is  come. 
That  ther  may  be  no  longer  taiyinge, 
But  forth  ward  they  hem  dressen,  alle  and 


Costanoe,  that  was  with  sorwe  al  over- 
come, 364 
Pol  pale  arist,  and  dresseth  hir  to  wende ; 
for  wel  she  seeth  ther  is  non  other  ende. 

AUas!  what  wonderis  it  though  she  wepte, 
That  shal  be  sent  to  strange  nacionn  (170) 
Fro  fireendes,  that  so  tendrely  hir  kepte, 
Andtobebonndennndersabieccionn  370 
Of  oon,  she  kaoiweth  not  his  oondicioun. 


HoQsbondes  been  alio  gode,  and  han  ben 

yore, 
That  taiowen  wyves,  I  dar  say  yow  no  more. 

^Eader,'  she  sayde,  *thy  wrecched  child 

Custance, 
Thy  yonge  doghter,  fostred  up  so  soile,  375 
And  ye,  my  moder,  my  soverayn  plesance 
Over  alle  thing,  out>  taken  Crist  on-lofte, 
Cnstance,  your  child,  hir  recomandetli 

olle  (180) 

Un-to  your  grace,  for  I  shal  to  Snrryfi, 
Ne  shal  I  never  aeen  yow  more  with  yfi.  380 

Alias !  un-to  the  Barbre  naoioun 
I  moste  anon,  sin  that  it  is  your  wille  ; 
But  Crist,  that  starf  for  our  redempcioun, 
So  yeve  me  grace,  his  hestes  to  fulftllo ; 
I,  wrecche  womman,  no  fors  though  I 

spille.  385 

Wommen    are    bom    to  thraldom   and 

penance. 
And  to  ben  under  mannes  governance.' 

I  trowe,  at  Troye,  whan  Pirrus  brak  the 
wal  (190J 

Or  Yllon  brendo,  at  lliebes  the  citee,  389 
N*at  Borne,  for  the  harm  thurgh  Hanibal 
That  Bomayns  hath  venquisshed  tymes 

three, 
Nas  herd  swich  tendre  weping  for  pitee 
As  in  the  chambre  was  for  hir  departinge ; 
Bot  forth  she  moot,  wher-so  she  wepe  or 
singe. 

O  firste  moeving  cruel  firmament,  395 
With  thy  diurnal  sweigh  that  crowdest  a;.* 
And  hurlest  al  from  Est  til  Occident,  (199; 
That  naturally  wolde  holde  another  wa>', 
Thy  crowding  set  the  heven  in  swich  array 
At  the  beginning  of  this  fiers  viage,  30(1 
That  cruel  Mars  hath  slajm  this  mariage. 

Infortunat  ascendent  tortuous, 
Of  which  the  lord  is  helples  falle,  alias ! 
Out  of  his  angle  in-to  the  derkest  hous. 
O  Man,  O  Ataair,  as  in  this  cas !  305 

O  fable  mono,  unhappy  been  thy  pas ! 
Thou  knittest    thee'  ther  thou  art  nat 

receyved, 
Ther  thou  were  weel,  fro  thennes  artow 

weyved.  (310) 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


480 


B.    ZU  Zatt  of  <$e  (nian  of  £^ro^   [t.  4739-4805- 


Impmdent  emperonr  of  Borne,  alias  I  309 
Was  ther  no  philosophre  in  al  thy  tonn  ? 
Is  no  tyme  bet  than  other  in  swioh  cas  ? 
Of  viage  is  ther  noon  eleccionn, 
Namely  to  folk  of  heigh  oondicioun, 
Nat  whan  a  rote  is  of  a  birthe  y-knowe  ? 
Alias !  we  ben  to  lewed  or  to  slowe.      315 

To  shippe  is  brought  this  woftil  faire  mayde 
Solempnely,  with  every  circtunstanoe. 

*  Now  Jesa  Crist  be  with  yow  alle,'  she 

sayde ;  (220) 

Ther   nis   namore   bat  *farewel!   faire 

Cnstance ! '  319 

She  peyneth  hirto  make  good  coontenanoe, 
And  forth  I  lete  hir  sayle  in  this  manere, 
And  tome  I  wol  agayn  to  my  matore. 

The  moder  of  the  sowdan,  welle  of  vyoeSi 
Espyfid  hath  hir  sones  pleyn  entente, 
How  he  wol  lete  his  olde  sacrifyces,      325 
And  right  anon  she  for  hir  conseil  sente; 
^  And  they  ben  come,  to  knowe  what  she 

mente. 
And  when  assembled  was  this  folk  in-fere, 
She  sette  hir  donn,  and  sayde  as  ye  shal 

here.  (23  0 

*  Lordes,'  qnod  she,  'ye  knowen  everichon, 
How  that  my  sone  in  point  is  for  to  lete  331 
The  holy  lawes  of  onr  Alkaron, 

Yeven  by  goddes  message  Makomete. 
Bat  oon  avow  to  grete  god  I  hete,         334 
The  lyf  shal  rather  out  of  my  body  sterte 
Than  Makometes  lawe  oat  of  myn  herte ! 

What  sholde  as  tyden  of  this  newe  lawe 
But  thraldom  to  oar  bodies  and  penance  ? 
And  afterward  in  helle  to  be  drawe   (341) 
For  we  reneyed  Mahoan  oar  creance  ?  340 
Bat,  lordes,  wol  ye  maken  assarance, 
As  I  shal  seyn,  assenting  to  mj  lore, 
And  I  shall  make  as  saof  for  evermore  ? ' 

They  sworen  and  assenten,  every  man,  344 
To  live  with  hiranddye,  and  by  hirstonde; 
And  everich,  in  the  beste  wyse  he  can, 
To  strengthen  hir  shal  alle  his  fireendes 

fonde ; 
And  she  hath  this  empxyse  y4ake  on 

honde,  (250) 


Which  ye  shal  heren  that  I  shal  devyse. 
And  to  hem  alle  she  spak  right  in  this 
wyse.  55D 

*  We  shal  first  feyne  as  cristendom  to  take. 
Cold  water  shal  not  greve  as  bat  a  lyte  ; 
And  I  shalswioh  a  feste  and  revel  make. 
That,  as  I  trowe,  I  shal  the  sowdan  qoyte. 
For  thoagh  his  wyf  be  cristned  never  so 

whyte,  355 

She  shal  have  node  to  waashe  awey  the 

rede, 
Thogh  she  a  font-fUL  water  with  hir  lede.* 

O  sowdanesse,  rote  of  iniqaitee,  {»6o) 

Virago,  thoa  Semyram  the  secoonde, 
O  serpent  onder  femininitee,  360 

Lyk  to  the  serpent  dope  in  helle  y-boande, 
O  feyned  womman,  al  that  may  oonfoande 
Vertu  and  innocence,  thargh  thy  malyoe, 
Is  bred  in  thee,  as  n^  of  eveiy  vyoo ! 

O  Satan,  envioas  sin  thilke  day  365 

That  thoa  were  chased  from  oar  heritage, 
Wei  knowestow  to  wommen  the  olde  wny ! 
Thoa  madest  Eva  bringe  as  in  servage.  (270) 
Thoa  wolt  fordoon  this  cristen  manage. 
Thyn  instrament  so,  weylawey  the  whyle ! 
Kakestow  of  wommen,  whan  thoa  wolt 
begyle.  371 

This  sowdanesse,  whom  I  thos  Uame  and 

warie, 
Leet  prively  hir  conseil  goon  hir  my. 
What  sholde  I  in  this  tale  lenger  tarie  ? 
She  zydeth  to  the  sowdan  on  a  day,      375 
And  seyde  him,  that  she  wolde  reneye 

hir  lay. 
And  cristendom  of  preestes  handes  fonge, 
Bepentinghir  she  hethen  was  so  longe,(a4k>) 

Biseohing  him  to  doon  hir  that  honoor, 
That  she  moste  han  the  cristen  men  to 
feste ;  3S0 

*  To  plesen  hem  I  wol  do  my  labour.* 
The  sowdan  seith,  *  I  wol  don  at  yoorheste,* 
And  kneling  thanketh  hir  of  that  reqaest& 
So  glad  he  was,  he  niste  what  to  seye; 
She  kiste  hir  sone,  and  hoom  she  gooth 

hir  weye.  385 

EzpUeit  prima  para.       Saqnitar 
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Anyved  ben  this  Cnsten  folk  to  londe, 
In  Sorxie,  with  a  greet  solempne  roate, 
And  hastily  this  aovdan  sente  his  sonde, 
Fint   to  his  moder,  and  al  the  regne 

abofate,  (291) 

And  seyde,  his  wyf  was  comen,  out  of 

donte,  390 

And  pzcyde  hir  for  to  ryde  agayn  the 

quene, 
The  honoor  of  his  regne  to  sastene. 

Oret  was  the  prees,  and  riche  was  th'array 
Of  Sorriens  and  Bomayns  met  y-fere ; 
The  naoder  of  the  sowdan,  riche  and  gay, 
Beceyreth  hir  with  alnso  glad  a  chore  396 
As  any  moder  mighto  hir  doghtor  dere, 
And  to  the  nexto  citoe  ther  bisyde  (300) 
A  softe  pas  solempnely  they  ryde. 

Noght  trowe  I  the  trimnphe  of  Jolius,  400 
Of  which  that  Lucan  maketh  swich  a  host, 
Was  royaller,  ne  more  cnrions 
Than  was  th'assemblee  of  this  blisAxl  host. 
But  this  soorpioon,  this  wikked  gost, 
The  Bowdanesse,  for  al  hir  flatering©,  405 
Oaate  under  this  taX  mortally  to  stinge. 

The  sowdan  comth  him-self  sone  after  this 
So  royally,  that  wonder  is  to  telle,  (310) 
And  welcometh  hir  with  alle  joye  and  blis. 
And  thos  in  merthe  and  joye  I  Icte  hem 

dwelle.  410 

The  Aroyt  of  this  matere  is  that  I  telle. 
Whan  tyme  cam,  men  thonghte  it  for  the 

besto 
That  revel  stinte,  and  men  goon  to  hir 

reste. 

The  tyme  cam,  this  olde  sowdaneese  414 
Ordeyned  hath  this  feste  of  which  I  tolde, 
And  to  the  feste  Cristen  folk  hem  dresse 
In  general,  ye !  bothe  yonge  and  olde.  (319) 
Here  may  men  feste  and  royaltee  biholde. 
And  deyntees  mo  than  I  can  yow  devyse, 
Bat  al  to  dere  they  bonghte  it  er  they  ryse. 

Osodeynwo!  that  ever  art  snooessonr  421 
To  worldly  blisse,  spreynd  with  bitter- 


Th'  ende  of  the  joye  of  our  worldly  labour; 
Wo  oooupieth  the  fyn  of  our  gladnesse. 
Bierke  this  oonseil  for  thy  sikemesse,  475 


Up-on  thy  glade  day  have  in  thy  minde 
The  unwar  wo  or  harm  that  oomth  bi* 
hinde. 

For  shortly  for  to  tellen  at  o  word,    (330) 
The  sowdan  and  the  Cristen  everfchone 
Ben  al  to-hewe  and  stiked  at  the  bord,  430 
But  it  were  only  dame  Gustance  allone. 
This  olde  sowdanesse,  cursed  crone, 
Hath  with  hir  frendes  doon  this  cursed 

dede, 
For  she  hir^elf  wolde  al  the  contree  lede. 

Ne  ther  was  Surrien  noon  that  was  con- 
verted 435 

That  of  the  conseU  of  the  sowdan  woot, 

That  he  nas  al  to-hewe  er  he  astorted. 

And  Costance  han  they  teke  anon,  foot- 
hoot,  (340) 

And  in  a  shippe  al  sterelees,  god  woot. 

They  han  hir  set,  and  bidde  hir  lame 
sayle  440 

Out  of  Surrye  agaynward  to  Iti^le. 

A  certein  tresor  that  she  thider  ladde. 
And,  sooth  to  sayn,  vitaille  gret  plentee 
They  han  hir  yeven,  and  clothes  eek  she 

hadde, 
And  forth  she  sayleth  in  the  salto  see.  445 
O  my  Cnstance,  Ail  of  benignitee, 
O  emperoures  yonge  dpghter  dere,      (349) 
He  that  is  lord  of  fortune  be  thy  store ! 

She  blesseth  hir,  and  with  ful  pitous  voys 
Un-to  the  crpys  of  Crist  thus  seyde  she, 
*  O  clere,  o  welful  auter,  holy  croys,  451 
Beed  of  the  lambes  blood  full  of  pitee, 
That  wesh  the  world  fto  the  olde  iniquitee, 
Me  fro  the  feend,  and  fro  his  clawes  kepe, 
That  day  that  I  shal  drenchen  in  the 
dope.  455 

Victorious  tree,  protecoioun  of  trewe, 
That  only  worthy  were  for  to  here     (359) 
The  king  of  heven  with  his  woundes  ne  we. 
The  whyte  lamb,  that  hurt  was  with  the 

spere,  459 

Flemer  of  feendes  out  of  him  and  here 
On  which  thy  limes  feithfully  extenden. 
Me  keep,  and  yif  me  might  my  lyf  t'amen- 

den.* 
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Teres  and  dayes  fleet  this  oreatare 
Thazghont  the  see  of  Greoe  nn-to  the 

Btrayte 
Of  Marrok,  as  it  was  hir  aventnre ;       465 
On  many  a  sory  moel  now  may  she  bajrte ; 
After  her  deeth  ftil  often  may  she  wayte, 
Er  that  the  wildo  wawes  wol  hir  dryve 
Un-to  the  place,  ther  she  shal  arryve,  (371) 

lien  mighten  askan  why  she  was  not 
slayn  ?  470 

Eek  at  the  feste  who  mighte  hir  body  save  P 
And  I  answere  to  that  demaonde  agajrn. 
Who  saved  Daniel  in  the  horrible  oave, 
Ther  eveiy  wight  save  he,  maister  and 
knave,  474 

Was  with  the  leonn  frete  er  he  asterte  ? 
No  wight  but  god,  that  he  bar  in  his  herte. 

Ood  liste  to  shewe  his  wonderfixl  miracle 
In  hir,  for  we  sholde  seen  his  mighty 
werkes ;  (380) 

Crist,  which  that  is  to  every  harm  triacle, 
By  certain  menes  ofte,  as  knowen  clerkes, 
Doth  thing  for  certein    ende   that  fnl 
derk  is  481 

To  mannas  wit,  that  for  onr  ignorance 
Ke  conne  not  knowe  his  pradent  pur- 
veyance. 

Now,  sith  she  was  not  at  the  ftste  y-«lawe, 
Who  kepte  hir  fro  the  drenching  in  the 
see?  485 

Who  kepte  Jonas  in  the  fisshes  mawe 
Til  he  was  sponted  np  at  Ninivee  P 
Wei  may  men  knowe  it  was  no  wight 
but  he  (390) 

That  kepte  peple  Ebraik  fro  hir  drench- 

inge. 
With  diye  feet  thorgh-omt  the  see  pass- 
ings. 490 

Who  bad  the  fonre  spirits  of  tempest. 
That  power  ban  t'anoyen  land  and  see, 
'Bothe  north  and  south,  and  also  west 

and  est, 
Anoyeth  neither  see,  ne  land,  ne  tree  ?' 
Sothly,  the  comaundour  of  that  was  he, 
That  fro  the  tempest  ay  this  womman 

kepte  496 

As  wel  whan  [that]  she  wook  as  whan  she 

slepte. 


Wher  mighte  this  womman  mate  and 

drinkebave?  (400) 

Three  yeer  and  mora   how  lasteth  hir 

vitaiUe?  499 

Who  fedde  the  Egipcien  Marie  in  the  cave. 
Or  in  desert?  no  wight  but  Criat,  sans 

&iUe. 
Tyve  thousand  folk  it  was  as  gret  mer- 

vaille 
With  loves  fyve  and  flashes  two  to  fede. 
GNkL  sente  his  foison  at  hir  grete  ned& 

She  dryveth  fbrth  in-to  onr  oooean      505 
Thurgh-out  our  wilde  see,  til,  atte  lasto, 
Under  an  hold  that  nempnen  I  ne  can, 
Fer  in  Northumberlond  the  wawe  hir 

caste,  (410) 

And  in  the  sond  hir  ship  stiked  so  fiaste. 
That  thennes  wolde  it  noght  of  al  a  tyde. 
The  wille  of  Crist  was  that  she  shulde 

abyde.  511 

The  constable  of  the  castel  doun  is  fare 
To  seen  this  wrak,  and  si  the  ship  he 

soghte. 
And  fond  this  wery  womman  ful  of  care ; 
He  fond  also  the  tresor  that  she  broghte^ 
In  hir  langage  mercy  she  bisoghte  516 
The  lyf  out  of  hir  body  for  to  twinne,  (419) 
Hir  to  delivere  of  wo  that  she  was  inne. 

A  manor  Latin  corrupt  was  hir  speohe. 
But  algates  ther-by  was  she  undexstonde; 
The  constable,  whan  him  list  no  lenger 

seche,  521 

This  woful  womman  broghte  he  to  the 

londe ; 
She  kneleth  doun,  and  thanketh  goddes 

sonde. 
But  what  she  was,  she  wolde  no  man  seye. 
For  foul  ne  fair,  thogh  that  she  shulde 

d«3re.  525 

She  seyde,  she  was  so  mased  in  the  see 
That  she  forgat  hir  minde,  l^hir  trouthe; 
The  constable  hath  of  hir  so  greet  pitee, 
And  eek  his  wyf,  that  they  wapen  for 
routhe,  (431)  jag 

She  was  so  diligent,  with-onten  slouthe, 
To  serve  and  plesen  everioh  in  that  place, 
That  alio  hir  loven  that  loken  on  hir  &oe. 
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This  oonstafale  and  dame  Hermengild  his 

wyf 
Were  pa^ns,  and  that  contree  erery- 

where; 
But  Hermengild  lovede  hir  ri^ht  as  Mr 

lyf,  535 

And  OoBtance  hath  so  longe  Bojoomed 

there, 
In  orisonB,  with  many  a  bitter  tere, 
Til  Jeea  hath  converted  thnrgh  his  grace 
Dame  Hermengild|  oonstablesse  of  that 

plaoo.  (441)  539 

In  al  that  lond  no  Cristen  dnrste  route, 
Alle  Cristen  folk  ben  fled  fro  that  oontree 
Thnigh    payens,    that   oonqnereden    al 

abonte 
The  plages  of  the  North,  by  land  and  see ; 
To  Walls  fled  the  Crisfcianitee 
Of  olde  Britons,  dwellinge  in  this  yle ;  545 
Ther  was  hir  reAit  for  the  mene  whyle. 

Bnt  yet  nere  Cristen  Britons  so  exyled  (449) 
That  ther  nere  somme  that  in  hir  privetee 
Honoured  Crist,  and  hethen  folk  bigyled ; 
And  ny  the  castel  swiche  ther  dwelten 

three.  550 

That  oon  of  hem  was  blind,  and  mighte 

nat  see 
But  it  were  with  thilke  yfin  of  his  mlnde, 
With  whiche  men  seen,  after  that  they 

ben  blinde. 

Bright  was  the  Sonne  as  in  that  someres 
day,  554 

For  which  the  constable  and  his  wjrf  also" 
And  Custanoe  han  y-take  the  righte  way 
Toward  the  see,  a  furlong  wey  or  two, 
To  pleyen  and  to  romen  to  and  fro ;  (460) 
And  in  hir  walk  this  blinde  man  they 
mette  559 

Croked  and  old,  with  y6n  fSaste  y-shette. 

*In  name  of  Crist,'  oryde  this   blinde 

Britoun, 
*I>ame  Hermengild,  yif  me  my  sighte 

agayn.' 
This  lady  wex  aiFrayed  of  the  soun. 
Lest  that  hir  housbond,   shortly  for  to 

siyn, 
Woldo  hir  for  Jesu  Cristes  love  han  slayn. 


Til  Custance  made  hir  bold,  and  bad  hir 

werche  566 

The  wil  of  Crist,  as  doghter  of  his  chirche. 

The  constable  wex  abasshed  of  that  sight, 
And  seyde,  *  what  amounteth  al  this  fare  ? ' 
Custance  answerde,   ^sire,  it  is  Cristes 
might,  (472)  570 

That  helpeth  folk  out  of  the  feendes  snare.' 
And  so  ferforth  she  gan  our  lay  declare, 
That  she  the  constable,  er  that  it  were  eve. 
Converted,  and  on  Crist  made  him  bileve. 

This  constable  was  no-thing  lord  of  this 
pl»oe  (477)  575 

Of  which  I  speke,  ther  he  Custance  fond, 
But  kepte  it  strongly,  many  wintxes  space. 
Under  Alia,  king  of  al  Northumberlond, 
That  was  f^l  wys,  and  worthy  of  lus  hond 
Agayn  the  Scottes,  as  men  may  wel  here. 
But  tome  I  wol  agayn  to  my  matere.  581 

Sathan,  that  ever  us  waiteth  to  bigyle, 
Saugh  of  Custance  al  hir  perfecoioun. 
And  oaste  asoon  how  he  mighte  quyte  hir 

whyle, 
And  nuide  a  yong  knight,  that  dwelte  in 

that  toun,  585 

Love  hir  so  bote,  of  foul  aifoccioun, 
Thtkt  verraily  himr  thoughte  he  shulde 

spUle  (489) 

Bnt  he  of  hir  mighte  ones  have  his  wille. 

He  woweth  hir,  but  it  availleth  nog^t, 
She  wolde  do  no  sinne,  by  no  weye ;     590 
And,  for  dospyt,  he  compassed  in  his 

thoght 
To  nmken  hir  on  shamftil  deth  to  deyo. 
He  wayteth  whan  the  constable  was  aweye, 
And  prively,  up-on  a  night,  ho  crepte  594 
In  Hermengildes  chambre  whyl  she  slepto. 

Wery,  for-waked  in  her  orisouns, 
Blepeth  Oastance,  and  Hermengild  also. 
This  knight,  thurgh  Sathanas  tempto-, 

ciouns,  (500) 

Al  soitely  is  to  the  bed  y-go, 
And  kitte  the  throto  of  Hermengild  a-two, 
And   leyde    the    blody   knyf  by   damo 

Custance,  601 

And  wente  his  wey,  ther  god  yeve  him 

meschance ! 
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Sone  after  comth  this  oonstable  hooxn 

And  eek  Alia,  that  king  was  of  that  lond, 
And  sangh  his  wyf  despitously  y-slayn,  605 
For  which  ftil  ofte  he  weep  and  wrong  his 

hond, 
And  in  the  hed  the  blody  knyf  he  fond 
By  dame  Custance ;  alias !  what  mighte 

sheseye?  (510) 

For  verray  wo  hir  wit  was  al  aweye. 

To  king  Alia  was  told  al  this  mesohance, 
And  eek  the  tyme,  and  where,  and  in 
whatwyse  611 

That  in  a  ship  was  f  onnden  dame  Custance, 
As  heer-bifom  that  ye  han  herd  devyse. 
The  kinges  herte  of  pitee  gan  agryse, 
Whan  he  sangh  so  benigne  a  oreatnre  615 
Falle  in  disese  and  in  misaventnre. 

For  as  the  lomb  toward  his  deeth  is  broght, 
So  stant  this  innocent  bifore  the  king ; 
This  false  knight  that  hath  this  tresonn 

wroght  (531) 

Berth  hir  on  hond  that  she  hath  doon 

this  thing.  620 

fBat   nathelees,    ther   was    [ftd]    greet 

mooming 
Among  tHe  peple,  and  seyn,  *  they  can  not 

gesse 
That  she  hath  doon  so  greet  a  wikked- 

nesse.  623 

For  they  han  seyn  hir  eyer  so  vertnons, 
And  loving  Hermengild  right  as  her  lyf.* 
Of  this  bar  witnesse  everich  in  that  hons 
Save  he  that  Hermengild  slow  with  his 

knyf. 
This  gentil  king  hath  caught  a  gret  motyf 
Of  this  witnesse,  and  thoghte  he  wolde 

enqnere  (531) 

Bepper  in  this,  a  tronthe  for  to  lere.    630 

Alias !  Custance  I  thou  hast  no  champioun, 
Ne  iighte  canstow  nought,  so  weylawey  I 
But  he,  that  starf  for  our  redempcioun 
And  bond  Sathan  (and  yit  lyth  ther  he 

lay) 
So  be  thy  stronge  champioun  this  day !  635 
For,  but-if  Crist  open  miracle  kythe, 
Withouten  gilt  thou  shalt  be  slayn  as 

0wythe. 


She  sette  her  doun  on  knees,  and  thus 
she  sayde,  (54o> 

'  Immortal  god,  that  savedest  Susasne 

Fro  &l8e  blame,  and  thou,  merciird 
mayde,  ^4" 

Mary  I  mene,  doghter  to  Seint  Anne, 

Bifore  whos  child  aungeles  singe  Osanne. 

If  I  be  giltlees  of  this  felonye, 

Ky  sooour  be,  for  elles  I  shal  dye  I'      644 

Have  ye  nat  seyn  som  tyme  a  pale  £ue. 
Among  a  prees,  of  him  that  hath  be  lad 
Toward  his  deeth,  wher-as  him  gat  no 

grace, 
And  swich  a  colour  in  his  face  hath  had. 
Men  mighte  knowe  his  faoe,  that  was 

bistad,  (551  > 

Amonges  aJle  the  faces  in  that  route :  650 
So  stant  Custance,  and  loketh  hir  about^. 

O  queues,  livinge  in  prosperitee, 
Duchesses,  and  ye  ladies  everichone, 
Haveth  som  routhe  on  hir  adversitee ; 
An  emperoures  doghter  stant  allone  ;  655 
She  hath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  hir 

mone. 
O  blood  royal,  that  stondest  in  this  drede, 
Fer  ben  thy  freendes  at  thy  grete  nede ! 

This  Alia  king  hath  swich  compossioun. 
As  gentil  herte  is  fulflld  of  pitee,  (562)  660 
That  from  his  yCn  ran  the  water  doun. 
'  Now  hastily  do  fecche  a  book,'  quod  he, 
'  And  if  this  knight  wol  sweren  how  that 

she 
This  womman  slow,  yet  wole  we  us  avyse 
Whom  that  we  wole  that  shal  ben  our 

justyse.'  665 

A  Briton  book,  writen  with  Evangyles, 
Was  fet,  and  on  this  book  he  swoor  anoon 
She  gilty  was,  and  in  the  mene  whyles 
A  hand  him  smoot  upon  the  nekke-boon. 
That  doun  he  fil  atones  as  a  stoon,  (572)  670 
And  bothe  his  y6n  broste  out  of  his  face 
In  sight  of  every  body  in  that  place. 

A  vois  was  herd  in  general  audience, 
And    seyde,    *thou    hast    desolanndred 

giltelees 
The    doghter   of  holy  chiiohe   in    hey 

pretence ;  675 
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Thus  hastoa  doon,  aioid  yet  holde  I  my 


Of  this  menraille  agast  was  al  the  piees ; 
Aa  nuued  folk  th^y  stoden  eyexichone,  (580) 
For  drede  of  wieche,  save  GnBtance  allone. 

Greet  was  the  dxede  and  eek  the  repent- 
ance 680 

Of  hem  that  hadden  wrong  sospeocionn 

Upon  this  sely  innocent  Cnstance ; 

And,  for  this  miracle,  in  condusionn, 

And  hy  Cnstanoes  mediaoionn, 

The  king,  and  many  another  in  that 
place,  685 

Converted  was,  thanked  be  Cristes  grace ! 

This  false  knight  was  slayn  for  his  un- 

troathe 
By  jngement  of  Alia  hastifly ;  (590) 

And  yet  Cnstance  hadde  of  his  deeth  gret 

ronthe. 
And  after  this  Jesos,  of  his  mercy,       690 
Made  Alia  wedden  f al  solempnely 
This  holy  mayden,  that  is  so  bright  and 

shene, 
And  thus  hath  Crist  y-maad   Cnstance 

a  qnene. 

But  who  was  woAil,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Of  this  wedding  bnt  Donegild,  and  na  mo. 
The  kinges  moder,  fnl  of  tirannye  ?  696 
Hir  thonghte  hir  cnrsed  herte  brast  a-two ; 
She  wolde  noght  hir  sone  had  do  so  ^  (600) 
Hir  thonghte  a  despit,  that  he  sholde  take 
So  strange  a  creatore  nn-to  his  make.  700 

Me  list  nat  of  the  chaf  nor  of  the  stree 
Maken  so  long  a  tale,  as  of  the  com. 
What  sholde  I  tellen  of  the  loyaltee 
At  manage,  or  which  conrs  gooth  bifom. 
Who  bloweth  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  horn  ? 
The  fruit  of  eveiy  tale  is  for  to  seye ;    706 
They  ete,  and  drinke,  and  dannce,  and 
singe,  and  pleye. 

They  goon  to  bedde,  as  it  was  skile  and 

right;  (610) 

For,  thogh   that  wjybb  been    ful   holy 

thinges, 
They  moste  take  in  paoience  at  night  710 
8  wich  maner  necessaries  as  been  plasinges 
To  folk  that  han  y-wedded  hem  with 
ringes, 


And  leye  a  lyte  hir  hoUnesM  asyde 
As  for  the  tyme ;  it  may  no  bet  bityde. 

On  hir  he  gat  a  knave-child  anoon,      715 
And  to  a  bishop  and  his  constable  eke 
He  took  his  wyf  to  kepe,  whan  he  is  goon 
To  Scotland-ward,  his  fo-men  for  to  seke ; 
Now  faire  Cnstance,  that  is  so  humble 

and  meke,  (6a  i) 

So  longe  is  goon  with  childe,  til  that  stille 
She  halt  hir  chambre,  abyding  Cristes 

wille.  721 

The  tyme  is  come,  a  knave-chUd  she  ber ; 
Manrioins  at  the  font-stoon  they  him  calle ; 
This  constable  dooth  forth  come  a  mes- 

sager. 
And  wroot  nn-to  his  king,  that  cleped 

was  Alle,  725 

How  that  this  bUsftil  tyding  is  bifalle, 
And  othere  tydings  speedfnl  for  to  seye ; 
He  tak^th  the  lettre,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  weye.  (630) 

This  messager,  to  doon  his  avantage,    739 
Un-to  the  kinges  moder  rydeth  swythe, 
And  salneth  hir  fill  faire  in  his  langage, 
*  Madame,'  qnod  he,  *  ye  may  be  glad  and 

blythe, 
And  thanke  god  an  hundred  thousand 

s^he ; 
My  lady  queue  hath  child,  with-outen 

doute,  734 

To  joye  and  blisse  of  al  this  regne  aboute. 

Lo,  beer  the  lettres  seled  of  this  thing. 
That  I  mot  here  with  al  the  haste  I  may; 
If  ye  wol  aught  un-to  your  sone  the  king, 
I  am  your  servant,  bothe  night  and  day.' 
Donegild  answerde,  *  as  now  at  this  tyme, 

nay ;  (64a)  740 

But  heer  al  night  I  wol  thou  take  thy 

rests, 
Tomorwe  wol  I  seye  thee  what  me  leste.' 

This  messager  drank  sadly  ale  and  wyn. 
And  stolen  were  his  lettres  prively 
Out  of  his  box,  whyl  he  sleep  as  a  swyn ; 
And  conntrefeted  was  tol  subtilly  746 
Another  lettre,  wroght  ful  sinfully, 
Un-to  the  king  direct  of  this  matere  (650) 
Fro  his  constable,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


486 


B.    Zit  Zatt  of  iit  QHan  of  Bdwi.    [t.  sito^-sm^- 


The  lettre  Bpak,  '  the  queen  delivered  -wbjs 
Of  so  horrible  a  feendly  creature,         751 
That  in  the  castel  noon  so  hardy  was 
That  any  whyle  dorste  ther  endure. 
The  moder  was  an  elf,  by  aventure 
Y-come,  by  charmes  or  by  sorcerye,      755 
And  every  wight  hateth  hir  oompanye.' 

Wo  was  this  king  whan  he  this  lettre 
had  Beyn,  (659) 

But  to  no  wighte  he  tolde  his  sorwes  sore. 
But  of  his  owene  honde  he  wroot  ageyn, 
*  Welcome  the  sonde  of  Crist  for  evermore 
To  me,  that  am  now  lemed  in  his  lore ;  761 
Lord,    welcome   be   thy  lust   and    thy 

plesaunce, 
Ky  lust  I  putte  al  in  thyn  ordinaunoe ! 

Kepeth  this  child,  al  be  it  foul  or  fair. 
And   eek    my   wyf,   un-to   myn   hoom- 

oominge ;  765 

Crist,  whan  him  list,  may  sonde  me  an 

heir 
More  agreable  than  this  to  my  lykingo.' 
This  lettre  he  seleth,  prively  wepinge,  (670) 
Which  to  the  messager  was  take  sone, 
And  forth  he  gooth ;  ther  is  na  more  to 

done.  770 

O  messager,  fnlfild  of  dronkenesse, 
Strong  is  thy  broeth,  thy  limes  faltren  oy, 
And  thou  biwreyest  alle  secreenesse. 
Thy  mind  is  lorn,  thou  janglest  as  a  jay, 
Thy  fiace  is  turned  in  a  newe  array !     775 
Ther  dronkenesse  regneth  in  any  route, 
Ther  is  no  oonseil  hid,  with-outen  doute. 

O  Donegild,  I  ne  have  noon  English  digne 
Un-to  thy  malice  and  thy  tirannye !  (681) 
And  therfor  to  the  feend  I  thee  resigne, 
Let  him  endyten  of  thy  traitorye  !        781 
Py,  mannish,  fy  !  o  nay,  by  god,  I  lye, 
VYj  feendly  spirit,  for  I  dar  wel  telle. 
Though  thou  heer  walke,  thy  spirit  is  in 
helle!  784 

This  messager  oomth  fro  the  king  agayn, 
And  at  the  kinges  modree  court  he  lighte, 
And  she  was  of  this  messager  fal  fayn. 
And   plesed    him    in  al  that  over  she 

mighte.  (690) 

He  drank,  and  wel  his   girdel   under* 

pighte. 


He  slepeth,  and  he  snoreth  in  his  gyse  7go 
Al  night,  fun-til  the  sonne  gan  axysa. 

Eft  were  his  lettres  stolen  everichon 
And  oountrefeted  lettres  in  this  wyse ; 
*  The  king  comandeth  his  constable  anon, 
Up  peyne  of  hanging,  and  on  hei^  JQJ^i 
That  he  ne  sholde  suffren  in  no  wyse  796 
Custance  in-with  his  regne  for  f  abyde 
Thre  dayes  and  a  quarter  of  a  tyde ;  (700) 

But  in  the  same  ship  as  he  hir  fond, 
Hir  and  hir  yonge  sone,  and  al  hir  gere. 
He  sholde  putte,  and  croude  hir  fro  the 

lond,  Sot 

And  charge  hir  that  she  never  eft  come 

there.' 
O  my  Custance,  wel  may  thy  goost  have 

fere 
And  sleping  in  thy  dreem  been  in  penance, 
When  Donegild  caste  al  this  ordinance ! 

This  messager  on  morwe,  whan  be  wook, 
Un-to  the  castel  halt  the  nexte  wey,  (709) 
And  to  the  constable  he  the  lettre  took  ; 
And  whan  that  he  this  pitous  lettre  sey, 
Ful  ofte  he  seyde  ^aUas!*    and  *  w^y- 

lawey  I '  810 

'Lord  Crist,'  quod  he,   'how  may  this 

world  endure  ? 
So  ful  of  sinne  is  many  a  oreature  I 

O  mighty  god,  if  that  it  be  thy  wiUe, 
Sith  thou  art  rightfU  juge,  how  may  it  be 
That  thou  wolt  suffren  innocents  to  spiUe, 
And  wikked  folk  regno  in  prosperitee?  816 
O  good  Custance,  alias !  so  wo  is  me 
That  I  mot  be  tl^  tormentour,  or  deye 
On  shames  deeth;   ther  is  noon  other 
weyel'  (721) 

Wepen  bothe  yonge  and  olde  in  al  that 

pbice,  8ao 

Whan  tiiat  the  king  this  cursed  lettre 

sente. 
And  Custance,  with  a  deedly  pale  faoe, 
The  ferthe  day  toward  hir  ship  she  wenta. 
But  natheles  she  taketh  in  good  entente 
The  wille  of  Crist,  and,  kneling  on  the 

stronde,  825 

She  seyde,   'lord!   ay  wel-com  be  thy 

sonde! 
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Ho  that  me  kepte  fro  the  false  blame 
Whyl  I  was  on  the  londe  amonges  yow, 
He  can  me  kepe  from  haime  and  eek  fro 
■hame  (731) 

In  salte  see,  al-thogh  I  see  nat  how.     830 
As  strong  as  ever  he  was,  he  is  yet  now. 
In  him  triste  I^  and  in  his  moder  dere. 
That  is  to  me  my  seyl  and  eek  my  store.* 

Hir  litel  child  lay  weping  in  hir  arm,  834 
And  kneling,  pitonsly  to  him  she  s^^e* 
^Pees,  litel    sone,   I  wol    do   thee    non 

harm.' 
With  that  hir  kerchef  of  hir  heed  she 

breydOf 
And  over  his  litel  y6n  she  it  leyde ;    (740) 
And  in  hir  arm  she  Inlleth  it  AU  faste, 
And  in-to  heven  hir  y6n  up  she  caste.  840 

*Koder,'  qnod  she,  *and  mayde  bright, 

Kaiye, 
Sooth  is  that  thnxgh  wommannes  egge- 

'  ment 
Mankind  was  lorn  and  damned  ay  to  dye, 
For  which  thy  child  was  on  a  croys  y- 

rent; 
Thy  blisfdl  y§n  sawe  al  his  torment ;    845 
Than  is  ther  no  comparisoon  bitwene 
Thy  wo  and  any  wo  man  may  sostene. 

Thon  sawe  thy  child  y^slayn  bifor  thyn 

yen,  (750) 

And  yet  now  liveth  my  litel  child,  parfay ! 
Now,   lady  bright,  to  whom  alle  woAxl 

cryfin,  850 

Thon  gloxie  of  wommanhede,  thon  faire 

may, 
Thoa  haven  of  refnt,  brighte  sterre  of  day, 
Bewe  on  my  child,  that  of  thy  gentillesse 
Bawest  on  every  rewfnl  in  distresse  1 

O  litel  child,  alias !  what  is  thy  gilt,  855 
That    never   wronghtest   sinne    as   yet, 

Pardee, 
Why  wil  thyn  harde  fader  ban  thee  spilt? 
O  mercy,  dare  constable!'  qttodshe;  (760) 
*As  lat  my  litel  child  dwelle  heer  with 

thee; 
And  if  thon  darst  not  seven  him,  for 

blame,  860 

So  Ids  him  ones  in  his  fadres  name ! ' 


Therewith    she  loketh   bakward  to  the 

londe, 
And  seyde,   *far-wel,  honsbond  ronthe- 

lees!' 
And  up  she  rist,  and  walketh  doon  the 

stronde 
Toward  the  ship  ;  hir  folweth  al  the  prees, 
And  ever  she  preyeth  hir  child  to  holde 

his  pees;  866' 

And  taketh  hir  leve,  and  with  an  holy 

entente 
She  blesseth  hir;    and   in-to   ship    she 

wente.  (770) 

Yitailled  was  the  ship,  it  is  no  drede, 
Habnndantly  for  hir,  ful  longe  space,  870 
And  other  necessaries  that  sholde  nede 
She  hadde  y-nogh,  heried  be  goddes  grace ! 
For  wind  and  weder  almighty  god  pur- 

chace, 
And  bringe  hir  hoom !   I  can  no  bettre 

seye ;       .  874 

Bat  in  the  see  she  diyveth  forth  hir  weye. 

Explicit  secnnda  pars. 
Seqnitor  pars  tercia. 

Alia  the  king  comth  hoom,  sone  after  this, 
Unto  his  castel  of  the  which  I  tolde,  (779) 
And  axeth  wher  his  wyf  and  his  child  is. 
'fhe  constable  gan  abonte  his  herte  coldo, 
And  pleynly  al  the  manor  he  him  tolde  880 
As  ye  han  herd,  I  can  telle  it  no  bettre, 
And  sheweth  the  king  his  seel  and  [eek] 
his  lettre, 

And  seyde,  '  lord,  as  3^  comannded  me 
Up  peyne  of  deeth,  so  have  I  doon,  certein.* 
This  messager  tormented  was  til  he     885 
Mostebiknowe  and  tellen,  plat  and  plein. 
Fro  night  to  night,  in  what  place  he  had 

lejm. 
And  thns,  by  wit  and  snbtil  enqneringe, 
Ymagined  was  by  whom  this  harm  gan 

springe.  (791) 

The  hand  was  knowe  that  the  lettre  wroot. 
And  al  the  venim  of  this  cursed  dede,  891 
Bat  fax  what  wyse,  certeinly  I  noot. 
Th'effect  is  this,  that  Alia,  out  of  drede, 
His  moder  slow,  that  men  may  pleinly 
rede, 
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for  that  she  traitoar  was  to  hir  ligeaiince. 

Thus  endeth  olde  Donegild  with    xues- 

ohaimce.  S96 

The  Borwe  that  this  Alia,  night  and  day, 
Maketh  for  his  wyf  and  for  his  child  also, 
Ther  is  no  tonge  that  it  telle  may.  (801) 
Bnt  now  wol  I  nn-to  Cnstance  go,  900 
•  That  fleteth  in  the  see,  in  i>eyne  and  wo, 
Fyve  yeer  and   more,   as  lyked  Cristes 

sonde, 
Er  that  hir  ship  approched  nn-to  londe. 

Under  an  hethen  oastel,  atte  laste. 

Of  which  the  name  in  my  text  noght 

I  finde,  905 

Cnstance  and  eek  hir  child  the  see  up- 

caste. 
Almighty  god,  that  saveth  al  mankinde, 
Have  on  Custanoe  and  on  hir  child  som 

minde,  (810) 

That  fiOlon  is  in  hethen  land  eft-sone,909 
In  point  to  spille,  as  I  shal  telle  yow  sone. 

I>onn  from  the  oastel  oomth  ther  many 

a  wight 
To  ganren  on  this  ship  and  on  Cnstance. 
Bnt  shortly,  irom  the  caatel,  on  a  night. 
The  lordes  styward — god  yeve  him  mea- 

channce ! —  914 

A  theef,  that  had  reneyed  our  creannce, 
Com  in-to  ship  allone,  and  seyde  ho  sholde 
Hir  lomman  be,  wher-so  she  wolde  or 

nolde.  (819) 

Wo  was  this  wreoched  womman  tho  bigon, 
Hir  child  oryde,  and  she  oryde  pitonsly ; 
Bnt  blisfbl  Marie  heelp  hir  right  anon  ; 
For  with  hir  stmgling  wel  and  mightily 
The  theef  fil  over  bord  al  sodeinly,  932 
And  in  the  see  he  dreynte  for  yengeance ; 
And  thns  hath  Crist  nnwemmed  kept 

Cnstance. 

Anctor. 
0  foole  Inst  of  Inznrie  !  lo,  thyn  ende ! 
Nat   only   that    thon   feyntest   mannes 

minde,  926 

Bnt  yerraily  thon  wolt  his  body  shende ; 
Th'ende  of  thy  werk  or  of  thy  Instes 

blinde  (830) 

Is  compleyning,  how  many-oon  may  men 

finde 


That  noght  for  werk  som-tymA,  bat  for 

th 'entente  930 

To  doon  this  ainne,  ben  oather  sleyn  or 

shente! 
• 
How  may  this  wayke  womman  han  this 

strengthe 
Hir  to  defende  agayn  this  renegat  ? 
O  Golias,  nnmesnrable  of  lengthe. 
How  mighte  David  make  thee  so  mat,  935 
So  yong  and  of  armnxe  so  desolat? 
How  dorste  he  loke  np-on  thy  dredfnl  &ce? 
Wel  may  men  seen,  it  nas  bnt  goddcs 

grace!  (840) 

Who  yaf  Jndith  corage  or  hardinetse 
To  sleen  him,  Olofemns,  in  hia  tente,  940 
And  to  deliveren  ont  of  wrecohednease 
The  peple  of  god  ?  I  seye,  for  this  entente. 
That,  right  aa  god  spirit  of  vigonr  sente 
To  hem,  and  saved  hem  ont  of  meschance, 
So  sente  he  might  and  vigonr  to  Cnstance. 


Forth  goth  hir  ship  thnrgh-ont  tho  i 

month  946 

Of  Jnbaltar  and  Septe,  diyving  ay, 

Som-tyme  West,  som-tyme   North   and 

Sonth,  (850) 

And  som-tyme  Est,  fnl   many  a  weiy 

day, 
Til  Cristas  moder  (blessed  be  she  ay !)  950 
Hath  shapen,  thni^h  hir  endelees  good- 


To  make  an  ende  of  al  hir  hevinesse. 

Kow  lat  ns  stinte  of  Cnstance  bnt  a  throve. 
And  speke  we  of  the  Romain  Emperonr, 
That  ont  of  Snrrie  hath  by  lettres  knowe 
The  slanghtre  of  Cristen  folk,  and  dia- 

hononr  956 

Don  to  his  doghter  by  a  fals  traitonr, 
I  mene  the  onrsed  wikked  sowdanease. 
That  at  the  feste  leet  sleen  both  more  and 

lesse.  (861) 

For  which  this  emperonr  hath  sent  anoon 
His  senatonr,  with  royal  ordinance,     961 
And  othere  lordes,  got  wot,  many  oon, 
On  Snrriens  to  taken  heigh  vengeance. 
They  brennen,  sleen,  and  bringe  hem  to 
meschance 
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Fol  many  a  day;  but  shortly,  this  ii 
the  ende,  965 

Homward  to  Borne  they  shapen  hem  to 
wende. 

This  senatour  repaireth  with  victorie 
To  Bomo-ward,  sayling  ful  royally,    (870) 
And  mette  the  ship  dryying^  as  seith  the 

stone, 
In  which  distance  sit  ttd  pitonsly.       970 
Xo-thing  ne  knew  he  what  she  was,  ne 

why 
She  was  in  swich  array ;  ne  she  nil  seye 
Of  hir  estaat,  althogh  she  sholde  deye. 

He  bringeth  hir  to  Borne,  and  to  his  wyf 
He  yaf  hir,  and  hir  jronge  sone  also ;  975 
And  with  the  senatoar  she  ladde  her  lyf. 
Thus  can  our  lady  bringen  out  of  wo  (879) 
Wofnl  Cnstanoe,  and  many  another  mo. 
And  longe  tyme  dwelled  she  in  that  place, 
In  holy  werkes  ever,  as  was  hir  grace.  980 

The  senatonres  wjrf  hir  annte  was, 

But  for  al  that  she  knew  hir  never  the 

more; 
I  wol  no  longer  tarien  in  this  oas. 
Bat  to  king  Alia,  which  I  spak  of  yore, 
That  for    his  wyf  wepeth  and   qrketh 

■ore,  985 

I  wol  retonme,  and  lete  I  wol  Onstance 
Under  the  senatonres  governance. 

King  Alia,  which  that  hadde  his  moder 
sh^n,  (890) 

Upon  a  day  ill  in  swich  repentance. 
That,  if  I  shortly  tellen  shal  and  plain,  990 
To   Bome   he   oomth,  to   receyven   his 

penance; 
And  pntte  him  in  the  popeB  ordinance 
In  heigh  and  low,  and  Jesu  Grist  bisoghte 
Foryeve    his   wikked   werkes    that    he 
"wioghte.  994 

The  fiune  anon  thnxgh  Bome  tonn  is  bom, 
How  Alia  king  shal  come  in  pilgrimage. 
By  herbergeonrs  that  wenten  him  bifom ; 
For  which  the  senatonr,  as  was  nsage,  (900) 
Bood  him  ageyn,  and  many  of  his  linage, 
As  wel  to  shewen  his  heighe  magnificence 
As  to  don  any  king  a  reverence.  1001 


Greet  chore  dooth  thia  noble  senatonr 
To  king  Alia,  and  he  to  him  also ; 
Everich  of  hem  doth  other  greet  hononr ; 
And  so  bifel  that,  in  a  day  or  two,      1005 
This  senatonr  ia  to  king  Alia  go 
To  feste,  and  shortly,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Costanoes  sone  wente  in  his  companye. 

Som   men  wolde   seyn,  at   reqneste  of 
Costance,  (911) 

This  senatoar  hath  lad  this  child  to  feste ; 
I  may  nat  tellen  every  dronmstance,  101 1 
Be  as  be  may,  ther  was  he  at  the  leste. 
Bat  Both  is  this,  that,  at  his  modres  heste, 
Bifom  Alia,  daring  the  metes  space, 
The  child  stood,  loking  in  the  kinges  face. 

This  Alia  king  hath  of  this  child  greet 
wonder,  iui6 

And  to  the  senatoar  he  seyde  anon, 

*  Whos  is  that  faire  child  that  stondeth 

yonder  ? '  (920) 

'  I  noot,'  qnod  he,  *  by  god,  and  by  seint 

John !  1019 

A  moder  he  hath,  bat  fader  hath  he  non 
That  I  of  woot  * — bat  shortly,  in  a  stoonde, 
He  tolde  Alia  how  that  this  child  was 

fonnde. 

*  Bat  god  wot,*  qnod  this  senatonr  also, 

*  So  vertnons  a  livere  in  my  lyf,  1024 
Ne  saogh  I  never  as  she,  ne  herde  of  mo 
Of  worldly  womlnen,  mayden,  nor  of  W3rf ; 
I  dar  wel  seyn  hir  hadde  lever  a  knyf 
Thozgh'Oat  her  breste,  than  been  a  worn- 
man  wikke ;                 ,                 (931)) 

Ther  is  no  man  coade  bringe  hir  to  that 
prikke.' 

Now  was  this  child  as  lyk  nn-to  Costance 
As  possible  is  a  creatore  to  be.  103 1 

This  Alia  hath  the  face  in  remembrance 
Of  dame  Costance,  and  ther-on  mosed  he 
If  that  the  cluldes  moder  were  aoght  she 
That  was  his  wyf,  and  prively  he  sighte, 
And  spedde  him  fro  the  table  that  he 
mighte.  1036 

'  Parfay,*  thoghte  he,  *  fantome  is  in  myn 

heed! 
I  oghte  deme,  of  skilfVil  jogement,     (940) 
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That  in  the  ealte  see  my  -wyf  is  deed.' 
And  afterward  he  made  his  ajng^iunent — 
'  What  woot  I,  if  that  Crist  have  hider 

y-sent  1041 

My  -wyf  by  see,  as  wel  as  he  hir  sente 
To   my  contree    fro    thennee   that   she 

wente?* 

And,  after  noon,  hoom  with  the  senatonr 
Goth  Alia,  for  to  seen  this  wonder  chaonce. 
This  senatonr  dooth  Alia  greet  honour, 
And  hastifly  he  sente  after  Cnstannce. 
Bnt  trastet^  weel,  hir  liste  nat  to  dannce 
Whan  that  she  wiste  wherafor  was  that 
sonde.  (951)  1049 

Unnethe  up-on  hir  feet  she  mighte  stonde. 

When  Alia  sangh  his  wyf,  faire  he  hir 

gretto. 
And  woep,  that  it  was  ronthe  for  to  see. 
For  at  the  firste  look  he  on  hir  sette 
He  knew  wel  verraily  that  it  was  she. 
And  she  for  sorwe  as  domb  slant  as  a  tree ; 
So  was  hir  herte  shet  in  hir  distresse  1056 
WKan  she  remembred  lus  unkindenesse. 

TwySs  she  swowned  in  his  owne  sights ; 
He  weep,  and  him  excnseth  pitonsly : — 
*  Now  god,'  qnod  he,  *  and  alle  his  halwes 
brighte  (96a)  1060 

So  wisly  on  my  sonle  as  have  mercy. 
That  of  your  harm  as  giltelees  am  I 
As  is  Maurice  my  sono  sc^lyk  your  face ; 
Elles  the  feend  mo  fecche  out  of  this  place !  * 

Long  was  the  sobbing  and  the  bitter  peyne 
£r  that  hir  w(«ful  hertes  mighte  cesse  ; 
Greet  was  the  pitee  for  to  here  hem  pleyne, 
Thurgh  whiche  pleintes  gan  hir  wo  en- 
crcsse.  (970) 

T  prey  yow  al  my  labour  to  relesse  ; 
I  may  nat  telle  hir  wo  un-til  tomorwe,  1070 
I  am  so  wery  for  to  speke  of  sorwe. 

Bnt  fynally,  when  that  the  sooth  is  wist 
That  Alia  giltelees  was  of  hir  wo, 
I  trowe  an  hundred  tymes  been  they  kist. 
And  swich  a  blisse  is  ther  bitwix  hem  two 
That,  save  the  joye  that  lasteth  evermo, 
Ther  is  non  lyk,  that  any  creature       1077 
Hath  seyn  or  slial,  whyl  that  the  world 
may  dure.  (980) 


Tho  preyde  she  hir  housbond  mekely. 
In  relief  of  hir  longe  pitons  pyne,        1080 
That  he  wold  prejre  hir  fader  specially 
That,  of  his  magestee,  he  wolde  endyne 
To  vouche-sauf  som  day  with  him  to  dyne ; 
She  preyde  him  eek,  he  sholde  by  no  weye 
Un-to  hir  fader  no  word  of  hir  seye.   1085 

Som  men  wold  seyn,  how  that  the  chUd 

Maurice 
Doth  this  message  un-to  this  emi>eroxir ; 
But,  as  I  gesse,  Alia  was  nat  so  nyce  (99c) 
To  him,  that  was  of  so  sovere^ix  honour 
As  he  that  is  of  Cristen  folk  the  flour,  1090 
Sente  any  child,  but  it  is  bet  to  deme 
He  wente  him-self,  and  so  it  may  wel  seme. 

This  emperour  hath  graunted  gentiUy 
To  come  to  diner,  as  he  him  bisoghte ; 
And  wel  rede  I,  he  loked  bisily  1095 

Up-on  this  child,   and    on  his    dorter 

thoghte. 
Alia  goth  to  his  in,  and,  as  him  oghte. 
Arrayed  for  this  feste  in  every  wyse  (iock>} 
As  ferforth  as  his  conning  may  su^se. 

The  morwe  cam,  and  Alia  gan  him  dresse, 
And  eek  his  wyf,  this  emperour  to  mete ; 
And  forth  they  ryde  in  joye  and  in  s^ad- 

nesse.  iicu 

And  whan  she  saugh  hir  fader  in  the  strete, 
She  lighte  doun,  and  falleth  hia  to  fete. 
'Fader,*  quod  she,   'your  yonge    duld 

Custance  1 105 

Is  now  ful  clene  out  of  your  remembranoe. 

I  am  your  doghter  Ci&stanc^,'  quod  she, 
'  That  whylom  ye  han  sent  un-to  Surrye. 
It  am  I,  fader,  that  in  the  salte  see  (1011) 
Was  put  allone  and  dampned  for  to  dye. 
Now,  gode  fader,  mercy  I  yow  ciye,  1 1 1 1 
Send  me  namore  un-to  non  hethenesse, 
But  thonketh  my  lord  heer  of  his  kinde- 


Who  can  the  pitous  joye  teUen  al 
Bitwix  hem   three,   sin   they  ben  thus 
y-mette?  1115 

But  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  shal ; 

,  The  day  goth  faste,  I  wol  no  lenger  lette. 

'  This  glade  folk  to  diner  they  hem  sette ; 
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In  joye  and  bliflse  at  mete  I  lete  hem 

dwelle  (loat)  11 19 

A  thonsand  fold  wel  more  than  I  oan  telle. 

This  child  Maurice  was  aithen  emperoTir 
Maad  by  the  pope,  and  lived  Cristenly. 
To  Cristes  chirche  he  dide  greet  honour ; 
Bat  I  lete  al  his  storie  paasen  by, 
Of  Cnstanoe  is  my  tale  specially.  1 125 

In  olde  Bomayn  gestes  may  men  finde 
Manzices  lyf ;  I  bere  it  noght  in  minde. 

This  king  Alia,  whan  he  his  tyme  sey,  (ic^) 
^With  his  distance,  his  holy  wyf  so  swete. 
To  Engelond  been  they  oome  the  righte 

wey,  1130 

Wher-as  they  live  in  joye  and  in  qniete. 
But  litel  whyl  it  lasteth,  I  yow  hete, 
Joye  of  this  world,  for  tyme  wol  nat 

abyde; 
Fro  day  to  night  it  changeth  as  the  tyde. 

Who  lived  ever  in  swich  delyt  o  day  1135 
That  him  ne  moeved  oather  conscience, 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  som  kin  affray,  (1039) 
Envye,  or  i>T3rde,  or  passion,  or  offence  ? 
I  ne  seye  but  for  this  ende  this  sentence, 
That  litel  whyl  in  joye  or  in  plesanoe  1140 
liBsteth  the  blisse  of  AUa  with  Cnstanoe. 


For  deeth,  that  taketh  of  heigh  and  low 

his  rente, 
When  passed  was  a  yeer,  even  as  I  gesse, 
Out  of  this  world  this  king  AUa  he  hente, 
For  whom  Cnstanoe  hath  ful  gret  hevi- 

nesse.  11 45 

Now  lat  us  proyen  god  his  sonle  blesse ! 
And  dame  Custance,  fynally  to  seye. 
Towards  the  toun  of  Bome  gooth  hir  weye. 

To  Bome  is  oome  this  holy  creature,  (1051) 
And  i^ndeth  ther  hir  frendes  hole  and 

sonnde :  1150 

Now  is  she  scaped  al  hir  aventure ; 
And  whan  that  she  hirfader  hath  y-founde, 
Doun  on  hir  knete  falleth  she  to  grounde ; 
Weping  for  tendrenesse  in  herte  blythe, 
She  herieth  god  an  hundred  thousand 

^ythe.  1155 

In  vertu  and  in  holy  almes-dede  (1058) 
They  liven  alle,  and  never  a-sonderwende ; 
Til  deeth  departed  hem,  this  lyf  they  lede. 
AndfiBkreth  now  weel,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende. 
Now  Jesu  Crist,  that  of  his  might  may 

sende  it6o 

Joye  after  wo,  goveme  us  in  his  grace, 
And  kepe  us  alle  that  ben  in  this  place  t 

Amen. 


Here  endeth  the  Tale  of  the  Han  of  Lawe ;  and  next  folwetfa  the 
Shipmannes  Prolog. 
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THE    SHIPMAN^S    PROLOGUE. 

Here  biginneth  the  Shlpmannes  Prolog. 
*,*  In  Tyrwhitt'g  text,  H.  13903-12924. 


Our    hoste    tip-on    his     Btiropes    stood 

anon, 
And  seyde,  '  good  men,  herluieth  everich 

on; 
This  vroa  a  thrifty  tale  for  the  nones  !  x  165 
Sir  parish  prest,'  quod  he,   *for  goddes 

bones, 
Tel  us  a  tale,  as  was  thy  forward  yore, 
I  see  wel  that  ye  lemed  men  in  lore 
Can  moche  good,  ^y  goddes  dignitee  !  * 

The  Persone  him  answerde,  *  hen'cite !  1 170 
What  eyleth  the   man,   so   sinfully  to 

swere?' 
Our  hoste  answerde,  *  O  Jankin,  be  ye 

there?  (10) 

I  smelle  a  loller  in  the  wind,'  qnod  he. 
•How !  good  men,'  quod  our  hoste,  *herk- 

neth  me ; 


Abydeth,  for  goddes  digne  passioun,  1175 
For  we  shal  ban  a  predicacioxxn  ; 
This  loller  heer  wil  prechen  ns  som-what* 
*  Nay,  by  my  fader  Boole !  that  shal  be 

nat,' 
Seyde  the  Shipman;  *heer  he  shal  nat 

preche. 
He  shal  no  gospel  glosen  heer  ne  teche.  i  iSo 
We  leve  alle  in  the  grete  god,'  quod  he, 
*  He  wolde  sowen  som  diificultee,  (m) 

Or  springen  cokkel  in  our  clene  com ; 
And  therfor,  hoste,  I  wame  thee  bifom, 
^7  joly  body  shal  a  tale  telle,  1185 

And  I  shal  clinken  yow  so  mexy  a  belle, 
That  I  shal  waken  al  this  companye ; 
But  it  shal  nat  ben  of  philosophye, 
Ne  iphygices^  no  termes  queinte  of  lawe ; 
Ther  is  but  litel  Latin  in  my  mawe.*  1190 


Here  endeth  the  Shipman  his  Prolog. 


THE    SHIPMANNES    TALE. 

Here  biginneth  the  Shlpmannes  Tale. 


A  MAncuAST  whylom  dwelled  at  Seint 

Denys, 
That  riche  was,  for  which  men  helde  him 

wya; 
A  wyf  he  haddo  of  excellent  beautee, 
And  oompaignable  and  rerelous  was  she, 
Which  is  a   thing   that  causeth  more 

dispenoe  X195 

Than  worth  is  al  the  chere  and  reverence 
That  men  hem  doon  at  festes  and  at 

daunoes; 
Swiche  salutaoiouns  and  oontenaunces 
Passen  as  dooth  a  shadwe  up-on  the  wal. 


But  wo  is  him  that  payen  moot  for  al ;  laoo 
The  sely  housbond,  algate  he  mot  paye ; 
He    moot   us  dothe,  and  he   moot   us 
arraye,  (m) 

Al  for  his  owene  worship  richely, 
In  which  array  we  daunce  jolily.        1M4 
And  if  that  he  noght  may,  par-aventure. 
Or  elles,  list  no  swich  dispence  endure. 
But  thinketh  it  is  wasted  and  y-lost^ 
Than  moot  another  payen  for  our  cost, 
Or  lene  us  gold,  and  that  is  perilous. 
This  noble  Karchant  heeld  a  worthy 
hous,  (30)  1210 
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For  -which  he  hadde  alday  so  greet  repair 
For  his  largesse,  and  for  his  -wyf  was  fair, 
That  wonder  is;  bat  herlmeth  to  my  tala 
Amonges  alle  his  gestes,  greto  and  smale, 
Ther  was  a  monk,  a  fair  man  and  a  bold, 
I  trowe  of  thritty  winter  he  was  old,  1116 
That  ever  in  oon  was  drawing  to  that  place. 
This  yonge  monk,  that  was  so  fair  of  face, 
Aqaeinted  was  so  with  the  gode  man, 
Sith  that  hir  firste  knoweliche  bigan,  laao 
That  in  his  hons  as  famnlier  was  he  (31) 
As  it  jMMwible  is  any  freend  to  be. 

And  for  as  mnohel  as  this  gode  man 
And  eek  this  monk,  of  which  that  I  bigan, 
Were  bothe  two  y-bom  in  o  village,    1235 
The  monk  him  olaimeth  as  for  cosinage ; 
And  he  again,  he  seith  nat  ones  nay. 
Bat  was  as  glad  thereof  as  fowel  of  day ; 
For  to  his  herte  it  was  a  greet  plesannce. 
Thus  been  they  knit  with  eteme  alliaonce, 
And  ech  of  hem  gan  other  for  t'assore  la^i 
Of  bretherhede,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 
dare.  (4a) 

Free  was  dann  John,  and  namely  of 
dispoice, 
As  in  that  boos ;  and  fnl  of  diligence  1234 
To  doon  plesannce,  and  aJso  greet  oostage. 
He  no^t  forgat  to  yeve  the  leeste  i>age 
In  al  that  hons ;  bat,  after  hir  degree, 
He  yaf  the  lord,  and  sitthe  al  his  meynee. 
When  that  he  cam,  som  maner  honest 
thing;  1239 

For  whidh  they  wore  as  glad  of  his  coming 
As  fowel  is  fayn,  whan  that  the  Sonne 
np-ryseth.  (51) 

Na  more  of  this  as  now,  for  it  saffjipseth. 
Bat  so  bifel,  this  morehant  on  a  day 
Shoop  him  to  make  redy  his  array 
Toward  the  toon  of  Brogges  for  to  fare,  1345 
To  bySn  ther  a  porcioan  of  ware ; 
For  which  he  hath  to  Paris  sent  anon 
A  meesager,  and  preyed  hath  datin  John 
That  he  sholde  come  to  Seint  Denys  to 
pleye  1349 

With  him  and  with  his  wyf  a  day  or  tweye, 
£r  be  to  Brogges  wente,  in  alle  wyse.  (61) 
This  noble  monk,  of  which  I  yow  devyse. 
Hath  of  his  abbot,  as  him  list,  licence, 
By-oanse  he  was  a  man  of  heigh  prndence, 
And  eek  an  officer,  oat  for  to  ryde,  1^55 
Toseenhir  groiinges  and  hir  hemes  wyde ; 


And  an-to  Seint  Denys  he  comth  anon. 
Who  was  so  welcome  as  my  lord  dann 

John, 
Oar  dere  cosin,  fhl  of  carteisye  ?  1259 

With  him  broghtehe  a  jabbe  of  HalTesye, 
And  eek  another,  fnl  of  fyn  Vemage,  (71) 
And  ydatyl,  as  ay  was  his  asage. 
And  thns  I  lete  hem  ete  and  drinke  and 

pleye. 
This  marchant  and  this  monk,  a  day  or 

tweye. 
The  thridde  day,  this  marchant    up 

aiyseth,  1265 

And  on  his  nodes  sadly  him  avyseth. 
And  np  in-to  his  coontoor-hoas  goth  he 
To  rekene  with  him-self,  as  wel  maj  be, 
Of  thilke  yeer,  how  that  it  with  him  stood, 
And  how  that  he  defpended  hadde  his 

good ;  1270 

And  if  that  he  enoressed  were  or  noon.  (81) 
His  bokes  and  his  bagges  many  oon 
He  leith  bifom  him  on  his  coanting-bord ; 
Fal  riche  was  his  tresor  and  his  hord. 
For  which  ftil  £Bste  his  coontoor-dore  he 

shette ;  1275 

And  eek  he  nolde  that  no  man  sholde  bivy^ 

lette 
Of  his  accoantos,  for  the  mene  tyme ; 
And  thas  he  sit  til  it  was  passed  piyme. 

Daon  John  was  risen  in  the  morwe  also, 
And  in  the  gardin  walketh  to  and  £ro,  laSu 
And  hath  his  thinges  seyd  fill  onrteisly. 

This  gode  -wyf  cam  walking  prlvely  (9a) 
In-to  the  gardin,  ther  he  walketh  softe. 
And  him  saleweth,  as  she  hath  don  ofte. 
A  mayde  child  cam  in  hir  companye,  1285 
Which  as  hir  list  she  maygovemeand  gye, 
For  yet  onder  the  yerde  was  the  maydo. 

*  O  dere  cosin  myn,  dann  John,'  she  sayde, 

*  What  eyieth  yow  so  rathe  for  to  xy se  ?  * 

*  Nece,*  qnod  he,  *  it  oghte  y-noagh  saffyse 
FyyB  hoares  for  toslepeap-on  anight,  (loi) 
But  it  were  for  an  old  appalled  wight, 
As  been  thise  wedded  men,  that  lye  and 

dare 
As  in  a  forme  sit  a  wery  hare, 
Were  al  for^traaght  with  hoandee  grete 

and  smale.  1295 

Bat  dere  nece,  why  be  ye  so  pale  ? 
I  trowe  certes  that  oar  gode  man        (107) 
Hath  yow  laboured  sith  the  night  bigan, 
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ThatyowwerenedetoTesten  hastily  ?  *  1099 
And  with  that  word  he  longh  fixl  xnerily, 
And  of  his  owene  thoQe:ht  he  wexal  reed. 
This  faire  wyf  gan  for  to  shake  hir  heed, 
And  s^yde  thus,  *  ye,  god  wot  al/  qao<I  she ; 

*  Nay,  oosin  myn,  it  stant  nat  so  with  me. 
For,  by  that  god  that  yaf  me  sonle  and  lyi^ 
In  aX  Uiereme  of  France  isther  nowyf  1306 
That  lasBe  Inst  hath  to  that  sory  pley. 
For  I  may  singe  "  aUas  "  and  "  weylawey, 
That  I  was  bom/*  bnt  to  no  wight,'  qnod  she, 

*  Dar  I  nat  telle  how  that  it  stant  with  me. 
Wherfore  I  thinke  ont  of  this  land  to 

wende,  (lai)  1311 

Or  elles  of  my-aelf  to  make  an  ende, 
So  All  am  I  of  drede  and  eek  of  oare.' 

This  monk  bigan  np-on  this  wyf  to  stare, 
And  seyde,  *  alias,  jny  nece,  god  forbede 
That  ye,  for  any  sorwe  or  any  drede,  1316 
Fordoyonr-self;  bnt teUethmeyoor  grief; 
Paraventore  I  may,  in  yonr  mesohief, 
Conseille  or  helpe,  and  therfore  telleth  me 
Al  yonr  anoy,  for  it  shal  been  secree ;  1320 
For  on  my  porthors  here  I  make  an  ooth, 
That  never  in  my  lyf,  for  lief  nelooth,  (132) 
Ne  shal  I  of  no  oonseil  yow  bi¥nrqye.' 
'The  same  agayn  to  yow,'  qnod  she, 

•Iseye;  1324 

By  god  and  by  this  porthors,  I  yowswere, 
Thongh  men  me  wolde  al  in-to  peces  tere, 
Ne  shal  I  never,  for  to  goon  to  helle, 
Biwreye  a  word  of  thing  that  ye  me  telle, 
Nat  for  no  oosinage  ne  alliance, 
Bnt  verraily,  for  love  and  affiance.'  1330 
Thus  been  ^ey  sworn,  and  heer-npon  they 

kiste,  (141) 

And  ech  of  hem  tolde  other  what  hem  lists. 

*Ck)8in,'  quod   she,  *if  that  I  hadde 

a  space, 
As  I  have  noon,  and  namely  in  this  place. 
Than  wolde  I  telle  a  legende  of  my  l3rf,  1335 
What  I  have  snfired  sith  I  was  a  wyf 
With  mynhoQsbonde,  al  beheyonr  cossm. ' 
'  Nay,'  qnod  this  monk,  *■  by  god  and  seint 

Martyn, 
He  is  na  more  cosin  nn-to  me  1339 

Than  is  this  leef  that  hangeth  on  the  tree ! 
I  depe  him  so,  by  Seint  Benys  of  Frannce, 
To  have  the  more  oanse  of  aqneintannoe 
Of  yow,  which  I  have  loved  specially  (153) 
Aboven  alle  wommen  sikerly ; 


This  swere  I  yow  on  my  professionn.  1345 
Telleth  j^onr  grief,  lest  tiiathe  oomeadonn. 
And  faasteth  yow,  and  gooth  your  w^ 

anon.' 
*  My  dere  love,'  qnod  she,  *  o  Toy  dann 

John,  (158) 

Fnl  lief  were  me  this  conseil  for  to  hyde, 
Bnt  ont  it  moot,  I  may  namore  ahyde.  1350 
Myn  housbond  is  to  me  the  worsts  man 
That  ever  was,  sith  that  the  world  taigan. 
But  sith  I  am  a  wyf,  it  sit  nat  me 
To  tellen  no  wight  of  our  privetee,      1354 
Neither  »-bedde,  ne  in  non  other  place ; 
God  ahilde  I  sholde  it  tellen,  for  his  grace ! 
A  wyf  ne  shal  nat  seyn  of  hir  housbonde 
But  al  honour,  as  I  can  understonde ; 
Save  nn-to  yow  thus   muohe   I    tellen 

shal; 
Ashelpmegod,he  isnoght  worth  at  al  1360 
In  no  degree  the  value  of  a  flye.  (171) 

Bnt  yet  me  greveth  most  his  nigaxdye ; 
And  wel  ye  woot  that  wommen  natn2>eI1y 
"Desyren.  thinges  sixe,  as  wel  as  L        1364 
They  wolde  that  hir  housbondes  sholde  be 
Hardy,  and  wyse,  and  riohe,  and  ther-to 

free, 
And  buxom  to  his  wyf,  and  fresh  a^wdde. 
But,  by  that  ilke  lord  that  for  xu  bledde, 
For  his  honour,  my-self  for  to  arraye, 
A  Sonday  next,  I  moste  nodes  paye     1370 
An  hundred  frankes,  or  elles  am  I  lorn. 
Yet  were  me  lever  that  I  were  unborn  (i8a) 
Than  me  were  doon  a  sdaundre  or  vil- 

einye; 
And  if  myn  housbond  eek  it  mighte  espye, 
I  nere  but  lost,  and  therfore  I  yow  prqye 
Lene  me  this  somme,  or  elles  moot  I 

deye.  1376 

Daun  John,  I  seye,  lene  me  thise  hundred 

frankes; 
Pardee,  I  wol  nat  faille  yow  my  thankes, 
If  that  yow  list  to  doon  that  I  yow  praye. 
For  at  a  certein  day  I  wol  yow  paye,   1380 
And  doon  to  yow  what   plesanoe  and 

servyoe  (191) 

That  I  may  doon,  right  as  yow  list  devyaa 

And  bnt  I  do,  god  take  on  me  vengeance 

As  foul  as  ever  had  (Jeniloun  of  France ! ' 

This  gentO.  monk  answerde    in   this 

manere;  1385 

*  Now,  trewely,  myn  owene  lady  dere. 
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I  have,*  quod  he, '  on  yow  so  greet  a  xonthe, 
That  I  yow  swere  and  plighte  yow  my 

troathe, 
That  whan  yonr  honshond  is  to  Flaundres 

fare, 
I  wol  delivere  yow  oat  of  this  care ;    1390 
For  I  wol  bringe  yow  an  hundred  frankes.* 
And  with  that  word  he  canghte  hir  by  the 

flankee,  (203) 

And  hir  embraoeth  harde,  and  kiste  hir 

ofte. 
*  Ch>th  now  yonr  wey/  qnod  he,  '  al  stille 

andsofte, 
And  lat  ns  dyne  as  sone  as  that  ye  may; 
For  by  my  chilindre  it  is  pzyme  of  day»  1396 
Goth  now,  and  beeth  as  trewe  as  I  shal  be.' 

*  Kow,  elles  god  forbede,  sire,*  quod  she, 
And  forth  she  gooth,  as  jolif  as  a  pye, 
And  bad  the  cokes  that  they  sholde  hem 

bye,  1400 

So  that  men  mightedyne,  and  that  anon. 
Up  to  hir  hoosbonde  is  this  wyf  y-g^n,  (3 1 2) 
And  knokketh  at  his  countoor  boldely. 
*■  Qui  laf*  quod  he.     *  Peter !  it  am  I,* 
Qaod  she,  '  what,  sire,  how  longe  wol  ye 

£ute?  1405 

How  longe  t^me  wol  ye  rekene  and  caste 
Your  sommes,  and  your  bokes,  and  your 

thinges? 
The  devel  have  part  of  alle  swiohe  reken- 

inges^ 
Ye  have  y-nough,  pardee,  of  goddes  sonde ; 
Com  doun  to<4i^,  and  lat  your  bagges 

stonde.  1410 

Ne  be  ye  nat  ashamed  that  daun  John  (aai) 
Shal  fasting  al  this  day  elenge  goon  ? 
What !  lat  us  here  a  messe,  and  go  we 

dyne.' 

*  Wyf,'  quod  this  man,  *■  litel  canstow 

devyne 
The  curious  bisinesse  that  we  have.     1415 
For  of  us  chapmen,  al-so  god  me  save, 
And  by  that  lord  that  oleped  is  Seint 

Yve, 
Scazaly  amonges  twelve  ten  shul  thryve, 
Gontinuelly,  lastinge  un-to  our  age.    1419 
We  may  wel  nuUte  chore  and  good  visage. 
And  dryve  forth  the  world  as  it  ms^  be, 
And  kepen  our  eetaat  in  privetee,       (333) 
Til  we  be  deed,  or  elles  that  we  pleye 
A  pilgrimage,  or  goon  out  of  the  weye. 


And  therfor  have  I  greet  necessitee    14^5 
Up-on  this  queinte  world  t'avyse  me ; 
For  evermore  we  mote  stonde  in  drede 
Of  hap  and  fortune  in  our  chapmanhede. 
To  Flaundres  wol  I  go  to-morwe  at  day, 
And  come  agayn,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For  which,  my  dere  wyf,  I  thee  biseke,  (341) 
As  be  to  eveiy  wight  buxom  and  meke, 
And  for  to  kepe  our  good  be  curious. 
And  honestly  goveme  wel  our  hous.  1434 
Thou  hast  y-nough,  in  every  maner  wyse. 
That  to  a  thrifty  houshold  may  sufifyse. 
Thee  lakketh  noon  array  ne  no  vitaiUe, 
Of  silver  in  thy  purs  shaltow  nat  faille.' 
And  with  that  word  his  countour-dore  he 

Bhette, 
And  doun  he  gooth,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

lette,  1440 

But  hastily  a  messe  "W^  ther  seyd,      (351) 
And  spedily  the  tables  were  y-leyd, 
And  to  the  diner  faste  they  hem  spedde ; 
And  richely  this  monk  the  chapman  fedde. 
At^after  diner  daun  John  sobrely    1445 
This  chapman  took  a-part,  and  prively 
He  ssyde  him  thus,  *  cosyn,  it  standeth  so, 
That  wel  I  see  to  Brugges  wol  ye  go. 
God  and  seint  Austin  8i>ede  yow  and  gyde ! 
I  prey  yow,  cosin,  wysly  that  ye  ryde ;  1450 
GN>vemeth  yow  also  of  your  diete       (261) 
Atemprely,  and  namely  in  this  hete. 
Bitwix  us  two  nedeth  no  strange  fare ; 
Fare-wel,  coiq^  ;   god    shUde    yow    fro 

care. 
If  any  thing  ther  be  by  day  or  night,  1455 
If  it  lye  in  my  power  and  my  might. 
That  ye  me  wol  oomande  in  any  wyse, 
It  shal  be  doon,  right  as  ye  wol  devyse. 
O  thing,  or  that  ye  goon,  if  it  may  be, 
I  wolde  prey  yow  ;  for  to  lene  me        1460 
An  hundred  frankes,  for  a  wyke  or  tweye, 
For  certein  beestes  that  I  moste  beye,  (373) 
To  store  with  a  place  that  is  cures. 
God  help  me  so,  I  wolde  it  were  youres ! 
I  shal  nat  faille  surely  of  my  day,       1465 
Nat  for  a  thousand  frankes,  a  myle-way. 
But  lat  this  thing  be  secree,  I  yow  preye, 
For  yet  to-night  thise  beestes  moot  I  beye ; 
And    fare-now    wel,  myn   owene   cosin 

dere, 
Graunt  mercy  of  your  cost  and  of  your 

ohere.*  (380)  1470 
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This  noble  marchant  gentilly  anon 
AuBwerde,  and  seydef  '  o  oosin  myn,  daim 

John, 
Now  sikerly  this  ia  a  smal  reqaeste ; 
My  gold  ia  yooreSi  whan  that  it  yow  leste. 
And  nat  only  my  gold,  bat  my  ohaffare  ; 
Take  what  yow  list,  god  shilde  that  ye 

spare.  1476 

Bat  o  thing  is,  ye  knowe  it  wel  y-nogh, 
Of  chapmen,  that  hir  moneye  is  hir  plogh. 
Wo  may  creaunoe  whyl  we  have  a  name, 
But  goldlees  for  to  be,  it  is  no  game.  1480 
Paye  it  agayn  whan  it  lyth  in  your  ese  ; 
After  my  might  fal  fayn  wolde  I  yow 

plese.*  (29a) 

Thise  hnndred  frankes  he  fette  forth 

anon. 
And  prively  he  took  hem  to  dann  John. 
No  wight  in  al  this  world  wiste  of  this 

lone,  1485 

Savinge  this  marchant  and  dann  John 

allone. 
They  drinke,  and  speke,  and  rome  a  wfayle 

and  pleye, 
Til  that  dann  John  rydeth  to  his  abbeye. 
The  morwe  cam,  and  forth  this  mar- 
chant rydeth 
To  Flanndres-ward ;  his  prentis  wel  him 

gydeth,  1490 

Til  he  cam  in-to  Brogges  merily.  (301) 
Now  gooth  this  marchant  faste  and  bisily 
Aboate  his  nede,  and  byeth  and  creann- 

ceth. 
He  neither  pleyeth  at  the  dees  ne  dann- 

ceth; 
But  as  a  marchant,  shortly  for  to  telle,  1495 
He  let  his  lyf,  and  there  I  lete  him  dweUe. 
The  Sonday  next  this  Marchant  was 

agon, 
To  Seint  Denys  y-comon  is  dann  John, 
With  crowne  and  herd  all  fresh  and  newe 

y-shave. 
In  al  the  hons  ther  nas  so  litel  a  knave,  1500 
Ne  no  wight  elles,  that  he  nas  fill  fayn  ,(311} 
For  that  my  lord  dann  John  was  come 

agayn. 
And  shortly  to  the  point  right  for  to  gon. 
This  faire  wyf  accorded  with  dann  John, 
That  for  thise  hundred  frankes  he  sholdo 

al  night  i5(  5 

Have  hir  in  his  ormes  bolt-npright ; 


And  this  acord  parfonmed  was  in  dede. 
In  mirthe  al  night  a  bi^  lyf  they  leda 
Til  it  was  day,  that  dann  John  wonte  his 

wi^. 
And  bad  the  meynee  *  fare-wel,  haTS  good 

day!'  (330)1510 

For  noon  of  hem,  ne  no  wi^t  in  the  toirn. 
Hath  of  dann  John  right  no  snspeokmn. 
And  forth  he  rydeth  hoom  to  his  abbeye. 
Or  where  him  list ;  namoxeof  him  laeye. 
This  marchant,  whan  that  ended  was 

the  faire,  1515 

To  Seint  Bonys  ho  gan  for  to  xepaix«, 
And  with  his  wyf  he  maketh  fiBSte  and 

ohere. 
And  telleth  hir  that  chai!kre  is  00  dare. 
That  nedes  moste  he  make  a  ohevisatmoe. 
For  he  was  bonnde  in  a  reoonissannce  15J0 
To  paye  twenty  thousand  sheeld  anon.  (331) 
For  which  this  marchant  is  to  Paris  gon. 
To  borwe  of  certein  frandes  that  he  hadde 
A  certein  frankes ;  and  somme  ^th  him 

heladde. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come  in-to  the  toon. 
For  greet  chertee  and  greet  affeocionn,  1526 
Un-to  dann  John  he  gooth  him  first,  to 

pleye ; 
Nat  for  to  axe  or  borwe  of  him  moneye^ 
But  for  to  wite  and  seen  of  liis  wel&re, 
And  for  to  tellen  him  of  his  ohafiare,  1530 
As  froendes  doon  whan  they  ben  met 

y-fore.  (341) 

Dann  John  him  maketh  feste  and  mexy 

chore; 
And  he  him  tolde  agayn  fnl  specially. 
How  he  hadde  wel  y-boght  and  gracioaaly, 
Thanked  be  god,  al  hool  his  marohandyse. 
Save  that  he  moste,  in  alle  manor  wyse,  1536 
Maken  a  chevisaonoe,  as  for  his  beste, 
And  thanne  he  sholde  been  in  joye  and 

reste. 

Daun  John  answprde,  ^certes,  I  am  fayn 

That  ye  in  hole  ar  oomen  hoom  agayn.  1540 

And  if  that  I  were  riche,  as  have  I  blisse, 

Of  twenty  thousand  sheeld  shoid  ye  nat 

misse,  (352) 

For  ye  so  kindely  this  other  day 
Lente  me  gold ;  and  as  I  can  and  may, 
I  thanke  yow,  by  god  and  by  seint  Jame! 
But  nathelees  I  took  nn-to  our  dame,  1546 
Your  wyf  at  hoom,  the  same  gold  ageyn 
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Upon  yotir bench ;  she woot  it  wel,  certcsm, 
By  certein  tokenes  that  I  c€Ui  hir  tello. 
Kow,  by  yonr  leve,  I  may  no  longer  dwelle, 
Our  abbot  wol  oat  of  this  toun  anon ;  (361 ) 
And  in  hia  comi>anye  moot  I  gon.  1553 
Orete  wel  oar  dame,  myn  owene  nece 

8wete, 
And  fiune-wel,  dere  cosing  til  we  mete ! ' 
This  Marchant,  which  that  was  fed  war 

and  wys,  1555 

Creaonced  hath,  and  payd  eek  in  Parys, 
To  certeyn  Lombardes,  redy  in  hir  bond, 
The  somme  of  gold,  and  gat  of  hem  his 

bond; 
And  hoom  he  gooth,  xneiy  as  a  papejay. 
For  wel  he  knew  he  stood  in  swioh  array, 
That    nedes    mosto    he  winne    in   that 

viage  ^  (37O 

A  thousand  frankes  above  al  his  oostage. 
His  wyf  ful  redy  mette  him  atte  gate, 
As  she  was  wont  of  old  osago  algate,  1564 
And  al  that  night  in  mirthe  they  bisette ; 
For  he  was  riche  and  cleerly  ont  of  dette. 
Whan  it  was  day,  this  marchant  gan 

embrace 
His  wyf  al  newe,  and  kiste  hir  on  hir  face, 
And  up    he  gooth  and  maketh  it   ftil 

tongh. 
*  Xamore,*  qnod  she,  *  by  god,  ye  have 

y-noogh !  *  1570 

And  wantoonly   agayn   with   him   she 

pleyde;  (381) 

Til,  atte  laste,  that  this  Iffarchant  seyde, 
*  By  god,'  qnod  he,  *  I  am  a  litel  wrooth 
With  yow,  my  wyf,  al-thogh  it  be  me 

looth. 
And  woot  ye  why?   by  god,  as  that  I 

gesso,  1575 

That  ye  han  maad  a  maner  straongenesse 
Bitwixen  me  and  my  cosyn  dann  John. 
Ye  sholde  han  warned  me,  er  I  had  gon. 
That  he  yow  hadde  an  hundred  frankes 

payed 
By  redy  tokene;    and  heeld  him  yvel 

apayed,  1580 

For  that  I  to  him  spak  of  chevisaonoe. 
Me  semed  so,  as  by  his  oontenannoe.  (392) 
But  nathelees,  by  god  oar  hevene  king, 
I  thoghte  nat  to  axe  of  htm  no-thing. 


I  prey  thee,  wyf,  ne  do  namore  so ;     1585 
Tol  me  alwey,  er  that  I  fro  thee  go, 
If  any  dettoor  hath  in  myn  absence 
Y-payed  thee  *,  lest,  thorgh  thy  necligence, 
I  mighte  him  axe  a  thing  that  he  hath 

payed.'  (399)  1589 

This  wyf  was  nat  afered  nor  affrayed. 
Bat  boldely  she  seyde,  and  that  anon  : 
^  Marie,  I  defye  the  false  monk,  dann  John ! 
I  kepe  nat  of  hise  tokenes  never  a  deel ; 
He  took  me  certein  gold,  that  woot  I  weel ! 
What !  yvel  thedom  on  his  monkes  snonte ! 
For,  god  it  woot,  I  wende,  withouten  doate, 
That  he  had  yeve  it  me  bycaose  of  yow. 
To  doon  ther-with  myn  honour  and  my 

prow. 
For  oosinage,  and  eek  for  bole  ohere 
That  he  hath  had  fal  ofbe  tymes  here,  1600 
Bat  sith  I  see  I  stondein  this  disjoint,  (41 1) 
I  wol  answere  yow  shortly,  to  the  point. 
Ye  han  mo  slakker  dettoors  than  am  I ! 
For  I  wol  paye  yow  wel  and  redily 
Fro  day  to  day ;  and,  if  so  be  I  faille,  1605 
I  am  yonr  wyf;  score  it  np-on  my  taille, 
And  I  shal  paye,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For,  by  my  troathe,  I  have  on  myn  array, 
And  nat  on  wast,  bistowed  every  deeL 
And  for  I  have  bistowed  it  so  weel      16 10 
For  your  honour,  for  goddes  sake,  I  seye, 
As  be  nat  wrooth,  but  lat  us  laughe  and 

pl^ye,  (4*2) 

Ye  shal  my  joly  body  have  to  wedde ; 
By  god,  I  wol  nat  paye  yow  but  a-beddo. 
Forgive  it  me,  myn  owene  spouse  dere ; 
Tame    hiderward    and    maketh    bettre 

ohere.*  16 16 

This   marchant    saugh    ther   was    no 

remedye. 
And,  for  to  chyde,  it  nere  but  greet  folye, 
Sith  that  the  thing  may  nat  amended  be. 
♦  Now,  wyf,'  he  seyde,  *  and  I  foryeve  it 

thee ;  1630 

But,  by  thy  lyf,  ne  be  namore  so  large ; 
Keep  bet  our  good,  this  yeve  I  thee  in 

charge.'  (432) 

Thus  endeth  now  my  tale,  and  god  us 

sende 
Taling  y-nough,  un-to  our  lyvos  ende. 

Amen. 


Here  endeth  the  Sbipnuumes  Tale. 
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THE   PRIORESS'S   PROLOGUE. 


Blhold  the  mery  ^rordes  of  the  Host  to  the  Shipman  and  to  the 
lady  Prioresse. 


'  Wkl  B^yd,  by  corgut  donUntUy^  quod  our 

hoste,  1625 

*  Now  longe  moot  thoa  sayle  by  the  coste, 
Sir  gentil  maister,  gentil  znarineer ! 
God  yeve  this  monk  a  thousand  last  quad 

yeer! 
A  ha !  felawes !  beth  ware  of  gwiche  a 

jape ! 
The  monk  putte  in  the  mannes  hood  an 

ape,  1630 

And  in  his  wyves  eek,  by  seint  Austin  ! 
Draweth  no  monkes  more  un-to  your  in. 
But  now  passe  over,  and  lat  us  seke 

aboute, 


Who    shal    now  telle   first,  of   al  this 
route,  (10) 

Another  tale ; '    and  with  that  word  he 
sayde,  1655 

As  curteisly  as  it  had  been  a  mayde, 
•  My  lady  Prioresse,  by  your  leve, 
So  that  I  wiste  I  sholde  yow  nat  greve, 
I  wolde  demen  that  ye  tellen  sholde 
A  tale  next,  if  so  were  that  ye  wolde.  1640 
Now  wol  ye  vouche-sauf,  my  lady  dere?' 
^Gladly,*  quod  she,  and  seyde  as  ye 
shal  here.  (i8; 

JEaepUcU, 


THE   PRIORESSES  TALE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Prloressea  Tale. 


I>omin6f  domittus  natter. 

O  LoBD  our  lord,  thy  name  how  mer- 

veillous 
Is  in  this  large  worlde  y-sprad— quod 

she: — . 
For  noght  only  thy  laude  precious      1645 
Parfoumed  is  by  men  of  dignitee, 
But  by  the  mouth  of  children  thy  bountee 
Parfoumed  is,  for  on  the  brest  soukinge 
Som  tyme  shewen  they  thyn  heryinge. 

Wherfor  in  laude,  as  I  best  can  or  may, 
Of  thee,  and  of  the  whyte  lily  flour     1651 
Which  that  thee  bar,  and  is  a  mayde 
alway,  (lo) 


To  telle  a  stone  I  wol  do  my  labour ; 
Not  that  I  may  oacresen  hir  honour ; 
For  s^e  hir-self  is  honour,  and  the  rote 
Of  bountee,  neact  hir  sone,  and  soules 
bote. —  1^ 

O  moder  mayde  I  o  mayde  moder  free ! 
O  bush  unbrent,  brenninge  in  Moyses 

sighte, 
That  ravisedest  doim  fro  the  deitee, 
Thurgh  thyn  humblesse,  the  goost  that  in 

th'aUghte,  1660 

Of  whos  yertu,  whan    he    thyn   herte 

lighte. 
Conceived  was  the  fadres  sapience,      (ao) 
Help  me  to  telle  it  in  thy  reverence ! 
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Lady !  thy  bonntee,  thy  magnificence,  I 
Thy  vezto,  and  thy  grete  hnmilitee  1665 
Thar  may  no  tonge  expresae  in  no  science ; 
For  lom-tyme,  lady,  er  men  praye  to  thee, 
Thon  goost  bifom  of  thy  benignitee, 
And  getest  nsthe  light,  thnrgh  thy  preyere, 
To  gyden  ix»  un-to  thy  sone  so  dere.     1670 

My  conning  is  so  wayk,  o  blisfhl  qnene, 
For  to  declare  thy  grete  worthinesse,  (jo) 
That  I  ne  may  the  weighte  nat  snatene, 
But  aa  a  child  of  twelf  monthe  old,  or 
lease,  1674 

That  can  nnnethee  any  word  ezpreaae, 
Bight  so  fare  I,  and  therfor  I  yow  pr^e, 
Gydeth  my  song  that  I  ahal  of  yow  seye. 

Here  blginneth  the  Prloreaaes  Tale. 

Ther  was  in  Asie,  in  a  greet  citee, 
Amongea  Cristen  folk,  a  Jewerye, 
Sustened  by  a  lord  of  that  contree      1680 
For  foule  nsnre  and  lucre  of  vilanye^ 
Hateftd  to  Grist  and  to  hia  oompanye ; 
And  thnrgh  the  strete  men  mighte  ryde 
or  wende,  (41) 

F6r  it  was  free,  and  open  at  either  ende. 

A  litel  scole  of  Cristen  folk  ther  stood 
Donn  at  the  ferther  ende,  in  which  ther 

were  1686 

Children  an  heep,  y-comen  of  Cristen 

blood. 
That  lemed  in  that  scole  yeer  by  yere 
Swich  manor  doctrine  as  men  need  there. 
This  is  to  seyn,  to  singen  and  to  rede,  1690 
As  T"'*^**  children  doon  in  hir  childhede. 

Among  thiae  children  waa  a  widwes  sone, 
A  litel  clezgeon,  seven  yeer  of  age,        (51) 
That  day  by  day  to  scole  waa  his  wone, 
And  eek  also,  wher-as  he  sangh  th'image 
Of  Cristes  moder,  hadde  he  in  usage. 
As  him  was  taught,  to  knele  adonn  and 

seye 
His  Ave  Marie^  as  he  goth  by  the  weye. 

Thus  hath  this  widwe  hir  litel  sone  y- 

taught 
Onr  blisfU  lady,  Cristes  moder  dere,  1700 
To  worshipe  ay,  and  he  forgat  it  naught, 


For  sely  child  wol  alday  sone  lere ;  (60) 
But  ay,  whan  I  remembre  on  this  matere, 
Seint  Nicholas  stant  ever  in  my  presence. 
For  he  so  yong  to  Crist  did  reverence.  1705 

This  litel  child,  his  litel  book  leminge, 
As  he  sat  in  the  scole  at  his  piymer. 
He  Alma  redempioria  herde  singe. 
As  children  lemed  hir  antiphoner ; 
And,  as  he  dorste,  he  drongh  him  ner  and 
ner,  1710 

And  herkned  ay  the  wordes  and  the  note, 
TU  he  the  flrste  vers  conde  al  by  rote.  (70) 

Noght  wiste  he  what  this  Latin  waa  to 
seye. 

For  he  so  yong  and  tendre  was  of  age ; 

Bat  on  a  day  his  felaw  gan  he  preye  1715 

Texponnden  him  this  song  in  his  langage. 

Or  telle  him  why  this  song  was  in  nsage ; 

This  pr^de  he  him  to  constnie  and  de- 
clare 

Fol  ofte  tyme  npon  his  knowes  bare. 

His  felaw,  which  that  elder  was  than  he, 
Answerde  him  thus :  *  this  song,  I  have 

herd  seye. 
Was  maked  of  onr  blisfol  lady  free,     (80) 
Hir  to  salue,  and  eek  hir  for  to  preye 
To  been  our  help  and  soconr  whan  we 

deye.  1734 

I  can  no  more  eicponnde  in  this  matere ; 
I  leme  song,  I  can  but  smal  grammere.* 

^  And  is  this  song  maked  in  reverence 
Of  Cristes  moder  ? '  seyde  this  innocent ; 
*  Now  certes,  I  wol  do  my  diligence     17^9 
To  conne  it  al,  er  Cristemasse  is  went ; 
Though  that  I  for  my  prymer  shal  be 

shent, 
And  shal  be  beten  thryfis  in  an  houre,  (90) 
I  wol  it  conne,  our  lady  for  to  honoure.' 

His  felaw  toughte  him  homward  prively. 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  he  ooude  it  by  rote. 
And  than  he  song  it  wel  and  boldely 
Fro  word  to  word,  acording  with  the  note ; 
Twyes  a  day  it  passed  thurgh  his  throte. 
To  sooleward  and  homward  whan  he 
wente ;  1739 

On  Cristes  moder  set  was  his  entente. 
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As  I  have  aeyd,  thnrgh-out  the  Jewerye 
This  litel  child,  as  he  cam  to  and  fro,  (loo) 
Fal  merily  than  wolde  he  singe,  and  orye 

0  Alma  redetnptoris  eveivmo. 

The  Bwetnes  hath  his  herte  perced  so  1745 
Of  Cristas  moder,  that,  to  hir  to  preye, 
He  can  nat  stinte  of  singing  hy  the  weye. 

Our  firste  fo,  the  serpent  Sathanas, 
That  hath  in  Jewes  herte  his  waapes  nest, 
Up  swal,  and  seide,   'O  Hebraik  peple, 
alias!  1750 

Is  this  to  yow  a  thing  that  is  honest, 
That  swich  a  boy  shal  walken  as  him  lest 
In  your  despyt,  and  singe  of  swich  sen- 
tence, (hi) 
Which  is  agayn  your  lawes  reverence  ? ' 

Fro  thennes  forth  the  Jewes  han  oon- 
spyred  1755 

This  innocent  ont  of  this  world  to  chaoe ; 

An  homicyde  ther-to  han  they  hyred, 

That  in  an  aley  hadde  a  privee  place ; 

And  as  the  child  gan  for-by  for  to  pace, 

This  cursed  Jew  him  hente  and  heeld 
him  faste,  1760 

And  kitte  his  throte,  and  in  a  pit  him 
caste. 

1  seye  that  in  a  wardrobe  they  him  threwe 
Wher-as  these  Jewes  porgen  hir  entraille. 
O  cursed  folk  of  Herodes  al  newe,  (laa) 
What  may  your  yrel  entente  yow  araille  ? 
Hordre  wol  out,  certein,  it  wol  nat  faille, 
And  namely  ther  th'onour  of  god  shal 

sprede. 
The  blood  out  ciyeth  on  your  cursed  ded& 

*  O  martir.  Bonded  to  virginitee,  1769 

Now  maystou  singen,  folwing  ever  in  oon 
The  whyte  lamb  celestial,*  quod  she, 
'  Of  which  the  grete  evangelist,  seint  John, 
In  Plathmos  wroot,  which  seith  that  they 

that  goon  (131) 

Bifom  this  lamb,  and  singe  a  song  al  newe, 
That  never,  fleshly,  wommen  they  ne 

knewe.'  •  1775 

This  povre  widwe  awalteth  al  that  night 
After  hir  litel  chililt  but  he  ccun  noght ; 
for  which,  as  sone  as  it  was  di^yes  light, 


With  face  pale  of  drede  and  bisy  thogfat, 
She  hath  at  soole  andelles-wher  himsoght, 
Til  finally  she  gan  so  fer  eqpye  178 1 

That  he  last  seyn  was  in  the  Jewerye.  (140) 

With  modres  pitee  in  hir  brest  enclosed. 
She  gooth,  as  she  were  half  out  of  hir 

minde. 
To  every  place  wher  she  hath  supposed 
By  lyklihede  hir  litel  child  to  finde ;  1786 
And  ever  on  Gristes  moder  make  and 

kinde 
She  cryde,  and  atte  lastethusshe  wroghte. 
Among  the  cursed  Jewes  she  him  soghte. 

She  firayneth  and  she  preyeth  pitously 
To  every  Jew  that  dwelte  in  thilke  place. 
To  telle  hir,  if  liir  child  wente  oght  for-by. 
They  seyde, '  nay ' ;  but  Jesu,  of  his  grace, 
Yaf  in  hir  thought,  in  with  a  litel  space. 
That  in  that  place  after  hir  sone  she  cxyde, 
Wher  he  was  casten  in  a  pit  biqrde.    1796 

O  grete  god,  that  parfoumest  thy  lande 
By  mouth  of  innocents,  lo  heer  thy  might ! 
This  gemme  of  chastitea,  this  emerauda, 
And  eek  of  martirdom  the  ruby  bright, 
Ther  he  with  throte  ycorvan  lay  upright. 
He  *  Alma  rtdempUnris*  gan  to  singe  (160) 
So  londe,  that  al  the  place  gan  to  ringe. 

The  Cristen  folk,  that  thurgh  the  strete 
wente,  181x4. 

In  coomen,  for  to  wondre  up-on  this  thing, 
And  hastily  they  for  the  provost  sente ; 
He  cam  anon  with-outen  tarying, 
And  herieth  Crist  that  is  of  heven  king*. 
And  eek  his  moder,  honour  of  mankinde, 
And  after  that,  the  Jewes  leet  he  binde. 

This  child  with  pitons  lamentaoioun  181 1 
Up-taken  was,  winging  his  song  alway ; 
And  with  honour  of  greet  processionn. 
They  oarien  him  un-to  the  nerta  abbay. 
His  moder  swowning  by  the  here  lay ; 
Unnethe  might  tiie  peple  that  was  there 
This  nawe  Baohel  bringe  fto  his  bara 

With  torment  and  with  shamftd  deth 
echon  (176) 

This  provost  dooth  thise  Jewes  for  to 
sterva  1819 
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That  of  this  moidre  wiste>  and  that  anon ; 
He  nolde  no  swich  cursednesBe  observe. 
Yvel  shal  have,  that  yvel  wol  deserve. 
Therfor  with  wllde  hors  he  dide  hem 
drawe,  (r8i) 

And  after  that  he  heng  hem  ^  the  lawe. 

Up-on  his  here  ay  lyth  this  innocent  1825 
Biforn  the  chief  anter,  whyl  masse  laste, 
And  after  that,  the  abbot  with  his  oovent 
Han  sped  hem  for  to  hnrien  him  fol  iaste ; 
And    whan    th«y  holjr  water    on    him 

caste. 
Yet  spok  this  child,  whan  spreynd  was 

holy  water,  1830 

And  Bong-^*^  O  Alma  redempUmi  mater  T 

This  abbot,  which  that  was  an  holy  man 
As  monkes  been,  or  elles  ogrhten  be,  (191) 
This  yonge  child  to  conjnre  he  bigan, 
And  seyde,  *  o  dere  child,  I  halse  thee, 
In  vertn  of  the  holy  Trinitee,  1856 

Tel  me  what  is  thy  cause  for  to  singe, 
Sith  that  thy  throte  is  cut,  to  my  sem- 
inge?' 

*  My  throte  is  cnt  un-to  my  nekke-boon,' 
Seyde  this  child,  *  and,  as  by  wey  of  kinde, 
I  sholde  have  deyed,  ye,  longe  tyme  agoon. 
But  Jesa  Crist,  as  ye  in  bokes  finde,  (aoo) 
Wil  that  his  glorie  Iaste  and  be  in  minde ; 
And,  for  the  worship  of  his  moder  dere. 
Yet  may  I  singe  "  0  Alma "  londe  and 
dere.  1845 

This  welle  of  mercy,  Cristes  moder  swete, 
I  lovede  alwey,  as  after  my  oonninge ; 
And  whan  that  I  my  lyf  sholde  forlete. 
To  me  she  cam,  and  bad  me  for  to  singe 
This  untem  yemuly  in  my  d^nge,    1850 


As  ye  han  herd,  and,  whan  that  I  had 

■onge, 
Me  thonghte,  she  leyde  a  greyn  np-on  my 

tonge.  (aiu) 

Wherfor  I  singe,  and  singe  I  moot  oerte^ 
In  honour  of  that  blisfnl  mayden  free, 
Til  fro  my  tonge  of-taken  is  the  greyn ; 
And  afterward  thus  seyde  she  to  me, 
**  My  litel  child,  now  wol  I  fecohe  thee 
Whan  that  the  greyn  is  f^  thy  tonge 
y-take;  1858 

Be  nat  agast,  I  wol  thee  nat  forsake." ' 

This  holy  monk,  this  abbot,  him  mene  I, 
Him  tonge  out-canghte,  and  took  a-wey 

the  greyn. 
And  he  yaf  up  the  goost  ful  sofbely.  (220) 
And  whan  this  abbot  had  this  wonder 

seyn, 
His  salte  teres  trikled  dotm  as  reyn,  1864 
And  gmf  he  fil  al  plat  np-on  the  groundei 
And  stille  he  lay  as  he  had  been  y-bonnde. 

The  oovent  eek  lay  on  the  pavement 
Weping,  and  herien  Cristes  moder  dere, 
And  after  that  they  xyse,  and  forth  ben 
went,  1869 

And  toke  awey  this  martir  fro  hia  here. 
And  in  a  tombe  of  marbul-stones  clere 
Endoeen  they  his  litel  body  swete  ;   (230) 
Ther  he  is  now,  god  leve  us  for  to  mete. 

O  yonge  Hugh  of  Lincoln,  slayn  also 
With  cursed  Jewes,  as  it  is  notable,    1S75 
For  it  nis  but  a  litel  whyle  ago ; 
Preye  eek  for  us,  we  sinful  folk  unstable, 
That,  of  his  mercy,  god  so  merciable 
On  us  hia  grete  mercy  multiplye,        (337) 
For  reverence  of  his  moder  Marye.  Amen. 


Here  is  ended  the  PrioreneB  Tale. 
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PROLOGUE  TO   SIR  THOPAS. 


Bihold  the  niiirye  wordes  of  the  Host  to  Chancer. 


Whav  seyd  was  al  this  s&ixaole,  every  man 
As  Bobre  was,  that  wonder  was  to  see, 
Til  that  onr  hoste  japen  tho  bigan, 
And  than  at  erst  he  loked  up-on  me, 
And  seyde  thus, '  what  man  artow  ? '  qnod 

he ;  1885 

'Thoa  lokest  as  thon  woldest  finde  an 

hare, 
For  ever  np-on  the  gronnd  I  see  thee  stare. 

Approche  neer,  and  loke  np  merily. 
Now  war  yow,  sirs,  and  lat  this  man  have 

place; 
He  in  the  waast  is  shape  as  wel  as  I ;  1890 
This  were  a  popet  in  an  arm  t'enbrace  (11) 


For  any  womman,  smal  and  fiur  of  &oe. 
He  semeth  elvish  hy  his  oontenannoe, 
For  nn-to  no  wight  dooth  he  daliannoe. 

Sey  now  somwhat,  sin  other  folk  han 
Bsyd;  189s 

Td  ns  a  tale  of  mirthe,  and  that  anoon ; ' — 
*  Hoete,*  qnod  I,  *  ne  beth  nat  yvel  ajiayd. 
For  other  tale  oertes  can  I  noon, 
Bnt  of  a  ryme  I  lemed  longe  agoon.* 
*Ye,  that  is  good,'  qnod  he;  *now  shnl 
we  here  1900 

Som  d^yntee  thing,  me  thinketh  by  lus 
chere.'  (31) 

ExpliciL 


SIR  THOPAS. 


Here  blglnneth  Chancers  Tale  of  Thopas. 


Lisms,  lordes,  in  good  entent, 
And  I  wol  telle  verrayment 

Of  mirthe  and  of  solas ; 
Al  of  a  knyght  was  tair  and  gent 
In  bataille  and  in  toumeyment. 

His  name  was  sir  Thopas. 

Y-bom  he  was  in  fer  oontree, 
In  Flanndres,  al  biyonde  the  see. 

At  Popering,  in  the  place ; 
His  Alder  was  a  man  fol  free. 
And  lord  he  was  of  that  oontree. 

As  it  was  goddes  grace. 

Sir  Thopas  wex  a  doghty  swayn, 
Whyt  was  his  face  as  payndemayn,    1915 
His  lippes  rede  as  rose ; 


I9P5 


1910 

(10) 


His  rode  is  lyk  scarlet  in  gmyn. 
And  I  yow  telle  in  good  oertayn. 
He  hadde  a  semely  nose. 

His  heer,  his  herd  was  lyk  safifronn,    1930 
That  to  his  girdel  raoghte  adonn ;       (jo) 

His  shoon  of  Cordewane. 
Of  Bmgges  were  hia  hosen  broun. 
His  robe  was  of  ciclatonn, 

That  coste  many  a  jane.  1935 

He  conde  hnnte  at  wilde  deer, 
And  ryde  an  hanking  for  riveer, 

With  grey  goshank  on  honde ; 
Ther-to  he  was  a  good  archeer, 
Of  wrastling  was  ther  noon  his  peer,  1930 

Ther  any  ram  shal  stonde.  (30) 
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»935 


X940 
(40) 


J945 


Fol  many  a  xnayde,  bright  in  boor, 
The]^  moome  for  him,  paramour, 

Whan  hem  were  bet  to  slepe ; 
Bnt  he  was  chast  and  no  lechonr, 
And  sweet  as  is  the  bremble-flonr 

That  bereth  the  rede  hepe. 

And  so  bifel  np>on  a  day. 
For  sothe,  as  I  yow  telle  may, 

Sir  Thopas  wolde  out  ryde  ; 
He  worth  npon  his  stede  gray. 
And  in  his  honde  a  laoncegay, 

A  long  swerd  by  his  i^yde. 

He  priketh  thnrgh  a  flftir  forest, 
Ther-inne  is  many  a  wilde  best, 

Ye,  bothe  bnkke  and  hare ; 
And,  as  he  priketh  north  and  est, 
I  telle  it  yow,  him  hadde  almest 

Bitid  a  sory  oare.  1949 

Ther  springen  herbes  grete  and  smale. 
The  lycoiys  and  cetewdle,  (50) 

And  many  a  olowe-gilofjre ; 
And  notemnge  to  pntte  in  ale, 
Whether  it  be  moyste  or  stale. 

Or  for  to  leye  in  cofre.  1955 

The  briddes  singe,  it  is  no  nay, 
The  sparhaok  and  the  papejay, 

That  joye  it  was  to  here ; 
The  thmstelook  made  eek  his  lay, 
The  wodedowve  npon  the  spray  i960 

She  sang  fnl  loude  and  dere.  (60) 

Sir  Thopas  fil  in  love-longinge 

Al  whan  he  herde  the  thmstel  singe. 

And  priked  as  he  were  wood : 
His  fkire  stede  in  his  prikinge  1965 

So  swatte  that  men  mighte  him  wringe, 

His  ^ydes  were  al  blood. 

Sir  Thopas  eek  so  weiy  was 
For  prikinge  on  the  softe  gras, 

80  fiers  was  his  oorage,  1970 

That  donn  he  lesrde  him  in  that  plas   (70) 
To  make  his  stede  som  solas, 

And  yaf  him  good  forage. 


*  O  seinte  Marie,  ben'dte  ! 
What  eyleth  this  love  at  me 
To  binde  me  so  sore? 


»975 


Me  dremed  al  this  night,  pardee. 
An  elf-qneen  shal  my  lemman  be, 
And  slepe  under  my  gore. 

An  elf-qneen  wdI  I  love,  y-wis,  1980  • 

For  in  this  world  no  womman  is  (80) 

Worthy  to  be  my  make  [T.  1372^ 

In  tonne ;  [T.  13733 

Alle  othere  wommen  I  forsake,  [T.  13733 

And  to  an  elf-qneen  I  me  take  1985 

By  dale  and  eek  by  doone  t ' 

In-to  his  sadel  he  clamb  anoon. 
And  priketh  over  style  and  stoon 

An  elf-qneen  for  t*espye, 
Til  he  so  longe  had  riden  and  goon    1990 
That  he  fond,  in  a  privee  woon,  (90) 

The  contree  of  Faiiye  [T.  1373 1 

So  wilde ;  [T.  13734 

For  in  that  contree  was  ther  noon 
fThat  to  him  dorste  ryde  or  goon,      2995 

Neither  wyf  ne  ohilde. 

Til  that  ther  cam  a  greet  geannt, 
His  name  was  sir  Oli&nnt, 

A  perilous  man  of  dede ; 
He  seyde,  *  child,  by  Termagannt,       2000 
Bnt-if  thon  prike  ont  of  myn  hannt,  (loo) 

Anon  I  slee  thy  stede  [T.  13743 

With  mace.        [T.  13743 
Heer  is  the  qneen  of  FaySrye, 
With  harpe  and  pype  and  simphonye  2005 

Dwelling  in  this  place.' 

The  child  seyde,  *  al<eo  mote  I  thee, 
Tomorwe  wol  I  mete  thee 

Whan  I  have  myn  armonre ; 
And  yet  I  hope,  par  ma  fay^  soio 

That  thon  shalt  with  this  lanncegay  (no) 

Abyen  it  fhl  sonre ;  [T.  13752 

Thy  mawe  [T.  13753 

Shal  I  percen,  if  I  may, 
£r  it  be  fhlly  pryme  of  day,  3015 

For  heer  thon  shalt  be  slawe.* 

Sir  Thopas  drew  abak  ftd  faste ; 
This  geannt  at  him  stones  caste 

Ont  of  a  fel  staf-slinge ; 
Bnt  faire  escapeth  child  Thopas,         303o 
And  al  it  was  thnrgh  goddes  gras,      (130} 

And  thnrgh  his  ftax  beringe. 
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Yot  llsteth,  lordes,  to  my  tale 
Merier  than  tho  nightingale, 

For  now  I  wol  yow  ronne  2025 

How  sir  Thopafl  with  «ydes  smale, 
Priking  over  hil  and  dale, 

Is  come  agayn  to  tonne. 

His  merie  men  comanded  he 

To  make  him  bothe  game  and  glee,    ^030 

For  nedes  moste  he  flghte  (150) 

With  a  geaunt  with  hevedes  three, 
For  paramour  and  jolitee 

Of  oon  that  shoon  fnl  brighte. 

*  Bo  come,*  he  seyde,  *  my  minstralee,  2035 
And  gestonrs,  for  to  tellen  tales 

Anon  in  myn  arminge ; 
Of  romances  that  been  royales, 
Of  popes  and  of  cardinoles. 

And  eek  of  love-lykinge.'  2040 

They  fette  him  first  the  swete  wyn,   (140) 
And  mode  eek  in  a  maselyn, 

And  royal  spicerye 
Of  gingebreed  that  was  ful  fyn, 
And  lyoorys,  and  eek  oomyn,  2045 

With  sagre  that  is  so  tiye. 

He  dide  next  his  whyte  lore 
Of  clooth  of  lake  fyn  and  clere 

A  breech  and  eek  a  sherte ; 
And  next  his  sherte  an  aketonn, 
And  over  that  an  habergeoon 

For  percinge  of  his  herte ; 

And  over  that  a  fyn  haaberk, 
Was  al  y*wroght  of  Jewes  werk, 

Fnl  strong  it  was  of  plate ; 
And  over  that  his  oote-armonr 
As  whyt  as  is  a  lily-flonr, 

In  which  he  wol  debate. 

His  sheeld  was  al  of  gold  so  reed, 

And  ther-in  was  a  bores  heed,  3060 

A  charbode  bi^de ;  (160) 

And  there  he  swoor,  on  ale  and  breed, 
How  that '  the  geaunt  shal  be  deed, 

Bityde  what  bityde ! ' 


aoSD 

(»50) 


ao5S 


His  jambeux  were  of  qnirboilly, 
His  swerdcs  shethe  of  yvory, 
His  helm  of  laton  bright ; 


2065 


His  stulel  was  of  rewel-boon, 
His  brydel  as  the  Sonne  shoon, 
Or  as  the  mone  light  ajjtt 

His  spere  was  of  fyn  ciprees,  (170) 

That  bodeth  werre,  and  no-thing  pees, 

The  heed  fol  shajrpe  y-grounde ; 
His  stede  was  al  dappel-gray, 
It  gooth  an  ambel  in  the  way  3075 

Ful  soflely  and  rounde  [T.  13815 

In  londe.     [I.  13815 
Lo,  lordes  myne,  heer  is  a  fit  I 
If  ye  wol  any  more  of  it, 

To  telle  it  wol  I  fonde.  2080 


[The  Second  FtL] 

Now  hold  your  mouth,  par  charitee,   (180) 
Bothe  knight  and  lady  free, 

And  herkneth  to  my  spdlle ; 
Of  bataille  and  of  chivalry, 
And  of  lodyes  love-druzy  2085 

Anon  I  wol  yow  telle. 

Men  speke  of  romances  of  prys, 
Of  Horn  child  and  of  Ypotys, 

Of  Bevis  and  sir  Gy, 
Of  sir  Libeux  and  Fleyn-damour ;  .     a-xp 
But  sir  Thopas,  he  bereth  the  floor    (i9t») 

Of  royal  cavalry. 

His  gode  stedo  al  he  bistrood, 
And  forth  upon  his  wey  he  glood 

As  sparkle  out  of  the  bronde ;  S095 

Up-on  his  crest  he  bar  a  tour, 
And  ther-in  stiked  a  lily-flour, 

Qod  shilde  his  oors  fro  shonde ! 

And  for  he  was  a  knight  auntxous, 

He  nolde  slepen  in  non  hous,  2100 

But  liggen  in  his  hode ;  <  joo) 

His  brighte  helm  was  his  wonger, 
And  by  him  baiteth  his  dextrer 

Of  herbes  fyne  and  gode. 

Him-self  drank  water  of  the  wel,        2 105 
As  did  the  knight  sir  Percivel, 

So  worthy  under  wede, 
TU  on  a  day (J07) 


Hen  the  Host  stiateth  Chancer  of  his  Tale  of  Thopas. 
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PROLOGUE   TO    MELIBEUS. 


'No  more  of  this,  for  goddes  dignitee,' 
Quod  ovare  hoste,  *for  thou  makest  me  ai  10 
So  wery  of  thy  verray  lewednesse 
That,  alfio  wisly  gad  my  soole  blesse, 
Myn  cres  aken  of  thy  drasty  speche ; 
Now  swiche  a  rym  the  devel  I  biteche  I 
This  may  wel  be  lym  dogerel/  quod  he. 

'  Why  so? *  quod  I,  *  why  wiltow  lette  me 
More  of  my  tale  than  another  man, 
Sin  that  it  is  the  beste  rym  I  can  ? '     (10) 
^  'By  god,*  quod  he,   *for  pleynly,  at 

a  word, 
Thy  drasty  ryming  is  nat  worth  a  tord ; 
Thon  doost  nought  elles  but  despendest 

tyme,  aiai 

Sir,   at    o  word,  thou  shalt   no  lenger 

ryme. 
Lat  see  wher  thou  canst  tellen  aught  in 

gesto. 
Or  telle  in  prose  somwhat  at  the  leste 
In  which  ther  be  som  mirthe  or  som 

doctryne.*  2125 

'  aiadly,'  quod  I,  *by  goddes  swete  pyne, 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  Utel  thing  in  prose, 
That  oghte  lyken  yow,  as  I  suppose,    (ao) 
Or  elles,  certes,  ye  been  to  daungerous. 
It  is  a  moral  tale  yertuous,  2130 

A 1  be  it  told  som-tyme  in  sondry  wyse 
Of  sondiy  folk,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 


As  thus ;  ye  woot  that  every  evangelist, 
That  telleth  us  the  peyne  of  Jesu  Crist, 
Ne  saith  nat  al  thing  as  his  felaw  dooth, 
But  natheles,  hir  sentence  is  al  sooth,  2136 
And  alle  aoorden  as  In  hir  sentence, 
Al  be  ther  in  hir  telling  difference.      (30) 
For  somme  of  hem  seyn  more,  and  sommu 

lesse. 
Whan  they  his  pitous  passioun  expresse  ; 
I  mene  of  Mark  [and]  Mathew,  Luk  and 

John ;  214 1 

But  doutelees  hir  sentence  is  al  oon. 
Therfor,  lordinges  alle,  I  yow  biseche, 
If  that  ye  thinke  I  varie  as  in  my  speche, 
As  thus,  thogh  that  I  telle  som- what  more 
Of  proverbes,  than  ye  han  herd  bifore. 
Comprehended  in  this  litel  tretis  here, 
To  enforce  with  the  th'effect  of  my  matere, 
And  thogh  I  nat  the  same  wordes  seye  (41) 
As  ye  han  herd,  yet  to  yow  alle  I  preye, 
Blameth  me  nat ;  for,  as  in  my  sentence, 
Ye  shul  not  fynden  moche  difference 
Fro  the  sentence  of  this  tretis  lyte 
After  the  which  this  mery  tale  I  wryte. 
And  therfor  herkneth  what  that  I  shal 

seye,  2155 

And  lat  me  tellen  al  my  tale,  I  preye.'  (48) 

ExplicU, 


THE   TALE    OF   MELIBEUS. 

Here  blginneth  Chancers  Tale  of  Melibee. 


§  1.  A  yong  man  called  ICelibeua, 
mighty  and  riche,  bigat  up-on  his  wyf 
that  called  was  Prudence,  a  doghter 
which  that  called  was  Sophie./ 

§  2.  Upon  a  day  bifel,  that  he  for  his 
detfport  is  went  in-to  the  feeldes  him  to 
pleye.  /    His  wyf  and  eek  his  doghter 


hath  he  left  inwith  his  hons,  of  which  the 
dores  weren  &at  y-shette.  /  Three  of  his 
olde  foos  han  it  espyed,  and  setten  laddres 
to  the  walles  of  his  hous,  and  by  the 
windowea  been  entred,  /  and  betten  his  a  160 
wyf,  and  wounded  his  doghter  with  fyvQ 
mortal  woundefl  in  fyve  sondxy  places  ;  / 
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this  is  to  seyn,  in  hir  feet,  in  hir  handes, 
in  hir  eras,  in  hir  noee,  and  in  hir  month ; 
and  leften  hir  for  deed,  and  wenten 
awey.  / 

§  8.  Whan  MelibeoB  retonmed  waa  in- 
to hia  hona,  and  sang^h  al  this  meechiefi 
he,  lyk  a  mad  man,  rendinge  his  clothes, 
gan  to  wepe  and  ciye.  / 

§  4.  Pmdence  his  ivyf,  as  ferforth  as 
she  dorste,  bisoghte  him  of  his  weping  for 
to  stinte ;  /  hnt  nat  for-thy  he  gan  to 

2165  crye  and  wepon  ever  lenger  the  more.  / 
§  5.  This  noble  wyf  Pmdence  remem- 
bered hir  upon  the  sentence  of  Ovide,  in 
his  book  that  oleped  is  The  Bemedie  of 
Love,  wher-as  he  seith ;  /  *  he  is  a  fool 
that  destonrbeth  the  moder  to  wepen  in 
the  deeth  of  hir  child,  til  she  have  wept 
hir  fiUe,  as  for  a  certein  tyme ;  /  and 
thanne  shal  man  doon  his  diligence  with 
amiable  wordes  hir  to  reconforte,  and 
preyen  hir  of  hir  weping  for  to  stinte.'  / 
For  which  reflonn  this  noble  wyf  Prudenoe 
snlfred  hir  honsbond  for  to  wepe  and  orye 
as  for  a  certein  space ;  /  and  whan  she 
sangh  hir  tyme,  she  seyde  him  in  this 
wyse.     '  Alias,  my  lord,'  qnod  she,  *  why 

3170  make  ye  yonr-self  for  to  be  lyk  a  fool?  / 
For  sothe,  it  aperteneth  nat  to  a  wys 
man,  to  maken  swiohe  a  sorwe.  /  Tour 
ilogliter,  with  the  grace  of  god,  shal 
warisshe  and  escape.  /  And  al  were  it  so 
that  she  right  now  were  deed,  ye  ne  (^hte 
nat  as  for  hir  deeth  yonr-self  to  destroye./ 
Senek  seith  :  "  the  wise  man  shal  nat 
take  to  greet  disconfort  for  the  deeth  of 
Ills  children,  /  bnt  certes  he  sholde  snfEren 
it  in  pacience,  as  wel  as  he  abydeth  the 

2175  deeth  of  his  owene  propre  persone." '  / 

§  6.  This  ICelibens  answerde  anon  and 
seyde,  'What  man,'  qnod  he,  'sholde  of 
his  weping  stinte,  that  hath  so  greet 
a  caase  for  to  wepe?/  Jesn  Crist,  onr 
lord,  him-self  wepte  for  the  deeth  of 
Lazarus  his  f reend. '/  Pmdence  answerde, 
'  Certes,  wel  I  woot,  attempree  weping  is 
no-thing  defended  to  him  that  sorwefiil 
is,  amonges  folk  in  sorwe,  bat  it  is  rather 
grannted  him  to  wepe.  /  The  Apostle 
Paul  nn-to  the  Bomayns  wzyteth,  "  man 
shal  rejoyse  with  hem  that  maken  joye, 


and  wepen  with  swich  folk  as  wepen."  / 
Bnt  thogh  attempree  weping  be  y- 
grannted,  ontrageons  weping  certes  is 
defended.  /  Mesnre  of  weping  sholde  be  jifo 
considered,  after  the  lore  that  techeth  ns 
Senek.  /  "Whan  that  thy  freend  is 
deed,**  qnod  he,  "  lat  nat  thyne  eyen  to 
moyste  been  of  teres,  ne  to  mnche  diye ; 
althogh  the  teres  come,  to  thyne  eyen,  lat 
hem  nat  falle."  /  And  whan  thon  hast 
for-goon  thy  fireend,  do  diligence  to  gete 
another  freend  ;  and  this  is  more  wysdom 
than  for  to  wepe  for  thy  freend  which 
that  thou  hast  lorn ;  for  ther-inne  is  no 
bote.  /  And  therfore,  if  ye  goveme  yow 
by  sapience,  put  awey  sorwe  out  of  yonr 
herte./  Bemembre  yow  that  Jesos  Syrak 
seith  :  "  a  man  that  is  joyons  and  glad  in 
herte,  it  him  conserveth  fiorisshing  in  his 
age ;  but  soothly  sorweful  herte  maketh 
his  bones  dzye.'*  /  He  seith  eek  thus :  ^i^ 
"that  sorwe  in  herte  sleet h  fnl  many 
a  man."  /  Salomon  seith  :  "that,  right 
as  motthes  in  the  shepes  flees  anoyeth  to 
the  clothes,  and  the  smale  wormee  to  the 
tree,  right  so  anoyeth  sorwe  to  the 
herte."  /  Wherfore  ns  oghte,  as  wel  in 
the  deeth  of  our  children  as  in  the  losse 
of  our  goodes  temporels,  have  pacience.  / 

§  7.  Bemembre  yow  np-on  the  paeient 
Job,  whan  he  hadde  lost  his  children  and 
his  temporel  substance,  and  in  his  body 
endured  and  receyved  ful  many  a  grevous 
tribulacioun  ;  yet  seyde  he  thus :  /  "  our 
lord  hath  yeven  it  me,  onr  lord  hath 
birafb  it  me  ;  right  as  our  lord  hath  wold, 
right  so  it  is  doon ;  blessed  be  the  name 
of  our  lord." '  /  To  thiso  foreseide  thinges  2190 
answerde  Melibeus  nn-to  his  wyf  Pm- 
dence :  '  Alle  thy  wordes,*  quod  he,  *been 
sothe,  and  ther-to  profitable ;  bnt  trewely 
myn  herte  is  troubled  with  this  sorwe  so 
grevously,  that  I  noot  what  to  <fone.'/ 
'  Lat  cfidle,'  qnod  Prudence,  '  thy  trewe 
fVeendes  alle,  and  thy  linage  whiche  that 
been  wyse;  telleth  your  cas,  and  herkneth 
what  they  seye  in  oonseUing,  and  yow 
goveme  after  hir  sentence.  /  Salomon 
seith  :  "  werk  alle  thy  thinges  hy  conaeil, 
and  thou  shalt  never  repente."  *  / 

§  a  Thanne,  by  the  conseil  of  his  wyf 
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Pmdence,  this  Melibefos  leet  callen  a  greet 
oongregacionn  of  folk;  /  as  snxgiens, 
phisioiens,  olde  folk  and  yonge,  and 
soimne  of  biae  olde  enemjs  reconsiled  as 
1^  hir  semblaunt  to  his  love  and  in-to  bis 

31915  grace;  /and  tber>with-al  tber  oomen 
somme  of  biae  neigbebores  that  dlden 
him  Teverence  more  for  drede  than  for 
love,  as  it  happeth  ofte.  /  Ther  eomen 
also  All  many  subtile  flatereres,  and  iivyge 
advocate  lemed  in  the  lawe.  / 

§  9.  And  vhan  this  folk  togidre  as- 
sembled weren,  this  Melibens  in  sorweiVxl 
wyse  shewed  hem  his  cas ;  /  and  by  the 
manere  of  his  speohe  it  semed  that  in 
herte  be  bar  a  omel  ire,  redy  to  doon 
vengeannce  np-on  bise  foos,  and  sod^ynly 
desired  that  the  -werre  sholde  biginne ;  / 
bat  natbelees  yet  axed  he  hir  oonseil  npon 

^2uo  this  matere.  /  A  snrgien,  by  licence  and 
assent  of  swiche  as  weren  -wyse,  np  roos 
and  nn-to  MeUbens  seiyde  as  ye  may 
here.  / 

§  10.  *  Sir,*  qnod  be,  *  as  to  ns  snrgions 
aperteneth,  that  -we  do  to  every  wight  the 
beste  that  we  can,  wher-as  we  been  with- 
holde,  and  to  our  paoients  that  we  do  no 
damage;  /  wherfore  it  happeth,  many 
tyme  and  ofte,  that  whan  twey  men  ban 
orerioh  wounded  other,  oon  same  surgien 
heleth  hem  bothe ;  /  wherefore  un-to  our 
art  it  is  nat  pertinent  to  norice  werre,  ne 
parties  to  supporte.  /  But  certes,  as  to 
the  wariashinge  of  your-  doghter,  al-be-it 
so  that  she  perilously  be  wounded,  we 
shuUen  do  so  ententif  bisinesse  firo  day 
to  night,  that  with  the  grace  of  god  she 
shal  be  hool  and  sound  as  sons  as  is 

2XiS  possible.'  /  Almost  right  in  the  same 
wyse  the  phisiciena  answerden,  save  that 
they  SQyden  a  fewe  wordes  more  t  / '  That, 
right  as  maladyes  been  cured  by  hir 
ocmtraries,  right  bo  abul  men  warisabe 
-werre  Vy  vengeaunce.'/  His  neigbebores, 
ful  of  envye,  his  feyned  freendes  that 
semeden  reconsiled,  and  his  flatererea,  / 
maden  aemblant  of  weping,  and  em- 
peireden  and  agreggeden  muohel  of  thia 
matere,  in  preising  greetly  Mellbee  of 
might,  of  power,  of  richesae,  and  of 
freendes,  despysinge  the  power  of  bia 


adversariea,  /  and  aeiden  outrely  that  he 
anon  aholde  wreken  him  on  his  foos  and 
biginne  werre.  /  2310 

§  II.  Up  roos  thanne  an  advooat  that 
was  wys,  by  l«^e  And  by  oonaeil  of  othere 
that  were  wyse,  and  aeyde :  /  ^  Lordinges, 
the  nede  for  which  we  been  assembled  in 
this  place  is  a  Ail  bevy  thing  and  an 
heigh  matere,  /  by-cause  of  the  wrong 
and  of  the  wikkednease  that  hath  be 
doon,  and  eek  by  resoun  of  the  grete 
damages  that  in  tyme  oominge  been 
IHMalble  to  fiUlen  for  thia  aame  oauae ;  / 
and  eek  by  reaoun  of  the  grete  richesae 
and  power  of  the  parties  bothe ;  /  for  the 
whiche  reaouns  it  were  a  fbl  greet  peril 
to  erren  in  this  matere.  /  Wherfore,  221$ 
Melibeus,  this  is  our  sentence :  we  con- 
seille  yow  aboven  alio  thing,  that  right 
anon  thou  do  thy  diligence  in  kepinge  of 
thy  propre  persons,  in  swich  a  wyse  that 
thou  ne  wante  noon  espye  newacche,  thy 
body  for  to  aave.  /  And  after  that  we 
conaeille,  that  in  thyn  bona  thou  aette 
sufflsant  gamisoun,  so  that  they  may  as 
wel  thy  body  as  thyn  hous  defende.  / 
But  certes,  for  to  moeve  werre,  or  so- 
deynly  for  to  doon  vengeaunoe,  we  may 
nat  demon  in  ao  litel  tyme  that  it  were 
profitable.  /  Wherfore  we  azen  leyaer 
and  espace  to  have  deliberaoioun  in  thia 
caatodeme./  For  the  commune  proverbe 
aeith  thua :  "  he  that  aone  demeth,  aone  ' 
ahal  repente.'*  /  And  eek  men  aeyn  that  a^ao 
thilke  juge  is  wys,  that  aone  under^ 
stondeth  a  matere  and  juggeth  by  leyaer.  / 
For  al-be-it  ao  that  alle  tarying  be 
anoyAil,  algatea  it  is  nat  to  repreve  in 
yevinge  of  jugement,  ne  in  vengeance- 
taking,  whan  it  is  sufflsant  and  reson- 
able.  /  And  that  abewed  our  lord  Jean 
Crist  by  ensample;  for  whan  that  the 
womman  that  was  taken  in  avontrie  was 
broght  in  bis  presence,  to  knowen  what 
sholde  be  doon  with  hir  peraone,  al-be-it 
so  that  he  wiste  wel  bim-aelf  what  that 
he  wolde  answere,  yet  ne  wolde  he  nat 
answere  sodeynly,  but  he  wolde  have 
deliberaoionn,  and  in  the  ground  he 
wroot  twyes.  /  And  by  thise  causes  we 
azen  delibemoioun,  and  we  shal  thanne, 
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by  the  grace  of  god,  oonseille  thee  thing 
that  shal  be  profitable.'/ 

§  12.  Up  stirten  thaxme  the  yonge  folk 
at-ones,  and  the  moste  jMurtie  of  that 
oompanye  han  soomed  the  olde  wyse 
men,  and  bigonnen  to  make  noyse,  and 

3335  seyden  :  that,  /  right  so  aa  whyl  that  iren 
is  hoot,  men  sholden  smyte,  right  so,  men 
sholde  wreken  hir  wronges  whyle  that 
they  been  fresshe  and  newe;  and  wibi 
loud  voys  they  cryden,  *  werre !  werre !  */ 
Up  roos  tho  oon  of  thlse  olde  wyse,  and 
with  his  hand  made  oontenannoe  that 
men  sholde  holden  hem  stUle  and  yeven 
him  audience.  /  *  Lordinges,'  qnod  he, 
*ther  is  fol  many  a  man  that  cryeth 
"werre!  werre!"  that woot ftillitel what 
werre  amoonteth.  /  Werre  at  his  bi- 
ginning  hath  so  greet  an  entree  and  so 
large,  that  every  wight  may  entre  whan 
him  lyketh,  and  lightly  finde  werre.  / 
Bat,  certes,  what  ende  that  shal  ther-of 

3350  bifalle,  it  is  nat  light  to  knowe.  /  For 
sothly,  whan  that  werre  is  ones  bigonne, 
ther  is  ful  many  a  child  nnbom  of  his 
moder,  that  shal  sterve  yong  by-canse  of 
that  ilke  werre,  or  elles  live  in  sorwe  and 
dye  in  wrecohednosse.  /  And  therefore, 
er  that  any  werre  biginne,  men  moste 
have  greet  conseil  and  greet  delibera- 
cionn.  Y  And  whan  this  olde  man  wende 
to  enforcen  his  tale  by  resons,  wel  ny 
*  aUe  at-ones  bigonne  they  to  ryse  for  to 
breken  his  tale,  and  beden  him  ftd  ofte 
his  wordes  for  to  abregge.  /  Eor  soothly, 
he  that  preoheth  to  hem  that  listen  nat 
heron  his  wordes,  his  sermon  hem 
anoyeth.  /  For  Jeans  Sjrrak  seith  :  that 
'  mnsik  in  wepinge  is  anoyons  thing ' ; 
this  is  to  se3ni:  as  mnche  availleth 
to  speken  bifore  folk  to  whiche  his 
speche     anoyeth,     as    dooth    to    singe 

2235  bifom  him  that  wepeth.  /  And  whan 
this  wyse  man  sangh  that  him  wanted 
andience,  al  shamefast  he  sette  him  donn 
agayn.  /  For  Salomon  seith :  *  ther-as 
thou  ne  mayst  have  noon  audience, 
enforce  thee  nat  to  speke.'/  '  I  see  wel,' 
qnod  this  wyse  man,  *  that  the  commune 
proverbe  is  sooth;  that  "good  conseil 
wanteth  whan  it  is  most  nade." '/ 


§  18.  Yet  hadde  this  MeUbeus  in  his 
conseil  many  folk,  that  prively  in  his  ere 
conseilled  him  certeyn  thing,  and  oon« 
seilled  him  the  oontrarie  in  general 
audience.  / 

Whan  MeUbeus  hadde  herd  thai  the 
gretteste  partie  of  his  conseil  weren 
accorded  that  he  sholde  maken  werre, 
anoon  he  consented  to  hir  oonsexlling, 
and  fully  afiEermed  hir  sentence.  /  Thanne  ^K 
dame  Prudence,  whan  that  she  sangh  how 
that  hir  honsbonde  shoop  him  for  to 
wreken  him  on  his  foos,  and  to  biginne 
werre,  she  in  ful  humble  wyse,  when  she 
saugh  hir  tyme,  seide  him  thise  wordes :/ 

*  My  lord,'  quod  she,  *  I  yow  biseche  as 
hertely  as  I  dar  and  can,  ne  haste  yow 
nat  to  faste,  and  for  alle  guerdons  as 
yeveth  me  audience^  /  For  Piers  Alfonce 
seith  :  "  who-so  that  dooth  to  that  other 
good  or  harm,  haste  thee  nat  to  quyten 
it ;  for  in  this  wyse  thy  freend  wol  abyde, 
and  thyn  enemy  shal  the  longer  live  in 
dreda"  /  The  proverbe  seith :  "  he  hasteth 
wel  that  wysely  can  absrdo**;  and  in 
wikked  hi^te  is  no  profit.'/ 

§  14.  This  Melibee  answerde  un-to  his 
wyf  Prudence :  *  I  purpose  nat,'  qnod  he, 

*  to  werke  by  thy  oonseil,  for  many  causes 
and  resouns.  For  certes  every  wight 
wolde  holde  me  thanne  a  fool ;  /  this  is  2245 
to  seyn,  if  I,  for  thy  conseiUing,  wolde 
chaungen  thinges  that  been  ordeyned 
and  affermed  by  so  manye  wyse.  / 
Secoundly  I  seye,  that  alle  wommen  been 
wikke  and  noon  good  of  hem  alle.  For 
^^of  a  thousand  men,"  seith  Salomon, 

"  I  fond  a  good  man  :  but  certes,  of  alle 
wommen,  good  womman  fond  I  never."/ 
And  also  certes,  if  I  governed  me  by  thy 
conseil,  it  sholde  seme  that  I  hadde  yeve 
to  thee  over  me  the  maistrie ;  and  god 
forbede  that  it  so  were.  /  For  Josus 
Syrak  seith;  "that  if  the  wyf  have 
maistrie,  she  is  oontrarions  to  hir  hons- 
bonde." /  And  Salomon  seith  :  "  never 
in  thy  lyf,  to  thy  wyf,  ne  to  thy  child,  ne 
to  thy  fVeend,  ne  yeve  no  power  over  thy- 
self For  bettre  it  were  that  thy  children 
aske  of  thy  persons  thinges  that  hem 
nedeth,  than  thou  see  thy-self  in  the 
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»a5o  handes  of  thy  ohildren."/  And  also,  if 
I  wolde  werke  by  thy  oonseilling,  certes 
my  ooTweilliTig  moete  00m  tjone  be  seoree, 
til  it  were  tyxne  that  it  moete  be  knowe ; 
and  this  ne  may  noght  be.  /  [fFor  it  is 
writen,  that  "  the  janglezie  of  wommen 
eajk  hyden  thinges  that  they  iviten 
noght."  /  Furthermore,  the  philosophre 
eeith,  "  in  wikked  oonaeil  wommen  ven- 
qniflshe  men  " ;  and  for  thise  reeonns  I  ne 
ow  nat  naen  thy  oonseiL*]/ 

§  16.  Whanno  dame  Pradence,  Ail 
debonairly  and  with  greet  padence, 
hadde  herd  al  that  hir  honsbonde  lyked 
for  to  eeye,  thanne  axed  she  of  him 
licence  for  to  speke,  and  eeyde  in  this 
wyse.  /  '  My  lord,*  qnod  she,  '  as  to  your 
fixste  resonn,  oertes  it  may  lightly  been 
anawered.  For  I  seye^  that  it  is  no  folie 
to  channge  conseil  whan  the  thing  is 
chaimged ;    or   elles   whan    the   thing 

22S5  semeth  otherweyes  than  it  was  bifom.  / 
And  moreover  I  seye,  that  though  ye  han 
■worn  and  bihight  to  perfoome  yoor 
emprise,  and  natiielees  ye  weyve  to  per^ 
foome  thilke  same  emprise  by  jnste 
cause,  men  sholde  nat  seyn  therefore  that 
ye  were  a  Iyer  ne  forsworn.  /  For  the 
book  seith,  that  "  the  wyse  man  maketh 
no  lesing  whan  he  tumeth  his  oorage  to 
the  bettre."  /  And  al-be-it  so  that  your 
emprise  be  estabUssed  and  ordesmed  by 
greet  multitude  of  folk,  yet  thar  ye  nat 
accomplice  thilke  same  ordinaunce  but 
yow  lyka  /  For  the  trouthe  of  thinges 
and  the  profit  been  rather  founden  in 
fewe  folk  that  been  wyse  and  ful  of 
reeoun,  than  by  greet  multitude  of  folk, 
ther  eveiy  man  cryeth  and  datere&i  what 
that  him  lyketh.  Soothly  swich  multi- 
tude is  nat  honeste.  /  As  to  the  seconde 
resonn,  where-as  ye  seyn  that  "alle 
wommen  been  wikke,'*  save  yoxa  grace, 
certes  ye  despysen  alle  wommen  in  this 
wyse;  and  '*he  that  alle  despyseth  alle 

2360  displeseth,"  as  seith  the  book.  /  And 
Senek  seith  that  "who-so  wole  have 
sapience,  shal  no  man  dispreise ;  but  he 
shal  gladly  techen  the  science  that  he 
can,  with-onten  presumpcioun  or  pryde.  / 
And  swiohe  thinges  as  he  nought  ne  can, 


he  shal  nat  been  ashamed  to  leme  hem 
and  enquere  of  lasn  folk  tlum  him-self. "/ 
And  sir,  that  ther  hath  been  many 
a  good  womman,  may  lightly  be  preved./ 
For  certes,  sir,  our  lord  Jesu  Crist  wolde 
never  have  descended  to  be  bom  of 
a  wonunan,  if  alle  wommen  hadden  ben 
wikke.  /  And  after  that,  for  the  grete 
bountee  that  is  in  wommen,  our  lord  Jesu 
Crist,  whan  he  was  risen  fro  death  to 
lyve,  appeered  rather  to  a  womman  than 
to  his  apostles.  /  And  though  that  2365 
Salomon  seith,  that  "he  ne  fond  never 
womman  good,"  it  fdweth  nat  therfore 
that  alle  wommen  ben  wikke.  /  For 
though  that  he  ne  fond  no  good  womman, 
certes,  ftd  many  another  man  hath 
founden  many  a  womman  fdl  good  and 
trewe.  /  Or  elles  per-aventure  the  en- 
tente of  Salomon  was  this ;  that,  as  in 
sovereyn  bountee,  he  fond  no  womman ;  / 
this  is  to  seyn,  that  ther  is  no  wight  that 
hath  sovereyn  bountee  save  god  allone; 
as  he  him-self  recordeth  in  his  Evaun- 
gelie.  /  For  ther  nis  no  creature  so  good 
that  him  ne  wanteth  somwhat  of  the 
perfecoioun  of  god,  that  is  his  maker.  /  3^70 
Your  thridde  resoun  is  this :  ye  seyn  that 
"if  ye  goveme  yow  by  my  conseil,  it 
sholde  seme  that  ye  hadde  yeve  me  the 
maistrie  and  the  lordshipe  over  your 
persone."/  Sir,  save  your  grace,  it  is  nat 
sa  For  if  it  were  so,  that  no  man  sholde 
be  conseiUed  but  only  of  hem  that  hadden 
lordshipe  and  maistrie  of  his  persone,  men 
wolden  nat  be  conseilled  so  ofie.  /  For 
soothly,  thilke  man  that  asketh  conseil  of 
a  purpos,  yet  hath  he  free  ohois,  wheither 
he  wole  werke  by  that  conseil  or  noon.  / 
And  as  to  3rour  fourthe  resoun,  ther  ye 
seyn  that  "  the  janglerie  of  wommen  hath 
hid  thinges  that  they  woot  noght,"  as 
who  seith,  that  "  a  womman  can  nat  hyde 
that  she  woot " ;  /  sir,  thise  wordes  been 
understonde  of  wommen  that  been  jan- 
gleresses  and  wikked ;  /  of  whiche  worn-  2^75 
men,  men  s^n  that  "three  thinges 
dryven  a  man  out  of  his  hous ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  smoke,  dropping  of  r^yn,  and 
wikked  wyves  " ;  /  and  of  swiohe  wommen 
seith   Salomon,    that   "it   were    bettre 
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dwelle  in  deeort,  than  with  a  'wonunan 
that  is  riotooB."  /  And  sir,  by  yonr  leTe, 
that  am  nat  I ;  /  for  ye  han  ftd  ofte 
assayed  my  grete  silence  and  my  gret 
pacience;  and  eek  how  wel  tiiat  I  can 
hyde  and  hele  thinges  that  men  oghte 
secreely  to  hyde./  And  soothly,  as  to 
yoor  flfthe  resoon,  wher-as  ye  s^yn,  that 
''in  wikked  conseil  wommen  yenqnisshe 
men " ;  god  woot,  thiike  resoim  stant 
2280  here  in  no  stede.  /  For  onderstond  now, 
ye  asken  conseil  to  do  wikkednesse;  /and 
if  ye  wole  werken  wikkednesse,  and  your 
wyf  restreyneth  thiike  wikked  pnrpos, 
and  oTcrcometh  yow  by  resonn  and  by 
good  conseil ;  /  oertes,  yonr  wyf  oghte 
mther  to  bo  pxeised  than  y-blamed.  / 
Thus  sholde  ye  nnderstonde  the  philo- 
sophre  that  seith,  "in  wikked  oonseil 
wommen  venqoisshen  hir  honsbondes."  / 
And  thexvas  ye  blamen  alle  wommen  and 
hir  resoons,  I  shal  shewe  yow  by  manye 
onsamples  that  many  a  womman  hath 
ben  ful  good,  and  yet  been;    and  hir 

3385  oonseils  fnl  hoolsome  and  profitable.  / 
Eek  som  men  han  seyd,  that  "the  oon- 
seillinge  of  wommen  is  oather  to  dere,  or 
elles  to  litel  of  prys."  /  But  al-be-it  so, 
that  fill  many  a  womman  is  badde,  and 
hir  conseil  vile  and  noght  worth,  yet  han 
men  foande  fnl  many  a  good  womman, 
and  ful  discrete  and  wise  in  conseillinge./ 
Lo,  Jaoob,  by  good  conseil  of  his  moder 
Bebekka,  wan  the  benisonn  of  Ysaak  his 
fader,  and  the  lordshipe  over  alio  his 
bretheren.  /  Jndith,  by  hir  good  conseil, 
delivered  the  oitee  of  Bethnlie,  in  which 
she  dwelled,  ont  of  the  handes  of  Olo- 
femns,  that  hadde  it  biseged  and  wolde 
have  al  dest»^ed  it.  /  Abigail  delivered 
Kabal  hir  honsbonde  fro  David  the  king, 
that  wolde  have  slayn  him,  and  apaysed 
the  ire  of  the  king  by  hir  wit  and  by  hir 

3390  good  oonseilUng.  /  Hester  by  hir  good 
conseil  enhannced  greetly  the  peple  of 
god  in  the  regne  of  Assuenis  the  king.  / 
And  the  same  bountee  in  good  conseilling 
of  many  a  good  womman  may  men  telle.  / 
And  moreover,  whan  onr  lord  hadde  creat 
Adam  oar  forme-fader,  he  seyde  in  this 
wyse : /  "it  is  nat  good  to  been  a  man 


allone ;  make  we  to  him  an  hdp  seinb- 
laUe  to  himself."  /  Here  may  ye  se  that, 
if  that  wommen  were  nat  goode,  and  hir 
oonseils  goode  and  profitable,  /  onr  lord  2295 
god  of  hevene  wolde  never  han  wroght 
hem,  ne  called  hem  help  of  man,  bat 
father  conAisionn  of  man.  /  And  th«r 
seyde  cmes  a  clerk  in  two  vers :  "  what  is 
betire  than  gold  ?JaBpre.  Whatisbettre 
than  jaspre?  Wisdom./  And  what  is 
bettre  than  wisdom?  Womman.  And 
what  is  bettre  than  a  good  womman? 
No-thing."  /  And  sir,  by  manye  of  othre 
resons  may  ye  seen,  that  manye  wommen 
been  goode,  and  hir  oonseils  goode  and 
profitable.  /  And  therfore  sir,  if  ye  w61 
triste  to  my  oonseil,  I  shal  restore  yow 
your  doghter  hool  and  soond.  /  And  eek  2yn 
I  wol  do  to  yow  so  mnche,  that  ye  shal 
have  honour  in  this  cause.'  / 

§  16.  Whan  MeHbee  hadde  herd  the 
wordes  of  his  wyf  Prudence,  he  seyde 
thus :  /  ^  I  see  wel  that  the  word  of 
Salomon  is  sooth ;  he  seith,  that  "wordes 
that  been  spoken  discreetly  by  ordinaunce, 
been  honycombes;  for  they  yeven  swet- 
nesse  to  the  souie,  and  hoolsomnesse  to 
the  body."  /  And  wyf,  l^-^cause  of  thy 
swete  woxdes,  and  eek  for  I  have  assayed 
and  preved  thy  grete  sapience  and  thy 
grete  trouthe,  I  wol  goveme  mo  by  thy 
conseil  in  alle  thing.*  / 

§  17.  *  Now  sir,'  quod  dame  Prudence, 
'  and  sin  ye  vouche^sauf  to  been  governed 
by  my  conseil,  I  wol  enforme  yow  how  ye 
shul  goveme  yoai^«elf  in  chesinge  of  your 
conseiUours.  /  Te  shul  first,  in  alle  your  2305 
werkes,  mekeJy  biseken  to  the  heighe  god 
that  h'e  wol  be  your  conseilloor ;  /  and 
shapeth  yow  to  swich  entente,  that  he 
yeve  yow  conseil  and  confort,  as  taug^hte 
Thobie  his  sone : /  "at  alle  tymes  thou 
shalt  blesse  god,  and  praye  him  to  dresse 
thy  weyes";  and  looke  that  alle  thy 
oonseils  been  in  him  for  evermore.  /  Seint 
Jame  eek  seith:  "if  any  of  yow  have 
node  of  sapience,  axe  it  of  god."  /  And 
afterward  thanne  shul  ye  taken  oonaeil 
in  yourself,  and  examine  wel  your 
thoghtes,  of  swich  thing  as  yow  thinketh 
that  is  best  for  yonr  profit  /  And  thanne  '3'^' 
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ahnl  ye  drjrye  fW>  your  berte  tluree  tbinges 
that  been  oontrariouse  to  good  ooaaeil,  / 
that  is  to  seyn,  ire,  coveitiae,  and  bagtif- 


§  18.  First,  be  that  aacetb  oonseil  of 
binl-self,  oertes  be  moste  been  witb-onten 
ire,  for  manye  causes.  /  The  flrste  is 
this :  he  that  bath  greet  ire  and  wrattbe 
in  him-self,  he  weneth  alwey  that  he 
may  do  thin|[r  that  he  may  nat  do./  And 
•eoonndely,  be  that  is  irons  and  wroth, 

^315  he  ne  may  nat  wel  deme ;  /  and  be  that 
may  nat  wel  deme,  may  nat  wel  con- 
seille./  The  thridde  is  this;  that  "he 
that  is  irons  and  wrooth,"  as  seith  Seneh, 
"  ne  may  nat  spekebnt  he  blame  thinges  **;/ 
and  with  bis  vicioose  wordes  be  stiretb 
other  folk  to  angre  and  to  ire./  And 
eek  sir,  ye  moste  diyre  ooveitise  ont  of 
your  herte.  /    For  the  apostle  seith,  that 

33X>  **  coreitise  is  rote  of  alio  barmes."  /  And 
trast  wel  that  a  coreitoos  man  ne  ean 
noght  deme  ne  tbinke,  bnt  only  to  fnlfiUe 
the  ende  of  his  coveitise ;  /  and  certes, 
that  ne  may  never  been  acoompliood; 
for  ever  the  more  habnndannoe  that  he 
bath  of  ricbesse,  the  more  he  desyretb.  / 
And  sir,  ye  moste  also  diyve  out  of  yoor 
herte  hastifhesse ;  for  oertes,  /  ye  ne  may 
nat  deme  for  the  beste  a  sodeyn  thon^bt 
that  fkUeth  in  yonre  herte,  bat  ye  moste 
avyse  yow  on  it  fnl  ofte.  /  For  as  ye 
horde  bifom,  the  conmione  proverbe  is 
this,  that  "be  that  sone  demeth,  sone 

2$2S  repentetb."  / 

§  19.  Sir,  ye  ne  be  nat  alwey  in  lyke 
disposidonn ;  /for  oertes,  som  thing 
that  somtyme  semeth  to  yow  that  it  is 
good  for  to  do,  another  tyme  it  semeth 
to  yow  the  oontrarie.  / 

§  20.  Whan  ye  ban  taken  oonseil  in 
yoor^elf,  and  ban  domed  l^  good  delib-^ 
eraeion  swich  Hdng  as  yon  semeth  best,  f 
thanne  rede  I  yow,  that  ye  kepe  it 
secree.  /  Biwrey  nat  your  oonseil  to  no 
persone,  bat-if  so  be  that  ye  wenen  sik- 
erly  that,  tbmngh  yonr  biwreying,  your 
condioionn  shal  bo  to   yow   the    more 

3330  profitable.  /  For  Jesns  Syrak  seith : 
"neither  to  thy  foo  ne  to  thy  freend 
discovere  nat  thy  seeree  ne  thy  folie  ,*  / 


for  they  wol  yeve  yow  andience  and 
loking  and  supportacionn  in  thy  presence, 
and  soome  thee  in  ibyn  absence."/ 
Another  clerk  seith,  that "  soarsly  shaltoa 
finden  any  persone  that  may  kepe  oon- 
seil secreely.**  /  The  book  seith  :  "  whyl 
that  thon  kepest  thy  oonseil  in  thyn 
herte,  thon  kepest  it  in  thy  prisonn:/ 
and  whan  thon  blwreyest  thy  oonseil  to 
any  wight^  he  holdeth  thee  in  his 
snare.''/  And  therefore  yow  is  bettre  3335 
to  hyde  your  oonseil  in  yoor  herte,  than 
praye  him,  to  whom  ye  ban  biwreyed 
yonr  conseil,  that  be  wole  kepen  it  cloos 
and  stille.  /  For  Seneoa  seith :  ''if  so  be 
that  thon  ne  mayst  nat  thyn  owene  oon- 
seil hyde,  how  darston  prayen  any  other 
wight  tl^  oonseil  seoreely  to  kepe?"/ 
But  nathelees,  if  thon  wene  sikerly  that 
the  biwreying  of  thy  oonseil  to  a  persone 
wol  make  thy  oondurionn  to  stonden  in 
the  bettre  plyt,  thanne  shalton  tellen 
him  thy  oonseil  in  this  wyse.  /  First, 
thon  Shalt  make  no  semblant  whether 
thee  were  lover  pees  or  werre,  or  this  or 
that,  ne  shewe  him  nat  thy  wille  and 
thyn  entente;/  for  tmst  wel,  that 
oomnnly  thise  conseillonrs  been  flater- 
ores,  /  namely  the  oonseillonrs  of  grete  334(1 
lordes ;  /  for  they  enforoen  hem  alwey 
rather  to  spoken  plesante  wordes,  endyn- 
inge  to  the  lordes  Inst,  than  wordes  that 
been  trewe  or  profitable.  /  And  therfore 
men  seyn,  that  "  the  riche  man  hath  seld 
good  oonseil  bnt-if  he  have  it  of  him- 
sell"  /  And  after  that,  thon  shalt  oon- 
sidere  thy  freendes  and  tb3nie  enemys.  / 
And  as  tonehinge  thy  freendes,  thon  shalt 
considers  whiche  of  hem  been  most 
feithfdl  and  most  wyse,  and  eldest  and 
most  approved  in  oonseiUing.  /  And  of  3345 
hem  shalt  thon  aske  thy  conseil,  as  the 
caas  reqnireth.  / 

§  21.  I  seye  that  first  ye  sbnl  depe  to 
yonr  oonseil  yonr  freendes  that  been 
trewe.  /  For  Salomon  seith  :  that  "  right 
as  the  herte  of  a  man  delyteth  in  savonr 
that  is  sote,  right  so  the  oonseil  of  trewe 
freendes  yeveth  swetenesse  to  the  sonle."/ 
He  seith  also:  "ther  may  no-thing  bo 
lykned   to   the   trewe   freend."/     For 
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certes,  gold  ne  silTer  both  nitt  ao  mudxe 
3350  worth  BM  the  gode  wil  of  a  trewe  fireemd.  / 
And  eek  he  seith,  that  "  a  trewe  freend 
is  a  strong  deffense;  wbo-«o  that  it 
flndeth,  certes  he  findeth  a  greet  tre- 
Bonr/'/  Thanne  shnl  ye  eek  considere, 
if  that  your  trewe  freendes  been  dis- 
crete and  wyse.  For  the  book  eeith: 
**  axe  alwey  thy  oonseil  of  hem  that  been 
wyse."  /  And  hy  this  same  resonn  shnl 
ye  depen  to  your  conseil,  of  your  fireendes 
that  been  of  age,  swiche  as  han  seyn  and 
been  expert  in  manye  thinges,  and  been 
approved  in  conseillinges.  /  For  the 
book  seith,  that  *^in  olde  men  is  the 
sapience  and  in  longe  tjone  the  pm- 
denoe."/  And  Tallins  seith :  that"grete 
thinges  ne  been  nat  ay  aooompliced  by 
strengthe,  ne  by  delivemesse  of  body, 
bat  by  good  conseil,  by  anctoritee  of  per^ 
sones,  and  by  science ;  the  whiohe  three 
thinges  ne  been  nat  feble  by  age,  but 
certes  they  enforoen  and  encreesen  day 
3355  ^y  ^7"  I  And  thanne  shnl  ye  kepe 
this  for  a  general  renle.  First  shnl  ye 
clepen  to  yonr  oonseil  a  fewe  of  your 
freendes  that  been  espeoiale ;  /  for  Salo- 
mon seith :  "  manye  freendes  have  thoa ; 
but  among  a  thousand  chose  thee  oon  to 
be  thy  conseillonr."  /  For  al-be-it  so 
that  thon  first  ne  telle  thy  conseil  but 
to  a  fewe,  thou  mayst  afterward  telle  it 
to  mo  folk,  if  it  be  node.  /  But  loke 
alwey  that  thy  oonseilloars  have  thilke 
three  oondiciouns  that  I  have  seyd  bifore ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  they  be  trewe,  wyse, 
and  of  old  experience.  /  And  werke  nat 
alwey  in  every  node  by  oon  counseillour 
allone ;  for  somtyme  bihoveth  it  to  been 
^360  conseiUed  by  manye.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  :  "  salvacioun  of  thinges  is  wher-as 
ther  been  manye  conseillours."  / 

§  22.  Now  sith  that  I  have  told  yow 
of  which  folk  ye  sholde  been  oounseiUed, 
now  wol  I  teohe  yow  which  conseil  ye 
oghtetoeschewe./  First  ye  shul  eschewe 
the  conseilling  of  foles ;  for  Salomon  seith : 
'*  taak  no  conseil  of  a  fool,  for  he  ne  can 
noght  conseille  but  after  his  owene  lust 
and  his  affecoioun."/  The  book  seith: 
that  "the  propretee  of  a  fool  is  this ;  he 


troweth  lightly  harm  of  every  wight, 
and  lightly  troweth  alio  bountee  in  him- 
self." /  Thou  Shalt  eek  eschewe  the  con- 
seilling of  alio  flatereres,  swiche  as  en- 
foroen hem  rather  to  preise  yonr  peanane 
by  flaterye  than  for  to  telle  yow  the 
sothf astnesse  of  thinges.  /  -zy^ 

§  28.  Wherfore  Tnllius  seith :  "amonges 
alio  the  pestilences  that  been  in  fireend- 
8hipe,thegretteBteisflateiye."  Andther- 
fore  is  it  more  node  that  thou  eschewe  and 
drede  flatereres  than  any  other  peple.  / 
The  book  seith  :  *^  thou  shalt  rather  drede 
and  flee  fro  the  swete  wordes  of  fiateringe 
preiseres,  than  fro  the  egre  wordes  of  thy 
freend  that  seith  thee  thy  sothes.**/ 
Salomon  seith,  that  "the  wordes  of  a 
flaterere  is  a  snare  to  cacche  with  inno- 
cents." /  He  seith  also,  that  "  he  that 
speketh  to  his  freend  wordes  of  swetnease 
and  of  plesaunoe,  setteth  a  net  hifom 
his  feet  to  cacche  him."  /  And  therfore 
seith  Tullins :  "  enclyne  nat  thyne  eres  to 
flatereres,  ne  taketh  no  conseil  of  wordes 
of  flaterye."  /  And  Caton  seith :  "  avyse  2\^ 
thee  wel,  and  eschewe  the  wordes  of 
swetnesse  and  of  plesaunce."  /  And  eek 
thou  shalt  eschewe  the  conseilling  oi 
thyne  olde  enemys  that  been  reconsiled.  / 
The  book  seith :  that  "  no  wight  re> 
tonmeth  saofly  in-to  the  grace  of  his 
olde  enemy."/  And  Isope  seith:  "ne 
trust  nat  to  hem  to  whiche  thou  hast 
had  som-tyme  werre  or  enmitee,  ne  telle 
hem  nat  thy  conseiL"/  And  Seneca 
telleth  the  cause  why.  "  It  may  nat  be,** 
seith  he,  "that,  where  greet  fyr  hath 
longe  tyme  endured,  that  ther  ne  dwell- 
eth  Bom  vapour  of  warmnesse."  /  And  2375 
therfore  seith  Salomon:  "in  thyn  olde 
foo  trust  never."/  For  sikerly,  though 
thyn  enemy  be  reconsiled  and  •maketh 
thee  chore  of  humilitee,  and  louteth  to 
thee  with  his  heed,  ne  trust  him  never.  / 
For  certes,  ho  maketh  thilke  feyned  hu> 
militee  more  for  his  profit  than  for  any 
love  of  thy  persone ;  by-cause  that  he 
demeth  to  have  viotorie  over  thy  persone 
by  swich  feyned  contenance,  the  which 
victorie  he  mighte  nat  have  by  stryf  or 
werre./  And  Peter  Alfonoe  seith: 
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no  felawshipe  with  thyne  olde  enexnys ; 
for  if  thou  do  hem  boontee,  they  wol  per- 
verten  it  in-to  vikkedneasei"  /  And  eek 
thoa  most  eechewe  the  conaeilling  of  hem 
that  been  thy  servants,  and  beren  thee 
greet  reverence;    for  persventure   they 

380  seyn  it  more  for  drede  than  for  love.  / 
And  therfore  seith  a  philosophre  in  this 
wyBa :  "ther  is  no  wight  parfitly  tzewe 
to  him  that  he  to  sore  dredeth.*'  /  And 
Tollins  seith:  **ther  nis  no  might  so 
greet  of  any  emperoor,  that  longe  jsmy 
endnre,  bnt-if  he  have  move  love  of  the 
peple  than  drede."/  Thou  shalt  also 
eschewe  the  oonseiling  of  folk  that  been 
dronkelewe;  for  they  ne  can  no  eonseil 
hydei./  For  Salomon  seith:  "ther  is 
no  privetee  ther-as  regneth  dronke- 
neasei"/  Te  shul  also  han  in  snspeot 
the  conseilling  of  swich.  folk  as  conseille 
jow  a  thing  prively,  and  conseille  yow 

(385  the  oontrarie  openly./  For  Caaaidoirie. 
seith:  that  '*it  is  a  maner  sleighte  to 
hindre,  whan  he  sheweth  to  doon  a  thing 
openly  and  werketh  prively  the  con- 
txarie."  /  Thon  shalt  also  have  in  suspect 
the  conseilling  of  wikked  folk.  For  the 
book  seith:  "the  conseilling  of  wikked 
folk  is  alw^  fill  cil  fraade : "  /  And  David 
seith:  ^'blisftil  is  that  man  that  hath 
nat  fdwed  the  conseilling  of  shrewes.**  / 
Thou  shalt  also  eschewe  the  conseilling 
of  yong  folk ;  for  hir  eonseil  is  nat  rype.  / 
§  24.  Now  sir,  sith  I  have  shewed  yow 
of  which  folk  ye  shul  take  your  eonseil, 
and  of  which  folk  ye    shul   folwe  the 

t.^90  eonseil,  /  now  wol  I  teohe  yow  how  ye 
shal  examine  your  eonseil,  after  the  doo- 
tiine  of  Tnllius./  In  the  examininge 
thanne  of  your  conseillour,  ye  shul  con- 
sidere  manye  thinges.  /  Alderfirst  thou 
shalt  considere,  that  in  thilke  thing  that 
thou  purposest,  and  upon  what  thing 
thon  wolt  have  eonseil,  that  yerray 
trouthe  be  seyd  and  conserved;  this  is 
to  seyn,  teUe  trewely  thy  tale,  f  For  he 
that  seith  fals  may  nat  wel  be  oonseilled, 
in  that  cas  of  which  he  lyeth.  /  And 
after  this,  thou  shalt  considere  the  thinges 
that  acorden  to  that  thou  puzposest  for 
to   do   by   thy   conaeiUonrSi    if 


aocorde  therto ;  /  and  eek,  if  thy  might  2395 
may  atteine  ther-to;  and  if  the  more 
part  and  the  bettre  part  of  thy  con- 
seillours  aoorde  ther-to,  or  no.  /  Thanne 
shaltou  considere  what  thing  shal  folwe 
of  that  conseilling ;  as  hate,  pees,  werre, 
grace,  looflt,  or  damage;  and  manye 
othere  thinges.  /  And  in  alle  thise  thinges 
thou  shalt  chese  the  beste,  and  weyve 
alle  othere  thinges./  Thanne  shaltow 
considere  of  what  rote  is  engendxed  the 
matere  of  thy  eonseil,  and  what  fruit 
it  may  conoeyve  and  engendre.  /  Thou 
shalt  eek  considere  alle  thise  causes,  fro 
whennes  they  been  sprongen.  /  And  2400 
whan  ye  han  examined  your  eonseil  as 
I  have  seyd,  and  which  partie  is  the 
bettre  and  more  profitable,  and  hast 
approved  it  by  manye  wyse  folk  and 
olde ;  /  thanne  shaltou  considere,  if  thou 
mayst  parfoume  it  and  maken  of  it  a 
good  ende.  /  For  oertes,  resoun  wol  nat 
that  any  man  sholde  biginne  a  thing, 
but-if  he  mighte  parfoume  it  as  him 
oghte.  /  Ke  no  wight  sholde  take  up^n 
hym  so  hevy  a  charge  that  he  mighte 
nat  here  it.  /  For  the  proverbe  seith : 
"he  that  to  muche  embraceth,  distrey- 
neth  litel."  /  And  Catoun  seith  :  "  assay  2405 
to  do  swich  thing  as  thou  hast  power  to 
doon,  lest  that  the  charge  oppresse  thee 
so  sore,  that  thee  bihoveth  to  weyve 
thing  that  thou  hast  bigonne."/  And 
if  so  be  that  thou  be  in  doute,  whether 
thou  mayst  parfoume  a  thing  or  noon, 
chese  rather  to  suffre  than  biginne.  / 
And  Piers  Alphonce  seith :  "  if  thou  hast 
might  to  doon  a  thing  of  which  thou 
most  repente  thee,  it  is  bettre  ^nay' 
than  ^ye ' ;"/  this  is  to  seyn,  that  thee 
is  bettre  holde  thy  tonge  stille,  than  for 
to  speke.  /  Thanne  may  ye  understonde 
by  strenger  resons,  that  if  thou  hast 
power  to  parfoume  a  werk  of  which  thou 
shalt  repente,.  thanne  is  it  bettre  that 
thou  suffre  than  biginne.  /  Wel  seyn  3410 
they,  that  defenden  every  wight  to  assaye 
any  thing  of  which  he  is  in  doute, 
whether  he  may  parfoume  it  or  no.  / 
And  after,  whan  ye  han  examined  your 
eonseil  as  I  have  seyd  bifom,  and  knowen 
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wel  that  yo  may  parfonme  yoore  em- 
pruOf  conferme  it  thanne  sadly  til  it  bo 
at  an  ende.  / 

§  25.  Now  is  it  resoun  and  tyme  that 
I  shewe  yow,  whanno,  and  wherfore,  that 
ye  may  chaunge  your  conseil  with^onten 
your  repreve.  /  Soothly,  a  man  may 
chaungen  his  pnrpos  and  his  conseil  if 
the  cause  cesseth,  or  whan  a  newe  caas 
bitydeth.  /  For  tho  lawe  seith:  that 
'^ui>on  thinges  that  newely  bityden 
3415  bihovetli  newe  conseil."/  And  Senek 
seith :  "  if  thy  conseil  is  comen  to  the 
eres  of  thyn  enemy,  chaunge  thy  con- 
seil."/ Thou  mayst  also  chaunge  thy 
conseil  if  so  bo  that  thou  finde  that,  by 
errour  or  by  other  cause,  harm  or  damage 
may  bityde.  /  Also,  if  thy  conseil  be 
dishonest,  or  elles  cometh  of  dishoneste 
cause,  chaunge  thy  conseil./  For  tho 
lawcs  seyn  :  that  "  alle  bihestes  that  been 
dishoneste  been  of  no  value."/  And 
eek,  if  it  so  be  that  it  bo  inpossible,  or 
24^0  may  nat  goodly  be  parfoumed  or  kept.  / 

§  26.  And  take  this  for  a  general  reule, 
that  every  conseil  that  is  affermed  so 
strongly  that  it  may  nat  be  ohaunged, 
for  no  condicioun  that  may  bityde,  I 
seye  that  thilke  conseil  is  wikked.'  / 

§  27.  This  Melibeus,  whanne  he  haddo 
herd  the  doctrine  of  his  W3rf  dame  Pru- 
dence, answerde  in  this  wyse.  /  *  Dame,* 
quod  he,  *  as  yet  in-to  this  tyme  ye  han 
wol  and  covenably  taught  me  as  in 
general,  how  I  shal  govemo  me  in  the 
chesingo  and  in  tho  withholdinge  o£ 
my  conseilloura.  /  But  now  wolde  I 
fayn  that  yo  wolde  condescende  in 
especial,  /  and  tello  me  how  lyketh 
yow,  or  whet  semeth  jrow,  by  our 
conseillours  that  wo  han  chosen  in  our 
34^5  present  node.'  / 

§  28.  'My  lord,'  quod  she,  < I  biseke 
yow  in  al  humblesse,  that  ye  wol  nat 
wilfully  replye  agayn  my  resouns,  no 
distempro  your  herto  thogh  I  speke 
thing  that  yow  displeso.  /  For  god  wot 
that,  as  in  mjm  entente,  I  speke  it  for 
your  l)este,  for  your  honour  and  for  your 
profito  eke.  /  And  soothly,  I  hope  that 
your  benignitee  wol  taken  it  in  paclence./ 


Trusteth  mo  wel,'  quod  she,  *that  your 
conseil  as  in  this  caas  ne  sholde  nat, 
as  to  speke  properly,  bo  called  a  con- 
seilling,  but  a  mocioun  or  a  moevyng  of 
folye ;  /  in  which  conseil  ye  han  erred  in 
many  a  sondiy  wyse.  /  241  > 

§  29.  First  and  forward,  ye  han  erred 
in  th'assemblinge  of  your  conseilloinnL  / 
For  ye  sholde  first  have  cleped  a  fiswe 
folk  to  your  conseil,  and  after  ye  mighte 
han  shewed  it  to  mo  folk,  if  it  haddo 
been  nede.  /  But  oerteo,  ye  han  sodeynly 
cleped  to  your  conseil  a  greet  mnltitade 
of  peple,  tal  chargeant  and  ful  anoyous 
for  to  here./  Also  ye  han  erred,  for 
thers'^s  yo  sholden  only  have  cleped  to 
your  conseil  your  trewo  f roendes  olde  and 
wjrae,  /  yo  han  y-cleped  straunge  folk, 
and  yong  folk,  false  fiatereres,  and  enemys 
reoottsiled,  and  folk  that  doon  yow 
reverence  withonten  love.  /  And  eek  24?' 
also  ye  have  erred,  for  ye  han  broght 
with  yow  to  your  conseil  ire,  oovetiae, 
and  hastifnesse ;  /  tho  whiche  threo 
thinges  been  contrariouae  to  every  oonaeil 
honeste  and  profitable;/  the  whiobo 
three  thinges  ye  han  nat  anientissed  or 
destroyed  hem,  neither  in  your-eelf  nc 
in  your  conseillours,  aa  yow  ogfat&  /  Yc 
han  erred  also,  for  yo  han  shewed  to 
your  conseillourj  your  talent,  and  your 
affeccioun  to  mako  werre  anon  and  for 
to  do  vengeance;/  they  han  espyed  1^- 
your  wordes  to  what  thing  yo  been 
enclyned.  /  And  therfore  han  they  244* • 
rather  conseilled  yow  to  your  talent  than 
to  your  profit.  /  Ye  han  erred  also,  for 
it  semeth  that  yow  suflyaeth  to  han  been 
conseilled  by  thise  conseillours  only,  and 
with  litel  avys;/  wher^s,  in  so  greet 
and  so  heigh  a  nede,  it  haddo  been 
necessarie  mo  conseillours,  and  more 
deliberacionn  to  parfoume  your  emporiso.  / 
Ye  han  erred  also,  for  ye  han  nat 
examined  your  conseil  in  the  forsoydo 
manere,  ne  in  due  manero  as  the  caas 
requireth.  /  Ye  han  erred  alao,  for  yo 
han  maked  no  divisioun  bitwixe  your 
conseillours;  this  is  to  seyn,  bitwizeu 
your  trewe  freendea  and  yotur  feyned 
conseillours ;  /    no  yo  han   nat   knowe  244- 
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the  wil  of  your  trewe  freeiid«8  olde  and 
wyse ;  /  but  je  han  oast  alle  hir  woides 
in  an  hoohepot,  and  encljmed  your  herte 
to  tiie  more  port  and  to  the  gretter 
nomfaare;  andtherbeenyecondosoended./ 
And  flith  ye  wot  wel  that  men  shal 
alwey  finde  a  gretter  nomhre  of  foles 
than  of  wyse  men,/  and  therfoxe  the 
eonseils  that  been  at  congiegaoioona  and 
mnltitadee  of  folk,  ther-aa  men  take 
move  reward  to  the  nombre  than  to  the 
aapienoe  ef  persones,  /  ye  lee  wel  that  in 
Bwiche  oonaeillinges  ifolee  han  the  maia- 

L45n  trie.'  /  Melibens  answerdo  agayn,  and 
seyde :  *  I  grannte  wel  that  I  have  erred ;  / 
bat  ther-as  thou  hast  told  me  heer-bifom, 
that  he  nis  nat  to  blame  that  chatingeth 
hise  oonseilloiirs  in  certein  oaas,  and  for 
certeine  juste  causes,  /  I  am  al  redy  to 
eh&nnge  my  conseillonrs,  right  as  thoa 
wolt  devyse.  /  The  proyerbe  seiih  :  that 
"  for  to  do  sinne  is  maanish,  but  oertes 
for  to  persevere  longe  in  sinne  is  werk  of 
thedeveL"7 

§  80.  To  this  sentence  answerde  anon 

3455  dame  Pmdenoe,  and  seyde :  /  ^Bxamineth, ' 
quod  she,  ^your  oonseil,  and  lat  ns  see 
the  whioho  of  hem  hwi  spoken  most 
resonably,  and  tanght  yow  best  conseiL  / 
And  for-«s-mnehe  as  that  the  ezamin- 
aeioan  is  necessarie,  lat  ns  biginne  at  the 
sorgiens  and  at  the  phisioiens,  that  first 
speken  in  this  matere.  /  I  sey  yow,  that 
the  soxgiens  and  phisioiens  han  seyd 
yow  in  your  oonseil  discreetly,  as  hem 
oogfate ;  /  and  in  hir  speohe  seyden  f al 
wysly,  that  to  the  office  of  hem  aper^ 
teneth  to  doon  to  every  wight  honoar 
and  profit,  and  no  wight  for  to  on<^ye ;  / 
and,  after  hir  oraft,  to  doon  greet  dilip 
genoe  an-to  the  core  of  hem  whiche  that 

2460  they  han  in  hir  govemaonoe.  /  And 
sir,  right  as  they  han  answered  wysly 
and  discreetly,/  right  so  rede  I  that 
they  been  heighly  and  sovereynly  gaer- 
doned  for  hir  noble  speohe ;  /  and  eek 
for  they  sholde  do  the  more  ententif 
bisinesse  in  the  coracioon  of  yoxxr  dc^hter 
dere.  /  For  al-be-it  so  that  they  been 
yonr  freendes,  therforo  shal  ye  nat 
safiren  that  they  serve  yow  for  noght ;  / 


bnt  yo  oghto  the  rather  gaerdone  hem 
and  shewe  hem  your  laigAse.  /  And  as  2465 
toaohinge  the  proposicioun  which  that 
the  phisioiens  entreteden  in  this  oaas,  this 
is  to  SQyn,  /  that,  in  maladyes,  that  oon 
oontrarie  is  warisshed  by  another  oon- 
txarie,  / 1  wolde  fayn  knowe  how  ye 
onderstonde  thilke  text,  and  what  is 
yoor  sentence.'  /  ^  Certes,'  qaod  Melibens, 
*  I  onderstonde  it  in  this  wyse :  /  that, 
right  as  they  han  doon  me  a  oontrarie, 
right  so  sholde  I  doon  hem  another.  /  3470 
For  right  as  they  han  venged  horn  on  mo 
and  doon  me  wrong,  right  10  shal  I 
venge  me  upon  hem  and  doon  hem 
wrong;/  and  thanne  have  I  cored  oon 
oontrario  by  another.'  / 

§  81.  *  Lo,  lo ! '  qood  damo  Prndenco, 
^how  lightly  is  every  man  enclyued  to 
his  owene  deayr  and  to  his  owene  ple- 
saonoe !  /  Certes,'  qood  she,  *  the  wordes 
of  the  phisioiens  ne  sholde  nat  han  been 
onderstonden  in  this  wyse.  /  For  certes, 
wikkednesse  is  nat  oontrarie  to  wikked- 
nesse,  ne  vengeaonoe  to  vengeaonce,  no 
wrong  to  wrong ;  bat  they  been  sembla- 
ble.  /  And  therfore,  o  vengeaonce  is  nat  3475 
warisshed   by   another  vengeaonoe,  no 

0  wrong  by  another  wrong ;  /  bat  everich 
of  hem  encreesoeth  and  aggreggeth 
other.  /  Bat  oertes,  the  wordes  of  tho 
phisioiens  sholde  been  onderstonden  in 
this  wjrae:/  for  good  and  wikkednesse 
been  two  contraries,  and  pees  and  werre, 
vengeaonoe  and  sofifraonoe,  discord  and 
aoooid,  and  xnanye  others  thingee.  /  Bot 
oertes,  wikkednesse  shal  be  warisshed  by 
goodneese,  disoord  by  accord,  werre  by 
pees,  and  so  forth  of  othere  thinges.  /  3480 
And  heer-to  aooordeth  Seint  Paol  the 
apostle  in  manye  places.  /  He  seith : 
*'ne  yeldeth  nat  harm  for  harm,  no 
wikked  speche  for  wikked  speohe ;  /  but 

do  wel  to  him  that  dooth  thee  harm,  and 
bleese  him  that  seith  to  thee  harm."/ 
And  in  manye  othere  places  he  amones- 
teth  pees  and  accord.  /     Bot  now  wol 

1  speke  to  yow  of  the' oonseil  which  that 
was  yeven  to  yow  by  the  men  of  lawe  and 
the  wyso  folk,  /  that  seyden  alle  by  oon  34S5 
accord  as  ye  han  herd  bifore ;  /  that,  over 
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«dl6  ihjnoges,  ye  sholde  doon  yoor  di]i- 
genoe  to  kepen  your  penone  and  to 
wamestoro  your  hoiu.  /  And  seyden 
also,  that  in  this  caas  ye  oghten  for  to 
werken  fill  avysely  and  vith  greet  deli- 
beracioun./  And  sir,  m  to  the  firste 
point,  that  toncheth  to  the  keping  of 
your  persone ;  /  ye  sholnndenitondethat 
he  that  hath  werre  shal  evermore  mekely 

J490  <^nd  devoutly  preyen  bifom  alle  thlngoB,  / 
that  Jesus  Crist  of  his  grete  mercy  "wol 
hon  him  in  his  proteccioun,  and  been  his 
sovereyn  helping  at  his  nede.  /  For 
certes,  in  this  vrorld  ther  is  no  wight  that 
may  be  conseilled  ne  kept  su£Bsant]y 
wlthouten  the  keping  of  onr  lord  Jesu 
Crist.  /  To  this  sentence  aocordeth  the 
prophete  David,  that  seith  :  /  "  if  god  ne 
kepe  the  oitee,  in  ydel  "waketh  he  that  it 
kepeth."  /  Now  sir,  thanne  shul  ye  00m- 
mitte  the  keping  6f  your  persone  to  your 
trewe  freendes  that  been  approved  and 

2495  y-knowe ;  /  and  of  hem  shul  ye  azen  help 
your  persone  for  to  kepe.  For  Oatoun 
seith :  "  if  thou  hast  nede  of  help,  axe  it 
of  thy  fireendes ;  /  for  ther  nis  noon  so 
good  a  phisioien  as  thy  trewe  freend."  / 
And  after  this,  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow 
fro  alle  straunge  folk,  and  fro  lyeres,  and 
have  alwey  in  suspect  hir  companye.  / 
For  Piers  Alfonoe  seith:  '*ne  tak  no 
companye  by  the  weye  of  a  straunge  man, 
but-if  so  be  that  thou  have  knowe  him  of 
a  lenger  tyme.  /  And  if  so  be  that  he 
falle   in-to  thy  companye  paraventure 

3500  wlthouten  thjm  assent,  /  enquere  thanne, 
as  subtilly  as  thou  mayst,  of  his  oonversa- 
cioun  and  of  his  lyf  bifore,  and  feyne  thy 
wey ;  seye  that  thou  goost  thider  as  thou 
wolt  nat  go ;  /  and  if  he  bereth  a  spere, 
hold  thee  on  the  right  «yde,  and  if  he 
bere  a  swerd,  hold  thee  on  the  lifb  «yde."  / 
And  after  this,  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow 
wysely  from  alle  swioh  manere  peple  as  I 
have  seyd  bifore,  and  hem  and  hir  conseil 
eschewe.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
ye  kepe  yow  in  swich  manere,  /  that  for 
any  presumpcioun  of  your  strexigthe,  that 
ye  ne  dispyse  nat  ne  aoounte  nat  the  might 
of  your  adversarie  so  litel,  that  ye  lete 
the  keping  of  your  persone  for  your  pre- 


sumpdloun ;  /  for  eveiy  wys  man  dredeih  »^ 
his  enemy.  /  And  Salomon  seith ; "  weleftil 
is  he  that  of  alle  hath  drede ;  /  for  oertes, 
he  that  thurgh  the  hardinesse  of  his  herte 
and  thurgh  the  hardinesse  of  him-eelf 
hath  to  greet  presumpcioun,  him  shal 
yvel  bityde.**  /  Thanne  shul  ye  evermore 
countrewayte  embusshements  and  alle 
espiaille.  /  For  Senek  seith  :  that  "th« 
wyse  man  that  dredeth  harmes  esdheweth 
harmes ;  /  ne  he  ne  falleth  in-to  perils, 
that  perils  escheweth."  /  And  al*be-it  so  J510 
that  it  seme  that  thou  art  in  stker  place, 
yet  shaltow  alw^  do  thy  diligence  in 
kepinge  of  thy  persone ;  /  this  is  to  s^yn, 
ne  be  nat  nedigent  to  kepe  thy  persone, 
nat  only  fro  thy  gretteste  enemys  but  fro 
thy  leeste  enemy.  /  Senek  seith :  ^*  a 
man  that  is  wel  avysed,  he  dredeth  his 
leste  enemy."  /  Ovide  seith :  that  ^  the 
litel  wesele  wol  slee  the  grete  bole  and  the 
Wilde  hert."  /  And  the  book  seith :  ''a  ^515 
litel  thorn  may  prikke  a  greet  king  fnl 
sore ;  and  an  hound  wol  holde  the  wilde 
boor.'*/  But  nathelees,  I  s^  nat  thou 
shalt  be  so  coward  that  thou  dovte 
ther  whereas  is  no  drede.  /  The  book 
seith  :  that  '^  somme  folk  han  greet 
hist  to  deceyve,  but  yet  they  dreden 
hem  to  be  deoesrved."/  Tet  shaHou 
drede  to  been  empoisoned,  and  kei>e 
yow  from  the  companye  of  soomereB.  / 
For  the  book  seith:  *'with  scomeres 
make  no  companye,  bat  flee  hir  wordes 
as  venim."  /  5530 

§  82.  Now  as  to  the  seoonde  point, 
wher-as  your  wyse  conseHlours  eonaetlled 
yow  to  wamestore  yoor  hous  with  gret 
diligence,  /  I  wolde  fiiyn  knowe,  how  that 
ye  understonde  thilke  wordes,  and  what 
is  your  sentence.'  / 

§83.  Mehbeus  answerde  and  s^yde, 
*  Certes  I  understande  it  in  this  wise; 
that  I  shal  wamestogre  myn  hoos  with 
toures,  swiohe  as  han  csatelles  and 
othere  manere  edifloes,  and  armnre 
and  artelleries,  /  by  whiche  thinges  I 
may  Toy  jjersone  and  myn  hous  so 
kepen  and  defenden,  that  myne  enemjm 
shul  been  in  drede  myn  hoos  for  to 
approche.*  / 
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§  84.  To  this  senienoe  answerde  anon 
Prudence;  ^wamestoring,'  quod  she,  'of 
heigrlie  tonxes  and  of  gieto  edifices  apper- 

^3^5  teneth  somrtyme  to  pxyde ;  /  and  eek  men 
make  heighe  touree  and  grete  edifices 
with  grete  oostages  and  with  greet  tra- 
vaille ;  and  whan  that  they  been  aceom- 
pllced,  yet  be  they  nat  worth  a  stree,  bnt-if 
they  be  defended  by  trewe  freoides  that 
been  olde  and  wyse.  /  And  nnderstond 
we],  that  the  gretteste  and  strongeete 
gamison  that  a  riohe  man  may  have,  as 
wel  to  kepen  his  persone  as  hise  goodes, 
is  /  that  he  be  biloved  amonges  his  sab- 
gets  and  with  hise  neighebores.  /  For 
thus  seith  Tullins  :  that "  ther  is  a  maner 
gamison  that  no  man  may  venqnisse  ne 
disconfite,  and  that  is,  /  a  lord  to  be 
biloved    of  hise    citezeins    and   of    his 

255«  peple."  / 

§  35.  Now  sir,  as  to  the  thridde  point ; 
wfaer^^fcs  your  olde  and  wise  conseUloors 
seyden,  that  yow  ne  oghte  nat  sodeynly 
ne  hastily  proceden  in  this  nede,  /  but 
that  yow  oghte  porveyen  and  apparaillen 
3row  in  this  caas  with  greet  diligenoe  and 
greet  deliberacioon ;  /  trewely,  I  tiowe 
that  they  s^den  right  wygly  and  right 
sooth.  /  For  ToUins  seith,  "  in  every 
nede,  er  thou  bdginne  it,  apparaille  thee 
with  greet  diligence."  /  Thanne  seye  I, 
that  in  vengeance-taking,  in  werre,  in 

2^,\5  bataille,  and  in  wamestoring,  /  er  thow 
biginne,  I  rede  that  thou  apparaille  thee 
ther-to,  and  do  it  with  greet  delibera- 
cioun.  /  For  Tullius  seith  :  that  "long 
apparailling  bifom  the  bataiUe  maketh 
short  victorie, "  /  And  Oassidarus  seith ; 
'^the  gamison  is  stronger  whan  it  is 
longe  tyme  avysed."  / 

§  86.  But  now  lat  us  speken  of  the 
oonseil  that  was  accorded  by  your  neighe- 
bores, swiohe  as  doon  yow  reverence 
withouten  love,  /  your  olde  enemys  reoon- 

2540  siled,  your  fiatereres  /  that  conseilledyow 
certeyne  thinges  prively,  and  openly  con- 
seilleden  yow  the  oontrarie ;  /  the  yonge 
folk  also,  that  conseilleden  yow  to  venge 
yow  and  make  werre  anon.  /  And  certes, 
sir,  as  I  have  seyd  bifom,  ye  han  greetly 
erred  to  htm.  deped  swioh  maner  folk  to 


your  conseil ;  /  which  conseillours  been 
y-nogh  xepreved  by  the  xesouns  afore- 
seyd./  But  nathelees,  lat  us  now  de- 
scende  to  the  speoiaL  Te  shuln  first 
piDcede  after  the  doctrine  of  TuUius.  /  2541? 
Certes,  the  trouthe  of  this  matere  or  of 
this  conseU  nedeth  nat  diligently  en- 
quere;/  for  it  is  wel  wist  whiche  they 
been  that  han  doon  to  yow  this  trespas 
and  vileinye,  /  and  how  manye  trespes- 
sours,  and  in  what  manere  they  han  to 
yow  doon  al  this  wrong  and  al  this 
vileinye.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
ye  examine  the  seconde  condicioun,  which 
that  the  same  Tullius  addeth  in  this 
matere.  /  For  Tullins  put  a  thing,  which 
that  he  depeth  "  consentinge,'*  this  is  to 
seyn  ;  /  who  been  th^  and  how  manye,  2550 
and  whiche  been  they,  that  consenteden 
to  thy  conseil,  in  thy  wilftdnesse  to  doon 
hastif  vengeance.  /  And  lat  us  considere 
also  who  been  they,  and  how  manye  been 
they,  and  whiche  been  they,  that  con- 
senteden to  your  adversaries./  And 
certes,  as  to  the  firste  poynt,  it  is  wel 
knowen  whiche  folk  been  they  that  con- 
senteden to  your  hastif  wilfulnesse ;  / 
for  trewely,  aUe  tho  that  conseilleden 
yow  to  maken  sodeyn  werre  ne  been  nat 
your  freendes.  /  Lat  us  now  considere 
whiche  been  they,  that  ye  holde  so  greetly 
your  freendes  as  to  your  persone.  /  For  2555 
al-be-it  so  that  ye  be  mighty  and  riche, 
certes  ye  ne  been  nat  but  allone.  /  For 
certes,  ye  ne  han  no  child  but  a  doghter ;  /  ^ 
ne  ye  ne  han  bretheren  ne  cosins  ger- 
mayns,  ne  noon  other  neigh  kinrede,  / 
wherfore  that  your  enemys,  for  drede, 
sholde  stinte  to  plede  with  yow  or  to 
destroye  your  persone.  /  Ye  knowen 
also,  that  your  richesses  moten  been  dis- 
pended  in  diverse  parties;/  and  whan  2560 
that  every  wight  hath  his  part,  they  ne 
wollen  taken  but  litel  reward  to  venge 
thy  deeth.  /  But  thyne  enemys  been 
three,  and  they  han  manie  diildren, 
bretheren,  cosins,  and  other  ny  kinrede ;  / 
and,  though  so  were  that  thou  haddest 
slayn  of  hem  two  or  three,  yet  dwellen 
ther  y-nowe  to  wreken  hir  deeth  and  to 
slee  thy  persone.  /    And  though  so  be 
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that  your  kinrnde  be  more  siker  and 
stedeihst  than  the  kin  of  your  adver- 
sarie,  /  yet  nathelees  jwnr  kinrede  nifl 
but  a  fer  kinrede ;  they  been  but  litel  sib 

2565  to  yow,  /  and  the  kin  of  your  onemys 
been  ny  sib  to  hem.  And  oertes,  as  in 
that,  hir  oondioionn  is  bet  than  yonres.  / 
Thanne  lat  ns  oonsidere  also  if  the  oon- 
soilling  of  hem  that  oonseilleden  yow  to 
taken  sodeyn  vengeaonce,  whether  it 
aocorde  to  resonn?/  And  oertes,  ye 
knowo  wel  "nay."  /  For  as  by  right  and 
resonn,  ther  may  no  man  taken  vengeance 
on  no  wight,  bat  the  jnge  that  hath  the 
jurisdiocioun  of  it,  /  whan  it  is  grannted 
him  to  take  thilke  vengeance,  hastily  or 

2570  attemprely,  as  the  lawe  requireth.  /  And 
yet  moro-over,  of  thilke  word  that  Tollios 
clepeth  "  consentinge,"  /  thou  shalt  con- 
isldere  if  thy  might  and  thy  power  may 
consenten  and  suffyse  to  thy  wilfnlnesse 
and  to  thy  oonseillours.  /  And  oertes, 
thou  mayst  wel  seyn  that  "nay."/  For 
sikerly,  as  for  to  speke  proprely,  we  may 
do  no-thing  but  only  swich  thing  as  we 
may  doon  rightfully.  /  And  oertes,  right- 
fully ne  mowe  ye  take  no  vengeance  as  of 

-575  your  propre  auctoritee.  /  Thanne  mowe 
ye  seen,  that  your  power  ne  consenteth 
nat  ne  aocordeth  nat  with  your  wilfnl- 
nesse. /  Lat  us  now  examine  the  thridde 
point  that  Tullius  clepeth  "consequent." / 
Thou  shalt  understonde  that  the  ven- 
geance that  thou  purposest  for  to  take 
is  the  consequent.  /  And  ther-of  folweth 
another  vengeaunce,  peril,  and  werre; 
and  othere  damages  with-oute  nombre,  of 
whiohe  we  be  nat  war  as  at  this  tyme.  / 
And  as  touchinge  the  fourthe  point,  that 

asfio  Tullius  clepeth  "  engendringe,"  /  thou 
shalt  considere,  that  this  wrong  which 
that  ^s  doon  to  thee  is  engendred  of  the 
hate  of  thyne  enemys;/  and  of  the 
vengeance-takinge  upon  that  wolde  en- 
gendre  another  vengeance,  and  muchel 
sorwe  and  wastinge  of  rlchesses,  as  I 
seyde.  / 

§  87.  Now  sir,  as  to  the  point  that 
Tullius  clepeth  "  causes,"  which  that  is 
the  loste  point,  /  thou  shalt  understonde 
that  the  wrong  that  thou  hast  receyved 


hath  certeine  causes,  /  whiche  that 
clerkes  depen  Orient  and  ^ffieien$,  and 
Oauea  longinqua  and  Cau$a  prophtq%aa; 
this  is  to  seyn,  the  fer  cause  and  the  ny 
cause.  /  The  fer  cause  is  almi^ty  god, 
that  is  cause  of  alle  thinges.  /  The  neer 
cause  is  thy  three  onemys.  /  Hie  cause 
accidental  was  hate.  /  The  cause  material 
been  the  tyve  woundea  of  thy  doghter.  / 
The  cause  formal  is  the  manere  of  hir 
werkinge,  that  broghten  laddres  and 
doumben  in  at  thy  windowes.  /  The 
cause  final  was  for  to  slee  thy  doghter ; 
it  letted  nat  in  as  mnohe  as  in  hem  waa.  / 
But  for  to  spoken  of  the  fer  cause,  as  to 
what  ende  they  shul  come,  or  what  shcl 
finally  bityde  of  hem  in  this  caas,  ne  can 
I  nat  deme  but  hy  conjectinge  and  by 
supposinge.  /  For  we  shul  suppose  that 
they  shul  come  to  a  wikked  ende,  /  Vy- 
cause  that  the  Book  of  Decrees  seith : 
"selden  or  with  greet  peyne  been  causes 
y-broght  to  good  ende  whanne  th4^  been 
baddely  bigonne."  / 

§  88.  Now  sir,  iJf  men  wolde  aze  me, 
why  that  god  sufbred  men  to  do  yow  this 
vileinye,  certes,  I  can  nat  wel  answere  as 
for  no  sothfastnesse.  /  For  th'apostle 
seith,  that  "  the  sciences  and  the  jugge- 
ments  of  our  lord  god  almighty  been  ful 
depe ;  /  ther  may  no  man  oomprehende 
ne  serchen  hem  suffisantly."/  Na^e- 
lees,  by  certeyne  presumpcions  and  con- 
jeotinges,  I  holde  and  bileve  /  that  god, 
which  that  is  ful  of  justice  and  of  right- 
wisnesse,  hath  suffired  this  bityde  by 
juste  cause  rasonable.  / 

§  89.  Thy  name  is  Melibee,  this  is  to 
S€|yn,  "  a  man  that  drinketh  hony."  / 
Thou  hast  y-dronke  so  muchel  hony  of 
swete  temporel  rlchesses  and  delices 
and  honours  of  this  world,/  that  thou 
art  dronken ;  and  hast  forgeten  Jesu 
Crist  thy  oreatour ;  /  thou  ne  hast  nat 
doon  to  him  swich  honour  and  reverence 
as  thee  oughte.  /  Ne  thou  ne  hast  nat 
wel  y-taken  kepe  to  the  wordes  of  Ovide, 
that  seith  :  /  "  under  the  hony  of  the 
godes  of  the  body  is  hid  the  venim  that 
sleeth  the  soule."  /  And  Salomon  seith, 
"if  thou  hast  founden  hony,  ete  of  it  that 
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snfiyaeth  ;  /  for  if  thou  cte  of  it  oat  of 
inesare,  thou  shalt  spewe,"  and  be  nedy 
and  povre.  /  And  pexaTentore  Crist  hath 
thee  in  despit,  and  hath  tamed  awey  fro 
thee  his  face  and  hise  eres  of  miseri- 
corde;/  and  also  he  hath  saffred  that 
thoa  hast  been  panisshed  in  the  manere 
that  thow  hast  y-treepassed.  /    Thoa  hast 

z/)io  doon  sinne  agayn  oar  lord  Crist ;  /  for 
certee,  the  three  enemys  of  mankinde, 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  flessh,  the  feend,  and 
the  world,  /  thoa  hast  saiBred  hem  entre 
in-to  thjm  herte  wiliiilly  by  the  windowee 
of  thy  body,  /  and  hast  nat  defended  thy- 
self saffisantly  .agayns  hir  assaates  and 
hir  temptacioans,  so  that  they  han 
woonded  thy  soole  in  fyve  places ;  /  this 
is  to  seyn,  the  deedly  sinnes  that  been 
cntred  in-to  thyn  herte  by  thy  fyve 
wittes.  /  And  in  the  same  manere  oar 
lord  Crist  hath  wold  and  saffired,  that  thy 
three  enemys  been  entred  in-to  thyn  hoos 

-<»5  by  the  windowes,  /  and  han  y-woanded 
thy  doghter  in  the  fore-seyde  manere.'  / 

§  40.  '  Cerfces,'  qnod  Melibee,  *I  see  wel 
that  ye  enforce  yow  mnchel  by  wordes  to 
orvercome  me  in  swich  manere,  that  I  shal 
nat  venge  me  of  myne  enemys ;  /  shew- 
inge  me  the  perils  and  the  yveles  that 
mighten  iSUle  of  this  vengeance.  /  Bat 
Vrho-eo  wolde  considere  in  alle  vengeances 
the  perils  and  yveles  that  mighte  sewe  of 
vengeanoe-takinge,  /  a  man  wolde  never 

2(jx>  take  vengeance,  and  that  were  harm ;  / 
for  by  the  vengeanoe-takinge  been  the 
wikked  men  dissevered  fro  the  gode 
men.  /  And  they  that  han  wU  to  do 
wikkednesse  restr^yne  hir  wikked  parpos, 
whan  they  seen  the  panissinge  and  chas- 
tysinge  of  the  trespassoars.'  /  [fAnd  to 
this  answerde  dame  Pradenoe :  *  Certes,' 
seyde  she,  '  I  graante  wel  that  cf  ven- 
geaanoe  oometh  machel  yvel  and  maohel 
good ;  /  bat  vengeaanoe-taking  aperteneth 
nat  anto  everichoon,  bat  only  anto  jages 
and  onto  hem  that  han  jorisdiccioon 
apon  the  trespassoars.]  /  And  yet  seye  I 
more,  that  right  as  a  singaler  persono 
sinneth  in  takinge  vengeance  of  another 

2(i25  man,  /  right  so  sinneth  the  joge  if  he  do 
no  vengeance  of  hem  that  it  lian  de- 


served. /  For  Senek  seith  thos :  *'  that 
maister,"  he  seith,  "  is  good  that  proveth 
shrewes."  /  And  as  Cassidore  seith  :  "  A 
man  dredeth  to  do  oatrages,  whan  he 
woot  and  knoweth  that  it  displeseth  to 
the  jnges  and  sovereyns."  /  And  another 
seith  :  *'  the  jage  that  dredeth  to  do  right, 
xnaketh  men  shrewes."  /  And  Seint  Faole 
the  apostle  seith  in  his  epistle,  whan  he 
wryteth  an-to  the  Bomayns :  that  *'  the 
jages  beren  nat  the  spere  with-onten 
caase ; "  /  bat  they  beren  it  to  pnnisse  3630 
the  shrewes  and  misdoeres,  and  for  to 
defende  the  gode  men.  /  If  ye  wol  thanne 
take  vengeance  of  year  enemys,  ye  shal 
retoame  or  have  yoar  recoars  to  the  jage 
tiiat  hath  the  jarisdiccion  ap-on  hem ;  / 
and  he  shal  panisse  horn  as  the  lawe 
azeth  and  reqayreth.*  / 

§41.  'A!*  qaod  Helibee,  Hhis  ven- 
geance lyketh  me  no-thing.  /  I  bithenke 
me  now  and  take  hede,  how  fortane  hath 
norissed  me  fro  my  childhede,  and  hath 
holpen  me  to  passe  many  a  strong  jpas.  /  263s 
Now  wol  I  assayen  hir,  trowinge,  with 
goddes  help,  that  she  shal  helpe  me  my 
sliame  for  to  venge.'  / 

§42.  'Certes,'  qaod  Pradence,  'if  yo 
wol  werke  by  my  conseil,  ye  shal  nat 
assaye  fortane  by  no  wey ;  /  ne  ye  shal 
nat  lene  or  bowe  anto  hir,  after  the  word 
of  Senek :  /  for  "  thinges  that  been  folily 
doon,  and  that  been  in  hope  of  fortane, 
shallen  never  come  to  good  ende."  /  And 
as  the  same  Senek  seith :  "  the  more  cleer 
and  the  more  shyning  that  fortane  is,  the 
more  brotil  and  the  sonner  broken  she 
is."  /  Trasteth  nat  in  hir,  for  she  nis  3640 
nat  stidefast  ne  stable ;  /  for  whan  thow 
trowest  to  be  most  sear  or  siker  of  hir 
help,  she  wol  faille  thee  and  deceyve 
thee.  /  And  wheras  ye  seyn  that  fortane 
hath  norissed  yow  fro  yoar  childhede,  / 
I  seye,  that  in  so  machel  shal  ye  the 
lasse  traste  in  hir  and  in  hir  wit.  /  For 
Senek  seith  :  "  what  man  that  is  norissed 
by  fortane,  she  maketh  him  a  greet 
fooL"  /  Now  thanne,  sin  ye  desyre  and  2645 
axe  vengeance,  and  the  vengeance  that  is 
doon  after  the  lawe  and  bifore  the  jage 
ne  lyketh  yow  nat,  /  and  the  vengeance 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


520 


B.    Zii  ZdU  of  (ni^ftSeiiir. 


[t.  %%  43-4^- 


that  ifl  doon  in  hope  of  foitone  is  peril- 
ous and  nncertein,  /  thanne  have  ye 
noon  other  remedie  but  for  to  have  yoor 
reconrs  nnto  the  sovereyn  jnge  that 
vengeth  alle  vileinyes  and  -wronges;/ 
and  he  shal  venge  yow  after  that  him-self 
witnesseth,  wher-os  ho  seith  :  /  "  leveth 

3650  the  vengeance  to  me,  and  I  shal  do  it." '  / 
§  43.  Melibee  answerde,  '  if  I  ne  venge 
me  nat  of  the  vileinye  that  men  han 
doon  to  me,  /  I  sompne  or  wame  hem 
that  han  doon  to  me  that  vileinye  and 
olio  othore,  to  do  me  another  vileinye.  / 
For  it  is  writen :  "  if  thou  take  no  ven- 
geance of  an  old  vileinye,  thou  sompnest 
thyne  adversaries  to  do  thee  a  newe 
vileinye."  /  And  also,  for  my  sufFranoe, 
men  wolden  do  to  me  so  muchel  vileinye, 
that  I  mighte  neither  here  it  ne  sustene ;  / 
and  so  sholde  I  been  put  and  holden  over 

2655  lowe.  /  For  men  seyn  :  "  in  muchel 
sufifringe  shul  manye  thinges  falle  un-to 
thee  whiche  thou  shalt  nat  moire 
suffre."V 

§  44.  ^Certes,*  quod  Prudence,  *^I 
graunte  yow  that  over  muchel  suffraunoe 
nis  nat  good  ;  /  but  yet  ne  folweth  it  nat 
ther-of,  that  every  persone  to  whom  men 
doon  vileinye  take  of  it  vengeance  ;  /  for 
that  aperteneth  and  longeth  al  only  to 
the  juges,  for  they  shul  venge  the  vileinyes 
and  iniuries.  /  And  ther-fore  tho  two 
auctoritees  that  ye  han  seyd  above,  been 

2660  only  understonden  in  the  juges ;  /  for 
whan  they  suffren  over  muchel  the 
wronges  and  the  vileinyes  to  be  doon 
withouten  punisshinge,  /  they  sompne 
nat  a  man  al  only  for  to  do  newe  wronges, 
but  they  comanden  it.  /  Also  a  wys  man 
soith  :  that  "  the  juge  that  correcteth  nat 
the  sinnere  comandeth  and  biddeth  him 
do  sinne."  /  And  tlie  juges  and  sovereyns 
mighten  in  hir  land  so  muchel  suflre  of 
tho  shrewes  and  miadoeres,/  that  they 
sholden  by  swioh  suffrance,  by  proces  of 
tyme,  wexen  of  swich  power  and  might, 
that  they  sholden  putte  out  the  juges 

3C65  and  tho  sovereyns  from  hir  places,  /  and 
att«  laste  maken  hem  lesen  hir  lord- 
shipes.  / 

§  45.  But  lat  us  now  putte,  that  ye 


have  leve  to  venge  yow.  /  I  seye  ye  been 
nat  of  might  and  power  as  now  to  venge 
yow.  /  For  if  ye  wole  maken  comparisoun 
un^to  the  might  <^  your  adversaries;  ye 
shul  finde  in  manye  thinges,  thai  I  have 
shewed  yow  er  this,  that  hir  oondicionn 
is  bettre  than  yonres./  And  iherfose 
seye  I,  that  it  is  good  as  now  that  ye 
suffire  and  be  padent.  /  a67r* 

§  46.  Forther-more,  ye  kno wen  wel  that, 
after  the  oomune  sawe, "  it  is  a  woodnesse 
a  man  to  stxyve  with  a  strenger  or  a  more 
mighty  man  than  he  is  him^self ;  /  and 
for  to  stryve  with  a  man  of  evene  strengtiie, 
that  is  to  seyn,  with  as  strong  a  man  as 
he,  it  is  peril ;  /  and  for  to  stryve  vnth  a 
weyker  man,  it  is  folie."  /  And  therfore 
eholde  a  man  flee  stiyvinge  as  muchel  as 
he  mighte.  /  For  Salomon  seith  :  "  it  is 
a  greet  worship  to  a  man  to  kepen  him 
fro  noyse  and  stiyf."  /  And  if  it  so  a6;? 
bifalle  or  happe  that  a  man  of  gretter 
might  and  strengthe  than  thou  art  do 
thee  grevaunoe,  /  studie  and  bisie  thee 
rather  to  stille  the  same  grevaunce,  than 
for  to  venge  thee.  /  For  Senek  seith  : 
that  '*  he  putteth  him  in  greet  peril  that 
stiyveth  with  a  gretter  man  than  he  is 
him-self."  /  And  Catoun  seith :  "  if  a 
man  of  hyer  estaat  or  degree,  or  more 
mighty  than  thou,  do  thee  anoy  or  gre- 
vaunce, suffre  him ;  /  for  he  that  ones 
hath  greved  thee  may  another  tyme 
releve  thee  and  helpe."  /  Yet  sotte  I  i68u 
caas,  ye  have  bothe  might  and  licence  for 
to  venge  yow.  /  I  seye,  that  ther  be  ful 
manye  thinges  that  shul  restieyne  yow 
of  vengeanoe-takinge,  /  and  make  yow 
for  to  enolyne  to  snfE^,  and  for  to  han 
pacience  in  the  thinges  that  han  been 
doon  to  yow.  /  First  and  foreward,  if  ye 
wole  considere  the  de&utes  that  been  in 
your  owene  persons,  /  for  whiche  de&ixtes 
god  hath  suffred  yow  have  this  toibala- 
cioun,  as  I  have  seyd  yow  heer-bif om.  /  3^5 
For  the  poete  seith,  that  *^we  oghte 
paciently  taken  the  tribulacions  that 
comen  to  us,  whan  we  thinken  and  con- 
sideren  that  we  han  deserved  to  have 
hem."  /  And  Seint  Gregorie  seith  :  that 
(^  whan  a  man  oonsidereth  wel  the  ncmbre 
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of  Mm  defaates  and  at  his  sinnes,  /  the 
pejues  and  the  tribnlaoicnins  that  he 
soifireth  semen  the  lesse  ttn-to  hym ;  / 
and  in^as-moohe  as  him  thinketh  hise 
sinnes  more  hevy  and  greyoos,  /  in-so- 
mnche  semeth  his  peyne  the  lighter  and 

2690  the  esier  nn-to  him."  /  Also  ye  owen  to 
enolyne  and  howe  your  herte  to  take  the 
paoience  of  our  lord  Jesa  Crist,  as  seith 
seint  Peter  in  hise  epistles:/  "Jesn 
Crist,**  he  seith,  "hath  saf&ed  for  ns, 
and  yeven  'ensample  to  every  man  to 
folwe  and  sewe  him ;  /  for  he  dlde  never 
sinne,  ne  never  cam  ther  a  vileinons 
^rord  oat  of  his  month :  /  whan  men 
cnrsed  him,  he  onrsed  hem  noght;  and 
whan  men  betten  him,  he  manaced  hem 
noght."/  Also  the  grete  pacienoe,  whiah 
the  seintes  that  heen  in  paradys  han  had 
in  tribnlacionns  that  they  han  y-snffred, 

26^  with-onten  hir  desert  or  gilt,  /  oghte 
mnchel  stiren  yow  to  pacienoe.  /  Forther- 
more,  ye  sholde  enforce  yow  to  have 
paoience,  /  oonsideringe  that  the  tribn- 
lacionns  of  this  world  *bnt  litel  whyle 
endnre,  and  sone  passed  been  and 
goon.  /  And  the  joye  that  a  man 
seketh  to  have  hy  pacienoe  in  tribn- 
lacionns  is  perdurable,  after  that  the 
apostle  seith  in  his  epistle :/  "the  joye 
of  god,**  he  seith,  "  is  perdurable,"  that  is 

2jao  to  seyn,  everlastinge.  /  Also  troweth 
and  bileveth  stedefiutly,  that  he  nis  nat 
wel  y-norissed  ne  wel  y-tanght,  that  can 
nat  have  paoience  or  wol  nat  reoeyve 
paoience.  /  For  Salomon  seith :  that "  the 
dootrine  and  the  wit  of  a  man  is  knowen 
by  pacience.**  /  And  in  another  plaoe  he 
seith  :  that "  he  that  is  paoient  govemeth 
him  by  greet  pmdence. "  /  And  the  same 
Salomon  seith :  "  the  angry  and  wrathitil 
man  maketh  noyses,  and  the  paoient  man 
atempreth  hem  and  stilleth.**  /  He  seith 
also:  '*it  is  moro  worth  to  be  pacient 

J705  than  for  to  be  right  strong ;  /  and  he  that 
may  have  the  lordshipe  of  his  owene 
herte  ia  more  to  preyse,  than  he  that 
by  his  force  or  strengthe  taketh  grete 
citees."  /  And  therfore  seith  seint  Jame 
in  his  epistle :  that  "  pacienoe  is  a  greet 
vertn  of  perfecoioon."  *  / 


§47.  *Certe8,'qnodMeUbee,'Igrannte 
yow,  dame  Prudence,  that  pacience  is 
a  greet  vertn  of  perfecoioon ;/  but  every 
man  m^y  nat  have  the  perfeocionn  that 
ye  seken ;  /  ne  I  nam  nat  of  the  nombre 
of  right  parflte  men,  /  for  myn  herte  may  2710 
never  been  in  pees  nn-to  the  tyme  it  be 
venged./  And  al-be-it  so  that  it  was 
greet  peril  to  myne  enemys,  to  do  me 
a  vileinye  in  takinge  vengeance  np-on 
me,  /  yet  token  they  noon  hede  of  the 
pexil,  bnt  Ailfllleden  hir  wikked  wil  and 
hir  oorage.  /  And  thezfore,  me  thinketh 
men  oghten  nat  repreve  me,  though  I 
putte  me  in  a  litel  peril  for  to  venge  me,  / 
and  though  I  do  a  greet  ezceese,  that  is 
to  seyn,  that  I  venge  oon  outrage  by 
another.7  2715 

§  48.  *  A I  *  quod  dame  Prudence,  *  ye 
B&yn  your  wil  and  as  yow  lyketh ;  /  bnt 
in  no  caas  of  the  world  a  man  sholde  nat 
doon  outrage  ne  excesse  for  to  vengen 
him./  For  Cassidore  seith:  that  "as 
yvel  doth  he  that  vengeth  him  by  outrage, 
as  he  that  doth  the  outrage."/  And 
therfore  ye  shul  venge  yow  after  the 
ordre  of  right,  that  is  to  seyn  by  the  lawe, 
and  noght  by  excesse  ne  by  outrage.  / 
And  also,  if  ye  wol  venge  yow  of  the  out- 
rage of  your  adversaries  in  other  maner 
l^uui  right  comandeth,  ye  sinnen ;  /  and  2720 
therfore  seith  Senek  :  that  "  a  man  shal 
never  vengen  shrewednesse  by  shrewed- 
nesse.**  /  And  if  ye  seye,  that  right  axeth 
a  man  to  defenden  violence  by  violence, 
and  fighting  by  fighting,  /  certes  ye  seye 
sooth,  whan  the  defense  is  doon  anon 
with-outen  intervalle  or  with-outen  tary- 
ing  or  delay,  /  for  to  defenden  him  and 
nat  for  to  vengen  him.  /  And  it  bihoveth 
that  a  man  putte  swich  attemperance 
in  his  defence,  /  that  men  have  no  aya*; 
cause  ne  matero  to  repreven  him  that 
defendeth  him  of  excesse  and  outrage ; 
for  elles  were  it  agayn  resoun.  /  Pardee, 
ye  knowen  wel,  that  ye  maken  no  de- 
fence as  now  for  to  defende  yow,  but  for 
to  venge  yow  ;  /  and  so  seweth  it  that  ye 
han  no  wil  to  do  your  dede  attemprely.  / 
And  therfore,  me  thinketh  that  pacience 
is  good.     For  Salomon  seith  :  that  "  he 
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that    18    nat   paoient    shal    have    greet 
harm."'/ 

§  49.  '  Certes,*  quod  Melibee, '  I  grannte 
yow,  that  whan  a  man  is  inpaciant  and 
wroth,  of  that  that  toncheth  him  noght 
and  that  aperteneth  nat  nn-to  him,  though 

2730  it  harme  him,  it  is  no  wonder.  /  For  the 
Uwe  seith :  that  "  he  is  oonpoble  that 
entremetteth  or  medleth  with  swich  thyng 
as  aperteneth  nat  nn-to  him."/  And 
Salomon  seith:  that  "he  that  entre- 
metteth him  of  the  nojse  or  stiyf  of 
another  man,  is  lyk  to  him  that  taketh 
an  honnd  by  the  eres."  /  For  right  as  he 
that  taketh  a  strannge  hound  by  the  eres 
is  oatherwhyle  biten  with  the  honnd,  / 
right  in  the  same  wyse  is  it  resonn  that  he 
have  harm,  that  by  his  inpacienoe  med- 
leth him  of  the  noyse  of  another  man, 
wher-as  it  aperteneth  nat  nn-to  him.  / 
But  ye  knowen  wel  that  this  dede,  that  is 
to  seyn,  my  grief  and  my  disese,  touoheth 

jj}f;  me  right  ny.  /  And  therfore,  though  I 
be  wroth  and  inpaoient,  it  is  no  mer- 
veille.  /  And  savinge  3rour  grace,  I  can 
nat  seen  that  it  mighto  greetly  harmo 
me  though  I  toke  vengeaunce ;  /  for  lam 
richer  and  more  mighty  than  myne  ene- 
mys  been.  /  And  wel  knowen  ye,  that 
by  moneye  and  by  havinge  grete  posses- 
sions been  all  the  thinges  of  this  world 
governed.  /     And  Salomon  seith  :  that 

=740  "alle  thinges  obeyen  to  moneye."  *  / 

§  50.  Whan  Frudenoe  hadde  herd  hir 
hoDsbonde  avanten  him  of  his  richesse 
and  of  his  moneye,  dispreisinge  the 
power  of  hise  adversaries,  she  spak,  and 
seyde  in  this  wyse :  /  '  certes,  dere  sir,  I 
graunte  yow  that  ye  been  rich  and 
mighty,  /  and  that  the  richesses  been 
goode  to  hem  that  ban  wel  y-geten  hem 
and  wel  conne  usen  hem.  /  For  right  as 
the  body  of  a  man  may  nat  liven  with- 
oute  the  soule,  namore  may  it  live  with- 
outentemporelgoodes./   And  by  richesses 

2745  may  a  man  gete  him  grete  freendes.  / 
And  therfore  seith  Pamphilles :  "if  a  net- 
hordes  doghter,"  seith  he,  "be  riche,  she 
may  chesen  of  a  thousand  men  which  she 
wol  take  to  hir  housbonde;  /  for,  of 
a  thousand  men,  oon  wol  nat  foracUcen 


hir  ne  refusen  hir."/  And  this  Pam- 
philles seith  also :  "if  thou  be  right 
happy,  that  is  to  seyn,  if  thou  be  right 
riche,  thou  shalt  find  a  greet  nombre  of 
felawes  and  freendes.  /  And  if  thy  for- 
tune change  that  thou  wexe  povre,  £ure> 
wel  freendshipe  and  felaweshipe ;  /  for 
thou  shalt  be  allone  with-onten  any  oom- 
panye,  but-if  it  be  the  companye  of  povre 
folk."  /  And  yet  seith  this  PamphiUes  2751 
moreover :  that  "  th^y  that  been  thxalle 
and  bonde  of  linage  shullen  been  maad 
worthy  and  noble  by  the  richesses."  / 
And  right  so  as  by  richesses  ther  comcn 
manye  goodes,  right  so  by  poverte  come 
ther  manye  harmes  and  yveles./  For 
greet  poverte  constreynoth  a  man  to  do 
nianye  yveles./  And  therfore  clepeUi 
Cassidore  poverte  "the  moder  of  mine,*'  / 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  moder  of  over- 
throwinge  or  fallinge  doun.  /  And  ther-  2755 
fore  seith  Piers  Alfonce  :  "  oon  of  the 
gretteste  adveiaitees  of  this  world  is/ 
whan  a  free  man,  by  kinde  or  by  bnrthe, 
is  oonstreyned  by  poverte  to  eten  the 
almesse  of  his  enemy."  /  And  the  same 
seith  Innocent  in  oon  of  hise  bokes; 
he  seith :  that  "  sorweful  and  mishappy 
is  the  condicioun  of  a  povre  begger ;  / 
for  if  he  axe  nat  his  mete,  he  dyeUi  for 
hunger;/  and  if  he  axe,  he  dyeth  for 
shame;  and  algates  necessitee  constreyn- 
eth  him  to  axe."  /  And  therfore  seith  276* 
Salomon  :  that  "  bet  it  is  to  dye  than  for 
to  have  swich  jpoverte."/  And  as  the 
same  Salomon  seith :  "  bettre  it  is  to  dye 
of  bitter  deeth  than  for  to  liven  in  swich 
wyse."/  By  thise  resons  that  I  have 
seid  un-to  yow,  and  by  manye  othere 
resons  that  I  coude  seye,  / 1  graunte  yow 
that  richesses  been  goode  to  hem  that 
geten  hem  wel,  and  to  hem  that  wel  usen 
tho  richesses.  /  And  therfore  wol  I  shewe 
yow  how  ye  ihul  have  yow,  and  how  ye 
shul  here  yow  in  gaderinge  of  richesses, 
and  in  what  manere  ye  shul  usen  hem.  /  3yt>s 

§  51.  First,  ye  shul  geten  hem  with- 
outen  greet  de^yr,  by  good  leyser  sokingly, 
and  nat  over  hastily.  /  For  a  man  that 
is  to  deqrringe  to  gete  richesses  abaun- 
doneth  him  first  to  theAe  and  to  alle 
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other  yveleflL  /  And  therfbre  aeith  Salo- 
mon :  **  he  that  hasteth  him  to  bisily  to 
-wezo  riohe  Hhal  be  noon  innocent."  /  He 
■aiihalflo:  that"  the  richesse  that  hastily 
Cometh  to  a  man,  sone  and  lightly  gooth 
and  paoBoth  fro  a  man  1/  bat  that  ri<^e8se 
that  Cometh  litel  and  litol  wexeth  alwey 

70  and  mnltiplyeth."  /  And  aiTf  ye  ahol 
geten  richeeMS  by  yoor  wit  and  by  your 
travaille  nn-to  your  profit;/  and  that 
with'Oaten  wrong  or  harm-doinge  to  any 
other  persone.  /  For  the  lawe  eeith :  that 
''  ther  maketh  no  man  himselyen  richOf 
if  he  do  harm  to  another  wight" ;  /  this 
is  to  seyn,  that  nature  defendeth  and  for- 
bedeth  by  right,  that  no  man  make  him- 
self  riche  nn-to  the  harm  of  another 
pexaone.  /  And  Tollins  aeith :  that  **  no 
sorwe  ne  no  drede  of  deeth,  ne  no-thing 

775  that  may  £klle  nn-to  a  man  /  isso  mnohel 
agayns  nature,  as  a  man  to  enoreflsen  his 
owene  profit  to  the  harm  of  another  man.  / 
And  though  the  grete  men  and  the  mighty 
men  geten  richesses  more  lightly  than 
thou,  /  yet  shaltou  nat  been  ydel  ne  alow 
to  do  thy  profit;  for  thou  ahalt  in  aUe 
wyse  flee  ydelneaae."  /  For  Salomon 
aeith  :  that  "ydelnesae  teoheth  a  man  to 
do  manye  yvelea."  /  And  the  aame  Salo- 
mon aeith :  that  '*  he  that  txavailleth  and 
bisieth  him  to  tilien  his  land,  shal  eten 

;«o  breed ;  /  but  he  that  ia  ydel  and  casteth 
him  to  no  biaineaae  ne  ocoupaoioun,  ahal 
falle  in-to  povorte,  and  dye  for  hunger."  / 
And  he  that  is  ydel  and  alow  can  neyer 
finde  covenable  tyme  for  to  doon  his 
profit.  /  For  ther  is  a  vendfiour  aeith  : 
that  "the  ydel  man  exoTiseth  hym  in 
winter,  by  cauae  of  the  grete  cold ;  and  in 
aomer,  by  encheaoun  of  the  hete."  /  For 
thise  canaes  aeith  Caton :  "  waketh  and 
endyneth  nat  yow  over  muchel  for  to 
alepe;  for  over  muchel  reate  noriaaeth 
and  causeth  manye  vices."  /  And  ther- 
fore  seith  aeint  Jerome :  "  doth  aomme 
gode  dedea,  that  the  devel  which  ia  our 

1785  enemy  ne  finde  jrow  nat  unoccupied."  / 
For  the  devel  ne  taketh  nat  lightly  un-to 
his  werkinge  swiohe  as  he  findeth  occu- 
pied in  gode  werkes."  / 
§  62.  Thanne  thus,  in  getinge  riohesaes, 


ye  mosten  flee  ydelneaae.  /  And  after- 
ward, ye  ahul  use  thericheaaea,  whiche  ye 
have  geten  by  your  wit  and  by  your 
travaille,  /  in  awioh  a  manere,  that  men 
holde  nat  yovr  to  acara,  ne  to  aparinge,  ne 
to  fool-laige,  that  ia  to  aeyn,  over-largo 
a  spender.  /  For  right  as  men  blamen 
an  avaricious  man  by-cause  of  his  aoarsetee 
and  ohinoherye,  /  in  the  aame  wjrae  is  he  2790 
to  blame  that  spendeth  over  largely.  / 
And  therfore  seith  Caton :  "use,"  he  aeith, 
"  thy  richeaaea  that  thou  hast  geten  /  in 
swich  a  manere,  that  men  have  no  matere 
ne  cause  to  calle  thee  neither  wreoche  ne 
chinohe ;  for  it  is  a  greet  shame  to  a  man 
to  have  a  povere  herte  and  a  riche  purs."  / 
He  adth  alao :  "  the  goodea  that  thou  haat 
y-geten,  uae  hem  by  mesure,"  that  ia  to 
aeyn,  apende  hem  mesurably ;  /  for  they  3795 
that  folily  wasten  and  deapenden  the 
goodes  that  they  han,  /  whan  they  ban 
namore  propre  of  hir  owene,  they  ahapen 
hem  to  take  the  goodea  of  another  man.  / 
I  a^ye  thanne,  that  ye  ahul  fleen  avarice ;  / 
usinge  your  richeaaea  in  awich  manere, 
that  men  aeye  nat  that  your  richeaaea 
been  y-buried,  /  but  that  ye  have  hem  in 
your  might  and  in  your  weeldinge.  /  For  3800 
a  W3^  mui  repreveth  the  avaricious  man, 
and  aeith  thua,  in  two  vera  :  /  "  wherto 
and  why  burieth  a  man  hiae  goodes  by  his 
grete  avarice,  and  knoweth  wel  that  nodes 
moste  he  dye ;  /  for  doeth  is  the  ende  of 
every  man  as  in  this  present  lyf."  /  And 
for  what  cause  or  encheaoun  jo3meth  he 
him  or  knitteth  ho  him  ao  faste  un-to 
hise  goodes,  /  that  alle  his  wittes  mowen 
nat  disaeveren  him  or  departen  him  from 
hiae  goodes ;  /  and  knoweth  wel,  oroghte  2805 
knowe,  that  whan  he  is  deed,  he  ahal  no- 
thing here  with  him  out  of  this  world?/ 
And  ther-fore  aeith  aeint  Augustin :  that 
"the  avaricious  man  is  likned  un-to 
belle ;  /  that  the  more  it  swelwoth,  the 
more  desyr  it  hath  to  swelwe  and  de- 
voure."  /  And  as  wel  as  ye  wolde  eachewe 
to  becalledan  avaricious  man  or  chinche,  / 
as  wel  aholde  ye  kepe  yow  and  governe 
yow  in  swich  a  wyse  that  men  calle  yow 
nat  fool-large.  /  Therfore  seith  Tullius  :  3810 
"  the  goodes,"  he  aeith,  "  of  thyn  houa  ne 
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sbolde  nat  been  hid,  ne  kept  bo  oIoqs  bat 
that  they  mighte  been  opened  by  pitee 
and  debonairetee  "  ;  /  that  is  to  ieyn,  ts 
yeven  part  to  hem  that  han  greet  node;/ 
**ne  thy  goodea  ahollen  nat  been  so 
opene,  to  been  eveiy  nuumes  eoode&"  / 
Aflerwardf  in  getinge  of  your  riohesMS 
and  in  nsinge  hem,  ye  shnl  alwey  have 
three  thinges  in  yonr  herte ;  /  that  is  to 
seyn,  onr  lord  god,  oonsoience,  and  good 

2815  name.  /  First,  ye  shnl  have  god  in  yoor 
herte ;  /  and  for  no  riohesse  ye  shnllen  do 
no-thing,  which  may  in  any  manere  dis- 
plesegod,  thatisyonroreatoorandmaker./ 
For  after  the  word  of  Salomon :  "  it  is 
bettre  to  have  a  Utel  good  with  the  loye  of 
god,  /  than  to  have  mtichel  good  and 
tresonr,  and  lese  the  love  of  his  lord  god."/ 
And  the  prophete  seith :  that  *'  bettre  it 
is  to  been  a  good  man  and  have  litel  good 

jSao  and  tresonr,  /  than  to  been  holden  a  shrewe 
and  have  grete  richesses."/  And  yet 
seye  I  ferthermore,  that  ye  sholde  alwey 
doon  your  faisinesse  to  gete  y ow  richesses,  / 
so  that  ye  gete  hem  with  good  oonsci- 
enoe.  /  And  th^apostle  seith  :  that  *'  ther 
nis  thing  in  this  world,  of  which  we 
sholden  have  so  greet  joye  as  whan  oor 
conscience  bereth  ns  good  witnease."/ 
And  the  wyse  man  seith :  "  the  substance 
of  a  man  is  fol  good,  whan  sinne  is  nat 

2g2s  in  mannes  conscience."/  Afterward,  in 
getinge  of  yonr  xiohesses,  and  in  uainge 
of  hem,  /  yow  moste  have  greet  bisinesse 
and  greet  diligence,  that  yonr  goode  name 
be  alwey  kept  and  conserved.  /  For 
Salomon  seith :  that  "  bettre  it  is  and 
more  it  avaiUeth  a  man  to  have  a  good 
name,  than  for  to  have  grete  rioheeses."  / 
And  therfore  he  seith  in  another  place  : 
"  do  greet  diligence,"  seith  Salomon,  "  in 
keping  of  thy  freend  and  of  thy  gode 
name ;  /  for  it  shal  longer  abide  with  th^^ 

:i83o  than  any  tresonr,  be  it  never  so  precious. •*  / 
And  certes  he  sholde  nat  be  called  a  gentil 
man,  that  after  god  and  good  conscience, 
olle  thinges  left,  ne  dooth  his  diligence 
and  bisinesse  to  kepen  his  good  name.  / 
And  Cassidore  seith  :  that  "  it  is  signe  of 
a  gentil  herte,  whan  a  man  loveth  and 
desyreth  to  han  a  good  name."/    And 


therfore  seith  seint  Angnstln :  that "  ther 
been  two  thinges  that  am  neoesaarie  and 
nedeftdle,  /  and  that  is  good  oonacieBoe 
and  good  loos ;  /  that  is  to  seyn,  good 
conscience  to  thyn  owene  pevsone  inward, 
and  good  loos  for  thy  neighebore  oat- 
ward."  /  And  he  that  trosteth  him  so  i$i$ 
mnchel  in  his  gode  conscience,  /  that  he 
displeseth  and  setteth  at  noght  his  gode 
name  or  loos,  and  rekketh  noght  thongh 
he  kepe  nat  his  gode  name,  nis  bat  a  oorael 
oherL  / 

§  68.  Sire,  now  have  I  shewed  yow  how 
ye  Idinl  do  in  getinge  richesses,  and  how 
ye  shnllen  nsen  hem ;  /  and  I  see  wel, 
that  for  the  trost  that  ye  han  in  yoare 
richesses,  ye  wole  moeve  worre  and 
bataille.  /  I  conseille  yow,  that  ye  bi- 
ginne  no  werre  in  trust  of  your  rieheases ; 
for  they  ne  sufiysen  noght  wenes  to  mayn- 
tone.  /  And  therfore  seith  a  philoeophxe :  2&^' 
"  that  man  that  deqrreth  and  wole  algates 
han  werre,  shal  never  have  saffiaaunoe ;  / 
for  the  richer  that  he  is,  the  gretter 
despenses  moste  he  make,  if  he  wole  have 
worship  and  viotorie."  /  And  Salomon 
seith:  that  "the  gxetter  richeasea  that 
a  man  hath,  the  mo  despendours  he 
hath."/  And  dere  sire,  al-bo-it  so  that 
finr  yoor  richesses  ye  mowe  have  muchel 
folk,  /  yet  bihoveth  it  nat,  ne  it  is  nat 
good,  to  biginne  werre,  where-aa  yo  mowe 
in  other  manere  have  peea,  un-to  your 
worship  and  profit.  /  For  the  vietories  2845 
of  bataillee  that  been  in  this  world,  lyen 
nat  in  greet  nombre  or  multitude  of  the 
peple  ne  in  the  vertu  of  man ;  /  but  it 
lyth  in  the  wil  and  in  the  hand  of  onr 
lord  god  almighty.  /  And  therfore  Judas 
Machabeus,  which  was  goddes  knight,  / 
whan  he  sholde  ilghte  agayn  his  adver- 
saria that  hadde  a  great  nombre,  and 
a  gxetter  multitude  of  folk  and  strenger 
than  was  this  peple  of  Maohabee,  /  yet 
he  reoonforted  his  litel  company^  and 
seyde  right  in  this  wyse :  /  "  ala  lightly," 
quod  he,  "may  our  lord  god  almighty 
yeve  victorie  to  a  f ewe  folk  as  to  many 
folk ;  /  for  the  victorie  of  bataile  cometh 
nat  by  the  grete  nombre  of  peple,  /  but  it 
cometh  from  our  lord  god  of  hevene.''  / 
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And  dere  nr,  for  as  mncbel  as  there  is 
no  man  oertein,  if  he  be  worthy  that  god 
yeve  him  victorie,  [f  namore  than  he  is 
certein  whether  he  be  -worthy  of  the  love 
of  god]  or  naught,  after  that  Salomon 
soith,  /  therfore  every  man  eholde  greetly 

R55  drede  werree  to  biginne.  /  And  by-oattse 
that  in  bataiUes  inllen  mauye  perikf  /  and 
happeth  onther-while,  that  as  sone  is  the 
^rete  man  sl^yn  as  the  Utel  man ;  /  and, 
ns  it  is  written  in  the  seconde  book  of 
Kinges,  "the  dedes  of  batailles  been 
aventnroiise  and  nothing  certeyne ;  /  for 
OS  lightly  is  oon  hurt  with  a  spere  as 
another."  /  And  for  ther  is  gret  peril  in 
werre,  therfore  sholde  a  man  flee  and 
oschewe    werre,     in     as    mnohel    as    a 

S60  man  may  goodly.  /  fV>r  Salomon  seith  : 
**be  that  loreth  peril  shal  fUle  in 
peril."'/ 

§  54.  After  that  Dame  Pmdenee  hadde 
spoken  in  this  manere,  Melibee  answerde 
and  seyde,  /  '  I  see  wei,  dame  Pmdenee, 
that  by  yonr  faare  wordes  and  by  your 
resons  that  y^  han  shewed  me,  that  the 
weixe  lyketh  yow  no-thing ;  /  but  I  have 
nat  yet  herd  yonr  oonseil,  how  I  shal  do 
in  this  node.'  / 

§  5o.  *  Certes,*  qnod  she,  *  I  oonseille 
yow  that  ye  accorde  with  yonre  adver^ 

2865  saries,  and  that  ye  have  pees  with  hem.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  hise  epistles  :  that 
**  by  concord  and  pees  the  smale  richesses 
wexen  grete,  /  and  by  debaat  and  discord 
the  grete  richesses  fallen  doon."  /  And 
ye  knowen  wel  that  oon  of  the  gretteste 
and  most  sovereyn  thing,  that  is  in  this 
world,  is  nnitee  and  pees.  /  And  ther- 
fore seyde  core  lord  Jesa  Crist  to  hise 
apostles  in  this  wyse :  /  "  wel  happy  and 
blessed  been  they  that  loven  and  par- 
cliacen  pees ;  for  they  been  called  children 

iSjo  of  god."  V  *  A !'  qnod  Melibee,  *  now  see 
I  wel  that  ye  loven  nat  myn  hononr 
ne  my  worshipe.  /  Te  knowen  wel  that 
myno  adverBaries  han  bigoanen  this 
debaat  and  brige  by  hir  oatrage ;  /  and 
ye  see  wel  that  th^y  ne  reqneren  ne 
*  proyen  me  nat  of  peos,  ne  they  asken  nat 
to  be  reconailed.  /  Wol  ye  thanne  that 
I  go  and  meke  me  and  obeye  me  to  hem. 


and  crye  hem  mercy  ?  /    IV>r  sothe,  that 
were  nat  my  worship.  /    Eor  right  as  men  3875 
seyn,  that  **  over-greet   homlinesse   en- 
gendreth  dispr^ysinge,"  so  fareth  it  by  to 
greet  hnmylitee  or  mekenesse.'  / 

g  66.  Thanne  bigan  dame  Prudence  to 
maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  and  seyde,  / 
*■  certes,  sir,  sauf  your  grace,  I  love  yonr 
honour  and  your  profit  as  I  do  mjm 
owene,  and  ever  have  doon ;  /  ne  ye  ne 
noon  other  eyen  never  the  contrarie./ 
And  yit,  if  I  hadde  seyd  that  ye  sholde 
han  purohaoed  the  pees  and  the  recon- 
siliacionn,  I  ne  hadde  nat  muchel  mis- 
taken me,  ne  Eeyd  amis.  /  For  the  wyse  3880 
man  seith :  *'  the  dissensioun  biginneth  by 
another  man,  and  the  reoonsiling  bi- 
ginneth by  thy-self."  /  And  the  propheto 
seith :  "  flee  shrewednesse  and  do  good- 
nesse ;  /  soke  pees  and  folwe  it,  as  muchel 
as  in  thee  is.**  /  Tet  seye  I  nat  that  ye 
shul  rather  pursue  to  yoar  adversaries  for 
pees  than  they  shuln  to  yow ;  /  for  I 
knowe  wel  that  ye  been  so  hard-herted, 
that  ye  wol  do  no-thing  for  me.  /  And  2885 
Salomon  seith  ;  "  he  that  hath  over-hard 
an  herte,  atte  lasts  he  shal  mishappe  and 
mistyde."7 

§  67.  Whanne  Melibee  hadde  herd  dame 
Prudence  maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  he 
seyde  in  this  wyse,  /  *  dame,  I  prey  yow 
that  ye  be  nat  displesed  of  thinges  that  I 
seye ;  /  for  ye  knowe  wel  that  I  am  angry 
and  wrooth,  and  that  is  no  wonder ;  / 
and  they  that  been  wrothe  witen  nat  wel 
what  they  doon,  ne  what  tb^  seyn.  /  3890 
Therfore  the  propheto  seith:  that  "trou- 
bled eyen  han  no  oleer  sighte."/  But 
seyeth  and  conseileth  me  as  yow  lyketh ; 
for  I  am  redy  to  do  right  as  ye  wol 
desjrre ;  /  and  if  ye  repreve  me  of  my 
folye,  I  am  the  more  holden  to  love  yow 
and  to  preyse  yow.  /  For  Salomon  seith  : 
that "  he  that  repreveth  him  that  doth 
folye,  /  he  shal  flnde  gretter  grace  than 
he  that  deceyveth  him  by  swete  wordes. " '  /  2895 

§  68.  Thanne  seide  dame  Prudence,  *  I 
make  no  semblant  of  wratthe  ne  anger 
but  lor  your 'grete  profit.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  ;  "  he  is  more  worth,  that  repreveth 
or  chydeth  a  fool,  for  his  folye,  shewinge 
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him  semblant  of  wratthe,  /  than  ho  that 
Bnpportoth  him  and  preyseth  him  in  his 
misdoinge,  and  laugheth  at  his  folye."  / 
And  this  same  Salomon  seith  afterward : 
that  "by  the  sorweful  visage  of  a  man," 
that  is  to  seyn,  by  the  sory  and  hevy 
countenannce  of  a  man,  /  "  the  fool  cor^ 

3900  recteth  and  amendeth  him-self.** '  / 

§  59.  Thanne  seyde  Helibee, '  *■  I  ahal 
nat  conne  answere  to  so  manye  fitire 
resoons  as  ye  pntten  to  me  and  shewen.  / 
Seyeth  shortly  your  wil  and  your  conseil, 
and  I  am  al  ready  to  fnLQlle  and  par- 
fourne  it.*  / 

§  60.  Thanne  dame  Pmdence  discovered 
al  hir  wil  to  him,  and  seyde,  /  '  I  conseUle 
yow,'  qnod  she,  ^  aboven  alle  thinges,  that 
ye  make  pees  bitwene  god  and  yow ;  / 
and  beth  reconsUed  nn-to  him  and  to  his 

2905  grace.  /  For  as  I  have  seyd  yow  heer- 
bifom,  god  hath  snfired  yow  to  have  this 
tribulacionn  and  disese  for  your  slnnes.  / 
And  if  ye  do  as  I  sey  yow,  god  wol  sende 
yonr  adversaries  nn-to  yow,  /  and  maken 
hem  fallen  at  your  feet,  redy  to  do  your 
wil  and  your  oomandements.  /  For 
Salomon  seith :  "  whan  the  condioionn 
of  man  is  plesaont  and  likinge  to  god,  /  he 
chaungeth  the  hertes  of  the  mannes  adver- 
saries, and  constre^eth  hem  to  biseken 

2910  him  of  pees  and  of  grace.*'  /  And  I  prey 
yow,  lat  me  speke  with  yonr  adversaries 
in  privee  place ;  /  for  th^  shol  nat  knows 
that  it  be  of  yonr  wil  or  your  assent.  / 
And  thanne,  whan  I  knowe  hir  wil  and 
hir  entente,  I  may  conseille  yow  the  more 
senrly.'  / 

§  61.  'Dame,*  quod  Helibee,  'dooth 
your  wil  and  yonr  lykinge,  /  for  I  putte 
me  hooUy  in  your  disposioionn  and  or-. 

3915  dinannce.'  / 

§  62.  Thanne  Dame  Prudence,  whan 
she  saugh  the  gode  wil  of  her  housbonde, 
delibered  and  took  avys  in  hir-self,  / 
thinkings  how  she  mighte  bringe  this 
nede  un-to  a  good  condusioun  and  to 
a  good  ende.  /  And  whan  she  saugh  hir 
tyme,  she  sente  for  thise  adversaries  to 
come  un-to  hir  in-to  a  privee  place,  /  and 
shewed  wysly  un-to  hem  the  grete  goodes 
that   comen   of  pees,/  and   the  grete 


harmes  and  perils  that  been  in  werre ;  /  ^'  > 
and  seyde  to  hem  in  a  goodly  manere, 
how  that  hem  oughte  have  greet  repent- 
aunce  /  of  the  injurie  and  wrong  that 
they  hadden  doon  to  Melibee  hir  lord,  and 
to  hir,  and  to  hir  doghter.  / 

§  68.  And  whan  they  herden  the  good- 
liche  w6rdes  of  dame  Prudence,  /  th^ 
weren  so  surprised  and  ravisshed,  and 
hadden  so  greet  jpye  of  hir,  that  wonder 
was  to  telle.  /  *  A !  lady !  *  quod  th^, 
*ye  ban  shewtMl  un-to  us.**  the  blessinge 
<^  swetneese,**  after  the  sawe  of  David  the 
prophets ;  /  for  the  reoonsilinge  which  29J5 
we  been  nat  worthy  to  have  inno  manere,/ 
but  we  oghte  requeren  it  with  greet  oon- 
tricioun  and  humilitee,  /  ye  of  your  grete 
goodnesse  have  presented  unto  us.  /  Now 
see  we  wel  that' the  science  and  the  con- 
ninge  of  Salomon  is  ful  trewe ;  /  for  he 
seith:  that  "swete  wordes  multiplyen 
and  enoresen  fireendes,  and  maken  shrewes 
to  be  debonaire  and  meke."  /  295. 

§64.  Gertes,'  quod  they,  *we  pntten 
our  dede  and  al  our  matere  and  cause  al 
hoolly  in  your  goode  wil ;  /  and  been  redy 
to  obeye  to  the  speche  and  comandement 
of  my  lord  Melibee.  /  And  theifore,  devt 
and  benigne  lady,  we  preyen  yow  and 
biseke  yow  as  mekely  as  we  conne  and 
mowen,  /  that  it  lyke  un«to  your  grete 
goodnesse  to  fulfiUen  in  dede  yonr  good- 
liche  wordes;/  for  we  consideren  and 
knowUchen  that  we  han  offended  and 
greved  my  lord  Melibee  out  of  mesure ;  /  t^x^ 
so  feiforth,  that  we  be  nat  of  power  to 
maken  hise  amendes.  /  And  therfore 
we  oblige  and  binden  us  and  our  freendes 
to  doon  al  his  wil  and  hise  oomande> 
ments.  /  But  peraventure  he  hath  swich 
hevinesse  and  swich  wratthe  to  ua-ward, 
by-cause  of  our  offence,  /  that  he  wole 
enjoyne  us  swich  a  peyne  as  we  mowe  nat 
here  ne  sustene./  And  therfbre,  noble 
lady,  we  biseke  to  your  wommanly  pitee,  /  s^ 
to  taken  swich  avysement  in  this  nede, 
that  we,  ne  our  freendes,  be  nat  desherited 
ne  destroyed  thurgh  our  folye.'  / 

§  65.  *  Gertes,*  quod  Prudence,  'it  is  an  • 
hard  thing  and  right  perilous,  /  that 
a  man  putte  him  al  outrely  in  the  arbi- 
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txBoiofin  and  judgement,  and  in  the  mig;ht 
and  power  of  hise  enemya.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  !  "  leveth  me,  and  yeveth  credence 
to  that  I  shal  aeyn ;  I  seye,"  qnod  he, 
"ye  peple,  folk,  and  govemours  of  holy 
ehirche,  /  to  thy  sone,  to  thy  "wyf,  to  thy 

J945  freend,  ne  to  thy  hrother  /  ne  yeve  thou 
ne'ver  ntiight  ne  maistrie  of  thy  body,  whyl 
thou  liveBt**  /  Now  aithen  he  defendeth, 
that  man  shal  nat  yeven  to  his  hrother  ne 
to  his  freend  the  might  of  his  body,  /  by 
astrenger  reaoon  he  defendeth  and  for- 
bodeth  a  man  to  yeven  him-self  to  his 
enemy.  /  And  nathelees  I  oonseille  yon, 
that  ye  mistmste  nat  my  lord.  /  For 
I  woot  urel  and  knowe  verraily,  that  he  is 

.7950  debonaire  and  meke,  large,  cnrteys,  /  and 
nothing  desyrons  ne  coveitous  of  good  ne 
riohesse.  /  For  ther  nis  no-thing  in  this 
-world  that  he  deayreth,  save  only  worship 
and  honour.  /  Forther-more  I  knowe 
wel,  and  am  right  sear,  that  he  shal 
no-thing  doon  in  this  nede  with-onten 
my  oonseiL  /  And  I  shal  so  werken  in 
this  oanse,  that,  by  grace  of  oar  lord 
god,  ye  shal  been  reoonsiled  nn-to  as.'  / 

§  66.  Thanne  seyden  they  with  o  vois, 
*  worshipfol  lady,  we  patten  as  and  oar 
goodes  al  ftdly  in  your  wil  and  disposi- 

-2955  cioon ;  /  and  been  redy  to  oomen,  what 
day  that  it  lyke  an*to  yoor  noblesse  to 
limite  as  or  assigne  otf,  /  for  to  maken  oar 
obligaoionn  and  bond  as  strong  as  it 
lyketh  nn-to  yoor  goodnesse ;  /  that  we 
mowe  AilflUe  the  wille  of  yow  and  of  my 
lord  MeUbee.'  / 

§67.  Whan  dame  Pradenoehadde  herd 
the  answeres  of  thise  men,  she  bad 
hem  goon  agayn  priyely ;  /  and  she  re- 
toamed  to  hir  lord  Helibee,  and  tolde 
him  how  she  fond  hise  adversaries  ftil 

3960  repentant,  /  knowlechinge  fol  lowely  hir 
sinnes  and  trespas,  and  how  they  were 
redy  to  saffren  al  peyne,  /  reqairinge 
and  preyinge  him  of  mercy  and  pitee.  / 

§  68.  Thanne  Beiyde  Melibee,  '  he  is  wel 
worthy  to  have  pardoan  and  foryifnease 
of  hissinne,  that  excoseth  nat  hissinne,  / 
bat  knowleeheth  it  and  repenteth  him, 
axinge  indolgenoe.  /  For  Senek  seith  : 
**  ther  is  the  xemiaaioan  and  foiyifiiesse, 


whereas  confessioon  is  " ;  /  for  confession  396^ 
is  neighebore  to  innocence.  /  And  he 
seith  in  another  place :  "  he  that  hath 
shame  for  his  sinne  and  ^nowlecheth  it, 
is  worthy  remiasioan."  And  therfore  I 
assente  and  conferme  me  to  have  pees ;  / 
bat  it  is  good  that  we  do  it  nat  with-oaten 
the  assent  and  wil  of  oar  freendes.'  / 

§  68.  Thanne  woa  Pradenoe  right  glad 
and  joyefol,  and  seyde,  /  ^Certes,  sir,* 
qaod  she,  *ye  han  wel  and  goodly  an- 
swered. /  For  right  as  by  the  conseil,  2970 
assent,  and  help  of  yoar  Areendes,  ye  han 
been  stired  to  venge  yow  and  maken 
werre,/  right  so  with-oaten  hir  conseil 
shal  ye  nat  accorden  yow,  ne  have  peea 
with  yoar  adversaries.  /  For  the  lawe 
seith :  "  ther  nis  no-thing  so  good  by  wey 
of  kinde,  as  a  thing  to  been  xmbonnde  by 
him  that  it  was  y-boande." '  / 

§  70.  And  thanne  dame  Pradence, 
with-oaten  delay  or  taiyinge,  sente  anon 
hir  messages  for  hir  kin,  and  for  hir  olde 
freendes  whiche  that  were  trewe  and 
wyse,  /  and  tolde  hem  by  ordre,  in  the 
presence  of  Melibee,  al  this  matere  as  it 
is  aboven  expressed  and  declared ;  /  and  2975 
preyden  hem  that  they  wolde  yeven  hir 
avys  and  conseil,  what  best  were  to  doon 
in  this  nede.  /  ^d  whan  Melibees 
£reendes  hadde  taken  hir  avys  and  de- 
liberacioon  of  the  forseide  matere,  /  and 
hadden  examined  it  by  greet  bisinesse 
and  greet  diligence,  /  they  yave  fill  conseil 
for  to  have  pees  and  reste ;  /  and  that 
Melibee  sholde  receyve  with  good  herte 
hise  adversaries  to  fozyifhesse  and  mercy./  2980 

§  71.  And  whan  diune  Pradence  hadde 
herd  the  assent  of  hir  lord  Melibee,  and 
the  conseil  of  hise  freendes,  /  accorde 
with  hir  wille  and  hir  entencioon,  /  she 
was  wonderly  glad  in  hir  herte,  and 
seyde  :  /  *  ther  is  an  old  proverbe,'  qaod 
she,  *  seith :  that  "the  goodnesse  that 
thoa  nayst  do  this  day,  do  it ;  /  and 
abyde  nat  ne  delaye  it  nat  til  to-morwe."  /  3985 
And  therfore  I  oonseille  that  ye  sende 
your  messages,  swiche  as  been  discrete 
and  wyse,  /  on-to  yoor  adversaries ;  tel- 
linge  hem,  on  yoar  bihalve,  /  that  if  they 
wole  trete  of  pees  and  of  accord,  /  that 
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tliey   ahape    lioxn,  with-outen    delay  or 
taiying,  to  comen  im-to  us.'  /    Which 

3990  thing  p&rfonmed  was  in  dede.  /  And 
whanne  thiae  tiisspasBoars  and  repeniinge 
foUc  of  hir  folies,  that  ia  to  sejn,  the  ad- 
yenaries  of  Melibee,  /  hadden  herd  what 
thise  mesaagerB  seyden  im-to  hem,  /  they 
weren  right  glad  and  joyeiiil,  and  an- 
swereden  fol  mekely  and  benignely,  / 
yeldingo  graces  and  thankingee  to  hir 
lord  Melibee  and  to  al  his  oompanye ;  / 
and  shopen  hem,  with-onten  delay,  to  go 
with  the  messagers,   and  obeye  to  the 

2995  oomandement  of  hir  lord  Melibee.  / 

§  72.  And  right  anon  they  token  hir 
wey  to  the  coart  of  Melibee,  /  and  token 
with  hem  somme  of  hir  trewe  f^reendes, 
to  maken  feith  for  hem  and  for  to  been 
hir  borwea.  /  And  whan  they  were 
comen  to  the  presence  of  Melibee,  he  seyde 
hem  thise  wordes :  /  *  it  standeth  thus,' 
quod  Melibee,  'and  sootK  it  is,  that 
ye,  /  causeless,  and  with-onten  skile  and 

3UUO  resoxm,  /  han  doon  grete  iignries  and 
wronges  to  mo  and  to  my  wyf  Fmdenoe, 
and  to  my  doghter  also.  /  For  ye  han 
cntred  in-to  myn  hous  by  violence,  /  and 
have  doon  swich  outrage,  that  alio  men 
knowen  wel  that  ye  have  deserved  the 
deeth ;  /  and  therfc^  wol  I  knowe  and 
wite  of  yow,  /  whether  ye  wol  putte  the 
ponissement  and  the  chastysinge  and  the 
vengeance  of  this  outrage  in  the  wil  of 
me  and  of  my  wyf  Prudence ;  or  ye  wol 

3«>5  nat  ? '  / 

§  78.  Thanne  the  wyseste  of  hem  three 
answerdo  for  hem  alle,  and  seyde :  / 
'  sire,'  quod  he,  '  we  knowen  wel,  that  wo 
been  unworthy  to  comen  un-to  the  court 
of  so  greet  a  lord  and  to  worthy  as  ye 
been.  /  For  we  han  so  greetly  "*Vft¥^" 
us,  and  han  offended  and  agilt  in  swich 
a  wyse  agayn  your  heigh  lordshipe,  / 
that  trewely  we  han  deserved  the  deeth./ 
But  yet,  for  the  grete  goodnesse  and 
debonairetee  that  all  the  world  witnesseth 

3010  of  your  persone,  /  we  submitten  us  to  the 
excellence  and  benignitee  of  your  gracious 
lordshipe,  /  and  been  redy  to  obeie  to  alle 
your  comandements ;  /  bisekinge  yow, 
that  of  your  merciable  pitee  ye  wol  con- 


sidere  our  grete  repentaunoe  and  lowe 
submissioun,  /  and  graunten  us  foiyeve- 
nesse  of  our  outrageous  trespas  and  of- 
fence. /  Eor  wel  we  knowe,  that  your 
liberal  grace  and  mercy  streochen  hem 
farther  in-to  goodnesse,  than  doon  our 
outrageouse  giltes  and  trespas  in-to  wik- 
kednesae ;  /  al-be-it  that  cursedly  and  301' 
dampnably  we  han  agilt  agayn  your 
heigh  lordshipe.'/ 

§  74.  Thanne  Melibee  took  hem  up  fro 
the  ground  ful  benignely,  /  and  reoeyved 
hir  obligaoiouns  and  hir  bondes  by  hir 
othes  up^n  hir  plegges  and  borwes,  / 
and  assigned  hem  a  certeyn  di^  to  ro- 
toume  un-to  his  court,  /  for  to  aooepto 
and  receyve  the  sentence  and  jugement 
that  Melibee  wdde  comande  to  be  doon 
on  hem  by  the  canaes  afore-seyd ;  /  whicho  yjyj 
thingesordeyned,  every  man  retoumed  to 
his  hous.  / 

§  75.  And  whan  that  dame  Prudence 
saugh  hir  tyme,  she  fxeyned  and  axed 
hir  lord  Melibee,  /  what  vengeance  ho 
thoughte  to  taken  of  hise  adversaries  ?/ 

§  76.  To  which  Melibee  answerde  and 
seyde,  'certes,'  quod  he,  'I  thinke  and 
purpose  me  fully  /  to  dedierite  hem  of  al 
that  ever  they  han,  and  for  to  putte  hem 
in  exil  for  ever.'  /  30:; 

§  77.  'Certes,'  quod  dame  Pruaence, 
'  this  were  a  cruel  senteQoo,  and  muchel 
agayn  reaoun.  /  For  ye  been  xiche  y- 
nongh,  and  han  no  nede  of  other  mennes 
good;/  and  ye  mighte  lightly  in  this 
wyse  gete  yow  a  coveitous  name,  /  which 
is  a  vicious  thing,  and  oghte  been 
eschewed  of  eveiy  good  man.  /  For  after 
the  sawe  of  the  word  of  the  apostle : 
'^  coveitise  is  rote  of  alle  hannea."  /  And  jogc 
therfore,  it  were  bettre  for  yow  to  leae  so 
muchel  good  of  your  owene,  than  for  to 
taken  of  hir  good  in  this  manere.  /  For 
bettre  it  is  to  lesen  good  with  worshipe, 
than  it  is  to  winne  good  with  vileinye 
and  shame.  /  And  every  man  oghte  t4) 
doon  his  diligence  and  his  biaineaae  to 
geten  him  a  good  name.  /  And  yet  shal 
ho  nat  only  bisie  him  in  kepinge  of  his 
good  name,  /  but  he  shal  also  enforoen 
htm  alwey  to  do  aom-thing  by  which  ho 
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yu55  m^y  renovelle  his  good  name;  /  for  it  ib 
writen,  that  *'tho  olde  good  loos  or  good 
name  of  a  man  ib  sone  goon  and  paned, 
whan  it  is  nat  newed  ne  renovelled/*  / 
And  as  toochinge  that  ye  seyn,  ye  wole 
exile  yonr  adversaries,  /  that  thinketh 
me  mnohel  agayn  resonn  and  out  of 
mesare,  /  considered  the  power  that  they 
han  yeve  yow  njMin  hem*Belf.  /  And  it 
is  writen,  that  "  he  is  worthy  to  lesen  his 
privilege  that  misoseth  the  might  and 

1040  the  power  that  is  yeven  him."  /  And  I 
sette  oas  ye  mighte  enjoyne  hem  that 
peyno  by  right  and  by  lawe,  /  which  I 
trowe  ye  mowe  nat  do,  /  I  seye,  ye  mighte 
nat  pntten  it  to  ezeonoioun  per-aven- 
tnre,  /  and  thanne  were  it  lykly  to  re- 
toame  to  the  werre  as  it  was  bifom.  / 
And  therfore,  if  ye  wole  that  men  do  yow 
obeisance,  ye  moste  demon   more  cor- 

(045  teisly ;  /  this  is  to  SQyn,  ye  moste  yeven 
more  esy  sentences  and  jngements.  / 
For  it  is  writen,  that  "he  that  most 
cnrteisly  oomandeth,  to  him  men  most 
obeyen."/  And  therfore,  I  prey  yow 
that  in  this  necessitee  and  in  this  node, 
ye  caste  yow  to  overcome  yonr  herte.  / 
For  Senek  seith:  that  **he  that  over- 
(someth  his  herte,  overoometh  twyes.*'  / 
And  ToUins    seith:  "ther  is  no-thing 

f  (J90  BO  oomendable  in  a  greet  lord  /  as  whan 
he  is  debonaire  and  meke,  and  appeseth 
him  lightly."  /  And  I  prey  yow  that  ye 
wole  forbore  now  to  do  vengeance,  /  in 
swich  a  manere,  that  yonr  goode  name 
may  be  kept  and  conserved ;  /  and  that 
Aien  mowe  have  canse  and  matere  to 
preyse  yow  of  pitee  and  of  mercy ;  /  and 
that  ye  have  no  canse  to  repente  yow  of 

!lo55  thing  that  ye  doon.  /  For  Senek  seith : 
'*  he  overcometh  in  an  yvel  manere,  that 
repenteth  him  of  his  victorie.'*  /  Wher- 
fore  I  pray  yow,  lat  mercy  been  in  your 
minde  and  in  your  herte,  /  to  th'effect 


and  entente  that  god  almighty  have 
mercy  on  yow  in  his  laste  jngement.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  his  epistle : 
"jngement  withouten  mercy  shal  bo 
doon  to  him,  that  hath  no  mercy  of 
another  wight." '  / 

§  78.  "Whanne  Melibee  hadde  herd  the 
grete  skiles  and  resouns  of  dame  Pru* 
denoe,  and  hir  wise  informaciouns  and 
techinges,  /  his  herte  gan  enclyne  to  the  3^^ 
wil  of  his  wyf,  oonsideringe  hir  trewo 
entente;  /  and  conformed  him  anon, 
and  assented  Ailly  to  werken  after  hir 
oonseil;/  and  thonked  god,  of  whom 
prooedetii  al  vertn  and  alle  goodnesse, 
that  him  sente  a  wyf  of  so  greet  discre- 
oioon./  And  whan  the  day  cam  that 
hise  adversaries  sholde  apperen  in  his 
presence,  /  he  spak  unto  hem  ful  goodly, 
and  seyde  in  this  wyse  :  /  *  al-be-it  so  that  3065 
of  your  piyde  and  presumpcionn  and 
folic,  and  of  your  necligence  and  un- 
conninge,  /  ye  have  misbom  yow  and 
trespassed  un-to  me ;  /  yet,  for  as  much 
as  I  see  and  biholde  your  grete  humilitee,  / 
and  that  ye  been  sory  and  repentant  of 
your  gUtes,  /  it  constreyneth  me  to  doon 
yow  grace  and  meroy.  /  Therfore  I  re-  yajKy 
oeyve  yow  to  my  grace,  /  and  foryeve 
yow  outrely  alle  the  offenoes,  injuries, 
and  wronges,  that  yo  have  doon  agayn 
me  and  myne  ;  /  to  this  effect  and  to  this 
ende,  that  god  of  his  endelees  mercy  / 
wole  at  the  tyme  of  our  dyinge  foiyeven 
us  our  giltes  that  we  han  trespassed  to 
h  im  in  this  wrecched  world.  /  For  doute- 
lees,  if  we  be  soiy  and  repentant  of  the 
sinnes  and  giltes  whiche  we  han  tres- 
passed in  the  sighte  of  our  lord  god,  /  he  3075 
is  so*  free  and  so  merciable,  /  that  he 
wole  foryeven  us  our  giltes,  /  and  bringen 
us  to  his  blisse  that  never  hath  ende. 
Amen.'/  3078 


Here  is  ended  Chaueera  Tale  of  Melibee  and  of  Dame  Prudence. 
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Wrax  ended  was  my  tale  of  Melibee, 
Andof  Pradenceandhirbenignitee,  3080 
Oar  hofite  seyde,  *  as  I  am  faithiiil  man, 
And  by  the  predons  corpua  Madrian^ 
I  hadde  lever  than  a  barel  ale 
That  goode  lief  my  -wyf  hadde  herd  this 

tale! 
For  she  nis  no-thing  of  swich  paoience 
As  was  this  Melibeus  wyf  Prudence.  5086 
By  goddes  bones !  whan  I  bete  my  knaves, 
She  bringth  me  forth  the  grete  clobbed 

staves,  <io) 

And  ciyeth,  "  alee  the  dogges  everichoon. 
And  brek  hem,  bothe  bak  and  eveiy  boon." 
And  if  that  any  neighebor  of  myne      3091 
Wol  nat  in  chirche  to  my  wyf  enolyne, 
Or  be  so  hardy  to  hir  to  trespace, 
Whan  she  oomth  hoom,  she  rampeth  in 

my  face,  3094 

And  cryeth,  **  fiJse  coward,  wreek  thy  wyf ! 
By  corpuM  bones !  I  wol  have  thy  knyf, 
And  thou  shalt  have  my  distaf  and  go 

spinne ! " 
Fro  day  to  night  right  thus  she  wol  bi- 

ginne  ; —  •    (ao) 

*'  Alias ! "  she  seith,  "that  ever  I  was  shape 
To  wedde  a  milksop  or  a  coward  ape,  3 100 
That  wol  be  overlad  with  every  wight ! 
Thou  darst  nat  stonden  by  thy  wyves 

right!" 
This  is  my  lyf,  bnt-if  that  I  wol  fighte  ; 
And  out  at  dore  anon  I  moot  me  dighte, 
Or  elles  I  am  bat  lost,  bat-if  that  I     3105 
Be  lyk  a  wilde  leoon  fool-hardy. 
I  woot  wel  she  wol  do  me  slee  som  day 
Som  neighebor,  and  thanne  go  my  wey.  (30) 


For  I  am  perilons  with  knyf  in  honde, 
Al  be  it  that  I  dar  nat  hir  withstonde,  31  to 
For  she  is  big  in  armes,  by  my  feith. 
That  shal  he  ilnde,  that  hir  misdooth  or 

seith. 
Bnt  lat  jM  passe  awey  fto  this  matere. 
Hy  lord  the  Monk,*  qood  he,  *  be  meiy 

of  ohere; 
For  ye  shal  telle  a  tale  trewely.  3115 

Lo !  Boachestre  stant  heer  faste  by ! 
Byd  forth,  myn  owene  lord,  brek  nat  oar 

game,  (39) 

Bat,  by  my  troathe,Iknowe  natyoorname, 
Wher  shal  I  calle  yow  my  lord  dan  John, 
Or  dan  Thomas,  or  elles  dan  Albon?    31  ao 
Of  what  hoos  be  ye,  by  yoar  fader  kin  ? 
I  vow  to  god,  thoa  hast  a  fal  fair  skin. 
It  is  a  gentil  pastors  ther  then  goost ; 
Thoa  art  nat  lyk  a  iwnaimt  or  a  goosL 
Upon  my  feith,  thoa  art  som  officer,  5125 
Some  worthy  sexteyn,  or  som  celerer, 
For  by  my  fiider  scale,  as  to  my  doom, 
Thoa  art  a  maister  whan  thoa  artot  hoom ; 
No  povre  cloisterer,  ne  no  novys,  (51 ) 

Bat  a  govemoor,  wyly  and  wya.  3130 

And  therwithal  of  brawnes  and  of  bones 
A  wel-faring  persons  for  the  nones. 
I  pray  to  god,  yeve  him  ooninsioon 
That  first  thee  broghte  nn-to  religiofon ; 
Thoa  woldest  han  been  a  trede-foal  aright, 
Haddestow  as  greet  a  leve,  as  thoa  hast 

might  3136 

To  parfoame  al  thy  lost  in  engendmre, 
Tho«  haddest  bigeten  many  a  areatore. 
Alas  I  why  werestow  so  wyd  a  oope?      (61 ) 
I  Qodyevemesorwe !  bat,  and  I  were  a  pope, 
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Xot  only  ihoa,  bnt  evezy  mighty  xnaa,  3 14 1 
Thogh  he  were  shorn  Ail  hye  upon  his  pan, 
Sholde  have  a  wyf ;  fbr  al  the  world  is  lorn ! 
Beligionn  hath  take  up  al  the  com  3144 
Of  treding,and  we  borel  men  hen  shrimpes ! 
Of  feble  trees  ther  comen  wrecched  impes. 
This  maketh    that  mxr  heires  been  so 

■dendre  (69) 

Andfeble,  that  they  may  natwelengendre. 
This  maketh  that  otir  wyves  wol  assaye 
Religions  folk,  for  ye  may  bettre  paye  3150 
Of  Venus  payements  than  mowe  we ; 
Ood  woot,  no  Inssheburghes  payen  ye ! 
But  be  nat  wrooth,  vaj  lord,  for  that  I 

pleye; 
Folofte  in  game  asooth  I  have  herd  seye.' 
This  worthy  monk  took  al  in  paoience, 
And  s^yde,  *  I  wol  doon  al  my  diligence, 
As  fer  as  sooneth  in-to  honestee,         3157 
To  telle  yow  a  tale,  or  two,  or  three.    (80) 
And  if  yow  list  to  herkne  hiderward, 
I  wol  yow  seyn  the  lyf  of  seint  Edward ; 


Or  elles  first  Tragedies  wol  I  telle       3161 
Of  whiohe  I  have  an  hundred  in  my  oelle. 
Tragedie  is  to  seyn  a  certeyn  stone, 
As  olde  bokes  maken  us  memorie. 
Of  him  that  stood  in  greet  prosperitee  3165 
And  is  y-fallen  out  of  heigh  degree 
Into  miserie,  and  endeth  wrecchedly. 
And  they  ben  versifyed  comunly  (90) 

Of  six  feet,  which  men  depe  exametron. 
In  prose  eek  been  endyted  many  oon,  3170 
And  eek  in  metre,  in  many  a  sondry  wyse. 
Lo !  this  declaring  oughte  y-nough  suffise. 
Now  herknefch,  if  yow  lyketh  for  to  here ; 
But  first  I  yow  biseke  in  this  matere,  3 1 74 
Though  I  by  ordre  telle  nat  thise  thinges, 
Be  it  of  popes,  emperonrs,  or  kinges, 
After  hir  ages,  as  men  writen  finde,  (99) 
*But  telle  hem  som  bifore  and  som  bihinde, 
As  it  now  comth  un-to  my  remembraunoe ; 
Hayeme  excused  of  mynignoraunoe.'  3180 

JExplicU. 


THE   MONKES  TALE. 


Here  biglnneth  the  Monkes  Tale,  de  Caaibns  Vlromm  Dliistrliim. 


I  woi<  biwayle  in  manor  of  Tragedie 
The  harm  of  hem  that  stode  in  heigh  de- 
gree, 
And  fillen  so  that  ther  nas  no  remedie 
To  bringe  hem  out  of  hir  adyersitee ;    3 184 
For  oertein,  whan  that  fortune  list  to  flee, 
Ther  may  no  man  the  cours  of  hir  with- 
holds; 
Lat  no  man  truste  on  blind  prosperitee  ; 
Be  war  by  thise  ensamples  trewe  and  olde. 

Lccimt. 

At  Lucifer,  though  he  an  angel  were, 
And  nat  a  man,  at  him  I  wol  biginne;  3190 
Por,thogh  fortune  may  non  angel dere,  (i  i) 


From  heigh  degree  yet  fel  he  for  his  sinne 
Doun  in-to  helle,  wher  he  yet  is  inne. 
O  Lucifer !  brightest  of  angels  alle. 
Now  artow  Sathanas,   that  niaist   nat 
twinne  3195 

Out  of  miserie,  in  which  that  thou  art  falle. 

Adam. 

Lo  Adam,  in  the  fold  of  Damassene, 
With  goddes  owene  finger  wroght  was  he. 
And  nat  bigeten  of  mannes  sperme  un- 

clene, 
And  welte  al  Pftradys,  saving  o  tree.     3200 
Had  never  worldly  man  so  heigh  degree 
As  Adam,  til  he  for  misgovemaunce    (22) 
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Was  drive  out  of  his  hyo  prosperitee 

To  labour,  and  tohelle,  andtomeschAunco. 

SiLMPSOK. 

Lo  Sampson,  which  that  was  annunoiat 
By  th'angel,  longo  er  his  nativitee,      3206 
And  was  to  god  almighty  consecrat, 
And  stood  in  noblesse,  whyl  he  mighte  see. 
Was  never  swich  another  as  was  he. 
To  speke  of  strengthe,  and  therwith  hardi- 

nesse;  3210 

But  to  his  wyves  tolde  he  his  secree,  C^i) 
Through  which    he    slow    him-self,  for 

wreochednesse. 

Sampson,  this  noble  almighty  championn, 
Withouten  wepen  save  his  hondes  tweye, 
He  slow  and  al  to-rente  the  leoun,  331  jf 
Toward  his  wedding  walking  by  the  weye. 
His  false  wyf  ooude  him  so  plese  and 

preye 
Til  she  his  conseil  knew,  and  she  untrewe 
Un-tohisfooshisconseilganbiwreye,  3319 
And  him  forsook,  and  took  another  newe. 

Three  hundred  foxes  took  Sampson  for  ire, 
And  alio  hir  tayles  he  togider  bond,    (42) 
And  sette  the  foxes  tayles  alle  on  fire, 
For  he  on  every  tayl  had  knit  a  brond ; 
And  they  brende  alle  the  comes  in  that 
lond,  3225 

And  alle  hir  oliveres  and  rynea  eek. 
A  thousand  men  he  slow  eek  with  his  hond. 
And  had  no  wepen  but  an  asses  cheek. 


Whan  they  were  slayn,  so  thursted  him 
that  he  3329 

Was  wel  ny  lorn,  for  which  he  gan  to  preye 
That  god  wolde  on  his  peyne  han  som 
pitee,  (51) 

And  sende  him  drinke,  or  elles  moste  he 

deye; 
And  of  this  asses  cheke,  that  was  dreye. 
Out  of  a  wan^tooth  sprang  anon  a  welle, 
Of  which  he  drank  y-nogh,  sliortly  to  seye, 
Thus  heelp  him  god,  as  Jtidieum  can  telle. 

By  verray  force,  at  Gh«m,  on  a  night,  3237 
Maugree  PhUlstiens  of  that  citee. 
The  gates  of  the  toun  he  hath  up-plight, 
And  on  his  bak  y-caried  hem  hath  he  3240 


Hye  on  an  hillo,  that  men  mighte  hem 
see.  (61) 

O  noble  almighty  Sampson,  leef  and  dare, 
Had  thou  nat  told  to  wommen  thy  ■eczee. 
In  al  this  wurlde  no  hadde  been  thy  pen ! 

This  Sampson  never  aiosr  dzank  ne  wyn, 
Ne  on  his  heed  cam  rasour  noon  ne  shere. 
By  precept  of  the  messager  divyn,  5247 
For  alle  his  stvengtlies  in  liis  hexes  were ; 
And  fully  twenty  winter,  yeer  fay  yere, 
He  hadde  of  Israel  the  govemannpe.  3250 
But  sone  shal  he  wepen  many  a  tern,  (71; 
For  wommen  shal  him  bringwi  to  mes- 
chaunce! 

Un-to  his  lemman  Dalida  he  tolde 
That  in  his  heres  al  his  strengthe  1^, 
And  falsly  to  his  fo-men  she  him  solde. 
Andslepinginhirbarmeup-onaday    3256 
She  made  to  olippe  or  shore  his  heer  awey, 
And  made  his  fo-men  ol  his  craft  espyen  ; 
And  whan  that  they  him  fonde  in  this 

array. 
They  bounde  him  faste,  and  putten  out  his 

yfln.  326a 

But  er  his  heer  were  clipped  or  y-shave,  (81  > 
Ther  was  no  bond  with  which  men  might 

him  bindo ; 
But  now  is  he  in  prisoun  in  a  cave, 
Whereas  they  made  him  at  the  quemo 

grinde.  3264 

O  noble  Sampson,  strongest  of  mankin«le, 
O  whylom  jngo  in  glorio  and  in  ricliesso. 
Now  maystow  wepen  with  thyn  y6u  blinde, 
Sith  thou  fro  wele  art  iisJle  in  wreoched« 


Th'ende  of  this  caytif  was  as  I  shal  seyt) ; 
His  fo-men  made  a  feste  upon  a  day,  3270 
And  made  him  as  hir  foolbifore  hemple^^e, 
And  tliis  was  in  a  temple  of  greet  arr^y.  (92) 
But  atte  last  he  made  a  foul  affray ; 
For  he  two  pilera  shook,  and  made  hem 
falle,  3274 

And  doun  ill  temple  and  al,  and  ther  it  la>'. 
And  slow  him-self,  and  eek  his  fo-men  alle. 

This  is  to  seyn,  the  princes  everiohoon. 
And  eek  three  thousand  bodies  wer  ther 
slayn  (98) 
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With  ftUinir  of  the  grete  temple  of  stoon. 
Of  Sunpeon  now  wol  I  xu^more  seyn.  3280 
Beth  war  by  this  eneaxnple  old  and  playn 
Thftt  no  men  telle  hir  oonaeil  til  hir  wjrves 
Of  swieh  thing  ae  they  wolde  han  secree 

If  thai  it  tonohe  hlr  linunee  or  hir  lyyes. 

HXBCULKS. 

Of  Hercules  the  soveieyn  oonqnerour  3285 
Singen  his  workee  lande  and  heigh  renonn ; 
For  in  his  tyme  of  strengthe  he  was  the 

floor. 
He  slow,  and  rafte  the  skin  of  the  leonn  ; 
He  of  (}entaaro8  leyde  the  boost  adoon ; 
He  Arpiesslow,  the  omel  briddesfelle ;  3290 
Ho  goldenapples  rafte  of  the  dragoon ;  (i  1 1) 
He  drew  oot  Oerberos,  the  hoond  of  hdle  : 

He  slow  the  oroel  tyrant  Busims, 

And  made  his  hors  to  frete  him,  flesh  and 

boon; 
He  slow  the  firy  serpent  venimoos ;    3J95 
Of  Achelois  two  homeSf  he  bnik  oon  ; 
And  he  slow  Cacos  in  a  cave  of  stoon  ; 
He  slow  the  geaunt  Antheos  the  stronge ; 
He  slow  the  grisly  boor,  and  that  anoon, 
And  bar  the  heven  on  his  nekke  longe.  3300 

Was  never  wight,  sith  that  the  world 
bigan,  (iji) 

That  slow  so  many  monsties  as  dide  he. 

Thnrgh-oat  this  wydo  world  his  name  ran, 

What  for  liis  strengthe,  and  for  his  heigh 
boontee,  3304 

And  every  reanme  wente  he  for  to  see. 

He  was  so  strong  that  no  man  mighte  him 
lette; 

At  bothe  the  worldes  endes,  seith  Trophee, 

Ij>  stede  of  bonndes,  he  a  piler  sette. 

A  lemman  hadde  this  noble  champioon, 
That  highte  Dianira,  fresh  as  May ;  3310 
And,  as  thise  derkesmaken  menciooA,  (13 1 ) 
She  hath  him  sent  a  sherte  fresh  and  gsy. 
Alias !  this  sherte,  alios  and  weylaway ! 
Envenimed  was  so  sobtilly  with-alle,  3314 
That,  er  that  he  had  wered  it  half  a  day, 
It  made  his  flesh  al  ftom  his  bones  falle. 

But  nathelees  somme  clerkes  hir  excosen 
By  oon  that  highte  Sessos,  that  it  maked ; 


Be  as  be  may,  I  wol  hir  noght  aoonsen ; 
Bnt  on  his  bak  this  sherte  he  wered  al 
naked,  3320 

Til  that  his  flesh  was  for  the  venim  blaked. 
And  whan  hesey  noon  other  remedye,  (14a) 
In  bote  coles  he  hath  him-selven  rsked, 
For  with  no  venim  deyned  him  to  dye. 

Thus  staif  this  worthy  mighty  Hercules ; 

Lo,  who  may  troste  on  fortnne  any 
throwe  ?  33^ 

For  him  that  fol  weth  al  this  world  of  prees, 

Er  he  be  war,  is  oAe  y-leyd  fol  lowe. 

Fol  wys  is  he  that  can  him-selven  knowe. 

Beth  war,  for  whan  that  fortune  list  to 
glose,  .  3330 

Than  wayteth  she  hir  man  to  overthrowe 

By  svdch  a  wey  as  he  wolde  leest  sop- 
pose.  (152) 

Nabuoodoxosob  (Nebucradkzzzab). 

The  mighty  trone,  the  predoos  tresor, 
The  glorious  oeptre  and  royal  magestee 
That  hadde  the  king  Nabogodonosor,  3335 
With  tonge  unnethe  toAy  disoiyved  he. 
He  twyfis  wan  Jerusalem  the  citee ; 
The  vessel  of  the  temple  he  with  him  ladde. 
At  Babiloyne  was  his  sovereyn  see,     3339 
In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delyt  he  hadde. 

The  fairest  children  of  the  blood  royal  (161) 
Of  Israel  he  leet  do  gelde  anoon, 
And  maked  ech  of  hem  to  been  his  thraL 
Amonges  othero  Daniel  was  oon,  3344 
That  was  the  wysest  child  of  everichoon  ; 
For  he  the  dremes  of  the  king  expouned, 
Wher-as  in  Chaldey  clerk  ne  was  ther  noon 
That  wiste  to  what  fyn  his  dremes  souned. 

This  proude  king  leet  make  a  statue  of 
golde,  3349 

Sixty  cubytes  long,  and  seven  in  brede, 
To  which  image  bothe  yonge  and  olde  (171) 
Comaunded  he  to  louto,  and  have  in  drede ; 
Or  in  a  foumesrs  fhl  of  flambes  rede 
He  shal  be  brent,  that  wolde  noght  obeye. 
But  never  wolde  assente  to  that  dede  3355 
Daniel,  ne  his  yonge  felawes  tweya 

This  king  of  kinges  proud  was  and  elaat, 
He  wende  that  god,  that  sit  in  magestee, 
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Ne  mighte  him  nat  bizeve  of  his  estaat : 
Bat  8ode.ynly  he  loete  his  dignitee,      3360 
And  lyk  a  beste  him  seined  for  to  be,    (181) 
And  eet  hay  as  an  oze,  and  lay  ther-onte ; 
In  reyn  with  wilde  bestes  walked  he, 
Til  certein  tyme  was  y-oome  abonte. 

And  lyk  an  egles  fetheres  wexe  his  heres, 
His  nayles  lyk  a  briddes  clawes  were  ;  3366 
Til  god  rclessed  him  a  certein  yeres, 
And  yaf  him  wit ;  and  than  with  many  a 

tere 
He  thanked  god,  and  ever  his  lyf  in  fere 
Was  he  to  doon  amis,  or  more  trespaoe,  3370 
And,  til  that  tyme  he  leyd  was  on  his 

here. 
He  knew  that  god  was  ful  of  might  and 

grace.  (193) 

Balthasab  (Bxlshazzab). 

His  sone,  which  that  highte  Balthasar, 
That  hoeld  the  regne  after  his  fader  day. 
He  by  his  fader  conde  nonght  be  war,  3375 
For  proud  he  was  af  herte  and  of  array ; 
And  eek  an  ydolostre  was  he  ay. 
His  hye  estaat  assured  him  in  pryde. 
But  fortone  oaste  him  donn,  and  ther  he 

lay, 
And  sodeynly  his  regne  gan  divyde.    3380 

A  feste  he  made  un-to  his  lordra  aUe  (201) 
Up-on  a  tyme,  and  bad  hem  blythe  be, 
And  than  his  officeres  gan  he  cedlo — 
*  Goth,  bringeth  forth  the  vessels,' [tho] 
quod  he,  3384 

^  Which  that  my  fader,  in  his  prosperitee, 
Out  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  birafke. 
And  to  our  hye  goddes  thanke  we 
Of  honour,  that  our  eldres  with  us  lafte.' 

His  wyf,  his  lordes,  and  his  ooncubynes 
Ay  dronken,  whyl  hir  appetytes  laste,  3390 
Out  of  thise  noble  vessels  sundry  wynes  ; 
And  on  a  wal  this  king  his  y6n  caste,  (313) 
And  sey  an  bond  armlees,  that  wroot  fal 

faste. 
For  fere  of  which  he  quook  and  syked 

sore.  3394 

This  hond,  that  Balthasar  so  sore  agaste, 
Wroot  ManCf  techel^  pharea^  and  na-more. 


In  al  that  lond  magicien  waa  noon 
That  coude    expoune   what   this  lettro 

mente; 
But  Daniel  expooned  it  anoon,  3999 

And  seyde,  '  king,  god  to  thy  feider  lente 
Glorie  and  honour,  regne,  tresour,  rente 
And  he  was  pnmd,  and  no-thing  god  ne 

dradde,  (»3) 

And  therfor  god  gret  wreehe  up-on  him 

sente, 
Andhim  birafte  the  regne  that  he  hadde. 

He  was  out  cast  of  mann^  oompanye. 
With  asses  was  his  habitacioun,  3406 
And  eet  hey  as  a  beate  in  weet  and  drye, 
Til  that  he  knew,  by  graoe  and  hy  reaovm. 
That  god  of  heven  hath  dominadoun 
Over  every  regne  and  every  croatore ;  3410 
And  thanne  had  god  of  him  compassioun, 
And  him  restored  his  regne  and  his 
figure.  (^a) 

Bek  thou,  that  art  his  sone,  art  proud  also, 
And  knowest  alle  thise  thinges  verraHy, 
And  art  rebel  to  god,  and  art  his  fo.   3415 
Thou  drank  eek  of  his  vessels  boldely ; 
Thy  wyf  eek  and  thy  wenches  sinfully 
Bronke  of  the  same  vessels  sondry  w^mes, 
And  heriest  false  goddos  cursedly ;      3419 
Therfor  to  thee  y-shapen  fVil  gret  pyne  is. 

This  hand  was  sent  fh>m  god,  that  on  the 

walle  (341) 

Wroot  mane^  ttckely  pharea^  truste  me  ; 
Thy  regno  is  doon,  thou  weyest  noght  at 

alio; 
Divyded  is  thy  regne,  and  it  shal  be  3424 
To  Mcdes  and  to  Perses  yeven,'  quod  he. 
And  thilke  same  night  this  king  was 

slawe. 
And  Darius  oocupyeth  his  degree, 
Thogh  he  therto  had  neither  right  ne 

lawe, 

Lordlnges,  ensample  heer^by  mi^  ye  take 
How    that    in   lordshipe   is   no    siker^ 

nesse;  3430 

For  whan  fortune  wol  a  man  forsake,  (251) 
She  bereth  awey  his  regne  and  his  riohease. 
And  eek  his  i^Bendes,  bothe  mora  and 

lease; 
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For  what  man  that  hath  fireendes  thnrgh 
fortune,  3434 

Mishap  wol  make  hem  enemjs,  I  gease  : 
This  proverbe  is  Axl  sooth  and  ful  00m- 
mune. 

Cbxobxa  (ZehobiaX 
Oenohia,  of  Palimerie  qnene, 
As  writen  Persians  of  hir  noblesse, 
So  worthy  was  in  armes  and  so  kene,  3439 
That  no  wight  passed  hir  in  hardinesse, 
Xe  in  linage,  ne  in  other  gentillesae.  (361) 
Of  kinges  blode  of  Perse  is  she  descended ; 
I  seye  nat  that  she  hadde  most  fairnesse, 
Bat  of  hir  shape  she  mighte  nat  been 
amended.  3444. 

From  hir  childhede  I  finde  that  she  fiedde 
Office  of  wommen,  and  to  wode  she  wente ; 
And  many  a  wilde  hertes  blood  she  shedde 
With  arwes  brode  that  she  to  hem  sente. 
She  was  so  swift  that  she  anon  hem  hente, 
And  whan  that  she  was  elder,  she  wolde 
killo  3450 

Leoons,  lepardes,  and  beres  alto-rente,  (271) 
And  in  hir  armes  welde  hem  at  hir  wille. 

She  dorste  wilde  beestes  dennes  seke, 
And  rennen  in  the  montaignes  al  the 

night, 
And  slepen  nnder  a  bnsh,  and  she  coude 

eke  3455 

Wrastlen  by  verray  force  and  verray  might 
WHh  any  yong  man,  were  he  never  so 

wight; 
Thcr  mighte  no-thing  in  hir  armes  stonde. 
She  kepte   hir  maydenhod  from  every 

wight. 
To  no  man  deigned  hir  for  to  be  bonde.  3460 

Bnt  stte  laste  hir  firendes  han  hir  marled 
ToOdenake,  a  prince  of  that  con  tree,  {2S2) 
Al  were  it  so  that  she  hem  longe  taried  ; 
And  ye  shnl  nnderstonde  how  that  he 
Hadde  swiche  fantasyes  as  hadde  she.  3465 
Bat  nathelees,  whan  they  were  knit  in- 

fere, 
They  lived  in  joye  and  in  felicitee ; 
For  ech  of  hem  hadde  other  leef  and  dere. 

Save  o  thing,  that  she  never  wolde  assente 
By  no  wey,  that  he  sholde  by  hir  lye    5470 


Bat  ones,  for  it  was  hir  pleyn  entente  (api) 
To  have  a  child,  the  world  to  mnltiplye ; 
And  al-so  sons  as  that  she  mighte  espye 
That  she  was  nat  with  chUde  with  that 

dede, 
Than  wolde  she  sofTre  him  doon  his  £etn- 

ta^e  3475 

Efb-sone,  and  nat  bat  ones,  oat  of  drede. 

And  if  she  were  with  childe  at  thilke  oast, 
Na-more  sholde  he  pleyen  thilke  game 
Til  ftdly  fourty  dayes  weren  past  j 
Than  wolde  she  ones  sufire  him  do  the 

same.  3480 

Al  were  this  Odenake  wilde  or  tame,  (301) 
He  gat  na-more  of  hir,  for  thus  she  seyde, 
*  It  was  to  wjrves  lecherye  and  shame 
In  other  cas,  if  that   men   with    hem 

pleyde.*  3484 

Two  sones  by  this  Odenake  hadde  she. 
The  whiche  she  kepte  in  vertu  and  let- 

trare; 
Bnt  now  un-to  our  tale  tame  we. 
I  seye,  so  worshipful  a  creature, 
And  wys  therwith,  and  large  with  mesore. 
So  penible   in  the  werre,  and    cartels 

eke,  3490 

Ke  more  labour  mighte  in  werre  endure. 
Was  noon,  thogh  al  this  world  men  sholde 

seke.  (312) 

Hir  riche  array  ne  mighte  nat  be  told 
As  wol  in  vessel  as  in  hir  clothing ; 
She  was  al  clad  in  perree  and  in  gold,  3495 
And  eek  she  laf  te  noght,  for  noon  hunting. 
To  have  of  sondiy  tonges  ful  knowing, 
Whan  that  she  leyser  hadde,  and  for  to 

entende 
To  lemen  bokes  was  al  hir  lykjng,      3499 
How  she  in  vertu  mighte  hir  lyf  dispende. 

And,  shortly  of  this  storie  for  to  trete,  (32 1) 
So  doughty  was  hir  housbonde  and  eek 

she. 
That  they  conquered  many  regnes  grete 
In  th*orient,  with  many  a  fair  citee, 
Apertenaunt  un-to  the  magestee  3505 

Of  Borne,  and  with  strong  hond  helde 

hem  ful  faste ; 
Ne  never  mighte  hir  fo-men  doon  hem  flee, 
^y  whyl  that  Odenakes  dayes  laste. 
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Hir  batailes,  who-so  list  hem  for  to  rede^ 
Agayn  Sapor  the  king  and  othere  mo,  3510 
And  how  that  al  this  prooes  fll  in  dede,  (33 1 ) 
Why  she  oonquered  and  what  title  had 

therto, 
And  after  of  hir  mesohief  and  hir  wo, 
How  that  she  was  biseged  and  y-take, 
Let  him  nn-to  my  maister  Petrark  go,  3515 
That  writ  y-nongh  of  this,  I  undertake. 

When  Odenake  was  deed,  she  mightily 
The  regnes  heeld,  and  with  hir  propre 

honde 
Agayn  hir  foos  she  fanght  so  cmelly, 
That  ther  nas  king  ne  prince  in  aX  that 

londe  (340)  3520 

That  he  nas  glad,  if  that  he  grace  fonde. 
That  she  ne  wolde  np-on  his  lond  werreye ; 
With  hir  they  made  alliannce  by  bonde 
To  been  in  poes,  and  lete  hir  ryde  and 

pleye. 

The  emperonr  of  Rome,  Clandins,        3525 
Ne  him  bifore,  the  Homayn  Galien, 
Ne  dorste  never  been  so  corageons, 
Ne  noon  Ermyn,  ne  noon  Egipcien, 
Ne  Snrrien,  ne  noon  Arabien, 
Within  the  feld  that  dorste  with  hir  fighte 
Lest  that  she^wolde  hem  with  hir  hondes 
Blen  (A50  3531 

Or  with  hir  meynee  patten  hem  to  flighte. 

In  kinges  habit  wente  hir  sones  two. 
As  heires  of  hir  fadres  regnes  alle, 
And  Hermanno,  and  ThymalaO  3535 

Her  names  were,  as  Persiens  hem  calle. 
Bat  1^  fortane  hath  in  hir  hony  galle ; 
This  mighty  qaene  may  no  whyl  endure. 
Fortane  oat  of  hir  regne  made  hir  falle 
To  wrecohednesse  and  to  misaventare.  3540 

Aorelian,  whan  that  the  govemaance  (361) 
Of  Rome  cam  in-to  his  hondes  tweye, 
He  shoop  np-on  this  queen  to  do  ven- 

geaunce, 
And  with  his  legioans  he  took  his  weye 
Toward  Genobie,  and,  shortly  for  to  seye, 
He  made  hir  flee,  and  atte   laste    hir 

hente,  •  3546 

And  fettred  hir,  and  eek  hir  children 

tweye, 
And  wan  the  lond,  and  hoom  to  Rome  he 

wente. 


Amonges  othere  thinges  that  he  wan, 
Hir  char,  that  was  with  gold  wrought  and 

perroe,  (370)  3S5o 

This  grete  Romayn,  this  Aurelian, 
Hath  with  him  lad,  for  that  men  aholde 

itse& 
Biforen  his  trimnphe  walketh  she 
With  gilte  oh^ynes  on  hir  nekke  ^a^gS^g ; 
Corouned  was  she,  as  after  hir  degree,  3555 
And  tal  of  perree  charged  hir  clothing. 

Alias,  fortane !  she  tlvat  whylom  was 
Dredfol  to  kinges  and  to  emperoures, 
Now  gaoreth  al  the  peple  on  hir,  alias ! 
And  she   that  helmed   was   in   starke 

stonres,  (380)  3560 

And  wan  by  force  tonnes  stronge  and 

toures, 
Shal  on  hir  heed  now  were  a  vitremyte ; 
And  she   that   bar   the    ceptre    ful    of 

floures 
Shal  here  a  distaf ,  hir  cost  for  to  quyte. 
[T.  14380 
(Nkko  foUowi  inT.;  aes  p.  537.) 

DX   PXTRO   RCOB  ISPASntlK. 

O    noble,    o    worthy    Petro,    glorie    of 

Spayne,  [T.  14685 

Whom  fortane  heeld  so  hy  in  magestee, 

Wei  oughten  men  thy  pitous  deeth  oom- 

ployne !  3567 

Out  of  thy  lond  thy  brother  made  thee  flee ; 

And  after,  at  a  soge,  by  subtiltee, 

Thou  were  bitrayed,  and  lad  un-to  his 

tente,  (39«»)  35?> 

WherHis  he  with  his  owene  bond  slow  theet, 

Suooeding  in  thy  regne  and  in  thy  rente. 

The  feeld  of  snow,  with  th*egle  of  blak 
ther-inne,  (T.  14693. 

Caught  with  the  lymrod,  ooloored  as  the 
glode,  3574 

He  brew  this  cuxsednes  and  al  this  sinne. 
The  *  wikked  nest '  was  worker  of  this  nede ; 
Noght  Charles  Oliver,  that  ay  took  hede 
Of  trouthe  and  honour,  but  of  Armorike 
Ghenilon  Oliver,  corrupt  for  mede,       3579 
Broghte  this  worthy  king  in  swich  a  hrike. 

BS  PXTRO  RSOB  Dl  CiPBOw 

O  worthy  Petro,  king  of  Oypre,  also,  (401) 
That  Alisaundre  wan  by  heigh  noaistiye, 
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Fal  many  a  hethen  wroghtestow  fol  -wo, 
Of  ^rliich  thyn  owene  lig«6  hadde  envye, 
And,  for  no  thing  but  for  thy  ohivalxye, 
They  in  thy  bedde  han  slayn  thee  by  the 

morwe.  3586 

Thus  can  fortune  hir  wheel  goveme  and 

gye,  [T.  14707. 

And  oat  of  joye  brings  men  to  aorwe. 

Da  Baxjtabo  na  LvMBAaniA. 

Of  Melan  grete  Bamabo  Visoounte,    3589 
Ood  of  delyt,  and  scourge  of  Lumbardye, 
Wby  eholde  I  nat  thyn  infortune  aconnte, 
Sitb  in  estaat  thon  dombe  were  so  hye  ? 
Thy  brother  sone,  "that  was  thy  double 

aUye,  (413) 

For  he  thy  nevew  was,  and  sone-in>lawe, 
With-inno  his  prisoun  made  thee  to  dye ; 
But  why,  ne  how,  noot  I  that  thou  were 

slawe.  3596 

Da  HuoxLiso,  Coicrra  d«  Pzzit. 

Of  the  erl  Hugelyn  of  ^se  the  langour 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle  for  pitee ; 
But  litel  out  of  Pyae  stant  a  tour, 
In  whiohe  tour  in  prisoun  put  was  he,  3600 
And  with  him  been  his  litel  children 

three.  (421) 

The  eldeste  scaraly  fyf  yeer  was  of  aget 
Alias,  fortune  !  it  was  greet  crueltee 
Swiche  briddes  for  to  putte  in  swiche  a 

cage!  3604 

Dampned  was  he  to  d^ye  in  that  prisoun, 
For  Boger,  which  that  bisshop  was  of  Pyse, 
Hadde  on  him  maad  a  faU  suggestioun, 
Thurgh  which  the  peple  gan  upon  him 

ryse,  (428) 

And  putten  him  to  prisoun  in  swich  wyse 
As  ye  han  herd,  and  mete  and  drink  he 

hadde  3610 

So  amal,  that  wel  unnethe  it  may  suf^jrse, 
And  therwith-al  it  was  ful  povre  and 


And  on  a  day  bifil  that,  in  that  hour, 
\\lian  that  his  mete  wont  was  to  be  broght, 
The  gayler  shette  the  dores  of  the  tour. 
He  herde  it  wel, — ^but  he  spak  right  noght, 
And  in  hia  herte  anon  ther  fil  a  thoght. 
That  they  for  hunger  wolde  doon  him  dyen. 


'Alias!'   quod  he,   *allas!   that  I  was 
wroght  I '  (439)  3619 

Therwith  the  teres  fillen  from  his  yfin. 

His  yonge  sone,  that  three  yeer  was  of  age, 
Un-to  him  seyde, '  fader,  why  do  ye  wepe  ? 
Whan  wol  the  gi^ler  bringen  our  potage. 
Is  ther  no  morsel  breed  that  ye  do  kepe  ? 
I  am  sohnngry  that  I  may  nat  slepe.  3625 
Now  wolde  god  that  I  mighte  slepen  ever ! 
Than  sholde  nat  hunger  in  my  wombe 

crepe; 
Ther  is  no  thing,  save  breed,  that  me 

were  le^er.* 

Thus  day  by  day  this  child  bigan  to  ciye, 
Til  in  his  fadres  barme  adoun  it  lay,  3630 
And  seyde,  *  £u>wel,  fader,  I  moot  dye,' 
And  kiste  hia  fader,  and  deyde  the  same 
day.  (45») 

And  whan  the  woful  fader  deed  it  sey. 
For  wo  his  armes  two  he  gan  to  byte, 
And  seyde,  'alias,  fortune  I  and  weylaway ! 
Thy  false  wheel  xay  wo  al  may  I  wyte ! ' 

His  children  wende  that  it  for  hunger  was 
That  he  his  armes  gnow,  and  nat  for  wo. 
And  seyde, '  fader,  do  nat  so,  alias  I 
But  rather  eet  the  flesh  upon  us  two ;  3640 
Oar  flesh  thou  yaf  us,  tak  our  flesh  us  fro 
And  eet  y-nough  : '  right  thus  they  to  him 

seyde,  (46a) 

And  after  that,  with-in  a  day  or  two. 
They  leyde  hem  in  hia  lappe  adoun,  and 

deyde.  3644 

Him-self,  despeired,  eek  for  hunger  starf ; 
Thus  ended  is  this  mighty  Erl  of  Pyse ; 
From  heigh  estaat  fortune  awey  him  carf. 
Of  this  Tragodie  it  oghte  y-nough  sufFyse. 
Who-00  wol  here  it  in  a  lenger  wyse,  (469) 
Bedeth  the  grete  poete  of  Itaille,        3650 
That  highte  Dant,  for  he  can  al  devyse 
Fro  point  to  point,  nat  o  word  wol  he  faille. 
[T.  i477». 
(For T.  14773,  SM  p.  542;  /or  T.  14380, 
tee  p.  536X 

NXBO. 

[T.  14381. 
Al-though  that  Nero  were  as  ricions 
As  any  feend  that  lyth  ful  lowe  adoun. 
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Yet  lie,  as  tolleth  ns  Swetonius,  3655 

This  -wydo  world  hadde  in  snbjeccionn, 
Both  Est  and  West,  •f  South  and  Septem- 

trionn ; 
Of  rabies,  saphires,  and  of  perles  whyte 
Were  alio  his  clothes  bronded  np  and  doun; 
For  he  in  gemmes  greetly  gan  delyte.  3660 

More  delicat,  more  pompons  of  array,  (481) 
More  proud  was  never  emperour  than  he ; 
That  like  oloth,  that  he  had  wered  o  day, 
After  that  tyme  he  nolde  it  never  see. 
Nettes  of  gold-thred  hadde  he  gret  plentee 
To  fisshe  in  T^bre,  whan  him  liste  pleye. 
His  lustes  were  ol  lawe  in  his  decree. 
For  fortune  as  his  freend  him  wolde  obeye. 

He  Bome  brende  for  his  delicacye ; 
The  senatours  he  slow  uiM>n  a  day,    3670 
To  here  how  men  wolde  wepe  and  crye ; 
And  slow  his  brother,  and  l^  his  sister 
lay.  (492) 

His  moder  made  he  in  pitons  array ; 
For  he  hir  wombe  slitto,  to  biholde 
Wher  he  conceyved  was ;  so  weilawey ! 
That  he  so  litel  of  his  moder  tolde  !    3676 

No  tere  out  of  his  yen  for  that  sighte 
Ke  cam,  but  seyde,  '  a  fair  womman  was 

she.' 
Gret  wonder  is,  how  that  he  coude  or 

mighte  (499) 

Be  domesman  of  hir  dede  beautee.      3680 
The  wyn  to  bringen  him  comaunded  he, 
And  drank  anon  ;  non  other  wo  he  made. 
Whan  might  is  joyned  un-to  crueltee. 
Alias !  to  depe  wol  the  venim  wade !  3684 

In  yonthe  a  maister  hadde  this  emperour, 
To  teohe  him  lettemre  and  curteisyo, 
For  of  moralitee  he  was  the  flour. 
As  in  his  tyme,  but-if  bokes  lye  ,* 
And  whyl  this  maister   hadde  of  him 
maistrye,  3689 

He  maked  him  so  conning  and  so  souple 
That  longe  tyme  it  was  er  tirannye  (51 1) 
Or  any  yyoe  doiste  on  him  uncouple. 

This  Seneca,  of  which  that  I  devyse, 
By-cause  Xero  hadde  of  him  swich  drede. 
For  he  fro  vyoes  wolde  him  ay  chastyse 
Discreetly  as  by  worde  and  nat  by  dede ; — 


'  Sir,'  wolde  he  seyn,  *■  an  emperour  moot 
nede  3697 

Be  vertuous,  and  hate  tirannye* — 
For  whieh  he  in  a  bath  made  him  to  Uede 
On  bothe  his  armes,  til  he  moete  dye^ 

This  Kero  hadde  eek  of  acustnmannce 
In  youthe  ageyn  his  maister  for  to  ryse, 
Which  afterward  him  thoughte  a  greet 
grevaunoe ;  i'^i) 

Therfor  he  made  him  d^yen  in  this  wyae. 
But  natheles  this  Seneca  the  wyse     3705 
Chees  in  a  bath  to  deye  in  this  manere 
Bather  than  han  another  tormentyse ; 
And  thus  hath  Nero  slayn  his  maister  dere. 

Now  fil  it  so  that  fortune  list  no  lenger 
The  hye  pryde  of  Nero  to  cheryce ;     3710 
For  though  that  he  were  strong,  yet  was 

she  stranger;  (531) 

She  thoughte  thus,  *  by  god,  I  am  to  nyce 
To  sette  a  man  that  is  fhlflld  of  vyoe 
In  heigh  degree,  and  emperour  him  calle. 
By  god,  out  of  his  sete  I  wol  him  tryoe ; 
When  he  leest  weneth,  sonest  shal  he 

faUe.'  37«6 

The  peple  roos  up-on  him  on  a  night 
For  his  defaute,  and  whan  he  it  espyed. 
Out  of  his  dores  anon  he  hath  him  dight 
Alone,  and,  ther  he  wende  han  ben  alJyed, 
He  knokked  faste,  and  ay,  the  mare  he 
cryed,  (54O  37a» 

The  faster  shette  they  the  dores  alie ; 
Tho  wiste  he  wel  he  hadde  him^aelf  mis- 

And  wente  his  wey,  no  lenger  donte  he 
calle. 

The  peple  oryde  and  romUed  up  and  doon, 
That  with  his  eres  herde  he  how  they 

seyde,  3736 

*  Wher  is  this  fiilse  tyraunt,  this  Neronn  ?* 
For  fere  almost  out  of  his  wit  he  breyde. 
And  to  his  goddes  pitously  he  preyde 
For  socour,  but  it  mighte  nat  bityde.  37^ 
For  drede  of  this,  him  thoughte  that  he 

deyde,  (551) 

And  ran  in>to  a  gardin,  him  to  hydew 

And  in  this  gardin  fond  he  cherles  tweye 
That  seten  by  a  fyr  fhl  greet  and  reed, 
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And  to  thifle  oherles  two  he  gan  to  preye 
To  aleen  him,  and  to  girden  of  his  heed, 
That  to  his  body,  -whan  that  he  were  deed, 
Were  no  despsrt  y-doon,  for  his  defSune. 
Him-self  he  slow,  he  ooade  no  better  reed. 
Of  which  fortune  lough,  and  hadde  a 
game.  3740 

DS  OliOFEBaO  (HOLOFKRXXSX 

W^as  never  oapitayn  under  a  king      (561) 
That  regnes  mo  putte  in  subjeocioun, 
Xe  strenger  was  in  feeld  of  alle  thing. 
As  in  his  tyme,  ne  gretter  of  renoun,  3744 
Ne  more  ponipous  in  heigh  presumpoioun 
Than  Olofeme,  which  fortune  ay  kiste 
.So  likerously,  and  ladde  him  up  and  donn 
Til  that  his  heed  was  of,  er  that  he  wiste. 

Xat  only  that  this  world  hadde  him  in 

awe 
For  lesinge  of  richesse  or  libertee,       3750 
But  he  made  every  man  reneye  his  lawe. 
'  Nabogodonoflor  was  god,'  seyde  he,  (57a) 
'  Noon  other  god  sholde  adoured  be.' 
Ageyns  his  heste  no  wight  dar  tiespaoe 
Save  in  Bethulia,  a  strong  oitee,         3755 
Wher  Eliftchim  a  prest  was  of  that  place. 

Bat  tak  kepe  of  the  deeth  of  Olofem ; 
Amidde  his  host  he  dronke  lay  a  night, 
With-inne  his  tente,  large  as  is  a  bem, 
^Vnd  yit,  for  al  his  pompe  and  al  his 

might,  3760 

Jndith,  a  womman,  as  he  lay  upright. 
Sloping,  his  heed  of  smoot,  and  Arom  his 

tente  (582) 

Fol  piively  she  stal  from  every  wight, 
And  with  his  heed  unto  hir  toun  she 

wente. 

Dk  Rkox  Aktiiiocho  iixusnti. 

What  nedeth  it  of  King  Anthiochus  3765 
To  telle  his  hye  royal  magestee. 
His  hye  pryde,  liis  werkes  venimons? 
For  swich  another  was  ther  noon  as  he. 
Rede  which  that  he  was  in  Machabee, 
And  rede  the  proude  wordes  that  he  seyde, 
And  why  he  fil  fro  heigh  prosperitee,  (591 ) 
And  in  an  bU  how  wrechedly  he  deyde. 


Fortune  him  hadde  enhaunoed  so  in  pryde 
That  verraily  he  wende  he  mighte  attayne 
Unto  the  sterres,  upon  every  ^de,  3775 
And  in  balance  weyen  eoh  montayne,  ; 
And  alle  the  flodes  of  the  see  restrayne. 
And  goddes  peple  hadde  he  most  in  hate, 
Hem  wolde  he  sleen  in  torment  and  in 

pi^yne, 
Wening  that  god  ne  mighte  his  pryde 

abate.  (600)  3780 

And  for  that  Nlchanor  and  Thimothee 
Of  Jewes  weren  venquisshed  mightily, 
Unto  the  Jewes  swich  an  hate  hadde  he 
That  he  bad  greithe  his  char  fnl  hastily, 
And  Bwoor,  and  seyde,  fid  despitously, 
Unto  Jerusalem  he  wolde  efVsone,      3786 
To  wreken  his  ire  on  it  ful  cruelly ; 
But  of  his  purpos  he  was  let  iul  sone. 

God  for  his  manace  him  so  sore  smoot 
With  invisible  wounde,  ay  incurable,  3790 
That  in  his  guttes  carf  it  so  and  boot  (611) 
That  his  peynes  weren  importable. 
And  certeinly,  the  wreche  was  resonable, 
For  many  a  mannes  guttes  dide  he  peyne  ,* 
But  Arom  his  purpos  cursed  and  damp- 

nable  3795 

For  al  his  smart  he  wolde  him  nat  re- 

streyne; 

But  bad  anon  apparaillen  his  host, 
And  sodeynly,  er  he  of  it  was  war, 
God  daunted  al  his  pryde  and  al  his  best. 
For  he  so  sore  fil  out  of  his  char,        3800 
That  it  his  limes  and  his  skin  to-tar,  (621) 
So  that  he  neither  mighte  go  ne  ryde, 
But  in  a  ohayer  men  aboute  him  bar, 
Al  for-bmsed,  bothe  bak  and  syde.     3804 

The  wreche  of  god  him  smoot  so  cruelly 
That  thurgh  his  body  wikked  wormes 

orepte; 
And  ther-with-al  he  stank  so  horribly, 
That  noon  of  al  his  meynee  that  him 

kepte. 
Whether  so  he  wook  or  elles  slepte,  3809 
Ne  mighte  noght  for  stink  of  him  endure. 
In  this  meschief  he  way  led  and  eek  wopte. 
And  know  god  lord  of  every  creature. 

To  al  his  host  and  to  him-self  also      (633) 
Ful  wlatsom  was  the  stink  of  his  careyne ; 
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No  man  ne  mJgihte  him  bore  to  ne  fro. 
And   in    this   stink   and    this  horrible 

peyno  3816 

He  starf  fal  wrecchedly  in  a  monteTne. 
Thus  hath  this  robbonr  and  this  homicyde, 
That  many  a  man  made  to  wepe  and 

pleyne,  ,^819 

Swich  £^erdon  as  bilongeth  unto  piyde. 

Bs  Alvxakdro. 

The  storie  of  Alisanndze  is  so  comnne. 
That  ereiy  wight  that  hath  discrecionn 
Hath  herd  somwhat  or  al  of  his  fortune. 
This  vryde  world,  as  in  oonclnsioTm,  (644) 
He  wan  by  strengthe,  or  for  his   hye 

renonn  3825 

They  weren  glad  for  pees  nn-to  him  sonde. 
The  pryde  of  man  and  beste  he  leyde 

adoun, 
Wher-so  he  cam,  un-to  the  worldes  ende. 

Ck>mparisonn  might  never  yit  be  makcd 
Bitwixe  him  and  another  conqnerour ; 
For  al  this  world  for  drede  of  him  hath 

gnaked,  (651)  3831 

He  was  of  knighthode  andof  fredom  flonr ; 
Fortune  him  made  the  heir  of  hir  honour ; 
Save  wyn  and  wommen,  no-thing  mighte 

aswage 
His  hye  entente  in  armes  and  laboor ; 
So  was  he  ful  of  loonyn  oorage.  3836 

What  preys  were  it  to  him,  though  I  3row 

tolde 
Of  Darius,  and  an  hundred  thousand  mo, 
Of  kinges,  princes,  erles,  dukes  bolde, 
Whiche  he  conquered,  and  broghte  hem 

in-to  wo  ?  3840 

I  seye,  as  fer  as  man  may  ryde  or  go,  (661) 
The  world  was  his,  what  sholde  I  more 

devyse  ? 
For  though  I  write  or  tolde  you  evermo 
Of  his  knighthode,  it  mighte  nat  suffyse. 

Twelf  yeer  he  regned,  as  seith  Machabee ; 
Philippes  sone  of  Macedoyne  he  was,  3846 
That  first  was  king  in  Grece  the  contree. 
O  worthy  gentil  Alisaundre,  alias ! 
That  ever  sholde  fallen  swich  a  cas !  3849 
Empoisoned  of  thyn  owene  folk  thou  were  ; 


Thy  ay$  fortune  hath  turned  into  cu,  (671} 
And  yit  for  thee  ne  weep  she  never  a  tere ! 

Who  shal  me  yeven  teres  to  compl^yne 
Thedeethof  gentillesse  and  of  fntunehyse. 
That  al  the  world  welded  in  his  demeyne, 
And    3dt  him    thoughte  it  mi^te  nat 
suiiyse?  3856 

So  All  was  his  oorage  of  heigh  empiyse. 
Alias  L  who  shal  me  helpe  to  endyte 
False  fortune,  and  poison  to  despyse, 
The  whiche  two  of  al  this  wo  I  wyte?386o 

Db  Julio  Cesabx. 

By  wisdom,  manhede,  and  by  greet  labour 
Fro  humble  bed  to  royal  magestee,    (689) 
Up  roos  he,  Julius  the  oonquerour. 
That  wan  al  th'occident  by  lond  and  see, 
By  strengthe  of  bond,  or  elles  by  tretee, 
And  un-to  Bome  made  hem  tributarie  ; 
And  sitthe  of  Bome  the  emperoor  was  he, 
Til  that  fortune  wex  his  adversatie. 

0  mighty  Cesar,  that  in  Thessalye 
Ageyn  Pompeius,  fader  thyn  in  lawe,  38^0 
That  of  th'orient  hadde  al  the  ohivaJxye 
As  fer  as  that  the  day  biginneth  dawe, 
Thou  thurgh  thy  knighthode  hast  hem 

take  and  slawe,  (693) 

Save  fewe  folk  that  with  Pompeius  fledde, 
Thurgh  which  thou  puttest  al  th*orient 

in  awe.  3875 

Thanko  fortune,  that  so  wel  thee  spedde ! 

But  now  a  litel  whyl  I  wol  biwaille 
This  Pompeius,  this  noble  govemour 
Of  Home,  which  that  fleighat  this  bataille ; 

1  seye,  oon  of  his  men,  a  fals  tnutour,  (700) 
His  heed  of  smoot,  to  winnen  him  &vour 
Of  Julius,  and  him  the  heed  he  broghtCL 
Alias,  Pompey,  of  th*orient  conquerour, 
That    fortune   unto   swich  a  i^    thee 

broghte! 

To  Bome  ageyn  ropaireth  Julius         3885 
With  his  triumphe,  laureat  iul  hye, 
But  on  a  tyme  Brutus  Cassius, 
That  ever  hadde  of  his  hye  estaat  envye, 
Ful  prively  hath  maad  conspiraoye 
Ageins  this  Julias,  in  sabtU  wyae,      3890 
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And  oast  the  place,  in  whiohe  he  sholde 
dye  (711) 

With  boydakina,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

This  Julins  to  the  Capitolie  wente 
Upon  a  day,  as  he  was  -want  to  gpoon, 
And  in  the  Capitolie  anon  him  hente  3895 
This  &lse  Brntos,  and  his  othere  foon, 
And  stikede  him  with  boydekins  anoon  ' 
With  many  a  wonnde,  and  thus  they  lets 

him  lye; 
Bat  never  gronte  he  at  no  strook  bat  oon, 
Or  elles  at  two,  bat-if  his  stozie  lye.   3900 

So  numly  was  this  Jnlitis  at  herte      (731) 
And  so  wel  lovede  estaatly  honestee, 
That,  thongh  his  deedly  wotmdes  sore 

smerte. 
His  mantel  over  his  hippes  casteth  he. 
For  no  man  sholde  seen  his  privitee.  3905 
And,  as  he  lay  on  deying  in  a  traimce, 
And  yriBte  verraily  that  deed  was  he, 
Of  honestee  jrit  hadde  he  remembraonoe. 

Lncan,  to  thee  this  storie  I  raoomende, 
And  to  Sweton,  and  to  f  Valerie  also,  3910 
That  of  this  storie  wryten  word  and 

ende,  (731) 

How  that  to  thise  grete  oonqnerotires  two 
Fortune  was  first  freend,  and  sithen  fo. 
No  man  ne  truste  np-on  hir  &vonr  longe, 
Bat  have  hir  in  awayt  for  ever-mo.     3915 
Witnesse    on   alle    thise    conqaeroares 

stxonge. 

Crksus. 

This  riche  Cresas,  whylom  king  of  Lyde, 
Of  whiche  Cresos  Cyras  sore  him  dradde, 
Yit  was  he  eaoght  amiddes  al  his  pryde, 
And  to  be  brent  men  to  the  fyr  him  lodde. 
Bat  swich  a  reyn.  doan  fro  the  welkne 
shadde  (741)  3931 

That  slow  the  fyr,  and  made  him  to  escape ; 
Bnt  to  be  war  no  grace  yet  he  hadde, 
Til  fortane  on  the  galwes  made  him  gape. 

Whan  he  escaped  was,  he  can  nat  stente 
For  to  higinne  a  newe  werre  agayn.    3926 


He  wende  wel,  for  that  fortane  him  sente 
Swich  hap,  that  he  escaped  thorgh  the 
rayn,  (748) 

That  of  his  foos  he  mighte  nat  be  slayn ; 
And  eek  a  sweven  np-on  a  night  he  mette, 
Of  which  he  was  so  proud  and  eek  so  fayn. 
That  in  vengeaonoe  he  al  his  herte  sette. 

Up-on  a  tree  he  was,  as  that  him  thoaghte, 
Ther  Juppiter  him  wesh,  bothe  bak  and 

^«.  (754) 

And  Phebos  eek   a   fair   towaille  him 

brooghte  3935 

To  dxye  him  with,  and  ther-for  wez  his 

pryde; 
And  to  his  doghter,  that  stood  him  bi^de, 
Which  that  he  knew  in  heigh  science 

haboonde, 
He  bad  hir  telle  him  what  it  signifyde, 
And  she  his  dreem  bigan  right  thas  ex- 

poande.  3940 

*The  tree,'  qaod  she,  *the  galwes  is  to 

mene,  (761) 

And  Jappiter  bitokneth  snow  and  reyn. 
And  Phebus,  with  his  towaille  so  dene, 
Tho  ben  the  sonne  stremes  for  to  seyn , 
Thou  shalt  an  hanged  be,  fader,  certeyn ; 
Beyn  shal  thee  wasshe,  and  sonne  shal 

thee  dxye ;  *  3946 

Thos  warned  she  him  ftxl  plat  and  fal 

pleyn, 
His    donghter,  which   that   called  was 

Phanye. 

Anhanged  was  Cresas,  the  proade  king, 
His  royal  trone  mighte  him  nat  availle. — 
Tragedie  is  noon  other  maner  thing,  (771 ) 
Ne  can  in  singing  crye  ne  biwaille,    395a 
Bat  for  that  fortane  alwey  wol  assaille 
With  onwar  strook  the  r^pies  that  ben 

proade ; 
For  when  men  trasteth  hir,  than  wol  she 

feille,  3955 

And  covere  hir  brighte  face  with  a  cloude. 
[See  1.  3565  on  p.  536. 
EaepUcU  Troffedia. 


Here  stintcth  the  Knight  the  Monk  of  his  Tale. 
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THE   PROLOGUE   OF  THE   NONNE 
■    PRESTES  TALE. 

The  prologue  of  the  Nonne  Preestos  Tale. 


'Ho!*    quod  the  knight,  'good  sir,  na- 

more  of  this,  3957 

That  ye  han  seyd  Ifl  right  y-noagh,  y-wis, 
And  mochel  more  ;  for  lltel  hevinease 
Is  riglit  y-noogh  to  moohel  folk,  I  geaee. 
I  seye  for  me,  it  is  a  greet  disese         3961 
Wlier-as  men  han  ben  in  greet  weltho 

and  ese, 
To  heren  of  liir  sodeyn  fal,  alias ! 
And    the    contrarie    is  joie   and    greet 

solas,  3964. 

As  whan  a  man  hath  been  in  povro  estaat. 
And  clymbcth  np,  and  wexeth  fortanat, 
And  ther  abydeth  in  prosperitee,         (11) 
Swich  thing  is  gladsom,  as  it  thinketh  me, 
And  of  Bwich  thing  were  goodly  for  to 

teUo.' 
'Ye,'  quod  onr  hoste,  *by  seint  Ponies 

belle,  3970 

Yo  seye    right    sooth ;    this    monk,   he 

clappetli  loude, 
He  spak  how  "fortnne  covered  with  a 

clonde  " 
I  noot  never  what,  and  als  of  a  "  Tragedie" 
night  now  ye    herde,    and    pardet    no 

remedio 
It  is  for  to  biwaille,  ne  compleyne      3975 
That  that  is  doon,  and  als  it  is  a  peyno. 
As  ye  lian  seyd,  to  hero  of  hovinesse.   (ai) 
Sir  monk,  na-more  of  this,  so  god  yow 


Your  tale  anoyeth  al  this  companyo  ; 
Swich  talking  is  nat  worth  a  boterflye ; 
For  ther-in  is  ther  no  desport  ne  game. 
Wherfor,  sir  Monk,  or  dan  Piers  by  your 
name,  398J 


I  preye  yow  hertely,  telle  vb  somwhat  ellea, 
For  sikorly,  nere  clinking  of  yionr  bellea, 
That  on  yonr  brydel  hange  on  eveiy  qyde, 
By  heven  king,  that  for  ns  alle  dydei,  (30) 
I  sholde  er  this  han  fallen  donn  for  depc. 
Although  the  slongli  had  never  been  so 

depe ;  39S8 

Than  had  yonr  tale  al  bo  told  in  vayn. 
For  certeinly,  as  that  thi^e  olerkea  seyn, 
"  Wher-asaman  may  have  noon  audience, 
Xoght  helpeih  it  to  tellen  his  senteaoeL*" 
And  wel  I  woot  the  sabeiance  is  in  me. 
If  any  thing  shal  wel  reported  be.      3994 
Sir,  sey  somwhat  of  hunting,  I  yow  preye/ 
'  Kay,*  quod  this  monk,  *  I  havte  no  lust 

to  pleye ;  (40) 

Now  let  another  telle,  as  I  have  tt^dL* 
Than  spak  onr  host,  with  rude  specho 

and  bold, 
And  seyde  un-to  the  Nonnes  Freest  anon, 
*  Com  neer,  tliou  preest,  com  hider,  thou 

sir  John,  4001* 

Tel  ns  swich  thing  as  may  oar  heries 

glade, 
Be  blythe,  though  tliou  ryde  up-on  a  jade. 
What  though  thyu  hors  be  bothe  foola 

and  lene,  (47) 

If  ho  wol  serve  thee,  rekke  nat  a  bene ; 
Look  that  thyn  herte  be  mexy  evenno.* 
'  Yis,  sir,'  quod  he, '  yis,  host,  so  mote  I  go. 
But  I  be  mery,  y-wis,  I  wol  be  blamed : ' — 
And  right  anon  his  tale  he  hath  attamed^ 
And  thus  he  seyde  an<4o  us  everiohon, 
This  swete  preest,  this  goodly  man,  sir 

John.  4010 

Explicit, 
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THE   NONNE   PREESTES  TALE. 

Hore  bighmeth  the  Nonne  Preestes  Tale  of  the  Cok  and  Hen, 
Channtecteer  and  Pertelote. 


A  POTHZ  widwe,  somdel  stape  in  age, 
Was  whylom  dwelling  in  a  narwe  ootage, 
Bi^yde  a  grove,  stonding  in  a  dale. 
Thia  widwe,  of  which  I  telle  yow  my  tale, 
Sin  thiike  day  that  she  was  last  a  wyf, 
In  pacienoe  ladde  a  tul  simple  lyf,     40x6 
For  litel  was  hir  catel  and  hir  rente ; 
By  honsbondxy  e,  of  snch  as  Ood  hir  sente, 
She  fond  hir-self,  and  eek  hir  doghtren 

two. 
Three  large  sowes  hadde  she,  and  namo, 
Three  kyn,  and  eek  a  sheep  that  highte 

MaUe,  (11)  4031 

Fol  aooty  was  hir  bonr,  and  eek  hir  halle, 
In  which  she  eet  fol  many  a  solendre 

nxeeL 
Of  poynannt  sance  hir  neded  never  a  deeL 
No  deyntee  morsel   passed  thorgh  hir 

throte;  4005 

Hir  dyete  was  accordant  to  hir  cote. 
Beplecciomiine  made  hir  never  ^yk ; 
Attempree  dyete  was  al  hir  phi^yk. 
And  exeroyse,  and  hertes  snfflsannce.  4029 
The  gonte  lette  hir  no-thing  for  to  dannoe, 
N  'apoplexye  shente  nat  hir  heed ;        (ai) 
No  W3ai  ne  drank  she,  neither  whyt  ne 

reed; 
Hir  hord  was  served  most  with  wh3rt  and 

hlak, 
Milk  and  bronn  breed,  in  which  she  fond 

nolak, 
Sejmd  baoonn,  and  somtyme  an  ey  or 

tweye,  4035 

For  she  was  as  it  were  a  maner  deye. 

A  yerd  she  hadde,  enclosed  al  aboute 
With  stikkes,  and  a  drye  dich  with-onte. 
In  which  she  hadde  a  ook,  hight  Chann- 

tecleer,  4039 

In  al  the  land  of  crowing  nas  his  peer.  (30) 
His  vols  was  merier  than  the  meiy  orgon 
On  messe-dayes  that  in  the  chirche  gon ; 


Wei  sikerer  was  his  crowing  in  his  logge, 
Than  is  a  dokke,  or  an  abbey  orlogge. 
By  natnre  knew  he  ech  aseencionn    4045 
Of  eqninoxial  in  thiike  toon ; 
For  whan  degrees  fiftene  were  ascended, 
Thanne  crew  he,  that  it  mighte  nat  ben 

amended.  (38) 

His  comb  was  redder  than  the  fyn  coral, 
And  batailed,  as  it  were  a  castel-wal.  4051 
His  bile  was  blak,  and  as  the  jeet  it  shoon ; 
Lyk  asur  were  his  legges,  and  his  toon  ; 
His  nayles  whytter  than  the  lilie  flonr, 
And  lyk  the  bnmed  gold  was  his  colour. 
This  gentil  cok  hadde  in  his  govemannco 
Sevene  hennes,  for  todoonalhisplesaonco, 
Whiche  were  his  snstres  and  his  para- 
moon,  4057 
And  wonder  lyk  to  him,  as  of  colonrs. 
Of  whiche  the  faireste  hewed  on  hir  throte 
Was  doped  faire  damoysele  Pertelote. 
Curteys  she  was,  discreet,  and  debonairo, 
And  compaignable,  and  bar  hir^elf  so 

fftire,  (52) 

Sin  thiike  day  that  she  was  seven  night 

old. 
That  trewely  she  hath  the  herte  in  hold 
Of  Channtedeer  loken  in  every  lith ;  4065 
He  loved  hir  so^  that  wel  was  him  ther- 

with. 
Bat  snch  a  joye  was  it  to  here  hem  singe, 
Whan  that  the  brighte  Sonne  gan  to 

springe,  4068 

In  swete  accord ,  <  my  lief  is  fhren  in  londe. ' 
For  thiike  tyme,  as  I  have  nnderstonde, 
Bestes  and  briddes  coude  speke  and  singe. 
And  so  bifel,  that  in  a  daweninge,    (62) 
As  Channtedeer  among  his  wyves  alio 
Sat  on  his  perche,  that  was  in  the  halle, 
And  next  him  sat  this  faire  Pertelote,  4075 
This  Channtedeer   gan   gronen   in  his 

throte, 
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As  man  that  in  his  dreem  is  dreoched  sore. 
And  -whan  that  Fertelate  thus  harde  him 

rore,  4078 

She  was  agast,  and  seyde,  *  O  herte  dere, 
What  eyleth  yow,  to  grone  in  this  manere? 
Ye  been  a  verray  sleper,  fy  for  shame ! '  (71) 
And    he    answerde    and    seyde    thns, 

*madame, 
I  pray  yow,  that  ye  take  it  nat  argrief : 
By  god,  me  mette  I  was  in  swich  meschief 
Bight  now,  that  yet  myn  herte  is  sore 

afright.  4085 

Now  god,*  quod  he,  *  my  swevene  xeoche 

aright. 
And  keep  my  body  ont  of  fool  prisoan ! 
Me  mette,  how  that  I  romed  np  and  donn 
Withinne   onr   yerde,  wher-as  I  sangh 

abeste. 
Was  lyk  an  honnd,  and  wolde  han  maad 

areste  4090 

Upon  my  body,  and  wolde  ban  had  me 

deed.  <8i) 

His  colour  was  bitwise  yelwe  and  reed ; 
And  tipped  was  his  tail,  and  bothe  his  eres. 
With  blak,  nnlyk  the  remenant  of  his 

heres; 
His  snowte   smal,  with  glowinge   ^en 

tweye.  4095 

Yet  of  his  look  for  fere  almost  I  deye ; 
This  caused  me  my  grotning,  dontelees.' 
'  Avoy !  *  quod  she,  *  fy  on  yow,  herto- 

lees! 
Alias !'  qnod  she,  *for,  by  that  god  above, 
Now  ban  ye  lost  myn.  herte  and  al  my 

love ;  4100 

I  can  nat  love  a  coward,  by  my  feith.  (91) 
For  certes,  what  so  any  womman  aeith. 
We  alio  de^yren,  if  it  mighte  be, 
To  ban  honsbondes  hardy,  wyse,  and  finee, 
And  secree,  and  no  nigard,  ne  no  fool,  4105 
Ne  him  that  is  agast  of  evezy  tool, 
No  noon  avanntoor,  by  that  god  above ! 
How  dorste  ye  seyn  for  shame  onto  your 

love, 
That  any  thing  mighte  make  yow  aferd  ? 
Have  ye  no  mannes  herte,  and  ban  a  herd  ? 
Alias  I  and  conne  ye  been  agast  of  swe* 

venis?  (loi)    4111 

No-thing,  god  wot,  bat  vanitee,  in  sweven 

is. 
Swevenes  cngendren  of  repleooionnSi 


And  ofte  of  fame,  and  of  compleocioans, 
Whan  hamoars  been  to  habandant  in  a 

wight.  4115 

Certes  this  dreem,  which  ye  ban  met 

to-night, 
Cometh  of  the  grete  saperfloitee 
Of  yoare  rede  eofero,  pardee. 
Which  oaoseth  folk  to  dreden  in  here 
'  dremes  (ioqi 

Of  arwes,  and  of  fyr  with  redo  lemes,  4120 
Of  grete  bestes,  that  they  wol  hem  l^yte. 
Of  contek,  and  of  whelpes  grete  and  lyie ; 
Bight  as  the  hamoar  of  malencolye 
Causeth  Ail  many  a  man,  in  sleep,  to  ciye, 
For  fere  of  blake  beres,  or  boles  blake,  4 125 
Or  elles,  blake  develes  wole  hem  taJka 
Of  othere  homoors  coade  I  tella  also, 
Thatwerken  many  a  man  in  sleep  fnl  wo: 
Bat  I  wol  passe  as  lightly  as  I  can. 
Lo  Catoan,  which  that  was   so  wys 

a  man,  4150 

S^yde  he  nat   thus,  ne  do  no   fon  of 

dremei?  (131) 

Now,  sire,'  qaod  she,  *  whan  we  flee  fro 

the  hemes, 
For  Goddes  love,  as  tak  som  laxa^ ; 
Up  peril  of  my  soole,  and  of  my  lyf,   4154 
I  coonseille  yow  the  beste,  I  wol  nat  lye. 
That  bothe  of  colore  and  of  malcnoolye 
Yo  parge  yow ;  and  for  ye  shal  nat  tarie, 
Though  in  this  toon  is  noon  %poteearie, 
I  shal  my-self  to  herbes  techen  yow. 
That  shal  ben  for  yoar  hale,  and  for  yoor 

prow ;  4140 

And  in  oar  yerd  tho  herbes  shal  I  finde. 
The  whiohe  han  of  hir  propretee,  by 

kinde,  (i^a) 

To  pargen  yow  binethe,  and  eek  above. 
Forget  not  this,  for  goddes  owene  lore ! 
Ye  been  Ail  oolerik  of  oompleocioan.  4145 
Ware  the  Sonne  in  his  asoencioon 
Ne  fynde  yow  nat  repleet  of  homoors 

hote; 
And  if  it  do,  I  dar  wel  leye  a  grote. 
That  ye  shal  have  a  fevere  teroiane, 
Or  an  ago,  that  may  be  yoare  baaa.   4150 
A  day  or  two  ye  shal  have  digesiyves  (141) 
Of  wormes,  er  ye  take  yoar  lazatyves, 
Of  laoriol,  oentaore,  and  ftunetere, 
Or  elles  of  ellebor,  that  groweth  thiora. 
Of  catapoce,  or  of  gaytras  beiyisi        4155 
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Of  orbe  yye,  growing  in  our  yerd,  that 

znexyis; 
Pekke  hem  up  zight  as  th^  growef  and 

eteliemin. 
Be  mexy,  hoosbond,  for  sronr  fader  kin ! 
Dredeth  no  dreem ;  I  can  say  yow  na- 

morei*  (149) 

*  Jiadame,*  qnod  he,  ^graunt  marcy  of 

your  lore.  4160 

Bat  natheleee,  as  tovohing  daan  Gatonn, 
That  hath  of  wisdom  snoh  a  greet  renovinf 
Though  that  he  bad  no  dremes  for  to 

drede, 
By  gody  men  may  in  dlde  bokee  rede 
Of  noany  a  man,  more  of  anctoritee    4165 
Than  ever  Gatoon  was,  so  mote  I  thee, 
That  al  the  revere  aeyn  of  his  sentence, 
And  han  wel  foanden  b^  experience, 
That  dremes  ben  signiflcacioons, 
Aa  wel  of  joye  as  tribnlaoionns  4170 

That  folk  endnren  in  tiiis  lyf  present.  (161) 
Ther  nedeth  make  of  this  noon  argument; 
The  verxay  prove  sheweth  it  in  dede. 
Don  of  the  gretteste  anotonrs  that  men 

rede 
Seith    thus,  that   whylom   two  felawes 

wente  4175 

On  pilgrimage,  in  a  fdl  good  entente ; 
And  happed  so,  they  come  into  a  toon, 
Wher^s  ther  was  swich  oongregaoionn 
Of  peple,  and  eek  so  streit  of  herbergage 
That  they  ne  fotmde  as  mnohe  as  o  cotage 
In  which  they  bothe  mighte  y4ogged  be. 
Whexfor  thay  mosten,  of  necessitee,  (172) 
As  for  that  night,  departen  compaagnye ; 
And  ech  of  hem  goth  to  his  hosteliye, 
And  took  his  logging  as  it  wolde  fiille.  4185 
That  oon  of  hem  was  logged  in  a  stalle, 
Fer  in  a  y  erd,  with  oxen  of  the  plough ; 
That  other  man  was  logged  wel  y-nofigh, 
As  was  his  aventnre,  or  his  fortune,  4189 
That  ns  govemeth  alle  as  in  commune. 

And  so  btfel,  that,  longe  er  it  were  day, 
This  man  mette  in  his  bed,  ther^^is  he  lay, 
How  that    his   felawe    gan  np-on  him 

oalle,  (183) 

And  seyde,  "  alias  I  for  in  an  ozes  stalle 
This  night  Tshal  be  mordred  ther  I  lye. 
Now  help  me,  dere  brother,  er  I  dye ;  4196 
In  alle  haste  com  to  me,"  he  saydo. 
This  man  out  of  his  sleep  ior  fereabiayde ; 


But  whan  that  he  was  wakned  of  his  sleep^ 
He  turned  him,  and  took  of  this  no  keep ; 
Him  thoughte  his  dreem  nas  but  a  vanitee. 
Thus  twyfis  in  his  sloping  dremed  he.  (192) 
And  atte  thridde  tyme  yet  his  felawe 
Cam,  as  him  thoughte,  and  seide,  ^*  I  am 

nowalawe; 
Bihold  my  blody  woundes,  depe  and  wyde ! 
Azys  ^p  erly  in  the  morwe-tyde,         4206 
And  at  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,"quod  he, 
**  A  carte  ftil  of  dong  ther  shaltow  see. 
In  which  my  body  is  hid  Ad  prively ; 
Bo  thilke  carte  aresten  boldely.  4210 

Ky  gold  caused  my  mordre,  sooth   to 

sayn;"  (aoi) 

And  tolde  him  every  poynt  how  he  was 

slayn. 
With  a  fdl  pitous  face,  pale  of  hewe. 
And  tmste  wel,  his  dreem  he  fond  Ad 

trewe^ 
For  on  the  morwe,  as  sone  as  it  was  day. 
To  his  felawes  in  he  took  the  way ;     4216 
And  whan  that  he  cam  to  this  ozes  stalls, 
After  his  felawe  he  bigan  to  calle. 

The  hostiler  answered  him  anon, 
And  seyde,  "  sire,  your  felawe  is  agon,  4320 
As  sone  as  di^  he  wente  out  of  the  toun.** 
This  man  gan  fkllen  in  snspecioun,  (212) 
Bemembring  on  his  dremes  that  he  mette, 
And  forth  he  goth,  no  longer  wolde  he 

lette,  4224 

Unto  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,  and  fond 
A  dongKsarte,  as  it  were  to  donge  lond, 
That  was  arrayed  in  the  same  wyse 
As  ye  han  herd  the  dede  man  devyse  ; 
And  with  an  hardy  herte  he  gan  to  ciye 
Yengeannce  and  justice  of  this  felonye . — 
"  Hy  felawe  mordred  is  this  same  night, 
And  in  this  carte  he  lyth  gapinge  upright. 
I  orye  out  on  theministres,"  qnod  he,  (223) 
**  That  sholden  kepe  and  reulen  this  citee ; 
Harrow!    aUasI    her    lyth   my   felawe 

•laynl'»  4235 

What  sholde  I  more  un-to  this  tale  sayn  ? 
The  peple  out^terte,  and  caste  the  cart  to 

grounde. 
And  in  the  ndddel  of  the  dong  thoy 

founde 
The  dede  man,  that  mordred  was  al  news. 
O  bUsftd  g6d,  that  art  so  just  and 
I  4240 
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Lo,  how  that   thou   hiwroyest   mordre 

alway !  (asO 

Hordre  wol  oat,  that  see  we  day  hy  day. 
Mordxe  is  so  wlatsom  and  abhominable 
To  god,  that  is  so  just  and  resonable, 
That  he  ne  wol  nat  snifre  it  heled  be ;  4245 
Though  it  abyde  a  yeer,  or  two,  or  three, 
Mordre  wol  out,  this  my  conclnsioaii. 
And  right  anoon,  ministres  of  that  toxm 
Han  hent  the  carter,  and  so  sore  him 

pyned,  (239) 

And  eek  the  hoctilerso  soreengyned,  4^50 

That  thay  biknewe  hirwikkedneMe  anoon, 

And  were  an-haaoged  by  the  nekke-boon. 

Here  may  men  seen  that  dremes  been 

to  drede. 
And  oertes,  in  the  same  book  I  rede. 
Bight  in  the  nezte  ohapitre  after  this, 
(I  gabbe  nat,  so  have  I  joye  or  blis,)   4^ 
Two  men  that  wolde  han  passed  over  see, 
For  certeyn  cause,  in*to  a  fer  oontree. 
If  that  the  wind  ne  hadde  been  oontiarie, 
That  made  hem  in  a  citee  for  to  tarie,  4260 
That  stood   fdl   mety  upon  an  haven- 

syde.  (25O 

Bat  on  a  day,  agayn  the  even-tyde. 
The  wind  gan  chaange,  and  blew  right 

ashemlestfr 
Jolif  and  glad  th^  wente  nn-to  hir  reste, 
And  oasten  hem  fdl  erly  for  to  saille ;  4365 
But  fto  that  00  man  fil  a  greet  mervaille. 
That  oon  of  hem,  in  sloping  as  he  lay, 
Him  mette  a  wonder  dzeem,  agayn  the 

day; 
Him  thooghte  a  man  stood  by  his  beddes 

syde, 
And   him   oomaunded,  that  he  sholde 

abyde,  4270 

And  seyde  him  thos,  "  if  thon  to-morwe 

wende,  (a6i) 

Thou  Shalt  be  dreynt ;  my  tale  is  at  an 

ende." 
He  wook,  and  tolde  his  felawe  what  he 

mette. 
And  preyde  him  his  viage  for  to  lette ; 
As  for  that  day,  he  preyde  him  to  abyde. 
HisfeUwe,  that  ^y  by  1^  beddes  syde, 
Gan  for  to  laughe,  and  scorned  him  ful 

fiutei 
"  Ko  dreem,"  quod  ho,  *'  may  so  myn  herte 

agaste, 


That  I  wol  lette  for  to  do  my  thinges. 
I  sette  not  a  straw  by  thy  draminges,  4280 
For  swevenes  been  but  vaaitees  and  japes. 
Men  dreme  al«day  of  owles  or  of  i^ms,  (172^ 
And  eke  of  many  a  mase  therwithal ; 
Men  dreme  of  thing  that  never  was  no 

shaL  42K4 

But  sith  I  see  that  thou  wolt  beer  abyde. 
And  thus  for-sleuthen  wilfully  thy  tyde. 
God  wot  it  reweth  me ;  and  have  good 

day." 
And  thus  he  took  his  levo,  and  wente  his 

way. 
But  er  that  he  hadde  halfa  his  cours 

y-seyled, 
Noot  I  nat  why,  ne  what  mischaunee  it 

^led,  429I1 

But  oasuelly  the  fhippes  botuie  rente,  (a8i  > 
And  ship  and  man  under  the  water  went<^ 
In  sighte  of  othere  shippes  it  l^yside, 
That  with  hem  seyled  at  the  aame  ^e. 
And  therfor,  fUre  Pertelote  so  dare,  429? 
By  swiche  ensamples  olde  maistow  lere. 
That  no  man  sholde  been  to  vecohelees 
Of  dremes,  for  I  sey  thee,  doutelees, 
That  many  a  dreem  fill  sora  is  for  to 

drede.  4190 

Lo,  in  the  lyf  of  seint  Kenelm,  I  rede. 
That  was  Kenulphus  sone,  the  noble  kin^ 
Of  Meroenrike,  how  Kenelm    mette   a 

thing;  (391) 

A  lyte  er  he  was  mordred,  on  a  day, 
His  mordre  in  his  avisioun  he  say. 
His  norioe  him  expouned  every  del    4305 
His  sweven,  and  bad  him  for  to  kepe  him 

wel 
For  traisoun ;  but  he  nas  but  sevm  yeer 

old, 
And  therfore  litel  tale  hath  he  told 
Of  any  dreem,  so  holy  was  his  herte. 
By  god,  I  hadde  lever  than  my  sherte  4510 
That  ye  had  rad  his  legends,  as  have  L 
Dame  Pertelote,  I  sey  yow  trewely,    (302) 
Maorobens,  that  writ  th'avisioun 
In  Affrike  of  the  worthy  Cipioun, 
Aifermeth  dremes,  and  seith  that  they 

been  4315 

Warning  of  thinges  that  men  after  seea 

And  forther-more,  I  pray  yow  loketh 

wel 
In  th'olde  testament,  of  Daniel, 
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If  he  lield  dremes  any  va&itee.  4319 

Seed  eek  of  Joseph,  and  ther  shnl  ye  see 
Wher  dremes  ben  somtyi^  (Isey  nat  alle) 
TVaming  of  thinges  that  shxd  after  fUle. 
lioke  of  Egipt  the  king,  datin  Fharao,  (313) 
His  bakere  and  his  boteler  also,  4334 

Wher  they  ne  f elte  noon  effect  in  dremea. 
Who-Bo  vol  seken  actes  of  sondry  remes, 
ICay  rede  of  dremea  many  a  wonder  thing. 
Lo  Cresns,  which  that  was  of  Ljrde  king, 
Iffette  be  nat  that  he  sat  upon  a  tree,  43^ 
Which  aignifled  he  sholde  anhanged  be  ? 
Jjo  hear  AndromaohA,  Ectores  wyf,  (331) 
That  day  that  Ector  sholde  lose  his  lyf, 
She  dremed  on  the  same  night  bifom, 
How  that  the  lyf  of  Ector  sholde  be  lorn, 
If  thilko  day  he  wente  in-to  bataille ;  4335 
She  warned   him,  but   it   mighte   nat 

availle ; 
Ho  wente  for  to  fighte  nathelees, 
Bat  he  waa  slayn  anoon  of  Achilles. 
But  thilke  tale  is  al  to  long  to  telle,  4339 
And  eek  it  is  ny  day,  I  may  nat  dwelle. 
Shortly  I  seye,  as  for  oonolosionn,      (331) 
That  I  sfaal  han  of  this  avisioon 
Advertitee ;  and  I  seye  forther-more. 
That  I  ne  telle  of  laxatyves  no  store, 
For  they  ben  venimons,  I  woot  it  wel;  4345 
I  hem  defye,  I  love  hem  never  a  deL 
Kow  let  us  speke  of  mirthe,  and  stinte 
althis; 
Madame  Pertelote,  to  hare  I  hlis, 
Of  o  tiling  god  hath  sent  me  laige  grace ; 
"For  whan  I  see  the  beantee  of  yoor  face, 
Te  ben  so  scarlet-reed  about  your  yBn, 
It  maketh  al  my  dxede  for  to  dyen ;  (34a) 
I\>r,  also  Biker  as  In  prindpio, 
MuUer  ett  TwmmU  eonfiaaio  ;  4354 

Madame,  the  sentence  of  this  Latin  is — 
Womman  is  mannes  joye  and  al  his  blis. 
Tar  whan  I  fele  a-night  your  softe  syde, 
Al-be>it  that  I  may  nat  on  yon  ryde, 
For  that  our  perche  is  maad  so  narwe, 

alasl 
I  am  so  All  of  joye  and  of  solas  4360 

That  I  defye  bothe  sweven  and  dxeem.* 
And  with  that  word  he  fi^  donn  fro  the 
beem,  (35a) 

For  it  waa  day,  and  eek  hia  hennes  alle ; 
And  with  a  ohnk  he  gan  hem  for  to  calle. 
For  he  had  foonde  a  com,  lay  in  the  yard. 


Royal  he  was,  he  was  namore  aferd ;  4366 
He  fethered  Pertelote  twenty  tyme, 
And  trad  as  ofte,  er  that  it  was  piyme. 
He  loketh  as  it  were  a  grim  leoun ;    4369 
And  on  his  toos  he  xometh  np  and  dotm. 
Him  deyned  not  to   sette    his  foot  to 

gronnde.  (361) 

He   ohnkketh,  whan   he   hath  a   com 

y-fonnde, 
And  to  him  rennen  thanne  his  wyres 

aUe. 
Thns  royal,  as  a  prince  is  in  his  halle, 
Leva  I  tills  Chaonteoleer  in  his  pasture ; 
And  after  wol  I  telle  his  aventore.     4376 
Whan  that  the  month  in  which  the 

world  bigan, 
That  highte  March,  whan  god  first  maked 

man, 
Waa  oomplet,  and  [y>pas8ed  wese  also, 
Bin  March  bigan,  thritty  dayes  and  two, 
Bifel  that  Chauntedeer,  in  al  his  piyde, 
His  seven  wyves  walking  by  his  qyde,  (37a) 
Caste  up  his  ^n  to  the  brighte  sonne. 
That   in   the   signe    of   Taurus  haddo 

y-ronne 
Twenty  degrees  and  oon,  and  somwhat 

more;  4385 

And  knew  by  kynde,  and  by  noon  other 

lore. 
That  it  was  pryme,  and  crew  with  blisful 

stevene. 
*  The  Sonne,*  he  soyde,  *  is  domben  up  on 

herene 
Fourty  degrees  and  oon,  and  more,  y-wis. 
Madame  Pertelote,  my  worldes  blis,  4390 
Herkneth  thise  blisftil  briddes  how  they 

singe,  (381) 

And  see  the  fresshe  floures  how  they 

springe; 
Fnl  is  myn  herte  of  revel  and  solas.' 
But  sodeinly  him  fil  a  sorweftd  cas ; 
For  ever  the  latter  ende  of  joye  is  wo.  4395 
God  woot  that  worldly  joye  is  sone  ago ; 
And  if  a  rethor  coude  fitire  endyte, 
He  in  a  cronique  saufly  mighte  it  wryte. 
As  for  a  sovereyn  notabilitee.  4399 

Kow  every  wys  man,  lat  him  herkne  me; 
Thia  storie  is  al-so  trewe,  I  undertake,  (391 ) 
Ab  is  the  book  of  Launoelot  de  Lake, 
That  wommen  holde  in  ful  gret  reverence. 
Kow  wol  I  tome  agayn  to  my  sentence^ 
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A  ool-foz,  All  of  sly  iniquitee,  4405 

That  in  the  gxoTe  hadde  waaed  yerei 

thz«e, 
By  heigh  imaginaciomx  fom-cast, 
The  lame  night  thurgh-oat  the  hegges 

hraat 
Into  the  yerd,  ther  Channteoleer  the  fiiure 
Was  wont,  and  eek  hia  wyvee,  to  repaire; 
And  in  a  bed  of  wortes  stille  he  lay,  (401) 
Til  it  wa«  passed  ondem  of  the  day, 
Wayting  his  tyme  on  Chaunteoleer  to 

faUe, 
As  gladly  doon  thise  homioydes  alle, 
That  in  awayt  liggen  to  mordre  men.  4415 
O  &]se  mordjter,  larking  in  thy  den  1 
O  newe  Soariot,  newe  G^enilon ! 
False  diwimiloar,  O  Greek  Sinon, 
That  broghtest  Troye  al  oatraly  to  sorwe  I 

0  Channteoleer,  acozsed  be  that  morwe, 
Ihat  thon  into  that  yerd  flon^  fto  the 

hemes!  (411)4421 

Thon   were   fnl   wel   y-wamed   by  thy 

dremes,  * 

That  thilke  day  was  perilous  to  thee. 
Bat  what  that  god  f orwoot  mot  nodes  be, 
After  the  opinioon  of  certeyn  olerkis.  44^5 
Witnesse  on  him,  that  any  perfit  olerk  is, 
Ihat  in  soole  is  gret  alteroaoionn 
In  this  matero,  and  greet  dispatisoan, 
And  hath  ben  of  an  hnndred  thousand 

men. 
Bat  I  ne  oan  not  boltc  it  to  the  bren,  4430 
As  can  the  holy  doctoar  Aagostyn,    (421) 
Or  Botee,  or  the  bishop  Bradwardyn, 
Whether  that  goddes  worthy  forwiting 
Stresmeth  me  nedely  for  to  doon  a  thing, 
(Kedely  depe  I  simple  neoessitee} ;     4455 
Or  elles,  if  £rae  choys  be  graonted  me 
To  do  that  same  thing,  or  do  it  noght, 
Though  god  forwoot  it,  er  that  it  was 

wroght; 
Or  if  his  witing  streyneth  neveie  a  del 
Bat  by  necessitee  oondioioneL  4440 

1  wol  not  han  to  do  of  swioh  matere ;  (431) 
Ky  tale  is  of  a  cok,  as  ye  may  here, 
That  took  his  oonnseil  of  his  wyf,  with 


To  walken  in  the  yerd  apon  that  morwe 
That  he  had  mot  the  dreem,  that  I  yow 
tolde.  4445 

Wamaennes  ooonseils  been  fnl  ollecolde ; 


Wommannes  oonnseil  broghte  ns  first  to 

wo. 
And  made  Adam  fro  paradys  to  go, 
Ther4w  he  was  fol  meiy,  and  welrat  eae. — 
Bat   for   I   noot,    to  whom  it  mighte 

displese,  44.« 

If  I  oonnseil  of  wommen  wolde  blame,  (441) 
Pssse  OTor,  for  I  seyde  it  in  my  game. 
Bade  anotoors,  wher  they  trete  of  swieh 

matere, 
And  what  thay  seyn  of  wommen  ye  may 

hera 
Thise  been  the  ookkes  wordes,  and  nat 

myne;  4455 

I  can  noon  harm  of  nowommaa  divynoL — 

SWre  in  the  sond,  to  bathe  hir  merily, 

lorth  Pertelote,  and  alle  hir  sostres  by, 

Agayn  the  sonne;  and  Ghanntedeer  so 

free 
Song  merier  than  the  maimayde  in  the 

see;  44^ 

For  Fhisiologos  seith  sikerly,  (451) 

How  that  th^  singen  wel  and  mexily. 
Apd  so  bifU  that,  as  he  caste  his  yfi. 
Among  the  wortes,  on  a  boterflye,      4464 
He  was  war  of  this  fox  that  lay  fnl  lowe. 
No-thing  ne  liste  him  thanne  for  to  orowe, 
Bat  eryde  anon,  'ook,  eok,'  and  up  he 

stette. 
As  man  that  was  aifrayed  in  his  harte. 
For  natarelly  a  beest  de^yreth  flee 
Frohisoontrarie,if  hemay  itsea,      4470 
Though  he  neyer  erst  had  seyn  it  with 

his  ye.  (461} 

This  Ghanntedeer,  whan  he  gan  him 

espye. 
He  wolde  han  fled,  bat  that  the  fboc  anom 
Seyde,  *  (dentil  aire,  alias  1  wher  wol  ye 

gon? 
Be   ye   afhayed  of  me  that   am   yoor 

freend?  4475 

Now  oertes,  I  were  worse  than  a  feend. 
If  I  to  yow  wolde  harm  or  yileinye. 
I  am  nat  oome  year  oonnseil  for  t'eapye ; 
Bat  trewely,  the  oaose  of  my  oominge 
Was  only  for  to  herkne  how  that  ye 

singe.  (470)  4480 

For  trewely  ye  have  as  mexy  a  stevene 
As  eny  anngel  hath,  that  is  in  herene ; 
Therwith  ye  han  in  masik  more  ISdinge 
Than  hadde  Boeooi  or  any  that  oan  singer 
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My  lord  your  fader  (god  his  soule  blerae  0 
And  eek  yoar  moder,  of  hir  gentilesse, 
Han  in  myn  horxB  y-been,  to  my  gret  ese ; 
And  certes,  sire,  tal  fayn  wolde  I  yow 

plefle.  448^ 

Bnt  for  men  spelce  of  unging,  I  wol  aaye, 
So  mote  I  bronke  wel  myn  eyen  tweye, 
Save  yow,  I  herde  never  man  so  singe, 
Ab  dide  yonr  &der  in  the  morweninge ; 
Ceries,  it  was  of  herte,  al  that  he  song. 
And  for  to  make  his  voys  the  more  strong, 
He  wolde  so  peyne  him,  that  with  bothe 

hiayfin  4495 

He  mocte  winke,  so  londe  he  wolde  ctyen. 
And  stonden  on  his  tiptoon  ther-with-al, 
And  strecohe  forth  his  nekke  long  and 


And  eek  he  was  of  swioh  disorecioim,    . 
That  ther  nas  no  man  in  no  regioan  4500 
That  him  in  song   or  wisdom   mighte 

pMse.  (4^1) 

I  have  wel  rad  in  daon  Bomel  the  Asse, 
Among  his  vers,  how  that  ther  was  a  cok, 
For  that  a  preestes  sone  yaf  him  a  knok 
Upon  his  leg,  whyl  he  was  yong  and 

nyoe,  45^ 

He  made  him  for  to  lese  his  beneQ^oe. 
Bat  oerteyn^  ther  nis  no  oomparisoan 
Bitwix  the  wisdom  and  diserecionn 
Of  yonre  fiuier,  and  of  his  sabtiltee.  (499) 
Now  singeth,  sire,  for  seinte  Gharitee,  4510 
Iiet  see,  conne  ye  your  fader  oonntrefete?' 
This  Channteoleer  his  winges  gan  to  bete, 
Aa  man  that  eoade  his  tresoon  nat  espye. 
So  waa  he  ravisshed  with  his  flaterye. 

Alias !  ye  lordes,  many  a  fids  flatoor 
Is  in  your  oonrtes,  and  many  a  losengeonr. 
That  plesen  yow  wel  more,  by  my  feith. 
Than  he  that  soothfastnesse  onto  yow 

seiih. 
Bedeth  Eoolesiaste  of  flatexye ; 
Beth  war,  ye  lordes,  of  hir  treoheryoi  4520 
This  Chaunteoleer  stood  hye  np-on  his 

tooe,  (511) 

Strecohing  his  nekke,  and  heeld  his  eyen 

cloos, 
And  gan  to  crowe  loade  for  the  nones ; 
And  dann  Bnssel  the  fox  sterte  np  at 

ones,  4534 

And  by  the  gargat  hente  Channteoleer, 
And  on  his  bak  toward  the  wode  him  beer, 


For  yet  ne  was  ther  no  man  that  him 

sewed. 
O  destinee,  that  mayst  nat  been  eschewed ! 
Alias,  that  Channteoleer  fieigh  firo  the 

hemes  I  4529 

Alias,  his  wyf  ne  roghte  nat  of  dremes ! 
AndonaFridayfilalthismesohannoe.  (521) 
O  Yenns,  that  art  goddesse  of  pleaannoe, 
Sin  that  thy  servant  was  this  Channte* 

deer, 
And  in  thy  service  dide  al  his  poweer, 
More  for  delyt,  than  world  to  mnltiplye, 
Why  woldestow  snfEre  him  on  thy  day  to 

dye?  4536 

O  Ganfred,  dere  mayster  soverayn, 
That,  whan  thy  worthy  king  Biohard 

wassU^yn 
With  shot,  oompleynedest  his  deth  so 

sore, 
Why  ne  hadde  I  now  thy  sentenoe  and 

thy  love,  454a 

The  Friday  for  to  ohyde,  as  diden  ye?  (531) 
(For  on  a  Friday  soothly  slayn  was  he.) 
Than  wolde  I  shewe  yow  how  that  I  oonde 

pleyne 
For  Chaontederes   drede,  and  for  his 

peyne. 
Certes,  swioh  oiy  ne  lamentaoionn  4545 
Was  never  of  ladies  maad,  whan  llioan 
Was  wonne,  and  Pirms  with  his  streite 

swerd. 
Whan  he  hadde  hent  king  Friam  l^  the 

herd, 
And  slayn  him  (as  saith  ns  Eneydo§\ 
As  maden  alle  the  hennes  in  the  clos,  4550 
Whan  they  had  seyn  of  Chaontecleer  the 

sighte.  (541) 

Bnt  sovereynly  dame  Pertelote  shrighte, 
Fol  lender  than  dide  Hasdrubales  wyf, 
Whan  that  hir  honsbond  hadde  lost  hislyf, 
And   that   the  Bomayns  hadde   brend 

Cartage;  4555 

She  was  so  ftxl  of  torment  and  of  rage. 
That  wilAilly  into  the  fyr  she  sterte, 
And  brende  hir-selven  with  a  stedfkst 

herte. 
O  wofdl  hennes,  right  so  oryden  ye, 
As,  whan  that  Nero  brende  the  dtee  4560 
Of  Bome,  cryden  senatonres  wyves,    (551) 
For  that  hir  honsbondes  losten  alle  hir 

lyveej 
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Withoaten  gilt  this  Nero  hath  hem  Blayn. 
Now  wol  I  tome  to  my  tale  agayn : — 
This  sely  widwe,  and  eek  hir  doghtres 

two,  4565 

Herden  thise  hennes  cryeand  maken  wo, 
And  out  at  dores  sterten  they  anoon, 
And  syen  the  fox  toward  the  grove  goon, 
And  Imut  upon  his  hak  the  cok  away ; 
And  cxyden,  *  Out !  haxtow !  and  weyla- 

way !  4570 

Ha,  ha,  the  fox!'  and  after  him  they 

ran,  (561) 

And  eek  with  staves  many  another  man ; 
lian  Golle  otur  dogge,  and  Talbot,  and 

Gerhmd, 
And  Malkin,  with  a  distaf  in  hir  hand ; 
Ban  cow  and  oalf,  and  eek  the  verray 

hogges  4575 

So  were  they  fered  for  berking  of  the 

dogges 
And  shouting  of  the  men  and  wimmen 

eke, 
They  ronne  so,  hem  thonghte  hir  herte 

breke. 
They  yelleden  as  feendes  doon  in  helle  ; 
Ihe  dokes  cryden  as  men  wolde  hem 

quelle ;  0)7")  45^0 

The  gees  for  fere  flowen  over  the  trees  ; 
Oat  of  the  hyve  cam  the  swarm  of  bees ; 
So  hidons  was  the  noyse,  a !  henedicUe  I 
Certes,  he  Jakke  Straw,  and  his  meynee, 
Ne  made  never  shoates  half  so  shrille,  4585 
Whan  that  they  wolden  any  Fleming 

kille, 
As  thilke  day  was  maad  upon  the  fox. 
Of  bras  thay  bioghten  hemes,  and  of  box, 
Of  horn,  of  boon,  in  whiche  they  blewe 

and  pouped. 
And  therwithal  thay  shxyked  and  they 

honped ;  4590 

It  semed  as  that  heven  sholde  fiUle.   (5^1) 
Now,  gode  men,  I  pray  yow  herkneth  alle ! 

Lo,  how  fortune  ttimeth  sodeinly 
The  hope  and  pryde  eek  of  hir  enemy ! 
This  00k,  that  lay  upon  the  foxes  bak,  4595 
In  al  his  drede,  nn-to  the  fox  he  spak, 
And  seyde,  *  sire,  if  that  I  were  as  ye, 
Yet  sholde  I  seyn  (as  wis  god  helpe  me), 
Tometh  agayn,  yo  inronde  cherlee  alle ! 


A  verray  pestilence  np-on  yow  fallo !  46cx> 
Now  am  I  come  nn-to  this  wodes  ayde, 
ICaugree  your  heed,  the  00k  shal  h«er 

abyde ;  C592) 

I  wol  him  ete  in  feith,  and  that  anon/ — 
The  fox  answerde,  *in  feith,  it  shal  be 

don,»— 
And  as  he  spak  that  word,  al  sodeinly  4605 
This  cok  brak  from  his  mouth  deliverly. 
And  heighe  up^in  a  tree  he  fleigh  anon. 
And  whan  the  fox  saugh  that  he  was 

*  AUas !'  quod  he,  *  O  Chauntedeer,  alias ! 
I  have  to  yow,'  quod  he,  *  y-doon  trespas, 
In-as-muc^e  as  I  maked  yow  afard,  (601} 
Whan  I  yow  hente,  and  broghte  out  of 

theyerd; 
But,  sire,  I  dide  it  in  no  wikke  entente  ; 
Com  doun,  and  I  shal  telle  yow  what 

I  mente. 
I  shal  seye  sooth  to  yow,  god  help  me  so.* 

*  Nay  than,*  quod  he,  *  I  shrewo  us  bothe 

two,  4616 

And  first  I  shrowe  my-self^  bothe  blood 

and  bones. 
If  thou  bigyle  me  ofler  than  ones. 
Thou  Shalt  na-more,  thuzgh  thy  flaterjra, 
Do  me  to  singe  and  winke  with  myn  y& 
For  he  that  winketh,  whan  he  shcdde  see, 
Al  wilftilly,  god  lat  him  never  thee  I*  (612) 

*  Nay,'  quod  the  fox,  *  but  god  yeve  him 

mesohannce. 
That  is  BO  undiscreet  of  goveniaunoe, 
That  jangleth  whan  he  sholde  holde  his 

pees.'  4635 

Ia>,  Bwich  it  is  for  to  be  recohelees, 
And  necligent,  and  truste  on  fiaterye. 
But  ye  that  holden  this  tale  a  folye, 
As  of  a  fox,  or  of  a  cok  and  hen, 
Taketh  the  moralitee,  good  men.         46J0 
For  seint  Paul  seith,  that  al  that  writen 

i«,  (6«) 

To  our  doctryne  it  is  y-write,  y-wia 
Taketh  the  fruyt,  and  lat  the  chaf  be 

stille. 
Now,  gode  god,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille. 
As  seith  my  lord,  so  make  us  alle  good 

men ;  4655 

And  bringe  us  to  his  heighe  blisse.   Amen. 


Here  la  ended  the  Nonne  Preestea  Tale. 
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*  Six Nonnes  Freest,*  our  hoste  s^de anoon, 

*  T-blessed  be  thy  breche,  and  every  stoon ! 
Ibis  was  a  mery  tale  ot  Channtecleer. 
But,  by  my  troTithe,  if  thou  were  necnler, 
Thoa  -woldest  been  a  trede-fonla-right.  4641 
For,  if  thon  have  oorage  as  thoa  hast 

might, 
Thee  were  nede  of  hennes,  aa  I  wene, 
Ya,  xno  than  seven  tymes  seventene. 


See,  whiche  bratmes  hath  this  gentil 
Preest,  4645 

So  greet  a  nekke,  and  ffwich  alargebreest ! 
He  loketh  asa  sperhanlc  with  his  ySn  ;  (11) 
Him  nedeth  nat  his  colonr  for  to  dyen 
With  brasil,  ne  with  greyn  of  Portingale. 
Now  sire,  faire  falle  yow  for  yofore  tale! ' 
And  after  that  he,  with  fhl  mery  chore, 
Seide  to  another,  as  ye  shollen  here.  4652 

»T.  11935. 


GROUP  C. 


THE   PHISICIENS  TALE. 

Here  folweth  the  Fhisiciens  Tale. 


TincB  was,  as  telleth  Titus  Livins, 
A  knight  that  called  was  Virginias, 
Falfild  of  honoar  and  of  worthinesse, 
And  strong   of  freendes   and  of  greet 

richesse.  [T.  11938 

This  knight  a  doghter  hadde  by  his  wyf. 
No  children  hadde  he  mo  in  al  his  lyf.  6 
f^ir  was  this  mayde  in  exoellent  beaatee 
Aboven  every  wight  that  man  may  see  ; 
For  natare  hath  with  sovereyn  diligence 
Y-formed  hir  in  so  greet  excellence,  xo 
As  thoagh  she  wolde  seyn,  *lo !  I,  Natare, 
Thas  can  I  forme  and  peynte  a  creature. 
Whan  that  me  list ;  who  can  me  countre- 

fete? 
Figmalion  noght,  thonjh  he  ay  forge  and 

bete, 


Or  grave,  or  peynte  ;  for  I  dar  wel  se3m,  15 
Apelles,  Zanzis,  sholde  werche  in  veyn. 
Gather  to  grave  or  peynte  or  forge  or  bete, 
If  they  presamed  me  to  coantrefete. 
For  he  that  is  the  former  principal 
Hath  maked  me  his  vicaire  general,      20 
To  forme  and  peynten  erthely  creataris 
Eight  as  me  list,  and  ech  thing  in  my 

care  is 
Under  the  mone,  that  may  wane  and  waxe, 
And  for  my  werk  right  no-thing  wol  I  axe ; 
My  lord  and  I  ben  fal  of  oon  accord ;     25 
I  made  hir  to  the  worship  of  my  lord. 
So  do  I  alle  myne  othore  oreatares. 
What  coloar  that  they  han,  or  what 

figures.'— 
Thus  semeth  me  that  Natare  wolde  seye. 
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This  mayde  of  age  twelf  yeer  vma  and 

tweye,  30 

In  whioh  that  Nature  hadde  swioh  delyt. 
For  right  as  she  oan  peynte  a  lilie  'wh3rt 
And  reed  a  rose,  right  with  swich  peyntnre 
She  peynted  hath  this  noble  oreatore 
Er  she  were  bom,  up-on  hir  limes  free,  35 
Wher^is  by  right  swiche  ooloois  sholdebe ; 
And  Phebns  dyed  hath  hir  tresses  grete 
Lyk  to  the  stremes  of  his  burned  hete. 
And  if  that  excellent  was  hir  beautee, 
A  thoQsand-foId  more  vertnons  was  she.  40 
In  hir  ne  lakked  no  condioionn, 
That  is  to  preyse,  as  by  discrecioon. 
As  wel  in  goost  as  body  chast  was  she; 
For  which  she  floored  in  virginitee 
With  alle  htunilitee  and  abstinence,      45 
With  alle  attemperannce  and  pacience, 
With  mesore  eek  of  bering  and  array. 
Discreet  she  was  in  answering  alway ; 
Though  she  were  wys  asFiallas,  dar  I  seyn, 
Hir  faconnd  eek  ftd  wommanly  and  pleyn, 
No  conntrefeted  termes  hadde  she  51 

To  seme  wys ;  bnt  after  hir  degree 
She  spak,  and  alle  hir  wordes  more  and 

lesse 
Sonninge  in  vertu  and  in  gentillease. 
Shamfast  she  was  in  maydens  sham&st- 

nesse,  55 

Constant  in  herte,  and  ever  in  bisinesse 
To  dryve  hir  ont  of  ydel  slogardye. 
Baons   hadde   of  hir   month   right   no 

maistrye; 
For  wyn  and  yoathe  doon  Yenns  enerece, 
As  men  in  fyr  wol  oasten  oile  or  greoe.  60 
And  of  hir  owene  verto,  nnconstreyned, 
She  hath  to!  ofbe  tyme  syk  hir  feyned, 
For  that  she  wolde  fleen  the  companye 
Wher  lykly  was  to  treten  of  folye. 
As  is  at  festes,  revels,  and  at  dannoes.  65 
That  been  occasions  of  daliannces 
Swich  thinges  maken  children  for  to  be 
To  sone  xype  and  bold,  as  men  may  see, 
Which  is  fal  perilous,  and  hath  ben  yore. 
For  al  to  sone  may  she  leme  lore  70 

Of  boldnesse,  whan  she  woxen  is  a  wyf  . 

And  ye  maistresses  in  your  olde  lyf. 
That  lordes  doghtres  han  in  govemannce, 
Ne  taketh  of  my  wordes  no  displesannce ; 
Thenketh  that  ye  ben  set  in  goveminges  75 
Of  lordes  dughtres,  only  for  two  thlngus ; 


Onther  for  ye  han  kept  your  honeatee. 
Or  elles  ye  han  faUe  in  freletee. 
And  knowen  wel  y-nongh  the  olde  daonoe, 
And  han  forsaken  itdly  swich  meschaonee 
For  evermo ;  therfore,  for  Cristes  sake,  81 
To  techo  hemTartn  loke  that  ye  no  slake. 
A  theef  of  venisoon,  that  hath  forlaft 
His  likeronsneese,  and  al  his  olde  craft. 
Can  kepe  a  forest  best  of  any  man.         85 
Now  kepeth  hem  wel,  for  if  ye  wel,  ye  can ; 
Loke  wel  that  ye  nn-to  no  vice  aasente. 
Lest  ye  be  dampned  for  your  wikke  en- 
tente; 
For  who-so  doth,  a  traitoor  is  certeyn. 
And  taketh  kepe  of  that  that  I  shal 
seyn;  90 

Of  alle  tresons  sovereyn  pestilence 
Is  whan  a  wight  bitrayseth  innocence. 

Ye  fiulres  and  ye  modres  eek  also, 
Thoogh  ye  han  children,  be  it  oon  or  two, 
Tonr  is  the  charge  of  al  hir  sorveyannoe,  95' 
Whyl  that  they  been  under  your  govem- 
annce. 
Beth  war  that  by  ensample  of  your  livinge, 
Or  by  your  nedigence  in  chastisinge, 
That  they  ne  perisse ;  for  I  dar  wel  s^ya, 
Ifthattheydoon,yeshulitdereabeye.  100 
Under  a  shepherde  softs  and  nedlgent 
The  wolf  hath  many  a  sheep  and  lamb 

to-rent. 
Su^seth  oon  ensample  now  as  here. 
For  I  mot  tume  agayn  to  my  matere. 
This  mayde,  of  which  I  wol  this  tale 
ezpresse,  log 

Sokepte  hir-self,  hir  nededno  maisferease ; 
For  in  hir  living  maydens  mighten  rede, 
As  in  a  book,  every  good  word  or  dede, 
That  longeth  to  a  mayden  vertuous; 
She  was  so  prudent  and  so  bonntevons.  iio 
For  which  the  fiune  oub«prong  on  every 

syde 
Bothe  of  h  ir  beautee  and  hir  bountee  wyde ; 
That  thurgh  that  land  theyprqysed  hir 

eohone. 
That  loved  vertu,  save  envye  allone, 
That  soxy  is  of  other  mennes  wele,        1 15 
And  glad  is  of  his  sorwe  and  hJs  unhele ; 
(The  doctour  maketh  this  descripeionnX 
This  mayde  up-on  a  day  wente  in  thetoun 
Toward  a  temple,  with  hir  moder  dere, 
Asisofyonge  maydens  the  manere.    uo 
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Now  -was  ther  ihanne  a  justice  in  that 

toim, 
Tbmt  goTemonr  was  of  that  repoon. 
And  80  bifsl,  this  jnge  his  478x1  oaste 
Up-on  this  ma^e,  avynnge  him  fU  fiaste, 
As  she  cam  forby  ther  this  jnge  stood.  125 
Anon  his  herte  ohaonged  and  his  mood, 
So  was  he  caught  with  beaatee  of  this 

mayde; 
And  to  him-self  All  prively  he  sayde, 
*  This  mayde  shal  be  myn,  for  any  man.' 
Anon  the  feend  in-to  his  herte  ran,  150 
And  tanghte  him  eodeynly,  that  he  l^ 

slights 
The  mayden  to  his  pnrpos  winne  mights. 
Por  certes,  by  no  force,  ne  by  no  mede, 
Himthooghte,  hewasnatablefortospede ; 
For  she  was  strong  of  freendes,  and  eek  she 
Conformed  was  in  swich  soverayn  bonntee, 
That  wel  he  wiste  he  mighte  hir  never 

winne  137 

As  for  to  make  hir  with  hir  body  sinne. 
For  which,  by  greet  deliberacionn. 
He  sente  after  a  cherl,  was  in  the  tonn,  140 
TVliich  that  he  knew  for  snbtil  and  for 

bold. 
This  juge  nn-to  this  cherl  his  tale  hath  told 
In  secree  wyse,  and  made  him  to  ensure, 
He  sholde  telle  it  to  no  creature, 
And  if  he  dide,  he  sholde  lose  his  heed.  145 
Whan  that  assented  was  this  cnrsed  reed. 
Glad  was  this  jnge  and  maked  him  greet 

chere. 
And  yaf  him  yiftes  preoionse  and  dere. 
Whan  shapen  was  al  hir  oonspiraoye 
Fro  point  to  point,  how  that  his  lecherye 
Parfoomed  sholde  been  Ail  subtiUy,     151 
As  ye  shnl  here  it  after  openly, 
Hoom  gooth  the  cherl,  that  highte  Clan- 

dins. 
This  false  juge  that  highte  Apius, 
So  was  his  name,  (for  this  is  no  fable,  155 
But  knowen  for  historial  thing  notable. 
The  sentence  of  it  sooth  is,  out  of  doute), 
This  fiUse  jnge  gooth  now  faste  abonte 
To  hasten  his  delyt  al  that  he  may. 
And  so  bifel  sone  after,  on  a  day,  .160 

This  fiklse  jnge,  as  teUeth  ns  the  storie. 
As  he  was  wont,  sat  in  his  eonsistorie. 
And  yaf  his  domes  np-on  sondry  cas. 
This  fiJse  cherl  cam  forth  a  fdl  greet  pas. 


Andseyde,  *Iord,ifthatitbeyonrwille,  165 
As  dooth  me  right  np-on  this  pitons  bille, 
In  which  I  pl^yne  np-on  Virginins. 
And  if  that  he  wol  seyn  it  is  nat  thus, 
I  wol  it  preva,  and  flnde  good  witnesse, . 
That  sooth  is  that  my  bille  wol  ezpresse.' 

The  juge  answerde,   *of  this,  in  his 

absence,  171 

I  may  nat  yeve  difOnitif  sentence. 

Lat  do  him  caUe,  and  I  wol  gladly  here  ; 

Hiou  shalt  have  al  right,  and  no  wrong 

here.*  174 

Virginins  cam,  to  wite  the  juges  wille. 
And  right  anon  was  rad  this  cursed  biUe ; 
The  sentence  of  it  was  as  ye  shul  here. 

*  To  yow,  my  lord,  sire  Apius  so  dere, 
Sheweth  your  povre  servant  Claudius, 
How  that  a  knight,  called  Yiiginius,    180 
Agayns  the  lawe,  agayn  al  equitee, 
Holdeth,  expres  agayn  the  wil  of  me. 
My  servant,  which  that  is  my  thral  by 

right. 
Which  fifo  myn  hous  was  stole  up-on 

anight, 
Whyl  that  she  was  fhl  yong ;  this  wol 

I  preve  185 

By  witnesse,  lord,  so  that  it  nat  yow  greve. 
She  nis  his  doghter  nat,  what  so  he  seye  ; 
Wherfore  to  yow,  my  lord  the  juge,  I  preye, 
Yeld  me  my  thral,  if  that  it  be  your  wille.* 
Lo !  this  was  al  the  sentence  of  his  bille. 
Yirginius  gan  up-on  the  cherl  biholde. 
But  hastily,  er  he  his  tale  tolde,  193 

And  woldo  have  preved  it,  oa   sholde 

a  knight. 
And  eek  by  witnessing  of  many  a  wight. 
That  it  was  fals  that  seyde  his  adversarie. 
This  cursed  juge  wolde  no-thing  tarie,  196 
Ne  here  a  word  more  of  Viiginius, 
But  yaf  his  jugement,  and  seyde  thus : — 

*  I  deme  anon  this  cherl  his  servant  have ; 
Thou  shalt  no  lenger  in  thyn  hous  hir 

save.  200 

Gk>  bring  hir  forth,  and  put  hir  in  our 

warde, 
The  cherl  shal  have  his  thral,  this  I 

awarde.* 
And  whan  this  worthy  knight  Virginins, 
Thurgh  sentence  of  this  justice  Apius, 
Moste  by  force  his  dere  doghter  yiven  305 
Un-to  the  juge,  in  lechezye  to  liven, 
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He  gooth  him  hoom,  and  n^tte  him  in  his 

haUe, 
And  leet  anon  hia  dare  doghter  oalle, 
And,  with  a  face  deed  as  aaahen  oolde. 
Upon  hir  hnmhle  faoe  he  gan  biholde,  sio 
Withfadrespiteestikingthorgh  his  herte, 
Al  wolde  he  ftom  his  porpos  nat  oonverte. 
*  Doghter,'  qnod  he,  *  Virginia,  by  thy 
name, 
Ther  been  two  w^yes,  oother  deeih  or 


That  thon  most  snffie ;  alias !  that  I  was 
bore  I  ai5 

For  never  thou  deservedest  wherfore 
To  dyen  with  a  swerd  or  with  a  knyf. 
0  dere  doghter,  ender  of  my  ly^ 
Which  I  have  foetied   np  with   swioh 

plesannoe, 
That  thou  were  never  ont  of  my  remem- 
braonce !  aao 

O  doghter,  which  that  art  my  laste  wo. 
And  in  my  lyf  my  laste  joye  also, 
O  gemme  of  chastitee,  in  paoience 
Take  thon  thy  deeth,  for  tlus  is  my  sen- 
tence. 
For  love  and  nat  for  hate,  thon  most  be 
deed ;  225 

My  pitons  hand  mot  smyten  of  ibyn  heed. 
Alias  J  that  ever  Apins  thee  say  I 
Thns  hath  he  falaly  jnged  thee  to-day ' — 
And  tolde  hir  al  the  cas,  as  ye  bifore  229 
Han  herd ;  nat  nedeth  for  to  telle  it  more. 
'  O  mercy,  dpre  fSader,'  qnod  this  mayde, 
And  with  that  word  she  both  hir  armes 

layde 
Abont  his  nekke,  as  she  was  wont  to  do : 
The  teres  bro^te  ont  of  hir  eyen  two, 
And  seyde, '  gode  fader,  shal  I  dye  ?     235 
Is  ther  no  grace?  is  ther  no  remedye  ? ' 
*  No,  certes,  dere  doghter  myn,'  qnod  he. 
^Thanne  yif  me  leyser,  fader  myn,'  qnod 
she, 
'  My  deeth  for  to  oompl^yne  a  litel  space ; 
For  Pardee,  Jepteyaf  his  doghter  grace  340 
For  to  compleyne,  er  he  hir  slow,  alias  I 
And  god  it  wpot,  no-thing  was  hir  trespas, 
Bat  for  she  ran  hir  &der  first  to  see, 
To  welcome  him  with  greet  solempnitee.' 
And  with  that  word  she  fil  aswowne  anon, 
And  after,  whan  hir  swowning  is  agon,  346 


Sha  xyseth  up,  and  to  hir  &der  sayde, 
*  Blessed  be  god,  that  I  shal  dye  amayde. 
Tif  me  my  deeth,  er  that  I  have  ashame ; 
Doth  with  yoax  child  yonr  wil,  a  goddes 

nameJ '  130 

And  with  that  woid  she  preyed  him  Ibl 

ofte, 
That  with  his  swerd  he  wolde  sn^yte  aoAe, 
And  with  that  word  aswowne  donn  she  flL 
Hir  £»dar,  with  ttd  sorwefhl  herte  and  wil, 
Hir  heed  of  smoot,  and  by  the  top  it 

hente,  J55 

And  to  the  jnge  he  gan  it  to  presento, 
As  he  sat  yet  in  doom  in  consistorie. 
And  whan  the  juge  it  sangh,  as  seith  the 

stone. 
He  bad  to  take  him  and  anhange  him 

faste.  259 

Bat  right  anon  a  thousand  peple  in  th  raate, 
To  save  the  knight,  for  ronthe  and  for 

pitee. 
For  knowen  was  the  false  iniqoitee. 
The  peple  anon  hath  suspect  of  this  thing, 
By  manere  of  the  cherles  chalanging, 
That  it  was  by  th'assent  of  Apios ;       9^ 
They  wisten  wel  that  he  was  leoherooa. 
For  which  on-to  this  Apios  they  gon. 
And  caste  him  in  a  prison  right  anon, 
WheP4s  he  slow  him-self ;  and  Claodina, 
That  servant  was  un-to  this  Apins,       ajo 
Was  demed  for  to  hange  npon  a  tree ; 
But  that  Virginias,  of  his  pitee. 
So  preyde  for  him  that  he  was  oxyled ; 
And  elles,  cartes,  he  had  been  bigyled. 
The  remenant  were  anhanged,  more  and 

lesse,  275 

That  were  consentant  of  this   enrsed- 


Heer  men  may  seen  howsinna  hath  his 

meryte! 
Beth  war,  for  no  man  woot  whom  god 

wolsmyte 
In  no  degree,  ne  in  which  manar  wyse 
The  worm  of  conscience  may  agxyse    280 
Of  wlkked  lyf,  though  it  so  privee  be, 
That  no  man  woot  the^Kif  but  god  and  ha^ 
For  be  he  lowed  man,  or  elles  lered. 
He  noot  how  sone  that  he  shal  been  afered. 
Therfore  I  rede  yow  this  oonseil  take,  385 
Forsaketh  sinne,  er  sinne  yow  fomka. 


Hare  andath  tha  Ptiiaiclaiia  Tale. 
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WORDS  OF  THE  HOST. 


Tlie  wordM  of  the  Host  to  the  PUatden  and  the  Pardoner. 


OuB    Hoete   gaa  to  twera  as   he  were 

wood, 
*  Harrow  !  *  qaod  he,  *  by  naylee  and  hy 

blood! 
Thia  was  a  flids  cherl  and  a  £iJa  jnstyie ! 
Aa  ehamfttl  deeth  aeherte  may  devyae  390 
Gome  to  ihiee  jngee  and  hir  adyocats  I 
Algate  this  sely  nuiyde  is  slayn,  alias  1 
AUas !  to  dare  boghte  she  beantee  I 
Wherfore  I  aeye  al  day,  as  men  may  see, 
That  yifkes  of  fortune  or  of  nature       295 
Ben  cause  of  deeth  to  many  aoreatnre.  (10) 
Hir  beantee  was  hir  deeth,  I  dar  wel  sayn ; 
Alias  1  BO  pitonsly  as  she  was  slayn  I 
Of  bothe  yiftes  that  I  speke  of  now 
Hen  kan  fdl  ofle  more  harm  than  prow. 
Bat  trewely,  myn  owene  mayster  dere,  301 
This  is  a  pitons  tale  for  to  here. 
Bat  natheles,  passe  over,  is  no  foxs ; 
I  prey  to  god,  so  save  thy  gentil  oors,  304 
And  eek  thyne  nrinals  and  thy  jordanes, 
Thyn  Ypocras,  and  eek  thy  Ghilianes,  (ao) 
Andevecy  hoist  fhl  of  thy  letnarie ; 
Qod  blesse   hem,  and   oar  lady  seinte 

Hariel 
So  mot  I  theen,  thoa  art  a  propre  man, 
And  lyh  a  prelat,  by  leint  Bonyan  I     310 


Seyde  I  nat  welP    I  can  nat  speke  in 

terme; 
Bat  wel  I  woot,  thoa  doost  my  herte  to 

erme, 
That  I  almost  have  oaoght  a  cftrdianle. 
"By  corpos  bones !  bat  I  have  triaole,    314 
Or  elles  a  draught  of  moyste  and  corny  ale, 
Or  bat  I  here  anon  a  mery  tale,  (30) 

Myn  herte  is  lost  for  pitee  of  this  mi^e. 
Thoa  bel  amy,  thou  Pardoner,*  he  seyde, 

*  Tel  OS  som  nirihe  or  japes  right  anon.' 
*It  shall  be  doon,*  qnod  he,  *by  seint. 

Bonyon  1  320 

Bat  first,'  qaod  he,  *heer  at  this  ale- 
stake 

I  wol  both  drinke,  and  eten  of  a  cake.' 
Bat  right  anon  thise  gentils  gonne  to 
ciye, 

'  Nay !  lat  him  telle  as  of  no  ribaady  e ; 

Tel  as  som  moral  thing,  that  we  may 
lere  325 

Som   wit,  and   thanne  wol  we  gladly 
here.*  (40) 

*  I  graonte,  y-wis,*  qaod  he,  *  bat  I  mot 

thinke 
Up-on  som  honest  thing,  whyl  that  I 
drinke,' 
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THE    PROLOGUE    OF    THE 
PARDONERS   TALE, 


Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Pardoners  Tale. 
JiadisB  malorutn  ut  CupidUas:  Ad  Tkimothoumy  »exU>, 


'LoBDivos,'  quod  he,  *  in  chirohes  whan  I 

preche, 
I  peyne  me  to  han  an  hantejm  speche,  350 
And  ringe  it  out  as  round  as  gooth  a  belle, 
For  I  can  al  by  rote  that  I  telle. 
My  theme  is  alvey  oon,  and  ever  was — 
'*  Sadix  malorum.  ut  Cupiditat." 
'    First  I  pronounce  whennes  that  I  come. 
And  than  my  bullefl  shewo  I,  alle  and 

Bomme.  336 

Dor  lige  lordes  seel  on  my  patente. 
That  shewe  I  first,  my  body  to  warente,  (10) 
That  no  man  be  so  bold,  ne  preest  ne  clerk, 
Me  to  destourbe  of  Cristes  holy  werk;  340 
And  after  that  than  teUe  I  forth  my  tales, 
Bnlles  of  popes  and  of  oardinales. 
Of  patriarkes,  and  bishoppes  I  shewe  ; 
And  in  Latyn  I  speke  a  wordes  fewe, 
To  saffron  with  my  predicaoioun,         345 
And  for  to  stire  men  to  devooionn.       (18) 
Than  shewe  I  forth  my  longe  oristal  stones, 
Y-crammed  ful  of  dontes  and  of  bones ; 
Beliks  been  they,  as  wenen  they  echoon. 
Than  have  I  in  latoun  a  sholder-boon  350 
Which  that  was  of  an  holy  Jewes  shepe. 
"  Good  men,"  seyo  I,  "  tak  of  my  wordes 

kepe; 
If  that  this  boon  be  wasshe  in  any  welle. 
If  cow,  or  calf,  or  sheep,  or  oxe  swelle 
That  any  worm  hath  ete,  or  worm  y- 

stonge,  355 

Tak  water  of  that  weUe,  and  wash  his 

tonge. 
And  it  is  hool  anon ;  and  forthermore, 
Of  pokkes  and  of  scabbe,  and  every  soreCjo) 


Shal  eveiy  sheep  be  hool,  that  of  this  welle 
Drinketh  a  draughte ;  tak  kepe  eek  what 

I  telle.  3^ 

If  that  the  good-man,  that  the  beetesoweth, 
Wol  every  wike,  er  that  the  cok  him 

oroweth, 
IVtftinge,  drinken  of  this  welleadraughte. 
As  thilke  holy  Jewo  our  eldres  taugfate. 
His  bestes  and  his  stoor  shal  miiltiplye.  365 
And,  sirs,  also  it  heleth  jalonsye ; 
For,  though  a  man  bo  fhlle  in  jalons.ra^c. 
Let  maken  with  this  water  his  potage,  (40) 
And  never  shal  he  more  his  wyf  mistriste. 
Though  he  the  sooth  of  hir  defitnte  wiste ; 
AI  had  she  taken  preestes  two  or  three.  371 
Heer  is  a  miteyn  eek,  that  ye  may  see. 
Ho  that  his  bond  wol  putte  in  this  miteyn. 
He  shal  have  multiplying  of  his  greyn. 
Whan  he  hath  sowen,  be  it  whete  or  otes, 
80  that  ho  oftn  pens,  or  elles  grotes.    376 
Gk>od  men  and  wommen,  o  thing  wamo 

lyow. 
If  any  wight  be  in  this  ehlroho  now,  (90) 
That  hath  doon  sinne  horrible,  that  he 
Bar  nat,  for  shame,  of  it  y-shriven  be,  380 
Or  any  womman,  be  she  yong  or  old, 
That  hath  y-maad  hir  housbond  ookewold, 
Swioh  folk  ahul  have  no  power  ne  no  gxaoe 
To  o Aren  to  my  reliks  in  this  place. 
And  who-so  findeth  him  out  of  swich 

blame,  385 

He  wol  com  up  and  ofire  in  goddes  name, 
And  I  asBoille  him  by  the  anotoritee 
Which  that  by  bulle  y-giaunted  was  to 

me.*'  (60; 
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By  this  gande  have  I  wonne,  yeer  by 
yeer, 
An  hundred  mark  sith  I  -vna  Pardoner. 
I  stonde  lyk  a  olerk  in  my  polpet,        391 
And  whan  the  lewed  peple  is  doon  y-set, 
I  preche,  so  aia  ye  han  herd  bifore, 
And  telle  an  hundred  false  japes  more. 
Than  peyne  I  me  to  streoche  forth  the 
nekke,  .^95 

And  est  and  west  upon  the  x>eple  I  bekke, 
As  doth  a  dowre  sitting  on  a  heme.     (69) 
Myn  hondes  and  my  tonge  goon  so  yeme, 
That  it  is  joye  to  see  my  bisinesse. 
Of  avaryoe  and  of  swloh  cnrsednesse  400 
Is  al  my  preching,  for  to  make  hem  free 
To  yeve  her  pens,  and  namely  nn-to  me. 
For  my  entente  is  nat  bat  for  to  winne, 
And  no-thing  for  oorreooioon  of  sinne.  404 
I  rekke  never,  whan  that  they  ben  beried, 
Though  that  her  sonles  goon  a-blake- 

beried! 
For  certes,  many  a  predioaoioon 
Comth  offce  tyme  of  yvel  entencionn  ;  <8o) 
Som  for  plesaunce  ot  folk  and  flaterye, 
To  been  avannoed  by  ipoorisye,  410 

And  somforveyneglorle,  andeom  ibr  hate. 
For,  whan  I  dar  non  other  weyes  debate, 
Than  wol  I  stinge  him  with  my  tonge 

smerte 
In  preching,  so  that  he  shal  nat  asterte 
To  been  de£uned  iUsIy,  if  that  he         415 
Hath  trespased  to  my  brethren  or  to  me. 
For,  though  I  telle  noght  his  propre  name. 
Men  shal  wel  knowe  that  it  is  the  same  (90) 
By  signes  and  hy  othere  circnmstances. 
Thus  qnjrte  I  folk  that  doon  us   dis- 
plesances ;  420 

Thus  spitte  I  out  my  venim  under  hewe 
Of  holynesse,  to  seme  holy  and  trewe. 

But  shortly  myn  entente  I  wol  devyse  ; 
I  preohe  of  no-thing  but  for  coveityse. 
Thezfor  my  theme  is  yet,  and  ever 


*'  liadix  malorum  eat  eupiditas."  436 

Thus  can  I  preche  agayn  that  same  vyce 
Which  that  I  use,  and  that  is  avaryce.  (100) 
But,  though  my-self  be  gilty  in  that  sinne, 
Yet  can  I  maken  other  folk  to  twinne  430 
From  avaryce,  and  sore  to  repente. 
But  that  is  nat  my  principal  entente. 
I  preohe  no-thing  but  for  ooveityse ; 
Of  this  matere  it  oughte  y-nogh  sufiyse. 
Than  telle  I  hem  ensamples  many  oon 
Of  olde  stories,  longe  tyme  agoon  :       436 
For  lewed  peple  loven  tales  olde ; 
Swich  thinges  can  they  wel  reporte  and 

holde.  (iro) 

What?  trowe  ye,  the  whyles  I  may  preche, 
And  winne  gold  and  silver  for  I  teche,  440 
That  I  wol  live  in  povert  wilfully? 
Nay,  nay,  I  thoghte  it  never  trewely ! 
For  I  wol  preche  and  begge  in  Bmidry 

londes ; 
I  wol  not  do  no  labour  with  myn  hondea, 
Ne  make  baskettes,  and  live  thorby,    445 
Because  I  wol  nat  beggen  ydelly. 
I  wol  non  of  the  apostles  oounterfete ; 
Iwolhavemon^,  wolle,  ohese,  and  whete, 
Al  were  it  yeven  of  the  povrest  page,  (lai) 
Or  of  the  povrest  widwe  in  a  village,   450 
Al  sholde  hir  children  starve  for  famyne. 
Nay  I  I  wol  drinke  licour  of  the  vyne, 
And  have  a  joly  i»!onche  in  every  toun. 
But  herkneth,  lordings,  in  condusioun  ; 
Your  lyking  is  that  I  shal  telle  a  tale.  455 
Now,  have  I  dronke  a  draughte  of  corny 

ale, 
By  god,  I  hope  I  shal  yow  telle  a  thing 
That  shal,  by  resoun,  been  at  your  lyking. 
For,  though    myself    be    a    Ad  vicious 

man, 
A  moral  tale  yet  I  yow  telle  can,  (132)  460 
Which  I  am  wont  to  preche,  for  to  winno. 
Now  holde   your  pees,  my  tale  I  wol 

beginne.' 
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THE  PARDONERS  TALE. 


Here  Ugiiinetfa  the  Pardonerm  Tale. 


Im  Flanndres  whylozu  "was  a  oompanye 
Of  yonge  folk,  that  bannteden  folye, 
As  lyoi,  haeazd,  stewes,  aad  tavemes,  4^ 
Wher-as,  with  harpee,  lutes,  and  gitemes, 
Th^  dannoe  and  pl^e  at  dees  bothe  day 

and  night,  (139) 

And  ete  also  and  drinken  over  hir  might, 
Thnxgh  which  they  doon  the  devel  saori- 

iyse 
With-in  thai  deyeles  temple,  in  oDxeed 

wyse,  470 

By  saperflnitee  abhominahle ; 
Hir  othes  been  so  grete  and  so  dampnable. 
That  it  is  grisly  for  to  here  hem  swere ; 
Our  blissed  lordes  body  they  to-tere ; 
Hem  thonghte  Jewes  rente  him  noght 

y-nough;  475 

And  ech  of  hem  at  otheres  sinne  lough. 
And  right  anon  than  oomen  tombesteres 
Fe^   and  smale,  and  yonge  ftnytee- 

teres,  (150) 

Singers  with  harpes,  baades,  wafereres, 
Whiche  been  the  verray  develes  offlceres 
To  kindle  and  blowe  the  fyr  of  lecherye, 
That  is  annexed  nn-to  glotonye  ;  ^ 

The  holy  writ  take  I  to  my  witnease, 
That  Inxnrie  is  in  wyn  and  dronkenesse. 
Lo,  how  that  dronken  Loth,  nnkindely, 
Lay  by  his  doghtres  two,  nnwitingly ;  486 
80  dronke  he  was,  he   niste  what   he 

wroghte.  (159) 

Herodes,  (who-so  wel  the  stories  soghte), 
Whan  he  of  wyn  was  replet  at  his  feste, 
Bight  at  his  owene  table  he  yaf  his  heste 
To  sleen  the  Baptist  John  All  giltelees.  491 
Senek  seith  eek  a  good  word  dontelees; 
He  seith,  he  can  no  difference  flnde 
Bitwix  a  man  that  is  oat  of  his  mlnde 


Andamanwhiohthatisdronkelewe,  495 
But  that  woodnesse,  y-iallen  in  a  shrewe, 
Peiseverethlenger  than  dothdronkeneaee. 
O  glotonye,  ftd  of  enrsednesse,  (170) 

O  cause  first  of  our  oonfusioun, 
O  original  of  our  dampnaoioun,  500 

Til  Crist  had  boght  us  with  his  bkwd 

agayn! 
Lo,  how  dere,  shortly  for  to  sayn, 
Aboght  was  thilke  cursed  yileinye ; 
Corrupt  was  al  this  world  for  glotonye ! 

Adam  our  iSsider,  and  his  wyf  also,    505 
Fro  Faradys  to  labour  and  to  wo 
Were  driven  for  that  -vyoe,  it  is  no  drede ; 
For  whyl  that  Adam  fasted,  as  I  rede,  (180) 
He  was  in  Faradys ;  and  whan  that  he 
Bet  of  the  fmyt  defended  on  the  tree,  510 
Anon  he  was  out-cast  to  wo  and  p^ne^ 
O  glotonye,  on  thee  wel  oghte  us  pleyne! 
O,  wiste  a  man  how  many  maladyes 
Folwen  of  exoesse  and  of  glotonj^es. 
He  wolde  been  the  more  mesnrable      515 
Of  his  diete,  sittinge  at  his  table. 
Alias!   the   shorte   throte,    the   tendre 

mouth, 
Kaketh  that,  Est  and  West,  and  North 

and  South,  (190) 

In  erthe,  in  eir,  in  water  men  tchswinke 
To  gete  a  glotoun   deyntee   mete   and 

drinket  5J0 

Of  this  matere,  o  Paul,  wel  canstow  trefee, 
*  Mete  un-to  wombe,  and  wombe  eek  un-to 

mete, 
Shal  god  destrqyan  bothe,'  as  Panlns  seith. 
Alias  I  a  foul  thing  is  it,  by  my  feith,  514 
To  seye  this  word,  and  fouler  is  the  dede. 
Whan  man  so  drinketh  of  the  whyte  and 

rede, 
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That  of  his  throte  he  maikeih  hiB  piivea, 
Thnig^h  thilke  cursed  saperflnitee.     (acx>) 

The  apoetel  weping  seith  f^  pitonslj} 
*■  Ther  walken  many  of  whiohe  yow  told 

have  I,  530 

I  seye  it  now  -weping  with  pitons  voye, 
[That]  they  heen  enemys  of  Cristes  oxoys, 
Of  whiehe  the  ende  is  deeth,  womhe  is 

her  god.' 
O  womhe !  O  hely !  O  stinking  ood, 
Fttlflhlof  dongeandof  ooxrapcioan!   535 
At  either  ende  of  thee  fool  is  the  sonn. 
How  greet  labour  and  cost  is, thee  to 

finde! 
Tbise  cokes,  how  they  stampe,  and  streyne, 

and  grinde,  (310) 

And  tnmen  snhstaTxnce  in-to  accident, 
To  folfille  al  thy  likezons  talent !         540 
Oat  of  the  harde  hones  knokke  they 
The  maiy,  for  they  caste  noght  a-wey 
That  may  go  thnxgh  the  golet  softe  and 

swote; 
Of  spioezye,  of  leef,  and  bark,  and  rote 
Shal  been  his  sauce  y-maked  hy  delyt,  545 
To  make  him  yet  a  newer  appetytw 
Bnt  certes,  he  that  hannteth  swioh  delyoes 
Is  deed,  whyl  that  he  liveth  in  tho  -vycea 
A  leoherons  thing  is  wyn,  and  dronke- 

nesse  (aax)  549 

Is  toX  of  stryving  and  of  wreochednesBe. 
O  dronke  man,  disflgnred  is  thy  fisMse, 
Soar  is  thy  breoth,  fool  artow  to  embrace, 
And  thnrgh  thy  dronke  nose  semeth  the 

sonn 
As  thongh  thoa  seydest  ay  'Sampsonn, 

Sampsoon '; 
And  yet,  god  wot,  Sampsoon  drank  never 

no  wyn.  555 

Thoa  faUfist,  as  it  were  a  stiked  swyn ; 
Thy  tonge  is  lost,  and  al  thyn  honest  core ; 
For  dronkeneose  is  Torray  sepoltore  (230) 
Of  mannes  wit  and  his  disorecioon.  559 
In  whom  that  drinke  hath  dominacionn, 
He  can  no  conseil  kepe,  it  is  no  drede. 
Now  kepe  yow  fto  the  whyte  and  fro  the 

rede, 
And  namely  firo  the  whyte  wyn  of  Lepe, 
That  is  to  saUe  in  Fish-strete  or  in  Ohepe. 
This  wyn  of  Spayne  crepeth  sabtilly    565 
In  others  wynes,  growing  faste  by, 
Of  which  ther  ryseth  swioh  f amositee, 


That  whan  a  man  hath  dronken  draughtes 

three,  (240) 

And  weneth   that    he   be  at  hoom  in 

Ghepe, 
He  is  in  Spayne,  right  at  the  tonne  of 

Lepe,  570 

Nat  at  the  Bochel,  ne  at  Bnrdenx  tonn  ; 
And  thanne  wol  he  seye,   *  Sampsoon, 

Sampsoon.* 
Bat  herkneth,  lordings,  o  word,  I  yow 

preye, 
That  alle  the  sovereyn  actes,  dar  I  seye, 
Of  victories  in  th'olde  testament,  575 

Thnxgh  verray  god,  that  is  omnipotent, 
Were  doon  in  abstinence  and  in  preyere ; 
Loketh  the  Bible,  and  ther  ye  may  it 

lere.  (350) 

Loke,  Attila,  the  grete  conqneronr, 
Deyde  in  his  sleep,  with  shame  and  dis- 

faonoor,  580 

Bledings  ay  at  his  nose  in  dronkenesse ; 
A  capitayn  shonlde  live  in  sobrenease. 
And  over  al  this,  avyseth  yow  right  wel 
What  was  comaonded  on-to  Lamuel — 
Nat  SamneL,  bat  Ijunael,  seye  I —       585 
Bedeth  the  Bible,  and  finde  it  expresly 
Of  wyn-yeving  to  hem  that  han  justyse. 
Na-more  of  this,  for  it  may  wel  suiiyse.  (260) 
And  now  that  I  have  spoke  of  glotonye, 
Now  wol  I  yow  defenden  haaardrye.    590 
Hasard  is  verray  moder  of  lesinges, 
And  of  deceite,  and  cnrsed  forsweringes, 
Blaspheme  of  Crist,  manslaoghtre,  and 

wast  also 
Of  catel  and  of  tyme  ;  and  forthermo. 
It  is  repreve  and  contrarie  of  honour  595 
Fbr  to  ben  holde  a  commune  hasardoor. 
And  ever  the  hyer  he  is  of  estaat. 
The  more  is  he  hcdden  desolaat.  (270) 

If  that  a  prince  useth  hasardrye, 
In  alle  govemaunce  and  policye  600 

He  is,  as  by  commune  opinioun, 
Y-holde  the  lasse  in  repataoioun. 

Stilbon,  that  was  a  wys  embassadour, 
Was  sent  to  Corinthe,  in  fbl  greet  honoar. 
Fro  Lacidomie,  to  mijte  hir  alliaunoe.  605 
And  whan  he  cam,  him  happede,  par 

chaunce. 
That  alle  the  grettest  that  were  of  that 

lond, 
Pleyinge  atte  hasard  he  hem  fbnd.     (28c) 
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"For  which}  as  aone  as  it  mighte  he,     609 
He  Btal  him  hoom  agayn  to  his  oontree, 
And  seyde, '  ther  wol  I  nat  leio  my  name ; 
K^  I  wol  nat  take  on  me  so  greet  defame, 
Yow  for  to  allye  im-to  none  hasardoors. 
Sendeth  othere  wyse  emhasBadoon ;    614 
For,  by  my  tronthe,  me  were  lever  dye, 
Than  I  yow  shoLde  to  hasardonxs  allye. 
For  ye  that  been  so  glorions  in  honovirs 
Shol  nat  allyen  yow  with  hasardoors  (390} 
As  by  my  wil,  ne  as  l^  my  tretee.' 
This  wyse  philoaophre  thus  s^yde  he.  620 

Loke  eek  that,  to  the  king  Demetrius 
The  king  of  Perthes,  as  the  book  seith  ns, 
8ente  him  a  paire  of  dees  of  gold  in  scorn. 
For  he  hadde  used  haaard  ther-bifom ; 
For  which  he  heeld  his  glorie  or  his 
renonn  62$ 

At  no  value  or  reputaoionn. 
Lordes  may  finden  other  manor  pley 
Honeste  y-nongh  to  dryve  the  day  awey. 

Now  wol  I  spoke  of  othes  fiehlse  and 
grete  (301) 

A  word  or  two,  os  olde  bokes  trete.       690 
Gret  swering  is  a  thing  abhominshle, 
And  false  swering  is  yet  more  reprevaULe. 
The  heighe  god  forbad  sworing  at  al, 
Witnesse  on  Mathew ;  but  in  special 
Of  swering  seith  the  holy  Jeremye,      6135 
*Thou  shalt  seye  sooth  thyn  oUies,  and 

nat  lye. 
And  swere  in  dome,  and  eek  in  rightwis- 


But  ydel  swering  is  a  cursednesse.      (310) 
Bihold  and  see,  that  in  the  flrste  table 
Of  heighe  goddes  hestes  honuiable,     640 
How  that  the  seoonde  hesteof  him  is  this — 
*  Tak  nat  my  name  in  ydel  or  amis.* 
Lo,  rather  he  forbedeth  swioh  swering 
Than  homicyde  or  many  a  cursed  thing ; 
I  seye  that,  as  by  ordre,  thus  it  stondeth ; 
This   knowen,    that   his   hestes   under- 

stondeth,  646 

How  that  the  second   heste  of  god  is 

that. 
And  forther  over,  I  wol  thee  telle  al  plot, 
That  vengeance  shal  nat  parten  from  his 

hous,  (yti) 

That  of  his  othes  is  to  outrageous.        650 
*9y  goddes  precious  herte,  and  hy  his 

nayles, 


And  by  the  Uode  of  Crist,  that  it  is  in 

Hayles, 
Seven  is  my  chaunoe,  and  thyn  is  etnk 

and  treye ; 
By  goddes  armes,  if  thou  falsly  plsya. 
This  dagger  shal  thurgh-out  thyn  herto 

go—  6ss 

Thisfroyt  cometh  of  thebicohedbonestwo, 
Forswering,  ire,  falsneese,  homicyde^  (3^) 
Now,  for  the  love  of  Crist  that  for  us  dyde, 
Leveth  your  othes,  bothegrete  andsmale ; 
ButfSixB,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my  tale.  660 

Thisx  ryotoures  three,  of  whiche  I  telle, 
Longe  eist  er  pryme  rong  of  any  belle, 
Were  set  hem  in  a  taveme  for  to  dxinke : 
And  as  they  satte,  th^  herde  a  belle  olinke 
Bifom  a  oors,  was  caried  to  his  grave;  66$ 
That  con  of  hem  gan  oallen  to  his  knave, 
'  Gk)  bet,'  quod  he,  *  and  axe  redily,  (359) 
What  cors  is  this  that  passeth  heer  forby ; 
And  look  that  thou  reporte  his  name  weL* 
*  Sir,'  quod  this  boy,  *  it  nedeth  never- 
a^deL  670 

It  was  me  told,  eryecamheer,  twohooxos; 
He  was,  pardee,  an  old  f ebtwe  of  yooxes ; 
And  sodeynly  he  was  y-slayn  to-ni^t,  ' 
FoTMlronke,  as  he  sat  on  his  bench  up- 
right; 
Ther  cam  a  privee  theef,  men  depeth 
Deeth,  675 

That  in  this  oontree  al  tho  peple  sleeth. 
And  with  his  spere  he  smoot  his  herte 
aptwo,  (349> 

And  wente  his  w^  with-onten  wordes  moi 
He  hath  a  thousand  slayn  this  pestilence  : 
And,  maister,  er  ye  come  in  his  preeenoe. 
Me  thinketh  that  it  were  neoessarie  681 
For  to  be  war  of  swioh  an  adversaria : 
Beth  redy  for  to  mete  him  evemMie. 
Thus  taughte  me  my  dame,  I  sey  na-mere.* 
*  By  seinte  Marie,'  ssyde  this  tavemer,  66$ 
*■  The  child  seith  sooth,  for  be  hath  alayn 

thisyeer, 
Henne  over  a  myle,  with-in  a  greet  viUi^B, 
Both  man  and  womTuan,  child  and  hyne, 
and  page.  {$60) 

I  trowe  his  hahitacioon  be  thstre; 
To  been  avysed  greet  wisdom  it  were,  69a 
Er  that  he  dide  a  man  a  dishonour.' 
^  Ye,  goddes  armesi'  quod  this  zyotOBr, 
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*-  !•  it  swich  iwiril  wifch  him  for  to  mete? 
I  ihal  Mm  seke  by  wej  and  eek  by  strete, 
I  make  avow  to  goddes  digne  bones  I  695 
HerkneUi,  felawes,  we  three  been  al  onea ; 
Lat  ech  of  na  holde  np  hia  bond  til  other, 
And  eoh  of  na  bioomen  otheres  brother,  (570) 
And  we  wol  aleen  thia  fialae  traytonr  Deeth ; 
He  ahal  be  alayn,  which  that  so  many 

aleeth,  700 

By  goddes  dignitee,  er  it  be  night.' 
Togidree  ban  thiae  three  her  tronthea 

plifi^t, 
To  live  and  dyen  ech  of  hem  for  other, 
Aa  though  he  were  hia  owene  y-boren 

brother. 
And  np  they  aterte  al  dronken,  in  this 

"get  7P5 

And  forth  they  goon  towardes  that  village, 
Of  which  the  tavemer  had  apoke  bifom. 
And  many  a  grisly  00th  than  ban  they 

awom,  (380) 

And  Cristes  bleaaed  body  they  to-rente — 
*  Deeth  shal  be  deed,  if  that  they  may  him 

hente.'  710 

Whan  th^  han  goon  nat  folly  half  a 

myle, 
Bi^ht  as  they  wolde  han  troden  over  a 

atyle, 
An  old  man  and  a  povre  with  hem  mette. 
Thia  olde  man  fbl  mekely  hem  grette. 
And  aeyde  thna,  *  now,  lordes,  god  yow 

«e!»  715 

The  proudest  of  thiae  lyotottrea  three 
Anawerde  agayn,  *  what?  carl,  with  sory 

g«ce,  (389) 

Why  artow  al  forwrapped  save  thy  &ce  ? 
Why  liveatow  so  longe  in  so  greet  age  ? ' 

This  olde  man  ganloke  in  his  visage,  vao^ 
And  aeyde  thna,  ^  for  I  ne  can  nat  finde 

man,  thongh  that  I  walked  in-to  Inde, 
Neither  in  oitee  nor  in  no  village. 
That  wolde  ohannge  hia  yoathe  for  myn 

age; 
And  therfore  tdokA  I  han  myn  age  stille, 
Aa  longe  time  aa  it  ia  goddes  wille.       ^96 
Ne  deeth,  aUaa  (  newolnat  hanmylyf; 
Thna  walke  I,  lyk  a  restelees  eaity^  (400) 
And  on  the  gronnd,  which  ia  my  modres 

8»te, 
Iknokke  with  my  ataf,  bothe  erly  and  late, 
And a^ye,  *' lave moder,leet  me  in!     731 


Lo,  how  I  vaniah,  flesh,  and  blood,  and 

skin! 
Allaa !  whan  ahnl  my  bones  been  at  reste  ? 
Hoder,  with  yow  wolde  I  ohaonge  my 

oheste,  734 

That  in  my  ohambre  longe  tyme  hath  be, 
Ye  !  for  an  heyre  olont  to  wrappe  me ! " 
Bnt  yet  to  me  she  wol  nat  do  that  grace, 
For  which  ftil  pale  and  walked  ia  my : 

Bat,  airs,  \^  yow  it  ia  no  onrtei^e  (4x1) 
To  speken  to  an  old  man  vileinye,  740 
Bat  he  trespaase  in  worde,  or  elles  in  dede. 
In  holy  writ  ye  may  yoor-aelf  wel  rede, 
"  Agayns  an  old  man,  hoor  upon  hia  heed, 
Ye  sholde  aiyse;"  wherfor  I  yeve  yow 

reed, 
Ne  dooth  on-to  an  old  man  noon  harm 

now,  745 

Na-more  than  ye  wolde  men  dide  to  yow 
In  age,  if  that  ye  so  longe  abyde  ; 
And  god  be  with  yow,  wher  ye  go  or  ryde. 
I  moot  go  thider  as  I  have  to  go.'       (421) 

*  Nay,  olde  oherl,  by  god,  thon  shalt  nat 

■o,'  750 

Seyde  thia  other  haaardoor  anon  ; 
*  l^on  partest  nat  so  lightly,  by  seint  John  \ 
Thoa  spak  right  now  of  thilke  traitoor 

Deeth, 
That  in  this  oontree   alle   oar  ftendes 

sleeth. 
Have  heer  my  troathe,  aa  thoa  art  his 

•"Pjei  755 

Tel  wher  he  ia,  or  thoa  shalt  it  abye. 
By  god,  and  by  the  holy  sacrament ! 
For  soothly  thoa  art  oon  of  his  assent,  (430) 
To  sleen  as  yonge  folk,  thoa  fa^a^  theef  1 ' 

*  Now,  sirs,*  qaod  he,  *  if  that  yow  be  so 

leef  760 

To  finde  Deeth,  tome  ap  this  croked 

wey. 
For  in  that  grove  I  lalte  him,  by  my  fay, 
Under  a  tree,  and  ther  he  wol  abyde  ; 
Nat  for  year  boost  he  wol  hi^^  no-thing 

hyde. 
See  ye  that  ook?  right  ther  ye  shol  him 

finde.  765 

God  save  yow,  that  boghte  agayn  man- 

kinde. 
And  yow  amende !  '-^thns  seyde  thia  olde 

man. 
And  evaiich  of  thiae  ryotoares  ran,    (440) 
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Til  he  cam  to  that  tree,  and  thor  they 

foande 
Of  florins  iyne  at  golde  y-eoyned  roonde 
Wei   ny   an   eighte   bonhels,    aa   hem 

thoaghte.  771 

Kolenger  thanne  after  Deeth  they  songhte, 
Bat  ech  of  hem  eo  glad  waa  ci  that  eighte, 
fV>r  that  the  florins  heen  so  fiuxe  and 

brighte, 
That  donn  they  sette  hem  hy  this  preoioiui 

hord,  77S 

The  wonte  of  hem  he  spake  the  Ante  word. 

'  Brethren,'  quod  he,  *tak  kepe  what  I 

•eye; 
My  wit  is  greet,  though  that  I  hoorde  and 

pleye.  (450) 

This  tresor  hath  fortnne  nn>to  ns  yiven, 
In  mirthe  and  joUtee  our  lyf  to  liven,  780 
And  lightly  as  it  oomth,  so  wol  we  spende. 
£y !  goddes  precious  dignitee !  who  wende 
To-day,  that  we  sholde  han  so  ikir  a  graoe  ? 
But  mighte  this  gold  be  oaried  tro  this 

place  784 

Hoom  to  myn  hous,  or  elles  un-to  yonres— 
For  wel  ye  woot  that  al  this  gold  is  oures — 
Thaji  were  we  in  heigh  felioitee. 
But  trewely,  by  daye  it  may  nat  be ;  (460) 
Men  wolde  seyn  that  we  were  theves 

stronge,  789 

And  for  our  owene  tresor  doon  us  honge. 
This  tresor  moste  y-caried  be  by  nighte 
As  wysly  and  as  slyly  as  it  mighte. 
Wherfore  I  rede  that  cut  among  us  alle 
Be  drawe,  and  lat  see  wher  the  cut  wol 

faUe; 
And  he  that  hath  the  out  with  herte  blythe 
Shal  renne  to  the  tonne,  and  that  tol 

swythe,  796 

And  bringe  us  breed  and  wyn  fVU  prively. 
And  two  of  us  shul  kepen  subtilly  (470) 
This  tresor  wel ;  and,  if  he  wol  nat  tarie, 
Whan  it  is  night,  we  wol  this  tresor 

carie  800 

By  oon  assent,  wher-as  us  thinketh  best' 
That  oon  of  hem  the  cut  broughte  in  his 

fest, 
And  bad  hem  dxawe,  and  loke  wher  it  wol 

falle; 
And  it  fll  on  the  j^ongesfce  of  hem  alle ; 
And  forth  toward  the  toun  he  wente  anon. 
And  al^o  some  as  that  he  was  gon,      806 


inbat  oon  of  hem  spak  thus  un4o  that 
other, 

*  Thou  knowest  wel  thou  art  my  swome 

brother,  (480) 

Thy  proflt  wol  I  telle  thee  anon. 
Thou  woost  wel  that  our  felawe  is  agon : 
And  heer  is  gold,  and  that  ful  greet 

plentee,  811 

That  shal  departed  been  among  us  threa 
But  natheles,  if  I  can  shape  it  so 
That  it  departed  were  among  us  two, 
Hadde  I  nat  doon  a  fteendes  torn  to  thee?* 
That  other  answerde,  *  I  noot  how  that 

may  be ;  816 

He  woot  how  that  the  gold  is  with  us 

tw^ye. 
What  shal  we  doon,  what  shal  we  to  him 

seye?»  (49«»' 

*8hal  it  be  conseil?'  seyde  the  firste 

shrewe, 

*  And  I  shal  tellen  thee,  in  woides  fewe. 
What  we  shal  doon,  and  bringe  it  wed 

aboute.;  &i 

*  I  graunte,*  quod  that  other,  *out  of 

doute, 
That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  wol  thee  nat  bi- 

wr^e.' 
'  Now,'  quod  the  flmte,  *  thou  woost  wel 

we  be  tweye,  8h 

And  two  of  us  shul  strenger  be  than  oon. 
Look  whan  that  he  is  set,  and  right  anoon 
Afys,  as  though  thou  woldest  with  him 

pleye; 
And  I  shal  ryve  him  thurgh  the  sydes 

tweye  ispo) 

Whyl  that  thou  stvogelest  with  him  as  in 

game. 
And  with  thy  dagger  look  thou  do  the 

same;  8f0 

And  than  shal  al  this  gold  departed  be, 
My  dere  fireend,  bitwixen  me  and  thee ; 
Than  may  we  bothe  our  lustes  al  fnlfille, 
And  pleye  at  dees  right  at  our  owene 

wille.' 
And  thus  aoorded  been  thise  ahrewes 

tweye  8  v 

To  sleen  the  thridde,  as  ye  haa  herd  me 

seye. 
This  yongest,  which  that  wente  un-to 

the  toun, 
Ful  ofte  in  herte  he  rolleth  up  and  doun 
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The  beanteo  of  fhiae  florinB  nowe  and 

brightei  (511) 

'O  loxxl!'  qaod  lie,  'if  ao  weie  that  I 

mighte  840 

HaTe  al  this  treeor  to  my-aelf  allone, 
Ther  is  no  man  that  liveth  under  the  trone 
Of  god,  that  sholde  live  bo  meiy  as  I ! ' 
And  atte  laate  the  feend,  onr  enemy, 
Patte  in  hia  thought  that  he  ahold  pojaon 

b^yd,  845 

With  which  he  mighte  aleen  his  felawes 

twe^e; 
Foi^why  the  fisend  fond  him  in  swieh 

JjH'inffB,  (5«9) 

Tliat  he  had  leve  him  to  sorwe  bringe, 
I^or  this  was  ontrely  his  fnlle  entente 
To  eleen  hem  bothe,  and  nerer  to  repente. 
And  forth  he  gooth,  no  lenger  irolde  he 

tarie,  851 

Into  the  toon,  on-to  a  potheoarie, 
And  preyed   him,  that   he  him  volde 

■elle 
Sosn  poyson,  that  he  mighte  his  xattes 

qu^e; 
And  eek  ther  was  a  pdoat  in  his  hawe, 
That,  as  he  aeyde^  his  capoons  hadde 

y-«lawe,  856 

And  fayn  he  wolde  wreke  him,  if  he 

mighte, 
On  vermin,  that  destroyed  him  by  nighte. 
The  potheoarie  answerde,  'and  thou 

Shalt  have  (531) 

A  thinc^  that^  al-eo  god  my  soole  save,  860 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  no  oreatore, 
That  ete  or  dronke  hath  of  this  confitore 
Noght  bat  the  monntanoe  of  a  com  of 

whete, 
That  he  ne  shsJ  his  lyf  anon  forlete  ; 
Ye,  sterve  he  shal,  and  that  in  lasee  whyle 
Than  thon  wolt  goon  a  paas  nat  but  a 

myle;  866 

This  poyson  is  bo  strong  and  violent' 
This  cQxaed   man  hath  in  his  bond 

y-hent  (540) 

This  p<^yBon  in  a  booc,  and  nth  he  ran 
In-to  the  nezte  strete,  nn-to  a  man,     870 
And  borwed  [of]  him  large  hotels  three ; 
And  in  the  two  his  poyson  poured  he ; 
The  thridde  he  kepte  dene  for  his  drinke. 
For  al  the  night  he  ahoop  him  for  to 

swinke  874 


In  caryinge  of  the  gold  oat  of  that  place. 
And  whan  this  ryotoor,  with  aory  grace. 
Had  flUed  with  wyn  his  grete  hotels  three, 
To  his  folawes  agayn  repaireth  he.  (550) 
What  uedeth  it  to  aermone  of  it  more  ? 
For  rig:ht  as  they  had  cast  hia  deeth  bifore, 
Bight  ao  they  ban  him  alayn,  and  that 

anon.  881 

And  whan  that  thia  was  doon,  thus  apak 

that  oon, 
*  Now  lat  oa  aitte  and  drinke,  and  make 


And  afterward  we  wol  hia  body  berie.  * 
And  with  that  word  it  happed  him,  par 
oas,  '.  885 

To  take  the  botel  ther  the  pqyaon  waa, 
And  drank,  and  yaf  hia  felawe  drinke  idao, 
For  which  anon  th^  storven  bothe  two. 

Bat,  certea,  I  sappoee  that  Avicen    (561) 
Wroot  never  in  no  canon,  ne  in  no  fen, 
Ho  wonder  aignes  of  empoiaoning         891 
Than  hadde  thiae  wreoohea  two,  er  hir 

ending. 
Thos  ended  been  thiae  homicjrdea  two, 
And  eek  the  falae  empoysoner  also. 

O  cnraed  ainne,  ftil  of  eoraedneaae  I  895 
O  traytoora  homioyde,  o  wikkedneeae ! 

0  glotonye,  laznrie,  and  haaardrye  !  (569) 
Thoa  bUaphemoar  of  Criat  with  vileinye 
And  othea  grete,  of  nsage  and  of  piyde  1 
Alias !  mankinde,  how  may  it  bityde,  900 
That  to  thy  oreatoor  which  that  thee 

wroghte. 
And  with  his  preciona  herte-blood  thee 

boghte, 
Thoa  art  ao  fala  and  ao  onkinde,  aUaa  I 
Now,  goode  men,  god  forgeve  yow  yoar 

treapas,  904 

And  ware  yow  fro  the  ainne  of  avaiyce. 
Kyn  holy  pardoon  may  yow  alle  waryoe. 
So  that  ye  offire  noblea  or  aterlingea. 
Or  ellea  ailver  brochea,  apones,  ringea.  (580} 
Boweth  yoor  heed  onder  thia  holy  bulle  ! 
Cometh  up,  ye  wyvea,  offreth  of  yonr 

wolle !  910 

Yonr  name  I  entre  beer  in  my  roUe  anon ; 
In-to  the  bliaae  of  hevene  ahol  ye  gon ; 

1  yow  aaaoile,  by  myn  heigh  power, 
Yow  that  wol  oifire,  aa  dene  and  eek  aa 

deer 
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As  ye  wero  bom;  and,  lo,  sin,  thtw  I 

preche.  915 

And  Jesa  Crist,  that  is  onr  sonlea  leche, 
So  grannte  jrow  his  pardon  to  receive ; 
For  that  is  best ;  I  wol  yow  nat  deceyve. 

But  sirs,  o  word  forgat  I  in  my  tale,  (591) 
I  have  relikes  and  pardon  in  my  male,  930 
As  faire  as  any  man  in  Engelond, 
Whiche  were  me  yeven  by  the  -popeB  bond. 
If  any  of  yow  wol,  of  devocionn, 
Off^n,  and  ban  myn  absolnoionn, 
Cometh  forth  anon,  and  kneleth  heer 

adonn,  935 

And  mekely  reoeyveth  my  pardoun : 
Or  elles,  taketh  pardon  cA  ye  wende,  (599) 
Al  newe  and  fresh,  at  every  tonnes  ende, 
So  that  ye  offren  alwey  newe  and  newe 
Nobles  and  pens,  which  that  be  gode  and 

trewa  930 

It  is  an  honour  to  everioh  that  is  heer, 
That  3'e  mowe  have  a  snfflsant  pardoneer 
Tassoille  yow,  in  oontree  as  ye  ryde, 
For  aventures  which  that  may  bityde. 
Peraventnre  ther  may  falle  oon  or  two  935 
Donn  of  his  hors,  and  breke  his  nekke 

atwo. 
Jjook  which  a  seoretee  is  it  to  yow  alle 
That  I  am  in  your  felaweship  y-falle,  (610) 
That  may  assoille  yow,  bothe  more  and 

lasse, 
Whan  that  the  soolo  shal  fro  the  body 

passe.  940 

I  rede  that  onr  hoste  heer  shal  biginne, 
For  he  is  most  envolnped  in  sinne. 
Com  forth,  sir  hoste,  and  oiFre  first  anon, 
And  thou  sbalt  kisse  the  reliks  everichon, 


Ye,  for  a  grote !  nnbokel  anon  thy  frnxs.* 
*Nay,  nay,'  quod   he,   *than   have   I 

Cristas  ours!  94.6 

Lat  be,'  quod  he,   'it  shal  nat  be,  so 

thee'ch! 
Thou  woldest  make  me  kisse  thyn  old 

breech,  (6x>) 

And  swere  it  were  a  relik  of  a  seint, 
Thogh  it  were  with  thy  fimdement  de- 

peint !  950 

But  by  the  croys  which  that  saint  Eleyne 

fond, 
I  wolde  I  hadde  thy  ooillons  in  mjm  bond 
In  stede  of  relikes  or  of  seintuarie ; 
Lat  outte  hem  of,  I  wol  thee  helpe  hem 

carie; 
They  shul  be  shryned  in  an  hogges  tord.' 
This  pardoner  answerde  nat  a  word ;  956 
So  wrooth  he  was,  no  word  ne  wolde  he 

seye. 
*  Now,'  quod  our  host,  *  I  wol  no  lenger 

pleye  (630) 

With  thee,  newith  noon  other  angry  man.' 
But  right  anon  the  worthy  Knight  bigan, 
Whan  that  he  saugh  that  al  the  peplo 

lough,  961 

'  Na-more  of  this,  for  it  is  right  y-nough : 
Sir  Pardoner,  be  glad  and  mery  of  cfaere ; 
And  ye,  sir  host,  that  been  to  me  so  dere, 
I  prey  yow  that  ye  kisse  the  Pardoner.  965 
And  Pardoner,  I  prey  thee,  drawe  thee 

neer. 
And,  as  we  didon,  lat  ns  laughe  and 

pleye.*  (63^1 

Anon  they  kiste,  and  riden   forth  hir 

weye.  [T.  12909 


Here  is  ended  the  Pardoners  Tale. 
{For  T.  12903,  see  p.  492). 
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GROUP  D. 


THE  WIFE  OF  BATH'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Wyves  Tale  of  Bathe. 


*  BxpsKimcz,  thongh  noon  anctoritee 
Were  in  this  world,  wero  right  y-nough 

tome 
To  speke  of  wo  that  is  in  mariage ; 
For,  lordinges,  sith  I  twelf  jreer  waa  of  age, 
Thonked  be  god  that  is  eteme  on  lyve,    5 
Honsbandee  at  chirche-dore  I  hove  had 

iyve; 
For  1 80  ofte  have  y-wedded  be ; 
And  alle  were  worthy  men  in  hir  degree. 
Bnt  me  was  told  certeyn,  nat  longe  agon  is, 
That  sith  that  Crist  ne  wente  never  bnt 

onia  lo 

To  wedding"  in  the  Oane  of  Qalilee, 
That  by  the  same  ensample  tanghte  he  me 
That  I  ne  sholde  wedded  be  bat  ones. 
Herke  eek,  lo!  which  a  sharp  word  for 

the  nones 
Eepyde  a  welle  Jesns,  god  and  man,       15 
Spok  in  repreve  of  the  Samaritan : 
**  Thoa  hast  y-had  fyve  hoasbondes,"  quod 

"And  thilke  man,  the  whioh  that  hath 

now  thee, 
Is  noght  thyn  honabond ; "  thns  seyde  he 


What  that  he  mente  ther-by,  I  can  nat 
seyn;  20 

Bnt  that  I  axe,  why  that  the  fifbhe  man 
Was  noon  honsbond  to  the  Samaritan? 
How  manye  mighte  she  have  in  mariage? 
Yet  herde  I  never  tellen  in  myn  age 
Upon  this  nombre  diffinidoon ;  25 

Hen  may  devyne  and  glosen  np  and  doonr 
Bnt  wel  I  woot  ezpres,  with-onte  lye, 
God  bad  ns  for  to  wexe  and  mnltiplye ; 
That  gentil  text  can  I  wel  nnderstonde. 
£ek  wel  I  woot  he  seyde,  myn  honsbonde 


Sholde  lete  fader  and  moder,  and  take 

me;  31 

But  of  no  nombre  menoionn  made  he. 
Of  bigamye  or  bf  ootogamye ; 
Why  sholde  men  speke  of  it  vlleinye  ? 

Lo,  here  the  wyse  king,  dan  Salomon ;  $$ 
I  trowe  he  hadde  wyves  mo  than  oon ; 
As,  wolde  god,  it  levefnl  were  to  me 
To  be  refresshed  half  so  ofte  as  he ! 
Which  3rifte  of  god  hadde  he  for  aUo  his 

wyvisi 
No  man  hath  swioh,  that  in  this  world 

alyve  is.  40 

Qed  woot,  this  noble  king,  as  to  my  wit, 
The  firste  night  had  many  a  mery  fit 
With  ech  of  hem,  so  wel  was  him  on  lyvo ! 
Blessed  be  god  that  I  havo  wedded  fyvo !  * 
Welcome  the  sixte,  whan  that  ever  ho 

shaL  45 

For  sothe,  I  wol  nat  kepe  mo  chast  in  al ; 
Whan  myn  honsbond  is  fto  the  world 

y-gon, 
Som  Cristen  man  shal  wedde  me  anon ; 
For  thanno  th*apostle  seith,  that  I  am 

free 
To  wedde,  a  godd's  half,  wher  it  lyketh 

me.  5D 

He  seith  that  to  be  wedded  is  no  sinne  ; 
Bet  is  to  be  wedded  than  to  brinne. 
What  rekketh  me,  thogh  folk  seye  vileinyo 
Of  shrewed  Lameth  and  his  bigamye? 

*  Here  §ame  ass,  intert  the /oUowing  genuim 
Qmt  reJecUd)  lines  ;— 
Of  wbiche  I  liare  y-piked  oat  the  beete 
Bothe  of  hlr  nether  pun  and  cf  hir  cheste. 
Direiw  booIm  maken  parflt  olerkes. 
Divers  praktik,  in  many  eondry  werkes, 
Maketh  the  werkman  parflt  eekirlj. 
Of  fyvo  hiubondes  aoolering  am  I. 
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1  woot  wel  Abraham  was  an  holy  man,  55 
And  Jacob  eek,  as  ferforth  as  I  can ;  » 
And  ech  of  hem  hadde  wyvee  mo  than 

two ; 
And  many  another  holy  man  also. 
Whan  sangh  ye  ever,  in  any  maner  age, 
That  hye  god  defended  mariage  60 

By  exprea  word  ?  I  pray  yon,  telleth  me ; 
Or  wher  oomanded  he  yirginitee? 
I  woot  as  wel  as  ye,  it  is  no  drede, 
Th'apostel,  whan  he  speketh  of  magrden- 

hede; 
He  seyde,  that  precept  ther-of  hadde  he 

noon.  65 

Men  may  oonseille  a  womman  to  been  oon, 
Bat  oonseilling  is  no  oomandement ; 
He  pntte  it  in  onr  owene  jngement 
For  hadde  god  comanded  maydenhede, 
Thanne  hadde  he  dampned  wedding  with 

the  dede ;  70 

And  certes,  if  ther  were  no  seed  y-sowe, 
Yirginitee,  wher-of  than  sholde  it  growe? 
Poul  dorste  nat  oomanden  atte  leste 
A  thing  of  which  his  maister  yaf  noon 

heste. 
The  dart  is  set  up  for  yirginitee ;  75 

Cacche  who  so  may,  who  renneth  best  lat 

see. 
Bnt  this  word  is  nat  take  of  every  wight, 
But  ther  as  god  list  give  it  of  his  might. 
I  woot  wel,  that  th'apostel  was  a  mayde ; 
Bnt  nathelesB,  thogh  that  he  wroot  and 

sayde,  80 

He  wolde  that  every  wight  were  swich  as 

he, 
Al  nis  bnt  conseil  to  virginitee ; 
And  for  to  been  a  wyf,  he  yaf  me  leve 
Of  indulgence ;  so  it  is  no  reprove 
To  wedde  me,  if  that  my  make  dye,       85 
With-outo  ezcepcionn  of  bigamye. 
Al  were  it  good  no  womman  for  to  tonche, 
He  mente  as  in  his  bed  or  in  his  oonche  ; 
For  peril  is  bothe  tyr  and  tow  t'assemble ; 
Ye    knowe    what    this    ensample   may 

resemble.  90 

This  is  al  and  som,  he  heeld  virginitee 
More  parftt  than  wedding  in  f^letee. 
Freeltee  olepe  I,  bnt-if  that  he  and  she 
Wolde  leden  al  hir  lyf  in  ohastitee. 

I  graonte  it  wel,  I  have  noon  envye,  95 
Thogh  maydenhede  preferre  bigamye ; 


Hem  lyketh  to  be  dene,  body  and  gooat. 
Of  myn  estaat  I  nil  nat  make  no  boost. 
For  wel  ye  knowe,  a  lord  in  his  honshold, 
Hehathnatevery  vessel  al  of  gold;     100 
Somme  been  of  tree,  and  doon  hir  lord 


Gk>d  depeth  folk  to  him  in  sondiy  wyae. 
And  everich  hath  of  god  a  propre  yifte, 
Som  this,  som  that, — ashim  lykoth  shifta. 
Yirginitee  is  greet  perfeooioon,  05 

And  continence  eek  with  devocioan. 
But  Crist,  that  of  perfeccioon  is  welle. 
Bad  nat  every  wight  he  sholde  go  selle 
All  that  he  hadde,  and  give  it  to  the  pore, 
And  in  swioh  wyae  folwe  him  and  his 

fore.  no 

He  spak  to  hem  that  wolde  live  pazfitly; 
And  lordinges,  l^yoor  leve,  that  am  nat  I. 
I  wol  bistowe  the  floor  of  al  myn  age 
In  th'  aotes  and  in  fruit  of  mariage. 

Telle  me  also,  to  what  condnsioun   115 
Were  membres  maad  of  generadonn. 
And    for    what    profit    was    a    wight 

y-wroght? 
Tmsteth  right  wel,  they  wer  nat  maad 

for  noght. 
Glose  who-so  wole,  and  s^ye  bothe  np  and 

doun, 
That  they  were  maked  for  pnrgadonn  lao 
Of  urine,  and  our  bothe  thinges  smale 
Were  eek  to  knowe  a   femele  from  a 


And  for  noon  other  cause :  sey  ye  no  ? 
The  experience  woot  wd  it  is  noght  so ; 
So  that  the  olerkes   be   nat  with   me 

wrothe,  125 

I  soy  this,  that  they  maked  been  for  bothe, 
This  is  to  seye,  for  oflBce,  and  for  eee 
Of  engendmre,  ther  we  nat  god  di^ese. 
Why  sholde  men  elles  in  hir  bokes  sette, 
That  man   shal   yelde  to    his  wyf  hir 

dette?  130 

Now   wher-with    shdde    he   make   his 

payement, 
If  he  ne  used  his  sdy  instnunent? 
Than  were  they  maad  up-on  a  oreatare, 
To  purge  uxyne,  and  eek  for  engendmre. 
But  I  seye  noght  that  eveiy  wight  is 

holde,  liS 

That  hath  swidi  ham«ys  as  I  to  yow 

tolde, 
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To  goon  and  risen  hem  in  engendnure ; 
Than  sholde  men  take  of  ohastitee  no 

onre. 
Crist  'was  a  mayde,  and  ehapen  as  a  man, 
And  many  a  seint,  sith  that  the  world 

higan,  140 

Yet  lived  they  ever  in  parfit  chastitee. 
I  nil  envye  no  virginitee ; 
Lat  hem  he  breed  of  pored  whete-seed, 
And  lat  ns  wyves  hoten  barly-breed  ; 
And  yet  with  barly-hreed,  Mark  telle  can, 
Oar  lord  Jesa  refreeshed  many  a  man.  146 
In  swich  estaat  as  god  hath  oleped  ns 
I  wol  persevere,  I  nam  nat  precions. 
In  wyfhode  I  wol  use  xnyn  instroment 
As  frely  as  my  maker  hath  it  sent.       150 
If  I  be  daungerons,  god  yeve  me  sorwe  ! 
Mjm  housbond  shal  it  have  bothe  eve  and 

morwe, 
Whan  that  him  list  com  forth  and  paye 

his  dette. 
An  honsbonde  I  wol  have,  I  nil  nat  lette, 
Which  ahal  be  bothe  my  dettour  and  my 

thxal,  155 

And  have  his  trilralaoionn  with-al 
Up-on  his  flessh,  whyl  that  I  am  his  wy£ 
I  have  the  power  dnringe  al  my  lyf 
Up-on  his  propre  body,  and  noght  he. 
Right  thus  th'apostel  tolde  it  nn-to  me ; 
And  bad  our  honsbondes  for  to  love  tis 

weeL  161 

Al  this  sentence  me  lyketh  evexy-deel  * — 
Up  sterte  the  Pardoner,  and  that  anon, 
'Now  dame,'  qaod  he,  *by  god  and  by 

seint  John, 
Te  been  a  noble  prechonr  in  this  oas !  165 
I  was  abonte  to  wedde  a  wyf ;  aUas ! 
What  sholde  I  bye  it  on  my  flesh  so  dere? 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  wedde  no  wyf  to-yere ! ' 
^Abyde!'  qnod  she,   *my  tale  is  nat 

bigonne;  169 

Nay,  thou  shalt  dxinken  of  another  tonne 
£r  that  I  go,  shal  savoore  wors  than  ale. 
And  whan  that  I  have  told  thee  forth 

my  tale 
Of  txibolacionn  in  manage, 
Of  which  I  am  ezi>ert  in  al  myn  age. 
This  to   seyn,  my-self  have   been   the 

whippe;—  175 

Than  msystow  chese  whether  thoa  wolt 

sippe 


Of  thiike  tonne  that  I  shal  abroohe. 
Be  war  of  it,  er  thou  to  ny  approche ; 
Eor  I  shal  telle  ensamples  mo  than  ten. 
Who-so  that  nil  be  war  by  othere  men,  180 
By  him  shnl  othere  men  oorrected  be. 
The  same  wordes  wiyteth  Ptholomee ; 
Bede  in  his  Almageste,  and  take  it  there.* 

*  Dame,  I  wolde  praye  yow,  if  yonr  wil. 

it  were,' 
8eyde  this  Pardoner,  *  as  ye  bigan,       185 
Telle  forth  your  tale,  spareth  for  no  man. 
And  teche  ns  yonge  men  of  yonr  praktike.' 

*  Gladly,'  qnod  she,  *  sith  it  may  yow 

lyke. 
Bnt  yet  I  pr^ye  to  al  this  companye. 
If  that  I  speke  afber  my  fiemtaeye,         190 
As  taketh  not  a-grief  of  that  I  seye  ; 
For  myn  entente  nis  bnt  for  to  pleye. 
Now  sires,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my 

talc- 
As  ever  mote  I  drinken  wyn  or  ale, 
I  shal  seye  sooth,  tho  honsbondes  that 

I  hadde,  195 

As  three  of  hem  were  gode  and  two  wer» 

badde. 
The  three  men  were  gode,  and  riohe,  and 

olde; 
Unnethe  mighte  they  the  statnt  holde 
In  which  that  they  were  boonden  nn-to 

me.  199 

Ye  woot  wel  what  I  mene  of  this,  pardee ! 
As  help  me  god,  I  langhe  whan  I  thinke 
How  pitonsly  a^night  I  made  hem  swinke; 
And  by  my  fey,  I  tolde  of  it  no  stoor. 
They  had  me  yeven  hlr  gold  and  hir 

tresoor; 
Me  neded  nat  do  longer  diligence         205 
To  winne  hir  love,  or  doon  hem  reverence. 
They  loved  me  so  wel,  by  god  above. 
That  I  ne  tolde  no  deyntee  of  hir  love ! 
A  wys  womman  wol  sette  hir  ever  in  oon 
To  gete  hir  love,  ther  as  she  hath  noon,  jio 
Bnt  sith  I  hadde  hem  hoolly  in  myn  hond, 
And  sith  they  hadde  me  yeven  all  hir 

lond, 
What  sholde  I  taken  hede  hem  for  to 

plese, 
Bnt  it  were  for  my  profit  and  myn  ese? 
I  sette  hem  so  a'werke,  l^  my  fejy        ai5 
That  many  a  night  they  songen  "  wei- 

lawey!" 
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The  baooun  was  nat  fet  for  hem,  I  trove, 
That  Bom  men  han  in  Easez  at  Dnnmowe. 
I  governed  hem  ao  wel,  after  my  lawe, 
That  eoh  of  hem  Ail  bliBftil  was  and  fawe 
To  bringeme  gaye  thingesfiro  thefieiyre.  mi 
They  were  fxtl  glad  whan  I  spak  to  hem 

fayre; 
Fbr  god  it  woot,  I  chidde  hem  spitocwly. 

Now  herkneth,  how  I  bar  me  proprely, 

Ye  wyse  wjnree,  that  can  nnderstonde.  aa$ 

Thusshnl  ye  speke  and  here  hem  wrong 

on  honde ; 
For  half  so  boldely  can  ther  no  man 
Swere  and  lyen  as  a  womman  can. 
I  aey  nat  this  by  wyves  that  ben  wyse, 
Bat-if  it  be  whan  tiiey  hem  misavsrae.  a$o 
A  wys  wyf,  if  that  she  can  hir  good, 
Shal  beren  him  on  hond  the  cow  is  wood, 
And  take  witnesse  of  hir  owene  mayde 
Of  hir  assent ;  bnt  herkneth  how  I  sayde. 
**  Sir  olde  kaynard,  is  this  thyn  array? 
Why  is  my  neighebores  wyf  so  gay  ?    a$6 
She  is  honoured  over-al  ther  she  goth ; 
I  sitte  at  hoom,  I  have  no  thrifty  cloth. 
What  dostow  at  my  neighebores  hons  ? 
Is  she  so  £Eur  ?  artow  so  amorous  ?        340 
What  rowne  ye  with  our  mayde?  ben*- 

cite! 
Sir  olde  lechonr,  lat  thy  japes  be ! 
And  if  I  have  a  gossib  or  a  freend, 
With-onten  gilt,  thou  chydest  as  a  feend, 
If  that  I  walke  or  pleye  nn-to  his  hons !  245 
Thon  comest  hoom  as  dronken  as  a  mons. 
And  prechest  on  thy  bench,  with  yvel 

preeft 
Thou  seist  to  me,  it  is  a  greet  meschief 
To  wedde  a  povre  womman,  for  oostage ; 
And  if  that  she  be  riche,  of  heigh  parage, 
Than  seistow  that  it  is  a  tormentiye    251 
To  soffit  hir  pryde  and  hir  malenoolye. 
And  if  that  she  be  fiEur,  thou  verray  knave, 
Thon  seyst  that  eveiy  holonr  wol  hir  have ; 
She  may  no  whyle  in  chastitee  abyde,  255 
That  is  aseailled  np-on  eoh  a  syde. 
Thou   seyst,  som  folk  desyre    ns   for 

richesse, 
Som  for  our  shap,  and  som  for  our  fair- 


And  som,  for  she  can  outher  singe  or 
daunoe,  259 

And  som,  for  gentillesse  and  daliaunco ; 


Som,  for  hir  handes  and  hir  armes  smale ; 
Thus  goth  al  to  the  devel  by  thy  tal& 
^ou  seyst,  men  may  nat  kepe  a  eastel- 

wal; 
It  may  so  longe  assaOled  been  over-al. 
And  if  that  she  be  foul,  thou  seist  that 

she  26s 

Goveiteth  eveiy  man  thai  she  may  see ; 
For  as  a  spaynel  she  wol  on  him  lepe. 
Til  that  she  finde  som  man  hir  to  chepe ; 
Ne  noon  so  gr^  goos  goth  ther  in  the 

hkke,  269 

As,  seistow,  that  wol  been  with-onte  make. 
And  sesrst,  it  is  an  hard  thing  for  to  welde 
A  thing  that  no  man  wol,  his  thankes, 

helde. 
Thus  seistow,  lorel,  whan  thow  goost  to 

bedde; 
And  that   no  wys  man  nedeth  for  to 

wedde,  274 

Ne  no  man  that  entendeth  un-to  hevene. 
With  wilde  thonder-dint  and  firy  levene 
Mote  thy  welked  nekke  be  to-broke ! 
Thow  seyst  that  dropping  houses,  and« 

eek  smoke. 
And  chyding  wyves,  maken  men  to  flee 
Out  of  hir  owene  hous ;  a !  ben*cUe  !     380 
What  eyleth  swich  an  old  man  for  to 

chyde? 
Thow  sojmt,  we  wjnres  wol  our  vyoes 

hyde 
Til  we  be  fast,  and  than  we  wol  hem 

shewe; 
Wei  may  that  be  a  proverbe  of  a  shrewe! 
Thou  seist,  that  oxen,  asses,  hoxt,  and 

honndes,  385 

They  been  assayed  at  diverse  stoundes; 
Bacins,  lavours,  er  that  men  hem  bye, 
Spones  and  stoles,  and  al  swich  hona- 

bondiye. 
And  so  been  pottes,  clothes,  and  amy; 
But  folk  of  wyves  maken  noon  assay   390 
Til  they  be  wedded ;  olde  dotard  shrewe ! 
And  than,  seistow,  we  wol  cure  rices 

shewe. 
Thou  seist  also,  that  it  displeseth  me 
But-if  that  thou  wolt  preyse  my  beautee. 
And  but  thou  poure  alwey  up^>n  my 

face,  395 

And   depe    me  'faire  dame'  in   every 

place; 
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And  bat  thoa  make  a  feste  on  thilke 

day 
That  I  WB»  borni  and  make  me  fnah.  and 

And  but  ihoa  do  to  my  nonce  honour, 
And  to  my  ohamberere  wiih-inne  my 

boor,  300 

And  to  my  fiidres  folk  and  his  allyes ; — 
Thus  aeistow,  olde  barel  ttd  of  lyes ! 

And  yet  of  our  apprentice  Janekyn, 
For  his  crisp  heer,  shyninge  as  gold  sofyn, 
And  for  he  sqniereth  me  bothe  np  and 

doan,  305 

Yet  hastow  canght  a  fietls  sospecioan ; 
I  wol  hym  noght,  thogh  tboa  were  deed 

to-morwe. 
Bnt  tel  me  this,  why  hydestow,  with 

sorwe, 
The  keyes  of  thy  cheste  away  firo  me  ? 
It  is  my  good  as  wel  as  thyn,  pardee.  310 
What  wenestow  make  an  idiot  of  our 

dame? 
Xow  hy  that  lord,  that  called  is  seint 

Jame, 
Thou  shalt  nat  bothe,  thogh  that  thou 

were  wood, 
Be  maister  of  my  body  and  of  my  good; 
That  oon  thou  shalt  forgo,  mangree  thyne 

yCn ;  3i< 

What  nedeih  thee  of  me  to  enqnere  or 

spy6n? 
I  trowe,  thou  woldest  loke  me  in  t<hy 

cheste! 
Thoa  sholdest  s^ye,  '  wyf,  go  wher  thee 

Iflste, 
Tak  your  disport,  I  wol  nat  lave  no  talis ; 
1  knowe  yow  for  a  trewe  wyf,  dame  Alis.' 
We  love  no  man  that  taketh  kepe  or 

ohaxge  321 

Wher  that  we  goon,  we  wol  ben  at  owe 

large. 
Of  alio  men  y-blessed  moot  he  be, 
The  wyse  astrologien  Dan  Ptholome,   334 
That  seith  this  proverbe  in  his  Almageste, 
^  Of  alle  men  his  wisdom  is  the  hyeste. 
That  zekketh  never  who  hath  the  world 

in  honde.' 
By  this  proverbe  thoa  shalt  anderstonde. 
Have  thoa  y-nogh,  what  thar  thee  reoche 

or  care 
How  mezily  that  otbere  folkes  fue?    330 


For  certeyn,  olde  dotard,  by  your  leve, 
Te  shnl  have  qneynte  right  y-nongh  at  eve. 
He  is  to  greet  a  nigard  that  wol  weme 
A  man  to  lighte  his  candle  at  his  lanteme ; 
He   shal   have   never   the   lasse   light, 

Pardee;  335 

Have  thoa  y-noogh,  thee  thar  nat  pleyne 

thee 
Thoa  seyst  also,  that  if  we  make  as  gay 
With  dothing  and  with  precious  array. 
That  it  is  peril  of  our  chastitee ; 
And  yet,  with  sorwe,  thoa. most  enforce 

thee,  340 

And  seye  thise  wordes  in  the  apostles 


*In    habit,    maad  with   chastitee   and 

shame. 
Ye  wommen  shal  apparaille  yow.'  quod 

he. 
*And  noght  in  tressed   heer  and    gay 

perree, 
Ab  perles,  ne  with  gold,  ne  clothes  riohe . ' 
After  thy  text,  ne  after  thy  mbriohe  346 
I  wol  nat  wirche  as  machel  as  a  gnat. 
Thoa  seydest  this,  that  I  was  lyk  a  cat 
For  who-so  wolde  senge  a  oattes  skin, 
Thanne  wolde  the  cat  wel  dwellen  in 

his  in;  350 

And  if  the  cattee  skin  be  slyk  and  gay. 
She  wol  nat  dwelle  in  house  half  a  day^ 
Bat  fbrth  she  wole,  er  any  day  be  dawed 
To  shewe  hir  skin,  and  goon  a^iater^ 

wawed; 
This  is  to  saye,  if  I  be  gay,  sir  shrewe,  355 
I  wol  renne  oat,  my  borel  for  to  shewe. 
Sire   olde  fool,  what   eyleth   thee  to 

spydn? 
Thogh    thoa    preye    Argus,    with    his 

hundred  y«n. 
To  be  my  warde-cors,  as  he  can  best, 
In  feith,  he  shal  nat  kepe  me  but  me 

lest;  360 

Yet  coode  I  make  his  herd,  so   moot 

I  thee. 
Thou  seydest  eek,  that  ther  ben  thinges 

three. 
The  whiohe  thinges  troublen  al  this  erthe, 
And  that  no  wight  ne  may  endure  the 

ferthe: 
O  leve  sir  shrewe,  Jesu  shorte  thy  lyf !  s6;i 
Yet  preohestow,  and  seyst,  an  hateftd  wyf 
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Y-rekened  is  for  oon  of  thise  m  wchajacea. 
Been  ther  none   othere   maner  reaem- 

Uancea 
That  ye  may  lykne  your  parables  to, 
Bnt-if  a  aely  wyf  be  oon  of  tho  ?  370 

Thon  lykenest  wonunanes  love  to  heUe, 
To  bareyne  lond,  ther  'water  moy  not 

dwelle. 
Thou  lyknest  it  also  to  wUde  fyr ; 
The  more  it  brenneth,  the  more  it  hath 

deayr 
To   consume .  eveiy   thing    that    brent 

wol  be.  375 

Thou  neyBty  that  right  as  -wormes  shende 

a  tree, 
Right  so  a  wyf  destroyeth  hir  housboi^de ; 
This   knowe   they  that  been  to  wyves 

bonde." 
LordingeSf    right   thus,    as    ye    have 

understonde, 
Bar  I  stifly  myne  olde  housbondes  on 

honde,  380 

That  thus  they  seyden  in  hir  dronkenesse ; 
And  al  was  fals,  but  that  I  took  witnesse 
On  Janekin  and  on  my  nece  also. 

0  lord,  the  pesme  I  dide  hem  and  the  wo, 
Ful  giltelees,  by  goddes  swete  pyne  1  385 
For  as  an  hors  I  coude  byte  and  whyne. 

1  coude  pleyne,  thogh  I  were  in   the 

gUt, 
Or  elles  often  tyme  hadde  I  ben  spilt. 
Who-so  that  first  to  mille  oomth,  first 

grint; 
I  pleyned  first,  so  was  our  wene  y-stint. 
They  were  fal  glad  Vezcusen  hem  ftil 

blyve  391 

Of  thing  of  which  they  never  agilte  hir 

lyve. 
Of  wenches  wolde  I   beren   him   on 

honde, 
Whan  that  for  syk  unnethes  mighte  he 

stonde. 
Yet  tikled  it  his  herte,  for  that  he        395 
Wende  that  I  hadde  of  him  so  g^reet 

chiertee. 
I  swoor  that  al  my  walkinge  out  by  nighte 
Was  for  t'espye  wenches  that  he  dighte ; 
Under  that  colour  hadde  I  many  a  mirthe. 
For  al  swich  wit  is  yeven  us  in  our  birthe  ; 
Deceite,  weping,  spinning  god  hath  yive 
To  wommen  kindely,  wbyl  they  may  live. 


And  thus  of  o  thing  I  avaunte  me,  40$ 
Atte  ende  I  hadde  the  bettre  in  ech 

degree, 
By  sleighte,  or  force,  or  by  som.  maner 

thing,  405 

As  by  continuel  murmur  or  gmoching ; 
Namely  a-bedde  hadden  they  meschannce, 
Ther  wolde  I  chyde  and  do    hem   no 

plesaunoe ; 
I  wolde  no  lenger  in  the  bed  abyde, 
If  that  Ifeltehisannover  my  ^yde,   410 
Til  he  had  maad  his  raunson  un-to  me ; 
Than  wolde  I  suffire  him  do  his  nyoetee. 
And  ther-fore  evezy  man  this  tale  I  telle, 
Winne  who40  may,  for  al  is  for  to  selle. 
With  empty  hand  men  may  none  haukes 

lure ;  415 

For  winning  wolde  I  al  his  lust  endure, 
And  make  me  a  foyned  appetyt ; 
And  yet  in  baoon  hadde  I  never  delyt ; 
That  made  me  that  ever  I  wolde  hem 

chyde.  419 

For  thogh  the  pope  had  seten  hem  bi^yde, 
I  wolde  nat  spare  hem  at  hir  owene  bord. 
For  by  my  trouthe,  I  quitte  hem  word 

for  word. 
As  help  me  verray  god  omnipotent, 
Thogh  I  right   now  sholde   make   my 

testament, 
I  ne  owe  hem  nat  a  word  that  it  nis  quit. 
I  broghte  it  so  aboute  by  my  wit,  426 

That  they  moste  yeve  it  up,  as  for  the 

bests; 
Or  elles  hadde  we  never  been  in  reste. 
For  thogh  he  loked  as  a  wood  leonn. 
Yet  sholde  he  faille  of  his  oonolusioun.  430 
Thanne  wolde  I  seye,  "gode  lief,  tak 

keep 
How  mekely  loketh  Wilkin  oure  sheep ; 
Com   neer,  my  spouse,  lat  xoa  ba  thy 

cheke ! 
Ye  sholde  been  al  paoient  and  make, 
And  han  a  swete  spyced  conscience,     435 
Sith  ye  so  preohe  of  Jobes  pacienoe. 
Suffireth  alwey,  sin  ye  so  wel  can  preche ; 
And  but  ye  do,  certein  w«  shal    yow 

teche 
That  it  is  fair  to  have  a  wyf  in  pees. 
Oon  of  us  two  moste  bowen,  dontelees ;  440 
And  sith  a  man  is  more  x«son*Ue 
Than  womman  is,  yo  moste  been  sufikable. 
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What  eyleih  yow  to  gmoohe  thnB  and 

g^xond? 
I3  it  for  ye  wolde  have  my  qneynte  allone? 
Why  taak  it  al,  lo,  have  it  eveiy-deel ;  445 
Peter  t  I  shrewe  yow  bnt  ye  love  it  weel ! 
For  if  I  wolde  selle  my  hele  ehate^ 
I  ooode  walke  as  ftesh  as  is  a  rose ; 
Bat  I  wol  kepe  it  for  your  owene  tooth. 
Ye  be  to  blame,  by  god,  I  sey  yow  sooth.*' 
Swiche  maner  wordes  hadde  we  on 
honde.  451 

Now  wol  I  speken  of  my  fonrthe  hons- 
bonde. 
ICy  fonxthe  hoa8\)onde  was  a  reveloor, 
This  is  to  seyn,  he  hadde  a  paramour ; 
And  I  was  yong  and  tal  of  rageiye,     455 
Stibom  and  strong,  and  joly  as  a  pye. 
Wei  coade  I  dannoe  to  an  harpe  smale, 
And  singe,  y-wis,  as  any  nightingale, 
Whan  I  had  dronke  a  draughte  of  swete 

wyn. 
HetelUns,  the  foole  cherl,  the  swyn,    460 
Thai  with  a  stof  birafbe  his  wyf  hir  lyfp 
For  she  drank  wyn,  thogh  I  hadde  been 

his  wjrf, 
He  sholde  nat  han  daunted  me  fro  drinke ; 
And,  after  wyn,  on  Venus  moste  I  thinke : 
Eor  al  so  siker  as  oold  engendreth  hayl, 
A  Ukerous  mouth  moste  hon  a  llkerous 
tayL  466 

In  womman  vinolent  is  no  defence, 
This  knowen  leohours  1^  experience. 
Bat,  lord  Crist !  whan  that  it  remem« 
breth  me 
T7p-on  my  yowthe,  and  on  my  jolitee,  470 
It  tikleth  me  aboute  myn  herte  rote. 
Unto  this  day  it  dooth  myn  herte  bote 
That  I  have  had  my  world  as  in  my  tyme. 
Bnt  age,  alias!  that  al  wol  envenyme,  474 
Hath  me  biraft  my  beautee  and  my  pith ; 
Lat  go,  fare-wel,  the  devel  go  therwith ! 
The  flour  is  goon,  ther  is  na-more  to  telle, 
The  bren,  as  I  best  can,  now  moste  I  seUe ; 
But  yet  to  be  right  mery  wol  I  fonde. 
Now  wol  I  tellen  of  my  fourthe  hons- 
bonde.  4&> 

I  seye,  I  hadde  in  herte  greet  despyt 
That  he  of  any  other  had  delyt. 
But  he  was  quit,  by  god  and  by  seint 

Jocel 
I  mode  him  of  the  same  wode  a  croce ; 


Nat  of  my  body  in  no  foul  manere,       485 
But  certeinly,  I  made  folk  swioh  ohere, 
That  in  his  owene  grece  I  made  him  trye 
For  angre,  and  for  verray  jalonsye. 
By  god,  in  erthe  I  was  his  purgatorie,489 
For  which  I  hope  his  soule  be  in  glorie. 
For  god  it  woot,  he  sat  ftd  ofte  and  song 
Whan   that  his  shoo  ftil  bitterly  him 

wrong. 
Ther  was  no  wight,  save  god  and  he,  that 

wiste. 
In  many  wyse,  how  sore  I  him  twiste. 
He  deyde  whan  I  cam  fro  Jerusalem,  495 
And  lyth  y-grave  under  the  rode-beem, 
Al  is  his  tombe  noght  so  curious 
As  was  the  sepulore  of  him,  Darius, 
Which  that  Appellee  wroghte  subtilly ; 
It  nis  but  wast  to  burie  him  preciously.  500 
Lat  him  fare-wel,  god  yeve  his  soule  reste, 
He  is  now  in  the  grave  and  in  his  oheste. 
Now  of  my  flfthe  housbond  wol  I  telle. 
Gk>d  lete  his  soule  never  come  in  helle ! 
And  yet  was  he  to  me  the  moste  shrewe ; 
That  fele  I  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rewe,    506 
And  ever  shal,  un-to  myn  ending-day. 
But  in  our  bed  he  was  so  firesh  and  gay, 
And  ther-with-al  so  wel  coude  he  me  glose, 
Whan  that  he  wolde  han  my  bde  cAom,  510 
That  thogh  he  hadde  me  bet  on  every 

boon. 
He  coude  winne  agayn  my  love  anoon. 
I  trowe  I  loved  him  beste,  for  that  he 
Was  of  his  love  daungerous  to  me. 
We  wommen  han,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye. 
In  this  matere  a  queynte  fanta^ye ;      516 
Wayte  what  thing  we  may  nat  lightly 

have, 
Ther-after  wol  we  crye  al-day  and  crave. 
Forbede  us  thing,  and  that  de^yren  we ; 
Frees  on  us  faste,  and  thanne  wol  we  flee. 
With  daunger  onte  we  al  our  cha£hre ;  531 
Greet  prees  at  market  maketh  dere  ware. 
And  to  greet  cheep  is  holde  at  litel  prys ; 
This  knoweth  every  womman  that  is  wys. 
Hy  flfthe  housbonde,  god   his   soule 

blesse !  52$ 

Which   that  I  took   for   love   and   no 

richesse, 
He  som-tyme  was  a  clerk  of  Oxenford, 
And  had  left  scole,  and  wente  at  hoom  to 

bord 
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With  my  goBsib,  dwellinge  in  onre  toxin, 
God    haye    hir   sonle!    hir    name  was 

AliBoun.  530 

She  knew  myn  herte  and  eek  my  privetee 
Bet  than  our  pariMhe-preest,  w  moot 

Ithee! 
To  hir  biwreyed  I  my  oonaeil  al. 
For  had  myn  honabonde  pined  on  a  wal, 
Or  doon  a  thing  that  sholde  han  ooet  his 

W  535 

To  hir,  and  to  another  worthy  wyf, 
And  to  my  neoe,  which  that  I    loved 

weel, 
I  wolde  han  told  his  oonseil  4very-deeL 
And  ao  I  dide  Ail  often,  god  it  woot, 
That  made  his  face  fol  often  reed  and 

hoot  540 

For  vermy  shame,  and  blamed  him-self 

for  he 
Had  told  to  me  so  greet  a  privetee. 

And  so  bifel  that  ones,  in  a  Lente, 
(So  often  tymes  I  to  my  gossib  wente, 
For  ever  yet  I  lovede  to  be  gay,  545 

And  for  to  walke,  in  March,  Averille,  and 

May, 
Fro  hoiis  to  hons,  to  here  sondry  talis), 
That  Jankin  clerk,  and  my  gossib  dame 

Alis, 
And  I  my-self,  in-to  the  feldes  wente. 
Myn  housbond  was  at  London  al  that 

Lente;  550 

I  hadde  the  bettre  leyser  for  to  pleye. 
And  for  to  see,  and  eek  for  to  be  seye 
Of  lusty  folk;  whatwistelwhermygraoe 
Was  shapen  for  to  be,  or  in  what  place  ? 
Therefore  I  made  my  visitaoioons,        555 
To  vigilles  and  to  processioons, 
To  preching  eek  and  to  thise  pilgrimages, 
To  pleyes  of  miracles  and  manages. 
And  wered  upon  my  gaye  scarlet  gytes. 
Thise  wormes,  ne  thise  motthes,  ne  thise 

mytes,  560 

Upon  my  peril,  frete  hem  never  a  deel ; 
And  wostow  why?  for  they  were  used 

weeL 
Now  wol  I  tellen  forth  what  happed  me. 
I  seye,  that  in  the  feeldes  walked  we. 
Til  trewely  we  hadde  swich  daliance,  g^S 
This  clerk  and  I,  that  of  my  purveyance 
I  spak  to  him,  and  seydo  him,  how  that  he, 
If  I  were  widwe,  sholde  wedde  me. 


For  certainly,  I  sey  for  no  bobance, 
Yet  was  I  never  with-outen  purveyance 
Of  mariage,  n*of  othere  thinges  eek.     571 
I  holde  a  mouses  herte  nat  worth  a  leek. 
That  hath  but  oon  hole  for  to  sterte  to, 
And  if  that  faille,  thanne  Is  al  y<da 
I  bar  him  on  honde,  he  hadde  en- 
chanted me ;  575 
My  dame  taughte  me  that  soutiltee. 
And  eek  I  seyde,  I  mette  of  him  al  night; 
He  wolde  hui  slayn  me  as  I  lay  ui^-^ight. 
And  al  my  bed  was  ftil  of  verray  blood. 
But  yet   I  hope  that    he  shal  do  me 

good;  580 

For  blood  bitokeneth  gold,  as  me  was 

taught. 
And  al  was  &ls,  I  dremed  of  it  xi^ht 

naught, 
But  as  I  folwed  ay  my  dames  lore. 
As  wel  of  this  as  of  other  thinges  more. 
But  now  sir,  lat  me  see,  what  I  ahal 

seyn?  585 

A !  hal  by  god,  I  have  my  tale  ag^yn. 
Whan  that  my  fourthe  housbond  vraw 

on  here, 
I  weep  algate,  and  made  soiy  ohere, 
As  wyves  moten,  for  it  is  usage, 
And  with    my  coverehief  oovered    my 

visage;  550 

But  for  that  I  was  purveyed  of  a  make, 
I  weep  but  smal,  and  that  I  undertake. 
To  chirohe  was  myn  housbond  bom 

a-morwe 
With  neighebores,  that  for  him  maden 

sorwe; 
And  Jankin  onre  clerk  was  oon  of  tho.  595 
As  help  me   god,  whan  that   I  saogh 

him  go 
After  the  here,  me  thooghte  he  hadde  a 

paire 
Of  legges  and  of  feet  so  clene  and  faara. 
That  al  myn  herte  I  yaf  un-to  his  hold. 
He  was,  I  trowe,  a  twenty  winter  old,6ao 
And  I  was  fourty,  if  I  shal  seye  sooth ; 
But  yet  I  hadde  alwey  a  coltes  tooth. 
(Ht-tothed  I  was,  and  that  bioam  me 

weel; 
I  hadde  the  prente  of  sSynt  Tonus  eeeL 
As  help  me  god,  I  was  a  lusty  oon,      605 
And  faire  and  riohe,  and  yong,  and  wel 

bigoon; 
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And  tiewely,  as.myne  housbondes  tolde 

me, 
I  hjkd  the  beste  gwoniam  mighte  be. 
For  oertee,  I  am  al  Yenerien  609 

In  felince,  and  myn  lierte  ia  Maroien. 
Venus  me  yf  my  lust,  my  likenrameMe, 
And  liais  yaf  me  my  sturdy  haxdinease. 
Hyn  aaoendent  waa  Tanr,  and  Man  ther- 

inneu 
Alias !  alias !  that  ever  love  was  imne ! 
I  folwed  ay  myn  inelmacionii  615 

By  Terta  of  my  constelladonn  ; 
That  made  me  I  oonde  noght  -withdxawe 
Hy  chambre  of  Yenns  from,  a  good  felawe. 
Tet  haTB  I  Maries  mark  np-on  my  flftce, 
And  also  in  another  privee  place.         6ao 
I>9r,  god  so  wis  b%  my  savaeionn, 
I  ne  loved  never  hy  no  disoreoioiuii 
But  ever  folwede  myn  appetyt, 
Al  were  he  short  or  long,  or  blak  or 

whyt; 
I  took  no  kepe,  so  that  he  lyked  me,    6^5 
How  pore  he  was,  ne  eek  of  what  degree. 
What  sholde  I  seye,  bat,  at  the  monthes 

ende. 
This  joly  clerk  Jankin,  that  was  so  hende. 
Hath  wedded  me  with  greet  solempnitee, 
And  to  him  yaf  I  al  the  lond  and  fee  630 
That  ever  was  me  yeven  ther*bifore ; 
But  afterwhrd  repented  me  fhl  sore. 
He  nolde  snffire  nothing  of  my  list 
By  god,  he  smoot  me  ones  on  the  list. 
For  that  I  rente  oat  of  his  book  a  leef,  655 
That  of  the  strook  myn  ere  wez  al  dee£ 
Stibom  I  was  as  is  a  leonesse. 
And  of  my  tonge  a  verray  janglaresse, 
And  walke  I  wolde,  as  I  had  doon  bifom, 
From  hoas  to  hoos,  al-thoogh  he  had  it 

swom.  640 

For  which  he  often  tymes  wolde  preche. 
And  me  of  olde  Bomayn  gestes  teohe, 
How  he,  Simplioins  G^aUos,  lefte  his  wyf, 
And  hir  forsook  for  teime  of  al  his  lyf, 
Noght  bat  for  open-heeded  he  hir  my  645 
Xiokinge  out  at  his  dore  upon  a  day. 

Another  Bomayn  tolde  he  me  by  name, 
That,  for  his  wyf  was  at  a  someres  game 
With-oote  his  witing,  he  forsook  hir  eke. 
And  than  wolde  he  np-on  his  Bible  soke 
That  iike  proverbe  of  Eoclesiaste,  651 
Wher  he  oomandeth  and  forbedetb  faste, 


Man  shal  nat  soAre  his  wyf  go  roole 

aboate; 
Than  wolde  he  seye  right  thos,  with- 

oaten  doate, 
"Who4o  that  boildeth  his  hoos  al  of 

salwes,  655 

And  priketh  his  Uinde  hors  over  the 

falwes. 
And  saf&eth  his  wyf  to  go  seken  halwes, 
Is  worthy  to  been  hanged  on  the  gal- 

wesl" 
Bnt  al  for  noght,  I  sette  noght  an  hawe 
Of  his  proverbes  n'of  his  olde  sawe,      660 
Ne  I  wolde  nat  of  him  oorreoted  be. 
I  hate  him  that  my  vices  telleth  me, 
And  so  do  mo,  god  woot  t  of  as  than  L 
This  made  him  with  me  wood  al  oatrely ; 
I  nolde  noght  forbore  him  in  no  oas.    66s 
Now  wol  I  seye  yow  sooth,  by  seint 

Thomas, 
Why  that  I  rente  oat  of  his  book  a  leef, 
For  which  he  8nu>ot  me  so  that  I  was 

dee£ 
He  hadde  a  book  that  gladly,  night  and 

day. 
For  his  desport  he  wolde  rede  alway.  670 
He  deped  it  Yalerie  and  Theofraste, 
At  whiche  book  he  loogh  alwey  fal  faste. 
And  eek  ther  was  som-tyme  a  clerk  at 

Bome, 
A  cardinal,  that  highte  Seint  Jerome, 
That  made  a  book  agayn  Jovinian ;      675 
In  whiche  book  eek  ther  was  Tertalan, 
Grisippos,  Trotala,  and  Helowys, 
That  was  abbesse  nat  fer  fto  Paays ; 
And  eek  the  Parables  of  Salomon, 
Ovydes  Art,  and  bokes  many  on,  680 

And  alle  thise  wer  boonden  in  o  volome. 
And  every  night  and  day  was  his  oastome. 
Whan  he  had  l^yser  and  vacaoioan 
From  other  worldly  oocapaoioon,         684 
To  reden  on  this  book  of  wikked  wyves. 
He  knew  of  hem  mo  legendes  and  lyves 
Than  been  of  gode  wyves  in  the  Bible. 
For  trosteth  wel,  it  is  an  impossible 
That  any  clerk  wol  speke  good  of  wyves, 
Bat-if  it  be  of  holy  seintes  lyves,  690 

Ne  of  noon  other  womman  never  the  mo. 
Who  pejrntede  the  leoon,  tel  me  who  ? 
By  god,  if  wommen  hadde  writen  stories. 
As  derkes  han  with-inne  hir  oratories, 
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Thoy  wolde  han  writen  of  men  mora 

-wikkedneBse  695 

Thou  all  the  xoark  of  Adam  maj  redreeae. 
The  children  of  Mercurie  and  of  YeniiB 
Been  in  Mr  wirking  f ol  oontrarioni ; 
Meronrie  loveUi  wisdom  and  soienoo, 
And  YeniiB  loveth  ryot  and  diapenoe.  700 
And,  for  hir  diverse  disposicionn, 
Eoh  falleth  in  otherea  exaltaoionn ; 
And  thus,  god  woot !  Meronrie  is  deaolat 
In  Pisces,  wher  Yenns  is  exaltat ; 
And   Yenns   falleth   ther   Meronrie    is 

reysed;  705 

Thezfore  no  womman  of  no  olerk  is  preysed. 
The  clerk,  whan  he  is  old,  and  may  noght 

do 
Of  Yenns  werkes  worth  his  olde  sho, 
Than  sit  he  donn,  and  writ  in  his  dotage 
That  wommen  can  nat  kepe  hir  manage  t 

Bat  now  to  pnrpos,  why  I  tolde  thee 
That  X  was  beten  for  a  book,  pardee.    71a 
Up-on  a  night    Jankin,  that  was    onr 

tsyre^ 
Bedde  on  his  hook,  as  he  sat  by  the  fyre, 
Of  Era  first,  that,  for  hir  wikkednesse, 
Was  al  mankinde  broght  to  wreoched- 

nesse,  716 

For  which  that  Jesn  Crist  him<«elf  was 

slayn, 

That  boghte  ns  with  his  herte-blood  agayn. 

Lo,  here  expres  of  womman  may  ye  flnde, 

That  womman  was  the  los  of  al  mankinde. 

Tho  redde  he  me  how  Sampson  loste 

his  heres,  721 

Slepinge,  his  lemman  kitte  hem  with  hir 

shores; 
Thnrgh  whiohe  tzesoon  loste  he  bothe 

his  yen. 
Tho  redde  he  me,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lyen. 
Of  Heronles  and  of  his  Dianyre,  735 

That  caused  him  to  sette  himself  a-fyre. 
No-thing  forgat  he  the  penannoe  and 

wo 
That  Socrates  had  with  hise  wyres  two ; 
How  Xantippa  oaste  pisse  np-on  his  heed ; 
This  sely  man  sat  stille,  as  he  were  deed ; 
He  wyped  his  heed,  namore  dorste  he  seyn 
Bnt  "er  that  thonder  stinte,  comth  a 

reyn."  73a 

Of  Phasipha,  that  was  the  qnene  of 

Crete, 


Eor  shrewednesse,  him  thoo^te  the  tale 

swete; 
Fy  1  spek  na-more — it  is  a  grisly  thing — 
Of  hir  horrible  Inst  and  hir  lyking.      736 

Of  GUtemistza,  for  hir  leoheiye, 
That  £EUsly  made  hir  hoosbond  for  to  dye. 
He  redde  it  with  Ml  good  devooionn. 

He  tolde  me  eek  for  what  oooanionTi   740 
Amphiorax  at  Thebes  loste  his  lyf ; 
Myn  honsbond  hadde  a  legende  of  his  wsrf , 
Eriphilem,  that  for  an  oaohe  of  gold 
Hath  prively  nn-to  the  Orekes  tdd 
'Wher  that  hir  honsbonde  hidde  him  in  a 

place,  745 

For  which  he  hadde  at  Thebes  soiy  gmee. 

Of  I^rma  tolde  he  me,  and  of  Lncyoi, 
They  bothe  made  hir  honsbondes  far  to 

dye; 
That  oon  for  love,  that  other  was  for 

hate; 
Lyma  hir  honsbond,  on  an  even  late,    759 
fimpoysoned  hath,  for  that  she  was  his  f^ 
Laoya,  likevons,  lored  hir  hoosbond  ao. 
That,  for  he  sholde  alwey  np^m  hir  thinke. 
She  yaf  him  swich  a  manor  lore-dxinke. 
That  he  was  deed,  er  it  were  by  the 

morwe ;  755 

And  thns  algates  honsbondes  ban  sorwe. 
Than  tolde  he  me,  how  oon  Latnmins 
Complejmed  to  his  felawe  Arrins, 
That  in  his  gardin  growed  swioh  a  tree. 
On  which,  he  seyde,  how  that  his  wyres 

three  y6u 

Hanged  hem-self  for  herte  deepitons. 
"  O  leve  brother,"  qnod  this  Arrins, 
"  Yif  me  a  plante  of  thilke  blisMd  tree. 
And  in  my  gardin  planted  shal  it  be  !** 
Of  latter  date,  of  wyres  hath  he  red, 
That  somme  han  slsynhir  hooAondes  in 

hir  bed,  y6fi 

And  lete  hir  leohoor  dighte  hir  al  the 

night 
YThyl  that  the  oorps  lay  in  the  floor  up- 
right. 
And  sonmie  han  drive  nayles  in  hir  brayn 
Whyl  that  thoy  slepte,  and  thus  tbey  han 

hem  slayn.  771) 

Somme  han  hem  yeve  poysonn  in  hir 

drinka 
He  spak  more  harm   than  herte  may 

bithinka 
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And  ther-withpal,  he  knew  of  mo  pro- 

verbes 
Ulan,  in  this  world  ther  growen  gras  or 

herbes. 
"  Bet  iSf"  quod  he,  "  thyn  habitaoioon  775 
Be  with  a  leonn  or  a  fool  dragoani 
Than  with  a  womman  nslnge  for  to  chyde. 
Bet  ifl,'*  qnod  he,  "  hye  in  the  roof  abyde 
Than  with  an  angry  wyf  doon  in  the 

hons; 
They  been  so  wikked  and  contrarions ;  780 
They  hafcen  that  hir  honabondes  loveth 

ay." 
He  seyde,  "a  womman  oast  hir  shame 

away, 
'Whan  Bhe  cast  of  hir  smok ;"  and  forther- 

mo, 
"  A  fair  womman,  bnt  she  be  ohaast  also, 
Is  lyk  a  gold  ring  in  a  sowes  nose."  785 
Who  wolde  wenen,  or  who  wolde  snppoee 
The  wo  that  in  myn  herte  was,  and  pyne? 
And  whan  I  sangh  he  wolde  never  fyne 
To  reden  on  this  onrsed  book  al  night, 
Al  sodeynly  three  leves  have  I  plight  790 
Oat  of  his  book,  right  as  he  radde,  and 

eke, 
I  with  my  fist  so  took  him  on  the  cheko, 
That  in  oar  fyr  he  fil  bakward  adoon. 
And  he  ap-etirte  as  dooth  a  wood  leoon. 
And  with  his  fist  he  smoot  me  on  the 
heed,  795 

That  in  the  floor  I  lay  as  I  were  deed. 
And  when  he  sangh  how  stille  that  I  lay, 
He  was  agast,  and  wolde  han  fled  bis 

way, 
TIL  atte  laste  oat  of  my  swogh  I  breyde : 
*'01  hastow  slayn  me,  false  theef?"  I 
s^e,  Son 

"  And  for  my  land  thos  hastow  mordred 

me? 
Er  I  be  deed,  yet  wol  I  kisse  thee." 
And  neer  he  cam,  and  kneled  faire 
adoon. 
And  seydo,  "  dere  soster  Alisonn,         804 
As  help  me  god,  I  shal  thee  never  smyte ; 
That  I  have  doon,  it  is  thy-self  to  wyte. 
Foryeve  it  me,  and  that  I  thee  biseke  " — 
And  yet  eft-sones  I  hitte  him  on  the  cheke. 
And  seyde,   "theef,  thas  machel  am  I 
wreke;  809 

2!Tow  wol  I  dye,  I  may  no  lenger  speke." 


Bat  atte  laste,  with  moohel  care  and  wo, 
We  fille  aoorded,  hy  as  selven  two. 
He  ytif  me  al  the  biydel  in  myn  bond 
To  han  the  governance  of  hons  and  lend, 
And  of  his  tonge  and  of  his  bond  also,  815 
And  made  him  br^one  his  book  anon 

right  tho. 
And  whan  that  I  hadde  geten  on-to  me. 
By  nudstrie,  al  the  soveraynetee. 
And  that  he  seyde,  **m3m  owene  trewe 

wyf. 
Do  as  thee  lost  the  terme  of  al  thy  lyf. 
Keep  thyn  honour,  and  keep  eek  myn 

estaat" —  821 

After  that  day  we  hadden  never  deboat. 
Gh>d  help  me  so,  I  was  to  him  as  kindo 
As  any  wyf  from  Denmark  nn-to  Inde, 
And  also  trewe,  and  so  was  he  to  me.  825 
I  prey  to  god  that  sit  in  magestee. 
So  blesse  his  sonle,  for  his  mercy  dere  I 
Now  wol  I  aesye  my  tale,  if  ye  wol  here.* 

Blholde  the  wordes  bitween  the 
Somonotir  and  the  Frere. 

Thx  Frere  loagh,  whan  he  hadde  herd 
al  this, 

*  Kow,  dame,*  quod  he,  '  so  have  I  joye  or 

blis,  830 

This  is  a  long  preamble  of  a  tale !  * 
And  whan  the  Somnoar  herde  the  Frere 

Rale, 

*  Lo  t '  qaod  the  Somnoar,  *  goddes  armea 

two! 
A  frere  wol  entremette  him  ever-mo. 
Lo,  gode  men,  a  flye  and  eek  a  frere     835 
Wol  falle  in  every  dish  and  eek  matere. 
What  spekestow  of  preambalacioan  ? 
What !  amble,  or  trotte,  or  pees,  or  go 

sit  doan ; 
Thoa  lettest  oar  disport  in  this  manera* 
*Ye,  woltow  so,  sir  Somnoar?'   qaod 

the  Frere,  840 

<  Now,  by  my  feith,  I  shal,  er  that  I  go, 
Telle  of  a  Somnoar  swich  a  tale  or  two, 
That  alle  the  folk  shal  laoghen  in  this 

place.* 
*Now    elles,    Frere,    I    bishrewe    thy 

face,* 
Qnod  this  Somnoar,  *  and  I  bishrewe  me, 
I  Bat-if  I  telle  tales  two  or  three  846 
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Of  f reres  er  I  come  to  Sidingbome, 
That  Ishalmakethyn  herte  for  to  mome; 
Tor  wel  I  woot  thy  pooience  is  gooxi.' 

Our  hoste  crjde '  pees !  and  that  anoon !' 

And  seyde,  *lat  the  wonunan  telle  hir 

tale.  851 

Ye  fare  as  folk  that  dronken  been  of  ale. 


Do,  dame,  tel  forth  yonr  tale,  and  that 
is  best' 
*  AI  redy,  sir,*  quod  she,  'right  as  yow 
lest, 
If  I  haye  licence  of  this  worthy  Frere.* 
'Yis,  dame,'  quod  he,  *tel  forth,  and 
I  wol  here.'  8156 


Here  endeth  the  Wyf  of  Bathe  hir  Prologe. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  WYF  OF  BATHE. 


Here  Mginiieth  tba  Tale  of  tbe  Wyf  of  Batlia. 


Iv  th'olde  dayes  of  the  king  Arthonr, 
Of  which   that   Britons    speken   gpreet 

honoor, 
Al  was  this  land  ftdfild  of  fayerye.       859 
The  elf-qneen,  with  hir  joly  companye, 
Baanoed  Ail  ofte  in  many  a  grene  mode ; 
This  was  the  olde  opinion,  as  I  rede. 
I  speke  of  manye  hundred  yeres  ago ; 
Bat  now  can  no  man  see  none  elves  mo. 
For  now  the  grete  charitee  and  prayeres 
Of  limitonrs  and  othere  holy  freres,     ( 10) 
That  serchen  every  lond  and  every  streem, 
As  thikke  as  motes  in  the  sonne-beem, 
Blessinge    halles,    ohambres,    kichenes, 

bonres, 
Citees,  bnrghes,  castels,  hye  tonres,      870 
Thropes,  hemes,  shipnes,  dayeryes, 
This  maketh  that  ther  been  no  fayeryes. 
For  ther  as  wont  to  walken  was  an  elf, 
Ther  walketh   now  the   limitonr  him- 
self 
In  nndermeles  and  in  morweninges,    875 
And  seyth  his  matins  and  his  holy  thinges 
As  he  goth  in  his  limitaoioon.  (21) 

Wommen  may  go  sanfly  np  and  doon, 
In  every  bosh,  or  nnder  every  tree ; 
Ther  is  noon  other  inonbns  bat  he,      880 
And  he  ne  wol  doon  hem  bat  dishonoar. 
And  so  bifel  it,  that  this  king  Arthoor 
Hadde  in  his  hons  a  lusty  bacheler, 


That  on  a  day  cam  xydinge  fto  river ; 
And    happed  that,  allone  as    she    was 

bom,  (ag)  885 

He-saagh  a  mayde  walkinge  him  bifom. 
Of  whiohe  mayde  anon,  maagree  hir  heed. 
By  verray  force  he  rafbe  hir  maydenheed , 
For  whidi  oppressioon  was  swidi  damoar 
And  swich  porsate  on-to  the  king  Ar- 
thoor, 890 
That  dampned  was  this  knight  for  to  be 

deed 
By  conrs  of  lawe,  and  sholde  han  lost  his 

heed 
Paraventare,  swich  was  the  statat  tho ; 
Bat  that  the  qaene  and  othere  ladies  mo 
So  longe  preyeden  the  king  of  grace,    895 
Til  he  his  lyf  him  graonted  in  the  place. 
And  yaf  him  to  the  qoene  al   at   hir 

wille.  (41) 

To  chese,  whether  she  wolde  him  save  or 

spille. 
The  qaene  thanketh  the  king  with  al 

hir  might,  899 

And  after  this  thus  spak  she  to  the  knight. 
Whan  that  she  saagh  hir  tyme,  op-on  ji 

day: 
*Thoa  standest  yet,*  qaod  she,  *in  swich 

array. 
That  of  thy  lyf  yet  hastow  no  saretee. 
I  grante  thee  lyf,  if  thoa  canst  tellen  boo 
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What  thing  is  it  that  W9mmea  most 
deaiyren  ?  905 

Be  war,  and  keep  thy  nekke-boon  from 
yren.  (50) 

And  if  thou  oanst  nat  tellen  it  anon, 
Tet  wol  I  yeve  thee  leve  for  to  gon 
A  twelf-month  and  a  day,  to  seche  and 

lere 
An  answere  soffisant  in  this  matere.    910 
And  snretee  wol  I  han,  er  that  thon  pace, 
Thy  body  for  to  yelden  in  this  place.' 
Wo  was  this  knight  and  sorwefully  he 
fljyketh; 
Bnt  what !  he  may  nat  do  al  as  him  lyketh. 
And  at  the  laste,  he  chees  him  for  to 
wende,  915 

And  come  agayn,  right  at  the  yeres  ende, 
With  swieh  answere  as  god  wolde  him 
•pwcveye ;  (61) 

And  taketh  his  leve,  and  wendeth  forth 
his  weye. 
He  seketh  every  hons  and  eveiy  place, 
Whexvas  he  hopeth  for  to  flnde  graoe,  930 
To  leme,  what   thing   wonunen   loven 

most; 
Bnt  he  ne  conde  anyven  in  no  cost, 
Whereas  he  mighte  finde  in  this  matere 
Two  creatures  accordinge  in-fer& 
Somme    seyde,    wommen   loven    best 
richease,  935 

Somme  s^yde,  hononr,  somme  seyde,  joly- 
nease ;  (70) 

Somme,  riohe.  array,  somme  seyden,  Inst 

abedde. 
And  ofte  tyme  to  be  widwe  and  wedde. 
Somme  seyde,  that   onr  hertes  been 
mostesed, 
Whan  that  we  been  y-flatered  and  y- 
plesed.  930 

He  gooth  All  ny  the  sothe,  I  wol  nat  lye ; 
A  man  shal  winne  ns  best  with  flaterye ; 
And  with  attendanoe,  and  with  biaineese, 
Been  we  y-lymed,  bothe  more  and  lesse. 
And  somme  seyn,  how  that  we  loven 
best  935 

Por  to  be  free,  and  do  right  as  ns  lest,  (80) 
And  that  no  man  repreve  as  of  onr  vyce, 
Bat  seye  that  we  be  wyse,  and  no-thing 

nyce. 
Por  trewely,  ther  is  noon  of  as  alls,     939 
Xf  any  wifl^t  irol  olawe  as  on  the  galle, 


That  we  nil  kike,  for  he  seith  us  sooth ; 
Assay,  and  he  Bhal  finde  it  that  so  dooth. 
For  be  we  never  so  vioioos  with-inne, 
We  wol  been  holden  wyse,  and  clene  of 

sinne. 
And  somme  seyn,  that  greet  delyt  ban 

we  (89)  945 

For  to  ben  holden  stable  and  eek  secree, 
And  in  o  porpos  stedefastly  to  dwelle, 
And  nat  biwreye  thing  that  men  us  telle. 
Bat  that  tale  is  nat  worth  a  rake-stele ; 
Pardee,  we  wommen  oonne  no-thing  hole ; 
WitneBM  on  liyda ;  wol  ye  here  the  tale  ? 
Ovyde,  amonges  othere  thinges  smale, 
Seyde,  Myda  hadde,  under  his  longe  heres, 
Growinge  up-on  his  heed  two  asses  eres, 
The  whiche  vyoe  he  hidde,  as  he  best 

mighte,  955 

Fal  sabtilly  from  every  mannes  sighte, 
That,  save  his  wyf,  ther  wiste  of  it  na- 

ma  (loi) 

He  loved  hir  most,  and  trosted  hir  also ; 
He  preyede  hir,  that  to  no  creature 
She  sholde  tellen  of  his  disfigure.         960 
She  swoor  him  *nay,  for  al  this  world 

to  winne. 
She  nolde  do  that  vileinye  or  sinne, 
To  make  hir  hoosbond  han  so  foul  a  name ; 
She  nolde  nat  telle  it  for  hir  owene  shame.' 
But  nathelees,  hir  thoughts  that  she  dyde, 
That  she  so  longe  sholde  a  conseil  hyde ; 
Hir  thoughte  it  swal  so  sore  aboute  hir 

herte,  (m) 

That  nedely  som  word  hir  moste  asterte ; 
And  sith  she  dorste  telle  it  to  no  man, 
Doun  to  a  maxeys  faste  by  she  ran ;     970 
Til  she  came  there,  hir  herte  was  a-fyre, 
And,  as  a  bitore  bombleth  in  the  myre, 
She  leyde  hir  mouth  un-to  the  water  doun : 
'  Biwreye  me  nat,  thou  water,  with  thy 

Boun,»  (118)  974 

Quod  she,  *  to  thee  I  telle  it,  and  namo ; 
Myn  housbond  hath  longe  asses  eres  two ! 
Now  is  myn  herte  all  hool,  now  is  it  oute ; 
I  mighte  no  lenger  kepe  it,  out  of  doute.* 
Heer  may  ye  se,  thogh  we  a  tyme  abyde, 
Yet  out  it  moot,  we  can  no  conseil  hyde ; 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  if  ye  wol  here, 
Bedeth  Ovyde,  and  ther  ye  may  it  lere. 
This  knigH)  of  which  my  tale  is  spe- 

oiaUy,  983 
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Whan  that  he  aaxigh  he  mighte  nat  come 

therby, 
This  is  to  seye,  what  womzuen  loven  moostf 
With-inne  his  brest  fnl  sorweful  was  the 

goost;  (130)  986 

But   hoom    he   gooth,    he    mighte    nat 

sojonme. 
The  day  waa  come,  that  hoomward  moete 

he  toume, 
And  in  his  wey  it  happed  him  to  xyde, 
In  al  this  care,  nnder  a  forest-syde,     990 
Wher-as  he  sangh  np^n  a  daunoe  go 
Of  ladies  fonre  and  twenty,  and  Jret  mo ; 
Toward  the  whicho  daunco  he  drow  ful 

yeme, 
In  hope  that  som  wisdom  sholdo  he  lerne. 
But  certeinly,  er  he  came  folly  there,  995 
Yanisshed  was  this  daunce,  he  niste  where. 
No  oreatnre  saugh  he  that  bar  lyf,  (141) 
Save  on  the  grene  he  saugh  sittinge  a  wyf ; 
A  fouler  wight  ther  may  no  man  devyse. 
Agayn  the  knight  this  olde  wyf  gan  ryse, 
And  seyde, '  sir  knight,  heer-forth  ne  lyth 
.  no  wey.  1001 

Tel  me,  what  that  ye  seken,  by  your  fey? 
Paraventnre  it  may  the  bettre  be  ; 
Thise  olde  folk  can  \nuchel  thing,'  qnod 

she. 
^My  leve  mooder,'  quod  this  knight 

oerteyn,  1005 

*  I  nam  but  deed,  bnt-if  that  I  can  seyn 
What  thing  it  is  that  wommen  most 

desyre ;  (151) 

Conde  ye  me  wisse,  I  wolde  wel  qnyte 
yourhyre.' 
*  Plight  me  thy  tronthe,  heer  in  myn 
hand,*  quod  she, 

*  The  nexte  thing  that  I  reqaere  thee,  xoio 
Then  shalt  it  do,  if  it  lye  in  thy  might ; 
And  I  wol  telle  it  yow  er  it  be  night.' 

*  Have  heer  my  trouthe,'  quod  the  knight, 

*Igrante.' 
^Thanne,'  quod  she,   *I  dar  mo  wel 

avante,  1014 

Thy  lyf  is  sauf,  for  I  wol  stonde  therby, 
Up-on  my  lyf,  the  queen  wol  seye  as  L 
Lat  see  which  is  the  proudeste  of  hem 

alle,  (161) 

That  wereth  on  a  coverchief  or  a  calle. 
That  dar  seye  nay,  of  th^  I  shal  thoe 

teche; 


Lat  us'go  forth  with-outen  lenger  tpeche.' 
Tho  ronned  she  a  pistol  in  his  ere,  1021 
And  bad  him  to  be  glad,  and  have  no 

fere. 
Whan  they  be  oomen  to  the  court,  this 

knight 
Seyde,   *he  had  holde   his   day,  as  he 

hadde  hight. 
And  redy  was  his  answere,'  as  he  sigrde. 
Ful   many  a  noble  wyf,  and   many   a 

nu^de,  (170)  1036 

And  many  a  widwe,  for  that  they  ben 

wyse, 
The  quene  hir-self  sittinge  as  a  justyse, 
Assembled  been,  his  answere  for  to  here ; 
And  afterward    this   knight    was    bod'^ 

appere.  1030 

To  every  wight  comanded  was  silenoe. 

And  that    the    knight   sholde    telle    in 

audience. 
What  thing  that  worldly  wommen  loven 

best. 
This  knight  ne  stood  nat  stille  as  doth 

a  best, 
But  to  his  questioun  anon  answerde  1035 
With  manly  voys,  that  al  tho  court  it 

herde :  (tSo) 

'  My  lige  lady,  generally,*  quod  he, 
^  Wommen  d^yren  to  have  sovereyntee 
As  wel  over  hir  housbond  as  hir  love. 
And  for  to  been  in  maistrie  him  above ; 
This  is  your  moete  desyr,  thogh  ye  me 

kiUe,  1041 

Doth  as  yow  list,  I  am  heer  at  your  wille.' 

In  al  the  court  ne  was  ther  wyf  ne 

mayde, 
Ne  widwe,  that  oontraried  that  he  sayde. 
But   seyden,   'he  was  worthy  han    his 

lyf.'  1045 

And  with  that  word  up  stirte  the  dda 

wyf,  <i90i 

Which  that  the  knight  saugh  sittingfi  in 

the  grene : 
'Keroy,'  quod  she,   *my  sovexeyn  lady 

quene ! 
£r  that  your  court  departe,  do  me  right. 
I  taughte  this  answere  un«to  the  kni^t ; 
For  which  he  plighte.me  his   trcmthe 

there,  ici^i 

The  firste  thing  I  wolde  of  him  reqneze. 
He  woldo  i^  .do,  if  jit  .1^  in  Jiuf  might. 
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Bifore  the  oonxt  than  pro^e  I  thee,  sir 

knight,* 
Qaod  she,  *that  thou  me  take  vn-to  thy 

wyf;  1055 

For  wel  thoa  west  that  I  have  kept  thy 

lyt  (aoo) 

If  I  sey  fide,  i^  nay,  np-on  thy  fey ! ' 
This    knight  answerde,    *  alias  I  and 

weylaw^! 
I  woot  right  wel  that  swioh  was  my 

hihaste.  1059 

For  goddeslove,  as  ohees  a  newe  reqneste  ,* 
Tak  al  my  good,  and  hit  m^  body  go.* 
^Nay  than,*  quod  she,   *I  sKrewa  ns 

bothe  two ! 
For  thogh  that  I  be  fool,  and  old,  and 

pore, 
I  nolde  for  al  the  metal,  ne  for  ore, 
That  under  erthe  is  grave,  or  lyth  above, 
Bat-if  thy  wyf   I  were,  and    eek    thy 

love.*  (a  10)  1066 

^Ify  love?*  quod  he;  'nay,  my  damp- 

nacioon! 
Alias  1  thatany  of  my  nacioon 
Sholde  ever  so  foule  di8i>araged  be !  * 
Bat  al  for  noght,  the  ende  is  this,  that  he 
Gonstrejmed  was,  he   nodes  moste   hir 

wedde ;  1071 

And  taketh  his  olde  wyf,  and  gooth  to 

bedde. 
Now  wolden  som  men  sc^e,  paiaventnre. 
That,  for  my  necligence,  I  do  no  cure 
To  tellen  yow  the  joye  and  al  th*array     * 
That  at  the  feste  was  that  like  day.   (aao) 
To  whiohe  thing  shortly  answere  I  shal ; 
I  seye,  ther  nas  no  joye  ne  feste  at  al, 
Ther  nas  but  hevinesse  and  muche  sorwe ; 
For  prively  he  wedded  hir  on  a  morwe. 
And  al  day  after  hidde  him  as  an  oule ; 
So  wo  was  him,  his  wyf  looked  so  foule. 
Greet  was  the  wo  the  knight  hadde  in 

his  thoght. 
Whan  he  was  with  his  wyf  a-bedde  y- 

broght ;  '  1084 

He  walweth,  and  he  tumeth  to  and  fro. 
His  olde  wyf  lay  smylinge  evermo,     (330) 
And  seyde,  '  o  dere  housbond,  ben^dte  I 
f^tfeth  eveiy  knight  thus  with  his  wyf 

as  ye? 
Is  this  the  lawe  of  king  Arthures  hons  ? 
Isovery  knight  of  his  so  dangerous?  1090 


I  am  your  owene  love  and  eek  your  wyf; 
I  am  she,  which  that  saved  hath  your  lyf ; 
And  certes,  yet  dide  I  yow  never  unright ; 
Why  fiure  ye  thus  with  me  this  flrste  night  ? 
Ye&renlykamanhadlosthiswit;  1095 
What  is  my  gilt?  for  godd*s  love,  tel 
me  it,  (240) 

And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.' 

'Amended?*  quod  this  knight,  *allas! 
nay,  nay! 
It  wol  nat  been  amended  never  mo  I 
Thou  art  so  loothly,  and  so  old  also,    ixoo 
And  ther-to  comen  of  so  lowe  a  kinde, 
That  litel  wonder  is,  thogh  I  walwe  and 

winde. 
So  wolde  god  myn  herte  wolde  breste !  * 

*  Is  this,*  quod  she,  *  the  cause  of  your 
unrsste?*  1104 

'  Ye,  certainly,*  quod  he,  *  no  wonder  is.* 

'  Now,  sire,'  quod  she,  '  I  ooude  amende 
al  this,  (350) 

If  that  me  lists,  er  it  were  dayes  three. 
So  wel  ye  mighte  here  yow  un-to  me. 

But  for  ye  speken  of  swich  gentillesse 
As  is  descended  out  of  old  zichesse,     x  1 10 
That  therfore  sholden  ye  be  gentil  men, 
Swich  arrogance  is  nat  worth  an  hen. 
Loke  who  that  is  most  vertuous  alway, 
Privee  and  apert,  and  most  entendeth  ay 
To  do  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  can,     1 1 15 
And  tak    him  for   the  grettest    gentil 
man.  (a6o) 

Crist  wol,  we  dayme  of  him  our  gentU- 

leme, 
Nat  of  our  eldres  for  hir  old  riohesse. 
For  thogh  th^  yeve  us  al  hir  heritage, 
For  which  we  clc^srme  to  been  of  heigh 
parage,  1120 

Yet  rni^  they  nat  biquethe,  for  no-thing, 
To  noon  of  us  hir  vertuous  living. 
That  made  hem  gentil  men  y-called  be ; 
And  bad  us  folwen  hem  in  swioh  degree. 

Wel  can  the  wyse  poete  of  Florence, 
Thathighte  Bant,  speken  in  this  sentence ; 
Lo  in  swich  maner  rym  is  Dantes  tale : 
*'Ful  selde  up  ryseth  by  his  branches 
smale  (37a)  11 38 

Frowesse  of  man ;  for  god,  of  his  good- 


Wol  that  of  him  we  dayme  our  gentil- 
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For   of    oar   eldres   may   we    no-thing 
clayme  xiji 

Bat  temporel  thing,  that  man  may  hnrte 
andmayme. 

Eek  ev«i7  wight  wot  this  as  wel  as  I, 
Ifgentillesse  were  planted  natarelly 
Un-to  a  oerteyn  linage,  doan  the  lyne, 
Privee  ne  apert,  than  wolde  they  never 
fyne  (a8o)  1136 

To  doon  of  gentillease  the  faire  o£^oe ; 
They  mighte  do  no  vileinye  or  vyce. 

Tak  fyr,  and  her  it  in  the  derkeste  hooB 
Bitwix  this  and  the  moont  of  Cancasas, 
And  lat  men  shette  the  dores  and  go 
thenne;  X141 

Yet  wol  the  fyr  as  fiaire  lye  and  hrenne, 
Aa^wenty  thousand  men  mighte  it  hih<dde ; 
His  office  natorel  ay  wol  it  holde, 
Up  peril  of  my  lyf,  til  that  it  dye.        1145 

Heer  ma;y  ye  see  wel,  how  that  genterye 
Is  nat  annexed  to  possessioan,  (391) 

Sith  folk  ne  doon  hir  operacioon 
Alwey,  as  dooth  the  fyr,  lo !  in  his  kinde. 
For,  god  it  woot,  men  may  wel  often  finde 
A  lordes  sone  do  shame  and  vileinye ;  1x51 
And  he  that  wol  han  pxys  of  his  gentrye 
For  he  was  boren  of  a  gentil  hoas, 
And  hadde  hise  eldres  noble  and  vertaons, 
And  nil  him-selven  do  no  gentil  dedis,  1155 
Ne  folwe  his  gentil  aoncestre  that  deed  is, 
He  nis  nat  gentil,  be  he  dak  or  erl ;    (301) 
For  vileyns  sinfnl  dedes  make  a  cherL 
For  gentiQesse  nis  bat  renomee  1159 

Of  thyne  aancestres,  for  hir  heigh  boontee, 
Which  is  a  strange  thing  to  thy  persone. 
Thy  gentilleose  cometh  fto  god  allone ; 
Than  oomth  oor  verray  gentillesse  of  grace. 
It  was  no-thing  biqaethe  as  with  oar  place. 

Thenketh  how  noble,  as  seith  Valerias, 
Was  thilke  Tallius  HostiLias,  (3x0)1166 
That  oat  of  povert  roos  to  heigh  noblesse. 
Bedeth  Senek,  and  redeth  eek  Botee, 
Ther  shol  ye  seen  ezpres  that  it  no  drede  is, 
That  he  is  gentil  that  doth  gentil  dedis ; 
And  therfore,  leve  hoosbond,  I  thas  con- 
clade,  X171 

Al  wereitthat  mjme  aancestres  were  rade. 
Yet  may  the  bye  god,  and  so  hope  I, 
Grante  me  grace  to  liven  vertaoasly.  1174 
Thanne  am  I  gentil,  whan  that  I  biginne 
To  liven  vertaoasly  and  weyve  sinne.  (320) 


And  ther^M  ye  of  povert  me  repreve. 
The  hye  god,  on  whom  that  we  bileve. 
In  wilAil  povert  ohees  to  live  his  lyfl  1179 
And  certes  evexy  man,  mayden,  or  wyf. 
May  onderstonde  that  Jesas,  hevene  kxngr, 
Ne  wolde  nat  cheae  a  vicioas  living. 
Glad  povert  is  an  honest  thing,  oerteyn  : 
This  wol  Senek  and  others  derkes  seyn. 
Who-so  that  halt  him  payd  of  his  poverte, 
I  holde  him  riche,  al  hadde  he  nat  a 
,       sherte.  (330)1186 

He  that  coveyteth  is  a  povre  wight, 
For  he  wolde  )ian  that  is  nat  in  his  might. 
Bathe  thkt  noght  hath,  ne  covesrteth  have. 
Is  riche,  al-thoagh  ye  holde  him  bat  a 
knave.  iior« 

Verray  povert,  it  singeth  pmprely ; 
Javenal  seith  of  povert  merily : 
'^The  povre  man,  whan  he  goth  hy  the 

weye, 
Biibre  the  theves  he  may  singe  and  pleye.*" 
Povertishateftilgood,and,aslges8e,  11Q5 
A  fal  greet  bringer  out  of  bisinesae ;  (340- 
A  greet  amender  eek  of  sapience 
To  him  that  taketh  it  in  paoience. 
Povert  is  this,  al-thongh  it  seme  elenge : 
Possessioan,  that  no  wight  wol  ohalenge. 
Povert  fal  ofte,  whan  a  man  is  lowe,  ix>i 
Maketh  his  god  and  eek  him-«elf  to  knowe. 
Povert  a  spectacle  is,  as  thinketh  me, 
Thargh  which  he  may  his  verray  finendes 

see. 
'^bid  therfore,  sire,  sin  that  I  noght  yow 
greve,  XJ05 

Of  my  povert  na-more  ye  me  repreve.  {$5}^^} 

Now,  sire,  of  elde  ye  repreve  me ; 
And  oertes,  sire,  thogh  noon  anctoritee 
Were  in  no  book,  ye  gentils  of  honoor 
Se3m  that  men  sholde  an  old  wight  doon 
£&voar,  1210 

AxmI  clepe  him  fader,  for  yoor  gentillesse ; 
And  auctoars  shal  I  finden,  as  I  gesso. 

Now  ther  ye  seye,  that  I  am  foal  and  old^ 
Than  drede  you  noght  to  been  a  cokewold ; 
For  filthe  and  elde,  al-so  mot«  I  thee,  1215 
Been  grete  waideyxis  ap-on  ohastitee.  (360) 
Bat  ixathelees,  sin  I  knowe  yoar  delyt, 
I  shal  faliille  yoor  worldly  appe^yt. 

Chees  now,*  qaod  she,  *oon  of  thise 
thinges  tw^ye,  1219 

To  han  me  fool  and  old  til  that  I  d^ye, 
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And  be  to  yaw  a  trewe  hnmble  wyf, 
And  never  yow  displese  in  al  my  lyf. 
Or  elles  ye  wol  ban  me  yong  and  fair, 
And  take  your  aTentore  of  tbe  repair  19^4 
Tbat  ehal  be  to  yoor  boos,  by-canse  of  me, 
Or  in  8om  otber  plaoOf  may  wel  be.    (370) 
Now  cbees  jronr-eelyen,  wbetber  tbat  yow 
lyketh.* 
This   knight   avyseth   him  and   sore 
^kethf 
Bat  atte  laste  he  leyde  in  this  manexe, 
*  My  lady  and  my  love,  and  wyf  so  dere, 
I  pat  me  in  yoar  wyse  govemanoe ;    1331 
Cheaeth  jronr-self,  which  may  be  most 

plesance, 
And  most  honour  to  yow  and  me  also. 
I  do  no  fors  the  whether  of  the  two ; 
Tot  as  yow  lyketh,  it  soffiseth  me.*      1235 
*■  Thanne  have  I  gete  of  yow  maistiye,* 
qaod  she,  (380) 

'  Sin  I  m^y  obese,  and  goveme  as  me  lest?' 
'■  Te,  oertes,  wyf,*  qnod  he,  *  I  holds  it 

best' 
'Kis  me,'  qnod  she,  *  we  be  no  longer 
wrothe ;  1239 

For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  wol  be  to  3row  bothe, 
This  is  to  seyn,  ye,  bothe  fair  and  good. 
I  prey  to  god  that  I  mot  sterven  wood, 


Sat  I  to  yow  be  al-so  good  and  trewe 
As  ever  was  wyf,  sin  that  the  world  was 

newe. 
And,  bat  I  be  to-mom  as  fair  to  sene  1245 
As  any  lady,  emperyoe,  or  qaene,       (390) 
That  is  bitwixe  the  est  and  eke  the  west, 
Doth  with  my  lyf  and  deeth  right  as  yow 

lest 
Cast  ap  the  onrtin,  loke  how  that  it  is.* 
And  whan  the  knight  saagh  vermily  al 

this,  1250 

That  she  so  fair  was,  and  bo  yong  ther-to. 
For  joye  he  hente  hir  in  his  armes  two, 
His  herte  bathed  in  a  bath  of  blisse ; 
A  thousand  tyme    a-rewe   he  gan    hir 

kisse. 
And  she  obeyed  bim  in  every  thing     1255 
That  mighte  doon  him  plesance  or  lyking. 
And  thns  they  live,  on-to  hir  lyves 

ende,  (401) 

In  parfit  joye ;  and  Jesu  Crist  as  sonde 
Hoasbondes  meke,  yonge,  and  fresshe  a- 

bedde,  1259 

And  grace  t*overbyde  hem  that  we  wedde. 
And  eek  I  preye  Jesu  shorte  hir  lyves 
That  wol  nat  be  governed  by  hir  wyves ; 
And  olde  and  angry  nigardes  of  dispence, 
Gk>d  sende  hem  sons  verray  pestilence. 


Here  endeth  the  Wyves  Tale  of  Bathe. 


THE   FRIAR'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Frerea  tale. 


This  worthy  ]imitoar,thisnobleFrere,  1265 
He  made  alwey  a  manor  looring  ohere 
Upon  tbe  Somnonr,  but  for  honestee 
No  vileyns  word  as  yet  to  him  spak  he. 
Bat  atte  laste  he  seyde  an-to  the  Wyf,  1 
^Bame,'  qaod  he,  *god  yeve  yow  right 
good  lyf!  1270 

Ye  ban  beer  toached,  al-so  mote  I  thee. 
In  scole-matere  greet  diffioaltee ; 


Ye  ban  sejrd  mnchel  thing  right  wel,  I 
seye;  (9) 

Bat  dame,  here  as  we  ryden  by  the  weye, 
Us  nedeth  nat  to  speken  but  of  game,  1275 
And  lete  auctoritees,  on  goddes  name, 
To  preching  and  to  scole  eek  of  clergye. 
Bat  if  it  lyke  to  this  companye, 
I  wol  yow  of  a  somnoor  telle  a  game.  1279 
Pardee,  ye  may  wel  knowe  by  the  name. 
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That  of   a    Bomnoar  xnay  no  good  be 

Rayd; 
I  praye  that  noon  of  you  bo  yvel  apasrd. 
A  somnonr  is  a  renner  np  and  donn 
With  mandements  for  fomicaoionn,    (20) 
And  is  y-bet  at  every  tonnes  ende.'     1285 
Our  host  tho  spak,  *■  a !  sire,  ye  sholde 

be  hende 
And  onrteys,  as  a  man  of  your  estaat ; 
In  companye  we  wol  have  no  debaat. 
Telleth  your  tiUe,  and  lat  the  Somnour 

bo.' 


'Nay,'   quod  the  SOmnour,   *lat  him 
seye  to  me  1290 

What  so  him  list ;  whan  it  oomth  to  my  lot. 
By  god,  I  shal  him  quyten  eveiy  grot 
I  shal  him  tellen  which  a  greet  honour  (39) 
It  is  to  be  a  flateringe  limitour ;     [T.  6876 
And  his  ofiyce  I  shal  him  telle,  y-wis.' 

[T.6879 
Our  host  aziswerde,  ^pees,  na-more  of 
this.'  1396 

And  after  tiiis  he  seyde  un-to  the  Frere, 
'  Tel  forth  your  tale,  leve  maister  deere.* 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Frere* 


THE   FRERES   TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Frerea  tale. 


Whilom  ther  was  dwellinge  in  my  contree 

An  erchedeken,  a  man  of  heigh  degree, 

That  boldely  dide  execucioun  1301 

In  punisshinge  of  fomicaoioun. 

Of  wicchecraft,  and  eek  of  baudeiye. 

Of  diffamacioun,  and  avoutrye, 

Of  chirche-reves,  and  of  testaments,    1305 

Of  contractes,  and  of  lakke  of  sacraments, 

And  eek  of  many  another  maner  cryme 

[T.  cm. 
Which  nedeth  nat  rehercen  at  this  tyme ; 

[T.  OCT, 

Of  usure,  and  of  oymonye  also.  (11) 

But  certes,  lechours  dide  he  grettest  wo ; 
They  sholde  singen,  if  that  they  were 

hent;  131 1 

And  smale  tytheres  weren  foule  y-shent. 
If  any  persone  wolde  up-on  hem  pleyne, 
Ther  mighte  asterte  him  no   pecunial 

peyne. 
For  smale  tythes  and  for  smal  oftcinge  13 15 
He  made  the  peple  pitously  to  singe. 
For  er  the  bisshop  caughte  hem  with  his 

hook, 


They  weren  in  the  erchedeknes  book,  (zo) 
Thanne  hadde  he,  thurgh  his  jurisdio> 

doun, 
Power  to  doon  on  hem  correocioun.     13J0 
He  hadde  a  Somnour  redy  to  his  bond, 
A  slyer  boy  was  noon  in  Engelond ; 
For  subtilly  he  hadde  his  espiaille. 
That  taughte  him,  wher  that  him  mig:hte 

avaiUe.  1524 

He  coude  spare  of  lechours  oon  or  two, 
To  techen  him  to  foure  and  twenty  too. 
For  thogh  this  Sominour  wood  were  as  an 

hare, 
To  telle  his  harlotrye  I  wol  nat  spare ;  (jo) 
For  we  been  out  of  his  correocioun ; 
They  han  of  us  no  junsdiooioun,         1330 
Ne  never  shullen,  terme  of  alle  hir  lyvea. 
'Peter!  so  been  the  wommen  of  the 

styves,' 
Quod  the  Somnour,  'y^put  out  of  my  cure  I  * 
'  Pees,  with  mischance  and  with  xai»- 

aventure,' 
Thus  seyde  our  host,  *  and  lat  him  telle 

his  tale.  1535 
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Now  telleth  forth,  thogh  that  the  Som- 

nonr  gale, 
Ne  spareth  sat,  mjn  owene  maister  deze.* 
This  false  iheef,  this  Sonmonr,  qaod 
the  Frere,  (40) 

Hadde  alw^  baudee  redy  to  his  hond, 
As  any  hank  to  lure  in  Engelond,       1340 
That  tolde  hixn  al  the  secree  that  they 

knewe ; 
Fop^ir  acqaeyntanoe  was  nat  come  of- 

newe. 
Tli^y  weren  hise  approwoani  priyely ; 
He  took  him-self  a  greet  profit  therby ; 
His  maister  knew  nat  alwey  what  he  wan. 
With-onten  mandement,  a  lowed  man  1346 
He  oonde  somne,  on  pejme  of  Cristes  cnrs. 
And  they  were  gladde  for  to   fille  his 
pura,  (50) 

And  make  him  grete  festes  atte  nale. 
And  right  as  Jndas  hadde  parses  smale, 
And  was  a  theef^  right  swich  a  theef  was 
he ;  1351 

His  maister  hadde  bat  half  his  dafltee. 
He  was,  if  I  shal  yeven  him  his  laade, 
A  theef,  and  eek  a  Somnoor,  and  a  bande. 
He  hadde  eek  wenches  at  his  retenntf,  1355 
That,  whether  that  sir  Bobert  or  sir  Hnwe, 
Or  Jakke,  or  Banf,  or  who-so  that  it  were, 
That  Ii^  by  hem,  they  tolde  it  in  his  ere; 
Thus  was  the  wenche  and  he  of  oon  as- 
sent. (61) 
And  he  wolde  feoohe  a  feyned  mande- 
ment, 1360 
And  somne  hem  to  the  ohapitre  bothe  two. 
And  pile  the  man,  and  lete  the  wenche  go. 
Thanne  wolde  he  seye,  ^frend,  I  shal  for 
thy  sake  1363 
3Do  stryken  hir  oat  of  oar  lettres  blake ; 
Thee  thar  na-more  as  in  this  cas  travaille ; 
I  am  thy  freend,  ther  I  thee  may  ayaille.' 
Certeyn  he  knew  of  bryberyes  mo 
Than  possible  is  to  telle  in  yeres  two.  (70) 
For  in  this  world  nis  dogge  for  the  bowe, 
That  can  an  hart  deer  from  an  hool 
y-knowe,  1370 
Bet  than  this  Somnoor  knew  a  sly  lechonr, 
Or  an  avoater,  or  a  paramoar. 
And,  for  that  was  the  fniit  of  al  his  rente, 
Therfore  on  it  he  sette  al  his  entente. 

And  so  bifel,  that  ones  on  a  day      1375 
This  Somnoor,  over  waiting  on  his  pray, 


Bood  for  to  somne  a  widwe,  an  old  ribybe, 
Feyninge  a  caose,  for  he  wolde  bzybe.  (80) 
And  happed  that  he  saogh  bifore  him  ry  de 
■^  S^y  yeman,  onder  a  forest-syde.  1380 
A  bowe  he  bar,  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene; 
He  hadde  ap-on  a  oonrtepy  of  grene ; 
An  hat  np-on  his  heed  with  frenges  blake. 
*Sir,'  qaod  this  Somnoor,  *hayl!  and 

wel  a^take  1 ' 
*Wel-oome,'  qaod  he,  *ttnd  every  good 

felawe !  1385 

Wher  lydestow  ander  this  grene  shawe  ?  * 
Seyde  this  yeman,  *  wiltow  fer  to  day  ? ' 
This  Somnoor  him  answerde,  and  seyde, 

*nay;  (90) 

Heer  flute  by/  qaod  he,  *  is  myn  entente 
To  lyden,  for  to  reysen  op  a  rente  1390 
That  longeth  to  my  lordes  daCtee.' 

*Artow  thanne  a  baillyP'    'Ye!' qaod 

he. 
He  dorste  nat,  for  verray  filthe  and  shame, 
Se3re  that  he  was  a  somnoor,  for  the 

name. 
^  Depardieux,*  qaod  this  yeman,  *dere 

brother,  1395 

Thoo  art  a  bailly,  and  I  am  another. 
I  am  onknowen  as  in  this  oontree ;  (99) 
Of  thyn  aqo^jmtance  I  wolde  praye  thee, 
And  eek  of  brotherhede,  if  that  yow  lest& 
I  have  gold  and  silver  in  my  cheste ;  1400 
If  that  thee  happe  to  comen  in  oor  ^yre, 
Al  shal  be  thyn,  right  as  thoo  wolt  desyre.* 
'  Grantmercy,'  quod  this  Somnoor,  *  by 

myfeith!* 

Everich  in  otheres  hand  his  troothe  leith, 

For  to  be  swome  bretheren  til  they  dejre. 

In  daliance  they  ry  den  forth  hir  weye.  1406 

This  Somnour,  which  that  was  as  f\il 

of  jangles. 
As  fol  of  venim  been  thise  wariangles,  ( 1 10) 
And  ever  enqoering  op-on  every  thing, 
'  Brother,'  qaod  he,  *  where  is  now  year 

dwelling,  1410 

Another  day  if  that  I  sholde  yow  seche  ? ' 

This  yeman   him   answerde  in   softe 

speche, 
'Brother,'  qaod  he,   *fcr  in  the  north 

oontree, 
Wher,  as  I  hope,  som-tjrme  I  shal  thee  see. 
£r  we  departe,  I  shal  thee  so  wel  wisse. 
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That  of  n^yn  hoas   ne   ahaltow  never 

muse.'  1416 

'  Now,  brother/  quod  this  Somnoiir,  *  I 

yow  preye, 
Teohe  me,  whyl  that  we  xyden  l^  the 

weye,  (lao) 

Sin  that  ye  been  a  baillif  ae  am  I, 
Som  subtiltee,  and  tel  me  feithAiUy    1420 
In  myn  ofiyce  how  I  may  most  winne ; 
And  gpareUi  nat  for  consoienoe  ne  sinne, 
Bat  as  my  brother  tel  me,  how  do  ye  ? ' 
*Now,  by  my  tronthe,  brother  dere,' 

seyde  he, 
*  As  I  shal  tellen  thee  a  feithfnl  tale,  1425 
My  wages  been  fill  streite  and  fnl  smale. 
Hy  lord  is  hard  to  me  and  daungeroos, 
And  myn  o£^oe  is  fhl  laborons ;  (130) 

And  therfora  by  extoroions  I  liveu 
For  Bothe,  I  take  al  that  men  wol  me 

yive ;  1430 

Algate,  by  sleyghte  or  by  violence, 
fro  yeer  to  yeer  I  winne  al  my  dispenca 
I  can  no  bettre  telle  feithiUly.* 

'  Now,  certes,*  quod  this  Sonmonr,  *  so 

&re  I; 
I  spare  nat  to  taken,  god  it  woot,        1435 
Bat-if  it  be  to  hevy  or  to  hoot 
What  I  may  gete  in  oonseil  privaly, 
No  manor  conscience  of  that  have  I ;  (140^ 
Nere  myn  eztoroionn,  I  mighte  nat  liven, 
Ne  of  Bwiohe  japes  wol  I  nat  be  shriven. 
Stomak  ne  consoienoe  ne  knowe  I  noon ; 
I  shrewe  thise  shriite-fadres  everiohoon. 
Wei  be  we  met,  by  god  and  by  saint 

Jamel 
Bat,  leve  brother,  tel  me  than  thy  name,* 
Qaod  this  Somnoar;  and  in  this  mene 

whyle,  1445 

This  yeman  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyleu 
'  Brother,*  qaod  he,  '  wiltow  that  I  thee 

telle? 
I  am  a  feend,  my  dwelling  is  in  helle.  (150) 
And  here  I  ryde  aboat  my  purchasing, 
To  wite  wher  men  wolde  yeve  me  any 

thing.  1450 

My  porchas  is  th*effect  of  al  my  rente. 
Loko  how  thou  rydest  for  the  same  en- 
tente, 
To  winne  good,  thou  rekkest  never  how ; 
Right  so  fare  I,  for  ryde  wolde  I  now 
Un-to  the  worldes  ende  for  a  preye.'    1455 


^  A,'  qaod  this  Somnonr, '  baCdte,  what 

seyye? 
I  weude  ye  were  a  yeman  trewejy. 
Ye  han  a  mannes  shap  as  wel  as  I ;    (160) 
Han  ye  figare  than  determinat 
In heUe,  ther ye  been  in  yoorestat?'  146a 
^Nay,  certeiniy,'  qaod  he,  *ther  have 

we  noon ; 
Bat  whan  as  lyketh,  we  can  take  as  000.. 
Or  elles  make  yow  seme  we  ben  shape 
Som-tyme  lyk  a  man,  ar  lyk  an  ape ; 
Or  lyk  an  angel  can  I  ryde  or  go.        1465 
It  is  no  wonder  thing  thogh  it  be  so ; 
A  loasy  jogeloar  can  deceyve  thee, 
And  Pardee,  yet  can  I  more  craft  than 

he.*  (i;o; 

*Why,'  qaod  the  Sonmoor,  *xyde  ye 

thanne  or  goon  1469 

In  sondry  shap,  and  nat  alwey  in  oon  f  * 
^  For  we,'  qaod  he,  *  wol  as  swioh  formes 

make 
As  most  able  is  oar  preyes  for  to  take.* 

*  What  maketh  yow  to  han   al  this 

Uboar?' 

*  Fal  many  a  caase,  leve  sir  Somnoor/ 
Seyda  this  feend^  'bat  aUe  thing  hath 

tyme.  1475 

The  day  is  short,  and  it  is  passed  ptyme, 
And  jret  ne  wan  I  no-thing  in  this  day. 
I  wol  entende  to  winnen,  if  I  mayi     (180) 
And  nat  entende  oar  wittes  to  declare. 
For,  brother  myn,  thy  wit  is  al  to  bate  1480 
To  anderstonde,  fd-thogh  I  tolde  hsm  thee. 
Bat,  for  thoa  azest  why  laboaren  we ; 
For,  som-tyme,  we  ben  goddes  inatm- 

ments, 
And  menes  to  don  his  oomandementa, 
Whan  thai  him  list,  ap<on  his  oreatoivs. 
In  divers  art  and  in  divers  flgores.     1486 
With-oaten  him  we  have  no  might,  oer> 

tayn,  (189) 

If  that  him  list  to  stonden  ther-agayn. 
And  som-tyme,  at  oar  prayere,  han  we  leva 
Only  the  body  and  nat  the  scale  greve ; 
Witnesse  on  Job,  whom  that  we  diden 

wo.  1491 

And  som-tyme  han  we  might  of  bothe  two. 
This  la  to  seyn,  of  soale  and  body  eke. 
And  somtyme  be  we  tmffnd  for  to  seke 
Up-on  a  man,  and  doon  his  soale  nnrBSte, 
And  nat  his  body,  and  al  is  for  the  beste» 
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Whan  he  wlthstandeth  onr  temxytacioun, 
It  is  a  cause  of  his  sayacionn ;  (200) 

Al-be-it  that  it  was  nat  onr  entente 
He  sholde  be  eanfi  but  t£at  we  wolde 
him  hente.  1500 

And  sonx-tyme  be  we  servant  nn-to  man, 
As  to  the  erchebisshop  Seint  Dnnstan 
And  to  the  apostles  sesvant  eek  was  L' 
^  Yet  tel  me,'  quod  the  Sonmonr,  *  feith- 

Hake  ye  yow  newe  bodies  thus  alway  1505 
Of  elements  ? '  the  feend  answerde,  *  nay ; 
Som>tyme  we  feyne,  and  som-tjone  we 

aiyse 
With  dede  bodies  in  fal  sondiy  wyse,  (210) 
And  speko  as  renably  and  faire  and  wel 
As  to  the  Phitonissa  dide  Samuel.       1510 
And  yet  wol  som  men  seye  it  was  nat  he ; 
I  do  no  fors  of  your  divinitee. 
But  o  thing  wame  I  thee,  I  wol  nat  jape, 
Thou  wolt  algatea  wite  how  we  ben  shape ; 
Thou  shalt  her-afterwardf  my  brother 

dere,  1515 

Com  ther  thee  nedeth  nat  of  me  to  lere. 
Por  thou  shalt  by  thyn  owene  experience 
Conne  in  a  chayer  rede  of  this  sentence 
Bet  than  Viigyle,  whyl  he  was  on  lyve. 
Or  Dant  also ;  now  lat  us  lyde  blyve.  1520 
For  I  wol  holde  companye  with  thee  (223) 
Til  it  be  so,  that  thou  forsake  me.' 

*Nay,'  quod  this  Somnour,  'that  shal 

nat  bityde ; 
I  am  a  yeman,  knowen  is  ful  wyde ; 
My  trouthe  wol  I  holde  as  in  this  oas.  1535 
For  though  thou  were  the  devel  Sathonas, 
My  trouthe  wol  I  holde  to  my  brother, 
As  I  am  sworn,  and  ech  of  us  til  other  (230) 
For  to  be  trewe  brother  in  this  cas ; 
And  bothe  we  goon  abouten  onr  purchas. 
Tak  thou  thy  part,  what  that  men  wol 

thee  yive,  1531 

And  I  shal  myn ;  thus  may  we  bothe  live. 
And  if  that  any  of  us  have  more  than 

other, 
Lat  him  be  trewe,  and  parte  it  with  his 

brother.' 
*  I  graunte,'  quod  the  devel,  *  by  my  fey.' 
And  with  that  word  they  ryden  forth  hir 

wey.  1536 

And  right  at  the  entring  of  the  tonnes 

ende, 


To  which  this  Somnour  choop  him  for  to 

wende,  (340) 

They  saugh  a  cart,  that  charged  was  with 

hey, 

Which  that  a  carter  droof  forth  in  his  wey. 

Deep  was  the  wey,  for  which  the  carte 

stood.  1541 

The  carter  smoot,  and  oryde,  as  he  were 

wood, 
*  Hoyt,  Brok !  hayt,  Scot !  what  spore  ye 

for  the  stones? 
The  feend,'  quod  he,  *yow  feoche  body 

and  bones, 

As  ferforthly  as  ever  were  ye  foled  !    1545 

So  muche  wo  as  I  have  with  yow  tholed ! 

The  devel  have  al,  bothe  hors  and  cart 

and  hey ! ' 

This   Somnour   soyde,   ^heer  shal  we 

have  a  pley ;  *  (250) 

And  neer  the  feend  he  drongh,  as  noght 

ne  were, 
Ful  prively,  and  roimed  in  his  ere :     1550 
*Herkne,   my   brother,   herkne,  by  thy 

feith ; 
Herestow  nat  how  that  the  carter  seith  ? 
Hent  it  anon,  for  he  hath  yeve  it  thee, 
Bothe  hey  and  cart,  and  eek  hise  caplcs 
three,' 
*  Nay,*  quod  the  devel,  *  god  wot,  never 
a  deel ;  1555 

It  is  nat  his  entente,  trust  me  weeL 
Axe  him  thy-self,  if  thou  nat  trowest  me, 
Or  elles  stint  a  whild,  and  thou  shalt 
see.'  (260) 

This  carter  thakketh  his  hors  upon  the 
croupe. 
And  they  bigonne  drawen  and  to-stonpe ; 
*Heyt,  now!'  quod  he,  *ther  Jesn  Crist 
yow  blesse,  1561 

And  al  his  handwork,  bothe  more  and 

lesse! 
That  was  wel  twight,  myn  owene  lyard 

boy! 
I  pray  god  save  thee  and  sCynt  Loy ! 
Now  is  my  cart  out  of  the  slow,  pardee ! ' 
*Lo!  brother,'  quod  the  feend,  'what 
toldelthee?  1566 

beer  may  ye  see,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 
The  carl  spak  00  thing,  but  he  thoghte 
another.  (370) 

Lat  us  go  forth  abouten  our  viage ; 
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Heer  winne  I  no-thing  np-on  oariage.' 
Whan  that  they  oomen  som-what  out 

of  tound,  i57» 

This  Somnonr  to  his  brother  gan  to  roune, 
'  Brother,'  qaod  he,  *  heer  woneth  an  old 

rebekke, 
Tliat  hadde  almost  as  lief  to  lese  hir  nekke 
As  for  to  yeve  a  peny  of  hir  good.        1575 
I  wol  han  twelf  pens,  though  that  she  bo 

woodf 
Or  I  wol  sompne  hir  nn-to  oar  ofiyce ; 
And  yet,  god  woot,  of  hir  knowe  I  no 

vyce.  (280) 

Bnt  for  thou  canst  nat,  as  in  this  oontree, 
Winne  thy  cost,  tiUc  heer  ensample  of 

me.*  1580 

This  Somnoor  clappeth  at  the  widwes 

gate. 
'  Com  oat,*  qaod  he,  *  thoa  olde  viritrate ! 
I  trowe  thoti  hast  som  frere  or  preset 

with  thee ! ' 
'Who  clappeth?*    seyde  this  widwa, 

'hen'cite! 
God  save  yoo,  sire,  what  is  your  swete 

wille?*  1585 

'I  have,*  qaod  he,  'of  somonce  here 

abille; 
Up  peyne  of  carsing,  loke  that  thou  be 
To-mom  bifore  the  erohedeknes  knee  (290) 
Tacswere  to  the  coart  of  certejm  thinges.' 
'  Now,  lord,'  qaod  she,  *  Grist  Jesa,  king 

of  kinges,  1590 

So  wisly  helpe  me,  as  I  ne  may. 
I  have  been  syk,  and  that  fal  many  a  day. 
I  may  nat  go  so  fer,*  qaod  she,  '  ne  lyde, 
But  I  be  deed,  so  priketh  it  in  my  syde. 
Mi^  I  nat  axe  a  libel,  sir  Somnoor,     1595 
And  answere  there,  hy  my  procatoar, 
To  swich  thing  as  men  wol  oppoeen  me  ?  * 
'Yis,*  qaod  this  Somnoar,  'pay  anon, 

lat  se,  (3(X)) 

Twelf  pens  to  me,  and  I  wol  thee  acquyte. 
I  shall  no  profit  han  ther-by  bat  lyte ;  1600 
My  maister  hath  the  profit,  and  nat  L 
Com  of,  and  lat  me  ryden  hastily ; 
Yif  me  twelf  pens,  I  may  no  lenger  tarie.* 
'Twelf  pens,*   quod   she,    'now  ladv 

Seinte  Marie 
So  wisly  help  me  out  of  care  and  sinne. 
This  wyde  world  thogh  that  I  sholde 

winne,  1606 


Ne  have  I  nat  twelf  pens  with-inne  myn 

hold.  (309) 

Ye  knowen  wel  that  I  am  povre  and  old ; 

Kythe  yoar  almesse  on  me  povre  wreoche.* 

'  Nay  than,*  qaod  he,  '  the  foole  feend 

me  feoche  1610 

If  I  th'ezcase,  though  thoa  shal  be  spilt ! ' 

'  Alas,*  qaod  she,  'god  woot,  I  have  no 

gilt.' 
'Pay  me,'  quod  he,  'or  by  the  swete 

seinte  Anne, 
As  I  wol  here  aw^  thy  newe  panne 
For  dette,  which  that  thoa  owest  me  of 

old,  1615 

Whan  that  thoa  madest  thyn  homsbond 

cokewold, 
I  payde  at  boom  for  thy  correocioan.' 
'Thoa  lirt,'  quod  she,  'by  my  sava- 

cioan !  (320) 

Ne  was  I  never  er  now,  widwe  ne  wyf, 
Somoned  on-to  yvar  ooort  in  al  my  Ijrf ; 
Ne  never  I  nas  bat  of  my  body  trowe !  i6ai 
Un-to  the  devel  blak  and  rough  of  hewe 
Yeve  I  thy  body  and  my  panne  also ! ' 

And  whan  the  devel  herde  hir  cursen  so 

XJp-on  hir  knees,  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 

'  Now  Mabely,  myn  owene  moder  dere,  1636 

Is  this  your  wil  in  emest,  that  ye  segre ?* 

'The  devel,*  quod  she,  'so  feoche  him 

er  he  deye,  (330) 

And  panne  and  al,  but  he  wol  him  re- 

pente ! '  1619 

'  Nay,  olde  stot,  that  is  nat  myn  entente,* 
Qaod  this  Somnoar,  '  for  to  repents  me. 
For  any  thing  that  I  have  had  of  thee ; 
I  wolde  I  hadde  thy  smok  and  ereiy 

dooth!' 
'  Now,  brother,'  qaod  the  devel,  '  be  nat 

wrooth; 
Thy  body  and  this  panne  ben  myne  hy 

right.  1635 

Thou  shalt  with  me  to  helle  yet  to-nig^t, 
Where  thou  shalt  knowen  of  oar  privetee 
More  than  a  maister  of  divinitee : '  (340) 
And  with  that  word  this  foole  feend  him 

hente ;  163Q 

Body  and  sonle,  he  with  the  devel  wente 
Wher-as  that  somnours  han  hir  heritage. 
And  god,  that  maked  after  his  image 
Mankinde,  save  and  gyde  us  alle  and 

some: 
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And    leve  this  Somnoar  good   mail  to 

bioome ! 
XiOTdinges,  I  ooude  han  told  yow,  quod 

this  Frere,  164.5 

Hadde  I  had  leyser  for  this  Soxmionr  here, 
Afterthe  text  of  Crist  [and]  Ponland  John, 
And  of  oxa  othere  doctonrs  many  oon, 
Swiche  peynes,  that  yonr  hertes  mighte 

agryse,  (351 ) 

Al-bo-it  so,  no  tonge  may  devyse,        1650 
Thogh  that  I  mighte  a  thousand  winter 

teUe, 
The  peyne  of  thilke  cursed  hous  of  helle. 
But,  for  to  kepe  us  fto  that  cursed  place, 
Waketh,  and  preyeth  Jesu  for  his  grace 


So  kepe  us  fto  the  temptour  Sathanas.  1655 
Herketh  this  word,  beth  war  as  in  this 

cas; 
The  leoun  sit  in  his  await  alway 
To  alee  the  innocent,  if  that  he  may.  (360) 
Disposeth  ay  your  hertee  to  withstonde 
The  feend,  that  yow  wolde  make  thral 

and  bonde.  1660 

He  may  nattempten  yow  over  your  might ; 
For  Grist  wol   be  your  champion   and 

knight. 
And  prayeth  that  thise  Somnours  hem 

repente 
Of  hir  misdedes,  er  that  the  feend  hem 

hente. 


Here  endeth  the  Freree  tale. 


THE   SOMNOUR'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Sonmours  Tale, 


This  Somnour  in  his  stiropes  hye  stood ; 
Up-on  this  Frere  his  herte  was  so  wood. 
That  lyk  an  aspen  leef  he  quook  for  yre. 
*  Lordinges,'  quod  he,  ^  but  o  thing  I 
desyre ; 
I  yow  biseke  that,  of  your  ourteisye. 
Sin  ye  han  herd  this  false  Frere  lye,  1670 
As  suffereth  me  I  may  my  tale  telle  ! 
This  Frere  bosteth  that  he  knoweth  helle, 
And  god  it  woot,  that  it  is  litel  wonder ; 
Freres  and  feendes  been  but  lyte  a-sonder. 
For  pardee,  ye  han  ofte  tyme  herd  telle, 
How  that  a  frere  rayisehed  was  to  helle 
In  spirit  ones  by  a  visioun  ;  (13)  1677 

And  as  an  angel  ladde  him  up  and  doun, 
To  shewen  him  the  pejmes  that  ther  were. 
In  al  the  place  saugh  he  nat  a  fVere ;  1680 
Of  other  folk  he  saugh  y-nowe  in  wo. 
T7n-to  this  angel  spak  the  frere  tho  : 


**  Now,  sir,"  quod  he,  "  han  freres  swicli 

a  grace  (19) 

That  noon  of  hem  shal  come  to  this  place  ?  " 

"  Yis,'*  quod  this  angel,  **many  a  mil- 

lioun ! "  1685 

And  un-to  Sathanas  he  ladde  him  doun. 
"And  now  hath  Sathanas,"  seith  he, 

"  a  tayl 
Brodder  than  of  a  oarrik  is  the  sayL 
Hold  up  thy  tayl,  thou  Sathanas ! "  qnod 

he,  1689 

**  Shewe forth  thyners,  and  lat  the  frere  see 
Wher  is  the  nest  of  freres  in  this  place !" 
And,  er  that  half  a  ftirlong-wey  of  space. 
Bight  so  as  bees  out  swarmen  from  an 

hyve, 
Out  of  the  develes  ers  thergonne  dxyye(3o) 
Twenty  thousand  freres  in  a  route,     1695 
And  thurgh-out  helle  swarmeden  aboute 
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And  coxnen  agayn,  as  iasie  as  they  may     Un-to  his  body  agayn,  and  he  awook ; 


And  in  his  ers  they  crepten  everichon. 
He  clapte  his  tayl  agayn,  and  lay  fill  stille. 
This  frere,  -whan  he  loked  hadde  his  fille 
Upon  the  torments  of  this  sory  place,  1701 
His  spirit  god  restored  of  his  grace 


But  natheles,  for  fere  yet  he  quook,    (40) 
So  was  the  develes  ers  ay  in  his  minde, 
That  is  his  heritage  of  Terray  kinde.  1706 
God   save    yow   alle,  save   this   cnxsad 

Prere; 
My  prologe  vol  I  ende  in  this  manere.' 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Sonmours  Talc* 


THE   SOMNOURS  TALE. 


Here  blginneth  the  Somonotir  his  Tale. 


LoBnnroxs,  ther  is  in  Yorkshire,   as  I 

gesse, 
A  mersshy  contree  called  Holdemesse, 
In  which  ther  wente  a  limitonr  abonte,  1 71 1 
To  preche,  and  eek  to  begge,  it  is  no  doute. 
And  so  bifelf  that  on  a  day  this  frere 
Had  preched  at  a  chirche  in  his  manere, 
And  specially,  aboven  eveiy  thing,      1715 
Excited  he  the  peple  in  his  preching 
To  trentals,  and  to  yeve,  for  goddes  sake, 
Wher-with   men  mighten  holy  houses 

make,  (10) 

Ther  as  divyne  service  is  honoured, 
Nat  ther  as  it  is  wasted  and  devoured,  17^0 
Ne  ther  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  be  yive, 
As  to  possessioners,  that  mowen  live. 
Thanked  be  god,  inwele  and  habundaunce. 
^  Trentals,'  seyde  he,  '  deliveren  fro  pen- 

annoe  17^4 

Hir  freendes  soules,  as  wel  olde  as  yongo, 
Te,  whan  that  they  been  hastily  y-songe  ; 
Nat  for  to  holde  a  preest  joly  and  gay. 
He  singeth  nat  but  o  masse  in  a  day ;  (20) 
Delivereth  out,'  quod  he,  'anon  the  soules ; 
Ful  hard  it  is  with  fleshhook  or  with  oules 
To  been  y-clawed,  or  to  brenne  or  bake ; 
Now  spede  yow  hastily,  for  Cristes  sake.* 
And  -whan  this  frere  had  seyd  al  his 

entente. 
With  qui  cum  pairs  forth  his  wey  he  wente. 


Whan  folk  in  chirche  had  yeve  him 

what  hem  leste,  1735 

He  wente  his  wey,  no  lengor  wolde  he 

reste. 
With  scrippe  and  tipped  staf,  y-tnkked 

hye ;  (39) 

In  every  hous  he  gan  to  poure  and  prye, 
And  beggeth  mele,  and  chese,  or  elles  com. 
His  felawe  hoddo  a  staf  tipped  with  horn, 
A  peyre  of  tables  al  of  yvoxy,  1 741 

And  a  poyntel  polisshed  fetisly, 
And  wroot  the  names  alwey,  as  he  stood. 
Of  alle  folk  that  yaf  him  any  good,     1744 
Asoaunces  that  he  wolde  for  hem  preye. 
•  Yeve  us  a  busshel  whete,  malt,  or  rey«, 
A  goddes  kechil,  or  a  trip  of  chese, 
Or  elles  what  yow  list,  we  may  nat  chese ; 
A  goddes  halfpeny  or  a  masse-peny,    (41} 
Or  yeve  us  of  your  brawn,  if  ye  have  eny ; 
A  dagon  of  your  blanket,  leve  dame,  1751 
Our  suster  dere,  lo !  here  I  write  your  name ; 
Bacon  or  beef,  or  swich  thing  as  ye  findo.' 
A  sturdy  harlot  wente  ay  hem  bihinde, 
That  was  hir  hostes  man,  and  bar  a  sale. 
And  what  men  yaf  hem,  leyde  it  on  hia 

bftk.  1756 

And  whan  that  he  was  out  at  dore  anon. 
He  planed  awey  the  names  everichon  (50) 
That  he  bifom  had  writen  in  his  tables ; 
He  served  hem  with  nyfles  and  with  ^blesL 
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*Kay,  ther  thoa  list,  thoa  Somnonr/ 

quod  the  Frere.  1761 

*Twa,*  qaod   our   Host,    'for   Criates 

moder  dere ; 

Tel  forth  thy  tale  and  spare  it  nat  at  aL' 

80  thiyye  I,  qaod  this  Somnonr,  so  I  shaL — 

So  lon^  he  wente  hous  by  hons,  til  he 

Cam  til  an  hous  ther  he  was  wont  to  be 

Befresahed  more  than   in   an  hundred 

plaois.  1767 

Sik  lay  the  gode  man,  whos  that  the  place 

m;  (60) 

Bedrede  np-on  a  oonohe  lowe  he  lay. 
^J)eu$  hie,^  qnod  he,  'O  Thomas,  freend, 
good  day,'  1770 

Seyde  this  frere  cnrteisly  and  softe. 

*  Thomas,*  qnod  he,  '  god  yelde  yow !  ftd 

oiU 
Have  I  ap-on  this  bench  fiiren  fnl  weel, 
flere  have  I  eten  many  a  mezy  meel ; ' 
And  fro  the  bench  he  droof  awey  the  cat, 
And  leyde  adoon  his  potente  and  his  hat, 
And  eek  his  scrippe,  and  sette  him  softe 

adoon.  1777 

His  felawe  was  go  walked  in-to  toon,  (70X 
Forth  with  his  knave,  in-to  that  hostelrye 
Wher-as  he  shoop  him  thilke  night  to  l^e. 

*  O  dere  maister,'  qaod  this  ^yke  man, 

'  How  han  ye  fare  sith  that  March  bigan  ? 
X  sangh  yow  noght  this  foartenight  or 
more.* 

*  God  woot,'  quod  he, '  laboored  have  I  fnl 

sore; 
And  specially,  for  thy  savacioan         1785 
Have  I  sfiyd  many  a  preoioos  orisonn, 
And  for  oar  othere  irendes,  god  hem 

blesse! 
I  have  to-day  been  at  your  ohirche  at 

meese,  (80) 

And  seyd  a  sermon  after  my  simple  wit, 
Nat  al  after  the  text  of  holy  writ ;      1790 
For  it  is  hard  to  yow,  as  I  suppose, 
And  therfore  wol  I  teche  yow  al  the  gloee, 
Glosinge  is  a  glorious  thing,  oert^joi, 
For  lettre  sleeth,  so  as  we  derkes  seyn. 
Ther  have  I  taught  hem  to  be  charitable, 
And  spende  hir  good  ther  it  is  resonablo, 
And  ther  I  sangh  our  dame;   a!  wher 

i«she?»  (89)1797 

*  Tond  in  the  yerd  I  trowethat  she  be,* 
S^e  this  man,  *  and  she  wol  come  anon.* 


'  £;y,  maister  f  wel-oome  be  ye,  by  seint 
John !  *  iSuu 

Seyde  this  wyf,  » how  fare  ye  hertely  ?  * 

The  frere  aryseth  up  Ail  curteisly, 
And  hir  embraceth  in  his  armes  narwe, 
And  kiste  hir  swete,  and  chirketh  as 

aaparwe 
With  his  lippes :  *  dame,*  qnod  he,  *  right 
weel,  .  i8q5 

As  he  that  is  your  servant  every  deel. 
Thapked  be  god,  that  yow  yaf  aoule  and  lyf, 
Yet  saugh  I  nat  this  day  so  fair  a  W3rf  (100) 
In  al  the  chirche,  god  so  save  me ! ' 

*  Ye,  god  amende  defautes,  sir,*  quod  she, 

*  Algates  wel-come  be  ye,  by  my  fey ! '  181 1 

*  Graunt  mercy,  dame,  this  have  I  fonnde 

alwey. 
But  of  your  grete  goodnesse,  by  your 

Xeve, 
I  wolde  prey  yow  that  ye  nat  yow  greve, 
I  wol  with  Thomas  speke  a  litel  throwe. 
Thiae  curats  been  Ail  necligent  and  slowe 
To  grope  tendrely  a  conscience.  (109)  1817 
In  shrift,  in  preching  ia  my  diligence, 
And  atudie  in  Petres  wordes,  and  in  Poale& 
I  walke,  and  fisahe  Criaten  mennea  aoulea, 
To  yeldenJesu  Crist  his  propre  rente ;  1821 
To  sprede   his  word  is  set  al  myn  en* 

tente.' 

*  Now,  by  your  leve,  o  dere  sir, '  quod  she, 

*  Chydeth  him  weel,  for  seinte  Trinitee. 
He  is  as  angry  as  a  piaaemyre,  1825 
Though  that  he  have  al  that  he  can 

desyre. 
Though  I  him  wrye  a-night  and  make 

him  warm,  (119) 

And  on  hym  leye  my  leg  outher  myn  arm. 
He  groneth  lyk  our  boor,  lyth  in  our  sty. 
Other  deaport  right  noon  of  him  have  I ; 
I  may  nat  plese  him  in  no  maner  cas.* 
<0   Thomas!    «/e   vous   dy,    Thomas! 

Thomas! 
This  maketh  the  feend,  this  moste  ben 

amended. 
Ire  LB  a  thing  that  hyo  god  defended,  1834 
And  ther-of  wol  I  apeke  a  word  or  twa' 

*  Now  maister,'  quod  the  wyf,  *  er  that 

IgO| 

What  wol  ye  dyne  ?  I  wol  go  ther-aboute.' 

*  Now  dame,'  quod  he,  *  Je  vous  dy  tans 

doiUe^  (ijn) 
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Have  T  nat  of  a  oapon  but  the  livere, 
And  of  your  softo  breed  nat  bat  a  shivere, 
And  after  that  a  rested  pigges  heed,  1841 
(But  that  I  nolde  no  beest  for  me  were 

deed), 
Thanne  hadde  I  with  jow  hoomly  saffl- 

sannoe. 
I  am  a  man  of  litel  sostenannce. 
My  spirit  hath- his  fostring  in  the  Bible. 
The  body  is  ay  so  redy  and  penyble    1846 
To  -wake,  that  my  stomak  is  destroyed. 
I  prey  yow,  dame,  ye  be  nat  anoyed,  (140) 
Though  I  so  freendly  yow  my  conseil 

shewe ;  1849 

By  god,  I  wolde  nat  telle  it  but  a  fewe.' 

*  Now,  sir,*  qtiod  she,  *  but  o  word  er  I  go ; 
My  child  is  deed  withrinne  thise  wykes 

two, 
Sone  after  that  ye  wente  oat  of  this  toun.* 
'  His  deeth  saugh  I  by  revelacioun,*  1854 
8eith  this  frere,  *  at  hoom  in  our  dortour. 
I  dar  wel  seyn  that,  er  that  half  an  hour 
After  his  deeth,  I  saugh  him  bom  to  blisse 
In  myn  avisioun,  so  god  me  wisse  I     (150) 
So  dide  our  sexteyn  and  our  fermerer. 
That  han  been  trewe  freres  fifty  yeer ; 
They  may  now,  god  be  thanked  of  his 

lone,  1 861 

Maken  hir  jubilee  and  walke  allone. 
And  up  I  roos,  and  al  our  covent  eke. 
With  many  a  tere  trikling  on  my  cheke, 
Withouten  noyse  or  clateringe  of  belles ; 
Te  deum  was  our  song  and  no-thing  elles, 
Save  that  to  Grist  I  seyde  an  orisoun, 
Thankinge  him  of  his  revelaoioun.     (160) 
For  sir  and  dame,  trusteth  me  right  weel. 
Our  orisons  been  more  effectueel,        1870 
Andmore  weseen  of  Cristes  seoiee  thinges 
Than  burel  folk,  al-though  they  weren 

kinges. 
We  live  in  povert  and  in  abstinence, 
And  burel  folk  in  richesse  and  despenoe 
Of  mete  and  drinke,  and  in  hir  foul  delyt. 
We  han  this  worldes  lust  al  in  despyt. 
lAzar  and  Dives  liveden  diversly,       1877 
And  diverse  guerdon  haddenthey  ther-by. 
Who-so  wol  preye,  he  moot  fiwte  and  be 

dene,  (171)  1879 

And  fatte  his  soule  and  make  his  body  lene. 
We  fare  as  seith  th*apostle ;  doth  and  fode 
Sufi^sen  us,  though  they  be  nat  ftil  gode. 


The  dennesse  and  the  fastinge  of  us  treres 

Maketh  that  Crist  acoeptetli  our  prsyeres. 

Ijo,  Moyses  fourty  dayes  and  foarty 

night  1885 

Fasted,  er  that  the  heighe  god  of  m:^ht 
Spak  with  him  in  the  mountain  of  Sinay. 
With  empty  wombe,  flMtinge  many  a  day, 
Beoeyved  he  the  lawe  that  was  writen  (181) 
With  goddes  finger;  and  Elie,  wd  ye 

witen,  1890 

In  mount  Oreb,  er  he  hadde  any  speohe 
With  hye  god,  that  is  our  lyves  leche, 
He  fasted  longe  and  was  in  contemplaunce. 
Aaron,  that  hadde  the  temple  in  govem- 

aunoe,  1894 

And  eek  the  othere  preestes  everiehon, 
In-to  the  temple  whan  they  shdde  gon 
To  pr^e  for  the  peple,  and  do  servyse, 
They  nolden  drinken,  in  no  maner  wyses. 
No  drinke,  which  that  mighte  hem  drcmke 

make,  (191)  1899 

But  there  in  abstinence  prsye  and  wake. 
Lest  that  they  deyden;  tdc  heed  what 

Is«ya 
>  But  they  be  sobre  that  for  the  peple  pr^ye. 
War  that  I  seye ;  namore !  for  it  sufiyseth. 
Our  lord  Jesu,  as  holy  writ  devj^seth,  1904 
Yaf  us  ensample  of  fiwtinge  and  preyeres. 
Therfor  we  mendinants,  we  sdy  ftwies, 
Been  wedded  to  poverte  and  continence. 
To  charitee,  humblesse,  and  abstinence, 
To  persecucion  for  rightwisnesse,  (joi)  ij^x) 
To  wepinge,  misericorde,  and  dnnnospo. 
And  therfor  may  ye  see  that  our  preyeres — 
I  speke  of  us,  we  mendinants,  we  freres — 
Ben  to  the  hye  god  more  acceptable 
Than  youres,  with  your  festes  at  the  table. 
Fro  Paradys  first,  if  I  shal  nat  lye,      1915 
Was  man  out  chaced  for  his  glotonye ; 
And  chaast  was  man  in  Paradys,  oeirtejn. 
But  herkne  now,  Thomas,  what  I  shal 

seyn.  (aio) 

I  ne  have  no  text  of  it,  as  I  suppose, 
But  I  shall  finds  it  in  a  maner  ^ose,  1990 
That  specially  our  swete  lord  Jesos 
Spak  this  by  fteres,  whan  he  seyde  thus : 
**  Blessed  be  they  that  povxe  in  spirit 

been." 
And  so  forth  al  the  goepd  may  ye  seen, 
Wher  it  be  lyker  our  professioun,       1925 
Or  hirs  that  swimmen  in  posBwionn. 
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f^  on  hir  pompe  and  on  hir  glotonye  ! 
And  for  hir  lewednease  I  hem  diff^e.  {220) 

Me  thinketh  they  ben  lyk  JoYiniao, 
Thi  as  a  whale,  and  walkinge  as  a  swan ; 
AI  Tinolent  as  hotel  in  the  spenoe.       1951 
Hir  preyer  is  of  ful  gret  reverence ; 
Whan  they  for  sonles  seye  the  psalm  of 

Davit, 
Lo,  "buf!"  they  seye,  ^^cor  meum  entc- 

tavUI" 
Who  folweth  Gristes  gospel  and  his  fore, 
But  we  that  humble  been  and  ohast  and 
pore,  1936 

Werkers  of  goddea  word,  not  anditonrs  ? 
Therfore,  right   as    an   hank  up,   at  a 
sours,  (230) 

Up  springeth  in-to  their,  right  so  prayeres 
Of  charitable  and  chaste  bisy  freres  1940 
Maken  hir  sonrs  to  goddes  eres  two. 
Thomas !  Thomas  !  so  mote  I  ryde  or  go, 
And  by  that  lord  that  clepid  is  seint  Tve, 
Nere  thon  our  brother,  sholdeston  nat 
thryve !  1944 

In  our  ohapitore  praye  we  day  and  night 
To  Crist,  that  he  thee  sende  hele  and 

might, 
Thy  body  for  to  welden  hastily.' 

*'  Qod  woot,^  qnod  he,  *  no-thing  ther-of 

fele  I ;  (;i4o) 

As  help  me  Crist,  as  I,  in  fewe  yeres,  1949 

Han  spended,  np-on  dyvers  manor  freres, 

Ful  many  a  pound ;  yet  fare  I  never  the 

bet 
Certeyn,  Toy  good  hdVe  I  almost  biset. 
Earwel,  my  gold  I  for  it  is  al  ago  I ' 
The  finere  answerde,  *  O  Thomas,  dostow 
BO?  1954 

What  nedeth  yow  diverse  freres  seohe  ? 
What  nedeth  him  that  hath  a  parfit  leohe 
To  seohen  othere  leches  in  the  toun  ? 
Tour  inoonstanoe  is  your  conAisioun.  (250) 
Holde  ye  than  me,  or  elles  our  oovent. 
To  praye  for  yow  ben  insufficient  ?      i960 
Thomas,  that  jape  nis  nat  worth  a  myte  ; 
Your  maladye  is  for  we  han  to  lyte. 
''  A  !  yif  that  oovent  half  a  quarter  otes ! " 
"  A !   yif  that  oovent  four  and  twenty 

grotes!** 
**  A I  yif  that  firere  a  peny,  and  lat  him 
go  I"  1965 

Nay,  nay,  Thomas !  it  may  no-thing  be  so. 


What  is  a  ferthing  worth  parted  in  twelve  ? 
Lo,  ech  thing  that  is  oned  in  him-selve 
Is    more    strong   than    whan   it  is  to- 

Boatered.  (261) 

Thomas,  of  me  thon  shalt  nat  been  y 

fiatered ;  1970 

Thou  woldest  han  ourlabour  al  fornoght. 
The  hye  god,  that  al  this  world  hath 

wroght, 
Seith  that  the  werkman  worthy  is  his 

hyre. 
Thomas !  nnght  of  your  tresor  I  desyre 
As  for  my-self,  but  that  al  our  oovent  1975 
To  preye  for  yow  is  ay  so  diligent. 
And  for  to  builden  Cristes  owene  chirche. 
Thomas  !  if  ye  wol  lemen  for  to  wirche. 
Of   bnildinge  up    of    chirches  may  ye 

finde  (271 ) 

If  it  be  good,  in  Thomas  lyf  of  Inde.  19S0 
Ye  lye  heer,  ftil  of  anger  and  of  yre, 
With  which  the  devel  set  your  herte 

a-fyre. 
And  chyden  heer  this  sely  innocent, 
Your  wyf,  that  is  so  meke  and  pacient. 
And  therfor,  Thomas,  trowe  me  if  thee 

leste,  1985 

Ne  stryve  nat  with  thy  wyf,  as  for  thy 

beste; 
And  ber  this  word  awey  now,  by  thy  feith, 
Touchinge  this  thing,  lo,  what  the  wyse 

seith :  (280) 

**  With-in  thyn  hous  ne  be  thou  no  leoun ; 
To  thy  subgits  do  noon  oppressioun ;  1990 
Ne  make  thyne  aqueyntances  nat  to  flee." 
And  Thomas,  yet  eft-sones  I  charge  thee, 
Be  war  from  hir  that  in  thy  bosom  slepeth ; 
War  fro  the  serpent  that  so  slyly  crepeth 
Under  the  gras,and  stingeth  snbtilly.  1995 
Be  war,  my  sone,  and  herkne  pctciently, 
That  twenty  thousand  men  han  lost  hir 

lyves, 
E6r  stryving  with  hir  lemmans  and  hir 

wyves.  (290) 

Now  sith  jre  han  so  holy  and  meke  a  wyf, 
What  nedeth  yow,  Thomas,  to  maken 

stryf?  3000 

Ther  nis,  y-wis,  no  serpent  so  cruel. 
Whan  man  tret  on  his  tayl,  ne  half  so  fel, 
As  womman  is,  whan  she  hath  caught 

an  ire; 
Vengeance  is  thanne  al  that  th«y  desyre. 
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Iro  is  a  sinne,  oon  of  tho  greto  of  seveno, 
Abhominablo  un-to  the  god  of  heveno ; 
And  to  him-fielf  it  is  dwtmccioxi. 
This  every  lewed  viker  or  person       (300) 
Can  seyo,  how  Ire  engendreth  homioydo. 
Ire  is,  in  sooth,  execatonr  of  pryde.    aoio 
I  oonde  of  Ire  sejre  so  muohe  sorwe, 
3iy  tale  sholde  laste  til  to-morwe. 
And  therfor  proyo  I  god  botho  day  and 

night,  aoi3 

An  irons  man,  god  sende  him  litel  might ! 
It  is  greet  harm  and,  certes,  gret  pitee, 
To  sette  an  irons  man  in  heigh  degree. 
Whilom  ther  was  an  irons  potestat, 
As  seith  Senek,  that,  doringe  his  estaat, 
Up-on  a  day  ont  riden  knightes  two,  (511) 
And  as  fortune  wolde  that  it  were  so,  aoao 
That  oon  of  hem  cam  hoom.  that  other 

noght. 
Anon  tho  knight  bifore  the  jnge  is  broght. 
That  seydo  thns,  "  thou  hast  thy  felawe 

slayn. 
For  which  I  deme  thee  to  the  deeth,  cer- 

tayn." 
And  to  another  knight  comanded  he,  anas 
*'  Ck>  lede  him  to  the  deeth,  I  charge  thee." 
And  happed,  as  they  wente  by  the  weye 
Toward  the  place  ther  ho  sholde  deye. 
The  knight  cam,  which  men  weuden  had 

be  deed.  (331) 

Thanne  thooghte  they,  it  was  the  beste 

reed,  at>3o 

To  lede  hem  botho  to  tho  jnge  agayn. 
They  sciden,  "lord,  the  knight  ne  hath 

nat  slayn 
His  felawe ;  here  he  standeth  hool  alyve.*' 
•*  Ye  shnl  be  deed,"  qnod  be,  "  so  moot  I 

thryvel 
That  is  to  seyn,  bothe  oon,  and  two,  and 

three ! "  2C135 

And  to  the  firste  knight  right  thus  spak  he, 
*^  I  dampned  thee,  thou  most  algate  be 

deed. 
And  thou  also  most  nodes  leso  thyn  heed. 
For  then  art  oanse  why  thy  felawe  deyth." 
And  to  the  thriddo  knight  right  thus  he 

seytli,  (333)  3040 

^*  Thou  hast  nat  doon  that  I  comanded 

thee." 
And  thns  ho  dido  don  slcen  hem  alle  three. 
Irons  Cambyaes  was  eek  dronkelewe, 


And  ay  delytod  him  to  been  a  shrewe. 
And  so  bifel,  a  lord  of  his  meynee,      9045 
That  lovede  vertnous  moralitee, 
S^de  on  a  day  bitwix  hem  two  right  thus : 
"  A  lord  is  lost,  if  he  be  vicious ;         (340) 
And  dronkenesse  is  eek  a  foul  reoord 
Of  any  man,  and  namely  in  a  lord,     anqo 
Ther  is  toL  many  an  eye  and  many  an  ero 
Awaiting  on  a  lord,  and  he  noot  whereu 
For  goddes  love,  drink  more  attemprely ; 
Wyn  maketh  man  to  lesen  wrecchedly 
His  minde,  and  eek  his  limes  everiehon.^ 
*  *  The  revers  shaltou  se,"  quod  he,  *  *■  anon ; 
And  preve  it,  by  thyn  owene  experience. 
That   wyn    no   dooth   to   folk  no  swxch 

offence.  (350)  J05A 

Ther  is  no  wyn  bireveth  me  my  might 
Of  hand  ne  foot,  ne  of  myn  eyen  sight  ** — 
And,  fordespyt,  he  drank  toX  muchel  more 
An  hondred  part  than  he  had  doon  bifore ; 
And  right  anon,  this  irons  cursed  wreocho 
Leet  this  knightes  sone  bifore  him  feochc, 
Comandingo  him  ho  sholde  bifore  him 

stonde.  3065 

And  sodejmly  he  took  his  bowe  in  honde, 
And  up  the  strong  he  pulled  to  his  ere, 
And  with  an  arwe  he  slow  the  child  right 

there  1  (360) 

"  Now  whether  have  I  a  siker  hand  or 

noon?" 
Quod  he,  '*is  al  my  might  and  minde 

agoon?  ao;T> 

Hath  wyn  bireved  mo  myn  e3ren  sight  ?  " 

What  sholde  I  telle  th*answere  of  the 

knight? 
His  sone  wasslajmi  ther  is  narmore  to  seye. 
Beth  war  therfor  with  lordes  howyepleye. 
Singeth  Ftacebo^  and  I  shal,  if  I  can,  3073 
But  if  it  be  un-to  a  povre  man. 
To  a  povre  man  men  sholde  hise  vyoes  telle, 
But  nat  to  a  lord,  thogh  he  sholde  go  to 

heUe.  (370) 

Lo  irons  Cirus,  thiike  Percien, 
How  he  destroyed  the  river  of  Gysen,  aoSo 
For  that  an  hors  of  his  was  dreynt  ther- 

inne. 
Whan  that  he  wente  Babiloigne  to  winne. 
He  made  that  the  river  was  so  smal. 
That  wommen  mights  wade  it  over^L 
Lo,  what  seyde  he,  that  so  wel  teohe  can? 
'^  Ne  be  no  felawe  to  an  irons  man,     soS^ 
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Ke  with  no  -wood  man  waUce  by  the  weye, 

Last  thee  Tepente ; "  ther  is  na-more  to 

■eye.  (380) 

Now  Thomas,  leve  brother,  lef  thyn  ire ; 
Thon  shalt  me  finde  as  jnst  as  is  a  squire. 
Hold  natthedevaleshnyf  ay  atthyn  herte ; 
Thyn  angre  dooth  thee  al  to  sore  smerte ; 
But  shewe  to  me  al  thy  confessionn.' 

'  Nay,*  quod  the  ^yke  man,  *  by  Seint 
Simoon!  2094. 

I  hare  be  shriven  this  day  at  my  curat ; 
I  hare  him  told  al  hoolly  myn  estat ; 
Nedeth  na-more  to  spehe  of  it,*  seith  he, 

*  Bat  if  me  list  of  myn  hnmilitee.*      (390) 

*■  Yif  me  thanne  of  thy  gold,  to  make 

oar  doistre,' 
Qnod  he,  *  for  many  a  mnsole  and  many 

an  oistre,  aioo 

Whan  other  men  han  ben  tol  wel  at  ^yse. 
Hath  been  onrfode,  onrdoistre  for  to  reyse. 
And  yet,  god  woot,  nnnetho  the  fhndement 
Parfoamed  is,  ne  of  onr  pavement  2104 
Nis  nat  a  tyle  yet  with-inne  Onr  wones ; 
By  god,  we  owen  foarty  pound  for  stones  I 
Now  help,  Thomas,  for  him  that  harwed 

helle ! 
For  elles  moete  we  our  bokes  seUe.  (406) 
And  if  ye  lakke  oar  predicaoionn,  3109 
Than  gooth  the  world  al  to  destmccionn. 
For  who-eo  wolde  ns  i^  this  world  bireve, 
80  god  me  save,  Thomas,  by  yoor  leve, 
He  wolde  bireve  ont  of  this  world  the  sonne. 
For  who  can  teche  and  werchen  as  we 

oonne?  2114 

And  that  is  nat  of  litel  tyme,'  qnod  he ; 

*  Bat  sith  that  Elie  was,  or  Elisee, 
Han  freres  been,  that  finde  I  of  record, 
In  eharitee,  y-thanked  be  oar  lord.    (410) 
Now  Thomas,  help,  for  seinte  Charitee  ! ' 
And  doun  anon  he  sette  him  on  his  knee. 

This  syke  man  wex  wel  ny  wood  for  ire  ; 
He  wolde  that  the  ftere  had  been  on-fire 
With  his  false  dissimolaoioan. 
^  Swioh  thing  as  is  in  my  possessioan,' 
Qaod  he,  'that  may  I  yeven,  and  non 

other.  2135 

Ye  s^  me  thns,  how  that  I  am  yoor 

brother?' 
*  Ye,  certes,'  quod  the  frere,  ^  trosteth 

wed; 
I  took  oar  dame  oar  lettre  with  oar  seel.* 


*Now  wel,*  qaod  he,   *and  som-what 

shal  I  yive  (421) 

Un-to  yoar  holy  covent  whyl  I  live,    2130 

And  in  thyn  hand  thoa  shalt  it  have 

anoon; 
On  this  condicionn,  and  other  noon, 
That  thoa  departe  it  so,  my  dere  brother, 
That  every  frere  have  also  mache  as  other. 
This  shaltoa  swere  on  thy  professionn, 
With-oaten  tnaide  or  cavillacionn.*    2136 

*  I  swere  it,'  qaod  this  frere,  *  apon  my 

feith!* 
And  ther-with-al  his  hand  in  his  he  leith : 
*  Lo,  heer  my  feith !  in  me  shal  be  no  lak.* 

*  Now  thanne,  pat  thyn  hand  doan  by 

my  bak,*  (4.12)  2140 

Seyde  this  man,  *  and  grope  wel  bihinde ; 
Bynethe  my  battok  ther  shaltow  finde 
A  thing  that  I  have  hid  in  privetee.' 
'  A !  *  thoghte  this  frere,  ♦  this  shal  go 

with  me ! ' 
And  doan  his  hand  ho  lanncheth  to  the 

difte,  2145 

In  hope  for  to  finde  ther  a  yifbe.  (438) 
And  whan  this  syke  man  felte  this  frere 
Aboate  his  tawel  grope  there  and  here, 
Amidde  his  hand  he  leet  the  frere  a  fart. 
Ther  nis  no  capal,  drawinge  in  a  cart,  2150 
That  mighte  have  lote  a  fart  of  swich 

a  scan. 
The  frere  np  stirte  as  doth  a  wood 

leoon  : 
*A!  fitlse  cherl,*  qaod  he,  'for  goddes 

bones, 
This  hastow  for  despyt  doon,   for  the 

nones ! 
Thoa  shalt  abye  this  fart,  if  that  I  may !  * 
His  meynee,  whiche  that  herden  this 

afflray,  2156 

Cam  lepinge  in,  and  chaced  oat  the  frere ; 
And  forth  he  gooth,  with  a  ful  angry 

diere,  (450) 

And  fette  his  fdawe,  ther-as  lay  his  stoor. 
He  looked  as  it  were  a  wilde  boor ;  2160 
He  grinte  with  his  teeth,  so  was  he  wrooth. 
A  stnrdy  pas  doan  to  the  ooart  he  gooth, 
Wher-as  ther  woned  a   man   of  greet 

honoar, 
To  whom  that  he  was  alwey  confessoar ; 
This  worthy  man  was  lord  of  that  village. 
This  frere  cam,  as  he  were  in  a  rage,  2166 
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Wher-as  this  lord  sat  eting  at  his  bord. 
Unnethes  xnighte  the  frere  speke^  word, 
Tilattelasteheseyde:  'godyowsee!'  (4.61) 
This  lord  gan  loke,  and  seide,  'ben'- 
cUs!  2170 

What,  firere  John,  what  maner  world  is 

•this? 
I  see  wel  that  som  thing  ther  is  amis. 
Ye  loken  as  the  wode  were  fill  of  thevis, 
Sit  donn  anon,  and  tel  me  what  yonr 

greefis, 
And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.*  2175 
'  I  have,'  quod  he, '  had  a  desp3rt  this  day, 
God  yelde  yow !  adonn  in  yonr  village. 
That  in  this  world  is  noon  so  povre  a  page, 
That  he  nolde  have  abhominacioon    (4.71) 
Of  that  I  have  receyved  in  your  toun.  2180 
And  yet  ne  greveth  me  no-thing  so  sore, 
As  that  this  olde  oherl,  with  lokkes  here, 
Blasphemed  hath  our  holy  covent  eke.' 
'  Now,  maister,'  quod  this  lord,  '  I  yow 

hiseke.' 
'  No  maister,  sire,'  quod  he,  '  but  servi- 
tour,  2185 

Thogh  I  have  had  in  soole  smoh  honour. 
God  lyketh  nat  that "  Baby  "  men  us  oalle, 
Neither  in  market  ne  in  your  large  halle.' 
*  No  fors,'  quod  he,  '  but  tel  me  al  your 
grief.'  (481) 

*■  Sire,'  quod  this  frere,  '  an  odious  mes- 
chief  2190 

This  day  bitid  is  to  myn  ordxe  and  me, 
And  so  per  cansequeiu  to  eoh  degree 
Of  holy  ohirche,  god  amende  it  sone  I ' 
^Sir,'  quod  the  lord,  ^ye  woot  what  is 
to  done. 
Distempre  yow  noght,  ye  be  my  oon- 
fessour;  2195 

Ye  been  the  salt  of  the  erthe  and  the 


For  goddes  love  your  paoienoe  ye  holde , 
Tel  me  your  grief:'  and  he  anon  him 
tolde,  (490) 

As  ye  han  herd  bifom,  ye  woot  wel  what. 
The  lady  of  the  hous  ay  stille  sat,    2200 
TU  sh^  had  herd  al  what  the  frere  sayde : 
'£y,  goddes  moder,'  quod  she,   ^bUsfiil 

mayde ! 
Is  ther  oght  eUes  ?  teUe  me  foithfVUly.' 
*  Madame,'  quod  he,  *ho)w  thinketh  yow 
huxyhyV 


*How  that  me  thinketh?'  quod  ahe,- 

'  BO  god  me.speede,  2205 

I  seye,  a  oherl  hath  doon  a  cherles  dede. 
What  shold  I  seye?  god  lat  him  never 

thee! 
His  syke  heed  is  iul  of  vanitee,  (500) 

I  hold  him  in  a  maner  frenesya.' 

*  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  hy  god  I  shal  nat 

lye ;  2210 

But  I  on  other  weyes  may  be  wreke, 
I  shal  difiame  him  over-al  ther  I  speke. 
This  fiftlse  blasphemour,  that  charged  me 
To  parte  that  wol  nat  departed  be. 
To  every  man  y-liche,  with  meschaunce ! ' 
The  lord  sat  stille  as  he  were  in  a 

traunce,  2216 

And  in  his  herte  he  roUed  up  and  doon, 
^  How  hadde  this  cherl  imaginacionn  (510. 
To  shewe  swich  a  problems  to  the  frere :' 
Never  erst  ernowherde  lof  swich  mal»re ,' 
I  trowe  the  devel  putte  it  in  his  minde. 
In  ars-metiyke  shal  ther  no  man  finde, 
Bifom  this  day,  of  swioh  a  quesUoun. 
Who  sholde  make  a  demonstracionn. 
That  eveiy  man  sholde  have  y-liche  his 

part  3231^ 

As  of  the  soun  or  savour  of  a  fart  ?      (518; 

0  nyce  proude  cherl,  I  shrewe  his  face ! 
Lo,  sires,'  quod  the  lord,  with  harde  grace. 

*  Who  ever  herde  of  swich  a  thing  er  now  ? 
To  every  man  y-lyke?  tel  me  how.  22  «> 
It  is  an  inpossible,  it  may  nat  be ! 

£y,  nyce  cherl,  god  lete  him  never  thee ! 
The  rumblinge  of  a  fiurt,  and  every  aonn. 
Nis  hut  of  eir  reverberaolonn,  22  h 

And  ever  it  wasteth  lyte  and  lyte  awey. 
Ther  is  no  man  oan  demon,  hy  my  fey. 
If  that  it  were  departed  equally.         (52g< 
What,  lo,  my  cherl,  lo,  yet  how  shrewediy 
Un-to  my  oonfessoor  to-day  he  spak ! 

1  holde  him  oerteyn  a  demoniak  I  2240 
Now  ete  your  mete,  and  lat  the  cherl  go 

pleye, 

Lat  him  go  honge  himself,  a  devel  wcye !  * 

Now  stood  the  lordes  sqnyer  at  the  bocd, 

That  carf  his  mete,  and  herde,  word  by 

word,  2244 

Of  alle  thinges  of  which  I  have  yowsayd. 

*  My  lord,'  quod  he,  *  beye  natyvelapayd ; 
I  coude  telle,  for  a  goune-olooth, 

To  yow,  sir  firere,  so  ye  be  nat  wrooth,  (540; 
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How  that  this  fart  sholde  even  deled  be 
Ainon^  your  covent,  if  it  lyked  ma'   aagq 
'Tel,'  qnod  the  lord,  *and  thou  shalt 

have  anon 
A  goane-cloth,  l^  god  and  by  Seint  John ! ' 
^My  lord,*  qnod  he,  *whan  that  the 

weder  is  fair, 
With-onten  wind  or  pertnrbinge  of  air, 
Lat  bringe  a  cartwheel  here  in-to  this 

halle,  3355 

But  loke  that  it  have  his  spokes  alle. 
Twelf  spokes  hath  a  cartwheel  oomunly. 
And  bring  me  than  twelf  freres,  woot  ye 

why?  (550) 

Per  thrittene  is  a  covent,  as  I  gesse. 
The  confessonr  heer,  for  his  worthinesse, 
Shal  parfonme  np  the  nombre  of  his 

covent.  3361 

Than  shal  they  knele  doon,  by  oon  assent, 
And  to  every  spokes  ende,  in  this  manexe, 
Fnl  sadly  leye  his  nose  shal  a  frere. 
Yonr  noble  confessonr,  ther  god  him  save, 
Shal  holde  his  nose  upright,  under  the 

nave.  3366 

Than  shal  this  oherl,  with  bely  stif  and 

toght 
As  any  tabour,  hider  been  y-broght ;  (560) 
And  sette  him  on  the  wheel  right  of  this 

cart,  3369 

Upon  the  nave,  and  make  him  lete  a  fiut. 


And  ye  shul  seen,  up  peril  of  my  lyf. 
By  preve  which  that  is  demonstratif. 
That  equally  the  soun  of  it  wol  wende, 
And    eek  the  stink,  un-to   the    spokes 

ende; 
Save  that  this  worthy  man,  your  con- 
fessonr, 3375 
By-cause  he  is  a  man  of  greet  honour, 
Shal  have  the  firste  Aruit,  as  reson  is ; 
The  noble  usage  of  freres  yet  is  this,  (570) 
The  worthy  men  of  hem  shul  first  be 
served ;                                             3379 
And  certeinly,  he  hath  it  wed  deserved. 
He  hath  to-day  taught  us  so  muchel  good 
With  prechingin  the  pulpit  ther  he  stood, 
That  I  may  vonche-sauf,  I  sey  for  me, 
He  hadde  the  firs'te  smel  of  fartes  three, 
And  so  wolde  al  his  covent  hardily  j  3385 
He  bereth  him  so  faire  and  holily.' 
The  lord,  the  lady,  and  ech  man,  save 
the  frere,                                         (579) 
Seyde  that  Jankin  spak,  in  this  matere, 
As  wel  as  Eudide  or  [as]  Ptholomee. 
Touchinge  this  cherl,  they  seyde,  subtiltee 
And  heigh  wit  made  him  speken  as  he 
spak ;                                                3391 
He  nis  no  ibol,  ne  no  demoniak. 
And  Jankin  hathy-wonne  a  newe  goune. — 
My  tale  is   doon     we  been  almost   at 
tonne.                                             3394 


Here  endeth  the  Somnonrs  Tale. 
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GROUP  E. 


THE   CLERK'S   PROLOGUE. 


Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Clerkes  Tale  of  Oxenford. 


•  Sir  clerk  of  Oxenford,'  our  hoste  sn^de, 
'Ye  r^'de  as  ooy  and  stille  as  dooth  a 

majdOf 
Were  newe  spousedf  sitting  at  the  bord ; 
This  day  ne  herde  I  of  your  tonge  a  word. 
I  trowe  ye  stadie  abonte  som  sophyxne,  5 
Bat  Salomon  seith,  ^'evexy  thing  hath 
tyme." 

For  goddes  sake,  as  beth  of  bettre  chore, 
It  is  no  tyme  for  to  stadien  here. 
Telle  ns  som  mery  tale,  by  yoor  fey ; 
For  what  man  that  is  entred  in  a  pley,  10 
He  nedes  moot  unto  the  pley  assente. 
Bat  precheth  nat,  as  frerea  doon  in  Lente, 
To  make  as  for  oar  olde  sinnes  wepe, 
Ne  that  thy  tale  make  as  nat  to  slepe. 

Telle  as  som  mery  thing  of  aventares ; — 

Yoar  termes,  yoor    ooloors,   and    yoor 

figares,  16 

Kepe  hem  in  stoor  til  so  be  ye  endyte 

Heigh  style,  as  whan  that  men  to  kinges 

wryte. 
Bpeketh  so  pleyn  at  this  tyine,  I  yow  preye, 
That  we  may  onderstonde  what  ye  seya' 

This  worthy  clerk  benigncly  answerde, 
'  Hoste,'  qaod  he,  '  I  am  under  your  yerde ; 
Yo  ban  of  us  as  now  the  govemaunce, 
And  therfor  wol  I  do  yow  obeisaunce, 
As  fer  ns  reson  axeth,  hardily.  9$ 

I  wol  yow  telle  a  talo  which  that  I 
Lemed  at  Padowo  of  a  worthy  clerk, 
As  proved  by  his  wordes  and  his  werk. 


He  is  now  deed  and  nayled  in  his  cheste, 
I  prey  to  god  so  yeve  his  soule  reste !     30 

Fraonceys  Fetrark,  the  laureat  poete, 
Highte  this  clerk,  whos  rethoryke  sweete 
Enlumined  al  Itaille  of  poetxye, 
As  Linian  dide  of  philoeophye 
Or  lawe,  or  other  art  particuler ;  35 

But  deeth,  that  wol  nat  soffire  as  dwellui 

heer 
But  as  it  wore  a  twinkling  of  an  ye, 
Hem  bothe  hath  slayn,  and  alio  shol  we 

dye. 
But  forth  to  tellen  of  this  worthy  man, 
That  taughte  me  this  tale,  as  I  bigan,  40 
I  seye   that  first  with   heigh  style  ho 

endyteth, 
£r  he  the  body  of  his  tale  wryteth, 
A  proheme,  in  the  which  disciyveth  he 
Pemond,  and  of  Saluces  the  oontree,      44 
And  speketh  of  Apennyn,  the  hilles  bye, 
That  been  the  boundes  of  West  Lam> 

bardye, 
And  of  Mount  Vesulus  in  special, 
Where  as  the  Poo,  out  of  a  welle  smal, 
Taketh  his  firste  springing  and  his  soars, 
That  estward  ay  encresseth  in  his  coors  50 
To  Emelward,  to  Ferrare,  and  Venyse : 
The  which  a  long  thing  were  to  devyse. 
And  trewely,  as  to  my  jogement, 
Me  thinketh  it  a  thing  impertinent, 
Save  that  he  wol  conveyen  his  matere  155 
But  this  his  tale,  which  that  ye  may  here.* 
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THE   CLERKES   TALE. 


Here  bigjnneth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk  of.  Oxenford. 


Thx»  is,  at  the  west  syde  of  Itaille,^ 
Donn  at  the  rote  of  Vesolos  the  oolde, 
A  lasty  plajme,  habtmdant  of  vitaille,  ^ 
Wher  many  a  tour  and  toon  thou  mayst 
biholde,  V?  60 

That  founded  were  in  tyme  of  fadres  olde J' 
And  many  another  delitable  sighte,^^ 
And  Salnoes  this  noble  oontree  highte.^ 

A  markis  whylom  lord  was  of  thatlonde, 
As  were  his  worthy  eldres  him  bifore ;  65 
And  obeisant  and  redy  to  his  honde  (10) 
Were  alle  his  liges,  bothe  lasse  and  more. 
Thus  in  delyt  he  liveth,  and  hath  don  yore, 
Biloved  and  drad,  thnrgh  favour  of  foi^ 
tune,  69 

Bothe  of  his  lordes  and  of  his  commune. 

Therwith  he  was,  to  speke  as  of  linage, 
The  gentilleste  y-bom  of  Lumbardye, 
A  fair  persone,  and  strong,  and  yong  of 

And  ful  of  honour  and  of  curteisye ; 
Discreet  y-nogh  his  oontree  for  to  gye,  75 
Saye  in  somme  thinges  that  he  was  to 
blame,  (ao) 

And  Walter  was  this  yonge  lordes  name. 

I  blame  him  thus,  that  he  oonsidereth 
noght  78 

In  tyme  cominge  what  mighte  him  bityde, 
But  on  his  lust  present  was  al  his  thoght, 
As  for  to  hauke  and  hunte  on  every  syde ; 
Wei  ny  alle  othere  cures  leet  he  slyde, 
And  eek  he  nolde,  and  that  was  worst  of 
alle,  (07) 

Wedde  no  wyf ,  for  noght  that  inay  bifalle. 

Only  that  point  his  peple  bar  so  sore,  85 
That  flokmele  on  a  day  they  to  him  wente, 
And  oon  of  hem,  that  wysest  was  of  lore, 
Or  dies  that  the  lord  best  wolde  assente 


That  he  sholde  telle  him  what  his  peple 
mente,  89 

Or  elles  ooude  he  shewe  wel  swich  matere, 
He  to  the  markis  seyde  as  ye  shul  here. 

*  O  noble  markis,  your  humanitee 
Assureth  us  and  yeveth  us  hardinesse, 
As  ofle  as  tyme  is  of  necessitee  94 

That  we  to  yow  mowe  telle  our  hevinesse ; 
Acoepteth,  lord,  now  for  your  gentillesse, 
That  we  with  pitous  herte  un-to  yow 
pleyne,  (41) 

And  lete  your  eres  nat  my  voys  disdeyne. 

Al  have  I  noght  to  done  in  this  matere 
More  than  another  man  hath  inthisplace, 
Yet  for  as  muohe  as   ye,  my  lord  so 

dere,  loi 

Han  alwey  shewed  me  favour  and  grace, 
I  dar  the  better  aske  of  yow  a  space 
Of  audience,  to  shewen  our  requeste. 
And  ye,  my  lord,  to  doon  right  as  yow 

leste.  105 

For  oertes,  lord,  so  wel  us  lyketh  yow  (50) 
And  al  your  werk  and  ever  han  doon, 

that  we 
Ne  coude  nat  us  self  devysen  how 
We  mighte  liven  in  more  felicitee, 
Save  o  thing,  lord,  if  it  your  wiUe  be,  1 10 
That  for  to  been  a  wedded  man  yow  leste, 
Than  were  your  peple  in  sovereyn  hertes 

reste. 

Boweth  your  nekke  under  that  blisfVil  yok 
Of  soveraynetee,  noght  of  servyse, 
Which  that  men  clepeth  spousaille  or 

wedlok ;  115 

And  thenketh,  lord,  among  your  thoghtes 

wyse,  (60) 

How  that  our  dayes  posse  in  sondry  wyse  ,* 
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For  though  we  slope  or  wake,  or  rome,  or 

ryde, 
Ay  fleeth  the  tyme,  it  nil  no  man  abyde. 

And  though  yonr  grene  youthe  floure  as 

jdt,  130 

In  crepeth  age  alwey,  ajs  BtUle  as  stoon, 
And  deeth  manaceth  every  age,  and  smit 
In  ech  estaat,  for  ther  escapeth  noon  : 
And  al  so  certein  as  we  knowe  eohoon 
That  we  shol  deye,  as  uncerteyn  we  alle 
Been  of  that  day  whan  deeth  shal  on  ns 
falle.  (70)  ia6 

Accepteth  than  of  ns  the  trewe  entente, 
That  never  yet  reAiseden  yonr  heste, 
And  we  wol,  lord,  if  that  ye  wol  assente, 
Chese  yow  a  W3rf  in  short  tyme,  atte  leste. 
Bom  of  the  gentilleste  and  of  the  meste 
Of  al  this  lond,  so  that  it  oghte  seme 
Honour  to  god  and  yow,  as  we  can  deme. 

Deliver  ns  ont  of  al  this  hisy  drede. 
And  tak  a  wyf,  for  hye  goddes  sake ;    135 
For  if  it  so  bifelle,  as  god  forbede,        (80) 
That   thorgh    yonr  deeth   your   linage 

sholde  slake, 
And  that  a  strannge  snooessour  sholde 

take 
Your  heritage,  o  I  wo  were  ns  alyve ! 
"Wherfor  we  pray  you  hastily  to  wyve.*  140 

fiir  meke  preyere  and  hir  pitous  chere 

Made  the  markis  herte  han  pitee. 

*  Ye  wol,'  quod  he,   *  myn  owene  peple 

dere. 
To  that  I  never  erst  thoghte  streyne  me. 
I  me  rejoysed  of  my  libertee,  145 

That  selde  tyme  is  founde  in  mariage ;  (90) 
Ther  I  was  firee,  I  moot  been  in  servage. 

But  nathelees  I  see  your  trewe  entente, 
And  truste  upon  your  wit,  and  have  don  ay ; 
Wherfor  of  my  free  wil  I  wol  assente   150 
To  wedde  me,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
But  ther-as  ye  han  profred  me  to-day 
To  chese  me  a  wyf,  I  yow  relesse 
That  choys,  and  pr^  yow  of  that  profre 

154 


For  god  it  woot,  that  children  ofte  been 
Unlyk  her  worthy  eldres  hem  bifore ;  ( 100) 


Bountee  oomth  al  of  god,  nat  of  the  streen 
Of  which  they  been  engendred  and  y-^bore ; 
I  truste  in  goddes  bountee,  and  therfore 
My  mariage  and  myn  estaat  and  reste  160 
I  him  bitake ;  he  may  don  as  him  leste^ 

liat  me  alone  in  chesinge  of  my  wyf^ 
That  charge  up-on  my  bak  I  wol  endure ; 
But  lyow  preye,  and  charge  up-<m  your  ]yf, 
That  what  wyf  that  I  take,  ye  me  aasure 
To  worshipe  liir,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  mAy 
dure,  (iiu)  166 

In  word  and  werk,  bothe  here  and  every- 
where, 
As  she  an  emperoures  doghter  were. 

And  forthermore,  this  shal  ye  swere,  that 

ye 
Agayn  my  choys  shul  neither  gruoche  ne 

stiyve ;  170 

For  sith  I  shal  forgoon  my  liberteo 
At  your  requeste,  as  ever  moot  I  thryve, 
Ther  as  myn  herte  is  set,  ther  wol  I  wyve ; 
And  but  ye  wole  assente  in  swich  manere, 
I  prey  yow,  speketh    na>more   of  this 

matere.'  (119)  175 

With  hertly  wil  they  sworen,  and  assenten 
To  al  this  Uiing,  ther  seyde  no  wi^t  nay ; 
Bisekinge  him  of  grace,  er   that   they 

wenten. 
That  he  wolde  graunten  hem  a  oertein  day 
Of  his  spousaille,  as  sone  as  ever  he  may ; 
For  yet  alwey  the  x>eple  som-what  dredde 
Lest  that  this  markis  no  wyf  wolde  wedde. 

He  graunted  hem  a  day,  swich  as  him 

leste, 
On  which  he  wolde  be  wedded  sikerly,  184 
And  seyde,  he  dide  al  this  at  hir  requests : 
And  they,  with  humble  entente,  buxomly, 
Knelinge  up-on  her  knees  ftil  reverently 
Him  thanken  alle,  and  thus  they  han  an 

ende  (13^  ■ 

Of  hir  entente,  and  hoom  agayn  they 

wende. 

And  heer-up-on  he  to  his  offioeres        190 
Comaundeth  for  the  feste  to  purveye. 
And  to  his  privee  knightes  and  squyerea 
Swich  chajrge  yaf,  as  him  liste  on  hemleye ; 
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And  they  to  his  comandement  obeye, 
And  ech  of  hem  doth  al  his  diligence  195 
To  doon  iin-io  the  feste  xeverence.      (140) 

Explicit  prima  para. 

Incipit  aecunda  para. 
No^ht  fer  fro  thilke  paleys  honorable 
Ther-as  this  marlds  shoop  his  mariage, 
Ther  stood  a  throp,  of  site  delitahla, 
In  which  that  povre  folk  of  that  village  aoo 
Hadden  hir  bestes  and  hir  herbergage, 
And  of  hir  labour  took  hir  sustenance 
After  that  th*erthe  yaf  hem  habundance. 

Amonges  thise  povre  folk  ther  dwelte 

a  man 
W'hich  that  was  holden  povrest  of  hem 

alle;  ms 

But  hye  god  som  tyme  senden  can     (150) 
His  grace  in-to  a  litel  oxes  stalle : 
Janioola  men  of  that  throp  him  oaUe. 
A  doghter  hadde  he,  fair  y-nogh  to  sighte, 
And  Qrisildis  this  yonge  mayden  highte. 

But  for  to  speke  of  vertuous  beautee,   an 
Than  was  she  oon  the  faireste    under 

Sonne; 
Por  povreliohe  y-fostred  up  was  she, 
No  likerous  lust  was  thuigh  hir  herte 

y-ronne;  (158)214 

Wei  ofter  cf  the  welle  than  of  the  tonne 
She  drank,  and  for  she  wolde  vertu  plese, 
She  knew  wel  labour,  but  non  ydel  ese. 

But  thogh  this  mayde  tendre  were  of  age, 

Yet  in  the  brest  of  hir  virginitee 

Ther  was  enclosed  lype  and  sad  oorage ; 

And  in  greet  reverence  and  charitee    an 

Hir  olde  povre  fader  fostred  she ; 

A  fewe  sheep  spinning  on  feeld  she  kepte, 

She  wolde  noght  been  jrdel  til  she  slepte. 

And  whan  she  hoomward  cam,  she  wolde 

bringe  325 

Wortes  or  othere  herbes  tymes  ofte,  (170) 

The  whiche  sh^  shredde  and  seeth  for  hir 

livinge. 
And  made  hir  bed  ful  harde  and  no-thing 

sofle; 
And  Aj  she  Icepte  hir  fadres  lyf  on-lofte 
Witheverich  obeisaunce  and  diligence  230 
That  child  may  doon  to  fadres  reverence. 


Up-on  Grisilde,  this  povre  creature, 
Ful  ofte  sythe  this  markis  sette  his  yfi 
As  ho  on  hunting  rood  paraventure ;    334 
And  whan  it  fil  that  he  mighte  hirespye, 
He  noght  with  wantouu  loking  of  folye 
His  yen  caste  on  hir,  but  in  sad  wy8e(i8i) 
Up^n  hir  ohere  he  wolde  him  ofte  avyse, 

Commending  in  his  herte  hir  womman- 

hede, 
And  eek  hir  vertu,  passing  any  wight  240 
Of  so  yong  age,  as  wel  in  ohere  as  dede. 
For  thogh  the  peple  have  no  greet  insight 
In  vertu,  he  considered  ful  right 
Hir  bountee,  and  disposed  that  he  wolde 
Wedde  hir  only,  if  ever  he  wedde  sholde. 

The  day  of  wedding  cam,  but  no  wight 
can  (190)  246 

Telle  what  womman  that  it  sholde  be ; 
For  which  merveille  wondred  many  a  man. 
And  seyden,  whan  they  were  in  privetee, 
'  Wol  nat  our  lord  yet  leve  his  vanitee  ?  250 
Wol  he  nat  wedde  ?  alias,  alias  the  whylo ! 
Why  wol  he  thus  him-self  and  us  bigyle  ? ' 

But  natheles  this  markis  hath  don  make 
Of  gemmes,  set  in  gold  and  in  asnre, 
Broches  and  ringes,  for  Griaildis  sake,  255 
And  of  hir  clothing  took  he  the  mesure 
By  a  mayde,  lyk  to  hir  stature,  (201) 

And  eek  of  othere  omamentes  alle 
That  un-to  swich  a  wedding  sholde  falle. 

The  tyme  of  undem  of  the  same  day   260 
Appijpcheth,  that  this  wedding  sholde  be  ; 
And  al  the  paleys  put  was  in  array, 
Bothe  halle  and  chambres,  ech  in  his 

degree; 
Houses  of  office  stuffed  with  plentee     264 
Ther  maystow  seen  of  deyntevous  vitaille, 
That  may  be  founde,  as  fer  as  last  Itaille. 

This  royal  markis,  richely  arrayed,     (211) 
Lordes  cmd  ladyes  in  his  oompanye. 
The  whiche  unto  the  feste  were  y-prayed, 
And  of  his  retenue  the  bachelrye,         270 
With  many  a  soun  of  sondry  melodye, 
Un-to  the  village,  of  the  which  I  tolde, 
In  this  array  the  righte  wey  han  holde. 

Grisilde  of  this,  god  woot,  ful  innocent. 
That  for  hir  shapen  was  al  this  array,  275 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


6oo 


^$e  CanferSur^  ZatUL 


[t.  8153—8231. 


To  fecchen  wat«r  at  a  welle  ia  went,  (220) 
And  ooxneth  hooxn  as  sone  ag  ever  she  may. 
For  wel  she  hadde  herd  seydi  that  thilke 

day 
The  markis  sholde  wedde,  and,  if  she 

mighte, 
She  wolde  fayn  han  aeyn  som  of  that 

Bighte.  a8o 

She  thoghte,  '  I  wol  with  othere  xnaydena 

atonde, 
That  been  my  felawee,  in  our  dore,  and  see 
The  markisesse,  and  therfor  wol  I  fonde 
To  doon  at  hoom,  afl  aone  as  it  may  be, 
The  labour  which  that  longeth  nn-to  me ; 
And  than  I  may  at  leyser  hir  biholde,  286 
If  she  this  wey  un-to  the  castel  holde.*  (231) 

And  as  she  wolde  over  hir  threahfold  goon. 
The  markis  cam  and  gan  hir  for  to  calle ; 
And  she  set  doon  hir  water-pot  anoon  390 
Bisyde  the  ihreshfold,  in  an  ozes  stalle, 
And  doun  np-on  hir  knees  she  gan  to  falle, 
And  with  sad  contenance  kneleth  stille 
Til  she  had  herd  what  was  the  lordes  wille. 

This  thoghtftd  markis  spak  nn-to  this 
mayde  (239)  ^95 

Fill  sobrely,  and  seyde  in  this  manere, 
*  Wher  is  your  fader,  Grisildis  ? '  he  sayde, 
And  she  with  reverence,  in  hnmble  ohere, 
Answerde,  '  lord,  he  is  al  redy  here.* 
And  in  she  gooth  with-onten  lenger  lette, 
And  to  the  markis  she  hir  £Mler  fette.  301 

He  by  the  bond  than  took  this  olde  man. 
And  seyde  thos,  whan  he  him  hadde 

Q^yde, 
'  Janicnla,  I  neither  may  ne  can  304 

Longer  the  plesance  of  myn  herte  hyde. 
If  that  thon  voaoheHUinf,  what-so  bityde, 
Thy  doghter  wol  I  take,  er  that  I  wende, 
As  for  my  wyf,  un-to  hir  ly  ves  ende.  (352} 

Thou  lovest  me,  I  woot  it  wel,  oerteyn, 
And  art  my  feithfVd  lige  man  y-bore ;  310 
And  al  that  lyketh  me,  I  dar  wel  seyn 
It  lyketh  thee,  and  specially  therfore 
Tel  me  that  poynt  that  I  have  seyd  bifore, 
If  that  thou  wolt  nn-to  that  purpos  drawe, 
To  take  me  as  for  thy  sone-in-lawe  ? '   315 


This  sodeyn  cas  this  man  astoned  so,  (360) 
That  reed  he  wex,  abayst,  and  al  quaking 
He  stood ;  unnethes  seyde  he  wordes  mo, 
Bat  only  thus :  '  lord,*  quod  he,  *  vay  wil- 
ling 
Is  as  ye  wole,  ne  ayeines  your  lyking  330 
I  wol  no-thing ;  ye  be  my  lord  so  dere ; 
Right  as  yow  lust  govemeth  this  matere.* 

*  Yet  wol  I,'  quod  this  markis  softely, 

'  That  in  thy  chambre  I  and  thou  and  she 
Have  a  collacion,  and  wostow  why  ?  325 
For  I  wol  axe  if  it  hir  wille  be  (370} 

To  be  my  wyf,  and  reule  hir  after  me ; 
And  al  this  shal  be  doon  in  thy  presence, 
I  wol  nogfat  speke  out  of  thyn  audience.' 

And  in  the  chambre   whyl  th^  were 
aboute  330 

Hir  tretis,  which  as  ye  shal  after  here, 
The  peple  cam  un-to  the  hous  with-oute, 
And  wondred  hem  in  how  honest  manere 
Andtentifly  she  kepte  hir  fader  dera  (378} 
But  outerly  Grisildis  wondre  mlghte,  335 
For  never  erst  ne  saugh  she  swich  a  sightei 

No  wonder  is  thogh  that  she  were  astoned 
To  seen  so  greet  a  gest  come  in  that  place ; 
She  never  was  to  swiche  gestes  waned. 
For  which  she  loked  with  ful  pale  face. 
But  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chaoe, 
Thise  am  the  wordes  that  the  markis 
sayde  343 

To  this  benigne  verray  feithful  mayde. 

*  Grisilde,*  he  seyde,  *  ye  ahul  wel  under- 

stonde 
It  lyketh  to  your  fader  and  to  me        345 
That  I  yow  wedde,  and  eek  it  nu^  so 

stonde,  (390} 

As  I  suppose,  ye  wol  that  it  so  be. 
But  thise  demandes  axe  I  first,*  quod  he, 
'  That,  sith  it  shal  be  doon  in  hastif  wyse, 
Wol  ye  assente,  or  elles  yow  avjrse  ?     350 

I  seye  this,  be  ye  redy  with  good  herte 

To  al  my  lust,  and  that  I  frely  mi^. 

As  me  best  thinketh,  do  yow  laughe  or 

smerte. 
And  never  ye  to  grucohe  it,  night  ne  d^y  f 
And  eek  whan  I  sey  "ye,"  ne  aey  nat 

"  nay,**  355 
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Neither  1^  word  ne  frowning  ocmtenance ; 
Swer  thlB,  and  here  I  swere  our  alliance.* 

Wondring  upon  this  word,  qnaking  for 
drede,  (30a) 

She  seyde,  *  lord,  nndigne  and  nnworUiy 
Am  I  to  thllke  honour  that  ye  me  bede ;  360 
Bat  ae  ye  wol  yonr-self,  right  so  wol  L 
And  heer  I  swere  that  never  willingly 
In  werk  ne  thoght  I  nil  yow  disobeye, 
For  to  be  deed,  though  me  were  looth  to 
deye.»  (308)  364 

^  This  is  y-nogh,  Grisilde  myn  !  *  quod  he. 
And  forth  he  gooth  with  a  ftxl  sobre  chore 
Out  at  the  dore,  and  after  that  cam  she, 
And  to  the  peple  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 
'  Th  is  is  my  wyf,'  qnod  he,  *  that  standeth 

here.  369 

Hononreth  hir,  and  loveth  hir,  I  preye, 
Who-8o  me  loveth;   ther  is  na-more  to 

seye.* 

And  for  that  no-thing  of  hir  olde  gere 
She  sholde  bringe  in-to  his  hons,  he  bad 
That  wommen  sholde  dispoilen  hir  right 
there ;  (318)  374 

Of  which  thise  ladyes  were  nat  right  glnd 
To  handle  hir  clothes  wher-in  she  was  clad. 
Bat  natheles  this  mi^de  bright  of  hewe 
Fro  foot  to  heed  they  clothed  han  al  newe. 

Hir  heres  han  they  kembd,  that  lay  on- 

tressed 
Fnl  radely,  and  with  hir  fingres  smale  380 
A  corone  on  hir  heed  they  han  y-dressed, 
And  sette  hir  ful  of  nowches  ^rete  and 

smale; 
Of  hir  array  what  sholde  I  make  a  tale  ? 
I'nnethe  the  peple  hir  knew  for  hir  fair- 

nesse, 
Whan  she  translated  was  in  swioh  rich- 


Tliis  markis  hath  hir  sponsed  with  a  ring 
Broght  for  the  same  cause,  and  than  hir 
sette  (331) 

Up-on  an  hors,  snow-whyt  and  wel  am- 
bling, 
And  to  his  paleys,  er  he  longer  lette, 
With  joyinl  peple  that  hir  ladde  and 
mette,  390 


Conveyed  hir,  and   thus  the  day  they 

spende 
In  revel,  til  the  Sonne  gan  descende. 

And  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chaoe, 
I  seye  that  to  this  newe  markisesse 
Qod  hath  swioh  favour  sent  Mr  of  his 
grace,  395 

That  it  ne  semed  nat  l^  lyklinesse     (340) 
That  she  wan  bom  and  fed  in  rudenesse. 
As  in  a  cote  or  in  an  oze-stalle. 
But  norished  in  an  emperoures  hallo. 

To  every  wight  she  woxen  is  so  dere    400 
And  worshipfhl,  that  folk  ther  she  was 

bore 
And  from  hir  birthe  knewe  hir  yeer  by 

yere, 
Unnethe   trowe<l  they,  but  dorste  han 

swore 
That  to  Janide,  of  which  I  spak  bifore, 
She  doghter  nas,  for,  as  by  conjecture,  405 
Hem  thonghte  she  was  another  creature. 

For  thogh  that  ever  vertnous  was  she,  (351) 
She  was  encressed  in  swich  excellenco 
Of  thewes  gode,  y-eet  in  heigh  bountoe, 
And  so  discreet  and  fair  of  eloquence,  410 
So  benigne  and  so  digne  of  reverence, 
And  conde  so  the  peples  herte  embrace. 
That  ech  hir  lovede  that  loked  on  hir  face. 

Noght  only  of  Saluces  in  the  toun 
Publiced  was  the  bountee  of  hir  name,  415 
But  eek  bisyde  in  many  a  regioun,  (360) 
If  oon  seyde  wel,  another  seyde  the  same ; 
So  spradde  of  hir  heigh  bountee  the  fame. 
That  men  and  wommen,  as  wel  yonge  as 

olde, 
Gon  to  Saluce,  upon  hir  to  biholde.      430 

Thus  Walter  lowly,  nay  but  royally. 
Wedded  with  fortunat  honestetee, 
In  goddes  pees  liveth  ful  esily 
At  hoom,  and  outward  grace  y-nogh  had 
he;  (368)  434 

And  for  he  saugh  that  under  low  degree 
Was  ofte  vertu  hid,  the  peple  him  helde 
A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  seyn  fal  selde. 

Kat  only  this  Grisildis  thurgh  hir  wit 
Coude  aX  the  feet  of  wyfly  hoomllnesse, 
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Bat  eek,  whan  that  the  cas  reqtiyred  it, 
The  commune  profit  conde  she  redresse. 
Ther  nas  diacord,  ranoonr,  ne  hevineaae 
In  al  that  lond,  that  she  ne  conde  apese, 
And  wjrsly  hringe  hem  alle  in  reste  and 
ese. 

Though  that  hlr  hoosbonde  absent  were 
anoon,  435 

If  gentil  men,  or  othere  of  hir  contree 
Were  wrothe,  she  wolde  bringen  hem 
atoon ;  (381) 

So  wyse  and  rype  wordes  hadde  alie, 
And  jngements  of  so  greet  eqnitee, 
That  she  from  heven  sent  was,  as  men 
wende,  440 

Peple  to  save  and  every  wrong  t'amende. 

Kat  longe  tyme  after  that  this  Grisild 
Was  wedded,  she  a  donghter  hath  y-bore, 
Al  had  hir  lever  have  bom  a  knave  child. 
Glad  was  this  markis  and  the  folk  therw 

fore ;  445 

For  though  a  mayde  child  come  al  bifore, 
She  may  unto  a  knave  child  atteyne  (391) 
By  lyklihed,  sin  she  nis  nat  bareyne. 
Explicit  secnnda  pars. 
Incipit  tercla  pars. 
Ther  fil,  as  it  bifSEJleth  t3rme8  mo. 
Whan  that  this  child  had  soaked   bat 

a  throwe,  450 

This  markis  in  his  herte  longeth  so 
To  tempte  his  wyf,  hir  sadnesse  for  to 

knowe, 
That  he  ne  mighte  out  of  his  herte  throwe 
This  morveillons  desyr,  his  wyf  t'assaye, 
Needless,  god  woot,  he  thoaghte  hir  for 

t'aflraye.  ,   455 

He  hadde  assayed  hir  y-nogh  bifore,  (400) 
And  fond  hir  over  good ;  what  neded  it 
Hir  for  to  tempte  and  alwey  more  and 

more? 
Though  som  men  preise  it  for  a  snbtil  wit, 
Bat  as  for  me,  I  seye  that  y vel  it  sit    460 
T*a8saye  a  wyf  whan  that  it  is  no  node, 
And  putten  her  in  angaish  and  in  drede. 

For  which  this  markis  wroghte  in  this 

manere ; 
He  cam  alone  a-night,  ther  as  she  lay, 


With  steme  face  and  with  ful  troahle 
.  chore,  465 

And  seyde  thus,  *  Grisild,'  qnod  he,  *  that 
day  ('410) 

That  I  yow  took  out  of  your  povre  array, 
And  putte  yow  in  estaat  of  heigh  noblesse, 
Ye  have  nat  that  forgeten,  as  I  ( 


I  seye,  Grisild,  this  present  dignitee,  47) 
In  which  that  I  have  put  yow,  as  I  trowe, 
Maketh  yow  nat  foiyetfiil  for  to  be 
That  I  jrow  took  in  povre  estaat  ftil  lowe 
For  any  wele  ye  moot  yonr-selven  knowe. 
TAk  hede  of  every  word  that  I  yow  seye, 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  hereth  it  bat  we 
tweye.  (4^0)  476 

Ye  woot  your<flelf  wel,  how  that  ye  cam 

here 
In-to  this  hons,  it  is  nat  longe  ago. 
And  though  to  me  that  ye  be  lief  and 

dere, 
Un-to  my  gentils  ye  be  no-thing  so ;    480 
They  seyn,  to  hem  it  is  greet  shame  and 

wo 
For  to  be  subgets  and  ben  in  servage 
To  thee,  tliat  bom  art  of  a  smal  village. 

And  namdy,  sith  thy  doghter  was  y-bore, 
Thise  wordes  han  they  spoken  donteleei ; 
But  I  desyre,  as  I  have  doon  bifore,  (4jto> 
To  live  my  lyf  with  hem  in  reste  and 

pees; 
I  may  nat  in  this  caas  be  recchelees. 
I  moot  don  with  thy  doghter  for  the 

beste, 
Kat  as  I  wolde,  but  as  my  peple  leste.  490 

And  yet,  god  wot,  this  is  ftxl  looth  to  me ; 
But  nathelees  with-onte  your  witing 
I  wol  nat  doon,  but  this  wol  I,'  qnod  he, 
^  That  ye  to  me  assente  as  in  this  thing. 
Shewe  now  your  paoience  in  your  werking 
That  ye  me  highte  and  swore  in  your 
village  (440)  496 

That  day  that  maked  was  our  manage.' 

Whan  she  had  herd  al  this,  she  noghi 

ameved 
Neither  in  word,  or  chere,  or  oonntcn- 

annce; 
For,  as  it  semed,  she  was  nat  agreved  :5U3 
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She  aeyde,  ^lozd,  al  lyth  in  your  ples- 

aonoe, 
My  child  and  I  -^ith  herUy  obeisaonce 
Ben  yonres  al,  and  ye  mowe  save  or  spille 
Your  oweno  thing ;    werketh  after  your 

-wille,  504 

Ther  may  no-thing,  god  so  my  sonle  save, 
Lyken  to  yow  that  may  displete  me ;  (450) 
Ne  I  deflyre  nothing  for  to  have, 
Ne  diede  for  to  leee,  save  only  ye ; 
This  wil  is  in  myn  herte  and  ay  ghal  be. 
No  lengthe  of  tyme  or  deeth  may  this 
deface,  510 

Ne  channge  my  oorage  to  another  place.' 

Glad  uras  this  markis  of  hir  answering, 
Bnt  yet  he  feyned  as  he  were  nat  so ; 
Al  drery  was  his  chere  and  his  loking 
Whan  that  he  sholde  out  of  the  bhamfare 
go.  515 

Sone  after  this,  a  fVirlong  wey  or  two,  (460) 
He  prively  hath  told  al  his  entente 
Un-to  a  man,  and  to  his  wyf  him  sente. 

A  maner  sergeant  was  this  privee  man. 
The  which  that  faithful  ofte  he  foonden 

hadde  5^ 

In  thinges  grete,  and  oek  swich  folk  wel 

can 
Don  execncioxm  on  thinges  badde. 
The  lord  knew  wel  that  he  him  loved  and 

dradde; 
And  whan  this  sergeant  wiste  his  lordes 

wille, 
In-to  the  chambre  he  stalked  him  fnl 

stille.  5^5 

*  Madame,*  he  seyde,  *  ye  mote  foryeve  it 

me,  (470) 

Thogh  I  do  thing  to  which  I  am  con- 

streyned  ] 
Te  ben  so  wys  that  fnl  wel  knowe  ye 
That  lordes  hestes  mowe  nat   been   y^ 

feyned; 
They  mowe  wel  been  biwaiUed  or  com- 

pleyned,  530 

Bnt  men  mot  nede  nn-to  her  lost  obeye. 
And  so  wol  I ;  ther  is  na-more  to  seye. 

This  child  I  am  comanded  for  to  take ' — 
And  spak  na-more,  bnt  out  the  child  he 
bente 


Despitoosly,  and  gan  a  chere  make      555 
As  though  he  wolde  han  slayn  it  er  he 
wente.  (4S0) 

Grisildis  mot  al  sniFren  and  consente ; 
And  as  a  lamb  she  sitteth  meke  and  stille, 
And  leet  this  cmel  sergeant  doon  his  wille. 

Snsi>ecions  was  the  diffame  of  this  man. 
Suspect  his  face,  suspect  his  word  also ;  541 
Suspect  the  tyme  in  which  he  this  bigan. 
Alias !  hir  doghter  that  she  lovede  so 
She  wende  he  wolde  han  slawen  it  right 
tho.  544 

But  natheles  she  neither  weep  ne  syked. 
Consenting  hir  to  that  the  markis  lyked. 

But  atte  laste  speken  sbe  bigan,         (491) 
And  mekely  she  to  the  sergeant  preyde. 
So  as  he  was  a  worthy  gentil  man, 
That  she  moste  kisse  hir  child  er  that  it 
deyde ;  550 

And  in  her  barm  this  litel  child  she  leyde 
With  ful  sad  face,  and  gan  the  child  to  kisse 
And  lulled  it,  and  after  gan  it  blisse. 

And  thus  she  seyde  in  hir  benigne  voys, 

*  Far  weel,  my  child ;  I  shal  thee  never 

see ;  ^    555 

But,  sith  I  thee  have  marked  with  the 

croys,  (500) 

Of  thilke  fader  blessed  mote  thou  be. 
That  for  us  deyde  up-on  a  croys  of  tree. 
Thy  sonle,  litel  child,  I  him  bitake, 
For  this  night  shaltow  dyen  for  my  sake.' 

I  trowe  that  to  a  norice  in  this  cas       561 
It  had  ben  hard  this  rewthe  for  to  so ; 
Wel  mighte  a  mooder  than  han  cryed 

'alias!' 
But  nathelees  so  sad  stcdfast  was  she. 
That  she  endured  all  adversitee,  s^H 

And  to  the  sergeant  mekely  she  saydo,  (510) 

*  Have  heer  ogayn  your  litel  yonge  maydo. 

Goth  now,*  quod   she,   *and  dooth  my 

lordes  heste. 
But  o  thing  wol  I  preye  yow  of  your  grace, 
That,  but  my  lord  forbad  yow,  atte  leste 
Buiieth  this  litel  body  in  som  place     571 
That  bestes  ne  no  briddes  it  to-race.' 
But  he  no  word  wol  to  that  purpos  seye, 
But  took  the  child  and  wente  upon  his 

weye. 
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This  sergeant  cam  nn-to  his  loxd  ageyn,  S7S 
And  of  Giisildis  woxdes  and  hir  ohere  (520) 
He  tolde  him  point  for  point,  in  short  and 

playn, 
And  him  presenteth  'with   his  doghter 

dere. 
Somwhat  this  lord  hath  rewthe  in  his 

manere; 
But  nathelees  his  parpos  heeld  he  stille, 
As  lordes  doon,  whan  they  wol  han  hir 

wille ;  581 

And  bad  his  sergeant  that  he  prively 
Sholde  this  child  fdl  sofbe  winde  and 

wrappe 
With  alle  oircnmstances  tendrely, 
And  cane  it  in  a  cofre  or  in  a  lappe ;  585 
Bat,    np-on  peyne  his   heed   of  for  to 

swappe,  (530) 

That  no  man  sholde  knowe  of  his  entente, 
Ne  whenne  he  cam,  ne  whider  that  he 

wente; 

Bnt  at  Boloigne  to  his  stister  dere, 

That  thilke  tyme  of  Panik  was  oonntesse. 

He  sholde  it  take,  and  shews  hir  this 

matere,  591 

Bisekinge  hir  to  don  hir  bisinesse 
This  child  to  fostre  in  alle  gentilesse ; 
And  whos  child  that  it  was  he  bad  hir 

hyde 
From  every  wight,  for  oght  that  may 

bityde.  595 

llle  sei^geant  gooth,  and  hath  flilfild  this 
thing;  (540) 

Bat  to  this  markis  now  retonme  we ; 
For  now  goth  he  fol  faste  imagining 
If  by  his  wyyes  chere  he  mighte  see. 
Or  by  hir  word  aperoeyve  that  she       600 
Were  chaunged ;  bat  he  never  hir  oonde 

flnde 
Bat  ever  in  oon  y-lyke  sad  and  kinde. 

As  glad,  as  homble,  as  bi^y  in  servyse, 
And  eek  in  love  as  she  was  wont  to  be. 
Was  she  to  him  in  every  maner  wyse ;  605 
No  of  hir  doghter  noght  a  word  spak  she. 
Xon  accident  for  noon  adversitee        (551) 
Was  seyn  in  hir,  ne  never  hir  doghter 

name 
Ne  nempned  she,  in  emest  nor  in  game. 
Explicit  tercia  pars. 


Sequitur  para  qnarta. 
In   this  estaat  ther  passed  been  fonre 

yeer 
Er  she  with  childe  was ;  but,  asgodwolde, 
A  knave  child  she  bar  by  this  Walter, 
Fol  gracioos  and  £ur  for  to  biholde. 
And  whan  that  folk  it  to  his  fsder  tolde, 
Nat  only  he,  but  al  his  oontree,  merie  615 
Was  for  this  child,  and  god  th^  thanke 

and  herie.  (560) 

Whan  it  was  two  yeer  old,  and  firo  the 

brest 
Departed  of  his  norice,  on  a  day 
This  markis  caoghte  yet  another  lest 
To  tempte  his  wyf  yet  ofter,  if  he  may.  6an 

0  needles  was  she  tempted  in  assay ! 
Bat  wedded  men  ne  knowe  no  mesnre, 
Whan  that  they  finde  a  paeient  oreatnre. 

*  Wyf,*  qnod  this  markis,  *ye  han  herd  er 

this. 
My  peple  sikly  berth  oar  mariago,        62^ 
And  namely,  sith  my  sone  y-boren  is,  (5701 
Now  is  it  worse  than  ever  in  al  oar  age. 
The  mormar  sleeth  myn  herte  and  my 

corage; 
For  to  myne  eres    comth    the  voys  v> 

smerte, 
That  it  wel  ny  destroyed  hath  myn  hert^. 

Now  sey  they  thas,   "whan  Walter  is 

agoon,  631 

Then  shal  the  blood  of  Janicle  sacoede 
And  been  oar  lord,  for  other  have  we 

noon ; " 
Swiche  wordes  seith  my  peple,  oat  of 

drede. 
I  Wel  ooghte  I  of  swioh  mnrmnr  taken 

hede ;  6^15 

For  certeinly  I  drede  swich  sentence,  (5S0' 
Though  they  nat  pleyn  speke  in  myn 

audience. 

1  wolde  live  in  pees,  if  that  I  mighte ; 
Wherfor  I  am  disposed  oaterly, 

As  I  his  suster  servede  by  nighte,         640 
Bight  so  thenke  I  to  serve  him  prively ; 
This  warne  I  yow,  that  ye  nat  sodeynly 
Oat  of  yoor-scdf  for  no  wo  sholde  oatraye; 
Beth  paeient,  and  ther-of  1 3row  preye.' 
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*  I  hATe,*  qnod  she,  '  seyd  thus,  and  ever 
thai,  (589)  645 

I  wol  no  thing,  ne  nil  no  thing,  cQitayn, 

Bat  as  yow  list ;  noght  greveth  me  at  al, 

Thogh  that  my  doghter  and  my  sone  be 
slayn. 

At  your  oomandement,  thib  is  to  sayn. 

I  have  noght  had  no  part  of  children 
tweyne  650 

But  first  silneflse,  and  after  wo  and  peyne« 

Ye  been  onr  lord,  doth  with  your  owene 

thing 
Right  as  yow  list ;  azeth  no  reed  at  me. 
For,  as  I  lefte  at  hoom  al  my  <dothing. 
Whan  I  first  cam  to  yow,  right  so/  quod 

she,  655 

'liefte  I  my  wil  and  al  my  libertee,  (600) 
And  took  yoor  clothing ;  wherfor  I  yow 

preye, 
Doth  yonr  plesannoe,  I  wol   your  Inst 

obeye. 

And  oertes,  if  I  hadde  prescience 

Tour  wil  to  knowe  er  ye  yonr  Inst  me 

tolde,  660 

1  wolde  it  doon  with-onten  neoligenoe ; 
Bat  now  I  woot  3roar  Inst  and  what  ye 

wolde, 
Al    yonr   plesannoe    ferme    and    stable 

I  holde ; 
For  wiste  I  that  my  deeth  wolde  do  yow 

ese,  664 

Right  gladly  wolde  I  dyen,  yow  to  plese. 

Deth  may  noght  make  no  oomparisonn 
Un-to  3^ar  love : '  and,  whan  this  markis 

sey  (611) 

The  Constance  of  his  wyf,  he  caste  adonn 
His  yen  two,  and  wondreth  that  she  may 
In  pacience  soffire  al  this  array.  670 

And  forth  he  gooth  with  drery  conten- 

annce, 
Bat  to  his  herte  it  was  fhl  greet  plesaxmce. 

This  ogly  sergeant,  in  the  6ame  wyse 
That  he  hir  doghter  eanghte,  right  so  he. 
Or  worse,  if  men  worse  can  devyse,      675 
Hath  hent  hir   sone,  that   ftil  was  of 
beaatee.  (6ao) 

And  ever  in  oon  so  paoient  was  she, 
Diat  she  no  chere  made  of  hevinesse. 
But  kiste  hir  sone,  and  aiter  gan  it  bleow ; 


Save  this;  she  preyed  him  that,  if  he 
mighte,  680 

Hir  litel  sone  he  wolde  in  erthe  grave, 
His  tendre  limes,  delicat  to  sighte, 
Fro  fonles  and  fro  bestes  for  to  sava 
Bnt  she  non  answer  of  him  mighte  have. 
He  wente  his  wey,  as  him  northing  ne 
roghte ;  685 

Bat  to  Boloigne  he  tendrely  it  broghte. 

^lis  markJB  wondreth  ever  longer  the 
more  (631) 

Up-on  hir  pacience,  and  if  that  he 
Ne  hadde  soothly  Imowen  ther-bifore, 
That  parfitly  hir  children  lovede  she,  690 
He  wolde  have  wehd  that  of  som  snbtiltee, 
And  of  malice  or  for  crnel  corage, 
That  she  had  sof&ed  this  with  sad  visage. 

Bat  wel  he  knew  that  next  him-self, 
certoyn,  694 

She  loved  hir  children  best  in  every  wyse. 

Bat  now  of  wommen  wolde  I  axen  fayn, 

If  thise  assayes  mighte  nat  saiiyse  ?  (641) 

What  coade  a  stardy  hoosbond  more 
devyse 

To  prove  hir  wjrfhod  and  hir  stedfut- 
nesse,  699 

And  he  continoing  ever  in  stnrdinesse? 

Bat  ther  ben  folk  of  swich  condicioan. 
That,  whan  they  have  a  certein  pnrpos 


They  can  nat  stinte  of  hir  entenoioan. 

Bat,  right  as  they  were  bonnden  to 
a  stake. 

They  wol  nat  of  that  firste  pnrpos  slake. 

Bight  so  this  »inftyki«  fidliohe  hath  par- 
posed  (650)  706 

To  tempte  his  wyf  ,  as  he  was  first  di^)osed. 

He  waiteth,  if  by  word  or  oontenance 
That  she  to  him  was  changed  of  corage ; 
Bat  never  conde  he  finde  variance ;      710 
She  was  ay  oon  in  herte  and  in  visage ; 
And  ay  the  forther  that  she  was  in  age, 
The  more  trewe,  if  that  it  were  possible. 
She  was  to  him  in  love,  and  more  ]>enible. 

For  which  it  semed  thus,  that  of  hem  two 
Ther  nas  bat  o  wil ;  for,  as  Walter  leste, 
The  same  Inst  was  hir  plesance  also,  (661) 
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Andf  god  be  thanked,  al  fil  for  the  beste. 
She  shewed  wel,  for  no  worldly  unreste 
A  wyf,  as  of  hir-eelf,  no>thing  ne  sholdo 
Wille  in  effect,  but  as  hir  honsbond  wolde. 

The  sclanndre  of  Walter  ofte  and  wyde 
spraddOf  72a 

That  of  a  cruel  herte  he  wikkedly, 
Por  he  a  povre  wonunan  wedded  hadde, 
Hath  mordred  bothe  his  children  prively. 
Swich  murmar  was  among  hezn  comonlj. 
"So  wonder  is,  for  to  the  peples  ere  (671) 
Ther  cam  no  word  but  that  they  moxdred 
were. 

For  which,  wher-as  his  peplo  ther-bifore 
Had  loved  him  wel,  the  sdanndre  of  his 
diffame  730 

Made  hem  that  they  him  hatede  therfore ; 
To  been  a  mordrer  is  an  hateful  name. 
But  natheles,  for  ernest  ne  for  game 
He  of  his  cruel  purpos  nolde  stente ;     734 
To  tempto  his  vryf  was  set  al  his  entente. 

Whan  that  his  doghter  twelf  yeer  wiu  of 
age,  (680) 

He  to  the  court  of  Bome,  in  subtil  wyse 
Enformed  of  his  wil,  sente  his  message, 
Comaunding  hem  swiche  bnlles  to  devyse 
As  to  his  cruel  purpos  may  suffyse,      740 
How  that  the  pope,  as  for  his  peples  reste, 
Bad  him  to  wedde  another,  if  him  leste. 

I  seye,  he  bad  they  sholde  countrefete 
The  popes  bulles,  making  mencioun 
That  he  hath  leve  his  firste  wyf  to  lete,  745 
As  by  the  popes  dispensacioun,  (690) 

To  stinte  rancour  and  dissenoioun 
Bitwixe  his  peple  and  him ;  thus  seyde 

the  bulle, 
The  which  they  haa  publiced  atte  ftiUe. 

The  rudo  peple,  as  it  no  wonder  is,  750 
Wenden  ful  wel  that  it  had  been  right  so ; 
But  whan  thise  tydinges  cam  to  Grisildis, 
I  dome  that  hir  herte  was  fbl  wo. 
But  she,  y-lyke  sad  for  evermo, 
Disposed  was,  this  humble  creature,  755 
Th'adversitee  of  fortune  al  t'endure.  (700) 

Abydlng  ever  his  lust  and  his  plesaunoe, 
To  whom  that  she  was  yeven,  herte  and  al, 
As  to  hir  vemj  worldly  suffisaunce ; 


But  shortly  if  this  storie  I  tellen  shal,  760 
This  markis  writen  hath  in  special 
A  lettre  in  which  he  sheweth  his  entente, 
And  secrely  he  to  Boloigne  it  sente. 

To  th'erl  of  Panik,  which  that  hadde  tho 
Wedded  his  suster,  preyde  he  specially  jts 
To  bringen  hoom  agayn  his  children  two 
In  honurable  estaat  al  openly.  (71 1 ) 

But  o  thing  he  him  preyode  outerly, 
That  he  to  no  wight,  though  men  wcddo 

enquere, 
Sholde  nat  telle,  whos  children  that  they 

were,  770 

But  se3re,  the  mayden  sholde  y-wedded  bo 
Un-to  the  markis  of  Saluce  anon. 
And  as  this  erl  was  preyed,  so  dide  he ; 
For  at  day  set  he  on  his  -«rey  is  go<ni 
Toward  Saluce,  and  lordes  many  o<m,  775 
In  riche  axr&y^  this  mayden  for  to  gyde ; 
Hir  yonge  brother  xyding  hir  biayde.  ^7^0 

Arrayed  was  toward  hir  manage 

This  fresshe  mayde,  ful  of  gemmes  dere ; 

Hir  brother,  which  that  seven  yeer  was  of 

age,  780 

Arrayed  eek  ful  fresh  in  his  manere. 
And  thus  in  greet  noblesse  and  with  glad 

chore. 
Toward  Saluoes  shaping  hir  journey, 
Fro  day  to  day  they  ryden  in  hir  wey. 

Explicit  quarta  ] 


Sequitnr  quinta  pars. 
Among  al  this,  after  his  wikke  usage,  785 
This  markis,  yet  his  wyf  to  tempte  more 
To  the  nttereste  prove  of  hir  corage,  (731) 
Fully  to  han  ezperienoe  and  lore 
If  that  she  were  as  stedfast  as  bifbre, 
He  on  a  day  in  open  audience  ytjo 

Ful  boistonsly  hath  seyd  hir  this  sentence : 

*Certe8,  Grisilde,  I  hadde  y-nough  plee> 

aunoe 
To  han  yow  to  my  wyf  for  your  goodnesse. 
As  for  your  trouthe  and  for  your  obeis- 

aunoe, 
Nought    for   your   linage    ne   for  your 

richesse ;  ygg 

But  now  knowe  I  in  Terray  soothfaat- 

<7¥>) 
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That  in  grot  lordahipe,  if  I  wel  avyso, 
Ther  is  gret  Bervitnte  in  sondry  vyse. 

I  may  nat  don  as  every  plowman  may ; 
Hy  peple  me  oonstreyneth  for  to  take  800 
Another  yryf^  and  ciyen  day  by  day ; 
And  eek  the  pope,  raneoor  for  to  slake, 
Consenteth  it,  that  dar  I  undertake ; 
And  treweliche  thus  mnche  I  wol  yow 

■eye, 
My  newB  yryf  is  coming  by  the  weye.  805 

Be  strong  of  herte,  and  voyde  anon  hir 
place,  (750) 

And  thilke  dower  that  ye  broghten  me 
Tak  it  agayn,  I  graunte  it  of  my  grace ; 
Betonmeth  to  your  fadres  hous,'  quod  he ; 
*■  No  man  may  alwey  han  prosperitee ;  810 
With  evene  herte  I  rede  yow  t'endore 
The  strook  of  fortune  or  of  aventnre.' 

And  she  answerde  agayn  in  paoience, 
*  My  lord/  quod  she,  *  I  woot,  and  wiste 

alway 
How  that  bitwixen  your  magnificence  815 
And  my  poverte  no  wight  can  ne  may  (760) 
Maken  comparison ;  it  is  no  nay. 
I  ne  heeld  me  never  digne  in  no  manere 
To  be  your  wyf,  no,  ne  your  chamberere. 

And  in  this  hous,  ther  ye  me  lady  made — 
The  heighe  god  take  I  for  my  witnesse,  821 
And  also  wisly  he  my  soule  glade-^ 
I  never  heeld  me  lady  ne  maistresse, 
But  humble  servant  to  your  worthinesse. 
And  ever  shal,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 
dure,  825 

Aboven  every  worldly  creature.  (770) 

That  ye  so  longe  of  your  benignitee 
Han  holden  me  in  honour  and  nobleye, 
Wher«s  I  was  noght  worthy  for  to  be. 
That  thonke  I  god  and  yow,  to  whom 
I  preye  830 

FoT3relde  it  yow ;  there  is  na-more  to  seye. 
Un-to  my  fader  gladly  wol  I  wende. 
And  with  him  dwelle  un-to  my  lyves  ende. 

Ther  I  was  fostred  of  a  child  iVil  smal, 
Til  I  be  deed,  my  lyf  ther  wol  I  lede     835 
A  widwe  dene,  in  body,  herte,  and  aL  (780) 
For  sith  I  yaf  to  yow  my  maydenhede, 
And  am  your  trewe  wyf,  it  is  no  drede, 


Qod  shilde  swich  a  lordes  wyf  to  take 
Another  man  to  housbonde  or  to  make.  840 

And  of  your  newe  wyf,  god  of  his  grace 
So  graunte  yow  wele  and  prosperitee  : 
For  I  wol  gladly  yelden  hir  my  place, 
In  which  that  I  was  blisftil  wont  to  be. 
For  sith  it  lyketh  yow,  my  lord,»  quod 
8he,  845 

*  That  whylom  weren  al  myn  hertes  reste, 
That  I  shal  goon,  I  wol  gon  whan  yow 

leste.  (79,) 

But  ther-as  ye  me  profire  swich  dowaire 
As  I  first  broghte,  it  is  wel  in  jxxy  mindo 
It  were  my  wrecohed  clothes,  no-thing 

faire,  850 

The  which  to  me  were  hard  now  for  to 

finde. 
O  gode  god  !  how  gentil  and  how  kinde 
Ye  semed  by  your  speehe  and  your  visage 
The  day  that  maked  was  our  manage  ! 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  algate  I  flnde  it  trewe — 
For  in  effect  it  proved  is  on  me —  (800)  856 
Love  is  noght  old  as  whan  that  it  is  newe. 
But  certes,  lord,  for  noon  adversitee, 
To  dyen  in  the  cas,  it  shal  nat  be  859 
That  ever  in  word  or  werk  I  shal  repente 
That  I  yow  yaf  myn  herte  in  hool  entente. 

My  lord,  ye  woot  that,  in  my  fadres  place, 
Ye  dede  me  strepe  out  of  my  povre  wede. 
And  richely  me  cladden,  of  your  grace. 
To  yow  broghte  I  noght  elles,  out  of  drede, 
But  feyth  and  nakednesse  and  mayden- 
hede. (810)  866 
And  here  agi^yn  my  clothing  I  restore. 
And  eek  my  wedding-ring,  for  evermore. 

The  remenant  of  your  jewels  redy  be  869 
In-with  your  chambre,  dar  I  saufiy  sayn  j 
Naked  out  of  my  fadres  hous,'  quod  she, 

*  I  cam,  and  naked  moot  I  tume  agayn. 
Al  your  pleeaunce  wol  I  folwen  fayn  ; 
But  yet  I  hope  it  be  nat  your  entente  874 
That  I  smoklees  out  of  your  paleys  wente. 

Ye  coude  nat  doon  so  dishoueste  a  thing, 

That  thilke  wombe  in  which  your  children 

leye  (8ai) 

Sholde,  bifom  the  peple,  ba.  my  walking, 
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Be  seyn  al  bare ;  -wherfor  I  yow  preye, 
Lat  me  nat  lyk  a  worm  go  by  the  w^ye.  880 
Bemembre  yow,  myn  owene  lord  bo  dere, 
I  was  your  wyf,  thogh  I  unworthy  were, 

Wherfor,  in  gaerdon  of  my  maydenhede, 
Which  that  I  broghte,  and  noght  a^ayn 

I  here,  884 

As  voncheth  sanf  to  yeve  me,  to  my  mede, 
Bnt  gwioh  a  smok  as  I  was' wont  to  were, 
That  I  therwith  may  wrye  the  wombe  of 

here  (831) 

That  was  yoor  wyf;  and  heer  take  I  my 

leve 
Of  yow,  myn  owene  lord,  lest  I  yow  greve.* 

*  The  smok,'  quod  he,  *  that  thou  hast  on 
thy  bak,  890 

Lat  it  be  stiUe,  and  her  it  forth  with  thee.' 
Bnt  wel  nnnethes  thllke  word  he  spak. 
Bat  wente  his  wey  for  rewthe  and  for 

pitee. 
Bifom  the  folk  hir-selven  strepeth  she, 
And  in  hir  smok,  with  heed  and  foot  al 
bare,  (839)  895 

Toward  hir  fader  hoos  forth  is  she  fiure. 

The  folk  hir  folwe  wepinge  in  hir  weye, 
And  fortune  ay  they  cursen  as  they  goon ; 
But  she  fro  weping  kepte  hir  y&a.  dreye, 
Ne  in  this  tyme  word  ne  spak  she  noon.  900 
Hir  fader,  that  this  tyding  herde  anoon, 
Curseth  the  day  and  tyme  that  nature 
Shoop  him  to  been  a  lyves  creature. 

For  out  of  doute  this  olde  povre  man 
Was  over  in  suspect  of  hir  mariage ;    905 
For  ever  he  demed,  sith  that  it  bigan,(85o) 
That  whan  the  lord  fhlfild  had  his  oorage, 
Him  wolde  thinke  it  were  a  disparage 
To  his  estaat  so  lowe  for  t*alighte, 
And  voyden  hir  as  sone  as  ever  he  mighte. 

Agayns  his  doghter  hastilioh  goth  he,  911 
For  he  by  noyse  of  folk  knew  hir  cominge, 
And  with  hir  olde  cote,  as  it  mighte  be, 
He  covered  hir,  ftil  sorwefully  wepinge ; 
But  on  hir  body  mighte  he  it  nat  bringe. 
For  rude  was  the  cloth,  and  more  of  age 
By  dayes  fele  than  at  hir  manage.      (861) 

Thus  with  hir  fader,  for  a  certejm  spaoe, 
Pwelleth  this  flour  of  wyfly  pacienoe, 


That  neither  by  hir  wordes  ne  hir  fiw»  9x> 
Bifom  the  folk,  ne  eek  in  hir  absence, 
Ne  shewed  she  that  hir  was  dooh  offence ; 
Ne  of  hir  heigh  estaat  no  remembr&once 
Ne  hadde  she,  as  by  bir  oounteniumoe. 

No  wonder  is,  for  in  hir  greto  estaat    925 
Hir  goost  was  ever  in  plejm  humylitee : 
No  tendre  mouth,  non  herte  delieaat,  (871) 
No  pompe,  no  semblant  of  royaltee, 
But  All  of  padent  benignitee, 
Discreet  and  prydeles,  ay  honorable,    990 
And  to  hir  housbonde  ever  meke  and 
stable. 

Men  speke  of  Job  and  most  for  his  hnm- 

blesse. 
As  clerkes,  whan  hem  list,  can  wel  endyte. 
Namely  of  men,  but  as  in  soothfastneese, 
niogh  clerkes   preyse  wommen    but    a 

lyte,  935 

Ther  can  no  man  in  humblease  him  al^- 

quyte  (88*.)^ 

As  wonmian  can,  ne  can  ben  half  so  trewe 
As  wommen  been,  but  it  be  falle  of-newe. 

[PartSexia,] 

Fro  Boloigne  is  this  eri  of  Banik  oome. 
Of  which  the  fame  up-epran^  to  more  and 

lesse,  940 

And  in  the  peples  eres  alle  and  some 
Was  couth  eek,  that  a  newe  mftrtiscww 
He  with  him  broghte,  in  swich  ponnpe  and 

riohesse, 
That  never  was  ther  s^yn  with  mannes  y4 
So  noble  ami^  in  al  West  Lumbaxdye.  945 

The  markis,  which  that  shoop  and  knew 
al  this,  (890) 

£r  that  this  erl  was  oome,  sentehis  message 
For  thllke  sely  povre  Grisildis ; 
And  she  with  humble  herte  and  glad 
visage,  940 

Nat  with  no  swollen  thoght  in  hir  corage. 
Cam  at  his  heste,  and  on  hir  knees  hir 


And  reverently  and  wysly  she  himgrette. 

*  Orisild,'  quod  he,  *  my  wHle  is  outer^. 
This  mayden,  that  shal  wedded  been  to  me, 
Beoeyved  be  to-merwe  as  royally  95s 
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As  it  poflsible  is  in  msm  hoiiB  to  be.    (900) 
And  eek  that  eveiy  wight  in  his  degree 
Have  his  estaat  in  sitting  and  servyse 
And  heigh  plesaonce,  as  I  can  best  devyse. 

I  have  no  wommen  snffisaont  cortayn  960 
The  ohambres  for  t*arraye  in  ordinaonce 
After  mj  Inst,  and  therfor  volde  I  fayn 
That  thyn  were  al  swioh  maner  govem- 

annoe; 
Thoa  knowest  eek  of  old  al  my  plesaunce ; 
Though  thyn  anray  be  badde  and  yrel 

biseye,  965 

Do  thou  thy  devoir  at  the  leeste  weye.'  (910) 

*Nat  only, lord,  that  lam  gIad,*qnod  she, 
'  To  doon  yonr  lost,  bnt  I  de^yre  also 
Tow  for  to  serve  and  plese  in  my  degree 
With-oaten  feynting,  and  shal  evermo.  970 
Ne  never,  for  no  wele  ne  no  wo, 
Ne  shal  the  gostwith-in  myn  hertestente 
To  love  yow  best  with  al  mj  trewe  entente.' 

And  with  that  word  she  gan  the  hons  to 

dighte. 
And  tables  for  to  sette  and  beddes  make ; 
And  peyned   hir   to  doon  si  that   she 

mighte,  (920)  976 

Preying  the  chambereres,  for  goddes  sake, 
To  hasten  hem,  and  faste  swepe  and  shake  ] 
And  she,  the  moste  servisablo  of  alle, 
Hath  every  ohambre  arrayed  and  hishaUe. 

Abcmten  nndem  gan  this  erl  alighte,  981 

That  with  him  broghte  thise  noble  child- 
ren twQye, 

For  which  the  peple  ran  to  seen  the  sighte 

Of  hir  amy,  so  richely  biseye; 

And  than  at  erst  amongee  hem  th^y  sejre, 

That  Walter  was  no  fool,  thogh  that  him 
leste  (930)  986 

To  ohannge  his  wjrf,  for  it  was  for  the  beste. 

For  she  is  fairer,  as  they  demen  alio, 
Than  is  Grisild,  and  more  tendre  of  age. 
And   fairer   findt   bitwene  hem  sholde 

falle,  990 

And  more  plesant,  for  hir  heigh  linage  ; 
Hir  brother  eek  so  fair  was  of  visage, 
That  hem  to  seen  the  peple  hath  canght 

plesannoe, 
Commending  now  the  markis   govem- 

annoe. — 


Auttor.  *  O  stormy  peple !  tmsad  and  ever 
nntrewe !  (939)  995 

Ay  nndiscreet  and  ohannging  as  a  vane, 

Delyting  ever  in  rmnbel  that  is  newe. 

For  lyk  the  mone  ay  wexe  ye  and  wane ; 

Ay  fbl  of  clapping,  dero  y-nogh  a  jane ; 

Yonr  doom  is  fhls,  your  oonstance  yvel 
preveth,  1000 

A  fal  greet  fool  is  he  that  on  yow  leveth ! ' 

Thns  seyden  sadde  folk  in  that  citee, 
Whan  ^lat  the  peple  gased  np  and  donn, 
For  they  were  glad,  right  for  the  noveltee, 
To  han  a  newe  lady  of  hir  tonn.  1005 

Na>more  of  this  make  I  now  mencioon ; 
Bat  to  Grisilde  agayn  wol  I  me  dresse,  (951) 
And  telle  hir  constanceand  hir  bisinesse. — 

Fnl  bisy  was  Grisilde  in  eveiy  thing 
That  to  the  feste  was  apertinent ;        loio 
Right  noghtwas  she  abaystof  hir  clothing, 
Thongh  it  were  rude  and  somdel  eek  to* 

rent. 
Bnt  with  glad  chere  to  the  yate  is  went, 
With  other  folk,  to  grete  the  markinesBe, 
And  after  that  doth  forth  hir  bisinesse.  1015 

With  so  glad  chere  hisgestesshereceyveth, 
And  conningly,  everich  in  his  degree,  (961) 
That  no  defante  no  man  aperceyveth  ; 
Bnt  ay  they  wondren  what  she  mighte  be 
That  in  so  povre  array  was  for  to  see,  loao 
And  conde  swich  hononr  and  reverence ; 
And  worthily  they  preisen  hir  prudence. 

In  al  this  mene  whyle  she  ne  stente 
This  mayde  and  eek  hir  brother  to  com- 

mende 
With  al  hir  herte,  in  ftd  benigne  entente. 
So  wel,  that  no   man  conde   hir  prys 

amende.  (970)  1036 

Bnt  atte  laste,  whan  that  thiae  lordes 

wende 
To  sitten  donn  to  mete,  he  gan  to  oaUe 
Grisilde,  as  she  was  bisy  in  his  halla 

'Grisilde,'  qnod  he,  as  it  were  in  his 
pley,  1030 

*  How  lyketh  thee  my  wyf  and  hir  beantee  ? ' 

'Bight  weV  qnod  she,  'my  lord;  for,  in 
good  fey, 

A  fairer  say  I  never  noon  than  she. 

I  prey  to  god  yeve  hir  prosperitee ;     1034 
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And  BO  hope  I  tkat  he  wol  to  yow  aende 
Flesanoe  y-nogh  nn-to  your  lyres  ende. 

0  thi2ig  biseke  I  yaw  and  wame  also,  (981) 
That  ye  ne  prikke  with  no  tormentinge 
This  tendre  mayden,  as  yo  han  don  mo ; 
For  she  is  fostred  in  hir  norishinge     1040 
More  tendrely,  and,  to  my  snpposinge, 
She  coude  nat  adversitee  endure 

As  conde  a  povre  fostred  oreatnre.' 

And  whan  this  Walter  say  hir  pacienoe, 
Hir  glade  chere  and  no  malioe  at  al,  1045 
And  he  so  ofte  had  doon  to  hir  olFenoe,(99u) 
And  she  ay  sad  and  constant  as  a  wbI^ 
Continuing  eyer  hir  innocence  overal, 
This  sturdy  maikis  gan  his  herte  dresse 
To  rewen  up-on  hir  wyfly  stedfikstnesse.  1050 

*This  is  y-nogh,  Orisilde  myn,'  quod  he, 
'  Be  now  na-more  agast  ne  yvel  apayed  ; 

1  have  thy  feith  and  thy  benignitee, 
As  wel  as  ever  womman  was,  assayed. 

In  greet  estaat,  and  povreliche  arrayed.  1055 

Now  knowe  I,   dere  wyf,   thy  stedfast- 

nesse,* —  (1000) 

And  hir  in  armes  took  and  gan  hir  kesse. 

And  she  for  wonder  took  of  it  no  keep  ; 
She  herde  nat  what  thing  he  to  hir  seyde; 
She  ferde  as  she  had  stert  out  of  a  sleep, 
Til  she  out  of  hir  masednesse  abreyde.  106 1 
'Qriailde,'  quod  he,  'by  god  that  for  us 

deyde. 
Thou  art  my  wyf,  ne  noon  other  I  have, 
Ne  never  hadde,  as  god  my  sonle  save ! 

This  is  thy  doghter  which  thou  hast  sup- 
posed 1065 

To  be  my  wyf;  that  other  feithAilly  (loio) 

Shal  be  myn  heir,  as  I  have  ay  purposed ; 

Thou  bare  him  in  thy  body  trewely. 

At  Boloigne  have  I  kept  hem  prively ;  1069 

Tak  hem  agayn,  for  now  maystow  nat 
seye 

That  thou  hast  lorn  non  of  thy  children 
tweya 

And  folk  that  otherweyes  han  seyd  of  me, 
I  warne  hem  wel  that  I  have  doon  tiiis 

dede 
For  no  malioe  ne  for  no  orueltee,        1074 


But  for  t'  assaye  in  thee  thy  wommanhede, 
And  nat  to  sleen  my  children,  god  for- 
bede!  (looo) 

But  for  to  kepe  hem  prively  and  stille. 
Til  I  thy  purpos  knewe  and  al  thy  wille;* 

Whan  she  this  herde,  aswowne  doon  she 

fUleth  1079 

For  pitous  joye,  and  after  hir  swoiwningci 

She  bothe  hir  yonge  children  un-to  hir 

oaUeth, 
And  in  hir  armes,  pitonsly  wepinge, 
Embraceth  hem,  and  tendiely  kiasinge 
Ful  lyk  a  mooder,  with  hir  salte  teres  1084 
She  batheth  bothe  hir  visage  and  hir  herea 

O,  which  a  pitous  thing  it  was  to  see  (lojo) 
Hir  swowning,  and  hir  humble  Toys  to 

here! 
^Qrauntmercy,  lord,  that  ihanke  I  yow,' 

quod  she, 
'That  ye  han  saved  me  my  children  dere! 
Now  rekke  I  never  to  ben  deed  rigbt 

here;  109U 

Sith  Istondeinyour  love  and  inyour  grace, 
No  fors  of  death,  ne  whan  my  spirit  paoei 

O  tendre,  o  dere,  o  yonge  children  myne. 
Your  wofttl  mooder  wende  stedfastly  1094 
That  cruel  houndes  or  som  foul  vermyne 
Hadde  eten  yow ;  but  god,  of  his  meccy. 
And  your  benigne  fader  tendrely  ( 1041 1 
Hath  doon  yow  kept ; '  and  in  that  same 

stounde 
Al  sodeynly  she  swapte  adoon  to  groonda 

And  in  her  swoogh  so  sadly  holdeth  she 
Hir  children  two,  whan  she  gan  hem 

t'embraoe,  not 

That  with  greet  sleighte  and  gxeet  diffi- 

cultee 
The  children  from  hir  arm  they  gonne 

araoe.  (n>47) 

O  many  a  teer  on  many  a  pitous  fkoe  1TC4 
Doun  ran  of  hem  that  stoden  hir  bisyde : 
Unnethe  abouten  hir  mights  thi&y  abyde. 


Walter  hir  gladeth,  and  hir  aorwe  daketh; 
She  ryseth  up,  abajrsed,  from,  hir  trannce, 
And  every  wight  hir  joye  andfestemaketb. 
Til  she  hath  caught  agi^yn  hir  oonten- 
aunce.  iiiu 
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Walter  hir  dooih  so  feithfdlly  plesaimoe, 
That  it  -WAS  deyntee  for  to  seen  the  chere 
Bitwixehem  two,  now  they  ben  mety-fere. 

Thise  ladyeB,  whan  that  they  hir  tyme  say, 
Han  taken  hir,  and  in-to  ohambre  goon, 
And  Btrepen  hir  ont  of  hirmde  array,(  1060) 
And  in  a  cloth  of  gold  that  brighte  shoon, 
With  a  coionne  of  many  a  riche  stoon 
Up-on  hir  heed,  they  inH;o  halle  hir 
broghte,  11 19 

And  ther  she  was  honoured  as  hir  oghte. 

Thus  hath  this  pitons  day  a  blisfnl  ende. 
For  every  man  and  womman  dooth  his 

might 
Thia  day  in  mnrthe  and  revel  to  dispende 
TQ  on  the  welkne  shoon  the  sterres  light. 
Pormore  solempne  in  every  mannes sight 
Thi8festewaB,andgretterofoostage,  1126 
Than  was  the  revel  of  hir  manage.   (1071 ) 

Pnl  many  a  yeer  in  heigh  prosperitee 
Liven  thise  two  in  oonoord  and  in  reste. 
And  richely  his  doghter  maried  he     1130 
Un-to  a  lord,  oon  of  the  worthieste 
Of  al  Itaille  ;  and  than  in  pees  and  reste 
His  wyyes  fader  in  his  court  he  kepeth. 
Til  that  the  sonle  ont  of  his  body  crepeth. 

His  sone  sncoedeth  in  his  heritage       X135 
In  reste  and  pees,  after  his  fader  day ;  ( 1080) 
And  fortnnat  was  eek  in  manage, 
Al  patte  he  nat  his  wyf  in  greet  assay. 
This  world  is  nat  so  strong,  it  is  no  nay, 
As  it  hath  been  in  olde  tymes  yore,     1140 
And  herkneth  what  this  anctonr  seith 
therfore. 

This  storie  is  seyd,  nat  for  that  wyves 

sholde 
Folwen  Gkisilde  as  in  hnmilitee. 
For  it  were  importable,  though  they  wolde ; 
Bnt  for  that  every  wight,  in  his  degree,  1 145 
Sholde  be  constant  in  adversitee  (1090) 
As  was  Orisilde;  therfor  Petrark  wryteth 
This  storie,  which  with  heigh  stylo  he 

endytoth. 

For,  sith  a  womman  was  so  pacient    1149 
Un-to  a  mortal  man,  wel  more  ns  oghte 
Beoeyven  al  in  gzee  that  god  ns  sent ; 


For  greet  skile  is,  he  prevethat  he  wroghte. 
Bat  he  ne  temptethno  man  that  heboghte, 
As  seith  seint  Jamie,  if  ye  his  pistel  rede ; 
He  preveth  folk  al  day,  it  is  no  drsde,  x  155 

And  snffreth  ns,  as  for  our  oxoercy8e,(iioo) 
With  sharpe  scourges  of  adversitee 
Fnl  ofbe  to  be  bete  in  sondry  wyse ; 
Nat  for  to  knowe  our  wil,  for  oertes  he, 
£r  we  were  bom,  knew  al  our  freletee ;  1 160 
And  for  our  beete  is  al  his  govemaunoe ; 
Lat  us  than  live  in  vertuous  sai&annce.* 

But  o  word,  lordinges,  herkneth  er  I  go : — 
It  were  fol  hard  to  finde  now  a  dayes  ( 1 108) 
In  al  a  toun  Grisildes  three  or  two ;  ix<^ 
For,  if  that  they  were  put  toswiohe  assayes, 
The  gold  of  hem  hath  now  so  badde  alayes 
With  bras,  that  thogh  the  coyne  be  fair 

at  ye. 
It  wolde  rather  breste  a-two  than  plye. 

For  which  heer,  for  the  wyves  love  of 
Bathe,  1170 

Whos  lyf  and  al  hir  secte  god  mayntene 
In  heigh  maistrye,  and  ellee  were  it  scathe, 
I  wol  with  lusty  herte  iVesshe  and  grene 
Seyn  yow  a  song  to  glade  yow,  I  wene. 
And  lat  us  stinte  of-emeetf^  matere : — 
Herkneth  my  song,  that  seith  in  this 
manere.  (n^)  1176 

I«envoy  de  Chancer. 
Oxisilde  is  deed,  and  eek  hir  pacience, 
And  bothe  atones  buried  in  Itaille ; 
For  which  I  ciye  in  open  audience. 
No  wedded  roan  so  hardy  be  t'assaille  1 180 
His  wyves  pacience,  in  hope  to  finde 
Grisildes,  for  in  certein  he  shall  faille  ! 


*  It  teemt  to  have  been  Chftuoer*B  intention^ 
in  thejirit  inftattcr,  to  end  this  Tale  here.  Hence, 
wejind,  in  MSS.  B.  Hn.  Cm.  Dd.,  the  /oUowinff 
ffemtine,  but  rejected  stanza,  suitable /or  insertion 
at  this  point  :-^ 

Bihold  the  merye  wordea  of  the  Ho8te« 

This  worthy  Clerk,  whan  ended  was  bia  tale. 

Our  hoste  soyde,  and  Bwoor  by  goddea  bones, 

'  Ma  were  lever  than  a  barel  ale 

My  wyf  at  hoom  had  herd  this  legende  ones ; 

This  is  a  gentil  tale  for  the  nonee, 

Ab  to  my  pnrpos,  wlate  ye  my  wiile : 

But  thing  that  wol  nat  be,  lat  it  be  stille/ 

Here  endeth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk 
ofOxenford. 
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O  noble  ^wyves,  fnl  of  hei^h  pradenoe, 
Lat  noon  hnmilitee  your  tongenaille,  1184 
Ne  lat  no  clerk  have  canse  or  diligence 
To  wryte  of  yow  a  storie  of  Bwich  mervaille 
As  of  Grisildis  pacient  and  Idnde ;  (1x31) 
Lest  Chicheyache  yow  sweiwe  in  liir  en- 
traille ! 

Eolweth  Ekko,  that  holdeth  no  silence, 
But  evere  answereth  at  the  conntretaiUe ; 
Beth  nat  hidaffed  for  your  innocence,  1 191 
Bat  sharply  tak  on  yow  the  goremaille. 
Emprinteth  wel  this  lesson  in  yonr  minde 
Por  commnne  profit,  sith  it  may  availle. 

Ye  archewjrves,  stondeth  at  defence,  1195 
Sinye  be  strong^  as  is  a  greet  oanudlle;  ( 1 140) 
NesufiVeth  nat  that  men  yow  doon  offence. 
And  sclendre  wyves,  feble  as  in  bataiUB, 


Beth  egre  as  is  a  tygre  yond  in  Inde ; 
Aydappeth  as  a  mille,  I  yow  consailla  i aoo 

Ne  dreed  hem  nat,  do  hem  no  reverence  ; 
For  thongh  thyn  hoosbonde  armed  be  izt 


The  arwea  of  thy  crabbed  doqnenoe 
Shal  perce  his  brest,  and  eek  hisaventaille ; 
In  jaloni^e  I  rede  eek  thon  him  binde,  1205 
And  thou  shalt  make  him  oonohe  as  dooth 
aqnaille.  (ii5>) 

If  thou  be  fair,  ther  folk  ben  in  presence 
Shew  thou  thy  visage  and  thyn  apparaiUe ; 
If  thou  be  fonl,  be  free  of  thy  dispence,  1209 
To  gete  thee  freendee  ay  do  thy  traviaUe  ; 
Be  ay  of  chere  as  light  as  leaf  on  linde, 
And  lat  him  care,  and  wepe,  and  wringe, 
andwaillel  (115Q 


Here  endeth  the  Clerk  of  Ozonford  his  Tale* 


THE   MERCHANT'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Blarchantes  Tale, 


*Wxpixo  and  wayling,  care,  and  other 

sorwe 
I  know  y-nogh,  on  even  and  a-morwe,* 
Quod  the  Marchaont, '  and  so  don  othere 

mo  1215 

That  wedded  been,  I  trowe  that  it  be  so. 
For,  wel  I  woot,  it  fitureth  so  with  me. 
I  have  a  wyf,  the  worste  that  may  be ; 
For  thogh  the  feend  to  hir  y-conpled  were. 
She  wolde  him  overmacche,  I  dar  wel 

Bwere.  1230 

What  sholde  I  yow  reheroe  in  special 
Hir  hye  malice?  she  is  a  shrewe  at'aL  (10) 
Ther  is  a  long  and  laige  difference 
Bltwix  Grisildis  grete  pacience 
And  of  my  wyf  the  passing  cmeltee.   1225 
Were  I  nnbonnden,  al-so  moot  I  thee ! 
I  wolde  never  eft  comen  in  the  snare. 
We  wedded  men  live  in  sorwe  and  care  ; 


Assajre  who-so  wol,  and  he  shal  finde 
I  seye  sooth,  by  seint  Thomas  of  Inde,  1230 
As  for  the  more  part,  I  sey  nat  alle. 
GkNl  shilde  that  it  sholde  so  biialle  !  (201 
A !  good  sir  boost !  I  have  y-wedded  be 
Thise  monthes  two,  and  more  nat,  pardee ; 
And  yet,  I  trowe,  he  that  all  his  lyve  1235 
Wyflees  hath  been,  thongh  that  men  wolde 

himryve 
Un-to  the  herte,  ne  conde  in  no  manere 
Tellen  so  mochel  sorwe,  as  I  now  here 
Conde  tellen  of  my  wyves  carsednesse  !  * 

*  Now,'  qnod  our  hoost,  *  Marohannt,  so 

god  yow  blesse,  1240 

Sin  ye  so  muohel  knowen  of  that  art» 
Fnl  hertely  I  pray  yow  telle  ns  part'  (30) 

*  Gladly,'  quod  he,  *  bat  of  myn  owene 

sore. 
For  sory  herte,  I  telle  may  na-more.'  1244 
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THE    MARCHANTES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Marchantes  Tale. 


Whtlom  ther  wasdweUinge  in  Lumbardye 
A  worthy  knight,  that  bom  was  of  Pavye, 
In  which  ho  lived  in  greet  proeperitee ; 
And  sixty  yeer  a  wyflees  man  was  he, 
And  folwed  ay  his  bodily  delyt 
Onwommen,  ther-aswashisappetyt,  1250 
As  doon  thise  foles  that  ben  seculeer. 
And  whan  that  he  was  passed  sixty  yeer, 
Were  it  for  holinesse  or  for  dotage, 
lean  natseye,  bat  swich  agreet  corage,  (10) 
Hadde  this  knight  to  been  a  wedded  man, 
That  day  and  night  he  dooth  al  that  he  can 
Tespyen  where  he  mighte  wedded  be; 
Preyinge  onr  lord  to  granten  him,  that  he 
Mig^hte  ones  knowe  of  thilke  blisfnl  lyf 
That  is  bitwixe  an  honsbond  and  his  wyf ; 
And  for  to  live  under  that  holy  bond     1361 
With  which   that   frst  god   man   and 

wommanbond. 
*  Non  other  lyf,'  seyde  he,  *  is  worth  a  bene ; 
For  wedlok  is  so  oay  and  so  dene,        (ao) 
That  in  this  world  it  is  a  paradys.*      U65 
Thus  s^yde  this  olde  knight,  that  was  so 

W3r8. 
And  oerteinly,  as  sooth  as  god  is  king, 
To  take  a  wyf,  it  is  a  glorious  thing, 
And  namely  whan  a  man  is  old  and  hoor ; 
Thanneisawyfthefroitofhistresor.  1270 
Than  sholde  he  take  a  y ong  wyf  and  a  feir. 
On  which  he  mighte  engendren  him  an 

heir, 
And  lede  his  lyf  in  joye  and  in  solas, 
Wher^M  thise  bacheleres  singe  *  alias,'  (30) 
Whan  that  they  finden  any  adversitee  1275 
In  love,  which  nis  but  childish  vanitee. 
And  trewely  it  sit  wel  to  be  so. 
That  bacheleres  have  often  peyne  and  wo ; 
On  brotel  ground  they  builde,  and  brotel- 

nease  1279 

SThey  ^de,  whan  they  wene  sikamesse. 


They  live  but  as  a  brid  or  as  a  beste, 
In  libertee,  and  under  non  areste, 
Ther-as  a  wedded  man  in  his  estaat 
Liveth  a  lyf  blisful  and  ordinaat,         (40) 
Under  the  yok  of  manage  y-bounde ;    1 385 
Wel  may  his  herte  in  joye  and  blisse 

habounde. 
For  who  can  be  so  buxom  as  a  wyf? 
Who  is  so  trewe,  and  eek  so  ententyf 
To  kepe  him,  syk  and  hool,  as  is  his  make? 
For  wele  or  wo,  she  wol  him  nat  forsake. 
She  nis  nat  wery  him  to  love  and  serve, 
Thogh  that  he  lye  bedrede  til  he  sterve. 
And  yet  somme  derkes  seyn,  it  nis  nat  so, 
Of  whiche  he,  Theofraste,  is  oon  of  tho.  (50) 
What  force  thoughTheofraste  liste  lye  ?  1 295 
'Ne  take  no  wyf,'  quod  he,  'for  hous- 

bondiye. 
As  for  to  spare  in  houshold  thy  dispence; 
A  trewe  servant  dooth  more  diligence, 
Thy  good  to  kepe,  than  thyn  owene  wyf. 
For  she  wol  dayme  half  part  alhir  lyf;  1300 
And  if  that  thou  be  syk,  so  god  me  save, 
Thy  verray  frendes  or  a  trewe  knave 
Wol  kepe  thee  bet  than  she  that  waitethay 
After  thy  good,  and  hath  don  many  a  day.' 
And    if  thou    take   a  wyf  un-to  thyn 
hold,  (61)  [T.  onu 

Ful    lightly    maystow    been     a    coke- 
wold.  1306  [T.  onK 
This  sentence,  and  an  hundred  thinges 

worse, 
Wxyteth  this  man,  ther  god  his  bones 

corse! 
But  take  no  kepe  of  al  swich  vanitee ; 
Deffye  Theofraste  and  herke  me.         1310 

A  wyf  is  goddes  yifle  verraily  j 
Alle  other  maner  yiftes  hardily, 
As  londes,  rentes,  pasture,  or  commune. 
Or  moebles,  alle  ben  yiftes  of  fortune,  (70} 
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That  passen  as  a  sliadwe  npon  a  wal.   1315 
Bat  dredelees,  if  pleynly  speke  I  shal, 
A  DTyf  wol  laste,  and  in  thyn  hona  endure, 
Wei  longer  than  thee  list,  parayentore. 

Mariage  is  a  fill  gret  sacrement ; 
He  which  that  hath  no  vyf,  I  holde  him 

shent ;    *  13M 

He  liyeth  helplees  and  al  desolat, 
I  speke  of  folk  in  secnler  estaat. 
And  herke  why,  I  sey  nat  this  for  noght,(79) 
That  womman  is  for  mannes  help  y-wroght. 
The  hye  god,  whan  he  hadde  Adam  maked. 
And  sangh  him  al  allone,  bely-naked,  1326 
God  of  his  grete  goodnesse  seyde  than, 
*  Lat  US  now  make  an  help  nn-to  this  man 
lyk  to  him-self ;'  and  thanne  he  made 

him  Eve.  1329 

Heer  may  ye  se,  and  heer-by  may  ye  preve, 
That  wyf  is  mannes  help  and  his  confort, 
His  paradys  terrestre  and  his  disport 
So  buxom  and  so  yertnons  is  she. 
They  moste  nedes  live  in  unitee.  (90)  1334 
O  flesh  they  been,  and  o  flesh,  as  I  gesse, 
Hath  bntonherte,  in  wele  and  in  distresse. 

A  wyf!  a !  Seinte  Karie,  hericUe! 
How  mighte  a  man  han  any  adversitee 
That  hath  a  wyf?  certos,  I  can  nat  seye.  1339 
The  blisse  which  that  is  bitwixe  hem  tweye 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle,  or  herte  thinke. 
If  he  be  povre,  she  helpeth  him  to  swinke ; 
She  kepeth  his  good,  and  wasteth  never 

a  doel ; 
Al  that  hir  honsbonde  lust,  hir  lyketh 

weel ;  (100) 

She  seith  not  ones  '  nay,*  when  he  seith 

*ye-*  1345 

'  Do  this,'  seith  he ;  '  al  redy,  sir,'  seith  she. 
O  blisful  ordre  of  wedlok  precious, 
Thou  art  so  mery,  and  oek  so  vertuons, 
And  so  commended  and  approved  eek, 
That  every  man  that  halt  him  worth  a 

leak,  X350 

Up-on  his^bare  knees  oghte  al  his  lyf 
Th^ken  his  god  that  him  hath  sent  a 

wyf; 
Or  elles  preye  to  god  him  for  to  sende 
A  wyf,  to  laste  un-to  his  lyves  ende.  (no) 
For  thanne  his  lyf  is  set  in  sikemesse ;  1355 
He  may  nat  be  deceyved,  as  I  gesse. 
So  that  he  werke  after  his  wyves  reed ; 
Than  may  he  boldly  beren  up  his  heed, 


They  been  so  trcwe  and  thor-witii-al  so 

wyso; 
For  which,  if  thou  wolt  werken  as  the 

wyse,  1360 

Do  alwey  so  as  wommen  wol  thee  rede. 
Lo,  how  that  Jacob,  as  thise  clerkes 

rede. 
By  good  conseil  of  his  moder  Rebekke, 
Bond  the  kides  skin  aboute  his  nekke ;  ( i  ao) 
Thurgh  which  his  fadres  benisoan  he  wan. 

Lo,  Judith,  as  the  stone  eek  telle  can, 
By  wys  conseil  she  goddes  peple  kepte. 
And  slow  him,  Olofemus,  whyl  he  sLepte. 
Lo  Abigayl,  by  good  conseil  how  she  1369 
Saved  hir  housbond  Nabal,  whan  that  he 
Sholde  han  be  slayn ;  and  loke,  Ester  also 
By  good  conseil  delivered  out  of  wo 
The  peple  of  god,  and  made  him,  Ifar- 

doohee. 
Of  Assuere  enhaunced  for  to  be.  (13^) 

Ther  nis  no-thing  in  gree  superlatyf^  1375 
As  seith  Senek,  above  an  humble  wyf. 

Sufire  thy  wyves  tonge,  as  Caton  bit ; 
She  shal  comande,  and  thou  shalt  suifren 

it; 
And  yet  she  wol  oboyo  of  ourteisye. 
A  wyf  is  keper  of  thyn  housbondiye ;  2380 
Wei  may  the  syke  man  biwaiUe  and  wepe, 
Ther-as  ther  nis  no  wyf  the  hous  to  kepcw 
I  wame  thee,  if  wysly  thou  wolt  wirehe, 
Love  wel  thy  wyf,  as  Crist  loveth  his 

ohirche.  (140)  1584 

If  thou  lovest  thy-self,  thoulovest  thy  wyf; 
No  man  hateth  his  flesh,  but  in  his  lyf 
He  fostreth  it,  and  therfore  bidde  I  thee, 
Oherisse  thy  wyf,  or  thou  shalt  never  thee. 
Housbond  and  wyf,  what  so  men  jape  or 

pleye, 
Of  worldly  folk  holden  the  siker  weye  71590 
They  been  so  knit,  ther  may  noon  hann 

bityde : 
And  namely,  up-on  the  wyves  ^yde. 
For  which  this  Januarie,  of  whom  I  tolde, 
Considered  hath,  inwithhis  daye8olde,(i5o) 
The  lusty  lyf,  the  vertuons  qoiete,        1395 
That  is  in  mariage  hony-swete ; 
And  for  his  fteendes  on  a  day  he  sente, 
Totellen  hem  th'effect  of  his  entente. 
With  fiMse  sad,  his  tale  he  hath  hem 

told ;  1599 

He  seyde,  *  freendes,  I  am  hoor  and  old. 
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And  almost^  god  wot,  on  my  piites  brinke ; 
Up-on  my  soole  somwhat  moste  I  ihinke. 
I  have  my  body  folily  despended ;       (159) 
Blessed  be  god,  that  it  shalbeen  amended ! 
For  I  wol  be,oerteyn,  a  wedded  man,  1405 
And  that  anoon  in  al  the  haste  I  can, 
Un-to  Bom  mayde  tait  and  tendre  of  aga 
I  prey  yow,  ahapeth  for  my  manage 
Al  sodeynly,  for  I  wol  nat  abyde ; 
And  I  wol  fonde  t'espyen,  on  my  q^e,  1410 
To  whom  I  may  be  wedded  hastily. 
Bat  for«s>mnche  as  ye  ben  mo  than  I, 
Ye  shnllen  rather  swich  a  thing  espyen 
Than  I,  and  wher  me  best  were  to  aUyen. 
Bat  o  thing  wame  I  yow,  my  freendes 

dere,  (171)  1415 

I  wol  non  old  W3rf  han  in  no  manere. 
She  shal  nat  pease  twenty  yeer,  certayn ; 
Old  fish  and  yong  flesh  wolde  I  have  fol 

fkyn. 
Bet  is,'  qaod  he,  *  a  pyk  than  a  pikerel ; 
And  bet  than  old  boef  is  the  tendre  veel. 
I  wol  no  womman  thritty  yeer  of  age,  1421 
It  is  but  bene-straw  and  greet  forage. 
And  eek  thise  olde  widwes,  god  it  woot, 
They  oonne  so  mochel  crafb  on  Wades 

boot,  (180) 

So  mnchel  broken  harm,  whan  that  hem 

leste,  1425 

That  with  hem  sholde  I  never  live  in  rests. 
For  sondxy  sooles  maken  sotil  clerkis  ; 
Womman  of  manye  sooles  half  a  olerk  is. 
Bat  certeynly  t  a  yong  thing  may  men  gye, 
Bight  as  men  may  warm  wex  with  handes 

plye.  1430 

Wherfore  I  sey  yow  pleynly,  in  a  olaose, 
I  wol  non  old  wyf  han  right  for  this 

canse.  (188) 

For  if  so  were,  I  hadde  swich  misohaonoe, 
That  I  in  hir  ne  ooude  han  no  plesannoe, 
Thanne  sholde  I  lede  my  lyf  in  avontiye, 
And  go  streight  to^the  devel,  whan  I  dye. 
Ne  children  sholde  I  none  ap-on  hir  geten; 
Yet  were  me  lever  hoandes  had  me  eten, 
Than  that  myn  heritage  sholde  falle  1439 
In  straonge  hand,  and  this  I  tell  yow  aUe. 
I  dote  nat,  I  woot  the  cause  why 
Men  sholde  wedde,  and  forthermoxe  wot  I, 
Ther  speketh  many  a  man  of  manage. 
That  woot  na-more  of  it  than  woot  my 

page,  (aoo)  1444 


For  whiohe  oanses  man  sholde  take  a  wy£ 
If  he  ne  may  nat  liven  ohast  his  lyf, 
Take  him  a  wyf  with  greet  devocioun, 
By-oaose  of  leveftd  procreaoionn 
Of  children,  to  th'onoor  of  god  above. 
And  nat  only  for  pMttmoar  or  love ;    1450 
And  for  they  sholde  lecheiye  eschae, 
And  yelde  hir  dettes  whan  that  they  ben 

dae; 
Or  for  that  ech  of  hem  sholde  helpen 

other  (309) 

In  mesohief;  as  a  snster  shal  the  brother ; 
And  live  in  chastitee  ful  holily.  1455 

Bat  sires,  by  yoor  leve,  that  am  nat  I. 
For  god  be  thanked,  I  dar  make  avaont, 
I  fele  my  limes  stark  and  suffisaunt 
To  do  al  that  a  man  bilongeth  to ; 
I  woot  my-selven  best  what  I  may  do.  1460 
Though  I  be  hoor,  I  fare  as  dooiJi  a  tree 
That  blosmeth  er  that  fnyt  y-wozen  be ; 
A  blosmy  tree  nis  neither  dj:ye  ne  deed. 
I  fele  me  nowher  hoor  bat  on  myn  heed ; 
Myn  herte  and  alle  my  limes  been  as 

grene  {221)  1465 

As  lanrer  thorgh  the  yeer  is  for  to  sene. 
And  sin  that  ye  han  herdal  myn  entente, 
I  prey  yow  to  my  wil  ye  wole  assente.' 

Diverse  men  diversely  him  tolde 
Of  manage  manye  eiisamples  olde.     1470 
Somme  blamed  it,  somme   preysed   it. 


Bat  atte  laste,  shortly  for  to  seyn, 
As  al  day  faUeth  altercacioon  1473 

Bitwizen  freendes  in  dispatisoon,      (230) 
Ther  fil  a  stryf  bitwise  his  bretheren  two, 
Of  whiche  that  oon  was  doped  Placebo, 
Jastinns  soothly  called  was  that  other. 
Placebo  seyde,  '  o  Janoarie,  brother, 
Fol  litel  node  had  ye,  my  lord  so  dere, 
Gonseiltoazeof  any  that  IB  here;      1480 
Bat  that  ye  been  so  fol  of  sapience, 
That   yow  ne  lyketh,  for  your   heighe 

pradenoe, 
To  weyven  fro  the  word  of  Salomon. 
This  word  seyde  he  un-to  as  everichon : 
"  Wirk  alle  thing  by  oonseil,"  thus  seyde 

he,  (241)  1485 

"  And  thanne  shaltow  nat  repente  thea'* 
Bat  thoagh  that  Salomon    spak  swich 

a  word, 
Myn  owexie  dere  brother  and  my  lord, 
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So  wiBly  god  my  soule  briiige  at  roste, 
I  hold  yonr  owene  oonseil  is  the  beste.  1490 
For  brother  myn,  of  me  tak  this  xnotyf, 
I  have  now  been  a  ooart-man  al  my  ly£ 
And  god  it  voot,  though  I  unworthy  be, 
I  have  stonden  in  f  al  greet  degree      (350) 
Abouten  lordes  of  f al  heigh  estaat ;     1495 
Yet  hadde  I  never  with  noon  of  hem 

debaat. 
I  never  hem  oontraried,  trewely; 
I  woot  wel  that  my  lord  can  more  than  I. 
What  that  he  seith,  I  holde  it  ferme  and 

stable ; 
I  seye  the  same,  or  elles  thing  semblable. 
A  fal  gret  fool  is  any  oonBeillonr,         1501 
That  serveth  any  lord  of  heigh  honour, 
That  dar  presume,  or  elles  thenken  it, 
That  his  conseil  sholde  passe  his  lordes 

wit.  (a6o) 

Nay,  lordes  been  no  foles,  by  my  foy ;  1505 
Te  han  yoor-selven  shewed  heer  to-day 
So  heigh  sentence,  so  holily  and  weel, 
That  I  consente  and  oonferme  every-deel 
Your  wordes  alle,  and  your  opinioun.  1509 
By  god,  ther  nis  no  man  in  al  this  toun 
N'in  al  Itaille,  that  ooude  bet  han  sayd ; 
Crist  halt  him  of  this  conseil  wel  apayd. 
And  trewely,  it  is  an  heigh  oorage 
Of  any  niian,  that  stapen  is  in  age,      (270) 
To  takeayongwyf ;  bymy&derkin, 
Your  herte  hsjigeth  on  a  joly  pin.       1516 
Doth  now  in  this  matere  right  as  yow 

leste, 
J*or  finally  I  holde  it  for  the  beste.' 

Justinus,  that  ay  stille  sat  and  herde, 
Right  in  this  wyse  to  Placebo  answerde : 
*  Now  brother  myn,  be  pacient,  I  preye. 
Sin  ye  han  seyd,  and  herkneth  what  I 

seye.  152a 

Senek  among  his  othere  wordes  wyse 
Seith,  that  a  man  oghte  him  right  wel 

avyse,  (280) 

To  whom  he    yeveth    his  lond    or  his 

cateL  1525 

And  sin  I  oghte  avjrse  me  right  wel 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  good  awey  fro  me, 
Wel  muchel  more  I  oghte  avysed  be 
To  whom  I  yeve  viy  body ;  for  alwey 
I  wame  yow  wel,  it  is  no  <^ildes  pley  1530 
To  take  a  wyf  wlth-oute  avysement. 
Uen  moste  onquere,  this  is  myn  assent, 


Wher  she  be  wys,  or  sobre,  or  dionke> 

lewe,  (a89) 

Or  proud,  or  elles  other-weys  a  shvewe ; 
Achydester,'or  wastourofthy  good,  15.15 
Or  riche,  or  poore,  or  elles  mannish  wood. 
Al-be-it  so  that  no  man  finden  shal 
Noon  in  this  world  that  trotteth  hodi 

inal, 
Ne  man  ne  beest,  swich  as  men  coode 

devyse ; 
But  natheleee,  it  oghte  y-nonghsuiBse  1540 
With  any  wyf,  if  so  were  that  she  hadde 
Mo  gode  thewes  than  hir  vyoes  badde  ; 
And  al  this  axeth  leyser  for  t'enqueie. 
For  god  it  woot,  I  have  wept  many  a  tere 
Ful  prively,  sin  I  have  had  a  wyfl  (joi)  15^5 
Preyse  who-so  wole  a  wedded  mannes  lyf, 
Certein,  I  finde  in  it  but  cost  and  care, 
And  observances,  of  alle  blisses  bare.  1548 
And  yet,  god  woot,  my  neighebores  abonte, 
And  namely  of  wommen  many  a  route, 
Seyn  that  I  have  the  moste  stedefast  wyf, 
And  eek  the  mekeste  oon  that  bereth  lyf. 
But  I  wot  best  wher  wringeth  me  my 

sho.  (309) 

Ye  mowe,  for  me,  right  as  yowlykelh  do; 
Avyseth  yx>w,  ye  been  a  man  of  age,     1555 
How  that  ye  entren  in-to  martage, 
And  namely  with  a  yong  wyf  and  a  fiur. 
By  him  that  made  water,  erthe,  and  air. 
The  yongest  man  that  is  in  al  this  itmte 
Is  bisy  y-nogh  to  bringen  it  aboute      1560 
To  han  his  wyf  allone,  trusteth  me. 
Ye  shul  nat  plese  hir  fully  yeres  three, 
This  is  to  seyn,  to  doon  hir  ful  plesanneeL 
AwyfazethiHilmanyanobservannoe.  (320) 
I  prey  yow  that  ye  be  nat  yvel  apayd.' 

*  WeV  qnod  this  Januarie,  *  and  hastow 

sayd?  1566 

Straw  for  thy  Senek,  and  for  thy  pro* 

verbes, 
I  oounte  nat  a  ponier  ful  of  herbes 
Of  soole-termes ;  wyser  men  than  thow. 
As  thou  hast  herd,  assenteden  right  now 
To  my  purpos ;  Placebo,  what  sey  ye  V 

*  I  SQye,  it  is  a  cursed  man,'  quod  he, 

'  That  letteth  matrimoine,  sikerly.*    (529) 
And  with  that  word  they  rysen  sod^ynly. 
And  been  assented  fully,  that  he  sholde 
Be  wedded  whanne  him  list  and  wher  be 
wolde.  1576 
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Heigh  fazitafl(7d  and  corioos  buinesse 
Fro  day  to  day  gan  m  the  sonle  impreflse 
Of  Jannarie  abonte  hia  manage. 
Many  fur  shap,  and  many  a  fair  viaage 
Ther  passeth  thnrgh  his  herte,  nifi^t  by 

night  (337)  1581 

As  who-flo  toke  a  mironr  polished  bright, 
And  sette  it  in  a  commnne  market-place, 
Than  sholde  he  see  many  a  figure  paoe 
By  his  mironr ;  and,  in  the  same  wyse, 
Oan  Jannarie  inwith  his  thoght  devyse 
Of  maydens,  whiohe  that  dwelten  him 

bisyde.  1587 

He  wiste  nat  wher  that  he  mighte  abyde. 
For  if  that  oon  have  beaatee  in  hir  face. 
Another  stant  so  in  the  peples  grace  1590 
For  hir  sadnesse,  and  hir  benignitee, 
That  of  the  peple  grettest  yoys  hath  she. 
And  somme  were  riche,  and  hadden  badde 

name.  (349) 

Bnt  natheleefl,  bitwise  emest  and  game, 
He  atte  laste  apoynted  him  on  oon,     1595 
And    leet  alle   othere    &om   his   herte 

goon, 
And  chees  hir  of  his  owene  anctoritee ; 
For  love  is  blind  al  day,  and  may  nat  see. 
And  whan  that  he  was  in  his  bed  y- 

broght. 
He  pnrtreyed,  in  his  herte  and  in  his 

thoght,  1600 

Hir  fresshe  beaatee  and  hir  age  tendre, 
Hir  myddel  smal,  hir  armes  longe  and 

sclendre, 
Hir  wyse  govemannce,  hir  gentillesse, 
Hir  wommanly  beringe  and  hir  sadnesse. 
And  whan    that    he    on    hir  was  oon> 

descended,  (361)  1605 

Him  thonghte  his  chois  mighte  nat  ben 

amended. 
For  whan  that  he  him-self  conolnded 

hadde, 
TTim  thonghte  ech  other  mannes  wit  so 

badde, 
That  inpossible  it  were  to  replye 
Agayn  his  chois,  this  was  his  fa^tasye.  x6io 
His  f^reendes  sente  he  to  at  his  instannce, 
And  preyed  hem  to  doon  him  that  ples- 

aan<^, 
That  hastily  they  wolden  to  him  come ; 
He  wolde  abregge  hir  laboor,  alle  and 
(37P)  1614 


Nedeth  na-more  for  him  to  go  ne  ryde. 
He  was  apoynted  ther  he  wolde  abyde. 

Placebo  cam,  and  eek  his  freendes  sone, 
And  alderfirst  he  bad  hem  alle  a  bone, 
That  noon  of  hem  none  axgnmentes  make 
Agayn  the  pnrpos  which  that  he  hath 

take ;  i6ao 

» Which  pnrpos  was  plesant  to  god,'  seyde 

lie, 
*  And  vemvy  gzonnd  of  his  prosperitee.' 
He  seyde,  ther  was  a  mayden  in  the 

toon. 
Which  that  of  beaatee  hadde  greet  re- 
noon,  (380) 
Al  were  it  so  she  were  of  smal  degree ;  1625 
Snffyseth  him  hir  yoathe  and  hir  beaatee. 
Which  mayde,  he  seyde,  he  wolde  ban  to 

hiswyf, 
To  lede  in  see  and  holinesse  his  lyf. 
And  thanked  god,  that  he  mighte  ban 

hire  al,  1639 

That  no  wight  of  his  blisse  parten  shaL 
And  pr^de  hem  to   labooren    in    this 

nede. 
And  shiHPen  that  he  faille  nat  to  spede ; 
For  thanne,  he  seyde,  his  spirit  was  at  ese. 
^Thanne  is,'  qaod  he,  *  no-thing  may  me 

displese,  (390)  1634 

Save  o  thing  priketh  in  my  conscience, 
The  which  I  wol  reheroe  in  yoor  presence.  ^ 
I  have,'  qnod  he,  *  herd  seyd,  fal  yore 

««o, 
Ther  may  no  man  han  parflte  blisses  two, 
This  is  to  seye,  in    erthe  and  eek   in 

hevene. 
For  though  he  kepe  him  &o  the  sinnes 

sevene,  1640 

And  eek  firom  eveiy  branohe  of  thilke 

tree. 
Yet  is  ther  so  parfit  felicitee. 
And  so  greet  ese  and  lust  in  mariage,  (399) 
That  ever  I  am  agast,  now  in  myn  ago, 
That  I  shal  lede  now  so  mery  a  lyf,     1645 
So  delicat,  with-oaten  wo  and  stryf, 
That  I  shal  have  myn  hevene  in  erthe 

here. 
For  sith  that  veiray  hevene  is  boght  so 

dere. 
With  tribalacioan  and  greet  penaan(>e. 
How  sholde  I  thanne,  that  live  in  swich 

plesaonoe  2650 
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As  alle  -wedded  men  don  with  hir  wjnris, 
Ck>me  to  the  hluse  ther  CriBt  eteme  on 

lyveifl? 
This  is  my  drede,  and  ye,  my  bzetheren 

tweye,  (409) 

Anoilleth  me  this  qnesiionn,  I  preye.' 

JtutinnSi  which  that  hated  his  folye,  1655 
Answerde  anon,  right  in  his  japerye ; 
And  for  he  wolde  his  longe  tale  abregge, 
He  wolde  noon  aaotoritee  allegge,       1658 
3nt  seyde,  '  sire,  so  ther  be  noon  obstacle 
Other  than  this,  god  of  his  hye  mirade 
And  of  his  mercy  may  so  for  yow  wirche, 
That,  er  ye   have  yonr   right   of  holy 

ohirche,  (418) 

Ye  may  i-epente  of  wedded  maimes  lyf. 
In  which  ye  seyn  ther  ia  no  wo  ne  stryf. 
And  elles,  god  forbede  but  he  sente     1665 
A  wedded  man  him  grace  to  repente 
Wei  oite  rather  than  a  sengle  man  I 
And  therfore,  sire,  the  beste  reed  I  can, 
Bispeire  yow  noght,  bat  have  in  yonr 

memorie,  1669 

Farannter  she  may  be  your  pnrgatorie ! 
She  mi^  be  goddes  mene,  and  goddee 

whippe; 
Than  shed  yonr  soule  np  to  hoTene  skippe 
Swifter  than  dooth  an  arwe  ont  of  the 

bowe !  (439) 

I  hope  to  god,  her-afier  shnl  ye  knowe. 
That  their  nis  no  so  greet  felioitee       1675 
In  manage,  ne  never-mo  shal  be. 
That  yow  shal  lette  of  yonr  sayaoioon, 
So  that  ye  use,  as  skile  ia  and  reeoon, 
The  Instes  of  yonr  wsrf  attemprely,      1679 
And  that  ye  plese  hir  nat  to  amorously, 
And  that  ye  kepe  yow  eek  firom  other 

sinne. 
Hy  tale  is  doon : — ^for  my  wit  is  thinne. 
Beth  nat  aga«t  heivof,  my  brother  dere.' — 
(Bat  lat  ns  waden  ont  of  thia  matere.  (440) 
The  Wyf  of  Bathe,  if  ye  han  onderstonde. 
Of  mariage,  which  we  have  on  honde,  1686 
Declared  hath  fdl  wel  in  litel  spaceX — 
*f^areth  now  wel,  god  have  yow  in  his 

grace/ 
And  with  this  word  this  Justin  and  his 

brother 
Han  take  hir  leve,  and  och  of  hem  of 

other.  1690 

For  whan  thfy  sawe  it  moste  nedes  be, 


They  wroghten  so,  by  sly  and  wys  tretcc. 
That  she,  this  mayden,  which  that  Mains 

highte. 
As  hastily  as  ever  that  she  mighte,     (45^) 
Shal  wedded  be  on-to  this  Jannarie.  1695 
I  trowe  it  were  to  longe  yow  to  tarie. 
If  I  yow  tolde  of  every  sent  and  bond. 
By  which  that  she  was  fefled  in  his  lond; 
Or  for  to  herknen  of  hir  riche  amy. 
Bat  finally  y-oomen  is  the  day  1700 

That  to  the  chirohe  bothe  be  th^  went 
For  to  receyve  the  holy  saorement. 
Forth  oomth  the  preest,  with  stole  abonte 

his  nekke,  {4S9) 

And  bad  hir  be  lyk  Sarra  and  Bebekke, 
In  wisdom  and  in  troathe  of  mariage ; 
And  seyde  his  orisons,  as  is  usage,       1706 
And  crouched  hem,  and  bad  god  sholde 

hemblesse. 
And  made  ol  siker  y*nogh  with  holinesse. 
Thus  been  they  wedded  with  solemp- 

nitee, 
And  at  the  feste  sitteth  he  and  she     1710 
With  other  worthy  folk  up-on  the  dsjs. 
Al  ftU  of  joy9  and  blisse  is  the  paleys, 
And  All  of  instroments  and  of  vitaille. 
The  moste  deyntevous  of  al  Itaille.     (470) 
Bifom  hem  stoode  svnche  instruments  of 

soon,  X715 

That  Orpheus,  ne  of  Thebes  Amphioan, 
Ke  maden  never  swich  a  melodye. 
At  every  oouzs  than  cam  loud  minstral- 

cye. 
That  never  tromped  Joab,  for  to  here. 
Nor  he,  Theodomas,  yet  half  so  clere,  1730 
At  Thebes,  whan  the  dtee  was  in  doute. 
Baous  the  wyn  hem  skinketh  al  aboute. 
And  Venus  laugheth  up-on  eveiy  wight. 
For  Janoarie  was  bioome  hir  knight,  (480) 
And  wolde  bothe  aasayen  his  corage    1725 
In  libertee,  and  eek  in  mariage ; 
And  with  hir  fyrbrond  in  hir  hand  abotite 
Daunoeth  bifom  the  bryde  and  al  the 

ZDUte. 
And  oerteiply,  I  dar  right  wel  seyn  this, 
YmenduB,  that  god  of  wedding  is,         17*10 
Sangh  never  his  lyf  so  mery  a  wedded 


Hold  thou  thy  pees,  thou  poete  Ifaician, 
That  wrytest  us  that  like  wedding  muxie 
Of  hir,  Philologye,  and  him,  Mevcurie, 
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And  of  the  songee  that  the  Mumb  songe. 
To  smal  is  bothe  thy  penne,  and  eek  thy 

tonge,  (49a)  «736 

For  to  deeoryven  of  this  manage. 
Whan  tendre  yoathe  hath  wedded  stonp- 

inyage, 
Ther  is  swich  mirthe  that  it  ma^  nat  be 

'writen; 
.Assayeth  it  yoor-self,  than  may  ye  witen 
If  that  I  lye  or  noon  in  this  matere.  1741 
Mains,  that  sit  with  so  benigne  a  chere, 
Hir  to  biholde  it  semed  fayCiyS ;  (499) 
Qafine  Ester  loked  never  with  swich  an  y6 
On  Assner,  so  meke  a  look  hath  she.  1745 
I  may  yow  nat  devyse  al  hir  beautee ; 
Bat  thus  mnohe  of  hir  beautee  telle  I 

may, 
That  she  was  lyk  the  brighte  morwe  of 

May, 
Polflld  of  alle  beautee  and  plesaunce. 

This  Jannarie  is  ravisshed  in  a  trannce 
At  every  time  he  loked  on  hir  face ;     1751 
Bnt  in  his  herte  he  gan  hir  to  manace, 
That  he  that  night  in  axmes  wolde  hir 

streyne 
Harder  than  ever  Paris  dide  Eleyne.  (510) 
But  nathelees,  yet  hadde  he  greet  pitee. 
That  thilke  night  offenden  hir  moete  he ; 
And  thooghte,  'alias !  o  tendre  creatiue  1 
Now  wolde  god  ye  mighte  wel  endure 
Al  my  oorage,  it  is  so  sharp  and  kene ; 
I  am  agust  ye  shnl  it  nat  snstene.       1760 
Bnt  god  forbede  that  I  dide  al  my  might  I 
Now  wolde  god  that  it  were  wozen  night, 
And  that  the  night  wolde  lasten  eveimo. 
J  wolde  that  al  this  peple  were  ago.'  (520) 
And  finally,  he  doth  al  his  labour,      1765 
As  he  best  mighte,  savings  his  honour, 
To  haste  hem  fio  the  mete  in  sabtil 


The  tyme  cam  that  reson  was  to  ryse ; 
And  after  that,  men  daunoe  and  drinken 

foste,  1769 

And  spyces  al  abonte  the  hons  they  oaste ; 
And  ftd  of  joye  and  blisse  is  every  man ; 
AH  bnt  a  sqnyer,  highte  Damian, 
Which  carf  bifom  the  knight  Ail  many 

a  day. 
He  was  so  ravisshed  on  his  lady  Kay,  (530) 
That  for  the  verray  jpeyne  he  was  ny 

wood;  1775 


Almost  he  swelte  and  swowned  ther  he 

stood. 
So  sore  hath  Venus  hurt  him  with  hir 

brond, 
As  that   she   bar  it   daunsinge  in  hir 

bond. 
And  to  his  bed  he  wente  him  hastily ; 
Na-more  of  him  as  at  this  tyme  speke  L 
But  ther  I  lete  him  wepe  y-nough  and 

pleyne,  (537)  1781 

Til  fk^eshe  May  wol  rewen  on  his  peyne. 

O  perilous  fyr,  that  in  the  bedstraw 

faredeth !  Auctor. 

O  famulier  foo,  that  his  servyce  bedeth ! 
O  servant  traitour,  false  hoomly  hewe,  1785 
Lyk  to  the  naddre  in  bosom  sly  untrewe, 
Gh>d  shilde  us  aUe  £rom  your  aqueynt^ 

aunce! 
O  Januarie,  dxonken  in  plesaunce 
Of  mariage,  see  how  thy  Dan^ian, 
Thyn  owene  squyer  and  thy  borne  man, 
Entendeth  for  to  do  thee  vUeinye.       179^ 
Qod  graunte  thee  thyn  hoomly  fo  t'espye. 
For  in  this  world  nis  worse  pestilence  (549) 
Than  hoomly  foo  al  day  in  thy  presence. 
Parfoumed  hath  the   sonne   his  ark 

diume,  1795 

No  lenger  may  the  body  of  him  sojnme 
On  th'orisonte,  as  in  that  latitude. 
Night  with  his  mantel,  that  is  derk  and 

rude, 
GttLD.  oversprede  the  hemisperie  aboute ; 
For  which  departed  is  this  lusty  route 
Fro  Januarie,  with  thank  on  every  syde. 
Horn  to  hir  houses  lustily  they  rjrde,  i8oa 
Wher^s  they  doon  hir  thinges  as  hem 

leste. 
And  whan  they  aye  hir  tyme,  goon  to 

wrte.  (560) 

Sone  after  that,  this  hastif  Januarie  1805 
Wdde  go  to  bedde,  he  wolde  no  lenger 

tarie. 
He  drinketh  ipocras,  clarree,  and  vemage 
Of  spyces  hote,  t'enoresen  his  corage ; 
And  many  a  letnarie  hadde  he  faX  fyn, 
Swiohe  as  the  cursed  monk  dan  Con-> 

stantyn  1810 

Hath  writen  in  his  book  de  Coitu ;  (567) 
To  eten  hem  tdle,  he  nas  no-thing  eschu. 
And  to  his  privee  fiieendes  thus  seyde  he : 
*  For  goddes  love,  as  sone  as- it  may  be. 
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Ijat  Toyden  al  this  hous  in  ourteys  'wyse.' 
And  they  hon  doon  right    sm   he  wol 

devyse.  1816 

Men  drinken,  and  the  travers  drawe  anon ; 
The  bryde  wae  broght  a-bedde  as  stille  as 

stoon; 
And  -whan  the  bed  was  with  the  preest 

y*bles8ed, 
Ont  of  the  ohambre  hath  eveiy  wight 

him  dressed.  1830 

And  Jannarie  hath  faste  in  armes  take 
His  fresshe  May,  his  paradys,  his  make. 
He  liillath  hir,  he  kisseth  hir  fdl  oAe 
With  thikke  bristlefl  of  his  herd  nnsoftef 
I^k  to  the  skin  of  houndfish,  sharp  as 

brere,  (581)  1835 

For  he  was  shave  al  newe  in  his  manere. 
He  rubbeth  hir  abonte  hir  tendre  face, 
And  seyde  thus,  '  alias !  I  moot  trespace 
To  yow,  my  sponse,  and  yowgretly  offende, 
Er  tyme  come  that  I  wil  donn  desoende. 
Bat  nathelees,  oonsidereth  this,'  quod  he, 
*  Ther  nis  no  werkman,  what-eo^yer  he  be, 
That  may  bothe  werke  wel  and  hastily ; 
This  wol  be  doon  at  leyser  parfltly.    (590) 
It  is  no  foTB  how  longe  that  we  pleye ;  1855 
In  trewe  wedlok  wedded  be  we  tweye ; 
And  blessed  be  the  yok  that  we  been 

inne, 
^or  in  onr  aotes  we  mowe  do  no  sinbe. 
A  man  may  do  no  sinne  with  his  wyf, 
Ne  horte  him-seWen  with  his  owene  knyf ; 
For  we  han    leve   to  pleye  ns  by  the 

lawe.'  1841 

Thus  labooreth  he  til  that  the  daygan 

dawe; 
And  than  he  taketh  a  sop  in  fyn  darree, 
And  npright  in  his  bed  than  sitteth  he. 
And  after  that  he  sang  Ail  londe  and 

dere,  (601)  1845 

And  kiste  his  wyf,  and  made  wantoan 

chere. 
^e  was  al  coltish,  Ail  of  ragexye. 
And  faX  of  jargon  as  a  flekked  pye. 
The  slakke  skin  abonte  his  nekke  shaketh, 
>Vhyl  that  he  sang ;  so  ohannteth  he  and 

craketh.  1850 

Bat  god  wot  what  that  Hay  thooghte  in 

hir  herte, 
Whan  she  him  saogh  up  sittinge  in  his 

sherte, 


In  his  night-cappe,  and  with  his  nekke 

lene; 
She  preyseth  nat  his  pleying  wovth  a 

bene.  (610)  1854 

Than  seide  he  thos,  *  my  reste  wol  I  take ; 
Now  day  is  oome,  I  may  no  longer  wake.* 
And  doon  he  leyde  his  heed,  and  sleep 

tilpryme. 
And  afterward,  whan  that  ho  saogh  his- 

tyme, 
Up  lyseth  Jannarie ;  bat  freoshe  May 
Holdeth  hir  ohambre  on-to  the  foortbe 

day,  i860 

As  osage  is  of  wyves  for  the  beste. 
For   every  hibonr  som-tyme  moot  han 

reste, 
Or  elles  longe  may  he  nat  endore  ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  no  lyves  creature,      (630) 
Be  it  offish,  or  brid,  or  beest,  or  man.  186^ 

Avctor: 
Kow  wol  I  speke  of  wofol  Damian, 
That  langoissheth  for  love,  as  ye  shol 

here ; 
Therfore  I  speke  to  him  in  this  manere : 
I  seye,  *■  O  sely  Damian,  alias ! 
Answere  to  my  demannde,  as  in  this  caa, 
Howshaltow  to  thy  lady  fresshe  Iff  ay  1871 
Telle  thy  wo?  She  wole  alwey  seye  "nay**; 
Eek  if  thou  speke,.  she  wol  thy  wo  bi- 

wreye ;  (630) 

Gk>d  be  thyn  help,  I  can  no  bettre  seye. 

This  syke  Damian  in  Venns  fyr       1875 
So  brenneth,  that  he  dyeth  for  desyr ; 
For  which  he  putte  his  lyf  in  aventnre. 
No  longer  mlghte  he  in  this  wyse  endnre ; 
Bat  prlrely  a  penner  gan  he  borwe, 
Andinalettrewroothealhissorwe,  1880 
In  manere  of  a  oompleynt  or  a  lay, 
Un-to  his  faire  fresshe  lady  Kay. 
And  in  a  pars  of  silk,  heng  on  his  sherte. 
He  hath  it  put,  and    leyde   it  at  his 

herte.  (640)  1884 

The  mone  that,  at  noon,  was,  thilke  day 

That  Janoarie  hath  wedded  fresshe  Mi^^, 

In  two  of  Taor,  was  in>to  Cancre  gliden ; 

So  longe   hath  Mains  in  hir  ohambre 

biden. 
As  costome  is  an-to  thlse  nobles  alle. 
A  bryde  shal  nat  eten  in  the  halle,     1890 
Til  dayes  foare  or  three  dt^es  atte  leste 
Y-pctfsed  been ;  than  lat  hir  go  to  festc. 
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The  fonrthe  day  compleet  fto  noon  to 

noon,  (649) 

Whan  that  the  heighe  maan  was  y-doon, 
In  halle  ait  this  Jannaiie,  and  May     1895 
As  fxesh  as  is  the  brighte  someres  day. 
And  so  bifel,  how  that  this  gode  man 
Bemenxbred  him  upon  this  Damian, 
A  nd  seyde, '  Seinte  Marie !  how  may  this  be, 
That  Damian  entendeth  nat  to  me  ?  1900 
Is  he  ay  ^yk,  or  how  may  this  bityde? ' 
His  sqoyeres,  whiche  tiiat  stoden  ther 

bisyde,  (6^8) 

Excnaed  him  by-canse  of  his  siknesse, 
Which  letted  him  to  doon  his  bisinesse ; 
Noon  other  cause  mighte  make  him  tarie. 
*  That  me  forthinketh,'  quod  this  Jaa- 

narie,  1906 

*  He  is  a  gentil  sqnyer,  by  my  tnmthe ! 
Ifthat  he  deyde,  it  were  harm  androathe ; 
He  is  as  wys,  discreet,  and  as  secree 
As  any  man  I  woot  of  his  degree ;       1910 
And  tlier-to  manly  and  eek  servisable, 
And  for  to  been  a  thrifty  man  right  able. 
Bat  after  mete,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may, 
I  wol  my-flelf  vissrte  him  and  eek  May, 
To  doon  hinx  al  the  oonfort  that  I  can.* 
And  for  that  word  him  blessed  every  man, 
That,  of  his  bonntee  and  his  gentillesse, 
He  wolde  so  conforten  in  siknesie      (674) 
His  sqnyer,  for  it  was  a  gentil  dede. 
Dame,*  qnod  this  Janoarie,  '  tak  good 

hede,  19J0 

At-after  mete  ye,  with  yonr  wommen  alJe, 
Whan  ye  ban  been  in  ohambre  oat  of 

this  halle. 
That  alle  ye  go  see  this  Damian ; 
Doth  him  disport,  he  is  a  gentil  man ;  (680) 
And  tolleth  him  that  I  wol  him  yiiiyte, 
Have  I  northing  bat  rested  me  a  lyte ; 
And  spede  yow  faste,  for  I  wole  abyde 
Til  that  ye  slepe  faste  l^  my  syde.' 
And  with  that  word  ha  gan  to  him  to  oalle 
A  sqnyer,  that  was  marchal  of  his  halle, 
And  tolde  him  oerteyn  thinges,  what  he 

wolde.  193 1 

This  firesshe  May  hath  streight  hir  w^ 

y-holde, 
With  alle  hir  wommen,  nn-to  Damian. 
Dovm  by  his  beddes  syde  sit  she  than,  (690) 
Confiartinge  him  as  goodly  as  she  may. 
This  Damian,  whan  that  his  tyme  he  say, 


In  secree  wise  his  pars,  and  eek  his  billc, 
In  which  that   he  y-writen  hadde  his 

wille,  1938 

Hath  pat  in-to  hir  hand,  with-oaten  more, 
Save  that  he  ^yketh  wonder  depe  and  sore, 
And  softely  to  hir  right  thos  s^yde  he : 
*  Mercy !  and  that  ye  nat  disoovere  me ; 
For  I  am  deed,  if  that  this  thing  be  kid.' 
This  pars  hath  she  inwith  hir  bosom  hid. 
And  wente  hir  wey ;  ye  gete  namore  of  me. 
Bajb  an-to  Janoarie  y-comen  is  she,    1946 
That  on  lus  beddes  syde  sit  fol  softe.  (703) 
He  taketh  hir,  and  kisseth  hir  fol  ofte, 
And  leyde  him  doon  to  slepe,  and  that 

anon. 
Bhe  feyned  hir  as  tliat  she  moste  gon  1950 
Tber-as  ye  woot  that  every  wight  mot 

node. 
And  whan  she  of  this  bille  hath  taken 

hede, 
She  rente  it  al  to  doates  atte  lasts. 
And  in  the  privee  softely  it  caste.       {71c) 
Who  stndieth  now  bat  iWire  fineashe 

May?  1955 

Adoan  hy  olde  Janoarie  she  lay. 
That  sleep,  til  that  the  oooghe  hath  him 

awaked; 
Anon  he  preyde  hir  strepen  hir  al  naked; 
He  wolde  of  hir,  he  sejrde,  ban  som  ple- 

saonoe. 
And  seyde,  hir  clothes  dide  him  encom- 

braonce,  i960 

And  she  oboyeth,  be  hir  lief  or  looth. 
Bat  lest  that  precious  folk  be  with  mh 

wrooth, 
How  that  he  wroghte,  I  dar  nat  to  yovr 

telle; 
Or  whether  hir  thooghte  it  paxadys  or 

helle;  (720) 

Bot  here  I  lete  hem  werken  in  hir  wyso 
Til  evensong  rong,  and  that  they  moste 

aryse.  1966 

Were  it  by  destinee  or  aventnre, 
Were  it  by  infloenoe  or  hy  natore. 
Or  oonstellacion,  that  in  swioh  estat 
The  hevene  stood,  that  tyme  fortnnat  1970 
Was  for  to  potte  a  bille  of  Venns  werkes 
(IV»r  alle  thing  hath  tyme,  as  seyn  thise 

derkes) 
To  any  womman,  for  to  gete  hir  love, 
I  can  nat  seye ;  bat  grete  god  above,  (730) 
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That  knoweth  that  non  act  is  canselees, 
He  deme  of  al,  for  I  wol  holde  my  poes. 
Bat  sooth  is  this,  how  that  this  £resshe 

Msy  J977 

Hath  take  swich  impression  that  day, 
Por  pitee  of  this  syke  Damian-, 
That  from  hir  herte  she  ne  dryve  oan  19S0 
The  remembraonoe  for  to  doon  him  ese. 
^Gerteyn,*  thoghte  she,  *  whom  that  this 

thing  displese, 
I  rekke  noght,  for  here  I  him  assure, 
To  love  him  best  of  any  creature,       (740) 
Thoogh  he  na-morehadde  than  his  sherte.* 
liO,  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte. 

Heer  may  ye  ae  how  excellent  firanchyse 
In  wommen  is,  whan  th^  hem  narwe 

avyse.  1988 

Som  tyrant  is,  as  ther  be  many  oon, 
That  hath  an  herte  as  hard  as  any  stoon. 
Which  wolde  han  lete  him  sterven  in 

the  place  1991 

Wei  rather  than  han  grannted  him  hir 

grace; 
And  hem  rejoysen  in  hir  cmel  pryde, 
And  rekke  nat  to  been  an  homioyde.  (750) 
This  gentil  May,  ftdflUed  of  pitee,  1995 
Bight  of  hir  hande  a  lettre  made  she. 
In  which  she  graonteth  him  hir  varray 

grace; 
Ther  lakketh  noght  bat  only  day  and 

place, 
Wher  that  she  mighte  on-to  his  lost 

sanyse : 
Eor  it  shal  be  right  as  he  wol  devyse.  sooo 
And  whan  she  saagh  hir  time,  np-on  a  day. 
To  visite  this  Damian  goth  May, 
And  sotilly  this  lettre  doon  she  threste 
Under  his  pUwe,  rede  it  if  him  leste.  (760) 
She  taketh  him  by  the  hand,  and  harde 

him  twiste  2005 

80  secrely,  that  no  wight  of  it  wiste, 
And  bad  him  been  al  hool,  and  forth  she 

wente 
To  Janoarie,  whan  that  he  for  hir  sente. 

Up  ryseth  Damian  the  nexte  morwe, 
Al  passed  was  his  siknesse  and  his  sorwe. 
He  kembeth  him,  he  proyneth  him  and 

pyketh,  aoii 

He  dooth  al  that  his  lady  Inst  and  lyketh  ; 
And  eek  to  Januarie  he  gooth  as  lowe 
As  ever  dide  a  dogge  for  the  bowa.     (770) 


He  is  so  plesant  an*to  eveiy  man,       9015 
(For  craft  is  al,  who-eo  that  do  it  can) 
That  eveiy  wight  is  fayn  to  speke  him 

good; 
And  folly  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood. 
Thns  lete  I  Damian  aboate  his  nede, 
And  in  my  tale  forth  I  wol  proceda.  aoao  ^ 

Sonmxe  olerkes  hoiden  that  felicitea  ^ 

Stant  in  delyt,  and  therefor  oerteyn  he, 
This  noble  Janoarie,  with  al  his  mifl^t. 
In  honest  wyse,  as  longeth  to  a  knight, 
Shoop  him  to  live  Ail  delicioosly.  (781)  x»5 
His  hoosinge,  his  array,  as  honestly 
To  his  degree  was  maked  as  a  kingM. 
Amonges  othere  of  his  honest  thinges, 
He  made  a  gardin,  walled  al  with  stoon ; 
So  fiur  a  gardin  woot  I  nowher  noon.  ao$n 
For  out  of  doote,  I  verraily  sappoaa. 
That  he  that  wxoot  the  Bomanoe  of  the 

Bose 
Ne  coode  of  it  the  beantee  wel  devyse ; 
Ne  Priapos  ne  mighte  nat  soil^ve,      (790) 
Though  he   be  god  of  gardins,  for  to 

telle  aos5 

The  beantee  of  the  gardin  and  the  welle, 
That  stood  under  a  laurer  alwey  graneL 
Fal  ofbe  tyme  he,  Floto,  and  his  qnene, 
Proserpina,  and  al  hir  fiiySrye 
Disporten  hem  and  maken  melodyB   9040 
Aboate  that  welle,  and  daanced,  as  nun 

tolde. 
Tliis  noble  knight,  this  Januarie theolde, 
Swich  deintee  hath  in  it  to  walka  and 

pleye,  {7^) 

That  he  wol  no  wight  sniiVen  here  tfaekeye 
Save  he  him-self ;  for  of  the  smale  wiket 
Hebar  alwey  of  silver  a  smaldliket,  J046 
With  which,  whan  that  him  teste,  he  it 

unshette. 
And  whan  he  wolde  paye  his  wyf  hir  dette 
In  somer  seson,  thider  wolde  he  go, 
And  May  his  wyf,  and  no  wi^t  bat  they 

two;  «o^ 

And  thinges  whiche  that  ware  nat  doon 

a-bedde. 
He  in  the  gardin  parframed  hem  and 

spedde. 
And  in  this  wyse,  many  a  meiy  day, 
lived  this  Januarie  and  firesshe  May.  (8to) 
Bat  worldly  joye  may  nat  alw^  dura  305$ 
To  Januarie,  ne  to  no  creators. 
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Anctor. 
O  Bodeyn  hap,  o  thou  fortnne  instable, 
Lyk  to  the  scorpioiin  bo  deceivable, 
That  flaterest  with  thyn  heed  when  thou 

wolt  Btinge ; 
Thy  tayl  is  deeth,  thnrgh  thyn  enveni- 

xninge.  2060 

O  bntil  joye !  o  swete  Tenim  qaeynte ! 
O  monstre,  that  so  snbtilly  canst  peynte 
Thy  yiftes,  under  hewe  of  stedfastneese, 
That  thou  deoeyrest  bothe  moreand  lease ! 
Why  hastow  Jannarie  thns  deceyved,  (831) 
That  haddest  him  for  thy  Ail  frend  re- 

c^yved?  ao66 

And  now  thoa  hast  bixafk  him  bothe  hise 

yen, 
For  Borwe  of  which  de^Txeth  he  to  dyen. 

Alias  I  this  noble  Jannarie  fr«e, 
Amidde  his  lost  and  his  prosperitee,  2070 
Is  wozen  blind,  and  that  al  sodesmly. 
He  wei>eth  and  he  wayleth  pitonsly ; 
And  ther-with-el  the  fyr  of  jalonaye,  (829) 
Lest  thai  his  wyf  sholde  fiJle  in  som  folye, 
80  brentehis  herte,  thathe  wcddefayn  3075 
That  som  man  bothe  him  and  hir  had 

slayn. 
For  neither  after  his  deeth,  nor  in  his  lyf, 
No  wolde  he  that  she  were  love  ne  wyf, 
Bnt  ever  live  as  widwe  in  clothes  blake, 
Sonl  as  the  tnrtle  that  lost  hath  hir  make. 
Bnt  atte  laste,  after  a  monthe  or  tweye, 
His  sorwe  gan  aswage,  sooth  to  seye ;  1082 
For  whan  he  wiste  it  may  noon  other  be, 
He  paciently  took  his  advexsitee ;       (840) 
Save,  oat  of  donte,  he  may  nat  forgoon 
That  he  nas  jaloos  evermore  in  oon  ; 
Which  jaloo^TS  it  was  so  oatmgeons, 
That  neither  in  hallo,  n*in  noon  other  hoos, 
Ne  in  noon  other  place,  never-the-mo. 
He  nolde  sofl^  hir  for  to  ryde  or  go,  2090 
Bnt-if  that  he  had  hand  on  hir  alway ; 
For  which  fill  ofte  wepeth  fiBsshe  May, 
That  loveth  Damian  so  benignely. 
That  she  mot  onther  dyen  sodeynly,  (850) 
Or  ellesshe  mot  hanhim  as  hir  leste ;  3095 
She  waytoth  whan  hir  herte  wolde  bresto. 

Up-on  that  other  ^yde  Damian 
Bioomen  is  the  sorwefnlleste  man 
That  ever  was ;  for  neither  night  ne  day 
Ne  mighte  he  speke  a  word  to  fresshe 

lCay»  aioo 


As  to  his  pnrpos,  of  no  swich  matere, 
Bat-if  that  Jannarie  moste  it  here. 
That  hadde  an  hand  np^n  hir  everma 
Bnt  nathelees,  by  wiyting  to  and  iVo  (86o> 
And  privee  signes,  wiste  ho  what  sho 

mente;  2105 

And  she  knew  eek  the  fyn  of  his  entente. 

Andtor. 
O  Jannarie,  what  mighte  it  thee  availlo, 
Thou  mightest  see  as  fer  as  shippes  nulle  ? 
For  also  good  is  blind  deceyvod  be, 
As  be  deoeyved  whan  a  man  may  see.  ai  10 
Lo,  Argns,  which  that  hadde  an  hondred 

yen, 
For  al  that  ever  he  oonde  ponre  or  piyen, 
Tet  was  he  blent ;  and,  god  wot,  bo  ben 

mo. 
That  wenen  wisly  that  it  be  nat  so.    (870) 
Passe  over  is  an  ese,  I  sey  na-moro.     3115 
This  fresshe  May,  that  I  spak  of  so 

yore, 
In  warme  wex  hath  emprented  the  diket,  '. 
That  Jannarie  bar  of  the  smale  wiket, 
By  which  in-to  his  gardin  ofte  he  wente.  * 
And  Damian,  that  knew  al  hir  entente. 
The  oliket  conntrefeted  prively ;         313  e 
Ther  nis  nsrmore  to  seye,  bnt  hastily 
Som  wonder  by  this  oliket  shal  bityde, 
Which  ye  shnl  heren,  if  ye  wole  abyde. 
O  noble  Ovyde,  fhl  sooth  seystoo,  god 

woot !  Avctor. 

What  sleighte  is  it,  thogh  it  be  long  and 

hoot,  (883)  3136 

That  he  nil  flnde  it  oat  in  som  manere  ? 
By  Piramns  and  Tesbee  may  men  lere ; 
Thogh  they  wore  kept  fnl  longe  streite 

overal. 
They  been  accorded,  xonninge  thnrgh  a 

wal,  3IJO 

Ther  no  wight  oonde  han  fonnde   out 

swich  a  sleighte.  (887) 

Bat  now  to  pnrpos ;  er  that  dayes  eighte 
Were  pasBed,  er  the  monthe  of  Jail,  bifil 
That  Jannarie  hath  canght  so  greet  a  wit 
Thnxigh  egging  of  his  wyf,  him  for  to  pleyo 
In  hisgardin,  andno  wight  bnt  they  tweye, 
That  in  a  morwe  nn-to  this  May  Beith  he : 
*  Eye  np,  my  wyf,  my  love,  my  lady  free ; 
The  turtles  vois  is  herd,  my  donve  swete ; 
The  winter  is  goon,  with  alle  his  reynes 

wete;  2140 
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Com  forth  now,  with  thyn  eySn  ooloml^yn ! 
How  fairer  been  thy  brestes  than  is  wyn  ! 
The  gardin  is  endosed  al  abonie ; 
Com  forth,  my  whyte    spouse ;   out    of 

doate,  (900) 

Thou  hast  me  wounded  in  myn  herte, 

owyf!  2x45 

No^pot  of  thee  ne  knew  I  al  my  lyf. 
Com  forth,  and  lat  us  taken  our  disport ; 
I  ohees  thee  for  my  wyf  and  my  oonfort.' 

Swiche  olde  lewed  wordes  used  be ; 
On  Damian  a  signe  made  she,  aiga 

That  he  sholde  go  biforen  witii  his  cliket : 
This  Damian  thanne  hath  opened  the 

wiket, 
And  in  he  stirte,  and  that  in  s wioh  manere, 
That  no  wight  mighte    it   see    neither 

y-here ;  (910) 

And  stille  he  sit  under  a  bush  anoon.  2155 

This  Januarie,  as  blind  as  is  a  stoon, 
With  Mains  in  his  hand,  and  no  wight  mo, 
In-to  his  fresshe  gardin  is  ago, 
And  clapte  to  the  wiket  sodeynly. 

*  Now,  wyf,*  quod  he,  *  heer  nis  but  thou 

and  I,  ai6o 

That  art  the  creature  that  I  best  lore. 
For,  by  that  lord  that  sit  in  heven  above, 
Lever  ich  hadde  dyen  on  a  knyf, 
Than  thee  offende,  trewe  dere  wyf  t  i^ao) 
For  goddes  sake,  tiienk  how  I  thee  chees, 
Koght  for  no  coveityse,  doutelees,       a  166 
But  only  for  the  love  I  had  to  thee. 
And  though  that  I  be  old,  and  may  natsee, 
Beth  to  me  trewe,  and  I  shal  telle  yow  why. 
Three  thinges,  oertes,  shul  ye  winne  ther- 

by ;  2170 

First,  love  of  Crist,  and  toyour-self  honour, 
And  al  myn  heritage,  toun  and  tour ; 
I  yeve  it  yow,  maketh  ohartres  as  yow 

leste ;  (929) 

This  slial  be  doon  to-morwe  er  sonne  reste. 
So  wisly  god  my  soule  bringe  in  blioae,  2175 
I  prey  yow  first,  in  covenant  ye  me  kisse. 
And  thogh  that  I  be  jaloms,  wyte  me  noght. 
Ye  been  so  depe  enprented  in  my  thoght, 
That,  whan  that  I  oonoideie  your  beautee, 
And  ther-with-al  the  unlykly  elde  of  me 
I  may  nat,  oertes,  thogh  I  iholde  dye, 
Forbere  to  been  out  of  your  oomponye 
For  verray  love  ;  thisiswith-Kmtendoute. 
Now  kls  me,  wyf,  and  lat  us  rome  abouie.' 


This  fresshe  Hay,  whan  she  thise  wocdes 

horde,  (941)  2185 

Benignely  to  Januarie  answezde. 
But  first  and  forward  she  bigan  to  w«pe, 
*  I  have,'  quod  she,  *  a  soule  for  to  kepe 
As  wel  as  ye,  and  also  myn  honoor, 
Andof  my  wyfhod  thilke  tendra  flour,  2191^ 
Which  that  I  have  aasured  in  your  hood. 
Whan  that  the  preest  to  yow  my  body 

bond  j 
Wherfoxe  I  wole  aaswere  in  this  manere 
By  the  leve  of  yow,  Toy  lord  so  deone :  (950) 
I  prey  to  god,  that  never  dawe  the  day  2195 
That  I  ne  sterve,  as  foule  as  womman  may, 
If  ever  I  do  un-to  my  kin  that  shamei 
Or  elles  I  empeyre  so  my  name, 
Thatlbe  fills;  and  if  I  do  that  lakke, 
Do  stxepe  me  and  put  mo  in  a  aakke,  aaoo 
And  in  the  nezte  xirer  do  me  dienche. 
I  am  a  gentil  wonmian  and  no  wonehe. 
Why  speke  ye  thus?  but  men  ben  ever 

untrewe,  (959) 

And  wommen  haverepreTsof  yoway  newe. 

Ye  ban  non  other  contenanoe,  I  leve,  2205 

But  speke  to  us  of  untmst  and  repreve.' 

And  with  that  word  she  saug^h  wher 

Damian 
Sat  in  the  bush,  and  oonghen  she  bigan. 
And  with  hir  finger  signes  made  ahe. 
That  Damian  sholde  dimbe  up-on  a  tree. 
That  charged  was  with  firuit,  and  up  he 

wante ;  221 1 

For  vexraUy  he  knew  al  hir  entente. 
And  eveiy  signe  that  ahe  oonda  make 
Wel  bet  than  Januarie,  hir  owena  make. 
For  in  a  lettre  she  had  told  him  al     221^; 
Of  this  matere,  howhe  werchen  shaL  (97a) 
And  thus  I  lete  him  sitte  up-on  the  pyiie. 
And  Januarie  and  May  rominge  myriow 
Bright  was  the  day,  and  Uewthe  flnna- 

ment, 
Phebus  of  gold  his  stremes  doun  hath 

sent,  2220 

To  gladen  ereiy  flour  with  his  warmnesse. 
He  was  that  tyme  in  Gemiiijt,  as  I  gesse, 
But  litel  fro  bis  deoUnaoionn 
Of  Canoer,  Jovia  exaltacionn.  (9801 

And  so  bifel,  that  brighte  morwe-tyde,  ans 
That  in  that  gardin,  in  the  farther  syde, 
Pluto,  that  is  the  king  of  fayerye, 
And  many  a  lady  in  his  companye, 
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Folwinge  his  wyf,  the  qnene  Proserpyne, 
£ch  after  other,  right  as  any  lyne —  3230 
Whyl  that  she  gadered  flotues  in  the  mede, 
In  Clandian  ye  may  the  story  rede. 
How  in  his  gnaly  carte  he  hir  fette : — 
This  king  of  fiiiiye  thanne  adonn  him 

aette  (990)  ^34 

Up-on  a  bench  of  tnrres,  fresh  and  grene, 

And  right  anon  thus  seyde  he  to  his  qnene. 

'  My  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  ther  may  no  wight 

seynay; 
Th'ezperience  so  preveth  every  day 
The  treson  whiche  that  womman  doon  to 

man.  2239 

Ten  hondred  thousand  [stories]  telle  I  can 
Notable  of  yonr  ontroniheandbrotilnesse. 
O  Salomon,  wys,  richest  of  richesse,  2342 
Fnlfild  of  sapience  and  of  worldly  glorie^ 
Fnl  worthy  been  thywordes  to  memorie 
To  every  wi^t  that  wit  and  reson  can. 
Thns  preiaeth  he  yet  the  bonntee  of  man  : 
"  Axnonges  a  thousand  men  yet  fond  I  oon, 
Bnt  of  wommen  alle  fond  I  noon."  (1004) 
Thns  seith  the  king  that  hnoweth  yonr 

wikkednesse; 
And  Jesus  yUitw  Symk^  as  I  gesee,       aaso 
Ne  speketh  of  yow  but  selde  reverence. 
A  wilde  fyr  and  oormpt  pestilence 
So  &lle  np-on  your  bodies  yet  to-nighti 
Ne  see  ye  nat  thishonnrable  knight,  (loio) 
Qy-cauae,  alias!  that  he  is  blind  and  old, 
His  owene  man  shal  make  him  cokewold ; 
Lo  heer  he  sit,  the  lechonr,  in  the  tree.  3257 
Now  wol  I  giaonten,  of  my  mageetee, 
Un-to  this  olde  blinde  worthy  knight 
That  he  shal  have  ayeyn  hiseyen  sight,  2260 
Whan  thathis  wyf  wold  doon  him  vileinye ; 
Than  shal  he  knowen  al  hir  harlotiye 
Both  in  repreve  of  hir  and  othere  mo.' 

*  To  shal,'  quod  Proserpyne,  *  wol yeso ; 
Now,  by  my  modres  sires  sonle  I  swere, 
That  I  shal  yeven  hir  soiBsant  answers, 
And  alle  wommen  after,  for  hir  sake  ; 
That,  though  they  be  in  an^  gilt  y-take. 
With   face   bold   tbsy  shuUe   hem-self 

excuse, 
And  here  hem  doon  that  wolden  hem 

accuse.  aijo 

For  lakke  of  answer,  noon  ofhem  shal  dyen. 
Al  hadde  manseyn  a  thing  with  bothe  his 

yto,  (1038) 


Yit  shul  we  wommen  visage  it  hardily, 
And  wepe,  and  swere,  and  chydesubtilly, 
80  that  ye  men  ehul  been  as  lowed  as  gees. 
What  rekketh  me  of  yonr  auctoriteee? 

I  woot  wel  that  this  Jew,  this  Salomon, 
Fond  of  us  wommen  foles  many  oon. 
But  though  that  he  ne  fond  no  good 

womman,  2279 

Yet  hath  ther  fonnde  many  another  man 
Wommen  ftd  trewe,  ftd  gode,  and  ver- 

tuous. 
Witnease  on  hem  that  dwells  in  Cristes 

hOQS, 

With  martirdom  they  preved  hir  oon- 

stance.  (1039) 

The  Bomayn  gestes  maken  remembrance 
Of  many  a  verray  trewe  wyf  also.        2285 
But  sire,  ne  be  nat  wrooth,  al-be-it  so, 
Though  that  he  seyde  he  fond  no  good 

womman, 
I  prey  yow  take  the  sentence  of  the  man ; 
He  mente  thus,  that  in  sovereyn  bontee 
Nis  noon  but  god,  that  sit  in  Trinitee.  2290 

Ey !  for  verray  god,  that  nis  bnt  oon. 
What  make  ye  so  muche  of  Salomon  ? 
What  though  he  made  a  temple,  goddes 

hous  ?  ( 1049) 

What  though  he  were  riche  and  glorious  ? 
So  made  he  eek  a  temple  of  fMse  goddis, 
How  mighte  he  do  a  thing  that  more  for- 

bode  is  ?  2296 

Pardee,  as  fture  as  ye  his  name  emplastre. 
He  was  a  lechour  and  an  ydolastre ; 
And  in  his  elde  he  verray  god  forsook. 
And  if  that  god  ne  hadde,  as  seith  the  book, 
Y-sxMured  him  for  his  fadres  sake,  hesholde 
Have  lost  his  regno  rather  than  he  wolde. 
I  sette  noght  of  al  the  vileinye,         (1059) 
That  ye  of  wommen  wryte,  a  boterflye. 
I  am  a  womman,  nodes  moot  I  speke,  2305 
Or  elles  swelle  til  myn  herte  breke. 
For  sithen  he  seyde  that  we  ben  jan- 

gleresses, 
As  ever  hool  I  mote  bronke  my  tresses, 
I  shal  nat  spare,  for  no  cnrteisye,       2309 
Tospeke  him  harm  that  wolde  us  vileinye.* 
*  Dame,'  quod  this  Pluto,  '  be  no  longer 

wrooth; 
I  yeve  it  up  ;  but  sith  I  swoor  myn  00th 
That  I  wolde  graunten  him  his  sighte 

ageyn,  (1069) 
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My  word  BhalstondOf  I  wamejww,  oerteyn. 
I  am  a  kinfir,  it  git  me  noght  to  lye.'    3315 

*  And  I,'  qnod  she,  *  a  queene  of  fkyeiye. 
Hir  answere  ahal  she  have,  I  undertake ; 
Lat  ns  na-more  wordes  heer-of  make. 
For  sothe,  I  wol  no  lenger  yow  oontrarie.' 

Now  lat  us  tnme  agayn  to  Janvarie,  a^ao 
That  in  the  gardin  with  his  faire  May 
Singethf  fnl  merier  than  the  pap^ay, 
*Tow  love  I  best,  and  shal,  and  other 

noon.* 
So  longe  aboate  the  al^yes  iBhegocm,  (1060) 
Til  he  was  come  agaynes  thilke  pyrie,  2325 
Whereas  this  Damian  sitteth  tal  myrie 
An  heigh,  among  the  freashe  leves  grene. 

This  fresshe  May,  that  is  so  bright  and 
shene, 
Ghan  for  to  syke,  and  seyde,  *  alias,  my 

syde! 
Now  sir,'  qnod  she,  *for  aught  that  may 
bityde,  2330 

I  moste  han  of  the  peres  that  I  see, 
Or  I  mot  dye,  so  sore  longeth  me 
To  eten  of  the  smale  peres  grene.     (1089) 
Help ,  for  hir  love  that  is  of  hevene  qnene  I 
I   telle    yow   wel,  a  womman    in    my 

piyt  2335 

May  han  to  Arnit  so  greet  an  appetyt, 
That  she  may  dyen,  bnt  she  of  it  have.' 
'Alias! 'qnod  he,  Hhatlne  had  heer 

a  knave 
That  ooude  olimbe ;  alias!  alias ! '  qnod  he, 
'  That  I  am  blind.'      *  Ye,  sir,  no  fors,' 

qnod  she :  2340 

*Bnt  wolde  ye  vonche-saof,  for  goddee 

sake, 
The  pyrie  inwith  yonr  armes  for  to  take, 
(For  wel  I  woot  that  ye  mistmate  me) 
Thanne  sholde  I  cUmbe  wel  y-nogh,'  qnod 

she,  (iioo) 

*  So  I  my  foot  mighte  sette  npon  your  bak.' 

'  Certes,'  qnod  he,  *  ther-on  shal  be  no 

htk,  3346 

Mighte  I  yow  helpen  with  myn  herte 

blood.' 
He  stonpeth  doon,  and  on  his  bak  she  stood. 
And  canghte  hir  by  a  twiste,  and  np  she 

gooth. 
Ladies,  I  prey  yow  that  yebe  nat  wrooth ; 
I  can  nat  glose,  I  am  a  mde  man.       2351 
And  sodeynly  anon  this  Damian 


G^anpnllennpthe  smok,  and  in  he  throng. 
And  whan  that  Pinto  sangh  this  grete 

wrong,  (iiiof 

To  Janoarie  he  gaf  agayn  his  sigfate,  235* 
And  made  him  see,  aa  wel  as  ever  he 

mighte. 
And  whan  that  he   hadde  canghi  his 

sighte  agayn, 
Ne  was  ther  never  man  of  thing  so  fajn. 
Bnt  on  hia  wyf  his  thoght  waa  evezmo ; 
Up  to  the  tree  he  caste  his  eyen  two,  236^ 
And  sangh  that  Damian  his  wyf  had 

dressed 
In  swich  manere,  it  may  nat  ben  ex- 


Bnt  if  I  wolde  speke  nnonrteisly  ; 
And  up  he  yaf  a  roring  and  a  ory     (1  lao 
As  doth  the  moder  whan  the  child  shal 
dye :  ^    •365 

*  Ont !  help !  alias !  harrow  I '  he  gaacto  orye, 

*  O  stronge  lady  store,  what  dostowf ' 

And  she  answerde,  ^sir,  what  eyleth 
yow? 
Have  paoienoe,  and  reaon  in  yonr  minde. 
I  have  yow  holpe  on  bothe  yonr  egnen 
blinde.  2370 

Up  peril  of  my  soole,  I  shal  nat  lyen. 
As  me  was  tanght,  to  hele  with  yonr  yen. 
Was  nothing  bet  to  make  yow  to  see 
Than  strode  with  a  man  np-on  atreck  (i  130) 
God  woot,  I  dide  it  in  ttd  good  entente!' 
*8tmgle!'  qnod  he,  *3re,  algate  in  it 
wente!  2376 

Ghtd  yeve  yow  bothe  on  shames  death  to 

dyeni 
He  swyved  thee,  I  sangh  it  with  myne  yta. 
And  elles  be  I  hanged  by  the  hals ! ' 
*  Thanne  is,'  qnod  she,  '  my  medieyne 
alfUa;  2380 

For  oerteinly,  if  that  ye  mighte  see, 
Te  wolde  nat  seyn  thise  wordea  nn-to  me ; 
Te  han  som  glimaing  and  no  parflt  aightei* 
*I  see,'  qnod  he,  *as  wel  as  ever  I 
mighte,  *  (1140) 

nionked  be  god !  with  bothe  myne  eyen 
two,  1385 

And  hy  my  tnmthe,  me  thonghte  he  dide 
thee  so.' 
*■  Ye  maae,  maae,  gode  sire,'  qnod  ahe, 

*  This  thank  have  I  for  I  have  maad  yow 
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quod  she,  *that  ever  I  was  so 

kinde!* 
*  Now,  dame,'  quod  he,  *  lat  al  paase  oat 

of  minde.  2390 

Com  doun,  my  lief,  and  if  I  have  missi^d, 
God  help  me  so,  as  I  am  yrel  apayd. 
Bat,  by  my  fiuler  soole,  I  wende  haxi  seyn. 
How  that  this  Damian  had  hy  thee  leyn, 
And  that  thy  smok  had  leyn  ajMm  his 

hrest.»  (1151)  2395 

'  Ye,  sire,*  qaod  she,  *  ye  may  wene  as 

yowlest; 
Bat,  sire,  a  man  that  waketh  out  of  his 

sleep. 
He  may  nat  sod^ynly  wel  taken  keep 
Up-on  a  thin^,  ne  seen  it  parfltly, 
Til  that  he  be  adawed  verraily ;  2400 

Bi^ht  so  a  man,  that  longehath  blind  y-be, 
Ne  may  nat  sodeynly  so  wel  y-see, 


First  whan  his  sighte  is  newe  oome  ageyn , 
As  he  that  hath  a  day  or  two  y-seyn.  ( 1 160) 
Til  that  your  sighte  y-«atled  be  a  whyle, 
Ther  may  fal  many  a  sighte  yow  bigyle. 
Beth  war,  I  prey  yow;  for,   by  hevene 

king,  2407 

Fal  many  a  man  weneth  to  seen  a  thing, 
And  it  is  al  another  than  it  semetlu 
He  that  misoonceyveth,  he  misdemeth/ 
And  with  that  word  she  leep  doon  fro  the 

tree.  2411 

This  Jannarie,  who  is  glad  bat  he  ? 
He  kisseth  hir,  and  clippeth  hir  fnl  ofte. 
And  on  hir  wombe  he  stroketh  hir  ful 

softe,  (1170) 

And  to  his  imlays  boom  he  hath  hir  lad. 
Now,  gode  men,  I  pray  yow  to  be  glad.  2416 
Thos  endeth  beer  my  tale  of  Jnnoarie ; 
God  blesse  tui  and  his  moder  Seinte  Marie ! 


Here  is  ended  the  Marcbantes  Tale  of  Janoarle. 


EPILOGUE  TO   THE    MARCHANTES 

TALE. 


*  Er !  goddes  mercy !  *  s^de  onr  Hoste  tho, 
*Nowswioh  aw3rf  Ipraygodkepemefzo! 
Lo,  whiohe  sleigh  tes  and  sabtilitees    2421 
In  wommen  been  I  for  ay  as  bisy  as  bees 
Ben  they,  ob  sely  men  for  to  deceyve, 
And  from  a  sothe  ever  wol  they  weyve ; 
By  this  Harohaontes  Tale  it  preveth  weeL 
Bat  doatelees,  as  trewe  as  any  steel   2426 
I  have  a  W3rf ,  thoogh  that  she  povre  be ; 
Bat  of  hir  tonge  a  labbing  shrewe  is  she, 
And  yet  she  hath  an  heep  of  vsrees  mo ;  (i  1} 
Ther-of  no  foxs,  lat  alle  gwiohe  thinges  go. 


Bat,  wite  ye  what  ?  in  conseil  be  it  seyd, 
Me  reweth  sore  I  am  on-to  hir  teyd.  2432 
For,  and  I  sholde  rekenen  every  vyce 
Which  that  she  hath,  y-wis,  I  were  to 

nyce. 
And  caose  why ;  it  sholde  reported  be  2435 
And  told  to  hir  of  somme  of  this  meynee ; 
Of  whom,  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  declare. 
Sin  wommen  oonnen  oaten  swioh  chaf- 

fare ;  (20) 

And  eek  my  wit  saffyseth  nat  ther-to 
To  tellen  al ;  whexfor  my  tale  is  do.'  2440 
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GEOUP  F. 


THE    SQUIERES   TALE. 


The  Squire's  Prologue. 

*  Squikk,  com  neer,  if  it  your  -wille  be, 
And  sey  somwhat  of  Icve ;  for,  certes,  ye 
Oonnen  ther-on  as  muche  as  any  man.* 
'  Nay,  sir,'  qnod  he,  ^  bnt  I  wol  seye  as  I  can 
With  hertly  wille ;  for  I  wol  nat  rebelle  5 
A|^yn  yonr  lost ;  a  tale  wol  I  telle. 
Have  me  excused  if  I  speke  amis, 
My  wil  is  good ;  and  lo,  my  tale  is  this/ 

Here  blginneUi  the  Squieres  Tale. 

At  Sarray,  in  the  land  of  Tartarye,  (i) 
Ther  dwelte  a  king,  that  werreyed  Ruasye, 
Thurgh  which  ther  deyde  many  a  doughty 

man.  11 

This  noble  king  was  oleped  Cambinskan, 
Which  in  his  tyme  was  of  so  greet  renoun 
That  ther  nas  no-wher  in  no  regioun 
So  excellent  a  lord  in  alle  thing ;  15 

Him  lakked  noght  that  longeth  to  a  king. 
As  of  the  secte  of  which  that  he  was  bom 
He  kepte  his  lay,  to  which  that  he  was 

sworn ;  (lo) 

And  ther-to  he  was  hardy,  wys,  and  riche, 
And  fpietons  and  just,  alwey  y-liche ;  ao 
Sooth  of  his  word,  benigne  and  honurable, 
Of  his  corage  as  any  centre  stable  ; 
Yong,  ft^sh,  and  strong,  in  armes  desirous 
As  any  baoheler  of  al  his  hous. 
A  fair  persone  he  was  and  fortunat,       2$ 
And  kepte  alwey  so  wel  royal  estat, 
That  ther  was  nowher  swich  another  man. 
This  noble  king,  this  Tartre  Cambinskan 
Hadde  two  sones  on  Elpheta  his  wyf,  (21) 
Of  whiche  th'eldeste  highte  Algarsyf,    30 
That  other  sone  was  deped  Cambalo. 
A  doghter  hadde  this  worthy  king  also. 
That  yongest  was,  and  highte  Canaoee. 
But  for  to  telle  yow  al  hir  beautee. 


It  lyth  nat  in  my  tonge,  n'in  my  oonning : 
I  dar  nat  undertake  so  heigh  a  thing:    36 
Myn  English  eek  is  insufficient ; 
It  moste  been  a  rethor  excellent,  (juj 

That  coude  his  colours  longing  lor  that  art. 
If  he  sholde  hir  disciyven  every  part.  40 
I  am  non  swich,  I  moot  speke  as  I  can. 

Andsobifel  that,  whan  this  Cambinskan 
Hath  twenty  winter  bom  his  diademe. 
As  he  was  wont  fieo  yeet  to  jreer,  I  deme. 
He  leet  the  feete  of  his  nativitee  45 

Don  cryen  thuighout  Sarray  his  citee. 
The  last  Idns  of  ICarch,  after  the  yeer. 
Phebus  the  sonne  ftil  joly  was  and  deer ; 
For  he  was  neigh  his  exaltacioun         (41 ) 
In  Martes  fiioe,  and  in  his  mansioun    ,5u 
In  Aries,  the  colerik  bote  signa 
Fnl  lusty  was  the  weder  and  benigne. 
For  which  the  foules,  agayn  the  sonne 


What  for  the  seeon  and  the  jronge  grene. 
Ful  loude  songen  hir  afifecoiouns ;  55 

Hem  semed  ban  geten  hem  proteooioons 
Agayn  the  swerd  of  winter  kene  and  cold. 
This  Cambinskan,  of  which  I  hAve  yow 

told,  C50) 

In  royal  vestiment  sit  on  his  deys. 
With  diademe,  ful  heighe  in  his  paleys. 
And  halt  his  feste,  so  solempne  and  so 

riohe  61 

That  in  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon  it 

liche. 
Of  which  if  I  shal  tellen  al  th*array, 
Than  wolde  it  occupye  a  someres  day; 
And  eek  it  nedeth  nat  fbr  to  devyse       65 
At  every  oours  the  ordre  of  hir  senryse. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  of  hir  strange  sewes,  (59) 
Ke  of  hir  swannes,  ne  of  hir  heronsewee. 
£ek  in  that  lond,  as  tellen  knightes  dde, 
Ther  is  som  mete  that  is  ttd  deyntee  holde, 
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That  in  this  loud  men  reoohe  of  it  but 
smal;  71 

Thar  nis  no  man  that  may  xeporten  aL 
I  wol  nat  tarion  yow,  for  it  ia  pryme, 
And  for  it  is  no  fruit  bnt  IO0  of  tyme ; 
X7n-to  my  firste  I  wol  have  my  reooius.  75 
And  flo  bifel  that,  after  the  thridde  oonre, 
Whyl  that  this  king  sit  thus  in  his  nobleye, 
Herkninge  hia  minstrallea  hir  thinges 
pleye  {70) 

Bifom  him  at  the  bord  deUciondy, 
In  at  the  halle-dore  al  aodeynly  80 

Ther  cam  a  knight  np^n  a  stede  of  bras. 
And  in  hia  hand  a  brood  miroor  of  glas. 
Upon  hia  thombe  he  hadde  of  gold  a 

And  by  his  syde  a  naked  swerd  hanging ; 
And  up  he  rydeth  to  the  heighe  bord.  85 
In  al  th^  halle  ne  was  ther  spoke  a  word 
For  merveiUe  of  this  knight ;  him  to  hi- 

holde 
Ful  bisily  ther  wi^yten  yonge  and  olde. 
This  strange  knight,  that  cam   thus 

Bodeynly,  (81) 

Al  armed  save  his  heed  faX  richely,       90 
Salneth  king  and  queen,  and  lordes  alle, 
By  ordre,  as  they  seten  in  the  haUe, 
With  so  heigh  reverence  and  obeisannoe 
As  wel  in  speche  as  in  oontenannoe, 
That  Ghiwain,  with  his  olde  cnrteisye,    95 
Thongh  he  w.ere  come  ageyn  oat  of  Fairye, 
Xe  conde  him  nat  amende  with  a  word. 
And  after  this,  bifom  the  heighe  bord,  (90) 
He  with  a  manly  voys  aeith  his  message, 
After  the  forme  used  in  his  langage,     100 
With-outen  vyce  of  sillable  or  of  lettre ; 
And,  for  his  tale  sholde  seme  the  bettre. 
Accordant  to  his  wordes  was  his  chore. 
As  techeth  art  of  speche  hem  that  it 

lere; 
Al-be-it  that  I  can  nat  sonne  his  style,  105 
Ne  can  nat  cUmben  over  so  heigh  a  style, 
Yet  seye  I  this,  as  to  commune  entente, 
Thus  muche  amounteth  al  that  ever  he 

mente,  (100) 

If  it  so  be  that  I  have  it  in  minda 
He  seyde,  *  the  king  of  Arable  and  of 

Inde,  1 10 

Hy  lige  lord,  on  this  solempne  day 
Salueth  yow  as  he  best  can  and  may, 
And  sendeth  yow,  in  honour  of  yonr  feste, 


By  me,  that  am  al  redy  at  your  heete, 
This  stede  of  bras,  that  esily  and  wel    1 15 
Oan,  in  the  space  of  o  day  naturel, 
This  is  to  seyn,  in  foure  and  twenty  honres, 
Wher-ao  yow  list,  in  droghte   or  elles 

shoures,  (no) 

Beren  your  body  in-to  every  place 
To  which  your  herte  wilneth  for  to  pace 
With-outen  wem  of  yow,  thurgh  foul  or 

fair ;      \  121 

Or,  if  yow  list  to  fleen  as  hye  in  the  air 
As  doth  an  egle,  whan  him  list  to  sore, 
This  same  stede  shal  here  yow  over-more 
With-outen  harm,  til  ye  be  ther  yow 

leste,  135 

Though  Uiat  ye  slepen  on  his  bak  or  reste ; 
And  tume  ayeyn,  with  wrythingof  a  pin. 
He  that  it  wroghte  oonde  ful  many  a  gin  ; 
He  wayted  many  a  oonstellaoionn  (121) 
£r  he  had  doon  this  operaoioun ;  130 

And  knew  tal  many  a  seel  and  many 

abend. 
This  mirour  eek,  that  I  have  in  myn 

bond. 
Hath  swioh  a  might,  that  men  may  in  it 

see 
Whan  ther  shal  fallen  any  adversitee 
Un-to  your  regne  or  to  your-self  also ;    155 
And  openly  who  is  your  freend  or  foo. 
And  over  al  this,  if  any  lady  bright 
Hath  set  hir  herte  on  any  maner  wight, 
If  he  be  fals,  she  shal  his  treson  see,    (131) 
His  newe  love  and  al  his  subtiltee         140 
So  openly,  that  ther  shal  no-thing  hyde. 
Wherfor,  ageyn  this  lusty  someres  tyde, 
Thismirour  and  this  ring,  that  ye  may  see. 
He  hath  sent  to  my  lady  Ganacee, 
Tour  excellente  doghter  that  is  here.    145 

The  vertu  of  the  ring,  if  ye  wol  here, 
Is  this ;  that,  if  hir  lost  it  for  to  were  (139) 
Up-on  hir  thombe,  or  in  hir  purs  it  here, 
Ther  is  no  foul  that  fleeth  under  the 

hevene 
That  she  ne  shal  wel  understonde  )iis 

stevone,  i^t 

And  knowe  his  mening  openly  and  pleyn, 
And  answere  him  in  his  langage  ageyn. 
And  every  gras  that  groweth  up-on  rote 
She  shal  eek  knowe,  and  whom  it  wol  do 

bote, 
Al  be  h's  woundes  never  so  depe  and  wyde. 
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This  naked  Hwerd,  that  hang<eth  by  my 

syde,  1^ 

Swich  Yertn  hath,  that  what  man  m  ye 

smyte, 
Thorgh-ont  his  armtire  it  vol  kerve  and 

byte,  (150) 

Were  it  as  thikke  ae  is  a  branched  ook  ; 
And  what  man  that  is  wooQded  with  the 

strook  160 

Shal  never  be  hool  til  that  yow  list,  of 

grace, 
To  stroke  him  with  the  platte  in  thilke 

place 
Ther  he  is  hurt :  this  is  as  mnohe  to  seyn 
Ye  mote  with  the  platte  swerd  ageyn 
Stroke  him  in  the  woonde,  and  it  wol 

close ;  165 

This  is  a  verray  sooth,  with-onten  glose. 
It  failleth  nat  whyl  it  is  in  your  hold.' 
And  whan  this  knight  hath  thns  his 

tale  told,  (160) 

He  lydeth  ont  of  halle,  and  donn  he  lighte. 
His  stede,  which  that  shoon  as  sonne 

brighte,  170 

Stant  in  the  court,  as  stille  as  any  stoon. 
This  knight  is  to  his  ohambre  lad  anon, 
And  is  unarmed  and  to  mete  y-set 

The  presents  been  tal  royally  y'fet, 
This  is  to  seyn,  the  swerd  and  the  mironr, 
And  bom  anon  in-to  the  heighe  tour  .  176 
With  certeine  officers  ordeyned  therfore ; 
And  un-to  Oanaoee  this  ring  was  bore  (i  70) 
Solempnely,  ther  she  sit  at  the  table. 
But  sikerly,  with-outen  any  fable,  180 
The  hors  of  bras,  that  may  nat  be  remewed, 
It  stant  as  it  were  to  the  ground  y-glewed. 
Ther  may  no  man  out  of  the  place  it  dryve 
Por  noon  engyn  of  windas  or  polyre ;  184 
And  cause  why,  for  they  can  nat  the  craft. 
And  therefore  in  the  place  they  ban  it 

Lift 
Til  that  the  knight  hath  taught  hem  the 

manere 
To  voyden  him,  as  ye  shal  after  here.  (180) 
Greet  was  the  prees,  that  swarmeth  to 

and  fro,  189 

To  gauren  on  this  hors  that  stondeth  so ; 
For  it  so  heigh  was,  and  so  brood  and  long. 
So  wel  proporcioned  for  to  ben  strong, 
Bight  as  it  were  a  stede  of  Lumbardye ; 
Ther-with  so  horsly,  and  so  qnik  of  yd 


As  it  a  gentil  Poil^ys  courser  were.        195 
For  certes,  fro  his  tayl  un-to  his  ere, 
Nature  ne  art  ne  coude  him  nat  amende 
In  no  degree,  as  al  the  peple  wende.  (190) 
But  evermore  hir  moste  wonder  was, 
How  that  it  oonde  goon,  and  was    of 

bias;  200 

It  was  of  Faizye,  as  the  peple  semed. 
Diverse  folk  diversely  they  demed  ; 
As  many  hedes,  as  many  wittes  ther  been. 
They  murmureden  as  dooth  a  swann  of 

been, 
And  maden  skiles  after  hir  fimta^yea,    ac^ 
Behersinge  of  thise  olde  poetry es, 
And  seyden,  it  was  lyk  the  Fegasee, 
The  hors  that  hadde  winges  for  to  flee ;  ( joo) 
Or  eUes  it  was  the  Grekes  hors  Synon, 
That  broghte  Troye  to  destruccion,        2  to 
As  men  may  in  thise  olde  gestes  aede. 
*Myn  herte,'  quod  oon,  *is  overmore  in 

drede ; 
I  trowe  som  men  of  armee  been  ther-inne. 
That  shapen  hem  this  citee  for  to  winne. 
It  were  right  good  that  al  swioh  thing 

were  know&'  ^15 

Another  rowned  to  his  felawe  lowe, 
And  seyde,  *  he  lyeth,  it  is  rather  lyk 
An  apparence  y-maad  by  som  magyk,  (210) 
As  jogelours  pleyen  at  thise  festes  grete.' 
Of  sondiy  doutes  thus  they  jang^le  and 
•  trete,  220 

As  lowed  i>eple  demeth  oomunly 
Of  thinges  that  ben  maad  more  subtilly 
Than  ihey  can  in  her  lewednes  oompr«> 

hende ; 
They  demon  gladly  to  the  badder  ende. 
And  somme  of  hem  wondred  on  the 

mirour,  325 

That  bom  was  up  in-to  the  maister-ionr. 
How  men  mighte  in  it  swiche  thinges  see. 
Another  answerde,  and  seyde  it  mighte 

wel  be  (aao) 

KatureUy,  by  oomposicioans 
Of  angles  and  of  slye  reflezioans,  930 

And  seyden,  that  in  Some  was  swich  oon. 
They  speken  of  Alooen  and  Vitulon, 
And  Aristotle,  that  writen  in  hir  lyvtm 
Of  qneynte  mirours  and  of  progpectsrves, 
As  knowen  they  that  ban  hir  bokes  herd. 
And  othere  folk  hanwondred  on  the 

^36 
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That  volde  pexcen  thurgh-otit  eveiy-thing ; 
And  fille  in  speche  of  Thelophiu  the  king, 
And  of  Achilles  with  his  queynte  spere, 
For  he  conde  with  it  bothe  hele  and  dere, 
Bight  in  swich  wyse  as  men  may  with  the 

swerd  (233)  241 

Of  which  xi^t  now  ye  han  yonzHMlven 

herd. 
They  speken  of  sondiy  harding  of  metal, 
And  speke  of  medioynes  ther^with-^l, 
And  how,  and  whanne,  it  sholde  y-haarded 

be;  HS 

Which  is  imknowe  algates  unto  me. 
Tho  speke  they  of  Canaoete  ring, 
And  seyden  alle,  that  swioh  a  wonder 

thing  (040) 

Of  orafb  of  ringes  herde  they  never  non, 
Save  that  he,  Moyses,  and  king  Salomon 
Hadde  a  name  of  konning  in  swich  art.  251 
Thus  seyn  the  peple,  and  drawen  hem 

apart. 
Bat  nathelees,  somme  seyden  that  it  was 
Wonder  to  maken  of  fem-asshen  glas, 
And  yet  nis  glas  nat  lyk  asshen  of  fern ; 
Bat  for  they  han  y-knowen  it  so  fern,  956 
Therfore  cesseth  her  jangling  and  her 

wonder. 
As   sore  wondren   somme   on   cause  of 

thonder,  (250) 

On  ebbe,  on  flood,  on  gossomer,  and  on 

mist,  359 

And  alle  thing,  Ul  that  the  oaose  is  wist. 
Thos  jangle  they  and  demen  and  deyyse, 
Til  that  the  king  gan  fro  the  bord  aiyse. 
Fhebus  hath  lafb  the  angle  meridional. 
And  yet  ascending  was  the  beest  royal, 
The  gentil  Leon,  with  his  Aldiran,  365 
Whan  that  this  Tartre  king,  this  Cam- 

binskan,  (358) 

Boos  fro  his  bord,  ther  that  he  sat  fnl  hye. 
Tofom  him  gooth  the  loade  minstralcye. 
Til  he  cam  to  his  chambre  of  parements, 
Ther  as  they  sownen  divert  instrnments, 
That  it  is  lyk  an  heven  for  to  here.  371 
Now  danncen  Insty  Yenns  children  dere. 
For  in  the  Fish  hir  lady  sat  fol  hye, 
And  loketh  on  hem  with  a  freen<Uy  yS. 

This  noble  king  is  set  np  in  his  trone.  275 
This  strange  knight  is  fet  to  him  fol  sone. 
And  on  the  daonce  he  gooth  with  Canacee. 
Heer  is  the  revel  and  the  jolitee         (270) 


That  is  nat  able  a  dol  man  to  devyse.  279 
He  moste  han  knowen  love  and  his  servyae. 
And  been  a  festlich  man   as  fresh   aa 

May, 
That  sholde  yow  devysen  swich  array. 
Who  ooade  telle  yow   the  forme  of* 

daanoes, 
So  nncoathe  and  so  fresBhe  contenaanoes, 
Swich  subtil  loking  and  dissimulinges  285 
For  drede  of jalouse  mennesaperoeyvinges? 
Ko  man  bat  Launoelot,  and  he  is  deed. 
Therefor  I  passe  of  al  this  lustiheed ;  (280) 
I  seye  na-mora,  bat  in  this  jolynease 
I  lete  hem,  til  men  to  the  soper  dresse,  290 

The  styward  bit  the  spyces  for  to  hye, 
And  eek  the  wyn,  in  al  this  melodye. 
The  osshers  and  the  squyera  ben  y-goon ; 
The  spyces  and  the  wyn  is  come  fmoon. 
They  ete  and  drinke ;  and  whan  this  hadde 

an  ende,  295 

Un-to  the  temple,  as  reeon  was,    they 

wende. 

The  service  doon,  they  soupen  al  by  day. 

What  nedeth  yow  rehercen  hir  array  ?  (290) 

£ch  man  wot  wel,  that  at  a  kinges  feeste 

Hath  plentee,  to  the  moste  and  to  the 

leeste,  30U 

And   deyntees   mo  than   been    in    my 

knowing. 
At-after  soper  gooth  this  noble  king 
To  seen  this  horn  of  bras,  with  al  the  rente 
Of  lordes  and  of  ladyes  him  abonte. 
Swich  wondiing  was  ther  on  this  hors 

of  bras  305 

That,  sin  the  grete  sege  of  Troye  was, 
Ther-as  men  wondreden  on  an  hors  also, 
Ke  was  ther  swich  a  wondring  as  was  tho. 
Bat  fynally  the  king  axeth  this  knight  (301) 
The  vertu  of  this  coarser  and  the  might. 
And  preyede  him  to  telle  his  govemaunce. 
This  hors  anoon  bigan  to  trippe  and 

daonce,  312 

Whan  that  this  knight  leyde  hand  np-on 

hisreyne. 
And  seyde,  *  sir,  ther  is  na-more  to  seyne, 
But,  whan  yow  list  to  ryden  any-where,3i5 
Ye  moten  trille  a  pin,  stent  in  his  ere, 
Which  I  shall  telle  yow  bitwix  vs  two.  (309) 
Te  mote  nempne  him  to  what  place  also 
Or  to  what  contreethat  yow  list  to  ryde.319 
And  whan  ye  come  ther  as  yow  list  abyde, 
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Bidde  him  descende,  and  trille  Anotherpin, 
For  ther-in  lyth  the  effect  of  al  the  gizL, 
And  he  wol  doan  descende  and  doon  yonr 

-wille; 
And  in  that  place  he  wol  al^de  stille, 
^Though  al  the  world  the  contrarie  hadde 

y-swore ;  325 

He  shal  nat  thennes  hen  y-drawe  n'y- 

bore. 
Or,  if  yow  liste  bidde  him  thennee  goon, 
Trille  this  pin,  and  he  wol  vanishe  anoon 
Out  of  the  eighte  of  eveiy  manor  wight,(33i) 
And  oome  agajni,  be  it  l^  day  or  night,  330 
When  that  yow  list  to  olepen  him  ageyn 
In  Bwich  a  gyse  as  I  ihal  to  yow  seyn 
Bitwixe  yow  and  me,  and  that  fnl  sone. 
Ryde  whan  yow  list,  ther  is  na-more  to 

done.' 
Enformed  whan  the  king  was  of  that 

knight,  335 

And  hath  conoej^ed  in  his  wit  aright 
The  manor  and  the  forme  of  al  this  thing, 
Thus  glad  and  Uythe,  this  noble  doughty 

king  (330) 

Bepeireth  to  his  revel  as  bifom. 
The  brydel  is  nn-to  the  tour  y-bom,     340 
And  kept  among  his  jewels  leve   and 

dere. 
The  hors  vanisshed,  I  noot  in  what  manere, 
Out  of  hir  sighte ;  ye  gete  na-more  of  me. 
But  thus  I  lete  in  lust  and  lolitee 
This  Cambsmskan  his  lordes  fe8teyinge,345 
Til  wel  ny  the  day  bigan  to  springe. 
Explicit  prima  pars. 
Sequitor  pars  sccnnda. 
The  norice  of  digestioun,  the  slope, 
Gan  on  hem  winke,  and  bad  hem  taken 

kepe,  (340) 

That  muohel  drink  and  labour  wolde  han 

reste; 
And  with  a  galping  mouth  hem  alle  he 

keste,  350 

And  seyde,  *  it  was  tyme  to  lye  adonn. 
For  blood  was  in  his  dominacioun ; 
Cherissheth  blood,  natures  fteend,'  quod 

he. 
They  thanken  him  galpinge,  by  two,  by 

three. 
And  every  wight  gan  drawe  him  to  his 

reste,  355 


As  slepe  hem  bad;  they  toke  it  for  the 

beste. 
Hir  dremes  shul  nat  been  y-told  for  me ; 
Ful  were  hir  hedes  of  fumoeitee,         (350) 
That  oauseth  dreem,  of  which  ther  nis  no 

chaige.  359 

They  slepen  til  that  it  was  pxyme  large, 
The  moste  part,  but  it  were  Canaoee  ; 
She  was  tal  mesurable,  as  wommen  be. 
For  of  hir  fader  hadde  she  take  leve 
To  gon  to  reste,  sone  after  it  was  eve ; 
Hir  liste  nat  appalled  for  to  be,  365 

Nor  on  the  morwe  unfestlich  for  to  see ; 
And  slepte  hir  firste  sleep,  and  thanne 

awook.  (359) 

For  swich  a  joye  she  in  hir  herte  took 
Both  of  hir  queynte  ring  and  hir  mirour, 
That  twenty  tyme  she  changed  hir  colour ; 
And  in  hir  slepe,  right  for  impressioan  371 
Qf  hir  mirour,  she  hadde  a  visionn. 
Wherfore,  er  that  the  Sonne  gan  up  glyde. 
She  cleped  on  hir  maistresse  hir  biiyde, 
And  seyde,  that  hir  liste  for  to  ryse.      375 
Thise  olde  wommen  that  been  gladly 

wyse, 
As  is  hir  maistresse,  answerde  hir  anoon. 
And    seyde,    *madame,  whider  wil   ye 

goon  (370) 

Thus  erly  ?  for  the  folk  ben  alle  on  reste.' 

*  I  wol,'  quod  she,  *  aryse,  for  me  leste  380 

No  longer  for  to  slepe,  and  walke  aboute.' 

Hir  maistresse  clepeth  wommen  a  gret 

route. 
And  up  they  lysen,  wel  a  ten  or  twelve : 
Up  ryseth  firesshe  Ganacee  hir-solve, 
As  rody  and  bright  as  dooth  €he  yonge 

Sonne,  385 

That  in  the  Bam  is  four  degrees  up-ronne ; 
Noon  hyer  was  he,  whan  she  redy  was ; 
And  forth  she  walketh  esily  a  pas,      (380) 
Arrayed  afber  the  lusty  seson  sote        389 
Lightly,  for  to  pl^ye  and  walke  on  fete ; 
Nat  but  with  i^ve  or  six  of  hir  meynee ; 
And  in  a  trench,  forth  in  the  park,  goth 

she. 
The  vapour,  which  that  fro  the  erthe  glood, 
Kade  the  sonne  to  seme  rody  and  brood ; 
But  nathelees,  it  was  so  fair  a  sighte  395 
That  it  made  alle  hir  hertes  for  to  li^hte, 
What  for  the  seson  and  the  morweninge. 
And  for  the  foules  that  she  horde  singe ; 
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For  rigrht  anon  she  wiste  what  ihey  mente 
Bi^t  bjhir  mn^,  and  knewal  hir  entente. 
The  knotte,  why  that  every  tale  is  told, 
If  it  be  taried  tU  that  lort  be  oold 
Of  hem  that  ban  it  after  herkned  yore, 
The  savour  passeth  ever  ienger  the  more, 
For  folaomneflse  of  his  prolixitee.         405 
And  by  the  same  reson  thinketh  me, 
I  sholde  to  the  knotte  oondesoende, 
And  maken   of   hir  walking    sone    an 

ende.  (4ou) 

Amidde  a  tree  fordrye,  as  whjrt  as  ohalk, 
As  Ganaoee  was  pleying  in  hir  walk,    410 
Ther  sat  a  firaoon  over  hir  heed  fnl  bye, 
That  with  a  pitons  voys  so  gan  to  oiye 
That  all  the  wode  resonned  of  hir  oxy. 
T-beten  hath  she  hir-self  so  pitoosly    414 
With  bothe  hir  winges,  til  the  rede  blood 
Ban  eindeloDg  the  tree  ther-as  she  stood. 
And  ever  in  oon  she  oryde  alwsy  and 

shrighte, 
And   with    hir   beek   hizHMlven  so  she 

prighte,  (410) 

That  ther  nis  tygre,  ne  noon  so  crael 

beste. 
That  dwelleth  either  in  wode  or  in  foreste 
That  nolde  ban  wept,  if  that  he  wepe 

coode,  4ai 

For  sorwe  of  hir,  she  shrighte  alwey  so 

loads. 
For  ther  nas  never  yet  no  man  on  lyve — 
If  that  I  ooade  a  fanoon  wel  disczyro— 
That  herde  of  swioh  another  of  fiaimesse, 
As  wel  of  plumage  as  of  gentillesse  436 
Of  shap,  and  al  that  mighte  y-rekened  be. 
A  fancon  peregiyn  than  semed  she  (420) 
Of  fremde  land ;  and  evermore,  as  she 

stood, 
She  swowneth  now  and  now  for  lakka  of 

blood,  430 

Til  wel  neigh  is  she  fUlen  fro  the  tree. 

This  &ire  kinges  doghter,  Canaoee, 
That  on  hir  finger  bar  the  qaeynte  ring, 
Thturgh  which  she  understood  wel  every 

thing 
That  any  fool  may  in  his  ledene  seyn,  435 
And  ooude  answere  him  in  his  ledme 

ageyn. 
Hath  understonde  what  this  fisuoon  sesrde. 
And  wel  neigh  for  the  rewthe  almost  she 

deyde.  (430) 


And  to  the  tree  she  gooth  ftil  hastily. 
And  on  this  fauoon  loketh  pitously,     440 
And  heeld  hir  lappa  abrood,  for  wel  she 

wiste 
The  iaaoon  moste  fallen  Aro  the  twiste,       • 
When  that  it  swowned  next,  for  lakke  of 

blood. 
A  longe  while  to  wayten  hir  she  stood 
Till  atte  laste  she  spak  in  this  manere  445 
Un-to  the  hauk,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 

'  What  is  the  cause,  if  it  be  for  to  telle, 
That  ye  be  in  this  fturial  pyne  of  belle  ?' 
Quod  Canaoee  un-to  this  hauk  above.  (441 ) 

*  Is  this  for  sorwe  of  deeth  or  los  of  love  ? 
For,  as  I  trowe,  thise  ben  causes  two   451 
That  oausen  nooost  a  gentil  herte  wo ; 
Of  other  harm  it  nedeth  nat  to  speke. 
For  ye  yoor-self  upon  yourself  yow  wreke, 
Which  proveth  wel,  that  either  love  or 

drede  455 

Hot  been  enoheson  of  your  cruel  dede. 
Sin  that  I  see  non  other  wight  yow  chace. 
For  love  of  god,  as  dooth  your-selven  grace 
Or  what  may  ben  your  help;  for  west  nor 

eest  (451) 

Ne  s^  I  never  er  now  no  biid  ne  beest 
That  ferde  with  him-self  so  pitously.    461 
Te  slee  me  with  your  sorwe,  verraily ; 
I  have  of  yow  so  gret  compassioun. 
For  goddes  love,  com  tro  the  tree  adoun ; 
And,  as  I  am  a  kinges  doghter  trewe,  465 
If  that  I  verraily  the  cause  knewe 
Of  your  disese,  if  it  lay  in  my  might, 
I  wolde  amende  it,  er  that  it  were  night, 
As  wisly  helpe  me  gret  god  of  kinde !  (461) 
And  herbes  shal  I  right  y-nowe  y>finde 
To  hele  with  your  hurtes  hastily.'         471 
Tho  shrighte  this  fauoon  more  pitously 
Than  ever  she  dide,  and  fil  to  grounde 

anoon. 
And  lyth  aswowne,  deed,  and  lyk  a  stoon, 
Til  Canaoee  hath  in  hir  lappe  hir  take  475 
Un>to  the  tyme  she  gan  of  swough  awake. 
And,  after  that  she  of  hir  swough  gan 

breyde. 
Bight  in  hir   haukee   ledene  thus   she 

seyde .--  (470) 

*  That  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentU  herte, 
Felinghis  similitude  in  peynessmerte,  480 
Is  preved  al-day,  as  men  may  it  see, 

As  wel  by  work  as  by  auctoritee ; 
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For  gentil  herte  ]cytheth  gentillesse. 
I  see  welf  that  ye  han  of  my  distrease 
Comiiassioan,  my  fiidre  CanAoee,  485 

Of  yem^  wommanly  benignitee 
•  Tliat  nature  in  your  principles  hath  set. 
But  for  non  hope  for  to  &re  the  bet,  (480) 
But  for  to  obeye  un-to  your  herte  free, 
And  for  to  maken  other  be  war  by  ma, 
As  by  the  whelp  oliasted  is  the  leoun,  491 
Bii^ht  for  that  cause  and  that  oondusionn, 
Whyl  that  I  have  a  leyserand  a  space, 
Myn  harm  I  wol  confessen,  er  I  puce.' 
And  ever,  whyl  that  oon  hir  aorwe  tolde, 
That  other  weep,  as  she  to  water  wolde, 
Til  that  the  fancon  bad  hir  to  be  stille ; 
And,  with  a  syk,  right  thua  she  seyde  hir 

wiUe.  (49(i)  498 

'Ther  I  was  bred  (alias!  that  hardo 

day!) 
And  fostred  in  a  roche  of  marbul  gray 
So  tendrely,  that  nothing  oyled  me,      501 
I  niste  nat  what  was  adversitee, 
Til  I  coude  flee  fill  hye  under  the  sky. 
Tho  dwelte  a  tercelet  me  faste  by. 
That  semed  welle  of  alle  gentillesse ;    505 
Al  were  he  ful  of  treson  and  fklsnesse. 
It  was  so  wrapped  under  humble  ohere, 
And  under  hewe  of  trouthe    in    swich 

manere,  (500) 

Under  plesance,  and  under  bisy  peyne. 
That  no  wight  coude  han  wend  he  coude 

feyne,  ^  510 

So  depe  in  greyn  he  dyed  his  colourea. 
Right  as  a  serpent  hit  him  under  floures 
Til  he  may  seen  his  tyme  for  to  byte, 
Bight  so  this  god  of  love,  this  ypocryte. 
Doth  so  his  cerimonies  and  obeisanuees. 
And  kepeth  in  semblant  alle  his  obser- 
vances 516 
That  Bowneth  in-to  gentillesse  of  love. 
As  in  a  toumbe  is  al  the  fairs  above,  (510) 
And  under  is  the  corps,  swich  as  ye  woot^ 
Swich  was  this  ypooiyte,  bothe  cold  and 

hoot,  530 

And  in  this  wyse  he  served  his  entente, 
That  (save  the  feend)  non  wiste  what  he 

mente. 
Til  he  so  longe  had  wopen  and   oom- 

pleyned. 
And  numy  a  year  his  service  to  me  feyned. 
Til  that  myn  herte,  to  pitons  and  to  nyce, 


Al  innocent  of  his  cronned  malice,       536 
For-fered  of  his  deeth,  as  thoughte  me, 
Upon  his  othes  and  his  senretee,         (5J0) 
Graunted  him  love,  on  this  oondicionn. 
That  evemunre  myn  honour  and  renoon 
Were  saved,  bothe  privee  and  apert ;   551 
This  is  to  seyn,  that,  after  Uis  desert, 
I  yaf  him  al  myn   herte  and    al   my 

thoght— 
Ood  woot  and  he,  that  otberwyse  noght — 
And  took  his  herte  in  chaunge  for  myn 

for  ay.  555 

But  sooth  is  aeyd,  gon  sithen  many  a  day, 
"  A  trew  wight  and  a  theef  thenken  nat 

oon." 
And,  whan  he  saugh  the  thing  so  fer 

y-goon,  (530) 

That  I  had  graunted  him  fiilly  my  lo%'e, 
In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  have  seyd  above,  540 
And  yeveu  him  my  trewe  herte,  as  free 
As  he  swoor  he  his  herte  yaf  to  me ; 
Anon  this  tygre,  ful  of  doublenease, 
Fil  on  his  knees  with  so  devout  hum- 

blesse. 
With  BO  heigh  reverence,  and,  as  I7  his 

chere,  545 

So  lyk  a  gentil  lovere  of  manere, 
So  ravisshed,  as  it  semed,  for  the  joye. 
That  never  Jason,  ne  Paxys  of  Troye,  (540) 
.Tason  ?  certes,  ne  non  other  man, 
Sin  Lameth  was,  that  alderfint  bigan  599 
Toloven  two,  as  writen  folk  biforn, 
Ne  never,  sin  the  firste  man  was  born, 
Ke  coude  man,  by  twenty  thousand  part, 
Oountrefete  the  sophimes  of  his  art ; 
Ne  were  worthy  unbokele  his  galoohe,  555 
Ther  doublenesse  or  feyning  skolda  ap- 

proche, 
Ne  so  coude  thanke  a  wight  as  he  did  me ! 
His  maner  whs  an  heven  for  to  see     (550) 
Til  any  womman,  were  she    never  so 

wys; 
Sopeynted  he  and  kembde  at  point-devys 
As  wel  his  wordes  as  his  oontanannoe.  561 
And  X  so  Ipvede  him  for  his  obeisannee, 
And  for  the  trouthe  I  demed  in  his  herte, 
That,  if  so  were  that   any  thing   him 

smerte, 
Al  were  it  never  so  lyte,  and  I  it  wiste,  s^ 
Me  thoughte,  I  felte  deeth  myn  herte 

twiBte. 
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And  shortly,  so  ferforth  this  thing  is 
i»«nt,  (559) 

That  my  wil  was  his  willes  instnunent ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  my  wil  obeyed  his  wil 
In  alle  thing,  as  fer  as  reeon  fil,  570 

Keping  the  boondes  of  my  worship  ever. 
Ne  never  hadde  I  thing  so  leef,  ne  lever, 
As  him,  god  woot !  ne  never  shal  na-ma 
This  lasteth  lenger  than  a  yeer  or  two, 
That  I  supposed  of  him  noght  bat  good. 
Bnt  fynaUj,  thns  atte  laste  it  stood,     576 
That  fortune  wolde  that  he  moste  twinne 
Out  of  that  place  whieh  that  I  was  inne. 
Wher  me  was  wo,  that  is  no  qaeetioon ; 
I  can  nat  make  of  it  discripcioim ;       580 
For  o  thing  dar  I  tellen  boldely,         (573) 
I  hnowe  what  is  the  peyne  of  deth  tibter-by ; 
Swich  harm  I  felte  for  he  ne  mighte 

bileve. 
So  on  a  day  •of  me  he  took  his  leve, 
So  sorwefoUy  eek,  that  I  wende  venraily 
That  he  had  felt  as  mnohe  harm  as  I,  586 
Whan  that  I  herde  him  speke,  and  satigh 

his  hewe.  (579) 

Bat  nathelees,  I  thonghte  he  was  so  trewe, 
And  eek  that  he  xepaire  sholde  ageyn 
With-inne  a  litel  whyle,  sooth  to  seyn ;  590 
And  reson  wolde  eek  that  he  moste  go 
For  his  honoor,  as  ofte  it  happeth  so, 
That  I  made  verta  of  neoessitee. 
And  took  it  wel,  sin  that  it  moste  be. 
As  I  best  mighte,  I  hidde  fro  him  my 

sorwe,  595 

And  took  him  by  the  hond,  seint  John  to 

borwe, 
And  seyde  htm  thos :  **  lo,  I  am  yoores  al ; 
Beth  swich  as  I  to  yow  have  been,  and 

shaL"  (590) 

What  he  answerde,  it  nedeth  noght  re- 

herce, 
Who  can  sey  bet  than  he,  who  can  do 

werse?  600 

Whan  he  hath  al  wel  seyd,  thanne  hath 

he  doom. 
**  Therfor  bihoveth  him  a  fal  long  spoon 
That  shal  ete  with  a  feend,"  thus  herde 

Is^ye. 
So  atte  laste  he  moste  forth  his  weye. 
And  forth  he  fleeth,  til  he  cam  ther  him 

leste.  605 

Whan  it  cam  him  to  porpos  for  to  reste, 


I  trowe  he  hadde  thilke  text  m  minde, 
That  '^  aUe  thing,  repeiring  to  his  kinde, 
Gladeth  him-self '*;  thns  seyn  men,  as  I 

gesse  J  (601) 

Men  loven  of  propre  kinde  new£uigel- 

nesse,  610 

As  briddes  doon  that  men  in  cages  fede. 
Tor  though  thou  night  and  day  take  of 

hemhede, 
And  strawe  hir  cage  faire  and  soffce  as 

silk, 
And  3^ve  hem  sngie,  hony,  breed  and 

fnillr 

Tet  right  anon,  as  that  his  dore  is  uppe, 
He  with  his  feet  wol  spume  adoun  his 

ouppe,  616 

And  to  the  wode  he  wol  and  wormes  ete ; 
So  newefangel  been  they  of  hir  mete,  (610) 
And  loven  noveliyes  of  propre  kinde ; 
No  gentillesse  of  blood  [ne]  may  hem 

binde.  620 

So  ferde  this  tercelet,  alias  the  day ! 
Though  he  were  gentil  bom,  and  Aresh 

andgv. 
And  goodly  for  to  seen,  and  humble  and 

He  saugh  ap-on  a  tyme  a  kyte  flee. 
And  sodeynly  he  loved  this  kj^  so,      625 
That  al  his  love  is  clene  fro  me  ago. 
And  hath  his  trouthe  falsed  in  this  wyse ; 
Thus  hath  the  kyte  my  love  in  hir  ser^ 

vyse,  (620) 

And  I  am  lorn  with-outen  remedye !' 
And  with  that  word  this  faocon  gan  to 

crye,  630 

And  Bwowned  eft  in  Canacete  barme. 
Greet  was  the  sorwe,  for  the  haukes 

harme. 
That  Canaoee  and  olle  hir  wommen  made ; 
They  niste  how  they  mighte  the  faucon 

ghfcde.  634 

But  Canaoee  horn  bereth  hir  in  hirlappe. 
And  softely  in  piastres  gan  hir  wrappe, 
Ther  as  she  with  hir  beek  had  hurt  hir- 

selve.  (629) 

Now  can  nat  Canacee  but  herbes  delve 
Out  of  the  grounde,  and   make  salves 

newe 
Of  herbes  precious,  and  fyne  of  hewe,  640 
To  helen  with  this  hank ;  fro  day  to  night 
She  dooth  hir  bisinesse  and  al  hir  might. 
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And  by  hir  beddes  heed  ahe  made  a  mewe, 

And  coyeied  it  with  velndttei  blewe, 

In  signe  of  trouthe  that  is  in  'wonunen 

Bene.  645 

And  al  with-onte,  the  mewe  is  peynted 

grene, 
In  whioh  were  peynted  alio  thiae  false 

fooles,  (639) 

As  beth  thise  tidifs,  teroelets,  and  ooles, 
Bight  for  despyt  were  peynted  hem  bivyde, 
And  pyes,  on  hem  for  to  crye  and  ohyde. 
Thus  lete  I  Canaoee  hir  hank  keping ; 
I  wol  na-more  as  now  speke  of  hir  zing^, 
Til  it  come  eft  to  pnrpos  for  to  seyn 
How  that  this  fkacon  gat  hir  love  ageyn 
Bepentant,  as  the  storie  telleth  ns^       655 
By  mediacionn  of  Gambalns, 
The  kinges  sone,  of  whiohe  I  yow  tolde. 
Bat  hennee-forth  I  wol  my  proces  holde 
To  speke  of  aventnres  and  of  batailles, 
That  never  yet  was  herd  so  grate  mer^ 

vaiUes.  ^53)  660 

First  wol  I  telle  yow  of  Gambinskan, 
That  in  his  tyme  many  a  citee  wan ; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Algar^yf , 
How  that  he  wan  Theodora  to  his  wyf, 
For  whom  fnl  ofte  in  greet  peril  he  was, 
Ke  hadde  he  ben  holpen  by  the  stede  of 

bras;  666 

And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Cambalo, 
That  fanght  in  listes  with  the  bretheren 

two  (660) 

For  Canaoee,  er  that  he  mighte  hir  winne. 

And  ther  I  lefbe  I  wol  ageyn  biginne.  670 

Explicit  secimda  pars. 

Indpit  pars  tercla. 

AppoUo  whirleth  np  his  char  so  hye, 

[T.  om. 
Til  that  the  god   Hercozins   boos   the 

Blye—  [T.  om. 

{UnfMthed,) 
Here  folwen  the  wordea  of  the  Frankelin 
to  the  Sqnier,  and  the  wordes  of  the 
Host  to  the  Frankelin. 

*In  feith,  8qaier|  thou  hast   thee  wel 
y-quit, 


And  gentilly  I  preise  wel  thy  wit,' 

Qaod  the  Frankeleyn,  'considering  thy 

yonthe,  675 

So  feelingly  thoa  spekest,  sir,  I  aUov 

the! 
As  to  my  doom,  ihare  is  non  that  is 

here 
Of  eloquence  that  shal  be  thy  pere. 
If  that  thoa  live;  god  yeve  thee  good 

chaanoe,  679 

And  in  verta  sende  thee  oontiniiaimoe ! 
For  of  thy  speohe  I  have  greet  d^ynteeu 
I  have  a  sone,  and,  by  the  l^initee,      (10) 
I  hadde  lever  than  twenty  poand  ^ivoith 

lond, 
Thoogh  it  right  now  were  fiUlen  in  myn 

hond. 
He  wereaman  of  swiehdisoredoon    685 
As  that  ye  been  I  ty  on  posseesionn 
Bat-if  a  man  be  vertaoas  witb-aL 
I  have  my  sone  snibbed,  and  yet  shal. 
For  he  to  verta  listeth  nat  entende ; 
But  for  to  plesre  at  dees,  and  to  despende. 
And  lese  al  that  he  hath,  is  his  nsnge.  691 
And  he  hath  lever  talken  with  a  page<3o) 
Than  to  oomnne  with  any  gental  wigfat 
Ther  he  mighte  leme  gentillesae  aright.* 

*  Straw  for  yoor  gentillesM,'  qnod  our 

host;  695 

*  What,  frankelfliyn?  pardee,  sir,  wel  thoa 

wost 
That  eohe  of  yow  mot  tellen  atte  leste 
A  tale  or  two,  or  breken  his  bihesteu' 
*That   knowe   I  wel,    sir/  qaod   the 
frankeleyn ; 

*  I  prey  yow,  haveth  me  nat  in  desdeyn 
Thongh  to  this  man  I  speke  a  word  or 

two.»  701 

*  Telle  on  thy  tale  with-oaten  wordes 

mo/  (30) 

'Gladly,  sir  host,*  qnod  he,  *  I  wolob^yv 
Un-to  yoor   wil;    now   herkneth  what 

Isoye. 
I  wol  yow  hat  oontrarien  in  no  wyse    yog 
As  fer  as  that  my  wlttes  wol  guSfyte ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  it  may  plesan  yow. 
Than  woot  I  wel  that  it  is  good  y>now.* 
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THE   FRANKLIN'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  tbe  FrankelAyns  Tale. 


Thxsx  olde  gentil  Britons  in  hir  dayee 
Of  diTene  aventnres  maden  layes,        710 
Rymeyed  in  hir  finte  Briton  tonge ; 
Which  layes  with  hir  instniments  they 

•onge,  (40) 

Or  elles  redden  hem  for  hir  plesaance ; 
And  oon  of  hem  have  I  in  remembrannce, 
Which  I  thai  Beyn  with  good  wil  as  I 

can.  715 

But,  sires,  by-canse  I  am  a  bnrel  man, 
At  my  biginning  first  I  yow  biseche 
Hare  me  ezoosed  of  my  rade  speohe ; 


I  lemed  never  rethoiyk  certojm ; 
Thing  that  I  speke,  it  moot  be  bare  and 

pleym.  720 

I  sleep  never  on  the  mount  of  Pemaso,  - 
Ne  lemed  Marons  Tnllins  Gitbero.       (50) 
Ck>lonrs  ne   knowe  I   none,  -with-oaton 

drede, 
Bat  swiche  colonrs  as  growen  in  the  mede. 
Or  elles  swiohe  as  men  dye  or  peynto.  725 
Colonrs  of  rethoiyk  ben  me  to  qaeynte ; 
My  spirit  feleth  noght  of  swioh  matere. 
Bat  if  yow  list,  my  tale  shol  ye  here. 


THE   FRANKELEYNS   TALE. 


Here  biginneih  the  Frankeleyna  Tale* 


Ix  Armorik,  that  called  is  Britayne, 
Ther  was  a  knight  that  loved  and  dide 

his  pa3nie  750 

To  serve  a  lady  in  his  bests  wyse ; 
And  many  a  labour,  many  a  greet  empryse 
He  for  his  lady  wroghte,  er  she  were 

wonne. 
For  she  was  oon,  the  faireste  ander  sonne. 
And  eek  therto  come  of  so  heigh  kinrede, 
That  wel  onnethes  dorste  this  knight,  for 

drede,  73^ 

Telle   hir   his  wo,  his  peyne,  and   his 

distresse. 
Bat  atte  lasts,  she,  for  his  worthinesse,  (10) 
And  namely  for  his  meke  obcysaonce, 
Hath  swioh  a  pitee  canght  of  his  pen- 
ance, 740 


That  prively  she  fil  of  his  accord 

To  take  him  for  hir  hoosbonde  and  hir 

lord. 
Of  swich  lordships  as  men  han  over  hir 


And  for  to  lede  the  more  in  blisse  hir 
lyves,  744 

Of  his  free  wil  he  swoor  hir  as  a  knight, 
That  never   in  al  his    lyf  he,   day  ne 

night, 
Ke  sholdo  ap-on  him  take  no  maistiye 
Agayn  hir  wil,  ne  kythe  hir  jalonsye,  (20) 
Bat  hir  obeye,  and  folwe  hir  wil  in  al 
As  any  lovere  to  his  lady  shal ;  750 

Save  that  the  name  of  soveraynetee, 
That  wolde  he  have  for  shame  of  his 
degree, 
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She  thanked  him,  and  with  Ail  greet 

hnmblcsse 
She  soyde,  *  sire,  sith  of  your  gentillesse 
Ye  profre  me  to  have  bo  lai^ge  a  reyne,  755 
Ne  wolde  never  god  bitwixe  xm  tweyne, 
Ab  in  my  gilt,  were  onther  werre  or  wtryf. 
Sir,  I  wol  be  your  humble  trewe  wyf,  (30) 
Have  heer  my  tronthe,  til  that  myn  herte 

breate.' 
Thus  been  they  bothe  in  qoiete  and  in 

reste.  760 

For  o  thing,  sires,  sanfly  dar  I  seye, 
That  frendea  everioh  other  moot  obeye. 
If  they  wol  longe  holden  oompanye. 
Love  wol  nat  ben  constreyned  by  maia- 

tiye; 
Whan  maistrie  comth,  the  god  of  love 

anon  765 

Beteth  hise  winges,  and  fkrewel!  he  is 

gon! 
Love  is  a  thing  as  any  spirit  £ree ; 
Wommen  of  kinde  desiren  libertee,     (40) 
And  nat  to  ben  constreyned  as  a  thral ; 
And  so  don  men,  if  I  soth  seyen  shal.  770 
Loke  who  that  is  most  pacient  in  love,  ^ 
He  is  at  his  avantage  al  above. 
Pacienoe  is  an  heigh  vertn  certeyn ; 
For  it  venqnisseth,  as  thise  olerkes  seyn, 
Thinges  that  rigour  sholde  never  atteyne. 
For  every  word  men  may  nat  chyde  or 

pleyna  776 

Lemeth  to  suffre,  or  elles,  so  moot  I  goon. 
Ye  shul  it  leme,  wher-so  ye  wole  or  noon. 
For  in  this  world,  oertein,  ther  no  wight 

i«,  (SO 

That  he  ne  dooth  or  seith  som-tyme  amis. 
Ire,  siknease,  or  oonstellaoionn,  781 

Wyn,  wo,  or  channginge  of  oomplexioun 
Oauseth  ful  of te  to  doon  amis  or  speken. 
On  eveiy  wrong  a  man  may  nat  be  wreken ; 
After  the  tyme,  moate  be  temperaunce  785 
To  every  wight  that  can  on  govemaunoe. 
And   therfore    hath    this   wyae   worthy 

knight. 
To  live  in  eae,  snifrance  hir  bihight,    (60) 
And  she  to  him  ful  wisly  gan  to  awere 
That  never  sholde  ther  be  defaute  in  here. 
Heer  may  men  seen  an  humble  wya 

accord ;  791 

Tlma  hath  she  take  hir  aervant  and  hir 

lord, 


Servant  in  love,  and  lord  in  1 

Than   was    he    bothe   in   lordahip    and 

aervage; 
Servage?  nay,  but  in  lordahipe  above,  7*95 
Sith  he  hath  bothe  his  lady  and  hia  love ; 
His  lady,  oertea,  and  his  wyf  also, 
The  which  that  lawe  of  love  acordetii  to. 
And  whan  he  was  in  thia  proeperitoe,  (71 1 
Hoom  with   his  wyf  he   gooth    to    his 

oontree,  800 

Nat  fer  fro  Penmark,  ther  hia  dwelling 

waa, 
Wher-aa  he  liveth  in  bliaae  and  in  aoUm. 
Who  ooude  telle,  but  he  had  wedded  be. 
The  joye,  the  eae,  and  the  prosperitee 
That  is  bitwise  an  honabonde  and  hia  wyf* 
A  yeer  and  more  lasted  thia  blisfal  lyf,8a6 
Til  that  the  knight  of  which  I  ^leke  of 

thus, 
That  of  Kayxrud  waa  doped  Arveragaa,  (80 
Shoop  him  to  goon,  and  dweUe  a  yeer  or 

tweyne 
In  Engelond,  that  cleped  waa  eek  Briteyne, 
To  aeke  in  armea  worship  and  honour ;  81 1 
For  al  hia  lost  he  aette  in  awioh  labour ; 
And  dwelled  ther  two  yeer,  the  book  aeith 

thua. 
Now  wol  I  atinte  of  thia  Arveragna, 
And  apeken  I  wole  of  Dongen^hia  wyf,8i5 
That  loveth  hir  houabonde  as  hir  hertea 

lyf. 

For  hia  abeenoe  wepeth  ahe  and  ayketh, 
Aa  doon  thiae  noble  wyves  whan  hem 

lyketh.  <9i)> 

She  moometh,  waketh,  wi^leth,  fagt^th. 

pleyneth ;  819 

Deayr  of  hia  preaenoe  hir  ao  diatrcyneth. 
That  al  this  wyde  world  ahe  aette  at  noght. 
Hir  frendea,  whiohe  that  knewe  hir  bevy 

thoght, 
Conforten  hir  in  al  that  ever  they  may ; 
They  prechen  hir,  they  telle  hir  night 

and  day. 
That  cauaeleea  ahe  aleeth  hir-aelf,  alias !  825 
And  every  confort  poeaible  in  thia  eae 
They  doon  to  hir  with  al  hir  liiBinooBo, 
Al  for  to  make  hir  leve  hir  hevineaae.  <  loo 

By  procea,  aa  ye  knowen  evenohoon. 
Men  may  ao  longe  graven  in  a  atoon,   8310 
Til  aom  figure  ther-inne  emprented  be. 
So  longe  han  they  conforted  hir,  til  she 
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Beoeyyad  hath,  by  h<ype  and  by  TOBOim, 
Th*einprentang  of  hir  ooiuolaoioim,      834 
Thnzgh  -which  hir  grete  sorwe  gan  aswage ; 
She  vaaj  nat  al vey  dnxen  in  swich  rage. 

And  eek  Arveragos,  in  al  this  care, 
Hath  sent  hir  lettroi  hoom  of  his  welfare, 
And  that  he  wol  come  hastily  agayn ;  (xii) 
Or  ellea  hadde  this  aorwe  hir  herte  slayn. 

Hir  freendes  aawe  hir  Borwe  gan  to 

slake,  &4,i 

And  preyede  hir  on  knees,  for  goddes 


To  come  and  romen  hir  in  oompanye, 
Awey  to  dryye  hir  derke  fanta^sre. 
And  finally,  she  graanted  that  reqneste ; 
for  wel  she  sangh  that  it  was  for  the 

beste.  (1x8)  846 

Now  stood  hir  castel  fiute  by  the  see. 
And  often  with  hir  flreendes  walketh  she 
Hir  to  dispoTte  up-on  the  bank  an  heigh, 
Wher-as  she  many  a  ship  and  barge  seigh 
Sailings  hir  ooms,  wher-as  hem  lists  go ; 
Bnt  than  was  that  a  parcel  of  hir  wo. 
For  to  hir^Mlffolofte' alias!'  aeith  she, 
*  Is  ther  no  ship,  of  so  manye  as  I  see, 
Wol  bringen  horn  my  lord?   than  were 

myn  herte  855 

Al  wariashed  of  his  hittie  peynes  smerte.' 

Another  tyme  ther  wolde  she  sitte  and 

thinke, 
And  oaste  hir  eyen  dounward  £co  the 

brinke.  (130) 

But  whan  she  sangh  the  grisly  rokkes 

blake. 
For  veriay  fere  so  wolde  hir  herte  quake, 
That  on  hir  feet  she  mighte  hir  noght 

sostene.  861 

Than  wolde  she  sitte  adonn  upon  the 

grene, 
And  pitously  in-to  the  see  biholde. 
And  seyn  right  thns,  with  sorwefhl  eykea 

colde: 
*  Eteme  god,  that  thnigh  thy  pnrvey- 

aonoe  865 

licdeet  the  world  by  oertein  goremannoe. 
In  jrdel,  as  men  se3m,  ye  no-thing  make ; 
Bat,  lord,  thise   grisly  feendly  rokkes 

blake,  (140) 

That  sexioen  rather  a  fonl  oonfosionn 
Of  werk  than  any  fair  creacioon  870 

Of  swich  a  parfit  wys  god  and  a  stable. 


Why  ban  ye  wroght  this  werk  nnreson-^ 

abh»? 
For  by  this  werk,  south,  north,  ne  west, 

neeest, 
Ther  nis  y-foetred  man,  ne  brid,  ne  beest; 
It  dooth  no  good,  to  my  wit,  but  anoyeth. 
See    ye    nat,    lord,    how   mankinde   it 

destroyeth?  876 

An  hundred  thousand  bodies  of  mankinde 
Han  rokkes  slayn,  al  be  they  nat  in  minde, 
Which  mankinde  is  so  fair  part  of  thy 

werk  (151) 

That  thou  it  madest  lyk  to  ahyn  owene 

merk.  880 

Than  semed  it  ye  hadde  a  greet  chiertee 
Toward  mankinde ;   but  how  than  may 

it  be 
That  ye  swiche  menes  make  it  to  de* 

stroyen, 
Whiche  menes   do   no  good,  but   ever 

anoyen? 
I  woot  wel  olerkes  wol   seyn,  as  hem 

leste,  885 

By  arguments,  that  al  is  for  the  beste, 
Though  I  ne  can  the  causes  nat  y-knowo. 
But  thilke  god,  that  made  wind  to  blowe. 
As  kepe  my  lord !  this  my  conolusioun ; 
To  olerkes  lets  I  al  disputisoun.   (163)  890 
But  wolde  god  that  aUe  thise  rokkes  blako 
Were  sonken  in-to  helle  for  his  sake ! 
Thise  rokkes  sleen  myn  herte  for  the  fere. ' 
Thus  wolde  she  s^yn,  with  many  a  pitous 

tere. 
Hir  freendes  sawe  that  it  was  no  disport 
To  romen  by  the  see,  but  disconfort ;  896 
And  shopen  for  to  pleyen  somwher  elles. 
They  leden  hir  by  riveres  and  by  welles. 
And  eek  in  othere  places  delitables ;  (171) 
They  dauncen,  and  they  pleyen  at  chas 

and  tables.  900 

So  on  a  day,  right  in  the  morwe-tyde, 
Utt-to  a  gardln  that  was  ther  bisyde, 
In  which  that  they  had  maad  hir  ordin- 

aunce 
Of  vitaille  and  of  other  purveyaunce, 
They  goon  and  pleye  hem  al  the  longe 

day.  9<J5 

And  this  was  on  the  sixte  morwe  of  May, 
Which  May  had  peynted  with  his  softe 

shoures 
This  gardin  fU  of  leves  and  of  floures ;  (180) 
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And  craft  of  xnannes  hand  ao  corionsly 
Arrayed  hadde  this  gardin,  trewely,    910 
That  never  was  ther  gardin  of  swich  prys, 
Bnt-if  it  were  the  verray  paradya. 
Th*  odoQT  of  flonres  and  the  freoshe  sighte 
Wolde  han  maad  any  herte  for  to  lighte 
That  ever  was  bom,  lmi>>if  to  gret  sik- 

nesse,  9:5 

Or  to  gret  Borwe  helde  it  in  distresse ; 
So  All  it  was  of  heaatee  with  pleaannoe. 
At-after  diner  gonne  they  to  daunoe,  (190) 
And  singe  also,  save  Dorigen  allone, 
Which  made  alwey  hir  oompleint  and  hir 

mone ;  920 

For  she  ne  sangh  him  on  the  daonce  go, 
That  was  hir  honsbonde  and  hir  love  sJso. 
But  nathelees  she  moste  a  tyme  abyde, 
And  with  good  hope  lete  hir  sorwe  slyde. 
Up-on  this  dannce,  amonges  othere  men, 
Daunoad  a  sqnjrer  biforen  Dorigen,      936 
That  freasher  was  and  jolyer  of  array, 
As  to  my  doom,  than  is  the  monthe  of 

May.  (aoo) 

He  singeth,  dannoeth,  passings  any  man 
That  is,  or  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
Ther-with  he  was,  if  men  sholde  him 

discryve,  931 

Oon  of  the  beste  faringe  man  on-lyve ; 
Yong,  strong,  right  vertaons,  and  riche 

and  wys. 
And  wel  biloved,  and  holden  in  gret  pryt. 
And  shortly,  if  the  sothe  I  tellen  shal,  935 
Unwiting  of  this  Dorigen  at  al, 
This  lusty  sqnyer,  servant  to  Venns, 
Which  that  y-eleped  was  Anrelins,     (aio) 
Had  loved  hir  best  of  any  oreatore 
Two  yeer  and  more,  as  was  his  aventnre, 
Bat  never  dorste  he  telle  hir  his  gre- 

vannoe;  941 

With-onten  coppe  he  drank  al  his  pen- 

annoa 
He  was  despeyred,  no-thingdomte  he  seye, 
Save  in  hissonges  somwhat  wolde  he  wreye 
His  wo,  as  in  a  general  compleyning ;  945 
He  seyde  he  lovede,  and  was  biloved  no- 
thing. (218) 
Of  swich  matere  made  he  manye  layes, 
Songes,  oompleintes,  roundels,  virelayes, 
How  that  he  dorste  nat  his  sorwe  telle, 
Bat  hmgoissheth,  as  a  fVirie  dooth  in  helle ; 
And  dye  he  moste,  he  seyde,  as  dide  Ekko 


Eor  Naroisus,  that  dorste  nat  telle  hir  wo. 
In  other  manere  than  ye  here  me  seye, 
Ke  dorste  he  nat  to  hir  his  wo  biwraye ; 
Save    that,    paraventore,    Bom4ynae   at 

dannces,  9^ 

Ther  yonge  folk  kepen  hir  observannoes, 
It  may  wel  be  he  loked  on  hir  flioe 
In  swioh  a  wyse,  as  man  that  asketh  graee : 
Bat  no-thing  wlste  she  of  his  entente.  (231 ) 
Nathelees,  it  happed,  er  they  thesmes 

wente,  9^ 

By-cause  that  he  was  hir  neighebonr, 
And  was  a  man  of  worship  and  honoor, 
And  hadde  y-knowen  him  of  tyme  yore, 
Thsy  fllle  in  speche ;  and  forth  more  and 


Un-to  his  parpos  droogh  Aorelias,        965 
And  whan  he  sangh  Ids  tyme,  he  asyde 

thus: 
*  Madame,*  qnod  he,  *by  god  that  this 

world  made, 
So  that  I  wiste  it  mighte   yoor  hert« 

gUde,  (J4D) 

I  wolde,  that  day  that  yoor  Arvengos 
Wente  over  the  see,  that  I,  AoreUns,  97^ 
Had  went  ther  never  I  sholde  have  oome 

agayn; 
For  wel  I  woot  my  servioe  is  in  vayn. 
My  gaerdon  is  bat  bresting  of  myn  herte ; 
Madame,  reweth  upon  my  peynes  smerte ; 
For  with  a  word  ye  may  me  sleen  or  save, 
Heer  at  your  feet  god  wolde  that  I  were 

grave!  976 

I  ne  have  as  now  no  leyser  more  to 

s^ye; 
Have  mercy,  swete,  or  ye  wol  do  me  d^ye  !* 
She  gan  to  loke  ap-on  Anrelins ;     (251) 
*  Is  this  yoor  wil,*  qnod  she,  'and  sey  ye 

thns?  980 

Never  erst,*  qaod  she,  *ne  wiste  I  what 

ye  mente. 
Bat  now,  Aarelie,  I  knowe  yoor  entente. 
By  thiike  god  that  ytf  me  soole  and  lyf, 
Ne  shal  I  never  been  nntrewe  wyf       9S4. 
In  word  ne  werk,  as  fer  as  I  have  wH : 
I  wol  ben  his  to  whom  that  I  am  knit ; 
Tak  this  for  fynal  answer  as  of  ma.* 
Bat  after  that  in  pley  thus  seyde  she :  (260) 
^Aarelie,'  qaod  she,   *by   heighe  god 

above,  989 

Tet  wolde  I  graonte  yowtobean  yoor  lore. 
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Sin  I  yow  see  so  pitottsly  oompla^e ; 
Loke  what  day  that,  endelong  Britayne, 
Yeremoeve  alle  the  rokkes,  stoon  by  stoon, 
That  they  ne  lette  ship  iie  boot  to  goon — 
I  s^e,  whan  ye  hon  mood  the  coost  so 

dene  995 

Of  rokkes,  that  ther  nis  no  stoon  y-sene. 
Than  wol  I  love  yow  best  of  any  man ; 
Have  heer  my  txonthe  in  al  that  ever  I 

oan.*  (370) 

*l8  ther  non  other  grace  inyow?  *  qoodhe. 
*  No,  l^.that  lord,'  quod  she,  '  that  maked 

me!  1000 

For  wel  I  woot  that  it  shal  never  bityde. 
Lat  swiohe  folies  out  of  yonr  herte  slyde. 
What  deyntee  sholde  a  man  han  in  his  lyf 
For  to  go  love  another  mannes  wyf, 
That  hath  hir  body  whan  so  that  him 

lyketh?'  1005 

AnreUns  ftil  ofte  sore  syketh  ; 
Wo  was  Anrelie,  whan  that  he  this  herde, 
And  vrith  a  sorwefol  herte  he  thus  an- 

swerde :  (ado) 

'  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  this  were  an  in- 
possible  I  1009 
Than  moot  I  dye  of  sodein  deth  horrible.' 
And  with  that  word  he  turned  him  anoon. 
Tlio  come  hir  othere  fteendes  many  oon, 
And  in  the  aleyes  romeden  up  and  doun, 
And  no-thing  wiste  of  this  conolusioon. 
But  sodeinly  bigonne  revel  newe  1015 
Til  that  the  brighte  sonne  loste  his  hewe ; 
For  th'oEJsonte  hath  zeft  the  sonne  his 

lii^t;  (189) 

This  is  as  muche  to  aeye  as  it  was  night. 
And  hoom  they  goon  in  jpye  and  in  solas. 
Save  only  wreoche  Aurelius,  aUas !  loso 
He  to  his  honsis  goon  with  sorweftil  herte ; 
He  seeth  he  may  nat  fro  his  deeth  asterte. 
Him  semed  that  he  felte  his  herte  oolde ; 
Up  to  the  hevene  his  handes  he  gan  holde. 
And  on  hisknowesbore  hesette  him  doun, 
And  in  his  raving  seyde  his  orisonn.  Z036 
For  verray  wo  out  of  his  wit  he  breyde. 
He  niste  what  he  spak,  but  thus  he  seyde ; 
With  pitons  herte  his  plesmt  hath  he 

bigonne  (301) 

Un-to   the  goddes,  and  flrst  un-to  the 

Sonne :  1030 

He  seyde,  '  AppoUo,  god  and  govemour 
Of  evezy  plaunte,  herbe,  tree  and  flour, 


That  yevest,  after  thy  deelinacioun, 
To  ech  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  sesonn, 
As  thyn  herberwe  chaungeth  lowe  or  hye, 
Lord  Fhebus,  oast  thy  meroiable  yft    1036 
On  wrecohe  Aurelie,  whioh  that  am  but 

lorn.  (309) 

Lo,  lord !  my  lady  hath  my  deeth  y-«wom 
With-oute  gilt,  but  thy  benignitee      1039 
Upon  my  dedly  herte  have  som  pitee  ! 
For  wel  I  woot,  lord  Phebus,  if  yow  lest, 
Te  may  me  helpen,  save  my  lady,  best. 
Now  vouoheth  sauf  that  I  mtny  yow  devise 
How  that  I  may  been  holpe  and  in  what 

wyse.  1044 

Yonr  blisful  snster,  Lucina  the  shene, 
That  of  the  seeis  chief  goddesse  and  quene. 
Though  Neptunus  have  deitee  in  the  see, 
Yet  emperesse  aboven  him  is  she :      (330) 
Ye  knowen  wel,  lord,  that  right  as  hir 

de^jn:  1049 

Is  to  be  quiked  and  lightned  of  your  fyr, 
For  which  she  folweth  yow  fiil  bisily, 
Bight  so  the  see  desyreth  naturelly 
To  folwen  hir,  as  she  that  is  goddesse 
Bothe  in  the  see  and  riveres  more  and 

lesse. 
Wherfore,  lord  Fhebus,  this  is  my  re- 
quests—  1055 
Do  this  miracle,  or  do  myn  herte  breste — 
That  now,  next  at  this  opposicioun,   (319) 
Whioh  in  the  signe  shal  be  of  the  Leoun, 
As  preyeth  hir  so  greet  a  flood  to  bringe. 
That  fjrve  fiadme  at  the  leeste  it  overspzinge 
The  hyeste  rokke  in  Armoiik  Britejme ;  . 
And  lat  this  flood  endure  yeres  tweyne ; 
Than  oertes  to  my  lady  may  I  aeye : 
"Holdeth  your  heste,  the  rokkes  been 

aweye."  1064 

Lord  Phebus,  dooth  this  miracle  for  me ; 
Prqye  hir  she  go  no  faster  cours  than  ye; 
I  s^e,  prsyeth  your  suster  that  she  go 
No  faster  ocmrs  than  ye  thise  yeres  two. 
Than  shal  she  been  evene  atte  Aille  alway, 
And  spring^flood  lasts  bothe  night  and 

day.  (34a)  1070 

And,  but  she  vouche-sauf  in  swiche  manere 
To  graunte  me  my  sovereyn  lady  dere. 
Prey  hir  to  sinken  every  rok  adoun 
In-to  hir  owene  derke  regionn 
Under  the  ground,  ther  Pluto  dwelleth 

inne»  ^  1075 
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Or  never^jno  shal  I  my  lady  winne. 
Thy  temple  in  Delphofl-wol  I  barefoot  soke ; 
Lord  Fhebns,  see  the  teres  on  my  cheke, 
And  of  my  peyne  have  som  oompasdoan.' 
And  with  that  word  in  iwowne  he  ill 

adonn,  (353)  1080 

And  longe  tyme  he  lay  forth  in  a  tratume. 

His  biotheTj  which  that  knew  of  his 

penaunoe, 
Up  caughte  him  and  to  bedde  he  hath 

him  bn^ht. 
Dispeyred  in  thia  torment  and  this  thoght 
Lete  I  this  woftd  creature  lye ;  1085 

C3ie8e  he,  for  me,  whether  he  wol  live  or 

dye. 
Arveragos,  with  hele  and  greet  honoor, 
As  he  that  was  of  ohiyalrye  the  flour,  (360) 
Is  oomen  hoom.  And  othere  worthy  men. 
O  blisfal  artow  now,  thou  Dorigen,  1090 
That  hast  thy  lusty  housbonde  in  Hhyne 

armes, 
The  freeshe  knight,  the  worthy  man  of 

armes, 
That  loveth  thee,  as  his  owene  hertes  lyf. 
No-thing  list  him  to  been  imaginatyf 
If  any  wight  had  spoke,  whyl  he  was 

oute,  1095 

To  hire  of  love ;  he  hadde  of  it  no  doute. 
He  noght  entendeth  to  no  swich  maters. 
But  daunceth,  justeth,  maketh  hir  good 

chere ;  (370) 

And  thus  in  joye  and  bline  I  leie  hem 

dwelle, 
And  of  the  syke  Aurelins  wol  I  teUe.  iioo 

In  langour  and  in  torment  fhiious 
Two  yeer  and  more  \aiy  wreoohe  Aurelius, 
Er  any  foot  he  mighte  on  erthe  goon ; 
Ve  confort  in  this  tyme  hadde  he  noon, 
Sayeof  his  brother,  which  that  wasaclerk ; 
He  knew  of  al  this  wo  and  al  this  werk. 
For  to  non  other  creature  certeyn       1107 
Of  this  matere  he  dorste  no  word  seyn. 
Under  his  brest  he  bar  it  more  secree  (381) 
Than  ever  dide  Pamphilus  for  GMathee. 
His  brest  was  hool,  with-oute  for  to  sene, 
But  in  his  herte  ay  was  the  arwe  kene. 
And  wel  ye  knowe  that  of  a  snrsanure 
In  suigeiye  is  perilous  the  cure, 
But  men  mighte  touche  the  arwe,  or  come 

therby.  11 15 

His  brother  weep  and  wailed  priTcly, 


Til  atte  laste  him  fil  in  remembxaunoe. 
That  whyl  he  was  at  Orliens  in  Framice, 
As  yonge  derkes,  that  been  likeomos  (391) 
To  reden  artes  that  been  curious,        itio 
Seken  in  ereiy  halke  and  every  hetxia 
Bartiouler  sciences  for  to  leme, 
He  him  remembred  that,  upon  a  day. 
At  Orliens  in  studie  a  book  he  say 
Of  magik  nature!,  which  his  felawe,  i»5 
That  was  that  tyme  a  bacheler  of  lawe, 
Al  were  he  ther  to  leme  another  craft, 
Had  prively  upon  his  desk  y-laft ;      (400' 
Which  book  spak  muchel  of  the  opera- 

ciouns, 
Touchinge  the  eighte  and  twenty  man* 

siouns  X130 

That  longen  to  the  mone,  and  swioh  folye, 
As  in  our  dayes  is  nat  worth  a  flye; 
"For  holy  chirches  feith  in  our  bileva 
Ne  Bufifreth  noon  illusion  us  to  grava 
And  whan  this  book  was  in  his  remem- 

braimoe,  1135 

Anon  for  joye  his  herte  gan  to  dannoe, 
And  to  him-eelf  he  seyde  privet  s 
*  My  brother  shal  be  waiisshed  hastily ; 
Eor  I  am  siker  that  ther  be  soienoes,  (411) 
By  whiche  men  make  diverse  appawnces 
Swiohe  as  thtse  subtile  tregetoures  plsys^ 
For  ofbe  at  ftstes  have  I  wel  kerd  seye, 
That  tregetouxfl,  with-inne  an  halle  lacge, 
Have  maad  come  In  a  water  and  a  barge. 
And  in  the  halie  xowen  up  and  donn.  1145 
Somtyme  hath  semed  come  a  grim  leoon ; 
And  somtyme  floures  springe  as  in  a  mede ; 
Somtyme  a  vyne,  and  grapes  whyte  and 

rede ;  (430) 

Somtyme  a  oastel,  al  of  lym  and  stoon ; 
And  whan  hem  lyked,  voyded  it  aaoDn. 
Thus  semed  it  to  every  mannes  sighte. 
Now  than  conclude  I  thus,  that  if  I 

mighte  ii5i 

At  Orliens  som  old  fUawe  y-flnde, 
That  hadde  thismones  mansionsin minde. 
Or  other  magik  naturel  abovci  1 155 

He  sholde  wel  make  my  brother  haa  hi» 

love. 
For  with    an    apparenoe   a  clerk  may 

make 
To  mannes  sighte,  that  alle  the  rokkes 

blake  (430) 

Of  Britaigne  weren  y-^royded  overichon. 
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And  ahxpiMB  by  the  brinke  oomen  and 

goDf  1 160 

And  in  swich  fonne  endare  a  day  <nr  two ; 

Than  wero  my  brother  wariBshed  ot  his 

"WO. 

Than  motto  she  nedes  holden  hir  biheste, 
Or  elles  he  shal  shame  hir  atto  lesto.' 
What  sholde  I  make  a  lenger  tale  of 

thk?  1165 

Un-to  hia  brotheres  bed  he  oomen  is. 
And  swioh  oonfort  he  yaf  him  for  to  gon 
To  Orlifiii%  that  he  up  stirte  anon,    (440) 
And  on  his  vey  forthward  thanne  is  he 

fiure, 
In  hope  for  to  ben  llased  of  his  care.  1170 
Whan  they  were  come  almost  to  that 

oitee, 
Bnt-if  it  were  a  two  Airlong  or  three, 
A  yoBff  olerk  zominge  by  him-self  they 

mette, 
Which  that  in  Latin  thriftily  hem  gretto, 
And  after  that  he  seyde  a  wonder  thing : 
*I  knowe,*  quod  he,  *the  canse  cf  yonr 

oominf^';  1176 

And  er  they  ferther  any  fote  wente,  (449) 

He  tolde  hem  al  that  was  in  hir  entente. 

This  Briton  clerk  him  asked  of  felawea 

The  whiche  that  he  had  knowe  in  olde 

dawes;  1180 

And  he  aaswerde  him  that  they  dede  were. 
For  which  he  weep  tol  ofte  many  a  tore. 
Doon  of  his  hors  Anrelius  lighte  anon, 
And  forth  with  this  magiden  is  he  gon 
Hoom  to  his  hons,  and  made  hem  wel  at 

ese.  1185 

Hemlakked  no  vitaille  that  mighte  hem 

plese; 
80  wel  arrayed  hons  as  ther  was  con 
Anrelius  in  his  lyf  sangfa  never  noon.  (460) 
He  shewed  him,  er  he  wente  to  sopeer, 
Forestes,  parkes  fol  of  wilde  deer ;      1190 
Ther  sangh  he  hertos  with  hir  homes 

hye, 
The  grettesto  that  ever  were  seyn  with  y(L 
He  sangh  of  hem  an  hondred  alayn  with 

houndes, 
And  Bomme  with  arwes  blede  of  bittre 

wonndes. 
He  sangh,  whan  voided  were  thise  wilde 

deer,  1195 

Thise  flraconers  npon  a  fair  river, 


That  with  hir  hankes  han   the  heron 

slayn. 
Tho  sangh  he  knightes  justing  in  a  playn ; 
And  after  this,  he  dide  him  swich  pie- 

sannce,  (471) 

That  he  him  shewed  his  lady  on  a  dannco 
On  which  him-self  he  daunced,  as  him 

thonghte.  1201 

And  whan  this  maister,  that  t^iff  Tnagjk 

wronghte, 
Sangh  it  was  tyme,  he  olapte  his  handes 

two. 
And  farewel !  al  onr  revel  was  ago. 
And  yet  remoeved  they  never  oat  of  the 

hons,  1205 

Whyl  thc^sangh  al  thissightemerveillons, 
But  in  his'stndie,  ther-as  his  bookes  be,  ' 
They  seten  stiUe,  and  no  wight  but  they 

three.  (480) 

To  him  thifl  maister  called  his  squyer, 
And  seyde  him  thus :  '  is  redy  our  soper  ? 
Almost  an  houre  it  is,  I  undertake,    laii 
Sith  I  yow  bad  our  soper  for  to  make. 
Whan  that  thise  worthy  men  wenten 

with  me 
Ih-to  my  studie,  ther^as  my  bookes  be.* 
*8ire, '  quod  this  squyer, '  whan  it  lyketh 

yow,  iai5 

It  is  al  redy,  though  ye  wol  right  now.* 
*Go  we  than  soupe,*  quod  he,  *as  fbr  the 

beste; 
This  amorous  folk  som-tyme  mote  han 

reste.'  (490) 

At-after  soper  fille  they  in  tretee, 
What  somme  sholde  this  maistres  guer- 
don be,  laau 
To  remoeven  alle  the  rokkes  of  Britayne, 
And  eek  from.  Gtorounde  to  the  mouth  of 


He  made  it  straunge,  and  swoor,  so  god 

him  save, 
Lasse  than  a  thousand  pound  he  wolde 

nat  have, 
Ke  gladly  for  that  somme  he  wolde  nat 

goon.  1225 

Anrelius,  with  blisftd  herte  anoon, 
Answerde  thus, '  fy  on  a  thousand  pound ! 
This  wyde  world,  which  that  men  seye  is 

round,  (500) 

I  wolde  it  yeve,  if  I  were  lord  of  it.     1229 
This  bargayn  isful  drive,  for  we  ben  knit. 
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Ye  shal  be  payed  trewely,  hy  my  troaihe ! 
But  loketh  now,  for   no  necl%ence  or 

■lonthe, 
Ye  tarie  ns  heer  no  lenger  than  to-morwe.' 
*  Nay,*  quod  this  clerk,  '  have  heer  my 

feith  to  borwe.' 
To  bedde  is  goon  Anrelios  whan  him 

leste,  laas 

And  wel  ny  al  that  night  he  hadde  his 

reste;  (508) 

What  for  his  hihonr  and  his  hope  of  bUaoe, 
His  wofdl  herte  of  penaonce  hadde  a  lisse. 
Upon  the  morwe,  whan  that  it  was  day, 
To  Britaigne  toke  they  the  righte  way,  1240 
Anrelios,  and  this  magioien  bisyde. 
And  been  descended   ther   they  wolds 

abyde ; 
And  this  was,  as  the  bokes  me  remembre, 
The  colde  frosty  seson  of  Deoembre. 

Fhebus  wez  old,  and  hewed  lyk  latonn, 
That  in  his  hote  declinacioon  1246 

Shoon  as  the  bnmed  gold  with  stremes 

brighte ;  (519) 

Bat  now  in  Capricorn  adonn  he  lighte, 
Wher-as  he  shoon  fol  pale,  I  dar  wel  seyn. 
The  bittre  frostes,  with  the  sleet  and  reyn. 
Destroyed  hath  the  grene  in  every  yerd. 
Janns  sit  by  the  iyr,  with  doable  herd, 
And  drinketh  of  his  bagle-hom  the  wyn. 
Bifom  him  stant  brann  of  the  tusked 

swyn,  1254 

And  *  Kowel  *  oxyeth'  every  los^  man* 

Aarelias,  in  al  that  ever  he  can. 
Doth  to  his  maister  ohere  and  reverence, 
And  preyeth  him  to  doon  his  diligenoe 
To  bringen  him  oat  of  his  peynes  smerte, 
Or  with  a  swerd  that  he  wolde  slitte  his 

herte.  (532)  1260 

This  sabtil  clerk  swich  routhe  had  of 

this  man. 
That  night  and  day  he  spedde  him  that 

he  can. 
To  wayte  a  tyme  of  his  oonclusioon ; 
This  is  to  s^ye,  to  make  illosioan, 
By  swich  an  apparence  or  jogeliye,     1265 
I  ne  can  no  termes  of  astrologye. 
That  she  and  evexy  wight  sholde  wene 

and  seye,  (539) 

That  of  Britaigne  the  rokkee  were  aweye. 
Or  elles  they  were  sonken  onder  groande. 
80  atte  laste  he  hath  his  tyme  y-fonndo 


To  maken  his  japes  and  his  wreoched- 

nesse  1271 

Of  swich  a  saperstioioas  cnxaednesae. 
His  tables  Toletanes  forth  he  broght, 
Fol  wel  corrected,  ne  ther  lakked  noght, 
Neither  his  ooUect  ne  his  ezpans  yeres, 
Ne  his  rotes  ne  his  othere  geres, ,        1276 
As  been  his  centres  and  his  argoments, 
And  his  propordonels  convenients     (550} 
For  his  eqaacions  in  evecy  tiling. 
And,  by  his  eighte  spere  in  his  wirklng, 
He  knew  Ail  wel  how  fer  Alnath  was 

shove  ia8i 

Fro  the  heed  of  thilke  flxe  Aries  above 
l^iat  in  the  ninthe  speere  considered  is ; 
Fol  sabtilly  he  calcoled  al  this. 
Whan  he  had  foonde  his  firste  man- 

sioan,  1285 

He  knew  the  remenant  by  proporeioan  : 
And   knew  the    axysing    of  his    mone 

weel. 
And  in  whos  face,  and  terme,  and  evevy- 

deel;  i^) 

And  knew  fol  weel  the  mones  mansioan 
Aoordaant  to  his  opevacioon,  1J90 

And  knew  also  his  othere  obsarvannoes 
For  swiche  illosioans  and  swiche  xnee- 

chaonoes 
As  hethen  folk  used  in  thilke  dayea ; 
For  which  no  lenger  maked  he  del«yes, 
Bat  thaxgh  his  magik,  for  a  wyke  or 

tw^yo,  1295 

It  semed  that  alle  the  rokkeswera  aweye. 

Aarelias,  which  that  yet  dei^eired  is 
Wher  he  shal  han  his  love  or  £ue  amis, 
Awaiteth  night  and  day  on  this  mizade ; 
And  whan  he  knew  that  ther  was  noon 

obstacle,  (573)  ijco 

That  voided  were  thise  rokkes  everichon, 
Doon  to  his  maistres  feet  he  fil  anon. 
And  seyde,  *  I  woftil  wraoche,  Anreliaa, 
Thanke  yow,  lord,  and  lady  myn  Venno, 
That  me  han  holpen  fro  my  cares  eolde :' 
And  to  the  temple  his  wey  forth  hath  he 

holde,  1306 

Wher-as  he  knew  he  sholde  his  lady  see: 
And  whan  he  aaagh  his  tyme,  anon-zight 

he,  (580) 

With  dredAil  horte  and  with  frU  humble 

chore, 
Salewed  hath  hissovenom  lady  dtm  ijt<y 
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^  My  righte  lady,'  qaod  this  yrotal  sum, 
*  Whom  I  most  drede  and  love  as  I  best 

oaa, 
And  lothMt  wore  of  al  this  -world  displese, 
Kere  it  that  I  for  yow  have  swich  disase, 
That  I  moste  dyan  hear  at  your  foot 
anon,  13 15 

Noght  wolde  I  telle  how  me  is  wo  bigon ; 
But  oertes  onther  moste  I  dye  or  pleyne ; 
Ye  alee  me  giltelees  for  verray  peyne.  (590) 
Sat  of  my  deeth,  thogh  that  ye  have  no 

rottthe, 
Avyseth   yow,  er   that   ye   hreke   yonr 
ironthe.  1320 

Itepenteth  yow,  for  thilke  god  above, 
£r  ye  me  sleen  by-cause  that  I  ycm  love. 
For,  madame,  wel  yo  woot  what  ye  han 

hight; 
Nat  that  I  ohalange  any  thing  of  light 
Of  yow  my  sovereyn  lady,  but  your  grace ; 
But  in  A  gavdin  yond,  at  swioh  a  place, 
Te  woot  right  wel  what  ye  bihighten  me ; 
And  in  myn  hand  your  trouthe  plighten 
ye  <6oo) 

To  love  me'  best,  god  woot,  ye  leyde  so, 
Al  be  that  I  unworthy  be  therto.        1330 
Madame,  I  speke  it  for  the  honour  of  yow, 
More  than  to  save  myn  hertes  lyf  right 

now; 
I  have  do  so  as  ye  eomanded  me ; 
And  if  ye  vonohe-sauf,  ye  may  go  see. 
Doth  as  yow  list,  have  your  biheste  in 
minde,  1335 

Tot  quik  or  deed,  right  thar  ye  shul  me 

ftnde; 
In  yow  lyth  al,  to  do  me  live  or  deye ; — 
But  wel  I  woot  the  rokkes  been  aweye !  * 
He  taketh  his  leve,  and  she  astonied 
stood,  (611) 

In  al  hir  face  pas  a  drope  of  blood ;    1340 
She  wende  never  han  come  in  swioh  a 

trappe: 
*  Alias  I  *  quod  she,  *  that  ever  this  sholde 

happe! 
For  wende  I  never,  by  possibilitee. 
That  swich  a  monstre  or  merveille  mighte 

bel 
It  is  agayns  the  proces  of  nature : '      1345 
And  hoom  she  gooth  a  sorweAil  creature. 
For  vern^  fere  unnetho  may  she  go, 
Bhe  wepeth,  wailleth,  al  a  day  or  two,  (620) 


And  swowneth,  that  it  routhe  was  to  aee ; 
But  why  it  was,  to  no  wight  tolde  she ;  1350 
For  out  of  toune  was  goon  Arveragus. 
But  to  hir-eelf  she  spak,  and  seyde  thus, 
With  fSftoe  pale  and  with  ftd  sorwehil 

chere, 
In  hir  oomploynt,  as  ye  shul  after  here  : 
^AUas,*  quod  she,  *on  thee.  Fortune, 

I  pleyne,  1355 

That  unwar  wrapped  hast  me   in  thy 

dheyne; 
For  which,  t'esoape,  woot  I  no  sooour 
Save  only  deeth  or  elles  dishonour ;    (630) 
Oon  of  thise  two  bihoveth  me  to  oheeo. 
But  nathelees,  yet  have  I  lever  lese    1360 
My  lyf  than  of  my  body  have  a  shame, 
Or  knows  my-selven  fSEUs,  or  lese  my  name. 
And  with  my  deth  I  may  be  quit,  y-wis. 
Hath  ther  nat  many  a  noble  wyf,  er 

this,  13^ 

And  many  a  mayde  y-slayn  hir^self,  alias  f 

Bather  than  with  hir  body  doon  trespas  ? 

Yis,  oertes,  lo,  thise  stories  beren  wit-* 

nesse; 
Whan  thretty  tyraunts,  ftd  of  enrsed- 

nesse,  (640) 

Had  slayn  Phidoun  in  Athenes,  atte  feste, 
They  eomanded  his  doghtres  for  t'areste. 
And  bringf  n  hem  bifom  hem  in  despyt 
Al  naked,  to  ftilfllle  hir  foul  delyt,      1373 
And  in  hir  fkdres  blood  they  made  hem 

daunce 
Upon  the  pavement,  god  yeve  hem  mis- 

chaunce ! 
For  which  thise  wofhl  maydens,  ftil  of 

drede,  1375 

Bather  than  they  wolde  lese  hir  mayden^ 

hede, 
They  prively  ben  stirt  in-to  a  welle, 
And  dreynte  hem-«elven,  as  the  bokes 

teUe.  (650) 

They  of  Messene  lete  enquere  and  seko 
Of  Laoedomie  fifty  maydens  eke,         1380 
On  whiche  they  wolden  doon  hir  lecherye ; 
But  was  ther  noon  of  al  that  oompanyo 
That  she  nas  slayn,  and  with  a  good 

entente 
Ghees  rather  for  to  dye  than  aswnte 
To  been  opprsssed  of  hir  maydenhede.  1385 
Why  sholde  I  thanne  to  dye  been  in 

dredo? 
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Lo,  eek,  the  tirannt  Arisfcoolides  {699) 
Thiftt  loved  a  mi^yden,  heet  Siimphalides, 
Whan  th«t  Mr  fader  flAjn  waa  <»i  a  ni^t, 
Un-to  Dianes  temple  goth  she  ri«:ht,  1390 
And  hente  the  image  in  hir  handes  two^ 
Fro  which  image  volde  she  never  go. 
No  wight  ne  mighte  hir  bandes  of  it  araoe, 
Til  the  was  df^yn  right  in  the  selve  place. 
Now  sith  that  maydens  hadden  swich 

despyi  1395 

To  heen  defonled  with  mannes  fool  delyt, 
Wei  oghte  a  wyf  rather  hir^elven  slee 
Than  be  defonled,  as  it  thinketh  me.  (670) 

What  8hal  I  aeyn  of  Haedmbalee  wyf, 
That  at  Cartage  birafte  hir-eelf  hir  Ijf  ? 
For  whan  she  sangh  that  Bomi^yns  wan 

the  tonn,  1401 

She  took  hir  children  alle,  and  skipte 

adonn 
In-to  the  f  jr,  and  ohees  rather  to  dye 
Than  any  Romi^yn  dide  hir  vileinye. 
Hath    nat   Looresse   y-alayn   hir-self, 

alias!  1405 

At  Bome,  whanne  she  oppressed  was 
Of  Tarqoin,    for   hir   thonghte   it  was 

a  shame 
To  liven  whan  she  hadde  lost  hir  name? 
The  sevene  maydens  of  Milesie  also  (681) 
Han  slayn  hem-self,  for  verray  drede  and 

wo,  1410 

Bather  than  folk  of  Ganle  hem  sholde 

oppresse. 
Mo  than  a  thousand  stories,  as  I  gesse, 
Conde   I  now   telle   as   tooohinge   this 

matere. 
Whan  Habradate  was  slayn,  his  wyf  so 

dere 
Hirselven  slow,  and  leet  hir   blood  to 

glyde  1415 

In  Habradates  wonndes  depe  and  wyde, 
And  seyde,  "  my  body,  at  the  leeste  way, 
Ther  shal  no  wight  defonlen,  if  I  may.** 
What  sholde  I  mo  ensamples  heer-of 

sayn,  (691)  1419 

Sith  that  so  manye  han  hem^selven  slayn 
Wei  rather  than  they  wolde  defonled  be  ? 
I  wol  oonclnde,  that  it  is  bet  for  me 
To  sleen  my-self^  than  been  defonled  thns. 
I  wol  be  trewe  nnrto  Arveragns, 
Or  rather  sleen  my-self  in  som  manere, 
As  dide  Demociones  doghter  dere,       1426 


^y-oanse  that  she  wolde  nat  defonled  be. 

O  OedasQS !  it  is  fdl  greet  pitee,      (700) 
To  reden  how  thy  doghtren  deyde,  alias ! 
That  slows  hem-s^ven  for  swioh  maner 
oas.  1430 

As  greet  a  pitee  was  it,  or  wel  more. 
The  Theban  mayden,  that  for  Nichanore 
Hir^selven  slow,  right  for  swioh  maner 
wa 

Another  TheUm  mayden  dide  right  so; 
For  oon  of  Hacedoine  hadde  hir  opprssaed. 
She  with  hir  deeth  hir  maydenbede  re- 
dressed. 1436 

What  shal  I  seye  of  Nioerates  wyf; 
That  for  swioh  oas  biraite  hir^^hir  Ijf? 

How^rewe  eek  was  to  Aloebiadss  (711) 
His  love,  that  rather  for  to  dyen  chees  1440 
Than  for  to  soffre  his  body  nnbnried  be ! 
Lo  which  a  wyf  was  Aloest^'  qnod  sha. 

'  What  seith  Omer  of  gode  Fenalopae? 
Al  Oreoe  knoweth  of  hir  ohastitee. 

Pardee,  of  Laodomya  is  wiiten  thus,  1445 
That  whan  at  Troye  was  slayn  Pratha> 

selans, 
No  longer  woLdo  she  live  after  his  day. 

The  same  of  noble  Porcia  telle  I  xomy ; 
With-oute  Bmtns  oonde  she  nat  live,  (721) 
To  whom  she'  hadde  al  hool  hir  berte 
yive.  1450 

The  parfit  w3^od  oi  Arthemesye 
Honoured  is  thozgh  al  the  Barbaxye. 

O  Tenta,  qneen !  thy  wyfly  ohastitae 
To  alle  wyves  may  a  mironr  be.  1454 

The  same  thing  I  seye  of  Bilia,       [T.  osi. 
Of  Bodogone,  and  eek  Valeria.'        [T.  om. 

Thns  pleyned  Dorigene  a  day  or  twey^ 
Porposinge  ever  that  she  wolde  deye.  (73Q) 

But  nathelees,  upon  the  thridde  night, 

Horn  cam  Arveragns,  this  worthy  knight^ 

And  asked  hir,  why  that  she  weep  ao 

sore?  1461 

And  she  gan  wepen  ever  longer  the  more. 

*  Alias!*    qnod   she,    *that   ever    was 
I  bom! 
Thns  have  I  s^yd,*  qnod  she,  *  thns  have 

I  sworn* — 
And  told  him  alas  ye  han  herd  bifore;  1465 
It  nedeth  nat  reheroe  it  yow  Ba>more. 

This   honsbond  with   glad   chore,  in 
freendly  wyse, 
Answerde  and  s^yde  as  I  shal  yow  devysec 
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*l8  theroght  elles,  Doxigen,  bat  this  ?' (741 ) 

*  Nay,  nay,*  quod  the,  *  god  help  me  so, 

■s  wis ;  147^ 

This  is  to  mnehe,  and  it  were  goddes  wille.* 

*  Ye,  wyf,'  quod  he,  *lat  slepen  that  is 

stille; 
It  may  be  wel,  paraventnre,  yet  to-day. 
Ye  shul  your  tronthe  holden,  by  my  fay ! 
For  god  so  wisly  have  mercy  on  me,    1475 
I  hadde  wel  lever  y^tiked  for  to  be. 
For  verray  love  which  that  I  to  yow  have, 
Bat-if  ye  sholde  your  tronthe  kepe  and 

■ave,  (750) 

Tronthe  is  the  hyeste  thing  that  man 

may  kepe : ' — 
Bni  with  that  word  he  brast  anon  to 

wepe,  1480 

And  seyde,  *  I  yow  forbede,  up  p^yne  of 

deeth, 
That  never,  whyl  thee  lasteth   lyf  ne 

breeth. 
To  no  wight  tel  thou  of  this  aventnre. 
As  I  may  best,  I  wol  my  wo  endure, 
Ne  make  no  oontenance  of  hevinesse,  1485 
That  folk  of  yow  may  demon  harm  or 


And   forth   he    cleped  a  squyer   and 

a  mayde : 

*Qoth    forth    anon    with    Dorigen,*    he 

sayde,  (760) 

'And   bringeth    hlr    to    swioh   a  place 

anon.* 

They  take  hir  leve,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon;  1490 

But  they  ne  wiste  why  she  thider  wente. 

He  nolde  no  wight  tellen  his  entente.  (764) 

Paraventure  an  heep  of  yow,  y-wis, 

[T.  om, 
Wol  holden  him  a  lewed  man  in  this, 

[T.  o«. 
That  he  wol  putte  his  wyf  in  jupartye ; 

[T.  om. 
Herkneth  the  tale,  er  ye  up-on  hir  orye. 

fT.  om. 

She  may  have  bettre  fortune  than  yow 

semeth;  [T.  om. 

And  whan  that  ye  han  herd  the  tale, 

demeth.  [T.  <m. 

This  squyer,  which  that  highte  Aorelins, 

On  Dorigen  that  was  so  amorous,  (772)  1500 

Of  aventure  happod  hir  to  mete 


Amidde  the  toun,  right  in  the  quikkest 

strete. 
As  she  was  boun  to  goon  the  wey  forth- 
right 
Toward  the  gardin  ther-as  she  had  hight. 
And  he  was  to  the  gardinward  also ;   1505 
For  wel  he  spyed,  whan  she  wcdde  go 
Out  of  hir  hous  to  any  maner  place. 
But   thus   they  mette,  of  aventure  or 
giBce;  (780) 

And  he  saleweth  hir  with  glad  entente, 
And  asked  of  hir  whiderward  she  wente  ? 
And  she  answerde,  half  as  she  were  mad, 
'  Un-to  the  gardin,  as  myn  housbond  bad, 
My  tronthe  for  to  holde,  alias !  alias ! ' 

Aurelius  gan  wondren  on  this  cas, 
And  in  his  herte  had  greet  oompasnoun 
Of  hir  and  of  hir  lamentaoioun,  1516 

And  of  Arveragus,  the  worthy  knight. 
That  bad  hir  holden   al  that  she  had 
hight,  (790) 

So  looth  him  was  his  wyf  sholde  bn^e 

hir  tronthe ; 
And  in  his  herte  he  canghte  of  this  greet 
routhe,  1530 

Oonsideringe  the  beste  on  every  syde, 
That  firo  his  lust  jret  were  him  lever  abyde 
Than  doon  so  heigh  a  cherlish  wreoched- 


Agayns  fraaohyse  and  alle  gentiUesse ; 
For  which  in  fewe  wordes  seyde  he  thus: 
^  Madame,  seyth  to  your  lord  Arveragus, 
That  sith  I  see  his  grete  gentillesse    (floo) 
To  yow,  and  eek  I  see  wel  your  distrease, 
That  him  were  lever  han  shame  (and  that 

were  routhe) 
Thioi  ye  to  me  sholde  broke  thus  your 

tronthe,  15.^^ 

I  have  wel  lever  ever  to  suiTre  wo 
Than  I  departe  the  love  bitwix  yow  two, 
I  yovr  release,  madame,  in-to  your  hond 
Quit  every  suremont  and  every  bond,  1534 
That  ye  han  maad  to  me  as  heer-bifom, 
Sith  thilke  tyme  which  that  ye  were  bom. 
My  tronthe  I  plighte,  I  shal  yow  never 

reprove 
Of  no  biheste,  and  here  I  take  my  leve, 
As  of  the  treweste  and  the  beste  wyf  (81 1) 
That  ever  yet  I  knew  in  al  my  lyf.      1540 
But  every  wyf  be-war  of  hir  biheste. 
On  Dorigene  remembreth  atte  leste. 
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Tliiu  ccm  a  sqnyer  doon  a  gentil  dede, 
As  well  as  can  a  knight^  with-outen  drede.' 
Sho  .thonketh  him  up-on  hir  knees  al 

bare,  1545 

And  hoom  un-to  hir  honsbond  is  she  fare, 
And  tolde  him  al  as  ye  han  herd  me  sayd; 
And  be  ye  siker,  he  was  so  weel  apayd,  (820) 
Tliat  it  were  inposaible  me  to  wrjrte ; 
What  sholde  I  lenger  of  this  cas  endyte? 
Arvera^n^B  and  Dorigene  his  wyf  1551 
In  sovereyn  biisse  leden  forth  hir  lyf. 
Never  eft  ne  was  ther  angre  hem  bitwene ; 
He  cherisseth  hir  as  though  she  were 

a  quene ;  1554 

And  she  was  to  him  trewe  for  evermore. 
Of  thise  two  folk  ye  gete  of  me  na-more. 
Aorelins,  that  his  cost  hath  al  forlorn, 
Oorseth  the  tyme  that  ever  he  was  bom  : 
'  Alias,*  quod  he,  ^  alias !  that  I  bihighte 
Of  pnred    gold    a   thousand   pound   of 

wighte  (832)  1560 

Un-to  this  philosophre !  how  shal  I  do  ? 
I  see  na-more  bnt  that  I  am  fordo. 
Jfyn  heritage  moot  I  nedes  selle, 
And   been  a  begger;   heer  may  I  nat 

dwelle, 
And  shamen  al  my  kisrede  in  this  place. 
But  I  of  him  may  gete  bettre  grace.    1566 
Bat  nathelees,  I  wol  of  him  assays,    (839) 
At  cert^yn  dayes,  yeer  by  yeer,  to  paye. 
And  thanke  him  of  his  grete  curtei^e ; 
My  trouthe  wol  I  kepe,  I  wol  nat  lye.'  1570 
With  herte  soor  he  gooth  un-to  his  oofre. 
And  broghte  gold  nn-to  this  philosophre, 
The  value  of  fyye  hundred  pound,  I  gesse, 
And  him  bisecheth,  of  his  gentillesse. 
To  graunte  him  dayes  of  the  remenaunt. 
And  seyde,   ^maister,  I  dar  wel  make 

avaunt,  1576 

I  fiEtllled  never  of  my  trouthe  as  yit ; 
For  sikerly  my  dette  shal  be  quit        (850) 
Towardes  yow,  how-ever  that  I  fare 
To  goon  a-begged  in  my  kirtle  bare.    1580 
But  wolde  ye  vouche-sauf,  up-on  seurtee. 
Two 'yeer  or  three  for  to  respyten  me, 
Than  were  I  wel ;  for  elles  moot  I  selle 
Hyn  heritage ;  ther  is  narmore  to  telle.' 
This  philosophre  sobrely  answerde,  1585 


And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  thiss  woides 
herde :  (858) 

*  Have  I  nat  holden  covenant  nn^to  thee?* 

*  Tes,  certes,  wel  and  trewely,'  quod  he. 

*  Hastow  nat  had  thy  lady  as  thee  lykethf' 
^No,  no,'  quod   he,  and   sorwefhUy  he 

syketh.  1590 

'  What  was  the  cause  ?  tel  me  if  thou  can.' 
Aurelius  his  tale  anon  bigan. 
And  tolde  him  al,  as  ye  han  herd  bifore; 
It  nedeth  nat  Hb  yow  reheroe  it  more. 

He  seide,  *  Arveragns,  of  gentilleBBe,  1595 
Had  lever  dye  in  sorwe  and  in  distresso 
Than  that  his  yryf  were  of  hir  troutho 

fals.'  *  {869/ 

The  sorwe  of  Dorlgen  he^lde  him  als, 
How  looth  hir  was  to  beln  a  wikked  wyf, 
And  that  she  lever  had  tbat  that  day  hir 

lyf,  i6a» 

And  that  hir  trouthe  she  swoor.  thuxg^ 

innocence : 
'  She  never  erst  herde  speke  of  appaxenoe ; 
That  made  me  han  of  hir  so  greet  ptteeu 
And  right  as  frely  as  he  sente  hir  noe, 
As  fVely  sente  I  hir  to  him  ageyn.        1605 
This  al  and  som,  ther  is  na-more  to  aeyn.' 
This     philosophre     answerde,     *lave 

brother, 
Everich  of  yow  dide  gentilly  til  other.  (880) 
Thou  art  a  squyer,  and  he  is  a  knight ; 
But  god  forbede,  for  his  bUsftil  nught,  1610 
But-if  a  clerk  coude  doon  a  gentii  dede 
As  wel  as  any  of  yow,  it  is  no  drede ! 

Sire,  I  relesse  thee  thy  thousand  pound, 
As  thou  right  now  were  oropen  out  of  the 

ground,  1614 

Ne  never  er  now  ne  haddest  knowan  me. 
For  sire,  I  wol  nat  take  a  peny  of  thee 
For  al  my  craft,  ne  noght  for  my  travaiUe. 
Thou  hast  y-payed  wel  for  my  vitaille ;  (890) 
It  ia  y-nogh,  and  fturewel,  have  good  day :' 
And  took  his  hors,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  way.  idji> 

Lordinges,  this  question  wolde  I  aske 

now. 
Which  wasthemo8tefiree,a8th]nkath7ow? 
Now  telleth  me,  «r  that  ye  ferthar  wande.  •' 
I  can  na-more,  my  tale  is  at  aa  enda.  (896) 


Here  ia  ended  the  Frankeleyna  Tale. 

\*  The  six  linea^  numbered  11929-34  in  Tyrwhitt's  text,  are  tpurUme;  ybr  JUt 

IL  1 1935-12902,  eee  pp.  551-564 ;  for  U.  12903-15468,  see  pp.  493-551. 
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GBOUP  G. 


THE    SECONDE    NONNES    TALE. 

The  Prologe  of  the  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 


Thb  minisfcre  and  the  norioe  nn-to  vycee, 
Which  that  men  clepe  in  English  ydel- 

neflse, 
That  porter  of  the  gate  is  of  delyoee, 
T'eeohne,  and  by  hir  contrarie  hir  oj)- 

preese, 
Thai  is  to  Myn,  by  lereM  bimnwwe,        5 
Wei  oghten  we  to  doon  al  onr  entente, 
Lest  that  the  feend  thnigh  ydelnesse  ns 

hente. 

For  he,  that  with  his  thousand  oordes  slye 
ContinneUy  ns  waiteth  to  biclappe, 
Whan  he  noay  man  in  ydelnesse  espye,  10 
He  can  so  lightly  cacche  him  in  his  trappe, 
Til  that  a  man  be  hent  right  by  the  lappe, 
He  nis  nat  war  the  feend  hath  him  in 

h<»ide; 
Wei  onghte  ns  werche,  and  ydelneswith- 

stonde. 

And  though  men  dradden  never  for  to  dye, 
Yet  seen  men  wel  by  leson  dontelees,    16 
That  ydelnesse  is  roten  slogardye, 
Of  which   ther   never   oomth   no  good 


And  seen,  that  slonthe  hir  holdeth  in 

a  lees 
Only  to  slepe,  and  for  to  ete  and  drinke, 
And  to  devooren  al  that  othere  swinke.  at 

And  for  to  potte  ns  fto  swioh  ydahMSM, 
That  oanse  is  of  so  greet  oonftisioan, 
I  have  heer  doon  my  feithftal  bisinesse, 
After  the  legende,  in  translaoionn  as 

Right  of  thy  glorious  lyf  and  passionn, 
Thou  with  thy  gerlamd  wroght  of  rose 

andlilie; 
Thee  mene  I,  mi^yde  and  martir,  seint 

Cecilie! 


Inuocado  ad  Mariam. 

Ann  ihon  that  floor  of  virgines  art  alle, 
Of  whom  that  Bernard  list  so  wel  to 

wiyte,  30 

To  thee  at  my  biginning  first  I  caUe ; 
Thoa  oomfort   of  ns  wreoches,  do  me 

endyte 
Thy  maydens  deeth,  than  wan  thnzgh  hi^ 

msKj^te 
The  eternal  lyf,  and  of  the  feend  viotorie, 
As  man  may  after  reden  in  hir  storie.    35 

Thon  mayde  and  mooder,  doghter  of  thy' 

sone, 
Thon  welle  of  mercy,  sinAil  sonles  cnre, 
In  whom  that  god,  for  boontee,  chees  to 

wone, 
Thon   hnmhle,    and    heigh   over   every 

areatoxe, 
Thon  noUedest  so  ferforth  onr  nature,  40 
That  no  desdeyn  the  maker  hadde  of 

kinde, 
His  sone  in  blode  and  flesh  to  clothe  %nd 

winde. 

Withinne  the  doistre  blisfU  of  thy  sydes 
Took  mannes  shap  the  eternal  love  and 

pees, 
That  of  the  tryne  oompas  lord  and  gyde 

j«i  45 

Whom  erthe  and  see  and  heven,  ont  of 

relees. 
Ay  herien ;  and  thon,  virgin,  wemmelees, 
Bar  of  thy  body,  and  dweltest  mayden 

pure, 
The  oreatonr  of  every  oreatnre. 

Assembled  is  in  thee  magnificence         50 
With  mercy,  goodnesse,  and  with  swich 
pitee 
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That  thou,  that  art  the  soxine  of  excel- 
lence, 
Kat  only  helpest  hem  that  pieyen  thee, 
Bnt  ofte  tyme,  of  thy  benignitee,  54 

Fnl  f^ly,  er  that  men  thyn  help  biaeche, 
Thoa  gooet  bifom,  and  art  hir  lyvea  leche. 

Now  help,  thou  meke  and  blisftil  fayre 

mayde, 
He,  flemed  wreoche,  in  thiB  desert  of  galle ; 
Think  on  the  womman  Cananee,  that 

sayde 
That  whelpes  eten  aonune  of  the  orommes 

aUe  60 

That  from  hir  lordes  table  been  y-f^le ; 
And  though  that  I,  unworthy  sone  of  Eve, 
Be  sinftd,  yet  aocepte  my  bileve. 

And,  for  that  feith  ia  deed  with-outen 

werkes, 
So  for  to  werken  yif  me  wit  and  space,  65 
That  I  be  quit  firo  thennes  that  most  derk 

is! 
O  thou,  that  art  so  fityr  and  ftd  of  grace, 
Be  myn  advocat  in  that  heighe  place 
Theras  withouten  ende  is  songe  *  Osanne,* 
Thou  Cristes   mooder,  doghter   dere  of 

Anne!  70 

And  of  thy  light  my  soule  in  prison  lighte, 
That  troubled  is  by  the  oontagioun 
Of  my  body,  and  also  by  the  wighte 
Of  erthly  luste  and  fals  affeooioun ; 
O  liaven  of  reftit,  o  salvacioun  75 

Of  hem  that  been  in  sorwe  and  in  dis- 

treese, 
Now  help,  for  to  my  werk  I  wol  me  dresse. 

Yet  preye  I  yow  that  reden  that  I  wiyte, 
Foryeve  me,  that  I  do  no  diligence 
This  ilke  storie  subtilly  to  endyte ;         80 
For  both  have  I  the  wordes  and  sentence 
Of  him  that  at  the  seintes  reverence 
The  storie  wroot,  and  folwe  hir  legende, 
And  prey  yow,  that  ye  wol  my  werk 
amende. 

Interpretado  nominia  CKilie^  qvam  pontt 
frater  lacobua  lanuenaia  in  Legenda 
Awrea, 

First  wolde  I  yow  the  name  of  seint 
Cecilie  S$ 

Expoune,  as  men  may  in  hir  storie  see. 


It  is  to  seye  in  English  *  hevenea  lilie,* 
For  pure  chastneose  of  virginitee ; 
Or,  for  she  whytnesse  hadde  of  honestae, 
And  grene  of  conscience,  and  of  good 
&me  90 

The  sote  savour,  *  lilie '  waa  hir  1 


Or  Gecile  is  to  seye  *  the  wey  to  Uinde,' 
For  she  ensample  was  hy  good  techinge; 
Or  elles  Ceoile,  as  I  writen  ftnde, 
Is  joyned,  by  a  manor  conjoininge         95 
Of  'hevene'  and  *Lia';   and   beer,  in 

fignxinge, 
The  *  heven  *  is  set  for  thoght  of  holiuiffwp, 
And  *  Lia '  for  hir  lasfcmg  bisinei 


Gecile  may  eek  be  seyd  in  this  manere, 
*  Wanting  of  blindnease,*  for  hir  greta 

light  too 

Of  sapience,  and  for  hir  thewes  dare ; 
Or  elles,  lo !  this  maydens  name  bright 
Of '  hevene '  and  '  leos '  comth,  for  which 

by  right 
Hen  mighte  hiJr  wel  *  the  heven  of  peple' 

calle,  IC4 

Ensample  of  gode  and  wyie  werkes  alle. 

For  *  leos '  *  peple '  in  English  is  to  seye, 
And  right  as  men  may  in  the  hevene  see 
The  Sonne  and  mone  and  sterres  eveiy 

weye, 
Right  so  men  gostly,  in  this  mayden  fre<*, 
Seyen  of  feith  the  magnanimitee,  no 

And  eek  the  deemesse  hod  of  sapience, 
And  sondry  werkes,  brighte  of  eacoellence. 

And  ri^t  so  as  thise  philosophres  wxyto 
That  heven  is  swift  and  round  and  eek 

brenninge, 
Bight  so  was  fayre  Cecilie  the  whyto  1 15 
Fnl  swift  and  bisy  ever  in  good  weikingp, 
And  round  and  hod  in  good  perseveringv. 
And  brenning  ever  in  charitee  tal  brighte ; 
Now  have  I  yow  dedaxed  what  she  bightc 
Rtplieit, 

Here   biglnneth   the  Seconde    Nonnes 
Tale,  of  the  lyf  of  Seinte  Cecile. 

This  mayden  bright  Cecilie,  as  hir  lyf 
seith,  lit) 

Was  comen  of  Bomi^yns,  and  of  noble 
kinde, 
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And  from  hir  ozsdel  np  fofltred  in  the 

feith 
Of  Crist,  and  bar  his  gotpel  in  hir  minde; 
She  never  ceued,  as  I  writen  flnde, 
Of  hir  preyere,  and  god  to  love  and  drede, 
Biaeking  him  to  kepe  hir  maydenhede.  ia6 

And  when  this  mayden  aholde  nnto  a  man 
Y-wedded  be,  that  was  Ail  yong  of  age, 
Which  that  y-cleped  was  Yalezian, 
And  day  was  oomen  of  hir  mariage,  130 
She,  ftil  devoat  and  hmnble  in  hir  eorage, 
Under  hir  robe  of  gold,  that  sat  Ail  fayre, 
Had  next  hir  fleeh  y-dad  hir  in  anheyre. 

And  whyl  the  organs  maden  melodye, 
To  god  alone  in  herte  thus  sang  she ;    135 

*  O  lord,  my  soole  and  eek  my  body  gye 
Unwemmed,  lest  that  I  eonfotmded  be :' 
Andf  for  his  love  that  deyde  upon  a  tree, 
Every  seoonde  or  thridde  day  she  fute, 
Ay  biddinge  in  hir  orisons  fol  faste.     140 

The  night  earn,  and  to  bedde  moete  she 

gon 
With  hir  honsbonde,  as  ofte  is  the  manere, 
And  prively  to  him  she  seyde  anon, 

*  O  swete  and  wel  biloved  spouse  dera, 
Ther  is  a  conseil,  and  ye  wolde  it  here, 
Whioh  that  right  fain  I  wolde  onto  yov 

sejre,  146 

80  that  ye  swere  ye  shnl  me  nat  biwreye.' 

Valerian  gan  faste  nnto  hir  swere, 
That  for  no  oas,  ne  thing  that  mighte  be, 
He  sholde  never-mo  biwreyen  here ;     150 
And  thanne  at  erst  to  him  thus  ssyde  she, 

*  I  have  an  angel  whioh  that  loveth  me. 
That  with  greet  love,  wher«o  I  wake  or 

slope. 
Is  redy  ay  my  body  for  to  kepe.  154 

And  a  that  he  may  felen,  out  of  drede, 
That  ye  me  tonche  or  love  in  vileinye, 
He  right  anon  wol  slee  yow  with  the  dede, 
And  in  your  yowthe  thus  y%  sholden  dye ; 
And  if  Ihat  ye  in  clene  love  me  gjre. 
He  wol  yow  loven  as  me,  for  your  clen- 
nesM,  160 

And  shewen  yow  his  joys  and  his  bright- 


Valerian,  corrected  as  god  wolde, 
Answerdo  agayn,  *■  if  I  shal  tmsten  theo, 
Lat  me  that  angel  sed,  and  him  biholde ; 
And  if  that  it  a  verray  angel  be,  165 

Than  wol  I  doon  as  thon  hast  preyed  me ; 
And  if  then  love  another  man,  for  sotbe 
Bight  with  this  swerd  jbhan  wol  I  slee  yow 
bothe.* 

Gedile  answerde  anon  right  in  this  wyse, 

*  If  that  yow  list,  the  angel  shnl  ye  see,  171) 
80  that  ye  trowe  on  Crist  and  yow  bap« 

tyse. 
Goth  forth  to  Via  Apia,'  qnod  she, 

*  That  fro  this  toon  ne  stant  bnt  myles 

three, 
And,  to  the  povre  folkes  that  ther  dwelle, 
Sey  hem  right  thus,  as  that  I  shal  yow 

telle.  175 

Telle  hem  that  I,  Cecile,  yow  to  hem  sente, 

To  shewen  yow  the  gode  Urban  the  olde. 

For  secree  nodes  and  for  good  entente. 

And  whan  that  ye  seint  Urban  han  bi- 
holde, 

Telle  him  the  wordes  whiohe  I  to  yow 
tolde;  i8() 

And  whan  that  he  hath  purged  yow  fro 
sinne, 

Thanne  shnl  ye  see  that  angel,  er  ye 
twinne.' 

Valerian  is  to  the  plaoe  y-gon. 

And  right  as  him  was   taught  by  his 

leminge. 
He  fond  this  holy  olde  Urban  anon      185 
Among  the  seintes  boriels  lotinge. 
And  he  anon,  with-onten  taiyinge, 
Dide  his  message;  and  whan  that  he  it 

tolde. 
Urban  for  joye  his  hondes  gan  np  holdo. 

The  teres  from  his  y6n  leet  he  flsdle —  190 

*  Almighty  lord,  O  Jesu  Crist,*  qnod  he, 

*  Sower  of  chast  oonseil,  herde  of  ns  alle, 
The  fknit  of  tlulke  seed  of  chastitee 
That  thon  hast  sowe  in  Cedle,  tak  to  thee! 
Lo,  lyk  a  bisy  bee,  with-onten  gyle,       195 
Thee  serveth  ay  thyn  owene  thral  Cecile ! 

For  thilke  spouse,  that  she  took  bnt  now 
Fol  lyk  a  fiers  leoxm,  she  sendeth  here, 
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Ab  meke  aa  ever  was  any  lamb,  to  yow  V 
And  with  that  words,  anon  ther  gan 
appere  aoo 

An  old  man,  olad  in  whyte  clothes  olere, 
That  hadde  a  book  with  lettre  of  golda  in 

•  honde, 
And  gan  bifom  Valerian  to  stonde^ 

Valerian  as  deed  fil  donn  for  drede 
Whan  he  him  sangh,  and  he  ap  hente 

himtho,  3Q5 

And  on  his  book  right  thus  he  gan  to 

rede— 

*  Oo  Lord,  00  feith,  oo  god  with-outen  mo, 
Oo  Gristendom,  and  fader  of  alle  also, 
Aboven  alle  and  over  al  eyerywhere  * — 
Thiae  wordea  al  with  gold  y-wxiten  werei 

Whan  this  was  rad,  than  seyde  this  olde 
man,  an 

^Levestow  this  thing  or  no?  aay  ye  or 
nay.' 

'  I  leve  al  this  thing,'  qnod  Valerian, 

*  For  sother  thing  than  this,  I  dar  wel  say, 
ITnder  the  hevene  no  wight  thlnke  may.' 
Tho  vanisshed   th'olde   man,    he   niste 

where,  ai6 

And  pope  Urban  him  cristened  right 
there. 

Valerian  goth  hoom,  and  flnt  CSecilie 
With-inne  his  chambre  with  an  angel 

stonde; 
This  angel  hadde  of  roaas  and  of  lilie    ajo 
Corones  two,  the  which  he  bar  in  honde ; 
And  flnt  to  Cecils,  as  I  nnderstonde, 
He  3raf  that  oon,  and  after  gan  he  take 
That  other  to  Valerian,  hir  make. 

*■  With  body  dene  and  with  onwemmed 
thoght  a»s 

Kepeth  ay  wel  thise  corones,'  qnod  he ; 
'  Fro  Paradys  to  yow  have  I  hem  broght, 
Ke  never-mo  ne  shal  they  roten  be, 
Ke  lose  her  sote  savonr,  tmsteth  me ; 
Ne  never  wight  shal  seen  hem  with  his  yfi, 
Bnt  he  be  chaast  and  hate  vileinyfi.      931 

And  thon,  Valerian,  for  thou  so  sone 
Assentedest  to  good  conseil  also, 
Sey  what  thee  list,  and  thoa  shalt  han 
thy  bone.' 


'  I  have  a  l»t)ther,'  qnod  Valerian  tho,  255 
*  That  in  this  world  I  love  no  man  so. 
I  pray  yow  that  my  brother  may  han 

grace 
To  knowe  the  troathe,  as  I  do  in  this 

place.' 

The  angel  seyde,  *god  lyketh  thy  reqneste, 
Ax^d  bothe,  with  the  palm  of  martirdom, 
Ye  shollen  oome  nnto  his  blisAil  feste.' 
And  with  that  word  Tiboxce  his  brother 


And  whan  that  he  the  savour  nndemam 

Which  that  the  roses  and  the  lilies  caste, 

With-inne  his  herte  he  gan  to  wondre 

ftote,  345 

And  seyde,  *  I  wondre,  this  tyme  of  the 

yeer, 
Whennes  that  sote  savonr  oometh  so 
Of  rose  and  lilies  that  I  smelle  heer. 
For  though  I  hadde  hem  in  myn  hondes 

two,  a49 

The  savonr  mighte  in  me  no  depper  go. 
The  sote  smel  that  in  myn  herte  I  finde 
Hath  ohannged  me  al  in  another  kinde.' 

Valerian  seyde,  *  two  corones  han  we, 
Snow-whyte  and  rose-reed,  that  shynen 

elere, 
Whiohe  that  thyn  yCn  han  no  might  to 

see;  ^55 

And  as  thon  smallest  hem  thnrgh  my 

preyere, 
80  shaltow  seen  hem,  leve  brother  deie, 
If  it  so  be  thoa  wdt,  withoaten  skmthe, 
Baleve  aright  and  knowen  vanray  troatha' 

Tibnroe  answerde,  *seistow  this  to  me  j6o 
In  soothnease,  or  in  dreem  I  herkne  this?' 

*  In  dremes,'  qnod  Valerian,  *han  we  be 
Unto  this  tyme,  brother  myn,  y-wis. 
But  now  at  erst  in  troathe  our  dwelling  ia" 

*  How  woostow  this,'  qnod  Tibnroe,  '  in 

whatwyse?'  a6£ 

Quod  Valerian,  *  that  ahal  I  thee  devyae. 

The  angel  of  god  hath  me  the  troathe 

y^-taught 
Which  thoa  ahalt  seen,  if  that  thoa  wolt 

ren^ye 
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Tbe   ^oles   and    be    cleno,    and   elles 
natight.' —  269 

And  of  the  miracle  ofthiM  eorouestweye 
Seint  Ambrose  in  his  preface  list  to  seje ; 
Solempnely  this  noble  doctonr  dere 
Conunendeth  it,  and  seith  in  this  manere: 

The  palm  of  martirdom  for  to  receyve, 
Selnte  Cecile,  fuli)ld  of  goddes  yifte,     375 
The  world  and  eek  hir  chambre  gan  she 

"weyve ; 
Witnes  l>biirces  and  ^Valerians  shrifte, 
To  -whiohe    god    of  his  bonntee  wolde 

shlfte 
Oorones  two  of  floores  wel  smellinge, 
And  made  his  angel  hem  the  corones 

bringe:  280 

The   mayde  hath  broght  thise  men  to 

bUsse  above ; 
The  world  hath  wist  what  it  is  worth, 

oerteyn, 
Devocioon  of  chastitee  to  love. — 
Tho  ahewede  him  Cecile  ol  open  and  pleyn 
That  alle  ydoles  nis  bnt  a  thing  in  veyn ; 
For  they  been  dombe,  and  therto  they 

been  deve,  286 

And  chaiged  him  his  ydoles  for  to  leve. 

^Who  so  that  troweth  nat  this,  a  beste 

he  is,' 
Quod  tho  Tiborce,  'if  that  I  shal  nat  lye.' 
And  she  gan  Idsse  his  brest,  that  herde 

this,  390 

And  was  fnl  glad  he  oonde  tronthe  espye. 
*  This  day  I  take  thee  for  myn  allye,' 
Seyde  this  blisfal  fayre  mayde  dere ; 
And  after  that  she  seyde  as  ye  may  here : 

'•  JjOj  right  so  as  the  love  of  Grist,'  quod 

she,  995 

'Made  me  thy  brotheres  wyf,  right  in 

ihalwyae 
Anon  for  myn  allye  heer  take  I  thee. 
Sin  that  thoa  wolt  thyn  ydoles  despyse. 
Go  with  thy  brother  now,  and  thee  bap- 

ty». 
And  make  thee  dene ;  so  that  thoa  mowe 

biholde  3<x> 

The  angels  fkce  of  which  thy  brother 

toldflu' 


Tibnrce   answerde   and  seyde,   'brother 

dere, 
First  tel  me  whider  I  shal,  and  to  what 

man?' 
'To  whom?'  qnod  he,  'com  forth  with 

right  good  chere, 
I  wol  thee  lede  onto  the  pope  Urban.'  305 
'  Til  Urban  ?  brother  myn  Valerian,' 
Qnod  tho  Tibnrce,  *  woltow  me  thider  lede? 
Me  thinketh  that  it  were  a  bonder  dede. 

Ne  menestow  nat  Urban,'  quod  he  tho, 
'  That  is  BO  ofte  dampned  to  be  deed,    310 
And  woneth  in  halkes  alwey  to  and  fro, 
And  dar  nat  ones  potte  forth  his  heed  ? 
Men  sholde  him  brennen  in  a  lyr  so  reed 
If  he  wei«  ibonde,  or  that  men  mighte  him 

spye; 
And  we  also,  to  here  him  companye —  315 

And  whyl  we  seken  thilke  divinitee 
That  is  y-hid  in  hevene  prively, 
Algate  y-brend  in  this  world  aihvCi  we  be  !* 
To  whom  GeoUe  answerde  boldely,        319 
'  Men  mighten  dreden  wel  and  skilftilTy 
This  lyf  to  lese,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 
If  this  were  livings  only  and  non  other. 

Bnt  ther  is  better  lyf  in  other  place. 
That  never  shal  be  lost,  ne  drede  thee 

noght, 
Which  goddes  sone  ns  tolde  thnxgh  his 

gnioe;  325 

That  fadres  sone  hath  aUe  thinges  wroght ; 
And  al  that  wroght  is  with  a  skilAd  thoght, 
The  goost,  that  fto  the  fhder  gan  prooede, 
Hath  sowled  hem,  withonten  any  drede. 

By  word  and  by  miracle  goddes  sone,  330 
Whan  he  was  in  this  world,  declared  here 
That  ther  was  other  lyf  ther  men  may 

wone.* 
To  whom  answerde  Tibnrce,  *  O  suster  dere, 
Ke  seydestow  right  now  in  this  manere, 
Ther  nis  but  o  god,  lord  in  soothfkwtnesse ; 
And  now  of  three  how  mi^tow  here 

witnesse?'  336 

'  That  shal  I  telle,*  qnod  she,  *  er  I  go. 
Bight  as  a  man  hath  sapiences  three, 
Memorie,  engyn,  and  intellect  also, 
So,  in  o  being  of  divinitee,  340 
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Three  pcrsonee  may  ther  right  wel  be.* 
Tho  gan  she  him  fol  bisily  to  preche 
Of  Cristes  oome  and  of  hia  peynes  teohe, 

And  many  pointee  of  his  pasaioun ; 
How  goddes  aone  in  this  world  was  with- 

holde,  345 

To  doon  mankinde  pleyn  remisaionn, 
That  waa  y-bonnde  in  ainne  and  caree 

colde :    ^ 
Al  this  thing  ahe  nnto  Tibnrce  tolde. 
And  after  thia  Tibnroe,  in  good  entente, 
With  Valerian  to  pope  Urban  he  wente, 

That  thanked  god ;  and  with  ghkd  herte 
and  light  ^i 

He  criatned  him,  and  made  him  in  thai 
place 

Parfit  in  hia  leminge,  goddes  knight. 

And  after  thia  Tiburce  gat  awioh  grace, 

That  evexy  day  he  aaugh,  in  tyme  and 
apace,  355 

The  angel  of  god ;  and  every  maner  bone 

That  he  god  axed,  it  waa  aped  ful  aone. 

It  were  fal  hard  by  ordre  for  to  aeyn 
How    many    wojadrea    Jesoa    for    hem 

wroghte ; 
But  atte  laate,  to  tellen  abort  and  pleyn, 
The  aeigeanta  of  the  toon  of  Bome  hem 

Boghte,  361 

And  hem  bifom  Almaohe   the  prefect 

broghte. 
Which  hem  apposed,  and  knew  al  hir 

entente, 
And  to  the  image  of  Jupiter  hem  aente, 

And  aeyde,  *  who  ao  wol  nat  aaorifyse,  365 
Swap  of  hia  heed,  thia  ia  my  aentence 

here.' 
Anon  thiae  martin  that  I  yow  devyse, 
Oon  Maximua,  that  was  an  officere 
Of  the  prefeotea  and  hia  oomioulere, 
Hem  hente;   and  whan   he  forth   the 

aeintea  ladde,  370 

Him-aelf  he  weep,  for  pitee  that  he  hadde. 

Whan  Maximua  had  herd  the  aeintea  lore, 
He  gat  him  of  the  tormentonrea  leve, 
And  ladde  hem  to  hia  houa  withoute 
more;  374 

And  with  hir  preching,  er  that  it  were  eve, 


They  gonnen  firo  the  tormentoura  to  reve, 
And  fro  Kaxime,  and  fxo  hia  folk  eehone 
The  fiJae  feith,  to  trowe  in  god  allone. 

Cecilie  cam,  whan  it  waa  yroxen  night. 
With  preeatea  that  hem   criatned  alle 

y-fere  j  3&> 

And  afterward,  whan  day  was  woxen 

light, 
Cecile  hem  a^yde  with  a  ful  aobre  chere, 
'Kow,  Criatea  owene  knightea  leve  and 

dere, 
Caate  alle  awoy  the  werkes  of  derknesae. 
And  armeth  yow  in  ormure  of  bright- 

neaae.  3^ 

Ye  han  for  sothe  y-doon  a  greet  bataiUe, 
Your  coura  is  doon,  your  feith  han  ye 

conserved, 
(}oth  to  the  corone  of  lyf  that  may  nat 

faille; 
The  rightfttl  juge,  which  that  ye  han 

aerved,  389 

Shall  yeve  it  yow^  oa  ye  han  it  deoerved.' 
And  whan  this  thing  waa  seyd  as  I  devyae. 
Men  ladde  hem  forth  to  doon  the  sacrifyse. 

But  whan  they  weren  to  the  place  broght, 
To  tellen  shortly  the  concluaioun. 
They  nolde  enoenae  ne  aacrifloe   rigifat 
noght,  395 

But  on  hir  kneee  they  aetten  hem  adoun 
With  humble  herte  and  aad  devooioun. 
And  loeten  bothe  hir  hedea  in  the  place. 
Hir  aoulea  wenten  to  the  king  of  gnkoe. 

Thia  Maximua,  that  aaui^  this   thing 
bityde,  400 

With  pitoua  teres  tolde  it  anon-right, 
That  he  hir  aoulea  aaugh  to  heven  glyde 
With  angels  fbl  of  oleemeaae  and  of  light. 
And  with  hia  word  converted  many  a 

wight; 
For  which  Almaohiua  dide  him  ao  to-bete 
With  whippe  of  leed,  til  he  hia  lyf  gan 
lete.  406 


Cecile  him  took  and  buried  him  1 
By  Tiburce  and  Valerian  8oftely» 
Withinne  hir  buiying>place,  under  the 

atoon. 
And  alter  this  AiTn^^^iiinf  hastily        410 
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Bad  his  ministxes  fecchen  openly 
Cecile,  bo  that  she  mighto  in  his  preaenoe 
Doofn  sacziiyoe,  and  Jnpiter  enoensew 

Bat  they,  converted  at  hir  wyse  lore, 
Wepten  fol  sore,  and  jraven  fill  credence 
Unto  hir  word,  and  oxyden  more  and 

more,  416 

^  Grist,  goddes  sone  withonten  difference, 
Is  verray  god,  this  is  al  our  sentence, 
That  hath  so  good  asereant  him  to  serve ; 
This  with  o  ^'oys  we  trowen,  thogh  we 

sterve!'  430 

Almaehins,  that  herde  of  this  doinge, 
Bad  fecchen  Cecile,  that  he  might  hir  see. 
And  alderfirst,  lo  !  this  was  his  axinge, 
'  What  manor  womman  artow?'  tho  qnod 
he.  434 

'  I  am  a  gentil  womman  horn,'  qnod  she. 

*  I  axe  thee,'  qnod  he,  *  thogh  it  thee  grove, 
Of  thy  religiotm  and  of  thy  bileve.' 

*  Te  han  bigonne  your  question  foUly,' 
Qnod  she,  '  that  wolden  two  answeres 

oondade 
In  00  demande ;  ye  axed  lewedly.*       430 
Almaehe  answerde  nnto  that  similitude, 
'  Of  whennes  oomth  thyn  answering  so 

radef' 

*  Of  whennes?'  qnod  she,  whan  that  she 

wasfreyned, 
*Of  conscience  and  of  good  feith  nn- 
feyned.'  434 

Almaehins  seyde,  *  ne  takestow  non  hede 
Of  my  power?'  and  she  answerde  him 
this— 

*  Toor  might,'  qnod  she,  '  ful  litel  is  to 

drede; 
For  every  mortal  mannes  power  nis 
But  lyk  a  bladdre,  fnl  of  wind,  y-wis.  439 
For  with  a  nedles  poynt,  whan  it  is  blowe, 
May  al  the  boost  of  it  be  leyd  ftd  lowe.' 

'  Fol  wrongfnlly  bigonne  thou,'  quod  he, 

*  And  yet  in  wrong  is  thy  perseveraunce ; 
Woetow  nat  how  our  mighty  princes  free 
Han  thus  comanded  and  maad  ordin- 

oonoe,  445 

That  every  Crieten  wight  shal  han  pen* 
aunoe 


But-if  that  he  his  Cristendom  withseye, 
And  goon  al  quit,  if  he  wol  it  reneye  ?' 

*  Tour  princes  erren,  as  your  nobley  dooth,' 
Quod    tho   Cecile,    'and   with   a   wood 

sentence  450 

Te  make  us  gilty,  and  it  is  nat  sooth  ; 
For  ye,  that  knowen  wel  our  innocence, 
For  as  muche  as  we  doon  a  reverence 
To  Crist,  and  for  we  bere  a  Cristen  name, 
Te  putte  on  us  a  ciyme,  and  eek  a  blame. 

But  we  that  knowen  thilke  name  so    456 
For  vertuous,  we  may  it  nat  withseye.' 
Almaohe  answerde,  *  chees  oon  of  thise 

two, 
Do  sacrifyae,  or  Cristendom  reneye. 
That  thou  mowe  now  escapen  by  that 

weye.'  460 

At  which  the  holy  blisfhl  fayre  mayde 
Gan  for  to  laughe,  and  to  the  juge  seyde, 

*  O  juge,  confds  in  thy  nycetee, 
Woltow  that  I  reneye  innocence,         464 
To  make  me  a wikked  wight  ?'  quod  she ; 
'  Lo  !  he  dissimuleth  here  in  audience. 
He  stareth  and  woodeth  in  his  advertence !  * 
To  whom  Almaehius,  '  unsely  wrecche, 
Ne  woostow  nat  how  far  my  might  may 

strecohe? 

Han  noght  our  mighty  princes  to  me 
yeven,  470 

Te,  bothe  power  and  auctoritee 
To  maken  folk  to  dyen  or  to  liven  ? 
Why  spekestow  so  proudly  than  to  me  ?* 

*  I  speke  noght  but  stedfastly,'  quod  she^ 

*  Nat  proudly,  for  I  seye,  as  for  my  c^yde, 
We  haten  deedly  thilke  vyce  of  pryde. 

And  if  thou  drede  nat  a  sooth  to  here. 
Than  wol  I  shewe  al  openly,  by  right. 
That  thou  hast  maad  a  fol  gret  losing  here. 
Thou  seyst,  thy  princes  han  thee  yeven 

might  480 

Bothe  for  to  sleen  and  for  to  quiken  a 

iright; 
Thou,  that  ne  mayst  but  only  lyf  bireve,  • 
Thou  hast  non  other  power  ne  no  leve  ! 

But  thou  mayst  seyn,  thy  princes  lian 

thee  maked  484 

Ministre  of  deeth ;  for  if  thou  speke  of  mo, 
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Tbon  lyesi,  for  thy  power  is  ftd  naked/ 

*  Do  wey  thy  boldnes/  seyde  Abnachins 

tho, 
'  And  Bacrifyce  to  onr  goddes,  er  thoa  go ; 
I  reeche  nat  what  wrong  that  thoa  me 

profire. 
For  I  can  soffire  it  as  a  pl^ilosophre ;    490 

Bnt  thillce  wronges  may  I  nat  ondore 
That  thoa  spekest  of  oar  goddea  here/ 

qaod  he. 
Cecile  answerede,  *  O  nyce  creatore, 
Thoa  seydest  no  word  sin  thoa  spak  to  me 
That  I  ne  knew  therwith  thy  nyoetee ;  495 
And  that  thoa  were,  in   every  manor 

wyse, 
A  lewed  officer  and  a  veyn  jostyse. 

Ther  lakketh  no-thing  to  thyn  atter  y6n 
That  thoa  nart  hlind,  for  thing  that  we 

seen  alio  499 

That  it  is  Btoon,  that  men  may  wel  espyen, 
That  like  stoon  a  god  thoa  wolt  it  oalle. 
I  rede  thee,  lat  thyn  hand  apon  it  falle, 
And  taste  it  wel,  and  stoon  thoa  shalt  it 

finde, 
Sin  that  thoa  seest  nat  with  thyn  yfin 

blinde. 

It 'is  a  shame  that  the  peple  shal  505 

So  scome  thee,  and  langhe  at  thy  folye  ; 
For  comanly  men  woot  it  wel  oreral. 
That  mighty  god  is  in  his  hevenes  hye, 
And  thise  images,  wel  thoa  mayst  espye, 
To  thee  ne  to  hem-self  mowe   noaght 
profyte,  510 

For  in  effect  they  been  nat  worth  a  myte.' 

Thise  wordes  and  swiche  othere  seydeshe, 
And  he  weex  wroth,  and  bad  men  sholde 

hir  lede 
Hom  til  hir  hoas,  *'  and  in  hir  hoos,'  qaod 
.      he, 

*  Brenne  hir  right  in  a  bath  of  flambes 

rede.'  515 

And  as  he  bad,  right  so  was  doon  in  dede; 
For  in  a  bath  they  gonne  hir  faate  shetten. 
And  night  and  day  greet  fyr  they  onder 

betten. 


The  longe  night  and  eek  a  day  alao, 
For  al  the  fyr  and  eek  the  bathes  hsta, 
She  sat  al  oold,  and  felede  no  wo^         521 
It  made  hir  nat  a  drope  for  to  sweta. 
Bat  in  that  bath  hir  lyf  she  mosto  lete ; 
For  he,  Almachins,  with  fal  wikke  entente 
To  sleen  hir  in  the  bath  his  sonde  sente. 

Three  strokes  in  the  nekke  he  smooi  hir 

tho,  5j6 

The  tormentoor,  bat  for  no  maner  ehaimoe 
He  mighte  noght  smyte  al  hir  nekke 

a-two; 
And  for  ther  was  that  tyme  an  ordin- 

aance, 
That  no  man  sholde  doon  man  swicfa 

penaonoe  530 

The  ferthe  strook  to  smyten,  soAe  or  sore. 
This  tormentoor  ne  dorste  do  na-more. 

Bat  half-deed,  with  hir  nekke  y-oorven 

there, 
He  lefbe  hir  lye,  and  on  his  wey  is  went. 
The  Cristen  folk,  which  that  aboaie  hir 

were,  SSS 

With  shetes  han  the  blood  fal  fture  y-hent. 
Three  dayes  lived  she  in  this  torment, 
And  never  cessed  hem  the  feith  to  teche ; 
That  she  hadde  fostred,  ham  she  gan  to 
'  preche; 

And  hem  she  yaf  hir  moebles  and  hir 
thing,  5|o 

And  to  the  pope  Urban  bitook  hem  tho. 
And  seyde,  *■  I  axed  this  at  hevene  king. 
To  han  respyt  three  dayes  and  na-mo, 
To  reoomende  to  yow,  er  that  I  go^ 
Thise  sooles,  lo!  and  that  I  migihte  do 
werche  S45 

Here  of  myn  hoas  perpetaelly  a  oharche." 

Seint  Urban,  with  his  deknes,  prively 
The  body  fette,  and  baried  it  by  nighte 
Among  his  othere  seintes  honestly. 
Hir  hoas  the  chirohe   of  seint  Ceoilie 
highte;  550 

Seint  Urban  halwed  it,  as  he  wel  mighte  ; 
In  which,  into  this  day,  in  noble  wyse, 
Men  doon  to  Crist  and  to  his  seint  serrysa 


Here  is  ended  the  Seconde  Nonaea  Tale. 
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THE  CANON'S  YEOMAN'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  prologs  of  tbe  ChanonB  Yemannes  Tale. 


Wras  ended  was  the  I^of  seint  Cecyle, 
Sr  we  had  riden  folly  fjwe  myle,  553 

At  Boghton  under  Blee  ufl  gan  atake 
A  man,  that  clothed  waa  in  clothes  blake, 
And  nndemethe  he  hadde  a  'vrh3rt  sarplys. 
His  hafceney,  that  was  al  pomely  gryty 
So  gwatte,  that  it  wonder  was  to  see ;  560 
It  semed  he  had  prihed  myles  three. 
The  hors  eek  that  his  yeman  rood  upon 
So  awatte,  that  nnnethe  mighte  it  gon.  (10) 
Abonte  the  peytrel  stood  the  foom  fal  hye, 
He  was  of  fbme  al  fiekked  as  a  pye.      565 
A  male  tweyfold  on  his  croper  lay, 
It  semed  that  he  caried  lyte  array. 
Al  light  for  somer  rood  this  worthy  man, 
And  in  myn  herte  wondren  I  bigan 
What  that  he  was,  til  that  I  understood 
How  that  his  doke  was  sowed  to  his 

hood;  571 

For  which,  when  I  had  longe  ayysed  me, 
I  demed  him  torn  chanon  for  to  be.  (ao) 
His  hat  heng  at  his  bak  dorm  by  a  laas, 
For  he  had  riden  more  than  trot  or  paas; 
He  had  ay  priked  lyk  as  he  were  wood. 
A  clote-leef  he  hadde  nnder  his  hood  577 
For  swoot,  and  for  to  kepe  his  heed  firom 

hete. 
Bnt  it  was  j<^  fbr  to  seen  him  swete ! 
His  forheed  dropped  as  a  stiUatorie,     580 
Were  fnl  of  plantain  and  of  paritorie. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come,  he  gan  to 

ciye, 
*  Ood  save,*  quod  he, '  this  joly  oompanye! 
Faste  have  I  priked,'  qnod  he,  *  for  yonr 

sake,  (31) 

By-oanse  that  I  wolde  yow  atake,         585 
To  xyden  in  this  mary  oompanye.' 
His  yeman  eek  was  fal  of  cnrteiflye. 
And  seyde,  *  sires,  now  in  the  morwe-tyde 
Ont  of  yonr  hoetelrye  I  sangh  yon  ryde, 


And   warned   heer    my   lord    and   vay 
soveras^i  590 

Which  that  to  lyden  with  yow  is  f ul  fayn, 

For  his  desport ;  he  loveth  daliaunoe.' 
*  Freend,  for  thy  warning  god  yeve  thee 
good  ohannoe,'  (40) 

Than  seyde  onr  host,  *  for  oertes,  it  wolde 


Thy  lord  were  wys,  and  so  I  may  wel 
deme ;  555 

He  is  fal  jocnnd  also,  dar  I  leye. 
Can  he  oght  telle  a  meiy  tale  or  tweye, 
With  which  he  glade  may  this  oompanye  ? ' 

*  Who, sire?  my  lord  ?  ye,  y e,  withonten 

lye, 

He  can  of  mnrthe,  and  eek  of  jolitee    600 
Nat  bnt  ynongh ;  also  sir,  tmsteth  me. 
And  ye  him  knewe  as  wel  as  do  I, 
Ye  wolde  wondre  how  wel  and  craftily  (50) 
He  conde  werke,  and  that  in  sondxy  wyse. 
He   hath   take   on  him   many  a  greet 

empxyse,  *'  605 

Which  were  ftal  hard  for  any  that  is 

here 
To  bringe  abonte,  bnt  they  of  him  it  lere. 
As  homely  as  he  rit  amongea  yow, 
If  ye  htm  knewe,  it  wolde  be  for  yonr 

prow ;  6(  9 

Ye  wolde  nat  forgoon  his  aqneyntaunce 
For  mochel  good,  I  dar  leye  in  balannoe 
Al  that  I  have  in  my  possessionn. 
He  is  a  man  of  heigh  discrecionn,        (60) 
I  wame  yon  wel,  he  is  a  passing  man.' 

*  Wel,'  qnod  onr  host,  *  I  pray  thee,  tel 

me  than,  615 

Is  ho  a  clerk,  or  noon  ?  tel  what  he  is.' 

'Nay,  he  is  gretter  than  a  clerk,  y-wis,' 
Seyde  this  yeman,  *  and  in  wordes  fewe, 
Host,  of  his  craft  som-what  I  wol  yow 

shewe.  619 
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I  Beye,  my  lord  can  swich  sabtilitee — 
(But  al  liis  craft  ye  may  nat  wito  at  me ; 
And  som-whathelpe  I  yet  to  Ills -working) — 
That  fd  this  ground  on  which  vre  been 
ryding,  (70) 

Til  that  we  come  to  Cannterbniy  toon, 
He  conde  al  dene  tome  it  ap-00-donn,   625 
And  pave  it  al  of  silver  and  of  gold.* 

And  whan  this  yeman  hadde  thus  y-told 
Unto  our  host,  he  seyde,  *  hen'cUe  ! 
This  thing  is  wonder  merveiUons  to  me, 
Sin  that  thy  lord  is  of  so  heigh  pradenoe, 
JQy-canse  of  which  men  sholde  him  rever- 
ence, 631 
That  of  his  worship  rekketh  he  so  lyte ; 
His  oversloppe  nis  nat  worth  a  myte,  (80) 
As  in  effect,  to  him,  so  mote  I  go ! 
It  is  al  bandy  and  to-tore  also.  635 
Why  is  thy  lord  so  sluttish,  I  thee  preye. 
And  is  of  power  better  cloth  to  b^pe, 
If  that  his  dede  aocorde  with  thy  speche? 
Telle  me  that,  and  that  I  thee  biseche.* 

*  Why  ?  *  quod  this  yeman,  *  wherto  axe 

ye  me  ?  640 

Ood  help  me  so,  for  he  shal  never  thee  ! 
(But  I  wol  nat  avowe  that  I  s^e. 
And  therfor  kepe  it  seoree,  I  yow  preyeX 
He  is  to  wyv,  in  feith,  as  I  bileve ;        (91) 
That  that  is  overdoon,  it  wol  nat  preve  645 
Aright,  as  derkes  sesm,  it  is  a  vyce. 
Wherfor  in  that  I  holds  him  lewed  and 

nyoe. 
For  whan  a  man  hath 'over-greet  a  wit, 
Fnl  oft  him  happeth  to  misnsen  it ; 
So  dooth  my  lord,  and  that  me  greveth 

sore.  650 

God  it  amende,  I  can  sey  yow  narmore.* 
'  Ther-of  no  fors,  good  yeman,'  quod  our 

host; 
'Sin  of  the  conning  of  thy  lord  thou 

wost,  (loo) 

Tel  how  he  dooth,  I  pray  thee  hertely, 
Sin  that  he  is  so  crafty  and  so  sly.        655 
Wher  dwellen  ye,  if  it  to  telle  be  ?  * 

*  In  the  suburbes  of  a  toun,'  quod  he, 

*  TiUrkinge  in  hemes  and  in  lanes  biinde, 
AVher-as  thise  robbours  and  thise  theves 

by  kinds 
Holdon  hir  privee  fereful  residence,    660 
As  they  that  dar  nat  shewen  hir  presence ; 
&o  faren  we,  if  I  shal  seyo  the  sothe.' 


'  Now,*  quod  our  host,  *  yit  lat  me  talks 
to  the;  (no) 

Why  artow  so  discoloured  of  thy  fiiee  ?  * 

*  Peter!'  quod  he,  *god  yeve  it  haide 

grace,  665 

I  am  so  used  in  the  fyr  to  blows, 
That  it  hath  chaunged  my  colonr,  I  txowe. 
I  am  nat  wont  in  no  mixour  to  pxye. 
But  swinke  sore  and  leme  multiplye. 
We  blondren  ever  and  pouren  in  the  fyr. 
And  for  al  that  we  fayle  of  oxir  desyr,    671 
For  ever  we  lakken  our  eonclusioon. 
To  mochel  folk  we  doon  illnsiaan,      (lao) 
And  borwe  gold,  be  it  a  pound  or  two, 
Orten,  ortwelve,  ormany sommes  noo,  675 
And  niake  hem  wenen,  at  the  leeste  weyv, 
That  of  a  pound  we  couds  make  tweye ! 
Yet  is  it  fals,  but  ay  we  ban  good  hope 
It  for  to  doon,  and  after  it  we  gzopeu 
But  that  science  is  so  fer  us  bifom,      680 
We  mowen  nat,  al-tboogh  we  hadde  it 

sworn, 
It  overtake,  it  slit  awey  so  iM» ; 
It  wol  us  maken  beggers  atte  laste.'  (130) 
Whyl  this   yeman  was  thus  in  his 

taUdng, 
This  chanoun  drongh  him  neer,  and  herde 

althing  Gis 

Which  this  yeman  spak,  for  suspeeioan 
Of  mennes  speche  ever  hadde  this  cha- 
noun. 
For  Catoun  seith,  that  he  that  gilty  is 
Demeth  al  thing  be  spoke  of  him,  y-wi& 
That  was  the  cause  he  gan  so  ny  him  drawe 
To  his  yeman,  to  herknen  al  his  sawe.  691 
And  thus  he  seyde  un-to  his  yeman  tho, 
*  Hold  thou  thy  pees,  and  spek  no  wordes 

mo,  <i4o) 

For  if  thou  do,  thou  shalt  it  dere  abye ; 
Thou  sclaundrest  me  heer  in  this  com> 

panye,  695 

And  eek  discoverest  that  thou  sholdest 

hyde.' 

*  Te,'  quod  our  host,  <  telle  on,  what  so 

bityde; 
Of  al  his  threting  rekke  nat  a  myte  !  * 
*'  In  feith,'  quod  he,  *  namore  I  do  but  lyte.' 
And  whan  this  chanon  sau|^  it  wolde 

nat  be,  700 

But  his  yeman  wolde  teUe  his  privetee. 
He  fledde  awey  for  verray  sorwe  andshame. 
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*  A !  *  qiaod  Uie  yeman,  *■  heer  ihal  axsrse 
ewno,  (150) 

Al  that  I  oan  anon  now  wol  I  telle.  704 
Sin  he  is  goon,  the  fonle  feend  him  quelle ! 
For  never  her-afler  wol  I  with  him  mete 
For  penjr  ne  for  pound,  I  yow  bihete ! 
He  that  me  hroghte  fint  unto  that  game, 
£r  that  he  dye,  lorwe  have  he  and  ehame ! 
For  it  is  emest  to  me,  by  jay  feith ;  710 
That  fele  I  wel,  what  so  any  man  seith. 


And  3ret,  for  al  n^  smerte  and  al  my 

grief, 
For  al  my  sorwe,  labour,  and  mesohlef, 
I  conde  never  leve  it  in  no  wyse.        (161) 
Now  wolde  god  my  wit  mighte  waSywb  715 
To  tellen  al  that  longeth  to  that  art ! 
Bat  natheles  yow  wol  I  tellen  part ; 
Sin  that  my  lord  is  gon,  I  wol  nat  spare ; 
Swieh  thing  as  that  I  jknowie,  I  wol  de* 

olare.' —  719 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Chanonna  Tetnannea  Tale. 


THE    CHANOUNS  YEMANNES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Chanovna  Yeman  hia  Tale. 


[Prima  Pan.\ 

WrrH  this  chanonn  I  dwelt  have  seven 
yeer,  720 

And  of  his  science  am  I  never  the  neer. 
Al  that  I  hadde,  I  have  y-loet  ther-by ; 
And  god  wot,  so  hath  many  mo  than  L  (170) 
Ther  I  was  wont  to  be  right  firesh  and  gay 
Of  clothing  and  of  other  good  array,  735 
Now  may  I  were  an  hose  upon  myn  heed ; 
And  wher  my  colour  was  bothe  fresh  and 

reed. 
Now  is  it  wan  and  of  a  leden  hewe ; 
VHio-so  it  useth,  sore  shal  he  rewe. 
And  of  my  swink  yet  blered  is  myn  y6,  730 
Iio  \  which  avantage  is  to  multiplye  ! 
That  slydingscience  hath  me  maad  so  bare, 
That  I  have  no  good,  wher  that  ever  I  fare ; 
And  yet  I  am  endetted  so  ther-by       (181) 
Of  gold  that  I  have  borwed,  tiewely,    735 
That  whyl  I  live,  I  shal  it  quyte  never. 
IjbX  every  man  be  war  \fy  me  for  ever  ! 
What  manor  man  that  casteth  him  thei^to, 
If  he  continue,  I  holde  his  thrift  y-do. 
Sohelpe  megod,  ther-by  shal  he  nat  winne, 
J3nt  empte  his  purs,  and  make  his  wittes 
thinne.  (188)  741 

And  whan  he,thurgh  his  madnes  and  folye, 


Hath  lost  his  owene  good  thurgh  jupartye, 
T^kanne  he  exoyteth  other  folk  thereto, 
To  lese  hir.good  as  he  him-eelf  hath  do.  745 
For  unto  shrewes  joye  it  is  and  ese 
To  have  hir  felawea  in  peyne  and  disese ; 
Thus  was  I  ones  lemed  of  a  clerk. 
Of  that  no  charge,  I  wol  speke  of  our  werk. 
Whan  we  been  ther  as  we  shnl  exercyse 
Our  elvish  craft,  we  semen  wonder  wyse, 
Oar   termes   been    so   olergial   and   so 
queynte.  (199)  75a 

I  blowe  the  fyr  til  that  myn  herte  feynte. 

What  sholde  I  tellen  ech  proporcioun 
Of  thinges  whiche  that  we  werche  upon, 
As  on  fyve  or  sixe  ounces,  may  wel  be,  756 
Of  silver  or  som  otiier  quantitee, 
And  bisie  me  to  telle  yow  the  names 
Of  orpiment,  brent  bones,  yren  squames, 
That  into  poudre  grounden  been  fnl  smal  ? 
And  in  an  erthen  potte  how  put  is  al,  761 
And  salt  y-put  in,  and  also  papeer,     (309) 
Bifom  thise  poudres  that  I  speke  of  heer, 
And  wel  y-covered  with  a  lampe  of  glas. 
And  mbchel  other  thing  which  that  ther 
was?  765 

And  of  the  pot  and  glasses  enluting, 
That  of  the  eyre  mighte  passe  out  no-thing  ? 
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And  of  the  esy  fyr  and  smart  also, 
Which  that  was  maad,  and  of  the  care 

and  vo  769 

That  we  hadde  in  onr  matxres  sahlyming, 
And  in  amalgamin^  and  caloeninif 
Of  qnik-flilver,  y-dept  Mercurie  omde? 
For  alle  oar  sleightes  we  can  nat  oon* 

clade.  (330) 

Oar  orpiment  and  sobljmied  Mercnrle, 
Oar  groanden  litarge  eek  on  the  porphtirie, 
Of  eoh  of  thise  of  ooncegaoertoiyn       776 
Nonght  helpeth  as,  oar  labour  is  in  yeynt 
Ne  eek  oar  spirites  ascencionn, 
Ne  oar  materes  that  lyen  al  fixe  adoon, 
Mowe  in  onr  working  no-thing  as  avayle. 
For  lost  is  al  oar  labour  and  travayle,    781 
And  al  the  cost,  a  twenty  devel  weye, 
Is  lost  also,  which  we  apon  it  leye.     (230) 

Ther  is  also  fhl  many  another  thing 
That  is  an  to  oar  craft  apertening ;        785 
Though  I  by  ordre  hem  nat  reheroe  can, 
By-cause  that  I  am  a  lowed  man, 
Tet  wol  I  telle  hem  as  they  oome  to  minde, 
Though  I  ne  can  not  sette  hem  in  hir 

kinde; 
As  bole  annoniak,  verdegrees,  boras,    790 
And  sondry  vessels  maad  of  erthe  and  glas, 
Our  nrinales  and  onr  desoensories, 
Yioles,  oroslets,  and  sublymatorieB,    (240) 
Coourhites,  and  alembykes  eek, 
And  othere  swiohe,  dere  y-noogih  a  leek. 
Nat  nedeth  it  for  to  reheroe  hem  alle,    796 
Watres  rubifying  and  boles  galle, 
Arsenik,  sal  armoniak,  and  brimstoon ; 
And  herbes  coude  I  telle  eek  many  oon, 
As  egremoine,  valerian,  and  hmarie,  800 
And  othere  swiohe,  if  that  me  liste  tarie^ 
Our  lampes  farenning  bothe  night  and  day. 
To  brings  aboute  our  craft,  if  that  we 

may.  (250) 

Our  foumeys  eek  of  oalcinaoionn. 
And  of  watres  albificacionn,  805 

Unslekked  lym,  chalk,  and  gleyre  of  an  ey, 
Poudres  diverse,  asshes,  dong,  pisse,  and 

Cered  pokets,  asl  peter,  vitriole ; 
And  divers  fyres  maad  of  wode  and  cole ; 
Sal  tartre,  alkaly,  and  sal  preparat,     810 
And  combust  materes  and  ooagulat, 
Cley  maad  with  hors  or  mannes  heer,  and 
oils 


Of  tartre,  alum,  glas,  berrn,  wtni,  «nd 
argoile,  ia6t>) 

Besalgar,  and  onr  materes  enUMng'; 
And  eek  of  our  materes  encorporing,    815 
And  of  our  silver  oitrlnacioun. 
Our  cementing  and  flsrmentacioait, 
Our  ingottes,  testes,  and  many  mo. 

I  wol  yow  telle,  as  was  me  taught  also, 
The  foure  spirites  and  the  bodies  sevene. 
By  ordre,  as  oft^  I  herde  my  lord  bem 
nevene.  821 

The  firste  spirit  quik-silver  called  is,  (969) 
mie  second  orpiment,  the  thridde,  y'-wis, 
Sal  armoniak,  and  the  ferthe  brimstoon. 
The  bodies  seveneeek,  lo !  hem  heer  anoon : 
Sol  gold  is,  and  Luna  silver  we  threpe,  8j6 
Hars  yren,  Mercurie  quik-silver  we  olepe,' 
Satumus  leed,  and  Jupiter  is  tin. 
And  Venus  coper,  by  my  fader  kin  t     8^ 

This  cursed  craft  who-so  wol  erercyse. 
He  shal  no  good  ban  that  him  may  Bufiy>e : 
For  al  the  good  he  spendeth  ther«boote. 
He  less  shal,  ther-of  have  I  no  doute.  (aSo) 
Who-so  that  listeth  oaten  his  folye,     834 
Lat  him  come  forth,  and  leme  muUiplye ; 
And  eveiy  man  that  oght  hath  in  his  ooft«, 
Lat  him  appere,  and  weze  a  philoaofreL 
Ascaunce  that  craft  is  so  light  to  lore  ? 
Nay,  nay,  god  woot,  al  be  he  monk  or 

Anere, 
Freest  or  chanoun,  or  any  other  wight,  84^* 
Though  he  sitte  at  his  book  bothe  day  and 

night, 
In  lemyng  of  this  elvish  nyoe  lore, 
Al  is  in  v^yn,  and  pazde,  mochel  more  ! 
To  leme  a  lowed  man  this  subtiltee,  (391) 
Fy  I  spek  nat  ther-of,  for  it  wol  nat  be ;  845 
Al  oonne  he  letterure,  or  conne  he  noon. 
As  in  effect,  he  shal  flnde  it  al  oon. 
For  bothe  two,  by  mj  savacioun, 
Conduden,  in  multiplicaoioun, 
Y-lyke  wel,  whan  they  han  al  y-do ;     Sgo 
This  is  to  seyn,  they  faylen  boUie  two. 

Yet  forgat  I  to  maken  rehersaille 
Of  watres  ooroeif  and  of  Umaille,        (300] 
And  of  bodyes  moUifioaoioon, 
And  also  of  hir  induradoan,  855 

Oiles,  abludons,  and  metal  fusible, 
To  tellen  al  wolde  passen  any  bible 
That  o-wher  is ;  wherfor,  as  for  the  beste, 
Of  alle  thise  names  now  wol  I  me  reste. 
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For,  as  I  trowe,  I  have  yow  iolil  y-nowa  860 
To  reyse  a  feend,  al  loke  he  never  io  zowe. 
A I  naj  1  lat  be;  the  philoeophrai  stoott, 
SUxir  olept,  we  teohen  fiwte  eohoon ;  (310) 
For  hadde  we  him,  than  were  we  sifcer 

y-now. 
But,  onto  god  of  heven  I  make  avow,  8^ 
For  al  oTir  oraft,  whan  we  han  al  y-do, 
And  al  onr  aleighte,  he  wol  nat  oome  US  ta 
He  hath  y-maad  us  spenden  moohel  good. 
For  sorwe  of  which  almost  we  wezen  wood, 
But  that  good  hope  orepeth  in  oar  herte, 
Sappoainge  ever,  though  we  sore  smerte, 
To  be  releved  by  him  afterward ;  873 

Swich  supposing  and  hope  is  shaxp  and 
hard;  (340) 

I  wame  yow  wel,  it  is  to  seken  ever ; 
That  f  atnr  temps  hath  maad  men  to  dis- 
sever, 875 
In  trost  ther-of,  £com  al  that  ever  they 

hadde. 
Yet  of  that  art  they  can  nat  wezen  sadde, 
For  onto  hem  it  is  a  bitter  swete ; 
So  semeth  it ;  for  nadde  they  bat  a  shete 
Which  that  they  mighte  wrappe  hem  inne 
a-night,  880 

And  a  bak  to  walken  inne  by  di^-light, 
They  wolde  hem  seUe  and  spenden  on  this 
craft;  (3^9) 

They  oan  nat  stinte  til  no-thing  be  laft. 
And  evermore,  wher  that  ever  they  goon, 
Hen  may  hem  knowe  by  smel  of  brim- 


For  al  the  world,  they  stinken  as  a  goot ; 
Her  savoar  is  so  rammish  and  so  hoot, 
That,  though  a  man  from  hem  a  myle  be, 
The  savoar  wol  infects  him,  trosteth  me; 
IjO,  thos  by  smelling  and  threedbare  army, 
If  that  men  liste,  thisfolk  they  knowe  may. 
And  if  a  man  wol  sake  hem  prively,  893 
Why  they  been  clothed  so  onthriflUy,  (340) 
They  right  anon  wol  rownen  in  his  ere, 
And  seyn,  that  if  that  they  espyed  were, 
Hen  wolde  hem  slee,  by-caose  of  hir 
seienoe;  Sg6 

Lo,  thos  this  folk  bitrayen  innocence ! 
Passe  over  this ;  I  go  my  tale  on-ta 
Er  than  the  pot  be  on  the  fyr  y-do, 
Of  metals  with  a  oertein  qoantitee,      900 
J£y  lord  hem  tempreth,  and  no  man  but 


Now  he  is  goon,  I  dar  seyn  boldely — 
For,  as  men  seyn,  he  can  don  craftily ;  (350} 
Algate  I  woot  wel  he  hath  swich  a  name, 
And  yet  All  oAe  he  renneth  in  a  blame ;  9c^ 
And  wite  ye  how  ?  fuL  ofle  it  happeth  so, 
Thepoito-breketh,and£Bkrewel!  alisgo! 
Thise  metals  been  of  so  greet  violence. 
Our  walles  mows  nat  make  hem  resistence, 
Batif  they  weren  WTOght  of  lym  andstoon ; 
They  peroen  so,  and  thnrgh  the  wal  they 

goon,  9u 

And  somme    of  hem  sinken   in-to  the 

ground—  (359) 

Thns  han  we  lost  by  tymes  many  a  pound — 
Andsommeare  scatered  al  the  floor  aboate, 
Somme  lepe  in-to  the  roof;    with«outen 

doate,  915 

Though  that  the  feend  noght  in  our  sighte 

himshewe, 
I  trowe  he  with  us  be,  that  ilke  shrewe ! 
In  helle  wher  that  he  is  lord  and  sire, 
Nis  ther  more  wo,  ne  more  rancour  ne  ire. 
Whan  that  our  pot  is  broke,  as  I  have 

sayd,  920 

Kvery  man  chit,  and  halt  him  yvel  apay d. 

80m  s«yde,  it  was  long  on  the  tyr- 

making,  (369) 

Som  seyde,  nay !  it  was  on  the  blowini; ; 
(Than  was  I  fared,  for  that  was  myn  office) ; 

*  Straw ! '  quod  the  tbridde,  'ye  been  lewed 

and  nyce,  925 

It  was  nat  tempred  as  it  oghte  be.' 

*  Nay  1 '  quod  the  ferthe,  *  stint,  and  herkne 

me; 
By-cause  cuxfyx  ne  was  nat  maadof  beech, 
That  is  the  cause,  and  other  noon,  so 

theeohr 
I  can  nat  telle  wher^m  it  was  long,     930 
But  wel  I  wot  greet  sttyf  is  us  among. 
^  What !  *  quod  my  lord, '  ther  is  na-more 

to  done. 
Of  thise  pexils  I  wol  be  war  eft-sone ;  (380) 
I  am  right  siker  that  the  pot  was  erased. 
Be  as  be  may,  be  ye  no-thing  amHSftd  ;  935 
As  usage  is,  lat  swepe  the  floor  as  swythe, 
Plukke  up  your  hertes,  and  beth  gladde 

andUythe.' 
The  moUok  on  an  hepe  y-sweped  was, 
And  on  the  floor  y-cast  a  canevas, 
And  al  this  muUok  in  a  sive  y-throwe,  940 
And  sifted,  and  y-piked  many  a  throwe. 
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*  Pardee/  quod  oon,  'som^wtiat  of  our 

metal 
Yet  is  ther  heer,  though  that  we  han  nat  aL 
Al-though  this  thing  mishapped  have  as 

now,  (39O 

Another  tyme  it  may  he  wel  y-now,      945 
Us  moste  putte  our  good  in  aventure  ; 
A  marohantf  parde  I  ma^  nat  ay  endure 
Trasteth  mo  wel,  in  his.pioeperitee  ; 
Somtyme  his  good  is  drenohed  in  the  see, 
And  somtym  oomth  it  sauf  un-to  the 

londe.'  950 

*  Pees  I  *  quod  my  lord,  *  the  nest  tyme 

I  wol  fonde  (398) 

To  hringe  our  craft  al  in  another  pljrte ; 
And  but  I  do,  sirs,  lat  me  han  the  wyte ; 
Ther  was  defiftute  in  som-what,  wel  I  woot.' 
Another  seyde,  the  i^r  was  over  hoot : — 
But,  be  it  hoot  or  oold,  I  dar  aeye  this,  956 
That  we  conoluden  evermore  amis. 
We  fkyle  of  that  whidh  that  we  woMen 

have, 
And  in  our  madnesse  evermore  we  rave. 
And  whan  we  been  togidres  everichoon, 
Eveiy  man  semeth  a  Salomon.  961 

But  al  thing  which  that  shyneth  as  the 

gold  (409) 

Nis  nat  gold,  as  that  I  have  herd  it  told ; 
Ne  eveiy  appel  that  is  fair  at  yfi 
No  is  nat  good,  what-so  men  olappe  or 

oiye.  965 

Bight  so,  lo !  fareth  it  amonges  us ; 
He  that  semeth  the  wysest,  by  Jesus ! 
Is  most  fool,  whan  it  cometh  to  the  preef ; 
And  he  that  semeth  trewest  is  a  theef ; 
That  shul  ye  knowe,  er  that  I  firo  yow 

wende,  970 

By  that  I  of  my  tale  have  maad  an  ende. 
ExpUcU  prima  pars. 
M  tequUur  part  $ecunda. 
Ther  is  a  chanoun  of  religionn 
Amonges  us,  wolde  infecte  al  a  toon,  (420) 
Though  it  as  greet  were  as  was  Ninivee, 
Home,  AIisaundre,Troye,  andothere  three. 
His  sleightes  and  his  inflnit  falsnesse    976 
Ther  coude  no  man  wiyten,  as  I  gesse, 
Thogh  that  he  mighte  liven  a  thousand 

yeer. 
In  al  this  world  of  falshede  nis  his  peer ; 
For  in  his  termes  so  he  wolde  him  winde, 


And  spake  his  wordes  in  so  sly  akinde,  981 
Whan  he  commune  shal  wiUi  any  wig^ht. 
That  he  wol  make  him  doten  anon  ri^ht. 
But  it  a  feend  be,  as  him-selven  is.  (431) 
Ful  many  a  man  hath  he  bigyled  er  this, 
And  woL,  if  that  he  live  may  a  whyle ;  986 
And  yet  men  xyde  and  goon  fill  many  a 

myle 
Him  for  to  seke  and  have  hk  aqueynt* 

aunce, 
Noght  knowings  of  his  false  govenuranoei 
And  if  yow  list  to  yeve  me  audience,    99D 
I  wol  it  tellen  heer  in  your  presence. 
But  wonhipftil  ohanouns  religious, 
Ne  demeth  nat  that  I  solanndxe  your  hous; 
Al*though  my  tale  of  a  ehanonu  be.   (441 ) 
Of  every  ordre  som  shrewe  is,  paxde,     995 
And  god  fbrbede  that  al  a  companyo 
Sholde  rewe  a  singnler  mannes  folye. 
To  solaondre  yow  is  no4hingmyn  entente, 
But  to  correoten  that  is  mis  I  mente. 
This  tale  was  nat  only  told  for  yow,   1000 
But  eek  for  othere  mo ;  ye  woot  wel  how 
That,  among  Cristes  apostelles  twelve, 
Ther  nas  no  traytour  but  Judas  him-aelvc^ 
Than  why  sholde  al  the  remenant  h»vo 

blame  (451) 

That  giltlees  were  ?  by  yowlseye  the  sama 
Save  only  this,  if  ye  wol  herkne  m.e,   ioc6 
If  any  Judas  in  your  covent  be, 
Bemeveth  him  bitymes,  I  yow  rede. 
If  shame  or  Ice  may  causen  any  drede.  1009 
And  both  no-thing  displesed,  1 3fow  preye. 
But  in  this  cas  herkneth  what  I  shal  sejei 

In  London  was  a  preest,  an  annualeer, 
That  therin  dwelled  hadde  many  a  yeer. 
Which  was  so  plesaunt  and  so  servisaUe 
Unto  the  wyf,  wher-as  he  was  attabLe,  {46a) 
That  she  wolde  sufbre  him  nothing  for  to 
pays  iot6 

For  bord  ne  dothing,  wente  he  never  so 

And  spending-silver  hadde  he  right  y-now. 
Therof  no  fors ;  I  wol  procede  as  now,  1019 
And  telle  forth  my  tale  of  the  ehanoon, 
That  broghte  this  preest  to  oonfludoun. 
This  fidse  chanoun  cam  up-o&  a  day 
Unto  this  preestes  chambre,  wher  be  lay, 
Biseching  him  to  lene  him  a  oerteyn  (471 ) 
Of  gold,  and  he  wolde  quyte  it  him  ageyn. 
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'  Lfine  me  a  mariL,'  qnod  he,  *  bat  dayee 
three,  ioa6 

And  at  my  day  I  wol  it  qoyten  thee. 
And  if  so  be  that  thou  me  flnde  fals, 
Another  d^y  do  hange  me  by  the  hals ! ' 

This  preest  him  took  a  mark,  and  that 

as  swythe,  1^30 

And  this  chanoan  him  thanked  ofte  sythe. 

And  took  his  leve,  and  wente  forth  his 

w^ye,  (479) 

And  at  the  thridde  day  broghte  his  moneye. 

And  to  the  preeet  he  took  his  gold  agayn, 

Wherof  this  preest  -was  wonder  glad  and 

fiiyn.  1035 

*  Certes,'  qnod  he,  *no-thing  anoyeth  me 
To  lene  a  man  a  noble,  or  two  or  three, 
Or  what  thing  were  in  my  possossionn. 
Whan  he  so  trewe  is  of  condioioon, 
That  in  no  wyse  he  broke  wol  his  day;  1040 
To  swich  a  man  I  oan  nerer  seye  nay.' 

^  What ! '  qnod  this  chanonn,  *  sholde  I 
benntrewe?  (489) 

Nay,  that  were  thing  y-fidlen  al  of-newe. 
Tronthe  is  a  thing  that  I  wol  ever  kepe 
Un«to  that  day  in  which  that  I  shal  orepe 
In-to  my  grave,  and  elles  god  forbede ;  1046 
Bileveth  this  as  siker  as  is  yonr  oarede. 
Ood  thanke  I,  and  in  good  tyme  be  it  sayd. 
That  ther  was  never  man  yet  yvel  apayd 
For  gold  ne  silver  that  he  to  me  lente,  1090 
2fe  never  falshede  in  myn  herte  I  mente. 
And  sir,'  qnod  he,  *•  now  of  my  privetee, 
Sin  ye  so  goodlieh  han  been  nn-to  me,  (500) 
And  kythed  to  me  so  greet  gentilleaM,  1054 
Somwhat  to  qnyte  with  yonr  kindenesse, 
I  wol  yow  shewe,  and,  if  yow  list  to  lere, 
I  wol  yow  tedhe  pleynly  the  manere, 
How  I  can  werken  in  philosophye. 
Taketh  good  heed,  ye  shnl  wel  seen  at  yO, 
That  I  wol  doon  a  maistrie  er  I  go.'    1060 

VTe,'  qnod  the  preest,  *ye,  sir,  and  wol 
yeso? 
Karie  I  ther^  I  pray  yow  hertely ! '  (509) 

*  At  ytmr  oomandement,  sir,  trewely,' 
Qnod  the  ohanoon,  *  and  elles  god  forbede ! ' 

Lo,  how  this  theef  oonde  his  servyse 
bedel  1065 

Fol  sooth  it  is,  that  swich  piofired  servyse 
Stinketh,  as  witnessen  thise  olde  wyse ; 
And  that  toX  sone  I  wol  it  verifye 
In  this  chanonn,  rote  of  al  trecheiye,  1069 


That  ever-more  delyt  hath  and  gladnease — 
Swioh  feendly  thonghtes  in  his  tibrte  im« 


How  Gristes  peple  he  may  to  meschief 

bringe ;  (5»9) 

Gk>d  kepe  ns  finom  his  fals  dissimnlinge  ! 
Noght  wiste  this  preest  with  whom  that 

he  delte, 
Ne  of  his  harm  oominge  he  no-thing  felte. 
O  sely  preest  I  O  sely  innocent !  1076 

With  ooveityse  anon  thou  shalt  be  blent ! 
O  gracelees,  Ail  blind  is  thy  conceit, 
No-thing  ne  artow  war  of  the  deceit 
Which  that  this  fox  y-ehapen  hath  to  thee ! 
His  wyly  wrenches  tiion  ne  mayst  nat  flee. 
Wherfor,  to  gcto  the  oonolnsionn      108 j 
That  lefereth  to  thy  oonAisioan,         (530) 
Unhappy  man  !  anon  I  wol  me  hye 
To  tellen  thjni  nnwit  and  thy  Iblye,    1085 
And  eek  the   falsnesse   of  that  other 

wrecche. 
As  ferforth  as  that  my   conning  may 

streoche. 
This  chanonn  was  my  lord,  ye  wolden 

wene? 
Sir  host,  in  feith,  and  by  the  hevenes 

quene. 
It  was  another  chanonn,  and  nat  he,  1090 
That  can  an  hundred  fold  more  snbtiltee ! 
He  hath  bitrayed  folkes  many  tyme ; 
Of  his  iUshede  it  dnlleth  me  to  ryme.  (540) 
Ever  whan  that  I  speke  cf  his  fidshede, 
^or  shame  of  him  my  chekes  wezen  rede ; 
Algates,  they  biginnen  for  to  glowe,  1096 
Eoar  reednesse  have  I  noon,  right  wel  I 

knowe, 
In  my  visage ;  for  fVimes  dyverse 
Of  metals,  which  ye  han  herd  me  reherce, 
Consumed  and  wasted  han  my  reednesse. 
Now  tak  heed  of  this  chanonna  cnrsed- 

nesse !  iioi 

*8ir,'  qnod  he  to  the  preest,  'lat  your 

man  gon  (549) 

For  qnik-silver,  that  we  it  hadde  anon ; 
And  lat  him  bringen  ounces  two  or  three ; 
And  whan  he  comth,  as  faste  shul  ye  seo 
A  wonder  thing,  which  ye  sangh  never  er 

this.'  1 106 

*  Sir,*  quod  the  preest,  *  it  shal  be  doon, 

y-wis,' 
He  bad  his  servant  focchen  him  this  thing, 
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And  be  al  redy  was  at  his  bidding. 

And  w«&te  him  forth,  and  cam  anon 

agayn  mo 

With  this  qoik-silver,  aoothly  for  to  n^yn, 
And  took  thise  ounces  three-  to  the  cha- 

nonn ;  (559) 

And  he  hem  leyde  fayre  and  wel  adonn, 
And  bad  the  servant  coles  for  to  bringe, 
That  he  anon  mighte  go  to  his  werkingOb 
The  coles  right  anon  weren  y-fet,     xii6 
And  this  ohanonn  took  out  a  crosselet 
Of  his  bosom,  and  shewed  it  the  preest 
'This  insfcmment,'  qaod  he,  *  which  that 

thonseest, 
Tak  in  thyn  hand,  and  pnt  thy-self  ther- 

inne  %  iijo 

Of  this  quik-silver  an  oonoe,  and  heer  bi- 

ginne, 
In  the  name  of  Crist,  to  wexe  a  philosofre. 
Ther  been  fed  fewe,  whiohe  that  I  wolde 

profre  (570) 

To  shewen  hem  thus  mnche  of  my  science. 
For  ye  shul  seen  heer,  by  experience,  1125 
That  this  qnik-silvef  wol  I  mortice 
Right  in  your  sighte  anon,  withouten  lye, 
And  make  it  as  good  silver  cuid  as  fyn 
As  ther  is  any  in  your  pars  or  myn, 
Or  ellecwher,  and  make  it  malliaUe ;  1x90 
And  olles,  holdeth  me  fals  and  unable 
Amonges  folk  for  ever  to  appere !        (579} 
I  have  a  poudre  heer,  that  coste  me  deie, 
Shal  make  al  good,  for  it  is  cause  of  al 
Jiy  conning,  which  that  I  yow  shewen 

shaL  1155 

Vqydeth  your  man,  and  lot  him  be  ther- 

oute. 
And  shet  the  dors,  whyls  we  been  ahoute 
Our  privetee,  that  no  man  us  espye 
Whyls  that  we  werke  in  this  philoeophye.' 
Al  as  he  bad,  fiilfilled  was  in  dede,     1140 
This  ilke  servant  anon-right  out  yede. 
And  his  maister  shette  the  dore  anon. 
And  to  hir  labour  speedily  they  gon.  (590) 
This  preest,  at  this  cursed  chauonns 

bidding, 
Up-on  the  fyr  anon  sette  this  thing,  1145 
And  blew  the  fyr,  and  bisied  him  ful  &Bte ; 
And  this  chanoun  in-to  the  croslet  caste 
A  poudre,  noot  I  whex^f  that  it  was 
Y-maad,  other  of  chalk,  other  of  glas, 
Or  Bom-what  elles,  was  nat  worth  a  £lye 


To  blynde  with  the  pnest ;  and  bad  him 

hye  X 151 

The  coles  for  to  ooucfaen  al  above       (999) 
The  croslet;    'for,  in  tokening  I  thee 

love,' 
Quod  this  chanonn, '  thyn  owene  honiles 

two 
Shul  werohe  al  thing  which  that  shal  h.«er 

be  do.'  iiss 

*  Gntunt  mercy,'  quod  the  preest,  and 

was  fill  glad, 
And  couohed  coles  as  the  ehanoon  bad. 
And  whyle   he   bisy  was,  this  feendJty 

wreoohe. 
This  fals  chanonn,  the  fonle  feend  him 

feoohel 
Outof  hisbosomtookabechenoole,  xi6o 
In  which  ful  sUbtUly  was  sumkI  an  hole. 
And  ther-in  put  was  of  silver  lymaille 
An  ounoe,  and  stopped  was,  with-aoten 

fi^le,  (610) 

The  hole  with  wez,  to  kepe  the  lyxixail  in. 
And  understondeth,  that  this  fala&  gin 
Was  nat  xnaad  that,  bat  it  was  xnaad 

bifore;  1x66 

And  othere  thinges  I  shal  telle  more 
Herafterward,  which  that  he  with   him 

broghte; 
£r  he  cam  ther,  him  to  bigyle  he  thog^bte, 
And  so  he   dide,   er  thi^  they  wente 

a-twinne;  xx^o 

Til  he  had  terved  him,  ooude  henot  UiiuMi 
It  dulleth  nxe  whan  that  I  of  him  speke, 
On  his  faJshede  fayn  wolde  I  me  wieke. 
If  I  wiste  how ;  but  he  is  heer  and  ther : 
He  is  so  variaunt,  he  abit  no-wher.      1x75 
But  taketh  heed  now,  siza,  for  goddes 

love  I  (6a3) 

He  took  his  cole  of  whioh  I  spak  abov«. 
And  in  his  hond  he  baar  it  prively. 
And  whyls  the  preest  oouoheda  busily 
The  coles,  as  I  tolde  yow  er  this,         xx8o 
This  chanoun  seyde,  *  fineend,  ye  dooa  amis ; 
This  ii  nai  couohed  as  it  og^te  be ; 
But  sone  I  shal  amenden  it,'  quod  hei  (630) 
*  Kow  lat  me  medle  theorwith  bat  a  whyle. 
For  of  yow  have  I  pitee,  by  seint  Gylal  1x85 
Ye  been  right  hoot,  I  see  wel  how  ye  swote. 
Have  heer  a  doth,  and  wype  awey  ths 

wete.' 
And  whyles  that  the  pceest  wyped  his  iboe. 
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This  ohanonn  took  his  oole  with  harde 

grace,  1189 

And  leydo  it  above,  np-on  the  middeward 

Of  the  orodet,  and  blew  wel  afterward, 

Til  that  the.oolee  gonne  &flte  brenne. 

*Now  yeve  ns  drinke/  qnod  the  chanonn 

thenne,  (640) 

*  Ab  gwythe  al  abal  be  wel,  I  undertake ; 
Sittewedoan,andlatiiflmei7make.'  1195 
And  whan  that  this  chanoones  beohen 

cole 
Was  brant,  al  the  lymaille,  out  of  the  hole. 
Into  the  croelet  fll  anon  adoon  ; 
And  so  it  moste  nedes,  by  reaonn, 
Sin  it  so  even  aboren  conched  was ;    laoo 
Bat  thel^-of  wiste  the  preest  no-thing,  alas! 
He  demed  alle  the  ooles  y-Uehe  good, 
For  of  the  sleighte  he  no-thing  under- 
stood. (650) 
And  whan  this  alkamistre  sangh  his  tyme, 

*  Bys  np,*  qnod  he, '  sir  preest,  and  stondeth 

by  me ;  laps 

And  for  I  woot  wel  ingot  have  ye  noon, 
Gk)ih,  walketh  forth,  and  bring  ns  a  ohalk- 

stoon; 
For  I  wol  make  oon  of  the  same  shap 
That  is  an  ingot,  if  I  may  han  hap. 
And  bringeth  eek  with  yow  a  boUe  or 

a  panne,  laio 

Fal  of  water,  and  ye  shnl  see  wel  thanne 
How  that  our  bisineSBe  shal  thxyve  and 

preve. 
And  yet,  for  ye  shul  han  no  misbileve  (660) 
Na  wrong  ocmceit  of  me  in  your  absence, 
I  ne  wol  nat  been  out  of  your  presence,  1215 
But  go  with  yow,  and  oome  with  yow 

•geyn.* 
The  chambre-dore,  shortly  for  to  s^yn. 
They  opened  and  shette,  and  wente  hir 

w^ye. 
And  forth  with  hem  they  oarieden  the 

keye,  1219 

And  oome  agayn  with-outen  any  delay. 
What  sholde  I  tarien  al  the  longe  day  ? 
He  took  the  chalk,  and  shoop  it  in  the 

wyse 
Of  an  ingot,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse.      (670) 

I  s^ye,  he  took  out  of  his  owene  sieve 
A  teyne  of  silver  (yvele  mote  he  cheve !) 
Which  that  ne  was  nat  but  an  ounce  of 

weighte ;  1^36 


And   taketh    heed   now   of  his   cursed 

sleighte! 
He  shoop  his  ingot,  in  lengthe  and  eek 

in  brede, 
Of  this  teyne,-  with-outen  any  drede, 
So  slyly,  tiiat  the  preest  it  nat  espyde ;  1 330 
And  in  his  sieve  agayn  he  gan  it  hyde ; 
And  fto  the  fyr  he  took  up  his  matere, 
And  in  th*ingot  patte  it  with  mery  chere, 
And  in  the  water-vessel  he  it  caste     (681) 
Whan  that  him  luste,  and  bad  the  preest 

as  faste,  1235 

'  Look  what  ther  is,  put  in  thyn  hand  and 

grope, 
Thow  finde  shalt  ther  silver,  as  I  hope ; 
What,  devel  of  helle !  sholde  it  elles  be  ? 
Shaving  of  silver  silver  is,  pardee  ! ' 
He  putte  his  hond  in,  and  took  up  a  teyne 
Of  silver  fyn,  and  glad  in  every  veyne  1241 
Was  this  preest,  whan  he  saugh  that  it 

was  so. 

*  Qoddes  blessing,  and  his  modres  also,  (690) 
And  alle  halwes  have  ye,  sir  dhanoun,* 
Seyde  this  preest,  *  and  I  hir  malisoun,  1345 
But,  and  ye  vouohe-sauf  to  techen  me 
This  noble  craft  and  this  subtilitee, 

I  wol  be  youre,  in  al  that  ever  I  may ! ' 

Quod  the  chanoun,  *  yet  wol  I  make  assay 
The  second  tyme,  that  ye  may  taken  hede 
And  been  expert  of  this,  and  in  your  node 
Another  day  assays  in  myn  absence  1252 
This  disciplyne  and  this  crafty  science. 
Lat  take  another  ounce,'  quod  he  tho,  (701) 

*  Of  quik-silver,  with-outen  wordes  mo,  1355 
And  do  ther-with  as  ye  han  doon  er  this 
With  that  other,  which  that  now  silver  is.' 

This  preest  him  bisieth  in  al  that  he  can 
To  doon  as  this  chanoun,  this  cursed  man, 
Comanded  him,  and  faste  he  blew  the  fyr, 
For  to  come  to  th'effect  of  his  desyr.  1361 
And  this  chanoun,  right  in  the  mene 

whyle, 
Al  redy  was,  the  preest  efb  to  bigyle,  (710) 
And,  for  acountenance,  in  his  hands  he  bar 
An  holwe  stikke  (tak  keep  and  be  war  !) 
In  the  ende  of  which  an  ounce,  and 

na-more,  1366 

Of  silver  lymail  put  was,  as  bifore 
Was  in  his  cole,  and  stopped  with  wex 

weel 
For  to  kepe  in  his  lymail  eveiy  deeL 
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And  whyl  this  preest  -was  in  hi«  biiiwwBo, 
This  ohanonn  with  his  stikke  gUk  hixn 

draoBe  1271 

To  him  anon,  and  his  ponder  caste  in.  (719) 
As  he  did  «r ;  (the  devel  out  of  his  skin 
Him  terve,  I  pray  to  god,  for  hisfalsheda ; 
For  he  was  ever  fals  in  thoght  and  dede) ; 
And  with  this  stikke,  above  the  oroslet, 
That  was  ordeyned  with  thai  false  get, 
He  stired  the  ooles,  til  relente  gaa 
The  wez  agayn  the  fyr,  as  evexy  maa, 
Bat  it  a  fool  be,  woot  wel  it  mot  neda,  1280 
And  al  thai  in  the  stiUce  was  oat  yede, 
And  in  the  croslet  hastily  it  feL  (729) 

Now  gode  sira,  what  wol  ye  bet  than  wel? 
Whan  that  this  preest  thns  was  bigyled 

ageyn,  1184 

Supposing  noght  bat  tronthe,  soth  to  seyn. 
He  was  so  glad,  that  I  oaa  nat  expresse 
In  no  manere  his  mirths  and  his  glad- 


And  to  the  ohanonn  he  profkred  eftsone 
Body  and  good ;  *ye,'  quod  the  ohanoon 


'  Though  povre  I  be,  crafty  thoa  shalt  me 

finde ;  1:190 

I  wame  thee,  yet  is  ther  more  bihinde. 
Is  ther  any  ooper  her-inne  ? '  seyde  he. 
'Ye,'  quod  the  preest^  *sir,  I  trowe  wal 

ther  be.*  (740) 

'  Elles  go  bye  us  som,  and  that  as  swythe, 
Now,  gode   sir,  go  forth  thy  wey  and 

hythe.' 
He  wente  his  wey,  and  with  the  oq;ier 

cam,  1996 

And  this  chanoun  it  in  his  haades  nam, 
And  of  that  ooper  weyed  out  bat  an  ounce. 
Al  to  simple  is  my  tonge  to  proBounoe, 
As  ministre  of  my  wit,  the  dooUenesse 
Of  this  chanoun,  rotoof  alcuTBednssse.  i^oi 
He  semed  fireendly  to  hem  thai  kaewe 

him  noght. 
But  he  was  feendly  bothe  in  herta  and 

thoght.  (ijo) 

It  werieth  me  to  telle  of  his  folsnesse. 
And  nathelees  yet  wol  I  it  expresse,    1305 
To  th'entente  that  menmay  be  war  therby, 
And  for  noon  other  cause,  trewely. 
He  putte  his  ounce  of  coper  in  the 

croslet. 
And  on  the  fyr  as  rwythe  ha  hath  it  set, 


And  caste  in  poudxe,  and  madetha  pveest 

to  blows,  1310 

And  in  his  wsAing  for  to  stoapa  low*, 
As  he  dide  er,  and  al  nas  but  a  japa ; 
Bight  as  him  liste,  the  proost  he  made 

his  ape ;  (760J 

And  afterward  in  th'ingot  he  it  caste. 
And  in  the  panne  putte  it  ai  the  laato  1315 
Of  water,  and  in  he  putte  his  owene  hond. 
And  in  his  sieve  (as  ye  Ufom-hond 
Herde  me  telle)  he  hadde  a  silver  tcryne. 
He  slyly  took  it  out,  this  coned  1 
Unwiting  this  preest  of  his  fid 
And  in  the  pannes  botme  he  haih  it  lait ; 
And  in  the  water  rambled  te  and  fxo. 
And  wonder  prively  took  up  also        (770) 
The  ooper  teyne,  noght   knowinft    this 

preest, 
And  hidde  it,  and  him  hento  by  the  ImMst, 
And  to  hun  spcJc,  and  thus  seyda  in  his 

game,  13^ 

*  Stoupeth  adoun,  by  god,  jre  be  te  blame, 
Helpeth  me  now,  as  I  dide  yow  wfayl-«r, 
Putte  in  yoar  hand,  and  loksth  what  is 

ther.'  1329 

This  preest  took  op  this  silver  teyne  anon. 
And  thaane  s^e  the  chanwin,  *  lai  us 

gon 
With  thise  three  teynss,  which  that  we 

hanwrofl^t, 
To  som  goldsmith,  and  wite  if  they  been 

oght.  (780) 

For,  by  my  feith,  I  nolde,  for  myn  hood, 
Bat-if  that  they  wsza  silver,  i^  and 

good,  1335 

And  thai  asswythe  prevadshal  it  ba.' 
Un-to  the  goldsmith  with  thise  tsyneB 

three 
They  wenta,  and  pnttethise  tsynasin  aMay 
Tofyr and  hamer ;  mighte  no  maaaay nay, 
But  thai  they  waren  as  hem  oghte  be^ 
This  sotted  preest,  who  was  gladder 

than  he?  t34> 

Was  never  brid  gladder  agayn  the  day, 
Ne  nightingsle,  in  the  aesoon  of  MiQr,  (790} 
Kas  never  noon  that  luste  bet  to  ainge ; 
Ne  lady  lustier  in  carolinge  1345 

Or  for  to  speke  of  love  and  wommanhede, 
Ne  knight  in  armes  to  doonan  hardy  dede 
To  stonde  in  grace  of  his  lady  dare, 
Than  had  thispreest  this  sory  eaftto  lere ; 
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And  to  the  ehanonn  Una  he  spek  and 
■eyde,  1350 

'  For  love  of  god,  that  for  us  alle  deyde, 
And  as  I  may  deserve  it  un-to  yow, 
What  Bhal  this xeceitooete?  teUeth  nowr 

*  By  oar  lady,*  quod  thisohaiunm,  *  it  is 

dere,  <goi) 

I  wame  yow  wel ;  for,  save  I  and  a  frere, 
In  Engeloud  ther  can  no  man  it  make.' 
*■  No  foxs,'  qnod  he,  *  now,  sir,  for  goddes 

sake,  1157 

What  shal  I  paye  ?  telleth  me,  I  pr^ye.* 

'  Y-wis,'  qnod  he,  'it  is  Ad  dere,  I  scye ; 
Sir,  at  o  word,  if  that  thee  list  it  have, 
Ye  flihnl  paye  fonrty  pound,  so  god  me 

save !  1361 

And,  nere  the  finendship  that  ye  dide  er 

this 
To  me,  ye  sholde  paye  more,  y-wis.'    (810) 
This  preest  the  somme  of  fonrty  pound 

anon 
Of  nobles  fette,  and  took  hem  everichon 
To  this  chanonn,  for  this  ilke  receit ;  X366 
Al  bis  working  nas  bat  frande  and  deceit 

*  Sir  preest,'  he  seyde,  *  I  kepe  han  no  loos 
Of  mj  craft,  for  I  wolde  it  kept  were  cloos ; 
And  as  ye  love  me,  kepeth  it  seoree ;  1370 
For,  and  men  knewe  al  my  sabtilitee. 
By  god,  they  wolden  han  bo  greet  envye 
To  me,  l^-caose  of  my  philoeophye,  (Sao) 
I  aholde  he  deed,  ther  were  non  other 

weye.' 
'God   it   forbedet'  qaod   the  preest, 

'whatseyye?'  1375 

Yet  hadde  I  lever  spenden  al  the  good 
Which  that  Ihave  (and  elles  wexe  I  wood  I) 
Than  that  ye  sholden  &Ue  in  swioh  mes- 

cheefl' 

*  Por  your  good  wil,  sir,  have  ye  right 

goodpreef,' 
Quod  the  ohanonn,  *and  lar-wel,  grant 

mercy ! '  1380 

He  wente  his  wey  and  never  the  preest 

himiy 
After  that  day;  and  whan  that  this  preest 

sholde  (839) 

Kaken  assay,  at  swioh  tyme  as  he  wolde. 
Of  this  receit,  fax^wel !  it  wolde  nat  be  ! 
Lo,  thas  byjaped  and  bigyled  was  he !  1385 
Thos  maketh  he  his  introdnccioan 
To  brings  folk  to  hir  destraccioon. — 


Considereth,    «rs,   how   that,  in  ech 


Bitwise  men  and  gold  ther  is  debaa* 
So  ferfbrth,  that  annethes  is  ther  noon. 
This  multiplying  blent  so  many  oon,  1391 
That  in  good  feith  I  trowe  that  it  be 
The  caase  grettest  of  swich  soarsetee.  (840) 
Philosophres  speken  so  mistily 
In  this  crafb,  that  men  can  nat  oome 

therl^,  1395 

For  any  wit  that  men  han  now  a-dayes. 
They  mowe  wel  ohiteren,  as  doon  thise 

jayee, 
And  in  her  termes  sette  hir  Instand  p^yne, 
Bat  to  hir  pozpos  shol  they  never  atteyne. 
A  man  may  lightly  leme,  if  hehaveaoght, 
To   mnltiplye,  and   bringe  his  good  to 

naught!  (848)  1401 

Lo !  swich  a  lucre  is  in  this  lusty  game, 
A  mannes  mirthe  it  wol  tome  un-to  grame, 
And  empten  also  grete  and  bevy  purses, 
And  maken  folk  for  to  pnrchasen  oocpes 
Of  hem,  that  han  hir  good  therto  y-lent 
O !  fy !  for  shame  !  they  that  han  been 

brent,  1407 

Alias!  can  they  nat  flee  the  fyxes  hete ? 
Ye  that  it  use,  I  rede  ye  it  lete. 
Lest  ye  lose  al;   for  bet  than  never  is 

late.  1410 

Never  to  thryve  were  to  long  a  date. 
Though  ye  proUe  ay,  ye  shol  it  never 

finde;  (859) 

Ye  been  as  bolde  as  is  Bayard  the  blinde. 
That  blundreth  forth,  and  peril  casteth 

noon ; 
He  is  as  bold  to  rexme  agayn  a  stoon  1415 
As  for  to  goon  besydes  in  the  weye. 
60  faren  ye  that  multiplye,  I  seye. 
If  that  your  yCn  can  nat  seen  arig^ht, 
Loke  that  your  minde  lakke  nought  his 

sight.  (866) 

For,  thoagh  ye  loke  never  so  brode,  and 

stare,  1420 

Ye  shul  nat  winnea  myteonthat  chaffare, 
But  wasten  al  that  ye  may  rape  and  renne. 
Withdrawe  the  fyr,  lest  it  to  faste  brenne ; 
Hedleth  na-more  with  that  art,  I  mene, 
For,  if  ye  doon,  your  thrifb  is  goon  ful 

clene.  1495 

And  right  OB  swythe  I  wol  yow  tellen  here. 
What  philosophres  seyn  in  this  matere. 
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Lo,  thiu  Beith  Arnold  of  the  Kewe  Toon, 
As  his  Bosarie  maketh  mencionn  ; 
He  seith  light  thus,  with-onten  any  lye, 
'  Ther  may  no  man  Meronrie  mortifye,  1431 
But  it  be  with  his  brother  knowleohing. 
How  that  he,  which  that  first  seyde  this 

thing,  (880) 

Of  philosophres  fader  was,  Hermes; 
He  seith,  how  that  the  dragoon,  dontelees, 
Ke  deyeth  nat,  bnt-if  that  he  be  slayn  1436 
With  his  brother ;  and  that  is  for  to  sayn, 
By  the  dragonn,  Mercorieand  noon  other 
Ho  understood ;   and  brimstoon  by  his 

brother. 
That  ont  of  tot  and  luna  were  y-drawe. 
And  therfor,'  aeyde  he,  *  tak  heed  to  my 

sawe,  1441 

Let  no  man  bisy  him  this  art  for  to  seche, 
Bnt-if  that  he  th'entenoionn  and  speche 
Of  philosophres  nnderstonde  can  ;      (891) 
And  if  he  do,  he  is  a  lowed  man.         1445 
For  this  science  and  this  conning,'  qnod  he, 
*  Is  of  the  secree  of  secrees,  parde.' 
Also  ther  was  a  disciple  of  Plato, 
That  on  a  tjrme  seyde  his  maister  to. 
As  his  book  Senior  wol  hero  witnesse,  1450 
And  this  was  his  demande  in  soothfast- 


*  Tel  me  the  name  of  the  privy  stoon  ? ' 
And  Plato  answerde  nnto  him  anoon, 

*Tak  the  stoon  that  Tltanos  men  name.' 
*  Which  is  that  ?*  quod  he.     *  Magnesia 
is  the  same/  (902)  1455 


Seyde  Plato.    *  Ye,  sir,  and  is  it  thns  ? 

This  is  iffnotum  per  iffnothu. 

What  is  Magnesia,  good  sir,  I  yowpreye?* 

*  It  is  a  water  that  is  maad,  I  s^ye. 

Of  elementes  fonre,'  quod  Plato.  14/in 

*  Tel  me  the  rote,  good  sir,'  qnod  lie  tho. 
'Of  that  water,  if  that  it  be  your  willed' 

*  Nay,  nay,'  qnod  Plato,  *  oertein,  that 

I  nille.  (910) 

The  philosophres  sworn  were  ereriohoon. 
That    they   sholden  disoovere    it  nn-to 

noon,  1465 

Ne  in  no  book  it  wiyte  in  nomanere ; 
For  nn-to  Crist  it  is  so  leef  and  dera 
That  he  wol  nat  that  it  discovered  be, 
Bnt  wher  it  lyketh  to  Ms  deitee 
Man  for  t'enspyre,  and  eek  for  to  defends* 
Whom  that  him  lyketh ;  lo,  this  is  thi* 

ende.'  i47' 

Thanne  condnde  I  thns ;  sith  god  of 

hevene 
Ne  wol  nat  that  the  philosophres  nerenp 
How  that  a  man  shal   come  nn-to  this 

stoon,  (9i»^ 

I  redo,  as  for  tho  beste,  lete  it  goon.    1475  • 
For  who-so  maketh  god  his  adversarie. 
As  for  to  werken  any  thing  in  oontraria 
Of  his  wil,  certes,  never  shal  he  thrjrve, 
Thogh  that  he  mnltiplye  terme  of  his 

lyve. 
And  ther  a  poynt ;  for  ended  is  my  talo  ; 
God  sonde  every  trewe  man  bote  of  his 

bale ! — Amen.  (938)  14S1 


Here  ii  ended  the  Chanotme  Temaimea  Tale. 
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GROUP  H. 


THE    MANCIPLE'S   PROLOGUE. 

Here  folwcfh  the  Pr<doge  of  the  Hanneiples  Tele. 


Wm  ye  nat  wlier  ther  stent  a  litel  toan 
Wliicli  that  y-cleped  is  Bob-vp-and-doxm, 
Under  the  Blee,  in  Cannterboiy  -weye  ? 
Ther  gan  onr  hoste  for  to  jape  and  pleye, 
And  eeyde,  ^sirs,  what!  Don  ie  in  the 

myre!  5 

Is  ther  no  man,  for  preyere  ne  for  hyre, 
That  wol  awake  onr  felawe  heer  bihinde  ? 
A  theef  mighte  him  Ail  lightly  robbe  and 

binde. 
See  how  he  nappeth !  see,  for  cokkes  bones, 
As  he  wol  fitlle  ftom  his  hors  at  ones.    10 
Is  that  a  cook  of  Londonn,  with  mes- 

chftoneef 
Do  him  oome  forth,  he  knoweth  his  pen- 

annce, 
Por  he  shal  telle  a  tale,  by  my  fey  f 
Al-thongh  it  be  nat  worth  a  hotel  hey. 
Awake,  thoa  oook,'  qnod  he,  *god  3reve 

thee  sorwe,  15 

What  eyieth  thee  to  slepe  by  the  morwe  ? 
Haetow  had    fleen   al   night,   or  artow 

drenke, 
Or  haetow  with  som  qnene  al  night  y- 

Bwonke, 
So  that  thou  mayst  nat  holden  np  th^ 

heed?' 
This  oook,  that  was  fnl  pale  and  no- 
thing reed,  ao 
Seyde  to  oar  host,  *80  god  my  sonle  blesse, 
Ab  ther  is  falle  on  me  swich  hevinesse, 
Noot  I  nat  why,  that  me  were  lerer  slope 
Tban  the  beste  galonn  wyn  in  Chepe.' 
'  Wei,'  qnod  the  mannoiple,  *  if  it  may 

doonese  35 

To  thee,  sir  cook,  and  to  no  wight  displese 
Which  thai  heer  rydeth  in  this  companye, 
And  that  onr  host  wol,  of  his  cnrtei^e, 
I  wol  ae  now  excuse  thee  of  thy  tale ; 
For,  in  good  feith,  thy  yisage  is  fol  pole, 


Thyn    y&i    daswen    eek,    as   that    me 

thinketh,  ^i 

And  wel  I  woot,  thy  breeth  ftd  sonre 

stinketh, 
That  sheweth  wel  thou  art  not  wel  dis- 
posed; 
Of  me,  certein,   thou   shalt    nat   been 

y-glosed. 
Se  how  he  ganeth,  lo,  this  dronken  wight, 
As  though  he  wolde  ns  swolwe  anon-right. 
Hold  doos  thy  month,  man,  by  thy  fader 

kin!  37 

The  devel  of  helle  sette  his  foot  ther-in ! 
Thy  cursed  breeth  infeete  wol  us  alle ; 
Ty,  stinking  swyn,  fyl  foule  moot  thee 

&Ue!  40 

A  !  taketh  heed,  sirs,  of  this  lusty  man. 
Now,  swete  sir,  wol  ye  justen  atte  fan  ? 
Ther-to  me  thinketh  ye  been  wel  y-shape  t 
I  trowe  that  ye  dronken  han  w:^  ape. 
And  that  is  whan  men  pleyen  with  a 

straw.*  45 

And  with  this  speche  the  oook  wex  wrooth 

and  wraw, 
And  on  the  maunciple  he  gan  nodde  fkste 
For  lakke  of  speche,  and  doun  the  hors 

him  caste, 
Wher  as  he  U^r,  til  that  men  up  him  took  ; 
This  wasafsyrchivacheeof  acook!  50 
Alias !  he  nadde  holde  him  by  his  ladel ! 
And,  er  that  he  agayn  were  in  his  sadel, 
Ther  was  greet  showving  bothe  to  and  fro, 
To  lifte  him  up,  and  muchel  care  and  wo, 
So  unweldy  wee  this  sory  palled  gost  55 
And  to  the  maunciple  thanne  spak  our 

host, 
*  By-cause  drink  hath  dominacioun 
Upon  this  man,  by  my  savacioun 
I  trowe  he  lewedly  wolde  telle  his  tale. 
For,  were  it  wyn,  or  old  or  moysty  ale,  60 
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That  he  hath  dronke,  he  speketh  in  his 

noee, 
And  fixeeeth  faste,  and  eek  he  hath  the 

pose. 
He  hath  also  to  do  more  than  y-nong^ 
To  kepe  him  and  his  capel  ont  of  slough ; 
And,  if  he  fisklle  from  his  oapel  eft-eone,  6s 
Than  shvl  we  alle  haTe  y-nongh  to  done, 
In  lifting  np  his  heyy  dronken  oora. 
Telle  on  thy  tal^  of  him  make  I  no  ibn. 
But  yet,  mannoiple,  in  feith  then  art  to 

nyoe, 
Thus  openly  reprove  him  of  his  vyoe.    70 
Another  day  he  wol,  peraventure, 
Beclayme  thee,  and  bringe  thee  to  lore ; 
I  mene,  he  speke  wol  of  smale  thinges, 
As  for  to  pinchen  at  thy  rekeninges, 
That  wer  not  honeste,  if  it  cam  to  preef.* 
'  No,'  qnod  the  mannoiple,  '  that  were 

agreetmesoheef !  76 

So  mighte  he  lightly  bringe  me  in  the 


Yet  hadde  I  lever  payen  for  the  mare 
Which  he  rit  on,  than  he  sholde  with  me 

stryve;  79 

I  wol  nat  wratthe  him,  al-so  mote  I  thryve ! 
That  that  I  spak,  I  seyde  it  in  my  bonrde ; 
And  wite  ye  what?   I  have   heer,   in 

a  gourde, 


A  draught  of  wyn,  ye,  of  a  xype  gxape. 
And  right  anon  ye  shnl  teen  a  good  jape. 
This  oook  shaldxinkether-oi;  if  Imay ;  85 
Uppoyneof  deeih,  hewolnatseyemens^!* 

And  oerteinly,  to  tellen  as  it  was, 
Of  this  vessel  the  oook  drank  iaste,  alias ! 
What  neded  him?  he  dsank  y-nongh 

bifom. 

And  whan  he  hadde  pooped  in  this  horn. 

To  the  manmniple  he  took  the   gowde 

agayn;  91 

And  of  that  dxinka  the  oook  was  wonder 

fi^yn, 
And  thanked  him  in  swioh  wyse  as  he 
conde. 
Than  gaa  our  host  to  langhen  wonder 
londe, 
And  seyde,  *  I  see  wel,  it  is  neoessarie,  ^ 
Wher  that  we  goon,  good  drink  we  with 

ns  carle; 
For  that  wol  tnme  ranooor  and  dieeso 
Taoord  and  love,  and  many  a  wrong  apeae. 
O  thoa  Bachns,  y-Uessed  be  thy  xkame. 
That  so  canst  tornen  emest  in-to  gaine  1 
Worship  and  thank  be  to  thy  deitoe  !  101 
Of  that  matere  ye  gete  n»>more  of  me. 
Tel  on  thy  tale,  mannoiple,  I  thee  preye.' 
<Wel,  sir,'  qnod   he,  'now  hwkustii 
what  I  seye.' 


Thus  endeth  the  Pfologe  of  the  Kandple. 


THE   MAUNCIPLES   TALE. 


Here  biglnneth  the  Maondplea  Tale  of  the  Crowe. 


Whax  Phebos  dwelled  here  in  this  erthe 
adoun,  105 

As  olde  bokes  maken  menoionn, 
He  was  the  moste  lusty  bechiler 
In  al  this  world,  and  eek  the  beste  archer ; 
He  slow  Fhltoun,  the  serpent,  as  he  lay 
Slepinge  agayn  the  sonne  upon  aday ;  110 


And  many  another  noUe  worthy  dade 
He  with  hii  bowe  wroghte,  as  men  may 
rede. 
Ployen  he  ooode  on  every  minstralcye. 
And  singen,  that  it  was  a  melodya,  (10 
To  heren  of  his  olere  vois  the  soon.  i  ts 
Certes  the  king  of  Thebes,  Amphioan, 
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That  vith  kis  singiii^  walled  that  citee, 
Coude  never  smgesi  half  lo  wal  as  ha 
Therto  he  was  the  temelieste  man        119 
niat  is  or  waa,«ith  that  the  world  bigan. 
What  Bodeth  it  his  fetores  to  discryre  f 
For  in  this  world  was  noon  sofieur  on  lyve. 
He  was  thei^with  ftiMld  of  gentillesse, 
Of  honour,  and  of  parflt  worthiaeBse;  (ao) 
ThisPhebnB,  thaiwas  fionr  of  hachehye, 
As  wel  in  fredon  as  in  ohiTaliye,         136 
For  his  desport,  in  signs  eek  of  vietoiie 
Of  Fhitonn,  so  as  teUeth  as  the  storie, 
Was  wmit  to  beren  in  his  hand  a  bowe. 

Nowhad  this  Fhebnsin  his  hoosaorowe, 
Which  in  a  cage  he  fostred  many  a  day, 
And  taoghte  it  ^eken,  as  men  teehe  a  jay. 
Whyt  was  this  orowe,  as  is  a  snow-whyt 

swan,  (29) 

And  countrefete  the  speohe  of  every  man 
He  oonde,  whan  he  sholde  telle  a  tale.  135 
Tfaer-with  in  al  this  world  no  nightingale 
Ne  ooude,  by  an  hondred  thousand  deel, 
Singen  so  wonder  merily  and  weel. 

Now  had  this  Fhebos  in  his  ho«isa  wyf, 
Which,  that  he  lovede  more  than  his  lyf, 
And  night  and  day  dide  ever  his  diligence 
Hir  for  to  plese,  and  doon  hir  reverenoe, 
Save  only,  if  the  sothe  that  I  shal  sayn, 
Jakras  he  was,  and  wolde  have  kept  hir 

f»yn;  (40) 

For  hinx  were  looth  by-japed  for  to  ba  145 
And  so  is  eyecy  wight  in  swieh  degree ; 
Bnt  al  in  ydel,  for  it  availleth  nogkt. 
A  good  wyf;  that  is  olane  of  wsrk  and 

thoght, 
Sholde   nat  been  kept  in  noon  await, 

osvtayn; 
And  trewely,  the  labotir  is  in  vayn       150 
To  kepe  a  shrewe,  for  it  wol  nat  be. 
This  holda  I  for  a  Terray  nyoetee. 
To  ^nlle  labour,  for  to  kepe  wyres ; 
Thns  writen  olde  derkes  in  hir  lyvee.  (50) 
But  now  to  pupos,  as  I  first  bigan  :  155 
This  worthy  Fhebos  dooth  all  that  he  can 
To  plesen  hir,  wenxnge  by  swidh  plesaonee. 
And  for  hismanhedeand  his  goremannoe, 
That  no  man  sholde  han  put  him  from 

hir  grace. 
But  god  it  woot,  ther  may  no  man  embrace 
As  to  deetreyne  a  thing,  which  that  nature 
Qath  natorelly  set  in  a  creature.  162 


Tak  any  brid,  and  put  it  in  a  cage, 
And  do  al  thyn  ontente  and  thy  oomge  (60) 
To  fostre    it    tendrely  with    mete   and 

drinke,  165 

Of  alle  deyntees  that  thou  canst  bithinke, 
And  keep  it  ai-so  olenly  as  thou  may ; 
Al-thongh  his  cage  of  gold  be  never  so  gay, 
Yet  hath  this  brid.  by  twenty  thousand 

fold, 
Lever  in  a  forest,  that  is  rude  and  cold,  170 
GK>n  ete  wormes  and  swich  wreochednesso. 
For  ever  this  brid  wol  doon  his  bisinesse 
To  escape  oat  of  his  cage,  if  he  may ; 
His  Ubertee  this  brid  desireth  ay.  (;o) 
Lat  take  a  oat,  and  fostre  him  wel  with 

milk,  175 

And  tendre  flesh,  and  make  his  couohe 
•-     of  silk. 

And  lat  him  seen  a  mous  go  by  the  wal ; 
Anon  he  wcyveth  milk,  and  flesh,  and  al, 
And  every  deyntee  that  is  in  that  hous, 
Swich  api>e^  hath  he  to  etc  a  mous.  180 
Lo,  here  hal^  lust  his  dominaoioun. 
And  appetyt  fiemeth  disoreeioun. 

A  she-wolf  hath  also  a  vileins  kinds ; 
The  lewedeste  wolf  that  she  may  flnde,  (80) 
Or  least  of  reputaoion  wol  Ae  take,     185 
In  tyme  whan  hir  lust  to  han  a  make. 
'    Alle  thise  ensamples  speke  I  by  thise 

men 
That  been  untrewe,  and  no-thing  by  wom- 

For  men  han  ever  a  likerous  appetyt 
On  lower  thing  to  parfonme  hir  delyt  190 
Than  on  hir  wyves,  be  they  never  so  faire, 
Ne  never  so  trewe,  ne  so  debonaire. 
Flesh  is  so  newefongel,  with  meschaunce, 
That  we  ne  oonne  in  no-thing  han  pie- 

saunce  (90) 

That  0onneth  in-to  vertu  any  whyle.    195 

This  Phebus,  which  that  thoghte  upon 

no  gyle, 
Beoeyved  was,  for  al  his  jolitee ; 
For  under  him  another  hadde  she, 
Amanof  litelrepntacionn,  199 

Noght  worth  to  Fhebns  in  oomperisoun. 
The  more  harm  is ;  it  happeth  ofte  so, 
Of  which  ther  cometh  muchel  harm  and 

wo. 
And  so  bifdl,  whan  Phebus  was  absent, 
His  wyf  anon  hath  for  hir  lemman  sent ; 
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Hir  leminan?  oertes,  this  is  a  knavish 

speche !  (loi)  205 

Foryeveth  it  me,  and  that  I  yow  biaeche. 

Tlie  -wyse  Plato  seith,  as  ye  may  rede, 
The  word  mot  nede  aooorde  with  the 

dede. 
If  men  shal  telle  proprely  a  thing, 
The  word  mot  oosin  be  to  the  werking.  210 
I  am  a  boistons  man,  right  thus  eeye  I, 
Ther  nis  no  di£ference,  trewely, 
fiitwixe  a  wyf  that  is  of  heigh  degree, 
If  of  hir  body  dishonest  she  be,  (no) 

And  a  povre  wenohe,  other  than  this — 
If  it  so  be,  they  werke  bothe  amis —     216 
But  that  the  gentile,  in  estaat  above, 
She  shal  be  deped  his  lady,  as  in  love ; 
And  for  that  other  is  a  povre  ivomman. 
She  shal  be  oleped  his  wenohe,  or  his 
lemman.  sac 

And,  god  it  woot,  myn  owene  dere  brother. 
Men  leyn  that  oon  as  lowe  as  lyth  that 
other. 

Bight  BO,  bitwize  a  titlelees  tirannt 
And  an  oaUawe,  or  a  theef  ezxauAt,  (lao) 
The  same  I  seye,  ther  is  no  differenoe.  aas 
To  Alisanndre  told  was  this  sentence ; 
That,  for  the  tyrant  is  of  gretter  might. 
By  foroe  of  meynee  for  to  sleen  donn-right. 
And  brennen  hoos  and  hoom,  and  make 

al  plain, 
Lol  therfor  is  he  oleped  a  oapitain ;    2$o 
And,  for  the  ontlawe  hath  bat  smal  mey- 
nee. 
And  may  nat  doon  so  greet  an  harm  as  he, 
Ne  bringe  a  contree  to  so  greet  mescheef, 
Men  olepen  him  an  oatlawe  or  a  theef. 
Bat,  for  I  am  a  man  noght  teztael,      235 
I  wol  noght  telle  of  testes  never  a  del ; 
I  wol  go  to  my  tsle,  as  I  bigan,  (133) 

Whan  Phebas  wyf  had  sent  for  hir  lem- 


Anon  they  wroghten  al  hir  last  volage. 
The  whyte  orowe,  thai  heng  ay  in  the 

oage,  340 

Biheld  hir  werk,  and  seyde  never  a  word. 
And  whan  that  hoom  was  oome  Phebos, 

thelordf 
Iliis   crowe   sang    ^cokkow!     ookkow! 

ookkowl* 
'What,   brid?'   qood  Phebos,  'what 

songsingestow?  (140) 


Ke  were  thow  wont  so  merily  to  singe  245 
That  to  mjpa.  herte  it  was  a  r^isinge 
To  here  thy  vois?  alias !  what  song  is  this?' 
*  By  god,*  qaod  he,  *  I  singe  nat  amis; 
Phebos,'  qood  he,  '  for  al  thy  worthinesae. 
For  al  thy  beaotee  and  thygontilesso,  aso 
For  al  tfa^  song  and  al  thy  minsiralcyet 
For  al  thy  waiting,  blered  is  thyn  yfi 
With  oon  of  UteL  repotaoioon,  (149) 

Noght  worth  to  thee,  as  in  oompariKnm, 
The  moontanceof a  gnat ;  so  mote  I  thiyve ! 
Foron  thy  bed  thy  wyf  Isangh  himswyve.* 
What  wol  ye  more?  the  crowe  anon 

him  tolde,  257 

By  sadde  tokenes  and  by  wordes  bolde, 
How  that  his  wyf  had  doon  hir  lecheiye. 
Him  to  gret  shame  and  to  gret  vileinye ; 
And  tolde  him  ofle,  he  saogh  it  with  his 

yOn.  a6i 

This  Phebos  gan  aw^yward  for  to  wryen, 
Him  thooghte  his  sorwefiil  heorte  brast 

a^wo; 
His  bowe  he  bente,  and  lette  ther-inne 

aflo,  (160  > 

And  in  his  ire  his  wyf  thsnoe  hath  he 

slayn.  365 

This  is  th'effect,  ther  is  na-more  to  sayn ; 
For  sorwe  of  which  he  brak  his  min- 

straloye, 
Bothe  harpe,  and  lote,  and  giteme,  and 

saotiye; 
And  eek  he  bnk  his  arwes    and    his 

bowe. 
And  after  that,  thos  spak  he  to  the  crowe: 
'Traitoor,'  qood  he,   *with  tonge  ot 

Boorpioon,  371 

Thoo  hast  me  broght  to  my  oonftiaioiin  ! 
Alias  t  that  I  was  wroght  t  why  nere  I 

deed? 
Odere  wyf^  Ogemmeof  lostiheed,     (170) 
That  were  to  me  so  sad  and  eek  so  tr«fw«, 
Now  lystow  deed,  with  fsoe  pale  of  hewe, 
Fol  gUtoloos,  that  doaeste  I  swere,  y^wis ! 
O  rakel  hand,  to  doon  so  fimle  amis ! 
O  trooble  wit,  O  ire  reoohelees, 
That  onavysed  smytesfc  giltoloes !  a8o 

O  wantrost,  ftil  of  fiJs  sospeoioon, 
Where  was  thy  wit  and  thy  disorealoDn  ? 
O  eveiy  man,  he-war  of  mkelnesse, 
Ne  trowe  no-thing  with-oaten  strong  wit- 
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Smyt  nat  to  aone,  er  that  ye  witen  why. 
And  beeth  avysed  wel  and  sobrely       aB6 
£r  ye  doon  any  exeoooioon, 
Up-on  your  Ire,  for  snspecionn. 
AUas!  atkoiinndfoIkhaihrakelirea89 
Fully  fordoon,  andbroght  hem  in  the  mire. 
Alias !  for  eor^e  I  wol  my-Belven  alee ! ' 
And  to   the  oxowe,  *0  ialae  theef!' 

seyde  he,  (188) 

'  I  wol  thee  quyte  anon  thy  false  tale ! 
Thou  aonge  whylom  lyk  a  nig^htingale ; 
Now  shaltow,  fUse  theef,  thy  song  forgon, 
And  eek  thy  whyte  fetheres  everiohon, 
Ne  never  in  al  thy  lyf  ne  shaltou  speke. 
ThuB  shal  men  on  a  traitonr  been  awreke ; 
Thou  and  thynof-cpxing  evershulbeblake, 
Ne  never  swate  noise  shul  ye  make,     300 
But  ever  oagre  agayn  tempest  and  rayn, 
In  tpkeninge  that  thurgh  thee  my  ^wyf  is 

slayn.' 
And  to  the  czowe  he  stirte,  and  that  anon, 
And  pulled  his  whyte  fetheres  everichon, 
And  made  him  blak,  and  refbe  him  al  his 

song,  (aoi)  30s 

And  eek  hia  speche,  and  out  at  dore  him 

slong 
Un-to  the  devel,  which  I  him  bitake ; 
And  for  this  caas  ben  alle  crowes  blake. — 
Lordings,  hy  this  ensample  I  yow  preye, 
Beth  war,  and  taketh  kepe  what  I  s^e : 
Ke  telleth  never  no  num  in  your  lyf    311 
How  that  another  man  hathdight  his  wyf ; 
He  woi  yow  haten  mortally,  oerteyn. 
Daun  Salomon,  as  wyse  olerkes  s^yn,  (aio) 
Teoheth  a  man  to  k^  his  tonge  wel ;  315 
But  as  I  seyde,  I  am  noght  textuel. 
But  natheleeB,  thus  taughte  me  my  dame : 
*  My  sone,  thenk  on  the  crowe,  a  goddes 


My  sone,  keep  wel  thy  tonge  and  keep 

thyfineend. 
A  wikked  tonge  is  worse  than  a  feend.  320 
My  sone,  ficom  a  feend  men  may  hem 

blesae; 
My  sone,  god  of  his  endelees  goodnesse 
Walled  a  tonge  with  teeth  and  lippes  eke, 
For  noan  sholde  him  avyse  what  he  speke. 
My  Bone,  fdl  ofte,  for  to  muehe  speche. 


Hath  many  a  man  ben  spilt,  as  elerkes 

teche;  (aaa)  326 

But  for  a  litel  speohe  avysely 
Is  no  men  shent,  to  speke  generally. 
My  sone,  thy  tonge  ^oldestow  reetreyno 
At  alle  tyme,  but  whan  thou  doost  thy 

peyne  330 

To  speke  of  god,  in  honour  and  preyere. 
The  firste  vertu,  sone,  if  thou  wolt  leie, 
la  to  restxeyne  and  kepe  wel  thy  tonge. — 
Thus  leme  children  whan  that  they  ben 

yonga,-^  (330)  334. 

My  sone,  of  muchelspeking  yvel-avysed, 
Ther  hisse  spoking  haddey-nough  suffysed, 
Comth  muohel  harm,  thus  was  me  told 

and  taught 
In  muchel  speche  sinne  wanteth  naught. 
Wostow  wher-of  a  rakel  tonge  serveth  ? 
Bight  asa  swerd  forcutteth  and  forkerveth 
An  arm  a>two,  my  dere  sone,  right  so  341 
A  tonge  outteth  f^rendship  al  a-two. 
A  jangler  is  to  god  abhominable ;        (239) 
Beed  Salomon,  so  wys  and  honurable ; 
Beed  David  in  hiapsalmes,  reed  Senekke. 
My  sone,  spek  nat,  but  with  thyn  heed 

thou  bekke..  346 

Diasimule  as  thou  were  deef,  if  that  thou 

here 
A  jangler  speke  of  perilous  matere. 
The  Fleming  seith,  and  leme  it,  if  thee 

leste,  349 

That  litel  jangling  causeth  muohel  reste. 
Mysone,  if  thou  no  wikked  word  hast  seyd, 
Thee  tharnat  drede  for  to  be  biwreyd ; 
But  he  that  hath  misseyd,  I  dar  wel  sayn. 
He  may  by  no  wey  depe  his  word  agayn. 
Thing  that  is  seyd,  is  seyd ;  and  forth  it 

gootJi,  (251)  355 

l^ough  him  repente,  or  be  him  leef  or 

looth. 
He  is  his  thral  to  whom  that  he  hath  sayd 
A  tale,  of  which  he  is  now  yvel  apayd. 
My  sone,  be  war,  and  be  non  auctour  newo 
Of  tydinges,  whether  they  hen  &Ise  or 

trewe.  360 

Wher>Bo  thou  come,  amonges  hye  or  lowe, 
Kepe  wel  thy  tonge,  and  thenk  up-on.tho 

crowe.* 


Here  Is  ended  the  Maunciples  Tale  of  the  Crowe. 
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GROUP  L 

THE   PARSON'S   PROLOGUE: 

Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Penones  Tale. 


Bt  that  the  matmoiple  hadde  his  tale  al 

anded, 
The  flonnd  fto  the  soath  lyne  ynm  d^ 

■oended 
So  lows,  that  he  nas  nat,  to  my  sighte, 
Degree  nyne  and  twenty  as  in  highte.  4 
Fonre  of  the  olokke  it  was  tho,  as  I  geese : 
For  eleTen  foot,  or  litri  more  or  lesse, 
Hy  shadwe  was  at  thilke  tyme,  as  there. 
Of  Bwich  foet  as  xny  lengthe  puted  were 
In  six  feet  e<iiial  of  proporcionn. 
Ther-with  the  mones  ezaltaoionn,  10 

I  meae  Libra,  alwey  gan  asoende, 
As  we  were  entringe  at  a  thropes  ende ; 
For  which  oar  host,  as  he  was  wont  to  gye, 
As  in  this  caas,  our  joly  oompanySf 
S^de  in  this  wyse,  *  lordings  ereriohoon, 
Now  lafcketh  US  no  tales  mo  than  oon.  z6 
Folflld  is  my  sentence  and  my  decree ; 
I  trowe  that  we  han  herd  of  eoh  degrees 
Almost  ftilfild  is  al  myn  ordinaimoe ; 
I  prey  to  god,  so  yeve  him  right  good 

channce,  ao 

That  telleth  this  tale  to  ns  lustily. 
Sir  preest,'  qnod  he,  *  artow  a  Yieary  ? 
Or  art  a  person  ?  sey  sooth,  liy  thy  f^ ! 
Be  what  thou  be,  ne  breke  then  nat  onr 

pley; 
For  every  man,  save  thou,  hath  told  his 

tale,  35 

Unbokel,  andshewenswhat  isinthymale ; 
For  trewely,  me  thinketh,  hy  thy  ohere. 
Thou  sholdest  knitte  up  wel  a  greet  matere. 
Tel  ns  a  tale  anon,  for  ookkes  bones !' 

lliis  Persone  him  answerde,  al  at  ones, 
*Thoa  getest  &ble  noon  y<4dkl  for  me ;  31 
For  Paul,  that  wrsrteth  nnto  Timoihee, 
Bepreveth  hem  that  weyven  sooth&st- 

nesse, 
And  tellen  £ftbles  and  swioh  wreoohed- 

nesse.  34 

Why  sholde  I  sowen  draf  out  of  my  fest, 
Whan  I  may  sowen  whete,  if  that  me  lest  ? 


For  which  I  seye,  if  that  yow  list  to  hero 
Moralitee  and  vertaoas  matere. 
And  thanne  that  ye  wol  yeve  me  andienoe, 
I  wol  ftil  flB^m,  at  Cristes  reverence,      40 
I>o  yow  plesannoe  leeffnl,  as  I  can. 
Bat  tnisteth  wel,  I  am  a  Southren  man, 
I  can  nat  geste — ^ram,  ram,  mf— by  lettre, 
Ne,  god  wot,  xym  holde  I  bat  litel  bettre ; 
And  therfor,  if  yow  list,  I  wol  nat  gkse. 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  mezy  tale  in  proae      46 
To  knitte  ap  al  this  foeste,  and  make  an 

ende. 
And  Jeso,  for  his  grace,  wit  me  sende 
To  shewe  yow  the  wey,  in  this  viage. 
Of  thiBce  parflt  glorions  pilgrimage       5> 
That  highte  Jeroaslem  celestiaL 
And,  if  ye  vooche^aaf,  anon  I  shal 
Biginne  upon  my  tale,  for  whiche  I  preyB 
Telle  your  avys,  I  can  no  bettre  snye. 
But  nathelees,  this  meditaeionn  55 

I  putte  it  ay  under  oorreocionn 
Of  derkes,  for  I  am  nat  teztUAl; 
I  take  bnt  the  sentens,  trustetti  weL 
Therfor  I  make  protestadoon 
That  I  wol  stonde  to  ooneoeioon.*  60 

Up-on  this  word  we  han  assented  aone, 
For,  as  us  semed,  it  was  for  to  dona. 
To  enden  in  som  vertnous  sentence. 
And  for  to  yeve  him  space  and  audience : 
And  bede  our  host  he  sholde  to   him 
seye,  65 

That  alle  we  to  telle  his  tale  him  pireyeL 

Our  host  hadde  the  wordes  for  us  aDe  >- 
*8ir  preest,'  quod  he,  *now  £qrra  yom 

bifalle! 
Sey  what  yow  list,  and  we  wot  gladly 

here' — 
And  with  that  word  he  seyde  in  this 
manere —  yo 

t  Tellath,*  quod  he,  *  youx  meditacdoon. 
But  hasteth  yow,  the  sonne  wol  adoon ; 
Beth  fruotnous,  and  that  in  litel  space. 
And  to  do  wel  god  aende  yow  his  grace '.' 


Eacplicit  prohemiam. 
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THE   PERSONES   TALE. 


Here  blgininHi  the  Penones  Tale. 


Jer.  &>.  State  tuper  viaa  et  videte  et  inter- 
rogate de  ffiia  antiquia^  que  aU  via  bona; 
et  ambulate  in  ea,  et  inuenietia  rtfrigerium 
animahua  veatrii,  <te. 

§  1.  Our  Bwete  loird  god  of  hevene,  that 
no  nuox  wol  peziBse,  bat  wole  that  "we 
oomen  alle  to  the  knoweleohe  of  him, 

jfi  and  to  the bliaftillyf  that  is  perdurable,  / 
amonefiteth  ns  by  the  prophete  Jeremie, 
that  eeith  in  this  -wyse :  /  *  stondeth  upon 
the  w^es,  and  seeth  and  azeth  of  olde 
pathea  (that  is  to  seyn,  of  olde  sentences) 
which  is  the  goode  wey ;  /  and  walketh 
in  that  way,  and  ye  shul  flnde  re&essh- 
inge  for  your  soules,'  &c.  /  Manye  been 
the  weyes  e^pirituels  that  leden  folk  to 
oure  Lord  Jesu  Crist,  and  to  the  regne  of 
gloria.  /  Of  whiohe  weyes,  ther  is  a  ful 
noble  wey  and  a  fvH  oovenable,  which 
may  xiat  faile  to  man  ne  to  wi»nman, 
that  thurgh  sinae  hath  nuuqgoon  fzo  the 

80  righto  wey  of  Jerusalem  celestial;  /  and 
this  wey  is  deped  PenitenoOi  of  which 
man  sholde  gladly  herknen  and  enquere 
with  al  his  herte;/  to  witen  what  Is 
Penitenoe,  and  whennes  it  is  oleped  Peni- 
tence, and  in  how  manye  maneres  been 
the  aocions  or  werkinges  of  Penitence,  / 
and  bow  manye  qpyces  ther  been  of  Peni- 
tence, and  whiohe  thinges  apertenen  and 
bihoven  to  Penitence,  and  whiche  thinges 
destourben  Penitence.  / 

§  2.  Semt  Ambrose  seith,  that  '  Peni- 
tence is  the  pleyninge  of  man  for  the 
gilt  that  he  hath  doon,  and  n»4nQre  to 
do  any  thing  f<lr  which  him  oghte  to 
( 10)  pleyne.'  /  And  som  dootonr  seith :  *  Peni- 
tence is  the  waymentinge  of  man,  that 
sorWeth  for  his  sinne  and  pyneth  him- 

85  self  for  he  hath  misdoon.'  /  Penitence, 
witli  oerteyne  oireumstanees,  is  reiray 
repentance  of  a  man  that  halt  himrself 

Z 


in  sorwe  and  other  peyne  for  hise  giltes.  / 
And  for  he  shal  be  verray  penitent,  he 
shal  fixft  biwailen  the  sinnes  that  he 
hath  doon,  and  stideftMtly  pnrposen  in 
his  herte  to  haye  shrift  of  monthe,  and 
to  doon  satigfiftcoionn,  /  and  nerer  to  doon 
thing  for  which  him  oghte  more  tobiwayle 
or  to  complpyne,  and  to  continue  in  goode 
werkes :  or  eUes  his  repentance  may  nat 
ayaiUe.  /  ^r  as  seith  seint  Isidre :  *  he  is 
a  japer  and  a  gabber,  and  no  Tenray  repen- 
tant, that  eAiSoone  dooth  thing,  fi>r  which 
him  oghte  repente.*/  Wepinge,andnatfor 
to  stinte  to  doon  sinne,  may  nat  ayaylle.  /  9^ 
But  natheleee,  men  shal  hope  that  erery 
tyme  that  man  fiUleth,  be  it  neyer  so 
ofbe,  that  he  may  arise  thurgh  Penitence, 
if  he  have  grace :  but  certeinly  it  is  greet 
doute.  /  For  as  seith  Seint  Gregorie :  *  un- 
nethe  avyseth  he  out  of  sinne,  that  is 
charged  with  the  charge  cf  yvel  usage.*  / 
And  therfore  repentant  folk,  that  stinte 
for  to  sinne,  and  forlete  sinne  er  that 
sinne  forlete  hem,  holy  chirche  holdeth 
hem  siker  of  hir  saTaoioun.  /  And  he 
that  ^nneth,  and  yerraily  repenteth  him 
in  his  laste  ende,  holy  chirche  yet  hopeth 
his  sayadonn,  by  the  grete  meroy  of  oure 
lord  Jesu  Grist,  for  his  repentaunce ;  bat 
tak  the  siker  wey.  /  {») 

§  8.  And  now,  sith  I  have  declared 
yow  what  thing  is  Penitence,  now  shul 
ye  understonde  that  ther  been  three 
aocions  of  Penitence.  /  The  firste  accion  95 
of  Penitence  is,  that  a  man  be  baptised 
after  that  he  hath  sinned.  /  Seint  Au- 
gustin  seith :  *  but  he  be  penitent  for  his 
olde  sinftil  lyf,  he  may  nat  biginne  the 
newe  dene  Itf.'/  For  certes,  if  he  be 
baptind  withouten  penitence  of  his  olde 
gilt,  he  reodveth  the  mark  of  baptisme, 
but  nat  the  grace  ne  the  remission  of  his 
sinnes,  til  he  have  repentance  yerray.  / 
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Another  defante  is  this,  that  men  doon 
deedly  smne  after  that  they  han  reoeived 
haptisme.  /  The  thridde  de&ute  is,  that 
men  fallen  in  venial  sinnes  after  hir 
100  baptiame,  tro  daj  to  day.  /  TheiM>f  seith 
Seint  Angostinf  that  *  penitence  of  goode 
and  hnmble  folk  is  the  penitenoe  of  eyeiy 
day.'/ 

-  §4.  The  0pyoe0  of  Penitence  been  three. 
That  oon  of  hem  is  solempne,  another  is 
oommanOf  and  the  thridde  is  pxivee./ 
Thilke  penance  that  is  solempne,  is  in 
two  maneres ;  as  to  be  put  oat  of  holy 
chirohe  in  lente,  for  slanghtre  of  children, 
and  swioh  maner  thing.  /  Another  is, 
whan  a  man  hath  sinned  openly,  of  which 
ainne  the  fiune  is  openly  spoken  in  the 
oontree;  and  thanne  holy  ohixche  by 
jngement  destreineth  him  for  to  do  open 
(Jo)  penannce.  /  Commnne  penannoe  is  that 
preestes  enjoinen  men  oomnnly  in  certeyn 
caas ;  as  for  to  goon,  peraventnre,  naked 
105  in  pilgrimages,  or  bare-foot.  /  Privee 
penannoe  is  thilke  that  men  doon  alday 
for  privee  sinnes,  of  whiohe  we  shryve  ns 
prively  and  reoeyve  priyee  penannoe.  / 

§  6.  Now  shaltow  nnderstande  what  is 
bihovely  and  neoessarie  to  yerray  parfit 
Penitence.  And  this  stant  on  three 
ih^gie^if  Contrioioon  of  herte,  Con- 
fessionn  of  Month,  and  Satisfiftooionn.  / 
For  which  seith  Seint  John  Crisostom: 
*■  Penitenoe  destreyneth  a  man  to  accepte 
benignely  eyery  peyne  that  him  is  en- 
joyned,  with  oontrioion  of  herte,  and 
shrifb  of  month,  with  satis£Msoion ;  and 
in  werkinge  of  alle  maner  hnmilitee.*  / 
And  this  is  firnitlnl  Penitenoe  agayn 
three  thinges  in  whiohe  wa  wratthe  onre 
no  lord  Jesn  Crist :  /  this  is  to  seyn,  by  delyt 
in  thinkinge,  hy  reoohelesnesse  in  spek- 
inge,  and  by  wikked  sinfU  werkinge.  / 
And  agayns  thise  wikkede  giltes  is  Peni- 
tence, that  may  be  lykned  nn-to  a  tree.  / 
§  6.  The  rote  of  this  tree  is  Contrioion, 
that  hydeth  him  in  the  herte  of  him  that 
is  verray  repentant,  right  as  the  rote  of 
a  tree  hydeth  himin  theerthe.  /  Of  the 
rote  of  Contrioion  springeth  a  stalke, 
that  bereth  brannches  and  leyes  of  Con- 
(40)  fession,  and  ftnit  of  SatisfaooJon.  /    For 


which  Crist  seith  in  his  gospel:  *dooth 
digne  fruit  of  Penit^ce';  for  "by  this 
fruit  may  men  knowe  this  tree,  and  nat 
by  the  rote  that  is  hid  in  the  herte  of 
man,  ne  by  the  brannches  ne  'by  tlie 
leves  of  Confession./  And  therefore  115 
onre  Iiord  Jesn  Crist  seith  thus :  *  by  the 
fVnit  of  hem  ye  shnl  knowen  hein.7  Of 
this  rote  eek  springeth  a  seed  of  grace, 
the  which  seed  is  moder  of  sLkemesse, 
and  this  seed  is  egre  and  hoot./  The 
grace  of  this  seed  springeth  of  god, 
thnrgh  remembrance  of  the  day  of  dome 
and  on  the  pesnies  of  helle./  Of  this 
matere  seith  Salomon,  that  *  in  the  drede 
of  god  man  forleteth  his  sinne.'  /  The 
hete  of  this  seed  is  the  love  of  god,  and 
the  desiring  of  the  joye  perdurable.  /  iso 
This  hete  draweth  the  herte  of  a  man  to 
god,  and  dooth  him  haten  his  msme./ 
For  soothly,  ther  is  no-thing  that  sayour- 
eth  so  wel  to  a  child  as  the  milk  of  his 
norioe,  ne  no-thing  is  to  him  more  ahbo- 
minable  than  thilke  milk  whan  it  is 
medled  with  other  mete.  /  Bight  so  the 
sinfdl  man  that  loveth  his  sinne,  him 
semeth  that  it  is  to  him  most  swete  of 
any-thing;/  bat  f^  that  tyme  that 
he  loveth  sadly  onr  lord  Jesa  Crist,  and 
desireth  the  lif  perdurable,  ther  nis  to 
him  no-thing  more  abhominabla  /  For  '5- 
soothly,  the  lawe  of  god  is  the  love  of 
god ;  for  which  David  the  prophete  seith  : 
*  I  have  loved  thy  lawe  and  hated  wikked- 
nesse  and  hate';  he  that  loveth  god 
kepeth  his  lawe  and  his  word.  /  This  i-*^ 
tree  saogh  the  prophete  Daniel  in  spirit, 
np-on  the  avision  of  the  king  Kabogo- 
donosor,  whan  he  oonseiled  him  to  do 
penitence.  /  Penannoe  is  the  tree  of  lyf 
to  hem  that  it  reoeiven,  and  he  that 
holdeth  him  in  vem^  penitenoe  is 
blessed ;  after  the  sentence  of  Salomon.  / 
§  7.  In  this  Penitenoe  or  Contrioion 
man  shal  nnderstonde  foove  thinges, 
that  is  to  seyn,  what  is  Contrioion :  and 
whiohe  been  the  causes  that  moeven  a 
man  to  Contrioion :  and  how  he  aholde 
beoontrit:  and  what  Oontricion  availleUi 
to  the  soole.  /  Thanne  is  it  thus :  that 
Contrioion  is  the  verray  sorwe  that  a 
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man  receiveth  in  his  herte  for  his  sinnes, 
witli  sad  purpos  to  ahryve  Mm,  and  to 
dopenannce,  and  nevermore  to  do  sinne./ 
And  this  sorwe  shal  been  in  this  manere, 
OS  seitli  seint  Bernard:  *it  ahal  been 
bevy  and  grevona,  and  Ail  sbarpe  and 

130  poinant  in  herte.'  /  First,  for  man  hath 
a^t  his  lord  aixd  his  creatonr ;  and  more 
sharpe  and  poinant,  for  he  hath  agilt  his 
fader  celestial;/  and  yet  more  sbarpe 
and  poinant,  for  he  hath  wrathed  and 
ag^ilt  him  that  bogbte  him ;  which  with 
his  precious  blood  hath  delivered  ns  fro 
the  bondes  of  sinne,  and  fro  the  omel- 
tee  of  the  devel  and  fro  the  peynes  of 
heUe./ 

§  8.  The  causes  that  oghte  moeve  a 
man  to  Contricion  been  six.  First,  a 
man  shal  remembre  him  of  hise  sinnes ;  / 
but  loke  he  that  thilke  remembrance  ne 
he  to  him  no  delyt  by  no  wey,  but  greet 
shame  and  sorwe  for  his  gUt.  For  Job 
seith :  *  sinfnl  men  doon  werkes  worthy 
(60)  of  Confession/  /  And  therfore  seith 
Esechie :  *  I  wol  remembre  me  olle  the 
yeres  of  my  lyf,  in  bittemetse  of  myn 

135  herte.*/  And  god  seith  in  the  Apocalips : 
'  remembreth  yow  fro  whennes  that  ye 
been  falle  * ;  for  bifom  that  tyme  that  ye 
sinned,  ye  were  the  children  of  god,  and 
limes  of  the  regne  of  god ;  /  bat  for  yonr 
sinne  ye  been  woxen  thral  and  foal,  and 
membres  of  the  feend,  hate  of  aangels, 
sclaandre  of  holy  chirohe,  and  fode  of 
the  fiilse  serpent;  peri)etael  matere  of 
the  f^r  of  belle.  /  And  yet  more  foal 
and  abhominable,  for  ye  trespassen  so 
ofte  tyme,  as  doth  the  hound  that  re- 
toometh  to  eten  his  spewing.  /  And 
yet  be  ye  fooler  for  yonr  longe  con- 
tinuing in  sinne  and  your  sinfnl  nsage, 
for  which  ye  be  roten  in  your  sinne, 
as  a  beest  in  his  dong.  /  Swiche  manere 
of  thoghtes  maken  a  man  to  have  shame 
of  his  sinne,  and  no  delyt,  as  god  seith 

140  by  the  prophete  Ezeohiel:/  *ye  shal 
remembre  yow  of  youre  w^yes,  and  they 
shuln  displese  yow.*  Sothly,  sinnes  been 
the  weyes  that  leden  folk  to  heUe.  / 

§  9.  The  seoonde  cause  that  oghte  make 
a  man  to  have  desdeyn  of  sinne  is  this : 


that,  as  seith  seint  Peter,  'who-ao  that 
doth  sinne  is  thral  of  sinne  * ;  and  sinne 
put  a  man  in  greet  thraldom./  And 
therfore  seith  the  prophete  Esechiel : 
*  I  wente  sorwefW  in  desdayn  of  my-sel£* 
And  certes,  wel  oghte  a  man  have  des- 
dayn of  sinne,  and  withdrawe  him  f^m 
that  thraldom  and  vileinye.  /  And  lo,  what 
seith  Seneca  in  this  matere.  He  seith 
thus:  'though  I  wiste  that  neither  god 
ne  man  ne  sholde  nevere  knowe  it,  yet 
wolde  I  have  desdayn  for  to  do  sinne.'  /  (70) 
And  the  same  Seneca  also  seith :  *  I  am 
bom  to  gretter  thinges  than  to  be  thral 
to  my  body,  or  than  for  to  maken  of  my 
body  a  thraL*  /  Ne  a  fouler  thral  may  i45 
no  man  ne  womman  maken  of  his  body, 
than  for  to  yeven  his  body  to  sinne.  / 
Al  were  it  the  fouleste  oherl,  or  the  fool- 
este  womman  that  liveth,  and  leest  of 
value,  3ret  is  he  thanne  more  foule  and 
more  in  servitute.  /  Evere  fro  the  hyer 
degree  that  man  falleth,  the  more  is  he 
thral,  and  more  to  god  and  to  the  world 
vile  and  abhominable./  O  gode  god, 
wel  oghte  man  have  desdayn  of  sinne ;  sith 
that,  thnrgh  sinne,  ther  he  was  treey  now 
is  he  maked  bonde.  /  And  therfore  seyth 
Seint  Augustin :  ^if  thou  hast  desdayn 
of  thy  servant,  if  he  agilte  or  sinne, 
have  thou  thanne  desdayn  that  thou 
thy-selfsholdest  do  sinne.'/  Take  reward  150 
of  thy  value,  that  thou  ne  be  to  foul  to 
thy-self .  /  Alias !  wel  oghten  they  thanne 
have  desdayn  to  been  servaunts  and 
thralles  to  sinne,  and  sore  been  ashamed 
of  hem-self,  /  that  god  of  his  endelees 
goodnesse  hath  set  hem  in  heigh  estaat, 
or  yeven  hem  wit,  strengthe  of  body,  hele, 
beautee,  prosperitee,  /  and  boghte  hem 
fro  the  deeth  with  his  herte  blood,  that 
they  so  unkindely,  agayns  his  gentilesse, 
quyten  him  so  vileinsly,  to  slaughtre  of 
hir  owene  scales.  /  O  gode  god,  ye  (80) 
wommen  that  been  of  so  greet  beantee, 
remembreth  yow  of  the  proverbo  of 
Salomon,  that  seith :  /  *  he  lykneth  a  155 
fair  womman,  that  is  a  fool  of  hir  body, 
lyk  to  a  ring  of  gold  that  were  in  the 
grroyn  of  a  sowe.'  /  For  right  as  a  sow© 
wroteth  in  everich  ordore,  so  wroteth 
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she  hir  beantee  in  the  Btinkinge  ordure 
of  Buixie.  / 

§  10.  The  thridde-  cause  that  oghte 
xnoeve  a  man  to  Contrioion,  is  drede  of 
the  day  of  dome,  and  of  the  horrible 
peynes  of  helle.  /  For  as  seint  Jerome 
seith :  *  at  eveiy  tyme  that  me  remem- 
breth  of  the  day  of  dome,  I  qnake ;  /  for 
whan  I  cte  or  drinke,  or  what-so  that 
I  do,  evere  semeth  me  that  the  trompe 

>6o  sowneth  in  myn  ere :  /  riseth  up,  ye  that 
been  dede,  and  cometh  to  the  jugement.  Y 
0  gode  god,  mnchel  oghte  a  man  to  drede 
swich  a  jngement,  *  ther-as  we  shnllen 
been  alle,*  as  seint  Poul  seith, '  bifom  the 
sete  of  onre  lord  Jesn  Crist ';  /  wher-as 
he  shal  make  a  general  congregacion, 
wher-as  no  man  may  been  absent.  /  For 
certes,  there  availleth  noon  essoyne  ne 
(90)  excnsacion.  /  And  nat  only  that  onre 
defantes  shnllen  be  jnged,  but  eek  that 

]  65  alle  oure  werkes  shnllen  openly  be  knowe.  / 
And  as  seith  Seint  Bernard :  *  ther  ne 
shal  no  pledinge  avaiUe,  ne  no  sleighte ; 
we  shnllen  yeven  rekeninge  of  eyerich 
ydel  word.'/  Ther  shal  we  han  a  jnge 
that  may  nat  been  deceiyed  ne  oormptw 
And  why?  For,  certes,  alle  our  thoghtes 
been  discoyered  as  to  him ;  ne  for  pr^ere 
ne  for  mede  he  shal  nat  been  corrapt.  / 
And  therfore  seith  Salomon :  ^  the  wratthe 
of  god  ne  wol  nat  spare  no  wight,  for 
preyere  ne  for  yiite';  and  therfore,  at 
the  day  of  doom,  ther  nis  noon  hope  to 
escape.  /  Wherfore,  as  seith  Seint 
Anselmi  'fnl  greet  angwissh  shal  the 
sinfnl  folk  haye  at  that  tyme;/  ther 
shal  the  steme  and  wrothe  jnge  aitte 
above,  and  nnder  him  the  horrible  pnt 
of  helle  open  to  destroyen  him  that  moot 
biknowen  hise  sinnes,  whiohe  sinnes 
openly  been  shewed  bifom  god  and  bi- 

170  fom  eveiy  creature.  /  And  on  the  left 
syde,  mo  develes  than  herte  may  bithinke, 
for  to  harie  and  drawe  the  sinful  soules 
to  the  pyne  of  helle.  /  And  with-inne 
the  hertes  of  folk  shiid  be  the  bytinge 
oonscience,  and  with-oute-forth  shal  be 
the  world  al  brenninge.  /  Whider  shal 
thanne  the  wreoched  siiifxil  man  flee  to 
hyden  him  ?    Certes,  he  may  nat  hyden 


him ;  he  moste  come  forth  and  ahewen 
him.'/  For  certes,  as  seith  seint  Jercmie: 
*  the  erthe  shal  oasten  him  out  of  him, 
and  the  see  also ;  and  the  eyr  also,  that 
shal  be  All  of  thonder-dappes  and  lig:ht- 
ninges.'/  Now  sothly,  who-eo  wel  r9>{iuD) 
membreth  him  of  thise  thinges,  I  gesse 
that  his  sinne  shal  nat  tome  him  in-to 
delyt,  but  to  greet  sorwe,  for  drede  of  the 
peyne  of  helle.  /  And  therfore  seith  Job  175 
to  god :  *  suffire,  lord,  that  I  mi^  a  whyle 
biwaille  and  wepe,  er  I  go  with-oute 
returning  to  the  derke  lond,  covered  with 
the  derknesse  of  deeth  ;  /  to  the  lond  of 
misese  and  of  derknesse,  where-as  is  the 
shadwe  of  deeth ;  where-as  ther  is  noon 
ordre  or  ordinanoe,  but  grisly  drede  that 
evere  shal  laste.'  /  Lo,  here  may  ye  seen 
that  Job  preyde  respy t  a  whyle,  to  biwepe 
and  waille  his  trespas;  for  soothly  oon 
day  of  respyt  is  bettre  than  al  the  tresor 
of  the  world.  /  And  for-a»>muche  as 
a  man  may  aoquiten  him<«elf  bifom  god 
by  penitence  in  this  world,  and  nat  l^ 
tresor,  therfore  sholde  he  preye  to  god 
to  yeve  him  respyt  a  whyle,  to  biwepe 
and  biwaillen  his  trespas.  /  For  oertes, 
al  the  sorwe  that  a  man  mighte  make 
fro  the  beginning  of  the  world,  nis  but 
a  litel  thing  at  regard  of  the  sorwe  of 
helle.  /  The  cause  why  that  Job  clepeih  180 
helle  'the  lond  of  derknesse ^/  under^ 
stondeth  that  he  depeth  it  *londe'  or 
erthe,  for  it  is  stable,  and  nevare  shal 
faille;  *  derk,' for  he  that  is  in  heUe  hath 
defaute  of  light  material  /  For  certes, 
the  derke  light,  that  shal  come  out  of  the 
fyr  that  evere  shal  brenne,  shal  tome 
him  al  to  peyne  that  is  in  helle ;  for  it 
sheweth  him  to  the  horrible  develes  that 
him  tormenten./  *  Covered  with  the 
derknesse  of  deetii ' :  that  is  to  segm,  that 
he  that  is  in  helle  shal  have  d^ute  of 
the  sighte  of  god ;  for  certes,  the  sighte 
of  god  is  the  lyf  perdurable.  /  '  The  (n*^ 
derknesse  of  deeth '  been  the  sinnes  that 
the  wrecohed  man  hath  doon,  whiche 
that  destourben  him  to  see  the  £soe  of 
god ;  right  as  doth  a  derk  okmde  bitwixe 
us  and  the  Sonne.  /  '  Lond  of  misese ':  /  *% 
by-cause  that  ther  been  three  maneres 
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of  defantofl,  agayn  three  thinges  that  folk 
of  this  world  han  in  this  preBent  lyf, 
that  is  to  seyn,  honours,  delyoeSi  and 
richeases.  /    Agayns  honour,  have  they 
in  helle  shame  and  confnsion.  /    Forwel 
ye  voot  that  men  clepen  'honour'  the 
reverence  that  man  doth  to  man ;  but  in 
helle  is  noon  honour  ne  reverence.    For 
certes,  na-more  reverence  shal  be  doon 
there  to  a  king  than  to  a  knave.  /    For 
which  god  seith  by  the  prophete  Jeremye : 
*  thilke  folk  that  me  despyaen  shul  been 
in  despyt.'/    'Honour'    is    eek    deped 
grreet  lordahipe ;  ther  shal  no  man  serven 
other  but  of  harm  and  torment.  '  Honour ' 
is  eek  deped  greet  dignitee  and  heigh- 
nesse;  but  in  helle  shul  they  been  al 
190  fortroden  of  develes.  /    And  god  seith : 
^the  horrible  develes  ahulle  goon  and 
comen  up-on  the  hevedes  €/£  the  dampned 
folk.'    And  this  is  for4s-muohe  as,  the 
hyer  that  they  were  in  this  present  lyf, 
the  more  shulle  they  been  abated  and 
defouled  in  helle.  /    Agayns  the  richesses 
of  this  world,  shul  they  han  misese  of 
poverte;  and  this  poverte  shal  been  in 
foure  thinges:/  in  defaute  of  tresor,  of 
which  that  David  seith ;  '  the  riohe  folk, 
that  embraoeden  and  oneden  al  hir  herte 
to  tresor  of  this  world,  shul  slepe  in  the 
slepinge  of  deeth ;  and  no-thing  ne  shul 
they  finden   in   hir   handes  of  al  hir 
tresor.'  /    And  znore^ver,  the  TniseiB<^  of 
helle  shal  been  in  defiante  of  mete  and 
(i3o)  drinka  /    For  god  seith  thus  by  Hoyses ; 
'  they  shul  been  wasted  with  hunger,  and 
the  briddes  of  helle  shul  devouren  hem 
with  bitter  deeth,  and  the  galle  of  the 
dragon  shal  been  hir  drinke,  and  the 
195  venim  of  the  dragon  hir  morsels.'  /    And 
forther-over,  hir  miseise   shal  been   in 
de&ute  of  clothing:  for  they  shulle  be 
naked  in  body  as  of  clothing,  save  the  fyx 
in  which  they  brenne  and  othere  lilthes ;  / 
and  naked  shul  they  been  of  soule,  of  alle 
manere  vertues,  which  that  is  the  cloth- 
ing of  the  soule.  Where  been  thanne  the 
gaye  robes  and  the  sofbe  shetes  and  the 
smale  shertes  ?  /    Lo,  what  seith  god  of 
hem  by  the  prophete  Isaye :  '  that  under 
hem  shul  been  strawed  motthes,  and  hir 


covertures  shulle  been  of  wormes  of 
helle.'  /  And  forther-over,  hir  miseise 
shal  been  in  defaute  of  freendes ;  for  he 
nis  nat  povre  that  hath  goode  freendes, 
but  there  is  no  freend ;  /  for  neither  god 
ne  no  creature  shal  been  &eend  to  hem, 
and  everioh  of  hem  shal  haten  other 
with  deedly  hate.  /  '  The  sones  and  the  200 
doghtren  shnllen  rebellen  agayns  fader 
and  mooder,  and  kinrede  agayns  kinrede, 
and  ohyden  and  despysen  everich  of  hem 
other,'  bothe  day  and  night,  as  god  seith 
by  the  prophete  Michias.  /  And  the 
lovinge  children,  that  whylom  loveden 
so  fleshly  everich  other,  wolden  everich 
of  hem  eten  other  if  they  mighte.  /  For 
how  sholden  they  love  hem  togidre  in  the 
peyne  of  helle,  whan  they  hated  ech  of 
hem  other  in  the  prosperitee  of  this  lyf  ?  / 
For  trusts  wel,  hir  fleshly  love  was  deedly 
hate ;  as  seith  the  prophete  David :  *  who- 
so that  loveth  wikkednease  he  hateth  his 
soule.*  /  And  who-so  hateth  his  owene  (150) 
soule,  oertes,  he  may  love  noon  other 
wight  in  no  manere.  /  And  therefore,  205 
in  helle  is  no  solas  ne  no  firendshipe,  but 
evere  the  more  fleshly  kinredes  that  been 
in  helle,  the  more  cursinges,  the  more 
chydinges,  and  the  more  deedly  hate  ther 
is  among  hem.  /  And  forther-over,  they 
shul  have  defaute  of  alle  manere  delyces ; 
for  oertes,  delyces  been  afber  the  appe- 
tytes  of  the  fyve  wittes,  as  sighte,  heringe, 
smellinge,  savoringe,  and  touchinge.  / 
But  in  helle  hir  sights  shal  be  fbl  of 
derknesse  and  of  smoke,  and  therfore  ful 
of  teres ;  and  hir  heringe,  ful  of  way- 
mentinge  and  of  grintinge  of  teeth,  as 
seith  Jesu  Crist ;  /  hir  nosethirles  shullen 
be  All  of  stinkinge  stink.  And  as  seith 
Isaye  the  prophete:  *hir  savoring  shal 
be  ftd  of  bitter  galle.'  /  And  touchinge 
of  al  hir  body,  y-covered  with  '  fyr  that 
nevere  shal  quenche,  and  with  wormes 
that  nevere  shul  dyen,'  as  god  seith  by 
the  mouth  of  la&ye.  /  And  for-as-muohe  a  10 
as  th^  shul  nat  wene  that  they  may 
dyen  for  peyne,  and  by  hir  deeth  flee 
fro  peyne,  that  may  they  understonden 
by  the  word  of  Job,  that  seith  :  '  ther-as 
is  the  shadwo    of   deeth.'  /     Certes,  a 
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shadwe  hath  the  lyknesse  of  the  thing 
of  which  it  is  shadwe,  but  shadwe  is  nat 
the  same  thing  of  which  it  is  shadwe.  / 
Bight  so  fareth  the  peyne  of  helle ;  it  is 
lyk  deeth  for  the  horrible  angoissh,  and 
why?  For  it  p^yneth  hem  evere,  as 
though  they  sholde  dye  anon  ;  but  certes 
they  shal  nat  dye.  /  For  as  seith  Seint 
Oregorie:  *to  wrecche  cf^ives  shal  be 
deeth  with-onte  deeth,  and  ende  with- 
oaten  ende,  and  defante  with-onte  fail- 

(140)  inge.  /  For  hir  deeth  shal  alwey  liven, 
and  hir  ende  shal  everemo  biginne,  and 
215  hir  defante  shal  nat  faille.*  /  And  ther^ 
fore  seith  Seint  John  the  Evangelist: 
*■  they  shnllen  folwe  deeth,  and  they  shal 
nat  finde  him ;  and  they  shal  desyren 
to  djre,  and  deeth  shal  flee  fro  hem.*/ 
And  eek  Job  seith:  that  ^in  helle  is 
noon  ordre  of  role,'/  And  al-be-it  so 
that  god  hath  oreat  alle  thinges  in  right 
ordre,  and  no-thing  with-onten  ordre, 
bat  alle  thinges  been  ordeyned  and  nom- 
bred ;  yet  nathelees  they  that  been 
dampned  been  no-thing  in  ordre,  ne 
holden  noon  ordre.  /  For  the  erthe  ne 
shal  here  hem  no  froit.  Z.  For,  as  the 
prophete  Dayid  seith :  *  gol  shal  destroys 
the  frait  of  the  erUie  as  fro  hem ' ;  ne 
water  ne  shal  yeve  hem  no  moistare ;  ne 
azo  the  eyr  no  refresshing,  ne  fyr  no  light.  / 
For  as  seith  seint  Basilie :  '  the  brenninge 
of  the  fyr  of  this  world  shal  god  yeren  in 
belle  to  hem  that  been  dampned ;  /  bat 
the  light  and  the  deemesse  shal  be  yeven 
in  hevene  to  hiso  children ';  right  as  the 
gode  man  yeveth  flesh  to  hise  children, 
and  bones  to  his  hoondes.  /  And  for 
they  shollen  have  noon  hope  to  escape, 
seitii  seint  Job  atte  last«:  that  *ther 
shal  horronr  and  grisly  drede  dwellen 
with-onten  ende.*/  Horronr  is  alw^ 
drede  of  harm  that  is  to  come,  and  this 
drede  shal  evere  dwelle  in  the  hertes  of 
hem  that  been  dampned.  And  therefore 
han  they  lorn  al  hir  hope,  for  sevens 

(150)  caases.  /  First,  for  god  that  is  hir  jage 
shal  be  with-oaten  mercy  to  hem ;  ne 
they  may  nat  plese  him,  ne  noon  of  hise 
halwes ;   ne  they  ne  may  yeve  no-thing 

335  for  hir  raanson ;  /  ne  they  have  no  vois 


to  speke  to  him ;  ne  tiiey  may  nat  fiee 
fto  peyne ;  ne  th^  have  no  goodnesse  in 
hem,  that  they  mowe  shewe  to  delivere 
hem  fro  peyne./  And  thecfora  seith 
Salomon:  ^the  wikked  man  dyeth;  and 
whan  he  is  deed,  he  shal  have  noon  hope 
to  escape  fro  peyne.'/  Who-so  thanne 
wolde  wel  onderstande  these  p^ynes,  and 
bithinke  him  weel  that  he  hath  deserved 
thilke  peynes  for  his  sinnes,  oertea,  he 
sholde  have  more  talent  to  Bykea  and  to 
wepe  than  for  to  singen  and  to  pJeye,  / 
For  as  that  seith  Salomon :  '  who^o  that 
hadde  the  science  to  knowe  the  p«jnes 
that  been  establissed  and  ordeyned  for 
sinne,  he  wolde  make  sorwa*  /  *  ThUke 
science,'  as  seith  seint  Aognstin,  *  maketh 
a  man  to  waymenten  in  his  herte.'/  3«:> 

§  11.  The  foarthe  point,  that  ogbi^ 
maken  a  xnan  to  have  oontricion,  is  the 
sorweftil  remembrance  of  the  good  that 
he  hath  left  to  doon  here  in  erthe ;  soid 
eek  the  good  that  he  hath  lorn.  /  Sooth]j-, 
the  gode  werkes  that  he  hath  left,  onther 
they  been  the  gode  werkes  that  he 
wroghte  er  he  fel  in-to  deedly  sinne,  or 
elles  the  gode  werkes  that  he  wro^glite 
while  he  lay  in  sinne^  /  Soothly,  the 
gode  werkes,  that  he  dide  bifom  tiiat  he 
fil  in  sinne,  been  al  mortiiied  and  astoned 
and  dnlled  by  the  ofte  sinning.  /  The 
othere  gode  werkes,  that  he  wroghte 
whyl  he  lay  in  deedly  sinne,  ihety  been 
oatrely  dede  as  to  the  lyf  perdoxable  in 
hevene.  /  Thanne  thilke  gode  werkes  (i6i> 
that  been  mortified  by  ofte  sinning, 
whiche  gode  werkes  he  dide  whyl  he  was 
in  charitee,  ne  mowe  nevere  qniken  agayn 
with-oaten  verray  penitence.  /  And  ther-  735 
of  seith  god,  by  the  month  of  Eaeehiel : 
that,  '  if  the  rightfdl  man  retame  agayn 
from  his  rightwisnesse  and  werke  wikked> 
nesse,  shal  he  Uve?'  /  N^y;  for  alle  the 
gode  werkes  that  he  hath  wro|^t  ne  shnl 
nevere  been  in  remembrance ;  for  he  shal 
dyen  in  his  sinne.  /  And  apK>n  thilke 
ohapitre  seith  seint  Gr«gorie  thos :  ^that 
we  sholle  onderstonde  thii  pzincipally ;  / 
that  whan  we  doon  deedly  sinne,  it  is 
for  noght  thanne  to  reheroen  or  drawen 
in-to  memorie  the  gode  werkes  that  we 
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haaa.  wroglit  bifom.*  /  "For  oerieSi  in  thfi 
werkuoge  of  the  deedlj  slime,  ther  is  no 
trust  to  no  good  irairk  that  we  ban  doon 
bifom;  that  is  to  seyn,  as  for  to  ha^e 

240  therby  the  lyf  perdniable  in  hevene.  / 
But  nathelees,  the  gode  werkes  qiuken 
agayn,  and  oomen  agaijm,  and  helpen, 
and  availlen  to  have  the  lyf  perdniable 
in  hevene,  whan  we  ban  eontiioion.  / 
Bat  soothly,  the  gode  werkes  that  man 
doon  whyl  th^  been  in  deedly  sinne, 
for-as-mnohe  as  they  were  doon  in  deedly 
sinne,  th^  mi^  nevere  qniken  agayn.  / 
For  oertes,  thing  that  nevere  hadde  lyf 
may  nerere  qnikene;  and  nathelees,  al- 
be-it  that  they  ne  availle  nqght  to  ban 
the  lyf  perdurable,  yet  availlen  they  to 
abregge  of  the  pejnie  of  belle,  or  elles  to 
geten  temporal  riobesie,  /  or  elles  that 
god  wole  the  rather  enlwnine  and  lightne 
the  herte  of  the  siuftJ  man   to    have 

170)  repentance ;  /  and  eek  they  availlen  for 
to  naen  a  man  to  doon  gode  werkes,  that 
the  feend  have  the  lasse  power  of  his 

245  soola  /  And  thus  the  corteis  lord  Jesu 
Crist  wole  that  no  good  werk  be  lost; 
for  in  somwhat  it  shal  availle.  /  Bat 
for-as-mnche  as  the  gode  werkes  that 
men  doon  whyl  they  been  in  good  ly^ 
been  al  mortified  by  sinne  folwinge ;  and 
eek,  sith  that  alle  the  gode  werkes  that 
men  doom  whyl  th^  been  in  deedly 
synne,  been  oatrely  dede  as  for  to  hove 
the  lyf  perdnrable ;  /  wel  may  that  man, 
that  no  good  werke  ne  dooth,  singe  thilke 
newe  Frenshe  song :  ^Jay  Und  pm-du  man 
tempt  et  «k»  labour.*  /  For  oertes,  sinne 
bireveth  a  man  bothe  goodnesse  of  natore 
and  eek  the  goodnesse  of  grace.  /  For 
soothly,  the  grace  of  the  holy  goost 
fareth  lyk  fyx^  that  may  nat  been  ydel ; 
.for  fyr  iailetb  anoon  as  it  forleteth  his 
wirkinge,  and   right   so   grace   Aiyleth 

950  anoon  as  it  forleteth  his  werkinge.  / 
Than  leseth  the  sinfU  man  the  goodnesse 
of  glorie,  that  only  is  bihight  to  gode 
men  that  labooren  and  werken.  /  Wel 
may  be  be  soiy  thaauxe,  that  oweth  al 
his  lif  to  god  as  longe  as  he  hath  lived, 
and  eek  as  longe  as  he  shal  live,  that  no 
goodnesse  ne  hath  to  paye  with  his  dette 


to  god,  to  whom  he  oweth  al  his  lyf .  / 
For  tmst  wel,  *  he  shal  yeven  aconntes,' 
as  seith  seint  Bernard,  '  of  alle  the  godes 
that  ban  be  yeven  him  in  this  present 
ly^  and  how  he  hath  hem  despended ;  / 
in  so  maobe  that  ther  shal  nat  perisse  an 
beer  of  his  heed,  ne  a  moment  of  an 
hoore  ne  shal  nat  perisse  of  his  tyme, 
that  he  ne  shal  yeve  of  it  a  rekening.'  /     (180) 

§  12.  The  fifthe  thing  that  oghte  moeve 
a  man  to  oontricion,  is  remembrance  of 
the  passion  that  onre  lord  Jesa  Crist 
snffired  for  oore  sinnes.  /  For,  as  seith  355 
seint  Bernard :  *  whyl  that  I  live,  I  shal 
have  remembrance  of  the  travailles  that 
oore  lord  Grist  soi&ed  in  preching ;  /  his 
werinesse  in  travailling,  hise  temptaoions 
whan  he  fiMted,  hise  longe  wakinges 
whan  he  preyde,  hise  teres  whan  that 
he  weep  for  pitee  of  good  peple ;  /  the 
wo  and  the  shame  and  the  filthe  that 
men  seyden  to  him ;  of  the  foole  spitting 
that  men  spitte  in  his  face,  of  the 
baffettes  that  men  yaven  him,  of  the 
foole  mowes,  and  of  the  repreves  that 
man  to  him  seyden ;  /  of  the  nayles  with 
whiche  he  was  nailed  to  the  oroys,  and 
of  al  the  remenant  of  his  passion  that  he 
BofFred  for  my  sinnes,  and  no-thing  for 
his  gilt.'/  And  ye  ahal  nnderstonde, 
that  in  mannea  sinne  is  every  manere  of 
ordre  or  ordinance  tamed  np-so-doon.  /  260 
For  it  is  sootb,  that  god,  and  reson,  and 
sensoalitee,  and  the  body  of  man  been  so 
ordeyned,  that  everioh  of  thise  foore 
thinges  sholde  have  lordshipe  over  that 
other ;  /  as  thos  :  god  sholde  have  lord- 
shipe over  reson,  and  reson  oyer  sensa- 
alitee,  and  sensoalitee  over  the  body  of 
man.  /  Bat  sotbly,  whan  man  sinneth, 
al  this  ordre  or  ordinance  is  tamed 
ap-so-donn.  /  And  therfore  tbanne,  for- 
as-moche  as  the  reson  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
be  sohget  ne  obeisant  to  god,  that  is  his 
lord  by  right,  therfore  leseth  it  the  lord- 
shipe that  it  sholde  have  over  sensoalitee, 
and  eek  over  the  body  of  man.  /  And  (190) 
why  ?  For  sensoalitee  rebolleth  thanne 
agayns  reson ;  and  by  that  wey  leseth 
reson  the  lordshipe  over  sensoalitee  and 
over  the  body.  /    For  right  as  reson  is  ^^S 
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rebel  to  god,  ri^ht  so  is  bothe  sensiutlitee 
rebel  to  reaon  and  the  body  also.  /  And 
oerteSi  this  diBordinanoe  and  this  r»> 
beUlon  oore  lord  Jesn  Critfc  aboghte 
np-on  his  preoioas  body  Ail  dere,  and 
herkneth  in  which  vyse.  /  For-as-xnnohe 
thanne  as  reeon  is  rebel  to  god,  therfore 
is  man  worthy  to  have  sorwe  and  to  be 
deed.  /  This  suinred  onre  lord  Jesa  Crist 
for  man,  after  that  he  hadde  be  bitraysed 
of  his  disciple,  and  distr^yned  and 
bonnde,  *  so  that  his  Uood  brast  oat  at 
eveiy  nail  of  hise  handes,*  as  seith  seint 
Angostin.  /  And  forther-over,  for-as- 
muchel  as  reson  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
daonto  sensnaUtee  whan  it  may,  therfore 
is  man  worthy  to  have  shame ;  and  this 
suifred  onre  lord  Jesa  Crist  for  man, 
270  whan  they  spetten  in  his  visage.  /  And 
forther-oyec;  for4Ui-maohel  thanne  as  the 
caitif  body  of  man  ia  rebel  bothe  to  reson 
and  to  sensoalitee,  therfore  is  it  worthy 
the  deeth.  /  And  this  soffiped  oore  lord 
Jesa  Grist  f»r  man  np^n  the  oroys, 
where-as  ther  was  no  part  of  his  body 
free,  with-oaten  greet  peyne  and  bitter 
passion.  /  And  «1  this  soffired  Jesn 
Crist,  that  nevere  forfeted.  And  therfore 
resonably  may  be  seyd  of  Jesa  in  this 
xnanere:  'to  machel  am  I  peyned  for 
the  thinges  that  I  nevere  deserved,  and 
to  mache  defooled  for  shendshipe  that 
man  is  worthy  to  have.*  /  And  therfore 
may  the  sinAil  man  wel  seye,  as  seith 
seint  Bernard:  'aoarsed  be  the  bitter* 
nesse  of  my  sinne,  for  which  ther  moste 
(300)  be  safEbred  so  machel  bittemesn.'  /  Por 
oertes,  after  the  diverse  discordances  of 
core  wihkednesses,  was  the  passion  of 
275  Jesa  Crist  ordeyned  in  diverse  thinges,  / 
asthos.  Certee,  sinful  mannes  soale  is 
bitraysed  of  the  devel  by  coveitise  of 
temporel  prosperitee,  and  scorned  by 
deoeite  whan  he  cheseth  fleshly  delyces ; 
and  yet  is  it  tormented  by  inpacience  of 
adversitee,  and  bispet  l^  servago  and 
sabjeccion  of  sinne ;  and  atte  laste  it  is 
slayn  fynally.  /  For  this  disordinaonoe 
of  sinfVd  man  was  Jesa  Crist  first  bi- 
traysed, and  after  that  was  he  boande, 
that  cam  for  to  nnbynden  as  of  sinne 


and  peyne.  /  Thanne  was  he  bisoomed, 
that  only  diolde  han  been  honoored  in 
alls  thinges  and  of  alle  thinges./  Thanne 
was  his  visage,  that  oghte  be  dasiied 
to  be  seyn  of  al  man-kinde,  in  whieh 
visage  aongels  desyxen  to  looke,  vOqnuily 
bispet.  /  Thaime  was  he  soovxged  thai 
no-thing  hadde  agilt ;  and  fynaSij,  thanne 
was  he  oraoifled  and  slayn.  /  l^anne  iSo 
was  aoomplioed  the  word  of  Isay«:  *he 
was  woonded  ibr  oore  misdedss,  and 
defooled  for  oore  Moniesi'  /  Now  sith 
that  Jesa  Grist  took  ap-on  him-self  the 
peyne  of  aUe  oore  wikkedneases,  machel 
oghte  sinfdl  man  wepen  and  biwayle, 
that  for  hise  sinnes  goddee  sone  <tf 
hevene  diolde  al  this  p«yne  endore.  / 

§  18w  The  sixte  ihing  that  oghte  moeve 
«  man  to  contrioion,  is  the  hope  of  three 
thynges ;  that  is  to  seyn,  foryifheSK  of 
sinne,  and  the  yifle  of  grace  wel  far  to 
do,  and  the  glorie  of  hevene,  with  which 
god  ihal  gaerdone  a  man  for  hise  gode 
dedes.  /    And  fotvas-mnche  as  Jesa  Crist 
yeveth  as  thise  yiftes  -of  his  largesse  and 
of  his  sovereyn  boantee,  therfore  is  bo 
doped  Jetu$  Naaetnmu  re»  Judeorum.  /  (210) 
Jesas  is  to  seyn  *  saveoar '  or  '  salvacioa,' 
on  whom  men  shol  hope  to  have  finyif- 
nesse  of  sinnes,  which  that  Ss  pivpraly 
salvadon  of  sinnes.  /  And  therfore  seyds  385 
the  aongel  to  Joseph :  *  thoa  shalt  depen 
his  name  Jesas,  that  ahal  saven  his  peple 
of  hir  sinnes.*  /    And  heer-of  seith  seint 
Peter :  *  ther  is  noon  other  name  under 
hevene  that  is  yeve  to  any  man,  by  which 
a  man  may  be  saved,  bat  only  Jesas:*  / 
Naearethu  is  as  mache  for  to  a^ye  as 
» florisshinge,*  in  which  a  man  shal  hope, 
that  he  that  yeveth  him  remiasioin  of 
sinnes  shal  yeve  him  eek  grace  wel  for  to 
do.    For  in  the  floor  is  hope  of  finoit  in 
tyme  oominge;    and   in  foryUa^ne   iff 
sinnes  hope  of  grace  wel  for  to  da  / 
'  I  was  atte  dore  of  thyn  herte,*  seith 
Jesas,  *  and  doped  for  to  entre ;  lie  that 
openeth  to  me  shal  have  foryifhease  of 
sinne./    I  wol  entre  in-to  him  by  my 
grace,  and  soape  with  him,'  by  the  goode 
werkes  that  he  shal  doon ;  whlche  werkes 
been  the  foode  of  god;   *and  he  shal 
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soape  with  me,'  by  the  grete  joje  that 

290  I  shal  3reven  him.  /  Thna  ihal  man  hope, 
for  hise  werkee  of  penaimoe,  that  god 
■hall  yeven  him  his  vegne;  ashebihoteth 
him  in  the  gospel./ 

§  14.  Now  Bhal  a  man  trnderBtonde,  in 
which  manere  sfaal  been  his  oontrioion. 
I  seye,  that  it  shal  been  oniTesBal  and 
total;  this  is  to  seyn,  a  man  shal  be 
Terray  repentant  for  alle  hise  slnnes  that 
he  hath  doon  in  delyt  of  his  thoght ;  ibr 
delyt  is  £uX  perilous.  /  For  ther  been 
two  manere  of  oonsentinges ;  that  oon  of 
hem  is  eleped  oonsentinge  of  affeooion, 
whan  a  man  is  mo^ved  to  do  sinna,  and 
delyteth  him  longe  for  to  thinke  on  that 
sinne  ;  /  and  his  reson  aperoeyreth  it 
wel,  that  it  is  sinne  agayns  the  lawe  of 
god,  and  yet  his  reson  refrejmeth  nat  his 
fool  delyt  or  talsnt,  though  he  see  wel 
apertly  that  it  is  agayns  the  reyeaenoe  of 
god;   al-though  his  reson  ne   consente 

tao)  BiQght  to  doon  that  sinne  in  dede,  /  yet 
seyn  somme  dootonzs  that  swich  delyt 
that  dwelleth  longe,  it  is  ftd  perilous, 

995  al  be  it  nerere  so  lita  /  And  alio  a  man 
sholde  sorwe,  namely,  for  al  that  erere 
he  hath  desired  agayn  the  lawe  of  god 
with  perfit  consentinge  of  his  reson ;  for 
theiHif  is  no  doate,  that  it  is  deedly  sinne 
in  oonsentinge.  /  For  oertes,  ther  is  no 
deedly  sinne,  that  it  nas  first  in  mannes 
thought,  and  after  that  in  his  delyt ;  and 
so  forth  in-to  oonsentinge  and  in-to  dede.  / 
Wherfore  I  aey^  that  many  men  ne  re- 
penten  hem  nevere  of  swiohe  thoghtes 
and  delytes,  ne  nevere  shryven  hem  of  it, 
but  only  of  the  dede  of  grete  sinnes 
outward.  /  Wherfore  I  seye,  that  swiohe 
wikked  delytes  and  wikhed  thoghtes  been 
subtile  bigyleres  of  hem  that  shuUen  be 
dampned.  /  More-oyer,  man  oghte  to 
sorwe  for  hise  wihkede  wordes  as  wel  as 
for  hise  wikkede  dedes;  for  oertes,  the 
repentance  of  a  singoler  sinne,  and  nat 
repente  of  alle  hise  othere  sinnes,  or  elles 
repenten  him  of  alle  hise  othere  sinnes, 
and  nat  of  a  nnguler  sinne,  may  nat 

aoo  ayaille.  /  For  oertes,  god  almighty  is  al 
good;  and  therefore  he  fozyeyeth  al,  or 
eUes  right  noght.  /    And  heerof  seith 


seint  Augortin :  '  I  woot  oerteinly  /  that 
god  is  enemy  to  eyerich  sinnere ' ;  and 
howthanne?  He  that  observeth  o  einne, 
shal  he  haye  foiyifheese  of  the  reme- 
naunt  of  hise  othere  sinnes?  Kay.  / 
And  forther>oyer,  oontrioion  eholde  be 
wonder  sorwefol  and  angnissous,  and 
therfore  yeyeth  him  god  pleynly  his 
meroy;  and  therfore,  whan  my  sonlo 
was  angniasoos  with-inne  me,  I  hadde 
remembrance  of  god  that  my  preyere 
m%hte  oome  to  him.  /  Forther-oyer,  (330) 
oontrioion  moste  be  continuel,  and  that 
man  haye  stede£ut  purpos  to  shryyen 
him,  and  for  to  amenden  him  of  his  lyf.  /  305  • 
For  soothly,  whyl  oontrioion  laeteth,  man 
may  eyere  have  hope  of  foryifnesie ;  and 
of  this  oomth  hate  of  sinne,  that  destroy- 
eth  sinne  bothe  in  himself,  and  eek  in 
other  folk,  at  his  power.  / '  For  which 
seith  Dayid :  *  ye  that  loyen  god  hateth 
wikkednesee.'  For  trusteth  wel,  to  loye 
god  is  for  to  loye  that  he  loyeth,  and 
hate  that  he  hateth./ 

§  16.  The  laste  thing  that  man  sbal 
understonde  in  oontrioion  is  this;  wher- 
of  ayi^leth  oontrioion.  I  seye,  that  som 
tyme  oontrioion  deliyexeth  a  man  firo 
sinne ;  /  of  which  that  Dayid  seith : 
*I  seye,*  quod  Darid,  that  is  to  seyn, 
*•  I  purposed  &nnely  to  shxyye  me ;  and 
thow.  Lord,  relesedest  my  sinne.'  /  And 
right  so  a»  oontrioion  ayailleth  noght, 
withrouten  sad  purpos  of  shrifte,  if  man 
have  -oportxmitee,  right  so  litel  worth  is 
shrifte  or  satis&ooion  with-outen  con- 
trioion.  /  And  more-oyer,  oontrioion  310 
destroyeth  the  prison  of  helle,  and  maketh 
wayk  and  feble  alle  the  strengthes  of  the 
deyeles,  and  restoreth  the  yiftes  of  the 
holy  goost  and  of  alle  gode  yertues ;/  and 
it  clenseth  the  soule  of  sinne,  and 
deliyereth  the  soule  £ro  the  peyne  of 
helle,  and  fh>  the  oompanye  of  the  deyel, 
and  Aro  the  seryage  of  sinne,  and  restored 
it  to  aUe  godes  espirituels,  and  to  the 
oompanye  and  communion  of  holy 
chirche.  /  And  fortheiM>yer,  it  maketh 
him  that  wbylom  was  sone  of  ire  to  be 
sone  of  grace ;  and  alle  thise  thinges  been 
preyed  by  holy  writ.  /    And  therfore,  he 
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that  wolde  Mtte  his  entente  to  thiM 
thinges,  he  'were  ftd  -««78 ;  for  loothly,  he 
ne  sholde  nat  thanne  in  al  hie  lyf  have 
contge  to  einne,  but  yeven  hie  body  and 
al  hie  herte  to  the  lervice  of  Jeea  Griet, 
(240)  and  therof  doon  him  hommage.  /  For 
aoothly,  onre  swete  lord  Jesu  Griet  hath 
■pared  ne  so  debonairly  in  our  foUee,  that 
if  he  ne  hadde  pitee  of  mannes  eoole, 
315  a  eoxy  song  we  mitten  alle  einge./ 

Explicit  prima  pan  Penltentle;  et 
seqiiitiir  secniida  pars  ehisdem. 

§  16.  The  seoonde  partie  of  Penitence  is 
Confession,  that  is  signe  of  oontrioion.  / 
Now  shnl  ye  nnderstonde  what  is  Con- 
fession, and  whether  it  oghte  nodes  be 
doon  or  noon,  and  whiche  thinges  been 
eovenable  to'verr^  Confession.  / 

§  17.  First  shaltow  nnderstonde  that 
Gonfesrion  is  verray  shewinge  of  sinnes 
to  the  preest ;  /  this  is  to  seyn  *  verray,* 
for  he  moste  confeseen  him  of  alle  the 
oondioionns  that  bilongen  to  his  sinne,  as 
ferforth  as  he  oan«  /  Al  moot  be  seyd, 
and  no  thing  exoosed  ne  hid  ne  fo^ 
mraiiped,  end  nogfat  avannte  him  of  his 
330  gode  werkes.  /  And  forther  over,  it  is 
neoeessrie  to  nnderstonde  whennes  that 
sinnes  springen,  and  how  they  enoresen, 
and  whiofae  they  been.  / 

§  la  Of  the  springinge  of  sinnes  seith 
seint  Paul  in  this  wise :  that  *■  right  as  by 
a  man  sinne  entred  first  in-to  this  world, 
and  thnzgh  that  sinne  deeth,  right  so 
thilke  deeth  entred  in-to  alle  men  that 
sinneden.'/  And  this  man  was  Adam, 
by  whom  sinne  entred  in>to  this  world 
whan  he  brak  the  oomanndement  of 
god.  /  And  theifore,  he  that  first  was  so 
mighty  that  he  sholde  not  have  dyed, 
bicani  swich  oon  tliat  he  moste  nodes  dye, 
whether  he  wolde  or  noon;  and  all  his 
pzogenie  in  this  world  that  in  thilke  man 
(350)  sinneden.  /  Loke  that  in  th'estaat  of 
innocence,  when  Adam  and  Bve  naked 
weren  In  paradys,  and  no-thing  ne  hadden 
335  -shame  of  hir  nakednesse,  /  how  that  the 
serpent,  that  was  most  wyly  of  alle  othere 
bestes  that  god  hadde  makedf  seyde  to 


the  womman :  *  why  comaanded  god  to 
yow,  ye  sholde  nat  eten  of  every  tiee  in 
paradys?'/  The  womman  answerde: 
*  of  the  fxnit,'  qnod  she,  *of  the  trees  in 
paradys  we  feden  ns ;  bat  soothly,  of  the 
firoit  of  the  tree  that  is  in  the  middel  of 
pazadys,  god  forbad  ns  for  to  etc,  ne  nat 
tonchen  it,  lest  peivaventare  we  shoold 
dyen.'  /  The  serpent  seyde  to  the  wom- 
man :  *nay,  nay,  ye  shnl  nat  dyen  of 
deeth;  for  sothe,  god  woot,  that  what  day 
that  3re  eten  theiM>f,  yonre  eyeti  shnl 
opene,  and  ye  shnl  been  as  goddes, 
knowinge  good  and  harm. '/  The  wom- 
man thanne  sangh  that  the  tree  was  good 
to  £9ding,  and  fkir  to  the  eyen,  and 
delytable  to  the  sighte ;  she  tok  of  the 
ftxdtof  thetree,  and  eet  it,  and  yaf  to  hir 
hoQsbonde,  and  he  eet ;  and  anoon  the 
eyen  of  hem  bothe  openeden.  /  And 
whan  that  they  knewe  that  they  were 
naked,  they  sowed  of  ftge-leves  a  maners 
of  bxeches  to  hiden  hir  membves.  /  There  53^ 
may  ye  seen  that  deedly  sinne  hath  first 
suggestion  of  the  feend,  as  sheweth  here 
by  the  naddre ;  and  afterward,  the  delyt 
of  the  flesh,  as  sheweth  here  by  Eve ;  and 
after  that,  the  oonsentinge  of  reeonn,  ss 
sheweth  here  by  Adam.  /  For  trust  wel, 
thogh  so  were  that  the  feend  tempted  Eve, 
that  is  to  seyn  theflesh,  and  the  flesh  hadde 
deiyt  in  the  beantee  of  the  tnii  defended, 
yet  oertes,  til  that  resoan,  that  is  to  seyn, 
Adam,  consented  to  the  etinge  of  the 
fruit,  yet  stood  he  in  th'estaat  of  inno- 
cence. /  Of  thilke  Adam  toke  we  thilke 
sinne  original;  for  of  him  fleshly  de- 
scended be  we  alle,  and  engendred  of  vile 
and  cormpt  matere./  And  whan  the 
soole  is  pat  in  oar  body,  ri^t  anon  is 
contract  original  sinne ;  and  that,  that 
was  erst  bat  only  peyne  of  oonoapiaoenc«. 
is  afterward  bothe  poyne  and  sinne.  /  f^' 
And  therfore  be  we  alle  bom  sones  of 
wratthe  and  of  dampnaoion  perdorable,  if 
it  nere  baptesme  that  we  reoeyven,  which 
binimeth  as  the  colpe ;  bat  for  sothe,  the 
peyne  dwelleth  with  as,  as  to  tempta> 
don,  which  pejme  highte  concapiaoence.  /  135 
Whan  it  is  wrongftilly  disposed  or  or- 
deyned  in  man,  it  maketh  him  coveite. 
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\>y  ooveitiae  of  flesh,  fleshly  smiley  by 
sighte  of  hise  eyen  ae  to  erthely  thinges, 
and  ooveitise  of  hyiMBBe  hy  pryde  of 
herte./ 

§  19.  Kow  as  for  to  speken  of  the  flrste 
coveitise,  that  is,  condapisoenoe  after  the 
lawe  of  oare  memfareef  that  weren  lawe- 
Axlliche  y-maked  and  hy  rightixd  jiige- 
ment  of  god ;  /  I  aeye,  for-as-muohe  as 
man  is  nat  oheisannt  to  god,  that  is  his 
lord,  thezfore  is  the  flesh  to  him  dis- 
obeisannt  thnigh  ooncnpisoence,  which 
yet  is  cleped  norissinge  of  sinne   and 
occasion   of  sinne.  /    Therfore,  al   the 
whyle  that  a  man  hath  in  him  the  peyne  of 
concupiscence,  it  is  impossible  hut  he  be 
tempted  somtyme,  and  moeved  in  his 
flesh  to  sinne.  /    ioid  this  thing  may  nat 
faille  as  longe  as  he  liveth ;  it  may  wel 
voxe  feble  and  ikille,  by  vertn  of  baptesme 
and  by  the  grace  of  god  thnrgh  pen!- 
340  tence ;  /   bat   fdlly  ne  shal  it  nerere 
qoenche,  that  he  ne  shal  som  tyme  be 
moeved  in  him-self,  bat-if  he  were  al 
refreyded  1^  siknesse,  or  by  maleflce  of 
sorcerie  or  oolde  drinkes.  /    For  lo,  what 
seith  seint  Fanl:    *the  flesh    eoveiteth 
agayn  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit  agayn  the 
flesh;    they  been   so    contrarie  and  so 
stiyren,  that  a  man  may  nat  alw^y  doon 
as  he  wolde.*/    The  same  seint  Paol, 
after  his  grete  penannce  in  water  and  in 
lond  (in  water  by  night  and  by  day,  in 
greet  peril  and  in  greet  peyne,  in  lond, 
in  funine,  in  thnrst,  in  cold  and  cloth- 
lees,   and    ones   stoned   almost  to   the 
deeth)/  jret  seyde  he:.  ^ alias!  I,  ca3rtif 
man,    who   shal    dellvere   me   tto   the 
[370)  prisoan  of  my  oaytif  body  ?  *  /    And  seint 
Jerome,  whan  he  longe  tyme  hadde  woned 
in  desert,  where-as  he  hadde  no  com- 
panye  but  of  wilde  bestes,  where-as  he  ne 
hadde  no  mete  bat  herbes  and  water  to 
his  drinke,  ne  no  bed  bat  the  naked  erthe, 
for  which   his   flesh  was   blak    as   an 
Ethiopen  for  hete  and  ny  destroyed  for 
345  cold,/  yet  seyde  he :  that  *  the  brenninge  of 
lecherie  boiled  in  alius  body.'/  Wherfore 
I   wDOt   wel    sikerly,    that    they    been 
deoeyved  that  seyn,  that  they  ne  be  nat 
tempted   in   hir   body.  /    Witnesse  on 


Seint  JTame  the  Apostel,  that  seith :  that 
*  every  wight  is  tempted  in  his  owen  oon« 
oupisoence ; '  that  is  to  seyn,  that  everich 
of  OS  hath  matere  and  occasion  to  be 
tempted  of  the  norissinge  of  sinne  that 
is  in  his  body.  /  And  therfore  seith 
Seint  John  the  Evaimgelist:  *if  that 
we  seyn  that  we  beth  with-onte  sinne, 
we  deceyye  os-selre,  and  troathe  is  nat 
lnas.7 

§  20.  Now  shal  ye  onderstonde  in  what 
manere  that  sinne  wexeth  or  encreseth 
in  man.  The  flrste  thing  is  thilke  noris- 
singe of  sinne,  of  which  I  Gfpak  bifom, 
thilke  fleshly  concupiscence.  /  And  after  Z^ 
that  comth  the  subjeccion  of  the  devel, 
this  is  to  seyn,  the  develes  bely,  with, 
which  he  bloweth  in  man  the  fyr  of 
fleshly  concupiscence.  /  And  after  that, 
a  man  bithinketh  him  whether  he  wot 
doon,  or  no,  thilke  thing  to  which  he  is 
tempted.  /  And  thanne,  if  that  a  man 
withstonde  and  weyvethe  flrste  entysinge 
of  his  flesh  and  of  the  feend,  thanne  is  it 
no  sinne ;  and  if  it  so  be  that  he  do  nat 
so,  thanne  feleth  he  anon  a  flambe  of 
delyt.  /  And  thanne  is  it  good  to  be 
war,  and  kepen  him  wel,  or  eUes  he  wol 
faUe  anon  in-to  consentinge  of  sinne; 
and  thanne  wol  he  do  it,  if  he  may  have 
tyme  and  place.  /  And  of  this  matere  (280) 
seith  Moyses  by  the  devel  in  this  manere : 
*'  the  feend  seith,  I  wole  chace  and  pursue 
the  man  by  wikked  suggestion,  and  I  wole 
hente  him  by  moevynge  or  stiringe  of 
sinne.  I  wol  departe  my  pryse  or  my 
praye  by  deliberacion,  and  my  lust  shal 
been  accompliced  in  delyt ;  I  wol  drawe 
my  swerd  in  consentinge  : '  /  for  oertes,  355 
right  as  a  swerd  departeth  a  thing  in  two 
peces,  right  so  consentinge  departeth  god 
fro  man :  *  and  thanne  wol  I  sleen  him. 
with  myn  hand  in  dede  of  sinne  * ;  thus 
seith  the  feend.  /  For  certes,  thimne  is 
a  man  al  deed  in  soule.  And  thus  is 
sinne  accompliced  by  temptacion,  by 
delyt,  and  by  consentinge ;  and  thanne  is 
the  sin  cleped  aotuel.  / 

§  21.  For  sothe,  sinne  is  in  two 
maneres;  outher  it  is  venial,  or  deedly 
sinne.     Soothly,  whan  man  loveth  any 
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oxeatnre  more  thtai  Jem  Grist  oare 
oreaionr,  thanne  is  it  deedly  siime*  And 
venial  synne  is  it,  if  man  love  Jesn  Crist 
lasse  than  him  qghte.  /  For  sothe,.  the 
dede  of  this  venial  sinne  is  Ail  perilous ; 
for  it  amenoseth  the  love  that  men 
sholde  han  to  god  more  and  more.  /  And 
therfore,  if  a  man  charge  him-self  with 
manye  swiohe  venial  sinnes,  oertes,  but-if 
BO  be  that  he  som  tyme  deschaige  him  of 
hem  by  shriitef  they  mowe  ftil  lightly 
amenose  in  him  al  the  love  that  he  hath 
360  to  Jesn  Crist ;  /  and  in  this  wise  skippeth 
venial  in-to  deedly  sinne.  For  oertes,  the 
more  that  a  man  chargeth  his  sonle  with 
venial  sinnes,  the  more  is  he  enolyned  to 
fiillen  in-to  deedly  sinne.  /  And  therfore, 
lat  ns  nat  be  nedigent  to  deschargen  ns 
of  venial  sinnes.  For  the  proverbe  seith ; 
that  manye  smale  maken  a  greet.  /  And 
herkne  this  ensample.  A  greet  wawe  of 
the  see  comth  som-tyme  with  so  greet 
a  violenoe  that  it  drencheth  the  ship. 
And  the  same  harm  doth  som-tyme 
the  smale  dropes  of  water,  that  entren 
thnrgh  a  litel  crevaoe  in-to  the  thorrok, 
and  in-to  the  botme  of  the  ship,  if  men 
be  so  necligent  that  they  ne  descharge 
hem  nat  by  tyme./  And  therfore,  al- 
thogh  ther  be  a  difference  bitwize  thise 
two  causes  of  drenohinge,  algates  the 
^apo)  Bhip  is  dreynt.  /  Bight  so  fareth  it  som- 
tyme  of  deedly  sinne,  and  of  anoyonse 
veniale  sinnes,  whan  they  mnltiplye  in 
a  man  so  greetly,  that  thilke  worldly 
thinges  that  he  loveth,  thnrgh  whiohe  he 
sinneth  venially,  is  as  greet  in  his  herte 
365  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  /  And  ther- 
fore, the  love  of  every  thing,  that  is  nat 
biset  in  god  ne  doon  principally  for 
goddes  sake,  al-thoogh  that  a  man  love  it 
lasse  than  god,  yet  is  it  venial  sinne ;  / 
and  deedly  sinne,  whan  the  love  of  any 
thing  weyeth  in  the  herte  of  man  as 
muchel  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  / 
'  Deedly  sinne,'  as  seith  seint  Angostin, 
'is,  whan  a  man  tnmeth  his  herte  fro 
god,  which  that  is  verray  sovereyn 
boxmtee,  that  may  nat  channge,  and 
yeveth  his  herte  to  thing  that  may 
channge  and  flitte ' ;  /  and  oertes,  that  is 


every  thing,  save  god  of  hevene.  For 
sooth  is,  that  if  a  man  yeve  his  love,  the 
which  that  he  oweth  al  to  god  with  al  his 
herte,  nn-to  a  creature,  certes,  as  muehe 
of  his  love  as  he  yeveth  to  thilke  oreatore, 
so  mnche  he  birtfveth  fto  god;/  and 
therfore  doth  he  sinne.  For  he,  tiiat  it 
dettonr  to  god,  ne  yeldeth  nat  to  god  si 
his  dette,  that  is  to  seyn,  al  the  lore  of 
his  herteu  /  37° 

§  22.  Now  aith  man  nndetatondsfth 
generally,  which  is  venial  sinne,  thanne 
is  it  covenable  to  tellen  specially  of  sinnes 
whiche  that  many  a  man  per-aventnn  &e 
demeth  hem  nat  sinnes,  and  ne  shxyveth 
him  nat  of  the  same  thinges ;  and  yet 
notheleos  they  been  sinnes.  /  Soothly, 
as  thise  derkes  wiyten,  this  is  to  mpi, 
that  at  eveiy  tyme  that  a  man  eteth  or 
drinketh  more  than  snf^pseth  to  the 
snstenannoe  of  his  body,  in  oertein  be 
dooth  sinne.  /  And  eek  whan  he  speketh 
more  than  nedeth,  it  is  sinne.  Eke  whan 
he  herkneth  nat  benignely  the  oompleint 
of  the  povre.  /  Eke  whan  he  is  in  hele 
of  body  and  wol  nat  faste,  whan  othero 
folk  faste,  with-onten  eanse  reaonaUe. 
Eke  whan  he  slepeth  more  than  nedeth, 
or  whan  he  comth  hy  thilke  enchesoan 
to  late  to  ohirche,  or  to  others  w«rkes  of  I 
charitc  /  Eke  whan  he  nseth  his  wyf,  ( P> 
with-oaten  sovereyn  deiyr  of  engendnm, 
to  the  honour  of  god^  or  for  the  entente 
to  yelde  to  his  wyf  the  dette  of  his  body./ 37S 
Eke  whan  he  wol  nat  visite  the  sike  and 
the  prisoner,  if  he  may.  Eke  if  he  Ion 
wyf  or  child,  or  other  worldly  thing) 
more  than  resoun  reqnyveth.  Eke  if  1m 
flatere  or  blandishe  more  than  him  ogfate 
for  any  neoeasitee.  /  Eke  if  he  amenuse 
or  wiUidrawe  the  almesse  of  the  povre. 
Eke  if  he  apparailleth  lus  mete  miore 
deliciOQsly  than  nede  is,  or  ete  it  to 
hastily  by  likerousnease.  /  Eke  if  he  tale 
vanitees  at  chirohe  or  at  goddes  aerTioe, 
or  that  he  be  a  talker  of  ydel  wordes  of 
folye  or  of  vileinye ;  for  he  shal  yelden 
aoountesof  itat  theday  of  dome.  /  Eke 
whan  he  biheteth  or  assuxeth  to  do  thinget 
that  he  may  nat  perfoume.  Eke  whan 
that  he,  by  lightnesse  or  folie,  misi«yetli 
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or  aoomeih  hia  neighebora  /  Eke  whan 
he  hath  any  wikked  snspecion  of  thioig, 
380  ther  he  ne  woofc  of  it  no  BoothfutnesBe.  / 
Thim  thingei  and  mowith-oute  nombze 
been  nnnei,  as  seith  seint  Aagnstm.  / 

Now  ahal  men  nnderstonde,  that  al-be- 
it  so  that  noon  erthely  man  may  eeohne 
olle  venial  sinnes,  yet  may  he  refieyne 
him  by  the  brenninge  love  that  he  hath 
to  oore  lord  Jem  Grist,  and  by  preyeres 
and  confession  and  othere  gode  werkes, 
■o  that  it  dud  but  litel  greve.  /  For,  as 
■eith  seint  Angnstin :  '  if  a  man  love  god 
in  swiche  manere,  that  al  that  evere  he 
doth  is  in  the  love  of  god,  and  for  the  love 
of  god  verraily,  for  he  brenneth  in  the 
love  of  god :  /  loke,  how  mnche  that 
a  drope  of  water  that  falleth  in  a  foniiieys 
ftil  of  fyr  an<qreth  or  greveth,  so  mudhe 
anoyeth  a  venial  sinne  im-to  a  man  that 
(310)  is  parfit  in  the  love  of  Jesn  Crist'  /  Hen 
may  also  refr^yne  venial  sinne  by  re* 
ceyvinge  worthily  of  the  jnreoions  body 
385  of  Jesn  Christ ;  /  by  receyving  eek  of  holy 
water;  by  almesdede;  by  general  con- 
fession  of  Ooi^teor  at  masse  and  at 
oomplin ;  and  by  bleesinge  of  bisshopes 
and  of  preestea,  and  by  othere  gode 
werkes.  / 

Explicit  aecnnda  pars  Peniteotle. 

Seqnitor  de  Septem  Paccatla  Mortalllms 
et  cortnn  dependenclla  clrciunstancils 
etspedelms. 

§  28.  Now  is  it  bihovely  thing  to  telle 
whiche  been  the  deedly  sinnes,  this  is  to 
seyn,  chieftaines  of  sinnes;  alle  they 
renne  in  o  lees,  but  in  diverse  xfkanerea. 
Now  been  they  cleped  chieftaines  for-as- 
mnche  as  they  been  chief,  and  fspringers 
of  alle  othere  siimes.  /  Of  the  roote  of 
thise  sevene  sinnes  thanne  is  Pryde,  the 
general  rote  of  alle  harmes ;  for  of  this 
rote  springen  certein  brannohes,  as  Ire, 
Bnvye,  Accidie  or  Slewthe,  Avarice  or 
Coveitise  (to  commune  nnderstondinge), 
Olotonye,  and  Leoherye.  /  And  everich 
of  thise  chief  sinnes  hath  hise  brannches 
and  hise  twigges,  as  shal  be  declared  in 
hir  chapitres  folwinge.  / 


De  Stipetliia. 

§  24.  And  thogh  so  be  that  no  man 
can  ontrely  telle  the  sombre  of  the 
twigges  and  of  the  harmes  that  oometh 
of  Pxyde,  yet  wol  I  shewe  a  partie  of 
hem,  as  ye  shnl  nnderstonde.  /  Ther  390 
is  Inobedienoe,  Avanntinge,  Ipoorisie, 
Despyt,  Arrogance,  Impudence,  Swellinge 
of  herte,  Insolence,  Elacion,  Impacienoe, 
Strif,  Gontnmacie,  Presnmpcion,  Irrev- 
erence, Fertinade,  Yeyne  Glorie;  and 
many  another  twig  that  I  can  nat 
declare.  /  Inobedient,  is  he  that  dis- 
obeyeth  for  despyt  to  the  comandements 
of  god  and  to  hise  sovereyns,  and  to  his 
goostly  fader.  /  Avaontonr,  is  he  that 
bosteth  of  the  harm  or  of  the  boontee 
that  he  hath  doon.  /  Ipocrite,  is  he  that 
hydeth  to  shewe  him  swiche  as  he  is,  and 
sheweth  him  swiche  as  he  noght-  is.  /  (320) 
Despitons,  is  he  that  hath  desdeyn  of  his 
neighebore,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  his  evene- 
cristene,  or  hath  despyt  to  doon  that  him 
oghte  to  do.  /  Arrogant,  is  he  that  395 
thinketh  that  he  hath  thilke  boontees  in 
him  that  he  hath  noght,  or  weneth  that 
he  sholde  have  hem  by  hise  desertes ;  or 
elles  he  demeth  that  he  be  that  he  nis 
nat.  /  Impudent,  is  he  that  for  his  pride 
hath  no  shame  of  hise  sinnes./  Swellinge 
of  herte,  is  whan  a  man  rejoyseth  him  of 
harm  that  he  hath  doon.  /  Insolent,  is 
he  that  despyseth  in  his  jugement  alle 
othere  folk  as  to  regard  of  his  value,  and 
of  his  conning,  and  of  his  speking,  and  of 
his  bering.  /  Elacion,  is  whan  he  ne  may 
neither  snffire  to  have  maister  ne  felawe  /  400 
Impacient,  is  he  that  wol  nat  been  y- 
taught  ne  undemome  of  his  vyce,  and  by 
stxyf  werreyeth  trouthe  witingly,  and 
deffendeth  his  folye.  /  Contvmax,  is  he 
that  thurgh  his  indignacion  is  agayns 
everich  auctoritee  or  power  of  hem  that 
been  hise  sovereyns.  /  Presnmpcion,  ia 
whan  a  man  undertaketh  an  empryso 
that  him  oghte  nat  do,  or  clles  that  he 
may  nat  do ;  and  that  is  called  Surqui- 
drie.  Irreverence,  is  whan  men  do  nat 
honour  thereas  hem  oghte  to  doon,  and 
waiten  to  be  reverenced.  /   Pertinacie, 
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is  whan  man  deffendeth  his  folye,  and 
(390)  tmsteth  to  mnchel  in  his  owene  wit.  / 
Yeyne  glorie,  is  for  to  have  pompe  and 
delyt  in  his  'temporal  hynesse,  and 
405  g^lorifie  him  in  this  worldly  estaat.  / 
Janglinge,  is  whan  men  speken  to  mnche 
bifom  folk,  and  clappen  as  a  mille,  and 
taken  no  kepe  what  they  seye.  / 

§  26.  And  yet  is  ther  a  privee  speoe  of 
Pryde,  that  waiteth  first  to  he  salewed  er 
he  wole  salewe,  al  be  he  lasse  worth  than 
that  other  is,  per-aventore ;  and  eek  he 
waiteth  or  de^yreth  to  sitte,  or  ellea  to 
goon  above  him  in  the  wey,  or  kisse  pax, 
or  been  eneensed,  or  goon  to  offHng  bifom 
his  neighebore,  /  and  swiche  semblable 
thinges;  agayns  his  dnetee,  per-aventnre, 
bnt  that  he  hath  his  herte  and  his 
entente  in  swioh  a  proad  des3^  to  be 
magnlfyed  and  honoured  bifom  the 
peple.  / 

§  26.  Now  been  ther  two  maneres  of 
Piyde  ;  that  oon  of  hem  is  with-inne  the 
herte  of  man,  and  that  other  is  with- 
onte.  /  Of  whiohe  soothly  thlse  forseyde 
thinges,  and  mo  than  I  have  seyd,  aper- 
tenen  to  pryde  that  is  in  the  herte  of 
man ;  and  that  othere  speoes  of  piyde 
410  been  with-onte.  /  Bat  natheles  that  oon 
of  thise  speces  of  pryde  is  signe  of  that 
other,  right  as  the  gaye  leefsel  atte  taveme 
is  signe  of  the  wyn  that  is  in  the  oeler.  / 
And  this  is  in  manye  thinges :  as  in  speche 
and  contenannce,  and  in  ontrageoos  array 
of  dothing ;  /  for  certes,  if  ther  ne  hadde 
be  no  sinne  in  clothing,  Crist  wolde  nat 
have  noted  and  spoken  of  the  clothing  of 
thilke  riche  man  in  the  gospel.  /  And,  as 
seith  Seint  Gregorie,  that  precioos  clothing 
is  conpable  for  the  derthe  of  it,  and  for 
his  softenesse,  and  for  his  strangenesse 
and  degysinesse,  and  for  the  snperflnitee, 
(340)  or  for  the  inordinat  scantnesse  of  it.  / 
Alias!  may  men  nat  seen,  as  in  onre 
dayes,  the  sinfHil  costlewe  array  of  doth- 
inge,  and  namely  in  to  mnche  snperfloitee, 
415  or  elles  in  to  deaordinat  scantnesse  ?  / 

§  27.  As  to  the  flrste  sinne,  that  is  in 
snperflnitee  of  dothinge,  which  that 
maketh  it  so  dere,  to  harm  of  the  peple ;/ 
nat  only  the  cost  of  embroadinge,  the 


degyse  endentinge  or  barringe,  onndiiige, 
palinge,  windinge,  or  bendinge,  and 
semblable  wast  of  dooth  in  Tanitee ;  / 
bnt  ther  is  also  costlewe  forringe  in  hir 
gonnes,  so  mache  poonsoninge  of  fthiiids 
to  maken  holes,  so  mndte  dagginge  of 
sheres;/  forth -with  the  snperfinitee  in 
lengthe  of  the  fbrseide  gonnes,  trailinge 
in  the  dong  and  in  the  myre,  on  hone 
and  eek  on  fote,  as  wel  of  man  mm  of 
wonmian,  that  al  thilke  trailingisveiTaily 
as  in  effect  wasted,  consumed,  thredfaare, 
and  roten  with  donge,  rather  than  it  im 
yeven  to  the  povre ;  to  greet  dama^  of 
the  forseyde  povre  fdk.  /  And  that  in 
sondry  wysa:  this  is  to  oqrn,  that  the 
more  that  dooth  is  wasted,  the  more  it 
oosteth  to  the  peple  for  the  seantne^n ;  /  4^ 
and  £>rtherKyver,  if  so  be  that  th^  wolde 
yeven  swich  ponnsoned  and  dagged  doth- 
ing to  the  povre  folk,  it  is  nat  oonvenlont 
to  were  for  hir  estaat,  ne  snfflsant  to  bete 
hir  neoessitee,  to  kepe  hem  fio  the  div- 
temperance  of  the  firmament.  /  Upon 
that  other  syde,  to  speken  of  the  horrible 
disordinat  scantnesse  of  clothing*,  as  been 
thise  cntted  Blopi>es  or  hainselins,  that 
thnzgh  hir  shortnesse  ne  covere  nat  the 
shameftil  membres  of  man,  to  wikked 
entente.  /  Alias !  sonune  of  hem  shewen 
the  boce  of  hir  shap,  and  the  hoirible 
swollen  membres,  that  semeth  lyk  the 
maladie  of  himia,  in  the  wrappinge  of  hir 
hoses ;  /  and  eek  the  battokas  of  hem 
faren  as  it  were  the  hindre  part  of  a  she- 
ape  in  the  fnlle  of  the  mone.  /  And  (j^n; 
more-over,  the  wrecched  swx)Ilen  mem- 
bres that  they  shewe  thnrgh  the  degy- 
singe,  in  departinge  of  hir  hoses  in  whyt 
and  reed,  semeth  that  half  hir  shamefnl 
privee  membres  weren  flayn./  And  if  4^ 
so  be  that  they  departen  hire  hoses  in 
othere  oolonrs,  as  is  whyt  and  blak,  or 
whyt  and  blew,  or  blak  and  reed,  and  so 
forth ;  /  thanne  semeth  it,  as  by  varianoe 
of  colour,  that  half  the  partie  of  liir 
privee  membres  were  corrupt  by  the  ^t 
of  seint  Antony,  or  by  cancre,  or  by  other 
swich  meschannce.  /  Of  the  hindre  part 
of  hir  buttokes,  it  is  fol  horrible  for  to 
see.    Por  oertes,  in  that  partie  of  hir 
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body  ther-as  th^  puT^en  hir  stinkinge 
ordnze,  /  thftt  firald  pwrtie  shewe  they  to 
the  peple  proudly  in  despytof  honestetee, 
the  which  honestetee  that  Jem  Crist 
and  hise  freendeB  observede  to  ahewen  in 
hir  lyvB.  /  Now  as  of  the  ontrageons 
array  of  wommen,  god  woot,  that  though 
the  visages  of  somme  of  hem  seme  tol 
ehaast  and  debonaire,  yet  notifie  they  in 
hir    array   of    atyr    likeronsnesse    and 

430  pijrde.  /  I  sey  nat  that  honestetee  in 
olothinge  of  man  orwomman  is  imooven- 
able,  bnt  certes  the  saperflnitee  or  dis- 
ordinat  soantitee  of  olothinge  is  reprev- 
able.  /  Also  tbe  sinne  of  aomement  or 
of  apparaille  is  in  thinges  that  apertenen 
to  lydinge,  as  in  to  manye  delloat  horses 
that  been  holden  for  ddyt,  that  been  so 
fkire,  fatte,  and  ooetlewe ;  /  and  also  to 
many  a  Ticioos  knave  that  is  sustened  by 
oanse  ct  hem  ;  in  to  curious  hameys,  as 
in  sadeles,  in  crouperee,  peytrels,  and 
biydlea  covered  wilh  precious  clothing 
and  riche,  barres  and  plates  of  gold  and 
of  silver.  /  Ftor  which  god  seith  by 
Zakaxie  the  prophete,  *  I  wol  confounde 
^360)  the  ryderee  of  swiche  horses.*  /  This 
folk  taken  litel  reward  of  the  rydinge  of 
goddes  sone  o£  hevene,  and  of  his  barneys 
whan  he  rood  up-on  the  asse,  and  ne 
hadde  noon  other  hameys  but  the  povre 
clothes  of  hise  disciples ;  ne  we  ne  lede 

435  nat  thai  evere  he  rood  on  other  beest.  / 
I  speke  this  for  the  sixme  of  superflnitee, 
and  nat  for  reasonable  honestetee,  whan 
reson  it  requyreth.  /  And  forther,  certes 
pxyde  is  greetiy  notified  in  holdinge  of 
greet  meinee,  whan  they  be  of  litel  profit 
or  of  right  no  profit./  And  namely, 
whan  that  meinee  is  felonons  and  dama- 
geous  to  the  peple,  byhardinesse  of  heigh 
lordshii>e  or  "by  wey  of  offices.  /  For 
certes,  swiche  lordes  sellen  thanne  hir 
lordflhipe  to  the  devel  of  belle,  whanne 
they  snstenen  the  wikkednesse  of  hir 
meinee.  /  Or  elles  whan'  this  folk  of 
lowe  degree,  as  thilke  that  holden  hostel- 
riee,  snstenen  the  thefte  of  hir  hostilers, 

440  and  that  is  in  many  manere  of  deoeites.  / 
Thilkd  manere  of  folk  been  the  flyes  that 
folwen  the  bony,  or  elles  the  houndes 


that  folwen  the  careyne.  Swiche  for- 
seyde  folk  stranglen  spiritually  hir  lord- 
shipes ;  /  for  which  thus  seith  David  the 
prophete,  *  wikked  doeth  mote  come  ui>-on 
thilke  lordshipes,  and  god  yeve  that  they 
mote  descenden  in-to  belle  al  doun  ;  for ' 
in  hir  houses  been  iniquitees  and  shrewed- 
neeses,'  and  n«t  god  of  hevene.  /  And 
certes,  but-if  they  doon  amendement, 
right  as  god  yaf  hia  benison  to  fLaban  by 
the  service  of  Jacob,  and  to  -f-Fharao  by 
the  service  of  Joseph,  right  so  god  wol 
yeve  his  malison  to  swiche  lordshipes  as 
snstenen  the  wikkednesse  of  hir  ser- 
vaunts,  but-if  they  come  to  amendement./ 
Piyde  of  the  table  appereth  eek  fhl  ofte ; 
for  certes,  riche  men  been  deped  to 
feetes,  and  povre  folk  been  put  awey  and 
rebuked.  /  Also  in  ezoesse  of  diverse  (370) 
metes  and  drinkes ;  and  namely,  swiche 
manere  bake  metes  and  dish-metes,  bren- 
ntnge  of  wilde  fyr,  and  peynted  and 
oastelled  with  papir,  and  semblable  wast  ; 
so  that  it  is  abusion  for  to  thinke.  /  And  445 
eek  in  to  greet  preciousnesse  of  vessel  and 
onriositee  of  minstralcie,  by  whiche  a  man 
is  stired  the  more  to  delyces  of  luxurie,  / 
if  so  be  that  he  sette  his  herte  tbe  lasse 
up-on  cure  lord  Jesu  Crist,  certein  it  is 
a  sinne  ;  and  certeinly  the  delyces  migbte 
been  so  grete  in  this  caas,  that  man  migbte 
lightly  falle  by  hem  in-to  deedly  sinne.  / 
The^especes  that  sourden  of  Pryde,  sootbly 
whan  they  sourden  of  malice  ymagined, 
avysed,  and  fomcast,  or  elles  of  usage, 
been  deedly  Wynnes,  it  is  no  doute.  /  And 
whan  they  sourden  by  freletee  unavysed 
sodeinly,  and  sodeinly  withdrawen  ayein, 
al  been  they  grevouse  sinnes,  I  gesso  that 
they  ne  been  nat  deedly.  /  Kow  migbte 
men  axe  wher-of  that  Pryde  sourdeth 
and  springeth,  and  I  seye :  somtyme  it 
springeth  of  the  goodes  of  nature,  and 
som-tyme  of  the  goodes  of  fortune,  and 
som-tyme  of  the  goodes  of  grace.  /  Certes,  450 
tbe  goodes  of  nature  stonden  outher  in 
goodes  of  body  or  in  goodes  of  soule.  / 
Certes,  goodes  of  body  been  hele  of  body, 
as  strengthe,  delivemesse,  beautee,  gen- 
trye,  franchise.  /  Ooodes  of  nature  of 
the  soule  been  good  wit,  sharp  under- 
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siondynge,  snbtil  engin,  verta  nfttnrel, 
good  mexnorie.  /  Goodes  of  fortane  been 
richesaes,  higbe  degrees  of  lordshipes, 
( 380)  preisingee  of  the  peple.  /  Goodea  of  graoe 
been  soienoe,  power  to  soflre  spiritnel 
-trayaille,  benignitee,  verinons  oontem- 
plAoion,    witbstondinge   of  temptooion, 

455  and  semblable  thingeo.  /  Of  whiohe  foiv 
seyde  goodeg,  oertes  it  is  a  ftd  greet  folye 
a  man  to  pryden  him  in  any  of  hem 
alle.  /  Now  as  for  to  speken  of  goodes  of 
nature,  god  woot  that  som-tyme  we  han 
hem  in  nature  as  mnohe  to  ooze  damage 
as  to  onre  profit.  /  As,  for  to  speken 
of  hole  of  body;  certes  it  passeth  fol 
lightly,  and  eek  it  is  fill  ofte  encheson  of 
the  siknesse  of  onre  sonle ;  for  god  woot, 
the  flesh  is  a  f ol  greet  enemy  to  the 
soole :  and  therfbre,  the  more  that  the 
body  is  hool,  the  more  be  we  in  peril  to 
falle.  /  Eke  for  to  pryde  him  in  his 
strengthe  of  body,  it  is  an  heigh  folye ; 
for  certes,  the  fle^  ooveiteth  agayn  the 
spirit,  and  ay  the  more  strong  that  the 
flesh  is,  the  sorier  may  the  sonle  be :  / 
and,  over  al  this,  strengthe  of  body  and 
worldly  hardinesse  caoseth  Ail  ofte  many 

460  a  man  to  peril  and  meschannce.  /  Eek 
for  to  pryde  him  of  his  gentrye  is  fal 
greet  folye  ;  for  ofbe  tyme  the  gentr3re  of 
the  body  binimeth  the  gentrye  of  the 
sonle ;  and  eek  we  ben  alle  of  o  fader  and 
of  o  moder ;  and  alle  we  been  of  o  nature 
roten  and  corrupt,  both  riohe  and  povre.  / 
For  sothe,  00  loanere  gentrye  is  for  to 
preise,  that  apparailleth  mannea  oorage 
with  vertues  and  moralitees,  and  maketh 
him  Cristes  child.  /  For  truste  wel,  that 
over  what  man  slnne  hath  maistrie,  he  is 
a  verray  oherl  to  sinneu  / 

§  28.  Now  been  ther  generale  signes  of 
gentilesse;  as  esohewinge  of  vyoe  and 
ribaudye  and  iervage  of  sinne,  in  word, 
(390)  in  werk,  and  contenance ;  /  and  nsinge 
vertu,  curteisye,  and  olennesse,  and  to  be 
liberal,  that  is  to  seyn,  large  by  mesnre  ; 
for  thilke  that  passeth  mesure  is  folye 

465  and  sinne.  /  Another  is,  to  remembre 
him  of  bountee  that  he  of  other  folk  hath 
receyved.  /  Another  is,  to  be  benigne  to 
hise  goode  snbgetis;   wherfore,  as  seith 


Senek,  *  ther  is  no-thing  more  oovenaUe 
to  a  man  of  heigh  estaat  than  debonaizetee 
and  pitee.  /  And  therfon  thise  flyesthat 
men  olepeth  bees,  whan  ihey  maken  hir 
kin^  they  ohesen  oon  tJiathath  noprikke 
wherwith  he  masy  stinge.'  /  Another  is, 
a  man  to  have  a  noUe  herte  and  a  dili- 
gent)  to  attayne  to  heig^  vertooDse 
thinges.  /  Now  eertes,  a  man  to  pryde 
him  in  the  goodes  of  graoe  is  eek  an  ont- 
rageoQS  folye ;  for  thilke  yiites  of  grsce 
that  sholde  have  turned  him  to  goodneaie 
and  to  medioine,  tumeth  him  to  venim 
and  to  oonfhsion,  as  seith  seint  Qze^orie./  470 
Certes  also,  who-so  piydeth  hinx  in  the 
goodes  of  fortune,  he  is  a  fill  greet  fool ; 
for  som-tjan^  is  a  man  a  greet  lord  hy  the 
morwe,  that  is  a  oaitif  and  a  wrecohe  er 
it  be  night :  /  and  somlyme  the  xiehesse 
of  a  man  is  oause  of  his  deeth ;  somiyme 
the  delyoes  of  a  man  is  cause  of  the 
grevous  maJadye  thurgh  which  he  dyeth./ 
Certes,  ths  oommendaoion  of  the  peple  is 
somtyme  Ail  fals  and  fnl  brotel  for  to 
triste;  this  day  they  preyse,  tomorwe 
they  blame.  /  God  woot,  de^jrr  to  have 
oommendaoion  of  the  peple  hath  caused 
deeth  to  many  *  hisy  man.  /  (400) 

Remedium  contra  peccatnm  Si^eztiie. 
§  S9.  Now  sith  that  so  is,  that  ye  han 
understonde  what  is  pryde,  and  whiehe 
been  the  speoes  of  it,  and  whennes  piide 
sourdeth  and  springeth ;  /  now  shul  ye  475 
understonde  which  is  the  remedie  agc^ns 
the  sinne  of  prj^e,  and  that  is,  hmnilitee 
or  mekenesse.  /  That  is  a  vertu,  thnigh 
which  a  man  hath  verxay  knoweleche  of 
him-aelf^  and  holdeth  of  him>self  no  piys 
ne  deyntee  as  in  regard  of  hise  deeertes, 
oonsideringe  even  his  fireletea.  /  Now 
been  ther  three  maneiesof  humilitee ;  as 
humllitee  in  herte,  and  another  humilitee 
in  his  mouth ;  the  thridde  in  hise  werkes./ 
The  humiUtee  inherte  is  in  fonre  maaeres : 
that  oon  is,  whanaman  holdeth  hinck-eelf 
as  noght  worth  bifozn  god  of  hevene. 
Another  is,  whan  he  ne  de^yaetfa  noon 
other  man.  /  The  thridde  is,  vidian  he 
rekketh  nat  thogh  men  holde  him  noght 
worth.    The  ferthe  is,  whan  he  nis  nat 
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4S0  soiy  of  hia  hnmiliaoion.  /  Alio,  the  hu- 
militee  of  mouth  is  in  fonre  thinges :  in 
attempree  speche,  and  in  hnmbleMe  of 
speofad,  and  -whan,  he  biknoweth  with  hia 
owene  month  that  he  ia  iwich  a»  him. 
thinkeththatbeisinhiaherte.  Another 
ifl,  whan  he  preiaeth  the  bonntee  of 
another  man,  and  nothing  ther-of  amen- 
uaeth.  /  Hnmilitee  eek  in  werkes  ia  in 
fonre  maneres:  the  finte  ia,  whan  he 
pntteth  othere  men  Ufom  him.  The 
aeoonde  ia,  to  cheae  the  loweete  place 
over-al.  The  thridde  ia,  gladly  to  aaaente 
to  good  oonaeiL  /  The  ferthe  ia,  to  atonde 
gladly  to  the  award  of  hiae  aovereyna,  or 
of  him  that  ia  in  hjer  degree ;  certein, 
thia  ia  a  greet  werk  of  hnmilitee.  / 

Seqnltnr  de  Ih«idla. 
§  80.  After  Pzyde  wol  I  apeken  of  the 
foole  ainne  of  Envsre,  whioh  ia,  aa  I7  the 
word  of  the  philoaophre,  aorwe  of  other 
mannea  proaperitee ;  and  after  the  word 
of  aeint  Angnatin,  it  ia  aorwe  of  other 
mannea  wele,  and  joye  of  othere  mennea 
4 10)  harm.  /  Thia  foole  ainne  ia  platly  agayna 
the  holy  gooet  Al-be-it  ao  that  eveiy 
ainne  ia  agayna  the  holy  gooat,  yet  nathe- 
leea,  for  aa  mnche  aa  boontee  aperteneth 
propx«ly  to  the  holy  gooat,  and  Sn-vye 
comth  proprely  of  malice,  therfore  it  ia 
proprely  agayn  the  bonntee  of  the  holy 
485  gooet  /  Now  hath  malice  two  apeoea, 
that  ia  to  aeyn,  hardneaae  of  herte  in 
wikkedneaae,  or  ellea  the  fleah  of  man  ia 
80  blind,  that  he  oonaidereth  nat  that  he 
is  in  ainne,  or  rekketh  nat  that  he  is  in 
ainne;  which  ia  the  hardnease  of  the 
deveL  /  That  other  apece  of  malice  ia, 
whan  a  man  werreyeth  tronthe,  whan  he 
woot  that  it  ia  troutha.  And  eek,  whan 
he  werreyeth  the  grace  that  god  hath 
yeve  to  hia  neighebore ;  and  al  thia  ia  by 
£nvye.  /  Certea,  thanne  ia  BnTye  the 
worate  ainne  that  iai  For  aoothly,  alio 
othero  ainnee  been  aom-tyme  only  agayna 
o  special  vertu;/  but  certea,  Envye  is 
fi^yna  alle  vertuea  and  agayna  alle  good- 
nesaea ;  for  it  ia  soiy  of  alle  the  bonnteea 
of  hia  neighebore ;  and  in  thia  manere  it 
ia  divers  from  aUe  othere  sinnes.  /    For 


wel  nnnethe  is  ther  any  ainne  that  it  ne 
hath  aom  delyt  in  itself,  aave  only  Envye, 
that  evere  hath  in  itaelf  angidah  and 
aorwa/  TheapeceaofSnyyebeenthiae:  490 
ther  ia  first,  sorwe  of  other  mannes  good- 
nease  and  of  his  proaperitee;  and  proa- 
peritee iakindelymatere  of  joye;  thanne 
ia  Envye  a  ainne  agayna  kinde./  The 
aeoonde  apece  of  Envye  ia  joye  of  other 
mannea  harm ;  and  that  ia  proprely  lyk 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  rejoyseth  him  of 
mannes  harm.  /  Of  thise  two  speees 
comth  bakbyting ;  and  this  sinne  of  bak- 
byting  oar  detraocion  hath  eerteine  jipeces, 
aa  thnsL  80m  man  preiseth  hia  neighe- 
bore Vy  a  wikke  entente ;  /  for  he  maketh 
alw^  a  wikked  knotte  atte  laate  ende. 
Alwey  he  maketh  a  *  but '  atte  laate  ende, 
that  ia  digne  of  more  blame,  than  worth 
ia  al  the  preiaingei  /  The  seconde  speee  (4^) 
is,  that  if  a  man  be  good  and  dooth  or 
seith  a  thing  to  good  entente,  the  bakbyter 
wol  tnme  all  thilke  goodnesse  np-so-donn 
to  his  shrewed  ententa  /  The  thridde  495 
is,  to  amenns»the  bonntee  of  his  neighe- 
bore. /  The  foorthe  spece  of  bakbyting 
is  this ;  that  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of 
a  man,  thanne  wol  the  bakbyter  aeyn, 
*"  parfey,  awich  a  man  ia  yet  bet  than  he ' ; 
in  dispreisinge  of  him  that  men  preise.  / 
Hie  flfte  spece  ia  thia ;  for  to  conaente 
gladly  and  herkne  gladly  to  the  harm 
that  men  apeke  of  other  folk.  Thia  ainne 
ia  fol  greet,  and  ay  encreaeth  after  the 
wikked  entente  of  the  bakbyter.  /  After 
bakbyting  cometh  gmcching  or  mnr- 
mnracion;  and  aomtyme  it  springeth  of 
inpaoience  agayns  god,  and  somtyme 
agayns  man.  /  Agayns  god  it  is,  whan 
a  man  graccheth  agayn  the  peynes  of 
helle,  or  agayns  poverte,  or  los  of  catel, 
or  agayn  reyn  or  tempest ;  or  elles  grac- 
cheth that  shrewes  han  proaperitee,  or 
elles  for  that  goode  men  han  adversitee.  /  500 
And  alle  thise  thinges  sholde  men  snffre 
paciently,  for  they  comen  by  the  rightitd 
jngement  and  ordinance  of  god.  /  Som- 
tyme comth  gmcching  of  avarice ;  aa 
Jndas  gnicched  agayns  the  Hagda- 
l^sme,  whan  she  enoynte  the  heved  of 
onre  lord  Jeau  Crist  with  hir  pieciona 
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oynemont.  /  This  maner  mnrmnre  is 
swioh  as  whan  man  gmcoheih  of  good- 
nease  that  him-self  dooth,  or  that  other 
folk  doon  of  hir  owene  oatel.  /  Som- 
t  jme  coxnth  mnrmiire  of  Piyde ;  as  whan 
Simon  the  Pharisee  gmoohed  ageayn  the 
Magdaleyne,  whan  she  approohed  to  Jesa 
(430)  Grist,  and  weep  at  his  feet  for  hir  sinnes.  / 
And  BOmtjrme  gmoching  sonrdeth  of 
Envye  ;  whan  men  disoovereth  a  mannes 
harm  that  was  privee,  or  bereth  him  on 

505  hond  thing  that  is  fe^s.  /  Hnrmnre  eek 
is  ofte  amonges  servannts,  that  gmoohen 
whan  hir  sovereyns  bidden  hem  doon 
leveftd  thinges ;  /  and,  foivas-maohe  as 
they  dar  nat  openly  withs^ye  the  00- 
manndements  of  hir  sovereynSi  yet  wol 
they  seyn  harm,  and  graoche,  and  mnr- 
mnre prively  for  verray  despyt ;  /  whiche 
wordes  men  clepen  the  dereles  Patera 
noster,  though  so  be  that  the  devel  ne 
hadde  nevere  Ptiter-iMMter,  bnt  that  lowed 
folk  yeven  it  swich  a  name.  /  Somtyme 
gmcehing  oomth  of  ire  or  prive  hate, 
that  norisseth  rancour  in  herte,  as  aftei> 
ward  I  shal  declare.  /  Thanne  oometh 
eek  bittemease  of  herte;  thnrgh  which 
bittemesse  every  good  dede  of  his  neighe- 

510  bor  semeth  to  him  bitter  and  nnsavory.  / 
Thanne  oometh  disoord,  that  nnbindeth 
allemanereoffirendshipe.  Thanne  oomth 
soominge,  as  whan  a  man  seketh  ooca- 
sionn  to  anoyen  his  neighebor,  al  do  he 
neyer  so  weeL  /  Thanne  comth  aoon- 
singe,  as  whan  man  seketh  occasion  to 
anoyen  his  neighebor,  which  that  is  lyk 
to  the  craft  of  the  devel,  that  waiteth 
bothe  night  and  day  to  aoonsen  ns  aUe.  / 
Thanne  comth  maUgnitee,  thnrgh  which 
a  man  anoyeth  his  neighebor  priyely  if 
he  may ;  /  and  if  he  noght  may,  algate 
his  wikked  wil  ne  shal  nat  wante,  as  for 
to  brennen  his  hons  priyely,  or  empoy- 
sone  or  sleen  hise  bestes,  and  semblable 
(440)  thinges.  / 

Remedium  contra  peccatmn  Innidie* 

§  81.  Now  wol  I  speke  of  the  remedie 

Agayns  this  foole  sinne  of  Enyye.    First, 

is  the  love  of  god  principal,  and  loving  of 

his  neighebor  as  him-self ;  for  soothly, 


that  oon  ne  may  nat  been  withoate  that 
other.  /     And  tmste  wel,  that  in  the  5*5 
name  of  thy  neighebore  thon  shalt  under- 
stonde  the  name  of  thy  brother;    for 
certes  alle  we  have  o  £eider  fleshly,  and 

0  moder,  that  is  to  s^yn,  Adam  and  Eve ; 
and  eek  o  fader  espiritnel,  and  that  is  god 
ofhevene./  Thyneigheboreartowholden 
for  to  love,  and  wilne  him  alle  goodnesse  ; 
and  therfore  seith  god,  *  love  thy  neighe- 
bore as  thsrselve,*  that  is  to  seyn,  to 
salvaoion  bothe  of  lyf  and  of  soole.  / 
And  more-over,  thon  shalt  love  him  in 
word,  and  in  benigne  amonestinge,  and 
chastysinge ;  and  conforten  him  in  hise 
anoyes,  and  preye  for  him  with  al  Oiyn 
herte.  /  And  in  dede  thon  shalt  love 
him  in  swich  wvse,  that  then  shalt  doon 
to  him  in  charitee  as  thon  woldest  that  it 
were  doon  to  thyn  owene  persone^  /  And 
therfore,  then  ne  shalt  doon  him  no 
damage  in  wikked  word,  ne  harm  in  his 
body,  ne  in  his  catel,  ne  in  his  sonle,  by 
entysing  of  wikked  ensample.  /  Thon  ^jl, 
shalt  natdesyren  his  wyf,  ne  none  of  hise 
thinges.  Understond  eek,  that  in  the 
name  of  neighebor  is  comprehended  his 
enemy.  /  Certes  man  shal  loven  his 
enemy  by  the  oomandement  of  god ;  and 
soothly  thy  ftend  shaltow  love  in  CJod.  / 

1  seye,  thyn  enemy  ahaltowlove  for  goddee 
sake,  by  his  oomandement.  For  if  it 
were  reson  that  a  man  sholde  haten  his 
enemy,  for  sothe  god  nolde  nat  receiven 
ns  to  his  love  that  been  hise  enexnys.  / 
Agayns  three  manere  of  wronges  that 
his  enemy  dooth  to  hym,  he  shal  doon 
three  thinges,  as  thns.  /  Agayns  hate  (45 
and  ranconr  of  herte,  he  shal  love  him  in 
herte.  Agayns  chyding  and  wikkede 
wordes,  he  shal  preye  for  his  enemy. 
And  agayn  the  wikked  dede  of  his  enemjs 

he  shal  doon  him  bonntee.  /  For  Crist  525 
seith,  *  loveth  yonre  enemys,  and  preyeth 
for  hem  that  speke  yowharm ;  and  oek  for 
hem  that  yow  chacen  and  pnrsewen,  and 
doth  bonntee  to  hem  that  yow  haten.'  Lo, 
thns  oomanndeth  ns  onre  lord  Jesu  Crist-, 
to  do  to  onre  enemys.  /  For  soothly-, 
natnre  dryveth  ns  to  loven  onre  freendes, 
and  parfey,  onre  enemys  han  more  nede 
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to  love  than  our  freende* ;  and  they  that 
more  nede  have,  oertee,  to  hem  shal  men 
doon  goodneMe ;  /  and  oertee,  in  thilke 
dede  have  we  remembnoioe  of  the  love 
of  Jem  Crist,  that  deyde  for  hise  enemya.  / 
And  in-aa-mnohe  ae  thilke  love  is  the 
more  grevoos  to  perfoome,  in-so-mnohe 
is  the  more  gretter  the  merite ;  and  ther- 
fore  the  lovinge  of  onre  enemy  hath  con- 
founded the  venim  of  the  deveL  /  For 
right  as  the  devel  is  disoonfited  by  hnmi- 
litee,  right  so  is  he  woonded  to  the  deeth 
^yyo  hy  love  of  onre  enemy.  /  Gertes,  thanne 
is  love  the  medicine  that  casteth  out  the 
venim  of  Envye  fro  mannes  herte.  /  Hie 
speces  of  this  pas  sholien  be  more  largely 
in  hir  ohapitres  folwinge  declared.  / 

Seqnitnr  de  Ira. 
§  82.  After  Envye  wol  I  discryven  the 
sinne  of  Ire.  For  soothly,  who-so  hath 
envye  npon  his  neighebor,  anon  he  wole 
oomnnly  finde  him  a  matere  of  wratthe, 
in  word  or  in  dede,  agayns  him  to  whom 
he  hath  envye.  /  And  as  wel  oomth  Ire 
of  Piyde,  as  of  iSnvye ;  for  soothly,  he 
that  is  pronde  or  envioos  is  lightly 
U<5o)  wrooth.  / 

§  33.  This  sinne  of  Ire,  after  the  dis- 
oryving  of  seint  Angnstin,  is  wikked  wil 

535  to  been  avenged  by  word  oar  by  dede.  / 
Ire,  after  the  philosophre,  is  the  fsrvent 
blood  of  man  y-quiked  in  his  herte,  thnxgh 
vduchhe  woleharm  tohim  thathehateth./ 
F<M>oertesthe  herte  of  man,by  eschanflnge 
and  moevinge  of  his  blood,  wezeih  so 
trouble,  that  he  is  out  of  alle  jogemant  of 
resoon.  /  Bat  ye  shal  nnderstonde  that 
Ire  is  in  two  maneres ;  that  oon  of  hem 
is  good,  and  that  other  is  wikked.  /  The 
godelreisby  jaloo^ye  of  goodnesse,thargh 
which  a  man  is  wrooth  with  wikkednesse 
and  agayns  wikkednesse;  and  therfore 
seith  a  wys  man,  that  *  Ire  is  bet  than 
pley.'/  This  Ire  is  with  debonairetee, 
and  it  is  wrooth  withoaten  bittemesse ; 
nat  wrooth  agayns  the  man,  bat  wrooth 
with  the  misdede  of  the  man ;  as  seith  the 
prophete  David,  Iratdmiiti  et  noUU  pee- 

540  care.  /  Kow  nnderstondeth,  that  wikked 
Ire  is  in  two  maneres,  that  is  to  seyn, 


sodeyn  Ire  or  hastif  Ire,  withoaten  avise- 
ment  and  oonsentinge  of  resoon.  /  The 
mening  and  the  sens  of  this  is,  that  the 
resoon  of  man  ne  oonsente  nat  to  thUke 
sodeyn  Ire ;  and  thanne  it  is  veniaL  / 
AnoUker  Ire  is  fol  wikked,  that  oomth  of 
felonye  of  herte  avyied  and  cast  bifom  ; 
with  wikked  wil  to  do  vengeance,  and 
therto  his  resoon  oonsenteth ;  and  soothly 
this  is  deadly  sinne.  /  This  Ire  is  so  di»- 
plesant  to  god,  that  it  troobleth  his  hons 
and  ohaoeth  the  holy  goost  oot  of  mannes 
soole,  and  wasteth  a^d  destroyeth  the 
lyknesse  of  god,  that  is  to  sejm,  the  verto 
that  is  in  mannes  soole ;  /  and  pot  in  (47o) 
him  the  lyknesse  of  the  devel,  and 
binimeth  the  man  fro  god  that  is  liis 
rig^tftd  lord.  /  This  lie  is  a  fol  greet  545 
plesannoe  to  the  devel;  for  it  is  the 
develes  foomeya,  that  is  eschaofed  with 
the  fyr  of  heller/  For  oertes,  rig^t  so  as 
tyr  is  more  mighty  to  desiroyen  erthely 
thinges  than  any  other  element,  right  so 
Ire  is  mighty  to  destroyen  alle  spiritoel 
thinges.  /  Loke  how  that  fyr  of  smale 
gledes,  that  been  almost  dede  nnder 
asshen,  woUen  qoike  agayn  whan  they 
been  toaohed  with  brimstoon ;  right  so 
Ire  wol  everemo  qoiken  agayn,  whan  it 
is  tooehfidby  the  pryde  that  is  covered  in 
mannes  herte.  /  For  eertes  fyr  ne  may 
nat  ooman  oat  of  no-thing,  bot-if  it  were 
flrat  in  the  same  thing  natorelly ;  as  fyr 
is  dsawenoat  of  flintes  with  steeL  /  And 
right  so  as  pxyde  is  oAe  tyme  matere  of 
Ire,  right  so  is  xmnoonr  norioe  and  keper 
of  Ira  /  Ther  is  a  manor  tree,  as  seith  550 
seint  Isidre,  that  whan  men  maken  fyr 
of  thilke  tree,  and  eovere  the  ooles  of  it 
with  asshen,  soothly  the  fyr  of  it  wol 
lasten  al  a  year  or  more.  /  And  right  so 
fareth  it  of  rancoor ;  whan  it  is  ones  con- 
oesrved  in  the  hertes  of  som  men,  certein, 
it  wol  lasten  peraventore  ficom  oon  Estre- 
day  onto  another  Estre-day,  and  more.  / 
Bat  eertes,  thilke  man  is  fol  fer  fro  the* 
mercy  of  god  al  thilke  while.  / 

§  84.  In  this  f<»seyde  develes  foomeya 
ther  fozgen  three  shrewes :  Pryde,  that 
ay  bloweth  and  encreseth  the  fyr  by  chyd- 
inge  and  wikked  wordes./   Thanne  stent  (4S0) 
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Envye,  and  holdeth  the  hote  iren  upon 
the  herte  of  man  with  a  peire  of  longe 
555  tonges  of  long  ranooor.  /  And  thanne 
stant  the  sinne  of  oontunelie  or  stryf  and 
cheeste,  and  batereth  and  forgeth  by 
yileyns  reprevinges.  /  Certes,  this  onxMd 
Binne  anoyeth  bothe  to  the  man  him-oelf 
and  eek  to  hia  neighebor.  For  sootfaly, 
almost  al  the  harm  that  any  man  dooth 
to  his  neighebore  oomth  of  irratthe.  / 
For  oertes,  ontrageons  wratthe  doth  al 
that  eyere  the  devel  him  oomanndeth; 
for  he  ne  Bparet^  neither  Crist,  ne  his 
swete  mooder.  /  And  in  his  outrageous 
anger  and  Ire,  aUas !  aUas !  ftd  many  oon 
at  that  tjnne  f eleth  in  his  herte  fill  wik- 
kedly,  bothe  of  Orist  and  of  aUe  hise 
halwes.  /  Is  nat  this  a  cnned  vioe?  Yis, 
certea.  Alias !  it  binimeth  fin>m  man  his 
wit  and  his  resoon,  and  si  his  debonaire 
560  lyf  espiritnel  that  sholde  kepen  his  sonle.  / 
Gertes,  it  binimeth  eek  goddes  dne  losd- 
shipe,  and  that  is  mannes  sonle,  and  the 
love  of  hise  neighebores.  It  stxirveth  eek 
alday  agayn  troathe.  It  reveth  him  the 
quiete  of  his  herte,  and  snbverteth  his 
soole.  / 

§  86.  Of  Ire  oomen  thise  stinkinge 
engendrores :  first  hate,  th«t  is  eld 
wratthe;  discord,  thnxjg^  which  a  man 
forsaketh  his  olde  fteend  that  he  hath 
loved  tal  longe.  /  And  thanne  cometh 
werre,  and  every  manere  of  wrong  that 
man  dooth  to  his  neighebore,  in  body  or 
in  cateL  /  Of  this  enrsed  sinne  of  Ire 
oometh  eek  manslanghtre.  And  nnder- 
stonde  wel,  that  homicyde,  that  is  man- 
slatightre,iBindyver8ewyBe.  80m  manere 
(490)  of  homicyde  is  spiritnel,  and  som  is  bodily./ 
Spiritnel  manslanghtre  is  in  six  thinges. 
First,  by  hate ;  as  seint  John  seith,  *  he 
565  that  hateth  his  brother  is  hoxnioyde.*  / 
Homicyde  is  eek  by  bfkkbytinge;  ofwhiohe 
bakbyteres  seith  Salomon,  that  *  they  han 
two  swerdes  with  whiohe  they  sleen  hir 
*  neighebores.'  For  soothly,  as  wlkke  is  to 
binime  his  good  name  M  his  ly£/  Homi- 
cyde is  eek,  in  yevinge  of  wikked  oonseil 
by  Arande;  as  for  to  sreven  oonseil  to 
areysen  wrongful  costumes  and  taillages./ 
Of  whiohe  seith  Salomon,  *  Leon  rorynge 


and  here  hongry  been  lyke  to  the  omel 
lordahipes,*  in  withholdinge  or  abregyinge 
of  the  shepe  (or  the  hyre),  or  of  the  wages 
of  servsnnts,  or  eUes  in  nsnre  or  in  with- 
drawinge  of  the  nlmesM  of  povre  folk.  / 
For  whioh  the  wyse  man  seith,  *  fwleth 
him  that  almost  dyeth  Ibr  honger* ;  fer 
soothly,  bnt-if  thou  f ede  him,  thou  alaest 
him ;  and  alle  thise  been  deedly  sinnes^  / 
Bodily  manslaaghtrB  is,  whan  thow  aleesi 
him  with  thy  tonge  in  other  manere ;  •■ 
whan  thon  oomandest  to  sleen  a  man,  or 
elles  yevest  him  oonseil  to  sleen  a  nuua.  /  570 
Manslaughtre  in  dede  is  in  fours  maaeves. 
That  oon  is  by  laws ;  right  as  a  jnslMe 
dampneth  him  that  is  ooopable  to  the 
deeth,  Batlat  the  justice  be  war  that  be 
do  it  rightfiilly,  and  that  he  do  it  nat  for 
delyt  to  spille  blood,  but  for  kepin^e  of 
rightwisonosw.  /  Another  homicyde  is, 
that  is  doonfor  neoesdtee,  as  whan  o  man 
sleeth  another  in  his  defendannt,  and 
that  he  ne  may  noon  otherwise  eaoape 
firam  his  owene  deeth.  /  But  certainly, 
if  he  may  escape  withouten  manslanghtre 
of  his  adversarie,  and  sleeth  him,  he  doth 
sinne,  and  he  shai  here  penance  as  for 
deedly  sinne.  /  Eek  if  a  man,  by  cans  or 
aventore,  sheto  an  arwe  <nr  oasto  a  stoon 
with  which  he  sleeth  a  man,  he  is  homi- 
oyde.  /  Bekif  awcmmaabyneoligeiMe  (5Di4 
overlyeth  hir  child  in  hir  sloping,  it  is  " 
homicyde  and  deedly  sinne.  /  Eek  wlian  575 
man  destonibeth  ooncepofon  of  a  child, 
and  maketh  a  womman  outher  barejne 
by  drinkinge  venemonse  herbes,  thvr^h 
whioh  she  may  nat  oonoeyve,  or  sleeth 
a  child  by  drinkes  wilftilly,  or  elles  pnt- 
toth  certeine  material  thinges  in  hir 
secree  places  to  slee  the  child  ;  /  or  eUes 
doth  unkindely  dnne,  by  which  man  or 
womman  ihedeth  hir  nature  in  manero 
or  in  place  ther-as  a  child  may  nat  bo 
conceived ;  or  elles,  if  a  womman  havo 
concejrved  and  hurt  hir^elf,  and  sleeth 
the  child,  yet  is  it  homicyde./  What 
seye  we  eek  of  wommen  that  mordren  bir 
ohndren  for  drede  of  worldly  shame? 
Oertes,  an  horrible  homiqyde./  Homi- 
cyde is  eek  if  a  man  approoheth  to  a 
womman  by  dasir  of  leoheryS)  thoigh 
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which  the  child  is  perissed,  or  dies 
smyteth  a  wommaa  vitingly,  thnrgh 
which  Bhe  leoeth  hir  ohUd.  Alle  thise 
been  hondojrdee  and  horrible  deedly 
sinnes.  /  Yet  oomen  ther  of  Ire  manye 
mo  sinnes,  as  wel  in  word  as  in  thoght 
and  in  dede ;  as  he  that  arretteth  upon 
god,  or  blameth  god,  of  thing  of  which  he 
is  him-self  gilty ;  or  despyseth  god  and 
alio  hise  halwes,  as  doon  thise  onrsede 
580  hasardoan  in  diverse  oontrees.  /  This 
cursed  sinne  doon  th^,  whan  th^  felen 
in  hir  hertes  Ail  wikkedly  of  god  and  of 
hise  halwes./  Also,  whan  they  treten 
nnreverently  the  sacrement  of  the  anter, 
thilke  sinne  is  so  greet,  that  nnnethe 
may  it  been  relesed,  bat  that  the  mercy 
of  god  passeth  alle  hise  werkes ;  it  is  so 
greet  and  he  so  benigne.  /  Thanne  comth 
of  Ire  attiy  angre ;  whan  a  man  is  sharply 
amonested  in  his  shrifte  to  forleten  his 
sinne,  /  than  wole  he  be  angry  and 
answeren  hokerly  and  angrily,  and  deffen- 
den  or  excnsen  his  sinne  by  nnstedefast- 
nesae  ot  his  flesh ;  or  elles  he  dide  it  for 
to  holde  oompanye  with  hise  felawes,  or 
(510)  elles,  he  seith,  the  fend  en^yoed  him ;  / 
or  elles  he  dide  it  for  his  yonthe,  or  elles 
his  oomplezionn  is  so  corageoits,  that  he 
may nat forbore;  orellesitishisdestinee, 
as  he  seith,  nnto  a  oertein  age ;  or  elles, 
he  seith,  it  oometh  him  of  gentillesse  of 
585  hiseanncestres ;  and semUable thinges./ 
Alle  this  xnanere  of  folk  so  wrappen  hem 
in  hir  sinnes,  that  they  ne  wol  nat  deli- 
verehem4iel£  For  soothly,  no  wight  that 
ezcoseth  him  wilftdly  of  his  sinne  may 
nat  been  delivered  of  his  sinne,  til  that 
he  mekely  biknoweth  his  sinne.  /  After 
this,  thanne  oometh  swering,  that  is 
ezpres  agasm  the  oomandement  of  god  ; 
and  this  bifalleth  ofte  of  anger  and  of 
Ire.  /  God  seith  :  *  thou  shalt  nat  take 
the  name  of  thy  lord  god  in  v^yn  or  in 
ydeL*  Also  oore  lord  Jesa  Grist  seith  by 
the  word  of  seint  Ifathew :  '  NdUe  iurart 
onudno :  /  ne  wol  ye  nat  swere  in  alle 
manere;  neither  by  hevene,  for  it  is 
goddes  trone ;  ne  by  erthe,  for  it  is  the 
bench  of  his  feet ;  ne  by  Jerosalem,  for  it 
is  the  citee  of  a  greet  king ;  ne  by  thyn 


heed,  for  thou  mayst  nat  make  an  heer 
whyt  ne  blak.  /  But  seyeth  by  yonre 
word,  "ye,  ye,"  and  "nay,  nay";  and 
what  that  is  more,  it  is  of  yvel,'  seith 
Grist.  /  For  Cristes  sake,  ne  swereth  nat  590 
BO  sinftdly,  in  dismembringe  of  Grist  by 
scale,  herte,  bones,  and  body.  For  certes, 
it  semeth  that  ye  thinke  that  the  onrsede 
Jewes  ne  dismembred  nat  y-nongh  the 
precioose  persone  of  Crist,  bnt  ye  dis- 
membre  him  more.  /  And  if  so  be  that 
the  lawe  oompelle  yow  to  swere,  thanne 
role  yfm  after  the  lawe  of  god  in  yoxa% 
swering,  as  seith  Jeremye  quarto  eapUulOt 
*Iurabi$inverUate,iniudieioetiniu9lieia: 
thoa  shalt  kepe  three  oondioions;  then 
shalt  swere  in  troathe,  in  doom,  and  in 
rightwisnesse.' /  This  is  to  seyn,  thoa 
shalt  swere  sooth ;  for  every  lesinge  is 
agayns  Grist.  For  Crist  is  verray  troathe. 
And  think  wel  this,  that  every  greet 
swerere,  nat  compelled  laweftdly  to  swere, 
the  wocmde  shal  nat  departe  from  his 
hons  whyl  he  nseth  swioh  tmlevefol 
swering.  /  Thoa  shalt  sweren  eek  in 
doom,  whan  then  art  constreyned  by  thy 
domesman  to  witnessen  the  troathe.  /  (530)' 
Bek  thou  shalt  nat  swere  for  envye  ne  for 
favour,  ne  for  mode,  bat  for  rightwis- 
nesse ;  for  dedaradoan  of  it  to  the  wor- 
ship of  god  and  helping  of  thyne  evene- 
cristene.  /  And  therfore,  every  man  that  595 
taketh  goddes  name  in  ydd,  or  folsly 
swereth  with  his  month,  or  elles  taketh 
on  him  the  name  of  Crist,  to  be  called  a 
Cristene  man,  and  liveth  agayns  Cristes 
livinge  and  his  techinge,  alle  they  taken 
goddes  name  in  ydd.  /  Loke  eeJc  what 
seint  Peter  seith,  Actuum  quarto  eapttulo, 

*  Non  eat  aUud  nomen  sub  celo^*  Ac.  *  Ther 
nis  noon  other  name,*  seith  seint  Peter, 

*  nnder  hevene,  yeven  to  men,  in  which 
they  mowe  be  saved  ;*  that  is  to  s^jm,  bat 
the  name  of  Jesa  Crist  /  Take  kepe  eek 
how  that  the  predoas  name  of  Crist,  as 
seith  seint  Paol  ad  PhilipenteB  aecundo^ 

*  In  nomine  Jem^  &o. :  that  in  the  name  of 
Jesa  every  knee  of  hevendy  oreatares,  or 
erthdy,  or  of  belle  sholden  bowe ' ;  for  it 
is  so  heigh  and  so  worshipfol,  that  the 
corsede  feend  in  helle  sholde  tremblen  to 
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heren  it  y-nempned.  /  Thaxme  sexneth 
it,  that  men  that  sweren  so  horribly  by 
his  blessed  name,  that  they  despyse  him 
more  boldely  than  dide  the  cnrsede  Jewes, 
or  elles  the  devel,  that  tiembleth  whan 
he  hereth  his  name.  / 

§  86.   Now  certes,  sith  that  swering, 
but-if  it  be  laweftilly  doon,  is  so  heighly 
deffended,  mache  worse   is   foiswering 
<^oo  falsly,  and  yet  nedelees.  / 

§  67.  What  soye  we  eek  of  hem  that 
delyten  hem  in  swering,  and  h  olden  it  a 
gentrie  or  a  manly  dede  to  swere  grete 
othes  ?  And  what  of  hem  that,  of  verxay 
nsage,  ne  cesse  nat  to  swere  grete  othes, 
al  be  the  canse  nat  worth  a  straw? 
Cert-es,  this  is  horrible  sinne.  /  Sweringe 
sodeynly  with-onte  avysement  is  eek  a 
sinne.  /  Bat  lat  ns  go  now  to  thilke 
horrible  swering  of  adjuracioon  and  oon- 
joracioiuL,  as  doon  thise  false  enchann- 
tours  or  nigromanciens  in  bacins  Ail  of 
water,  or  in  a  bright  swerd,  in  a  cerole, 
or  in  a  fyr,  or  in  a  shnlder-boon  oi  a 
sheep./  I  can  nat  seye  bat  that  they 
doon  cnrsedly  and  damnably,  sgayns 
(530)  Crist  and  al  the  feith  of  holy  ohirohe.  / 

§88.  What  seye  we  of  hem  that  bileven 
in  divynailes,  as  by  flight  or  by  noyse  of 
briddes,  or  of  bestes,  or  by  sort,  by  geo- 
xnancie,  by  dremes,  by  chirkinge  of  dores, 
or  crakkinge  of  houses,  by  gnawynge  of 
605  rattes,  and  s  wich  manors  wrecchednesse  ?/ 
Certes,  al  this  thing  is  deffended  by  god 
and  by  al  holy  chirche.  For  which  they 
been  acursed,  til  they  come  to  amende- 
ment,  that  on  swich  filthe  setten  hir 
bileve./  Charmesforwoondesormaladye 
of  men,  or  of  bestes,  if  they  taken  any 
effect,  it  may  be  peraventore  that  god 
sniFreth  it,  for  folk  sholden  yeve  the  more 
feith  and  reverence  to  his  name.  / 

§  89.  Now  wol  I  speken  of  lesinges, 
which  generally  is  faia  signiflcacioan  of 
word,  in  entente  to  deoeyven  his  evene- 
cristene.  /  Som  lesinge  is  of  which  ther 
oomth  noon  avantage  to  no  wight :  and 
som  lesinge  torneth  to  the  ese  or  profit  of 
o  man,  and  to  disese  and  damage  of 
another  man.  /  Another  lesinge  is  for 
to  saven  his  lyf  or  his  cateL    Another 


lesinge  comth  of  delyt  for  to  lye,  in  which 
delyt  ihey  wol  forge  a  long  tale,  and 
peynten  it  with  alle  circmnstaanoes, 
where  al  the  ground  of  the  tale  is  fata.  /  Cm 
Som  lesinge  oomth,  for  he  wole  sostene 
his  word;  and  som  lesinge  oomth  of 
reoohelesnesse,  with-oaten  avysement  ,- 
and  semblable  thinges.  / 

§  40.  Lat  us  now  touohe  the  vyee  of 
flateringe,  whioh  ne  oomth  nat  gladly  bat 
for  drede  or  for  ooveitise.  /  FUteiye  is 
generally  wrongful  preisinge.  Flatereres 
been  the  develes  nonces,  that  nonssen 
hise  children  with  nulk  of  loaangeria  / 
For  sothe,  Salomon  seith,  that  *  flaterie  is 
wors  than  detracoioun.'  For  aam-tymB 
detracoion  laaketh  an  hantein  man  be 
the  more  humble,  for  he  dredeth  detiao* 
oion ;  but  certes  flatexye,  that  maketh  a 
man  to  enhaunoen  his  herte  and  lus 
contenaunoe.  /  flatereres  been  the  de-  C54r) 
veles  enchauntonrs ;  for  they  make  a 
man  to  wene  of  him-self  be  lyk  that  he 
nis  nat  lyk.  /  They  been  lyk  to  Judas  615 
that  bitraysed  [god ;  and  thise  fiatexeies 
bitraysen]  a  man  to  sellen  him  to  his 
enemy,  that  is,  to  the  devoL  /  Flatereres 
been  the  develes  ohapelleyns,  that  singen 
evere  Plac^H}.  /  I  rekene  flateiye  in  the 
vyces  of  Ire ;  for  oAe  tyme,  if  o  man  be 
wrooth  with  another,  thanne  wol  he 
flatere  som  wight  to  sostene  him  in  his 
querele.  / 

§  41.  Speko  we  now  of  swich  oursiage 
as  comth  of  irons  herte.  Malisoan  gener* 
ally  may  be  seyd  evezy  maaer  power  of 
harm.  Swich  cursinge  bireveth  maa  fto 
the  regne  of  god,  as  seith  seint  FaaL  / 
And  ofte  tyme  swich  coxsinge  wrongftiUy 
retometh  agayn  to  him  that  oorseth,  as 
a  brid  that  retometh  agayn  to  his  owene 
nest  /  And  over  alle  thing  men  oghten  6« 
eschowe  to  oursen  hir  children,  and  yeven 
to  the  devel  hir  engendrore,  as  ferfiorth 
as  in  hem  is ;  cartes,  it  is  greet  peril  and 
greet  sinne.  / 

§42.  lAt  us  thanne  q^eken  of  chjdinge 
and  reproohe,  whiche  been  Ail  gxete 
woundes  in  maanes  herte ;  for  they  nn- 
sowen  the  semes  of  frendshipe  in  maanes 
herte.  /    For  certes,  unnethes  zni^  a  man 
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pleynly  been  aooorded  with  him  that 
haih  him  openly  revyled  and  repreved  in 
difoUMmdre.  This  id  a  ftil  gruily  sinne, 
aa  Gri£t  aeith  in  the  gospel.  /  And  tak 
kepe  now,  that  he  that  repreyeth  his 
neigheboTf  oather  he  repreveth  him  by 
8om  hann  of  peyne  that  he  hath  on  his 
body,  as  ^mesel,'  *croked  harlot,'  or  by 

55t>)  9om  sinne  that  he  dooth.  /  Now  if  he 
repreTe  him  by  harm  of  peyne,  thanne 
tameth  the  repreve  to  Jesa  Crist;  for 
poyne  is  sent  by  the  rightwys  sonde  of 
god,  and'by  his  snffranoe,  be  it  meselrie, 

C2S  or  maheym,  or  maladye.  /  And  if  he 
repreve  him  nnoharitably  of  sinne,  as, 

*  thou  holonr,*  'thoa  dronkelewe  harlot,' 
and  so  forth ;  thanne  aperteneth  that  to 
the  r^joysinge  of  the  devel,  that  evere 
hath  joye  that  men  doon  sinne.  /  And 
certes,  chjrdinge  may  nat  come  bat  ont  of 
a  vileyns  herte.  Eor  after  the  habon- 
danee  of  the  herte  speketh  the  month  fVil 
ofte.  /  And  ye  shnl  nndeistonde  that 
loke,  by  any  wey,  whan  any  man  shal 
chastyse  another,  that  he  be  war  ftt>m 
ohydinge  or  reprevinge.  For  trewely,  bat 
he  be  war,  he  may  fbl  lightly  qoiken  the 
fyr  of  angre  and  of  wratthe,  which  that 
he  sholde  qnenohe,  and  per-aventore 
sleeth  him  which  that  he  mighte  chastyse 
with  benignitee.  /    For  as  seith  Salomon, 

*  the  i^«ti<>.iiiA  tonge  is  the  tree  of  lyf,'  that 
is  to  se3m,  of  lyf  espiritnel :  and  sothly,  a 
dealavee  tonge  sleeth  the  spirites  of  him 
that  repreveth,  and  eek  of  him  that  is 
repreved.  /  Lo,  what  seith  seint  Angns- 
tin  :  *  ther  is  no-thing  so  lyk  the  develes 
child  as  he  that  ofte  chydeth.'  Beint  Paid 
seith  eek  :  *  I,  servant  of  god,  bihove  nat 

>3o  to  chyde.'  /  And  how  that  chydinge  be 
a  vileyns  thing  bitwize  alle  manere  folk, 
yet  it  is  oertee  most  nnoovenable  bitwixe 
a  man  and  his  wyf ;  fbr  there  is  nevere 
reste.  And  therfore  seith  Salomon,  *an 
hoos  that  is  uncovered  and  droppinge, 
and  a  ohydinge  wyf,  been  lyke.'  /  A  man 
that  is  in  a  droppinge  hons  in  many 
plaoes,  thon^  he  eschewe  the  droppinge 
in  o  place,  it  droppeth  on  him  in  another 
place ;  so  fiureth  it  by  a  ohydinge  wyf. 
Bat  she  chyde  him  in  o  place,  she  wol 


chyde  him  in  another.  /  And  therfore, 
*  bettre  is  a  morsel  of  breed  with  joye  than 
an  hons  fnl  of  delyoes,  with  chydinge,' 
seith  Salomon.  /  Seint  Paul  seith :  *  O 
ye  wommen,  be  ye  snbgetes  to  yoore 
hoQsbondes  as  bihoveth  in  god ;  and  ye 
men,  loveth  yoore  wyves.'  Ad  CfoHoasensea^ 
tertio,  I  (5^) 

§  48.  Afterward  speke  we  of  soominge, 
which  is  a  wikked  sinne ;  and  namely, 
whan  he  soometh  a  man  for  hise  gode 
werkes.  /  For  certes,  swiche  scomeres  635 
faren  lyk  the  foule  tode,  that  may  nat 
endare  to  smelle  the  sote  savonr  of  the 
vyne  whanne  it  florisshetlL  /  Thise 
scomeres  been  parting  felawes  with  the 
devel ;  for  they  han  joye  whan  the  devel 
winneth,  and  sorwe  whan  he  leseth./ 
They  been  advevsaries  of  Jesa  Crist ;  for 
they  haten  that  he  loveth,  that  is  to  seyn, 
salvacion  of  sonle.  / 

§  44.  Speke  we  now  of  wikked  conseil ; 
for  he  that  wikked  conseil  yeveth  is  a 
traytonr.  For  he  deoeyveth  him  that 
trnsteth  in  him,  vt  Achitcfel  ad  Abiolonem. 
Bat  natheless,  yet  is  his  wikked  conseil 
first  agayn  him-self.  /  For,  as  seith  the 
wyse  man,  every  Ails  livingo  hath  this 
propertee  in  him-self,  that  he  that  wole 
anoye  another  man,  he  anoyeth  first 
him-self.  /  And  men  shnl  andentonde,  640 
that  man  shal  nat  taken  his  conseil  of 
fals  folk,  ne  of  angry  folk,  or  grevoas 
folk,  ne  ot  folk  that  loven  Bi)ecially  to 
mnchel  hir  owene  profit,  ne  to  mnche 
worldly  folk,  namely,  in  conseilinge  of 
sooles.  / 

§  45.  Now  cemth  the  sinne  of  hem  that 
sowen  and  maken  discord  amon^  folk, 
which  is  a  sinne  that  Crist  hateth  oatrely ; 
and  no  wonder  is.  For  he  deyde  for  to 
make  concord.  /  And  more  shame  do 
they  to  Crist,  than  dide  they  that  him 
cracifyede;  for  god  loveth  bettre,  that 
frendshipe  be  amonges  folk,  than  he  dide  * 
his  owene  body,  the  which  that  he  yaf 
for  nnitoe.  Therfore  been  they  lykned 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  been  aboate  to 
maken  discord.  / 

§  46.  Now  comth  the  sinne  of  doable 
tonge ;  swiche  as  speken  faire  bifom  folk, 
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and  wikkecUy  bihinde ;  or  elles  thoy 
maken  semblant  as  though  they  speke 
of  good  entencionn,  or  elles  in  game  and 
pley,  and  yet  they  speke  of  wikked 
(570)  entente.  / 

§  47.  Now  oomth  biwreying  of  ooofleil, 
thnrgh  which  a  man  is  defamed ;  certes, 
645  imnethe  may  he  restore  the  damage.  / 

Now  opmth  manace,  that  is  an  open 
folye ;  for  he  that  ofte  manaoeth,  ho 
threteth  more  than  he  may  perfoome 
fnl  ofte  tyme.  / 

Now  cometh  ydel  wordes,  that  is  with- 
onten  profit  of  him  that  speketh  tho 
wordes,  and  eek  of  him  that  herkneth 
tho  wordes.  Or  elles  ydel  wordes  been 
tho  that  been  nedelees,  or  with-onten 
entente  of  natnrel  profit.  /  And  al-be-it 
that  ydel  wordes  been  pom  tyme  venial 
sinne,  yet  sholde  men  douten  hem ;  for 
we  shnl  yeve  rekeninge  of  hem  bifore 
god./ 

Now  comth  janglinge,  that  may  nat 
been  withoute  sinne.  And,  as  seith 
Salomon,  '  it  is  a  sinne  of  apert  folye.'  / 
And  therfore  a  philosophre  seyde,  whan 
men  axed  him  how  that  men  sholde  plese 
the  peple;  and  he  answerde,  'do  many 
650  gode  werkes,  and  spek  fewe  jangles.'  / 

After  this  comth  the  sinne  of  japeres, 
that  been  the  develes  apes;  for  they 
maken  folk  to  langhe  at  hir  japerie,  as 
folk  doon  at  the  gandes  of  an  ape.  Swiche 
japeres  deffendeth  seint  PaoL  /  Loke 
how  that  vertuoose  wordes  and  holy 
conforten  hem  that  travaillen  in  the 
service  of  Crist;  right  so  conforten  the 
vileyns  wordes  and  knakkes  of  japeris 
hem  that  travaillen  in  the  service  of  the 
devel.  /  Thise  been  the  sinnes  that  comen 
of  the  tonge,  that  comen  of  Ire  and  of 
othere  sinnes  mo.  / 

Seqnltnr  remedlimi  contra  peccatmn  Ire. 

§  48.  The  remedye    agayns   Ire    is    a 

vortn  that  men  olepen  Mansaetude,  that 

is  Debonairetee  ;  and  eek  another  vertn, 

(580)  that  men  callen  Pacience  or  Saffrance.  / 

§  49.  Debonairetee  withdraweth  and 
refreyneth  the  stiringes  and  the  moe- 
vynges  of  mannes  oorage  in  his  herte,  in 


swich  manere  that  th^  ne  skippe  nst 
oat  by  angre  ne  l^  Ire./  Saf&anoe6<5 
snf&eth  swetely  alle  the  anoyannces  and 
the  wronges  that  men  doon  to  man  oixt> 
ward./  Seint  Jerome  seith  thai  of 
debonairetee,  that  *  it  doth  noon  harm  to 
no  wight,  ne  seith;  ne  for  noon  harm 
that  men  doon  or  seyn,  he  ne  eechanfeth 
nat  agayns  his  resoon.*/  This  verta 
som,-tyme  comtii  of  natore ;  tor,  aa  seith 
the  philosophre,  *  a  man  is  a  qoik  Uiing, 
by  nature  debonaire  and  tretaUe  to 
goodnesse  ;  bat  whan  debonairetee  is 
enformed  of  grace,  thanne  is  it  the  more 
worth.'/ 

§  60.  Pacienoe,  that  is  another  remedye 
agayns  Ire,  is  a  verta  that  snffireth 
swetely  every  mannes  goodnesse,  and  is 
nat  wxooth  for  noon  harm  thai  is  doon 
to  him./  The  philosophre  seith,  that 
'pacienoe  is  thilke  vertn  that  soffireth 
debonairely  alio  the  ontrages  of  adver* 
sitee  and  eveiy  wikked  woxtL' /  This  660 
vertn  maketh  a  man  lyk  to  god,  and 
maketh  him  goddes  owene  dere  child,  as 
seith  Grist.  This  vertn  disoonfiteth  thyn 
enemy.  And  therfore  seith  the  wyse 
man,  *  if  thou  wolt  venqnisse  thyn  enemy, 
leme  to  suffire.'  /  And  thou  shalt  ander> 
stonde,  that  man  soffireth  fouxe  manexe 
of  grevances  in  outward  thinges,  agayns 
the  whlohe  foure  he  moot  have  fowe 
manere  of  paoienoes.  / 

§  61.  The  fixste  grevance  is  of  wikkede 
wordes ;  thilke  soffirede  Jesu  Grist  with- 
onten  gruoching,  ful  paciently,  whan  the 
Jewes  despysed  and  reproved  him  ful 
ofte./  Sufl^  thou  therfore  paciently; 
for  the  wyse  man  seith :  *  if  thoa  stryre 
with  a  fool,  though  the  fool  be  wxooth  or 
though  he  laughe,  algate  thou  shalt  have 
no  xeste.'  /  That  other  gxevanoe  oatwaxd  -a^ 
is  to  have  damage  of  thy  cateL  Ther- 
agayns  sufRred  Gxist  ful  paciently,  whan 
he  was  despoyled  of  al  that  he  hadde 
in  thislyf,  and  that  nas  but  hise  clothes.  /  »5 
The  thxidde  grevance  is  a  man  to  hav« 
harm  in  his  body.  That  suffired  Crist 
ful  paciently  in  al  his  passionn.  /  The 
fourthe  grevance  is  in  outrageous  labour 
in  werkes.    Whexfore  I  s^ye,  that  folk 
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that  sukken  hir  nrvants  to  tiaTaiUfiH  to 
gre  vooalj,  or  out  of  t^mo,  a»  on  halydayea, 
soothly  th«!7  do  greet  sinne.  /  Heer* 
agayns  suf&ed  Crist  ftil  pooieatly,  and 
tanghte  ns  padenoe,  whan  he  bar  np-on 
hiB  blisied  ghtilder  the  oroys,  np-on  whieh 
he  sholde  raffren  despitous  deeth.  /  Heer 
may  men  leme  to  be  paoient ;  for  cartes, 
noght  only  Crieten  men  been  paoient  for 
love  of  Jean  Gzist,  and  for  gaerdonn  of 
the  blisfal  lyf  that  is  pecdvxable;  bat 
oertet,  the  olde  pbyena,  that  nevere  were 
Cristene,  oommendeden  and  nseden  the 
vertn  of  paeience.  / 

§  62.  A  philoeophre  np-on  a  tjnoie,  that 
wolde  have  beten  his  disciple  for  his  grete 
trespas,  for  which  he  was  greetly  amoeved, 

670  and  broghte  ayerde  tosooDxge  the  child ;  / 
and  whan  this  child  sangh  the  yerde, 
he  s^yde  to  his  maister, '  whab  thenke  ye 
to  do?'  *I  wol  bete  thee,'  qnod  the 
maister,  *for  thy  correooion.' /  ^For 
sothe/  qnod  the  child,  'ye  oghten  first 
oorreote  yoore-eelf ,  that  han  lost  al  yoore 
paoience  for  the  g^t  of  a  child.*  /  *  lV>r 
sothe, '  qnod  the  maister  al  wepinge,  *  thoa 
seyst  sooth;  have  thon  the  yerde,  my 
dere  sone,  and  oorreote  me  for  myn 
inpacience.*  /  Of  Paoience  oomth  Obe- 
dience, thnrgh  which  a  man  is  obedient 
to  Grist  and  to  alle  hem  to  whiohe  he 

5oo)  oghte  to  been  obedient  in  Grist  /  And 
nnderstond  wel  that  obedience  is  perftt, 
whan  that  a  man  doth  gladly  and  hastily, 
with  good   herte    entierly,  al  that   he 

675  sholde  da  /  Obedience  generally,  is  to 
perfonme  the  doctrine  of  god  and  of  his 
sovereyns,  to  whiohe  him  oghte  to  ben 
obeisannt  in  alle  rightwysnesse.  / 

Seqnitor  de  Acddia. 
§  68.  After  the  sinnes  of  Envie  and  of 
Ire,  now  wol  I  speken  of  the  sinne  of 
Aocidia  For  Envye  blindeth  the  herte 
of  a  man,  and  Ire  tronUeth  a  man ;  and 
Accidie  maketh  him  hevy,  thoghtAil,  and 
wrawe.  /  Envye  and  Ire  maken  bitter^ 
nesse  in  herte;  which  bittemease  is 
moder  of  Accidie,  and  binimeth  him  the 
love  of  alle  goodnesse.  Thanne  is  Accidie 
the angoisshofa  trouble  herte;  andseint 


Angostin  ^th  :  *  it  is  anoy  of  goodnesse 
and  joyo  of  harm.*  /  Certes,  this  is  a 
dampnaUe  sinne ;  for  it  doth  wrong  to 
Jesa  Crist,  in-as-mnohe  as  it  binimeth 
the  service  that  men  oghte  doon  to  Crist 
with  alle  diligence,  as  seith  Salomon.  / 
But  Accidie  dooth  no  swich  diligence; 
he  dooth  alle  thing  with  anoy,  and  with 
wrawnesse,  slaknesse,  and  exonsacionn, 
and  with  ydelnesseand  tmlnst ;  for  which 
the  book  seith :  *  acnrsed  be  he  that  doth 
the  servioe  of  god  neeligently.'  /  Thanxie  680 
is  Accidie  enemy  to  everioh  estaat  of  man ; 
for  certes,  the  estaat  of  man  is  in  three 
maneres./  Onther  itisth'estaatof  inno> 
oence,  as  was  th'estaat  of  Adam  bifom 
that  he  fll  into  sinne;  in  which  estaat 
he  was  holden  to  wirohe,  as  in  hexyinge 
and  adonringe  of  god.  /  Another  estaat 
is  the  estaat  of  sinfal  men,  in  which 
estaat  men  been  holden  to  laboore  in 
preyinge  to  god  for  amendement  of  hir 
sinnes,  and  that  he  wole  grannte  hem  to 
arysen  out  of  hir  sinnes.  /  Another 
estaat  is  th'estaat  of  grace,  in  which 
estaat  he  is  holden  to  werkes  of  penitence ; 
and  ceriies,  to  alle  thisethinges  is  Accidie 
enemy  and  eontrarie.  For  he  loveth  no 
bisinesse  at  aL  /  Now  certes,  this  fonle  (610) 
sinne  Accidie  is  eek  a  fnl  greet  enemy 
to  the  lyflode  of  the  body ;  for  it  ne  hath 
no  pnrveannce  agayn  temporel  necessitee ; 
for  it  forsleweth  and  forslnggeth,  and 
destroyeth  alle  goodes  temporeles  by 
reocheleesnesse.  /  685 

§  64.  The  fonrthethinge  is,  that  Accidie 
is  lyk  to  hem  that  been  in  the  peyne  of 
helle,  by-canse  of  hir  slonthe  and  of  hir 
hevinease ;  for  th^  that  been  dampned 
been  so  bonnde,  that  they  ne  may  neither 
wel  do  ne  wel  thinke.  /  Of  Accidie  oomth 
first,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  and  encombred 
for  to  doon  any  goodnesse,  and  maketh 
that  god  hath  abhominacion  of  swich 
Accidie,  as  seith  seint  Johan.  / 

§  65.  Now  comth  Slonthe,  that  wol  nat 
snffire  noon  hardnesse  ne  no  penannce. 
For  soothly,  Slonthe  is  so  tendre,  and  so 
delicat,  as  seith  Salomon,  that  he  wol 
nat  snfire  noon  hardnesse  ne  penannce, 
and  therfore  he  shendeth  al   that   he 
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dooth.  /  Agmyna  this  roten-hetted  >inne 
of  Accidie  and  Slouthe  aiholde  men  exer- 
cise hem-self  to  doon  gode  'werkes,  and 
manly  and  vertaoTuiy  oaocfaen  oora^  wel 
to  doon ;  thinking  that  onre  lord  Jesa 
Crist  qnjrteth  evexy  good  dede,  be  it  never 
so  Ijte.  /  Usage  of  labour  is  a  greet 
thing ;  for  it  mc^eth,  as  seith  seint  Ber- 
nard, the  laborer  to  have  stronge  armes 
and  harde  sinwee ;  and  Slonthe  moketh 

690  hem  feble  and  tendre.  /  Thanne  oomth 
dredo  to  biginne  to  yreatke  any  gode 
werkes ;  for  certes,  he  that  is  enclyned 
to  sinne,  him  thinketh  it  is  so  greet  an 
^mpxyse  for  to  undertake  to  doon  werkes 
of  goodnesse,  /  and  casteth  in  his  herte 
that  the  oircumstaunoes  of  goodnease 
been  so  grevonse  and  so  dhargeannt  for 
to  snfire,  that  he  dar  nat  undertake  to 
do  werkes  of  goodnease,  as  seith  seint 
Gregorie.  / 

§  56.  Now  oomth  wanhope,  that  is  de- 
speir  of  the  meroy  of  god,  that  oomth 
somtyme  of  to  mndio  outrageous  sorwe, 
and  somtyme  of  to  muohe  drede :  imagin- 
inge  that  he  hath  doon  so  muche  sinnSf 
that  it  wol  nat  availlen  him,  though  he 
wolde  repenten  him  and  forsake  sinne:/ 
thurgh  which  despeir  or  drede  he  abaun- 
doneth  al  his  herte  to  every  manor  sinne, 
(610)  as  seith  seint  Augnstin.  /  Which  damp- 
nable  sinne,  if  that  it  continue  un-to  his 

695  ende,  it  is  oleped  sinning  in  the  holy  gost.  / 
This  horrible  sinne  is  so  perilous,  that  he 
that  is  despeired,  ther  nis  no  felonye  ne 
no  sinne  that  he  douteth  for  to  do;  as 
shewed  wel  by  Judas.  /  Gertes,  aboven 
alle  sinnes  thanue  is  this  sinne  most 
displesant  to  Grist,  and  most  adversarie.  / 
Soothly,  he  that  despeireth  him  is  lyk  the 
coward  ohampioun  recreant,  that  seith 
oreant  withoute  neda.  Alias!  alias! 
nedeles  is  he  recreant  and  nedeles  de- 
speired. /  Gertes,  the  meroy  of  god  is 
evere  redy  to  evexy  penitent,  and  is 
aboven  alle  hise  werkes./  Alias!  can 
nat  a  man  bithinke  him  on  the  gospel  of 
seint  Luk,  15.,  where-as  Crist  seith  that 
'  as  wel  shal  ther  be  joye  in  hevene  upon 
a  sinful  man  that  doth  penitence,  as 
up-on  nynety  and  nyne   rightfU   men 


that  neden  no  penitenoef  *  /  Loke  fortber,  ^^ 
in  the  same  gospel,  the  joye  and  the 
feste  of  the  gode  man  that  hadde  lost  his 
sone,  whan  his  sone  with  repentaunce 
was  retoumed  to  his  &der.  /  Oan  they 
nat  remembren  hem  eek,  that,  as  setth 
seint  Luk  xxUP  eapttMlo,  how  that  the 
theef  that  was  hanged  bisyde  Jesa  Crist, 
sqyde:  *Lord,  remembre  of  me,  whan 
thou  oomest  in-to  thy  regne?'/  *For 
sothe,*  seyde  Grist,  *  I  BejPe  to  thee,  to-day 
shaltow  been  with  me  in  Tandjf  / 
Gertes,  ther  is  noon  so  horrible  sinne  of 
man,  that  it  ne  may,  in  his  lyf^  be  de- 
stroyed by  penitence,  thuigh  vertu  of 
the  passion  and  of  the  deeth  of  Grist  /  {6f 
Alias  I  what  nedeth  man  thanne  to  been 
despeired,  sith  that  hismerqy  so  redy  is  and 
huge?  .^e  and  have.  /  Thanno  oometh  p« 
Sompnolence,  that  is,  sluggy  slonxbringe, 
which  maketh  a  man  behevy  and  dul,  in 
body  and  in  soule ;  and  this  sinne  oomth 
of  Slouthe.  /  And  oertes,  the  tyme  that, 
by  wey  of  x«so>nn,  men  sholdo  nat  slepe, 
that  is  by  the  morwe ;  bnt-if  ther  were 
cause  resonable.  /  For  soothly,  the  morwe- 
tyde  is  most  oovenable^  a  man  to  seye  bis 
preyeres,  and  for  to  thinken  on  god,  and 
for  to  honoure  god,  and  to  yeven  almesse 
to  the  povre,  that  first  oometh  in  the 
nameof  Grist/  Lo !  what  seith  Salomon : 
*  who-Bo  wolde  by  the  morwe  awaken  aad 
sake  me,  he  shal  finds.'  /  Thanne  otHneth 
Nedigenoe,  or  recdhetesnesse,  that  rek- 
keth  of  no-thlng.  And  how  that  igno- 
raunce  be  moder  of  alle  hann,  oertes, 
Nedigenoe  is  the  norioe./  Nedigenoe  ;tn 
ne  doth  no  fors,  whan  he  shal  doon  a 
thing,  whether  he  do  it  wed  or  baddely.  / 
§  67.  Of  the  remedie  of  thtse  two  sinnes. 
as  seith  the  wyse  man,  that  *he  that 
dredeth  god,  he  spareth  nat  to  doon  that 
him  oghte  doon.'  /  And  he  that  loveth 
god,  he  wd  doon  diligence  to  pleae  god 
by  his  werkes,  and  abaundone  him-self; 
with  al  his  might,  wd  for  to  doon./ 
Thanne  oomth  ydelnesse,  that  is  the  yste 
of  alle  harmes.  An  ydd  man  is  lyk  to 
a  plaoe  that  hath  no  walles ;  the  develes 
may  entve  on  evexy  9yde  and  sheten  at 
him  at  discovert,  by  temptadon  on  evezy 
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40)  ayde.  /  This  ydelneMe  is  the  thimok  of 
alle  vikked  and  ylleyns  thoghtes,  and  of 

715  alle  jani^lee,  trnfles,  and  of  alio  ordnxe.  / 
Gertes,  the  hevene  if  yeyen  to  hem  that 
wol  labonren,  and  nat  to  ydel  folk.  Eek 
David  eeith :  that  'they  ne  been  nat  in 
the  labour  of  men,  ne  they  shnl  nat  been 
whipped  with  men,'  that  ia  to  s^yn,  in 
pnxgatorie.  /  Certes,  thaone  aemeth  it, 
th^  flhnl  be  tonnented  vith  the  devel 
in  helle,  bat-if  th^  doon  penitence.  / 

§  M.  Thanne  oomth  the  nnne  that 
men  dlepen  TardiUu,  as  vhan  a  man  is 
to  latxede  or  taryinge,  er  he  wole  tome 
to  god ;  and  oertes,  that  is*  greet  folye. 
He  is  lyk  to  him  that  fiOleth  in  thedioh, 
and  wol  nat  arysa/  And  this  vyoe 
comth  of  a  fals  hope,  that  he  thinketh 
that  he  shal  live  longe;  bat  that  hope 
failethftUofte./ 

§  69.  Thanne  oomth  Laohesie ;  that  is 
he,  that  whan  he  biginneth  any  good 
werk,  anon  he  shal  forleten  it  and  stinten ; 
as  doon  they  that  han  any  wight  to 
goveme,  and  ne  taken  of  him  na-mora 
kepe,  anon  as  th«y  finden  any  oontrarie 

710  or  any  anoy.  /  Thise  been  the  newe 
shepherdes,  that  leten  hir  sheep  witingly 
go  renne  to  the  wolf  that  is  in  the  fareres, 
or  do  no  fors  of  hir  owene  govemaunee.  / 
Of  this  oomth  poverte  and  destnicoioan, 
bothe  of  spiritnel  and  temporel  thinges. 
Thanne  oomth  a  manere  ooLdnesse,  that 
freseth  al  the  herte  of  man.  /  Thanne 
oomth  ondevoeioon,  thnxgh  which  a  man 
is  so  blent,  as  seith  seint  Bernard,  and 
hath  swiohe  langoor  in  soole,  that  he 
may  neither  rede  ne  singe  in  holy  ohirohe, 
ne  here  ne  thinke  of  no  devodonn,  ne 
travaille  with  hise  handes  in  no  good 
werk,  that  it  nis  him  nnsavoiy  and  al 
apalled.  /  Thanne  wezeth  he  slow  and 
slombxy,  and  sone  wol  be  wrooth,  and 

350)  sone  is  enclyned  to  hate  and  to  envye.  / 
Thanne  oomth  the  sinne  of  worldly  sorwe, 
swioh  as  is  deped  tHtUdOj  that  sleeth 

725  man,  as  seint  Ft^nl  seith.  /  For  oertes, 
swioh  sorwe  werketh  to  the  deeth  of 
the  soole  and  of  the  body  also ;  for  thex^ 
of  oomth,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his 
owene  lyf./  'Wherfore  swioh  sorwe  short- 


eth  ftd  ofte  the  lyf  of  a  man,  er  that  his 
tyme  be  oome  by  wey  of  kinde.  / 

Remedimn  contra  peccatum  Accidie. 

f  60.  Agayns  this  horrible  sinne  of 
Aooidie,  and  the  branches  of  the  same, 
ther  is  a  vertn  that  is  called  Fortitudo 
or  Strengthen  that  is,  an  a£feocionn 
thnrgh  which  a  man  despyseth  anoyous 
thingeSL  /  This  verta  is  so  mighty  and 
so  vigorous,  that  it  dar  withstonde 
mightily  and  wjrsely  kepen  him-self  firo 
perils  that  been  wikked,  and  wrasUe 
agayn  the  asnntes  of  the  deveL  /  For  it 
enhannceth  and  enforoeth  the  soole,  right 
as  Accidie  abateth  it  and  maketh  it 
f»hle.  Fox  tkoB  FortUudo  mayendoreby 
long  soffiraonce  the  travailles  that  been 
covenableb  /  730 

§  61.  This  verto  hath  manye  spaces; 
and  the  firste  is  cleped  Hagnanimitee, 
that  is  to  seyn,  greet  corage.  For  certes, 
ther  bihoveth  greet  corage  agains  Accidie, 
lest  that  it  ne  swolwe  the  soole  by  the 
sinne  of  sorwe,  or  destroye  it  by  wan* 
hope.  /  This  verto  maketh  folk  to  onder« 
take  haxde  thinges  and  grevoose  thinges, 
by  hir  owene  wil,  wysely  and  resonably./ 
And  for  as  mnchel  as  the  devel  fightefh 
agayns  a  man  more  by  qosyntise  and  by 
sleighte  than  by  strengths,  therfore  men 
shal  withstonden  him  by  wit  and  by 
resoon  and  by  disorecioon.  /  Thanne  am 
ther  the  vertoes  of  feiih,  and  hope  in  god 
and  in  hise  seintes,  to  acheve  and 
acomplice  the  gode  werkes  in  the  whicho 
he  poxposeth  fermely  to  continue.  /  (660) 
Thanne  oomth  seoretee  or  sikemease; 
and  that  is,  whan  a  man  ne  dooteth  no 
travaille  in  tyme  oominge  of  the  gode 
werkes  that  a  man  hath  bigonne.  /  735 
Thanne  comth  Magnificence,  that  is  to 
seyn,  whan  a  man  dooth  and  perfoometh 
gx«te  werkes  of  goodnesse  that  he  hath 
bigonne ;  and  that  is  the  ende  why  that 
men  sholde  do  gode  werkes ;  for  in  the 
aoomplissinge  of  grete  goode  werkes  lyth 
the  grete  goerdoon./  Thanne  is  ther 
Constaonce,  that  is,  staUenesse  of  corage ; 
and  this  sholde  been,  in  herte  by  stedefiist 
feith,  and  in  month,  and  in  beringe,  and 
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hi  chere  luid  in  dede.  /  Eke  ther  been 
mo  speciale  zemedies  agains  Aooidie,  in 
diverse  werkee,  and  in  oonsideraoiotm  of 
the  peynes  of  helle,  and  of  the  joyes  of 
hevena,  and  in  trust  of  the  graoe  of  the 
holy  goostf  that  wole  yeve  him  might  to 
perfonme  his  gode  entente.  / 

Seqaitor  de  Anaricia. 
§  62.  After  Accidie  wol  I  speke  of 
Avarice  and  of  €k>Yeiti8e,  of  which  sinne 
seith  seint  Fanle,  that  *  the  rote  of  alle 
harmes  is  Coveitise' :  Ad  Timotkeum,  aexio 
capituU).  I  For  soothly,  whan  the  herte 
of  a  man  is  oonfonnded  in  it-self  and 
troubled,  and  that  the  soole  hath  lost  the 
confort  of  god,  thanne  seketh  he  an  ydel 

740  solas  of  worldly  thinges.  / 

§  68.  Avarice,  after  the  desoripoion  fA 
seint  AugasUn,  is  likenrasnesse  in  herte 
to  have  erthely  thinges.  /  8om  other 
folk  seyn,  that  Avarice  is,  for  to  poz^ 
ohacen  manye  erthely  thinges,  and  no- 
thing yeve  to  hem  that  han  node.  /  And 
nnderstond,  that  Avarice  ne  stant  nat 
only  in  lond  ne  catel,  bat  somtyme  in 
science  and  in  gloria,  and  in  every  manere 
of  oatrageons  thing  is  Avarice  and 
Goveitise.  /  And  the  difference  bitwise 
Avarice  and  Goveitise  is  this.  Goveitise 
is  for  to  oovelte  swiohe  thinges  as  thou 
hast  nat ;  and  Avarice  is  for  to  withhdlde 
and  kepe  swiche  thinges  as  thou  hast, 
(670)  with-oate  rightfdl  nede.  /  Soothly,  this 
Avarice  is  a  sinne  that  is  fill  dampnable ; 
for  al  holy  writ  cnrseih  it,  and  speketh 
agayns  that  vyoe ;  for  it  dooth  wrong  to 

745  Jesa  Grist  /  For  it  bireveth  him  the 
love  that  men  to  him  owen,  and  tumeth 
it  bakward  agayns  alle  resoon ;  /  and 
maketh  that  the  avaricious  man  hath 
more  hope  in  his  catel  than  in  Jesn  Grist, 
and  dooth  more  observance  in  kepinge  of 
his  tresor  than  he  dooth  to  service  of 
Jesa  Grist  /  And  therfore  seith  seint 
Fanl  ad  jS^Astiof,  ^tiinto,  that  *an 
avarioioas  man  is  in  the  thraldom  of 
ydolatrie.*  / 

§  6i.  What  difference  is  bitwixe  an 
ydolastre  and  an  avarioions  man,  bat 
that  an  ydolaatre,  per  aventore,  ne  hath 


bat  o  mawmet  or  two,  and  the  avaiicioos 
man  hath  manye?  For  oertea,  every 
florin  in  his  eoflre  is  his  mawmet.  /  And 
oertes,  the  sinne  o^  Ifawmetvye  is  the 
flrste  thing  that  €k>d  deffended  in  the  ten 
oomanndments,  as  bereth  witneeae  JBxodi, 
eapUvioxafixl  'ThoashalthavenofiUse  79^ 
goddes  bifore  me,  ne  thon  sihalt  make 
to  thee  no  grave  thing.*  Hbnm  is  an 
avarioicms  man,  that  loveth  his  tresor 
bifom  god,  an  ydolastre,  /  tfanrgfa  this 
eorsed  sinne.  of  Avario&  Of  Goveitise 
comen  thise  harde  lordshipes,  thaigh 
whiche  men  been  distreyned  by  ^Stages, 
onstomes,  and  oariages,  more  than  hir 
dnetee  or  xeeoan  is.  And  eek  they  taken 
of  hir  bonde-men  amerdments,  whiche 
migfaten  more  resonably  ben  oleped 
SKtorcions  than  amerQiment&  /  Of  whiche 
ameroiments  and  raonaoninge  of  bonde> 
men,  somme  lordes  stywardes  seyn,  that 
it  is  rightfyd;  for^as-^nnehe  as  a  cherl 
hath  no  temporel  thing  that  it  ne  is  his 
lordes,  as  they  seyn.  /  Bat  certes,  thise 
lordshipes  doon  wrong,  that  birewn  hir 
bonde-folk  thinges  that  they  nevere  yave 
hem :  Auffut/tHiHut  de  CivUaU,  Ubro  mmo.  /  (68d 
Sooth  is,  that  the  oondicicon  of  thraldom 
and  the  flrste  cense  of  thraldom  is  for 
sinne;  Qme&ky  qukdo.  /  755 

§  66.  Thus  may  ye  seen  that  tbe  gflt 
diflsorveth  thraldom,  bat  nat  na/bBn.  f 
'Wherlbre  thise  lordes  ne  dudde  nat 
moohe  glcriiyen  hem  in  hir  loidsihipes, 
sith  that  by  natorel  condioion  they  been 
nat  lordes  of  thralles;  bat  for  that 
thraldom  comth  flrst  by  the  desert  of 
sinne.  /  And  farther-over,  ther>as  the 
lawe  seith,  that  temporel  godes  of  bonde- 
folk  been  the  godes  of  hir  lordshipes,  ye, 
that  is  for  to  onderstonde,  the  godes  of 
the  emperoor,  to  deifenden  hem  in  hir 
right,  bat  nat  for  to  robben  hem  ne  reven 
hem.  /  And  therfore  seith  Seneoa :  ^  tfay 
pradence  sholde  live  bezdgnely  vrith  thy 
thralles.*  /  Thilke  that  thoa  olepes*  thy 
thralles  been  goddes  peple ;  for  hnmble  • 
folk  been  Gristes  fireendes;  th^  been 
oontabemial  with  the  lord.  /  r^ 

§  66.  Think  eek,  that  of  swioh  seed  as 
oherles  qiringeth,  of  swich  seed  springen 
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lordM.  Ab  nel  may  the  okerl  be  saved  as 
the  lord.  /  The  same  deeth  that  taketh 
the  eherl,  swich  deeth  taketh  the  lord. 
Whexfoxe  I  xede,  do  right  so  with  thy 
cherl,  as  thou  woldest  that  thy  lord  dide 
with  thee,  if  ihoa  were  in  his pljri./  Eveiry 
cinfnl  man  is  a  oherl  to  sinne.  I  rede 
thee,  eertes,  that  thou,  lord,  werke  in 
swiohe  wyse  with  thy  oherles,  that  they 
rather  lovB  thee  than  drede.  /  Iwootwel 
ther  is  degree  above  degree,  as  reson  is ; 
and  skile  it  is,  that  men  do  hir  devoir 
ther^aa  it  is  dne;  bat  certes,  extoroioinfl 
and  deqpit  of  youre  nnderUnges  is  damp- 
90)  nable.  / 

§•67.  And  fiorther-over  nnderstond  wel, 
that  thise  oonqnerofoxs  or  tiraimts  maken 
fnl  ofle  thxalles  of  hem,  that  been  bom  of 
as  royal  blood  as  been  they  that-  hem 
765  conqaeren.  /  This  name  of  thraldom 
was  nevere  erst  oonth,  til  that  Noe  seyde, 
that  his  sone  Canaan  sholde  be  thral  to 
hise  bretheren  for  his  sinne./  "What 
seye  we  thanne  of  hem  that  pilen  and 
doom  eztoroioDS  to  holy  ohirohe  ?  Certes, 
the  swerd,  that  men  yeven  first  to 
a  knight  whan  he  is  newe  dabbed,  signi* 
fyeth  that  he  sholde  deifenden  holy 
^»^ir«iim^  and  nat  robben  it  ne  pilen  it; 
and  who  so  dooth,  is  traitoar  to  Crist  / 
And,  as  seith  selnt  Aogostin,  *they  been 
the  develes  wolves,  that  stranglen  the 
sheep  of  Jess  Crist';  and  doon  worse 
than  wolves.  /  For  soothly,  whan  the 
wolf  hath  fal  his  wombe,  he  stinteth  to 
strangle  sheep.  Bat  soothly,  the  piloars 
and  destroyoari  of  goddes  holy  chirche 
ne  do  nat  so ;  for  they  ne  stinte  nevere  to 
pile.  /  Now,  as  I  have  seyd,  sith  so  is 
that  sinne  was  first  oaose  of  thraldom, 
thanne  is  it  thos ;  that  thilke  tyme  that 
al  this  world  was  in  sinne,  thanne  was  al 
770  this  world  in  thraldom  and  sal^eceioon./ 
Bat  certes,  sith  the  tjrme  of  grace  cam, 
god  ordeyned  that  som  folk  sholde  be 
more  heigh  in  estaat  and  in  degree,  and 
som  folk  more  lowe,  and  that  everich 
sholde  be  served  in  his  estaat  and  in  his 
degree.  /  And  therfore,  in  somme  oon- 
treos  ther  they  bs^en  thralles,  whan  they 
han  turned  hem  to  the  feith,  they  maken 


hir  thralles  free  oat  of  thraldom.    And 
therfore,  oertes,  the  lord  oweth  to  his 
man  that  the  man  oweth  to  his  lord.  / 
The  Pope  caUeth  him-self  servant  of  the 
servaonts  of  god;   bat  for-as-mache  as 
the  estaat  of  holy  ohirche  ne  mighte  nat 
han  be,  ne  the  oommane  profit  mighte 
nat  han  be  kept,  ne  pees  and  reste  in 
erthe,  bat-if  god  hadde  ordeyned  that 
som  men  hadde  hyer  degree  and   som         * 
men  lower:/  therfore  was  sovereynteo 
ordeyned   to  kepe    and    masmtene  and 
deffenden  hir  anderlinges  or  hir  sabgets 
in  resonn,  as  ferforth  as  it  lyth  in  hir 
power;    and  nat  to  destroyen  hem  ne 
oonfbonde.  /  Wherfore  I  seye,  that  thilke  (700) 
lordes  that  been  lyk  wolves,  that  devoaren 
the  poflsesstoans  or  the  catel  of  povre  folk 
wrongftilly,with-oaten  mercy  or  mesnre,/  775 
theyshal  receyven  by  the  same  mesnre 
that  they  han  mesared  to  povre  folk  the 
mercy  of  Jesa  Crist,  bat-if  it  be  amended.  / 
Kow  oomth  deoeite  bitwixe  marchant  and 
marchant.    And  thow  shalt  anderstonde, 
that  maxchandyse  is  in  two  maneres; 
that  oon  is   bodily,  and  that  other  is 
goostly.    That  oon  is  honeste  and  leveftd, 
and  that  other  is  deshoneste  and  onleve- 
taL/  Of  thilke  bodily  marchandyse,  that 
is  levefol  and  honeste,  is  this ;  that,  there- 
as  god  hath  ordeyned  that  a  regno  or 
a  oontree  is  sofi&saant  to  him-self,  thanne 
is  it  honeste  and  leveftil,  that  of  habnn- 
dannce  of  this  contree,  that  men  helpe 
another  contree  that  is  more  nedy.  /  And 
therfi>re,  ther  mote  been  marchants  to 
bringen  firo  that  o  oontree  to  that  other 
hire  marohandyses.  /    That  other  mar- 
chandise,  that  men  haanten  with  fraade 
and  trecherie  and  deoeite,  with  lesinges 
and  false  othes,  is  oarsed  and  dampnable./  780 
Bspiritael  marchandyse  is  proprely  Sy- 
monye,  that  is,  ententif  desyr  to  byen 
thing    espiritael,    that    is,    thing    that 
aperteneth  to  the  seintoarie  of  god  and  to 
care  of  the  scale.  /    This  desyr,  if  so  be 
that  a  man  do  his  diligence  to  parfoamen 
it,  al-be-it  that  his  de^yr  ne  take  noon 
effect,  yet  is  it  to  him  a  deedly  sinne ; 
and  if  he  be  ordred,  he  is  irregaler.  / 
Certes,    Symonye   is   deped    of  Symon 
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Magna,  that  wolde  han  boght,  for  tem- 
porel  oatel,  the  yifbe  that  god  hadde 
yeven,  by  the  holy  goost,  to  semt  Peter 
and  to  the  apostles./  And  therfore 
nnderstond,  that  bothe  he  that  telleth 
and  he  that  hyeth  thinges  espiritnels, 
been  deped  Symonials ;  be  it  by  oatel,  be 
it  by  procuringe,  or  by  fleshly  preyere 
of  hise  freendes,  fleshly  freendes,  or 
|7zo)  espiritnel  freendes.  /  Fleshly,  in  two 
maneres ;  as  by  kinrede  or  othere  freendes. 
Soothly,  if  they  praye  for  him  that  is  nat 
worthy  and  aUe,  it  is  Symonye  if  he  take 
the  benefice ;  and  if  he  be  worthy  and 
785  able,  ther  nis  noon.  /  That  other  manere 
is,  whan  a  man  or  wonunan  preyen  for 
folk  to  avannoen  hem,  only  for  wikked 
fleshly  affeccionn  that  thsy  tiave  nn-to 
the  peraone ;  and  that  is  fool  Symonye.  / 
Bat  certes,  in  service,  for  which  men 
yeven  thinges  espiritnels  un-to  hir 
servants,  it  moot  been  nnderstonde  that 
the  service  moot  been  honeste,  and  elles 
nat ;  and  eek  that  it  be  with-onten  baiv 
gayninge,  and  that  the  persone  be  able.  / 
For,  as  seith  seint  Damasie,  *alle  the 
sinnes  of  the  world,  at  regard  of  this 
sinne,  am  as  thing  of  noght  * ;  for  it  is 
the  gretteste  sinne  that  may  be,  afber  the 
sinne  of  Lnoifer  and  Anteorist  /  For, 
by  this  sinne,  god  forleseth  the  chirche, 
and  the  soole  that  he  boghte  with  his 
precious  blood,  by  hem  that  yeven 
chirohes  to  hem  that  been  nat  digne.  / 
For  they  putten  in  theves,  that  stelen  the 
sonles  of  Jesn  Christ  and  destroyen  his 
790  patrimoine.  /  By  swiche  nndigne  i»reestes 
and  enrates  han  lowed  men  the  lasse 
reverence  of  the  sacraments  of  holy 
chirche ;  and  swiche  yeveres  of  chirches 
putten  oat  the  children  of  Crist,  and 
patten  in-to  the  chirche  the  develes  owene 
sone.  /  Th^  sellen  the  scales  that 
lambee  sholde  kepen  to  the  wolf  that 
strangleth  hem.  And  therfore  shal  they 
nevere  han  part  of  the  pasture  of  lambes, 
that  is,  the  blisse  of  hevene.  /  Now 
oomth  hasardrye  with  hise  apartenaances, 
as  tables  and  rafles;  of  which  comth 
deceite,  false  othes,  ohydinges,  and  alle 
ravines,  blaspheminge  and  reneyilige  of 


god,  and  hate  of  hise  neii^ebores,  wast  of 
godes,  misspendinge  of  tyme,  and  som- 
tyme  manslaaghtre.  /  Certes,  haaaxdoiLra 
ne  mowe  nat  been  with-oaten  greet  sinne 
whyles  th^  haonte  that  craft.  /  Of  (7:0 
avarice  oomen  eek  lesinges,  thefte,  fids 
witneese,  and  false  othes.  And  ye  shol 
ondexstonde  that  thiae  been  grete  sinnes, 
and  ezpxes  agayn  the  oomaandemenis  of 
god,  as  I  have  seyd.  /  Fsls  witnesse  is  in  795 
word  and  eek  in  dede^  In  word,  as  for  to 
bireve  thy  neighebores  goode  name  by 
thy  fals  witnessing,  or  bireven  him  his 
catel  or  his  heritage  by  thy  &]s  witness- 
ing ;  whan  thoa,  for  ire  or  for  mede,  or 
for  envye,  berest  fids  witnesse,  or  aoeoaest 
him  or  ezcnsest  him  by  thy  fills  witnesses, 
or  elles  ezoosest  thy-self  falsly.  /  Waxe 
yow,  qoestemongeres  and  notaries !  Certes, 
for  fals  witnessing  was  Susanna  in  fol 
gret  sorwe  and  peyne,  and  many  another 
mo.  /  The  sinne  ot  thefte  is  eek  expres 
agayns  goddes  heste,  and  that  in  two 
maneres,  cori>orei  and  espLritasL  /  Cox^ 
porel,  as  for  to  take  thy  neig^ebora  catel 
agayn  his  wil,  be  it  by  foroe  or  fay  sleighte, 
be  it  by  met  or  b7  mesure.  /  fiy  sieling 
eek  of  false  enditements  upon  Imn,  and 
in  borwinge  of  thy  neighebores  oatel,  in 
entente  nevere  to  payan  it  agayn,  and 
semblable  thinges.  /  Espirituel  thefte  is  8ao 
Sacrilege,  that  is  to  seyn,  hurttnge  of  holy 
thinges,  or  of  thinges  sacred  to  Crist,  in 
two  maneres ;  by  reson  of  the  holy  place, 
as  chirches  or  chirohe-hawes,  /  for  which 
evexy  vileyns  sinne  that  men  doon  in 
swiche  places  may  be  oleped  sacrilege,  or 
every  violence  in  the  semUable  places. 
Also,  th^y  that  withdrawen  fieUsIy  the 
rightes  that  longen  to  holy  ohixeheu  / 
And  pleynly  and  generally,  sacrilege  is  to 
reven  holy  thing  firo  holy  plaee,  or  un- 
holy thing  out  of  holy  plaoe,  or  b<jy  thing 
out  of  unholy  plaoe.  / 

Relevacio  contra  peccatum  ATaricie. 

§  68.  Now  shul  ye  ondexstonde,  that 
the  relevinge  of  Avarice  is  misenoorde, 
and  pitee  largely  taken.  And  men 
mighten  axe,  why  that  miserioorde  and 
pitee  is  relevinge  of  Avarice?  /    Certes,  r* 
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the  avBiioioui  man  sheweth  no  pitee  ne 
miserioorde  to  the  nedefnl  man ;  for  he 
del  jieth  him  in  the  kepinge  of  his  tresor, 
and  nat  in  the  rescowinge  ne  relevinge  of 
his  evene-oristene.    And  therfore  spake 

9  I  first  of  miserioorde.  /  Thanne  is  miser- 
icorde,  as  seith  the  philoeophre,  a  vertu, 
by  which  the  oorage  of  man  is  stired 
by  the  misese  of  him  that  is  misesed.  / 
Up^m  which  miserioorde  folweth  pitee, 
in  parfoominge  of  charitable  werkes  of 
miserioorde.  /  And  oertes,  thise  thinges 
uMMven  a  man  to  miserioorde  of  Jesu 
Crist,  that  he  yaf  him-eelf  for  onre  gilt* 
and  soffired  deeth  for  misericorde,  and 
foiigaf  ns  oure  originale  sinnes;  /  and 
therby  releseed  us  fro  the  peynes  of  helle, 
and  amennsed  the  peynes  of  pnrgatorie 
by  penitence,  and  yeveth  grace  wel  to  do, 
and  atte  lasts  the  hlisse  of  heyene.  /  The 
speces  of  miserioorde  been,  as  for  to  lane 
and  for  to  yeve  and  to  foiyeyen  and 
relesse,  and  for  to  han  pitee  in  herte,  and 
oompassionn  of  the  meschief  of  his  evene- 
cristene,  and  eek  to  chastyse  there  as 

o  nede  i&  /  Another  manere  of  remedie 
agayns  Avarice  is  reaonable  largeaae ;  bat 
soothly,  here  bihoveth  the  consideracionn 
of  the  grace  of  Jesa  Crist,  and  of  hise 
temporal  goodes,  and  eek  of  the  godes 
perdnxables  that  Crist  yaf  to  ns ;  /  and 
to  han  remembrance  of  the  deeth  that  he 
shal  reoeyve,  he  noot  whanne,  where,  ne 
how ;  and  eek  that  he  shal  forgon  al  that 
he  hath,  save  only  that  he  hath  desponded 
in  gode  werkes.  / 

§  69.  Bat  for-as-mnohe  as  som  folk  been 
unmesorable,  men  oghten  eschne  fool- 
largesse,  that  men  olepen  wast.  /  Certes, 
he  that  is  fool-large  ne  yeveth  nat  his 
catel,  but  he  leseth  his  oateL  Soothly, 
what  thing  that  he  yeveth  for  veyne 
gloria,  as  to  minstrals  and  to  folk,  for  to 
beren  his  renoan  in  the  world,  he  hath 

)  sinne  theiM>f  and  noon  almeiwe.  /  Cartes, 
he  leseth  foale  his  good,  that  ne  seketh 
with  the  yiite  of  his  good  no-thing  bat 

$  sinn&  /  He  is  lyk  to  an  hors  that  seketh 
rather  to  drinken  drovy  or  trouble  water 
than  for  to  drinken  water  of  the  olere 
welle.  /  And  for-as-mnchel  as  they  yeven 


ther  as  they  sholde  nat  yeven,  to  hem 
aperteneth  thilke  malisoan  that  Crist 
shal  yeven  at  the  day  of  dome  to  hem 
that  shnllen  been  dampned.  / 

Se<p]ltnr  de  Gala. 

§  70.  After  Avarice  eomth  Olotony^ 
which  is  ezpres  eek  agayn  the  oomande- 
ment  of  god.  Glotonye  is  onmesoxable 
appetyt  to  ete  or  to  drinke,  or  elles  to 
doon  y-nogh  to  the  onmesorable  appetyt 
and  desordeynee  coveityse  to  eten  or  to 
drinke.  /  This  sinne  corramped  al  this 
world,  as  is  wel  shewed  in  the  sinne  of 
Adam  and  of  Sve.  Loke  eek,  what  seith 
seint  Paal  of  Glotonye.  /  '  Manye,'  seith 
seint  Fftol,  'goon,  of  whiche  I  have  ofte 
seyd  to  yow,  and  now  I  seye  it  wepinge, 
that  they  been  the  enemys  of  the  croys  of 
Crist ;  of  whiche  the  ende  is  deeth,  and 
of  whiche  hir  wombe  is  hir  god,  and  hir 
glorie  in  oonfbsioan  of  hem  that  so 
saveren  erthely  thinges.'  /  He  that  is  8x> 
osaont  to  this  sinne  of*  Glotonye,  he  ne 
may  no  sinne  withstonde.  He  moot  been 
in  servage  of  alle  vyoes,  for  it  is  the 
develes  herd  ther  he  hydeth  him  and 
resteth.  /  This  sinne  hath  manye  speces. 
The  firsts  is  dronkenesse,  that  is  the 
horrible  sepoltare  of  mannes  resoon  ;  and 
therfore,  whan  a  man  is  drooken,  he  hath 
lost  his  resoan;  and  this  is  deedly  sinne./ 
Bat  soothly,  whan  that  a  man  is  nat 
wont  to  strong  drinke,  and  peraventore 
ne  knoweth  nat  the  strengths  of  the 
drinke,  or  hath  feblesse  in  his  heed,  or 
hath  travailed,  thorgh  which  he  drinketh 
the  more,  al  be  he  sodeynly  oanght  with 
drinke,  it  is  no  deedJy  sinne,  bat  veniaL  / 
The  seoonde  spece  of  Glotonye  is,  that 
the  spirit  of  a  man  wexeth  al  trouble  ;'for 
droDkenesse  bireveth  him  the  discreoiouu 
of  his  wit  /  The  thridde  spece  of  (750} 
Glotonye  is,  whan  a  man  dovoareth  his 
mete,  and  hath  no  rightfol  manere  of 
etinge.  /  The  fourthe  is  whan,  thargh  825 
the  grete  habipidaonce  of  his  mete,  the 
hamooxs  in  his  body  been  destempred.  / 
The  fiflhe  is,  fozyetelnesse  by  to  machel 
drinkinge;    for  which  somtyme  a  man 
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foxyeteth  er  the  morwe  what  he  dide  at 
even  or  on  the  night  bifom.  / 

§  71.  In  other  manere  been  diftinot 
the  speoes  of  Olotonye,  after  eeint  6ke- 
goiie.  The  firste  is,  for  to  ete  bifom 
tyme  to  ete.  The  aeoonde  is,  whan  a  man 
get  him  to  delicat  mete  or  drinke.  /  The 
thrldde  iB,  whan  men  taken  to  mnohe 
over  mesore.  The  fonrthe  is  coriotitee, 
-with  greet  entente  to  maken  and  appa- 
millen  his  mete.  The  flfbhe  is,  for  to  eten 
to  gredily.  /  Thiee  been  the  fyve  fingres 
of  the  develeehand,  by  whiche  he  draweth 
830  folk  to  slnne.  / 

Remedinm  contm  peocatnm  Gule. 

§  72.  Agayns  Glotonye  is  the  remedie 
Abstinence,  as  seith  Galien;  but  that 
holde  I  nat  meritorie,  if  he  do  it  only  for 
the  hele  of  his  bodiy.  Seint  Angostin 
wole,  that  Abstinence  be  doon  for  vertn 
and  with  pacience.  /  Abstinence,  he 
seith,  is  Utel  worth,  bnt-if  a  man  have 
good  wil  ther-to,  and  but  it  be  enforced 
l^  paoienoe  andr  by  oharitee,  and  that 
men  doon  it  for  godes  sake,  and  in  hope 
to  have  the  blisse  of  hevena  / 

§  78.  The  felawes  of  Abstinence  been 
Attemperannce,  that  holdeth  the  mene  in 
alle  thinges:  eek  Shame,  that  esohueth 
alle  deshonestee :  SniAsanoe,  that  seketh 
no  riche  metes  ne  drinkes,  ne  dooth  no 
fors  of  to  oatrageons  i^rparailinge  of 
mete.  /  Mesure  also,  that  restreyneth  by 
resonn  the  deslavee  appetyt  tji  etinge: 
Sobrenesse  also,  that  restreyneth  the 
(760)  outrage  of  diinke :  /  Sporinge  also,  that 
restreyneth  the  delioat  ese  to  sitte  longe 
at  his  mete  and  softely;  wherfore  som 
folk  stonden  of  hir  owene  wil,  to  eten  at 
835  the  lasse  leyser.  / 

Sequitnr  do  Lnziiria. 

§  74.  After  Glotonye,  thanne  oomth 
Lecherie  ;  for  thise  two  sinnes  been  so  ny 
cosins,  that  ofte  tyme  they  wol  nat  de- 
parte.  /  Gk)d  woot,  this  sinne  is  Ail 
displesaunt  thing  to  god;  for  he  seyde 
himself,  *  do  no  lecherie.*  And  therfore 
he  putte  grete  peynes  agayns  this  sinne 
in  the  oldo  lawe./  Ifwommantfaralwere 


taken  in  this  sinne,  she  sholde  be  beten 
with  staves  to  the  deeth.  And  if  she 
were  a  gentil  womman,  she  du4de  be 
slayn  with  stones.  And  if  aiie  were 
a  bisshoppes  doghter,  she  sholde  been 
brent,  by  goddn  oomandemani.  /  For- 
ther  over,  by  the  sinne  of  Lecherie,  god 
dreynte  al  the  world  at  the  diluge.  And 
afber  that,  he  brente  fyve  citees  with 
thonder-lesrt,  and  sank  hem  in-to  helle.  / 
ft  75.  Kow  lat  us  speke  thanne  of  thilke 
stinkinge  sinne  of  Leofaerie  that  men 
olepe  Avontrie  of  wedded  folk,  that  is  to 
seyn,  if  that  oon  of  hem  be  wedded,  or 
elles  botbe.  /  Seint  John  seith,  that  ?^ 
avoutiezs  shuUen  been  in  halle  in  a  stank 
brenninge  of  fyr  and  of  brimston ;  infyr. 
for  the  lechexie;  in  brimston,  for  th« 
stink  of  hir  ordure.  /  Gertes,  the  brekinge 
of  this  sacrement  ib  an  horrible  thing: 
it  was  maked  of  god  him-seif  in  paradys, 
and  oonfermed  by  Jesu  Grist,  as  wit- 
nesseth  seint  Mathew  in  the  go^»el: 
'  A  man  ataX  lete  fiider  and  moder,  and 
taken  him  to  his  wyf,  and  tbay  shnllen 
be  two  in  o  flesh.'  /  This  sacrement  bd- 
tokneth  the  knittinge  togidre  of  Crist 
and  of  holy  ohirche.  /  And  nat  on^ 
that  god  forbad  avontrie  in  dede,  but  e^ 
he  oomanded  that  thou  sholdest  nat 
ooveite  thy  neighebores  wyfl  /  In  this '  w 
heeste,  seith  seint  Augustin,  is  ferbodcn 
aUe  manere  eoveitisa  to  doon  leeherieu 
Lo  what  seith  seint  Mathew  in  tbe  gospel : 
that  *  who'so  seeth  a  womman  tooofveitise 
of  his  Itist,  he  hath  doon  lecherie  with  hir 
in  his  herte.'  /  Here  may  ye  seen  that  &« 
nat  only  the  dede  of  this  ainne  is  for^ 
boden,  but  eek  the  desyr  to  doon  that 
sinne.  /  This  cursed  sinne  anoyeth  gre> 
vonsliche  hem  that  it  haunten.  And  flist, 
to  hir  soule ;  for  he  oblygsth  it  to  sinne 
and  to  peyne  'of  deeth  that  is  perdar> 
able./  Un^tothebodyanoyethitgrevonslx 
also,  for  it  dreyeth  him,  and  wrasteth, 
and  shent  him,  and  of  his  blood  he  maketh 
sacrifyoetothefeend  of  helle;  itwasteth 
his  catel  and  his  substaonee.  /  And 
certes,  if  it  be  a  foul  thing,  a  noan  to 
waste  his  catel  on  wommen,  yet  is  it 
a  fouler  thing  whan  that,  for  swieh  ordnnr. 
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irommen  diBpendeiii  up-on  men  hir  oatel 
and  mbctwmoe.  /  This  sinne,  as  seith 
the  propheto,  bureyeth  man  and  womman 
hir  gode  fame,  and  al  hir  honour ;  and  it 
is  fnl  pleasanxLt  to  the  de^el ;  for  thereby 
-winneth  he  the  moste   partie   id  this 

E50  worhL  /  And  right  as  a  marohant  de- 
lyteth  him  most  in  ohaffiure  that  he  hath 
most  avantege  of,  right  so  delyteth  the 
feend  in  this  ordnra.  / 

{  7a  This  is  that  other  hand  of  the 
devel,  with  l^ve  fingres,  to  eaoche  the 
peple  to  his  vileinye.  /  The  ftrste  finger 
is  the  fool  lookinge  of  the  fool  womman 
and  of  the  fool  man,  that  sleeth,  right  as 
the  basilicok  sleeth  folk  by  the  venim  of 
his  sights ;  for  the  ooyeitise  of  eyen  fol- 
weth  the  coveitise  of  the  herte.  /  The 
seoonde  finger  is  the  vileyns  tonchinge  in 
wikkede  manere;  and  ther-fore  seith 
Salomon,  that  who^o  toocheth  and  hand* 
leth  a  womman,  he  fiureth  lyk  him  that 
handleth  the  sooxpioon  that  stingeth  and 
aodeynly  sleeth  thnrgh  his  en-veniminge ; 
as  who-so  toocheth  warm  pich,  it  shent 

So)  his  fingres./  Thethridde,isfoalewordes, 
that  &reth  lyk  fyr,  that  right  anon  bien- 

^55  neth  the  herte.  /  The  fourths  finger  is 
the  kiflunge ;  and  trewely  he  were  a  greet 
fool  that  wolde  kisse  the  month  of  a  bren- 
ninge  ovene  or  of  a  fonmeya.  /  And 
vaiorQ  fooles  been  thoy  that  kissen  in 
Tileinye ;  for  that  month  is  the  month  of 
helle:  and  namely,  thise  olde  dotardes 
holoars,  yet  wol  they  kiase,  though  they 
may  nat  do,  and  smatre  hem.  /  Certes, 
they  been  lyk  to  honndes ;  for  an  honnd, 
whan  he  oomth  by  the  roser  or  by  othere 
fbnsshes,  though  he  may  nat  pisse,  yet 
wole  he  heve  up  his  leg  and  make  a  oon- 
tenaxmce  to  pisse.  /  And  fot  that  many 
man  weneth  that  he  may  nat  sinne,  for 
no  Ukexousneue  that  he  doth  with  hiswyf ; 
certes,  that  opinion  is  fids.  God  woot, 
a  man  may  sleen  him-self  with  his  owene 
knyf,  and  make  him-4elven  dronken  of 
his  owene  tonne.  /  Certes,  be  it  wyf,  be 
it  child,  or  any  worldly  thing  that  he 
loveth  bifocn  god,  it  is  his  manmet,  and 

{60  he  is  an  ydolastre.  /  Man  aholde  loven 
his  wyf  by  disorecioiin,  pacdently  and 


atemprely ;  and  thanne  is  she  as  though 
it  wwe  his  snstor.  /  The  flfthe  finger  of 
the  develes  hand  is  the  stinkinge  dede  of 
Leoherie.  /  Certes,  the  fyve  fingres  of 
Glotonie  the  feend  put  in  the  wombe 
of  a  man,  and  with  hise  fyre  fyngres 
of  Leoherie  he  gripeth  him  by  the  reynes, 
for  to  throwen  him  in-to  the  fonmeys  of 
heUe ;  /  ther-as  they  shul  han  the  fyr 
and  thewormes  that  evere  shul  lasten 
and  wepinge  and  wailinge,  sharp  hunger 
and  thuxBt,  and  grimnesse  of  deyeles  that 
shuBen  al  to-trede  hem,  with-K>nten  respit 
and  with-outen  ende.  /  Of  Lecherie,  as  (790] 
I  seyde,  sourden  diverse  speces ;  as  fomi- 
oaciona,  that  is  bitwise  man  and  womman 
that  been  nat  maried ;  and  this  is  deedly 
sinne  and  agayns  nature.  /  Al  that  is  865 
enemy  and  destmcoioun  to  nature  is 
agayns  nature.  /  PaHHy,  the  resoun  of 
a  man  telleth  eek  him  wel  that  it  is 
deedly  sinne,  for-a»>muche  as  god  forbad 
Leoherie.  And  aeint  Paul  yeyeth  hem 
the  regne,  that  nis  dewe  to  no  wight  but 
to  hem  that  doon  deedly  sinne.  /  Another 
sinne  of  Leoherie  is  to  birave  a  mayden  of 
hir  maydenhede ;  for  he  that  so  dootb, 
certes,  he  oasteth  a  ma3fden  out  <^  the 
hyeste  degree  that  is  in  thi*  present  lyf,/ 
and  bireveth  hir  thilke  precious  fruit 
that  the  book  olepeth '  the  hundred  fruit.' 
I  ne  can  seye  it  noon  other  weyes  in  Eng^ 
liah,  but  in  Latin  it  highte  Otnieaiinua 
fmOms.  Certes,  he  that  so  dooth  isoause 
of  manye  damages  and  vileinyes,  mo  than 
any  man  can  rekene ;  right  as  he  som- 
tyme  is  oanse  of  alle  damages  that  bestes 
don  in  the  feeld,  that  breketh  the  hegge 
or  the  closure;  thurgh  which  he  de- 
stroyeth  that  may  nat  been  restored.  /  870 
For  oertes,  na-more  may  maydenhede  be 
restored  than  an  arm  that  is  smiten  fro 
the  body  may  retoume  agajm  to  weze.  / 
She  may  have  mercy,  this  woot  I  wel,  if 
she  do  penitence ;  but  nevere  shal  it  be 
that  she  nas  corrupt.  /  And  al-be-it  so 
that  I  have  spoken  somwhat  of  Avontrie, 
it  is  good  to  shewen  mo  perils  that  longen 
to  Avoutrie,  for  to  eschue  that  foule 
sinna  /  Avoutrie  in  Latin  is  for  to  seyn, 
approchinge  of  other  mannes  bed,  thurgli 
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which  tho  that  whylom  weren  o  fleash 
(800)  abaondoiie  hlr  bodyes  to  othere  persones./ 
Of  this  sinne,  as  aeith  the  wyse  man, 
folwen  nxanye  hannos.  First,  brakiBge 
of  feith  ;  and  oertes,  in  feith  is  the  keye 

875  of  Cristendom./  And  whan  that  feith  is 
broken  and  lorn,  soothly  Gristendom  stant 
veyn  and  with-onten  fmit.  /  This  sinne 
is  eek  a  thefte ;  for  thefte  generally  is  for 
to  reve  a  wight  his  thing  agayns  his 
wille.  /  Gertes,  this  is  the  fouleste  thefte 
that  may  be,  whan  a  womman  steleth  hir 
body£rom  hir  honsbonde  and'yeveth  it 
tohireholoortodefoolenhir;  and  steleth 
hir  soole  fro  Grist,  and  yeveth  it  to  the 
deyel.  /  This  is  a  fooler  thefte,  than  for 
to  breke  a  ohirohe  and  stele  the  ohalioe ; 
for  thise  avoatiers  brekeu  the  temple  of 
god  spiritually,  and  stolen  the  vessel  of 
grace,  'that  is,  the  body  and  the  soule,  for 
which  Grist  shal  destroyen  hem,  as  seith 
seint  PaoL  /  Soothly  of  this  thefte 
doated  gretly  Joseph,  whan  that  his 
lordes  wyf  preyed  him  of  vileinye,  whan 
he  seyde,  '  lo,  my  lady,  how  my  lord  hath 
take  to  me  nnder  my  warde  al  that  he 
hath  in  this  world ;  ne  no-thing  of  hise 
thingee  is  out  of  my  power,  bat  only  ye 

i^>  that  been  his  wyf.  /  And  how  sholde 
I  thanne  do  this  wikkednesse,  and  sinne 
so  horribly  agayns  god,  and  agayi^i  my 
lord?  God  it  forbed&'  AUas!  altolitel 
is  swich  tronthe  now  y-founde!/  The 
thridde  harm  is  the  filthe  thnrgh  which 
they  breken  the  oomandement  of  god,  and 
defonlen  the  anctonr  of  matrimoine,  that 
is  Grist.  /  For  certes,  in-so-mnche  as  the 
sacrement  of  manage  is  so  noble  and  so 
digne,  so  muche  is  it  gretter  sinne  for  to 
breken  it;  for  god  made  mariage  in 
paradys,  in  the  estaat  of  innocence,  to 
multiplye  man-kinde  to  the  service  of 
god.  /  And  therfore  is  the  brekinge 
ther-of  more  grevons.  Of  which  brekinge 
oomen  false  heires  ofbe  tyme,  that  wrong- 
fully ocoupyen  folkes  heritages.  And 
therfore  wol  Grist  putte  hem  out  of  the 
rogue  of  hevene,  thai  is  heritage  to  gode 
(810)  folk.  /  Of  this  brekinge  comth  eek  ofte 
tyme,  that  folk  unwar  wedden  or  sinnen 
with  hir  owene  kinrede;    and  namely 


thilke  haxlottes  that  haunten  bordels  of 
thise  fool  wommen,  that  mowe  be  lykned 
to  a  commune  gouge,  where'as  men  pnigen 
hir  ordure.  /  What  seye  we  eek  of  potourB  8^ 
that  Uven  by  the  horrible  sinne  of  pnterie, 
and  oonstreyne  wommen  to  yelden  to 
hem  a  oerteyn  rente  of  hir  bodily  pnterie, 
ye,  somtjrme  of  his  owene  wyf  or  hit 
child ;  as  doon  this  bandes?  Certes, 
thise  been  oursede  sinnes.  /  TJnderatond 
eek,  that  avoutrie  is  set  gladly  in  the  ten 
comandements  bitwixe  thefte  and  man- 
slaughtre;  for  it  is  the  gxetteste  thefte 
that  may  be ;  for  it  is  thefte  of  body  and 
of  soule.  /  And  it  is  lyk  to  homicyde ; 
for  it  kerveth  fr>two  and  breketh  a-two 
hem  that  iirst  were  maked  o  flesh,  and 
therfore,  hy  the  olde  lawe  of  god,  they 
sholde  be  sl^yn.  /  But  nathelees,  by  the 
lawe  of  Jesu  Grist,  that  is  lawe  of  pitee, 
whan  he  seyde  to  the  womman  that  was 
founden  in  avoutrie,  and  sholde  ban  been 
slayn  with  stones,  after  the  wll  of  the 
Jewes,  as  was  hir  lawe  :  *  Oo,'  qnod  Jesu 
Grist,  ^  and  have  na-more  wil  to  sinne  * : 
or,  *  wille  na-moie  to  do  sinne. '  /  Soothly. 
the  vengeaunce  of  avoutrie  is  awarded  to 
the  pejrnes  of  helle,  but-if  so  be  that  it  be 
destourbed  by  penitence.  /  Tet  been  ther  ^  > 
mo  qpeoes  of  this  cursed  sinne ;  as  whan 
that  oon  of  hem  is  religions,  or  eUes 
bothe ;  or  of  folk  that  been  entred  in-to 
ordxe,  as  subdekne  or  dekne,  or  preest,  or 
hospitallers.  And  evere  the  hyer  that 
he  is  in  ordre,  the  gretter  is  the  sinne.  / 
The  thinges  that  gretly  agreggen  hir 
sinne  is  the  brekinge  of  hir  avow  vi 
chastitee,  whan  they  reoeyved  the  ordra/ 
And  forther^ver,  sooth  is,  that  holj 
ordre  is  chief  of  al  the  tresorie  of  god. 
and  his  especial  signs  and  mark  of  chas- 
titee ;  to  shewe  that  they  been  joyned  to 
chastitee,  which  that  is  most  precioos 
lyfthatis./  And  thise  oidred  folk  been 
specially  tytled  to  god,  and  of  the  special 
meynee  of  god;  for  which,  whan  they 
doon  deedly  sinne,  they  been  the  special 
traytoorsofgodandofhispeple;  fbrth^ 
liven  of  the  peple,  to  preye  for  tiie  peple, 
and  whyle  they  been  suche  traitoars,  hir 
proyersavailennat  to  the  peple./  Ptecstes  S: 
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been  ann^efl,  as  hy  the  dignitee  of  hir 
xnisteTye ;  bat  for  flothe,  saiiit  Paul  seith, 
that  *■  Sathanas  transfonneth  him  in  an 

95  anngel  of  lig'ht.'  /  Soothly,  the  preest 
that  hannteth  deedly  sinne,  he  may  be 
lykned  to  the  anngel  of  derknesae  tiane- 
formed  in  the  anngel  of  light ;  he  lemeth 
anngel  of  light,  bnt  for  Bothe  he  is  anngel 
of  derknesse.  /  Swiche  preestes  been  the 
Bones  of  Helie,  as  aheweth  in  the  book  of 
Kingea,  that  th^  weren  the  sones  of 
Belial,  that  is,  the  dereL  /  Belial  is  to 
seyn  *with-oaten  jnge';  and  so  faren 
th^ ;  hem  thinketh  they  been  free,  and 
han  no  jnge,  na-more  than  hath  a  free 
bole  that  taketh  which  cow  that  him 
lyketh  in  the  toon.  /  So  fluen  they  by 
wommen.  For  right  as  a  free  bole  is 
y-nongh  for  ul  a  toan,  right  so  is  a  wikked 
preest  oormpoionn  y-nongh  for  al  a  -pttx- 
isahOfOrforalacontree./  Thise  preestes, 
as  seith  the  book,  ne  oonne  nat  the  mis- 
terie  of  preesthode  to  the  peple,  ne  god 
ne  knowe  they  nat ;  th^  ne  helde  hem 
nat  apayd,  as  seith  the  book,  of  soden 
flesh  that  was  to  hem  oi&ed,  but  they 

00  toke  by  force  the  flesh  that  is  rawe.  / 
Oertes,  so  thise  shrewes  ne  holden  hem 
nat  apayed  of  rested  flesh  and  sode  flesh, 
with  which  the  peple  fedden  hem  in  greet 
rererenoe,  bnt  they  wole  have  raw  flesh 
of  folkes  wyves  and  hir  doghtres.  /  And 
certes,  thise  wommen  that  oonsenten  to 
hir  harlotrie  doon  greet  wrong  to  Giist 
and  to  holy  chirche  and  alle  halwes,  and 
to  alle  sonles ;  for  they  bireven  alle  thise 
him  that  sholde  worshipe  Crist  and  holy 
chirche,  and  preye  for  Cristene  sonles.  / 
And  therfore  han  swiche  preestes,  and 
hir  lemmanes  eek  that  oonsenten  to  hir 
lecherie,  the  T»ftltf*nT\  of  al  the  conrt 
Cristen,  til  they  come  to  amendementi  / 
The  thridde  spece  of  avontrie  is  som-tyme 
bitwise  a  man  and  his  wyf ;  and  that  is 
whan  they  take  no  reward  in  hir  assem- 
hlinge,  bnt  only  to  hire  fleshly  delyt,  as 

30)  seith  seint  Jerome  ;  /  and  ne  rekken  of 
no-thing  bnt  that  they  been  assembled ; 
by-canse  that  they  been  maried,  al  is 

)o5good  y-nongh,  as  thinketh  to  hem.  / 
Bnt  in  swich  folk  hath  the  devel  power, 


as  seyde  the  anngel  Raphael  to  Thobie  ^ 
for  in  hir  assemblinge  they  pntten  Jesn 
Crist  ont  of  hir  herte,  and  yeven  hem-self 
to  alle  ordnre.  /  The  fonrthe  speoe  is, 
the  assemblee  of  hem  that  been  of  hire 
kinrede,  or  of  hem  that  been  of  oon 
affinitee,  or  elles  with  hem  with  whiche 
hir  f^tdres  or  hir  kinrede  han  deled  in  the 
sinne  of  lecherie ;  this  sinne  maketh  hem 
lyk  to  honndes,  that  taken  no  kepe  to 
kinrede.  /  And  oertes,  parentele  is  in 
two  maneres,  oather  goostly  or  fleshly ; 
goostly,  as  for  to  delen  with  hise  god> 
sibbes.  /  For  right  so  as  he  that  engen- 
dreth  a  child  is.his  fleshly  fader,  right  so 
is  his  godfader  his  fSnder  espiritnel.  For 
which  a  womman  may  in  no  lasse  sinne 
assemblen  with  hir  godsi1#han  with  hir 
owene  fleshly  brother.  /  The  flfthe  spece 
is  thilke  abhominable  sinne,  of  which 
that  no  man  nnnethe  oghte  speke  ne 
wryte,  nathelees  it  is  openly  reherced  in 
holy  writ  /  This  cursednesse  doon  men  910 
and  wommen  in  diverse  entente  and  in 
diverse  manere;  bnt  thongh  that  holy 
writ  speke  of  horrible  sinne,  oertes,  holy 
writ  may  nat  been  defouled,  na-more 
than  thesonne  that  shyneth  on  themixen./ 
Another  sinne  aperteneth  to  lecherie, 
that  comth  in  slepinge;  and  this  sinne 
oometh  ofte  to  hem  that  been  maydenes, 
and  eek  to  hem  that  been  corrupt ;  and 
this  sinne  men  olepen  poUncionn,  that 
comth  in  fonre  maneres.  /  Somtyme,  of 
langnissinge  of  body;  for  the  hnmonrs 
been  to  ranke  and  habnndaunt  in  the 
body  cf  man.  Somtyme  of  infermetee ; 
for  the  feblesse  of  the  vertn  retentif,  as 
phisik  maketh  menoionn.  Somtyme,  for 
snrfeet  of  mete  and  drinke.  /  And  som- 
tyme of  vileyns  thpghtes,  that  been  en- 
closed in  mannes  minde  whan  he  goth  to 
slepe;  which  may  nat  been  with-onte 
sinne.  For  which  men  moste  kepen  hem 
wysely,  or  elles  may  men  sinnen  f^  gre- 
vonsly.  /  (8^0: 

Remedium  contra  peccatnm  Lnxnrie. 

§  77.  Now  oomth  the  zemedie  agayns 
Lecherie,  and  that  is,  generally,  Chastitee 
and  Continence,  that  restreyneth  alle  the 
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desordejrnde  moeyinges  that  comen  of 
915  fleshly  talentes.  /  And  evere  the  gretter 
merite  ahal  he  han,  that  most  restreyneth 
the  Trikkede  esohaaflngos  of  the  ordure 
of  this  sixme.  And  this  is  in  two  maneies, 
that  is  to  seyn,  chastitee  in  manage,  and 
chastitee  in  widwehode.  /  Now  shaltow 
nndeiBtonde,  that  matrimoine  is  leefiiil 
assamblinge  of  man  and  of  womman,  that 
reoeyven  by  Tertn  of  the  sacrement  the 
bond,  thnzgh  which  thoy  may  nat  be 
departed  in  al  hir  lyf,  that  is  to  seyn, 
whyl  that  they  liven  bothe.  /  This,  as 
seith  the  book,  is  a  Ail  greet  sacrement. 
Gk>d  maked  it,  as  I  have  soyd,  in  paradys, 
and  wolde  him-self  be  bom  in  manage.  / 
And  for  to  halwen  manage,  he  was  at 
a  weddinge,  ^^ere-as  he  tamed  water 
in>to  wyn ;  which  was  th%  firste  miracle 
that  he  wroghte  in  erthe  bifom  hiae  dis- 
ciples. /  Trewe  effect  of  manage  denseth 
fomicacioon  and  replenisseth  holy  chiiche 
of  good  linage ;  for  that  is  the  ende  of 
manage ;  and  it  ohanngeth  deedly  sinne 
in^  venial  sinne  bitwize  hem  that  been 
y-wedded,  and  maketh  the  hertes  al  oon 
of  hem  that  been  y-wedded,  as  wel  as  the 
pao  bodies.  /  This  is  vem^  manage,  that 
was  establissed  1^  god  er  that  sinne  faigan, 
whan  natnrel  lawe  was  in  his  right  point 
in  paradys ;  and  it  was  ordeyned  that  o 
man  sholde  have  bat  o  womman,  and 
o  womman  bat  o  man,  as  seith  seint 
Aognstin,  by  manye  resonns.  / 

§  7a  First,  for  manage  is  flgored  bi- 
twixe  Crist  and  holy  ohirche.  And  that 
other  is,  for  a  man  ia  heved  of  a  womman  ; 
algate,  by  ordinaance  it  sholde  be  so.  / 
For  if  a  womman  had  mo  men  than  oon, 
thanne  sholde  she  have  mo  hevedes  than 
oon,  and  that  were  an  horrible  thing 
bifom  god;  and  eek  a  womman  nemighte 
nat  plese  to  many  folk  at  ones.  And  also 
ther  ne  sholde  nevere  be  pees  ne  reste 
amonges  hem;  for  everlch  wolde  azen 
his  owene  thing.  /  And  forther-over,  no 
man  ne  sholde  knowe  his  owene  engen- 
drore,  ne  who  sholde  have  his  heritage ; 
and  ibe  womman  sholde  been  the  lasse 
biloved,  fro  the  time  that  she  were  con- 
(850)  joynt  to  many  men.  / 


§  79.  Now  eomth,  how  thai  a 
sholde  here  him  with  his  wyf;  and 
namely,  in  two  thingeSfiJiat  ia  to  seyn  in 
snffinannoe  and  reverence,  as  shewed  Grist 
whan  he  made  fbst  woimnan.  /  ¥or  he  9x5 
ne  made  hir  nat  of  the  heved  of  Adam, 
for  she  sholde  nat  clayme  to  greet  lord- 
shipe.  /  For  thernw  the  womman  hath 
the  maistrie,  she  maketh  to  miiefae 
desray;  ther  neden  none  enaamples  of 
this.  The  experience  of  day  by  day  og:hte 
saffyse.  /  Also  oertes,  god  ne  made  nat 
womman  of  the  foot  of  Adam,  for  she  ne 
sholde  nat  been  holden  to  lowe ;  for  she 
can  nat  paciently  soibe :  bat  god  made 
womman  of  the  rib  of  Adam,  for  womman 
sholde  be  felawenn-to  man./  ICanaholdo 
here  him  to  his  wyf  in  feith,  in  troathe, 
and  in  love,  a^  seith  seint  Auil:  that 
*a  man  sholde  loven  his  wyf  as  Crist 
loved  holy  chirohe,  that  loved  it  so  wel 
that  he  deyde  for  it.'  So  sholde  a  man 
for  his  wyf;  if  it  were  nede.  / 

§  80.  Now  how  that  a  womman  aholde 
be  snbget  to  hir  hoosbonde,  that  telleth 
seint  Peter.  First,  in  obedience.  /  And  910 
eek,  as  seith  the  decree,  a  womman  that 
is  a  wyf,  as  longe  as  she  is  awyf,  she  hath 
noon  aoctoritee  to  swere  neberevritnesss 
with-onte  leve  of  hir  hoosbonde,  that  is 
hir  lord;  algate,  he  sholde  be  so  by 
resoan.  /  She  sholde  eek  serven  him  in 
alle  honestee,  and  been  attempsee  of  hir 
array.  I  wot  wel  that  they  sholde  aetten 
hir  entente  to  plesen  hir  hoosbondea,  bat 
nat  by  hir  qu^yntise  of  array.  /  Seint 
Jerome  seith,  that  wyves  that  been  ap- 
parailled  in  silk  and  in  precious  pnrpre 
ne  mowe  nat  olothen  hem  in  Jeea  Crist 
What  seith  seint  John  eek  in  thismatare?/ 
Seint  Gregorie  eek  seith,  that  no  wight 
seketh  preoioos  array  bat  <mly  tor  v^yne 
glorie,  to  been  honoared  the  mora  bifom 
the  peple.  /  Itiiagreetfo]ye,awoauBan  '^ 
to  have  a  foir  army  outward  and  in  hir« 
self  be  fool  inward.  /  A  wyf  sholde  eek  q^< 
be  mesarable  in  lokinge  and  in  beringe 
and  in  laoghinge,  and  discreet  in  alle  hit 
wordes  and  hir  dedes.  /  And  abovesi  alle 
worldly  thing  she  sholde  loven  hir  hoas> 
bonds  with  al  hir  herte,  and  to  him  be 
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tretre  of  hir  body;/  fo  sholde  an  hoos- 
bonde  eek  be  to  his  wyt  For  sith  that  al 
the  body  ia  the  hombondea,  ao  aholde  hir 
h6rt«  been,  or  ellea  ther  ia  bitwixe  hem 
two,  aa  in  that,  no  parflt  mariage.  / 
Tbanne  ahal  men  nnderatonde  that  for 
three  thingea  a  man  and  hia  W3rf  fleahly 
mowen  awenible.  The  flrate  ia  in  entente 
of  engendmre  of  children  to  the  aervioe 
of  god,  for  oertea  that  ia  the  oanae  fynal 
of  matrimoine.  /  Another  caoae  ia,  to 
yelden  everioh  of  hem  to  other  the  dette 
of  hir  bodiee,  for  neither  of  hem  hath 
power  over  hia  owene  body.  The  thridde 
ia,  for  to  eachewe  lecherjre  and  vileinye. 

940  The  &rthe  ia  for  aothe  deedly  ainne.  / 
Aa  to  the  fixate,  it  ia  meritorie;  the 
aeeonde  alao ;  for,  aa  aeith  the  decree,  that 
ahe  hath  merite  of  chaatitee  that  yeldeth 
to  hir  honabonde  the  dette  of  hir  body, 
ye,  though  it  be  agayn  hir  lykinge  and 
the  hiat  of  hir  herte.  /  The  thridde 
manere  ia  venial  ainne,  and  trawely  aoanly 
mi^  ther  any  of  thiae  be  with-oute  venial 
ainne,  for  Uie  cormpcion  and  for  the 
delyt.  /  The  fourthe  manere  ia  for  to 
nnderatonde,  if  th«y  asaemble  only  for 
amonraa  love  and  for  noon  of  the  for- 
aeyde  oanaea,  but  for  to  accomplice  thilke 
brenninge  delyt,  they  rekke  nevere  how 
ofte,  aothly  it  ia  deedly  ainne ;  and  yet, 
with  aorwe,  aomme  folk  wol  peynen  hem 
more  to  doon  than  to  hir  appetsrt  anf- 
fyaeth.  / 

§  81.  The  aeoonde  manere  of  chaatitee 
ia  for  to  been  a  clene  widewe,  and  eaohne 
the  embradngea  of  man,  and  de^yren  the 

[870)  embraeinge  of  Jean  Criat.  /  Thiae  been 
tho  that  ban  been  wyvea  and  ban  forgoon 
hir  honabondea,  and  eek  wommen  that 
ban  doon  lecherie  and  been  releeved  by 
945  Penitence.  /  And  certea,  if  that  a  wyf 
oonde  kepen  hir  al  chaaat  by  licence  of 
hir  honabonde,  ao  that  ahe  yeve  nevere 
noon  occaaion  that  he  agilte,  it  were  to 
hire  a  greet  merite.  /  Thiae  manere 
wommen  that  obaervan  chaatitee  moate 
be  clene  in  herte  aa  well  as  in  body  and 
in  thoght,  and  meanrable  in  clothinge 
and  in  contenannce ;  and  been  abetinent 
'  in  etinge  and  drinkinge,  in  apekinge,  and 


in  dedcL  They  been  the  veaael  or  the 
boyate  of  the  bliaaed  Magdalene,  that 
folfilleth  holy  chirohe  of  good  odoor.  / 
The  thridde  manere  of  chaatitee  ia  vir- 
ginitee,  and  it  bihoveth  that  ahe  be  holy 
in  herte  and  clene  of  body;  thanne  ia 
ahe  aponae  to  Jean  Oriat,  and  ahe  ia  the 
lyf  of  angelea.  /  She  ia  the  preiainge  of 
thia  world,  and  ahe  iM  aa  thiae  martirs  in 
egalitee ;  ahe  hath  in  hir  that  tonge  may 
nat  telle  ne  herte  thinke.  Yirginitee  baar 
oare  lord  Jean  Criat,  and  viigine  waa 
him-aelve.  /  95o 

§  82.  Another  remedie  agayna  Lecherie 
ia,  specially  to  withdrawen  awiche  thingea 
aa  yeve  occaaion  to  thilke  vileinye;  aa 
eae,  etinge  and  drinkinge;  for  oertea, 
whan  the  pot  boyleth  atrongly,  the  beate 
remedie  ia  to  withdrawe  the  fyr.  /  61ep- 
inge  longe  in  greet  qniete  ia  eek  a  greet 
norice  to  Lecherie.  / 

§  88.  Another  remedie  agayna  Lecherie 
ia,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  eachoe  the 
oompanye  of  hem  by  whiche  he  doateth 
to  be  tempted;  for  al-be>it  ao  that  the 
dede  ia  withatonden,  yet  ia  ther  greet 
temptacionn.  /  Soothly  a  whyt  wal,  al- 
though it  ne  brenne  noght  Ailly  by 
atikinge  of  a  candele,  yet  ia  the  wal  blak 
of  the  leyt.  /  Fnl  ofte  tyme  I  rede,  that  (880) 
no  man  tmate  in  hia  owene  perfeccionn, 
bat  he  be  atronger  than  Sampaon,  and 
holier  than  f  David,  and  wyaer  than 
Salomon.  /  •  955 

§  84.  Now  aiter  that  I  have  declared 
yow,  as  I  can,  the  aevene  deedly  ainnee, 
and  aomme  of  hir  brannchea  and  hir  reme- 
diea,  aoothly,  if  I  conde,  I  wolde  telle 
yow  the  ten  oomandementa.  /  But  ao 
heigh  a  doctrine  I  lete  to  divinea.  Kathe- 
leea,  I  hope  to  god  they  been  tonohad  in 
thia  tretice,  everieh  of  hem  aUe.  / 

De  Confessione. 

§  85.  Now  for-aa-mnohe  aa  the  second 
partie  of  Penitence  atant  in  Confosaionn 
of  month,  aa  I  bigan  in  the  firate  chapitre, 
I  aeye,  seint  Angoatin  aeith :  /  ainne  ia 
every  word  and  eveiy  dede,  and  al  that 
men  coveiten  agayn  the  lawe  of  Jean 
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Crist ;  and  this  is  for  to  sixme  in  herte,  in 
month,  and  in  dede,  by  thy  fyvB  wittes, 
that  been  sighte,  heringe,  smellinge,  tast- 
inge  or  Bavonringe,  and  felinge.  /  Now 
is  it  good  to  nnderstonde  that  that 
960  ogreggeth  mnchel  eveiy  sinne.  /  Thoa 
shalt  considere  what  thou  art  that  doost 
the  sinne,  whether  thon  be  male  or 
fcmele,  yong  or  old,  gentil  or  thral,  free 
or  servant,  hool  or  syk,  wedded  or  sengle, 
ordred  or  xmordred,  wys  or  fool,  derk  or 
secnler ;  /  if  she  be  of  thy  kinrede,  bodily 
or  goostly,  or  noon ;  if  any  of  thy  kinrede 
have  sinned  with  hir  or  noon,  and  manye 
mo  thinges.  / 

§  86.  Another  oircumstannce  is  this ; 
whether  it  be  doon  in  fomicaoioon,  or  in 
avontrie,  or  noon ;  incest,  or  noon ;  may- 
den,  or  noon  ;  in  manere  of  homioyde,  or 
noon ;  horrible  grete  sinnes,  or  smale ; 
and  how  longe  thon  hast  continued  in 
sinne.  /  The  thridde  circnmstannce  is 
the  place  ther  thon  hast  do  sinne ;  whether 
in  other  mennes  hons  or  in  thyn  owene ; 
in  feeld  or  in  chirche,  or  in  ohirohe-hawe ; 
,890)  in  chirche  dedicat,  or  noon.  /  For  if  the 
chirche  be  halwed,  and  man  or  womman 
spille  his  kinde  in>with  that  place  by  wey 
of  sinne,  or  by  wikked  temptacion,  the 
chirche  is  entredited  til  it  be  reconciled 
965  by  the  bishop ;  /  and  the  preest  that  dide 
swich  a  vileinye,  to  terme  of  al  his  lyf,  he 
sholde  na-more  singe  masse ;  and  if  he 
dide,  he  sholde  doon  deedly  sinne  at 
eveiy  tyme  that  he  so  songe  masse.  /  The 
fonrthe  oironmstaunoe  is,  by  whiche 
xnediatonrs  or  by  whiche  messagers,  as 
for  entycement,  or  for  oonsentement  to 
here  companye  with  felaweshipe;  for 
many  a  wrecche,  for  to  here  compcmye, 
wil  go  to  the  devel  of  belle.  /  Wher-fore 
they  that  eggen  or  oonsenten  to  the  sinne 
been  parteners  of  the  sinne,  and  of  the 
dampnacionn  of  the  sinner.  /  The  flilhe 
circnmstannce  is,  how  manye  tymes  that 
he  hath  sinned,  if  it  be  in  his  minde,  and 
how  ofte  that  he  hath  falle.  /  For  he 
that  ofbe  falleth  in  sinne,  he  despiseth 
the  mercy  of  god,  and  encreesseth  his 
sinne,  and  is  nnkinde  to  Crist ;  and  he 
wexeth  the   more  feble   to   withstonde 


sinne,  and  sinneth  the  more  lightly,  /  9^■ 
and  the  latter  aryseth,  and  is  the  more 
eschew  for  to  shryven  him,  namely,  to 
him  that  is  his  confessonr.  /  P6r  which 
that  folk,  whan  they  falle  agayn  in  hir 
dde  folies,  onther  they  forleten  hir  olde 
confeesonrs  al  outrely,  or  elles  they  de- 
parten  hir  shrifb  in  diverse  places :  bnt 
soothly,  swich  departed  shrift  deaenreth 
no  mercy  of  god  of  hise  sinnes.  /  The 
sixte  circnmstannce  is,  why  that  a  man 
sinneth,  as  by  whiche  temptaciocm ;  and 
if  him-self  procure  thUke  temptaeionn. 
or  by  the  excytinge  of  other  folk ;  or  if 
he  sinne  with  a  womman  by  force,  or  by 
hir  owene  assent ;  /  or  if  the  wcnnman, 
maogree  hir  heed,  hath  been  affoirced,  or 
noon ;  this  shal  ^e  telle ;  for  oo^«itise, 
or  for  poverte,  and  if  it  was  hir  proonringe, 
or  noon  ;  and  swiche  manere  hameys.  /  (gr»> 
The  seventhe  circnmstannce  is,  in  what 
manere  he  hath  doon  his  sinne,  or  how 
that  she  hath  snifred  that  folk  ban  doon 
to  hir.  /  And  the  same  shal  the  man  o;5 
telle  pleynly,  with  alle  circmnstaances ; 
and  whether  he  hath  sinned  with  coaatinne 
bordel-wommen,  or  noon ;  /  or  doon  his 
sinne  in  holy  tymes,  or  noon  ;  in  £asting- 
tymes,  or  noon ;  or  bifom  his  shxifte,  or 
after  his  latter  shrifle ;  /  and  hath,  pei^ 
aventnre,  broken  ther-fore  his  peoiance 
enjoyned ;  by  whos  help  and  whoe  oonseil : 
by  soroerie  or  craft ;  al  moste  be  told.  / 
Alle  thise  thinges,  after  that  they  been 
grete  or  smale,  engreggen  the  conscience 
of  man.  And  eek  the  preest  that  is  thy 
jnge,  may  the  bettre  been  avysed  of  his 
jngement  in  yevinge  of  thy  penaance, 
and  that  is  after  thy  oontricioon.  /  For 
nnderstond  wel,  that  after  tyme  that 
a  man  hath  defonled  his  bapteame  by 
sinne,  if  he  wole  come  to  salvacionn,  ther 
is  noon  other  wey  bnt  by  penitence  and 
shrifte  and  satisfaccionn  ;  /  and  namely  9S> 
by  the  two,  if  ther  be  a  oonfesaour  to 
which  he  may  shryyen  him;  and  the 
thiidde.  if  he  have  lyf  to  parfommen 

it/ 

§  87.  Thanne  shal  man  looke  and  con- 
sidere, that  if  he  wole  maken  a  trewe  and 
a  profitable  oonfesaioun,  ther  noioate  be 
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foure  oondioiooiuL  /  Firstf  it  moot  been 
in  sorwefal  bittemesw  of  herte,  as  seyde 
the  king  Eoekiaa  to  god :  '  I  wol  remem- 
bre  me  alle  ^e  yeres  of  my  lyf  in  bitter- 
neeae  of  mgm  berte.'  /  This  condioioun 
of  bittemean  hath  fyre  aignea.  The  firste 
is,  that  ^onfeaaioon  moate  be  ahamefifistf 
nai  for  to  eonreve  ne  hyden  his  ainne,  for 
he  hath  agpUt  bis  god  and  defonled  his 
910)  aomle.  /  And  herK>f  seith  aeint  AnflTO'tin : 
^  the  heorta  travailleth  for  shame  of  hia 
sinne  * ;  and  for  he  hath  greet  shamefaat- 
nesse,  he  is  digue  to  hove  greet  mercy  of 

9S5  god.  /  Bwioh  was  the  oonfeasion  of  the 
publieasi,  that  wolde  nat  heven  np  hise 
eyen  to  hevene,  for  he  hadde  offended  god 
of  hoTsifte ;  for  which  shamefSastnesae  he 
hadde  anon  the  mercy  of  god.  /  And 
ther-of  seith  aeint  Augnatin,  that  awich 
ahamefast  felk  been  next  foryeveneaae  and 
remiaaioiui.  /  Another  aigne  ia  hnmilitee 
in  oonfeaaioon ;  of  which  aeith  aeint  Peter, 
*  Hximbleth  yow  nnder  the  might  of  god.' 
The  hotod  of  god  is  mi^ty  in  confesaaon, 
for  th«ir>by  god  foiyeveth  thee  thy  ainnes ; 
for  he  allone  hath  the  power.  /  And  this 
hiunilitee  ahal  been  in  herte,  and  in  aigne 
ontwsrd ;  for  right  aa  he  hath  hnmilitee 
to  god  in  hia  herte,  right  ao  aholde  he 
humble  hia  body  oatward  to  the  pxeeat 
that  att  in  goddee  place.  /  Eor  which  in 
no  moaere,  aith  that  CSxist  ia  aovereyn 
and  fhs  preeat  mene  and  mediatonr 
bitwixe  Crist  and  the  ainnere,  and  the 

990  ainnere  is  the  laste  hy  wvj  of  resonn,  / 
thanne  aholde  nat  the  sinners  sitte  as 
heighe  as  his  oonfesBoar,  bat  knele  bifom 
him  or  at  hia  feet,  bat-if  maladie  destonrbe 
it.  For  he  ahal  nat  taken  kepe  who  ait 
there,  but  in  whoa  place  that  he  aitteth.  / 
A  man  that  hath  treapased  to  a  lord,  and 
comth  for  to  aze  mercy  and  maken  his 
aooord,  and  set  him  donn  anon  by  the 
lord,  men  wolde  holden  him  ontrageotta, 
and  nat  worthy  so  aone  for  to  have  remis- 
sionn  ne  mercy.  /  The  thridde  eigne  is, 
how  that  thy  shrift  sholde  be  fnl  of  teres, 
if  man  may ;  and  if  man  may  nfst  wepe 
with  hise  bodily  eyen^  lat  him  wepe  in 
herte./  Swioh  was  the  confession  of 
seint  Peter;    for  after  that    he   hadde 


fonakb  Jesu  Crist,  he  wente  out  and 
weep  fhl  bitterly.  /  The  fonrthe  signs  is,  (930) 
that  he  ne  lette  nat  for  shame  to  shewen 
his  oonfeaalonn./  Swioh  waa  the  con-  995 
feaaionn  of  the  Magdelene,  that  ne  spared, 
for  no  ahame  of  hem  that  weren  atto 
feate,for  to  go  to  otun  lord  JesaCriat  and 
biknowe  to  him  hir  ainnes.  /  The  flfthe 
aigne  ia,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  bo 
obeiaant  to  receyven  the  penannoe  that 
him  is  enjoyned  for  hise  ainnes;  foroertes 
Jean  Crist,  for  the  giltea  of  a  man,  was 
obedient  to  the  deeth.  / 

§  88.  The  seoonde  condicion  of  verray 
oonfeaaion  ia,  that  it  be  hastily  doon ;  for 
certea,  if  a  man  hadde  a  deedly  wonnde, 
evere  the  lenger  that  he  taried  to  wariashe 
him-aelf,  the  more  wolde  it  cormpte  and 
haate  him  to  his  deeth;  and  eek  tho 
wonnde  wolde  be  the  wors  for  to  hele.  / 
And  right  so  fareth  sinne,  that  longe 
tyme  is  in  a  man  nnshewed.  /  Certes,  a 
man  oghte  hastily  shewen  hise  sinnes  for 
manyecanses;  as  for  drede  of  deeth,  that 
cometh  ofte  sodenly,  and  is  in  no  certeyn 
what  tyme  it  shal  be,  ne  in  what  place ; 
and  eek  the  drecchinge  of  o  synne  draweth 
in  another ;  /  and  eek  the  lenger  that  he  looct 
tarieth,  the  ferther  he  is  fto  Orist.  And 
if  he  abyde  to  his  laste  day,  aoaialy  may 
he  ahryven  him  or  remembre  him  of  hise 
ainnes,  or  repenten  him,  for  the  grevons 
maladie  of  his  deeth.  /  And  for-as-mnche 
as  he  ne  hath  nat  in  his  lyf  herkned  Jesn 
Orist,  whanne  he  hath  spoken,  he  ahal 
orye  to  Jesn  Crist  at  his  laste  day,  and 
Bcarsly  wol  he  herkne  him.  /  And  nnder- 
stond  that  this  c<Midicioun  moste  ban 
fonre  thinges.  Ihy  shrift  moste  be  pnr- 
▼eyed  bifore  and  ayyaed;  for  wikked 
haate  doth  no  profit;  and  that  a  man 
oonne  ahryve  him  of  hiae  ainnea,  be  it  of 
pryde,  or  of  envye,  and  so  forth  of  the 
speces  and  circnmstancea ;  /  and  that  ho 
hare  comprehended  in  his  minde  the 
sombre  and  the  greetnesse  of  hise  sinnes, 
and  how  longe  that  he  hath  le3m  in 
sinne ;  /  and  eek  that  he  be  contrit  of  (930) 
hise  sinnes,  and  in  stedefkst  pnrpos,  by 
the  grace  of  god,  nevere  eft  to  falle  in 
sinne ;  and  eek  that  he  drede  and  conntre- 


Aa  3 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


TM 


t^e  tanUtiut^  tUtee. 


[t.  §f  89,  90. 


wailfe  him-aelf,  that  he  flee  the  oooasioanB 

1005  of  sinne  to  -whiche  he  is  enolyned.  /  AIeo 
thon  shalt  shiyve  thee  of  alle  th j  sixmee 
to  o  man,  and  nat  a  parcel  to  o  man  and 
a  parcel  to  another ;  that  is  to  nnder- 
stonde,  in  entente  to  departe  thy  oonfes- 
gionn  as  for  shiune  or  drede ;  for  it  nis  but 
stranglinge  of  thy  soole.  /  For  certes, 
Jean  Crist  is  entierly  al  good ;  in  him  nis 
noon  inperfeccioan ;  and  therfore  onther 
he  foxyeveth  al  parfitly  or  never  a  deeL  / 
I  seye  nat  that  if  thou  be  assigned  to  the 
penitanncer  for  certein  sinne,  that  thon 
art  bonnde  to  shewen  him  al  the  reme- 
nannt  of  thy  sinnes,  of  whiche  thon  hast 
be  shriven  to  thy  curat,  but-if  it  lyke  to 
thee  of  thyn  humilitee;  this  is  no  de- 
partinge  of  shrifte.  /  Ne  I  seye  nat, 
ther-asl  speke  of  divisioun  of  oonfessioun, 
that  if  thou  have  lycenoe  for  to  shiyve 
thee  to  a  discreet  and  an  honeste  preest, 
where  thee  lyketh,  and  by  lycenoe  of  thy 
curat,  that  thou  ne  mayst  wel  shryve 
thee  to  him  of  alle  thy  sinnes.  /  But  lat 
no  blotte  be  bihinde ;  lat  no  sinne  been 
untold,    as   for   as   thon    hast    remem- 

loio  braunoe.  /  And  whan  thou  shalt  be 
shriven  to  thy  curat,  telle  him  eek  aUe 
the  sinnes  that  thou  hast  doon  sin  thon 
were  last  y-shriven ;  this  is  no  wikked 
entente  of  divisioun  of  shrifte.  / 

§  89.  Also  the  verray  shrifte  axeth 
certeine  oondioiouns.  First,  that  thou 
shiyve  thee  by  thy  free  wil,  noght  con- 
streyned,  ne  for  shame  of  folk,  ne  for 
maladie,  ne  swiohe  thinges;  for  it  is 
resoun  that  he  that  trespasseth  by  his 
free  wil,  that  by  his  free  wil  he  confesse 
his  trespas ;  /  and  that  noon  other  man 
telle  his  sinne  but  he  him-self,  ne  he  shal 
nat  nayte  ne  denye  his  sinne,  ne  wratthe 
him  agayn  the  preest  for  his  amonestinge 
to  leve  sinne.  /  The  seconde  oondicioun 
is,  that  thy  shrift  be  lawefbl ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  thou  that  shryvest  thee,  and 
eek  the  preest  that  hereth  thy  confessioun, 

(940)  been  verraily  in  the  feith  of  holy  chirche ;  / 
and  that  a  man  ne  benat  despeired  of  the 

10x5  mercy  of  Jesu  Crist,  as  Caym  or  Judas.  / 
And  eek  a  man  moot  aoousen  him-self  of 
his  owene  trespas,  and  nat  another ;  bat 


he  shal  blame  and  wyten  him-self  and 
his  owene  malice  of  his  sinne,  and  noon 
other ;  /  but  nathelees,  if  that  another 
man  be  occasioun  or  entyoer  of  hia  sinne. 
or  the  estaat  of  a  persone  be  swich  thurgh 
which  his  sinne  is  agregged,  or  elles  that 
he  may  nat  pleynly  shTjrven  him  but  he 
telle  the  persone  with  which  he  hath 
sinned;  thanne  may  he  telle;/  00  that 
his  entente  ne  be  nat  to  bakl^yte  the 
persone,  but  only  to  deolaren  his  oon- 
fessioun. / 

§  90.  Thou  ne  shalt  nat  eek  make  no 
leslnges  in  thy  oonfessioun  ;  for  humilitee, 
per-aventure,  to  seyn  that  thou  hast  doon 
sinnes  of  whiche  that  thou  vrere  nevere 
gilty.  /  For  seint  Augustin  seith :  if 
thou,  by  cause  of  thyn  humilitee,  makest 
lesinges  on  thy-self,  though  thou  ne  wen 
nat  in  sinne  bifom,  yet  artow  thanne  in 
sinne  thurgh  thy  lesinges.  /  Thou  most  luao 
eek  shewe  thy  sinne  by  thyn  owene  propre 
mouth,  but  tiiou  be  weze  doumb,  and  nat 
by  no  lettre ;  for  thou  that  hast  doon  the 
sinne,  thou  shalthavetlieshame  therfore./ 
Thou  shalt  nat  eek  pesmte  thy  oonfeasioran 
by  &ire  subtile  wordes,  to  oovera  the  more 
thy  sinne ;  for  thanne  bigylestow  thy-self 
and  nat  the  preest ;  thou  most  tellen  it 
pleynly,  be  it  nevere  so  foul  ne  so  honi- 
ble.  /  Thou  shalt  eek  shryve  thee  to  a 
preest  that  is  discreet  to  oonsellle  thee, 
and  eek  thou  shalt  nat  shryve  thee  for 
veyne  glorie,  ne  for  ypocrisye,  ne  for  no 
cause,  but  only  for  the  doute  of  Jesa  Crist 
and  the  hele  of  thy  soule.  /  Thou  shall 
nat  eek  renne  to  the  preest  sodeynly,  to 
tellen  him  lightly  thy  sinne,  as  wbo«D 
telleth  a  jape  or  a  tale,  but  avysely  and 
with  greet  devooioun.  /  And  generally,  (9^ 
shxyye  thee  ofte.  If  thou  ofte  fUle,  oft« 
thou  aryse  by  oonfessionn.  /  And  thogh  10;? 
thou  shryve  thee  ofter  than  ones  of  sinne, 
of  which  thou  hast  be  shriven,  it  is  the 
more  merite.  And,  as  seith  seint  Angus- 
tin,  thou  shalt  have  the  more  lii^t^v 
relesing  and  grace  of  god,  bothe  of  sinne 
and  of  peyne.  /  And  oertes,  ones  a  yere 
atte  leeste  wey  it  is  lawefdl  for  to  been 
housled ;  for  certes  onesu  yere  aUe  thinges 
renovellen.  / 
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EacpUdt  secnnda  pan  Penltencie ;  et 
seqiiitnr  tercia  pars  einsdem,  de  Satis- 
redone. 

§  91.  Now  have  I  told  yon  of  verray 
Gonfesnoim,  that  is  the  seconde  partie  of 
Penitence.  / 

The  thxidde  partie  of  Penitenoe  iB 
Satiafaccioim ;  and  that  stant  most  gene- 
irally  in  a1  mease  and  in  bodily  peyne.  / 
Now  been  ther  three  manere  of  almesses ; 
contricion  of  herte,  where  a  man  offreth 
himself  to  god ;  another  is,  to  han  pitee 
of  defante  of  hise  neighebores ;  and  the 
thridde  is,  in  yevinge  of  good  conseil 
goostly  and  bodily,  where  men  han  nede, 
and  namely  in  sustenannce  of  mannes 

1030  fode.  /  And  tak  keep,  that  a  man  hath 
need  of  thise  thinges  generally ;  he  hath 
need  of  fode,  he  hath  nede  of  clothing, 
and  herberwe,  he  hath  nede  of  charitable 
conseil,  and  visitinge  in  prisone  and  in 
maladie,  and  sepnltore  of  his  dede  body.  / 
And  if  thon  mayst  nat  Tisite  the  nedefal 
with  thy  persone,  visite  him  by  thy 
message  and  by  thy  yiftes.  /  Thise  been 
generally  almesses  or  werkes  of  charitee 
of  hem  that  han  temporel  richesses  or 
discrecioiin  in  conseilinge.  Of  thise 
werkes  shaltow  heren  at  the  day  of 
dome./ 

§  92.  Thise  almesses  shaltow  doon  of 
thyne  owene  propre  thinges,  and  hastily, 

^960)  and  prively  if  thou  mayst ;  /  but  nathe- 
lees,  if  thon  mayst  nat  doon  it  prively, 
thou  shalt  nat  forbere  to  doon  almesse 
though  men  seen  it;  so  that  it  be  nat 
doon  for  thank  of  the  world,  but  only  for 

IQS3  thank  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  For  as  witnesseth 
seint  Mathew,  capitulo  quiniOt  '-^  dtee 
may  nat  been  hid  that  is  set  on  a  mon- 
tayne ;  ne  men  lighte  nat  a  lanteme  and 
put  it  under  a  busshel ;  but  men  sette  it 
on  a  candle-stikke,  to  yeve  light  to  the 
men  in  the  hous.  /  Bight  so  shal  youre 
light  lighten  bifore  men,  that  they  may 
seen  youre  gode  werkes,  and  glorifie  youre 
fitder  that  is  in  hevene.'  / 

§  96.  Now  8S  to  speken  of  bodily  peyne,  it 
stant  in  preyeres,  in  wakinges,  in  fastinges, 
invertnousetechingesof  orisonns./  And 
ye  shul  understonde,  that  orisouns  or 


preyeres  is  for  to  seyn  a  pitous  wU  of 
herte,  that  redresseth  it  in  god  and 
ezpresseth  it  by  word  outward,  to  re- 
moeven  harmes  and  to  han  thinges  espiri- 
tuel  and  durable,  and  somtyme  temporel 
thinges;  of  whiche  orisouns,  certes,  in 
the  orisoun  of  the  Pater-wuter^  hath  Jesu 
Crist  enclosed  most  thinges.  /  Certes,  it 
is  privileged  of  three  thinges  in  his  dig- 
nitee,  for  which  it  is  more  digne  than 
any  other  preyere;  for  that  Je^m  Crist 
him-self  maked  it ;  /  and  it  is  short,  for  it  1040 
sholde  be  ooud  the  more  lightly,  and  for 
to  withholden  it  the  more  esily  in  herte. 
and  helpen  him-self  the  ofber  with  the 
orisoun ;  /  and  for  a  man  sholde  be  the 
lasse  weiy  to  seyen  it,  and  for  a  man  may 
nat  excusen  him  to  leme  it,  it  is  so  short 
and  so  esy ;  and  for  it  comprehendeth  in 
it-self  alle  gode  preyeres.  /  The  exposi- 
cioun  of  this  holy  preyere,  that  is  so 
excellent  and  digne,  I  bitake  to  thise 
maistres  of  theologie ;  save  thus  muchel 
wol  I  seyn :  that,  whan  thou  prayest  that 
god  sholde  foiyeve  thee  thy  giltes  as  thou 
foryevest  hem  that  agilten  to  thee,  be  ful 
wel  war  that  thou  be  nat  out  of  charitee.  / 
This  holy  orisoun  amenuseth  eek  venial 
sinne ;  andtherfore  it  aperteneth  specially 
to  penitence.  /  (970) 

§  94.  This  pr^ere  moste  be  trewely 
seyd  and  in  verray  feith,  and  that  men 
preye  to  god  ordinatly  and  discreetly  and 
devoutly ;  and  alwey  a  man  shal  putten 
his  wil  to  be  subget  to  the  wille  of  god.  /  1045 
This  orisoun  moste  eek  been  seyd  with 
greet  humblesae  and  iul  pure ;  honestly, 
and  nat  to  the  anoyaunce  of  any  man  or 
womman.  It  moste  eek  been  continued 
with  the  werkes  of  charitee.  /  It  avayleth 
eek  agayn  the  vyces  of  the  soule  ;  for,  as 
seith  seint  Jerome,  *By  fastinge  been 
saved  the  vyces  of  the  flesh,  and  by 
preyere  the  vyces  of  the  soule.'  / 

§  95.  After  this,  thou  shalt  understonde, 
that  bodily  peyne  stant  in  wakinge ;  for 
Jesu  Crist  seith,  'waketh,  and  pr^eth 
that  ye  ne  entre  in  wikked  temptacioun.'  / 
Te  i^ul  understanden  also,  that  fiistinge 
stai^t  in  three  thinges ;  in  forberinge  of 
bodily  mete  and  drinke,  and  in  forberinge 
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of  worldly  jolitee,  and  in  forberinge  of 
deedly  sinne ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  a  man 
shal  kepen  him  fro  deedly  sinne  "with 
al  his  migfht.  / 

§  96.  And  thon  shalt  nnderstanden  eek, 
that  god  ordesmedfkstinge ;  and  to  fiutinge 
X050  appertenen  fonre  thinges.  /  Lai^genesse 
to  povre  folk,  gladnesse  of  herte  espiritnel, 
nat  to  been  angry  ne  anoyed,  ne  gmoche 
for  he  fasteth ;  and  also  resonable  honre 
for  to  ete  by  mesnre ;  that  is  for  to  sejm, 
a  man  shal  nat  ete  in  tmtsnne,  ne  sitte  the 
longer  at  his  table  to  ete  for  he  fksteth.  / 

§97.  Thanne8haItownnder8tonde,that 
bodily  peyne  stant  in  diseiplyne  or  tech* 
inge,  by  word  or  by  wrytinge,  or  in 
ensample.  Also  in  weringe  of  heyres  or 
of  stamin,  or  of  hanbergeons  on  hir  naked 
flesh,  for  Cristes  sake,  and  swiehe  manere 
penances.  /  But  ivur  thee  wel  that  swiehe 
manere  penance  on  thy  flesh  ne  make 
nat  thyn  herte  bitter  or  angry  or  anoyed 
of  thy-self ;  for  bettre  is  to  caste  awey 
thyn  heyre,  than  for  to  caste  away  the 
sikernesso  of  Jeen  Crist.  /  And  therfore 
seith  seint  Panl:  *  Clothe  yow,  as  they 
that  been  chosen  of  god,  in  herte  of 
misericorde,  debonairetee,  saflbrannce,  and 
swich  manere  of  olothinge  * ;  of  whiche 
Jesu  Crist  is  more  apayed  than  of  heyres, 
(980)  or  hanbergeons,  or  hanberkee.  / 

§  98.  Thanne  is  diseiplyne  eek  inknok- 
kingo  of  thy  brest,  in  sconrginge  with 
1055  yerdes,  in  knelinges,  in  tribnlacions  ;  / 
in  snffringe  paciently  wronges  that  been 
doon  to  thee,  and  eek  in  pacient  snffirannce 
of  maladies,  or  lesinge  of  worldly  catel, 
or  of  wyf,  or  of  child,  or  othere  freendes.  / 

§  99.  Thanne  shaltow  nnderstonde, 
whiche  thinges  destonrben  penannce; 
and  this  is  in  fonr  maneres,  that  is,  drede, 
shame,  hope,  and  wanhope,  that  is,  des- 
peracion.  /  And  for  to  speke  first  of 
drede  ;  for  which  he  weneth  that  he  may 
Buffre  no  penannce;/  ther-agayns  is 
remedie  for  to  thinke,  that  bodily  i>enannce 
is  bnt  short  and  litel  at  regard  of  the 
I>eyne  of  helle,  that  is  so  crael  and  so 
long,  that  it  lasteth  with-onten  ende.  / 

§  100.  Xow  again  the  shame  that  a  man 
hath  to  shryven  him,  and  namely,  thiso 


ypoorites  that  wolden  been  holden  so 
parflte- that  they  han  no  nede  to  shxyren 
hem;  /  agayns  that  shame,  sholde  a  man  1060 
thinke  that,  by  wey  of  resonn,  that  he 
that  hath  nat  be«i  ashamed  to  dooo 
fonle  thinges,  certes  him  oghte  nat  beoi 
ashamed  to  do  fydre  thinges,  and  that  is 
confessionns.  /  A  man  sholde  eek  thinke, 
that  god  seeth  and  woot  aUe  hise  thogfates 
and  alle  hise  werkes;  to  him  nay  no 
thing  been  hid  ne  covered.  /  Men  sholden 
eek  remembren  hem  of  the  shame  that  is 
to  come  at  the  day  of  dome,  to  hem  that 
been  nat  penitent  and  shriven  in  this 
present  lyf.  /  For  alle  the  creattixes  in 
erthe  and  in  helle  shnllen  seen  i^Mitly  al 
that  they  hyden  in  this  world.  /  (990; 

§  101.  Now  for  to  speken  of  the  hope 
of  hem  that  been  necligent  and  alowe  to 
shiyyen  hem,  that  stant  in  two  manerea.  /  >c^5 
That  oon  is,  that  he  hopeth  for  to  live 
longe  and  for  topnrchacen  mnche  rCcheasa 
for  his  delyt,  and  thanne  he  wol  shryven 
him ;  and,  as  he  seith,  him  semet^  thanne 
tymely  y-nongh  to  come  to  shxifte.  / 
Another  is,  sarqnidrie  that  he  hath  in 
Cristes  mercy.  /  Agayns  the  flrste  vyce, 
he  shal  thinke,  that  oni«  lyf  is  in  no 
sikemesse;  and  eek  that  alle  the  richeases 
in  this  world  ben  in  aventnre,  and  pasnn 
as  a  shadwe  on  the  waL  /  And,  as  seith 
seint  Gregorie,  that  it  aperteneth  to  the 
grete  rightwisnesse  of  god,  that  n«v>srs 
shal  the  peyne  stinte  of  hem  thai  nevere 
wolde  withdrawen  hem  fro  sinne,  hir 
thankes,  bnt  ay  continue  in  sinne;  for 
thilke  perpetnel  -^il  to  do  sinne  shnl  they 
han  perpetnel  peyne.  / 

§  102.  Wanhope  is  in  two  maneres : 
the  flrste  wanhope  is  in  the  mercy  of 
Crist;  that  other  is  that  they  thinken, 
that  they  ne  mighte  nat  l<mge  pereeven 
in  goodnesse.  /  The  flrste  wanhope  oocnth  io;ii 
of  that  he  demeth  that  he  hath  sinned  so 
greetly  and  so  ofte,  and  so  longe  leyn  in 
sinne,  that  he  shal  nat  be  saved.  /  Oeiteei, 
agayns  that  cnrsed  wanhope  sholde  he 
thinke,  that  the  jMMsion  of  Jesn  Crist  is 
more  strong  for  to  xinbinde  than  sinne  is 
strong  for  to  binds.  /  Agayns  the  aceonde 
wanhope,  he  shal  thinke,  that  as  ofte  as 
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he  falleth  he  may  aryse  agayn  by  peni- 
tence. And  thogh  he  never  bo  longe 
have  leyn  in  sinne,  the  mercy  of  Crist  is 
alwey  redy  to  receiven  him  to  mercy.  / 
A^yns  the  -wanhope,  that  he  demeth 
that  he  sholde  nat  longe  persevere  in 
goodnesse,  he  shal  thinke,  that  the 
feblesM  of  the  devel  may  no-thing  doon 
(iooo)bat-if  men  wol  suffiren  him;/  and  eek 
he  shal  han  strengthe  of  the  help  of  god, 
and  of  al  holy  ohirche,  and  of  the  pro- 
1075  teccioon  of  anngels,  if  him  list.  / 

§  lOS.  Thanne  shal  men  nnderstonde 
what  is  the  frnit  of  penannce ;  and,  after 
the  word  of  Jesn  Crist,  it  is  the  ondelees 
blisse  of  hevene,  /  ther  joye  hath  no  con- 
trarionstee  of  wo  ne  grevannce,  ther  alle 
harmes  been  passed  of  this  present  lyf ; 
ther-as  is  the  slkemeese  fro  the  peyne  of 
helle;  ther-as  is  the  blisfnl  companye 
that  rejoysen  hem  everemo,  everich  of 
otheres  joye ;  /  ther-as  the  body  of  man, 
that  whylom  was  ford  and  derk,  is  more 
cleer  than  the  sonne ;  ther-as  the  body, 
that  whylom  was  syk,  freele,  and  feble, 
and  mortal,  is  inmortal,  and  so  strong 
and  so  hool  that  ther  may  no-thing 
ii^yren  it ;  /  ther-as  ne  is  neither  hanger, 
thnrst,  ne  cold,  bnt  every  sonle  replenissed 
with  the  sighte  of  the  parfit  knowinge  of 
god.  /  This  blisM  regne  may  men  pnr- 
chace  by  poverte  espiritnel,  and  the  glorie 
by  lowenesse;  the  plentee  of  joye  by 
hanger  and  thnrst,  and  the  reste  by 
travaille;  and  the  lyf  by  deeth  and 
1080  mortification  of  sinne.  / 


Here  taketh  the  makere  of  this  book 
bis  leve. 

§  104.  Now  preye  I  to  hem  alle  that 
herkne  this  litel  tretis  or  rede,  that  if 
ther  be  any  thing  in  it  that  lyketh  hem, 
that  ther-of  they  thanken  core  lord  Jesu 


Crist,  of  whom  procedeth  al  wit  and  al 
goodnesse.  /  And  if  ther  be  any  thing 
that  displese  hem,  I  preye  hem  also  that 
they  arrette  it  to  the  defante  of  myn 
nnoonninge,  and  nat  to  my  wil,  that 
wolde  fnl  fayn  have  seyd  bettre  if  I  hadde 
had  conninge.  /  For  core  boke  seith, '  al 
that  is  writen  is  writen  for  onre  doctrine ' ; 
and  that  is  myn  entente.  /  AVherfore 
I  biseke  yow  mekely  for  the  mercy  of 
god,  that  ye  preye  for  me,  that  Crist  have 
mercy  on  me  and  foryeve  me  my  giltes :  /  (1010) 
— and  namely,  of  my  translacions  and 
endytinges  of  worldly  vanitees,  the  whiche 
I  revoke  in  my  retraccioons :  /  as  is  the  1085 
book  of  Troilns ;  The  book  also  of  Fame ; 
The  book  of  the  nynetene  Ladies ;  The 
book  of  the  Dnchesse ;  The  book  of  seint 
Yalentynes  day  of  the  Parlement  of 
Briddes ;  The  tales  of  Caunterbury,  thilke 
that  sonnen  in-to  sinne;/  The  book  of 
the  Leoan;  and  many  another  book,  if 
they  were  in  my  remembrance;  and 
many  a  song  and  many  a  lecherous  lay ; 
that  Crist  for  his  grete  mercy  foiyeve  me 
the  sinne.  /  But  of  the  translacion  of 
Boece  de  Consoladone,  and  othere  bokes 
of  Legendes  of  seintes,  and  omelies,  and 
moralitee,  and  devocioan,  /  that  thanke 
I  core  lord  Jesn  Crist  and  his  blisfnl 
moder,  and  alle  the  seintes  of  hevene ;  / 
bisekinge  hem  that  they  from  hennes- 
forth,  nn-to  my  lyves  ende,  sonde  me 
grace  to  biwayle  my  giltes,  and  to  stndie 
to  the  salvacionn  of  my  soule : — and 
grannte  me  grace  of  verray  penitence, 
confessionn  and  satisfaccioun  to  doon  in 
this  present  lyf;/  thnrgh  the  benigne  1090 
grace  of  him  that  is  king  of  klnges  and 
preest  over  alle  preestes,  that  boghte  ns 
with  the  precious  blood  of  his  herte ;  /  bo 
that  I  may  been  oon  of  hem  at  the  day  of 
dome   that   shnlle  be  saved:    Qui  cum 


Here  la  ended  the  book  of  the  Tales  of  Caimterbiiry»  compiled  by  GefErey  Chaucer, 
of  whos  sonle  Jesn  Crist  have  mercy.   Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 


VARIATIONS  AND  EMENDATIONS. 

Thb  t€CKt  of  Chancer  is,  in  some  places,  corrupt,  and  in  otheis  can  be  much 
improved  by  some  emendation,  nsoally  of  a  slight  character. 

The  text  of  the  best  authorities,  as  improved  by  oollation  with  other  good 
authorities,  is  here  given.  Variations  from  these  are  denoted  by  an  obelus  (f)  in 
the  text,  which  may  be  considered  as  marking  a  reading  as  to  which  there  is  some 
doubt.  These  are  most  numerous  in  the  Bomaunt  of  the  Bose,  the  Book  of  the 
Duchesse,  and  the  House  of  Fame.  There  are  very  few  doubtful  readings  in  the 
Canterbury  Tales,  for  which  there  are  better  authorities  than  in  other  cases.  In 
the  following  Appendix  aU  the  doubtful  readings  and  editorial  emendations  are 
accounted  for.  I  do  not,  however,  notice  words  which  are  placed  between  square 
brackets,  such  as  the  word  *  a'  on  p.  1,  L  la.  It  will  be  understood,  once  for  all, 
that  all  such  words  are  tupplied^  and  are  nUssing  in  the  originals,  though  often 
neoessaiy  for  the  sense  or  the  metre,  or  for  both. 

KOMAUNT  OF  THE  EOSE. 

The  authorities  are  G.  (the  Glasgow  HS.) ;  and  Th.  (Thynne's  edition  of  153a). 
Also,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  F.  (the  original  French  text,  here  quoted  from 
the  edition  by  Mton,  Paris,  1813X  Ko  other  authorities  exist.  Many  lines  are 
wholly  missing  in  G. ;  and  when  it  is  not  cited,  this  must  be  understood.  Thus,  it 
has  lost  lines  1-44. 

Page  1.  3.  Th.  sweuen ;  hut  tJie  plural  U  requirwU  4.  Th.  that  false  ne  bene. 
25.  Th.  slepte ;  (sleep  U  more  usual).    38.  Th.  hatte  ;  read  hote  (be  called). 

Page  2.  66.  G.  Th.  had ;  read  hath.  102.  G.  Th.  buskes  {not  Chaucer's  /orm). 
lie.  Q.  Th.  gan  I.  138.  G.  Th.  Enclosed  was ;  eee  L  1653 ;  F.  Tant  dot.  149.  G.  Th. 
mynoresse  (!) ;  F.  moverresee. 

Page  8.  196.  G.  Th.  mysconeiting  (!) ;  F.  meeconter.  220.  G.  Th.  oourtpy  (aee 
Cant.  Tales,  A  390).    348.  Bgth  peynted. 

Page  4.  355.  Both  Upon  any  worthy  man  falle.  277.  Both  and  so  breketh. 
334.  ^o^Arent. 

Pkkge  6.  383.  Both  may  neuer.  443.  Both  ay  (ffMng  no  eense);  read  shaL 
444.  Both  grace  (!),  for  face  ]  F,  lor  vis. 

Page  6.    485.  G.  laddris  ;  Th.  ladders ;  Me  L  533.     493.  G.  yeer ;  Th,  yere  ;  read 
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yerd ;  tee  1.  656.  501.  Both  wolde  (for  nolde  ;  by  conJktsUm).  505.  Both  god  kepe  it 
fro  care,  a  false  rime ;  clearly  euheUtuted  for  god  it  kepe  and  ¥rere.  Were  is  the 
£.  spelling  of  the  verb  in  the  French  text,  which  has  que  Diex  gtnrieee.  sju  Boih 
For ;  read  Fal  j  (wo  ia  here  an  adjective  =  sad).    53d  G.  ony ;  Th.  any;  read  a. 

Page  7.  564.  Some  linee  loet  here ;  3  linea  of  F.  UA  vntranOaied,  586.  Both  may ; 
read  mayden.  602.  ]3oth  lande  of  Aleximdiyne ;  but  Alezandryn  it  an.  o/djeetiven 
603.  G.  hidre  be ;  Th.  hyther  be. 

Page  a  66a  Both  places.  668.  Both  That ;  read  These.  730,  Th.  reoelrye ; 
O.  reuerye ;  F.  refoerdU. 

Page  9.  761.  Both  made ;  read  make.  791.  Both  bode  (no  sense) ;  read  Beds  ;  Ne 
bede  1  =  1  would  not  offer. 

Page  10.  859.  G.  seye;  Th.  sey.  86a  G.  pleye(!);  Th.  pley  (!).  865.  Both  I  wot 
not  what  of  hir  nose  I  shal  desczyve  {eleven  tyllablee).  866.  Two  Umt  lote  here. 
879.  Both  Jjorve  and  as  hym  likith  it  be.  923.  Both  Torke  bowes  two  fnl  wel  deayaed 
had  he  {too  Umg), 

Page  11.  959.  Both  shoten ;  sse  L  989.  984.  Both  on ;  read  of.  1007.  Bath  And  an  ; 
read  As  was  anf  F.  Ainttne  eum,  1017.  Both  wyntred ;  hut  eee  L  loaa  xoad.  Moth 
thought ;  read  thinketh.     1031.  Both  Sore  (!) ;  F.  Sade.    1034.  Both  And  hi^t  (!>. 

Page  12.  1Q37.  Both  in  wark  (!).  1058.  Th.  prill ;  G.  prile ;  (error  for  prikke, 
loriUsn  so  OS  to  looJIc  Ufcs  prilkeX  io8a  Th.  amyled ;  G.  enameled.  1089.  BoM  dorst  (!) ; 
error  for  thnrfte,  more  wmmomty  thtirte.    11 17.  Bo^h  ragoonoes ;  F.  jagomeet^ 

Page  18.  118&  G.  sarlynysh;  Th.  Sarlynyashe;  F.  Sarrastneaehe.  iJOt.  Bath 
gonsfaneonn  (!) ;  F.  got^fanon.  laia  Both  He  oastei.  1233.  Th.  hempe ;  G.  hsmpe  ne 
(=  hempene).    1236.  Both  a ;  read  00  (one). 

Page  14.  1244.  Both  Bitokeneth.  laSa;  Both  And  she  (!) ;  read  Yoothe ;  F.  Jometce ; 
see  L  1303.  1303.  Both  that ;  read  thns ;  $ee  L  i3fa  13 13.  G.  loreyes  {error  for  lorares) ; 
Th.  Lanrolles.  13 15.  Th.  ended ;  G.  eended  ( =  y-ended).  1324.  Both  dnrst  {am  in 
1  1089X  1333.  Both  she  {for  eecond  he).  1334.  Both  hadde  {/or  bad)  i  and  bent  (Jar 
bende) ;  both  omit  it.     1335.  ^<f^  <ui  {for  on). 

Page  15.  1341.  G.  hadde  me  shette ;  Th.  had  me  shete  (but  shete  ie  not  a  jDp.). 
1^3.  Both  had  me  grened.  1348.  Both  hadde  in  all  the  gardyn  be.  1366.  Bo€h 
gardln  {for  yerd).     1369.  Both  Parys  (!) ;  for  paradys.     1397-8.  Th.  knytte,  sytte. 

Page  10.     144a  Th.  dilectable.     1447.  'I^*  garden ;  read  yerde  in ;  of.  1348,  1366^ 

1448.  Th.  eflers  (!) ;   F.  tout  I'eatre,    1453.  Th.  shoten ;  read  shete.    Th.  goodnesse  (far 

good  mes) ;  of.  3462.     1498.  G.  velaynesly ;  Th.  vilaynonsly.     1527.  Both  mnsede  so. 

Page  17.     1591.  Both  entrees;  F.  Tout  Veatre,    1593.  Both  ye  {for  he).     1594.  Both 

Ye  {for  He).     1608.  Both  langhyng  (!) ;  read  loving. 

Page  18.  1641.  Both  sighed.  1644.  Both  strengthes.  1648.  G.  bitrisshed,*  Th. 
bytresshed.  1663.  Both  me ;  read  be ;  F.  ^<«t«.  1666.  G.  wole ;  Th.  woL  1674.  Tli. 
ware ;  G.  waxe ;  both  have  Bone.  1698.  Both  hath ;  omit  wel  ?  170a  Both  rosesi 
1713.  Both  For  ;  read  Fol. 

Page  19.  1721.  G.  botheom  ;  Th.  botfanm.  1732.  J3o<;k  Sithen.  1758.  Both  twa(?X 
1766.  Both  certis  eaenly ;  read  oerteinly.  1771.  Both  his ;  read  a.  1814.  Both  lefte  (!) ; 
read  felte. 

Page  20.     1848.   Both  mighte  it.     1851.  Both  sene  I  hadde.     1853-4.  Both  ihan^ 
more ;  eee  1.  1857.     186a  G.  Castith  ;  Th.  C^isteth.     1913,  1914.  Trantpoeed  in  G.,  Th. 
Page  21.     1924.  Both  softyng;  see  1925.     1925.   Both  prikkith.     1965.  Both  lone; 
read  loaexs.    2U02.  Both  of;  read  ta 
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Piige  22.  aoiS.  Both  qnejmt.  mh^.  BoUi  taken ;  read  tan ;  ef.  ao68.  3046.  Both 
djsieyned ;  F.  Deeeug.  3067.  Both  saspriBed.  ao68.  Both  taken ;  food  taai ;  of.  2044. 
J076.  a.  diaefle ;  Th.  deeeae  ;  F.  desaaisir.    3116.  Both  degree. 

^kge  98.  3154.  BotA  bxgynneth  to  amende^  3176.  G.  say ;  Th.  iaya.  ai^.  Both 
▼nto ;  /or  to,    2195.  Bo^A  in  ;  rflod  a. 

'PagB  2A.  3364.  Bofli  on ;  rtad  npon.  m/i.  Th.  aomere ;  G.  awmere ;  see  9687. 
2U79.  BcrfA  costneth ;  F.  ooMtte,  9185.  Both  Faroe.  2294.  G.  Th.  knowith  (!) ;  F.  rit, 
ayoa.  Both  pleyxMth  ;  read  pkgneih.    3337.  BoM  menen. 

Page  25.  3336.  Boefc  londes ;  read  lonei.  3341.  BMA  this  twifU ;  read  swich  yiffc ; 
F.  «<  HeA«  doft.  3365.  Both  and ;  read  in.  0437.  Th.  sene ;  read  sende ;  F.  «neoier. 
2433.  Th.  gone  and  visyten. 

Page  S6.  3466^  Better  omU  ot  H73^  ^oth  Thought ;  read  That  gweto  ?  2499.  ^• 
yitt ;  Th.  yet ;  rwid  yil 

Page  27.  2564.  Th.  forwevede ;  G.  forweriede;  tee  3251.  3369.  Bothae ;  rsodaeme. 
2617.  Both  I  irota  not ;  read  I  noot.  3619.  Both  better:  2621.  Both  on  hir  I  caste. 
2622.  Both Thatb    26a&  Both  liggen;  read  ly. 

Page  28L  fldisDu  BotA  vhider  (!%  2675.  Th»  whan ;  G.  whanne ;  read  wham  or 
whom ;  F.  Be  qtU  iu  ne  puee  avoir  aiift,  2676.  Oormpt.  F.  Au  deparUr  la  porte  baiae 
(Le.  the  lover  U  to  kiss  the  doorX  3709,  371a  Both  more,  fore^  3712.  Both  to  gon ; 
omit  ta 

Page  29.  3774.  Both  aftirward.  2796^  G.  Thenkyng ;  Th.  Thynkyng ;  c£  3804. 
2&14.  Both  not  ben ;  F.  tu  eeroiee,    2933.  Both  me  ;  read  hem ;  cf.  2845. 

Page  BO.    2917.  Both  thou  (for  they).    2935.  Both  dechired  thee. 

Page  81.    2992.  Both  warrans ;  F.  Gfe  voue  ipuie  Mm  garantir. 

Page  82.  3092.  Both  Yenns  hath  fiemod.  31 15.  Both  arise.  3125.  Both  And  late 
(or  lette)  it  growe  {too  long).  3136.  Th.  His  eyes  reed  sparclyng  aa  the  fyre-glowe 
(too  long) ;  sparclyng  ia  a  gUm  on  reed. 

Page  88.  3x5a  G.  it;  Th.  he;  read  liF,ge,  3207.  Both  For  Nattire ;  lomU  For. 
3209.  Both  but  if  the. 

Page  84.  3264.  Both  seyne ;  feyne  eeema  better.  3374.  Both  he  be  a ;  /  omit  a. 
350X.  After  gete,  Th.  ineerte  the,  and  G.  thee.  3319.  Both  thought ;  read  taoghte. 
5331.  Both  Who  that ;  I  omit  that.    3337.  Both  chensaance ;  F.  chevieance* 

PageSfi.  3399i  Th.forbode;  G.forbede;  rwdforbad.  3433.  Th.8Qche;  G.siohen; 
F.  puis  qu'il  me  eleL 

Page  86.  3447.  Both  wheiB  that  the;  I  omit  that.  349a  Both  That  he  had. 
3491.  G.  Thanne;  Th.  Than;  read  That ;  F.  Qu*  Amors.  3532.  Both  ye  {Jbr  he); 
T.QueiL     3525.  Botil  it  is. 

Page 87.  3548.  This  (=This  is);  F.  Ceat,  3554.  Both  Vpon  (for  On).  3604.  Bead 
thar ;  Th.  dare.    3626.  Th.  eftares.    3643.  Th.  the  god  of  blesse  ;  F.  JHex  la  beneie. 

Page  88.  366a  Th.  That  so ;  omit  so.  369U  Th.  grapes  be  ripe.  3694.  Both  Though. 
3697.  Both  rennyng  (!).  3698.  Both  come  (aXmtrdly) ;  see  L  2700  ;  read  to  me.  371a  G. 
herte  is ;  Th.  hert  Is ;  read  hertis  (=hertesX  3718.  Both  neithir  (/or  nox\  3745.  Both 
pleyne  or  playne.    3751.  Both  ye ;  read  to. 

Page  89.  3755.  Th.  with  his  hete.  375^  Both  inaeH  me  after  bad.  3774.  G.  it 
wine ;  Th.  at  wyL    3851.  Both  verge ;  eee  3234. 

Page  40.  388a  Both  lye,  3895.  Both  trechoors.  3902.  Both  herte  I  crye. 
3907.  Both  lowe  ;  read  loade.  3928^  Both  mnst ;  read  mot ;  supply  taka  3942.  Both 
Do ;  read  To.    3943.  Both  Thanne  (or  Than)  close ;  F.  Qui  Us  roaea  dorra  entor. 
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"PtLgh  41.  3994.  Th.  ▼ilaaooAly ;  O.  Tilaynesly.  4021.  0.  an  high;  Tku  aa  bye. 
4036.  Both  To  mskk^ 

Page  42.    4089.  Bothplace  it  e^fter  I. 

Page  43.  4181.  Both  of;  read  as.  4188.  Both  Boaea;  F.  rotien.  4194.  J3M4  who 
{for  whicheX 

Page  44.  4273.  Both  walketh  (!).  4385.  Both  Which  (>br  Thar);  pjoin^  fw  mme, 
4391.  Bo^  exoept.  4322.  Both  wente  aboute  (!) ;  rtad  wende  a  bought  (a  —  have) ; 
F.  67e0  cuidoie  avoir  achetit  (I  weened  to  have  bought  themX  4339.  Q-.  tilien ;  Th. 
tyllers.-   4353.  Both  wente  best  abonen  to  hane. 

Page  45.  4363.  Both  but ;  rwd  aL  Both  lust  4365.  Both  is  ;  read  am.  4366;  Boik 
charge.    4372.  Ot.  wole ;  Th.  vol ;  read  waL    4425.  Both  good. 

Page  46.  4467.  Both^  her  (J^  hiaX  4476^  Both  preiae.  455a  A)(A  Lone;  r^ead 
lorde.    4556.  Th.  moche  that  it ;  G.  mych  that. 

F&ge  47.  4561.  Both  yeue  good  mile ;  F.  m  lHe»  plaigt,  4587.  Both  ne  &£lid ; 
J  omit  ne.    4617.  BotA  not ;  read  nist ;  cf.  4626.    4657.  Both  I ;  read  han. 

Page  48.  4705.  Both  And  through  the ;  read  A  tronthe.  4721.  Th.  lyke ;  G.  like ; 
read  sike.  4722.  G.  trust ;  Th.  truste ;  (thrust  =  thirst).  Both  and  {/or  in). 
4723.  Both  And.    4725.  Both  And.    4731.  BofA  Sen. 

F>«e  ^«  4755-  -Qo^  by(>br  beX  47^*  -BoeA  That;  fisod  But.  4793.  Both  eaer; 
react  er  (Le.  before).  4796.  BotA  al  by  partuere.  4799.  Both  greven.  4807.  Both 
difi^ed  here.  481 1.  G.  Icned ;  Th.  knedde.  4812.  Both  With.  4823.  Both  engendmre ; 
eee  61 14.    4837.  Both  han  her  lust.    4846.  Both  what ;  fbr  who. 

Page  60.  4858.  Both  their.  4892.  G.  perell ;  Th.  parel ;  lut  read  tyme  (sm  a^^\ 
4921.  Both  But  that  if.    4933.  Both  this.    4935.  Both  yonthes  chambre  (or  ohambere); 

F.  Joneace  aa  ehamberiere,  4943.  Both  And  mo  of  (I).  4945.  Both  remembreth. 
4948.  Both  him.  • 

Page  61.     4955.    Both  gan.     4960.   Both  neither  preise.     5004.    Th.  stondeth; 

G.  atondith.    501a  Both  weped.    5021.  Both  he  {Jt>r  hirX    5028.  Both  list  to  lone. 
Page  62.    5050^  Both  gouen.    5051.  Both  so;  read  sho  {or  sheX    5059.  Both  looed. 

5068.  Both  That ;  read  But ;  cf.  47^*  5085.  Both  to ;  read  they.  5107.  G.  herfoexect 
hem;  Th.  herborest.  5116.  Both  the;  read  thy;  F.  ton.  51 17.  Both  by  thought; 
F.  tajoneace.    5144.  G.  ay  ;  Th.  aye ;  read  alway. 

Page  58.  5155.  Both  That ;  F.  Lore.  5162.  Perhape  say  =  aaaay.  5201  {rubric).  Both 
Aunsete ;  error  for  Amistie.    5229.  Both  00  state ;  read  oon  estate ;  eee  540a 

Page  54.  5278.  Both  bothe  the.  5283.  Both  tbis.  5285.  Both  jrnyte  (!X  5287.  Both 
And ;  read  A  man.  5292.  Th.  causes ;  G.  cause ;  eee  5301,  5523.  5335.  Both  he ;  c£ 
5337*  5341*    534i.  Both  hir ;  read  the.    5345.  Bo^  Thurgh  the ;  I  omit  the. 

Page  55.  536a  Both  greueth  so  groueth.  5379.  Both  him  silf  {or  aelfe). 
5389.  Both  kepen  ay  his ;  aee  5367.  5393.  /  omit  alle  6^/br0  bis.  5401.  Both  ought  to 
be.  5404.  Both  hath.  5408.  G.  it ;  read  in  ;  Th.  omiti,  5419,  5420,  5425,  5427,  5436. 
Both  hym  (!) ;  F.  lee.    5433.  Bo<fc  to  {for  so). 

Page  56.  5452.  Th.  chere  (/or  there) ;  G.  cheer  (!).  5463.  Boe^  thus.  5478.  Both 
For  to  shewe ;  read  She  sheweth.  5486.  Both  affect.  5491.  Both  For  al  that  yeueth 
here  out  of  drede.  5493.  G.  late ;  Th.  lette.  5544.  Both  fablyng ;  F.  eheana  (L  e. 
fistUingX    5546.  Both  caste. 

Page  57.  5555.  Both  in  {for  is).  5556.  Both  Aeipe  {error  far  doje  =  dothX  5569^  Th. 
haue  you  to  haue ;  G,  ha  yow  to  ha.  5577.  Both  peroeyueth.  559a  G.  mavis ;  OBl 
mauys ;  F.  mtd$  (bushels).    5598.  Both  that  {for  itX    5617.  Both  beme.   5641.  Both  take. 
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Page  58.  5699.  Both  where ;  F.  guerre,  5701.  Bath  ahal  thogh  he  hath  geten  {\\ 
5713.  Both  Thua  is  thorst.  5741.  G.  fy ;  Th.  fye ;  read  By.  (From  /y  to  «v  meaas 
ftom  the  first  syllable  of  yV-^i^cien  (phisician)  to  the  seoond.) 

Page  69.  5755.  Both  shewing.  5761-2.  Supply  it  in  5761 ;  it  occurs  nfter  lT\TnH\\f  in 
5763.    5781.  Both  The  ;  F.  Trois.    5788.  Both  vnto.    5821.  Bo^A  nyl  not. 

Page  60.  5855.  Both  kepte ;  F.  qui  meatrie,  $96o.  Both  that  ilke.  588^  Both  As 
my  nede  is.    59cx>.  Both  That  sach  toores  ben  ;  /  omit  That  and  ben. 

Page  61.  5942.  Both  folyly.  5959.  £otA  beante  (!).  5960.  Both  That  I ;  /  omU 
That.  5976.  Both  tol  dere.  6002.  Both  grede ;  arror  /or  gnede.  6006.  Both  beaate  {aa 
^  5959)*    6009.  Th.  wol ;  G.  wole. 

Page  62.    6064.  BoCA  hindreth. 

Page  68.  6165.  Both  which ;  F.  tex  (snohX  6169.  Both  lette.  6174.  Both  nede  ;  F. 
lewignea.  6205. 1  supply  this  line  ;  went  his  wyle  =  turns  aside  his  oraft.  6206.  Th. 
begylen ;  G.  bygylyng.    6237.  Th.  oommen ;  G.  comyn. 

Page  64.  6243.  Both  fal  many;  omit  fed.  6256.  Both  maketh  the;  omit  the. 
6292.  Bath  planten  most.  6296.  Both  feyne  ;  F.  dire.  (^14.  Both  insert  shal  before 
never.    6317,  6318.  Two  half-lines  lost ;  words  supplied  by  KaloBk 

Piage65.  6341.  Bath  and  Teyned(!);  for  streyned;  see  73661  6355.  J3o£fc  loly  (!) ; 
recid  blynde.  /  supply  ther.  6.72.  A  line  lost ;  supplied  as  in  Morris's  edition ; 
F.  Si  n*en  sui  mes  si  receus.    6378.  Both  I  (Jbr  me).    6407.  Both  not ;  read  yit. 

Page  66.  646a  Both  it  is ;  F.  PorquoL  6466.  Both  woth  (!).  648X.  Both  seraest ; 
F.  aembles.  6491.  Both  bettir.  6493.  Both  of  a  pore.  650a  Both  me  a  dyne. 
6515.  Both  not.    6522.  Both  Hath  a  sonle.    6532.  G.  thrittene ;  Th.  thirtene  (wrongly). 

Plage  67.  6539,  G.  beggith  ;  Th.  beggeth.  6542.  G.  goddis ;  Th.  goddes.  6565.  Q. 
ther ;  Th.  their.  6569.  Both  yaf.  657a  G.  folkis ;  Th.  folkes.  6572.  Both  they ;  read 
leye ;  F.  gisoient    6606.  Both  Ben  somtyme  in ;  see  6610. 

Page  6a  6667.  Both  hane  bidde ;  /  omit  bane.  6688.  Th.  hondis ;  G.  omits. 
6700.  Both  Tit.    6707.  Both  mendiciens  (-enceX 

Ptage  69.    6819.  Both  wrine ;  both  hem ;  both  at.    6823, 6824.  Both  Tohhyng,  gilyng. 

Page  70.  688a  Th.  Ne  wol ;  G.  Wol ;  read  Nil  6902,  6907.  Both  bnrdons. 
6911.  Both  bnrdons ;  but  borders  are  meant.     6925,  6926.  Both  him. 

Page  71.  6974.  /  omit  a  ajter  tymes.  7018.  G.  werrien  ;  Th.  wenyen.  7029.  Both 
these  {Jbr  thefe),  and  that  (for  or) ;  F.  Urres  oti,    7Q3&  Both  them. 

Page  72.  7041.  G.  cheffis  ;  Th.  cheifes ;  F.  frontages.  7092.  Th.  We  had  ben  tur- 
mented  al  and  some ;  (G.  difflBrmt  line^  in  late  ?umd) ;  F.  Tout  eust  este  tormente, 
7109^  G.  has  here  L  7110,  followed  by  a  blank  line ;  Th.  Tuts  That  they  [read  he]  ne  might 
the  booke  by,  faUoued  by  a  spurious  line.    711a  Th.  To  the  copye,  if  hem. 

Page  78.  7145.  Bath  no.  7159.  Both  vpon.  7173,  7174. 1  supply  these  lines  hy  con- 
jecture ;  F.  Par  Pierre  vail  le  Pape  entendre.  7180.  Both  That  (read  And) ;  to  (read 
thatX     7231.  Both  worthy ;  see  7104.    Both  mynystres ;  read  maistres. 

Page  74.    7316.  Both  slayn ;  F.  escorchi^ 

Page  75.    7368.  G.  gracche ;  Th.  gratche.      7389.  Th.  deuysed.      7392.  Th.  salowe ; , 
read  falowe.    7394.  Th.  to ;  9^00^  tho.    7409.  Th.  And.    7429^  Th.  humbly.    743a.  Th. 
remeoed. 

Page  76,  7473.  Th.  hath  hadde  the.  7488.  Th.  doughty  (!) ;  F.  poudreua,  7533.  Th« 
she  TkaJb  herselfe  (iorongly). 

Page  7a  7653.  G.  wole ;  Th.  wol.  7662.  Both  wot ;  F.  fait  7663.  Th.  we  (for  ye)  j 
O.  omits. 
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L    AN  A,B.C. 

The  MSS.  used  to/arm  thia  text  are :  0.=  MS.  Ffl  5.  jo  in  the  Cambw  Univ. Library; 
Jo.=  MS.  G.  21,  in  St.  John's  Ck>llege,  Cambridge;  QL=01JUgow  MS.  Q.  a.  25; 
L.  =  MS.  Land  740,  in  the  Bodleian  Library ;  Gg.  =  MS.  Gg.  4.  27,  in  the  Camh. 
Uniy.  Library ;  F.  =  Fairfax  16,  in  the  Bodleian ;  B.  =  Bodley  638 ;  Sion  =  Sion 
ColL  MS.  The  textfoUowa  cUmly  thejlrst  of  thete;  but  is  corrected  by  coUatkm  wUk 
the  athere. 

Page  81.  163.  AU  the  MSS,  inseH  soffit  after  eek ;  probably  caught  J)rom  the  Uwe 
above.  Or  perhaps  his  herte  vtas  caught  firom  the  line  below;  in  uthich  case,  read  And 
snffred  eek,  that  Longins  him  pighte.  And  note,  that  pighte  should  surely  be  prighte, 
i.  e.  pricked,  as  in  Cant.  Tales,  F  418.  Pighte  properly  means  pitched.  Hemee  read  : 
And  suffred  eek,  that  Longins  him  prighte. 

IL    THE  COMPLEYNTE  UNTO  PITR 
The  MSS.  are:  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16} ;  B.  (Bodily  638) ;  Sh.  (Shirley's 

MS.,  Harl.  78) ;   Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  T.^  here  put  far  Trin. 

(Trin.  CoU.  Camb.  B.  3.  19) ;  aXao  Ha.  (HarL  7578).     2%6  tesAfXUiws  F.  Motaiy. 
Page  82.    2U  MSS.  was  {for  nas),  ticioe;  wrongly.    77.  MSS.  is  {fbr  nisX 

in.    THE  BOOK  OF  THE  DUCHESSE. 

The  authorities  are  only  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532) ;  and  three  MSS.^  viz.  F.  (Fair&c 
16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  B.  (Bodley  638).  /  follow  F.  nuUnly,  B.  and  F.  are  much 
alike. 

Page  88.    d  AU  take  no  kepe.     14.  AU  sorwftil  (badly) ;  read  sory.     33.  AU  this. 

Page  84.  76.  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  of  Alcyone  his  -wyfe.  80.  Not  tn  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F. 
began  to  yeme ;  read  gan  to  erme.  82.  Not  in  Tnu  B. ;  Th.  F.  her  thought  so  {copied 
from  81) ;  read  he  dwelte  sa  86.  Not  <n  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  That  she  had  this ;  lomU  Ae, 
and  supply  alas  from  87,  wTiere  it  occurs  after  him,  and  makes  the  Une  too  long. 
101.  All  this  lady ;  for  she.  107.  AU  wepte ;  read  weep.  131.  AU  right  so  (but  right 
belongs  to  L  132). 

Page  85.  149.  AU  speke  right  so  (but  right  belongs  to  L  150).  158,  159.  AU  noght 
(for  nothing).  175.  Tn.  slepte ;  F.  slept ;  see  177.  185.  AU  up  and  axed.  aui.  AU  am. 
ao6.  I  supply  look.    207.  AU  for  sache ;  read  at  whiche.     312.  AU  alias ;  read  A, 

Page  86.  264.  AU  insert  qnene  (^/ler  goddesse.  294.  All  And;  read  L  296.  AU 
insert  my  b^ore  slepe.  300b  All  oner  al ;  I  omit  oner.  328.  AU  and  of  king.  3J9.  AU 
repeat  of  king  b^ore  Lamedon.  33a  AU  insert  And  eke  b^ors  of  Medea.  331.  AU 
and  of  (for  andX  33a.  (Marked  by  mistake  ;  so  in  MSS.)  334.  AU  And ;  read  OL 
541.  AU  insert  to  before  cold. 

Page87.  34&  ^22  And  I;  omit  And.  38a  jiaandsoat;  omttso.  44>  AUisueH 
right  before  wonder. 

Page  8a  454.  AU  but  B.  insert  right  b^fbre  yong.  473.  AU  inseH  fal  b^cs-B  w«L 
479i  After  this  line^  Th.  inserts  And  thns  in  sorowe  lefke  me  alone ;  it  is  spurkms. 
[Hence  there  is  no  line  480.]  498.  AU  for  ther  no ;  and  is  (for  was).  517.  AU  had 
ygret ;  read  grettfi  ;  see  S103.    548.  Insert  good ;  of.  714,  721. 

Page  89.    S7^  -^^^  'with  his ;  omit  his.    571.  AU  may  no ;  omit  no.    583.  AU  so  fol ; 
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omit  fbl.  584.  AU  That;  read  Thogh.  585.  For Uu  former  hit,  all  have  him ;  eee 
585.  589.  F.  B.  Thesiphtis ;  Tn.  Tesiphns ;  Th.  Te^yphus  (misicriUen  for  Cesiphns  = 
Sesiphns).  599.  P.  Th.  8orowe(!);  Tn.  florov(!);  read  long.  63a  Th.  Tn.  floures; 
F.  B.  floaiys ;  read  floor  is. 

Page  90.  66fy.  AU  in  the ;  omit  the.  681.  All  she  my  fers ;  read  my  fers  she 
(Koch).  693.  AU  For  ther ;  omit  For.  731.  AU  yis  parde ;  omit  yia.  728.  All  also  ; 
read  als.  733.  ^ZZ  the  qnene ;  omit  the.  74a  A2Z  no  man ;  read  noon.  745.  F.  Tn. 
Jjoo  she  that  may  be ;  Th.  Howe  that  may  be ;  here  she  is  an  error  for  sir ;  and  how 
that  may  be  for  how  may  that  be  ,*  the  edition  of  1550  hat  Howe  may  that  be. 

Page  91.  751.  AU  insert  shalt  after  thou ;  ondt  it  (Koch).  771.  All  I  prayde ;  omit 
I.  779.  AU  moete  able ;  omit  moste.  785.  AU  ryght  so ;  omit  ryght.  803.  AU  That 
tyme  and ;  omit  That  tyme.  805.  All  on  a  day.  806.  AU  ther  that  I ;  omit  that. 
833.  ^U  Than  any  other  planete  in  heven.  838.  All  and  of;  omit  of.  829.  AU  and 
so ;  omit  and.  84a  iiR  connseyl  (a  ^Zom  upon  reed,  fAa  original  vcord),  844.  ^{^ 
better. 

Page  92.  895.  All  Bnt  which ;  omit  Bnt.  905.  Was  white  ;  omit  white  {reserved 
for  L  948).  934.  ^a  swere  wel ;  omit  weL  930.  AU  never  yet ;  omit  yet.  943.  ^2Z 
and  pare  flat ;  omit  pnre.    943.  AU  or ;  rea<{  and. 

Page  9S.  959.  All  nere  pore;  omit  pure.  971.  AU  swere  wel;  rea<Z  sweren* 
9^.  ^ZZ  And  therto ;  omit  And.  997.  ^ZZ  What  harme  was;  but  harm  is  mono- 
ayUabic  1030.  wolde  not ;  fvcul  nolde.  1008.  ^ZZ  into;  read  to.  1040.  ^ZZ  and  my 
goddesse  (!) ;  read  and  my  lisse  (Le.  consolation).     1051.  AU  loked  her ;  omit  her. 

Page  94.  1075.  All  nay  trewly  I ;  omit  trewly.  1099.  AU  oonde  tho;  read  tho 
(»nde.     1 147.  .4ZZ  hit  not  never ;  omit  not. 

Page  96.  1188.  .4ZZ  am;  read  nam.  1189.  AU  sey  right;  omit  right.  1234.  .4ZZ  to 
false  ;  omit  to.     1339.  AU  ryght  as  ;  ondt  ryght. 

Page  96.     1364.  AU  thynges ;  read  thing.     1323.  .^ZZ  ther  was ;  omit  ther. 

IV.    THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  MAKS.  * 

The  authorities  are:  F.  (Fairfax  16);  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  Ju.  (Julian  Notary's 
edition);  HarL  (Haxt.  7333);  T.  (IVin.  OolL  CamK,  B.  3.  30);  At.  <Aroh.  Selden  B.  34, 
in  the  Bodleian  Library) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1533).    IfoUow  F.  mcdnly. 

Ffege  96w    89.  AU  nygh  dreynt ;  omit  nygh.     135.  AU  transpose  hir  and  don. 

Page  99.  141.  jIZZ  god  helpe ;  read  helpe  god ;  and  accent  sely  and  Tenns  on  tJis 
latter  syUable. 

Page  lOa    S74.  Most  UBS.  have  to  so ;  T.  omits  to. 

V.    THE  PARLEMENT  OF  FOULE&   ' 

The  authorities  are:  F.  (Fairftut  16);  Qg.  (Og.  4.  ay,  Camb.  Univ.  library);  Trin. 
(Trin.  Coll.  Camb.  R.  3.  19) ;  Cx.  (Caxton*s  edition) ;  HarL  (Harleiaa  7333) ;  O.  (St, 
John's  Coll.,  Oxford) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  1.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library).  I  have  also  consulted  Tn. 
(Tanner  346);   D.  (Digby  181);  and  others.     I  fMow  F.  moMy;  chiefly  corrected 

Page  101.    39.  AU  he ;  read  hit ;  see  36,  43. 

Page  106.    396W  AU  have  formed. 

Page  109.    613.  Og.  reofiUles  (!) ;  PepySj  rowthiUl ;  red  rewfU  (0« 
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VI,    A  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  LADY. 

Ofdy  two  M8.  copUt :  Sh.  (Shirley's  MS.,  HarL  78) ;  Ph.  (PhillippB  9053.  now  Addit 
34560).  Aho  Ed.  (edition  of  1561).  I  follow  Sh.  maifdy;  h%U  correct  many  bad 
apelUngs  ;  and  wpply  many  toordSt  and  even  Itnea,    Lines  124-153  are  in  Ph.  oniy. 

Pa^e  111.  14.  AU  now  doth ;  I  omit  now.  15.  Thie  line  is  afuppUed,  to  rime  wUk 
1.  17.  19.  Sh.  and  yit  my;  I  put  fro  Jbr  yit.  24.  This  line  supplied;  to  rime  tcitk 
1.  22  ;  of.  CompL  of  Mars,  189.  25,  36.  Supplied ;  of.  CompL  to  Pite,  22,  17 ;  Anriida, 
307.    33.  I  omit  she  b^ore  sleeth.    56.  A  line  lost ;  supplied  Jivm  Anelida,  181. 

Page  112.  59.  Supplied  fi'om  Anelida,  182.  68.  Sh.  ener  do.  78.  Sh.  yoore ;  read  yom. 
79.  Sh.  wist  that  were  ;  /  ovnit  that.  Sh.  your  hyenesse  {repeated  from  76) ;  read  yow 
distresse.  82.  {The  dagger  should  precede  is) ;  Sh.  thane  is ;  omit  thane.  102.  Sh.  heon 
ener ;  read  ever  been.  103.  Imperfect;  I  supply  here.  104.  Sh.  Bat  the ;  omit  But 
1x4.  Sh.  nonght;  read  nothing.  120.  Sh.  no  trewer  so  verrayly;  Ed.  no  trewer 
verely  {false  rime).  127.  Ph.  For  wele  ;  om.  For.  129.  Not  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  That  yaw 
myght  offenden.     132.  Not  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  no  blisse ;  omit  no.     133.  Ph.  dwelle  withyo. 

Vn.    ANELIDA  AND  ABCTTE. 

Authorities :  HaxL  (HarL  7333) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  D.  (Digbfy  181); 
Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  B.  (Bodley  638);  Lt.  (Longleat  MS.) ;  Th.  (Thynne*8  edition, 
'53^X    I  follow  F.  mainly. 

Page  114.  91.  Th.  Tn.  Harl.  tmsteth ;  rest  trusted;  read  trust  (=tnistetli)L 
129.  ^U  longer  she  ;  omit  she. 

Page  115.     174.  AU  speketh  she.     191.  AU  un-to  ;  read  to. 

Page  116.    241.  AU  be  fonnde ;  but  be  toas  copied  in  from  L  24a 

Vin.     CHAUCEES  WOEDES  UNTO  ADAM. 
From  T.  (Trin.  Ck>ll.  Camb.,  B.  3.  20).    Also  in  Ed.  (edition  of  1561). 
Page  118.    3.  T.  thy  long  lokkes ;  omit  long.    4.  T.  wryte  more  tmwe ;  omU  more. 

IX.    THE  FOBMEB  AGE. 

Two  copies:  L  (IL  3.  21,  Camb.  Uniy.  Library);  Hh.  (Hh.  4.  12,  in  the  Bsane). 
Chi^yfroml, 

Page  118i  3.  I.  paled  of  the ;  omit  the.  11.  L  gnodded ;  Hh.  knoddyd ;  oorrectfy 
gulden,  pt,  pi.  ot/gnlden. 

Page  119.  23.  Both  No  batails  trompes ;  omU  batailSw  34.  L  No  places  wHdnesse; 
Hh.  No  place  of  wiLdneflse ;  omit  places,  place  of.    56.  A  line  lost ;  I  supply  it 

X.  FOETUNE. 

Authorities:  I.  (li  3.  21,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  A.  (Ashmdid  59);  T.  (Trin.  ColL 
Camb.) ;  F.  (Faiz&z  16) ;  B.  (Bodley  638) ;  H.  (HarL  2251X 

XL     MEBCILES  BEAUTE. 
One  copy :  P.  (Pepys  2006X    36.  P.  this ;  read  ther. 

XIL    TO  BOSEMOUNDR 
One  copy:  MS.  Bawl.  Poet.  163  ;  leaf  114. 
Page  121.    II.  semy  (nc) ;  read  seemly,    fynall  {for  final,  a  misreading  of  smal). 
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Xm.    TEUTH. 

AuOtoritiea:  At.  (Addii.  10340);  Gg.  (Gg.  4.  27,  Camb.  Univ.  libraiy) ;  R  (Elles- 
more  MS.) ;  Ct  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7);  T.  (Trin.  ColL  E.  3.  20);  F.  (EVurfax  16) ;  and 
others,     Ch^fly  from  E.     The  Envoy  i$  in  At.  oidy. 

Page  122.  19.  Know  thy  contrae ;  HarL  F.  T.  Loke  vp  on  hie.  so.  Hold  the  hye 
wey ;  Harl.  F.  Weyve  thy  lust. 

XIV.    GENTILESSE. 

AtsUwrities:  A.  (Aahmole  59);  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  B.  3.  20);  Harl.  (HaxL  7333);  Ct. 
(Cotton,  Caeop.  D.  7) ;  Ha.  (HarL  7578) ;  Add.  (Addit.  23139) ;  Cx.  (Carton's  edition). 
IfcUow  Gz.  mainly. 

Page  128.  20.  Cx.  makes  hem  eyres,  that  can  hem  qneme  ;  A.  mathe  his  heyre 
him  that  wol  him  qweme  ;  Ct.  That  maJketh  his  heires  hem,  &o. 

XV.     LAK  OP  STEDPASTNESSE. 
AtOhorities:  HaxL  (Harl.  7333);  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  B.  3.  ao);  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7); 
P.  (Fairfax  16);  Add.  (Addit.  22139);   Bann.  (Bannatyne);  Th.  (Thynne's  edition, 
1532) ;  and  others.    IfdUow  Ct.  mainly. 

XVI.    LENVOY  A  SCOGAN. 

AfUhorUiee :  Gg.  (Gg.  4. 27^  Camb.  Univ.  Libraiy) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  P.  (Pepys  2006) ; 
Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532).    IfoUow  P.  mainly. 

XVn.     LENVOY  A  BUKTON. 
Authorities:  P.  (Fairfax  16);  Th.  (Thynne's  edition) ;  Jn.  (Julian  Notary's  edition). 
I  follow  F.  mainly. 

XVIIL    THE  COMPLEYNT  OP  VENUS. 

Authorities:  T.  (Trin.  ColL  B.  3-  ^);  A.  (Ashmole  59);  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  P. 
(Fairfax  16);  Pf.  (Ff.  1. 6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Ar.  (Arch.  Selden,  P.  24) ;  P.  (Pepys 
aoo6) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532X    I  follow  P.  mainly. 

N.B.  Another  authority  is  the  set  of  three  original  French  Ballades  by  Otes  de 
Grannson,  which  Chancer  here  imitates. 

Page  125.  31.  AU  Pley  or  Pleye ;  read  Pleyne,  tranOation  of  original  French 
riahtdre. 

XIX.    THE  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  PUBSE. 

Authorities:  P.  (Fairfax  16) ;  HarL  (HarL  7333) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ; 
P.  (Pepys  2006) ;  Add.  (Addit.  22139)  J  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  ed.  1532). 
IfoUow  P.  mainly. 

XX-    PBOVEBBS. 

AuihoHties:  P.  (Fairfax  16);  Ha.  (HarL  7578);  Ad.  (Addit.  16165).  I  follow  P. 
mainly. 

Page  126.     j.  AU  insert  thus  after  these ;  I  omit  thus. 

XXI.     AGAINST  WOMEN  UNCONSTANT. 
Authorities :  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  P.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Ha.  (HarL  3758) ;  Ed.  (Stowe's 
edition,  1561)1 

Page  127.     17.  AU  stondeth  ■  read  stant. 
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XXIL    COMPLEINT  DAMOtTBS. 

AuOwrUiit:  HarL(HarL  7333);  F-  (Fairfax  16);  B.  (Bodiey  638). 
Page  127.  4.  All  right  thus ;  omit  right.  9.  AUNe;  read  For. 
Page  12&    86.  I  supply  theT./Voi»  ParL  Fooles,  310. 

XXIII.    A  BALADE  OP  COMPLEYNT. 
Sole  copy :  MS.  Addit.  16165,  fol.  356,  back. 

XXIV.     WOMANLY  NOBLESSE, 

SdUcopy:  KS.  Addit.  343^^  fol.  ai,  back. 

Page  129.  13.  ThU  line  is  supplied  hy  coni^dure,  18.  MS.  for  io ;  J  omU  for. 
35.  And  thynkith  be  raison  (too  long),  36.  for  til  do  the ;  /  omit  the,  cmd  subetUute  to 
/ortiL 

TRANSLATION  OF  BOETHIUS. 

AuthoriUet:  C.  (Camb.  Univ.  Libraxy,  IL  3.  31);  A.  (Addit.  10340);  Ed.  (Tbyime*8 
edition,  1533) ;  Ox.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  li.  (IL  i.  38) ;  &o.     IfoUow  G.  mainly. 

Page  181.    P&08S  I.  74.  Cx.  Th.  from ;  MSS.  omit  from. 

Pag©  133.  Ph.  m.  63.  Ox.  Th.  Soranos  (ae  in  Latin  text) ;  C.  A.  Soctow.  Mkt.  IV. 
12.  Ox.  Th.  leyte  ;  IL  leit ;  C.  A.  light. 

Page  184.  Pa.  IV.  97.  This  Qloee  is  misplaced  in  the  MSS. ;  it  comes  in  hcf&n  Tezttts 
in  1.  87. 

Page  144.    Pr.  III.  66.  J  omit  and  before  ftdfoldeat ;  it  is  toorse  than  needless. 

Page  163.    Pr.  VIII.  38.  C.  A.  ^vrindinge ;  Cx.  Mrjndy ;  Lat.  uentosam. 

Page  15&    Pr.  IL  135.  /  supply  nat,  for  clearness ;  it  is  impUed  in  thefaXUmk^  ne. 

Page  isa    Ps.  VL  300.    AU  the  ;  read  that. 

Page  190.  Met.  VLsS.  i2«(u2  bretheth ;  IL  brethith  ;  A.  bredith ;  C  Ed.  bezwth; 
laX,  spiral. 

Page  196.    Pr.  III.  193.  AU  of  the  -whiche  {no  sense)  ]  read  than  -whioha. 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE. 

AuikoriUes:  01.  (Campflall  MS.) ;  Op.  (Oorp.  Ohr.  Coli  Cam.  61);  H.  (HarL  9986): 
Ha.  (HarL  3943);  Cm.  (Gg.  4.  37,  in  Oamb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Ed.  (edition  by  ISiynnc, 
1533).    IfdUow  OL  and  Op.  mainly^  vMth  are  mwh  alike. 

Page  247.     17.  AU  hem  ;  read  him  ;  M0  L  19. 

Page  249.  144.  OL  Op.  H.  ben  ay  I-lyke ;  Ed.  to  ben  aye  ylike ;  Hs.  bene  ylyke ; 
Cm.  ay  ben  I-lik ;  read  been  y-Iike  ay. 

Page  255.  573.  Cm.  thoorrste ;  Op.  H.  ihroBte ;  OL  dorste  ;  H3.  Ed.  dozst ;  rvad 
thnrfte. 

Page  279.    391.  H.  tmste  (rightly) ;  rest  tmst.    AU  to  flnden  (or  finde) ;  omit  t<x 

Page  814.    1109.  AU  the  est;  read  th'est. 

Page  821.    1586.  AU  That  ahe ;  omit  That.     16x8.  AU  Come  or  Com. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


JBLfptn^jc.  129 


THE  HOUS  OF  FAME. 

AuihoritUi :  F.  (Fairfax  x6) ;  B.  (Bodley  638) ;  P.  (Pepye  mo6)  ;  Cx.  (Cazton*B  edition) 
Th.  (Thynne'B  edition,  1532X    I  follow  F.  mainly. 

Page8Si6.  8.  ilU  "vrhy  this;  omit  why.  xi.  why  these;  omit  why.  ao.  AU  is 
more ;  omit  is.    24.  .^U  needleMly  imert  the  (or  her)  6^/%>r0  brayn. 

Page  827.  88.  AU  ponerte ;  read  povert ;  or  elide  the  /buU  e.  119.  AU  slept, 
slepte;  recid  sleep  ;  see  438. 

Pa«e  829.    362.  AU  Bnt  al ;  omU  Bat 

Page  880.  366.  AU  in-to  ;  9100^  in.  370.  MSS.  Alias  {or  alas  !) ;  read  Eneas.  (How- 
ever Th.  has  him,  alas.)  399.  Cz.  Th.  Oenone  {which  read  aefowr  tyUaJtAM^  O-e-no-ne, 
OS  in  TroiL  i  654). 

Page  881.    513.  AU  sely ;  read  selly  (I  e.  strange). 

Page  882.  557.  Cx.  Th.  P.  agast  so ;  read  so  agast  603.  AU  do ;  read  done 
{gerund^  613.  AU  herke;  read  herkne;  ms  ^^$.  618.  D^idn^;  Itupply  goddesse. 
621.  jlKlytel(Utell);  readlyte. 

Page  888.    yay.  Cx.  Th.  P.  a  worthy ;  F.  B.  worthe  a ;  omit  a. 

Page  884.  764.  AU  herke ;  eee  735.  837.  F.  And  that  smn  place  stide ;  B.  Th.  And 
that  som  styde ;  {not  in  Cx.  P.) ;  read  And  that  the  mansioon  ;  eee  754,  831.  83a  AU 
That;  reod Than. 

P^ige  886.  896.  Cx.  Th.  gan  to ;  real  to ;  read  gan.  911.  AU  token  (I) ;  read  totm ; 
eee  89a 

Page  886.  1007.  F.  Cx.  Th.  B.  Athalantes;  P.  athlanntres  (of.  AUante,  Ovid, 
Fasti,  V.  83)1 

Page  887.     1114.  F.  citee  ;  P.  cite  (=site) ;  reet  oyte. 

Page  888.  1177.  Supply  cnitfrom  1.  1178,  where  it  oecure,  after  cast,  in  Cx,  Th.  P. 
1189.  R  Bahewynnes;  P.  Babewenries;  {aU  corrupt),  uia  F.  Saten;  B.  Sate;  Cx. 
Th.  Sat ;  P.  Sett ;  read  Seten. 

Page  889.  1259.  Th.  pleyeng;  reet  play.  1371.  AU  the  {put  for  thee).  1303.  F. 
hat ;  B.  hate  ;  Cx.  Th.  hackyng ;  read  hatte. 

Page  840.  1361.  F.  B.  Sit;  Cx.  P.  Sat;  read  Sitte.  1373.  AU  wonderly;  eee  1337. 
14 15.  AU  And  thus  ;  omit  And. 

Page  841.  1494.  F.  high  the  {for  highthe);  Cx.  Th.  heyght;  read  highte; 
eee  744.     1537.  AU  into ;  read  in. 

Page  842.     157a  AU  Upon ;  read  Up. 

Page  848.  1666.  AU  werkes ;  read  werk  {and  eo  in  1701, 1730).  1686.  AU  of  bawme; 
omit  o£     1725.  F.  B.  Th.  Al  so ;  reet  And  so ;  read  So. 

Page  844.     1765.  F.  B.  now  let  se ;  omit  now.     1813.  AU  grete,  gret;  read  gretest. 

Page  846.  1853.  F.  Th.  be  noght  for ;  Cx.  B.  be  for ;  read  be  bnt  for.  1887.  AU 
thinge,  thing ;  read  thinges.  1897.  All  wote ;  read  wiste ;  eee  1901.  1902.  AU  dwelled 
or  dweUyth*  1907.  B.  Whithen ;  reet  Why  than ;  read  Whiche.  1940.  F.  Cx.  B. 
hattes  (!) ;  Th.  hatches ;  read  hottes. 

Page  846.  1961, 1962.  AU  werres,  restes  ;  read  werre,  reste.  1967.  AU  and  eek  of; 
omit  and  eek  (cf.  1968).  1975.  AU  wrongly  write  misgovemement  ae  one  word. 
3009W  AU  these ;  read  swiche.  2017.  F.  frot  {for  froit  =  froit);  B.  foot;  Cx.  Th. 
swote.  2oai.  AU  yaf  in  :  omit  in.  2026.  F.  B.  here  anoon  (anon) ;  Cx.  Th.  here ;  read 
anoon  heer. 
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Page  847.  xk49.  ^K  lie  (!) ;  read  the  other.  2055.  All  And  t&ns  (teJce);  omjl  And 
(twice).  2061.  F.  B.  forth  ryght  to ;  Cz.  forth  unto ;  Th.  streysht  to ;  rmd  forth  to. 
2076.  F.  B.  Went  every  monthe  (!) ;  Th.  Cx.  Wente  eoery  tydyng ;  read  Wente  emry 
word.  2065.  AU  and  wente  ;  md  hit  wente.  2104.  B.  hAoe  that  con ;  F.  han  on ; 
Th.  have  one.    AU  omit  o£ 

Page  S4a  3153.  B.  noee ;  F. Th.  noyse  (!).  F.  an  highen  (0 ;  Th.  <m  hyglmi  (.■);  & 
and  yen ;  read  on  hyghe  (or  on  hye). 

THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOMEN- 

Authoritiee:  for  Text  A  {earlier  version)  of  the  Prologne :  $ole  copy  C  (Og.  4.  «7,  in 
Camh.  Univ.  Library).  For  Text  B  (later  vereion)  of  the  same,  and  all  the  XMt : 
F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  T.  (Trin«  Coll.  Cam.  B.  3.  19) ;  A.  (Aroh.  Seldeoi. 
B.  24);  B.  (Bodley  638);  P.  (Pepys  aoo6);  Th.  (Thynne'a  edition,  1533);  aUo  C  (<u 
crbove) ;  Add.  (Addit.  983a). 

Page  858,  coL  i.  135.  C.  i»  here  corrupt ;  U  Ao*— The  honour  and  the  humble 
obeysannce.  /  euggett  They  dide  honour  and  hnmble  obajsannoea ;  or  read  Yelding 
honour,  &c.  (ae  in  col.  2),    CoL  i ;  137,  138 ;  imperfect  \  IJIU  up  the  gape. 

Page  870.    843.  AU  renten  (rente),  wrongly ;  read  renden. 

Page  874.  iia6.  AU  honourable ;  read  noble ;  tee  1143,  laio,  1333. 

Page  876.  1317.  C.  bestys  wilde  ;  T.  A.  P.  wild  hestys;  real  wilde  hert«e;  read 
hertes  wilde.     1338.  All  and  becom  (againet  metre) ;  read  to  been. 

Page  87a     1463.  AU  yle  of;  omU  of. 

Page  883.     1879.  ^^^  himself  or  himeelfe ;  read  himaelve. 

Page  887.    3138.  AU  was  performed ;  read  performed  was. 

Page  888.     3237.  ^Ztquytehim;  Yieod  him  quyte. 

Page  898.    3593.  Th.  And  what ;  C.  T.  That  what  \  read  What 


TREATISE  ON  THE  ASTROLABE. 

AuilioTitiee:  A.  (Camb.  Univ.  Library,  Dd.  3.  53);  B.  (Bodl^,  £.  Mono  54) ;  C. 
(Bawlinson  1370) ;  D.  (Ashmole  391) ;  £.  (Bodley  619) ;  F.  (Corpus  434) ;  G.  (Trin.  G^I. 
Cam.  B.  15.  18) ;  H.  (Sloane  314) ;  L  (Sloane  391) ;  K.  (Bawlinson,  Miec  3) ;  L.  (Addit. 
33003) ;  M.  (St.  John's  CoU.  Cam.) ;  N.  (Digby  73) ;  O.  (Ashmole  360) ;  P.  (Camb.  Univ. 
Library,  Dd.  13.  51) ;  Q.  (Ashmole  393) ;  B.  (Egerton  3633) ;  S.  (Addit  3935DX  IftiOmo 
A.  mainly ;  ooUated  with  B.  C.  L  K.  P.  The  latter  part  (<^/ter  Part  IL  §  40)  J^om 
L.  M.  N.  O.  P.  E.  S. 

Part  899.  §  13.  8,  9.  HSS.  wrongly  transpose  umbra  verea^  and  umhra  raete 
(=  umbra  extenea). 

Page  402.    §  3.  51,  53.  For  18,  eome  MSS.  have  13. 

Page  408.  §  3.  63, 63.  Some  MSS.  8  and  2 ;  others,  9  and  la  64.  Some  9$ ;  oikers  icv 
§  4.  13.  C.  P.  for-seide  same  degree ;  omit  same.  35.  AU  15 ;  read  35 ;  Lat.  text, 
viginti  quinque. 

Page  409.  §  25.  45.  Two  sets  of  readings  here ;  the  second  set  puts  the  Sun  in 
10  degrees  of  Leo,  with  an  altitude  of  56,  and  declination,  18;  difference,  38. 

Page  410.     §  2$,    37.  AU  heed  (heued)/crr  ende,  absurdly  ]  cf.  37,  31, 
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Paige  ill.    §  40.    8.  Bead  for  flN>the ;  mineriUen  for  aonne  In  A.  B. ;  othen  vary, 
PiBge  415.     §  40.    75.  A.  omitt  of  and  degrees  ;  but  retaitu  3.    93.  P.  tupplieg  the  Uut 
fiot  wird$j  which  A.  B.  C.  K  amU.    §  4^.  34,  25.  For  2,  U,  haa  6;  for  3,  "il,  has  4. 
Page  416.    §  44.    ao.    N.  wreten ;  read  wxyte.     $6.   L.  N.  O.  paiaid ;   IC  omie*; 


Pftge  417.    §  45.     la  L.  I  wold  wyttyn ;  N.  Iwyton  ;  O.  wiytoun. 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES. 

AuihoTiiiea :  R  (EUesmere  MS.) ;  Hn.  (Hengwrt  MS.) ;  Cm.  (Og.  4.  27,  Camb.  Univ. 
liibrazy) ;  Cp.  (Corpu«  Chr.  Coa  Oxford)  j  Pt.  (Petworth  Ma) ;  Ln.  (Lansdowne  851) ; 
HL  (HarL  7334).  Aleo,  occarionaUy^  Dd.  (Dd,  4.  24,  Caxnb.  Univ.  library) ;  Beg.  (Beg. 
17  D.  XV.) ;  Add.  (Addit.  5140) ;  li.  (Lichfield  MS.) ;  SL  (Sloane,  1685). 

Page  421.    179.  HL  cloysterlees  {see  180) ;  Cm.  rekeles ;  reet  recchelees,  xecbelea. 

Page  422.    3526,  252  e;  yVvrnHn.;  yieitomtt. 

Page  485.     139a  AU  moste,  mnste,  most ;  read  mot. 

Page  443.     1979.  HL  svjrmbol ;  reti  mmbel. 

Page  449.     34aa  AU  insert  the  {or  thy)  h^ore  victdrie ;  it  clogs  the  line. 

Page  458L    3155,  3156.  From  E.  Cm.  HL  ;  rest  omit 

Page  462.    3451,  3457 ;  astxomye  is  intentional 

Page  465.    3721,  3722.  From  £.  (also  in  old  editions) ;  rest  omit. 

Page  466.    3818.  Kow41i8  is  an  intentional  error;  see  3834. 

Page  476.    47.  Dd.  Bat ;  rest  That  {wrongly}. 

Page  484.    6ai.  A  short  Une  ;  /  inseH  ftiL 

Page  486.    791.  HL  vn-to ;  Pt.  to ;  rest  til ;  read  im-til. 

Page  492.  ii63-ii9a  K  Hn.  Cm.  omit ;  mainly  Jh)m  Cp.  1189^  ^ost  ^SS.  phisXyaa ; 
Sloaae,  phillyas ;  Ln.  flileas ;  read  physices,  L  e.  physices  liber. 

Page  508.     1995.  Supplied  Jhmt  MS.  Beg.  17  D.  zv ;  most  MSS.  onUt  this  line. 

Page  509.  3352,  3353.  Not  in  the  MSS.,  Jmt  necessary;  supplied  from  3274  and  2280, 
tohichsee. 

Page  519.    3633,  3634.  Not  in  the  MSS. ;  supplied  by  translating  the  French  text 

Page  525.    3854.  From  namore  to  god  is  not  in  the  MSS. ;  but  is  necessary. 

Page  586.    3564.  After  this  line  most  MSS.  insert  the  stories  from  Nkbo  to  Canns  . 
(IL  3553-3956) ;  incorrectly. 

Page  58&    3657.  MSS.  North ;  read  Sonth. 

Page  541.    3910.  HI.  Yalirien  ;  rest  Valerias ;  ed.  1561,  Valerie  (rightly). 

Page  546.    4366.  AU  MSS.  inseH  herkneth  or  herken  after  Bat. 

Page  582.  1394.  After  this  line  most  MSS.  insert  IL  1307,  1308  ;  which  are  oat  of 
place  here.  MS.  HL  is  right.  1307,  1308.  Nearly  all  MSS.  omit  these  lines,  having 
inserted  them  after  L  1294  above.    MS.  HL  is  right. 

Page  625.  3340.  The  MSS.  omit  the  word  i^ories^  leaving  sense  and  metre 
incomplete. 

Page  628.  Xk  Most  MSS.  have  pitous^  which  will  not  scan ;  bat  Hn.  has  pUtous^ 
which  also  occors  in  Troilos. 

Page  685.    (ba  I  supply  ne. 

Page  658.  277.  For  '  Valerians,'  the  MSS.  absurdly  have  'Cecilies  * ;  but  the  Latin 
original  has  *  Valeriana' 
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Page  664.  1171.  R  tenied ;  Cm.  temede ;  retl  tamed,  ttronffly.  So  aleo  in  L  1274 
below. 

Page  674.  la  Chancer  has  made  a  mistake ;  for  the  urumn  read  SatumeB.  libra 
is  the  exaltation  of  Satom,  not  of  the  Moon. 

Page  687.  387.  HI.  springers;  Hn.  sprynge ;  E.  Pt  Ln.  spryngen.  Perhaps 
*  springes '  would  be  better. 

P&ge  689.    443.  AU  MS8.  tranapose  Laban  and  Pharao. 

Page  696.     616.    Some  needful  words  are  here  supplied ;    ICSS.  omit  *  god 

bitraysen.' 

Page  707.  858.  Read  busshes ;  R  Seld.  Ln.  beautees  (!) ;  Cm.  beauteis  (!)  r  HI. 
beautes  (!) ;  Pt  bewtees  (!). 

Page  711.     955.  £.  Cm.  Danyel ;  re$t  Danid,  at  in  the  French  originaL 
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GLOSSARIAL    INDEX. 


Thk  references  in  this  Index  are  given  aooording  to  the  following  scheme. 

Poems  denoted  1^  Arabic  numerals  are  Minor  Poems.  Thus,  nnder  *Abaved/ 
the  reference  *  3.  614 '  means  Minor  Poem  no.  3,  line  614,  or  1.  614  of  the  Book  of  the 
Dnchesse.  The  letter  'B.'  refers  to  the  Bomaont  of  the  Bose,  Fragment  A,  in 
pp.  1-18 ;  the  rest  of  the  Poem,  not  being  Chaucer's,  is  indexed  separately.  Thus 
'  B.  163 '  means  L  163  of  the  Bomaunt. 

The  five  books  of  Boethius  are  denoted  hyB  i,  B  2,  B  3,  B  4,  B5,  respectively ;  and 
the  Uprose*  and  'metrical*  sections  are  denoted  by  *p'  and  'm.'  Thus,  under 
'  Abaissen,*  the  reference  '  B  4.  p  7.  81 '  meems  '  Boethius,  bk.  iv.  prose  7,  line  81.' 
The  five  books  of  Troilus  are  denoted  by  T.  i,  T.  it,  T.  iii.,  T.  iv.,  and  T.  v.  Thus 
^  T.  iii  1^33 '  means  '  Troilus,  bk.  iii.,  line  1233.' 

The  House  of  Fame  and  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  are  denoted  by  '  HF.*  and 
^  L.*  respectively.  If,  in  the  latter  case,  the  italic  letter  *  a '  follows  the  number  of 
the  Une,  the  reference  is  to  the  earlier  (or  A-text)  of  the  Prolognie  to  the  Legend. 
Thus  *  HF.  865 '  means  '  House  of  Fame,  line  865.*  Again,  '  L.  9075 '  means  '  L^end 
of  Good  Women,  line  2075 ;  *  and  '  L.  aooa '  means  '  Legend,  &c.,  Ime  200  of  the  text 
in  the  left-hand  column.' 

The  Prologue  and  the  two  books  of  the  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe  are  denoted, 
respectively,  by  *  A.  pr.,' '  A.  i,'  and  *•  A.  ii'  Thus  the  reference  '  A.  ii.  la  8 '  means 
'  Astrolabe,  bk.  ii.  §  10,  line  8 ; '  and  *  A.  pr.  10 '  means  '  Astrolabe,  prologue,  line  la' 

Beferences  to  the  Canterbuiy  Tales  are  known  by  the  use  of  the  letters  A,  B,  G,  D, 
£,  F,  G,  H,  and  I,  which  are  used  to  denote  the  various  Groups  into  which  the  Tales 
are  divided.  In  this  case,  *A'  is  never  followed  by  a  A;J1  stop  or  by  Boman 
numerals,  as  when  the  '  Astrolabe  *  is  referred  to ;  and  such  a  reference  as  *  B  5,' 
meaning  line  5  of  Group  B,  is  quite  distinct  from  *  B  5.  p  i.  x,'  where  '  B  5 '  means 
bk.  V.  of  Boethius,  and  is  invariably  accompanied  by  the  ^  p '  or  '  m '  denoting  the 
'  prose  *  or  *  metre.' 

Summary  of  the  Minor  Poems.  The  Minor  Poems  are  all  numbered,  viz.  i  (ABC) ; 
J  (Compleynte  unto  Pite);  3  (Book  of  the  Dnchesse);  4  (Man);  5  (Parlement  of 
Foules) ;  6  (Compleint  to  his  Lady) ;  7  (Anelida) ;  8  (Wordes  to  Adam) ;  9  (Former 
Age);  10 (Fortune);  11  (Merciless Beauty);  la (To Bosemounde) ;  13 (Truth);  i4(Gentil- 
esse);  15  (Lak  of  Stedfastnesse) ;  16  {Envoy  to  Scogan);  17  (Envoy  to  Bukton); 
18  (Venus) ;  19  (To  his  Purse) ;  ao  (Proverbs) ;  21  (Against  Women  Unconstant) ; 
22  (Amorous  Complaint) ;  23  (Balade  of  Compleynt) ;  24  (Womanly  Koblesse). 

Alphabetically,  the  references  are  to  A  (Group  A  of  Cant.  Tales) ;  A.  (Astrolabe) ; 
B  (Group  B  of  C.  T.) ;  Bi . . .  B  5  (Boethius,  books  1  to  5) ;  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,H,  I  (Groups 
G  to  I  of  C.  T.) ;  HF.  (House  of  Fame) ;  L.  (Legend  of  Good  Women) ;  B.  (Bomaunt 
of  the  Bose) ;  T.  i. . .  .  T.  v  (Troilus,  books  i  to  5).  The  Minor  Poems,  numbered  i  to 
24,  are  given  above. 

N.B.  Words  containing  ay,  «y,  oy,  aic,  etc,  otr,  are  sometimes  entered  as  if  spelt  with 
a{,  eij  oi,  av,  eu,  ow,  respectively. 
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Abbreviations.  Besides  $,,  <idj,^  and  adr.,  for  subttantive^  adjecUve,  adverb^  the 
following  are  nsed  in  a  special  sense  : — v.,  a  verb  in  the  infinitive  mood ;  gar.,  gerund  ; 
pr.  «.,  present  tense,  3rd  person  singular ;  pr.  pL^  present  tense,  3rd  perK>n  plural. 
Other  persons  are  denoted  by  the  figures  1  or  a. 

Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  *  Bomaont  *  are  glossed  in  a  separate  Index. 


A,  the  first  letter  of  the  alphabet,  T.  i 
171 ;  the  letter  A,  A  161. 

A,  ind^.  art.  a,  A  24,  &c. ;  al  a,  the  whole 
of  a,  E  1165 ;  one,  D  1396 ;  one  and  the 
same,  31.  5 ;  about,  some,  L.  3075. 

A,  prep,  on,  on  (the),  in,  for ;  A-nighte,  by 
night,  B  3758  ;  A-dayes,  Srdays,  E  1164 ; 
A-morwe,  on  the  morrow,  A  8a3 ;  A  three, 
in  three,  A  2934  ^  A  goddes  half,  '  on 
God*s  side,'  in  Gkxi*s  name,  D  50;  A 
goddes  name,  in  GKxL's  name,  A  854. 

A  !  Mt  ah !  3.  313. 

Al  ha!  interj.  aha!  T.  i.  868. 

Abaissen,  ger,  to  be  dismayed,  B  4.  p  7. 
81 ;  pp.  amased,  spell-bound,  abashed, 
coat  down,  disconcerted,  E  317,  iiuS. 

Abak,  adv.  backwards,  A  3736;  aback, 
back,  L.  864. 

Abakward,  adv.  backward,  B  3.  m  12.  66. 

Abandoune,  v.  devote,  1 713 ;  pr.  ».  aban- 
dons, B  2767. 

Abasshen,  v.  fear,  be  abashed,  R.  155a; 
j>p.  abashed,  confased,  confounded,  dis- 
concerted, 5.  447 ;  B.  805,  &c. 

Abate,  v.  lower,  put  down,  B  3780;  de- 
preciate, R.  a86 ;  2  pr.  a.  aubj.  subtract, 
A.  ii.  10.  8 ;  pp.  enfeebled,  B  3.  p  5.  52 ; 
put  down,  1 191. 

Abated,  pp.  confounded,  disooncerted,  3. 
614. 

Abayst;  see  Abaissen. 

Abo.,  alphabet,  A  i  11.  3. 

A-bedde,  in  bed,  T.  i  015. 

Abegge,  v.  pay  for  it,  A  3938.  A  Kentish 
form.    See  Abeye,  Abye. 

A-begged,  a-begging,  F  1580. 

Abet,  s.  abetting,  aid,  T.  il.  357. 

Abeye,  v.  pay  for,  G  loa    See  Abye. 

Abiden,  Abit ;  see  Abyde. 

Abite,  9.  habit,  dress,  L.  146  a. 

A-blakeberied ;  see  Blakeberied. 

Able,  adj.  capable,  3.  786;  fit,  suitable, 
adapted,  A  167 ;  fit,  L.  320 ;  fit  for,  3. 
779;  deemed  deserving,  i.  184;  fitting, 
R.986. 

Ablinge,  pr.  pL  enabling,,  lifting,  B  3.  m 
9.  37 ;  fitting,  B  I.  m  6.  19. 

Abodes,  jp2.  <i^Abood,«. 

Aboghte,  Aboght ;  see  Abye. 

Abood,  «.  delay,  A  ^$\  tarrying,  T.  v. 


1307 ;  abiding,  continuance,  HF.  1963 ; 

jp{.  delays,  T.  iil  854. 
Abood,  pt  8.  (ifAhyde. 
Aboutfll,  prep,  about,  round,  throngfaout, 

xound  about,  near. 
Aboute,  adv.  about,  engaged  in,  T.  v. 

1645;   in  due  order,  in  turn,  A  890; 

around,  here  and  there;    beHm  cu,  go 

about,  endeavour,  A  1142. 
Aboven,  prep,  above. 
Abregge,  ger.  to  abridge,  shorten,  T.  iiL 

a63 ;  A  with  thy  pejmes,  to  shorten  thy 

pains  with,  T.  iv.  426. 
Abregginge,  s.  abridging,  B  5.  p  i.  57 : 

diminishing,  1 568. 
A-breyde,  v.  awake,  T.  iii.  1113  ;  conxe  to 

my  senses,  HF.  559 ;  Abrayd,  pL  «.  {wtrong 

form\  woke  up,    started  up,    3.    192 ; 

Abreyd,  i  pt  9.  started  from  sleep,  HF. 

no ;  Ahrt^jde,  pt.  a.  {weakfomt\  started, 

B  4198 ;  Abreyde,  awoke,  T.  i  724. 
Abrocdie,  v.  brocu^h,  D  177. 
Abs^nte,  2  pr.  pi  gubj.  abeent  yoaraelf, 

«.43- 

Abusionn,  a.  abuse,  absurdity,  T.  iv.  990 ; 
deceit,  B  214 ;  a  shamefnl  thing,  a/*^r%A^ 
T.  iv.  1060. 

Abyden,  v.  abide,  await,  i.  131 ;  wait  for, 
HF.  1086;  be  still,  withdraw,  F  152a; 
pr.  a.  awaits,  B  2175 ;  dwells,  T.  iL  987 ; 
Abit,  pr.  a.  waits  for,  T.  L  1091 ;  abides, 
Q  1 175;  hnp.  a.  stay,  wait,  A  3129 ;  imp. 
pi  B  1175 ;  prea.  pt.  E  757;  Abood, /<  a 
awaited,  T.  iv.  156 ;  stopped,  HF.  1062 ; 
exjieoted,  3. 247;  Abiden,  p^.  pi.  abode,  T. 
i.  474 ;  Abiden,  pp.  waited,  B  3.  p  9.  191. 

Abydinge,  a.  e3cpectation,.B  2.  p  3.  <S6. 

Abye,  v,  pay  for,  A  4393  j  pr.pl  undergo, 
B  4.  p  4.  86 ;  Aboughte,  pt.  a,  paid  for, 
T.  V.  1756 ;  suffered  for,  A  2303 ;  Aboght, 
pp.  paid  for,  L.  2483 ;  purchased,  18.  37 ; 
bought  dearly,  L.  1387;  atoned  for,  A 
310CX    See  Abegge,  Abeye. 

A-caterwawed,  a-oaterwaullng,  D  354. 

Aoo^sse,  a.  feverish  attack,  T.  xi.  1315. 

Aooident,  a.  that  which  is  accidental,  T. 
iv.  1505 ;  incident,  T.  iii.  918 ;  aoeidental 
occurrence,  HF.  1976 ;  unusoal  appear- 
ance, E  607 ;  outward  appearance  (see 

noteX  C  539- 
Aocidie,  a.  sloth,  I  388. 
Aodoun,  a,  action,  i  e.  aoonBatioai,  x.  20. 
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Aooomplioe,  v.  aeoomplish,  A  2864. 
iLooord,  A  agreement,  B  2988 ;  baxmony, 

B  4069 ;  peace,  1 99s.    See  Aoord. 
Aooordannoo,  t.  conoord,  haxmxmy,  B. 

496. 
Aooos^flxint,  adj.  soitable,  B  40J6. 
Aooorda,  v.  agree ;  pr.  s,  beeeema,  L.  3583. 

SeeAoorda. 
AooTiaath,jw.  &  xevealB,  B.  1591. 
Aoouaemant,  jl  aoooaatton  (ot'h«r),T.  iv. 

556. 
Aoouaour,  t.  revealer,  T.  iUL  i4ja 
Aohat,  t.  baying,  pnrcbaae,  A  571. 
Achatoura,  pL  bnyeni,  oaterera,  A  568. 
Ache,  JL  acbe,  T.  iv.  7a& 
A-cheUced,  pp.  ohaoked,  hindered,  HF. 

«J9a. 
Acheve,  v,  achieve,  L.  1614. 
Aohoken,  v.  choke,  stifle ;  pp.  L.  aocA 
Aoloyeth,  j»r.  «.  overbnrdenB,  5.  517. 
A-oompaa,  <u2v.  in  a  circle,  L.  3aa 
Aoomplisahe,  pr.  t.  tuibj.  ftilfil,  compre- 
hend, B  3.  p  10.  J79. 
AooTd,  JL  agreement,  5.  371 ;  concord,  5. 

381, 668 ;  accord,  3.  316 ;  in  a.,  in  tnne,  5. 

197 ;  oi  ct/'  oon  CL,  in  tnne,  3.  305.    See 

AooordL 
Aoordable,  adj,  harmoniotia,  B  a.  m  8. 23. 
Aoordanzioa,  t.  concord,  B  a.  m  8.  14. 
Aoordaunt,  adj.  soitable,  A  37,  3363 ;  A. 

to,  in  harxnony  ivith,  5.  3Q3. 
Aoorde,  v.  accord,  grant,  allow,  agree, 

ooneem;  pL  ».  suited,  A  344;  pL  pi. 

agreed,  L.  168 ;  pres.  part  agreeing,  B 

1737 ;  PP-  ««»«d,  A  818. 
AcoTse,  I  pr,  9.  cone,  T.  iv.  8391 
Aoonnte, «.  consider,  B  3591 ;  pt.  a.  valued, 

cared,  3.  1237 ;  3  p&  «.  didst  reckon,  B  3. 

P  5.  "3- 
Acomitinge,  s,  reckoning,  calculatioii. 
Aooyeda,  pt  jl  careaaed,  B  s.  p  3.  73. 
AoqLOitanoe,  a  release,  A  4411 ;  deed  of 

release,  A  3337. 
Aoquyte,  9.  acquit,  D  1599. 
Aoorse,  v.  curse,  T.  iii  107a. 
Aenaed,  pL  s.  blamed,  T.  ii.  1081. 
Aoustomaanoe,   a.    system   of   habits, 

habitual  method  of  life,  HF.  aS ;  had 

ofa.^  was  accustomed,  B  3701. 
Adamant,  s.  adamant,  A 1990 ;  loadstone, 

magnet,  B..  1183. 
Adawe,  v.  awake,  recover,  T.  iii.  iiaa 
A-day,  in  the  day,  T.  iL  6ow 
Addixiff,  JL  (the)  addition,  A.  ii.  41.  16. 
AdJoooionn,  s.  addition,  B  5.  p  6.  sxa. 
A-doim,  adv.  downwards,  down,  L.  178 ; 

>iown  below,  HF.  889 ;  below,  H  105;  at 

the  bottom,  0-  ^^^ 


Adzad,i)!p.  afraid,  A  605;  Adred,  3.  1190. 
Adressinge,  jl  directing,  B  4.  p  5.  101. 
Adversarie,  adj.  hostile,  1 697. 
Advertenoe, «.  attention,  heed,  T.  iv.  698. 
Advooao:reSi  V^  pleas,  T.  ii.  1469. 
Advooats,  pL  advocates  (in  wbich  the  t  is 

mate),  C  391. 
Afer,  Ato.  a^lur,  HF.  1315. 
A-frae,  on  fire,  T.  i.  239. 
A-£dTed,  pp.  afraid,  afirighted,  T.  i  974 ; 

Aferd,  A  638. 
Affeotis,  p£.  desires,  T.  iii.  1391. 
Afibrmad,  pp.   agreed   upon,    I4    790; 

established,  A  3349. 
AiBaaoe,  s.  trust,  B  133a 
Aflbroed,  pp.  forced,  1 974. 
Affiray,  jl  fray,  quarrel,  D  3156;  terror,  B 

"37 ;  fright,  4.  314 ;  dread,  7.  334. 
Affirayeth,  pr.  «.  arouses,  excites,  B.  91 ; 

pp.  lightened,  afraid,  B  563  ;  scared,  B 

4468;  roused,  3.  396. 
Afiyie,  V.  file,  i,  e.  render  smooth,  A  712. 
Afor-yeya,  prvp.  over  against,  T.  ii.  1188. 
Afotmde, «.  founder,  perish,  13.  31. 
Afrayed,  adj.  scared,  distracted,  B.  154. 
AfUght,  pp.  a&ighted,  B  4085. 
After,  prep.  acco^Ung  to ;  in  ezjMctation 

of,  for,  B  467;  to  get,  A  535 ;  according 

M,  L.  575;  after,  i.  e.  to  fetch,  L.  1130; 

towards,  A  136 ;  in  accordance  with,  8. 

4  ;  by  inheritance  Arom,  L.  1073 ;  A.  as, 
according  as,  5.  316;  A.  oon,  alike,  A. 
1781 ;  A  me,  according  to  my  command,- 

5  337;  A  the  yeer,  according  to  the 
season  of  the  year,  F  47 ;  A  that,  accord- 
ing as,  T.  ii.  1347. 

A-1^,  on  fire,  D  736 ;  i.  94  ;  A-ftre,  T.  i. 

339. 
Again,  pnsp.  when  eacposed  to,  L.  3436; 

Agayn,  against,  B  580;  towards,  A  3680; 

(so  as)  to  meet,  B.  785 ;  opposite  to,  B. 

1577  i  exposed  to,  H  1x0 ;  contraxy  to,  F 

748 ;  just  before,  B  4368  ;  near,  G- 1279 ; 

to  meet,  B  391 ;  in  comparison  with,  L. 

i8p;  Agayn,  against,  A  66;  compared 

with,  K.  ion  ;  turned  towards,  L.  48. 
Agaiius  prep,  against,  contrary  to,  in 

answer  to,  instead  of,  before,  in  presence 

o^  to  meet,  near  to;   against,  near; 

against,  B  3754. 
A-game,  adv.  in  play,  in  jest,  in  mockery, 

in  q>ort,  4.  377. 
Agaste,  Qer.  to  terrify,  T.  ii.  901 ;  pr.  9. 

deters,  frightens,  B  4.  p  6.  333 ;  pt  t . 

frightened,    Ij.    1331 ;    pL  9.  reju  was 

affirighted,  A  3424 ;  pp.  scared,  frightened, 

terrified,  A  3931 ;  aghast,  B  4079 ;  afraid, 

A  4367. 
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▲gayn-ward,  adv.  backward,  at  the  point 
of  return,  A.  i.  17. 14 ;  back  again,  B  441. 

Ages,  pi.  times,  periods,  B  3177. 

Agilten,  v.  do  wrong,  L.  436 ;  iX.  «.  did 
offence,  D  393 ;  wrongly  oommitted,  L. 
'385  \ipt.B.  wronged,  HF.  339 ;  offended, 
T.  iii.  S40 ;  pr.  s.  »ubj.  (if  he)  offend, 
^^S9)  PP'  offended,  i.  122 ;  sinned,  T.  y. 
1684. 

▲gon,  V.  togoaway;  Ago,  ^.  gone  away, 
T.  V.  1054 ;  gone,  F  1304  ;  passed  away, 
A  1802  ;  past,  L.  1766  ;  dead,  L.  916 ;  to 
hen  agOf  to  be  off,  5.  465 ;  Agon,  pp.  de- 
parted, A  1376 ;  gone  away,  0  810 ;  past, 
C  246 ;  fiat  Umge  a.  i«,  it  is  not  long  ago, 
D  9 ;  passed  away,  A  1783  ;  dead,  E  631 ; 
ago,  B  1841. 

Agreabla,  adj.  pleasing,  HF.  1097 :  -es,  pi. 
pleasant,  B  3.  m  3.  31. 

JLgreablely,  adv.  complacently,  B  3.  p  4. 
140. 

Agraabletee,  a.  equability,  B  3.  p  4.  137. 

A-greef,  in  dndgeon,  lit.  'in  grief,'  T. 
iil  863  ;  sadly,  T.  iv.  613 ;  amiss,  5.  543 ; 
in  dadgeon,  B  4083. 

Agregge,  v.  aggravate;  pr.  a  I  960; 
pr.  pL  1  893;  jp^.  pt.  aggravated,  B 
3309. 

Agreved,  pp.  angry,  A  3057;  vexed, 
^  345 ;  aggrieved,  £  50a 

Agrief ;  see  Agree! 

Agrisen,  Agroos ;  see  Agryaen. 

Agroted,  pp.  surfeited,  cloyed,  L.  3454. 

Agryaen,  «.  shudder,  tremble,  feel  terror, 
B  I.  p  3.  33 ;  «.  feel  terror,  H  F.  310 ; 
3  pr.  $.  dreadest,  B  3.  p  i.  71  ; 
pr.  a  trembles,  shivers,  B  i.  m  d 
zt ;  Agr66s,  pL  $.  shuddered,  was  terri- 
fied, became  frightened,  T.  ii.  930; 
A-grisen,  pp.  filled  with  dread,  B  3. 
p  I.  18. 

Agn,  a  ague,  B  415a 

Agailer,  a  needle-case,  B.  98. 

A-heigh,  adv.  aloft. 

AJnged,  pp. ;  a.  H/brn,  prejudged,  B  i. 

p  4.  »o9- 
Ake,   «.   ache,  T.    ii    549;    pr.  pi.    B 

3113. 
Aketonn,  a  a  short  sleeveless  tunic,  worn 

under  the  hauberk,  B  305a 
Akinge,  a  pain,  T.  i  1088. 
Aknowe,  pp.  conscious ;  amaibtoios,  I  ao- 

knowledge,  B  i.  p  4.  169. 
Akornea,  apt.  fruits,  B  4.  m  3.  38. 
Al,  adj.  all,  A  10;  Alle,  pi.  all,  A  36,  53 ; 

Al,  every,  R  1586 ;  a$  s.  everything,  T. 

iii.  1764 ;  al  a,  the  whole  of  a,  A  854 ; 

and  alj  and  all,  3.  116;  at  dL,  in  every 


respect,  wholly,  G  633 ;  at  all,  B  1076 ; 
al  day,  all  the  day,  3.  1195: — ^Al,  adv. 
quite,  entirely,  altogether,  5.  540;  all 
over,  B..  840 ;  al  on  kighU^  quite  aknad, 
A  1784 ;  al  by  oon  asaenl^  quite  with  one 
accord,  75.  557: — ^Al,  eci^f.  althoogifa, 
HF.  1740 ;  whether,  O  839 ;  oi  fre,  al- 
though, albeit,  4.  374;  al  be  that,  al- 
though, 5.  8 : — ^Al  and  aom,  the  whole 
matter  (collectively  and  severally),  D 
91 ;  Al  and  somme,  each  and  all,  all, 
the  whole,  7.  36;  Al  and  som,  5.  6go: 
Alle  and  some,  one  and  all,  A  3136; 
Al  only,  adv.  merely,  simply,  3.  6a ;  Al 
ao,  so,  E  1336 ;  Al  thing,  eveiythins,  B. 
53;  Al  thus,  ezaotly  thus,  5.  30.  See 
Alle. 

Al,  a  awl,  13.  II.    See  Onles. 

Alambyk  <&lambiik),  a  alembic,  T.  It. 
530;  p«.G  794, 

Alaonta,  pL  dogs  of  a  huge  sise,  A  214& 

Alayes,  a  pL  alloy,  E  1167. 

Al-be-it,  although,  L.  1363. 

Albifloacioan,  a  albefiw^tion,  whitening, 
G8Q5. 

Alday,  Al-day,  ado.  continually,  A  ii68; 
always,  L.  1350 ;  everyday,  at  any  time, 
4.237. 

Alder,  gen.  pi.  of  all ;  oure  alders  of  us 
all,  I.  84.    SeeAller. 

Alder-best,  adv.  best  of  all,  3.  87.  See 
Aller. 

Alderbeete,  adj.  best  of  all,  3.  344SL 

Alderfidreate,  adj.  feau  d^.  fairest  of 
all,  3.  105a 

Alderflrat,  adv.  first  of  all,  B  3393 ;  in  the 
first  plaoa,  B..  1000 ;  for  the  first  time, 
B  I.  p  3.  35. 

Alderflrste,  adj.  first  of  all,  T.  iii.  97. 

Alderlast,  adv.  lastly,  &  449. 

Alder-lest,  least  of  all,  T.  i.  604. 

Alderleveet,  dearest  of  all,  T.  iii.  339. 

Alderman,  a  the  head  of  a  guUd,  A 

37*- 
Aldeimost,  adv.  most  of  all,  T.  i.  152. 
Alder-next,  adv.  nearest  of  all,   next, 

.s.  444. 
Alderwyaeet,  adj.  pL  the  wisest  of  all, 

T.  i  347. 
Ale  and  breed,  drink  and  meat,  B  an6a. 
Alemandres,  pL  almond-trees,  B.  1363. 
Alembykes,  pL  alembics,  Q  794. 
Alestake,  a.  ale-stake,  i  e.  a  horiaonta]        j 

stake  or  short  pole  projecting  fxxua.  an       ■ 

ale-house  to  support  a  sign  or  haaitL, 

A  667. 
Aley,  a  an  alley,  B  1758 ;  pL  walks,  £ 

3334. 
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*    Aleys, «.  pL  servic^berrias,  berriei  of  the 

aervaoe-tree,  B.  1377. 
▲Isate,  adv,  always,  A  571 ;  at  any  rate, 

3. 887 ;  neTertheless,  L.  238 ;  in  any  case, 

T.  ii.  964 ;  all  the  same,  D  588 ;  at  all 

hazards,  HF.  943. 
Alsiktet,  adv.  in  every  way,  aa.  43 ;  I7  all 

means,  D  1514 ;  at  any  rate,  in  any  case, 

3.  1 171 ;  wholly,  F  346;  neverth^ess,  B 

22a  J ;  all  the  same,  B  5201 
Aliene,  v,  alienate,  B  i.  p  6.  60. 
Al-if,  even  if,  T.  iii  398. 
Alkamistre, «.  alchemist,  G  iao4. 
A  lift,  doL  i.  and  pL  of  ia\  at  aUe,  in 

every  case,  4.  36;  in  aUe^  in  any  case, 

3.  141 ;  Alle,  pL  all  (of  you),  T.  ii.  402. 

SeeAl,AU0r. 
AUesoatmoe,  t.  alleviation,  24.  t», 
Allegged,  pp.  allayed,  B  4.  p  4.  la. 
Aller,  of  all,  gen.  pL  o/Al;  our  alUr,  of 

US  all,  A  823 ;  Mr  aller^  of  them  all, 

A586. 
Aniannoft,  s.  kindred,  i.  58;   esponsal, 

E3S7. 

AUone,  adj.  alone,  4.  141 ;  2a<  m«  a.,  let 
me  alone,  i.  e.  tmst  to  me,  T.  iiL  413. 

Allow,  I  p.  s.  pr,  (I)  approve,  (I)  applaud, 
F676. 

Allye,  «.  relative,  B  3593. 

Allyen,  ger.  to  ally  myself,  E  1414 ;  pp. 
allied,  a.  65 ;  provided  with  friendly  aid, 
B37aow 

Almesae,  t.  alms,  B  i6S;  pL  almsdoings, 
I  1030. 

Almioanteraa,  a.  pL  small  circles  of  de- 
clination (in  the  celestial  sphere),  A.  i 
18.  2,  8. 

Almury,  s.  the  *  denticle'  or  tooth-like 
point  or  pointer  situate  on  the  Bete  near 
the  ^  head  *  of  Capricorn,  A  i  33.  i. 

Aloes,  pZ.  aloe,  in  comp.  ligne-aloes,  T.  iv. 
1 137.    {Aloea  is  a  pi.,  not  a  gen.  case). 

A-lofte,  adv.  on  high,  T.  v.  259. 

A-londe,  adv.  on  land,  ashore,  L.  2166; 
him  ware  lever  a4.,  he  would  rather  be  on 
land,  L.  2413. 

Along  on,  along  of,  owing  to,  T.  iiL  783. 

Al-only,  adv.  solely,  T.  v.  1779. 

Aloon,  adj.  alone  j  her  aloon,  all  by  her- 
self; S.  2478. 

Aloae,  V.  commend,  T.  iv.  1473. 

Al-outerly,  adv.  entirely,  absolutely,  3. 
J  244  ;  Ail-utterly,  HF.  296^ 

Alpes,  pL  bull-finches,  B.  658^ 

Also,  Al-ao,  adv.  and  conj.  as,  B.  212, 1122  ; 
adv.  so,  A  3104 ;  Alswa,  also  (Northern), 
A  4085 ;  A.  many,  as  many,  L.  528 ;  A. 
muohe  as,  as  much  as,  D  2134 ;  Als,  also, 


besides,  3*  728;  as,  B  2850;  /i^quently 
fteed  in  expreeeing  a  with,  4.  267. 
Alteroacioan,  «.  altercation,  dispute,  B 

44*7- 
Alther^fUrest,  adj.  auperL  fkirest  of  all, 

B.625. 
Alther-futest,  adv.  tup.  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible, HF.  2131. 
Althexflnt,  adv,  first  of  all,  at  first,  HF. 

1368. 
Alther-flrste,  adj.  first  of  all,  3.  1173. 
Altitude,  «.  the  elevation  of  a  celestial 

object  above   the   horison,  measured 

along  a  vertical  arc,  A  pr.  6ow 
Al-utterly ;  see  Al-outerly. 
Alwey,  adv.  always,  ceaselessly,  aU  the 

while,  A  185. 
Alyne,  adv.  in  an  exact  line,  A  ii  38b  27. 
Ain,  am ;  inphr.  it  am  I ;  it  is  I,  B  1109. 
Amadrides,  $.  pi,  hamadryads,  A  2928. 
Ahnalgaming.  s.  the  formation  of  an 

amalgam,  G  771. 
A-msyed,  pp.  dismayed,  T.  i  648. 
Ambaces,  pk  ambiguous  words,  T.  v. 

897. 
Ambel,  «.  amble ;  on  a.,  in  an  amble,  at 

an  ambling  pace,  B  2075. 
Ambes  as,  double  aces,  B  124. 
Amblere,  «.  an  ambling  nag,  A  469. 
Ameled,  pp.  enamelled,  B.  io8a 
Amanden,  v.  make  amends,  A  3074 ;  to 

surpass  in  demeanour,  F  97 ;  j»r.  &  su&J. 

may  (He)  amend,  D  i8zo ;  pt, ».  improved, 

B.  1437 ;  did  good,  3.  iioa  ;  pp.  improved, 

B  4048 ;  remedied,  D  1097 ;  surpassed,  B 

3444. 
Amandement,  i.  amends,  A  4185. 
Amennae,  ger.  to  lessen,  1 496 ;  v.  diminish, 

1 360 ;  pr.  8.  diminishes,  I  359 ;  becomes 

less,  A.  i  21.  76. 
Ameroiments,   e,  pi,  fines,   esaotions, 

175a. 
Amesnreth,  pr.  $.  measures,  B  2.  p  i.  95. 
Amoved,  pt.  e.  moved,  changed ;  nought 

a.,  changed  not,  altered  not,  £  498; 

Amoeved,  pp.  perturbed,  I  67a 
Amiable,  adj.  kind,  B  2168 ;  courteous, 

1*629 ;  kindly,  B.  1226. 
A*midde,  adv.  in  the  midst,  B.  147. 
Amidde,  jprep.  amid,  in  the  midst  of,  F 

Axniddes,  adv.  in  the  midst,  5.  277. 
A-middes,  prep,  in  the  midst  of,  A  i  18. 

4  ;  in  the  middle,  A  2009. 
Amis,  adv.  amiss,  3. 1141 ;  wrong,  L.  1291 ; 

wrongly,  B  3370 ;  eeyde  amie^  gave  an 

unwelcome  answer,  5.  446. 
Amoeva ;  see  Ameve. 
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AxnonasteUi,  pr,  «.  adxnoniahes,  I  76; 
reconunendA)  B  2484. 

Amonestinge,  #.  adzDoxdtioii,  1 518. 

Amonff,  adv,  as  well,  T.  iii.  1816 ;  all  the 
while,  3.  398. 

Amons^eSi  adv,  sometuneB,  varioualy,  B  2. 
p  I.  119. 

AmonffeB,  T^rep.  amongst,  A  759. 

Amonioioun,  <.  pomting  out,  B  i.  p  4.  la 

Amorettes,  pL  love-knots,  B.  892. 

Amor  wnctt  omnia,  love  conquers  all,  A 
163. 

Amorwe,  A-morwa,  on  the  monow, 
A  8a2,  1621 ;  in  the  morning,  3.  11Q3. 

Amounteth,  pr.  %,  means,  A  2362; 
amonnts  to,  F  108. 

Amphibologyas,  pL  amhignities,  T.  iv. 
1406. 

Aniy,  «.  friend,  G  318. 

An,  a,  A  575 ;  An  eighte  hosshels,  a  quan- 
tity eqoal  to  eight  bushels,  C  771. 

An,  prep,  on ;  An  heigh,  on  high,  E  2326. 

Anoille,  a  handmaiden,  i.  109. 

Anore,  a  anchor,  10.  38 ;  Anker,  I4  2501. 

And,  coni,  if,  6.  112 ;  L.  217. 

Aues,  adv.  once  (Northern),  A  4074. 

Angle,  #.  angle  (a  technical  term  in 
astrology),  B  304;  angohur  distanoe 
from  the  meridian,  A  ii.  4.  48. 

Angle-hook,  «.  fish-hook,  4.  238. 

Angre,  «.  angoish,  R  320. 

Anguisah,  «.  anxiety,  B  3*  P  3-  55* 

Angniaaheth,  jn*.  b.  wounds,  pains,  B  3. 
m  7.  X. 

AnguiasoiiB,  04/.  distressed,  B^  520;  sorry, 
1 304 ;  distressful,  T.  iii  816. 

Anhange,  gvr.  to  hang,  C  259 ;  i»p.  B  3945. 

Anientiaaed,  pp.  brought  to  nan^t,  ^ 
2438. 

A-night,  in  the  night,  A  1042 ;  at  night, 
D  1827. 

A-nightes,  adv,  by  night,  B.  18. 

Anlao,  a  a  short,  tw<y-edged  knife  or 
dagger,  broad  at  the  hilt  and  tapering 
to  the  point,  formerly  worn  at  the 
girdle,  A  357. 

Annozed,  pp.  tied,  2.  12%  attache^  G 
482, 

Anid  ooZlMfi,  colleoted  years,  A  ii  44.  27. 
When  a  table  oonfcains  quantities  de- 
noting the  change  in  a  planet's  place 
duringround  periods  of  years,  such  as  20, 
46,  or  60  years,  such  a  change  is  entered 
undered  under  the  heading  Amd  QoV 
leeii, 

Amd  expanHf  expanse  srears,  A  iL  44. 
26.  When,  a  table  contains  quantities 
denoting  the  change  in  a  planet's  place 


during  only  a  few  years,  vis.  ftatn  1  u> 

19  years,  such    changes   are   entered 

separately   under   the   headings  i,  2, 

3,  &C,  years,  which  are  designated  the 

aapange  (or  separate)  years. 
Annis  coUisctiM  et  expamig,  the  collected 

years  and  expanse  years,  A  ii.  45.  18. 

See  above. 
Amiiieleor,   a  a  priest   who   received 

annual  pajnnemts,  a  chaplain,  Q-  1012. 
Aunonoiat,  j»p.  pre-announced,  i  eu  whooe 

birth  was  foretold,  B  ^aoS' 
Anon,  adff.  anon,  immediately,  at  once, 

A32,  748W 
Anon-right,  adv.  immediately,   Ia.   it> 

Anon-rightes,  adv.  immediately,  A  34Sa 
Auo7,A  vexation,  T.  iv.  845;  troable,  B 

1320;  torture,  B  3.  m  la.  25;  sadtieiw,  I 

678,  680 ;  pU  troubles,  1 51& 
Anoye,  v.  anncy,  vex,  T.  iv.  1304 ;  pr.  m. 

annoys,  vexes,  B  2234;    gives  offence, 

5.  518 ;   doea  harm,  F  875 ;   impen.  it 

vexes,  G  1036;  pr.  pL  harm,  B  2187: 

imp.  pL  injure  ye,  B  494 ;  pp.  displeased. 

D  1848;  wearied,  I  726 ;  peevish,  I  1051. 
AnoyAil,    adj.    annoying,    tireoome,    B 

2222. 
AnoyouB,  adj.  annoying,  tedious,  B  2433 : 

disagreeable,  B  2235. 
Answere,  v.  answer,  D  T077 ;  a.  a/,  answer 

for,  be  responsible  for,    L.    2212 ;    be 

suitable  for,  B  4.  p  3.  69^ 
Answering,  a  answer,  £  512. 
Autartlk,  adj.  southern,  A.  ii.  25.  11. 
Antem,  a  anthem,  B  1850L 
Antiphoner,  s.  anthem-book,  B  17091 
Antony,  £^7  of  oeint,  eiysipelas,  I  427. 
Anvelt,  8.  anvil,  3.  1165. 
Any-thing,  at  all,  in  any  degree,  T.  I 

848. 
Aomemaut,  a  adornment,  1 432. 
Apaire ;  see  Apeiren. 
Apallad,  pp.  vapid,  I  723 ;  weakened,  A 

3053 ;  pale,  F  365;  langidd,  B  1292. 
Aparayles,  &  pi.  ornaments,  B  a.  p  4. 

69.    (Lat.  arnamenUs.) 
Aparaile,  v.  apparel,  D  343 ;  prepare,  L. 

2473;  Apparaillen,  v.  prapare,  B  2531; 

pr.  8.  endues,  I  462 ;  imp  9.  prepare,  B 

2534. 
Aparailamants,  a  pi.  ornaments,  B  2. 

p.  5.  181. 
Aparoeyve;  see  Aperoeivv. 
Apasaed,  pp.  passed  away,  B  2;  p  5.  35. 
Apaye,  v.  to  satisfy ;  pp.  satisfied,  T.  v. 

1249 ;    pleased,  T.  iii  421 ;   yvel  «l,  ill 

pleased,  L.  80  •  £  1052. 
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Apayzej  seeApeixelL 

Apayse ;  see  Apese. 

Ax>e,  *  ape,  HF.  laia ;  dupe,  A  3389 ;  jpl. 

dupee,  T.  i  913. 
Ape^n,  get.  to  injure,  Impaar,  A  3147 ; 

o.  I  1079;  grow  woxse,  HF.  756;  i  pr. 

pi.  perish,  T.  iL  329 ;  |)!p.  impftired,  B  i. 

p  5.  67 ;  injured,  T.  L  38. 
Aperoeive,  v.  perceive,  £600;  Ap&roeyve, 

T.  iv.  656 ;  i>r.  &  difloeras,  I  394. 
Aperoeyriiigos,  j)Z.  peroeptioiuH  obier- 

vaiiaxu^  F  a8d 
Apert,  04^1  manifeei,  I  649. 
Apert,  adv.  qpenlj,  F  531. 
Apertenant,  o^^  belongiiig  to,  gaoh  as 

belongs  to,  a.  70 ;  suitable,  £  loio. 
Aperteneth,  pr.  a  impert.  appertains,  B 

3171 ;  pr.pL  I  83 ;  prea  pt,  belonging, 

Apextly,  ado.  openly ;  clearly,  I  394. 

Apeae,  Apelse,  v.  appease,  paoily;  £ 
433 ;  »"«J>'  P^  mitigate,  4.  io\  pr.  8.  r^ 
is  pacified,  B  3051 ;  2  pr.  pi.  T.  iii.  aj ; 
pL  B.B  23igo ;  pp,  appesised,  T.  i.  35a 

Apeyre ;  see  Apeire. 

Apeyse ;  see  Apese. 

Apoee ;  see  Appose. 

Apotecarie,  «.  apothecaxy,  B  4138;  pL 
preparers  of  medicines,  A  435. 

Appalled;  seeApalle. 

Apparaunte,  adj.  pL  apparent,  manifest, 
K.  5. 

Apparenoe,  «.  appearance,  F  ai8 ;  seem- 
ing, HF.  265 ;  apparition,  F  1603 ;  ialse 
show,  F  1157;  pL  apparitions,  F  114a 

Appese ;  see  Apese* 

Appetyt,  a  desire,  A  i68a 

Appetyteth,  pr.  a  seeks  to  have,  desires, 
L.  1583. 

Applyen,  v.  be  attached  to,  B  5.  p  4.  14. 

Apposed,  pi.  t.  qnestioned,  Gt  3^;  pp. 
opposed,  alleged,  B  i.  p  5.  54. 

Apprentya,  adj.  nnskilled,  as  novices, 
B.687. 

Approved,  pp.  approved,  E  1349. 

Appropred,  pp,  appropriated,  made  the 
property  of,  14.  18. 

Approwours,  pi.  approvers,  informers, 

I>  1343- 
Aproohen,  v.  approach,  T.  v.  i. 
Apurtenanoe,  a  appurtenance;   pi  I 

793- 
Apyked,    pp.    trimmed,     adorned,    A 

365. 
Aqueynte  me,  make  myself  acquainted, 

3.  533 ;  pL  pL  became  acquainted,  HF. 

350;  pp.  acquainted,  B  1319. 
Aquyte.  imp.  a  reqnite,  T.  ii.  laoa 


Axaoe,  v.  eradicate,  uproot,  T.  v.  954; 

tear  away,  6.  30 ;  jw.  a  tul^.  root  out, 

eradicate,  T.  iii  1015 ;  pp.  torn,  borne 

along;  torn  away,  B  3.  p  xi.  165. 
Araise ;  see  Areise. 
Aray,  a  array,  dress,  L.  1505 ;  arrangement, 

T.  iiL  536 ;  state,  dress,  A  41,  73 ;  attire, 

1 933  ;  array  of  garments,  L.  3607 ;  order, 

B  363;  ordinance,  E  670;  position,  I) 

903 ;  condition,  A  934. 
Avayed,  pp,  dressed,  ready,  T.  ia  433 ; 

dad,  B.  473 ;  adorned,  T.  ii  1187 ;  (mZ  a., 

well  situated,  T.  ii  680;  equipped,  A 

3046 ;  dressed,  F  389 ;  ordend,  B  35a ; 

appointed,  F  1187. 
Arbitre,  a  will,  choice^  B  5.  p  3.  18. 
Arolies;  see  Ark. 
Arohaungel,  a  titmouse,  E.  915. 
Archewyres,  a  piL   arohwives,  ruling 

wives,  E  1 195. 
Ardaont,  adj,  ardent,  B  3.  m  13.   15; 

eager,  B  4.  p  3.  116. 
Axede,  v.  explain,  disclose,  T.  ii  1505; 

counsel,  T.  iv.  ni3;  interpret,  3.  389; 

ger.  to  divine,  T.  ii  133. 
Areise,  v.  raise ;   Areysen,  ger.  to  levy, 

"^S^^'y  pp,  praised,  L.  1525;  raised.  A, 

ii  3.  7. 
Arest,  8.  rest  (for  a  spear),  A  3603. 
Areste,  a  arrest,  B  4090;  detention,  A 

13 10 ;  responsibility,  £  1383  ;  delay,  L. 

806;  hesitation,  I*  1939;  deliberation, 

L397. 

Areste,  v.  stop  (a  horse),  A  837 ;  Do  a., 
cause  to  be  stopped,  B  431a 

Aretten,  v.  impute,  B  3.  p  4. 14 ;  A  upon, 
pr.  8.  accuses,  1 580 ;  j>r.  pi.  8ubJ.  ascribe, 
I  1083 ;  ye  n*areU$  U  fia«,  ye  impute  it 
not,  consider  it  not,  A  736 ;  pp.  imputed, 
A  3739. 

A-rewe,  ado.  successively,  lit.  in  a  row, 
D1354. 

Areyse ;  see  Areise. 

Argoile,  a  crude  tartar,  G  813. 

ArguiXLge,  a  argument,  L.  475. 

Argnmented,  pL  a  argued,  T.  i  377. 

Aright,  ado.  rightly,  well,  A  367 ;  aright, 
G 1418 ;  properly,  F  69+ ;  wholly,  A  189 ; 
exactly,  T.  v.  364  ;  certainly,  B  3135. 

Arisen,  Arist ;  see  Aryse. 

Ariste,  «.  arising,  rising,  A  ii  13. 16. 

Ark,  a  arc,  referring  to  the  arc  of  the 
horizon  extending  from  sunrise  to  sun- 
set, B  3 ;  daily  course  of  the  sun,  £ 
1795;  arc,  the  apparent  angular  dis- 
tance passed  over  by  the  sun  in  a  day 
and  a  night,  A  ii  7.  I3 ;  Arches,  pL 
arcs»  A  ii  7.  15. 
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▲rmes,  pL  arms,  weapons,  7.  i ;  ooat-oi£> 

arms,  A  loia. 
▲rxn-greet,  adj.  thick  as  one's  arm,  A 

2145. 
Armiiige,  8.  paiiang  on  of  armonr,  B 

ao37- 
▲rmipotente,   adj,  powerful  in  arms, 

A  1983. 
▲rmoniak,  adj*  ammoniao;  applied  to 

boU,  G  790,  and  m2,  G  798.    It  is  a 
cormption  of  Lat.  armsniacMa,  i  e.  Axv 

menian. 
▲rxnonye,  s.  harmony.  3. 313. 
Anxxora,  «.  defensive  armonr,  4.  130;  B 

2009. 
▲rxnuTey8,jpI.  armourers,  A  3507. 
Am,  pr.  pi.  are,  HF.  1008. 
Aroos;  seeAryse. 
A-Toume,  adv.   at  large,   in  an  open 

space,  HF.  54a 
A-rowe,  adv.  in  a  row,  HF.  1835. 
Arowe,  «. ;  see  Arwe. 
Arraoe;  seeAxaoe. 
Array,  Arraya ;  see  Aray,  Arayed. 
Arrerase, «.  arrears,  A  603. 
Arrette ;  see  Aretten. 
Arrivage,  a  comini^^  to  shore,  HF.  333. 
Arryve,  v.  arrive,  come  to  land,  la  38 ; 

pr.  8,  (it)  arrives,  L.  3309 ;  pt,  i.  drove 

ashore,  3  4*  nx  3.  x  ;   yvel-a,^  iU-£ftted, 

R.  1068.  ^ 
Ars-xnetryke,  8,  arithmetic,  D  3333. 
Artelleries,  a  pi.  engines  for  shooting, 

B  353^ 
Arten,  ger.  to  constrain,  nrge,  T.  i  388. 
Artifloial,  adj\  A.  ii  7.  rub.    The  day 

artificial  is  the  length  of  the  day,  from 

the  moment   of  sonrise   to   that   of 

snnset. 
Artik,  northern,  A  i  14.  la 
Artow,  art  thon,  A  1141 ;  thou  art,  L. 

986. 
Axwe,  8.  arrow,  T.  it  641 ;  Arowe,  7.  185; 

pL  arrows,  A  107. 
Aryse,  v.  arise,  be  raised,  T.  iv.  1480; 

pr.  8,  rises,  I  971 ;  Arist,  pr,  a  {conUr^ 

from  ariseth)  arises,  B  365 ;  Ar6te,  pt,  8. 

arose,  5.  575 ;  stood  up,  L.  831 ;  Arisen, 

pt,  pi.  arose,  T.  ii  1598 ;   Aryse,  pr,  8. 

8ubj.  may  arise ;  Fro  the  sonne  aryse, 

from  the  point  where  the  sun  rises. 
Arysing,  a  rising,  rise,  A.  ii  13.  i. 
Aryre,  a  lit.  arrival;   landing,  disem- 
barkation of  troops,  A  60. 
Aryre;  see  Arryve. 
As,  so  (in  asseverations),  3.  838,  1335 ;  an 

expletive,  expressing  a  wish,  commonly 

used  with  an  impmtive,  e.g.  as  2a<, 


pray  let,  B  859 ;  as  Zsae,  pray  lend,  A 
3777,  &c;  As,  like,  B  1864;  as  that, 
F  1018 ;  As  aftiar,  according  to,  B  3555: 
As  ferforth  as,  as  far  as,  B  19 ;  As  in, 
ie.  fbr,  B  3688 ;  As  now,  at  pvesent,  at 
this  time,  A  3364;  on  the  present 
occasion,  G  944;  for  the  present,  0 
1019;  As  nouthe,  as  at  this  time,  at 
present,  A  463 ;  As  of,  with  respect  to. 
5.  36 }  As  swythe,  as  soon  as  possible, 
at  once,  7.  336;  As  that,  as  soon  aa, 
F  615 ;  as  though,  3.  isoo;  As  ther,  there, 
4.  117;  As  to,  with  reference  to,  P  107; 
As  to  my  wit,  as  it  seems  to  me,  5. 

547- 

As,  8,  an  ace,  B  3851 ;  Ambes  as,  pL  doable 
aces,  B  134. 

Asay ;  see  Assay. 

Asoaunoe,  as  if,  perhaps,  G  838 ;  in  esse 
that,  Lu  3303 ;  Ascaunces,  as  if,  D  1745; 
as  if  to  say,  T.  i.  305,  393.  Compounded 
of  E.  a8^  and  O.  F,  quaim8f  aa  if. 

Asoenoioun,  a  ascension,  ascending 
degree,  B  4045 ;  rising  up,  a  778. 

Asoende,  v.  ascend,  rise  (a  term  ia 
astrology).  In;  pre8,  part,  ascending, 
in  the  ascendant,  1  e.  near  the  eastern 
horiaon,  F  364. 

Asoendent,  a.  ascendant,  A  417 ;  pi.  HF. 
1368.  The  *  ascendant  *  is  that  dei^m 
of  the  ecliptic  which  is  rising  aboTe 
the  horison  at  a  given  moment. 

Asemble;  see  Assemble. 

Asenraimoe, «.  assurance,  T.  v.  1359. 

Ash ;  see  Asshe. 

Ashamed,  pp,  put  to  shame,  A  3667 ;  M 
pure  a.,  for  very  shame,  T.  ii.  ^56. 

Asketh,  pr,  a  requires,  T.  i  339. 

Asking,  8,  question,  L.  313. 

Aslake,  v.  diminish,  A  3553 ;  pp.  aoniaged, 
A  176a 

Asonder,  adv.  asunder,  apart,  A  491. 

Asp,  8.  aspen  tree,  A  3931 ;  eaUectMit 
B.  1384.  A.  S.  asp8. 

Aspect,  8,  an  (astrological)  aspect,  A 1087. 
An  'aspect'  is  the  angular  distance 
between  two  planets.  The  princii«I 
aspects  are^foe,  vis.  oonjunetioii,  seiitUe, 
quartile,  trine,  and  opposition,  corre- 
sponding to  the  angular  distances 
o*,  6o%  90',  I30*,  and  i8o',  respectively 

Ajqpen-leef,  a  leaf  of  an  aspen  tree,  D 
1667. 

Aspre,  adj,  sharp,  bitter,  T.  iv.  &;; 
vexatious,  B  3.  p  &  19 ;  cruel,  B  3.  p 
8.  39 ;  fieroe,  haidy,  7.  33. 

Ajq;>renes8e,  a  asperity,  B  4.  p  4. 159* 

Anpye,  8.  spy,  C  755- 
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Agpye,  V,  spy,  see,  A  1420;  Aspyen,  9. 

behold,  T.  ii.  649. 
AasatLt,  f .  anaolt,  A  989. 
Aaasy,  a.  trial,  D  290 ;  doon  Mm  a.,  make 

his  attempt,  L.  1594;  A-say,  test,  L. 

38  a. 
Aasaye,  v.  try,  make  trial  of,  B  3149; 

t^Jt  3«  574 »  endeavour,  F  1567 ;  p«r.  to 

a^ail,  T.  i  928  ;  pr.  «.  experiences,  B  3. 

tn  i,  13 ;  pr.  jp{.  try.  Lb  487 ;   imjk  pL 

try,  E  1740;  pp,  proved,  tested,  tried, 

experienced,  T.  ill.  xaio,  1447;  A  181 1. 
Aflsayle ;  see  Assaile. 
AjBsege,  f .  siege,  T.  i  464,  it  107. 
AjBsege,  V.  besiege ;  pt  pL  T.  i.  60;  pp. 

A  881. 
ABsemble,  v. ;  come  together,  1 909 ;  ger. 

to  amass,  B 3. p8.  8 ;  pp.  A  717 ;  united, 

Aasemblingo,  t.  xmion,  1 904,  917. 
Aasendent;  see  Aaoendent. 
Aasente,  «.  agree  to,  A  374 ;   assent,  A 

3093;   consent,  B  3469;   agree,  E  11, 

88,  129. 
Asalie  (iX  *  ash-tree,  5.  176;  oolleeffetZy, 

ash-tzees,  R.  1384. 
Ajsalie  (2),  8,  ash  (of  something  burnt) ; 

Asshen,  pL  ashes,  7.  173 ;  A  130a. 
Asaoilen,  ger.  to  discharge,  pay,  B  5. 

p.  1. 15 ;  V.  loosen ;  pr,  s.  absolve,  pardon, 

O  913 ;  pp.  explained,  B  5.  p  6.  311. 
Assoiling, ».  absolution,  A  661. 
Aaanre,  a.  assurance,  protestation,  7.  331. 
Aaaure,  v.  feel  secure,  trust,  T.  v.  870; 

rely,  T.  v.  1624;  declare  (to  be)  sure, 

7.90. 

Asayso,  *  assise,  session,  A  314 ;  judge- 
ment, X.  36 ;  position,  bL  90a 

AjBt«rte,  V.  escape,  L.  1802;  A  1595;  es- 
cape from,  L.  2338 ;  D  968 ;  get  away, 
withdraw,  3.  1154 ;  release,  D  1314 ;  pL 
s.  escaped,  T.  iii.  97;  pp.  escaped,  B 

437. 
Aatonie,  v.  astonish;  pr.  «.  astonishes, 

HF.  X174 ;  pp.  astonished,  T.  i  274,  iii 

1089. 
Astonylnge,  s.  astonishment,  B  4.  p  5.  33. 
Astore,  v.  to  store ;  pp.  A  609. 
Ajstrolabie,  «.  astrolabe,  A.  pr.  4. 
Aflitroloffleii,  t.  astrologer,  astronomer, 

D  324. 
Astroloffye,  ».  astrology,  A  3192,  3514. 
Aatromye  (Jbr  Astronomye),  an  ignorant 

form,  A  3*51,  3457- 
Asore,  a  azure,  B.  477. 
Asweva,  v. ;  pp.  dased,  put  to  sleep,  HF. 

549k 
A-Bwown,  adv.  (yVvMn  pp.)  xn  a  swoon. 


L.  2207  J  Aswowe,  7.  354;  kenet  As- 
wowne,  in  a  swoon,  T.  iii  1092 ;  A  3823. 

At,  prep,  at,  A  ao,  &o. ;  of,  B.  378 ;  as  to, 
6.  114 ;  by,  D  2095 ;  in  the  presence  of. 
T.  ii.  984;  with,  beside,  HF.  1593;  to, 
HF.  1603 ;  At  me,  with  respect  to  me, 
B  1975 ;  At  erste,  firste  of  all,  HF.  512 ; 
At  his  large,  free,  free  to  speak  or  be 
silent,  A  2288;  At  on,  at  one,  agreed, 
A  4197 ;  At  shorte  wordes,  briefly,  5. 
481 ;  At  regard,  with  regard,  1 180 ;  At 
yS,  at  (your)  eye,  with  your  own  eyes, 
visibly,  A  3016 ;  have  at  the&,  I  attack 
thee,  L.  1583. 

At-after,  prep,  after,  B  1445. 

Ataka,  v.  overtake,  G  556,  585. 

Ataste,  2pr.  $.  aubj.  taste,  B  2.  p  1.  41. 

Atasmt ;  see  Atteine. 

Ataair,  a.  evil  influence,  B  305. 

Atempraimoe,  a.  temperament,  B  4.  p  6. 
214;  adjustment,  moderation,  temper- 
ance, C  46. 

Atempre,  adj.  temperate,  mild,  L.  128, 
1483 ;  moderate,  T.  i  953 ;  mild,  5.  204  \ 
B.  131 ;  modest,  1 932. 

Atempre,  v. ;  pr.  a.  attempers,  B  i.  m  2. 
^3  >  ^^  controls  himself,  B  2704. 

AtempTel7t  adv.  temperately,  I  861; 
moderately,  B  2728. 

AtempTinge,  a.  controlling,  B  5.  p  4.  loi. 

Ateyne;  see  Atteine. 

Athamaunt,  a.  adamant,  A  1305. 

Athinken,  v.  displease,  T.  v.  878 ;  Athink- 
eth,  pr.  a.  impera.  (it)  Repents,  T.  i  ip5a 

At-onas,  adv.  at  once,  at  one  and  tiie 
same  time,  B  670. 

Atoon,  adv.  at  one,  E  437. 

At-rede,  v.  surpass  in  counsel,  T.  iv. 
1456 ;  A  2449. 

At-renne,  v.  surpass  in  ruiming,  T.  iv. 
1456;  A  2449. 

Attamad,  pp.  broached,  B  4008. 

Attayne ;  see  Atteine. 

Atte,  for  at  the,  D  404 ;  Atte  bests,  in 
the  best  way,  A  29,  749;  Atte  fan,  at 
the  fiu,  H  42 ;  Atte  falle,  at  the  full, 
completely,  A  651 ;  Atte*  gate,  at  the 
gate,  B  1563;  Atte  hasard,  at  dice, 
C  608 ;  Atte  laste,  at  the  hut,  B  506 ; 
Atte  leste,  at  the  least,  at  least,  B  38 ; 
Atte  Bowe,  at  Bow,  A  125. 

Atteine,  v.  attain,  B.  1495;  succeed  in, 
4.  161 ;  pp.  apprehended,  B  3.  p  3.  25. 

Attempre ;  see  Atempre. 

Attry,  adj.  venomous,  1 583. 

A-tweyn,  ad«.  in  two,  3.  1193. 

A-twinne,  adv.  apart,  T.  iii  1666. 

Atwtxe,  prep,  betwixt,  &  854. 
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A-twixen,  pr^,  bet-vrean,  T.  v.  473. 

A-two,  in  twain,  7.  94 ;  !>•  758. 

A-tyr,  «.  attire,  dress,  T.  i.  181. 

Auctor ;  see  Auctoiur. 

Auctorltee,  s,  authority,  B  2355 ;  zecog- 
niaed  text,  A  5000 ;  BtatementB  of  good 
authors,  D  i. 

Auctour,  f.  author,  HF.  3x4 ;  originator, 
H  359 ;  creator,  T.  iii  17(65. 

Audience,  il  hearing,  5.  308 ;  audience, 
B  3991 ;  open  assembly,  D  1032. 

Auiprixn,  8.  algorism,  ie.  numeration,  A 
i.  7.  6 ;  Arabic  numerals,  A  i.  8.  6. 

Augrim-stones,  pL  counters  for  calcu- 
lating, A  3210. 

Auncessour,  «.  ancestor ;  pi.  B.  391. 

Aunoestre,  a  ancestor,  5.  41. 

Auncetrye,  s.  ancestry,  A  3982. 

Aungel,  a.  angel,  B.  916. 

Aungellyk,  adj,  angelica],  T.  i  loa. 

Aungellyke,  etdv.  like  an  angel,  L.  236. 

Auntre  it,  v.  risk  it,  A  4209;  Auntred 
him,  pk  t.  adventured  himself,  A  4205. 

Auntroua,  adj.  adventurous,  B  2099. 

Autentyke,  adj.  authentic,  3.  1086. 

Auter,  t.  altar,  5.  249. 

Avale,  V.  fall  doum,  T.  ui  636 ;  doff,  take 
off,  A  3133 ;  Avalen,  pr.  pi.  sink  down. 

Avantage,  a.  advantage,  F  773;  to  don 
hia  a.,  to  suit  his  own  interests,  B  739 ; 
aa  adj.  advantageous,  B  146. 

Avante ;  see  Avaunte. 

Avannoe,  v,  promote,  L.  3003 ;  gar,  T.  i. 
518 ;  be  profitable,  A  246 ;  cause  to 
prosper,  HF.  640;  help,  10.  31. 

Avaunt,  «.  vaunt,  boast,  A  337,  E  1457. 

Avaunte  (her), «.  r^  boast  (hexseli),  7. 
396;  gar.  to  extol,  HF.  1788;  v.  r^ 
boast,  vaunt  himself,  D  10x4. 

Avaunting,  a  boasting,  A  3884. 

Avauntour,  a.  boaster,  5.  43a 

Avenaunt,  adj.  graoefUi,  comely,  B.  1363. 

Aventayle,  a.  ventail,  E  1304. 

Aventure,  il  chance,  4. 31 ;  peril,  B  1151 ; 
misfortune,  L.  657 ;  fortune,  18.  33 ; 
luck,  T.  ii.  388,  391;  circumstance,  L. 
1907;  ofa.^  by  chance,  HF.  3090;  <m<k, 
in  case  of  mishap,  T.  v.  398 ;  in  a.,  in 
the  hands  of  fortune,  T.  i  784 ;  per  a., 
perchance,  A  ii  13.  6 ;  in  a.  and  grace^ 
on  luck  and  favour,  4.  60 ;  good  a.,  good 
fortune,  5.  131,  7.  334 ;  ^  adventures, 
A  795 ;  accidents,  0  934. 

Aventurous,  adj.  random,  B  i.  p  6.  98 ; 
adventitious  (Lat.  fort%sUa\  B  s.  p  4. 17. 

Aviaee,  adj.  deliberate,  L.  1531. 

Avisioun,  a.  vision,  B.  9 ;  HF.  7. 

Avouterye,  a.  adultery,  5.  361. 


Avoutier,  a.  adulterer ;  j>Z.  I  841. 

Avow,  a.  vow,  A  3414,  3337. 

Avowe,  V.  avow,  own,  proclaim,  O  643; 
pr,  a.  vows,  7.  ^5$. 

Avoy,  inierj.  fie !  B  4098. 

Avys,  a.  advice,  consideration,  opinion, 
A  786,  B  3443. 

Avyae,  v.  consider,  T.  i  364;  contem- 
plate, T.  V.  1814 ;  r^.  consider,  B  664 ; 
imp.  a.  take  heed,  A  4188 ;  imp,  pL  con- 
sider, deliberate,  A  3185;  pp.  clearlj 
{loen,  B.  475 ;  "^th  mind  made  up,  T. 
iii  1186;  advised,  careful,  A  3584; 
deliberate,  I  448;  wary,  A  4333;  fore- 
warned, B  3538;  well  a.,  well  advised, 
B3514, 

Avysely,  adv.  advisedly,  B  3488 ;  aericostr, 
1 1034  ;  carefNiUy,  A  ii  39.  39. 

Avysement,  a.  consideration,  B  3941; 
counsel,  T.  ii  343;  deliberation,  B  86; 
determination,  JU  1417. 

Await,  a,  watch,  D  1657 ;  surveillauoa,  H 
149 ;  waiting,  T.  iii  579 ;  watohfulneBs, 
T.  iii.  457 ;  Have  hir  in  awayt,  watch 
her,  B  3915 ;  pL  plots,  B  3.  p  8.  11. 

Awaite,  «.  await;  pr.  a.  waits;,  i.  m; 
watches,  B  177^. 

Awaiting,  a.  attendance,  7.  3501. 

Awaitour,  a.  lier  in  wait,  B  4.  p  3.  133. 

Awake,  v.  wake,  awake ;  Awook,  i  pt.  i. 
aroused,  3.  1334 ;  pd.  a.  awoke,  F  367; 
Awaked,  pi.  a.  awoke,  A  3533, 

Award,  a.  decision,  1 483. 

Awen,  own  (Northern),  A  4339. 

A-wepe,  a-weeping,  in  tears,  T.  ii  40& 

A-werke,  adv.  at  work,  D  315. 

Aweye,  adv.  out  of  the  way,  done  with, 
T.  ii  133 ;  gone,  7.  319 ;  fironx  home,  B 
593 ;  astray,  B  609. 

Aweyward,  adv,  away,  backwards,  H 
363. 

Awhape,  v.  amaie;  pp.  scared,  L.  133: 
stupefied,  7.  315 ;  confounded,  T.  i3i6. 

Awook ;  see  Awake. 

Awxeke,  v.  avenge,  3.  11 ;  jpr.  a.  avenges, 
B.  378  ;  ijp.  H  398 ;  A  375a. 

Awry,  adv.  on  one  mde,  B.  391. 

Axen,  V.  ask,  L.  835 ;  Axe  at,  ask  of,  T.  il 
894 ;  jM*.  «.  requires,  T.  ii  337. 

Axing,  «.  question,  L.  339  a ;  request,  A 
1836. 

Ay,  adv,  aye,  ever,  A  63,  333 ;  Ay  whjl 
that,  all  the  while  that,  4.  35s. 

Ay-dwellinge,  adj.  perpetual,  ever> 
abiding,  B  5.  p  6.  97. 

Ayein,  prep,  opposite  to,  T.  ii.  930; 
against,  T.  i  90a. 

Ayein,  adv»  again,  back,  5.  loow 
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Ayein-Iedinge,  adj,  renaming,  zeoon- 

dnctizigf^  B  3.  m  9.  y  J. 
AyeinSy  jp7t;p.  agaiyji,  A  1787;  towardA, 

at  the  approAoh  of,  5.  342. 
Ayeiso,  €tdv,  againBt,  to,  A  3155. 
Ayeinward,  adv.  again,  on  the   otiher 

hand,  B  a.  p  4.  136 ;  hack  again,  T.  iii 

750,  iv.  1581. 
Ayel,  «.  grandfather,  A  ^477. 
Asimnt,  a  airimnth,  A  U.  31.  23. 

B. 

Ba^  V.  kiu,  D  433 ;  imp,  t.  A  3709. 
Babewixmes,  pL  (lit.  baboonaX  groteeqae 

figores  in  arohiteotore,  HF.  1189. 
Ba^iQlere,  «.  young  knight,  B.  918, 1469 ; 

an  aspirant  to  kudghthood,  A  80. 
"Baohehrye,  a  hachalor-hood,  H  135 ;  oom^ 

pany  of  young  men,  £  270. 
Bad ;  Bee  Bidde. 
Badder,  oc^  comp.  woxse,  F  224. 
Bagge,  v.;  pr.a,  looks  askant,  3.  623. 
Baggepype,  9.  bagpipe,  A  565. 
Baggingly,  adv.  sqnintingly,  B.  292. 
Baite,  v.  bait ;  feed,  B  466 ;  pp.  baited, 

tormented,  B.  161 2. 
Bak,  a.  back,  3.  957 ;  oloth  for  the  back, 

coarse  mantle,  rough  cloak,  G  881. 
Bakbyter,  §,  backbiter,  1 495. 
Bake  mates,   baked  meats,  meat  pies, 

I  445. 
Bakhalf,  the  back  or  flat  side  of  the 

astrolabe,  A  i  4.  i. 
Bak-aide,  s.  the  back  of  the  astrolabe,  A 

i-  15.3. 
Balaonoe,  s.  a  balance,  G  61 1 ;  in  IxUavnee^ 

in  jeopardy,  G  611 ;  in  suspense,  3.  loai. 
Bale,  a  sorrow,  3.  535 ;  for  hots  ne  baUy  for 

good  nor  for  ill,  3.  227. 
Balke,  a  balk,  beam,  A  3920;  pi.  trans- 
verse beams  beneath  a  roof,  A  3626. 
Balled,  adj.  bald,  A  198,  2518. 
Bane,  a  death,  L.  2159 ;  destruction,  BJP. 

408 ;  cause  of  deaUi,  A  1097 ;  slayer,  T. 

iv.  ass- 
Banes,  pt  bones  (Northern),  A  4073. 

Bar,  Bare ;  see  Bare,  v. 

Barbe,  a  barb  (part  of  a  -woman*s  head- 
dress, still  sometimes  used  by  nuns, 
consisting  of  a  piece  of  white  plaited 
linen,  passed  over  or  under  the  chin, 
and  reaching  midway  to  the  waistX  T, 
ii.  iia 

Barbre,  adj.  barbarian,  B  281. 

Bareine,  adj.  barren,  B  68,  B  372. 

^arel«le,  barrel  of  ale,  B  3083. 

Bark,  $,  (of  a  tree),  T.  iii  737. 


Barznrdoofcli,  a  apron,  A  3236. 
Barme,  a  {dot)  bosom,  lap,  B  3256,  363a 
Baronage,  a  assembly  of  barons,  A  3096. 
Barre,  a  bar,  A  1075 ;  Barres,  jk.  stripes 

across  a  girdle,  A  329. 
Baned,  pp.  ftimished  with  *  bars,'  A  3225. 
Barringe,  a  adorning  with  (heraldic)  bars, 

I  47. 
BaaiJiook,  a  basilisk,  1 853- 
Baste,  v.  baste ;  prea.  part,  basting,  tack- 
ing on,  B.  X04. 
Bataile,  a  battle,  fight,  Lu  1647 ;  troop,  B 

5.  mi.  4. 
Batailen,  v,  fight,  B  x.  p  4.  251. 
Batailled,  adj.  embattled,  ie.  notched 

with  indentations,  B  405a 
Batere,  v.  batter ;  pr.  a  strikes,  1 556. 
Bathe,  both  (Northern),  A  4087. 
Bathe,  ger,  to  bathe,  to  bask,  T.  ii  849 ; 

nQ/l.  to  bask,  B  4457. 
Bauderye,  a  bawdry,  act  of  a  pandar,  T. 

iii  397 ;  mirth,  A  19126. 
Bandrik,  a   baldric,   belt  worn  tnms- 

rersely  over  one  shoulder,  A  tid 
Baudy,  adj.  dirty,  G  635. 
Baume,  a  balm,  HF.  1686. 
Baundon,  a  power,  disposal,  B.  1163. 
Bay,  adj.  bay-coloured,  A  2157. 
Bayard,  a  horse's  name ;  a  horse,  A  4115. 
Be-,  prejtx ;  see  also  Bi-. 
Bean,  adj.  fSair ;  beau  Hr^  fkir  sir,  HF.  643. 
Be-bled,i>p.  bloodied,  covered  with  blood, 

B  3.  m  2.  14. 
Beblotte,  itnp.  b,  blot,  T.  ii  1027. 
Bechen,  adj.  made  of  beech,  G  ii6a 
Become,  v.  go  to,  L.  2214  ;  pp.  gone  to,  7. 

247. 
Bed.  a  L.  2211 ;  station,  B  3862 ;  bed  (of 

herbs),  B4411. 
Beddinge,  a  couch,  A  16x6. 
Bede,  v.  offer,  proffer,  HF.  32;  G  X065; 

X  pr.  a.  proffer,  7.  304;   Bedeth,  pr.  a. 

proffers,  E 1784  ;  Bede,  i  pt.  pL  directed, 

told,  1 65 ;  Boden,  pp.  commanded,  T.  iii 

691 ;  ordered,  L.  266. 
Bede,  pt.  pi.  and  pp.  c/ Bidde. 
Beden,  pt.  pL  0/ Bidde. 
Bedee,  pL  beads,  A 159. 
Bedote,  v.  befeol,  L.  1547. 
Bedrede,  adj.  bedridden,  D  1769. 
Beek,  a  beak,  F  418. 
Beem,  a  balk,  B  4362 ;  Bemes,  pi.  beams, 

B.  1574. 
Been,  pi.  bees,  F  204. 
Beer,  bare ;  pt  a.  o/Bere. 
Beest,  a.  beast,  F  460 ;  Beest  roial  =:  royax 

beast,  i  e.  Leo,  F  264;  brute,  G  288; 

beast,  quany,  B,  X453. 
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Beet,  pt,  «.  and  hnp.  s.  o^Bete. 

Beeth,  imp.  pi  qfBen,  to  be. 

Beggestere,  «.  beggar,  properly  a  female 
beggar,  A  242, 

Behette ;  see  Bihote. 

Bekke,  x  pr.  a.  (I)  nod,  C  396;  i>t.  «. 
nodded  to,  T.  ii.  126a 

Bel  amy,  i  e.  good  friend,  fur  friend,  C 
318 ;  Bele,  a^  fm,  fair,  beanUfrO,  HF. 
1796 ;  Bele  chore,  excellent  fare,  B 1599 ; 
B^  chose,  beantifrd  part,  D  447. 

Belle,  f.  beU,  T.  iL  1615 ;  (of  a.  olook),  3. 
132a;  (sign  of  an  innX  A  7x9;  here 
the  &.,  be  the  first,  T.  iii  198. 

Belweth,pr.  «.  roarg,  HF.  1803. 

Bely,  a.  b^,  B  9x67. 

Bely,  a.  a  pair  of  bellows,  1 351. 

Bely-naked,  adj,  entirely  naked,  S  1326. 

Berne,  t.  tnimpet,  HF.  1240 ;  pi  B  45%. 

Ben,  Been,  v,  be,  1. 182 ;  ipr.  jpl.  are,  3.582 ; 
Ben,  2pr,pl  B 122 ;  consist,  1 82 ;  Beth, 
pr.  pi  are,  F  648 ;  Be,pr.  &  stibj\  exists,  it 
should  be,  4. 49 ;  Be,  tpr.g,  tuhj.  be,  am, 
D  1245 ;  Beth,  imp,  pi  be,  O  683  ;  Been, 
JRP.  3.  530 ;  A  199 ;  Be,  i>p.  been,  B.  322 ; 
/  had  hty  I  should  have  been,  3, 222 ;  Be 
as  be  may,  be  it  as  it  may,  however  it 
be,  L.  1852  ;  Be  what  she  be,  be  she  who 
she  may,  T.  i  679 ;  Lat  be,  let  alone,  D 
1289. 

Benoh,  «.  bench,  T.  ii  91 ;  table,  B  1548 ; 
bench  (law  court),  x.  159. 

Bend,  a  band,  B.  1079. 

Bende,  v.  bend,  B.  1334 ;  torn,  T.  il  1250; 
Bente,  pt  a  bent,  H  264 ;  Bent,  pp,  i. 
29 ;  arched,  A  3246. 

Bendinge,  ».  adorning  with  (heraldic) 
bends,  I  417.  A  bmd,  in  heraldry,  is 
a  broad  diagonal  band  upon  a  shield. 

Bdne,  f.  bean,  11.  29. 

BemdiciUy  bless  ye  (the  Lord),  A  1785; 
(pronounced  ben^ciU\  T.  i  780,  &o. 

Benisoun,  9.  benison,  blessing,  B  2288. 

Bent,  a  grassy  slope ;  Bente,  dal  A  1981. 

Berafte ;  see  Bireve. 

Berd,  t.  beard,  A  270,  2173 ;  <n  the  Iferdj 
face  to  face,  T.  iv.  41 ;  make  a  berd^  de- 
ceive, A  4096;  make  hie  berd^  delude 
him,  D  361. 

Bdre,  a  bear,  L.  1214 ;  the  constellations 
Ursa  Major  and  Ursa  Minor,  HF.  1004. 

B^re,  e.  bier,  a.  105 ;  19. 5. 

Bere,  v.  bear,  cany,  B  3564;  transport, 
F  119;  confer  on,  h.  2135;  Bere  yow, 
conduct  yourself,  D  1108 ;  Beren  on 
honde,  accuse,  D  393;  Beren  him  on 
hond,  assure  him,  D  232  (of.  226) ;  Bereth 
him,  conducts  himself,  behaves,  A  796 ; 


Bereth  hir,  comports  henwl^  T.  ii.  401 ; 
Berth  hir  on  honJ,  bears  fiJse  witness 
against  her,  B  620 ;  Bereth  him  on  hond, 
accuses  hixn,  I  505 ;  Sickly  berth,  take 
ill,  dislike,  E  625 ;  Bere,  pr.  pi  $.  894 ; 
Bere, 2 pt  a  barest, T  iv.  763 ;  Bar,  joCa 
bare,  carried,  A  105 ;  poesessed,  D  997: 
pt  a  r^  conducted  himself,  T.  iiL  490; 
Bar  on  honde,  made  him  believe,  D  575 ; 
Bar  her  on  honde,  brought  againat  her 
a  charge  which  he  feigned  to  believe,  7. 
158 ;  Baren  us,  i  pt  ^1.  conducted  our- 
selves, A  721 ;  Baren  me  on  hond,  bore 
false  witness  against  me,  B.  i.  p  4.  180; 
pr.  s.  eubi,  may  pierce,  A  2256;  Ber, 
imp.  a  cany,  D  1139;  Ber  ayein,  take 
back,  T.  ii  1141 ;  Boren,  pp.  boRL,  D 
1153 ;  Bore,  pp.  bom. 

Bere,  a  head-sheet,  pillow-case,  3.  254. 

Berie,  a  beny,  A  4368. 

Berie,  v.  bury,  C  88^. 

Berinige,  a  behaviour,  B  2002 ;  caniage. 
E  1604. 

Berke,  v.  bark ;  Borken,  pp.  shrieked  (litw 
barked),  B  i.  p  5.  i. 

Berm,  a  barm,  i  ei  yeast,  G  813. 

Bern,  a  bam,  B  3759. 

Beryle,  a  beryl,  HF.  1184. 

Besaont-wight,  a  weight  of  abeaant,  B. 
1106.  (Besont,  a  gold  coin  of  Byaan- 
tium.) 

Bespreynt ;  see  Bisprenge. 

Bestialitee,  a  animal  condition,  T.  i 

7$S- 
Bet,  04/.  comp.  better,  xa  47 ;  HF.  10& 
Bet,  ado.  better,  A  242 ;  po  bet,  go  £Mter, 

go  as  quickly  as  possible,  3.  136 ;  the  bet, 

the  better,  HF.  559 ;  bet  and  bet,  better 

and  better,  T.  iii.  714. 
Bete,  V.  remedy,  heal,  T.  i  665;  amend, 

mend,  assist,  1 421 ;  kindle,  A  2253. 
B^te,  1^.  to  beat,  flap,  B  4512;  to  hammer 

out,  C  17 ;  Beetfpt  a  adjoined  (111  beat), 

B.  129 ;  Beten,  pp.  beaten,  B 1732 ;  aeadj. 

beaten,  ornamented  with  the  hammer, 

B.837. 
Beth,  pr.  pi  are,  B  2350 ;  ts^.  pt  be,  i. 

"34. 
Betraifling,  a.  betrayal,  L.  a46a 
Bettre,  adj.  better,  A  256 ;  6.  arm,  right 

arm,  T.  ii  165a 
Bever,  adj.  made  of  beaver,  A  272. 
Beye,  0er.  to  buy,  T.  v.  1843 ;  v.  B  1462. 

See  Bye. 
Bibbe,  v. ;  pp.  imbibed,  A  4162. 
Bible,  a  bible,  A  438 ;  book,  HF.  1334. 
Bi-bledde,  pp.  pt  covered  with  blood,  A 

2002. 
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Bioched  bones,  t.  pi.  dice,  C  6s6, 
Bi-olappe,  ger.  to  oatolr  (as  in  s  tnp), 

a  9. 

Bioome,  ger.  to  beoomo,  D 1644 ;  Bioomth, 
pr.  &  goes,  T.  il.  795. 

Bidaffod,  pp.  befooled,  E  X191. 

Bidde,  v.  ask  (conAiafld  vdth  B^de,  v.  com- 
mand, bid);  ger.  to  request,  L.  838; 
I  pr.  8.  pray,  T.  i  1027 ;  Bit,  pr.  s.  bids, 
A  187 ;  Bad,  pt.  «.  parayed,  belied,  T.  iii 
1249 ;  besought,  T.  i.  112  \  requested,  E 
373  i  I  P^  9.  bade,  F  laia;  pt.  $.  bade, 
commanded,  D  108 ;  Beden,  pt,  pL  bade, 
B  aa33 ;  Bidde,  pp.  commanded,  B  440 
(where  han  hidd«  ^  have  bidden) ;  Bede, 
pp.  bidden  {as  if  from  BedeX  3.  194 ; 
I  pL  9.  subij.  would  seek,  B.  791 ;  Bid, 
imp,  «.  pray,  T.  iii  342  ;  bid,  3. 144 ;  Bid- 
deth,  hnp.  pL  pray,  T.  i  36. 

Bidding,  «.  request,  L.  837. 

Bidelve,  v. ;  Bidolven,  pp.  buried,  B  5.  p 
I.  51. 

Biden,i>p.  cfBydo. 

Bifallinge,  9.  coming  to  pass,  T.  iv. 
1018. 

Bif oren,  pnp.  before,  B  3553 ;  in  front  of; 

Blforen,  adv.  in  the  front  part  (of  his 
head),  A  1376;  beforehand,  A  1148;  in 
front,  A  590 ;  in  a  good  position,  A  573  ; 
of  old  time,  F  551 ;  first,  £  446. 

Bifom,  prep,  before. 

Bij^ete,  v.  beget ;  Begat,  pt.  9.  Ix  156a ; 
Bigeten,j>p.  B3138. 

Biginne,  v.  begin,  A  43  ;  Bigonne,  2pt.  9. 
G-  44a ;  Began,  a  pt.  9.  {false  form  f&r 
Bignnne),  L.  3330 ;  Bigan,  pt.  9.  A  44; 
Bigonne,  pt.  pt.  F  1015 ;  Bigonne,  pp.  T. 

ii-779- 

Bigoon,  pp.  ornamented,  R.  943  ;  toel  &., 
well  contented,  joyous,  merry,  5.  171  j 
fortunate,  T.  il  394  ;  toel  higo^  well  con- 
tent, B.  693 ;  too  &.,  distressed,  L.  1487, 
2497;  sonifully  &.,  distressed,  T.  L  114; 
toers  h.f  more  wretched,  T.  v.  1338. 

Bigy  lores,  pi.  begnilers,  I  399. 

Bihalve,  9.  doL  behalf,  T.  ii  1458. 

Bihate,  t;.  hate ;  f!p.  B  3.  m  4.  6. 

Bilieste,  9,  promise,  B  37;  command,  T. 
^  359 1  P^  promises,  i  e.  all  that  they 
profess  to  prove,  A  pr.  26. 

Bihete,  i  pr.  9.  promise,  G  707 ;  2  pr.  s, 
dost  promise,  B  4.  p  a.  i ;  pr. «.  promises, 
I  379.    See  Bihote. 

BHietin^e,  9.  promising,  B  a.  p  8.  16. 

Bihewe,  v.;  Behewe,  pp.  carved,  HF. 
1306. 

Bihlshte,  jpC  9.   promised,  T.  v.    1304; 

Bb 


Bihighte,i»e.i)l.  T.  iil3i9;  Bihight,  i^fK 
T.  V.  354.    See  Bihote. 

Bikolde,  v.  behold,  A  229$ ;  Behelde,  v. 
behold,  7. 80 ;  Behelde,  pt.  9.  9ubj.  should 
see,  T.  ii.  378;  Biholde,  pp.  beheld,  Qt 
179- 

Bihote,  I  pr.  9.  promise,  A  1854  *  Behette, 
pt  9.  5.  436. 

Bihore,  il  dot.  profit  (lit.  behoof),  B.  1093. 

BihoTe,  II.  suit,  13.  Si  P^-*-  (it)  behoves, 
T.  iv.  1004 ;  P^'  pl'  sre  necessaiy,  I  83. 

Bihovely,  adj.  helpful,  T.  ii  261 ;  needfrd, 
I  107. 

Bi-iape,  V. ;  pp.  jested  at,  tricked,  T.  i 
53». 

Biker,  9.  quarrel,  Lu  a66z. 

Biknowe,  9.  acknowledge,  B  886 ;  Bikno- 
weth,  i>r  s.  I  481 ;  Beknew,  pi.  9.  con- 
fessed, Lu  1058;  I  am  bi-knowen  =  I  ac- 
knowledge, B  3.  p  la  88. 

Bilde,  ger.  to  build,  HF.  1133 ;  Bilt,  pr.  9. 
HF.  1 135 ;  Bilt,  pp.  1. 183.    See  Bolde. 

Bilder, «.  a9adj.  builder,  used  for  building, 
5.  i7<5. 

BiloTe,  9.  faith,  L.  3109 ;  creed,  A  3456. 

BileTe  (i),  v.  believe ;  imp.  pL  Q  1047. 

Bileve  (a),  v.  to  remain,  stay  behind,  F 
583. 

Billnne,  v.  cease,  T.  iii  1365. 

Bille,  9.  bill,  petition,  x.  59,  no;  letter,  E 
1937;  writ,  D  1586. 

Binde,  v.  bind,  enthral,  4.  349;  Bynt 
{for  BintX  pr.  9.  binds,. 4.  47,  48 ;  Bond, 
pt.  9.  bound,  &8tened,  B^  341 ;  Bounden, 
pp.  bound,  B  370;  bound  up,  D  681. 

Binding,  9.  constraint,  A  1304. 

Bininxe,  v.  take  away,  B  4.  p  3.  36; 
Binemen,  jpr.  pi.  B  3.  p  3.  65 ;  Bi-nomen, 
pp.  taken  away,  B  3.  p  3.  69. 

Binne,  9.  bin,  chest,  A  593. 

Biquethe,  v.  bequeath,  D  iiai. 

Biraffc,  -e ;  see  Bireve. 

Bireine,  v. ;  Bireyned,  pp.  rained  upon, 
T.  iv.  1173. 

Bireve,  v.  bereave,  B  3359 ;  restrain,  T.  i 
685 ;  take  away,  G483 ;  mswo  herevey  rob 
me  of  woe,  d  la ;  Bireved,  pt.  s.  bereft, 
D  3071 ;  Birafte,  pL  9.  B  83  ;  Biraft,  pp. 
bereft,  T.  iv.  225 ;  A  1361. 

Birthe,  9.  birth,  B  19a. 

Biscomed,  pp.  scorned,  I  378. 

Bisege,  v.  besiege ;  pr. «.  L.  1903 ;  Bisegede, 
pL  pl.  T.  i.  149. 

Biseken,  v.  beseech,  pray,  B  33o<S,  3910 ; 
By-s^ke,  v.  beseech,  T.  iv.  131 ;  Biseken, 
I  pr.  pl.  implore,  A  918  ;  Bisoughtest,  a 
pL  9.  didst  beseech,  T.  v.  1734 ;  Bisoghte, 
pe. «.  B  3164. 
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BlieiDAM,  f.  oontemptoovs  oondnoi,  A 

Bisetie,  v. ;  Beseite,  v.  employ,  L.  1069 ; 
l^>eBtow,  3.  77a;  Besette,  diBpoeed  of,  L. 
^558 ;  oaod  up,  D  195a ;  beftowed,  A  3715 ; 
established,  A  301a ;  fixed,  I  366 ;  Beset, 
pp,  bestowed,  T.  i  5^1. 

Biaeje,  pp.  beseen ;  wl  &.,  fair  to  see, 
good-looking,  B.  Sai ;  veil  provided,  3. 
839 ;  goodly  5.,  fair  to  see,  good  in  appear- 
ance, T.  ii  ia6a ;  yvel  b.,  ill-lookdng,  E 
965;  ricA«2if  &.,  rich-looking,  splendid!,  E 
984. 

Biahenda,  v. ;  Beshende,  v.  btin^to  roin, 
I1.2696. 

Bishltte,  V. ;  Bishet,  pp.  shut  up,  T.  liL 
60a. 

Bishxewe,  i  pr.  «.  beshrew,  D  844. 

Bi8ia,v.n;/I.  take  pains,  B  3034;  Bisieme, 
employ  myself  O  jsS]  pt.  pL  occupied 
themselves,  5.  19a. 

Bisily,  adv.  diligently,  A.  ii  3&  8 ;  com- 
pletely, T.  iii  1153 ;  eagerly,  F  1051 ; 
well,  a.  33. 

Biainease,  s.  business,  B  1415;  bnay  en- 
deavour, A  1007,  G  a4  ;  diligence,  3. 1156 ; 
G  56 ;  industry,  0-  5 ;  labour,  5.  86 ;  work, 
activity,  T.  i  795;  trouble,  ado,  7.  99; 
careful  attention,  B  3979 ;  attentiveness, 
7.  aso ;  care,  A  5aa 

Bi-smokede,  <idj.  pi,  dirtied  with  smoke, 
B  I.  p  I.  31. 

Bismotered,  pp.  besmutted,  marked  with 
spots  of  rust,  ftc,  A  76. 

Bispet,  pp.  spit  upon,  I  376. 

Bisprenge,  v. ;  Bespreynt,  pp.  sprinkled, 
bedewed,  a.  la 

Biatod,  pp.  bestead,  in  trouble,  B.  iaa7 ; 
Juxrd  &.,  greatly  imperilled,  B  649. 

Biatryden,  v. ;  Biatrood,  pt.  $.  bestrode, 
Bao93. 

Biay,  Beay,  adj.  hxtsy,  induatrioua,  B. 
105a;  active,  L.  103;  useiul,  I  474; 
attentive,  F  509 ;  amdous,  a.  a. 

Biayde,  prep,  beside ;  ther  &.,  beside  that 
place,  3. 1316 ;  ofh^  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of,  A  445 ;  &.  his  leve,  without  his 
leave,  HF.  aio5. 

Biaydea,  prep. ;  Mm  &.,  near  him,  A  40a. 

Biaydea,  Be^es,  ado.  on  one  side,  G 
1416. 

Bit,j>r.t.  o^Bidde. 

Bitake,  ipr.s.  commend,  1 1043 ;  commit, 
£  161 ;  resign,  A  3750 ;  i  pr.  s.  deliver, 
entrust,  L.  3397 ;  Bitook,  pL  a  entmated, 
G  54t ;  Bitaken,  pp.B$.ma.  47. 

Bitooha,  i  pr.  s.  commit  (to),  consign  (to), 
B  aii4. 


Bithinke,  «.   imagine,  think  of,  T.  iiL 

1694 ;  Bethinke,  v.  a.  107 ;  gar.  to  reflect, 

HF.  1176;  BithoQghte,  i  pt  s.  r^  be- 

thcoght  myself,  B.  5ai ;  I  am  bithoo^t, 

I  have  thought  (of),  A  767;  Bithoogfat, 

pp.  T.  ii  22s. 
:6itid,  Bitit;  seeBityde. 
Bitook ;  see  Bitake. 
Bitore,  «.  bittern,  D  97a. 
Bitraiae,  Bitraiaaha,  v.  betray ;  Bitny- 

seth,  pr,  ».  C  92]  pp.  betrayed,  T.  iv. 

1648 ;  I  a69 ;  BitraJsshed,  R.   1648 ;  Bi- 

traashed,  B.  i5aa 
Bitrandan,  v. ;  Bi-trent,  pr.  a.  encircles, 

goes  round,  T.  iv.  870 ;  twinea  round,  T. 

iii  ia3i. 
Bitwixsn^prep.  between,  A  880 ;  Beiwixen, 

5. 148 ;  Bitwixe,  A  377 ;  Bitwix,  L.  739. 
Bityde,  Bityden,  v.  happen,  T.  ii  623 ;      j 

arrive,  B  3730 ;  pr.  $.  tul^.  E  306 ;  Bityde 

what  b.,  happen  what  may,  T.  v.  750 ; 

Bitit,  pr,  8.  betides,  happens,  T.  ii  48,  v. 

345;   Bitidde,  pt  8.  befell,  T.  v.  1641; 

Bitid,  ijp.  T.  iii  j88  ;  Betid,  HF.  384. 
Bitydinga,  «.  an  event,  B  5.  p  i.  37. 
Bitymaa,  adv.  betimes,  soon,  G  1008. 
Biware,v. ;  Biwared,  j^p.  spent,  expended, 

laid  out  (as  on  wares),  T.  i  636. 
Biwapa,  gar.  to  bemoan,  T.  i  763;  Bi-        , 

wopenj  pp.  bathed  in  tears,  T.  iv.  916W  I 

Biwraya,  v.  make  manifest,  reveal,  T.  iii 

377;  Biwreyest,  2pr.  s.  revealest,  B  773; 

Biwreyd,  pp.  betrayed  (via.  hy  having 

3rour  words  revealed),  H  35a. 
Biwraylng,  a.  betraying,  B  3330^  I 

Bi-wryan,  v.  disclose,  reveal,  T.  ii  537; 

Bewiye,  betray,  5.  348.    (Wrongly  used 

for  Biwresre.) 
.  Blak,  adj.  black,  A  394  ;  Blake,  pL  Assn 

Blakke,  d^.  HF.  1801. 
Blak,  c.  black  clothing,  3.  445. 
Blaka,  s.  black  writing,  ink,  T.  ii  i3aa 
Blakebariad,    a,    a-blackberryin^,    ie. 

a-wandering  at  will,  astray,  C  406. 
Blakad,  pp.  blackened,  rendered  black, 

B33ai. 
Blandlaha,  pr.  a.  tubj.  ikwn,  1 376L 
Blankmangar,  a  a  compound  of  minced 

capon,  with  cream,  sugar,  and  flour,  A 

387.    Named  from  its  white  ooloor. 
Blaaan,  ger.  to  blow,  HF.  i8oa. 
Blaaphama,  a.  blaapheming,  16.  15: 
BUaPhamour,  a  blasphemer,  C  89S. 
Blast,  9.  puff,  T.  ii  1387. 
Blaata,  ger.  to  blow  a  trumpet,  HF.  1866. 
Blaunoha,  adj.  fun.  white  (see  FaTare\ 

T.  i  916. 
Blaundlaahinga,   preL  pt  oa  a^.  be- 
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witching,  B  3.  m  12.  33 ;  BlAiindiflasg«, 

flattering,  B  a.  p  i.  31. 
Bleohe,  v, ;  pp.  bleached,  9.  45: 
Bleda,  v.  bleed,  li.  ^696 ;  Bledde,  pt,  a, 

bled,  T.  ii  95CX 
Blemished,  pp,  injure^,  B  1.  p  4.  31a. 
Blende,  v.  blind,  T.  ir.  648;  ger.  to  de» 
.   oeive,  T.  iiL  207 ;   to  blind  (or  read  to- 

blende,  v.  blind  ntterly),  T.  iL  1496; 

Blent,  pr,  «.  blinds,  5.  600;  Blente,  pL  f. 

blinded,  T.  T.  X194 ;  Blent,  pp.  15.  18 ; 

deceived,  £  2113. 
Blere,  v.  blear,  bedim ;  Blexe  hir  78,  dim 

their  eye,  ctijolB  them,  A  4049 ;  pp.  de- 
ceived, G  73a 
Blexing,  a  dimming ;  bL  of  am.  ]^  cajoling, 

A3865. 
Blease,  v.  bless ;  Blesseth  hir,  pr. «.  crosses 

herscdf,  B  449. 
Blenre,  «.  remain,  T.  iv.  1484 ;  remain  (at 

home),  T.  iii.  623 ;  gtr.  to  dwell,  T.  iv.  1357. 
Blew,  pi.  s.  <i/Blowe. 
Blew,  adj.  bine,  A  564 ;  3*  34o ;  at  b.  bine 

clothing,  ai.  7. 
Bleyne,  «.  blain,  blemish,  B.  553. 
Bleynte,  pL  s.  blenched,  started  back,  A 

1078 ;  turned  aside,  T.  iii  1346.    PL9.cf 

Blenche, «. 
Blinde,  v.;  Bljnde  with,  ger.  to  blind 

(the  priest)  with,  G  1151. 
Blixme,  v.  leave  off,  cease,  G  1171. 
Bliflftil,  adj.  happy,  9.  i ;  conferring  bliss, 

X.  24.;  blessed,  3.  854;  merry,  B.  80; 

sainted,  A  17. 
Bliaftil,  adv.  joyously,  5.  689. 
Blisfully,  adv.  hapj^,  A  1236. 
BUaftilnesse,  «.  happiness,  B  a.  p  4.  75. 
Bliese,  v.  bless,  S  553.    Perhaps   read 

Uene,  kewee.    See  Blease. 
Blined,i>p.  happy,  9.  43. 
Bio,  adj.  bine,  smoke-coloured,  HF.  1647. 
Blodj,  adj.  cansing  bloodshed,  A  251a. 
Blondzen ;  see  Blundre. 
Blood,  «.  lineage,  7.  65 ;  offspring,  E  6yi ; 

kinswoman,  T.  ii  594. 
Blocme,  s.  blossom,  A  3324. 
Blosme,  v.  blossom ;  jpr.  c.  E  1463 ;  pp. 

covered  with  blossoms,  B.  108. 
Blosmy,  adj.  blossoming,  T.  xL  821 ;  fall 

of  buds,  5. 183. 
Blowe,  V.  blow,  A  565 ;  Blew,  pt.  t,  3.  i8a ; 

(it)  blew,  T.  iii  678 ;  Blowen,  pp.  pro- 
claimed by  trumpets,  A  aa4i. 
Blundre,  v.;pr.9,  runs  heedlessly,  G 

X414 ;  I  p.  pi.  pr.  Blondren,  we  become 

mased,  G67o^ 
Blythly,  adv.  gladly,  3.  749,  755- 
Blarvet  adv.  quickly,  soon,  L.  60 ;  at  ht.. 


very  soon,  as  soon  as  possible,  T.  i  965 ; 

forthwith,  B.  706,  99a ;  alto  M.,  as  soon 

as  possible,  T.  iv.  174. 
Bobanoe,  a  presumption,  boast,  D  569. 
Booe,  A  protuberance  (boss),  1 4a3. 
Booh,  a  botch,  pustule,  B  3.  p  4.  14. 
Booher,  t.  butcher,  A  aoa5. 
Booler,  a  buckler,  A  3266. 
Bode(i),  t.  foreboding,  omen,  5.  343. 
Bode  (a),  t.  abiding,  delay,  7.  119. 
Bode,  V.  proclaim ;  pr.  a  heralds,  B  4. 

m  6.  17. 
Boden,  pp.  o^Bede. 

Body,  a  person,  F  icx>5;  principal  sub- 
ject, £  4a ;  corpse,  3.  14a ;  B  187a ;  my 

&.,  myself,  B  1185;  1^-  metallio  bodies 

(meteJs),  answering  to  celestial  bodies 

(planets),  G  8ao,  8a5. 
Boef,  a  beef,  £  i4aa 

Boes, pr.  t.  (it)behoves,  A  4oa6.  (Northern.) 
Boght,  Boghte ;  see  Bye. 
Boist,  t.  box,  C  307 ;  i>2.  HF.  3129. 
Boistons,  adj.  rude,  plain,  H  an. 
Boistously,  adv.  loudly,  £  791. 
Bokel,  t.  buckle,  Bv  1086. 
Bokeler,  a  buckler.  Ana.  A  small  round 

shield   usually  carried   by  a    handle 

at  the  back.    See  Booler. 
Bokelinge,  pret.  pt  buckling,  A  250$. 
Bokes,  pi.  books,  A  394. 
Boket,  a  bucket,  A  1533. 
Bolas,p{.  bullace-plums,  bullaces,  B.  1377. 
Bolde,  V,  grow  bold,  5.  144. 
Bdle,  a  buU,  T.  iii.  7a3,  iv.  339. 
Bole  armonlak,  Armenian  day,  G  79a 
Bolle,  a  a  bowl,  G  laia 
Bolt,  a  crossbow-bolt,  A  3264. 
Bolt-upright,  on  (her)  back,  A  4a66,  B 

1506. 
Bomble,  v.;  pr.  #.  booms  (as  a  bittemX 

D97a. 
Bon,  adj.  good,  HF.  loaa. 
Bond,  a  bond,  obligation,  A  1604  >  band, 

fetter,  T.  iii.  1 766 ;  obligation  (compelling 

the  service  of  spirits),  F  131. 
Bonde,  a  bondman,  D  1660, 1 149. 
Bonde-folk,  a  pL  bondmen,  I  754. 
Bonde-men,  a  pi.  bondmen,  I  753. 
Bone,  a  petition,  boon,  prayer,  request, 

3. 129,  835. 
Bood^  pt.  a  o/Byde. 
B66n,  «.  bone,  B.  1059 1  ivory,  T.  ii  926 ; 

B6nes,  pL  bones,  A  546. 
B66r,  a  boar,  A  2070 ;  Bores,  gen.  ting. 

boar's,  B  ao6o ;  Bores,  pL  A  1658. 
B66st,  a  loud  talk,  A  4001 ;   boast,  L. 

a67 ;   pride,  B  3389 ;    boasting,  0  764 ; 

■welling,  G  441. 
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B^t,  8.  boat,  T.  i.  416,  ii.  3. 

Boot,  a.  help,  remedy,  T.  iii.  laoS. 

Boot,  pt.  8.  of  Byte. 

Boras,  «.  borax,  A  630,  G  790. 

Bord,  «.  table,  A  53,  B  430 ;  pUmk,  3*  74  \ 
board,  i.  e.  meals,  Gt  1017:  to  &.,  to 
board,  A  3188,  D  538 ;  into  8h^pe8  &ord, 
on  board  the  diip,  A  3585;  otper-^wrdf 
overboard,  B  922. 

Bordels,  8,  pi.  brothelfl,  I  885. 

BoTdel-wo]nen,i»I.  women  of  the  bxothel, 
1 976. 

Bordure,  a.  border,  raised  zim  on  the 
front  of  an  astrolabe,  A.  i  4.  4* 

Bore,  8.  bore,  hole,  T,  iii  1453. 

Bore,  Boren,jpp.  o/Bere. 

Borel,  «.  coaree  woollen  olothes,  D  356 ; 
Borel  men,  laymen,  B  3145.  See  BnreL 

Bores;  see  Boor. 

Borken,ii!p.  c^/Berke. 

Borne,  v. ;  Bometh,  jm*.  f  bnmishes, 
smoothes,  T.  i.  327. 

Borwe, «.  pledge,  A  1622 ;  to  6.,  in  pledge, 
as  a  pledge,  T.  v.  1664 ;  Uyd  to  &.,  laid 
in  pledge,  pawned,  T.  ii.  963 ;  to  &.,  for 
surety,  4.  205 ;  Vemu  here  to  &.,  Venus 
being  your  pledge,  T.  it  1524. 

Borwe,  v,  borrow,  B  105. 

Bos,  8.  boss,  A  3266.    See  Booe. 

Best,  8, ;  see  Boost. 

B68te,  V.  boeflt ;  pr.  8.  D  1672. 

Bote,  «.  good,  benefit,  D  472;  remedy, 
profit,  3.  38 ;  advantage,  T.  i.  352 ;  heal- 
ing, T.  i.  763 ;  help,  T.  ii.  345 ;  healer, 
22.  45 ;  relief,  G  1481 ;  salvation,  B  1656 ; 
doth  &.,  gives  the  remedy  for,  5.  276; 
for  b.  ne  bale,  for  good  nor  for  ill,  3. 
227, 

Botel,  8.  bottle  (of  hay),  H  14. 

Botelees,  adj,  without  remedy,  T.  i.  78J. 

Boteler,  a.  butler,  HF.  592. 

Boterflye,  8.  butterfly,  B  398a 

Botes,  pi,  boots,  A  203,  273. 

Bothe,  both,  A  540 ;  your  bothea,  of  both 
of  you,  I.  83 ;  your  bother,  of  you  both, 
T.  iv.  168, 

Botmelees,  <idj,  bottomless,  unreal,  T.  y. 

1431. 
Bough,  a.  bough,  B.  1403 ;  Bowes,  pL  B. 

108. 
Bought,  Boughte ;  see  Bye. 
Bouk,  a.  trunk  of  the  body,  A  2746. 
Boun,  adJ,  prepared,  F  1503. 
Bounde,  a,  bound;  pi  bounds,  limits, 

L.  546,  1673. 
Bountee,  a.  goodness,    kindness,   i.  9; 

good  deed,  I  393;   delightftilness,  B. 


BotmteTOOs,  m^L  bountttU,  boonteoas, 

T.  L883;  C  iia 
Bour,  a.  bed-ohamber,  HF,  1186;  B  i9-t2; 

lady's  chamber,  B.  1014 ;  inner  room, 

B  4022. 
Bourde,  a,  jest,  H  61 ;  pZ.  D  680. 
Bourde,  i  pr.  a.  jest,  C  778 ;  pp.  5. 589^ 
Box  (i),  a.  box-tree,  A  2922 ;  boxwood,  L. 

866 ;  money-box,  A  4390 ;  box,  C  96;^ 
Box  (2),  a.  blow,  L.  13^8. 
Boyoekin,  a,  dagger,  A  3960. 
Braoer,  a,  bracer,  a  guard  for  the  arm 

in  archery.  Am. 
Brogot,  «,  a  bevengemade  of  honey  and 

ale,  A  3261. 
Braid,  a.  quick  movement ;  of  a  5.,  in  a 

moment,  B.  1336;  Brayd,  a  start,  L. 

1166, 
Brak,  pta.  of  Breke. 
Brasil,  a.  dye  made  from  a  oertaia  dye- 
wood,  B  4649. 
Brast,  Braste ;  see  Breste. 
Braun,  a.  muscle,  A  546;  brawn  {o£  the 

boar),  3*  1254. 
Braunche,  a.  branch,  T.  t.  844. 
Brayd,  Brayde ;  see  Breydie. 
Brede(i),  a.  breadth,  B.  825,  1124  ;  space, 

T.    1    179;    on   brede,    abroad,   T.   i. 

530. 
Brede  (2),  a.  roast  meat,  HF.  1222. 
Brede,  ffer.  to  breed,  T.  iii.  1546 ;  grow, 

T.  V.  1027 ;  Breden,  ger.  to  bnied,  arise, 

L.  1 156  (of.  Vergil,  uSn.  iv.  2) ;  Bred,  pp. 

bred  up,  F  499. 
Breeoh,  a.  breeches,  B  S0491  ^  94& 
Breem,  a.  bream,  a  fish,  A  35% 
Bxeke,  v,  break,  A  551,  G  936;    5r.  JUi 

day,  fail  to  pay  on  the  day,  O-  1040; 

ger.  to  interrupt,  B  2233 ;  Brak,  pL  «. 

3.  71 ;  Breke,  pr.  a.  aubj.  4.  242  ;  Breke, 

2  pr.pl,  aubj.  break  off,  T.  v.  1032;  Brekei 

pL  a.  aubj.  would  break,  B  4578 ;  Broke, 

pp.  broken,  A  3571 ;  Broken,  pp.  ship* 

wrecked,  L.  1487. 
Brekke,  a.  break,  flaw,  defect,  3.  940. 
Bremble-flour,  a.  flower  of  the  bramble, 

B  1936. 
Breme,  adj.  Airions,  T.  iv.  184. 
Breme,  adv.  furiously,  A  1699. 
Bren,  a.  bran,  A  4053. 
Brenne,  v.  bum,  17.  18;   to  be  Imznt, 

T.  i  01 ;  Brinne,  ger.  to  bum,  D  52 ; 

Brendest,  2  pt.  a,  didst  bum,  A  2384 ; 

Brende,  pt,  a.  i.  90;  was  bomt,  HF. 

163;  was  set  on  flire,  HF.  537 ;  Brenned, 

pt..  a.  was  inflamed  with  anger,  R.  297; 

Brende,  pL  pk  caught  fire,   HF.  954; 

Brente,  jpt.  pt.  L.  731 :  Bnot^pp,  7.  115; 
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Brend,  pp.  B  4555 ;  at  adj.  bright,  B. 
1 109. 

Brenning,  a  boming,  4.  153 ;  greed  of 
gold,  B.  188. 

Brenningly,  adv.  ardently,  T.  i  607;  fer- 
vently, A  1564. 

Brere,  a.  briar,  B.  858 ;  Brares,  pL  under- 
wood,  A  1532. 

Brest,  «.  breast,  A  115,  131. 

Brest-boon,  «.  breast-bone,  A  rjio. 

Breste,  v.  burst,  T.  ▼.  1008;  afflict,  T. 
ill.  1434 ;  break,  D  1103 ;  Brest,  pr.  s. 
bursts,  A  3610 ;  breiiks,  T.  i  258  ;  Brast, 
pL  9.  burst  out,  T.  v.  1078 ;  burst,  L. 
1033 ;  broke,  3.  1x93  ;  Brast,  pt  8.  burst 
(or  read  braste » Would  burst),  T.  ▼. 
]8o;  Braste,  pt.  pi.  burst,  T.  li  336; 
Broete,  pt  pi.  B  671,  C  234 ;  Brosten, 
pt.  pi  4.  06;  Braste,  pt,  9.  tubj.  woul4 
burst,  T.  il  1 108;  Brosten,  jptp.  burst) 
T.  XL  976 ;  broken,  It,  130a 

Bresting,  b.  bursting,  T  973. 

Bretfnl,  adj.  brimM,  A  687,  3164. 

Bretherhed,  $.  brotherhood,  religious 
order,  A  511. 

Brew,  pL  a.  contrived,  B  3575. 

Breyde,  ger.  to  start,  T.  iv.  230,  348 ;  v. 
awake,  F  477 ;  Breyde,  j  pr.  s.  start,  T. 
V.  1262 ;  Breyde,  i  pt.  s.  awoke,  D  799 ; 
Breyde,  pt «.  started,  T.  v.  1243 ;  went 
(out  of  Ids  wits),  B  3728  ;  drew,  B  837  j 
Brayde,  pt  8.  took  hastily,  HF.  1678 ; 
Brayd,  pp.  started,  gone  suddenly,  7. 
124. 

Brid,  s.  bird,  HF.  1003 ;  young  of  birds, 
5.  19a. 

Brige,  $.  contention,  B  2873.    F.  Mgue. 

Brigge,  8.  bridge,  A  3922. 

Bright,  adj.  fair,  B.  1009. 

Bri^hte,  aia^  aa  a.  brightness  (after  Jbr)^ 

■    T.  ii8d4. 

Bxike,  a.  a  trap,  snare,  *fiz,'  dilemma, 

B358a 

Bringe,  v.  bring ;  Bringes,  2  pr.  a.  bring- 
est,  HF.  1908  (a  Northern  form) ;  Broght- 
en,  pt.  pi.  B  2590 ;  made  broght^  caused 
to  be  brought,  HP.  155: 

Brinne,  ger.  to  bum,  D  52.    See  Brenne. 

Brocage,  «.  mediation,  A  3375. 

Broohe,  a.  brooch,  B.  1193 ;  small  orna- 
ment, bracelet,  4.  245. 

Brode,  adv.  broadly,  plainly,  A  739 ;  far 
and  wide,  HF.  1683 ;  wide  awake,  G 
142a 

Brodere,  adj.  larger,  A.  ii  38.  i. 

Brok,  ie.  Badger,  a  horse's  name,  B 

1543. 
Broken ;  see  Harm.    And  see  Breke. 


Brokkinge,  prea.  pt  using  a  quavering 
voice,  A  3377. 

Bromes,  pt  broom  (bushes  so  called), 
HF.  1226. 

Brond,  a.  torch,  L.  2252;  firebrand,  B 
3224;  Bronde,  dat  piece  of  burning 
wood,  B  2095. 

Brood,  adj.  broad,  A  155,  471;  thick, 
large,  F  83;  Brode,  pt  "B.  939;  ex- 
panded, &  1681. ' 

Broste,  •en ;  see  Breste. 

Brotel,  adj.  brittle,  frail,  T.  iii.  820; 
fickle,  L.  1885 ;  unsafe,  insecure,  £  1279  ; 
transitory,  £  2061 ;  Brutel,  B  2.  p  5.  6. 

Brotelnesse,  a.  frailty,  T.  v.  1832 ;  inse- 
curity, £  1279 ;  fickleness,  la  63. 

Brotherhede,  &  brotherhood,  D  1399. 

Broaded,  pp.  embroidered,  A  3238,  B 

3659. 

Brooke,  v.  enjoy,  use,  B  4490 ;  keep,  £ 
2308 ;  1  pr.  a.  atibj.  {optative\  may  have 
the  use  of,  HF.  273 ;  Brouken,  pr.  pt 
aubj.  {opt)t  may  (they)  profit  by,  L.  194. 

Browding,  a.  embroidery,  A  2498. 

Broyded,  pp.  braided,  A  1049. 

Brutel ;  see  BroteL 

Brybe,  v.  steal,  filch,  A  4417;  rob,  D 
1378. 

Bryberyes,  pt  ways  of  robbing,  D  1367 

Brydale,  a.  wedding,  A  4375. 

Biydel,  a.  bridle,  7.  184. 

Brydelefch,  pr.  a.  controls,  4.  41. 

Buffet,  a.  blow ;  Buifettes,  pt  I  258. 

Bugle-horn,  a.  drinking-horn  made  from 
the  *  bugle '  or  ox,  F  1253. 

Buk,  a.  buck,  5.  195;  Bukke,  B  1946; 
Bnkkes,  gen.  buck's,  A  3387. 

Bulde,  V,  build;  Bulte,  pt  a.  built,  A 
1548. 

Bulle,  a.  papal  bull,  C  909. 

Bulte,  pt  a.  c/Buldew 

Bulte,  V.  boult,  siit,  B  443a 

Burdoun,«.  burden  of  a  song,  bass-accom- 
paniment, A  673. 

Burel,  adj.  rough,  unlettered,  F  716 ;  lay 
(people),  D  1872,  1874.  The  idea  is  that 
of  a  man  dressed  in  httrel,  or  coarse 
woollen  doth.    Bee  Borel. 

Bnriels,  f.  pt  burial-places,  i  e.  the 
catacombs,  Q  186. 

Bnme,  v.  burnish ;  pp.  A  1983 ;  polished, 
HF.  1387 ;  lustrous,  C  38.    See  Borne. 

Burnet,  a^  made  of  coarse  brown  cloth, 

B.22d 

Busk,  a.  bush,  B.  54  ;  j!>2.  A  1579. 
But,  cof^.  except,  ujoless,  2.  82 ;  3.  117. 
But,  oa  a.  an  exception,  a  'but,'  1 494. 
But  and,  but  if,  L.  179a 
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But-if;  eon/.  tuilMB,  H.  350^ 

Buxom,  adj.  yielding,  6.  125;  obedient, 

B  1387. 
Buxoxniy,  adv.  obediently,  E  i86i. 
Buxumneflae,  «.  BabnuaBion,  13.  15. 
By,  prep,  by,  A  25,  &o. ;  aa  regarda,  with 

reapeot   to,  concerning,  6.   ia6;    with 

reference  to,  5.  4;  for,  on  account  ci^ 

R.  844 ;  by  procea^  in  prooesa,  B  2665 ; 

by  mA,  beaide  me  (toUh  aecewt  on  by),  T. 

ii  991 ;  by  thB  morwe^  in  the  morning, 

L.49. 
By,  adv.  beaide ;  fuU  by,  oloae  at  hand, 

R.ia74. 
By  and  by,  adv.  one  after  another,  in 

dne  order,  in  due  place,  L.  304,  A  loii. 
Byde,  «.  wait,  T.  i  1067 ;  A  1576;  Bood, 

pt.  9.  waited,  T.  v.  29 ;  Biden,  pp.  atayed, 

E1888. 
Bye,  V.  boy,  pay  for  (itX  D  167 ;  goby^Ut 

na  go  to  bny,  G  1294 ;  Bye,  pr.  pL  9ubj. 

18.  26 ;   Boghte,  pL  9.  bought,  A  9088 ; 

redeemed,  E  1153 ;  &.  (tgayn,  redeemed, 

C776. 
Byhight,^.  promiaed,  T.  v.  iio4« 
Bying,  *.  buying,  A  569. 
By-Japed,  pp.  tricked,  made  a  jeat  of^  T. 

V.  H19. 
ByBt  him,  binda  himaelf,  4.  47 ;  Bynt 

her,  4.  48. 
By-path,  «.  by-way,  T.  iii  1705. 
Byrde,  $.  maiden,  lady,  B.  1014. 
By-aeke,  v.  beaeech,  T.  iv.  131. 
Byte,  V.  bite,  T.  iii  7371   ovLt  deeply,  F 

158 ;    bum,  A  631 ;   B66t,  i>e.  &  bit,  B 

3791 ;  BXten,  pp.  bitten,  L.  231& 
Bytinge,  a.  wound,  B  3.  m  7.  7. 
By-word,  a.  proverb,  T.  iv.  769. 
By-wreye,  v.  reveal,  T.  iii  367. 


Oaaa,  a.  drcomatanoe,  I  105;   sette  caas 

«  auppoee,  A.  ii  42.  24  ;  Gaaa,  pL  caaea 

of  law,  A  323. 
Caoche,  v.  catch,  G  u ;  lay  hold  of,  3. 

969 ;  come  by,  HP.  404  j  Caughte,  pt.  a 

took,  conceived,  E  619;   took,  A  498; 

puUed,  Ll  1854 ;  Caught,  pp.  obtained, 

E  mo;  taken,  E  74a 
Oaitif,  adj.  captive,  miaerable,  wretched, 

A  1552. 
Caitif,  a.  wretch,  R  340;  i>2.  captivea, 

^^^^ 

Oake,  9.  a  round  and  rather  flat  loaf  of 

bread  (m  the  ahape  of  a  laige  bun), 

A  668,  4094,  C  ^2. 

Oaloening,  a.  calcination,  G  771. 


Caloiiiaoioim,  a  calcination,  G  804. 
Caloule,  V.  calculate ;  Calculed,  frf.  a  F. 

1284. 
Oalouler,  a  the  calculator  or  pointer,  A 

i  23.  2.    See  Almury. 
Galculinge,  a  calculation,  T.  i  71. 
Calendea,  pi.  kalenda,  introduction  to 

a  new  time,  T.  ii  7. 
Oalle,  a   caul,  a  net  uaed  to    oanflne 

women*a  hair,  A.  i  x^  4;  headdreas, 

D  1018;  to  'make  ahood  above  a  oaol' 

=»  to  befool,  T.  iii  775. 
Oamaille,  a  a  camel,  E  11961. 
Oamuae,  ctdj.  low  and  oonoave,  A  3934, 

3974. 

Can,  I  pr.  a.  know,  Ll  1987 ;  know  how, 
am  aUe,  £  304,  F  4 ;  can,  B  42 ;  under- 
atand,  F  1266 ;  am  able  to  aay,  5.  14 ; 
pr,  a  knowa,  3. 673 ;  haa,  B  3245 ;  ImowB 
(ofX  A  1780;  haa  akill,  T.  iL  1197;  am 
on,  haa  knowledge  of,  F  786 ;  eon  hir 
good,  knowa  her  own  advantage,  D  231 ; 
eon  thank,  owea  (them)  thanka,  A  1818 ; 
2pr.  pi.  know,  B  1169. 

Oanel-boon,  a  collar-bone  (lit.  channel- 
bone,  with  reference  to  the  depraanon 
in  the  neck  behind  the  coIlar>baneX 
3.  943. 

Oanelle,  a  cinnamon,  B..  1370^ 

Gankedort,  a.  atate  of  auapenae,  critical 
poaition,  T.  ii  1752. 

Canon,  a  the  *  Canon,*  the  title  of  a  book 
by  Avioenna,  C  890 ;  rule,  eacplanaticui, 
A.  pr.  105. 

Oanatow,  2  p.  a.  pr.  knoweat  thou,  A.  pr. 
20 ;  canat  thou,  T.  iv.  46a 

Oantel,  a  portion,  A  3008. 

Gape,  gar.  gape  after,  T.  v.  1133.  See 
(}ape. 

Oapel,  a  horse,  nag,  H  64 ;  cart-hone, 
D2i5a 

Oappe,  a  cap,  A  586;  atf  tta  worigktea 
eappe,  i  e.  xoade  a  fool  of  him,  A  3143. 

Carbouole,  a  carbuncle-atone,  B.  112a 

Cardiacle,  a  pain  about  the  heart,  C  313. 

Oare,  a.  anxiety,  aorrow,  grief,  trouble,  7. 
63;  T.  i  505,  587;  iU-luok,  5-  3fyi  P^ 
miaeriea,  T.  i  264. 

Care,  v.  feel  anxiety,  E  1212 ;  Care  thee, 
ia^.  a.  be  anxioua,  A  3298. 

Careftil,  adj.  ftdl  of  trouble,  6.  44,  233 ; 
aorrowftO,  A  1565. 

Oareyne,  a  corpae,  carcaae^  5. 177. 

Garf ,  cut ;  aee  Kerva. 

Gariage,  a  a  carrying  away ;  upon  c,  in 
the  way  of  carrying  anything  awi^, 
ie.  that  I  can  carry  awi^,  D  1570: 
Cariagea,  apl.  toUa  doe  fiem  the  tenaak 
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to  hifl  feudal  lord  impoied  by  anihoxity, 

Oarl,«.2ttan,A5469;  mstic,  oonnizyman, 
A545. 

Carole,  «.  a  dance  aooompanied  -with, 
singiiig,  IL  744,  781,  793. 

Carole,  v,  dance  rcnmd  singing,  3.  849; 
pp.  danced,  B.  8i(x 

Carpe,  V,  talk,  duoonxse,  A  474. 

Carrik,  «.  barge,  J>  1688. 

Cart,  9.  chariot,  HF.  943. 

C&rtere,  a  charioteer,  B  5.  p  4.  loa 

Cari-hora,  pi.  ohariot-horflea,  HF.  944. 

Caa,  «.  accident,  chance,  HF.  254,  1053; 
affidr,  L.  409;  occasion,  B  36;  adven- 
ture, L.  1630;  mischance,  I4  1956;  in 
cos  that^  in  case,  A.  ii  3.  2 ;  upon  cos,  by 
chance,  A  3661 ;  in  ea$  if  thaty  in  case 
that,  T.  11  758 ;  in  no  man^  coi,  in  no 
way,  D  1831  \  mt  a  cat^  suppose  that,  T. 
11.  729;  to  deyen  in  tkt  caty  though 
death  were  the  result,  £  859. 

Cast,  s.  occasion,  turn,  B  3477;  contri- 
vance, plan,  HF.  X178. 

Caste,  V.  4)ast  (acconntsX  B  1406 ;  Casten, 
r.  throw,  T.  ii  513;  c.  toith  a  tperSy 
throw  with  a  spear,  HF.  1048 ;  fling, 
A  3330;  contrive,  HF.  1170;  Caste,  x 
pr.  a.  conjecture,  A  2172  ;  Casteth,  pr»  & 
casts  about,  I  692 ;  considers,  G  1414 ; 
applies,  B  2781 ;  r^  devotes  himself, 
O  738 ;  Cast,  pr.  g.  casts,  B.  1574  ;  Caste, 
ipi,s,  threw,  5. 172 ;  Casten,i>p.  thrown, 
B  1796;  Cast,  pp.  overthrown,  T.  ii 
1389 ;  contrived,  B  3891 ;  c  bifimn^  pre- 
meditated, 1 543. 

Caatelled,  adj.  castellated,  1 445. 

Caatel-yate,  castle-gate,  HF.  1294. 

Catapuoe,  a  caper-spurge  {Euphoiiria 
Lalhyris\  B  4x55. 

Catel,  a  property,  wealth,  possessions, 
goods,  A  373,  540. 

Cauae,  a  cause,  x.  26 ;  A  419 ;  reason,  T. 
V.  527;  plea,  2.  46;  Cause  causinge, 
first  cause,  T.  iv.  829  ,*  by  the  c.  that^ 
because,  A  2488 ;  by  that  c,  because, 
T.  iv.  99 ;  Cause  why,  the  reason  why, 
T.  iii  795 ;   the  reason  for  it  (was),  A 

4144. 
Canaeles,  adv.  without  cause,  F  825. 
Cave,  a  cave,  HF.  70 ;  used  to  translate 

the  astrological  term  'puteus,'  4.  1x5). 
Cavillaoioun,  a  cavilling,  D  2136. 
Celebrable,  adj.  celebrated,  B  4.  m  7.  3a 
Celerer,  a  keeper  of  a  cellar,  B  3126. 
Celle,  a  cell,  A  172,  1376. 
Centaore,  a  centaury,  Ceniaurea  nigra, 

B4"53. 


Centre,  a  a  point  on  a  reie  representing 
a  star,  A  i  21. 12. 

Oeptre,  a  sceptre,  B  3334,  3563. 

Gerole,  a  HF.  791 ;  sphere,  16.  9. 

Cerolen,  ger.  to  encircle,  T.  iii  1767 ;  pr.9, 
B.  1619. 

Cered,  pp.  at  adj.  waxed,  G  808. 

Cerial,  adj.  belonging  to  a  species  of 
oak,  the  Quereua  cerria,  A  229a 

Oerioualy,  odvi.  minutely,  with  full 
details,  B  185.  Ducange  has  *  Serum, 
ftise,  minutatiixi,  artioulatim.'  From 
Lat.  aeries,  order. 

Certein,  o^jL  sure ;  Certeins,  pL  certain, 
B  5.  p  5.  X15 ;  e.  gold,  a  stated  sum  of 
money,  B  242 ;  c  treaor,  a  quantity  of 
treasure,  B  442;  e.  yerea,  a  certain 
number  of  years,  B  3367 ;  Certeyn,  a 
certain  sum,  a  fixed  quantity,  G.  776. 

Oertein,adi7.  certainly,  indeed,  assuredly, 

A  375. 

Certes,  adv.  certainly,  B.  374,  439. 

Cerooe,  a  white  lead,  A  650^ 

Oeae,  v.  cause  to  cease,  T.  i  445 ;  put  an 
end  to,  4.  XX.    See  Posse. 

Cease,  v.  cease,  B  1066;  c.  ccniae,  when 
the  cause  ceases,  T.  ii.  483 ;  c  wind,  when 
the  wind  ceases,  T.  ii  1388. 

Cetewale,  a.  setwall,  ie.  sedocury,  A  3207, 
B  1951.  O.  F.  citoal.  A  medicinal  sub- 
stance obtained  in  the  Bast  Indies, 
having  a  fragrant  smell,  and  a  warm, 
bitter,  aromatic  taste,  used  in  medicine 
as  a  stimulant.  (The  name  aetwall  was 
also  given  to  valerian.) 

Ceynt,  a.  cincture,  girdle,  A  3235. 

ChafShre,  a.  barg^Muing,  I  85X ;  traffic, 
G  142 1 ;  trade,  A  4389 ;  merchandise, 
ware,  B  X475,  D  521;  matter,  sul^ect, 
E  24.38. 

OhafiEare,  ger,  to  trade,  barter,  deal, 
traffic,  B  139. 

Cliaires,  a.  pU  thrones,  B  4.  m  2.  6. 

Chalinge,  v.;  pr.a,  1  p  claim,  F  X324 ; 
Chalaunged,  pt  a  arrogated,  B  2.  p  6. 36. 

Ohalangiiig,  a,  false  claim,  accusation, 
C264. 

Chalaundre,  a.  a  species  of  lark  (Alauda 
cdlandra),  B.  914 ;  pL  B.  663. 

Ohalioe,  a.  cup,  1 879. 

Chalk-stoon,  a.  a  piece  of  chalk,  G  1207. 

Ohalona,  pi.  blankets  or  coverlets  for 
a  bed,  A  414a    Cf.  E.  ahaOoon. 

Ohamberere,  a  maidservant,  lady's  maid, 
D3oa 

Chambre-roof,  roof  of  my  room,  3.  299. 

Cbaznpartye,  a  equality,  participation 
in  power,  A  X949.    F.  champ  parti. 
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Olutnoxi,  A  canon,  O  573. 
Ohapeleine,  a.  chaplain,  A  164. 
Chapalet,  $.  fillet,  circlet  for  the  head, 

chaplet,  E.  563,  845,  908. 
Obapitre,  a.  chapter,  D  1945. 
Chapman,  $.  trader,  merchant,  A  397 ; 

Chapmen,  pL  B  135. 
Ohapznanheda,  9.  bargaining,  B  1428; 

trade,  B  143. 
Ohar,  s.  chariot,  7.  24,  39,  4a 
Gbarboole,  8,  oarbnnole  (apreoioiu  stomeX 

Bao6i. 
GbargBr  a  load,  burden,  B.  1353  ;  respon- 
sibility, 5.  507;  consideration,  A  1384; 

importance,  3.  894  j  care,  A  733 ;  par- 
ticular note,  D  331 ;    a  heavy  thing, 

'HF.  746 ;  weight,  L.  6x> ;  oonseqaenoe, 

X^  2383;    cf  that  no  cA.,  for  that  no 

matter,  it  is  of  no  importance,  Gt  749. 
Obarge,  «.  load,  I4  3151 ;  command,  L. 

493 1  PP'  burdened,  I  9a ;   bidden,   L 

94a 
Ghargeant,  ad^  burdensome,  B  2433. 
Ohar^hors,  pi.  chariot-horses,  T.  v.  1018. 
Oharit^ble,  adS.  loving,  L.  444 ;  kind,  A 

U3. 
Gharitae,  a  charity,  love,  T.  i.  49;  for 

seinte  oh.,  L  e.  sttfter  ( i)  for  holy  charity ; 

or  (a)  for  the  sake  of  St.  Charity,  A 

1731,  B  4510,  D  3119. 
CSuunnereMes,  fenu  pk  workers  with 

charms,  HF.  1261. 
Gbaste,    ▼.    to  chasten;    pp.  taught,  F 

491.    O.  F.  chatHer.    See  Ghastsrse. 
Chasiteyii,    s.    chestnut,    A   9^2.     See 

Ohastaynas. 
Ghiatisinge,  s.  chastening,  i.  139. 
Chastyse,  v.  to  rebuke,  restrain,  B  3695 ; 

chasten,  i.  39^    See  Ohaste. 
Ghatinoe,  t.  chance,  A  1753 ;    incident, 

».  1385;  destiny,  3.  1113;  luck,  O  593; 

*  chance,'  a  technical  term  in  the  game 

ot  haaard,  C  653. 
Ghaunging,' a  change,  21.  17. 
Ghaonteth,  pr.  a  sings,  A  3367,  E  185a 
Ghaunte-plaore,  title  of  a  song  upon 

grief  following  joy,  7.  33a 
Ghaunterie,  a  an  endowment  for  the 

payment    of  a  priest   to    sing    mass, 

agreeably  to  the  appointment  of  the 

founder,  A  51a 
Ghayer,  a  chair,  B  3803;  throne,  B  x. 

m  5.  3. 
Gheaf,  adj.  chief,  3.  910,  911. 
Gheef,  a  chief,  head,  L.  3109. 
Ghoek,  a  che^  i  e.  cheekbone,  B  3338. 
Gheep,  a  market,  price ;  to  gr^et  cheep, 

too  cheap,  D  533;   as   good   chep,  as 


cheaply,  T. ilL 641 ;  atimeofo 
HF.  1974. 

Ghees ;  see  Gheae. 

Oheeste,  a  wrangling,  I  556.    A.  8.  eiatL 

Ghek,  a,a$inL  check  (at  chessX  3.  659. 

Ghekkare,  a  chess-board,  3.  66o>. 

Ghekmat,  checkmate,  T.  ii  754. 

Ghelaandra,  B.  81 ;  see  Ghalaondre. 

Ohep,  -a }  sze  Ghaep. 

Ghepe,  ger.  to  bargain  (with  her),  D  36K. 

Ghera,  a  face,  countenance,  T.  i  1 4 ;  look, 
mien,  B.  1014 ;  entertainment,  A  747 ; 
favour,  7.  108 ;  appearanoa,  19.  4  ;  be- 
haviour, A  139;  look,  glance,  sign,  T. 
i  313;  good  cheer,  mirth,  A  4363; 
kindly  greeting,  4.  146 ;  show,  B  3377  ; 
kindly  expression,  £  1113 ;  doth  him 
chertj  makes  him  good  cheer,  I^  a453 ; 
be  of  good  ch,,  be  of  good  cheer,  T  I 
879;  aory  ch.,  mournful  look,  D  58K; 
Chores,  pL  £ues,  B.  813 ;    looks,  T.  ii. 

Gharl,  a  churl,  boor,  fellow,  5.  596;  L. 

136;  slave,  I  463;  man  (in  the  moonK 

T.  i  1034 ;  pL  violent  men,  fleroe  men, 

a88a 
Ghartea,  a  affection,  B  1536. 
Cherabinnes,  gen.  ehemVs,  A  604. 
Gharysa,  pk  cherries,  B.  1376. 
Ghas,  a  chess,  3.  619,  653,  6(^4. 
Gliaaa,  «.  choose,  5.  399,  400 ;  Cheest,  pr. 

8,  chooseth,  5.  633 ;  Chees,  i  ^  a  chose, 

3. 791 ;  Chees,  pt.  a  chose,  B  3706 ;  Cheet, 

imp.  a  choose,  h.  1449;  Chesetlt,  tMp. 

pL  D  1333 ;  Cliose,  pp.  chosen,  3.  loc^. 
Ghesinga,  a  choosing,  ohoioe,  B  3305,  £ 

163. 
Gheste,  a  chest,  casket,  T.  v.  1368 ;  box, 

trunk,  I4  510 ;  coffin,  D  503. 
Ghasteynes,  pL  chestnuts,  B.  1375. 
Ghevaaohae ;  see  CbiTaoftiae. 
Ohave,  v. ;   in  phr.  yvel  mote  he  oheve 

—  ill  may  he  end,  or  111  may  he  thrive, 

Ot  122$. 

Ghavasalla,   a  (ornamented)  odUar  or 

neckband  of  a  gown,  B.  1083. 
GheTisaunoa,   a   borrowing,   Ij.    9434; 

agreement  to  borrow,  B  1519 ;  dealing 

for  profit,  A  383. 
Ghaviaa,  v.  r^  aooomplish  (her)  desire, 

4.  389.    O.  F.  chevir, 
Ghldaxaaaa,  a  a  scold,  B.  isix 
Ghiaftayn,  a  captain,  A  3555. 
Ghiartaa,  a   fondness,  D  396;   love,  F 

881. 
OMka,  a  chicken,  B.  541. 
Gbiknas,  pL  chickens,  A  38a 
Ghild,  a  young  man,  A  3335;   Childes 
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plfly,  ohlld'i  play,  E  1530 ;  Ghilde,  "with, 

with  child,  L.  1333. 
Childhede,  a  childhood,  B.  399. 
Childly,  adj.  childlike,  3. 1095. 
Chiliiidre,  $.  cylinder,  portable  sim-diAl, 

B  1396^ 
Ohimbe, «.  lim  of  the  barrel,  A  3895. 
Chimbe,  v.  chime  (as  a  bell),  A  3896. 
Chimenee,  «.  fireplace,  A  3776. 
Chinohe,  «.  niggard,  miser,  B  9793,  9809. 
Chinohexye,  «.   niggardliness,   miserli- 
ness, B  279a 
Chirohe, «.  chturoh,  A  706,  a76a 
Chirohe-hawe,  $.  churchjwrd,  I   964.; 

j>Z.I8oi. 
Cliirohe-TWTes,     pL     church  •  officers, 

churchwardens,  D  1306. 
Chirketh,  pr.  t.  chirps,  D  1804  ;  pret.  pL 

nisUing,  B  i.  m  6.  10. 
Chirking,  t.  creaking,   grating  noises, 

A  aoo4, 1 60s ;  Chirkinges,  pL  shriekings, 

cries,  HF.  1043. 
Chisels, «.  scissors,  I  418. 
Chit,  chides ;  pr.  t.  o/Chyde. 
Chlteran,  v.  ohAtter,  prattle,  G  1397. 
Chiteringo,  «.  chattering,  chirping,  T. 

ii.68. 
ChiT^ohee,  a,  feat  of  horaemanship,  H 

go ;  Chevauchee,  swift  oonrse  (lit.  rideX 

4. 144.  O.F.  ckevaucJiMj  an  expedition  on 

horseback. 
Chivaoh^,  s.  a  military  expedition,  A 

«5. 

Chi'ralxya,  $,  knighthood,  the  accom- 
plishments of  a  knight,  A  45 ;  knightly 
eondnct,  valour,  &  1207 »  ^  ^^  i  troops 
of  horse,  cavalry,  company  of  knights, 
A  878. 

Chogh,  s.  chough,  5.  345. 

Choppen,  v.  strike  downwards,  .knock, 
HF.  1824. 

Choae,  pp.  of  Chese. 

Chnk,  «.   clack,    'chucking*    noise,   B 

4364. 
Chukketh,  pr.  s.  clacks,  B  4373. 
Chyde,  V.  chide,  T.  iii  1433;  complain, 

P  650 ;  reproach,  T.  v.  1093 ;  Chit,  pr,  $. 

chides,  scolds,  G-  931 ;  Chidde,  t  pt  8, 

chid,  I)  333. 
Chydeater,  $.  (female)  scold,  E  1535. 
Chydinges,  pL  scoldings,  HF.  103& 
Chynizig,    adj.  gaping,  yawning,  B  x. 

p  6.  41.    A.  8.  efnon,  to  gape  open. 
CielAtoon, «.  a  costly  kind  of  thin  doth, 

B  1934. 
Cinamome,  «.  cinnamon,  as  a  term  of 

endearment,  sweet  one,  A  3699. 
Cink,  fiwm.  cinqoe,  five,  C  6$^. 


Cipres,  a  qypress,  5.  179;  {oolUcHvely\ 
cypresses,  B.  1381. 

OiroumsoryTe,  v.  enclose,  comprehend, 
T.  V.  1865. 

Citole,  A  kind  ot  harp,  a  stringed  instru- 
ment, A  1959. 

Citzinaoioiin, «.  citronising,  the  taming 
to  the  colour  of  citron,  a  process  in 
alchemy,  G  8161 

Citryn,  adj^  citron-coloured,  A  3167. 

Clamb,  pt.  t.  q/Glimben.    ■ 

Clamour,  s.  A  995 ;  outciy,  D  889. 

Claperes,  pL  barrows  (for  rabbits),  R 
1405. 

Olappe,  8.  thunderclap,  HF.  104a 

Olappe,  8,  prating,  foolish  talk,  A  3144- 

Clappe,  V.  clap;  henee^  chatter,  prattle, 

0  965  ;  pr.  8,  knocks,  I>  1581,  1584  ;  pr. 
pL  talk  unceasingly,  I  406  ,*  Clappeth, 
imp,  pi.  B  i3oo;  dapte,  pt.  8.  shut 
quickly,  A  374a 

Clapping,  8.  shatter,  idle  talk,  E  999. 
Clarioning,  «.  the  music  of  the  clarion, 

HF.  1343. 
Claricran,  «.  clarion,  trumpet,  HF.  1340, 

i573i  ^579- 
Clarree,  «.  clarified  wine,  wine  mixed 

with  honey  and  spices,  and  afterwards 

strained  till  clear,  A  1471,  E  1807. 
Clasped,  pp.  fastened,  A  373. 
ClatereUi,  pr.  a.  says  noisily,  B  3359; 

pt  pi  rattled,  A  3433. 
Clateringo,  8,  clanking,  A  3493 ;  clashing, 

D1865. 
Claiise,  a  sentence;    al80y    agreement, 

stipulation,  T.  ii  738 ;  In  a  ctouse,  in  a 

short  sentence,  briefiy,  33.  38. 
Clawe,  V.  rub,  D  940 ;  ger.  to  scratch,  *{. 

iv.  738 ;  pt,  8,  stroked,  A  4336 ;    Clew, 

1  pt  8.  rubbed,  HF.  1703. 
Cleerly,  adv.  entirely,  B  1566. 
Cleemesse, «.  glory,  G  403. 
Clefte,  pt.  8.  of  Cleve  (i). 

Oldne,  QjdS.  clean,  A  504;  unmixed,  B 
1183. 

CUne,  adv.  clean,  entirely,  wholly,  B.  138a 

Clennesse,  s.  purity,  A  5061 

dense,  v.  cleanse,  A  631. 

Clepen,  v.  call,  name,  A  643,  3730 ;  call 
out,  A  3577 ;  pr.  a  D  I03  ;  F  383 ;  men 
cZ.,  people  call,  E  115;  Clepe  .  . .  ayein 
{fiT  agalnX  o.  recall,  T.  ii  531;  pt.  a 
called,  F  374;  Clepte,  pL  a  called, 
B.  1331 ;  summoned,  B  3433 ;  Glept,  pp. 
named,  G  863. 

Clere,  adj.  clear,  B.  681 ;  bright,  3.  340 ; 
well-sounding,  3.  347 ;  noble,  pure,  HF. 
1575. 
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Clare,  adn,  olettly,  A 170;  L.  139. 
Clere,  «.  grcyw  dear,  T,  it  a,  806;  ger.  to 

grow  briiB^t,  T.  v.  519 ;  to  sbine  oleadji 

^773- 
Olarer,  04^  OMnp.  brifl^ter,  3.  82a. 
Olergaon,  «.  a  choruter-lx^,  B  1693. 
Clarsial,  04i.  elerkly,  learned,  O  752. 
Claigje,  A  learning,  D  1277. 
Clerk,  a  clerk,  acholar,  aiodent,  A  aSs ; 

writer,  D689U 
Clemeaae,  a  brightness,  Ll  84. 
Clere  (iX  v.  cleave,  cut,  split,  B.  859 ;  L. 

758 ;  Clefte,  pL  a  split,  3.  73 ;  Cloven, 

pp.  A  2934;  Clove,  pp.  cleft,  dimpled, 

B.55CX 
Cleve  (2),  v.  adhere ;  j»r.  pL  B  3.  p  11. 112. 
Clew,  a  claw,  L  214a 
Clew,  pt  $.0/  dawe. 
Cley,  a  clay,  G  807. 
Clifte,  a  cleft,  Ll  740 ;  chink,  B  4.  p  4. 

296. 
Cliket,  a  latch-key,  £  2046,  21 17,  2121, 

2123. 
Climben,  v.  climb,  F  106 ;  Clamb,  pt,  a 

B  1987 ;   domb,  i  pL  a  climbed,  HF. 

1 1 18 ;  Clomben,  pL  pL  climbed,  A  3656 ; 

Clamben,  pL  i>2.   cUmbed,    HF.  2151 ; 

Cloomben,  B  2590 ;  Clomben,  pp,  T.  i 

215;   ascended,  B  4388;    Clombe,   pp. 

risen,  B  12  ;  ioere  eUmbe,  hadst  climbed, 

B359«- 
Clinking,  a  tinkling,  B  3984. 
Clippe  (i),  I  pr.  a  embrace,  T.  iii  1344. 
Clippe  (a),  V.  cut  hair,  A  3326. 
Clipping,  «,  embracing,  B.  342. 
Clobbed,  adj.  dubbed,  B  3088. 
Cloisterer,  a  resident  in  a  cloister,  A 
VS9»  3661. 
Cloisterleea,  adj,  ontside  of  a  cloister,  A 

179. 
Cloke,  a  cloak,  T.  iii  738. 
Clokke,  a  dock,  B  4044 ;  a/ the  d.^  by 

the  dock,  B  14. 
Clom,  ifUerf.  be  silent,  mum !  A  3638. 
Clombe,  -n  ;  see  Climben. 
CI668,  od'/.dose,  secret,  T.  ii  1534;  dosed, 

B  4532  ;  Clos,  closed,  R.  1675. 
Cl66th,  a  piece  of  clothing,    D    1633; 

infants'  clothing,  T.  iii.  733. 
Clos,  a  enclosure,  B  4550L 
Closet,  a  small  room,  T.  ii.  599,  1215. 
Closing,  a  endosure,  boundiuy,  B.  527. 
Closure,  a  enclosure,  I  87a 
Clote-leef,  a  a  leaf  of  the  burdock  or 

cloto-bur,  G  577.     A&  elate,  a  bur- 
dock. 
Cl6th,  a  doth,  garment,  D  238 ;  clothes, 

I)  1881. 


doOiaa,  m.  dothe,  T.  ▼.  1428;  Cfadde, 
pt  *,  dad,  T. iv.  1690;  r^ rJotlied  him- 
self; 7.  145 ;  dedde,  pi.  a.  T.  iiL  1521 ; 
Clad,  pp,  R  409  ;  covered,  A  aiH  ;  iur> 
nisbed,  3.352. 

Clothezed,  pp.  dotted,  megnhrted,  A 
2745.    (Other  MSac<0<ev««,eia<r«dL; 

Clothleee,  adj.  naked,  I  343. 

Cloud,  a  sky,  T.  iii  433. 

Cloiunben. ;  see  Clii&beii. 

OUmi,  a  bit  of  doth,  C  jjfS;  pateh,  R. 
45S ;  pi  fragmenta,  S  1953 ;  ra^,  C  348. 

Cloated,  pp.  patched  xtp,  R.  223. 

Clofven,  pp.  <i/C3B^  (iX 

Clowes,  pi  daws,  HF.  1785. 

Olow-gelofre,  pp.  dove,  the  sp^e  »i 
called,  &  1568;  dowe-gilafira,  B  1952. 
Fr.  doM  degirtn/le. 

Clnstred,  pp.  covered  with  ckiada,  B  l 
m  3.  6.    (Lat.  gUnmermditr.) 

dymai,  a  a  bdt  or  aone  o£  the  earth 
induded  between  two  given  lines  of 
latitude,  A  ii  39.  28;  pi  aonee  of  lati- 
tude, A  i  3.-  4 ;  dymates,  sets  of  afani- 
canterascalenlated  lor  varioos  twiifilil 
latitudes,  A.  i  14.  4. 

Clyren,  pr.  pi.  cleave,  keep,  B  3.  p  11. 115. 

Clyvea,  pi  difEs,  L.  1470k 

Coagolai,  pp.  dotted,  G  811. 

Cod,abag;  usedof  the  reoeptedeof  th« 
stomach,  C534. 

Coenq^onn,  a  an  impoaitioii  so  caDed, 
lit.  joint  purchase,  the  buying  up  of  the 
whole  of  any  commodity  in  the  market, 
B  I.  p  4.  9a 

Cofire,  a  coffer,  chest,  lu  380 ;  money-boac, 
F  1571 ;  coffin,  5.  177. 

Cogge,  a  cock-boat,  L.  1481. 

Coghe,  ger.  to  cough,  T.  ii  254. 

Coillons,  pi  testides,  C  952. 

Cok,a  cock,  5. 350 ;  fkridde  c,  third  cock, 
A  4^33. 

Cok  1  00k !  the  noise  made  fay  m  oock,  B 
4467. 

Cokenay,  a  cockney,  effeminate  ervatniv. 
A4ao8. 

Cokewold,  a  cuokdd,  A  315a. 

Cokkel,  a  cockle,  ia  the  oom-cocklf. 
Affrotiemma  gitkago^  B  1183. 

Cokkes,  comition  ct^Goddes,  H  9,  1 29 

Cokkow,  a  cuckoo,  HF.  243. 

C61,  a  ooal,  T.  ii  1332 ;  Cde,  A  2692. 

Col-blak,  adj.  coal-black,  A  2142. 

Cold,  adj.  odd,  A  420 ;  chilliny  (often  a 
phr.  caree  colde\  T.  iii  1260 ;  diaastrooi 
B  4446b 

Colde,  e.  grow  odd,  B  879,  F  loe^. 

Coler,  a  collar,  T.  v.  8ti ;    Oolen,  fi 
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collars,  A  2153  (or  read  eoUrd,  provided 

-with  collars). 
OoUra  (Lat.X  oholer,  B  4118. 
Colore,  s,  oholer,  B  4156. 
Golerik,  adj.  choloxic,  A  587,  B  4145. 
Col-foz,  t.  coal-fox,  fox  with  black  marks, 

B  4405. 
CoUaoioim,  «.  conference,  E  325. 
Collateral,  tidj.  adyentitions,  subordinate, 

T.  i  a63. 
Collect,  pp.  collected  in  groape,  F  1375. 
ColOQT,    «.  oolonr,   7.   173;    complexion, 

hae,  K  213 ;  oatward  appearance,  2.  66 ; 

pretence,  la  21 ;  excuse,  D  399 ;  pi,  fine 

phrases,  HF.  859;   hnes,  pretences  (a 

pun),  F  51 1. 
Colpons,  pL   shreds,    bandies,  A  679; 

billets,  A  2S67. 
Coltish,  adj.  like  a  colt,  E  1847. 
Colmnbyn,  adj.  dove-like,  E  2141. 
Oolver, «.  dove,  L.  3319.    A.  S.  cu^/Vis. 
Combred,  pp.  encumbered,  B  3.  m  la  9. 
Combre-world,  «.  one  who  encumbers 

the  world,  who  lives  too  long,  T.  iv.  379. 
Combust,  pp.  bTimt,   G-  811 ;  quenched 

(as  being  too  near  the  sun),  T.  iii  717. 
Come,  V.  come ;  come  thereby^  come  by  it, 

acquire  it,  G  1395 ;  Come,  ffer.  to  come, 

future,  3.  708 ;  Comestow,  coznest  thou, 

L.   1887;    Cometh,  pr.  9.  aa  Jut.  shall 

come,  4.   II ;   Comth,  pr.  8.  comes,   B 

407 ;  Com,  pt.  8.  came,  F  81 ;  COm,  pt.  8. 

3.  134;  Comen,  pt  pL  L.  1241 ;  COmen, 

pp.  come,  4.  81 ;  ben  comen,  are  come,  B 

1130 ;  Com  of,  i  e.  seize  the  opportunity, 

be  quick,  T.  iL  1738;  D  160a;  Cometh, 

imp.  pL  A  839. 
Cdme,  t.  coming,  G-  343.    A.  S.  cifme, 
Comedie,  8.  comedy,  pleasant  tale,  one 

that  ends  happily,  T.  v.  1788. 
OomeTeden,  2  pr.  pi.  ae  2  pr.  «.,  didst 

instigate,  T.  iii  17.    See  Coznineveth. 
Comlily,  adv.  in  a  comely  way,  3. 848. 
Commeveth,  pr.  8.  moves,  induces,  T.  v. 

1783 ;  Commeve,  pr.  8.  gubj.  move,  T.  v. 

1386.    See  Commoeve,  Comeveden. 
Commoeve,  ger.  to  move,  influence,  B  4. 

P  4.  ^75- 
Commoevinge,  s.  moving,    disturbing, 

B  I.  m  4.  6u 
Commane,  adj.  general,  common,  B  155 ; 

in  c,  commonly,  A  1261. 
Comm.une,  «.  the  commons,  E  70;  pi. 

commoners,  A  3509. 
Compaignable,  adj.  companionable,  B 

1 194* 
Companye,   s.   company,   A  24;   com- 

panioni^ip,  4.  219^ 


Ooxnparisoned,  pp.  compared,  B  2.  p  7. 
118. 

Compas,  8,  circuit,  4. 137 ;  circlet,  wreath, 
B.  900;  circle,  A  1889;  a  very  huge 
circle,  HF.  798;  circumference,  2a  5; 
enclosure,  orb,  world,  as  in  tryne  eompae, 
the  threefold  world  (earth,  sea,  and 
heavenX  G  45 ;  pair  of  compasses,  A.  ii. 
40.  13 ;  craft,  contriving,  HF.  462 ;  pi, 
circles  {oTf  perhaps,  pairs  of  compasses), 
HF.  1302. 

Compasment,  «.  plotting,  contrivance, 
L.  1416. 

Oompasae,  v.  contrive,  B.  194 ;  planned, 
L.  1414;  Compassed,  pp.  drawn  with 
compasses,  ft^oned  circularly,  A.  i 
18.  I ;  planned,  L.  1543. 

Compassing,  s.  dimension,  R.  1350 ;  con- 
trivance, A  1996. 

Compeer,  s.  gossip,  dose  friend,  A  670; 
comrade,  A  4419. 

Compilatour,  8.  compiler,  A.  pr.  70. 

Compleynt, «.  a  '  complaint '  or  ballad,  2. 

43 ;  3. 464. 

Complezioan,  s.  complexion,  A  333; 
temperament,  1 585  ;  the  (four)  tempera- 
ments, HF.  21. 

Compline,  8.  evening  service,  A  4171. 

Compliashen,  v.  accomplish,  B  4.  p  4.  24. 

Comporte,  v.  bear,  endure,  T.  v.  1397. 

Composioioun,  8.  agreement,  A  848, 
2651. 

Compotent,  adj.  all-powerftil,  B  5.  p  6. 

53. 
Compouned,  pp.  composed,  HF.  1029; 

tempered,  L.  2585 ;  mingled,  HF.  2108 ; 

constructed,  drawn,  A.  pr.  11. 
Comprehende,  v.  take  (it)  in,  T.  iv.  891 ; 

take  in  (in  the  mind),  F  223 ;  pr.  a.  com- 
prises, I  1043. 
Comprende,  v.  comprehend,  contain,  T. 

iii.  1687. 
Comonalitee,  8.  empire,  B  4.  p  6.  402. 
Comone,  adj.  general,  common  to  all,  T. 

iiL  1415 ;  accustomed  to,  3.  812 ;  Comun 

profit,  the  good  of  the  country,  5.  47,  75. 
Comone,  s.  a  common  share  in  a  thing, 

E  1313. 
Comyn,  «.  cummin,  B  2045.    *A  dwarf 

umbelliferous     plant,     somewhat    re* 

sembling    fennel,   cultivated    for    ita 

seeds.' — Webster. 
Con,  imp.  8.  grant ;  Con  me  thank,  grant 

me  thanks,  thank  me,  A.  pr.  62. 
Conoeite,  a  conception,  thought,  L.  1764 ; 

idea,  G  1214 ;  notion,  T.  i  996. 
Conclude,  v.  draw  a  conclusion,  B  14 ; 

include,  put  together,  G  429 ;  attain  to 
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Bucoeci,  Q  773 ;  ger.  to  sammarise,  A 
1358;  Concladed,  pp.  come  to  a  oon- 
olufiion,  B  1607. 
GonolTisloan,  $.  deciaion,  judgement,  A 
1845 ;  result,  saocenfol  end  of  an  experi- 
ment, G  673 ;  pnxpoBe,  D  115 ;  moral,  L. 
^725 ;  reason,  F  493  ;  performance,  F 
1263 ;  result,  snmmaiy,  A  1743  ;  end  (of 
life),  HF.  IQ3;  fkte,  ^2.  33;  at  in  c, 
after  all,  4.  257 ;  15.  4 ;  Conclusioons, 
pi.  mathematical  propositions,  theorems, 

A  3193. 

Condys,  pi.  conduits,  R.  1414. 

Oonfedred,  pp.  rendered  confederates, 
conjoined,  a.  43,  53. 

Oonferme,  v.  confirm,  T.  il  1536. 

Oonflrme,  ger.  B  4.  p  7.  90  (bat  an  error 
for  con/bmM;  Lat.  *  oonformandaeX' 

ConJUeor,  '  I  confess,*  I  386. 

Gonflture,  s.  composition,  G  863.  Fr. 
cor^/Uure^  a  mixture,  preserve. 

Oonforten,  v,  comfort,  £  1918 ;  pr.  &  en- 
courages, A  3716 ;  pr.  pi.  strengthen,  1 653. 

Confounde,  v.  destroy,  i.  40 ;  13.  10 ;  pp. 
put  to  oonfasion,  i.  5 ;  overwhelmed,  B 
100 ;  destroyed  in  soul,  G  137. 

CkSnfUs,  pp.  at  adj.  oonAised,  T.  iv.  356; 
convicted  of  folly,  Gt  463 ;  confounded, 
A  333a 

Oongeyen,  v.  give  us  our  congfe,  tell  us 
to  depart,  T.  v.  479. 

Conjectest,  apr.s.  supposest,  T.  iv.  losd. 

Oonjeotinges,  pi  conjectures,  B  3598. 

Ctonjoininge,  g.  conjunction,  G  95. 

€k>Dj\iraoioan,  t.  conjuring,  1 603. 

Oonne,  v,  be  able,  L.  3044  ;  Imow,  T.  iii 
83;  have  experience,  T.  i  647;  know 
how,  T.  iii  377;  con,  learn,  B  1730; 
Conne,  i  pr.  9.  can,  T.  il  49  ;  apr.  b.  iubj. 
canst,  knowest  how,  T.  ii  1497 ;  pr.  «. 
«tiV«may,  A4396;  ipr.pt.  can,  are  able, 
B  483  ;  know,  HF.  335 ;  Gonne,  3  pr.  pL 
can,  A  4133 ;  can  (do),  T.  i  776 ;  owe  (me 
thanks),  T.  ii  1466 ;  Connen,  pr,  pL 
know  how  to,  E  3438;  al  ctmne  he^ 
whether  he  may  know,  G  846. 

Conning,  a  skill,  knowledge,  L.  68,  413  ; 
T.  i  83  j  experience,  B  1671 ;  learning,  B 
3939. 

Conning,  o/ij.  skilAil,  B  56901 

Conningesi,  most  skilftd,  T.  i  331. 

Conningly,  adv.  skilAilly,  E  1017. 

Conseorat,  consecrated,  B  3307. 

Conseil,  a  counoU,  B  304;  counsel,  B 
435;^  secret  counsel,  A  1141 ;  secret,  A 
3504;  advice,  B  331 1 ;  counsellor,  A 
"47. 

Conaeile,  v.  counsel ;  ptpl.  B  3554. 


Oonsentant,  a4i.  consentient,  consenting 
(to),  C  376. 

Conaentrik,  adj.  having  the  same  centre, 
A.  i.  17.  5 ;  tending  to  the  same  centre, 
A.  i  16.  9 ;  at  the  same  altitude,  A.  ii  > 
56. 

Consequent,  t.  sequel,  result,*  B  3577. 

Conservatif,  adj.  preserving ;  c  Me  stmii, 
preserving  the  sound,  HF.  847. 

Conserve,  v.  keep,  preserve,  T.  iv.  1664. 

Con8i8t6rie,  a  council,  T.  iv.  65 ;  court 
of  justice,  G  163. 

Conspiraoye,  $.  plot,  B  3889,  G  149. 

Constable.  «.  governor,  B  513. 

Constablesse,  a  constable's  wife,  B  539. 

Constaunce,  a  constancy,  I  737. 

ConsteUaoiotm,  9.  influence  of  the  stan« 
F781. 

Constreyneth,  pr.  s.  oonstraina,  E  800: 
pt  8.  It.  105  ;  pt  8.  r^/l  contracted  her- 
self, B  I.  p  I.  15 ;  pp.  constrained,  com- 
pelled, E  537,  F  764,  769- 

Constreynte,  a  distress,  T.  iv.  741. 

Construe,  v.  divine,  make  out,  T.  iii  5^ ; 
ger.  to  translate,  B  1718;  imp.  pi.  inter> 
pret,  L.  153. 

Consulem,  a  pL  consuls,  B  3.  p  6.  13. 

Consmnpte,  pp.  pL  consumed,  B  3.  m  7. 
37. 

Contagious,  adj.  contiguous,  B  3.  p  ix  5. 

Contek,  a  strife,  contest,  T.  v.  1479:  A 

>a>3. 
Contemplaunoe,   a   contemplation,   P 

189.V 
Contenanoe,  a.  appearance,  F 1485 ;  show. 

B  3378 ;  gesture,  B  3337  i  demeanour,  E 

934;  self-possession,  £  iiio;  pretence. 

1 858 ;  fond  hisCfte,  disposed  himself. 

T.  iii  979;  pL  modes  of  behaviour,  R 

looi. 
Contene,  v.  contain,  T.  iii  503  ;  p&  a  held 

together,  B  3.  p  is.  4a 
Continued,  pp.  accompanied,  eked  out 

1 1046. 
Contract,  pp.  contracted,  incurred,  I  xv^. 
Contratre,  adj.  contrary,  K.  348 ;   T.  I 

313.  

Contraire,  a  the  contrary,  HF.  1540; 
adversary,  3. 64. 

Contririe,  adj.  contrary,  B  9964  ;  in  r. 
in  contradiction,  G  1477. 

Contrarie,  a  contrary,  A  3057 ;  ocmtrarr 
thing,  HF.  808;  opponent,  A  iSco^ 
opposition,  T.  i  418. 

Contrarian,  v,  oppose,  F  7(9 ;  pi  a.  gain- 
said, D  1044. 

Contrarious,  adj,  oontraiy,  adTvne,  B 
3349;  pi.  Basil. 
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Contrarioutftee,  «.  oonimy  stute,  1 1077. 
Gontree,  conntry,  R.  768;   fJEttberland, 

home,  B  3.  p  4.  ixx 
Contree-folk,  people  of  big  oonntiy,  L. 

a  161. 
Contree-hoiise8,p{.  houses  ofhis  ooimtry, 

homes,  7. 35.    Xat  damotpoMae, 
Contree-ward,    to    his,    towards    his 

oountry,  L.  2176. 
Contabemial,  adj,  fATniliar,  at   home 

with  (Ut.  sharing  the  same  tent  withX 

l7<Sa 
Contumax^  adj.  contamaoions,  I  400. 
Convenient,  adj,  fitting,  soitable,  I  431 ; 

pL  soitable,  F  1378. 
Convers ;  in  conver$,  on  the  revexae  side, 

T.  V.  1810. 
Convenaoionn,    «.    conversation,    ie. 

manner  of  life,  B  3501. 
Ck>nverte,  v,  change,  T.  L  306 ;  swerve,  0 

413  ;  ger.  to  change  his  wajs,  T.  iv.  1413 ; 

to  change  her  mind,  T.  ii  903. 
Convertible,  odj.  equivalent,  A  4395. 
Conveyen,  v.  introduce,  £  55 ;  j>r.  «.  ae- 

oompanies,Ii.3305;j>t.i>{.oonduoted  on 

their  way,  A  3737. 
Convict,  pp.  overcome,  i.  86. 
Cony,  a    rabbit;   Conies,  pL  B.  1404; 

ConyeB,  pLs.  193- 
Cook,  8.  cook,  A  351 ;  Cokes,  pLOs^l^ 
Coomen,  pt,  pi,  came,  B  1805. 
Cop,  a  top,  A  554 ;  summit,  B  3.  m  4.  6 ; 

hUl-top,  HF.  1 166. 
Cope,  t.  oope,  A  360 ;  oape,  B.  408 ;  cloak, 

T.  iiL  734  ;  vault,  L.  1537. 
Coper,  a  oopper,  HF.  1487. 
Copie,  $.  copy,  T.  ii  1697. 
Coppe,  a  oup,  A  134,  F  943. 
Cor&ce,  06rage,  s.  heart,  spirit,  mind, 

disposition,  mood,  inclination,  B.  357, 

433,  849f  13021  i6«4  I  A  33 ;  courage,  B 

1970 ;  will,  desire,  B  3713 ;  impetuosity, 

I  ^ ;  attention,  H  164 ;  spite,  B.  151 ; 

enoonxngement,  B.  33;  cf  hit  c,ixi  his 

disposition,  F  22  ;  Gorages,  pL  disposi- 

tions,  natures,  A  11. 
Cor  bets,  1^2.  corbels,  HF.  1304. 
Cordeihfpr.  a  agrees,  T.  ii  1043. 
Cordewane,  a  Cordovan  leather,  B  1933. 
Corfew-tyme,    a    curfew-time,     about 

8  p.m.,  A  3645. 
Corlge,  V.  correct ;  pr.  a  B  4.  p  7.  39. 
Cormeraunt,  a  cormorant,  5.  363. 
Cor  meum  eruetavit,    D   1934.    See   Pa 

zlv.  I. 
Corn,  a  grain,  A  563 ;  chief  portion,  B 

3144 ;  Comes,  pL  crops  of  com,  B  3335 ; 

grains  of  com,  HF.  698. 


Oomemnse,  a  bagpipe,  HF.  1318.    Fr. 

comemu$e. 
Comioalere,  a  registrar,  seoretaxy,  G 

369.     Lat.    corftieulariut^  a   registrar, 

clerk  to  a  magistrate. 
Corny,  adj.  applied  to  ale,  strong  of  the 

com  or  malt,  C  3x5,  456^ 
Corone,a  crown,  garland,  E  381 ;  Coroune, 

crown,  garland,  3. 58 ;  C6ronn,  crown,  L. 

3i6;     the     constellation    called    *the 

Northern  Crown,'  L.  3334. 
Ooroslf,  adj.  corrosive,  G  653. 
Coroumpinge,  a  corruption,  B  3.  p  13. 

83. 
Cordoned,  pp.  crowned,  B  3555. 
Corpus^  a  bcidy,  A  3743  j  Corpus,  the  body 

(e.  g.  of  Christ),  B  3096 ;  Corpus  DomU- 

fiiM,    false    Latin   for   corpM   Domini, 

the  body  of  the  Lord,  B  1635 ;  Corpus 

Hadrian,  the  body  of  St.  Mathuiin, 

B  3083;  Corpus  bones,  an  imtenlionaUy 

nonmnsieal  ocUh,    composed  of  '  corpus 

domixii,'  the  Lord's  body,  and  '  bones,' 

O314. 
Oorreooionn,  s.  fine,  D  1617. 
Oorruinpable,  adj.  corruptible,  A  301a 
Comunpeth,  pr.  a  becomes  corrupt,  L. 

2^37  >  P^  «•  corrui»ted,  1 819. 
CorrapoiouD,  s.  destroyer,  5.  614. 
Oors,  a  body,  L.  676,  876 ;  corpse,  T.  v. 

743. 
Corse,  pr,  a  tvibj.  enrse,  E  1308. 
Corsednesse,  a  abomination,  T.  iv.  994. 
Ooraeynt,  a  a  saint  {lit,  holy  body) ;  espb 

a  shrine,  HF.  117.    O.F.  oorsseMt. 
Conunpe,  v.  become  corrupt,  B  3.  p  11. 

5&  See  Comunpe. 
Oorve,  -n ;  see  Kerve. 
Cosin,  a  cousin,  A  1131 ;  as  adj.  akin, 

suitable  to,  A  743,  H  sio;  CosLis  ger- 

majms,  cousins-german,  fix^  cousins,  B 

35581 
Cosinage,  a  kixiship,  B  1336, 1339. 
Cost  (i),  s.  expense,  A  193,  313. 
Cost  (3),  a  choice,  condition ;  Nedes  cost, 

ot     necessity    (lit    by    condition    of 

necessity),  Lu  3697.    IceL  JbM<r,  choice, 

condition,  state. 
Costage,  a  cost,  expense,  B  1335,  '^^^' 
Ooste,  a  coast,  B  1636;  region,  D  933; 

Costes,  pZ.  parts  of  the  sky,  A.  i  19.  ic. 
Costeyii^,  prss.  part,  coasting,  B.  134. 
Costlewe,  adj,  costly,  I  415.    Cf.  Icel. 

kotai^'. 
Oostrel,  a  flask,  kind  of  bottle,  L.  3666. 
Cote,  a  cot,  £  398 ;  dungeon,  A  3457. 
Cote,  s.  coat,  jacket  (for  a  num),  A  103, 

338;    skirt,    petticoat,    or    gown   (for 
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a  woman),  "R.  aa6;  pL  coats,  sorooats, 

or  coat8-of-arm8  (see  below),  HF.  1352. 
Oote*annuTe,  ooat«nnoar,  ooat  Bhewing 

the  armB,  ooat-of^urms,  T.  v.  1651. 
Couohe,  V,  lay  down,  i>lace;  cower,  £ 

1206 ;  pL  8.  laid  in  order ,  placed,  5.  216 ; 

^  "57;  PP'  set,  placed,  laid,  A  9933, 

331 1 ;  beset,  begemmed,  A  ai6i. 
Ck>ucliing,  8.  laying  down,  letting  the 

astrolabe  lie  flat  on  the  groand,  A.  ii. 

39.  29. 
Coude,  1  pt  s,  conld,  was  able,  Ll  116; 

knew  how,  3.  517;  pL  8.  knew,  3.  667, 

10I3 ;  understood,  B.  179 ;  as  aux.  could, 

Bh  175 ;  Oonde  her  good,  knew  what  was 

for  Bido's  advantage,  L.  1183 ;  Goude 

no  good,  knew  no  good,  was  nntrained, 

3.  390 ;  Goad,  pp.  known,  3.  787  j  leamt, 

1 1041.    See  Can,  Conne. 
Oounseil,  «.  ad-vice,  A  784 ;  seoreta,  A 

665 :  Connseyl,  secret,  5.  348. 
Oounte,  I  pr,  a.  aoconnt,  11.  39 ;  p&  «.  3. 

718. 
Oountenatmoe,  t.  appearance,  show,  A 

1936;  looks,  appearance,  G 1364 ;  shewing 

favonr,  3.  102a ;  demeanour,  B.  814 ;  pre- 
text, A  4431 ;  pi.  looks,  B.  1309. 
Counting-bord, «.  conntLng-hoose  table, 

B  1373. 
Oountour  (i),  a  arithmetioian,  3.  435 ; 

auditor,  A  359. 
Oountour  (3),  t.  abacus,  counting-board, 

3. 436  ;  counting-house,  B  1403. 
Countour-hous,   «.   countiiig-hoasa,    B 

1367.  

Gountrepeise,  v,  render  equiv;pdent,  HF. 

1750;  countervail,  T.  iii.  1407. 
Oountrepleted,  pp.  made  the  subject  of 

pleadings  and  counter-pleadings,  argued 

against,  L.  476. 
Conntretaille,  a  lit.  oountertally,  Le. 

correspondence  (of  sound) ;  (U  the  c,  in 

reply,  £  1190. 
Countrewaite,  pr.  $.  ttOtj.  keep  watch 

over,  1 1005 ;  watch  against,  B  3509. 
Coupable,  adj.  culpaUe,   blameworthy, 

B  3731, 1  414. 
Coupe,  8.  cup,  L.  1 133. 
Coured,  pL  a  cowered,  R  465. 
Cours,  a  course,  T.  ii  970 ;  l^e  on  earth, 

a  387 ;  orbit,  A  3454. 
Courser,  a  horse,  T.  iL  ton  ;  pL  steeds, 

A  3501. 
Court,  8.  court,  A  140;  manor-house,  D 

3163. 
Courtepy,  an  upper  short  ooat  of  a  coarse 

material,  B.  330 ;  A  390,  D  1383. 
Court-man,  a  courtier,  £  1493, 


Couthe,  t  pL  8.  could,  B.  513 ;  knew,  3. 

800;    knew   how,  A    390;    Goutfa,  pp. 

known,  T.  iv.  61 ;  Couthe,  pp.  pL  weU- 

known,  A  14. 
Couthe,  adv.  in  a  known  way,  maniilestiy. 
^HF.757. 
Coveityse,  a  covetousness,  A  3884,  C  4^ ; 

bodily  craving,  I  819 ;  lust,  I  3316. 
Covenable,    a4/.    fit,    proper,    fitting, 

suitable,  18.  25 ;  agreeable,  B  4.  p  d  334 ; 

congruous,  B  3.  p  13.  179. 
Covenably,  adv.  suitably,  fitly,  B  3433. 
OoTent,  a  convent,  conventual  body,  B 

1837,  D  18^ 
Coverohief,  a  kerchief  worn  on  the  head, 

D  590 ;  pi.  A  453- 
Coverole,  a  pot-Ud,  HF.  793. 
Covered,  pp.  covered,  A  354 ;  recovered 

from,  healed  of,  L.  763. 
Covertly,  adv.  secretly,  B.  19. 
Coverture,  s.  disguise,  B.  1588;   Cover- 
tures, pL  coverings,  1 198. 
Covefeour,  a  one  who  oovets,  4.  26a. 
Covyne,  a  deceitfolnees,  A  604.    *  Coohm; 

a  deceitftil  agreement  between  two  or 

more  to  the  prejudice  of  another ;  *  GowbI, 

Law  Diotionaiy. 
Cow,  a  chough,  B  333.    See  Chocfa. 
Coward,  adj.  cowardly,  5.  349. 
Cowardye,  a  cowardice,  A  3730. 
Cowardyae,  a  cowardice,  T.  iv.  60a,  v.  41a. 
Coy,  adj.  quiet,  A  119 ;  shy,  L.  154& 
Coye,  V.  quiet,  calm,  cajole,  T.  ii  801. 
Coynes,  pL  quinces,  B.  1374.    O.  F.  com, 

quince. 
Crabbed,  <kO'*  Bhrewish|  oron,  bitter,  E 

1303. 
Craoohinc,  a  scratching,  A  3834. 
Craft,  8.  cunning,  G  84 ;  skill,  T.  1  665; 

art,  B.  687 ;  ^ade,  occupation,  3.  791 ;  A 

693 ;  secret,  mystery,  K.  1634  ;  migrht^  B 

3358 ;  contrivance,  F  349. 
Cniftily,   adv.    artfully,   in   a   etadied 

manner,  T.  ii  1036 ;  skilftUly,  B  48. 
Crafty,   adj.    skilftd,    clever,    A    1897; 

sensible,  3.  439. 
Craketh,  pr.  a  utters  boldly,  A  4001: 

sings  in  a  grating  tone  (lUie  a  corn- 
crake), £  185a 
Crampissheth,  pr.  a  draws  oonvulaively 

together,  contracts,  7.  171.     G£  *Detfa 

crampiahing  into  their  hert  gan  erepe ;  * 

Lydgate,  Falls  of  Princes,  bk.  i.  c  a 

Cf.  O.F.  erampir,  'dtretardu; '  Qodefin^. 
erased,  pp.  cracked,  G  934. 
Creant,  adj. ;  aeith  crvoiit,  acknowledges 

himself  beaten,  I  698.    Probably  short 

for  recreant. 
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Croat,  pp,  created,  16.  2 ;  B  ^395. 
Creaonoe,  s.  credence,  belief  creed,  B 

915 ;  olgect  of  faith,  B  340. 
Greaunoe,  v,  borrow  on  credit,  B  1479 1 

pr,  a.  borrows,  B  1493 ;  pp.  B  1556. 
Creep,  pL$,cf  Crepe. 
CSrekes,  j»<.  crooked  devices,  wiles,  A  4051. 

See  Creekj  s.  (i),  §  7,  in  the  New  E. 

Diet 
Crepe,  «.  creep,  3. 144 ;  Creep,  pL  g,  crept, 

A  4226;  CreptexijpLpL'Di6gS'f  Gropen, 

pp,  crept,  T.  iiL  101 1. 
Crepul,  «.  cripple,  T;  iv.  1459. 
Crepnaoalis,  «.  pL  twilights,  durations 

of  twilight,  A.  ii.  6.  rubric 
Crevace,  ».  orevioe,  crack,  HF.  20S6. 
Crinkled,  pp,  full  of  tarns  or  cranks,  L. 

aoia. 
Crips,  o^/.  crisp,  curly,  KF.  1386 ;  Crisp, 

B.824- 
Criaten,  adj.  Christian,  B  222^  1679. 
CriBtendom,  «.  the  Christian  religion, 'B 

351 ;  Christianity,  G-  447. 
Criatonly,  adv,  in  a  Christian  manner,  B 

H22m 

Oristianitee,  s.  company  of  Christians,  B 

544- 
Crooe,  «.  staff,  stick,  D  484.    See  Croae^ 

§  3,  in  the  New  £.  Diet. 
Crois, «.  cross,  x.  60. 
Croked,  adj.  crooked,  B.  926;  crooked 

(things),  13.  8 ;  '  tortuous,'  A.  ii.  aS.  33. 
Crokes,  pL  crooks,  hooks,  L.  640. 
Crokke,  8.  earthenware  pot,  13. 13. 
Gromznes,  s.  pL  crombs,  G  6a 
Crone,  s.  crone,  hag,  B  433. 
Cronique,  «.  chronicle,  B  4398. 
Croos-lyne,  a  cross-line,  the  line  from 

right  to  left  through  the  centre,  A  i. 

12.7. 
Crop,  a  top,  spront,  new  twig,  T.  u.  348 ; 

crop  and  roUy  top  and  root,  everything, 

T.  V.  1245 ;  Croppes,  pL  tree-tops,  ends 

of   branches,    B.    1396;    new   shoots, 

A  7. 
Cropen,  pp.  0/ Crepe. 
Croper,  a.  crupper,  G  566. 
Croe,  a  cross,  x.  83  ;  Crois,  i.  6a 
Croslet,  a  crucible,  G  1147- 
Grouolie,  i  pr.  $.  mark  with  the  cross  (to 

defend  from  elves),  A  3479 ;  E  1707. 
Croude,  v.  push,  HF.  3095  \  pr.a.2p.  dost 

press,  dost  pui^,  B  396. 
Croiike,  a  pitcher,  jug,  A  415& 
Croun,  a  crown  (<^  the  headX  A  4041 ; 

(referring  to  the  tonsure),  B  X499. 
Crouned,  i>p.  crowned,  B.  X366 ;  supreme, 

F5a6. 


Croupe,  a  crupper,  D  1559. 
Croupere8,i>2.  cruppers,  I  433. 
Crowding,  a  pressure,  motive  power,  B 

^^99. 

Oroya,  s.  cross,  A  699,  4386. 

Oral,  adj.  curly,  A  3314 ;  1>L  A  81.  Friesic 
krult  curly. 

Orydestow,  didst  thou  cry  out,  A  X083  i 
pp.  proclaimed,  HF.  3107, 

Cryinge,  a  outo^,  A  906. 

Oryke,  a  creek,  A  409. 

Ouoi^bit^s,  a  pi,  cucurbites,  G  794. 
'  CtuuftiU,  a  chemical  vessel,  originally 
made  in  the  shape  of  a  gourd,  but  some- 
times shallow,  with  a  wide  mouth,  and 
used  in  distillation ;  *  Webster. 

CWpa,  viea,  i  e.  I  acknowledge  my  finult, 
T.  iL  535. 

Oulpe,  s.  guilt,  blame,  I  335. 

Colter,   a    coulter    (of   a    plough),    A 

Cunning,  adj.  skUful,  3.  ^7. 

Cunning,  a  skill,  5. 167,  487. 

Ouppe,  a  a  cup,  F  616. 

Ouraoioun,  a  cure,  healing,  B  3463 ;  mode 
of  cure,  T.  L  791. 

Curat,  a  parish-priest,  vicar,  A  3x9  (the 
words  vicar  and  curate  have  now,  practi- 
cally, changed  places). 

Oure,  a  cure,  remedy,  T«  i.  469 ;  charge, 
B  3.  p  3. 33  ;  diligence,  A 1007 ;  attention, 
A  303 ;  heed,  care,  3. 83 ;  endeavour,  B 188 ; 
cfureful  purpose,  HF.  1398  ;  supervision, 
i)  1333  ]  I  do  no  cure,  I  care  not,  L.  153 ; 
Ijfth  in  his  curej  depends  on  his  care  for 
me,  L.  X176 ;  didhiabeaycttre,  was  busily 
employed,  5.  369 ;  hia  lyvea  cure,  the  ob- 
ject of  his  thoughts  always,  4. 131 ;  honeat 
cure,  care  for  honourable  things,  C  557 ; 
in  cure,  in  her  power,  B  33a 

Curiositee,  a  curious  wprkmanship,  HF. 
1 1 78;  intricacy,  i&  81. 

Curious,  adj.  careful,  attentive,  B  1433; 
eager,  B.  1053 ;  skilfal,  A577 ;  delicately 
made,  A  196 ;  magical,  F  iisa 

Currours,  a  pL  runners,  couriers,  HF. 

3138. 

Cursednesse,  a  abominable  sin,  wicked- 
ness, C  376,  400 ;  shrewishness,  £  1339 ; 
malice,  B  1831. 

Curtels,  adj.  courteous,  hence,  compas- 
sionate, I  346 ;  courteous,  B.  538. 

Ourteisye,  a  courtesy,  A  46, 133. 

Ouatume,  a  custom,  D  683 ;  pZ.  payments, 
I  753  ;  imports,  I  567. 

Out,  a  lot,  A  835,  84s,  854. 

Outte,  t7.  cut,  C  954 ;  Clotted,  pp.  cut  short, 
L.973. 
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Daf,  «.  foolUh  person,  A  4308. 

Bagged,  adj.  tagged,  cut  into  hanging 

peaks  at  the  lower  ec^e,  1 421. 
Dagginga,  a.  a  cntting  into  tags,  I  41& 
Dagon,  f.  nnall  piece,  D  1751. 
Dalf,  pt  a  0/ Delve. 
Dallaunoe,  a  goasip,  A  six ;  playftil  de- 

meanoar,  flAVonr,  la.  8;  pL  dallianiM^, 

toying,  C  66. 
Bamageooa,  adj,  injnriona,  I  438. 
Dame,  a  mother,  0  684;  daxn,  A  3260; 

madam,  A  3956 ;  good-wife,  D  1797. 
Damiselle,  a  damsel,  B.  1240 ;  jL  R.  1622. 
Dampnaoicmii,  a  oondexnnation,  C  500 ; 

corse,  D  1067. 
Dampue,  ger.  to  condemn,  L.  401  \  pp.  A 

"75>  i34»;  damned,  I  191. 
Dan,  a  {for  Dominns),  lord,  sir,  a  title  of 

respect,  HF.  161 ;  B  3982 ;  Dann,  'HE. 

137. 
Dappel-gray,  adj,  dapple-gray,  B  2074. 
Dar,  I  i>r.  a  dare,  A  1151 ;  Dant,  2  pr.  a 

darest,  T.  i  768 ;  B860;  Dantow, darest 

thou,  Li  1450;    Dorste,  \  pt  t.  dnrat, 

might  Tentnre  (toX  L.  2054;  pt,  9,  A. 

227 ;  Borstestow,  wonldst  thoa  dare,  T. 

^7^7]   I  pt  t.  wbj,  might  daze,  2.  6a 

See  Dune. 
Dare,  pr.  pL  dose,  B  1293. 
Darkeih,  pr.  a  lies  hid,  L.  816. 
Danreyne,  ger.  to  decide  one*8  right  to, 

A  1853 ;   to  decide,  A  1631 ;    to  decide 

yoor  claims  (toX  A  1609.  ^'^^  dertuanitr. 
Dart,  a  dart,  6.  40 ;  (given  as  a  prise  in  an 

athletic  contest),  J)  75. 
Daswen,  pU  pL  dase,  are  dassled,  H  31 ; 

pp.    oonixxsed,    HF.    ^      O.F.    daaer 

(Godefroy). 
Date-tree,  s.  dat^tree,  B.  1364. 
Daun ;  see  Dan. 
Daunoe,  a  dance,  B.  808;  jday,  T.  iv. 

1431 ;  set,  company,  HF.  639 ;  thenewe  d., 

the  new  danoe,T.  ii  553 ;  tA«old0d.,the 

old  game,  the  old  way  of  love,  A  476,  C  79. 
Daunoen,  v.  dance,  A  2202. 
Daunger,  a  disdain,  B.  1524 ;  imperions- 

ness,  7.  186 ;  liability,  A  1849 »  sparing, 

stint,  R  1 147;  power,  control,  B.  1470 ; 

Power  to  harm  (personified),  L.    160; 

in  d.,  within  his  jnrisdiotion,  nnder  his 

control,  A  663 ;  M  Mr  d.,  at  her  disposal, 

B.  1049 ;   ^i^^  ^M  sparingly,  charily,  D 

Daangeroua,  adj.  forbidding,  sparing,  A 
517 ;  niggardly,  D  1427 ;  gmdging,  hard 


to  please,  B.  1 482, 1492 ;  relneUBit,  I>  5x4 ; 

inhospitable,  B.  49a 
Daonten,  v.  tame,  sabdne,  B.  880  ;  pr.  ». 

T.  iL  399,  iv.  1^ ;  pp.  finghtened,  D 

463. 
Dawe,  V.  dawn,  B  3872,  E  1832. 
DAweninge,  9.  dawn,  A 4234,  34072. 
Dawec,  a  pL  days,  F  ii8a 
Dawing,  a  the  Dawn  (AnnoraX  T.  iii. 

1466. 
Dawning,  a  dawn,  3.  29a. 
Day,  a  day,  A 19 ;  time,  B  3374 ;  ^ipomted 

time  for  repaying  money,  O-  K040 ;  on 

a  dag^  one  day,  some  day,  R.    1493: 

Dayes,  pL  appointed  days  for  payment. 

F  1568, 1575 ;  lifetime,  B 118 ;  imw  ad<qpe«, 

at  this  time,  E  1164. 
Dayexye,  a  dairy,  A  597 ;  p{.  D  871. 
Dayesye,  a  daisy,  L.  182, 184,  218b 
Debaat,  a  strife,  A  3230,  B  2867 ;  war,  B 

130 ;  mental  oonfiict,  3.  1192 ;  fjoazrallxng 

T.  ii.  753. 
Debate,  v.  fight,  war,  B  2058 ;  qnAoel,  C 

4x2. 
Debonair,    adj.  calm,    benign,    gentle, 

I  ^ ;  Debonaire,  fern,  well-mannaaned, 

B  4061 ;  gracious,  conrteoas,  &  797;  at 

$.  kind  person,  3.  634. 
Debonairely,     adv.    meekly,    I     660; 

gradoQsly,  3.  851,  1284;  with  m  good 

grace,  HF.  2013;   coarteonaly,  3.  518; 

T.  ii  1259. 
Debonairetee,    a    gentleness,   I    467; 

graoionsnees,  6.  108. 
Deoeivable,  adj.  deceitfUL,  15.  3 ;  B  aq^S. 
Deolamed,  pt  pL  discussed,  T.  ii.  1*47. 
Deolinaoioon,   a   declination,  angnlar 

distance  N.  or  8.  of  the  eqnator,  £  2223, 

F1033. 
Deolyneth,  pr.  a  tnms  aside,  B  4.  p  6l 

1951  pr.  a  possesses  deolinatioo,  A  ii 

19.  12. 
Deolyninge,  a^.  sloping,  B  5.  m  t.  19^ 
Deooped,  pp.  lit.  *cat  down;*    Hence, 

pierced,  cut  in  openwork  pattens,  B. 

843. 
D^e,  dead ;  see  DMd. 
D^de,  ger.  to  grow  dead,  become  stapefied, 

HF.5Sa. 
Deden,  pL  pi.  did,  T.  i  82.    See  Boon. 
Dedioat,  pp.  dedicated,  I  964. 
Dednyt,  a  pleasure,  A  2177. 
Deed,  a  deed,  act ;  Dede,  dot  i.  45 ;  B 

1999;  in  dedSj  indeed,  A  659,  B  5511; 

toUh  ths  dade,  with  the  act  thereof,  D 

;o;  Dede, pi  (A. S.  dada\  5.  82. 
DMd,  adj.  dead,  B.  915 ;  dead,  livid  (<tf 

hueX  B.  441 ;  /or  d.,  as  dead,  T.  iv.  733; 
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Bede,  di^.  L»  876 ;  d.  Aepe^  heayy  sleep, 

3.    W7;     Dede,  pi.    slii«;gish,    5.    187; 

vxmnde$  dsde^  deadly  wounds,  3.  laii. 
Bd^dly,  adj.  mortal,  1 99 ;  dyuog,  L.  885 ; 

deathlike,  3.  i6a. 
I>^dly,  adv.  mortally,  G  476. 
Jik^ty  adj,  deaf,  T.  i.  753 ;  Deve,  j»2.  G  a8<S. 
Deel,  A  part,  B.  1074 ;  never  a  deet,  not 

at  all,  1 1007 ;  not  a  bit,  HF.  331 ;  every 

deeL,  every  whit,  wholly,  T.  ii  590; 

Deel,  pi,  times,  6.  35 ;  Del,  part,  R  28 ; 

share,  3.  looi ;  every  d.,  every  whit,  A 

1825 ;  eche  a  d.,  eveiy  whit,  T.  ill  694  ; 

a  greet  del,  to  a  luge  extent,  A  415 ; 

yexy  often,  3. 1159 ;  "O  ^>  1^0  '^lut,  T. 

i  1089  i  *i«tw  a  d.,  not  a  whit,  3.  543. 
Deer,  t.  pt  animals,  B  1926. 
I>ee8,  pL  dice,  T.  ii  1347,  iv.  1098. 
Pees,  e.  dais,  HF.  1360,  1658. 
Deeth,    a    death,    B    3567;   pestilence, 

plague,  T.  i.  483;  ike  deethy  the  pesti- 
lence (with  special  references  to  the 

pestilences  of  1349,  1361,  and  1369),  A 

605. 
Sefiune,  &  dishonour,  B  3788,  0  6ia. 
De&ute,  s.  fault,   22.  56;    &nlt  (as  a 

hunting  term),  3.  384  {were  on  a  defavie 

y-faUey   had  a  cheek);    laolc,    defect, 

want,  3.  5,  25,  223  ;  sin,  B  3718,  C  37a 
Defence,  s.  resistance,  L.  1931 ;  hindrance, 

B.  1142;  covering,  5.  273;  prohibition, 

T.  iii  138 ;  denial,  D  467. 
Defendaunt,  e. ;  in  Me  d,,  in  defending 

himself,  in  self-defence,  1 572. 
Defende,  ger.  to  defend,    B.    2631 ;    to 

forbid,  G  1470. 
Defet,  pp.  exhausted,  (lit.  defeated),  T. 

v.  618 ;  cast  down,  T.  v.  1219. 
Deffendeth,  pr.  $.  forbids,  I  651;  pp. 

I600. 
Defoulen,  v.  trample  down,  hence,  defile, 

F  1418 ;   pp.    trampled    down,   I   191 ; 

defiled,  T.  v.  1339;  disgraced,  B  4.  m 

7.  47  (Lat.  turpatus). 
Define,  i  pr.  t.  pronounce,  declare,  T. 

iv.  390. 
Degree,  e.  rank,  5. 453 ;  condition,  position, 

A 1841 ;  step,  B»  485 ;  footstep,  B  4.  m  i. 

42  ;  horizontal  stripes,  B  i.  p  i.  38 ;  of  the 

zodiac,  F  386 ;  at  lows  degree,  B.  883 ; 

at  aUe  degrees,  in  every  way,  A  3724. 
Degysd,  adj.  elaborate,  I  417. 
Degysinesee, «.  elaborate  style,  1 414. 
Degysixige,  e.  elaborate  omamentatioii, 

1 425. 
Dekne,  t.  deacon,  1 891. 
Del ;  see  DeeL 
Delen,  ger,  to  have  dealing  with,  A  247 ; 


Dele,  ger.  to  have  dealings,  T.  iii  322 ; 

to  desd,  L.  1158;  v.  axgae,  T.  ii  1749; 

Deled,  pL  pL  had  intercourse,  L.  151 7 ; 

Deled,  pp.  apportioned,  D  2249. 
Deliberen,  v.  deliberate,  consider,  T.  iv. 

i6c^]  pt.  8.  deliberated,  B  2916. 
Delioacye,  «.  amusement,  B  3669 ;  wan- 
tonness, 9.  58. 
Delioat,  adj.  delicious,  £  1646 ;  delicate, 

£  682 ;  dainty,  1 432. 
Delioes,  a.  pi  delights,  B  2602;  tender 

feelings,  B  2.  p  4.  78 ;  sinful  pleasures, 

B3.P7.  I. 
DelioiouB,  adj.  giving  delight,  T.  v.  443. 
Delioioosly,  adv.  luxuriously,  £  2025. 
Delitable,  adj.  delightful,  B.  1440;  de- 
licious, B.  1371 ;  pL  delightAil,  F  899. 
Delitably,  adv.  pleasingly,  B  4.  p  i.  2. 
Delitoiu,  <idj.  delicious,  B.  489. 
Deliver,  adj.  quick,  active,  A  84. 
Delivere,  v.  set  free,  13.  7 ;  do  away  with, 

T.  iii.  1012 ;  ger.  to  set  iree  (after  a  legal 

decisionX  5.  508. 
Deliverly,  adv.  nimbly,  B4606 ;  quickly, 

T.  ii  1088. 
DeliTemeue,  «.  activity,  B  2355. 
Delphyn,  e.  the  constellation  Dolphin, 

HF.  1006. 
Delte,  pL  a.  (^  Delen. 
Delve,  V.  dig,  A  536;  Dalf,  i  pt.  a.  dug, 

B  5.  p  I.  99;  Dolve,  pt  e.  subj.  had 

digged,  B  5.  p  1. 87 ;  Dolven,  pp.  buried, 

3.  222.    A.  S.  de^an. 
Delyoes,  a.  pi.  delights,  pleasures,  C  547, 

G  3 :  fftvourites  (Lat.  daUeiaa),  B  2.  p  3. 

74. 
Dely^,  adj.  delicate,  fine,  B  i.  p  i.  23. 

O.V.deli^ 
Delyt,  a.  delight,  joy,  3.  606;    pleasing 

ornamentation,  xL  1199. 
Delytable,  adj.  delightfiil,  Lk  321. 
De^te,  V.  delight,  please,  5. 27 ;  n^  take 

pleasure,  5.  66;   Delyte  me,   i  pr.  a. 

delight,  L.  30. 
Delytous,  adj.  delicious,  B.  9a 
Demaunde,  a.  question,  T.  iv.  1694,  v. 

859- 
Deme,  v.  judge,  14.  6 ;  decide,  conclude, 

T.  ii  371 ;  suppose,  4. 158 ;  give  a  verdict, 

G  5p5 ;  Demen,  v.  deem,  judge,  A  3 161 ; 

decide,  B  3045;   i  pr,  a.  condemn,  D 

2024 ;   decree,  G  199 ;  suppose,  £  753 ; 

Demeth,  imp.  pU  judge,  decide,  Ii.  453 ; 

suppose,  A  3172. 
Demeine,  v.  manage,  HF.  959. 
Demeyne,  a.  dominion,  B  3855. 
Demoniak,  a.  madman,  D  224a 
Demoxurtraoioim,  «.  proof,  HF.  727. 
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Demonsteafcif,    adj.    demonstrabld,    D 

J>e]iticle,  t.  pointer,  A.  1 13.  i.    See  Al- 

mixry. 
Benye,  v,  reftue,  T.  ii  1489;   Den^yed, 

pp.  denied,  B  3.  p  la  16. 
Depardienx,  int^'.  <m  the  part  of  God, 

by  God's  help,  T.  iL  1058,  1212. 
Beparte,  v.  leparate,  part,  7.  385 ;  leiver, 

T.  ii  531 ;  divide,  I  1006 ;  imp.  s,  dia- 

tingnish,  T.  ilL  404. 
Departinge,   «.    dividing,  I  425,    1008; 

departure,  5.  675 ;  separation,  4.  35. 
Depe,  adv,  deeply,  3.  165 ;  7.  & 
Bepeynted,    pp.     depicted,     I^     1035; 

iwunted,  R  478 ;  stained,  T.  v.  1599. 
Pepper,  adv.  comp.  deeper,  T.  ii.   485; 

B630. 
Depraven,  pr.  pL  oalnmniate,  4.  307. 
Bepresaionn,  ».  the  angular  distance  of 

the  southern  pole  from  the  horiaon, 

A.  ii  35.  la 
Bere,  adj.  dear,  i.  99 ;  4.  147. 
Bere,  adv.  dearly,  i.  86 ;  x8.  36. 
Bere,  ».  dot  deer,  B.  1453. 
Bdre,  V.  injiire,  harm,  T.  i  651.    A.S. 

dsrian. 
Bereling,  «.  darling,  A  3793. 
Berk,  adj.  dark,  B.  1009;  inanspioious, 

4.  I30 ;  a$  a.  inauspicious  position,  4.  133. 
Berke, «.  darkness,  gloom,  3.  609. 
Barkest,  adj,  tuperl.  darkest,  B  304. 
Berkly,  adv.  darkly,  HF.  51. 
Berknesae, «.  darkness,  B  1451. 
Berne,  adj.  secret,  A  3300,  3378, 
Berre,  adv.  comp.  more  dearly,  T.  i  136, 

174 ;  A  1448. 
Berth,  8.  dearth,  HF.  1974. 
Berjrveth,  pr.  «,  is  derived,^A  3006. 
Besoeivaunoe,  s.  deception,  B  3.  p  8.  53. 
Besoenoioun,  s,  descension,  A.  ii  4.  55. 

The  technical  signification  seems  to  be 

— ^the  *  house'  or  portion  of  the  sky 

just  above  the  western  horicon,  so  that 

a  planet  in  his  descension  is  about  to 

set 
Besoensories,  a.  pi.  G  793.    '  Deacentoriea^ 

vessels  used  in  chemistry  for  extracting 

oUBperdeacenaum;*  l^rwhitt. 
Beaoeme,  v.  discern,  T.  iv.  30a 
Beaoharge,  pr.  a.  9uhj.  disburden,  I  360. 
Besclaundred,  pp.  slandered,  B  674. 
Besoryve,  v.  describe,  B.  705 ;  HF.  ii<>5. 
Beadeyn,  «.  disdain,  contempt,  A  789. 
Besert,  a.  merit,  4.  31 ;  pL  merits,  T.  iii 

1367. 
Beserte,  adj.  lonely,  HF.  417. 
Beaervedeai,  apka,  didst  deserve,  0  sid. 


Besospairad,  pp.  in  despair,  6.  7. 
Beaeqpeir,  a.  despair,  T.  i  605,  ii  6. 
Beae^peranxLoe,   a.  hope&essnen,  T.  iL 

530,  »307. 

Besherite,  ger.  to  disinherit,  B  3025. 

Beshonestee,  a.  unaeemlxnesa,  1 853. 

B^8ir6iia,  adj.  ambitions,  9^  59;  axdent, 
F33. 

Bealavae,  adj.  foul,  I  639 ;  inordinate, 
unrestrained,  1 834.  *  Dekato^,  pp.  non 
lav6,  crassenz,  sale ;  *  Gode&oy. 

Besordeynee,  adj,  unregulated,  inor- 
dinate, I  818,  915. 

Beaordixukt,  adj.  inordinate,  I  415. 

Beapeired,  pp.  sunk  in  despair,  3.  91 ;  T. 

▼  713. 

Bespenoe,  a,  expense,  B  1874;  expen- 
diture, money  for  expenses,  B  105. 

Bespende,  v.  spend,  T.  iv.  931  \  9  pr.t. 
wasteet,  B  3i3x ;  pp.  spent,  A  3983. 

Beapendonrs,  pL  spenders,  B  3845. 

Bespenaes,  j>L  expenditure,  B  384^. 

Beaperaeioon,  a.  despair,  x.  31. 

B^SPitous,  adj.  spiteful,  B.  173;  angiy, 
jealous,  D  761 ;  merciless,  A  516 ;  sooiu- 
ftil,  A  X777, 1  395. 

Beapitocialy,  adv.  soomiully,  B  3785; 
angrily,  A  4374;  maliciooaly,  B  60s; 
cruelly,  E  535. 

Besplayeth,  pr.  a.  spreads  open,  A  966. 

Basponeth,  pr.  a.  disposes,  T.  iv  964. 

Besport,  a.  divexsion,  merrimant,  amuse- 
ment, T.  i  593 ;  B  3x58. 

Besporte,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  1398 

Bespoyled,  pp.  robbed,  I  665. 

Bespyt,  a.  malice,  spite,  T.  i  307;  ood- 
tempt,  disdain,  D  1876 ;  soom,  L.  371 ; 
malice,  L.  1771 ;  ili-humonr,  I  507 ;  a 
deed  expressing  contempt,  B  3738:  m 
d.  cfy  in  contempt  of,  5.  381 ;  im  yowr  d. 
in  contempt  of  yon,  B  1753 ;  ta  Ms  A,  in 
scorn  of  him,  L.  134. 

Bearay,  a.  confturion,  1 937. 

Besseveraunoe,  a.  separation,  T.  iii.  1424. 

Beatemperaunoe,  a.  inclesneiusy,  B  3. 
P  II.  130. 

Beatempred,  pp.  distempered,  1 836. 

Bestinal,  adj.  &tal,  B  4.  p  6.  173;  pre- 
destined, B  4.  p  6.  no. 

Bostourbe,  ger.  to  disturb;  d.  4t^,  to 
disturb  in,  G  340 ;  p^.  a.  hindera,  I  576, 
interrupts,  B  3167. 

BestonrbinlBp,  a.  trouble,  x&  44. 

Beatrat,  pp.  distracted,  B  3.  p  8.  191 

Bestreyne,  v.  distress,  T.  iii  tsi;  ger. 
constrain,  force,  H  161. 

Bestroubled,  pp.  disturbed,  5.  594. 

Baayrinca,  aidj.  desinnia,  B  3767. 
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Beieimiiiat,  a4j.  detenninate,  ezaefc, 
fixed,  J>  1459  r  properly  plaoed  (on  the 
astrolabe),  A.  ii.  18  (mbrio). 

Determine,  «.  oome  to  an  end,  T.  iiL 
379;   Determined,  pp.  aettled,  B  5.  p 

49- 

Dette,  s.  debt,  L.  541 ;  A  38a 

Dettelees,  adj,  free  from  debt,  A  589. 

Dettour,  «.  debtor,  B  1587,  D  155. 

De%i9  hie,  Qod  (be)  here,  D  177a 

Deve,  p^  c^Deef;  deaf. 

Devil,  «.  L.  2493 ;  what  d.,  what  the  devil, 
Xjl  2694 ;  hcwd,,  how  the  devil,  T.  i  623 ; 
a  d,  meye,  in  the  way  to  the  devil,  in 
the  devil*8  name,  A  3134  ;  a  twenty  devil 
way,  in  the  way  of  twenty  devils,  i  e. 
to  utter  destmction,  Ia.  3177 ;  an  exola- 
mation  of  petulance,  A  3713,  4357. 

Devoir,  t.  duty,  T.  iiL  1045 ;  A  3596. 

Devyn,  «.  astrologer,  T.  i.  66. 

Devyne,  v.  grueas,  T.  v.  388;  ffer,  T.  iiL 
765 ;  to  prophesy  (by),  5.  183 ;  Devyne, 
pr,  ph  suspect,  T.  iL  1745;  Devyne, 
pr.  8.  8ubj,  let  (him)  guess,  HF.  14. 

Devyneresse,  s.  female  diviner,  T.  v.  1533. 

Devys,  s.  contrivance,  B.  1413;  snppo- 
flition,  B.  ^i ;  direction,  A  816 ;  at  hU 
i2.,  according  to  his  own  wish,  B.  1336 ; 
ctt  point  d.j  with  great  exactness  or 
exactitude,  B.  830;  Devyses,  j>2.  heraldic 
devices,  badges,  ll  1373. 

Devyse,  v.  to  relate,  teU,  describe,  T.  iii. 
41 ;  A  34 ;  recommend,  T.  iL  388 ;  devise, 
suggest,  ordain,  L.  437  j  plan,  L.  1453 ; 
ger.  to  tell,  describe,  5.  398 ;  to  relate, 
A  994 ;  to  frame,  £  739 ;  to  tell  of,  T.  L 
377 ;  pr.  $.  narrates,  describes,  5.  317 ; 
pr.  !>£.  imagine,  disoourde,  F  361 ;  pp. 
described  to,  told,  R.  476. 

Devysing,  s.  arrangement,  A  3496. 

Dewe,  adj.  due,  I  867. 

Deztrer,  t.  a  courser,  war-horse,  B  3103. 
Fr.  dettrier,  a  war-horse,  Low  Lat. 
dextrariuM.  The  squire  rode  his  own 
horse,  and  led  his  master's  horse 
beside  him,  on  his  right  hand. 

Deye,  a.  dairywoman,  B  4c^  IceL 
deigja. 

Deyei  i;.  die,  5.  469,  651 ;  Deyde,  pt.  $.  A 
3846 ;  Deyed,  pp.  B.  456 ;  Deyde,  pt  «. 
mhij.  should  die,  A  3437. 

Deyen,  ger.  to  dye,  to  dip,  B  4.  m  6.  14- 

Deyinge,  s.  death,  B  1850 ;  lay  on  deying, 
lay  a-dying,  B  3906. 

Deyne,  v.  deign,  7.  331;  Deyneth  him, 
pr.  8.  he  dei^s,  7.  181 ;  L.  395 ;  him 
deyned,  he  deigned,  B  3334,  4371;  hir 
d&ifned^  she  deigned,  4.  39. 


Deynoiu,  adj.  scomAil,  A  3941. 

Deyntee,  s.  worth,  value,  D  308;  took 
learn  d.  for,  set  less  value  on,  7.  143 ; 
a  peculiar  pleasure,  B  139;  pleasure, 
F  681, 1003 ;  Deyntees,  pi.  dainties,  A  346. 

Deyntee,  s.  ae  adj.  dainty,  pleasant,  rare, 
T.  V.  438 ;  good,  A  168. 

Deyntevous,  adj.  dainty,  £  26$. 

Deys,  8.  date,  platform,  the  high  table 
in  a  diningwhall,  A  370,  330a 

DiAdeme,  s.  diadem,  crown  of  an  em- 
peror, 14.  7. 

Diapred,  pp.  ae  adj.  variegated,  diver- 
sified with  figures,  A  3158. 

Dioh,  8.  ditch,  A  3964. 

Dlohen,  v.  make  a  dyke  round,  L.  708 ; 
pp.  provided  with  a  moat,  A  1888. 

Dide,  Didest ;  see  Doon. 

Diete,  8.  diet,  daily  food,  A  435. 

Diffkmaoionn,  e.  de£unation,  D  1304. 

DifCkune,  s.  ill  report,  E  540,  73a 

Difibme,  ger,  to  dishonour,  HF.  1581 ;  v. 
cry  down,  D  3313. 

DiMnioioun,  8.  clear  exposition,  D  35. 

Difflnisshe,  pr.  s.  eubj.  define,  B  5.  p 
1.  36. 

DliBzdtif,  adj.  definite,  final,  C  173. 

DifPtLsioun,  8.  prolixity,  T.  iiL  396. 

DifEye,  I  pr.  8.  defy,  spurn,  D  1938. 

Diflyne,  ger.  define,  state  clearly,  5.  539 ; 
3  pr.  pi.  conclude,  HF.  344. 

Digestible,  adj.  eesy  to  be  digested,  A 

437. 

Dighte,  V.  prepare,  L.  1388;  prepare 
(himself).  Lb  1000;  Dighte  me,  prepare 
myself  to  go,  B  3104 ;  ordain,  place, 
T.  iv.  1 188 ;  lie  with,  D  767]  pt.  a.  r^. 
hastened,  betook  hims^,  T.  ii.  948; 
lay  with,  D  398;  Dight,  pp.  arrayed, 
equipped,  T.  iii.  1773;  served,  H  313; 
prepared,  B.  941 ;  prepared  him  to  go, 
B  3719 ;  Dighte,  pp.  pL  prepared,  L. 
361 1.    A.  8.  dihtan ;  from  Lat.  dietare. 

Digne,  adj.  worthy,  T.  L  439 ;  honourable, 
noble,  B  11 75,  O  695;  suitable,  B  778; 
proud,  disdunfal,  A  517 ;  scornful,  re- 
pellent, A  3964. 

Dignely,  adv.  scomAilIy,  T.  ii.  1034. 

Dignitee,  a.  worth,  dignity,  C  701,  783; 
rank,  B  47CX  Dignity,  in  astrology, 
signifies  the  advantages  which  a  planet 
has  when  in  a  particular  position  in 
the  Bodiac,  or  in  a  particular  position 
with  regard  to  other  planets  (BaileyX 

Dilatacioun,  a.  difi^eness,  B  333. 

Dilnge,  a.  deluge,  1 859. 

Dint,  8.  stroke,  HF.  534. 

Direct,  adj.  dixeoted,  addressed,  18.  75; 
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iff  directs,  in  a  line  with,  A.  iL  44,  26. 

A  planet'8  motion  is  direct  when  it 

moves  in  the  same  direction  as  the 

sun  in  the  zodiac. 
Directe,  i  pr.  «.  address,  T.  ▼.  18561 
Disavaunoe,  v.  defeat,  T.  ii  511. 
Disaventure,  t.  misfortone,  T.  ii.  415. 
Disblameth,    imp.  pL    free  (me)  from 

blame,  T.  ii.  17. 
Disoeyring,  «.  deception,  B.  159a 
JhsohoTele,  adj.  -with  (hu)  hair  hanging 

loosely  down,  A  683 ;  with  hair  in  dis- 
order, It.  1315. 
IMsoiplyne,  a  bodily   mortification,  I 

105a. 
Disolaundre,  s.  reproach,  T.    iv.  564 ; 

slander,  I  623. 
Bisconfiture,  a  defeat,  A  1008;   grief, 

7.326. 
Disoonfort,  s.  discouragement,  discom- 
fort, A  aoio;  gri'ief,  woe,  T.  iv.  311. 
Disoonf  oxten,  v.  discooxage,  A  2704. 
Discordable,  discordant,  T.  iii  1753. 
Disoordanoes,  s.  pi.  discords,  I  275. 
Pisoorden,  pr.  pL  disagree,  B  4.  p  d 

108. 
Biscordisge,  adj.  different,  B  3.  p  a.  14a 

(Lat.  diaaldentea.) 
Disoovered,  pp.  revealed,  G  1468. 
Diaoovert,  pp.  uncovered  ]  at  d.^  when 

unprotected,  I  714. 
Dioovyve,  v.  describe,  T.  v.  367 ;  Disereven, 

V.  T.  iv.  802. 
Disoure,  v.  reveal,  discover,  3.  549. 
Disouased,  i>p.  discussed,  5.  624;  driven 

away,  B  i.  m  3.  i. 
Disdesm,  a  disdain,  B.  296. 
Piaenoresetb,  pr.  b.  decreases,  B  5.  p 

6.85. 
Bisase,  s.  discomfort,  grief,  misery,  4. 

ai6,  377;  T.  iL  987;  sorrow,  7.  aa6;  dis- 
pleasure, T.  ii  147 ;  disease,  ill,  HF.  89 ; 

inconvenience,  I  609;  distress,  B  616; 

imrest,  F  1314. 
Diaesen,  ger.  to  trouble,  T.  iii  1468;  v. 

vex,  T.  iv.  1304 ;  distress,  T.  i  573. 
Disesperat,  adj.  without  hope,  HP.  1015. 
Disflgurat,  adj.  disguised,  5.  2m. 
DlaflgtliTa,  a  disfigurement,  I>  96a 
DlaflgtliTe,   V.    disguise,    L.    3046;    pp. 

changed,  A  1403. 
Disgresaioun,  digression,  T.  i  143. 
Disgyse,  get.  to  disguise,  T.  v.  1577. 
Disherited,  pp,  disinherited,  deprived, 

L.  1065. 
Dish-metea,  pt  spoon-meat,  broth,  1 455. 
Dishonest,  adj.  unfaithful,  H  314 ;  Dis- 

honeste,  shameftd,  £  876. 


Dis()oyiit,  a  fiEulure,  A  3963;  difficult 
position,  B  1601 ;  daL  peril,  T.  iii.  4136, 
V.  161& 

Dismal,  a.  unlucky  day,  3.  laod 

Dismembred,  pL  pL  dismembered,  I  591. 

Dismembxinge,  $.  dismembering,  I  591. 

Disobeysaunt,  adj.  disobedient,  5.  439. 

Disordenaunoe,  a  violation  of  rules, 
HF.  37. 

Disparage,  a  disgrace,  E  908. 

DiQ>ar&ge,  v.  dishonour,  A  4371 ;  pp. 
misallied,  D  1069. 

Dispeire  yow,  imp.  pL  despair,  £  1669. 

Dispenoe,  a  expenditure,  expense,  A 
441;  what  I  spend,  D  1433;  cost,  B 
1195;  lavish  help,  HF.  360 ;  Dispenses, 
pi.  expenses,  B.  1144. 

Dispende,  v.  spend,  B  3500 ;  pp.  spent 
shared,  B  a56a 

Dispeyred,  adj.  despairing,  F  1084. 

Dispitous,  adj.  spiteful,  B.  156;  T.  iii 
1458 ;  grievous,  sad,  T.  v.  199 ;  Dis- 
pit6us6,  voc  pitiless,  T.  ii  455;  dff. 
fern,  cruel,  3.  634. 

Dispitously,  adv.  angrily,  A  1124 ;  spite- 
ftilly,  T.  V.  1806  J  cruelty,  HF.  161. 

Displesant,  adj.  displeasing,  I  544,  697. 

Diaplesaimoe,  s.  displeasure,  T.  iii  480: 
offence,  0  74 ;  Displesanoes,  pL  annoy- 
ances, C4aa 

Dispone,  imp.  t.  dispose,  T.  ▼.  300 ;  pr.  & 
disposes,  orders,  regulates,  B  4.  p  6. 6a 

Disport,  a  sport,  pleasantry,  A  137,  ^^k; 
amusement,  diversioun,  D  839 ;  pleasures, 
B  143  ;  «port,  4.  «77- 

Diqporte,  ger.  to  amuse,  HF.  571;  to 
exhilarate,  T.  ii  1673;  v.  cheer,  T.  iii 
J'.^3 ;  l>r.  jaC  sport,  play,  E  3040. 

Disposed,  pt.  a  purposed,  £  244 ;  pp. 
disposed,  T.  ii  683;  ready,  T.  iv.  930: 
toel  d.,  in  good  health  (the  reverst^  of 
indi^^oaed\  H  33. 

DiQ>osloionn,  a  disposal,  T.  ii  536,  v.  i : 
position,  A  1087;  frame  of  mind,  B 
3336. 

Diqpoylinge,  s.  spoil,  B  4.  m  7.  33. 

Dispreisen,  ger.  to  disparage,  B.  1055; 
V.  blame,  B  3361 ;  prea.  pt  depreciating, 
B  3741. 

Dispreisinge,  a  blame,  1 497 ;  contempt 
Ba876. 

Disputisoun,  s.  argument,  B  1474 ;  dis- 
pute, B  4438,  F  890. 

Dispyt,  8.  despite,  soom,  L.  t^aa ;  dis- 
dain, HF.  1 716;  vexation,  B.  1487:  is 
d.  (^,  in  spite  of,  HF.  1668. 

Disserveth,  pr.  a  deserves,  I  756L 

DisteTer,  v.  part,  a.  115 ;  17.  15 ;  per.  to 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


^tonatiat  ^nUjc. 


33 


part,  a  875;  pp,  separated,  B  4.  P  3- 

lyisaeTeraimoe,  «.  severing,  B  3.  p  ji.  64. 
DiaahoTele,  adj.  with  hair  flowing  down, 

5.  335.    See  Bisohevele. 
Diaaiiniilen^v.  dissimnlate,  T.  L  323,  iii 

434. 
Diasimuliiige,    s.    diwrimnlation,     dia- 

semhLing,  T.  v.  1613,  G  1073. 
Diaaimtilour,  «.  dissembler,  B  4418. 
Disalaundred,  pp.  defamed,  L.  1Q31. 
Dissolveth,  pr,  b.  puts  an  end  to,  B  a. 

P3.SP. 
DistantB,  adj.  pL  distant ;  tvena  dittantZy 

equidistant,  A.  i  17.  5a. 
I>iBtemperaiuioe,  9.  inclemency,  I  421. 
IMstempre,  adj.  distempered,  ftuions,  B 

4.  p  3.  125. 
Bistempre,  v.  vex,  B  2426  j   imp.  a.  be 

ont  of  temper,  D  2195. 
I>i8rte7ne,  v.  stain,  bedim,  dull,  L.  255. 
Distingwed,  pp.  distingoished,  B  2.  p  5. 75. 
Diatourbe,  v.  disturb,  T.  iv.  563;    (to) 

interfere  with,  T.  iv.  934 ;  prevent,  T. 

iv.  IIQ3.    See  Destonrbe, 
Distreyne,  v.  constrain,  A    1816;    get 

into  his  graiq^,  clutch,  20.  8;    imp.  8. 

oonstrain,  T.  v.  596 ;  Bistreyneth,  pr.  a. 

secures,  clutches,  grasps,  5. 337 ;  afflicts, 

F  820 ;  pp.  misled,  T.  ii  840 ;  assessed, 

taxed,  I  752. 
Diatnrbed,  pp.  altered,  T.  ii.  622. 
Diatame,  v.  turn  aside,  T.  iii  718. 
IHtee,  t.  ditty,  song,  B  3.  p  i.  2  ;  jpl.  HF. 

622.    See  Byte. 
Biume,  adj.  diurnal,  E  1795. 
Divers,  adj.  diverse,  various,  3.  653 ;  dot. 

different,  2. 17. 
Divenely,  adv,  in    different  wnys,  B. 

1629. 
Divenitee,  9.  variety,  T.  v.  1793. 
Diviniatre,  «.  theologian,  A  2811. 
Diviaioan,  9,  distinction,  A  1781 ;    dif- 
ference, xa  33 ;   0^  my  d.,  under  my 

influence,  4.  273. 
DivynftUes,  pi.  divinations,  1 605. 
Pivynen,  v.  guess,  T.  iii  458;   1  pr,  a. 

declare,  12. 19 ;  pre».  pt.  guessing,  A  2515. 
Divyninge,  i.  opinion,  A  2521. 
Pivynis,  pL  theologians,  A  1323. 
Pivynonr,  «.  seer,  soothsf^yer,  B  5.  p 

3^  149. 
Bo ;  see  Boon. 

Pootour,  8.  doctor,  A  411 ;  (ie.  St.  Au- 
gustine), C  117;   theologian,  I  85 ;  p{. 

teachers,  B  1648. 
Pogerel,  adj.  doggrel,  B  21x5. 
Bogge,  «.  dog,  B  1369,  £  2014, 


Boghter,  «.  daughter,  L.  114 ;  B  151 ; 
Boghtren,  pi,  L.  1963  ,*  Boughtren,  pi, 
T.  iv.  22. 

Boingea,  pi.  deeds,  L.  1681. 

Boke,  *.  duck,  5.  498,  589 ;  A  3576. 

Bokke,  8.  dock  (plant),  T.  iv.  461. 

Bokked,  pp,  cut  short,  A  59a 

Bolve,  Bolven ;  see  Belve. 

Bomb,  adj.  dumb,  HP.  656. 

Boxnesday,  a  doom's  day,  HF.  1284. 

Bomesman,  a  judge,  B  3680, 1  594. 

Boxninaoiouzi,  «.  power,  A  2758;  do- 
minion, C  560 ;  chief  influence,  F  352  ; 
supremacy,  H  181. 

Dcmimu ;  see  Oorpua. 

Domua  JkdaU^  the  lal^yrinth  of  Baedalus, 
HF.  192a 

Bon,  imp.  8.  don,  put  on,  T.  ii  954. 

Bon,  Bone ;  see  Boon. 

Bong-carte,  a.  dung^cart,  B  4226. 

Bongeoun,  «.  keei>-tower,  A  1057. 

Bonne,  adj.  pi,  dun,  dusky,  T.  ii  908 ; 
dun-odoured,  5.  334. 

Boom,  8,  judgement,  F  928 ;  opinion,  B 
3127 ;  sentence,  decision :  hir  d.,  the 
decision  passed  on  them,  5.  308 ;  Bome, 
dot.  opinion,  T.  i  100 ;  judgement,  HF. 
1905 ;  C  637 ;  to  my  <2.,  in  my  opinion,  B. 
901 ;  atonde  to  the  d.,  abide  by  the  de- 
cision, 5.  546 ;  Bomes,  pi.  judgements, 
-A.  323. 

Boon,  V,  do,  execute,  A  960 ;  do,  3.  194 ; 
act,  B  90 ;  cause,  B  3618 ;  doon  ua  honge^ 
cause  us  to  be  hung,  C  790;  dan  her 
compamya^  accompany  her,  4.  125;  Uet 
don  cryefi,  caused  to  be  cried,  F  46 ;  Bo, 
V.  cause,  T.  iv.  1683  i  iu»,  B  2204  ;  ftilfil, 
B  1653 ;  make,  3.  145 ;  do  toerch&,  cause 
to  be  built,  Q  545 ;  Bone,  ger.  to  do,  T. 
i  1026 ;  what  to  don&,  what  is  to  be  done, 
3.  689 ;  forto  <Iofie,a  flt  thing  to  do,  I62 ; 
to  be  done,  Lk  1597 ;  Boon,  ger.  to  do,  A 
78,  768 ;  to  conunit,  I  90 ;  to  cause,  B. 
1178 ;  to  force,  5. 221 ;  to^n^  from  doing, 
B  4.  p  6.  323  ;  Bo,  ger.  to  nsake,  3.  1260 ; 
to  cause,  T.  ii  1022 ;  to  commit,  I  129 ; 
Boost,  2  pr.  8.  makest,  G  312 ;  Bostow, 
doest  thou,  L.  315 ;  Booth,  pr.  a.  causes, 
A  2396 ;  Both,  pr.  a.  makes,  2.  7 ;  causes, 
6.  21 ;  Both  forth,  continues,  £  1015 ; 
Boon,j>r.  jp{.  do,  A  268 ;  Bo,  imp.  a.  make, 
H  12 ;  bring  (it)  about,  A  2405  ;  cause,  Q 
32 ;  do  AoM^tf,  cause  me  to  be  hung,  G  X029 ; 
do  fecche^  cause  to  be  fetched,  B  662 ;  do 
wey^  put  away,  lay  aside,  G  487;  take 
away,  A  3287 ;  do  atryken  hir  out,  cause 
her  to  be  struck  out,  B  1364 ;  do  come, 
cause  to oome^  B 2035;  Booth,  imp.pi.  do 
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ye,  C  745, 1  iq5  ;  otdooe^pray  do,F  45S; 
Didest,  a  pL  8,  didst,  T.  iii  363 ;  Dide, 
pL  8.  did,  3.  373  ;  oaiLBed,  B.  607 ;  pat  on, 
B  ao^j ;  did£  hem  drawty  OMued  to  be 
drawn,  B  1823 ;  dids  don  deen,  caused  to 
be  slain,  caused  (men)  to  have  them 
slain  {tUen^  like  don,  is  in  the  infin. 
moodX  B  0043  ;  dids  if^  took  off,  3.  516  ; 
Bide,  pt.  8.  8uii^.  should  do,  F  1404. ; 
Diden,  pL  pi,  made,  22.  2S ;  pLpL  mtbj. 
shooJd  do,  Li  723;  Doon,  i>p.  done, 
I.  54  ;  past,  ended,  3.  40 ;  doon  to  deths, 
done  to  death,  L.  889;  doon  make, 
caused  to  be  made,  E  353;  hath  doon 
you)  kept,  has  cansed  you  to  be  pre- 
served, E  1098 ;  doon  ther  write,  caused 
to  be  written  (or  described  there),  B. 
4 13 ;  don  to  dye,  done  to  death,  murdered, 
B.  1063 ;  Do,  pp,  done,  L.  957 ;  ended,  E 
a44a 

Dore,  8.  door,  B.  537,  A  $go ;  oult  at  d.,  out 
of  doors,  D  1757,  H  306. 

Dormant;  taJtde  dormant,  a  permanent 
side-table,  A  353. 

Borre,  Borring ;  see  Burre,  Burring- 

Borate ;  see  Bar. 

Bortour,  a.  dormitory,  B  18155. 

Boseyn,  «.  a  dozen,  A  578. 

Bossers,  piL  baskets  to  carry  on  the  back, 
HF.  i94(x 

Bostow,  doest  thou,  B  339. 

Botard,  adj-  foolish,  B  391. 

Bote,  V.  dote,  grow  foolish,  L.  a6i  a; 
Boten,  act  foolishly,  Qt  983. 

Both,  pr.  8.  causes,  B.  389 ;  Both . . .  cazie, 
causes  to  be  carried,  A  3410 ;  makes,  F 
1257 ;  imp.  pL  do  ye,  B  2785.    See  Boon. 

Bouble,  adj,  twofold,  4.  109;  deoeitftil, 
HF.  285. 

Boablenease,  8.  duplicity,  7.  159 ;  9.  63. 

Bouoet,  adJ,  dulcet,  ie.  dulcet  (pipe), 
sweet-soundinif  (pipe)>  HF.  1221. 

Boiighter,  e.  daughter,  T.  iii  3 ;  Bongh- 
tren,  pi,  T.  iv.  22. 

Boiunb,  adj.  dumb,  A  774. 

Bonn,  8,  down,  soil  feathers,  9.  45. 

Boiin,  adv.  down,  F  323 ;  up  and  doun,  in 
all  directions,  in  all  ways,  B  53. 

Boone,  dot.  down,  hill,  B  1986. 

Bounere,  adv,  more  downward,  A.  iL  12. 

22. 

Boon-right,  adv,  at  once,  H  228. 

Boonward,  adv.  outward,  southward,  A. 
ii  40.  63. 

Bootanoe,  a.  doubt,  T.  iv.  963 ;  pL  per- 
plexities, T.  i  2oa 

Boote,  8.  doubt,  i.  25 ;  fear,  F  1096, 1  91 ; 
peril,  Li  1613 ;  suspense,  E  1731 ;  laok. 


T.  iL  366 ;  mttcfdcmie,  doubtleas,  A  487 : 
sane  d.,  without  doubt,  B  1838;  m?Uk- 
outen  d,,  certainly.  L.  383. 

Boutelees,  ado.  without  doubt,  certainly. 
T.  ii  494 ;  A  1831. 

Booten,  v,  fear,  I64S;  pr.X  fear*,  I  953 : 
Bouteth,  imp.  pL  fear,  T.  i  683. 

Boutoos,  adj.  doubtful,  T.  iv.  99a. 

B'outremere,  adj.  £rom  beyond  the  seas, 
foreign,  imported,  3.  253. 

Bouve,  8,  dove,  5.  341 ;  pigeon,  C  397. 

Bowaire,  8.  dower,  E  848. 

Bowe,  I  pr.  8.  grant,  give,  T.  v.  aya. 

Bowve ;  see  Bonve. 

Bradde ;  see  Brede. 

Brai;  8.  draff,  reAise  (of  com),  chaff,  1 35 : 
L.  31a  a, 

Braf-sek,  e.  sack  AUl  of '  draff,*  A  4206. 

Bragges,  pi  digestive  sweetmeats,  A 
426  (in  MS.  HarL  only ;  other  U8S.  have 
droggee). 

BrAgoon,  «.  dragon,  Ll  1430,  1581 ;  foil  0/ 
the  dr.,  the  Bnigon's  tail,  A.  il  4.  36: 
the  point  where  a  planet  (esp.  the  moon  1 
passed  from  tiie northern  to thesoathem 
side  of  the  ecliptic.  (The  opposite  node 
was  called  the  Bragon*8  Head.) 

Brasty,  adj.  filthy,  worthless,  B  21 13,  212a 
C£  A.  a  dretten,  dcarttan,  dregSL 

Brat,  pr.  a  0/ Brede. 

Braught  (of  drink),  L.  2667;  move  at 
chess,  3.  682. 

Brawe,  v.  draw,  incline,  E  314  ;  dr.  him, 
withdraw  himself,  F355 ;  bring  ftxrward, 
B.  6  ;  V.  attract,  B.  1183  ;  recall,  A  2074 ; 
ger.  to  draw,  to  carry,  A  1416 ;  to  bring 
back,  I  239 ;  Braweth  along,  pr.  a.  pro- 
longs, B  I.  m  I.  32  (Lat  protrahU);  pr. 
pL  r^  withdraw  themselves,  F  252; 
Brough,p<. «.  drew,  A  4304  ;  drcrw  alon^, 
T.  V.  1558 ;  r^  drew  himself,  appr<oached. 
B  1710 ;  Brow,  pt  8.  drew,  B  3294  ;  drpw 
near,  B  993 ;  moved  (as  the  sonX  5. 490; 
hoisted,  Ll  1563 ;  Brew,  pt  «.  attnctcd, 
3.  864 ;  droioe  to  record,  didst  bring  to 
witness,  16.  22  ;  Browe,  pt  pi*  drew,  K 
1678;  Brawe,  pp.  drawn,  T.  ill  (^4: 
pree.  part,  resorting,  B  1217. 

Breoohe,  v.  be  tedious,  T.  ii.  1264  ;  ger.  t« 
vex,  T.  iL  1471 ;  2  pr.  pt  tan^,  T.  iv. 
1446 ;  pp.  vesEed,  troubled,  B  4077. 

Brecchinge,  8.  prolonging,  I  1000; 
Breeching,  delay,  T.  iii.  853. 

Brede, «.  dread,  fear,  A 1998;  tmoestalnty, 
17.  28 ;  doubt,  5. 52  ;  ft  it  mo  dredA,  with- 
out doubt,  B  869,  E  1155 ;  out  ctf  dred*, 
without  doubt,  £  634 ;  pL  feaxa,  T.  L 
463. 
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Drede^v.  dread,  fSear,  i.  76;  r^  dxead^ 
A  660 ;  ger.  to  be  dreaded,  to  be  feared, 
B  4253 ;  Drat,  pr. «.  dreadeth,  dreads,  T. 
iiL  338 ;  Dredde,  1  pt, «.  waaaftaid,  T.  11 
48J ;  Dradde,  pt  «.  feared,  B  3402 ; 
Dradde  him,  was  afraid,  B  3918 ;  Bxad- 
den, ptpL  O  IS]  Drad, pp,  E  69. 

I>Ted^es,  adj.  fearkaa,  B  3.  m  12.  11. 

Dredelas,  adv.  withoat  doubt,  certainly, 

3-  7^4- 
DredfiiL  adj.  temible,  B  3558;  faazftil, 

timid,  L.  109 ;  cantioiu,  A  1479. 
PredftOly,  adv.  timidly,  T.  ii  iia& 
I>reiiit,  -e ;  we  Drenohen. 
Drexned  me^pt.  $.  I  dreamt,  B.  51. 
I>rexningeB,  pi.  dreams,  B  4280. 
Brenohen,  (i)  ger.  to  dro-wn,  A  3617; 
Drenche,  v.  dro'wn,  HF.  205;    do  mtf 
drenche^  make  (men)  drown  me,  caiue 
jne  to  be  drowned,  £  2201 :  Drenohen  (2) 
V.  be  drowned,  A  3521;  be  oTerwhelmfid, 
Ii.  2919  ;  pr.  8.  Bwampe,  I  363;  Dreinte, 
pLa.  (i)  drowned,  3.  72  ;  Breynte,  pi.  a. 
drowned,  I  839 ;  Dreynte,  pt.  a.  (2)  was 
drowned,  B  923 ;  Drejmte,  apLpL  were 
drowned,  T.  iv.  930 ;  pL  pL  drowned,  F 
1378 ;  Drenched,  pp.  drowned,  L.  2178 ; 
Dreynt,  pp.  3.  148 ;  Dreynte,  pp.  OM  d<f. 
adj.  drowned,  B  69  ;  pp.  pL  B.F.  333. 

I>Tenobixig, «,  drowning,  A  2456,  B  485.  . 

DreiinoaBe,  8.  sadness,  T.  i.  701. 

I>rary,  adj.  sad,  E  514  ;  terrijOed,  L.  810. 

Dresae, «.  direct,  14.  3 ;  dispose,  get  ready, 
T.  ii.  71 ;  prepare,  E  1049  i  ^^^  ^^  order, 
A  106 ;  V.  r^.  address  oneself,  £  1007 ; 
direct  himself,  go,  A3468;  direct  myself^ 
B.  no ;  address  himself,  direct  himself 
{or  perhaps^  moxmt),  T.  ▼.  37;  Dresse 
her,  settle  herself^  L.  804 ;  Dresse,  ger. 
to  direct,  B  2308 ;  ger.,r^.  prepare  him- 
self, T.  V.  279  ;  prepare,  5.  88 ;  j^t.  «.  r^ 
raised  himself,  T.  iii  71 ;  took  np  his 
station,  A  33^ ;  pp.  arrayed,  £  2561 ; 
prepared,  5.  665. 

Breye,  adj.  dry,  A  3024,;  as  «.,  5. 380. 

Breyeth,  pr.  a.  dries  up,  drains,  I  848. 

Breynt,  -e ;  see  Drenohe. 

Broggea,  jA.  drags,  A  426. 

Brogh ;  see  Brawe, 

Broghte,  a.  drought,  A  2,  595. 

Bronkelewe,  adj.  addicted  to  drink,  B 
23831  0  495»  I>  2043. 

Brough,  pi.  a.  Af  Drawe. 

Broughte,  a.  thirst  (siti),  B  2.  p  7.  44. 

Brouped,  pL  a.  were  draggled,  A  107. 

Brovy,  adj-  dirty,  maddy,  I  816. 

Brow,  -6  ;  see  Brawe. 

Bruerye,  a.  affection,  K  844. 


Bragge,p0r.  to  dradge,  A  14x6. 
Bnmken,  adj.  causing  drunkenness,  ^ 

181. 
Brye,  ger.  to  endure,  T.  y.  42 ;  v.  suffer, 

endure,  4.  951. 

Bryve,  v.  drive,  F  183 ;  hasten,  D  1694 ; 

.   whirl  round,  lOw  46 ;  pass  away,  T.  v. 

394;    dryw  otMiy,  pass   away,    0  628; 

Dryveth  ibrth,  pr,  a.  continues,  goes  on 

with,  T.  i  1092 ;  Dryfth,  pr.  a.  impels, 

T.  V.  1332 ;  Diyven  (the  dAy\  pr.pl.  pass 

(the  dayX  L.  2620;  Dr66f,  pt.  a.  drove, 

brought,  T.  v.  475 ;  incited,  T.  iU-  994 ; 

Drive,  pp.  driven,  passed  away,  T.  v. 

389 ;  completed,  F  1230. 

Bnetee,  a.  duty,  A  3060 ;  debt,  D  1391 ; 

sum  due,  D  1352. 
Baloamon,  a.  an  inexplicable  dilemma, 

one's  wit's  end,  T.  iii.  931. 
Bnlla,  ger.  to  feel  dull,  T.  ii  1035 ;  makes 
dull,  stupefies,  O  1073,  1172  ;  Dulled,  ^jp. 
made  ot  none  effect,  I  233. 
Bon,  adj.  swarthy,  B.  1213 ;  Donne,  pL 

dusky,  T.  ii.  908 ;  dun-coloured,  5.  334. 
Bun,  a.  the  dun  horse,  H  5.     *  Dun  is  in 
the  mire  *  is  the  name  of  an  old  rustic 
gamSb 
Bangeoun,  t.  keep-tower,  chief  castle,  L. 

937- 
Bure,  V.  last,  endure,  A  2770 ;  remain,  A 

1236 ;  live,  T.  iv.  765 ;  continue,  F  836. 
Buresae,  a.  hardship,  T.  v.  399. 
Bnrre,  ger.  to  dare  (to  doX  T.  v.  840.   See 

Durren  in  Stratmann  ;  and  aee  Bar. 
Burring,  8m  daring,    bravery;    d.   don, 
daring  to  do,  courage  to  execute,  T.  v. 
«37. 
Biirate ;  see  Bar. 
Busked,  pt  pL  grew  dim,  A  2806. 
Bwale,  a.  soporific  drink,  A  4161. 
Bwelle,  V.  remain,  A  1661 ;  tarry,  stay,  3. 
712 ;  ger.  to  delay,  HF.  252  ;  Dwelled,  pp. 
dwelt,  A 1228 ;  imp.  a.  remain,  T.  iv.  1449. 
Bwellinges,  a.  pL  delays,  B  i.  m  i.  33 

(Lat  moraa). 
Bwyned,  pp.  aa  adj.  dwindled,  R.  36a 
By,  say ;  Ja  voua  dy,  I  tell  you,  D  1832, 

1838. 
Bye,  V.  die,  2.  7  ;  ger.  to  die,  B  114 ;  Dyde, 
pt  8.  died,  HF.    106,  380;  jpt  «.  aubj. 
would  die,  D  965.    See  Beye. 
Byen,  ger.  to  dye,  B  4648^ 
Byere,  a.  dyer,  A  362. 
Byi2Xge,  a.  death,  B  3073. 
Byke,  v.  to  make  dikes  or  ditches,  A  536. 
Bya,  y<.  dice,  A  123&    See  Bees. 
Byte,  a.  ditty,  23.  16.    See  Bitee. 
Byrerseih,  pr.  «.  varies,  T.  iii  1752. 
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Sbbe,  s.  low  water,  F  359. 

Ebben,  «.  ebb,  T.  iv.  1145. 

Eoolesiaste,  «.  minister,  A  708. 

Ech,  adj.  each,  A  39,  369. 

aSohe,  v.  increaM,  augment,  T.  i.  887,  ilL 
1509 ;  £r^.  enlarge,  add  to,  HF.  2065. 

Echiiies,  9.  pL  Bea-nrohins,  B  3.  m  8.  20 
(Lat  echinis), 

Eohoon,  each  one,  L.  290;  A  2655; 
Echone,  pL  (?),  all,  eveiy  one,  C  113. 

Edified,  pp.  built  up,  B  4.  p  6w  284. 

Eek,  adv.  also,  eke,  moreover,  A  5,  41. 

Eem,  9.  uncle,  T.  i  1002.    A.  8.  Aim. 

Eest,  adv,  eastward,  3.  88. 

Eet,  -e  ;  see  Ete. 

EfGBot,  f.  deed,  reality,  T.  i  748 ;  result, 
HF.  5;  Theffect  {/or  the  effect),  the 
sequel,  L.  623 ;  in  ^ect^  in  fact,  in 
reality,  in  practice,  A  319. 

Eft,  adv.  again,  A  1669 ;  another  time,  3. 
41. 

Eft-sone,  adv.  soon  after,  G  1288;  im- 
mediately afterwards,  I  89 ;  soon  after 
this,  H  65 ;  hereafter,  G  933  ,*  again,  B 
909  ;  Eflsones,  adv.  very  soon,  L.  2322. 

Egal,  adj.  equal,  T.  iii  137. 

Egal,  adv.  equally,  T.  iv.  66a 

Egalitee,  s.  equality,  I  949. 

Egaly,  adv.  equably,  B  2.  p  4.  141 ;  im- 
partially, B  5.  p  3. 142. 

3Bgge,«.  edge,  sharp  side,  T.  iv.  937;  sword, 
9.  19. 

Eggeth,  pr.  a.  incites,  B.  182, 

Eggement,  s.  instigation,  incitement,  B 
842. 

Egging,  8.  instigation,  £  2135. 

Egle,  s.  eagle,  HF.  499. 

Egre,  adj.  sharp,  sour,  B.  217 ;  bitter,  B 
2367;  keen,  1 117. 

Egremoine,  s.  agrimony,  G  800. 

Egren,  v.  incite  (lit.  make  eagerX  B  4. 
P6.  335. 

Elghte,  eighth,  F  128a 

Eightetene,  eighteen,  A  3323. 

Eightetethe,  ord.  adj.  eighteenth,  B  5. 

Eir,  s.  air,  A  1346,  3473. 

Eisel,  a.  vinegar,  B.  217. 

Ekko,  «.  echo,  £  1189. 

Bide,  a.  old  age,  age,  T  ii.  393*  399 ;  ^^ng 
lapse  of  time,  7.  13. 

Elde,  V.  grow  old,  B.  396;  i>r.  #.  ages, 
makes  old,  B.  391. 

Elder,  adj.  older,  B  1720,  345CX 

Elder-fader,  a,  grandfather,  B  2.  p  4. 
50. 

Eldres,  pL  ancestors,  B  3388. 


Elaooioiiii,  a.  choice,  5.  409,  6ai ;  election 

(in  astrologyX  B  312. 
Elenge,  04;^  miserable,  B  1413,  D  1199. 
MeTat,  pp.  elevated,  A.  iL  23.  29. 
Elf-queen,  a.  faixy-queen,  B  1978,  D  86a 
Bllebor,  a.  hellebore,  SaUebonu  niger,  B 

4154. 
EUes,  adv.  else,  otherwise,  3.  997;  elUa 

god  fofUdA,   God  forbid  it  slMmld  be 

otherwise,  G  1046. 
Blongaoioan,  a.  angular  distance,  A.  iL 

25.  66. 
Elvish,  adj.  elvish,  L  e.  absent  In  demea- 
nour, B  1893 ;  foolish,  G  751,  84a. 
Embaasadrye,  a.  embassy,  negociaticm, 

B233. 
Bmbatune,   v.    embalm,    L.    676;   pp. 

covered  with  balm,  B.  1663. 
Bmbelif;  adj.  oblique,  A.  i   xx  3;  (as 

applied  to  angles)  acute,  A.  IL  2d  391 

See  the  New  E.  Diet 
Embellsed,  pp.  beautifled,  B  2.  p  5.  7c. 
Bmbooed,  pp.  plunged  deeply  into  the 

thicket,  quite  hidden,  3.  553. 
Embraoinge,  a.  embrace,  1 944. 
Embrouded,  pp.  embroidered,  adorned, 

A89. 
Embroudinge,  s.  embroidezy,  I  417. 
Embosshementa,  pL  ambuscades,  B  3509. 
Emeraude,  a.  emerald,  B  17991 
Ernes,  gen.  uncle's,  T.  ii  466.    See  Eem. 
Emf orth,  prep,  as  &r  as  extends,  to  th<> 

extent  of,  A  2235.    Em-  is  from  AS. 

ffliM,  for  efeny  even. 
Emisfperles,  a.  pi.  hemispherea,  A.  i  i&  (^ 
Empeireden,  pt.  pi.  made  worse,  B  2309. 
Emplastre,  2  pr.  pL  plaster  over,  bedaub, 

£2207. 
Empoisoned,  i>p.  poisoned,  B  2519,  38901 
Empoisoning,  a.  poisoning,  G  891. 
Empoysoner,  a.  poisoner,  G  894. 
Emprenting,  a.  impression,  F  854. 
Emprinteth,  imp.  pL  impress,  £  119J1; 

£mprented,j>p.  imprinted,  F  832  ;  taken 

an  impression  of,  £  21 17. 
Empryse,  a.  entcoprise,  undertaking,  L 

617,  1452. 
Empte,  V.  empty,  make  empty,  G  741; 

pp.  aa  iuij.  exhausted,  B  i.  p  i.  10  ;  worn 

out,  shrunken  (Lat.  ifflBtoX  B  i.  nx  i.  ja 
Enbasahlnge,  a.  bewilderment,  amaae- 

ment,  B  4.  p  i.  43. 
Enbatailled,  adj.  embattled,  B.  tjg. 
Enbibing,  a.  absorption,-  G  8L4. 
Enbraoe,  v.  embrace,  hold  firmly,  31.  i*; 

£nbraoed,  pp.  surrounded,  T.  v.  x8i<t 
Enbrouden,  v.  embroider.  Lb  2351 ;  pp. 

L.  119,  327. 
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Bnoexifl,  #.  incense,  A  2499. 

ISnoenae,  v.  to  offer  incense,  G  595,  413. 

BnchaniouTS,  j»£.  insards,  I  603. 

ISncbAufeth,  pr.  $.  bums,  B  5.  m  3.  19. 

Snohaunten,  v.  enchant,  T.  iv.  1395. 

"BSnchi^woTiTi,  «.  occasion,  leason,  B  2783 ; 
canse,  T.  i  681. 

Bnolos,  pp.  enclosed,  B.  138,  1653. 

Bnclynlng,  9,  inclination,  HF.  734. 

Encombarous,  adj.  ctiinbenome,  oppres- 
sive, boxdensome,  18.  42  ;  HF.  85a. 

Ihioombraunoe,  s.  encumbrance,  £  196a 

Bnoombre,  v,  encumber,  L.  aoo6;  pp. 
endangered,  stuck  fiut,  A  508;  hun- 
pered,  B.  889;  hindered,  I  687;  em- 
barrassed, weaiy,  A  718. 

Snoorporing,  «.  inooiporation,  G  815. 

Sncrees,  $,  increase,  A  2184. 

Bnorese,  v.  increase,  a.  10^;  Enoressed, 
pp.  £  408 ;  enriched,  B  1271. 

Endamagen,  v.  harm,  B  x.  p  4.  91 ;  pp. 
compromised,  B  x.  p  i.  73. 

Bnde,  s.  end,  A 15 ;  purpose,  B  481 ;  point, 

B-973. 

Ended,  i>p.  finite,  Ba.  p  7.  113. 

Endelees,  a4j.  Infinite,  H  322. 

Endelong,  adv.  allalong,  A  a678 ;  length- 
ways, A  1991. 

Endelong,  prep,  all  along,  F  99a ;  along, 
Ii.  1498 ;  down  along,  F  416. 

Endentinge, «.  indentation,  1 417.  JB»- 
dented  or  Indented  is  an  hwaldic  term, 
signifying  notched  with  regular  and 
equal  indentations. 

Sndere,  a  cause  of  the  end,  A  3776 ;  i  e. 
who  dost  end,  G  a  18. 

Endetted,  pp.  indebted,  G  734. 

Ending-day,  a.  death-day,  x8.  55. 

Enditemants,  «.  pi.  indictments,  I  8oa 

Endlang,  adv.  along,  lengthways.  See 
Endelong. 

Endouted,  pp.  feared  (with  me\  B. 
1664. 

Endyta,  v.  write,  dictate,  A  95,  335 ;  en- 
dite,  compose,  write,  L.  414,  2356;  re- 
late, G  80;  tell,  L.  1678;  indict,  B 
385* »  PP'  related,  B  31701 

Undyiiiig,  a  composing,  18.  77 ;  i>2.  com- 
positions, 1 1085. 

Eufiunyned,  pp.  staryed,  L.  2429. 

Bnfeoteth,  pr.  «.  infects,  L.  aa4a. 

EnfoToen,  ger.  to  eiiforoe,  B  aa33 ; 
strengthen  (your  positionX  D  340 ;  i  pr. 
8.  refi.  insist,  T.  iv.  1016 ;  Enforcen,  pr. 
pi.  gain  strength,  B  2355 ;  imp. :  en- 
deavour, B  3337. 

Enformed,  pp.  informed,  E  738,  F  335  ; 
instructed,  I  ^58. 


Enfoxtdnad,  j:>e.  s.  endowed  with  powers, 
4.259* 

Engendze,  «.  procreate,  B  3148;  pro- 
duce, B  3583  ;  V.  beget,  E  137a  ;  pr.  pi. 
are  produced,  B  4113. 

Engendringe,  a  product,  B  3580. 

Engendnxre,  a  procreation,  B  3137; 
begetting,  5.  306;  generation,  D  isS, 
134 ;  progeny,  o£&pring,  I  631 ;  fra- 
ternity, I  375. 

English,  a  power  of  expression  in  Eng- 
lish, L.  66. 

Engreggen,  pr.  pL  burden,  1 979. 

Engyn,  a  contrivance,  T.  ill.  374 ;  device, 
B.  511 ;  machine,  F  184 ;  skill,  HF.  538. 

Engyned,  pp.  tortured,  racked,  B  4350. 

Enhabit,  pp.  devoted,  T.  iv.  443. 

Enhaonoen,  v.  raise,  A  1434;  ger.  to 
exalt,  1 614  :  Enhaunceth,  jpr.  aelevat^ 
'^7dP;pt.9.  raised,  B  ^391 ;  pp.  promoted, 
L.  1411. 

Enhauaed,  pp.  elevated,  lifted  above 
(the  horison),  A  ii.  a6.  37. 

Enhanaing,  a  elevation,  A  ii.  39.  06. 

Enhorte,  ger.  to  exhort,  A  3851. 

Bnlaoefh,  pr.a.  entangles,  B  i.  m  4. 
33 ;  pp.  involved,  made  intricate,  B  3.  p 
8.6. 

Enlumine,  v.  illumine,  I  344;  pt,  a. 
E33. 

Enlutisg,  a  securing  with  ^  lute,'  daubing 
with  day,  &o.,  to  exclude  air,  G  766. 

Enoyni,  pp.  anointed,  A  3961. 

Enpelren,  v.  ii^ure,  B  4.  p  3.  56. 

Enpoysonlnge,  a  iwisoning,  B  i.  p  3.  59. 

Enprented,  pp.  imprinted,  E  3178. 

Enpresse,  v.  make  an  impression  on, 

31.8. 

Enquere.  v.  enquire,  A  3166;  search 
into,  B6a9. 

Euqneringe,  a  inquiry,  B  888. 

Ensample,  a  example,  A  496,  505 ;  pat- 
tern, 3. 911 ;  warning,  B.  1539 ;  iustance, 
B.  1584 ;  in  «.,  to  signify,  A.  i  31.  41 ; 
pL  examples,  F  1419 ;  cases,  A  3843. 

Bnsatunpler,  a  prototype,  B  3.  m  9.  17. 

Enseigne,  a  ensign,  standard,  B.  i3oa 

Enaeled,j»p.  sealed  up,  T.  v.  151;  fully 
granted,  T.  iv.  559. 

Entaile,  a  cutting,  intaglio-work,  B. 
1081 ;  Entayle,  shape,  description,  B.  163. 

Entaile,  v.  carve,  B.  609 ;  pp.  B.  14a 

Entalenten,  pr.  pi.  stimulate,  B  5.  p  5. 6. 

Entame,  v.  re-open  (lit.  cut  into),  i.  79. 
O.F.  entamer, 

Enteccheth,  pr.  $.  infects,  B  4.  p  3.  83; 
pp.  endued  with  (good)  qualities,  T.  y. 
83a.    O.  F.  enUchier,  entaehier. 
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IBntenoioan, «.  intent,  O408;  a;ttent]on, 

T.  i.  52  ;  design,  T.  i,  an. 
Sntende,   v,  attend,  T.  iii.  414;    give 

attention  to,  D  14^;   dispose  oneself 

F  689;   ger.  to  apply  oneself,  B  5498; 

to  aim  (afterX  inoline  (to),  T.  IL  853; 

Entende,  i  pr.  s.  perceive,  T.  iv.  1649  i 

attend,    R.    597;    pret,  part    looking 

intecitly,  B  i.  p  a.  3. 
Entendemant,  9.  perception,  HF.  983. 
Sntente,  a.  intention,  intent,  A  958, 1000 ; 

design,  B  3835 ;  wish,  18.  68 ;  meaning, 

F  400, 059;  attention,  D 1374;  endeavour, 

G  6 ;  ieeUng,  5.  533,  580;  mind,  B  1740 ; 

plan,  B  147,  aoo ;  do  thyn  e.,  give  heed, 

3.  753;  as  to  comtMid.,  in  plain  language, 

F107. 
Bntenteden,  pL  pL  gave  their  attention, 

L.  1155. 
Ententif,  Ententyf;  o^/.  attentive,  HF. 

1120;  B  aao5;  eager,  B.  685;   diligent, 

B.  436;   devoted,  B.  339;    oarefbl,  E 

1288. 
Ententifly,  adv,  attentively,  HF.  616. 
Entermedled,  pp.  intermixed,  B.  906. 
Bntraille,  s,  entrails,  B  1763;   inside,  E 

1188. 
Entre,  ger.  to  enter,  5.  147,  153.    In  A.  IL 

44.  4,  etUare  hU  =  set  down  in  -writing. 
Bntreohauiigeden,i>C  pi.  interchanged, 

exchanged,    T.    ixL    1369;    pp.   inter- 
changed, T.  iv.  1043. 
Entreohannginges,   s.  pi.    mutations, 

B  I.  m  5.  38;  vicissitudes  (Lat.  uiee»\ 

B  3.  m  3.  aa 
Entreoomimen,   v.   interoommunicate, 

T.  iv.  1354, 
Entreoomtmiuge,  $.  interchange,  B  2. 

P7-63. 
Entredited,i>p.  interdicted,  I  965. 
Entree,  entry,  entrance,  B.  517,  530,  538 ; 

pi.  entrances,  HF.  1945. 
Entrelaoed,  pp.  intricate,  B  3.  p  xa.  166. 
Entremedled,  pp.   intermingled,   HF 

3124. 
Entremea,  $.  intervening  couxse,  5.  665. 
^EiUremeU,     oertaine     choice     dishes 
served   in  hetween  the  courses  of  a 
feast;*  Cotgrave. 
Entremette,  v.  r^  interfere,  D  834; 
Entremeten  (himX  meddle  with,  5.  515 ; 
imp,  f.  take  part  (in),  meddle  (with), 
T.  i  ioa6. 
Entreparten,  ger.  to  share,  T.  i  59a. 
Entreteden,  pL  pL  treated  of,  discussed, 

Ba466. 
Bntryketh,  pr.  a.  holds  &st  in  its  subtle 
grasp,  ensnares,  5.  403 ;  Sntzyked,  pp. 


entrapped,    B.     1642;     ^Inbriquer,    u> 
intricate,  involve ;  *  Cotgrave. 
Entone,  v.  intone,  tune,  T.  iv.  4. 
Entimea,  a  pL  tunes,  3.  309. 
EntysiDge,  9.  allurement,  I  353. 
EnTsniminge,   «.  poisonouB  effeei,    E 

ao6o ;  poison,  I  854. 
BnTsnyine,  v.  injfect,  D  474  ;  pp.  B  3314- 
EnTironinge,  s.  snrfiwe,  B  s  >&  4-  ^7^ 

oiruumf erenoe,  B  4.  p  6.  $5. 
Enviroim,  adv.  xoandalMKLt,  L.  soa 
Envirouna,  v.  enoompaas,  B  3.  m  9^  45  • 
prea.  parL  skirting,  going  round,  B.  516. 
BnT6Iuped,  pp.  enveloped,  involved,  r 

94a. 
Envye,  9.  envy,  B  3584 ;  longing,  B.  1653; 

to  «.,  in  tivaky,  3.  173. 
Bnvye,  v.  vie,  strive,  3.  406 ;  vie  (with . 

HF.  ia3i. 
Envyned,  pp.  stored  with  wine,  A  342.  *^ 
ISlriaicIa,  a  epioyde,  A.  iL  35.   39.    A 
small  circle,  the  centre  of  which  mans 
along  the  oiroumference  of  a  larger  one. 
Equacion,  a  equal  partition,  A.  iL  37. 
a4  ;    Equacions,  pL  equationa,  F  1279: 
Equacionns,  A.  U.  36  (rubric) ;   ealru- 
lationa,  A.  L  23.  5.    By  ^equaUons  of 
houses*  is  meant  the  divisioii  of  tbtt 
sphere  into  twelve  equal  povtions  (or 
*  houses  *),  for  astrological  porpoees. 
Eqnatea,  oc^.  pH  of  equal  length  ;  homnt 
equaleay  hours  each  oontaining  sixtj 
minutes,  A.  ii  8.  3. 
Equinozial,  a  equinoxial  ciitsle,  B  404^ 
Er,  adv.  before,  formerly,  A  3789. 
Er,  oonj.  before,  A  X040,  1155;   er  (kai, 

before,  A  36. 
Br,  prep,  before,  C  89a;  «r  ifto,   before 

then,  L.  io6a ;  er  imno,  ere  new,  F  460. 
Brbe,  9.  herb,  L.  109  a. 
Erbe  yre,  9.  herb  ive,  ground  ivy,  Jjmga 

CkamaepUye^  B4156. 
Erber,  9.  arbour,  L.  97  a.    See  Herber 
Broheiieken,  9.  arohdeaeon,  D  130a 
Ere  (Mre),  a  ear,  D  636 ;  o^srs,  in  (her)  ea/. 

T.  L  106. 
Ere,  9.  ear  (of  com),  L.  76. 
Ere  (toe),  ger.  to  plough,  A  886 ;  pp.  HF 

485.    A.  8.  erkm. 
Brl,  *.  earl,  B  3597,  3^46.  j 

Erme,  v.  feel  sad,  grieve,  3.  80;    C  jii. 

A.S.  sannlcMi,  yrsuM. 
Emestftil,  adj.  serious,  T.  iL   1737 ;   £ 

"75- 
Brratik,  adj.  wandering,  T.  ▼.  tSia. 
Erraunt,  <idj.  arrant,  H  224;    ernmt, 

stray  (because  near  the  *"*«*** Vf  of  the 

chess-board),  3.  66t. 
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ISxxest,  3  pr.  »,  -wanderest,  T.  iy.  30a. 
Stb,  8.  bottocks,  A  3734.    A.S.  ears. 
Sr&rt,  adv.  first,  at  first,  HF.  M75 ;  A  776 ; 

before,  16.  21 ;  aforetime,  B,  69a  ]  at «., 

first,  for  the  first  time,  B  1884,  Qt  151 ; 

at  last,  T.  1  84a ;  &  tAon,  before,  A  1566 ; 

Umg  e.  er,  long  first  before,  G  662. 
SrtbaB,   t.   p{w   lands,   oonntries,  B  i. 

in'3.  61. 
Bsohaufen,  ger.  to  bam ;  pr,  a,  chafes, 

I  657  ;i»P.  Ideated,  1 546. 
Eeohaufinge,  a  heating,  I  537 ;  J>^  e>^- 

kindlings,  I  916. 
Esohaunge,  a  exchange,  A  378 ;  pi.  in- 

terohangings,  HF.  697. 
Bsohew,  adj.  averse,  I  971;  Eschn,  E 

1S12. 
BsohewB,  o.  escape;  Eschne,  v,  avoid, 

T.  U.  696;  A  3043 ;  shun,  G  4  j  apr.pL 

eschew,  avoid,  T.  i.  344  ;  Eschewed,  pp. 

B  4538 ;  imp.  s,  T.  ii.  10x8. 
ISse,   a  ease,  E  217,  434;    amusement, 

delight,  A  768,  G  746 ;  do  yow  e.,  give 

jaa  pleasure,  6.  78 ;  toel  at  a,  ftUIy  at 

ease,  T.  ii  75a 
Bee,  V.  ease,  3. 556 ;  relieve,  L.  1704 ;  give 

ease  (to),  B.  316 ;  Esen,  ^^.  to  entertain, 

A  J194 ;  pp,  entertained,  A  29. 
Ssexnent,  «.  benefit,  A  4179,  4186. 
Eapaoe,  a  space  of  time,  B  22x9. 
EQ»eoes,  a  pi.  kinds,  varieties  (of  sin),  I 

44«. 
EsplAille,  a  sets  of  spies,  B  2509,  B  1323. 
IS^yye,  a  spy,  T.  it  xiia.  ■ 
Sspye,  j^.  to  observe,  B.  795 ;  v.  per- 

oeive,  HF.  706 ;  einqmre  about,  B  180 ; 

look  about,  L.  858. 
SSsscyne,  a  excuse,  1 164.  Mod.  R  eMcrfn. 
Est^  a  east,  B  297,  493,  3657. 
SSstableth,  pr.  a  settles,  causes,  B  4.  p 

4.51. 
Sastat,  a  state,  condition,  L.  125;  rank, 

T.  V.  1035;   position,  E  1969;   Estaat, 

state,  condition,  rank,  B  973,  3592,  3647; 

way,  E  610 ;  term  of  office,  D  20x8. 
Sstatlioh,  adj.  stately,  dignified,  A  140 ; 

suitable  to  one's  estate,  B  3902. 
Xtetatuts,  a  ordinances,  B  2.  p  i.  48. 
Satraunge,  adj.  strange,  T.  i.  1084. 
Estrea,  pL  inward   parts,  recesses   (of 

a  building),  L.  1715 ;  A  1971 ;  recesses, 

B.  1448 ;  interior,  A  4295. 
XSsy,  adj.  euty^  A  223 ;  moderate,  A  441 ; 

gentle,  5.  382. 
Ste,  V.  eat,  A  947 ;  Et,  pr.  a  eats,  L^  1389 ; 

Eet,  pt  a  ate,  T.'v.  1439 ;  A  2048,  3421 ; 

Eete,  pt  pL  ate,  9.  xi ;  Ete,  pt.  pL  3. 

432 ;  Eten,£p.  eaten,  A  4351, 


Xteme,  04/.  eternal,  A  1109,   ^990',  <• 

eternity,  T.  iv.  978. 
lithe,  adj.  ei^y,  T.  v.  850. 
Etik,  the  Ethics  of  Aristotle,  L.  166. 
Erangyle,  a  gospel,  B.  445 ;  pZ.  B  666. 
Even,  adj.  even,  equal,  same,  HF.  10; 

exact,  B.  1350. 
Even,  adv.  exactly,  3.  44X ;  evenly,  D 

2249 ;  regularly,  B.  526 ;  Evene  jqynant, 

closely  adjoining,  A   1060;  J^l  even, 

actually,  3.  1329 
ETone-oristene,  a    fellow-Christian,  I 

395,  *«. 
Even-lyk,  adj.  similar,  B  5.  p  2.  25. 
Ever,  adv.  ever,  always,  A  50,  Ac. ;  Ever 

in  oon,  alwtfys  alike,  eontinually,  T. 

V.  451 ;  incessantly,  A  1771. . 
Everioh,  each,  A  1186;    every,  A  241; 

each  one,  A  371 ;   every  one,  E   1017 ; 

a  cf  keai,  either  of  the  two,  B  1004 ; 

Sverich  other,  each  other,  7.  53. 
Sveriohoon,  every  one,  A  31,  747 ;  each 

one,  L.  2567 ;  Everiohone,  pj^  eiu^  one 

(of  us),  HF.  337 ;  each  of  them  all,  all 

of  them,  T.  iii.  412. 
Ever-mo,  adv.  for   ever,    always,  con- 
tinually, L.  X239,  3035,  2634. 
Eirerydeel,  adv.  every  whit,  A  368,  D  162 ; 

altogether,  A  3303. 
Evidently,  adv.  by  observation,  A  ii  23. 

rubric 
Ew,a  yew-tree,  A  2933  ;  (collectively)  yew- 

trees,  B.  1385. 
Exaltaeiotin,  a  (astrological)  exaltation, 

D  703,  E  2224. 
Ezaltat,  08  pp.  exalted,  D  704. 
Exametron,  a.  a  hexameter,  B  3169. 
Ezouaasoioiin,  a  false  excuse,  1 680;  plea, 

1 164. 
Exooae,  a  ;  /or  myn  a,  in  my  excuse,  7. 

305. 
Ezeoateth,  pr.  a  performs,  A 1664 ;  Exe- 

out,  pp.  executed,  T.  iiL  622. 
Exeoatour,  a  executant,  D  aoxa 
Exeontrioe,  a  causer,  T.  iii  617. 
Exeroitaoioun,  a.  exercise,  B  4.  p  6.  298. 
Ezistenoe,  a  reality,  HF.  266. 
EzorsiBaolaans,  pi,  exorcisms,  spells  to 

raise  spirits,  HF.  1263. 
Ezpans,  adj.  (oalouU^ed)  separately,  F 

1275.    See  Afmi  expanaL 
Ezpoune,  v.  explain,  B3398,  G86;  Ex- 

pouned,  pt.  a  B  3346,  3399. 
Ezpres,  adj,  expressed,  made  dear,  D 

1169. 
Expres,  adv.  expressly,  C  182,  D  719. 
E^rene,  ger,  to  declare,  17.  5 ;  v.  relate, 

G105. 
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SzpulBif;  adj.  ezpellent,  A  3749. 

Sxtenden,  pr.  pi.  are  extended,  B  461. 

SSztree, «  axle-tree,  A.  i  14.  a. 

By,  s.  egg,  B  4035,  G  806. 

By,  interj.  eh !  T.  iL  laS ;  alaB !  T.  ir.  1087 ; 
what  I  G  78a. 

Eye,  A  eye;  <U  eye,  evidently,  L.  100; 
Eyen,  pL  eym,  i.  105 ;  Eyen  sight,  eye- 
sight, D  ao6a    See  Te. 

Eyed,  adj.  endowed  with  eyes,  T.  iv.  1459. 

Eyle,  V.  ail,  A  3434. 

Eyr,  9.  air,  HF.  954 ;  L.  148a ;  Elr,  A 1346, 
3473 ;  Eyre,  dot  air,  gas,  G  767. 

Eyr,  e.  heir,  L.  1598,  1819. 

EyriBh,  adj.  of  the  air,  afiiial,  HF.  93a,  965. 

Eyae,  «.  ease,  D  aioi.    See  Bee. 


Faoe,  i.  face,  A  109, 458;  a  technical  term 
in  astrology,  sigmJ^png  the  third  part 
of  a  sign  (of  the  xodiaoX  ten  degrees  in 
extent,  F  50,  ia88. 

Paoound,  adj.  eloqnent,  5.  sai. 

Faoonnde,  a.  eloquence,  flnency,  3.  936 ; 
C  SP. 

Faoultee,  s.  capacity,  authority,  or  dis- 
position, A  344  i  branch  of  study.  HF. 
248. 

Fade,  adj.  faded,  B.  311. 

Fader,  «.  father,  A  100;  Fader,  91011.  A 
781 ;  fadfir  day,  other's  time,  B  3374 ; 
fader  kin,  father's  race,  ancestry,  G  839 ; 
pL  ancestors,  E  61 ;  originators,  B  139. 

Fadxne,  pi.  fathoms,  A  3916. 

Fadres-in-lawe,  pL  parente-in-law,  B  a. 
P3.42. 

Faile,  s.  failure;  wtOumtm  /.,  without 
fail,  3.  48  ;  aanefaiUe,  B  501. 

Fallen,  v.  fUl,  grow  dim,  5. 85 ;  prea,paTt. 
failing,  remote,  A.  ii  4.  30. 

Fair,  adj.  fine,  D  3353 ;  good,  excellent,  A 
154 ;  a  fcUr,  a  good  one,  A  165 ;  ae  «.,  a 
fair  thing,  excellent  thing  (sarcasti- 
cally), T.  iii  850 ;  «oc.  O  fair  one !  HF. 
518  ;  j>£.  A  334 ;  clean,  B.  571 ;  specious, 
B.437. 

Faire,  adv.  flurly,  B..  774,  798 ;  honestly, 
■^  539 ;  courteously,  B.  593 ;  clearly,  D 
114a  ;  prosperously,  L.  186,  377. 

Faire,  s.  fair,  market,  B  1515. 

Faire  Bewthelees,  Fair  Unpitying  One, 
La  Belle  Dame  tans  Herd,  6.  31. 

Faimesae,  a,  beauty,  A  1098 ;  honesty  of 
life,  A  519U 

Fair-Semblannt,  Ftoir-show,  B.  963. 

Falding,  a  a  sort  of  ooaxse  cloth,  A  391, 
3a". 


Fallen,  v,  happen,  T.  iv.  976;  light,  E 
136 ;  suit,  E  359 ;  prosper,  L.  186 ;  pr.  a. 
iuhj.  may  befall,  B.  798 ;  iny^ert,  may  it 
befall,  L.  377 ;  |>r.  a.  comes  as  by  acci- 
dent, 6.  4;  comes,  3.  706;  suffers  de- 
pression (an  astrological  termX  D  tcxz, 
705;  Falles,j>r.<.  (Northern  form),  £Uls, 
A  404a ;  belongs,  3.  357 ;  Fallen,  pr.  pt. 
happen,  come  to  paaB,B.3o;  Yel^ipta. 
fell,  a.  15;  Til,  pL  $.  fell,  A  845;  hap- 
pened, L.  589, 1163 ;  waa  fitting,  Ii.  a474  ; 
ja  an  depe,  fell  asleep,  HF.  114 ;  JO.  of 
"hie  accord,  agreed  with  him,  F  741 ;  oi 
/«r  a*  reson^  as  fkr  as  reason  extended, 
F  570;  Fille,  I  pt  pL  fell,  became,  D 
813;  FOlen,  pt.  pL  fell,  B  31S3,  3620; 
Fille,  pL  pi.  HF.  1659 ;  fiOe  m  epecMe  - 
fell  to  talking,  F  964 ;  Falle,  pp.  iailen, 
L.  1736,  i8a6 ;  happened,  A  324 ;  acci- 
dentally placed,  F  684 ;  Falling,  prm, 
pt.  felling,  causing  to  &11,  T.  ii.  1382. 

Fals,  adj.  fieilse,  3.  618  ;  faiUe  get,  cheating 
contrivance,  G  1377 ;  voc  B  4416. 

Falaen,  V.  falsify,  A  3175 ;  deceive,  L 1640; 
betray,  T.  v.  1845 ;  False,  v.  be  untrue 
to,  3.  1334 :  pp,  falsified,  broken  (faithi, 
F637. 

Falwe,  adj.  fallow,  yeUowiah,  HF.  1936 ; 
A  1364. 

Falwea,  pi.  fallow-ground,  D  656. 

Fame,  a  notoriety,  A  3148 ;  mmonr,  ii> 
134a;  good  report,  E  418;  Fames,  pL 
rumours,  HF.  1393. 

Familer,  e.  familiar  fkiend,  B  4  p  6.  355. 

Famulier,  adj.  familiar,  at  home,  A  215, 
B  ia3i ;  of  one's  own  hoosehold,  £  1784 ; 
Famulere,  affable,  L.  1606. 

Fan,  a  vane,  quintain,  H  43. 

Fanne, ».  fan,  A  3315. 

Fanftastyk,  adj.  belonging  to  the  fancy, 
A  1376.  Used  with  reference  to  tti« 
portion  of  the  brain  in  the^Vtmi  cf  the 
head. 

Fantaflye,  a  fancy,  HF.  593 ;  delight,  A 
3191 ;  imagining,  HF.  993 ;  fiancy,  plea> 
sure,  D  190 ;  imagination,  A  3835,  3840: 
im aginary  olject,  9.  51 ;  desire,  will,  B 
3475;  Fanta^es,  pL  fancies,  F  J05; 
wishes,  B  3465. 

Fantome,  a.  phantasm,  delusion,  B  \o^. 

Faroed,  pp.  stuffed,  L.  1373. 

Fare,  a.  behaviour,  conduct,  A  1809,  B 
1453 ;  condition,  3.  63  ;  good  speed,  HF. 
683;  business,  goings-oxi,  T.  iiL  1106; 
bustle,  ado,  HF.  1965 ;  company,  T.  iil 
605 ;  evdfare,  ill  hap,  3.  62. 

Faren,  v.  behave,  T.  iv.  1087 ;  doU  Jitrt, 
causes  to  behave  or  feel,  T.  i.  ^a6\  Fare, 
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ger.  to  go,  travel,  T.  v.  ax,  279 ;  to  pro- 
ceed, A  a435 ;  Ptare,  i  jw.  A  go,  Q  733 ;  it 
is  with  me  (thrui),  7.  300 ;  am,  B  1676 ; 
Farest,  2  pr.  8.  actest,  5.  599 ;  art,  HF. 
8S7 ;  iSEu^th,  pr.  a  acts,  D  1088 ;  is,  3. 
113;  happens,  HP.  271 ;  1  pr,pL  live,  G 
663 ;  apr.  pt.  behave,  X>  85a  ;  pr.  pi.  seem, 
I  414;  Fare,  pr.  a  Midi,  may  fare,  F 
1579 ;  Ferde,  i  pt,  a  fared,  T.  iL  1006 ; 
felt,  3.  99»  785 ;  '''"w  placed,  5.  152 ;  pt  a 
behaved,  A  1373;  happened,  T.  i  22$ ; 
was,  B.  876 ;  seemed,  B.  249 ;  went  on, 
HF.  153a ;  Ferden,  pt  pi.  behaved,  A 
1647 ;  Ferde,  pt.  a  $ubj.  should  fare,  B. 
271 ;  Faren,  pp.  Ikred,  T.  v.  466;  D 1773 ; 
gone,  B  4069 ;  Fare,  pp.  &red,  D  1783, 
gone,  A  3436 ;  walked,  L.  3309 ;  Ferd, 
pp.  fared,  T.  iv.  1094 ;  Faringe,  pret.  pL 
as  adj. ;  6ese  /.,  best  looking,  fairest  of 
behaviour,  F  932 ;  /.  aright,  prosper,  T. 
L  878 ;  Jhr  teeZ,  farewell,  B  116 ;  Fareth, 
imp.  pL  fare,  £  1688;  /.  «mZ,  finrewell,  T. 
V.  1413. 

FareHMrt^  s.  travelling  cart,  T.  v.  1163. 

Fare-wel,  ifiterj.  it  is  all  over  I  F  1204^  Gt 
907 ;  go  fcaretod^  be  lost  sight  of,  A.  iL  23. 
12. 

S'aTsed,  pp.  stuffed,  A  233. 

I'aaonii,  a  fashion,  appearance,  B.  708 ; 
shape,  B.  551. 

Fast,  s.  fasting,  T.  v.  37a 

Fast,  aOj.  firm,  7.  313. 

Faste,  adv.  closely,  B.  1346 ;  close,  near, 
A  1478 ;  tight,  B.  431 ;  fast,  quickly,  T. 
i.  748;  a*/,  very  quickly,  G 1235 ;  hard, 
soundly,  5.  94  ;  intently,  eagerly,  B. 
793 ;  /oate  by,  near  to,  A  1476 ;  foute  6y, 
close  at  hand,  3.  369. 

Faster,  adv.  closer,  B  3733. 

Fatte,  V.  fktten,  D  1880. 

Faaoon,  a  falcon,  F  411,  434. 

Fauoonen,  a  pL  fUconers,  F  1196. 

Fatined,  pi.  ».  fawned  on,  3.  389. 

Fatines,  pi.  Fauns,  A  3928. 

Fawe,  adj.  fain,  glad,  D  33a 

Fawe,  <u2«.  fain,  anxiously,  T.  iv.  887. 

Fay,  a ;  see  Fey. 

Fayerye,  a  troop  of  fiedries,  E  3039  i  droops 
of  fairies,  D  859 ;  enchantment,  £  1743 ; 
Fairye,  fairy-land,  F96;  enchantment, 
F  30I ;  p2.  fkiries,  D  872. 

Fayn,  adj.  glad,  L.  130,1137;  fond,  B.  1376. 

Fayn,  adv.  gladly,  A  766 ;  too2<2a  /.,  would 
be  glad  to,  E  696. 

Feblesse,  a  weakness,  T.  ii  863 ;  1 1074. 

Feoches,  i>2.  vetches,  T.  iil  936. 

Feoohen,  ger.  to  fetch,  T.  v.  4^ ;  ger.  to 
fetch,  to  be  brought  (ie.  absent),  T.  ill. 


609 ;  Fette,  3  pL  8.  didst  fetch,  T.  iii. 

733 ;  pt.  a  fetched,  L.  676 ;  brought,  T. 

V.  853  ;  j>e.  pL  B  3041 ;  Fet,  pp.  fetched, 

A  3537 ;  brought,  A  819 ;  brought  home, 

D217. 
Feoohing,  a  fetching,  rape,  T.  v.  89a 
Fedde,  pL  a  fed,  A  146. 
Fee,  a  reward,  pay,  7. 193 ;  Fee  simple,  an 

absolute  fee  or  fief,  not  clogged  with 

conditions,  A  319. 
Feeld,  a  field,  A  886,  3032 ;  (in  an  heraldic 

»«Me)7  B  3573- 
Feendly,  adj.  flendlike,  devilish,  B  751, 

Feet,  8.  performance,  E  429.     E.  feat. 

FefTe,  v.  enfeoff,  endow,  present,  T.  iii. 
901  ;  ger.  to  present,  T.  v.  1689 ;  pp.  en- 
feoffed, put  in  possession,  endowed,  £ 
1698. 

Fel,  8.  skin,  T.  i.  91. 

Fel,  adj.  dreadful,  T.  v.  50 ;  cruel,  A  2630 ; 
deadly,  D  2003 ;  terrible,  B  3019 ;  Felle, 
voc  cruel,  A 1559;  destructive,  T.  iv.  44. 

Felawe,  a  companion,  comrade,  A  395, 
d4a 

Felaweahipe,  8.  partnership,  A  1636; 
companionship,  B  2749 ;  company,  A  26. 

Felawshipeth,  pr.  a  accompanies,  B  4. 
m  1. 12. 

Feld,  pp.  0/ Felle. 

Feldefare,  s.  field-fue,  5. 364 ;  T.  iii.  861 ; 
farewd/.y  Le.  farewell,  and  a  good  rid- 
dance ;  because  fieldfares  depart  when 
the  warm  weather  comes. 

Felden,  pt.  pi  afFeHe. 

Fele,  adj.  many,  B.  189 ;  E  917. 

Fele-folde,  adj.  manifold,  B  2.  p  i.  16. 

Felen,  v.  feel,  experience,  L.  693 ;  Fele, 

understand  by  experiment,  HF.  836; 

try  to  find  out,  T.  ii.  387 ;  Felte,  i  pt  a 

4.  217;  Felede,  pt  a  G531 ;  Feled,pp. 

*  perceived,  T.  iv.  984. 

Feling,  s.  affection,  3.  11 73. 

Felle,  pi.  and  voc  a  c/Fel,  adj. 

Felle,  V.  feU,  A 1703 ;  Felden,pt.pK.  caused 
to  fall,  B.  911 ;  Feld,  pp.  cut  down,  A 
2924. 

Fellen,  pt.  pt  happened,  T.  i  134.  See 
Fallen. 

Felllohe,  adj.  bitingly,  severely,    B  2. 

^3.  13- 

Felnesse,  s.  fierceness,  B  x.  m  6.  11. 

Felon,  adj.  angry,  T.  v.  199. 

Felonous,  adj.  fierce,  wicked,  B  i.  m  4. 
15 ;  mischievous,  I  438. 

Felonye,  a  injustice,  B  4.  p  6. 278 ;  crime, 
A  1906 ;  treachery,  B.  165,  978 ;  pt  ini- 
quities, I  281. 
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FemelOf  adj.  female,  D  laa,  1 961. 
Femininltee,  $,  feminine  form,  B  36a 
Fen,  8.  chapter  or  sabdivisioiL  of  Avi- 

oenna*B  book  called  the  Ganon,  G  89a 
Fenel,  8.  fennel,  B.  731. 
Feniz,  «.  phoenix,  3.  983. 
Fer,  adj,  &r,  A  388,  491 ;  Eenre,  d^.  A 

3393. 
Fer,  adv.  &r,  B 1781 ;  Fer  ne  ner,  neither 

later  nor  sooner,  A  1850 ;  how/,  ao,  how- 
ever fkr,  5.  44a 
Ferd,  «.  dot.  fear,  T.  iv.  607.    (Always  in 

phr.  far  fsrd,  or  far  firde.) 
Ferd,  pp.  oifFere,  v. 
Ferd,  -e ;  see  Faren,  v. 
Fere,  a  dot.  fear,  B  3369 ;  panic,  HF.  174. 
Fere,  «.  companion,  L.  969 ;  mate,  5.  410, 

4x6 ;  wife,  T.  iv.  791 ;  pL  companions,  T. 

i.  234. 
Fere,  s.  dat.  fire,  T.  ilL  976. 
Fere,  v.  frighten,  T.  iv.  1483 ;  Fered,  pp. 

afraid,  G  934 ;  Ferd,i>p.  afiraid,  T.  ii.  124. 
Ferforth,  adv.  far ;   m  /.  at,  as  far  as,  T. 

iv.  891 ;  as  long  as,  T.  i  221 ;  so/.,  to  such 

a  degree,  i.  170 ;  thus/.,  thus  far,  T.  11. 

96a 
Ferf orthly,  adv.  thoroughly ;  so  /.,  to 

snoh  an  extent,  A  960 ;  so  £tf  ,  L.  683 ; 

as/.^am  completely,  D  1545. 
Ferfrilleste,  most  timid,  T.  it  49^ 
Ferly,  adj.  strange,  A  4173. 
Fermaoies,  pk  remedies,  A  2713. 
Ferme,  adj.  firm,  E  663. 
Ferme,  imp.  i.  make  firm,  B  i.  m  5.  61 

(Lat.  frma). 
Ferme,  8.  rent,  A  35a  b. 
Fermely,  adv.  firmly,  T.  iiL  1488. 
Fermerere,  8.  friar  in  charge  of  an  inflr- 

maiy,  D  1859L 
Fermour,  8.  fanner  of  taxes,  L.  378. 
Fern,  adv.  long  ago ;  so  fsrn  —  so  long 

ago,  F  256. 
Fem-aashen,  s.  pi.  ashes  produced  by 

burning  ferns,  F  354. 
Feme,  pL  of  Ferren,  distant,  remote, 

A  14. 
Feme ;  /.  i^ere,  last  year,  T.  v.  1176. 
Ferre,  adj.  def.  distant,  A  3393. 
Ferre,    comp.   adv.   farther,   HF.    600; 

Ferrer,  A  835. 
Ferreste,  8uperL  pi.  furthest,  A  494. 
Fers,  «.  qneen  (at  chess),   3.  654,  655; 

Ferses,  pi.  the  pieces  at  chess,  3.  733. 
Fera,  adj.  fierce,  T.  i  335 ;  voc  7.  x. 
Fersly,  adv.  fiercely,  T.  iii  1760L 
Ferthe,  fourth,  T.  iv.  a6,  v.  476. 
Ferther,  adj.  farther,  B  1686,  E.  3336. 
Farther,  adv.  farther,  i.  148,  3. 1354. 


Fertber-crer,   ccnj.    motetowr,    A.    it 

26. 13. 

Ferthing,  8.  fiKrthing,  D  1967;  a  vecy 
small  portion,  A  134. 

Fery,  adj.  fiezy,  T.  iii  i6oa 

Feat,  8.  fist,  A  4375,  C  803. 

Feste,  8.  feast,  festival,  A  885,  B  418 ;  to 
/.,  to  the  feast,  B  380;  eneoaragement, 
T.  ii.  361 ;  merriment,  T.  iL  431 ;  Haketii 
feste,  flatters,  3.  638;  pL  tokens  of 
pleasore,  T.  v.  1439. 

Festeth,  pr.  «.  feasts,  A  3193. 

Festeyinge,  prea  part  fiaasting,  enter- 
taining, F  345. 

Festeyinge,  «.  festivity,  T.  v.  455. 

Festlich,  adj.  fond  of  feasts,  F  281. 

Festne,  ger.  to  fasten,  A  195. 

Fet ;  see  Feoohen. 

Fete,  datpL  feet,  3. 199, 400, 50^ 

Fether,  a  wing,  A  3144. 

Fetis,  adj.  neat,  well-made,  handsome, 
A  157;  B.  776;  splendid,  B.  1133 ;  gnee- 

fhl,  C478. 
Fetisly ,  adv.  elegantly,  A 134, 373  :  neatly, 
trimly,  A  330$,  3319;  exquisitely,  B. 

837. 
Fette ;  see  Feoohen. 
Fetys,  adj.  well-made,  B.  533 ;  handsome. 

B.  831 ;   splendid,    B.   1x33;    graoefal, 

C478. 
Fetysly,  adv.  exquisitely,  neatly,  &  1335* 
Fey,  8.  faiih.  A  1126,  3384 ;  fidelity,  Ii.  77! 
Feyn,  adj.  glad,  7.  315. 
Feyne,  v.  feign,  pretend,  A  736;  speak 

falsely,  3.  4 ;  fByne  tis,  feign,  pretend, 

B  351 ;  Feigne,  who-so  £  may,  let  him, 

who  can,  pretend,  B  3.  p  to.  93. 
Feynest,  adv.  most  gladly,  5.  4&x 
Feyning,  8.  pretending,  cajolery,  F  556; 

pretence,  feigning,  L.  15561 
Feynt,  a^\  flaigned,  B.  433- 
Feyntest,  3  pr.  «.  enfeeblest,  B  936. 
Fiochen,  ger.  to  fix,  B  5.  m  4.  i8w 
Fiers,  adj.  fierce,  A  1598 ;  proud,  R.  1482. 
Fifte,  fifth,  B.  963,  983 ;  16.  9. 
Figes,  pL  fig-trees,  B.  1364. 
Fighten,  v.  fight,  L.  1996;  Fight,  jw.c 

fights,  5.   xp3;  Fan^t,  pL  9,   fought, 

•^  ^99 ;  Fonghten,  pp.  A  6a. 
Figure,  j:  shape,  16.  37 ;  form  (as  a  mas'* 

B  3413;  figure,  I.  94  ;  figure  (of  speech* 

A  499;  Figure,  typ«,  i.  "69 ;  1^  «««» 

(of  speech),  £  16 ;  markings,  A.  pr.  75. 
Figuringe,  a  form,  L.  398 ;  figure,  O  96^ 
TiXtpt.8.  (^fFaihan. 
Fild,i>p.  filled,  5.  6ta 
Finoh,  8.  finch  (bird),  B.  915 ;  pmB*  • 

flnehf  pluck  a  dupe,  A653. 
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IHnde,  V.  find,   i.  7a;   A  648;   invent, 

A  736 ;  ger.  to  provide  for,  0  537 ;  Fint, 

pr.  s.  finds,  G  218 ;  f!ynt,  jtt.  «.  L.  1499 ; 

Fond,  pt.  i.  discovered,  A  2445 ;  found 

out,  T.  i  659 ;   provided  for,  B  40x9 ; 

Fonde,  pt.  9.  subj.  conld  find,  5.  374 ;  pp. 

found,  £  146;    Founden,  pp.    found, 

B  612  ;  provided,  B  243. 
Finding,  s.  provision,  A  32201 
Tintypr,  g.  finds,  0218. 
Firre,  $,  fir-tree,  A  2921. 
Fixvte,  adj.  def.  first,  3.  1166;  my  finite, 

my  first  narration,  F  75 ;  with  theftrOe, 

-very  soon,  T.  iv.  63. 
Fish,  «.  the  sign  Fiscee,  F  273. 
Fit,  8.  a  *  fyt  *  or  '  passns,'  a  portion  of 

a  song,  B  2078;  bont,  turn,  A  4184. 
Fithele, «.  fiddle,  A  296. 
Fixe, pp.  asadj. fixed, T.  i  298 ;  solidified, 

Flambe, «.  flame,  1 353. 

FlatOTir,  JL  flatterer,  B  4515. 

Flaumbe,  «.  flame,  HF.  769. 

Flayn,  pp.  flayed,  I  425. 

Fledde,  pt.  9.  fled,  avoided,  B  3445,  3874 ; 

Fledde  herself;  took  refbge,  Lb  1225. 
Flee  (1),  c.  fly,  F  503 ;  fac<  flee,  let  fly, 

A  3806;   Fleigh,  pt.  a.  flew,  HF.  921, 

2087 ;  Fley,  pt.  9.  B  4362 ;  Flowen,  pt.  pL 

flew,  B  4581 ;  i>p.  flown,  HF.  905. 
Fleen  (2),  v.  escape,  A  1170;  flee.  L.  1307, 

2020 ;  Fleeth,  imp.  pi  4-6;  Fleigh,  j>t.  & 

fled,  B  3879. 
S'leen,  9,  pi.  fleas,  H 17. 
S*lee8, 9.  fleece,  L.  1428,  1647. 
JPleet,  j>r.  9.  floats,  B  463. 
£lekked,  pp.  spotted,  £  1848,  G  565. 
S^emen,  ger.  to  banish,  T.  ii  852 ;  pr.  9. 

H  182  ;  pp.  banished,  G  58. 
WlemeT,  s.  banisher,  driver  away,  B  46a 
S^minge,  9.  banishment,  flight,  T.  iii 

Flen,  pr.  pL  fly,  T.  iv.  1356. 

Fleshly,  adv.  carnally,  B  1775. 

Flete,  V.  float,  bathe,  T.  iii  1971 ;  ipr.a. 
»tbj,  may  float.  A  2397  J  Fleteth,  pr.  a 
floats,  B  901 ;  flows,  abounds  (Lat.  in- 
fluat)j  B  I.  m  2.  28 ;  Fleet,  pr.  9.  floats, 
B  463 ;  pre9.  pt.  floating,  A  1956 ;  Flet- 
inge,  prea.  pt.  flowing,  B  i.  p  3.  78  (Lat. 
limp?uinte).    • 

Flex,  9.  flax,  A  676. 

Fley,  pt.  9.  flew,  B  4362. 

Flikered,  pt.  9,  fluttered,  T.  iv.  1221 ; 
pre9.  pt.  pi.  fluttering,  A  1962. 

Flitte,  V.  pass  away,  I  368  ;  pp.  removed, 
T.  V.  X544 ;  pre9,  pt.  unimportant,  3.  801. 

Flo,  9.  arrow,  H  264. 


Flokmele,  adv.  in  a  flock,  in  a  great 

number,  £86. 
Flood,  9.  flood-tide,  F  259 ;  on  a  fl.,  in 

a  state  of  flood,  T.  iii.  64a 
Florisshinges,  pi.  florid  ornaments,  HF. 

1301. 
Floroiins,  9.  pL  florets,  L.  2x7,  22a 
Floteren,  pr.  pi.  fluctuate,  waver,  B^ 

p  II.  227. 
Flotery,  adj.  fluttering,  wavy,  A  2883. 
Flough,  2pt.  9.  didst  fly,  B  4421. 
Flour,  9.  (x)  flower,  L.  48;  cfaUefto>uTe9 

flour,  flower  of  aU  flowers,  x.  4 ;  flower, 

i  e.  choice,  A  4174 ;  choice  peat,  A  982 ; 

time  of  flourishing,  A  3048 :  (2)  flour, 

B.356. 
Flonr-de-lys,  9.  fleuinle-lis,  lily,  A  238. 
Flonreth,  pr.  9.  flourishes,  T.  iv.  i^n ; 

blooms,  7.  306. 
Flonrettee,  9.  pL  flowerets,  buds,  B.  891. 
Floury,  adj.  flowery,  3.  398. 
Floute,  9.  flute,  HF.  1223. 
Floutours,  pi.  flute-players,  B.  763. 
Flowen,  jpt  pU  and  pp.  of  Flee  (1). 
Floytinge,  pree.  pL  playing  on  the  flute, 

A  91. 
Fneseth,  pr.  9.  breathes  heavily,  puffo, 

snorts,  H  62. 
Fo,  9.  foe,  enemy,  B  1748  j  Foo,  A  -63 ; 

Foon,  pi.  B  3896 ;  Foos,  j>2.  B  216a 
Fode,  9.  food,  D  1881, 1 137. 
Foisoun,  9.  plenty,  abundance,  B.  1359. 
Folde,  9.  fold,  sheepfold,  A  5x2. 
Folden,  pp.  folded,  T.  iv.  359,  1247. 
Foled,  pp.  foaled,  bom,  D  1545. 
Folily,  adv.  foolishly,  B  2639. 
Folk,  s.  folk,  people,  A  12,  25 ;  sort,  oom« 

P«iy,  5-  SH ;  pl'  companies,  5.  278. 
Folowed  wel,  followed  as  a  matter  of 

course,  3.  1012 ;  Folweth,  imp.  pi.  imi- 
tate, £  xi8q.         • 
Foly,  adv.  foolishly,  3.  874. 
Fol^e,  9.  folly,  foolishness,  A  3045. 
Folyen,  pr.  pi.  act  foolishly,  B  3.  p  2. 

loa 
Fomen,  pi.  foe-men,  T.  iv.  42. 
Fomy,  adj.  foaming,  covered  with  foam, 

A  2506. 
Fond ;  pt.  9.  cfFindB. 
Fonde,  v.  endeavour,  B.  1584 ;  v.  attempt, 

try,  E  283 ;  try  to  persuade,  B  347. 
Fonde,  pt,  9.  euij.  could  find,  5.  374. 
Fonge,  V.  receive,  B  377. 
Fonne,  9.  fool  (NorthemX  A  4089. 
Font-ftil  water,  fontful  of  water,  B  357. 
Fontstoon,  9.  font,  B  723. 
Foo ;  see  Fo. 
Foo,  9.  foo',  for  foot,  A  3781. 
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Fool,  adj.  foolkh,  silly^  B.  1353. 

Fool,  t.  fool,  A  30Q5 ;  jester,  B  3371 ;  pi. 

wicked  penoxis.  E  3378. 
Fool-large,  adj,  fooliahly  liberal,  B  3789, 

3810. 
Fool-Uurgesse,  «.  foolii^  liberality,  I  813. 
Foom,  A  foam,  A  1659,  ^  5^- 
Foo-men,  «.  pi.  foes,  B  3255,  3507. 
Foon,  FooB ;  see  Fo. 
Foot,  aapl.  feet,  A  4134. 
Foot-brede,  a.  foot-breadth,  HF.  1043. 
Foot-hot,  adv.  instantly,  on  the  spot, 

B438. 

Foot-maatel, ».  foot-doth,  *  safeguard 'to 
cover  the  skirt,  A  473. 

For,  prep,  for,  A  486,  &c. ;  in  respect  of, 
5.  336;  by  reason  of,  B.  1564;  for  the 
sake  of,  B  4.  p  6.  190;  for  ma,  by  my 
means,  T.  iL  134 ;  for  vMch^  wherefore, 
F  1535;  against,  to  prevent,  in  order 
to  avoid,  L.  331 ;  forfayUng^  to  prevent 
failure,  T.  i.  938 ;  in  spite  ot^  C  139 ;  for 
al,  notwithstanding,  A  aoso ;  for  my 
dethe,  were  I  to  die  for  it,  4.  186 ;  to 
have  for  excused,  to  excuse,  A.  pr.  31. 

For,  conj.  for,  A  136,  &c. ;  because,  3.  735, 
'  789  ;  in  order  that,  B  478,  F  io3. 

For  to,  toUh  i^fin.  in  order  to,  to,  A  13, 
78,  &c. 

Forage,  s.  provision  of  fodder,  E  1433 ; 
food,  B  1973 ;  winter-food,  as  hay,  &o., 
A  3868. 

For-bede,  v.  forbid,  T.  iii.  467;  For- 
bedeth,  pr.  s.  B  3774  ;  Forbet,^  For- 
bedeth,  pr.  s.  forbids,  T.  ii.  717 ;  in  phr. 
god  f.,  or  Crist  f.  -  Gk>d  forbid,  Christ 
forbid,  T,  ii.  113,  716;  Forbad,  j>e.  a. 
£  570 ;  Forbode,  pp.  forbidden,  £  3306. 

Forbere,  v.  forbear  (to  mention),  A  885 ; 
leave  (him)  alone,  B  665 ;  spare,  A  3168 ; 
little  consider,  T.  M.  x66o ;  Forbar,  pt. 
8.  forbare,  T.  i.  437 ;  imp.  pi.  forgive,  L. 
8a 

For-blak,  adj.  extremely  black,  A  3144. 

Forbode,  8.  prohibition ;  goddea  forbode, 
it  is  GK>d*B  prohibition  (i  e.  God  forbid), 
L.  10  a. 

Forbrak,  1  pt.  a  broke  off,  interrupted, 
B  4.  p  I.  7. 

For-brused,  pp.  badly  bruised,  B  3804. 

Forby,  adv.  by,  past,  L.  3539. 

Forbyse,  ger.  to  instruct  by  examples,  T. 
ii.  139a  (A  false  form ;  for  forbiane(n\ 
the  former  11  being  dropped  by  oonftision 
with  that  in  the  suffix.) 

Foroe ;  see  Fors. 

Fororaoohen,  ger,  to  scratch  eixoessively, 


Foroatteth,  pr.  8.  cuts  to  pieces,  H  340. 
For-do,  V.  destroy,  'do  fbr,'T.  i.  338;  iv- 

1681 ;  For<lide,  pi.  a  slew,  L.  2557 ;  For- 

doon,  pp.  overcome,  vanquished,  T.  L 

535;  ruined,  T.  v.  1687;  destxoyed,  H 

390 ;  slain,  L.  939. 
Fordriven,  pp.  driven  about,  B  i.  p  3. 71. 
For-dronken,  pp.  extremely  dnmk,  A 

3130,  4150. 
Fordrye,  adj.  vezy  dry,  withered   up. 

F  409, 
Fordwyned,  adj.  shrunken,  B.  366. 
Fore,  a  path,  trace   of  steps,   D   no: 

course,  track,  D  1935.    A.  S.  fdr. 
Foreyne,  adj.  extraneous,  B  3.  p  5.  73. 
Foreyne,  a  outer   chamber  {or  court- 
yard ?),  L.  1963. 
Forfered,  pp.  exceeding^  afraid;  for- 

fsred  ofzz  very  afiraid  for,  F  537. 
Forfeted,  pt.  a  did  wrong,  I  373. 
Forgaf,  jpt.  8.  Q/"Foiyeve. 
Forgat,j>e.  8.  c^Foryete. 
Forgift,  8.  forgiveness,  L.  1853. 
For-go,  pp.  overwalked,  exhausted  with 

WiOking,  HF.  115. 
Forgon,  ger.  to  give  up,  forego,  (beUer 

forgo),  T.  iv.  195 ;  lose,  B.  1473 ;  Forgoon, 

pp.  lost,  B  3x83. 
Forheed,  a  forehead,  B.  860;  Forhevcd, 

B  X.  p  4.  X39, 
For-hoor,  adj.  very  hoaiy,  R.  356. 
Forkerveth,  pr.  a  hews  in  pieces,  H  341^ 
Forlaft,  pp.  abandoned,  C  83. 
Forlesel^  pr.  a  loses,  I  789.    See  Foi^ 

lorn. 
For-leten,  v.  abandon,  give  up,  C  864; 

yield  up,  B  X848:  Forlete,  pr.  pi.  for- 
sake, I  93 ;   Forleten,  pp.  abandoned, 

given  up,  HF.  694. 
ForllTen,  v.  degenerate,  B  3.  p  6.  56; 

Forlived,  pp.  as  adj.  degenerate,  ignoble. 

B  3.  m  6.  13. 
Forlorn,  pp.  utterly  lost,  L.  3663.    Se» 

Forlese. 
Forlost,  pp.  utterly  lost,  T.  iit  380. 
Forloyn,  a  note  on  a  horn  for  recall,  3. 

386. 
Forme,  a  form,  A  305;   form,  lair  {o£ 

a  haxe),  B  1394. 
Forme-fiMier,  a  fore-fiBither,  first  fiUher, 

B  3393.  • 

Forznel,  a  companion  (said  of  Urdsi, 

5-  37«»  373. 
Fonnely,  adv.  formally,  T.  iv.  497. 
Former,  a  Creator,  C  19. 
Former  age,  the  Qolden  Age  of  old,  9^  i. 
Formest,  adj.  sup.  foremost,  3.  890. 
Fom-oast,i)p.  premeditated,  B  4407. 
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I'omeySf  $.  ftumaoe,  A  icu,  559. 

For-old,  cu^.  extremely  old,  A  2114. 

Poxpampredfiitp.  esuseedinglypAmpered, 
spoilt  by  pampezing,  9.  5. 

Foi^pyned,  j^p.  wasted  away  (by  toiment 
orpUie),  A  205. 

S^ors,  «.  foroe,  A  2723;  nojars^  no  matter, 
no  oonaeqnence,  A  3733,  B  385 ;  nojirrce^ 
no  mat^,  >8.  53 ;  no  fon  it,  it  is  no 
matter,  T.  iv.  322 ;  iio>i>re«o/,  no  matter 
for,  la  13 ;  no  for$  of  mtf,  no  matter 
about  me,  4.  197 ;  Ukertofw)  fors^  never 
mind  that,  3.  1170;  make  no  fon^  pay 
no  heed,  H  68 ;/  do  no/on,  I  oaxe  not, 
D  1254 ;  Idonojbrt ihereiif^  it ii nothing 
to  me,  3.  543 ;  doth  no /on,  takes  no  ao- 
coont,  I  711 ;  tohatjbn,  what  matter,  T. 
ii-37«- 

Forsake,  v.  deny,  B  i.  p  4.  164 ;  leave, 
B  3431 ;  Fc»rflook,  pi,  9.  forsook,  B.  1538 ; 
Forsaken,  pp.  B.  1498 ;  imp,  pi.  give  np, 
C386. 

FoTseid,  pp.  cu  adj.  aforesaid,  5.  lao. 

FoTseinge,  «.  prevision,  T.  iv.  989. 

FoT8hapeii,i>p.  metamorphosed,  T.  IL  66. 

For-shright,  pp.  exhausted  with  shriek- 
ing, T.  iv.  ii47« 

For-flight,  8.  foresight,  T.  iv.  961. 

For-sleuthan,  v.  waste  in  aloih,  B  4386. 

Forsleweth,  pr.  a.  wastes  idly,  1 685. 

Fdrsluggeth,  pr.  s.  spoils,  allows  (goods) 
to  spoil,  I  685. 

Forsongen,  pp.  tired  oat  with  singing, 
B.664. 

FoTster,  9.  forester,  A  117. 

FoT8tnKight,£p.  distracted,  B  1995. 

Forswor  him,  pt.  s.  was  forsworn,  HF. 
389 ;  Forswore,  pp.  falsely  sworn  by,  L. 
3522 ;  Forsworn,  forsworn,  L.  937. 

Forth,  adv.  forth,  on,  Airther,  onward,  5. 
27  i  D  1569,  F  604,  605,  964 ;  forward, 
HF.  ao6i ;  out,  5.  35a ;  continually,  F 
1081 ;  away,  T.  1  iz8 ;  still,  4.  148 ;  Mo 
/.,  thenceforth,  T.  L  1076 ;  forth  to  toos, 
Le.  they  proceed  to  love,  T.  ii.  788. 

Forther,  ado,  more  forward,  A  4232; 
Farther,  (go)  farther,  A  41 17. 

Fortheren,  ger.  to  ftirther,  T.  v.  1707. 

Forthering,  #.  ftutheranoe,  aid,  L.  69  a. 

Forther-moor,  (kZv.  Airther  on,  A  2069; 
Forthermore,  moreover,  C  357. 

Forther-over,  adv.  moreover,  C  648. 

Forthest,  adj.  a$td  adv.  iorthest,  B  4.  p  6. 
136. 

For-ihixike,  v.  seem  amiss,  (or  here)  seem 
serious,  T.  ii.  1414 ;  pr.  s,  imper».  seems 
a  pity  (to  me),  E  1906;  Forthoughte, 
pL  8,  subj,  should  displease,  B.  1671. 


Forthren,  ger.  to  Axrther,  help^  assist, 

L.  71,  473,  1618;  ger.  to  fturther,  T.  v. 

1707. 
Forth-right,     adv.     straightforwardly, 

straightforward,  B.  395 ;  F  1503. 
Forthward,  adv.  forwards,  B  263,  F  1169. 
For-thy,  adv.  therefore,  on  that  account, 

A  184 1,  4031. 
Fortroden,  pp.  trodden  under  foot,  I 

190. 
Fortnit,  adj.  fortuitous,  B  5.  p  i.  91. 
Fortuna  mawr,  a  name  for  the  auspicious 

planet  Jupiter,  T.  iii.  1430.    (Or  else, 

a  cluster  <^  stars  near  the  beginning  of 

Pisces ;  c£  Dante,  Pwrg.  xix.  4). 
Fortunel,  adj.  accidental,  B  5.  m  i.  16. 
Fortonexi,  v,  to  give  (good  or  bad)  fortune 

to,  A  417 ;  Fortunest,  3  i>r.  «.  renderest 

lucky   or    unlucky,    A   3377;    pi.   pi. 

happened,    chanced,    3.    388;  pp.  en- 
dowed by  fortune,  4.  i8a 
Fortonoiis,  adj.  fortuitous,  accidental, 

B  I.  p  6.  9. 
For-waked,  pp.  tired  out  with  watching, 

3.136;  B596. 
Forward,  adv.  foremost;  firtt  and  /, 

first  of  all,  B243X. 
Forward,  ».  agreement,  covenant,  A  33, 

839. 
Forwelked,    adj.    withered,    wrinkled, 

deeply  lined,  B.  361. 
Forweped,i>p.  weary,  exhausted  through 

weeping,  3.  136. 
Forwered,  pp.  worn  out,  B.  335. 
For-wery,  adj.  yrery  tired,  5.  93. 
Forwes,  pi.  farrows,  9.  12. 
For-why,  oof^*.  for  what  reason,  T.  iii. 

1009 ;  wherefore,  why,  HF.  30 ;  because, 

3.  461,  793. 
For-witer,  «.  foreknower,  B  5.  p  6.  339. 
Forwiting,  s.  foreknowledge,  B  4433. 
For-wot,  pr.  «.  foreknows,  foresees,  HF. 

45- 

Forwrapped,  pp.  wrapped  up,  G  718; 
concealed,  I  330. 

For*yede,  pL  «.  gave  up,  T.  ii  1330. 

Foryelde,  v.  yield  in  return,  requite,  E 
831. 

Foryetelnesse,  a,  forgetftilnees,  1 837. 

Foryeten,  v.  foiget,  T.  iii  55 ;  pr.  s.  for- 
gets, T.  ii.  375 ;  Forget,  far  Forgeteth, 
pr,  $.  forgets,  B.  61 ;  Forgat,  1  pt.  $. 
forgot,  C  919 ;  For-yat,  pt.  s.  T.  v.  1535 ; 
For-yeten,  pp.  forgotten,  A  303i ;  For^ 
geten,  pp.  B  3603. 

Fozyetltd,  adj.  fozgetftil,  £  473. 

Foryetinge,  a.  forgetfUness,  B  3.  p  7.  9& 

Foryeve,  v.  forgive,  B  994 ;  Foiyaf,  pt  a. 
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foigave,  T.  iii.  1119,  1577;  Foxgaf,  pU  s, 
L.  162 ;  Foryeve,  pt.  pi,  L.  1848 ;  J^ar- 
yeven,  pp.  forgiven,  T.  ii  595. 

ForyifiieBae,  «.  forgiveness,  B  9963. 

Fostreth,  pr.  $,  oherishes,  £  1387; 
Fofltred,  pt.  8.  nourished,  fed,  kept, 
E  aaa,  H  131 ;  pp.  nnrtared,  nooxiahed, 

Fostring,  a,  nooxishment,  D  1845. 
Fote,  8.  foot,  short  distance,  F  1177 ;  dot 

L.  3711 ;  him  to  /.,  at  his  foot,  L.  1314; 

onf.^  on  foot,  F  390. 
Fother,  a.  load,  properly  a   cartload, 

•^  SdP ;  gx^eat  quantity,  A  1908. 
Fat-hoot,  adv,  hastily,  immediately,  3. 

375- 
Foudre,  s.  thunderbolt,  HF.  535. 
Foughten,  pp.  fought,  A  63. 
Foul,  s.  bird,  F  149 ;  pL  birds,  L.  37,  13a 
Foule,  adv,  vilely,  D  1069 ;  fouUy,  3.  633 ; 

5.  517;  evilly,  A  4220;  shamefoUy,  L. 

1307;   hideously,  D  io8a;   meanly,  B. 

1061. 
Fooler,  at^.  comp  uglier,  D  999. 
Fouler,  a.  fowler,  L.  133. 
Founde  (i\  ger.  to  found,  T.  L  X065. 
Founde  (3),  v.  seek  after,  7.  141 ;  i  pr,  a, 

try,  endeavour,  7.  47. 
Foondement,  a.  foundation,  HF.  1133. 
Foundred,  pt,  a,  foundered,  stumbled, 

A  2687. 
Fonnea,  a,  pi.  &vns,  3.  429;  Forwnes 

(metaphoricallyX  young  desires,  T.  L  465. 
Fonmeys,  a,  fumaoe,  B  3353. 
Fourteuight,  fourteen   nights,  a  fort- 
night, T.  iv.  1327. 
Fowel,  a,  bird,  A  190, 2437. 
Foyne,  pr,  a.  imp.  let  him  thrust,  A 

2550  i  pr.a.  A  a6i5 1  pr.  pi.  A  1654. 
Foyson,  a.  abundance,  plenty,  A  3165. 
Fraknea,  pi.  freckles,  A  2169. 
Frame,  ger.  to  put  together,  build,  T.  iii 

530. 
Franohyse,  a.  liberality,  E  1987;  noble- 
ness, F  1524 ;  privilege,  I  452. 
Frankeleyn,  a.  franklin,  freeholder,  A 

Frankes,  pk  franks,  B  1371, 1377. 
Frape,  a,  company,  pack,  T.  iii  410.  O.F. 

frapa,  troop. 
Franght,  pp.  freighted,  B  171 ;  ham  doon 

fr,y  have  caused  to  be  freighted. 
Frayneth,  pr.  a.  prays,  beseeches,  B  179a 
Free,  adj.  liberal,  generous,  B  1366,  i^ ; 

bounteous,  liberal,  3.  484 ;  noble,  beau- 

tiftil,  O  35;  profuse,  lavish,  A  4387;  aa 

a.  noUe  one,  6.  104. 
Freedom,  a.  liberality,  L.  1127. 


Freele,  ad^.  frail,  fragile,  1 107& 

Freend,  a.  friend,  A  670. 

Freendlidh,  adj.  fHendly,  A  j68ol 

Freletee,  a,  firailty,  C  78,  D  93. 

Fremede,  adj.  foreign ;  Framed  (b^/bvr  a 
voweS^  strange,  wild ;  framed  amd  tame, 
wild  and  tame,  every  one,  T.  iii  5x9; 
Fremde,  foreign,  F  429.    A.  S.  fr€mede. 

Freneaye,  a.  madness,  D  2209. 

Frenetyk,  adj.  frantic,  T.  v.  206^ 

Frenges,  pL  fringes,  D  1383 ;  bordarings. 
HF.  1318. 

Frere,  a,  friar,  A  208,  D  829. 

Fresahe,  adv.  newly,  L.  204. 

Fresshe,  v.  refresh,  B.  1513. 

Fret,  a.  ornament,  L.  215,  225,  228. 

Freten,  v,  eat  (governed  hy  maug^),  A 
2019 ;  pr,  a,  devours,  B.  387 ;  pL  jiL  oos> 
snmed,  D  561 ;  Freten,  pp.  cmtofi,  de- 
voured, A  ao68 ;  Frete,  pp.  B  475. 

Fretted,  i>p.  adorned,  set,  L.  11 17. 

Freyne,  v.  ask,  question,  T.  v.  1227 ;  pt. «. 

B3033;i>p.  a433. 
Fro,  prep,  from,  A  44 ;  out  o£^  4.  254  ;  to 

andfroj  L.  2358,  2471. 
^B^gges,  pi.  frtigs,  B.  1410. 
From,  prep,  from,  A  128 ;  apart  fron,  T. 

iv.  766 ;  frxmi  the  time  that,  B.  8sfx 
Frosty,  adj.  frosty,  cold,  A  268;  ^iddcfa 

comes  in  the  winter,  5.  364. 
JB^te,  ger.  to  rub,  T.  iii  1115;  pr.  il  A 

3747- 
Frothen,  pr.  pL  become  covered  with 

foam,  A  i(S)59. 
Fro-this-forUi,  henceforward,  T.  iv.  314. 
Frounoed,  adj.  wrinkled,  B.  3^. 
Fronnoeles,  adj.  unwrinkled,  B^  86a 
Frount,  a  true  countenance,  B  2.  p  8.  7. 
Fmctaous,  adj.  fruitful,  1 73. 
Fruit,  a.  fruit,  i.  38 ;  result,  F  74. 
Fruytesteres,  a.  pL  J^m,  firuit  eeDort.  C 

478. 
Frye,  v.  try,  A  383,  D  487. 
Fugitif ,  adj.  fleeing  from  (Lat.  prtKfi»gui\, 

HF.  146. 
Ful,  adj.  satiated,  T.  iii  1661 ;  alts  JMt, 

at  the  fUl,  completely,  A  651. 
Ful,  adv.  frdly,  F  1230;  very,  quite,  B 

3506,  F  52 ;  /.  maatifi  veiy  many,  F  128. 
Fulfllle,  V.  frdfll,  6.  17 ;  Fulfelle  (Eentisii 

form),  ger,  T.  iii  5x0 ;  Fulfrddest,  apLt. 

didst  satisfy,  B  2.  p  3.  66 ;  FnliUled,  j!p. 

quite  ftill,  L.  54. 
Fulsomnesse,  a,  copiousness,  excess,  F 

4Q5. 
Fume,  a.  vapour,  B  41 14. 
Fumetere,  a.  fumitory,  Fmnaria  ofiti- 

naUa,  B  4153. 
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Fuznoaitee, «.  ftuneB  arising  firom  drank- 

enneSB,  O  567,  F  358. 
Fundament  {i\  a.  foundation,  D  1103 ; 

(2)  fnndament^  G  950. 
Tnnoral,  04/.  T.  v.  30a ;  funereal,  A3864, 

391a. 
Fnrlal,  adj.  tormenting,  foxions,  F  448. 
Forie,  «.  monster,  A  2684;  rage,  T.  y. 

212. 
Furlongs,  pi.  ftirlongs,  A  4166 ;  Furlong- 

'wey,  a  short  distance,  B  557;  Forlong- 

wey,  a  brief  time  (lit.  time  of  walking 

a  ^rlong,  2%  minutes),  T.  iv.  1237. 
Fnne,  a,  fhr,  B.  aa6. 
Furred,  pp,  fiirred,  trimmed  with  for, 

B.aa7,4oa 
Fnrringe,  i.  Air-trimming,  I  418. 
Furfher-<nrer,  moreover,  a.  85. 
Fnrthre,  ger.  to  help,  HF.  2033 ;  pp.  ad- 

yanoed,  7.  373. 
Fusible,  adj.  capable   of  being  ftised, 

a  856. 
Fustian,  a  ftistian,  A  75. 
Futur,  adj.  ftitnre,  T.  ▼.  74a 
Fyle,  f>.  file,  smoothe  by  filing,  5.  aia; 

Fyled,i]!p.  Aai5a. 
F3m,  a.  end,  B.  1558;  death,  T.  ii.  527; 

resnlt,  B  3348, 3884 ;  aim,  B  aio6 ;  object, 

T.  ii.  435,  iii  553 ;  fwfffn,  finally,  T.  iv. 

477. 
Fyn,  adj,  fine,  strong,  A  147a;  cf  fyne 

force^  of  very  need,  T.  v.  421. 
Fyne,  v.  finish,  T.  iy.  j6  ;  oeaae,  end,  T.  ii 

146CX 
Fynt,  pr.  a,  finds,  A  4071 ;  Fint,  G  ai8. 
Fyr,  *  fire,  B  3734 ;  I^  of  Seint  Antony, 

erysipelas,  I  437. 
Fyi^makinge,  a.  makfag  of  the  fire,  A 

3914. 
Fysioien,  a,  physician,  B  i.  p  3.  4. 

G. 

Oabbe,  ger.  to  boast,  prate,  A  3510 ;  ipr.a. 

lie,  speak  idly,  3.  1075 ;  Gbibbestow,  liest 

thou,  T.  iy.  481. 
Oabber,  a  liar,  idle  talker,  I  89. 
Oable,  a.  gable-end,  A  3571. 
Gadeling,  a.  idle  vagabond,  gad-abont,  B. 

938. 
Oadereth,  pr.  a.  gathers,  A  1053. 
Oadertnge,  a.  gathering,  B  3765. 
Gaillard,  adj.  joyons,  merry,  lively,  A 

4367- 
Oalantyne,  a.  a  kind  of  laooe,  galantine, 

9.  16;  la.  17. 
Oalazye,  a.  the  Galaxy,  Milky  Way,  5. 

56  J  HF.936. 

0 


Gale,  V.  sfng,  cry  ont,  D  85a ;  i>r.  a.  aubj- 
exclaim,  D  1356. 

Galianes,  a.  pi.  medicines,  0  306.  80 
named  after  Galen. 

Galingale,  a.  eweet  cypems,  A  381.  (A 
spioe  was  prepared  from  the  root  of  the 
plant.) 

Galle,  a.  sore  place,  D  940. 

Galles,  pL  feelings  of  envy,  9.  47. 

Galoohe,  a.  a  shoe,  F  555. 

Ghaoun,  i.  gallon,  H  24. 

Galping,  prea.  pL  gaping,  F  35a 

Galwes,  a  pL  gaUows,  B  3934. 

Gkuned,  pt  a.  impera.  it  pleased,  A  534. 

Gkunen,  a  game,  sport,  T.  ii.  38,  iU.  250; 
joke,  jest,  E  733 ;  amusement,  fan,  merri- 
ment, A  aa86,  4354. 

Gan,  pL  a.  o/Ginne. 

Gkineth,  pr.  a.  yawneth,  H  35. 

Gspe,  V.  gape,  gasp,  B  3934 ;  Gapeth,  pr. 
a.  opens  his  month,  L.  3004 ;  Gape  (alao 
Cape),  pr.  pL  gape,  •stare,  A  3841. 

Gkipinges,  a.  pL  greedy  wishes,  B  3.  m  3. 
17  (Lat.  hiatua). 

Gappe,  a.  gap,  A  1639,  1645. 

Gkirdln-wal,  a.  garden-wtOl,  A  1060. 

Gardinward,  adv.  gardenward ;  to  the  g., 
towards  the  garden,  F  1505. 

Gkurgat,  a.  throat,  B  4534. 

Ghwleek,  a.  garlick,  A  634. 

Gamement,  a.  garment,  B.  896. 

Gamere,  a.  gamer,  granary,  a  1148. 

Gamisoun,  a.  garrison,  B  3317. 

Gas,  pr.  a.  goes  (Northern),  A  4037. 

Gktstly,  adv.  terrible,  A  1984. 

Ghurtnesse,  a.  terror,  B  3.  p  5.  39. 

Gat,  pt.  «.  cf  Geten. 

Gat-tothed,  adj.  having  the  teeth  far 
apart,  A  468,  D  603. 

Gaude,  a.  gand,  toy,  pretence,  T.  ii.  351 ; 
trick,  C  389 ;  pi.  pranks,  I  651. 

Gaud^,  adij.  dyed  with  weld,  A  3079.  ^''• 
gauder,  to  dye  with  weld. 

Gauded,  pp.  famished  with  beads  called 
gauda,  A  159.  (The  bead  or  gaud  was 
formerly  called  gaudee,  from  Lat.  imp. 
jiLgcMd^.) 

Gaure,  v.  stare,  T.  ii.  1157;  ger.  to  stare, 
gase,  A  3837. 

Gay,  a^.  finely  dressed,  A  74,  iii ;  joyous, 
"B-  435 ;  wanton,  A  3769. 

Gaylard,  adj.  lively,  A  3336. 

Gayler,  a.  gaoler,  A  1064. 

Gayneth,  pr.  a.  avails,  A  1176]  pt  a.  pro- 
fited, T.  L  353. 

Gaytres  beryies,  berries  of  the  gay-tree 
or  gait-tree  (goat-tree),  berries  of  the 
Shammta  eatharUcuat  or  baokthom,  B 
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4155.  Galled  0«<Mrf^tra,go*t»lMrry-trM. 
in  Swedish  diAlectB  (BietsX 

Oeaunt,  t.  giant,  B  1997,  3298^ 

Oebet,  8.  gibbet,  gallows,  HF.  106. 

Qean,  pp.  gone  (Northern),  A  4a7& 

Geeth,  pr,  9,  goei,  L.  3145. 

Generally,  adv,  eveiywhere,  T.  i.  86. 

Gtont,  adj.  refined,  exquisite,  noble,  B 
1905;  filim,  A  3354;  /em,  graoefal,  B. 
103a. 

Gentezye,  s.  nobility,  magnanimi^,  L. 
394;  gentility,  D  1146;  gentle  birth,  I 
453 ;  rank,  I  461 ;  sign  of  good  birth, 
I  601. 

Gentil,  adj.  gentle,  refined,  A  73 ;  genUe, 
worthy,  B  1637 ;  excellent,  A  718 ;  mild 
in  manner,  compasnonate,  A  647 ;  well- 
bred,  D  III ;  beantiftil,  B.  1081 ;  oharm- 
ing,  B.  1016. 

Gteutillewe,  ^.gentleness,  noble  kindness, 
courtesy,  good  breeding,  L.  610,  loio, 
1080 ;  A  930 ;  nobility,  B  3854 ;  gentility, 
D  1109 ;  worth,  £  96 ;  kindness,  G 1054 ; 
condescension,  B  853 ;  high  birth,  1 585 ; 
slendemess,  flymmetry,  F  436 ;  delicate 
nnrtore,  E  593. 

Oentilleste,  adjj'  f^P»  noblest,  £  73, 131. 

Gentilly,  adn.  gently,  honourably,  A 
3104;  courteously,  B  1093;  finnkly,  F 
674. 

GentilB,  $.pl.  gentlefolk,  A  31 13. 

Geomanoie, «.  divination  by  figures  made 
on  the  earth,  I  605. 

Geoxnetriena,  a.  pi.  geometricians,  B  3. 
p  la  143. 

Gtore,  s.  gear,  armour,  A  3180;  equip- 
ment, A  4016 ;  property,  B  800 ;  utensils, 
A  353 ;  apparel,  A  365 ;  pi.  coiltrivanceo, 
F  1376. 

Gere,  a,  changeful  manner,  A  1373 ;  pL 
changeful  ways,  A  1531. 

Gtorfhl,  adj.  changeable,  T.  iv.  386;  A 
1538-    Cf.  Gery. 

Gerland,  t.  garland,  B.  566. 

Gemer,  s.  gamer,  A  593. 

Gery,  adj.  changeable,  A  1536. 

Gesse,  v.  suppose,  imagine,  B.  1115 ;  ipr. 
f.  suppose,  A83,  X17,  B  3435i  39^0- 

Geaainge,  «.  opinion,  B  x.  p  4.  315* 

Gest,  s.  guest,  HF.  388. 

Geste,  s.  romance,  tale,  stozy,  T.  ii.  83, 
iiL  450 ;  in  geate^  in  romance-form,  like 
the  common  stock-stories,  B  3133 ;  pi. 
stories,  D  643;  occurrences,  T.  i  145; 
exploits,  affairs,  T.  iL  1349;  histories, 
history,  B  1136;  deeds,  HF.  1434. 

Gestoors,  $.  pL  stoxy-teUexs,  B  1036; 
Qestioors,  HF.  X198. 


Get  (jet),  a  contiiTanoe,  G  1377. 

Geten,  v.  obtain,  get,  L.  3370 ;  be^et,  £ 

1437 ;  ^^  P^-  '•  procures,  I  838  ;  0«ite, 

3  pr.  pi.  aa/uL  (ye)  will  get,  5. 651 ;  Gat. 

pL  a.  begat,  B  715 ;  got,  7.  ao6 ;  procured 

for,  A  703 ;  Cteten,  pp.  gottexv,  obtained, 

A  391 ;  won,  L.  1753 ;  begotteiL,  L*.  140a : 

han  geten  hem^  to  have  acquired  for 

themselves,  F  56. 
Gif,  conj.  if  (Northern^  A  4181,  4190. 
^iWM,  pL  rapid  movements,  HF.  194X 
Gigginge,  prea.  pi.  pL  fitting  with  atxaps. 

A  3504.     From  O.F.  guigue,  a  handle  ot 

a  shield. 
GUden,  adj.  gdden,  3.  338. 
Gilt,  a.  guilt,  offence,  F  757, 1(^99 ;  pL  sins. 

B3015. 
Giltelees,  adj.  guilUeas,  innocent,  A 131X 
Giltif,  adj.  guilty,  T.  iii.  1019. 
Gin,  a.  contrivance,  snare,  G  1165;  pL 

traps,  snares,  B.  idao. 
Gingisbreed,  a.  gingerbread,  B  3044. 
Gingere,  a.  ginger,  B.  1369. 
Ginglen,  v.  jingle,  A  170. 
Ginne,  V.  begin,  attempt,  HF.  aoo4  ;  Gaa. 

I  pt,  a.  began,  T.  i  366;  {aa  tnucaUarg 

verb),  did,  B.  734,  1139 ;  Gonne,  pi.  did, 

£  1103;  HF.  944,  looa;   began,  C  33.4; 

Gkmnen,  pt.  pL  began,  5.  531 ;  Qvnxut, 

pt.  pi.  began,  HF.  1658;  did,  HF.  1384; 

Gunnen,  pL  pL  did,  T.  iL  190. 
Ginninge,  a.  beginning,  T.  L  377. 
Giponn,  a.  a  short  cassock  or  douUet, 

A  75,  3i3a 
Gipaer,  a.  pouch,  purse,  A  357. 
Girdel,  a.  girdle,  A  358, 3350;  oeatiml line, 

or  great  circle,  A.  L  17.  49^ 
Girdexi,  ger.  to  strike,  B  3736w     Properiy 

to  switch. 
GirdiUfeede,  a.  waist,  B.  Sad 
Girles,  pi.  young  people,  indiether  msl^ 

or  fexnale,  A  664. 
Girt, pr.  a.  girds,  L.  1775;  pp.  girded,  A  pa. 
Giaer,  a.  gizsard,  liver,  B  3.  m  13.  47. 
Giteme,  a.  kind  of  guitar,  cittern,  A  3351 
Giteminge,  a  playing  on  the  gxttom. 

or  cittern,  A  3363. 
Glade,  ger.  to  gladden,  cheer,  £  1174. 

ger.  to  console,  A  3837 ;  to  rejoice,  5.  cS; 

Gladed,  pt.  a.  cheered,  T.  i  xi6 ;  imp.  i. 

3  p.  may  he  oomfort,  £  933 ;  Gladsth 

imp.  pL  r^oice,  4.  i. 
Glader,  a.  one  that  cheers,  A  3333. 
Gladly,  adv.  fitly,  887 ;  willingly,  F  224. 

by  preference,  L.  770 ;  tJuU  been  gL  vpt, 

that  would  be  thought  wise,  F  373. 
Gladaom,  adj.  pleasant,  B  3908. 
Glareth,  pr.  a.  glistens,  shines,  HF.  372. 
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Olase,  ger.  to  glase,  ftuxkish  with  glaM,  T. 
V.  46c^  7b  f^ruse  on/g%  hood  =  to  provide 
with  a  meless  defence, 

Olasing,  a.  glass-workf  3.  $97, 

Olede,  a.  burning  ooal,  glowing  coal  or 
ashee,  B  iix;  coloured  «u  the  glede,  of 
a  bright  red,  gales,  B  3574 ;  pL  glowing 
ooals,  L.  335.    See  Qleed, 

Oledy,  adj,  glowing  (aa  a  ooalX  burning, 
L.  105. 

G-lee,  9,  music,  T.  ii.  1036 ;  entertainment, 
B  3030  ;i>2.  mnsioal  instnunetits,  H7. 
1209. 

Gleed,  «.  glowing  coal,  L.  735. 

Olente,  pt  pi.  glanced,  Ti  iv.  1333. 

Olewe,  V.  fiwten,  glne,  HP.  1761. 

Gleyre, «.  white  (of  an  egg),  G  806. 

01Iden,iip.  c^Glyde. 

G-limaixig,  $,  imperfect  sight,  E  3383. 

Oliteren,  pr.  pL  glitter,  A  977. 

G-lood,  pL  a.  o/Glyde. 

Glose,  9.  gloeing,  comment,  L.  338;  F 
166;  explanation,  D  1793  ;  commentary, 
hence  margin,  3.  333. 

Qlose,  ger,  to  interpret,  explain,  T.  iv. 
1410;  to  flatter,  B  3330;  speak  with 
ciroomlocution,  E  3351 ;  persuade  cun- 
ningly, T.  iv.  1471 J  cajole,  D  509;  com- 
ment on,  B  ii8a 

Glosixxge,  $.  explaining,  D  1793. 

Glyde,  v,  glide,  A  1575 ;  ascend,  G  403 ; 
slip,  T.  ir.  I3I5 ;  tip  gL^  rise  up  gradually, 
P  373;  G166d,  pt,  s.  went  quickly,  B 
3094;  GUden,  iTp.  glided,  passed,  £  1887. 

Oniden,  pt  pL  rubbed,  9. 1 1.  From  A.8. 
gnTdonm 

anof,i.chnrl  (lit.  thief),  A  3188.  Mod.£. 
gonoph, 

Gnow,  pt,  a.  gnawed,  B  3638. 

Gobet,  a,  piece,  morsel,  fragment,  A  696. 

God,  s.  A  769 ;  God  be  with  you,  fiunewell, 
C  748;  Goddes,  God's,  Christ's,  B  n66 ; 
(pronounced  god's),  I)  1096 ;  Ghxldes,  pi, 
gods,  false  gods,  3.  1338. 

Godhede,  a,  divinity,  A  3381.   ^ 

Godlihede,  a,  beauty,  T.  iii.  17^ 

G^dsib,  a.  sponsor,  I  909. 

Gtold,  a.  made  of  gold,  B.  1193. 

Gold-bete,  adorned  with  beaten  gold, 
gilt,  7.  34.    Cf.  T-bete. 

Goldes,  pL  marigolds,  A  1939. 

Gold-hewen,  pp,  hewn  of  gold,  out  out 
of  or  made  of  gold,  A  3500. 

Goldlees,  a^,  moneyless,  B  1480. 

Goldsmlthrie,  a,  goldsmiths'  work,  A 
3498. 

Golee,  «.  gabble  (lit.  mouthful),  5.  566. 
O.V,goUe, 


Golet,  a,  throat,  gullet,  0  543- 

Goliardeys,  a.  buffoon,  scurrilous  talker, 
A56a 

Gonune,  a.  gum,  L.  131. 

Gton,  V.  go,  proceed,  F300 ;  walk,  L.  1399 > 
move,  A  3510 ;  lete  it  gcim,  let  it  go,  G 
H75'f  to  walk,  1 105;  move,  F93i ;  roam, 
L.  3ti66;  Goost,  3  pr,  a,  goest,  G  56; 
Gkxth,  pr.  a,  goes,  i.  68;  GKx>th  about, 
seeks  for,  T.  i  1091 ;  Ghxxth,  goes,  B  385 ; 
G^th,  L.  3145 ;  Gas  (KorthemX  A  4037 ; 
Goon,  pr.  pt  proceed,  go  along,  E  898 ; 
Ghoon,  pp.  gone,  L.  793 ;  B  17 ;  GK>,  pp. 
gone,  G  907;  Geen  (Northern),  A  4078 ; 
Go,  pr.  a.  9uibj,  may  walk,  L.  3069 ;  Go 
we,  let  us  go,  T.  ii.  615;  Qi^^  imp,  pi. 

go,  B  3384. 
Gonfimoon,  a.  gonfanon,    gon^on,    a 

sacred  banner,  B.  i3oi. 
Oonge,  a.  privy,  1 885. 
Gonne,  «.  missile,  Ll  637;  gun,  cannon, 

HF.  1643. 
Gonne,  -n ;  see  Ginne,  v, 
Gtood,  a.  property,  goods,  5.  463;  Gode, 

dot,  benefit,  HF.  i,  58;  property,  wealth, 

L.  3638 ;  Gixles,  pL  goods,  B  3605. 
Gkjodlioh,  adj.  kind,  bountiftil,  G  1053. 
Goodliheed,   a,  seemliness,  T.  iL  843 ; 

goodly  seeming,  HF.  330 ;  a  goodly  out- 
side, HF.  374. 
Goodly,  adj.  kindly,  B  3931 ;  excellent, 

L.  77;  pleasing,  right,  B  3969;  portly, 

B4oia 
Goodly,  adv.  patiently,  T.  iii  1035  ;  ^^^ 

B  3430 ;  kindly,  HF.  565 ;  reasonably,  T. 

iii  990 ;  favourably,  T.  iii  654  ;  rightly, 

B386a 
Good-man,  a.  master  of  the  house,  C  361 ; 

householder,  L.  1391. 
G008,  a.  goose,  5.  358  ;  Gtoes,  pi.  E  3375. 
Gooeiflh,  adj,  goose-like,  foolish,  T.  iii. 

584. 
Goost,  3  pr.  a  goest,  B  3501. 
Gtoot,  a.  goat,  A688,  G886. 
Gore,  a  *  gore '  or  gusset  of  a  garment,  B 

1979 ;  a  triangular  piece  out  out,  A  3337. 
Goshaok,  a.  goshawk,  B  1938. 
Gtossib,  a.  female  compcuiion,  D  539;  male 

(spiritual)   relation,    D    343;    GK>dsib, 

sponsor,  I  909. 
Gossomer,  a  gossamer,  F  359. 
Gost,  a.  spirit,  ghost,  HF.  185 ;  soul,  i.  56  ; 

mind,  L.  103 ;  ghost  (ironitMllyX  H  55 ; 

the  Holy  Spirit,  i.  93 ;  G  338 ;  yeULdk 

up  the  goat^  gives  up  the  ghost,  L.  886. 
Gostly,  Gooctly,  a^.  spiritual,  1 393. 
Gk>8tly,  adv,  spirituiUly,  mystioaJly,  G 

109 ;  devoutly,  truly,  T.  ▼.  103a 
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Gk>ter,  t.  gutter,  channel  for  water,  L. 

Qoune^looth,  a  cloth  to  maJke  a  gown, 
D  2H7»  2^5^. 

GoTemoille,  a  mastexy,  E  119a ;  j>I.  mles, 
B  I.  p  6.  52. 

QoTomannoe,  t.  management,  control, 
rale,  HF.  945,  958;  providence,  T.  ii 
467 ;  dominion,  B  3541 ;  manner  of 
action,  F  311 ;  self-control,  T.  ii  loao ; 
charge,  care,  O  73;  demeanonr,  T.  ii 
219. 

Goveme,  v.  control,  T.  iii  475 ;  imp.  pi. 
arrange,  regolate,  B  1451,  E  322. 

Gk>T^merM8e,  a  /em.  governor,  rnler, 
mistress,  I.  141 ;  2.  8a 

GkrvemoiiT,  a  ruler,  umpire,  A  813; 
leader,  L.  io6a 

Qraoe,  «.  favour,  i.  46;  mercy,  F  999; 
pardon,  B  647;  good  opinion,  B.  1169; 
virtue,  B.  1099 ;  JUr  grace,  her  iavonr 
(ie.  that  of  the  VirginX  B  980 ;  of  grace, 
out  of  &vour,  in  kindness,  F  161; 
Bory  grace,  an  ill  favour,  HF.  1790 ;  dis- 
favour, D  746 ;  horde  grace,  displeasure, 
5.  65;  displeasure,  disgust,  D  2228; 
severity,  HF.  1586;  disfavour,  misfor- 
tune, T.  i  713  ;  ill  luck  (i  e.  acurse  upon 
lum),  Q  665 ;  Graces,  jpl.  thanks,  B2994. 

Grscelees,  adj.  unfavoured  by  Gkxl,  G 
1078 ;  out  of  favour,  T.  i  781. 

Grame,  s.  anger,  grief,  harm,  7.  276W 

Ghrange,  s,  bam,  granary,  A  3668. 

Grant  meroy,  best  thanks,  G  138a 

Grspenel,  s.  grapnel,  L.  640. 

Gras  (i),  i.  grass,  B.  1419. 

Gras  (2),  a  grace,  B  2021. 

Graape, «.  grope,  T.  v.  223. 

OrBBrtyme,  a  time  of  eating  grass,  time 
of  youth,  A  3868. 

Ghranngea,  pi.  granges,  bams,  granaries, 
HF.  698. 

GrsQjit,  a  grant,  B.  851. 

Qraont  meroy,  best  thanks,  G  1156. 

Graunten,  v.  grant,  B.  1483 ;  fix,  name, 
E  179 ;  pt  $,  assented  to,  L.  2665 ;  pt.  pi, 
consented  to,  A  786. 

Grave,  a  A  2778 ;  pit,  L.  68a 

.Graven,  v.  engrave,  F  830 ;  Grave,  v.  dig ; 
dothehegr.,  the  causes  to  be  dug,  L.  678 ; 
bury,  E  681 ;  to  engrave,  G  17 ;  Graven, 
pp.  engraved,  graven,  HF.  193 ;  buried, 
L.  785 ;  Grave,  pp.  graven,  HF.  157. 

Grayn,  9,  dye ;  in  grwgn,  in  dye,  ie.  dyed 
of  a  Dast  oolonr,  B  1917. 

Graythe,  ger,  to  clothe,  dress,  B.  584. 

G^reoe,  a  grease,  A  135. 

Gredy,  adj.  greedy,  ready,  T.  iii  1758. 


Gree  (i),  a  favour,  good  part,  B.  42 ;  good 
will,  18. 73 ;  ingreB,  favourably,  T.  ii.  529. 

Gree  {2\  a  degree,  rank,  L.  1313 ;  sope- 
riority,  A  2733. 

Greef,  «.  grievance,  D  2174. 

Graet,  adj.  great,  3.  954 ;  principal,  B  iiSi ; 
voc  B  1797 ;  pi.  L.  929;  luxuriant,  C  37 ; 
a  greet,  a  great  one,  A  339 ;  Grete,  d^. 
adj.  ae  a,  the  chief  part,  L.  574. 

Grehoundea,  a  pi.  greyhounds,  A  19a 

Greithe, «.  prepare,  B  3784. 

Grene,  adj.  a»  $.,  green  colour,  B.  57:^ ;  A 
103 ;  green  clothing  (the  colour  of  in- 
constancy), 21.  7;  green  plaoe,  green 
space,  F862. . 

Grenehade,  v.  greenneas,  wantonness,  B 
163. 

Grenning,  pree.  part  grinning,  R.  156. 

Gres,  a  gzaas,  T.  ii.  515 ;  pi.  grasses,  HP. 

Grete,  v.  greet ;  imp. «.  L.  2299 ;  Grette, 

I  pi.  a  L.  116. 
Gretter,  adj.  comp.  greater,  A  197. 
Grevaunoe,  a  grievance,  tronfale,  bard> 

ship,  B  2676;.  complaint  (against  us.. 

1.63;  discomfort,  5.  205;  affliction,  la 

47 ;  pi.  distresses,  T.  i  647. 
Grove,  a  grove,  T.  v.  1144;  j»I.  A  1495: 

boughs,  sprays,  L.  227. 
Ghreve,  ger.  to  harm,  B.  1042 ;  feel  vexed, 

grumble,    T.    i    343;    pr.    •.    grieves, 

harms,  A  917 ;  impert.  it  vexes,  E  647. 
Grevoua,  adj.  grievous,  painful,   T.  v. 

1604.  ' 
Greyn,  a  grain,  com,  A  596;  grain  (djel, 

B  4649 ;  in  greyn,  of  a  fast  coloor,  F  511 ; 

Gr^yn  de  Paradys,  grains  of  paradiae, 

B.  1369;    Groyn,  grain  (of  paradises 

cardamom,  A  369a 
Greythen,  pr.  pL  prepare  (themselTesX 

get  ready,  A  4309 ;  ger.  to  adorn,  clothe, 

dress,  B.  584.    IceL  greUkk 
Griffon,  a  grifBn,  A  2133. 
Grille,  adj.  pL  horrible,  B.  73. 
Grim,  adj.  angry,  A  2042 ;  fleroe,  A  2519. 
Ghrimnesse,  a  horror,  1 864. 
Grtnte,  pi.  a  grinned,  D  ai6i. 
Grintinge,  e.  gnashing  (of  teethX  I  20& 
Grisel,  a  name  given  to  an  old  man. 

whose  hair  is  gray  (lit  old  horse),  16.  .\' 
Grialy,  adj.    horrible,   terrible,    awfiil 

A  1363,  1971 ;  very  serious,  T.  ii.  170a 
Grobbe, «.  dig,  grub  (up),  9.  S9. 
Grome,  s.  man;  gr.  and  teendk^,  maa 

and  woman,  HF.  206 ;  pi  men,  B»  20a 
Gronte,  pt  a  groaned,  B  3899. 
Grope,  V.  try,  test,  examine,  A  644 ;  get. 

to  search  out,  D  1817. 
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Or6t,  a,  paxticle,  atom,  D  1293. 
Orote,  «.  groat,  (Dutch)  coin,  C  945. 
Qronnded,  pp.  well  instrnoted,  A  414 ; 

founded,  T.  iv.  167a. 
Groyn  (i),  &  (a  swine's)  snoat,  1 156. 
Oroyn  (a),  jl  mnrmnr,  T.  1  349. 
Oroyning,  &  mnrmnring,  A  2460. 
Orucohe,  «.  mnrmor,  T.  iii.  643 ;  ger.  to 

gTomble,  D  443. 
Qnioohing,  s.  grumbling,  complaining, 

mnrmnring,  D  406, 1 499. 
Oruf,  adv.  on  their  faces,  grovellingly, 

in  a  grovelling  posture,  A  949,  B  1865. 

Gf.  IceL  a  grOfu^  face  downwards. 
Grypen,  ger,  to  grasp,  R  204. 
Qrys,  adj.  gray,  Gt  559 ;  pomAy  gryt,  ie. 

dapple-gray. 
Grys,  s.  a  gray  fVu*,  A  194*    The  fur  of 

the  sray  squirreL 
Gaerdon,  «.  recompense,  meed,  reward, 

R.  1526 ;  him  to  g.^aask  reward  for  him, 

L.  ao52. 
Guerdone,  v.  reward,  I  283 ;  pp.  B  2462. 
Guerdoning,  a.  reward,  5.  455. 
Gyde,  «.  guide,   A   804;    ruler,   G  45  i 

guide,  wielder,  5.  13d 
Gyde,  ger,  to  direct,  lead,  T.  i.  183 ;  to 

guide,  T.  iii  iSii\  pr.  pL  conduct,  T. 

u.  1 104. 
Gyderesae,  s.  conductress,  B  4.  p  i.  9. 
Gyding,  8.  guidance,  T.  v.  643. 
Gye,  V.  guide,  A  1950,  £  1429;  conduct 

(myself  X  L.  2045  J  govern,  A  3046 ;  rule, 

B  3587;  instruct,  control,  B  ia86;  ger. 

to  guide,  T.  v.  546 ;  to  regulate,  I  13 ; 

a»  witly  he  gye^  so  verily  may  he  guide, 

25.8. 
Gyle,  «.  decieit,  A  2596 ;  trick,  T.  iii  777. 
Gylonr,  jl  beguiler,  trickster,  A  4321. 
Gyse,  e.  guise,  wi^,   A  663;    manner, 

B.  789,  A  laoS,  1789;   custom,  A  993; 

way,  plan,  T.  iv.  1370. 
Gyte,  8.  dress,  perhape  skirt  or  mantle, 

A  3954 ;  pi.  D  559.   Cf.  gyde  in  Jamieson's 

Diet.,  where  the  sense  is  dress,  skirt, 

or  mantle.    Oasooigne  uses  giU  in  the 

sense  of  dress  in  his  Fhilomena,  i  117 : 

*  A  stately  Nimph,  a  dame  of  heauenly 

kinde.  Whose  glittering  giU  so  glimsed 

in  mine  eyes.' 


Hal  ha!  iiiterj.  B  4571* 
Haberdaoaher,  9.  seller  of  hats,  A  361. 
Habergeoun,  e.  a  hauberk  or  coat  of 

mail,  A  76,  aiig. 
Habitaole,  e.  habitable  space,  B  a.  p  7. 

59;  Habitacles,  jpZ.  niches,  BJf.  1194. 


Habotmdaniit,  pree.  pi,  abounding,  B 

3.  P  a.  3a. 
Habounde,  v.  abound,  B  3938,  E  1286. 
Habundant,  adj.  abundant,  £  59. 
Habundaunoe,  e.  plenty,  B  2^2. 
Hab^ten,  pr.  pi.  inhabit,  B.  66a 
Haoohes,  pL  hatches,  L.  648. 
Hailes,  pi.  hailnrtorms,  HF.  967.        • 
Hainselins,  a.  pL  short  jackets,  I  422. 

O.F.  AatfueTin,  AamceUtn,  a  sort  of  robe ; 

cf.  G.  Hemd,  shirt. 
Haire,  s.  hai]^«hirt,  B.  438. 
Hakeney,  e.  old  horse,  R  1137 ;  G  559. 
Halde,  pp.  held,  esteemed  (Northern),  A 

4^08. 
Hale,  V.  draw,    attract,  5.   151;  pr.  9. 

draws  back,  i.  68. 
Half,  8.  side,  HF.   1136;  behalf,  T.  ii 

1734 ;   Haifa,  dot  5.  135 ;  on  my  hal/k, 

from  me,  3.   139;    a  goddea  hai/e^  on 

God's  side,  in  God*s  name,  D  50 ;  Halve, 

dot  side,  part,  T.  iv.   5^45;  pL  sides, 

A  3481. 
Half-goddes,  pi.  demi-gods,  L.  387. 
Half-yeer  age,  of  the  age  of  half  a  year, 

A  3971- 
Haliday,  9.  holiday,  A  3309,  3340. 
Halke,  «.  comer,  R  464;  hiding-place, 

L.  i7ik>;  nook,  F  iiai ;  pL  G311. 
Halle,  9.  hall,  A  353 ;  dining-room,  T.  ii. 

1 170 ;  parlour,  B  402a. 
Halp,  pt.  9.  o/Helpe. 
Hali,  9.  neck,  HF.  394 ;  B  73 ;  cut  the  hdU, 

cut  in  the  throat,  L.  292  a. 
HaUe,  I  pr.9.  I  coz^'ure,  B  1835.    '^^ 

proper  meaning  of  A.S.  heaUian  is  to 

cla^  round  the  neck  (A.S.  heal9\  and 

thence  to  beseech,  supplicate. 
Halt,  pr.  9.  Q/'HoIde  and  Halten. 
Halten,  ger.  to  limp,  T.  iv.  1457;  Halt, 

pr.  9.  goes  lame,  3.  6aa. 
Hal^e    goddes,   pL    demigods,    T.    iv. 

1545. 
Halvendel,  9.  the  half  part  (of),  T.  v. 

335- 

Halwen,  ger.  to  hallow,  1 919. 

Halwes,  pi.  saints,  B  1060 ;  apostles,  3. 
831 ;  shrines  of  saints,  A  14. 

Haly-dayes,  pL  holy-days,  festivals,  A 
395a,  1 667. 

Ham,  9.  home  (Northern),  A  403a. 

Hameled,  pp.  cut  off,  T.  ii  964.  (It 
refers  to  the  mutilation  of  dogs  that 
were  found  to  be  pursuing  game 
secretly.  They  were  mutilated  by 
cutting  off  a  foot)  A.  S.  Jtamelian,  to 
mutilate. 

Hamer,  e.  hamjuer,  A  2508. 
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Hampred,  pp.  hampered,  bnrdaned,  S. 

Hand^  a.  hand,  A  io8;  im  Mb  handSj 
leading  hy  hia  hand,  L.  213. 

Hazidebrede,  a.  hand's  breadth,  A  38x1. 

Handwork,  a,  oreatores,  things  created, 
D  156a. 

Haageth,  pr.  t.  aajut  will  hang,  B.  193; 
Heeng,  pL  8.  hnng,  A  3250 ;  Heng,  pi.  «. 
hung,  B.  aa4,  240;  (which)  hung,  E 
1883;  hong  down,  T.  iL  689;  Hanged, 
l>p.  hong  round,  A  2568 ;  hong,  T.  iL  553. 

Hap,  a  chance,  £  aoaj;  Inok,  saooess, 
B  3938,  G  1209 ;  good  fortune,  3.  1039 1 
A.  other  grace^  a  mere  chance  or  a 
special  favour,  3.  810 ;  pi,  occnrrenoes, 
3.  1279. 

Happe,  V.  happen,  befiEOl,  A  585 ;  A.  how 
h.  ffuiy,  happen  what  may,  T.  v.  79$. 

Happen,  pr.  a  $ubj.  (it^  may  happen,  L. 
78. 

Happy,  adj.  lucky,  T.  IL  621. 

Hard,  adj.  hard,  A  229 ;  (^  hardy  with 
difficulty,  T.  ii.  1236 ;  d^.  cruel,  6.  xo6 ; 
E  499 ;  with  h,  graoe^  with  displeasure, 
severity  (see  Grace). 

Harde,  adv.  tightly,  A  3279. 

Hardely,  adv.  boldly,  B.  270 ;  unhesitat- 
ingly, 6.  1x8  ;  scarcely,  B.  4 ;  certainly, 
HF.  359. 

Hardiment, «.  boldness,  T.  iv.  533. 

Hardinesse,  a  boldness,  A  1948,  B  3210; 
fool-hardiness,  B  2508 ;  insolence,  1 45S. 

Harding,  a.  hardening,  tempering,  V  243. 

Hardn^sse,  a  cruelty,  4.  232 ;  hardship, 
1688. 

Hardy,  adj.  bold,  A  405;  sturdy,  F  19; 
rash,  R  1038. 

Harie,  ger.  to  drag,  I  171 ;  Haried,  pp. 
pulled  forcibly,  A  2726. 

Harlot,  a  a  person  of  low  birth,  servant- 
lad,  D  1754;  ribald,  A  647;  rogue, 
rascal,  A  4268 ;  Harlotes;  j>2.  thieves, 
pick-pockets,  B.  191.  (Used  of  both 
sexes.) 

Harlotrye,  a  ribaldry,  A  3145 ;  wicked- 
ness, D  X328 ;  evil  conduct,  £  2262 ;  pi. 
ribald  jests,  A  561. 

Harm,  a.  harm,  3.  49^;  A  385;  hrokm 
Aann,  occasional  injury,  petty  annoy- 
ance, E  1425. 

Hameiaed,  pp.  equipped  (lit  hamessedX 
A  114. 

Hameya,  a  armour,  A  1006;  gear,  ar- 
rangement, I  974;  fittings,  A  2896; 
harness,  I  433 ;  provision,  D  136. 

Harpe-stringes,  pL  harp^trings,  HF. 
777. 


Harping,  a  playing  on  the  harp,  A  ^66^ 

Harpour,  a.  lumper,  T.  iL  1090. 

Harre,  a  hinge,  A  55a    A.8.  heorrau 

Harrow !  interj.  help !  A  3286.  O.F.  haro. 

Harwed,  pt,  a.  harried,  despoiled,  A  3512, 
D  2107.  (Alluding  to  the  hanying  or 
harrowing  of  hell  by  C3iri8t)  A.SL 
hergian. 

Hasturd,  a  dice-playi  C  465,  591. 

Haaardour,  a  gamester,  C  596. 

Hasardrsre,  a  gaming,  playing  at  haaaxd, 
0590^ 

Hasel-wode,  a  haael-wood,  Le.  no  news 
(see  belowX  T.  v.  505,  1174;  jpIL  haael- 
bushes,  T.  iiL  89a  (Haael-woods  shake, 
L  e.  that  is  no  news,  it  is  of  no  use  to 
tell  me  that.)  * 

Hagpe,  a  hasp,  A  347a 

Hast,  hast  thou  (so)?  A  4a68L 

Hast,  a  haste,  T.  iiL  1438. 

Hasteth,  imp.  pL  make  haste,  I  72. 

Hastif,  adj.  hasty,  A  3545. 

Hastiihease,  a  hastiness,  B  231a. 

Hastow,  2pr.a.  hast  thou,  A  3533. 

HateftO,  adj.  hateful,  D  366;  odious 
(Lat.  odWOsX  D  119s. 

Hateredes,  a.  pL  hatreds,  B  4.  m  4.  2. 

Haabergeons,  a.  pL  hauberks,  I  k^j. 
1054. 

Hauberk,  a.  coat  of  mail,  A  2431,  B  3053. 

Haunohe-bon,  a  thigh-bone^  A^  38^3 ; 
pi.  haunch-bones,  A  3279. 

Haunt,  a.  abode,  B  2001 ;  *  limit,*  usual 
resort,  A  252  e ;  use,  practice,  skill,  447. 

Hanntefh,  pr.  a.  habitually  uses,  T.  v. 
X556 ;  is  used  to,  A  4392 ;  practises,  C 
547 ;  P^'  P^  resort  to,  I  885 ;  pocactise. 
1780^847. 

Hauteyn,  a^j-  proud,  stately,  5.  262; 
loud,  G  330 ;  Hautein,  haughty,  I  614. 

Haven,  v.  have,  T.  iiL  1463 ;  Han,  v.  F.  50 ; 
keep,  retain,  G  725 ;  take  away,  O  727 ; 
obtain,  G  234 ;  possess  (c£  *  to  have  and 
to  hold'),  B  208; -Hast,  a  pr.  t.  hast 
thou  so?  A  4268;  Hath,  pr.  s.  has, 
L.  27D0;  Han,  i  pr.  pi.  have,  L.  28; 
2pr.pL  A.  849 ;  Han,  pr,j^  £  18S,  381 ; 
Ix)S8ess,  A.  pr.  24 ;  Had^  i  pt,  a  pos- 
sessed, 2. 34 ;  Hadde,  pt.  a  had,  Ii.  1859; 
had,  possessed,  £  438;  took,  S  303: 
Hade  (used  for  the  rimeX  pi  s.  A  554, 
617 ;  Hadden,  pt  pL  had,  kept,  B  201  ^ 
Hadde,i>tjp2.  L.  1841;  Ihadds  Uoer,  I 
would  rather,  B  30$};  Bava,  imp.  a. 
take,  F  759;  Have  doon,  make  an  end, 

Havinge,  a  possession  {haheiM^  B  1. 
m5.33. 
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Hawe,  (iX  «.  hair,  yard,  enolosara,  C  855. 

Hawe,  (aX  A  ^^  (fruit  of  dog-rose),  D 
659 ;  wUh  hawe  hake,  with  baked  haws, 
le.  with  ooaxM  ilsure,  B  95. 

Hay,  A  hedge,  B.  54. 

Hayl,Men^hailI  A  3579- 

Hayt,  interi.  come  up !  D  1543. 

He,  jMnm.  he,  A  44,  fto. ;  iModybr  it,  G  867, 
868;  Oat  Jktf,  that  man,  HF.  2069;  He... 
he,  this  one . . .  that  one,  5. 166 ;  He  and 
he,  one  man  and  another,  T.  ii.  1748 ; 
Him,  dot,  a$td  ace.  himself,  A  87 ;  Him 
or  here,  him  or  her,  HF.  1003;  him 
remedy  it  seemed  to  him,  he  appeared,  ** 
B  3361 ;  Hem,  p<.  dot  and  ace  them, 
A  II ;  hem  memed,  it  seemed  to  them, 
they  supposed,  F  56. 

Hed,  pp,  hidden,  L.  aoA. 

Hede,  &  heed,  A  303 ;  tak  K,  take  oare, 

1.47. 

Hede,  v.  provide  with  a  head,  T.  ii  1042. 

Hddd,  9.  head,  A  198,  293,  455;  source, 
16.  43;  beginning,  F  ii8a ;  on  hU  K^ 
at  the  risk  of  his  head,  A  17^5 ;  midgrt 
hir  hede,  in  spite  of  all  they  can  do. 
4.  220 ;  maugiree  hir  heed,  in  spite  of  all 
she  could  do,  D  887 ;  mauffre  thffn  heed, 
in  Qtite  of  all  thou  const  do,  B  104 ; 
Hedes,  pL  heads,  or  first  points  of  signs, 
A.  1  17.  ao;  Hevedes,  heads,  B  203a. 

Heef;  pt,e,Qf  Heve. 

Heeld,  pC  «.  (^  Holde. 

Heelp,pC.  %.  (^Helpe. 
'  Heeng,  pt  e.  c^fHaaig^ 

Hd^  a  heap,  Le.  crowd,  host,  A  575; 
mat  number,  crowd,  T.  iv.  »8i. 

HMT,  e.  hair,  B.  549;    Hires,  pL  HF. 

Heer,  ado,  here,  B  1177;  Heer  and  ther, 
never  long  in  one  place,  G  1174 ;  her 
and  ther,  hither  and  thither,  B  5.  p 

5.33. 
Heer-mgayns,  prep,  against  this,  I  668. 
Heer-bifom,    adv.    here-before,    before 

this,  F  1535. 
Heer-forth,  adv.  in  this  direction,  D  looi. 
Heer-mele,  a  the  thickness  of  a  hair, 

a  hair's  breadth,  A  ii  38.  17. 
Heeste,  a  commandment,  I  845. 
Heet,  pi.  e.  of  Bote. 
Hegse,  e.  hedge,  T.  v.  1144 ;  pi.  B  4408. 
Heiffh,  adj.  high,  A  316^  523;  great,  A 

1798 ;    lofty,  B  3103 ;    learned,  E   18 ; 

severe,  B  795 ;   Heighe,  def.  0  633 ;   in 

h.  and  Iowa,  in  both   high   and  low 

things,  i  e.  wholly,  A  817,  B  993. 
Heighe,  ad».  high  np,  T.  iv.  996;  high, 

B  4607;  an  heigh,  on  high,  F  849. 


Heighly,  ado.  strongly,  T.  ii  1733. 
Helde,  v,  hold,  retain,  D  27a.    See  Holde 

(the  usual  formX 
Helde,  pt.  pL    poured  out,    HF.    1686 

(Better  than 'held.*)    See  Hielde. 
Hele,  a.  health,  L.  1159 ;  recovery,  well- 

beingi  i.  80 ;  prosperi^,  L.  a^,    A.  S. 

H61e,  dot.  heel,  T.  iv.  738. 

Hele,  9.  conceal,  B  2379 ;  pp.  hidden,  B 
4245.    A.S.  helan. 

Helelees,  adj.  out  of  health,  T.  v.  1593. 

Helen,  v.  heal,  11.  4 ;  pp.  A  2706. 

Helle,  $.  hell,  4.  120;  L.  2,  6. 

Helpe,  ».  helper,  assistant,  L.  1616. 

Helpe,  V.  help,  A  258 ;  H.  of,  cure  of,  A  632 ; 
Heelp)  I  pi.  a  helped,  A  4346;  Heelp, 
pt  a  6920 ;  Halp,  pt  a  A 1651 ;  Helpeth, 
imp.  pt  L.  68 ;  Holpe,  pt  a  euhj.  helped, 
B.  it3o;  Holpen,  pp.  helped,  aided, 
F666;  healed,  A  18. 

Helply.  adj.  helpftd,  T.  v.  128. 

Hem,  them ;  see  He. 

Hemi-Cpere,  hemisphere,  T.  iii  1439. 

Hem-self,  pron.  pL  themselves,  B  145 ; 
Hem-selven,  F  1420W 

Hen,  «.  hen,  A  177 ;  (as  a  thing  of  small 
value),  D  ma. 

Hende,  adj.  ooorteous,  polite,  gentle, 
A  3i99»  327a,  3462. 

Henne,  adv.  hence,  T.  i  572. 

Hennes,  adv.  hence,  T.  v.  402 ;  now,  HF. 
1284. 

Hennei-forth,  ado,  henceforth,  B.  701. 

Hente.  v.  catch,  I  355 ;  seize,  A  3347 ; 
acquire,  get,  A  299 ;  circumvent,  T.  iv. 
1371 ;  dide  her  for  to  hente,  caused  her 
to  be  seized,  L.  2715 ;  Hent,  pr.  a  seizes, 
catches,  T.  iv.  5;  Hente,  pr,  e.  eubj. 
may  seize,  G  7;  Hente,  pta  caught, 
took,  A  957;  caught  away,  B  1144; 
seized,  caught  hold  of,  T.  ii  934 ;  grasped, 
C  255;  took  Ibrcibly,  £  534;  took  in 
hunting,  B  3449 ;  lifted,  G  205 ;  pt  pt 
seized,  A  904;  caught,  R.  773;  pp. 
caught,  A  158 1. 

Henteres,  e.  pL  fllchen,  B  i.  p  3.  89. 

H^pe,  a  hip,  the  fruit  of  the  dog-rose,  B 
1937- 

Hepen,  pr.  pi.  augment,  B  5.  p  2.  46 ;  pp. 
accumulated,  T.  iv.  236. 

Her,  Hir,  pron.  poee.  their,  B  136.  A.$. 
heora,  hira,  of  them ;  gen.  pi  of  hi,  he. 

Heraud,  a  herald,  A  3533. 

Heraude,  per.  to  proclaim  as  a  herald 
does,  HF.  1576. 

Herber,  a  garden,  T.  ii  1705 ;  arbour,  L. 

2Q3. 
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Herbergage,  a.  a  lodging,  abode,  A  4339 ; 

B4179- 
HerbergeouTS,  «.  pi.  harbingen,    pro- 
viders of  lodgings,  B  997. 
Herberwe,  or  Herberw,  «.  harbour,  A 

403;  inn,  A  765;   lodging,  shelter,  A 

41 19 ;  dwelling,  position,  F  1035. 
Herberwe,  ger.  to  shelter,  R  491 ;  Her- 

berweden,  pi.  pi.  lodged,  B  3.  p  6.  75. 
Herberwing,  «.  lodging,  sheltering,  A 

4352. 
Her-bifom,  adj.  before  this  time,  L.  73  ; 

a  while  ago,  3.  1136. 
Her-by,  adv.  with  respect  to  this  matter, 

D  2204  ;  hence,  HF.  263. 
^torde,  8.  shepherd,  G  19a ;  keeper  of 

cattle,  A  603. 
Herde-grozoes,  pi.  herdsmen,  HF.  122$. 
Hordes,  pi.  coarse  flax,  '  hards,'  B.  1433. 
Herdesse,  a.  shepherdess,  T.  i.  653. 
Here,  pron.  her,  B.  ia6o ;  &o. 
Here,  pou.  pron.  her,  T.  i  285 ;  fto. 
Here,  adv.  here,  in  this  place,  on  this 

spot,  T.  ▼.  478.   (Dissyllabic.)  See  Heer. 
Here,  v.  hear,  A  169 ;  Keren,  v.  HF.  879 ; 

Herestow,  2  pr.  8.  hearest  thou,  A  3366 ; 

Herth,  pr.  8.  hears,  L.  327  a;  Herde, 

pt.  8.  heard,  A  231 ;  Herdestow,  heardest 

then,  A  4170;  Herd,  i>p.  heard,  3.  129. 
Here-aE^ayns,  against  this,  A  3039 ;  Here- 

ayeins,  in  reply  to  that,  T.  ii.  1380. 
Here  and  howne,  T.  iv.  210;  perhaps 

gentle  and  savage,  i.e.   one    and  ^l 

(donbtM).    Cf.  here^  gentle,  in  Strat- 

mann ;  and  A  S.  BUna,  a  Hun. 
Herie,  v.  praise,  T.  iii.   1672;  Heriest, 

2  pr.  8.  worshippest,  B  3419  i  pr.  8.  B 

"55  i  P^'  P^'  worshipped,  L.  786 ;  jTp.  B 

872.    A.  6.  herUm. 
Herke,  imp.  8.  hearken,  E 1323 ;  Herketh, 

imp.  pi.  D  1656. 
Herknen,  v.  hearken,  listen,  I  81 ;  ger. 

to  listen  to,  3.  752  ;  Herkne,  v.  G- 1006 ; 

ger.  B  3159 ;  pt.  8.  listened  to,  A  4173 ; 

Herkned,  pp.  listened,  B.  630 ;  K  <hfier^ 

expected,  F  403. 
Heme,  a  comer,  F  1121 ;  pi.  G  658. 
Hemeys,  8.  armour,  A  2496 ;  pi.  sets  of 

armour,  A  163a 
Heroner,  s.  falcon  for  herons,  T.  iv.  413. 
Heronere,  adj.  used  for  flying  at  herons, 

L.  112a    Said  of  a  falcon. 
Heronsewes,   «.  pi.  hemshaws,  young 

herons,    F   68.     Heroneew  is  derive^ 

regularly,  firom  A.F.  herouneel^  later 

heroun^u ;  a  diminutive  from  heroun^ 

like  lioncel  from  Uon. 
Heme,  8.  hearse,  2.  15,  36. 


Hert,  8.  hart,  3*  35i ;  5-  195- 

Herte,  a  heart,  A 150, 229 ;  dear  one,  T.  IL 

1096;    courage,    3.   122a;    Hertes,    fftm. 

heart's,  i.  164;  Herte,  gen.  T.  iL  445; 

Herte  rote,  root  (bottom)  of  the  luMUt, 

R  1026 ;  myn  Aeriet,  of  my  heart,  4.  57. 
Herte,  pL  8.  hurt,  3.  883. 
Herte-blood,  heart's  blood,  A  2006,  C  902. 
Hertelees,  adj.  heartless,  without  beart, 

T.  V.  1594 ;  deficient  in  courage,  S  4098. 
Hertely,  ado.  heartily,  A  762;  thorcmsbly, 

L.  33 ;  earnestly,  3.  1226 ;  truly,  3.  85. 
Herte-rote,  s.  root  of  the  heart,  depth  of 

the  heart,  L.  1993. 
Herte-opoon,  «.  *the  oonoave  part  of  the 

breast,  where  the  ribs  unite  to   farm 

the  cartOago  ensiformie^  (l^rwhittX  A 

2606. 
Hert-hunting,  t.  hunting  of  the  hart,  3. 

Herth,  pr.  a  heareth,  L.  327  a. 

Hertly,  adj.  heartfelt,  honest,  L.  2124; 

hearty,  £  176,  502,  F  5. 
Heryinge,  a  praising,  I  682;  predse,  B 

1649 ;  gloiy,  T.  iiL  48. 
Heste,  8.  command,  commandment,  be- 
hest, B  '382 ;  promise,  F  1064 ;  Heeste, 

commandment,  r845. 
H^te,  8.  heat,  R  1508;  passion,  4.  127; 

heat,  butputfor  suige,  B  i.  m^7.  4- 
Hete,  V.  promise,  vow,  6.  77 ;  pr.  s.  sm^. 

promise,  A  2398  \  i  pr.  «.  B  334 ;  Hette, 

pt.  8.  4.  185.    See  Hote. 
Heterly,  adv.  fiercely,  Ll  638W 
H&then,  ado.  hence  (NorthemX  A  4033. 
Hethenesse,  8.  heathen  landa,  A  49,  B 

II 12. 
Hething,  s.    contempt,    A  4  no      loeL 

hading. 
Hette,  pt.  8.  heated,  inflamed,  5.  145. 
Hette,  pt.  8.  pzomised,  4.  185.    See  Hole. 
Heve,  V.  heave,  lift,  A  550 ;  per.  to  use 

exertion,  labeur,  T.  ii.  1289 ;  pr,  s.  lifts 

up,  B  5.  m  5.  18 ;  Haf,  pt.  8.  heaved,  A 

3470 ;  Heef,  pt  8.  lifted,  B  i.  p  i.  19. 
Heved,  a  head,  HF.  550 ;  beginning,  A 

iL  16.  3 ;  Hevedes,  pL  B  2032. 
Heven,  8.  heaven,  A  519;  the  celestial 

sphere,  B  3500 ;  supreme  delight,  F  558 ; 

beautiful  sight,  T.  ii  637 ;  Hevene,  gem. 

heaven's,  D  1181,  Q  542. 
Hevenish,  ocO'-  heavenly,  HF.   1395;  of 

the  spheres,  4.  3a 
Hevieth,  pr.  pi.  weigh  down,  B  5.  m  5.  i6l 
Hevy,  adj.  heavy,  R  229 ;  sad,  4.  12. 
Hewe,   (i)  8.   hue,   colour,  complexioii, 

A  394, 1364;  outward  appearance,  mien, 

D  1622  ;  pretence,  C  421. 
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HewB,  {2), «.  (hoii0ehold)-aexTaiLt,  domes- 

tio,  B1785.    A.&.hh€a, 
Sewed,  adj»  oolonred,  B.  aij. 
Hey,  f.  haj,  A  3362;  gam,  B  3407. 
Hey  I  iiUerj,  hey !  L.  1213. 
Heye,  adj.  d^,  high,  A.  L  16.  11. 
Hey^te,  §.  height,  A.  ii.  ».  8. 
Heyne,  8.  wretch,  G  1319. 
HeynooB,  adj,  heinous,  odioiu,  T.  ii.  1617. 
Heyre,  04/'  hair,  made  of  hair,  G  736. 
Heyxe, «.  hair-shirt,  Q  133. 
HeymiggOi  ^  hedge-sparrow,  5.  612. 
Seyt,  hUerJ'  come  up,  D  1561. 
Hider,  €idv.  hither,  4.  165. 
HidonB,  adj,  hideous,  A  35210;  terrible, 

horrible,  dreadfU,  A  1978,  B  4583 ;  ugly, 

B.  158. 
Hidoosly,  adv.  terribly,  A 1701. 
Hielde,  pr.  g.  mbj.  •poor  out,  shed,  B  a. 

m  J.  a  (Let.  .^mdatS, 
Hlerdes,  female  guardian,  protectress, 

T.  iiL  619.  Bee  Herdesae. 
Hi«ht,  Highte ;  see  Hote. 
Hi^teth,i»*.  «.  adorns,  gladdens,  B  i. 

m2.a5. 
Hild,  pL  a.  bent,  inclined,  3.  393. 
Hinde, «.  hind,  3.  427. 
Hindre,  v.  hinder,  B.  1039. 
Hindreste,  tuperl.  hindmost,  A  6aa, 
Hipee,j>l.hips,A472. 
Hir,  (i),  pen,  pron.  dtU,  €md  ooc.,  to  her, 

her,  A  126,  B  i6a,  &o. 
Hir,  (2\  pom,  proH,  her,  A  lao,  B  164,  kc. 
Hir  (3),  gen,  pL  of  them ;  Hir  aller,  of 

them  aOl,  A  586 ;  Hir  bothe,  of  both  of 

them,  B  m. 
Hir,  (4),  pom.  pnm.  their,  A  11,  B  140,  &c. ; 

Her,  B  3536,  &o. 
Hir  fthanJEes,  with  their  good  will,  wil- 
lingly, A  21 14. 
Hires,  hezs,  5.  48a,  588. 
Himia,  a  hernia,  1 423. 
Hia,  gen.  masc,  his,  A  47,  50,  &c. ;  netU. 

its,  I.  178 ;  T.  iii.  1088,  v.  1379  >  ^  P^^' 

Mars  his  =  of  Mars,  L.  2593. 
Hiathankea,  with  his  good  will,  willingly, 

A  3107. 
Hiatorial,  adj,  historical,  G  156. 
Hitfimm.  it,  3. 1 17 ;  Hit  am  I,  it  is  I,  3. 186, 

L.  314 ;  Hit  weren,  they  were,  HF.  1323. 
Hit,  pr.  8.  hides,  F  513.    HU  is  a  con- 
tracted form,  equivalent  to  Mdeth. 
Ho,  iiUeii.  hold !  stop  I  B  3957. 
Ho,  s.  exclamation  commanding  sUenoe, 

A  ^33 ;  stop,  cessation,  T.  ii.  1083. 
Hoohepot,  «.  hotch-potch,  ndxtnre,  B 

3447. 
Hoke^^Iot  cfHook, 


Hoker,  a  scorn,  £rowardnesB,  A  3965. 
A.  8.  hCcor. 

Hokerly,  ado.  scomfblly,  1 584. 

Hold,  8.  possession,  B  4064 ;  grasp,  F  167 ; 
keeping,  D  599 ;  fort,  castle,  B  507. 

Holdie,  V.  keep,  preserve,  D  1144;  hold, 
keep,  B  41 ;  oontinne,  go  on  with,  T.  ii. 
965;  restrain,  7.  309,  310;  keep  to  (see 
Frooes),  F  658 ;  Holden,  v.  hold,  keep, 
F  763;  keep,  F  1163;  think,  consider, 
Ii.  857 ;  do  than  holde  herto^  keep  to  it 
then,  3.  754 ;  Holdo  up,  hold  up,  2.  24. ; 
Holde  his  pees,  hold  his  peace,  B  4625 ; 
Holde,  I  pr.  8.  consider,  deem,  Q-  739 ; 
Holdest,  2  pr.  8.  acconntest,  L.  316; 
Halt,  pr.  8.  holds,  11.  16;  T.  y.  348; 
keeps,  T.  ii.  37;  holds  fast,  T.  iii  1636 ; 
considers,  G*  921 ;  esteems,  D  1185 ;  per- 
forms, 3.  6ai ;  remains  firm,  la  38  ; 
Holt,  pr.  8.  holds,  T.  iii.  1374 ;  Holden, 
2pr.  pL  keep,  Ll  2300  \  Holde,  2  pr,  ^ 
esteem,  deem,  T.  v.  1339 ;  Heeld,  i  pt.  8. 
considered,  £  818 ;  Heeld,  pi.  8.  held,  A 
175 ;  took  part,  A  i^j ;  esteemed,  C  625 ; 
roled,  B  3518;  Holden,  pp.  esteemed, 
held,  A 141 ;  considered,  £  20$ ;  observed, 
F  1587 ;  esteemed,  L.  1709  ;  bound,  T.  iL 
241 ;  made  to  be,  G  9^ ;  Holde,  pp. 
esteemed,  A  1307;  het^  the€ have hdde, 
better  for  thee  to  have  held,  5.  S7^; 
Hold  np,  imp.  pi.  hold  np,  A  783; 
Holdeth,  Imp.  ^2.  keep,  B  37 ;  consider, 
A  1868. 

Holdinge   in    hondes,    cigolery,    HF. 

Holly,  ado.  wholly,  T.  iii.  145. 

Holzn,  8.  evergreen  oak,  A  2921. 

Holonr,  «.  lecher,  adulterer,  D  254. 

Holpe,  -n ;  see  Helpe. 

Holsom,  adj.  wholesome,  T.  i.  947 ;  heal- 
ing, 5.  206. 

Holt,  8.  plantation,  A  6. 

Holt,  pr.  8.  holds,  T.  iii  1374. 

Holwe,  adj,  hollow,  G  126$. 

Holwe,  adv.  hollow,  A  289. 

Horn,  adv.  homewards,  F  635. 

Homioyde  (i),  «.  man-slayer,  E  1994. 

Homioyde  (2),  manslaughter,  murder, 
O644. 

Hond,  8,  hand,  A  ip3,  399 ;  Berenhim  on 
h.,  make  him  believe,  T.  iv.  1404 ;  Bere 
on  h.,  accuse  (of),  D  226 ;  Bar  on  h., 
made  (them)  believe,  D  380 ;  Bar  him 
on  h.,  sssured  him,  T.  iiL  1154 ;  Holden 
in  h.,  retain,  ci^ole,  T.  ii.  477 ;  Holde 
in  h.,  T.  iii  773 ;  delude  with  false  hopes, 
3.  1019. 

Honest,  04/.  creditable,  A  346 ;  honour- 
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able^  worthy,  B  175 1 ;  seemly,  decent, 
C  538 ;  luxurious,  £  2028. 

Honestee,  s.  honour,  L.  1673 ;  goodness, 
B3157;  hononrableness,  2. 40 ;  -womanly 
yirtne,  C  77. 

Honeatetee,  «.  honour,  E  43a ;  nu>desty, 
1 429 ;  neatness,  I  431. 

Honestly,  (tdv.  honourably,  B  1434; 
richly,  £  2026. 

Honge,  V.  hang,  A  2410 ;  be  hung,  G  790 ; 
do  me  A.,  canse  me  to  be  hanged,  T.  i. 
S33 ;  ^pr,pL  nibj.  hesitate,  T.  iL  1242. 

Hony,  8.  honey^  A  2906;  beloved  one, 
A  3617. 

Hony-comb,  a  term  ot  endearment, 
sweet  one,  A  3698. 

Hony-cwete,  sweet  as  hon^,  E  1396, 

Hoodleas,  adj.  without  a  hood,  3.  loaS. 

Hook,  8,  hook,  T.  ▼.  777 ;  sickle,  B  3.  m  i. 
3 ;  crosier,  D  1317. 

H66I,  adj,  whole,  T.  i  961;  sound,  D 
1370;  unwounded,  F  iiii ;  perfect,  G 
^  111,  117;  restored  to  health,  L.  2468; 
^r —  entirely.  554. 

H66I,  ody*  0$  adv,  wholly,  T.  L  1053 ;  al 
Aool,  entirely,  T.  iii  1013. 

Hoolly,  adv.  wholly,  B.  1163. 

Hoolnesse,  9.  integrity,  B  4.  p  d.  202. 

Hoolsome,  adj.  wholesome,  B  22815. 

HoolBomnasse.  s,  health,  B  2303. 

H66in,  «.  as  adv.  home,  homewards,  L. 
1619. 

Hoomlinesse,  «.  domesticity,  E  429; 
familiarity,  B  2876. 

Hoomly,  adj-  belonging  to  one's  house- 
hold, E  1785. 

Hoomward,  adv.  homeward,  T.  iii.  621 ; 
Homward,  A  2956. 

H6^,  adJ*  lioary,  white-haired,  grey- 
headed, A  3878. 

Hoors,  adj. ;  see  Hors. 

Hoost,  8.  army,  A  874. 

H66t,  adj.  hot,  L.  914 ;  fervent,  I  117 ;  Of 
«.  5.  380;  Hote,  d^.  hot,  5.  266;  vora- 
cious, 5.  362 ;  (as  epithet  of  Aries,  which 
induced  heat  of  blood),  F  51. 

Hoi»e, «.  cKpectation,  G  870. 

Hope,  ipr.M.  fear,  A  4029. 

Hoper,  8.  hopper,  A  4036,  4039. 

Hoppe,  V.  dance,  A  4375. 

Hoppesteres,  pL  dancers ;  uied  at  adj.^ 
dancing,  A  2017. 

Hord,  9.  hoard,  treasure,  C  775 ;  store  (of 
apples),  A  3262 ;  treasure-house,  I  821 ; 
avarice,  13.  3. 

Hore,  pi.  q/Hoor,  o^/. 

Horn,  «.  horn,  T.  ii  642 ;  (musical  instru- 
ment, used  mstapliorioally),  H  90 ;  pX. 


drinkin^homs,  A  aajg ;  horns  (of  the 
moon),  T.  v.  652. 
HoroKopo ;  m  haroteopo^  within  that  part 
of  the  sky  considered  as  the  ascendent, 

A.  iL  4.  14. 

Horowe,  adj.  pL  foul,  scandalous,  4.  206. 

Cf.  A.S.  Aor^,  mthy. 
Hors,  a.  hors,  A  168 ;  the  *  horae,'  a  name 

for  the  little  wedge  that  psflusthroogh 

a  hole  in  the  end  of  the  ^pyn,'  A.  i.  14. 

7  (Arabic  alpJk^roa;, the  horse);  Hors,^ 

A  74,  598- 
Hors,  adj.  hoarse,  3.  347;  Hoon,  T.  iv. 

1 147.    JLs.  hd$. 
Honlr,  adj.  like  all  that  a  hone  should 

be,  P  194. 
Hose,  8.  hose,  covering  for  the  ttte/t  and 

legs,  A  3933,  G  726 ;  Hosen,  j»l.  A  456 ; 

Hoses,i>L  A3319. 
Hospitallers,  «.  pL  knights  ho^tallen. 

I  891. 
Hoste,  8.  host  (of  an  inn),  keeper  of  s 

lodging,  A  747.    Often  spelt  oaU, 
Hostel,  8.  hosteliy,  HF.  1022. 
Hostelxye,  8.  hostel,  inn,  A  23. 
Hostiler,  s.  innkeeper,  A  241;  pL  ser- 
vants at  an  inn,  I  440. 
Hote,  adj. ;  see  Hoot. 
Hote,  adv.  hotly,  A  97,  1737. 
Hote,  V.  command,    promise;    also,  he 

called,  B.  38;  Hoten,  v.  be  called,  D 144 ; 

Hote,    X   pr.  8.  command,    HF.   1719; 

Uight,  pt  8.  aa  pr.  8.  in  called,  L.  417; 

Highten,  pLpLtu  pr.  pL  are  called,  h. 

423 ;  Hight,  pt  8.  was  named,  I«.  725 ; 

Highte,  pL  8.  was  caUed,  was  named, 

B.  588,  745 ;  xpe.  s.  was  called,  A  4336; 
I  pL  8.  promised,  17.  5;  Highte,  pL  t. 
promised,  T.  v.  1636 ;  apLpL  proinised. 
E  496 ;  Hatte,  pt.  8.  aa  pr.  8.  is  caUed,  is 
named,  T.  iii  797 ;  Hatte,  pL  pL  were 
called,  were  named,  HF.  1303 ;  Hette, 
I  pL  8.  promised,  4. 185 ;  Heet,  pL  8.  was 
named,  HF.'i6a4;  (who)  was  called,  F 
1388;  Hetd  (for  HeetX  3.  200;  Hoten, 
pp.  called,  A  3941 ;  Hi^t,  pp.  protnieed, 
T.  ii  492 ;  named,  HF.  226.  A.&*dtaiL 
The  parts  of  the  verb  show  great  eon- 
fusion. 

Hottes,  jd.  baskets  carried  on  the  back, 
HF.  1940.    O.F.  hotte. 

Hound,  a.  dog,  T.  xiL  764. 

Houndflsh,  a.  dogfish,  E  1829. 

Hoaped,  pt  pU  whooped,  B  459a 

Hons,  8.  house,  A  252,  343 ;  to  AoMt,  to 
a  reception  by,  Lk  1546;  Housaad  hoom, 
house  and  home,  H  229 ;  Hous  l^  hons, 
to  each  house  iu  order,  D  1765 ;  j 
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hold,  ?  24 ;  a  *  manBion '  of  a  plajiet  (in 
astrology),  F  673 ;  a  ^hoiue '  or  portion 
of  ihe  sky  (in  astrologyX  ^d^H'  ^^ 
whole  celestial  sphere  was  diyided  into 
twelve  eqnal  portions,  oalled  Aoimm,  by 
six  great  circles  passing  through  the 
north  and  south  points  of  the  horison  ; 
two  of  these  circles  being  the  meridian 
and  the  horizon.  A  Aomk,  when  used 
for  a  '  mansion,'  is  a  sign  of  the  zodiao ; 
thns  Aries  was  the  mansion  of  ICaxs. 

H6iubonde,  8.  husband,  B  2241. 

Honsbondrye,  a.  economy,  A  4077 ; 
household  goods,  ^^38. 

Honaled,  pp.  made  a  recipient  of  holy 
oommnnion,  1 1097. 

Sove,  V.  bover,  dwell,  T.  iii.  14^;  pr.pl. 
wait  in  readiness,  hover,  Ij.  iig6 ;  pL  i. 
waited  about,  T.  v.  33. 

Sow,  interj,  ho  I  A  3437, 3577. 

Howne,  savage  (?),  T.  iv.  2 10.    See  Hera. 

Howve,  9.  hood,  T.  iii.  775;  Sette  his 
howve,  set  (awry)  his  hood,  make  game 
of  him,  A  391 1. 

Hmnanitee,  s.  kindness,  E  ga. 

Hnmbely,  adv.  humbly,  T.  v.  1354. 

Hiimblely,cidi7.  humbly,  T.  ii  1719;  L.  156. 

Humblesse,  0,  meekness,  A  1781,  B  165. 

Humbling,  a.  low  growl  (lit.  humming), 
HF.  IQ39. 

Hnznme,  ger.  to  hum,  T.  u.  1199. 

Htmte,  a  huntsman,  A  aoi8,  3638. 

Hunter,  a.  huntsman,  A  1638. 

Hontere— o,  a.  fern,  female  hunter,  A 

2347- 
Hurlest,  a  pr.  a.  dost  hurl,  dost  whirl 

round,  B  297. 
Hurt,  pr.  a.  hnrteth,  hurts,  T.  v.  35a 
Hurtleth,  pr,  a.  pushes,  A  a6i6 ;  pr.  pi. 

dash  together,  ll  638. 
HuBht,  pp.  hushed,  silent,  L.  2682 ;  Hust, 

aa  imp.  a.  be  silent,  A  3722. 
Hy,  adj.  high,  A  306 ;  B^e,  dot  HP.  1133 ; 

great,  E  135 ;  Hye  weye,  dot  (the)  high 

way,  main  road,  A  897. 
Hyde,  v.  hide,  A  1477, 1481 ;  lie  concealed, 

F  141 ;  Hydestow,  hidest  thou,  D  308 : 

Hit,  pr.  a.  hides,  F  512  ;  Hidde,  1  pL  a. 

hid,  F  595 ;  Hed,  pp.  hidden,  L.  ao8 ; 

Hid,  pp.  hidden,  B.  159& 
*  Hye,  adv.  high,  aloft,  HF.  905 ;  L.  1100 ; 

loudly,  3.  305 ;  proudly,  T.  ii.  401. 
Hye,  V.  hasten,  hie,  A  2274,  G  1151 ;  h.  ms, 

make  haste,  Gt    T084 ;    9^*    ^   bring 

hastily,  F  291 ;  to  J^^^ten,  HP.  1658 ;  Hy 

thee,  imp.  a.  r^.  G  IJ95. 
Hye,  a.  haste;  only  in  phr.  in  hj/a,  in 

haste,  T.  ii  SB,  1713. 


Hyene,  a.  hywna,  la  35. 

Hyer,  adj.  higher,  upper,  HF.  11 17. 

Hyne,  a.  hind,  servant,  peasant,  A  ^3, 
G688.    AS.  fctna 

Hyre,  a.  hire,  A  507 }  reward,  1. 103 ;  pay- 
ment, D  1008 ;  nuBBom,  T.  hr.  506. 


I-,  common  pr^fin  ofpati  paartkipiUa  ;  see 

Y-. 
loohed,  pp.  itched,  A  3682. 
loh,  pron.  I,  T.  1  678,  iii  1818. 
I-oomen,  pp.  come,  T.  iii  1668. 
Idxui,  f.  pU  ides,  F  47. 
Ignotwoy  a.  an  unknown  thing,  G  1457. 

lJat.i|rno£tMn, an  unknown  thing;  oomp. 

ignotiua,  a  less  known  thing. 
I-graunted,  pp.  granted,  T.  iv.  66$. 
I-halowed,  pp.  view-hallooed   (of  the 

hart),  3.  379. 
Ik,  I,  A  3867, 3888. 

H,  adj.  evil,  A  4174.    (A  Northern  word) 
n-hayl,  bad  Inok  (to  youX  A  4089.    (A 

Northern  form.) 
Hke,  adj,  same,  very,  A  64,   175;   that 

Ukey  that  same,  B  3663  ;  Uka  aame,  very 

same,  L*  779. 
Tmaginatyf,  (tdj, ;  No-thing  Ust  him  to 

been  imaginatyf  =  it  did  not  at    all 

please  him  to  imagine,  he  did  not  care 

to  think,  F  1094. 
Imagining,  «.  plotting,  A  1995;  fancy, 

18.36. 
Imperie,  a.  government,  rank,  B  a.  p  6. 13. 
Impertinent,  adj.  irrelevant,  £  54. 
Impes,  pi.  grafts,  scions,  B  3146.    A.S. 

imp. 
Impetren,  pr.  pi.  impetrate,  ask  for,  B  5. 

P  3-  225. 
Importable,  adj.  insuffexable,  B  3792,  E 

"44-   , 
Impossible,  ad{j.  impossible,  T.  i  783; 

aa  «.,  thing  impossible,  D  688. 
Impressen,  v.  imprint,  T.  iii  1543 ;  im- 
print (themselves),  find  an  impression, 

E  1578;  pr.  pi.  make  an  impression 

(upon),  G  1071. 
Impressioun,  a.  remembrance,  F  371 ;  pi. 

notions,  HF.  39. 
In,  a.  dwelling,  house,  A  3547,  3622 ;  inn, 

B  4216 ;  lodging,  B  1097. 
In,  prep,  in,  A  3,  &c. ;  into,  B 119 ;  =come 

within,  20.  6 ;  on,  I  IQ5 ;  against,  1 695. 
In  mcaiua  tuaa,  into  Thy  hands  (I  commend 

my  spirit),  A  4287. 
In  prineipio^  in  the  beginning,  A  254,  B 

4353.    Part  of  St.  John,  i  i. 
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Inde,  ad/,  indi^,  dark  bine,  B.  67,  ' 

Indeterminat,  04/.  not  marked  upon  the 

Aatrolabe,  A  ii  17.  rvbric 
IndifEiBrently,  adv.  impartiaDy,  B  5.  p  3. 

142. 
InduTaoiocm, «.  hardening,  G  855. 
Inequal,  04/.  unequal,  A  3371 ;  Ineqnales, 

pi.  of  varying  length  ;  houres  iimquaUt^ 

hours  formed  hy  dividing  the  duration 

cf  daylight  hy  twelve,  A.  ii  8.  i. 
Infect,  adj.  of  no  effect,  A  330 ;  dimmed, 

B  4.  m  5.  13. 
In-fere,  adv.  together,  B  338,  D  934.   Orig. 

in  f&rty  in  company. 
Inf ortunat,  adj.  nnfortonate,  unlucky, 

inauspicious,  B  303. 
Infortone,  t.  misfortune,  ill  fortune,  T. 

iii.  1636,  iv.  185. 
Infortdned,  pp.  ill-starred,  T.  iv.  744. 
Infortaning,  a  unlucky  condition,  A.  ii 

4.43. 
Ingot,  B.  a  mould  for  pouring  metal  into, 

G  1206,  1309. 
Inhelde,  imp.  a  pour  in,  infbse,  T.  iii.  44. 
Injure,  «.  injury,  T.  iii  1018. 
In-knette,  pt.  a  knit  up,  drew  in,  T.  iii 

1088. 
Inly,   adv.    inwardly,    intimately,    ex- 
tremely, greatly,  T.  i  140 ;  exquisitely, 

3.376. 
In-mid,  prep,  amid,  HF.  933. 
Inmortal,  adj.  immortal,  T.  i  103. 
Inne,  dot.  ofJUy  a 
Inne,  adv.  in,  within,  T.  i  387,  831. 
Inned,  pp.  housed,  lodged,  A  3193. 
Inobedienoe,  a  disobedience,  1 391. 
Inobedient,  adj.  disobedient,  I  393. 
Inordinate,  adj.  unusual,  I  414. 
Inpaoienoe, «.  impatience,  B  3734. 
Inpaoient,  adj.  impatient,  B  3730. 
Inparflt,  adj-  imperfidct,'B  3.  p.  la  18. 
Inplitable,  adj.  intricate,  impracticable, 

B  X.  p  4.  90. 
Inposaible,  a  impossible  thing,  F  1009. 
Inset,  pp.  implanted,  B  3.  p  3.  19. 
Inapized,  pp.  quickened,  A  6. 
Instable,  o^.  unstable,  E  3057. 
Instance,  a.  suggestion,  T.  ii  1441  i  uzgent 

request,  E  161 1. 
Intendestow,  dost  thou  intend,  T.  v.  478. 
IntervaUe,  «.  interval,  B  3734. 
In-til,  prep,  unto,  as  &r  as,  B.  634. 
Into,  prep,  unto,  B  3433.  ' 
Intresse,  a  interest,  la  71. 
In-with,  prep,  within,  in,  B  1794,  3159, 

E  870,  1394,  1586, 1944- 
Ipooras,  a  kind  of  cordial  drink,  E  1807. 

Named  after  Hippocrates.  ^ 


Ipocrite,  a  hypocrite,  B.  4x4. 

Ire,  a  irritability,  B.  314 ;  quickness  of 

temper,  1 665 ;  anger,  A  X997. 
Irons,  adj.  angry,  B  3315,  D  3014. 
Irreguler,  adj.  a  sinner  against  his  orders, 

I  783. 
Is,  X  jn*.  a  am  (Northern),  A  403  x,  4045, 

4303  ;  2pr.  8.  art  (Northern),  A  4089. 
Issest,  apr.  8.  issuest,  B  3.  p  i3.  x68. 
Issue,  a  outlet,  vent,  T.  v.  305. 
It  am  I,  it  is  I,  A  X7^ 
I-wis,  adv.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  6.  4S. 


Jade,  a  a  jade,  i  e.  miserable  hack,  B 

4003. 
Jagotinoes,^  garnets  {or  rubies),  B.  x  1 1 7. 
Jalons,  adj.  jealous,  A  1339. 
Jaloosye,  a  jealon^,  A  3394. 
Jambenz,  a  pL  leggings,  leg-armour,  B 

3065.    From  F.  Jambe^  the  1^. 
Jane,  a  a  small  coin  of  G^enoa,  B  1935, 

E  999. 
Jangle,  v.  chatter,  prate,  T.  ii  666. 
Janglere,  a  stoiy-teller,  jester,  babbler, 

A  560 ;  talkative  person,  H  343. 
Jangleresse,    a     (fiamsle)    chatterbox, 

prattler,  D  638. 
Janglerye,  a  gossip,  T.  v.  755 ;  talkative- 
ness, B  3353. 
Jangles,  a  pL  idle  pratings,  HF.  i960; 

disputes,  arguments,  D  1407. 
Janglinge,  «.  chattering,  idle  talking, 

1 649. 
Jape,  a  jest,  trick,  A  3390, 3799, 4x>x ;  jest, 

foolish  conduct,  D1961;  laughing-stock, 

HF.  414. 
Jape,  V.  jest,  T.  i  939;  ger.  to  jest,  L. 

1690 ;  H  4 ;  Japedest,  3  ^  «.  didst  jest, 

T.  1.  508,  p34 ;  j>p.  tricked,  A  X729. 
Japere,  a  jester,  T.  ii  340;  mocker,  1 89. 
Japerie,  a  buffoonery,   I  651;   jesting 

mood,  E  X656. 
Jape-worthy,  adj.  ridiculous,  B  5.  p  3. 

i4«. 
Jargon,  a  talk,  E  X848. 
Jargoning,  a  jaxgoning,  chattering,  B. 

716, 
Jaunyce,  a  jaundice,  B.  305. 
Jeet,  a  jet,  B  4051. 

Jelous,  adj.  jealous,  suspicious,  4.  140^ 
Jet,  a  fashion,  mode,  A  683. 
Jeupardyes,  a  pi.  problems  (at  chess), 

3.  666. 
Jewerye,  a  Jewry,  Jews*  quarter,  B  1679. 
Jo,  V.  take  effeict,  come  about,  T.  iii  33. 

O.F.joer(F.i6i4«r). 
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Jogelonr,  i.  juggler,  D  1467 ;  pL  S.  764. 

Jogelzye,  «.  jnag^leiy,  "B  1265. 

Jolif,  o^;.  joyfdl,  merry^  B.  109,  A  5355 ; 

in  good  spirits,  B  4264 ;  jovial,  B.  435 ; 

frisky,  A  4154 ;  pretty,  B.  610. 
Jolily,  adv.  merrily,  A  437a 
Jolitee,  9,  sport,  amusement,  merriment, 

A  1807 ;  joviality,  jollity,  mirth,  B.  616 ; 

enjoyment,  F    344;   comfort,   A   680; 

exoellence,  H  197 ;  happiness,  HF.  683. 
Joly,  adj.  fhll   of  merriment,  D   456; 

jolly,  jojrons,  B.  6ao ;  delightftil,  L.  176 ; 

lefltive,  B  1185.    See  Jolil 
Jolyer,  adj,  eomp.  handsomer,  F  937. 
Jolyf ;  see  Jolil 
Jolyziesae,  $.  festivity,  F  aBg ;  amusement, 

D9a6. 
JolTtee ;  see  Jolitee. 
Jompre,  imp.  a.  j  amble,  T.  ii.  1037. 
Jordjuies,  pL  chamberpots,  0  305. 
Joflsa,  down  here,  A  4101.     O.F.  Job^ 

down ;  pa,  here. 
Jonken,  v.  slnmber,  T.  v.  409.     O.F. 

joquieTyjouquier^  6tre  en  repos,  jncher. 
Jonrnee,  s.  dajr's  work,  B.  579;  day's 

march,  A  3738 ;  joomey,  £  783. 
Jowes,  8.  pL  jaws,  B  i.  p  4.   107  (where 

the  Latin  text  has  /aucOiu);   jaws, 

jowls,  HF.   1786   (riming  with  ctoiMs, 

olaws). 
Joyntare,  «.  nnion,  B  3.  p  5.  51. 
Jubbe,  «.  vessel  for  holding  ale  or  wine, 

A  3638,  B  x36o.    (It  held  4  gallons.) 
Judioial,    adj.  judicial,    A.    u.    4.    59. 

Judidal  attrology  pretended  to  forecast 

the    destinies   ot  men   and   nations; 

nattKTal  astrology  foretold  natural  events, 

snch  as  the  weather  and  seasons. 
Jn^,  8.  judge,  A  814;  nmpire,  A  17x3, 

X864; 
Ju^e,  i.  jndge;  bat  an  error  for  jug^ 

a  yoke,  I  898.    Belial  is  explained  to 

mean  *  absqae  ingo,'  in  the  Vulgate. 
Jng^e,  I  pr.  s.  judge,  decide,  5.  639 ;  pp. 

HF.357. 
Jogement,  «.  judgement,  decision,  A  778 ; 

opinion,  B  1038 ;  sentence,  5.  431. 
Juggen,  V.  judge,  T.  ii.  31;  deem,  T. 

▼.  1303 ;  imp.  |>I  judge  ye,  T.  ill  1313. 
Jnparte,  2  pr.  pi.  jeope^,  imperil,  en- 
danger, T.  iv.  1566. 
Jupaztye,  s.  jeopardy,  peril,  hasard,  T.  ii 

465,  773.    O.F.  jeu  parti   (Lat.    locus 

partitua\  a  divided  game. 
Jnat,  adj.  just,  exact,  correct,  I)  309a 
Juste,  V.  joust,  tourney,  tilt,  A  96,  3ix>4. 
Jostes,  9.  pL  aa  sing,  a  jousting-match, 

A  3730. 


JtLBting,  8.  jousting,  L.  1x15. 

Justyse,  8.  judge,  B  665,  C  389. 

Justyse,  8.  judgement,  condemnation,  x. 
143  ;  administration  of  justice,  C  587. 

Jnyse,  «.  justice,  judgement,  B  795 ;  sen- 
tence, A  1739.    O.  F.  juite. 


Elalender,  8.  calendar,  almanack,  A.  i. 

XI.    x;    hence,    a   complete   record    of 

examples,  L.  543  ;  pL  1.  73. 
Kolendes,  Le.  beginning,  introduction, 

T.  v.  X634.    (Because  the  Kalends  fall 

on  theyint  of  the  month.) 
Karf,pC.  8.  o/Kerve. 
Kaynard,«:  dotard,  D  335.   O.F.cai^rd, 

cagnardj  sluggard. 
Keoohe,  v.  catch,  clutch,  T.  iii.  1375. 
TCeohil,  8.  small  cake,  D  1747.  O.  B.  eoeeil, 

smaUcake. 
Keep,  8.  care,  heed,  notice  (only  in  the 

phrase  take  keep) ;  tak  keep,  take  notice, 

D43«. 
Keep,  imp.  8.  take  care !  mind !  A  4101. 
Kek!   interj.  (represents  the  cackle   of 

a  goose),  5.  499. 
Kembe,  ger.  to  comb,  B.  599;  pr.  8.  "E 

30II ;  Kembde,  pt.  a.  F  560 ;   Kempte, 

pt.  8.  A  3374;    Kembd,   pp.    combed, 

trimmed,  A  3x43. 
Kempe,  adj.  pL  shaggy,  rough,  A  3134. 

Cf.  Icel.    kampr,    beard,    moustaches, 

whiskers  of  a  cat ;  and  see  Camp,  «.  (4) 

in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Ken,  8.  kin,  kindred,  men,  3.  438.    (A 

Kentish  form.) 
Kene,  adj.  keen,  eager,  3x.  6 ;  cruel,  10. 

37  J  bold,  B  3439 ;  sharp,  A  3876. 
Kene,  adv.  keenly,  6.  63 ;  xi.  3. 
Kenne,  v.  discern,  HF.  498. 
Kepe,  V.  take  care  (of),  A   130;   keep, 
^piewive,  L.  384 ;  I  pr.  8.  carej.  L.  1033 ; 

intend,  T.  L  676  ;  regard,  Teok,  A  3358 ; 

I  kepe  hanj  I  care  to  have,  G  1368 ;  pr. 

a.  aubj.  may  (He)  keep,  F  889;  pL  a. 

E  333 ;  retained,  A  443 ;  took  care  of, 

A  415,  513,  B  369;  imp.  a.  take  care! 

A  410X ;  imp.  pi.  keep  ye,  B  764. 
Kepe,  8.  heed  (only  in  the  phrase  take 

kepe  or  take  keep) ;  /  take  kepe,,  3.  6. 
Keper,  a.  keeper,  i.  e.  prior,  A  173. 
Kerohief  ,  finely  woven  loose  covering,  5. 

373  ;  kerohief,  B  837. 
Ken,  a.  cress;   thing   of  snuJl  value, 

A  3756. 
Kenre,  v.  carve,  cut,  T.  ii.  335,  F  158; 
•    Karf,  pt.  8.  carved,  A  xoo ;  cut,  B  3647, 
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3791 ;  Corven,  pp,  out,  A  2696 ;  carved, 

HF.  1295 ;  slashJed,  A  3318. 
Kerver,  «.  carver,  A  1890. 
Zierving,  8.  carving,  A   1935;    catting, 

crossing  over,  A  i.  19.  4. 
Kerving^toles,  a.  jpl,  tools  to  out  -with,  T. 

i.  632. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  E  1057 ;  Keste,  pt.  t,  F  350. 

(A  Kentish  form.)    See  Kiasen. 
Eevere,  v.  to   recover,  T.  L  917;    pp, 

covered,  HP.  275,  35a. 
Keye,  «.  G  1319 ;  key  (in  place  o/rndder), 

B  3.  p  13.  8a    Ohaucer  has  translated 

dauo  (rudder),  as  if  it  were  daue  (key). 
Klohenes,  pi.  kitchens,  D  869. 
Kid,  Kidde ;  see  Kythien. 
Kike,  V,  kick,  B  941. 
Kimelin,  8.  a  large  shallow  tub,  A  3548, 

3621, 
Kin,  8,  kindred,  B.  a68 ;  aom  Un,  of  some 

kind,  B  1 137 ;  alles  kinneaj  of  every  kind, 

HF.  153a 
Kinde,  «.  nature,    B.  41a,    1699;   race, 

lineage,  stock,  D  i  loi ;  seed,  I  965 ;  the 

natural  world,  HF.  584 ;  natural  bent, 

F  608, 619 ;  natural  disposition,  HF.  43; 

natural  ordinance,  3. 494;  kind,  species, 

5>  174;  0/  ^M  ^y  nature,  naturally,  F 

768 ;  pL  sorts,  HF.  204. 
Kinde,  o^;.  kind,  A  647;  natural,  HF. 

834,  836. 
Kinde,  adv.  kindly,  7.  267. 
Kindely,  adj.  natural,  HF.  842. 
Kinde^,  adv.  by  nature,  D  403 ;  natur- 
ally, HF.  832. 
Kindenesse,  «.  kindness,  4.  ^98;  love, 

devotion,  L.  665. 
Kingea  note,  the  name  of  a  tune,  A  3217. 
Kinrede,  8.  kindred,  B  2558;  relations, 

A  1286 ;  birth,  A  2790 ;  family,  L.  2094. 
Kirtel,  s.  kirtle,  A  3321.    A  kirtle  usually 

mecms  a  short  skirt  with  a  body. 
Kiasen,  v.  kiss,  L.  761  j  Kiste,  pt.  pi  B. 

788;    hist  they  been,  they  have  kissed 

each  other,  B  1074.    See  Kesse. 
Kitte,  pt  8,  cut,  B  600, 1761. 
Knakkes, «.  pL  tricks,  1 652 ;  contemptible 

ways,  3.  1033. 
Knarre, «.  a  thickset  fellow,  sturdy  churl, 

A  549. 
Ejiany,  adj.  gnarled,  A  1977. 
Knave,  a.  boy,  servant-lad,  page,  B.  886 ; 

man-servant,  servant,  L.  1807 ;  peasant, 

D  1100 ;  Knave  child,  male  child,  B  715. 
Knavidi,  adj.  rude,  H  205. 
Knede,  v.  knead,  A  4094;  Kneden,  pp. 

kneaded,  B.  217. 
Knei,  Knette ;  see  Knitte.  • 


Knettinge,  s.  chain,  B  5.  p  x.  39- 
Knightly,  adv.  bravely,  L.  2085. 
Knitte,  ger  to  knit,  I  47;  ^  pr.  •.  rtfL 

joinest  (thyself),  art  in  oonjunotion,  B 

307 ;  Knit,  pp,  L.  89 ;  ooi^wned,  5.  381 ; 

afi^need,  F  1230;  wedded,  F  986 ;  joined 

in  love,  4.  50 ;  Knot,  pp.  B.  i397* 
Knittinges,  pi,  connections,  B  5.  m  3.  18. 
Knobbea,  pIL  large  pimples,  A  633. 
Knoppe,  8.  bud,  B.  1702. 
Knotte,  «.  knot,  gist  of  a  tale,  F  401,  407. 
Knotteleo,  adj.  without  a  knot,  T.  v.  769. 
Knotty,  adj.  covered  with  knots,  A  1977. 
Knowe,  daL  knee,  T.  iL  120a. 
Knowe,  v.  know,  A  382;   KnowesUyw, 

thou  knowest,  A  3156 ;  Knewo,  a  pl.8. 

knewest,  la  21 ;   Knew,  pL  8.  A.  340: 

Knewe,  i  pi.  8.  gubj.  could  know,  F  466; 

Knewe,  pt.  pi.  D 1341 ;  Knewe,  pi. «.  siilgL 

were  to  know,  B.  282 ;   Knowen,  pp. 

known,  L.  421 ;  shown,  B  2702  ;  Knowe, 

pp.  known,  L.  1382. 
Knowing,     8.     knowledge,     B^     1699: 

consciousness,  6.  114. 
Knowinge,  adj.  oonscioos,  B  3.  p  11.  168; 

Knowinge  with  me,  ie.  my  witneBsea, 

Bi.  p4.5o> 
Knowleoheth,  pr.  8.  acknowledges,  B 

3964. 
Bjiowleohing,  a  knowing,  knowledge, 

G  1432 ;  cognition,  B  5.  p  5.  3. 
Konning,  a  cunning,  skill,  F  251. 
Konninge,  adj.  skilftU,  T.  i  302. 
Kokkow !  i«6.  cuckoo !  5.  499. 
Kyken,  pr.  pi.  peep,  A  3841  j  pp.  gavd, 

A  3445.  loeL  kikja,  Swed.  ikOn. 
Kyn,  pi,  kine,  cows,  B  4021. 
^ynde^,  adj.  natual,  3.  761. 
Kyndely,  ado,  naturally,  by  nature,  3. 

778. 
Kyte,  8.  kite  (bird),  A  1179. 
Kythe,  t;.  shew,  shew  plainly,  displsy, 
*-  F  74rj  declare  to  be,  7.  338;  shew,  la 

63 ;  jw.  «.  shews,  L.  504  j  Kidde.  p<L  a 

shewed,  T.  i.  308 ;  Kid,  pp.  made  IChown. 

li.   I038;   known,  9^  46;   Kythed,  pp 

shewn,  G*  1054 ;  Kythe,  pr.  s.  mH^.  may 

shew,  B  636 ;  Kyth,  tmp.  a  shew,  T.  iv. 

538;    display,    T.    iv.    610:    HF.   528, 

Kytheth,  imp.  pL  4.  298. 


Iiaas ;  see  lias. 

Iiabbe,  8.  blab,  tell-tale,  A  3509. 

XAbbing,  pree.  part  blabbing,  babbling. 

£3438. 
Iiabel,  8.  the  narrow  revolving  rod  or 
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mle  on  the  front'  rl  the  astrolabe,  A.  i 

23.   I. 

I^borooB,  adj.  laborioiu,  D  1438. 

Ijaoohe,  «.  snare,  springe,  R  1624. 

Xiaoe;  seelrfw. 

Iiaoed,  pp.  laoed  up,  A  3267. 

lAoerte,  9,  a  fleshy  mnscle,  A  3753. 

Zjftohe,  04/.  lasy,  doll,  B  4.  p  3.  132. 

Trftohftsse,  t.  lainness,  I  7xx 

Zjaoinge,  a.  lAcing ;  with  lajfnerea  I.,  with 
the  £Mtening  np  of  straps,  A  25U4. 

Iiad,  Ijadde ;  see  Iiede. 

Iiftde,  ger.  to  load,  cover,  T.  iL  1544. 

Iisdy,  gen.  lady's,  A  88,  695. 

Ijaft,  lAfte ;  see  IjeTO. 

Iiak,  9.  want,  defect,  lack,  3.  958 ;  blame, 
dispraise,  L.  2980;  Lakke,  dot  lack, 
want,  5.  87,  615 ;  loss,  F  430 ;  occ  fanlt, 
£  2199. 

lAke,  8,  a  kind  of  fine  white  linen  cloth, 
B  2048.  The  word  probably  was  im- 
ported from  the  Low  Countries,  as 
laken  is  a  common  Dutch  word  for 
cloth  or  a  sheet. 

lAkken,  v,  find  fkult  with,  disparage, 
Uame,  B.  284 ;  in*,  a,  lacks,  B  1437;  pr. 
a,  impen,  lacks ;  me  Idkkethy  Ilaok,  2. 105. 

Ijakking,  s.  lack,  stint,  R  1147. 

Ijambiah,  adj.  gentle  as  lambs,  9.  50. 

lAlupe,  $.  laimna,  thin  plate,  G  764. 
F.  lame,  a  thin  plate,  Latw  laTnina, 

Iiange,  adj.  long  (Northern),  A  4175. 

lAngdoT,  a.  weakness,  x.  7 ;  slow  starva- 
tion, R  214 ;  B  3597 ;  languishing,  R 
304 ;  sickness,  F  xioi. 

lAiigaisslie,  v.  fail,  HF.  2018. 

Ijapldaire,  a  treatise  on  precions  stones, 
HF.  1352.  * 

Iiappe,  a.  fold,  lappet,  or  edge  of  a  gar- 
ment, F  441,  G  12;  lap,  A  686;  a 
wrapper,  E  585. 

Ijftppeth,  pr.  a.  enfolds,  embraces,  4.  76. 

lATge,  a4/.  large,  A  472,  753 ;  great,  I  705 ; 
wide,  broad,  R  1351 ;  liberal,  bounteous, 
R  1168 ;  oe  ft<f  2.,  free  (to  speak  or  to  be 
silent),  A  2288 ;  free  to  move,  HF.  745 ; 
at  our  {.,  free  (to  go  anywhere),  D  322. 

Ijarge,  adv.  liberally,  x.  174. 

Ijargely,  adv.  fblly,  A  1908 ;  in  a  wide 
sense,  I  804. 

Irfurgenesae,  a.  liberality,  1 1051. 

Iiargeaso,  a.  liberality,  R  1150;  bounty, 
B  2465 ;  liberal  bestower,  i.  13. 

IdM,  a.  laioe,  snare,  entanglement,  L.  600 ; 

net,  A  2389;  Laas,  lace,  Le.  thick  string, 

A 392  ;  band,  G  574 ;  lace  (ie.  lacesX  R 

843;  Lace,  snare,  entanglement,  i&  go. 

lAsae,  adj.  eo/mp*  less,    R  118;   lesser, 


A   1756 ;   smaller,  B  2262 ;   less  (time), 

A  3519 ;    laaae  and  morA,  smaller  and 

greater,  ie.  all,  E  67;   tAtf  laaae,  the 

lesser,  R  187. 
lAsse,  adv.  less,  3.  927 ;  (he  laa,  the  less,  ^ 

675. 
Last,  a.  pL    lasts,  ie.  burdens,    loads, 

B   1628.     A.S.  KloBat,  a  burden,  load, 

a  ship's  frreight. 
Laste,  04/.  last,  la  71 ;  atte  2.,  at  last,  3. 

364 ;  lastly,  A  707. 
Laste,  V.  endure,  4. 226 ;  Last,  pr.  a.  lasts, 

E  266;    Laste,  pt,  a.  lasted,  B   1826; 

delayed,  L.  791. 
Late,  adj.  late;  het  than  never  ia  late, 

G  X410 ;  ta  now  late,  tiU  it  was  already 

hite,3.45. 
Late,  -n,  let ;  see  Lete. 
Lathe,  a.  bam   (Korthem),    HF.    2140; 

A  4088.    IceL  hlada. 
Latia,  a.  lattice,  T.  ii  615. 
Latitade,  s.  (i)  breadth,  A.  i.  21.  43; 

(2)  the  breadth  of  a  climate,  or  a  line 

along  which  such  breadth  is  measured, 

A.  ii  39. 42 ;  {s)a8tronomicdl,  the  angular 

distance  of  any  body  from  the  ecliptic, 

measured  along  a  great  circle  at  right 

angles   to    the   ecliptic,    A.    pr.    no; 

(4)  terrtatrial,  the  distance  of  a  place 

N.  or  8.  of  the  equator,  £  1797. 
Latotin,  a.  latten,  a  compound  metal, 

like     pinchbeck,     containing     chiefly 

copper  and  dnc,  A  699. 
Latrede,  adj.  tardy,    dawdling,    I   718. 

A.S.  latroBde. 
Latter,  adv.  more  slowly,  1 971. 
Iiande,  a.  praise,  honour,  HF.  1575;  pL 

lauds,  a  service  held  at  2  or  3  ▲.  v.,  A 

3655. 
Laughe,  v.  laugh,  A  474 ;  Laugheth  of, 

smiles  on  account  of,  A  1494;  Lough, 

atrongpt.  a.  laughed,  R  248 ;  Laughode, 

weakpt.pl.  R863. 
Latmoe,  v.  rear,  HF.  946. 
Launoegay,  a.  a  kind  of  lance,  B  1942, 

201 1.    Originally  of  Moorish  origin. 
Launcheth,  pr.  a.  pushes,   lets   slide, 

D2145. 
Laiinde,  a.  a  grassy  clearing  (called  dale 

ui  5. 327),  5. 302 ;  glade,  plain  surrounded 

by  trees,  A  1691. 
Laure,  a.  laurel-tree,  HF.  1107. 
LAureat,  adj.  crowned  with  laurel,  B 

3886,  E  31. 
Laorer,  a.  laurel-tree,  5.  182. 
Ziaurer-oroaned,  laurel-crowned,  7.  43. 
Lauriol,  «:  spurge-laurel,  Daphne  Lau- 

reolo,  B  415^ 
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Ijaoa,  cidj.  loow,  B  4.  p  6.  147. 

Laven,  9«r.  to  ezhAUJit,  B  4.  p  6.  14; 
Laved,  pp,  drawn  up,  B  3.  m  la.  125. 
A.S.  l^fian, 

Ijavender, «.  laimdresa,  h.  358. 

liAverolckes,  i>{.  sky-larks,  B.  662. 

IjaTOura,  pt,  basins,  D  2S7. 

Iiaxatif;  adj.  as  $.  looseness,  A  2736;  «. 
laxative,  B  41.^3- 

Iiay  (I),  «.  song,  lay,  B  1959 ;  Layes,  pi. 
songs,  P  710,  71a,  947. 

Lay  (a),  «.  law ;  hence  belief,  fi&ith,  T.  i 
340;  creed,  L.  336. 

Iiayneres,  pi,  straps,  thongs,  A  2504. 
O.F.  Umiere ;  mod.  £.  lanyard. 

Idiyaer,  «.  leisure,  T.  ii  217. 

IiaBar,  s.  leper,  A  242. 

Iieohe,  «.  physician,  A  39041  C  gi6, 

Iieoheoraft, «.  art  of  medicine,  T.  iv,  436 ; 
skill  of  a  physician,  A  2745. 

Iieoher,  e.  healer,  B  4.  p  6b  238W 

IiechotiT,  8.  lecher,  B  1935. 

Iiede,  V.  lead,  T.  i  259 ;  carry,  T.  iv.  1514  ; 
lead,  take.  It.  aoax ;  draw,  B.  1608 ; 
govern,  B  434 ;  lead  (his  life),  B.  1321 ; 
lead,  B.  1129 ;  Lede,  per.  to  lead,  spend,  F 
744  :  to  guide,  R  400 ;  Let,  pr.  s.  leads, 
T.  iL  88a;  Ladde,  pt  s.  led,  B.  581; 
bronght,  7.  39;  carried,  L.  114;  oon- 
dncted,  B  3747;  continued,  IL  216; 
Ladden,  pt  pU  led,  B.  1310;  Ledden, 
pt. pi.  ^  2\  Ladde, pt. pi.  B  3930 ;  Lad, 
pp.  led,  L.  1108,  1948  ^  brought,  A  adao ; 
conducted,  A  440a ;  carried,  L.  74. 

Iieden,  adj.  leaden,  G  7a& 

Ledene,  a.  {doL)  language,  talk,  F  435, 
478. 

Iieed,  9.  lead  (metal),  HF.  739,  1448,  1648 ; 
a  copper,  or  caldron,  A  202. 

Iieef,  adj.  lief,  A  1837 ;  dear,  B.  103 ;  pre- 
cious, G- 1467 ;  lief,  pleasing,  T.  v.  1738  ; 
j^easant,  B.  1688 ;  yow  eo  lei/,  so  desired 
by  you,  C  760 ;  that  le^  me  were,  which 
I  should  like,  HF.  1999 ;  Leve,  d^.  dear 
(oneX  ^  3393  i  vocative,  HF.  816 ;  Lefe, 
adj.  fern,  voc  HF.  1827 ;  Leve,  pL  dear, 
T.  iv.  8a,  V.  59a. 

Iieef,  adj.  at «.,  what  is  pleasant ;  for  Z.  ne 
looth,  for  weal  nor  for  woe,  L.  1639; 
what  is  dear  (to  him),  T.  iv.  1585 ;  be- 
loved one,  lover,  lady-love,  T.  iii  3. 

Iieef ,  s.  leaf,  L.  72 ;  Leves,  pL  leaves,  B. 
56;  (ofa  book),  D  79a 

Leefltil ;  see  Leveftil. 

Iieefsel,  s.  the  '  bosh '  or  leafy  bundle  (as 
a  sign),  at  a  tavern-door,  1 411 ;  Levesel, 
arbour  of  loaves,  A  406a  Cf.  Swed. 
ISJM,  a  hut  made  of  green  boughs. 


Iieek,  c  leek,  B.  212  ;i  a  thing  of  no  Tafaw, 

I<een,  imp.  g.  cfJj&DA, 

Leap  (IMp),  pt.  «.  o/L«pe. 

I<ees  (IMs),  s.  leash,  G  19 ;  snare,  7.  333. 

Lees,  adj.  untrue,  B.  & 

Iieaa  (l^te),  e.  deceit,  fraud;   a  thraced 

lee$y  a  wicked  fraud,  L.  1545 ;  wUMotdtm 

lees,,  without  deceit,  vexily,  HF.  1464. 
Iiees,  pi.  9.  o/I«ese. 
Iieeste,  adj.  eup.  least,  B  2513;    oMe  I. 

loeye,  at  the  very  least,  A  1121. 
Iieet,  pt  a.  o/Lete. 
Ijef,  imp.  8.  ci/ Leve  (leave). 
Ijefe,  adj.  fern,  voc  dear,  HF.  1827. 
Iiaftil;  seelieTeftil. 
Legge,  -n ;  see  Iieye,  «. 
Ijeide,  i  pt  s.  ofleye. 
Iieigh,  j7<.  8.  of  Lye  (2). 
Ijekea,  pL  leeks,  A  634. 
Iiemes,  pi.  flames,  B  412a    A.S.  Uomta. 
Iiemman,  a  maee.  (nude)  lover,  sweet- 
heart, A  4240,  4247 ;  fem.  (female)  lover, 

lady-love,  A  3278, 3280 ;  ooncubinea,  1 903. 
Iiondes,  pi.  loins,  A  3237,  3304.    A.8.  lea- 

den^pl.  lendenu, 
Iiene,  ad/  lean,  thin,  B.  218,  444 ;  weak, 

T.  ii  132. 
Iiene,  ger,  to  lend,  give,  A  611;   Lena, 

imp.  8.  lend,  B  1376 ;  Lean,  imp.  s,  give, 

A  30S2.    A.&  Uhum. 
Iiene,  v.  lean,  inoline,  Ba638. 
Ijeng,  adv.  longer ;  ever  I.  ike  wern,  the 

worse,  the  longer  it  lasts,  A  3872. 
Iienger,  adj.  longer,  L.  450,  2035. 
Iianger,  adv.  longer,  B  374,  aiaa,  3709 : 

ever  the  L,  the  longer,  the  more,  7.  ix^ : 

ever  L  the  more,  £  6S7. 
Iiengest,  adv.  aitp.  lozigest,  5.  549. 
Iiente,  a  Lent-season,  D  543. 
Iienvoy, «.  I'envoy,  i.  e.  the  epOogne  or 

postscript  addressed  to  the  heaven  or 

readers,  £  ii77(rtf&rlc). 
Iieonease,  a  lioness,  L.  805. 
laeonyn,  adj.  lionlike,  B  3836. 
Ijeos,  a  people,  G  kq,  106.    Gk.  Ank. 
Leonn,  a  lion,  L.  637, 829 :  Lfon.  tbesifii 

Leo,  F  265. 
IjepM,  a  leopard,  A  ai86 ;  lahardes,  pL 

R894. 
Ijepe,  V.  nm,  A4378;  leap,  L.  aoo8;  Lep* 

up,  V.  leap  up,  HF.  2150;  IMp,  pt  $. 

leapt,  A  2687. 
Iiere,  a  flesh,  skin,  B  2047.    F)ropex)yth» 

muscles,  especially  the  muscles  of  the 

thigh,  which  special  sense  ia  perfectir 

suitable  here.    A.8.  Itro,  flesh,  muscl& 
IieTe,9er.(i)toteaoh,7.98;  cl  teach.  T.  it. 
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441 ;  (a)  to  learn,  T.  v.  161 ;  Lore,  ger.  to 
leara,  jBnd  out,  D  909;  Lere,  pr,  pi.  (i) 
*««kch,  5. 25 ;  (a)  leom,  F  104 ;  Iiered^pp. 
(2)  le«mit,  T.  iii.  406. 

Ijered,  adj.  instructed,  learned,  C  283; 
A.S.  l&Tid, 

Ifleme,  9.  leam,  A  308,  D  994  ;  Lemed  of, 
tan^t  by,  G  748.  (Chancer  here  nses 
the  word  wr<mgl7,  as  in  mod.  provincial 
English.) 

Ijeae,  s.  dot  pasture,  T.  ii.  75a ;  HF.  1768. 
A.S.  2cm. 

Iiese,  V.  lose,  A  iai5,  1290 ;  Lese  me,  v. 
lose  myself,  be  lost,  5.  147 ;  Lees,  pt.  a, 
lost,  L.  945;  Iieseth,  imp.  piL  "B  i^] 
lioren,  pp.  lost,  Ii.  1048 ;  Lorn,  pp.  lost, 
T.  L  373,  iii  1076,  iv.  1613;  forlorn, 
wasted,  B,  366. 

Iiesing,  a.  falsehood,  lie,  HF.  2089;  Or 
479 ;  Lesinges,  ph  lies,  deceits,  B.  a ; 
lying  reports,  HF.  a  133. 

Ijesinge,  «.  loss,  1 1056 ;  Lesing,  A  1707 ; 
for  leawge,  for  fear  of  losing,  B  3750. 

Xjeasomi,  a,  lesson,  lection,  A  709. 

Ijest,  $.  pleasure,  3.  908 ;  delight,  A  133 ; 
desire,  £  6x9;  inclination,  HF.  387; 
Lestes,  pi  desires,  HF.  1738.  A  Kentish 
form;  for  luat. 

Ijest,  pr,  a.  impera.  (it)  pleases,  L.  1703 ; 
fiUrpleases  (me),  D  360;  Thee  lest,  it 
pleases  thee,  5. 1 14 ;  Lesteth,  (it)  pleases, 
L.  480  a ;  Leste,  J7t.  a.  impera.  (it)  pleased, 
T.  V.  517 ;  pira.  was  pleased,  T.  iii  45a  ; 
Leste,i>r.  a.  atibfj.  (it)  may  please,  L.  1338; 
As  yow  leste,  as  it  may  please  yon,  L. 
449  ;  (it)  would  please,  F380 ;  Her  leste, 
it  should  please  her,  5.  551.  Kentish 
forms.  " 

IiflSCeTW  auperl.  least,  T.  I  sSi ,  at  the 
I.,  at  least,  3. 973  ;  atte  2.,  at  least,  B  38 ; 
Leste,  as  a.,  the  least  one,  3-  383 ;  at  the 
leeate  toeye,  at  any  rate,  £  966. 

Xiet,  pr.  a.  q/Jjede. 

XfOte,  «.  let,  B  3524 ;  ]et,  leave,  A  1335 ; 

^m^hTapy  let  go,  T.  v.  1688 ;  forsake,  T. 
iv.  1 199;  let  alone,  leave,  D  1376;  quit, 
I.  7a  ;  give  up,  lose,  G  406 ;  omit,  depart 
from,  5.  391 ;  Lete  of,  ger.  to  leave  oflF, 
18.  5a  ;  Leten,  v.  let,  L.  2107 ;  give  up,  B. 
1690 ;  forsake,  T.  iv.  1556 ;  Leten,  ger.  to 
let  go,  T.  i.  a63 ;  Late,  v.  let,  T.  iii  693 ; 
Laten,  v.  let,  A  3326 ;  Lete,  x  pr.  a.  leave, 
7.  45;  Let,  pr.  a,  lets  go,  repels,  5.  151 ; 
Lat,  pr.  a.  lets,  permits,  T.  iv.  aoo ;  Lete, 
a  pr.  pi.  abandon,  B  3505 ;  L^t,  pt.  a. 
let,  A  xa8 ;  lat  go,  A  iao6 ;  allowed,  HF. 
243  ;  l«ft  off»  -A.  331X ;  left,  A  508 ;  caused, 
perxxiitted,    B   373 ;    caused,   B   2x94 ; 


caused  (to  beX  B  959  ;  leet .  . .  fecche^ 
commanded  (men)  to  fetch,  D  3064 ;  leet 
don  eryen^  caused  to  be  proclaimed,  F 
45;  leet  maJIcs,  caused  to  be  made,  B 
3349 ;  leet  binde,  caused  to  be  bound,  B 
1810 ;  Let,  pt.  a.  caused,  L.  2624 ;  let 
calle,  caused  to  be  called,  L.  1684  i  ^^^  5* 
279 ;  Lete,  pt  pL  let,  B 3898 ;  Let^pt  a. 
auhj.  were  to  let,  T.  iii  1762 ;  Leet,  imp. 
a,  let,  C  731 ;  Lat,  imp,  a.  let,  x.  79,  84 ; 
let  alone,  give  up,  T.  ii  1500 ;  Lat  be,  let 
be,  do  away  with,  A  840 ;  let  me  alone, 
A  3285  ;  give  up,  HF.  993  ;  Lat  do,  cause, 
C  173;  Lat  take,  take,  Ot  1254,  H  175; 
Lat  see,  let  us  see,  A  831 ;  Lat  goon,  let 
slip  (the  dogs),  L.  1313  ;  Laten  blood,  ftp. 
let  biood,  A  4346.  A.S.  loBtnn. 
Iiette,  s.  hindrance,  T.  i  361 ;  delay,  T. 

iii.  ^35. 

Iiette,  V.  hinder,  T.  ii  733 ;  prevent,  L. 
733 ;  oppose,  stay,  B  3306 ;  cause  delay, 
B  1117;  wait,  B  1440;  tarry,  B  4324; 
stop,  desist,  B  4279 ;  cease,  R  379 ;  Letten, 
ger.  to  put  olwtacles  in  the  way  (of),  to 
decline  (from),  A  X3X7 ;  Let,  pr.  a.  pre- 
vents, B  3.  p  la  162 ;  Lette,  pr.  a.  atdj.  ; 
leUe  him  no  man^  god  forbede^  God  forbid 
that  any  should  hinder  him,  T.  iii 
545 ;  Letted,  pt.  a.  hindered,  A  X891  ; 
was  hindered,  B  2591 ;  Letteth,  imp.  pi. 
hesitate,  T.  ii  1136. 

Iiette-game,  a.  *  let-game,'  one  who  hin- 
ders sport,  T.  iii  527. 

Iiettres,  pi.  lettars,  {also  as  aing.  a  letter), 

B  736 ;  5-  «9^ 
Iiettrure,  i.  learning,  B  3486 ;  book-lore, 

B3686. 
Iietuarie,  a.  electuary,  remedy,  C  307; 

pL  electuaries,  A  426.     Lat.  electuarium. 
IieTe,  dear  ;  see  Ii9ef. 
liove,  a.  leave,  B  1637,  D  908 ;  permission, 

L  228x;    hiayde  hir  leoe^  without  her 

leave,  T.  iii.  622. 
Iieva  (0,  V.  leave,  E  250 ;  let  alone,  G  7x4  ; 

let  go,  3.  nil ;  go  away,  5.  153;  leave 

alone,  T.  i  688 ;  ger.  to  leave  off,  T.  i 

686;  to  forsake,  G  287;  Ijeve,  1  pr.  a. 

leave,  2.  50 ;  Leveth,  pr.  a.  remains,  3. 

701 ;  Lafte,  i  pt.  a.  left,  G  762  ;  Lefte,  left 

off,  F  670 ;  Laften,  pt  pi  L.  168  ;  Left, 

pp.  omitted,  I  231  ;   Laft,  pp.  lefb,  L. 

X260;  Leef,  imp.  a.  leave,  T.  iv.  852; 

leave  (it)  alone,  T.  v.  15 18 ;  Lef,  imp.  a. 

forego,  D  2089 ;  Leve,  imp.  a.  leave,  A 

1614 ;    Leveth,  imp.  pi  leave,   G  ^9. 

A.S.  ic^aw., 
Xiove  (2),  V.  believe,  5.  496 ;  L.  10 ;  ger.  to 

be  beUevsd,  HF.   708;    Levestow,  be- 
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lievest  thou,   Q  9»;  Leveth,  imp.  pL 
believe,  6.  88.    A.S.  l^an^  li/tm. 
laeve  (3)  ger.  to  allow,  L.  aaSo ;  god  letM, 
God  grant,  L.  2083,  3086.    A.  S.  l^an, 

IfOveftil,  adj.  allowable,  A  3912;  per- 
missible, D  37 ;  lioBtML,  allowable,  1 41, 
9x7 ;  LeiVil,  permissible,  T.  iii.  102a 

Zievene,  t.  flash  of  lightning,  D  ay6. 

Iiever,  €U^j.  comp.  liefer,  rather ;  me  were 
lever ^  I  had  rather,  T.  i  1034,  iii  574  ;  me 
fde  lever,  L.  191 ;  thee  were  2.,  thoa  hadst 
rather,  B  2339;  him  woe  C,  A  393 ;  him 
were  {., I4. 3413 ;  heme /  2.,  I  would  rather, 
T.  a  471 ;  F  1360 ;  hadde  J  2.,  D  168 ; 
haih  I.,  T697 ;  hadde  I.,  L.  1536 ;  had  hir 
I.,  she  would  rather,  E  444 ;  him  had 
be  Z.,  he  would  rather,  A  3541. 

Xievesel ;  see  IieefaeL 

Iievest,  eup.  dearest,  most  desirable,  HF. 

87. 

Iiewed,  adj.  ignorant,  A  502,  574 ;  un- 
learned, C  283 ;  unskilled,  rude,  HF. 
1096 ;  wicked,  foolish,  F  1494 ;  wanton, 
£  3139.    A.S.  Icetoed. 

IiewecQy,  adv.  simply,  HF.  866;  igno- 
rantly,  B  47  ;  ill,  G-  43a 

Iiewed^esse,  9.  ignorance,  ignorant  be- 
haviour, D  1938. 

Iiey,  lied ;  pt  e.  c^fLye. 

Ijeye,  v.  lay,  4>  ^5 ;  lAy*  cause  to  lie,  T. 
iii  659 ;  lay  a  wager,  HF.  674 ;  pledge, 
T.  iiL  1605;  Leyn,  per.  to  lay  up,  to 
hoard,  R  184 ;  Leggen,  ger.  to  lay,  A 
3369 ;  Legge,  v.  A  3937 ;  Leyth,  pr,  e.  A 
4329;  Leith,  pr. «.  D  3138 ;  Leye,  ijpr.pL 
lay  out,  expend,  G  783 ;  Leyn,  pr.  pU 
lay,  H  333  ;  Leyde,  pt.  a.  3.  394 ;  Leyde, 
3  pt.  pL  L.  3501 ;  Leyden  forth,  pt.  pL 
brought  forward,  B  313 ;  Leyd,  pp.  laid, 
A  3263;  placed,  JBL  1184;  overlaid,  B. 
1076;  I  woe  leyd,  I  had  laid  myself 
down,  L.  308 ;  Leyd,  pp.  laid,  A  81 ; 
fixed,  3.  1146 ;  set,  3.  1036;  Ley  on,  li^ 
on,  A  3558. 

Iioyser,  s.  leisure,  B.  463;  A  1188;  de- 
liberation, B  37O6;  opportunity,  A  3393. 

Iieyt,  «.  flame  (of  a  candle),  1 954.  A.S. 
Uget,  lyget^  ICE.  leit^  lightning. 

Iiibardes,  pL  leopards,  B.  894. 

Libel,  s.  written  declaxution,  D  1595. 

Lioentiat,  adj.  one  licensed  by  the  pope 
to  hear  confessions,  independently  of 
the  local  ordinaries,  A  3aa 

liiolie,  adj.  like,  B.  1073;  similar,  7.  76; 
U  liche,  like  it,  F  63. 

Liche,  adv.  alike,  HF.  la 

Idohe-wake,  awatchover  aoorpse,  A  3958. 


IiiooryoS,  e.  liquorice,  B.  X368L 

Lioour,  a.  moisture,  A  3 ;  liqaos-,  T  iv. 

520 ;  Liconr,  juice,  C  453. 
Lief,  adj.  dear,  A  3501 ;  Lief  to,  glad  to, 

given  to,  A  3510;  cherished,   £  479; 

goode  leef  my  vagf^  my  dear  good  wile. 

B  3084 ;  hoAde  aa  lief^  would  as  soon,  I» 

1574 ;  o«  a  dear  one,  B  40691. 
Lift,  adj.  left  (said  of  the  left  li«ad  or 

side);  B.  163. 
Lige,  adj.  liege,  C  337 ;  Lige  man,  vasnL 

L.  379  ;  Liges,  a  pL  vaarala,  L.  383 ;  ^ 

subjects,  B  24a    F.  lige^  firom  O.H.G. 

UdAc  (G.  2ed^),  free.    A  liege  l<nd  was  a 

free  lord ;  in  course  of  time  his  sulQeGts 

were  called  Uegee,  from  oonfaakm  with 

Lat.  Ijportf,  to  bind. 
Llgeaunoe,  a  allegiance,  B  895. 
Liggen,  v.  lie,  B  3101 ;  Ligginge,  pree.  pL 

lying,  T.  iv.  39;  Ligging,  A  loii. 
Light,  adj.  lightsome,  joyous,  B.  77;  5. 

1 175;  active,  nimble,  R  833;    ea^y,  «. 

536;  wearing  but  few  clothes(aZio,  fickle . 

31.  3o ;  Lighte,  pL  light  (of  weightX  5- 

188  ;  ea^,  A.  pr,  36. 
Lighte,  adv.  brilliantly,  B.  1x09^ 
Lighte,  ger.  (i)  to  make  light,  rejoice,  T. 

V.  634;  to  render  cheerful,  T.  i.  293, 

alleviate,  T.  iii.  1083;   (3)  ger.  to  feel 

light,  to  be  glad,  F  396,  914 ;  Lights. 

pt  a  lighted;   either  in   the  warn  n 

lightened,  made  light,  made  happy,  or 

(3)  illuminated,  B  i66i.     

Lighte,  V.  alight,  descend,  HF.  508 ;  ^.  i. 

alighted,  B  786. 
Lighten,  v,  shine,  I  1037;  Lif^ted,  pp. 

brightened,  i.  74 ;  Light,j^.  illuminated, 

L.  2506 ;  Lighte,  imp.  a.  illamine,  G  71. 
Lightly,  adv.  lightly,  F  390 ;  readily  4- 

305;  quickly,  I  534;  easily,  T.  ii  2S9; 

carelessly,  1 1023 ;  joyftiUy,  A  igjja. 
Lightned,  pp.  exilightened,  illoxBdnated, 

F  logo. 
Lightnesae  (i),  a.  brightness,  5.  363. 
Lightnesae  (2),  a.  agility,  A  3JB5. 
Lightsom.  adj.  gay,  B.  936. 
Ligne,  a.  line,  T.  v.  1481. 
Ligne-aloes,  wood   of  the  aloe,  T.  it. 

1137.    (Properly  a  compound,  ie.  iignh 

aloea'j  where  oloef  is  a  plural  fbrm.) 
Likerona,  adj.  lecherous,  H 189 ;  wrantcn. 

A  3244,  3345,  E  214 ;  gluttonous,  C  540; 

greedy  after  indulgence,  D  466  ;  eafier. 

F  1119 ;  very  vile  (Lat.  neguimimu%  B  3- 

P4.31. 
Likerousnesae,  a.  lecheronsneaa,  D611; 

licentiousness,  1 430;  greediness,  I  57;; 

eagerness,  1 741 ;  appc^te,  C  84. 
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liiltiixs-lionie,  3.  horn  to  be  played  for 
a  lilt,  HF.  1225. 

Xiimaille ;  see  Iiymaille. 

Xsixne,  «.  limb,  3.  499 ;  limes,  pL  R.  %ow 

Jjimitaoioun,  «.  limit,  D  877. 

Ijixnitour,  9,  limitor,  a  fxiar  lioeiued  to 
beg  for  alms  within  a  certain  limit,  A 
ao9,  D  874. 

Tilnaga,  $.  linear,  race,  A  mo;  fiimily, 
I>  1135;  noble  family,  B.  358;  high 
birth,  B  3441 ;  kinsfolk,  B  2192 ;  kin- 
dred, B  999;  consanguinity,  Xu  adoa. 

Xiind,  ff.  limo>tree,  A  2922. 

Ijipaed,  pt.  $.  lisped,  A  264. 

Ijiflse,  «.  comfort,  T.  v.  550;  joy,  T.  iii 
343  ;  assuaging,  HF.  aao ;  solace,  3. 1040 ; 
aUe^iation,  F  1238.    AS.  ZtM. 

Xaisaen,  v.  alleviate,  T.  i  702 ;  soothe,  6. 
6;    Lissed,  pp.  reeved,  F  1170.    AS. 


Ijistt  (i),  a  pleasure,  T.  iii.  1303;  will, 
D633. 

Xasi  (2),  a  ear,  I)  634.    AS.  My^e. 

X«ist,  pr.  a.  impen.  it  pleases  {umaUy  toith 
dcU.),  A  loai,  B521;  meliat  right  evel^  I 
was  in  no  mind  to,  3.  2.^9 ;  jfou  litt, 
it  pleases  you,  11.  77;  I^t,  pr,  a 
pera  is  pleased,  pleases,  T.  i  518,  797; 
wishes,  A  3x76 ;  Listeth,  pr.  a  impen. 
(it)  pleases,  T.  ii.  700;  pen.  pleases,  is 
pleased,  HF.  511 ;  likes,  F  689 ;  Listen, 
2  pr,  pi.  are  pleased,  T.  iii.  i8to ;  Xiisten, 
pr.  pL  list,  choose,  B  2234 ;  Listen 
trete,  choose  to  write,  Ii.  575;  Liste, 
pL  a  impera.  (it  pleased),  L.  332;  her 
liaUf  it  pleased  her,  she  oared,  7.  190 ; 
him  UtUy  he  wanted,  4.  92 ;  %eM  UtU^ 
(it)  pleased  them,  F 851.     AS.  lyatan. 

Iiistes,  pL  in  ting.  amK,  lists,  a  place 
enclosed  for  tournaments,  A  63. 

Iiiates,  a  pi.  wiles ;  in  hia  Z.,  by  means  of 
his  wiles,  i.  85. 

Idsteth,  imp.  pL  listen  ye,  B  1902. 

JAtaagB,  a.  Ulharge,  ointment  prepared 
from  protoxide  of  lead,  A  629 ;  protoxide 

of  lead,  O  775. 
Iiitargie,  a  lethargy,  B  i.  p  2.  22. 
Iiite,  adj.  UtUe,  I  295 ;  m  a,  a  UtUe,  T.  i. 

291 ;  adv.  little,  T.  iv.  1330b 
liitestere,  a  dyer,  9. 17.    IceL  Zto,  to  dye. 
lath,  a  limb  (via.  of  herself),  B  4065.    A.S. 

UiJ. 
Idtherly ,  adv.  ill,  A  3299.  A.S.  lyder^  evil. 
Livere  (1),  a  liver,  D  1839. 
lAvBTO  (2),  a  liver  (one  who  lives),  B  1024. 
Idveree,  a.  liveiy,  A  363. 
Iiiviiige,  a.  life-time,  7.  188 ;  manner  of 

life,  G  107 ;  state  of  life,  G  322. 


Idzi,  liest ;  see  Iiye  (2). 

Iiode,  a  load,  A  2918. 

IiodenMnage,  a  pilotage,  A  403.  Xods- 
manage  is  the  hire  of  a  pilot,  for  con- 
ducting a  ship  finom  one  place  to  another. 

Iiodesmen,  a  pi.  pilots,  L.  1488. 

Iiode-itezre,  a  polar  star,  lodestar,  A 
aos9. 

Loffee,  dot.  upper  room,  h.  2709 ;  on  Icjle^ 
in  the  air,  HF.  1727 ;  aloft,  B  277. 

Iiogge,  a  resting-place,  B  4043. 

Iiogging,  a  lodging,  B  4185. 

Iioke,  V.  {weak)  lock  up,  D  317. 

Iioken,  gar.  to  look,  A  1783 ;  v.  behold,  B. 
B.  812 ;  Loked,  pi.  a.  l^ked,  A  289 ; 
Iiokeden,  pt.pL  Jj.  1972 ;  imp.  a.  see,  HF. 
893 ;  take  heed,  D  1587 ;  Loke  he,  let 
him  take  heed,  I  134 ;  Loketh,  imp.  pL 
behold,  G  1329 ;  search  ye,  C  578. 

Iioken,  j3!p.  afairong  verb  (Lonken),  locked 
up,  B  4065. 

Iioking,  a  look,  gase,  3.  870;  counten- 
ance, B  2332 ;  glance,  Ll  240 ;  glance  (of 
the  syeX  A  2171 ;  aspect,  4.  51 ;  examin- 
ing, 5.  no;  appearance,  B.  290;  looks, 
Fa85, 

Iiokkes,  pi.  locks  of  hair,  A  81,  677. 

Iioller,  a  a  loUer,  a  loUard,  B 1 173.  LoUer 
(one  who  is  sluggish)  was  confiued  with 
the  name  LoUard, 

Iiomb,  a  lamb,  L.  1798. 

Iiond,  a  land,  A  194,  400,  579 ;  country, 
B  3548 ;  tipofi  land,  in  the  ooontiy,  A 
702. 

Iione,  a.  dot  loan,  B  1485 ;  gift,  grace,  D 
1861. 

Iiong,  prep. ;  the  phrase  wher-on  .  .  long 
=  long  on  wftsr,  along  of  what,  G  930 ; 
Long  on,  along  of,  because  of,  G  922. 

Iiong,  adj.  {b^ore  a  votoel\  tall,  B.  817; 
pi  taU,  high,  B.  1384 ;  long,  A  93. 

IfOnge,  adv.  long,  A  286 ;  for  a  long  time, 
L.  2261. 

Iionge  (0,  V.  desire,  long  for,  L.  2260; 
yearn,  T.  ii  546 ;  Longen  (2),  v.  belong, 
A  2278 ;  pr.  a  belongs,  B.  754J  (it)  con- 
cerns, T.  iL  312 ;  pr.  pi.  belong,  F  1131 ; 
pt.  a.  befitted,  R  1222 ;  Longing  for, 
suitable  for,  F  39. 

Iionges,  pi.  lungs,  A  2752. 

Xiongitude,  a  the  distance  between  two 
given  meridians,  A  ii  39. 19 ;  the  length 
or  extent  of  a  *  climate,'  in  a  direction 
parallel  to  the  equator,  or  rather  a  line 
along  which  to  measure  this  length; 
A  ii.  39.  2&  The  longitude  of  a  star  is 
measured  along  the  sodiac ;  that  of  a 
town,  from  a  fixed  meridian. 
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IiooB,  «.  pxaJM,  renown,    B  2^34,  3036. 

O.F.  los. 
Ik)0«,  a4;.  looee,  A  4064, 4158 ;  lions,  free, 

HP.  12S6. 
liOOth  (166thX  a4i.  loath,  odiona,  A  486; 

hateful,  A  3393;  me  teere  I.,  it  wonld 

displeaee  me,  B  91 ;  «  a,  what  ia  hate- 
ful, miseiy,  L.  1639. 
Zioothly,  o^/.  hideous,  D  xioa 
Iioppe,  a  a  spider,  A.  i  3.  d. 
Iioppewebbe,  a  cobweb,  A.  i  ji.  3. 
Iiordeth,  pr.  a,  mles  over,  4.  166. 
Iiordinge,  a  pi  sirs,  G  329,  573. 
Iiore,  a  teaching,  L.  2450 ;  advice,  T.  i 

1090 ;  lesso^  T.  L  645,  754  ;  instruction, 

B  343  ;  learning,  B  761 ;  study,  G  843 ; 

profit,  5.  15  ;  doctrine,  A  527.    A.8.  Mr. 
I<or6,i>f>.  o/Leae. 
Iiorel,    a   worthless    man,    abandoned 

wretch,  DaTS. 
iMcen,  pp.  o/Lese. 
Iiorer,  a  laurel,  B.  1379. 
iMrTLfpp.  c/Lese. 

Iios  (i),  s.  loss,  A  3543 ;  occasion  of  per- 
dition, D  7aa 
laos  (3),  i.  praise,  renown,  fame,^  1514  ; 

report,  L.  1434 ;  itt  her  lose$,  in  praise 

of  them,  HF.  1688.    O.P.  2oa 
Iioaengere,  a  flatterer,  B.  1050 ;  pL  B. 

1056.    O.F.  loiengeur. 
Iioaengerie,  a  flattery,  I  613. 
Iioaenges,  pL  locengee,  HF.  1317 ;  small 

diamond-^iaped  sldelds,  B.  893. 
Iiost,  a  loss,  B  a.  p  4.  185. 
IiOth,  adj.  loath,  3.  8;  displeasing,  B.  333. 
Iiother,  adj.  comp.  more  hateftd,  L.  191. 
Iiothest,  adj.  mip&rL  most  loath,  F  1313. 
IiOtinge,  preB.  paH,  lurking,  O  186.    A.8. 

Itittofi,  to  lurk, 
laoude,  adv.  loudly,  A  171. 
Iiough,  pL  s.  o/Langhe. 
IfOuke,  a  acoomplice,  A  4415. 
Iionred,  pp.  frowned,  HF.  4091 
liOus,  adj.  loose,  free,  HF.  1386. 
laoosy,  oAj.  frUl  of  lice,  miserable,  D 1467. 
Iioute,  V.  bow,  do  obeisance,  T.  iii.  683 ; 

^«r.  to  ^ow  down,  B  3353;  1  jil  s.  stooped, 

bent,B.  1554. 
IiOTe,  s.  love,  A  475 ;  Jhn.  lady-love,  4-  3» ; 

voc  O  my  love,  A  67a ;  matt,  lover,  L. 

863. 
Iiovedayee,  pL  days  for  settling  disputes 

by  arbitration,  A  358 ;  HF.  695. 
laOTe-drury,  s.  affSsction,  B  3085.    The 

latter  part  of  the  word  is  O.F.  drtarU^ 
.   drueriSf  love,  passion. 
iKTveknotte,  s.  looped  ornament,  A  197. 
Iioves,  a  pL  loaves,  B  5^3. 


Ijovyere,  a  lover,  A  8a 

Iiowenesse,  a  lowliness,  I  io8a 

Lowly,  a4J.  humble,  A  99. 

Iinoe,  a  luce,  pike,  A  sjtx 

Iiucre,  a  lucre,  gain,  O  1403;  Inere  of 

vilanye  =  vile  gain,  B  1681. 
Luftom,  adj.  VornHj^  T.  v.  911 ;  Icyvahle,  T. 

V.  465. 
LuUeth,  pr.  a  lulls,  soothes,  B  839. 
Iiuna,  a  the  moon,  O  836 ;  a  nAine  for 

silver,  G  1440. 
Iiun^rio,  a  lunaiy,  moon-wofrt,  G-  &xx 
Iinre,  t.  a  hawk's  lure,  D 1340 ;  pC  entioe> 

ments,  Li  137 1. 
IiUBshebiUiJbLM,  pL  spurioos    coin,   B 

3153.    Named  fh>m  the  town  of  Lmxem- 

bourg. 
Lust,  a  desire,  B.  1653 ;  amusement^  B. 

1387;  pleasure,  K.  616;  deUght,  i.  106; 

will,  desire,  wish,  B  188 ;  interest  in  a 

story,  V  40a;  pi  delights,  3.  581.    A.S, 

Lusteth,  pr.  a  impera.  (it)  pleases,  Ij.  996 : 
Lust,  pr.  a  pert,  pleases,  E  1344  ;  impir^ 
(it)  pleases,  E  333;  Lnste,  pL  a.  pert. 
desired,  G  1344 ;  Luste,  pL  a  Iwpera.  it 
pleased,  G  1335. 

Lustier,  more  jojrous,  G  1345. 

Lastiheda,  a  eheerfrdness,  3. 37 ;  drii^t, 
H  374 ;  eigoyment,  F  388 ;  vigour,  L. 

»53o. 

Lustily,  ado.  gaily,  meirily,  R  13*9. 

Lustinesae,  a  pleasure,  jollity,  A  1999; 
vigour,  B.  1383. 

Lusty,  adj.  pleaaant,  gay,  A  80;  jocund. 
F  373 1^  lusty,  H  41 ;  joyooa,  B.  581 ; 
happy,  B.  1303  ;  joyfiil,  A 1513 ;  ▼igoreoa, 
L.  1038. 

Lnzurea,  a  pL  lusts,  B  3.  p  7.  13. 

Laxoxie,  a  lechery,  B  935,  G  484. 

Lyard,  adj.  grey,  D  1563. 

I^oorya,  a  liquorice,  A  369& 

I^e  (1),  V.  lie,  remain,  la  53 ;  L^  per.  to 
lodge,  D  i^ ;  I^  . .  by,  v.  lie  beside, 
B  3470 ;  I^  upxjfi^t,  lie  on  otne^  back, 
lie  dead,  B.  1604 ;  Lystow,  thou  lieat,  H 
376 ;  Lyth,  pr,  a  lies,  is,  remaina,  B. 
783  ;  lies,  3.  146,  181^  (he)  lies,  B  654; 
(that)  liea,  D  1839;  remaina,  reaidea,  B 
3654 ;  lies  (dead),  3.  143 ;  I<|rth  thetto, 
belongs  here,  is  needed,  3.  537;  lay, 
I  pt  a  lodged,  A  so ;  was,  A  538 ;  I^ye, 
pt.  a  au!y[.  would  lie,  T.  iv.  1560;  1^, 
imp.  a  T.  iL  953. 

lore  (3),  o.  tell  lies,  lie,  A  7^;  List,  3 
3  j>r.  a  liest,  D  1618,  1761 ;  Ley,  stromg 
pt.  a  lied,  T.  it  1077 ;  lyed,  toaaib  pL  fc 
Ued,  A6s^    A.Q.  Uogan. 
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^^o  (aX  ^'  blaoe,  D  1143.     A.&  lyge,  a. 

flame. 
rarer,  «.  liar,  B  2256. 
Ijyes,  A  pk  leeB,  dregs,  HP.  aiaa 
Xjsres,  1^  (i)  lees ;  or  (3)  lies,  D  902.    Per- 
haps a  doable  meaning  is  intended. 
Ijytf  t.  life,  A  71,  2776 ;  I^ves^  g»L  life's, 
6.  60 ;  of  my  life,  3.  9J0 ;  Onr  present 
worldes  lyres  spaoe,  the  space  of  onr 
present  liie  in  the  world,  5.  53 ;  Lyves 
day,  lifetime,  L.  1624 ;  Lyve,  dot  L.  59 ; 
On  lyve,  alive,  L.  1792 ;  in  his  time,  D 
43;   Upon  lyve,  alive,  T.  ii  XQ30;   Of 
lyve,  oot  of  life,  T.  v.  1561 ;  Bringe  of 
lyve,  cause  to  die,  T.  ii.  1608 ;  My  lyve, 
in  my  life,  T.  ii  205 ;  By  thy  lyf,  during 
thy  life,  B  i6ai ;  Thy  lyf,  during  thy 
lifetime,  17. 19;  His  lyve,  in  his  life,  L. 
1099 ;  Hir  lyve,  in  their  life,  D  39a ; 
Iflrves,j>LB3i84. 

Ii7flode,amean8oflivtQg,I685  Mod.£. 
UveUhood, 

layfly,  adv,  in  a  lifelike  way,  A  9087. 

Xjyke,  V,  please,  T.  i.  431 ;  ger.  HF.  860; 
,to  be  liked,  B.  1357;  Lyketh,  pr.  a 
pleases,  E  103 1 ;  impen.  (it)  pleases,  E 
3x1,  845 ;  U9  I.  yow,  it  pleases  ns  with 
ree^»ect  to  yon,  E  106 ;  l^yhe,  pr,  s,  aubj. 
may  please,  D  1378 ;  thee  L  nal,  it  may 
not  please  yon,  L.  490;  I^ked,  pt  a 
impen,  pleased,  B.  1312. 

Iiykdng,  a  pleasure,  C  455;  delight,  B 
3499* 

Ijyking,  adj.  pleasing,  B.  868 ;  pleasant, 
Bw  14x6 ;  thriving,  B.  1564. 

Ijyklihed,  «.  dot  likelihood,  E  448. 

I^klinasM,  a  probability,  22.  15. 

Xykly,  adj.  likely,  like,  16.  32. 

I^lcne,  X  pr,  t.  compare,  3.  6316 

I^knesse,  a  parable,  A  384a. 

Ljm,  a  lime,  F  1x49 »  quicklime,  I4.  649. 

Xymaille,  a  filings  of  any  metal,  O  xx63 ; 
Ismail,  a  1164 ;  LimaiUe,  G  853. 

Lyme,  per.  to  cover  with  birdlime,  T.i.  353. 

Lymere,  a  hoimd  held  in  leash,  3.  365. 

Iiymrod,  t,  lime^wig,  B  3574. 

Lyne,  a  line,  T.  i  1068 ;  fishing-line,  4. 
34J;  line  of  descent,  D  1135;  09  lyne 
right,  straight  as  a  line,  T.  iii  228. 

Iiyned,  pp.  lined,  A  44a 

Lyne-right,  adj.  in  an  exact  line,  exactly 
in  a  line  with,  A.  i  31.  31. 

I^ovn,  a  lion,  T.  iii.  1780;  v.  830; 
LyoanB,  ph  B.  894.    See  Iieoon. 

liyst,  3  pr,  a  liert,  redinest,  T.  ii  99X ; 
Lystow,  liest  thou,  H  376. 

Iiytargye,  a  lethargy,  T.  i  730. 

I^yte,  adj.  small,  little,  B.  532 ;   slight. 


I  689 ;  Lyte,  9.  a  little,  L.  39,  535 ;  Lyte, 

pi.  little,  A  494. 
Iiyte,  adv.  little,  3.  884 ;  a  little,  E  935 ; 

in  a  small  degree,  G  633,  699 ;  I,  and  2., 

by  little  and  little,  D  3335. 
Iiyihe,  adj.  easy,  soft,  HF.  118. 
Lythe,  ger.  to  alleviate,  cheer,  T.  iv.  754. 
Lyve ;  see  I^ 

Iiyrely,  adv,  in  a  lively  way,  3.  905. 
Lyves;  seeLyl 
I^rves,  adv.  in  life  ;  hence,  ae  adj,  living, 

alive,  T.  iv.  253 ;  fio  lyvea  creo^ire,  no 

living  ereatoze,  T.  iii  13. 


V^eomeUmeeputfor  Me(before  a  vowel) ; 

ae  in  masterte  for  me  asterte. 
ICa  fby,  my  faith !  T.  iii  52. 
Maad;i>p.  ctTMake. 
Haat,  adJ,  d^ected,  B  3.  p  4.  42. 
ICad,  pp,  made,  Ia  386.    See  Make. 
Madde,  v.  go  mad,  4.  253;  ger,  to  be 

ftuions,  T.  i  479. 
Mader,  a  madder,  9.  X7. 
Magik,  a  magic,  A  416. 
Magistrftt,  e.  magistracy,  B  3.  p  4.  36. 
Maheym,  e,  maiming,  I  635.    Mod.  E. 


ICaille,  a  mail,  ringed  armour,  E  iao3. 

ICaister,  a  master,  B  1637;  doctor,  D 
3184 ;  doctor  (of  divinity),  D  1638  ;  (as  a 
term  of  address),  X7.  x ;  one  in  authority, 
A  261. 

Maisterfta,  adj.  masterftil,  T.  ii  756. 

Maister-strete,  a  main  street,  L.  19^. 

ICaiBter-temple,  a  chief  temple,  L.  1016. 

Malster-touii,  a  chief  town,  L.  X591. 

Maister-toiir,  a  chief  tower,  F  336. 

Maistow,  mayest  thou,  HF.  699. 

ICaistresse,  a  mistress,  Ix  88 ;  governess, 
C  106. 

Jffaistrye,  a  mastery,  great  skill,  A  3383 ; 
mastery,  F  747,  764 ;  control,  B  3689,  C 
58;  snperiorily;  for  the  maiettye,  as 
regards  authority,  A  165;  victory,  B 
3582 ;  specimen  of  skill,  HF.  igr^ ;  art, 
elegance,  B.  843 ;  a  ^nasterly  oxieration 
(cf.  F.  eowp  de  maUre),  G  106a 

Miajestee,  a  ;  hie  real  majeetee  z=  his  royal 
majesty,  i  e.  high  treason,  B  i.  p  4.  163. 

]Cake,amato,D27o,Hi86;  equal,  match, 
A  2556;  wedded  companion,  wife,  B  700; 
bride,  E  1882 ;  husband,  D  Sg. 

ICake,  V,  make,  A  184;  compose,  write, 
L.  69 ;  ger,  to  compose,  to  write  (aboutX 
B.  41 ;  pretend  to,  counterfeit,  T.  ii 
1522 ;  cause  (it),  T.  u.  959 ;'  Makestow, 
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2pr.  9.3  yji ;  Maketh,  pr.  9,  caoBee,  A 
3035 ;  Maken,  pr.  pL  make,  ntter,  A  9  ; 
Maked,  pt.  «.  made,  A  526 ;  Makedea, 
pt  pi.  T.  iv.  lai ;  Made,  pL  s.  aubj.  may 
have  made,  4.  337 ;  Made  . .  .  broght, 
oaiued  to  be  brought,  HF.  155 ;  Maked, 
pp.  made,  A  1247;  composed,  5.  677; 
Maad,  pp.  made,  A  394  ;  Mad,  pp.  3. 415. 

Makelees,  adj.  peerless,  T.  i  173. 

leaking,  s.  poetry,  composition,  L.  74, 413, 
483. 

Malapert,  adj.  forward,  T.  iii.  87. 

Male  (i),  a  bag,  wallet,  A  694, 3115. 

Male  (3),  a.  male,  D  122, 

Maleflce,  a  evil  contrivance,  I  341. 

Mal^neolyk,  adj.  melancholy,  A  1375. 

Malgre,  pr^.  in  spite  of,  4.  32a 

Malison,  a  curse,  I  443  ;  cursing,  I  619. 

Malliable,  adj.  malleable,  such  as  can 
be  worked  by  the  hammer,  G  113a 

Malt,  pt  a.  melted,  HF.  933. 

Maltalent,  a  lU-will,  Ul-hnmoiir,  resent- 
ment, B.  373, 35a 

Man,  8.  A 167,  309, 333 ;  (nsed  indefinitely) 
one,  B43,  D3003  ;  hero,  B  3331  ;  servant, 
I  773 ;  Mannes,  gen.  of  mankind,  T.  ii. 
417;  Men,  pL  men,  people,  18.  26  i  A 
178;  Hng.  (unemphatie  Ji>rm  o/iaaiiX  one 
{with  sing.  verb\  A  149,  333,  C  675,  G  392. 

Manaoe,  ger.  to  threaten,  £  1753. 

Manaainge,  3.  threatening,  A  3^35. 

Mandement,  a  summons,  D  1346. 

Maner,  a  manor,  place  to  dwell  in,  3.  ioo4« 

Manere,  a  manner,  A  858,  D  1339 ;  de- 
portment, A  140 ;  disposition,  Ij.  351 ; 
manner,  way,  3. 1 130 ;  ease  of  behavionr, 
3.  I3i8;  goodly  courtesy  of  manner,. 4. 
394 ;  cif  manere,  in  his  behaviour,  F  546  ; 
Maner,  way,  3.  433 ;  manner,  kind,  sort 
{used  without  of  fMowing\  as  in  maner 
doctrine,  B  1689  ?  P^  kinds,  B.  1406. 

Manhede,  s.  manliness,  A  1385. 

Mannish,  adj.  manlike,  T.  i  384 ;  human, 
B  3454 ;  unwomanly,  B  783. 

Mannish,  adv.  like  a  man,  boisterously, 
E  1536. 

Manaioun,  s.  dwelling,  A  1974 ;  (a  term 
in  astrology),  F«5o;  mansion  (of  the 
moon),  F  1385 ;  pi.  daily  positions  or 
*  stations '  of  the  moon,  F 1 13a  A  man- 
sion of  a  planet  is  the  sign  (or  signs)  of 
the  zodiac  in  which  the  planet  was 
thought  to  be  peculiarly  at  home.  A 
mansion  of  the  moon  refers  to  its  posi- 
tion day  by  day  in  the  sky. 

Mansuete,  adj.  courteous,  T.  v.  194. 

Manauetude,  a  meekness,  1 654. 

Mantelet,  a  short  mantle,  A  3163. 


Manye,  s.  mania,  A  1374. 
Mappemounde,  map  of  the  world,  12.  2. 
Mapul,  s.  maple-tree,  A  3923. 
Marble-stoon,  s.  piece  <^  marble,  B. 

1462. 
Marohal,  s.  marahal,  S  193a 
Marohandyae,  a  barter,  I  777. 
Marohant,  a  merchant,  A  370. 
Maroial,  adj.  warlike,  T.  iv.  1669. 
Maroien,  adj  devoted  to  Mars,  D  6xol 
Mareys,  a  marsh,  D  970;   Mareys,  pi 

marshes,  B  2.  p  7.  42. 
Marie,  interj.  marry,  i.  e.  by  St.  Mary,  G 

1062. 
Mark  (i),  a  mark,  fixed  spot,  L.  T&f, ;  sex, 

race,  D  696 ;  sign,  I  98. 
Mark  (3),  a  a  piece  of  money,  of  the  valne 

of  X3«.  4d.  in  England,  G 1026 ;  pL  Mark, 

0390. 
Market-beter,  s.  swaggerer  in  a  market, 

A  3936. 
Markis,  s.  a  marquis,  £  64 ;  ffem.  sing. 

marquis's,  £  994. 
Markjeesse,  a  a  marchioness,  E  aSj. 
Marine,  s.  martyrdom,  T.  iv.  81& 
Martyreth,  pr.  a  torments,  A  156^ 
Mary,  s.  marrow,  pith,  C  542. 
Mary-bones,  a  pL  marrow-bonea,  A  380. 
Mase,  s.  maze,  labyrinth,  1m  3014;    be- 
wilderment, T.  V.  468 ;  bewildering  posi- 
tion, B  4383. 
Maeed,  adj.  bewildered,  B  536 ;  stumaed 

with  grief,  7.  323. 
Maeednesee,  a  amaze,  £  1061. 
Maaelyn,  s.  a  bowl  made  of  maplewt»od, 

B  3043. 
Massedayes,  pi.  massdays,  B  404-1- 
Masae^peny,  a  penny  for  a  mass,  D  1749. 
Mast,  s.  mast,  ie.  the  fruit  of  for^t- 

trees,  acorns  and  beech-nuts,  9l  7,  37. 
Masty,  adj,  fattened,  sluggish,  HF.  1777. 

lit.  *  fattened  on  mast.' 
Mat,  adj.  d^ected,  A  955 ;  erhansted,  T. 

iv.  343  i  dead,  L.  126 ;  defeated  ntterly, 

B935. 
Mate,   interj*  checkmate!   3.  660;    adj. 

exhausted,  7.  176. 
Materes,  pi.  materials  (of  a  solid  char> 

acter),  G  779. 
Matrimoine,  a  matrimony,   A  3095,  E 

«573. 
Maugre,  Maugree,  in  spite  of;  as  in 
maugre  al  thy  might,  A  1607;  mamgru 
hir  even  Hoo,  A  1796 ;  maugree  tJkyMS  9^ 
D  315 ;  fR.  her,  L.  177a ;  m.  PhUistiens,  B 
3338 ;  m.  my  heed,  in  spite  of  all  I  can 
do,  3.  X30I ;  m.  thyn  Aeed>  B  104 ;  sn,  km 
heedf  A  1169;  m.  her  {hir)  heed,  L.  2326, 
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I>  887 ;  m.  ifOtf r  heed,  in  ipite  of  all  y<m 
can  do,  B  460a. 
Iffauxnet,  a,  idol,  1 860. 
Manxnetxye,  a,  Mahometanism,  idolatry, 
B   236.      Maumet   is   a    oorraption    of 
Mahomet  or  Knhammed;  ooranoestors 
wrongly  held  the  MahometanB  to  be 
idolaters. 
Maunoiple,   9,  manciple,    A   544.     An 
officer  who  pnrohases  viotnala  tot  an 
inn  or  college. 
Mavis,  e.  aong^thmsh,  R  619. 
Mawe,  8,  maw,  stomach,  B  486. 
SCay,  s.  maiden,  B  851. 
Mayde  child,  girl,  B  1385. 
MaydenheedL,  9.  maidenhood,  virginity, 

D888. 
Mayle,  e.  mail-armoor,  T.  y.  155^ 
Mayntene,  v.  maintain,  B.  1144 ;  uphold, 

A  1778. 
ICayster^htinte,  i.  chief  huntsman,  3. 

375. 
Sftaystres,  e.  pi,  masters,  B  3.  m  2.  la. 
Maystrie,  a.  masterly  act ;  Ko  maystrie. 

an  easy  matter,  L.  400. 
Maae,  a  pr.  pi,  are  in  a  state  of  bewilder- 
ment, £  2587. 
Meohel,  odj.  much ;  Jbr  ae  meeheL,  for  as 

much,  A.  pr.  6. 
Mede  {i\  a,  mead  (drink),  B  2043.    See 

Meeth. 
Mede,  a.  (a),  mead,  meadow,  A  89. 
Medeleth,  pr.  a,  mingles,  L.  874. 
Modeling,  a.  admixture,  B  i.  p  4.  279. 
Medewe,  a,  meadow,  B.  ia8. 
Mediatours,  a,  pk  go-betweens,  I  967. 
Medle,  v.  mingle,  HF.  aioa ;  meddle,  take 
part  in,  Q  1184 ;  dye  (miacere\  B  a.  m  5. 
10 ;  Medly,  v,  mingle,  mix,  B  a.  m  5.  7 ; 
imp.  pL  meddle,  G  1494. 
Mediae,  adj.  of  a  mixed  colour,  A  yaS, 
Meed,  a.  reward,  L.  i66a;  M^e,  meed, 
reward,  A  770 ;  to  fnedea,  for  my  meed, 
for  my  reward,  T.  ii.  laoi. 
Meel-tyd,  a,  meal-time,  T.  ii.  1556. 
Meeth,  a.  mead,  A  3a6i,  3378;   Meth,  A 

aa79, 
Megre,  adj.  thin,  B.  ai8,  311. 
Meiuee ;  see  Meynee. 
Meke,  i  pr.  a.  humble,  B  3874. 
Meke,  adv.  meekly,  7.  367. 
MelancoliouB   {accented    m^lanc^ous), 

adj.  melancholy,  HF.  30. 
Melanool^^e,  a,  melancholy,  3.  a^ 
Mele,  a.  meal  (of  flour),  A  3995. 
Melle,  a,  mill,  A  3923,  4a4a. 
Melte,  V,  melt,  T.  iv.  367 ;  Halt,  pt.  a, 
HF.  9aa;  Molte,  i>p.  HF.  1145,  1149. 

J) 


Memorial,  adj,  which  serves  to  record 
events,  7.  18. 

Memorie,  a,  memory,  G  339;  remem- 
brance, A  311a,  B  3164. 

Men,  pi.  Qfiiasx. ;  alao  a  weakened  form  of 
Man,  in  the  aenta  of  *one,*  or  ^some 
one  * ;  used  with  a  singnlar  verb.     See 


Mendinants,  pL  mendicant  friars,  D 
1907,  191a. 

Mene,  adj.  middle,  B  3.  m  9.  38;  mene 
vOiyle,  mean  while,  G  ia6a ;  of  middle 
sise,  T.  V.  806;  Mene,  adj,  pi.  inter- 
mediate, 7.  286. 

Mene,  a.  means,  way,  11.  36;  middle 
coune,  T.  i  68g]  instrument,  E  1671; 
mediator,  i.  125 ;  go-between,  T.  iiL  254 ; 
intermediuy,  I  990;  the  mean,  L.  165; 
pL  means,  instruments,  D  1484. 

Meneliohe,  a^j,  moderate,  B  i.  p  6.  in. 

Menen,  ffer,  to  say,  HF.  1104 ;  to  signify, 
B  39*1 ;  I  jw. «.  intend,  A  793;  Menestow, 
meanest  thou,  G  309;  Mente,  i  pt,  a, 
meant,  intended,  B  4614 ;  purposed,  18. 
50;  declared,  7. 160;  Ment,i3>|>.  intended, 
5.158. 

Mene-whyle,  mean  time,  D  1445. 

Mening,  a.  intent,  F  151. 

Menivere,  a.  xniniver,  a  fine  fkr,  B.  327. 

MenBtraloies,'pl.  mintrelsies,  HF.  1217. 

Mente,  pt,  t.  ci/ Menen. 

Mentes,  pi.  plants  of  mint,  R  731. 

Meroenarie,  a,  hireling,  A  514. 

Meroiable,  adj.  meroiAU,  B  1878,  3013. 

Mercy,  s.  i.  7 ;  (have)  mercy,  i.  36 ;  graunt 
merey^  much  thanks,  la  29. 

Mere,  a,  mare,  A  541 ;  Mare,  A  4055. 

Meridian,  adJ,  at  the  moment  of  south- 
ing, southern,  A.  pr.  93. 

Meridie,  a,  midday,  A.  ii  44.  48. 

Meridional,  adJ,  southern,  F  263. 

Merier,  adJ,  pleasanter,  sweeter,  B  2004, 
4041. 

Meritorie,  adj.  meritorious,  I  831, 

Merk,  a,  image,  F  88a 

Merken,  v,  brand,  B  i.  p  4.  139. 

Merlion,  a,  merlin,  small  hawk,  5.  339. 

Mermaydens,  sirens,  R  680,  68a. 

Mersahy,  adj.  marshy,  D  1710. 

Merveille,  a,  marvel,  B  3736. 

Merveillous,  adj.  marvellous,  B  1643. 

Mery,  adj.  merry,  gay,  R  580 ;  pleasant, 
A  335,  757;  pleasant  to  hear,  B  1186; 
Meriemen,  followers,  B  3039. 

Mes ;  ai  good  mea,  at  a  favourable  distance, 
so  as  to  have  a  fiiir  shot,  R  1453.  O.F. 
mea. 

Mascbannae,  a,  misfortune,  A  2009 ;  evil 
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oooorroixoA,  T.  i.  93 ;  a  miMxable  con- 
dition, B  5204. ;  tmfortimate  oonduot,  C 
80;  m  lack,  B  4^3 ;  ill  luck  (to  himX 
B  896;   tnth  m,,  with  a  mischief;  H 

193. 
Meeohief,  t.  misfortune,  A  493,  B  3513 ; 

txonble,  mishap,  A  3551 ;  tribolation,  H 

76. 
Maael,  a.  leper,  1 624.    O.F.  metO, 
Iffeselrie,  a.  leproey,  1 625. 
Message,   s.   {i\  message,    T.   iiL    401; 

errand,  B  1087;  (a)  messenger,  B  144; 

333- 

Messager,  t.  messenger,  A  1491. 

Messagerye,  «.  a  sending  of  messages 
(personifieaX  5.  aaS. 

Dffessanger,  «.  messenger,  HF.  1568. 

Masse,  &  mass,  B  1413. 

Messoage,  s.  dwelUngwhonse,  A  3979. 

Meste,  pL  most,  le.  highest  in  rank, 
greatest,  £  131 ;  at  t^  m.,  at  most,  T.  t. 
947. 

Master,  «.  service,  office,  oocnpation,  A 
134a    O.F.  metter ;  Lat.  miniMerium, 

Mesurable,  adj,  moderate,  A  435 ;  modest, 
I  936. 

Mesurably,  adv,  moderately,  B  3795. 

Mesure,  «.  moderation,  3.  881 ;  measnre, 
S)  356 ;  plan,  5. 305 ;  bym,^  not  too  much, 
3.  87a;  moderately,  R  543;  over  m., 
immeasurably,  5.  300 ;  out  if  m.,  im- 
moderately, B  3607 ;  vdthaute  m.,  beyond 
measure,  3.  633. 

Mesoriiig,  &  measure,  R.  1349. 

Met,  8.  measure  of  capacity,  I  799. 

Metamorphoaeos,  gm,  $.  (the  book)  of 
Metamorphosis ;  it  should  be  pL  IMo- 
morphoteon;  B93. 

Mete,  adj.  meet,  befitting,  3.  316 ;  fit,  L. 
1043  i  P^  meet,  A  3391. 

Mete,  «.  equal,  3.  48d 

Mete,  8.  meat,  food,  A  136,  1900;  meat, 
L.  1108;  repast,  T.  ii  14.63;  eating.  A 
137. 

Mete,  V.  meet,  L.  148;  find,  5.  698;  to 
meet  together,  B  1873;  Meteth,  jpr.  8, 
meets  (men  being  singular  =  OfM),  A 
1534 ;  liotte,pC  pi,  met,  £  390 ;  Metten, 
pt.  pL  HF.  337 ;  wA  met,  D  1443. 

Mete,  V.  dream,  T.  iii  1559,  ^^'  >39<^i  ▼•  M9i 
Met,  pr.  8,  5.  104,  105 ;  Mette,  i  pte,  $- 
95 ;  Me  mette,  i  pt  8.  r^  I  dreunt,  B. 
36 ;  j>^  s.  impen.  3. 376 ;  Met,  pp.  B  4445. 

Mete,  I  pr.  a.  (I)  measure,  A.  ii  41.  8. 

Metely,  adj.  well-proportioned,  U,  833. 

Meth,  8.  mead  (drinkX  A  3379^ 

Meting  (i),  s.  meeting,  L.  784. 

Metixig,  (3),  «.  dream,  3.  383. 


Mev«,  V.  move,  stir,  T.  i^  473;   to  hia. 

mevedf  urged  against  him,  I*.  344- 
Mewe,  8.  mew,  ie.  coop  wherein  fowli 

were  fbttened,  A  349 ;  properly,  a  ooof 

for    hawks   when   moulting,    F   643 

hiding-plaoe,  T.  iii  603. 
Mewet,  (kUl  mute,  T.  t.  194. 
Mezonae,  /or  Me  excuse,  ezeoae  myaeLf 

16.36. 
Meynee,  j:  honseh<dd,  B  1338 ;  eompaxiT. 

R   1305;   followers,  suite,  retinue,  re- 
tainers, household-servants,  B.  615, 6^ ; 

household,  menials,  A 1358 ;  army,  troop, 

B  3533;    assembly,  HF.   933;    Meinee, 

retinue,  I  437;  troop,  A  4381;    Meinj, 

crew,   L.  saoi.    OJF.  meieitee,  mountt. 

household. 
Meyntenaunce,  «.  demeanofur,  3.  834. 
Miohel,  adj.  much,  A.  ii.  33.  3% 
Mid,  adj.  middle,  3.  66ol 
Middel,  a.  waist,  R  1Q33. 
Midel,  adj.  neither  tall  nor  short,  7.  79. 
Mikel,  adj.  great,  7.  99 ;  much,  Ll  X175. 
Mile-wey ,  a.  a  space  of  ^,  which  answen 

to  twenty  minutes  of  time,  the  average 

time  for  walking  a  mile;   hence  the 

term,  A.  1.  7.  11. 
Milksop,  a.  a  piece  of  bread  sopped  in 

milk  ;  hence,  a  weak,  effeminate  man, 

B3ioa 
Milne-stones,  pi.  mill-stonea,  T.  ii.  13S4. 
Minde,    8.    remembrance,    T.    ii.    cxu: 

memory,  B  537;  <n  «k,  in  remenobranoe, 

F  109,  607. 
Ministoes,  pL  officers,  B  4333. 
Ministreth,  pr.  a.  administers,  governs, 

B  3.  m  6.  3. 
Minne,  imp.  a.  remember,  mention^  16. 4K. 
Minstraloye,    a    minstreky,    E     tji>: 

musical  instrument,  H  113;  aocuid  <c 

music,  F  368. 
Mintinge,  pree.  pt.  intending,  B  i.  m  3.  i 
Mixiole,  8.  wonder,  A  3675;  legend,  B 

1881 ;  pleyee  ct/m,,  miracle-plays,  D  55I 
Mirour,  a.  mirror,  R  567,  1585. 
Mizre,  a.  myrrh,  A  3938. 
Mixthe,  a.  pleasure,  amusement,  R  6i>i , 

Mirthe,  Sir,  Mirth  (personifiedy,  R  73.V 
Mirtheles,  adj.  sad,  5.  593. 
Mis,  adj.  wrong,  amiss,  T.  iv.  1348 ;  bail 

HF.  1975  ;  blfuiieworthy,  G  999^ 
Mis,  8.  wrong,  evil,  L.  366  ck 
Mis,  adv.  amiss,  wrtmgly,  T.  L  934. 
Mis,  I  pr.  8,  lack,  have  not,  6.  47. 
Misaoounted,    pp,   miscounted,    T.   v. 

1185. 
Misaanter  a  misadventuxe,  misfortune, 

T.  766^ 
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SCiBaventnre,  t.  znimdventara,  xniahap, 

B  6i6 ;  xnischieff  B.  422. 
Miaavyae,  i>r.  pL  r^  act  onadviBedly,  D 

330. 
Misbilere,  3.  snspioioii,  G  1213. 
Misbileved,  mfidels,  x.  146. 
lOsboden,  pp.  offered  (to  do  yoa)  evil, 

insulted,  A  909. 
MiBbom,  pp,  misbehaved,  B  3067  (lit. 

*  borne  amiss'). 
MiBoarie,  v.  go  amiss,  A  513. 
Misnhaanoe,  a.  ill  Inok,  B.  1548;  mis- 
chance, B.  251 ;  misfortune,  L.  1826 ;  to 

mischaunce^  Le.  to  the  devil,  T.  ii.  i22y 

V.  359 ;  how  m.,  how  the  mischief,  T.  iv. 

1362. 
Miaoheef,  a.  misfortnne,  L.  1278 ;  danger, 

4.  58 ;  harm,  B.  253. 
Misconoeyveth,  pr.  8.  misnnderstands, 

E  241a 
Misoonnting,  9.  frandnlent  reckoning,  B. 

196. 
Misdemeth,  pr.  a.  misgndges,  £  241a 
MiadeXMTteth,  pr.  s.  parts  or   divides 

amiss,  B  107. 
Miadoofh,  pr.  s.  ill-treats,  B  3112. 
Misdrawinges,  0,  pi.  way  of  drawing 

aside,  B  3.  p  12.  107. 
Miserioorde,  s.  (there  is)  mercy,  pity,  T. 

iii.^  1 177 ;  pity,  B  2608. 
Miserie,  s.  misery,  B  3167. 
Bfiseae,  t.  trouble,  I   806;   discomfort, 

I  177;  1>1  iiyuries,  B  i. p 4.  73- 
Misesed,  pp.  vexed,  I  806. 
ICiflfiUe,  pL  a.  mbj.  it  went  amiss  (with), 

A  2388. 
XCisf oryaf,  pi.  9.  misgave,  T.  iv.  1426. 
Misgoon,  pp.  gone  astray,  I  80. 
MisgOTemaunoe,  t.  misconduct,  B  3202. 
Mlagyed,  j>p.  misconducted,  B  3723. 
Mishap,  a.  ill  luck,  B  3435. 
Mishappe,  v.  meet  with  misfortune,  B 

2886 ;  pr.  §.  aubj.  (it)  may  happen  ill  for, 

A  16461 
Mishappy,  adj.  unhappy,  B  2758. 
Misknowinge,  a.  ignorance,  B  3.  m  11.  27. 
Mislay,  pt.  a.  lay  in  an  uncomfortable 

position,  A  3647. 
Misledden,  pt.pl.  misconducted,  T.  iv.  48. 
Misledinges,  pL  misguiding  ways,  B  3. 

p8.  2. 
Mislyketh,  pr.  a.  displeases,  L.  1293. 
Mislyved,  pp.  of  ill  Ufe,  treacherous,  T. 

iv.  33a 
Mismetre,  pr.  a.  aubj.  scan  amiss,  T.  v. 

1796. 
Mi9>sat,  pi.  a.  was  not  where  it  should 

be,  3.  941 ;  misbecame,  B.  1194. 

D 


I,  V.  fail,  I)  14x6 ;  draw  to  an  end,  5. 

40  \  pi.  a.  was  wanting  (to),  T.  iii  445 ; 

pp.  missing,  T.  iii  537. 
Mis-set,  pp.  misplaced,  3.  121a 
Missey  e,  i  pr.  a.  speak  amiss,  7.  317 ;  pr.  a. 

slanders,  I  379 ;  misaayd  or  do,  said  or 

done  wrong,  3.  528. 
Misspeke,  1  pr.  a.  aubj.  speak  wrongly,  A 

3»39. 

Mistaketh,  2  pr.  pi.  transgress,  trespass, 
B.  X540. 

Mister,  a.  trade,  handiorafb,  occupation, 
A  613 ;  need,  B.  1426 ;  Hester,  occupa- 
tion, A  1340 ;  what  m.  men,  men  of  what 
occupation,  what  sort  of  men,  A  171a 
SeeMester. 

Misterye,  a.  ministry,  profession,  I  895. 
From  Lat.  nUniaterium. 

Mistihede,  a.  mystery,  4.  224* 

Mis-torneth,  pr.  pi.  turn  aside,  B    3. 

P3.9- 
Mistyde,  v.  be  unlucky,  B  2886. 
Miswanderinge,    adj.    straying    (Lat. 

deuiua\  B  3.  p  2.  27. 
Miswent,  pp.  gone  amiss,  T.  i.  633. 
Mis-weyes,  a.  pi.  by-paths,  B  3.  m  xi.  3. 
Miteyn,  a.  mitten,  glove,  O  372. 
Mixen,  a.  dunghUl,  1 911. 
Mo  (m66),  adj.  more,  A.  pr.  27 ;  more  (in 

numberX  A  576,  849;  besides,  L.  917; 

others,  £  2113 ;  another,  £  1039  >  (others) 

besides,  E  2263;  many  others  besides, 

D  663 ;  tymea  mo,  at  other  times,  £  449 ; 

othere  mo,  others  besides,  G  looi ;  na  mo, 

no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Mo,  adv.  more,  any  longer,  T>  864 ;  never 

the  mo,  never  mo,  never,  D  691,  1099. 
Moohel,  adj.  great,  L.  1966 ;  much,  6  6x1. 
Moohel,  adv.  xnuoh,  B  3959. 
Moohel,  a.  sise,  3.  454*  861. 
Moder,  a.  mother,  B  276;  the  thickest 

plate  forming  the  principal  part  of  the 

astrolabe  (Lat.  mater  or  rotula),  A.  i.  3. 

X ;    Modres,  (fen,  B   1783 ;    Modres,  pL 

O93. 
Moeble,  adj.  moveable,  A.  1  21.  80. 
Moeble,   a.    moveable   goods,    personal 

property,  T.  iv.  X380,  X460 ;  pi.  G  54a 
Moedes,  a.  pL  moods,  strains  (of  music), 

B  2.  p  I.  50W 
Moevable,  adj.  fickle,  B  4.  m  5.  32 ;  aa  a. 

The  firste  m.,  the  'primum  mobile,'  A.  i. 

17.50. 
Moevabletee,  a.  mobility,  B  4.  p  6.  1261 
Moeve,  ger.  to  stir  up,  B  2218 ;  v.  move, 

I  133. 
Moevere,  a  mover,  A  3987. 
Moe-vinge,  a.  moving,  motion,  A.  pr.  99  ; 
d2 
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Fizste  xnoeTing,  the  *pzixnnm  mobile,* 
A,  i  17.  45. 

lloiste,  i>Z.  eapple,  A  457. 

Moiste,  adj.  as  s,  moisture,  B.  1564. 

Mokereres, «.  pi.  misen,  B  2.  p  5. 18. 

Mokre,  v.  hoArd  np,  T.  iii.  1375. 

Molestie,  9.  trouble,  B  3.  p  9.  105. 

MoUifloaoioon,  9.  Boft^iJjig,*a  854. 

Molte,  pp.  \  see  Melte. 

Monohie,  v.  munob,  T.  i.  914. 

Mone,  a.  moon,  A  2077;  ie.  i>08itioii  or 
*  quarter'  of  the  moon,  A  403;  Mone, 
gen.  B  1070 ;  Kones,  gm.  F  1154. 

Mone,  9.  moon,  oomplalnt,  A  1366,  F  920. 

Mone,  V,  r^.  to  lament,  T.  i  98. 

Monstre,  9.  prodigy,  F  1344 ;  pk  B  3302. 

Montaisne,  j:  mountain,  B  24. 

Mood,  9.  anger,  A  1760 ;  thought,  O  126. 

Moon,  9.  moan,  lamentation,  oomplalnt, 
L.  1169,  1799. 

Moome,  i  pr.  9.  mourn,  A  3704. 

Moominge,  9.  mourning,  plaint,  A  3706. 

Moot,  9.  pL  notes  on  a  bom,  3.  376. 

Moot,  I  pr.  9.  must,  shall,  B  1853 ;  pr.  9, 
must,  ought  to,  A  2$a ;  is  to  (go),  B  294 ; 
Mot,  I  pr.  9.  may,  4.  267 ;  must,  have 
to,  B  227 ;  Most,  2  in*,  a  B  104 ;  Mot, 
pr,  9.  must,  has  to,  L.  388,  1945;  Mote, 
2  pr.  pi.  may,  T.  ii.  402  ;  Moten,  must, 
L.  343  J  Mote  (or  Moot),  pr.  9.  9ubJ.  may, 
HF.  102 ;  L.  843 ;  is  sure  to,  ll  1632 ; 
Moot  (or  Mote)  I  goon,  may  I  still  go, 
may  I  still  retain  the  power  to  walk, 
F  777 ;  So  moot  (or  mote)  I  thee,  as 
I  may  thrive,  as  I  hope  to  thrive,  C 
309;  As  ever  mote  I,  A  832;  Foule 
moot  thee  falle,  ill  may  it  befiUI  thee, 
H  40 ;  Moot  (or  Mote)  thou,  mayst  thou, 
B  1626 ;  Moste,  i  pi.  9.  must  (go),  B  282 ; 
Moste,  pL  9.  must,  4.  250 ;  had  to,  B 
886 ;  ought  to  (be),  F  38 ;  was  made  to, 
B  3700 ;  Mosten,  pt.  pL  should,  L.  99 ; 
Moste,  pt.  9.  9ubj.  might,  L.  1573 ;  ii« 
mofte,  we  must  resolve  to,  Gh  946. 

Moral,  adj.  excellent  in  character,  T.  iv. 
1672. 

Moralitee,  a  moral  tale,  I  38;  moral 
writing,  I  io88w 

Mordre,  9.  murder,  B.  1136;  m,  toolou^ 
B4242. 

Mordre,  fftr.  to  murder,  kill,  L.  1536. 

Mordrer,  a  murderer,  5.  353,  612. 

Mor^zing,  a  murdering,  A  2001. 

More,  adj.f^reakier^  B  2396,  £  1231 ;  larger, 
HF.  500;  More  and  lesse,  all  alike, 
every  one,  B  959  ;  More  and  more,  HF. 
532;  toUh-outen  more^  without  fttzther 
trouble,  T.  iv.  133. 


More,  adv.  more,  I A  219;  in  a  greater 
degree,  B  3745.     f 

More,  9.  root,  T.  v.i  25.    A.a  mom. 

Mormal,  a  sore,  gafigrene,  A  386. 

Mome,  a  morning  ,>  wutrm  mUk^  morning- 
milk,  A  358,  3236. 

Morsel,  a  monnl,  bit,  A  128;  m.  breed, 
morsel  of  bread,  B  3624. 

Morter,  a  mortar,  9.  15 ;  a  metal  bowl  for 
holdixig  wax,  with  a  wick  for  bozxung. 
T.  iv.  1245. 

MortUye,  v,  kill;  used  of  prodncing 
change  by  chemical  action,  O  1431; 
pp.  deadened,  I  233. 

Mortreux,  pL  thickened  soups  or  pc4* 
tages,  A  384.  (Also  spelt  mortmoei; 
thus  9  is  for  a) 

Morwen,  a  morning,  morrow,  T.  ii.  15^5; 
Morwe,  L.  49,  108 ;  Core  part  of  a  da^, 
T.  iv.  1308 ;  hy  the  monos,  early  in  tlia 
morning,  A  334. 

Morweninge,  a  morning,  A 1062 ;  dawn- 
ing, 4.  26. 

Morwe-song,  a  morning-song,  A  85a 

Morwe-tyde,  a  morning-hour,  E  2225; 
M  tAs  m.,  in  the  momiug,  B  4206. 

Mosel,  a  muzsle,  A  2151. 

Most,  2  pt.  a  oughteet  (to),  8.  3;  Moste, 
pt.  a  must,  ought  (to),  A  3088;  most 
(go),  HF.  187 ;  had  to  go,  T.  v.  5 ;  was 
obliged  to,  T.  iii  540 ;  must,  might,  E 
2102 ;  jpt  9. 9ubj.  might,  L.  1594 ;  Mosten, 
pt  pi.  must,  might,  T.  ii.  1507 ;  could, 
HF.  2094. 

Moste,  adj.  tup.  greatest,  F  199;  chief, 
D  1041 ;  chiefest,  F  361. 

Mote  (0,  a  atom,  T.  liL  1603 ;  Motes,  pL 
specks  of  dust,  D  868. 

Mote  (3),  9.  motion  (Lat.  mottaX  A.  iL  44. 
22.  The  *mene  mote*  or  meait  motUM 
is  the  average  motion  of  a  planet  dur- 
ing a  given  period. 

Motre,  ger.  to  mutter,  T.  ii  541. 

Mottelee,  9.  motley  array,  A  27c. 

Motthes,  9.  pi.  moths,  B  2187. 

Mot^,  a  motive;  heino9  idea,  notion,  6 
628,  E  1491. 

Moulen,  v,  grow  mouldy,  B  32  ;  pp.  ^ 

3870. 
Mountanoe,  a  amount,  value,  qnantHr, 

A  1570;  amount  (of  time),  L.  307;  length, 

T.  ii  1707 ;  value,  H  255. 
Mourdaunt,  a  chape,  or  metal  tag.  at 

the  end  of  a  girdle,  B.  1094.     (Nut  *  iha 

tongue  of  a  buckle.') 
Moustre,  a  pattern,  3.  912. 
Moreresse,  9.  a  fomentress  of  quarrels, 

B.X49. 
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MowOf  A  grimaoe,  T.  iv.  7 ;  jpL  HF.  1806. 

Mowen,  o.  be  aUe;  mowm  shewen,  be- 
come evident,  B  5.  p  4. 163 ;  Mowen,  ger. 
to  have  power,  T.  iL  1594 ;  May,  i  pr,  & 
xuay,  B  89;  can,  B  231;  Ma^siow, 
zaayest  thoa,  A  191S;  Mowe,  i  pr.  pi 
can,  B  3939;  nuiy,  HF.  1735;  Mowen, 
3  pr.  pL  can,  19.  35;  Mowe,  2  pr.  pL 
may,  L.  92 ;  can,  3.  552 ;  Mowen,  pr.  pL 
are  able  to,  D  173a ;  Mowe,  pr.  pL  may, 
can,  A  3999;  Mowe,  ajpr.«.««6i.  mayeet, 

0  460 ;  Mighte,  pt  a.  might,  A  169,  &c  ; 

1  i>e.  a  M16/.  ooold,  E  638. 
Mowixkge,  a  ability,  B  4.  p  4. 32. 
Mowled,  pp,  decayed,  A  3870. 
Moyaoun,  a  crop,  growth,  B.  1677.    O.F. 

moiaon ;  Lat,  aoc  mauionem. 
Moyste,  o^/.  fresh,  new,  B  1954,  X)  315. 
Moyaty,  adj.  new  (applied  to  ale),  H  60. 
Musble,  a^J*  changeable,  T.  iii.  83a. 
Muchel,  a4j^  mn^  great,  A  335a;    a 

great  deal  of,  F  349 ;    fn  ao  m.,  in  bo 

much,  B  3644  ;  many,  G  673. 
Muchel,  adv.  greatly,  A  358;  much,  F 

1129. 
Mulier  eat  honUnia  eon^taU^  woman   is 

man's  confusion,  B  4354. 
Mullok,  a.  a  heap  of  refuse,  A  3873  ;  oon- 

iiised  heap  ot  materials,  G  938,  940^ 
Multiplioaoiotin,   a   multiplying,    Le. 

the  art  of  alchemy,  G  849. 
Multiplye,  v.  to  make  gold  and  silver  by 

the  arts  of  alchemy,  G  669. 
Munnnraoion,  a  mnrmnring,  I  499. 
Mtumxiringe,  a.  mormnr,  A  2432. 
Murthe,  a.  mirth,  joy,  B  1123. 
Mnrye,  adj.  merry,  A  1386. 
Muscle,  a  mnssel,  D  210a 
Muse,  a  mnse,  poetic  fiumlty,  16.  38. 
Muae,  ger.  to  consider,  T.  iiL  563 ;  pr.  a 

gases  into,  B.  159a ;  pp.  gaced,  B.  1645. 
MuBioe,  Music,  B  2.  p  i.  49. 
Mus^ke,  music,  5.  62  ;  Mnsik,  B  4483. 
Mnvre,  a  mew,  pen  (for  hawks),  cage, 

T.  i  381 ;    in  miMoe,  cooped  up,  T.  iv. 

496. 
Mnwe,  V.  change,  T.  ii.  1258. 
Myle,  a  mile,  HF.  1038;  J)fva  m.,  five 

miles,  G  555. 
Mynde,  a  dot  mind,  reooUeotion,  3.  15 ; 

ace  reason,  2.  34;  3.  511;   have  minde 

tijpon,  remember,  19.  26. 
Myne,  v.  undermine,  T.  ilL  767. 
K^nour,  a,  one  who  mines,  A  2465. 
Myrie,  adj.  merry,  A  1499. 
Myrie,  adv.  merrily,  A  3575, 
Myrier,  adv.  comp.  merrier,  B.  876. 
Mys,  !><.  mice,  B  a.  p  6.  37. 


Myte  (i),  a  mite,  thing  of  no  value,  A 
Myte  (2X  mite,  insect ;  pL  J)  56a 

K. 
N*,  for  ne,  not;   as  in  noehmfeth  for  ne 

aekeveth^  and  the  like. 
Na,  no  (Northern),  A  4175. 
Na  mo,  i.  e.  no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Kaoheveth,  Jbr  ne  aoheveth,  achieves 

not,  T.  V.  784. 
Nadde,  pt  a,  (for  ne  hadde),  had  not,  R. 

457. 
Naddre,  a  adder,  E  1786. 
Nadir,  a  the  i>oint  of  the  ecliptic  exactly     \ 

opxKMite  to  that  in  which  the  sun  is       I 

situate,  A.  ii.  6.  i ;  see  I  12.    . 
Nadstow,  apt.  a  haddest  thou  not,  didst 

thou  not,  A  4088. 
Naille,  ti»p.  a  3  jp.  let  it  nail,  let  it  fasten, 

£  1184. 
Naiteth,  pr.  a  refuses,  B  i.  m  t.  35. 
Nake,  2pr.pL  make  naked,  B  4.  m  7.  70 ; 

Naked,  pp.  aa  adj.  naked,  A  1956, 1  105 ; 

bare,  HF.  133 ;  destitute,  void,  weak,  G 

486 ;  simple,  plain,  A  pr.  30. 
Nakers,  pi.  kettle'4rnms,  A  251 1.    From 

Uie  Arabic 
Nale ;  atte  nole,  at  the  ale,  at  the  ale- 
house, D  1349. 
Nam,  {for  ne  amX  i  pr.  a.  am  not,  A 

1 122,  B  2710;  nam  but  deed^  am  only 

a  dcAdman,  3.  204. 
Nam,  pi.  a  took,  G  1297. 
Name,  a  good  name,  reputation,  L.  1812 ; 

title,  B  3.  p  6.  36. 
Namely,  adv.  especially,  A  1268,  2709. 
Namo  {for  na  mo),  no  more  in  number, 

A  xoi,  544;   none  other,  no  one  else, 

D957. 
Namore,  adv.  no  more,  A  98. 
Napoplezye,  for   Ne    apoplexye,    nor 

apoplexy,  B  4031. 
Nappeth,  pr.  a  naps,  slumbers,  nods, 

H9. 
Narette;  seeArette. 
Nart,  {for  ne  art),  art  not,  G  499. 
Narwe,  adj.  small,  B  40124  pi.  A  625; 

dose,  closely  drawn,  D  1803. 
Narwe,  adv.  narrowly,  closely,  A  3224; 

tightly,  L.  600 ;  carefblly,  £  1988. 
Nas,  {for  ne  was),  was  not,  A  251,  288 ; 

/  naa  but,  I  was  simply,  2.  21. 
Naasayeth,  for  ne  assayeth,  attempts 

not,  T.  V,  784. 
Nat,  adv.  not,  A  74;    Nat    but,    only, 

merely,  L.  1899 ;  quite,  L.  2091. 
Nat,  {for  ne  at),  nor  at,  B  290. 
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Nat  forfchy,  adv.  notwithntandiTig,  B  ai^ 
Natal,  <idj.  who  presides  cyver  nativities, 

T.  iii  15a 
Nath  {for  ne  hath),  pr.  s.  hath  not,  A 

NaUielaoa,  nevertheless,  A  35. 

Nature,  #.  nature,  A  11;  kind,  race,  5. 
615 ;  seed,  1 577. 

Naturel,  adj.  natoxal,  A  416.  A  'day 
natural '  is  a  period  of  24  hotizs. 

Naught,  adv.  not,  B  1701 ;  not  so,  G  269. 

Nave,  s.  nave  (of  a  wheel),  D  3366. 

Naxe,  ( (Jbr  ne  axe),  ask  not,  T.  v.  594. 

Nay,  adv,  nay,  no,  G  133^;  (oppomd  to 
yeaX  £  355 ;  (answers  a  direct  question), 
B  740 ;  Boreiy  not !  3.  1309 ;  at  a  nay, 
nntrath,  3.  147 ;  It  is  no  nay,  there  is 
no  denying  it,  B  1956. 

Nayte,  v.  withhold,  deny,  1 1013. 

Ne,  adv.  and  conj.  not,  A  70;  nor,  A 
179,  5a6 ;  fM  . . .  M,  neither  . .  .  nor,  A 
6q3  ;  (when  used  with  a  verb,  a  second 
negative  is  often  added). 

Nece,  8.  niece,  B  139a 

Neoeaaeden,  pi,  pL  compelled,  B  3. 
m9.  S. 

Neddre,  a  adder ;  pi.  L.  699. 

Nede,  a  need,  extremity,  B  103,  658, 
2360;  extremity,  diffiotdt  matter,  B 
3917 ;  peril,  B  3576 ;  at  nede^  at  need, 
I.  112;  for  nede,  if  needAil,  B.  1123; 
a  M  adj.  needAil,  A  304  ;  p^  matters  of 
business,  B  174,  1266 ;  necessities,  T.  ii 
954 ;  needs,  Q  178 ;  for  nedee,  for  vary 
need,  3.  laoi. 

Nede,  adv.  necessarily,  of  necessity,  B. 
1441,  1473. 

Nede,  v.  be  necessaiy,  B  871 ;  Kedeth, 
pr.  a  (it)  is  necessary,  (it)  needs,  A  462 ; 
what  n.,  what  is  the  need  of,  A  849 ; 
Nededd,  pL  9.  hnpere,  (there)  needed,  A 
4020,  4161 ;  us  flsdsd,  we  should  need, 
T.  iv.  1344. 

Nedely,  adv,  of  necessity,  necessarily, 
B4435. 

Nedea,  adv.  needs,  neoesMLrily,  of  neces- 
sity, L.  1298. 

Nedes-cost,  ado.  of  necessity,  A  1477, 
L.2697. 

Needly,  adv.  necessarily,  B  3.  p  9.  87. 
See  Nedely. 

Neen,  no  (Northern),  A  4185,  4187. 

Neer,  adv,  comp,  nearer,  A  839,  968 ;  nder 
and  neer,  A  4304 ;  a$  poe.  adv.  near,  A 
'439 !  J^  ^  neer^  far  or  near,  T.  i.  451. 

Neet,  pL  neat,  cattle,  A  597. 

NegaMye,  a  niggardliness,  xa  53. 

Neghen,  v.  draw  nigh,  L.  318. 


Neigh,  adj.  near,  nigh,  B  2558. 
Neigh,  adv.  nearly,  T.  i.  60. 
Neighebonr,  a  neighbour,  A  535. 
Neighen,  v.  draw  near,  T.  it  1555. 
Neither  nother,  (in)  neither  the  one 

nor  the  other,  B  5.  m  3.  53. 
Nekke-boon,  a  neck4>one,  B 1859 ;  i^eok, 

D  906 ;  nape  of  the  neck,  B  669. 
Nel,  I  pr.  $.  will  not,  T.  iL  726, 
Nempnen,  v.  name,  B  507. 
Nenvye,  f&r  ne  envye,  imp.  a  envy  not, 

T.  V.  1789. 
Ner,  adv.  camp,  nearer,  3.  888 ;  T.  L  44^ ; 

Nere,  3.  38 ;  ner  and  ner,  B  1710 ;    Ner 

the  les,  nevertheless,  4.  130. 
Nerootikea,  jpl.  narcotics,  A  1479. 
Nere  {for  ne  wereX  apt  s,  wast  not,  4. 

112;  pL  pL  were  not,  A  875,  D  1944: 

I  pL  a  Mubj.  should  not  (I)  be,  T.  iL  40Q; 

Nere,  pL  $.  tubj.  would  not  bei,  should 

not  be,  A  1129 ;  were  not,  B  39S4 ;  wen 

it  not,  B  132 ;  were  it  not  (for),  i.  24, 

i8a 
Nere,  adv.  nearer,  B.  1454. 
Nerf,  a  nerve,  L  e.  sinew,  T.  ii.  64a. 
Nesoapest  {for  Ne  escapestX  eeeapest 

not,  L.  2643. 
Neet,  9. 1)  1691 ;  vOkhed  assC,  L  a.  mau  id, 

or   Manny   (referring    to    Sir    Oliver 

Mauny),  B  3573  ;  pi.  HF.  1516. 
Net-herdes,  gen.  neat-herd*s,  B  2746). 
Nether,  adj.  lower,  A  3852. 
Netherest,  adj.  guperL  lowest,  i.e.  outer- 
most, A.  i  18.  7. 
Nevene,  v.  name,  G  821 ;  herd  hir  nam 

«.,  heard  (him)  name  her  name,  T. 

i.  876;  pr.  pL  9ubj.  may  mention,  G 

"473. 
Never,  adv.  never,  A  70;   n.  dide  hwl, 

never  did  aught  that  was  not,  4.  297: 

n.  the  neer,  none  the  nearer,  G  721. 
Neveradel,  adv.  not  a  bit,  C  6fjo. 
Never-mo,   adv.    never   oftener,  never 

(with  two  exceptions),  A.  ii.  31. 5;  never, 

3.  I  "5. 
Nevew,  a  nephew,  L.  1442;  grandson, 

Ii.  2659. 
Newe,  ado.  newly,    freshly,  afresh,  A 

365,  428 ;  cf  newe,  new,  fresh,  T.  ii  2n ; 

Newe  and  newe,  again  and  again,  T. 

lit  116;  continually,  C  929^ 
Newed,  pi.  a  had  something  fresh  in  it, 

3-906;  PP'  renewed,  B  3036. 
Newefangel,  adj.  fond  of  novelty,  F  618, 

H193. 
New-&ngelne8se,  afondnessfwnovelty, 

L.  154 ;  7  610. 
Newe-thought,  a  Inconstancy,  B.  982. 
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Ifexte,  a4j.  sup,  neazeit,  A  1413 ;  easiest, 
T.i  697. 

IS'ey,  adi,  nigh,  A.  li  3.  7& 

Xi'lgard,  cu^  niggardly,  B.  Z173. 

Kigard,  «.  miser,  niggsud,  B  4105. 

IQ'igardye,  a  miserliness,  B  136a. 

Ifighte,  jfier.  to  grow  dark,  become  night, 
T.  V.  515. 

Kighter-tale,  a. ;  &yn.,  in  the  night-time, 
A  97.  This  expression  seems  to  have 
resalted  from  a  confnsion  of  loeL  & 
naUar-Pdi^  in  the  dead  of  night,  with 
Icel.  naUar4al,  a  tale  or  number  of 
nights. 

Uight-spel,  t.  night-spell,  night-incan- 
tation, A  348a 

B'igromanoiens,  j:  pL  necromancers, 
I603. 

JSil,  ipr.a,  will  not,  3.  9a,  iia5i  will  (I) 
not,  shall  (I)  not,  T.  t.  40, 43, 44 ;  desire 
not,  dislike,  £  646 ;  Nille,  i  pr,  i.  will 
not,  G- 1463 ;  Nil,  pr,  s.  will  not,  B  97a ; 
will  not  (have),  3.  586 ;  will  (she)  not, 
3. 1 140 ;  Nilt,  ai>r.  a  wilt  not,  T.  iL  1034 ; 
Niltow,  thou  wilt  not,  T.  i.  793. 

ZTillinge,  a  refusing,  B  5.  p  a.  33. 

ITin,  for  Ne  in,  nor  in,  £  151 1,  F  35. 

ITis,  f[>r  «s  is,  is  not,  a.  77 ;  Ther  nis  no 
n&ore  but,  all  that  remains  is  that,  L. 

847. 
ITiste,  I  pL  8.  knew  not,  F  50a ;  pt  a 

knew  not,  A  3414,  4aa5. 
Hoble,  a  a  gold  coin,  A  3356 ;  pL  HF. 

«3i5.    (Worth  6a  M.) 
Nobledesit,  pta,  a  p.  ennobledest,  didst 

ennoble,  Q  4a  A  translation  of  Dante's 

IToblesae,  a  nobleness,  R  780;   noble 

cheer,  T.  t.  439 ;  nobility,  D  1167 ;  (title 

of  respect),  B  3956;   magniiioenoe,  B 

3438;    high  honour,  B  3ao8;   nobility, 

rank,  B.   1034;    worthy  behaviour,  B 

185,348. 
Nobiey,  $,  nobility,  dignity,  splendour, 

HF.    1416;   noble   rank,  T.  iy.    1670; 

aasemUy  of  nobles,  Q  449 ;  state,  F  77. 
TXafi/br  Ne  of),  nor  of,  D  571,  660. 
Noght,  adv,  not,  A  107;    by  no  means, 

in  no  respect,  A  iaa6 ;   Noght  but  for, 

only  because,  D  645. 
SToght,  a   nothing,  0   54a;    K.  worth, 

worth  nothing,  H  20a 
Ifoisen,  apr.  pL  cry  aloud,  B  3.  m  6.  10. 
ISfokked,  pp,  notched,  B.  94a. 
Nolde,  1  pL$,  would  not,  did  not  want, 

5.  90 ;    (I)  should  not  desire,  G-  1334 ; 

Koldest,  2  pL  $,  wonldst  not,  3.  48J ; 

Nddestow,  if  thoa  wouldst  not,  T.  iii. 


1364 ;    Molde,  pt.  t.  would  not,  1.  31 ; 

would  not  (have),  A  1024. 
Nombre,  $.  number,  A  716;    amount, 

sum,  A.  ii.  34.  5. 
Nombred,  pp.  counted  in,  T.  iii.  1369. 
Nomen,  pp.  taken,  T.  v.  514 ;  put,  B.  408 ; 

Nome,  pp.  L.   8aa,    1018,    1777.     I^.   of 

Nones,  for  the,  for  the  nonce,  for  the 
occasion,  for  this  occasion,  A  379,  533, 
545)  879 ;  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 
T.  i  561 ;  for  the  time,  T.  it  1381 ;  With 
the  nones,  on  the  condition,  HF.  3099, 
L.  154a  Originally  Jbr  t?ien  anea^  for 
the  once ;  where  then  is  the  dal  of  the 
def.  article  (A.  S.  0dm). 

Nonne,  a  nun,  A  118;  Nonnes  Freest, 
Nun*8  Priest,  B  4637. 

Nonnerye,  a  nunnery,  A  3946. 

Noon,  none,  no,  A  318,  449 ;  or  noon^  or 
not,  or  no,  D  3069. 

Noot^  I  pr.  a  know  not,  L.  3660 ;  Not,  L. 
193 ;  Nost,  knowGst  not,  3. 1137;  Nostow, 
thou  knowest  not,  HF.  loio ;  Noot,  pr.  a. 
knows  not,  C  384;  Not,  4.  314.  A.S. 
not. 

Korioe,  s.  nurse,  B  4305. 

Norioe,  v.  nourish,  foment,  B  3304  ;  pp. 
brought  up,  E  399, 

Norissing,  a  nutriment,  A  437 ;  growth, 
A  3017;  Norishinge,  bringing  up,  E 
1040;  pL  refections,  B  4<  P  61  38; 
sustenance,  B  i.  p  6.  93  (Lat.  fomitem). 

Noritnre,  a  nourishment,  T.  iv.  768. 

Nortelrye,  a  education,  A  3967. 

Northren,  northern,  A  1987. 

Korture,  a  instruction,  good  manners, 
R.179. 

Nory,  a  pupil  (lit.  foster-child),  B  3. 
p  II.  333  ;  Nony,  B  1.  p  3.  14. 

Nose^thirles,  pi.  nostrils,  A  557, 1  309. 

Koskinnes,  for  Noneskinnes,  of  no  kind, 
HF.  1794.  From  nonea^  gen.  of  fioon, 
none  ,*  and  kitmeaf  gen.  of  IHiu 

Nost,  Nostow,  Not ;  see  Noot 

Not  but,  only,  4.  i3i ;  T.  iii  163d. 

Nota,  i  e.  observe,  A.  ii.  36.  33. 

Notabilitee,  a  notable  fact,  B  4399. 

NotAble,  adS.  notorious,  remarkable,  B 
»87S. 

Notaries,  a, pi.  scribes,  I  797. 

Note,  s.  (i)  note  (in  music),  A  335,  B  1737; 
musical  note,  peal,  HF.  1730 ;  tune,  5. 
677 ;  by  fi.,  according  to  musical  notes, 
by  note,  B.  669 ;  in  concord,  all  at  once, 
T.  iv.  585. 

Note,  a  (3),  employment,  business,  task, 
job,  A  4068.    A.&  notu. 
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Notefbl,  adj.  xtaettH,  A.  pr.  ua 
Kotemuge,  t.  nutmeg,  B  1953. 
Notes,  «.  pL  nuts,  B.  136a 
Not-heed,  a.  crop-head,  a  head  with  hair 

cropped  short,  A  109. 
Nothar,  neither,  7. 253 ;  neither  (of  them), 

L.  193. 
ITothing,  adv.  in  no  respect,  in  no  degree, 

not  at  all,  A  2505 ;  J&r  n,,  by  no  means, 

D  1121. 

ITotifioaoioxis,  pL  hints,  B  5.  m  3.  33. 
Notifie,  pr.  pL  indicate,  I  43^]  PP*  P*^ 

claimed,  B  256. 
ITonohis,  a  pi  jewelled  ornaments,  jewels 

(properly,  setting  for  jewels),   clasps, 

HF.  1350 ;  Nowches,  E  JBj.    E.  ouch. 
Nought,  adv.  not,  T.  iL  575,  673 ;  not  at 

all,  3.  3 ;  B  aada. 
Nonmbre,  a  number,  3.  440. 
Notimbre,  v.  number,  3. 439 ;  pp,  counted 

in,  T.  iiL  1269. 
Noun^erteyn,  a  uncertainty,  i&  4^ ;  T. 

i-  337. 
ISToun-power,  a  mipotence,  B  3.  p  5.  aa. 
Konthe,  now,  T.  i  985;   a$  nouthe,  at 

present,  A  46a. 
Novelrye,  a  novelty,  T.  ii  756. 
Now,  adv.  now,  A  715  ;  for  noio,  for  the 

present,  7. 343 ;  now  and  now,  firom  time 

to  time,  occasionally,  F.  43a 
Nowches ;  see  Nouohis. 
Noyous,  04;.  troublesome,  HF.  574.  Short 

for  anoyoua 
Ny,  adj.  near,  B  2362 ;  Kye,  d^,  the  one 

who  is  near,  A  339a. 
Ny,  adv.  nigh,  nearly,  B  2735 ;  oi  ny  as, 

as  dose  to,  A  588 ;  IO0Z  «y,  almost,  A 

1330. 
Ny,  i»icp.  nigh,  B  550. 
Nyoe,  adj.  foolish,  B  37x3, 45^5 ;  ignorant, 

B.  1357 ;  foolish,  weak,  B  1083,  O  493 ; 

ludicrous,  A  3855  ;  acrupulous,  A  39iS. 
Nyoely,  adv.  foolishly,  T.  v.  1152. 
Nyoetee,  a  folly,  O  463 ;  simplicity,  A 

4046;    foolish  behaviour,  pleasure,  D 

413 ;  Bcrupulousneas,  T.  ii  1388. 
Nye ;  see  Ny. 
Nyfles,  pL  mockeries,  pretences,  D  176a 

Lit  'sniffings ' ;  O.F.  ni/ler,  to  sxufL 

O. 

O  (66),  one,  A  304,  363  ;  a  single,  B  5.  p  6. 
158 ;  one  and  the  same,  T.  ii.  37 ;  one 
continuous  and  uniform,  HF.  iioo.  See 
Oon. 

Obeisant,  adj.  obedient,  E  66, 1 364. 

Obeisaunoe,   $.   obedience,  E  34,  50a; 


obedient  act,  £  330 ;  obedient  &x«wel],i 

L.  3479 ;  in  your  a,  in  obedieoioe  to  yoc. 

2.  84 ;  uttio  her  a,  in  obedianoe  to  hpr, 

L.  ^7 ;  Obeisaunoes,  pL  acta  of  dntirj. 

attention,  L.  149 ;  observaae«8»  JL.  136& 

ObeisiBg,  adj,  yielding,  L.  1366. 

Objeote,  adj.  presented,  B  5.  p  5.  5. 

Obligaoioun,  a  bond,  15. 2 ;  Oblisacioimi» 

pi.  sureties,  B  3018. 
Oblige,  v.;  0.  to  yoii,  lay  an  obligatioQ  en 

you  (to  make  me),  T.  iy.  1414. 
Obsequies,  pL  funeral  rites,  A  993. 
I  Obaerraonoe,  a  respect,  A 1045 ;  bomsge. 
7.  318 ;  obsexrance,  Jj.  1608;  o«remon\. 
I      T.  ii  113 ;  heed,  I  747;  pL  enatomazy 
j      attentions,  F  956 ;  duties,  L.  1 5cx 
>  Obaenre,  «.  fikvoor,  B  x83i ;  pr.  sl  take* 
I      heed,  1 303. 
I  Oooasioim,  a  cause,  L.  994. 

Oooident,  a  west,  B  397. 
I  Oocidentale,  adj.  western,  A.  L  5.  9. 

Oocupye,  v,  take  up,  F  64  ;  pr.  s:  follow 
I      dose  upon,  T.  iv.  836 ;  dwells  in,  B  434; 
I      imp.  a  hold  to,  B  4.  p  7. 1^3. 
;  Ootogamye,  a  marrying  eight  times,  D 

I      ^* 

I  Of,  prtp,  otf  A  3,  ftc ;  Vy,  B^  1260;  eon- 

I      ceming,  about,  F  1179  ;  daring,  B  510; 

'      for,  13.  19 ;  off,  from,  3. 964 ;  on  aoeonnt 

I      of,  B  3308  ;  as  to,  as  regards,  in  respect 

of,  F  4^5 ;  as  to,  3.  9^;  upon,  5.  555: 
I      over,  B  3947 ;  with,  A  3055 ;  some,  A 
I       146 ;  et/  a  purpot,  on  purpose,  deliber- 
ately, B  3373  ;  cfal  my  Uf,  in  all  my  liie. 

5.  484 ;  of  grace,  by  his  fitvoor,  out  of 

his  favour,  £  178 ;  At/Kd  <^  fiUad  with. 

7.4* 
Of;  adv.  off,  away,  5.  494  ;  (come)  off.  T. 

iv.  1106 ;  off,  A  3676 ;  otMa  (tf,  be  quick, 

have  done,  A  3738. 
OfBsDsioun,  damage,  A  3416. 
Offertorie,  a  offertory,  A  710L 
Ofiioe,  a  office,  emploj^ment  of  a  eeeulsr 

character,  A  39a ;  employment,  B  3446; 

duty,  5.  336;  property,  D  1144  ;  place  of 

office,  D  1577;   wUh  o.,  by  the  use  of 

(Lat.  ojficio),  B  1.  p  x.  3 ;  Aomks  o/ol, 

servants'  offices,  E  364. 
Of-newe,   ado.   newly,  again,  R  x6n; 

lately,  £  938. 
Of-shoVre,  v.  repel  (lit  shove  offX  A 

3913. 
Of-taken,  pp,  taken  away,  B 1855. 
Ofte,  adj.  ^  many ;  Ofte  ^j^es,  oftsD- 

timea,  A  485 ;  Ofte  lyme,  often,  A  53 : 

l^mes  ofte,  £  3361 
Ofter,  adv,  comp.  oftener,  E.  315. 
Of  that,  091^^  because,  h.  815. 
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Of-thow«d,  jgtp.  thawed  away,  HF.  1143. 
Osbt,  a.  aught,  anything,  F  1469 ;  any- 
tliing  of  Ykbae,  Gt  1333 ;  <u  adv,  ought, 
at  all,  B  179a. 
Oghte ;  see  Owen. 

Oke,  Okes ;  see  Ook. 

OlifSaonts,  s,  pL  elephants,  B  3.  p  &  ^ 

Oliveres,  «.  pL  oUve-trees,  B.  1314 ;  olive- 
yards,  B32J6. 

Olyire,  t.  olive-tree,  5.  181. 

Oxnelies,  a.  pi,  homilieB,  1 1088. 

On,  prep,  on,  A  la ;  in,  F  921 ;  at,  T.  iii 
$2  ;  of,  T.  iiL  18 ;  as  regards,  £  1424 ; 
against,  T.  ii.  865;  towards,  4.  998; 
binding  on,  10.  43 ;  hir  on,  upon  her,  3. 
1217  ;  <m  eve,  in  the  evening,  £  12x4 ;  on 
rette,  at  rest,  F  379. 

On,  one ;  see  Oon. 

Onde,  3.  envy,  B.  148.    A.S.  anda, 

Oneden,  pL  pL  united,  1 193  >  1>P*  united, 
complete,  D  1968. 

Onea,  adv.  once,  B  588 ;  united  in  design, 
C  696 ;  at  onea,  at  once,  A  765. 

On-lofte,  adv.  aloft,  up  in  the  air,  in  the 
Bky,  5.  aQ3,  683 ;  ahove  groond,  £  229. 

On-lyve,  adv.  olive,  F  93a.    Lit.  *•  in  life.' 

Oo,  one ;  see  Oon. 

Ook,  a  oak,  A  1703;  Oke,  dot  3.  447; 
{coOecUvelyX  oaks,  B.  1384. 

Oon,  one,  B.  624  ;  always  the  same,  the 
same,  one  and  the  same,  B  2143 ;  united, 
agreed,  T.  ii.  1740;  alone,  nnwedded,  D 
66  ;  the  same,  ie.  of  small  consequence, 
3.  1295 ;  the  same  thing,  alike,  F  537 ; 
oon  the  fairewU,  one  of  the  fairest,  £ 
212 ;  in  oon,  in  the  same  state,  un* 
changeably;  ever  in  oon,  ever  alike, 
always  in  the  same  manner,  £  603 ; 
continually,  D  209 ;  oon  and  oon,  one  by 
one,  A  679 ;  aJUr  oon,  equally  good,  A 
341 ;  that  oon,  one  thing,  T.  iv.  1453 ; 
the  one,  G  666 ;  fnoity  oon,  many  a  one, 
A  317,  £  775 ;  fiUe  at  oon,  came  to  one 
agreement,  T.  iii.  565 ;  many  on,  many 
a  one,  D  680;  everich  on,  every  one,  B 
1 164  ;  Oo,  one,  G  307 ;  a  single,  B.  1336 ; 
one  and  the  same,  3.  1393. 
Ooned,  pp.  united,  B  4.  p  6.  81. 
Open-ers,  a  fruit  of  the  medlar,  A  3871. 
Open-heeded,  with  head  uncovered,  D 

645- 
Opie,  a  opixmi,  A  147a ;  Opie8,p2.  opiates, 

L.  267a 
Opned,  pp.  opened,  T.  iiL  469. 
Opposeu,  V.  oppose;   o.  me,  lay  to  my 

charge,  D  1597. 
Oppreaae,  v.  suppress,  la  60 ;  violate,  F 

14 IX ;  ger.  to  put  down,  0-  4. 

B 


Oppreaaionn,  a  oppreaaion,  wrong,  L. 
4592;  tyxanny,  la  19;  violation,  L. 
1868. 

Or,  eof^.  ere,  G  3x4. 

Or,  prep,  before,  B.  864. 

Or,  eoni*  or,  A  9x,  &0. ;  Or  .  .  .  or,  either 
...  or,  B.  361. 

Oratorie,  a  closet  for  prayers,  A  1905. 

Ordal,  a  ordeal,  T.  iiL  1046. 

Orde,  dot,  point,  L.  645.  A.S.  ord.  And 
see'Word. 

Ordenee,  adj.  well-ordered,  B  4.  p  i.  46. 

Orden^ly,  adv.  conformably,  in  order, 
B  4.  p  6.  313. 

Ordenonr,  a  ruler,  B  3.  p  la.  109. 

Ordeyned,  pp.  provided,  A  2553;  ap- 
pointed, F  177;  prepared,  G  1277; 
ordered,  I  336 ;  ( ■■  ordeynee),  19.  regu- 
lated, T.  L  892. 

Ordinaat,  adi.  orderly,  £  1284. 

Ordinafely,  adv.  methodically,  1 1045. 

Ordinaunoe,  a  arrangement,  A  3012 ; 
provision,  B  250 ;  orderly  arrangement, 
A  2567 ;  consideration,  18.  38 ;  order,  B 
2303;   resolve,  B  2238;    command,  10. 

44. 
Ordred,  pp.  as  adj.  ordained,  I  782. 
Ordnze,  a  filthiness,  I  841 ;  rubbiBh,  T. 

V.  385. 
Ore,  a  grace ;   ihyn  0.,  (I  pray  for)  thy 

grace,  A  3726.    A.S.  dr. 
Ore,  a  ore  (of  metal),  J>  1064.    A.S.  Or. 
Ores,  a.  pi.  ocurs,  L.  2308. 
Orfirayv,  a.  gold  embroidery,  gold  braid, 

fringe  with  golden  threads,  B.  462,  869, 

1076.    A.F.  orJMa,  O.F.  orJYoia. 
Organs,  a.pL  *oxgans,'  the  old  equivalent 

of  organ,  G  134. 
Orgon,  pL  at  sing,  organ  (Lat.  orufand),  B 

4041. 
Orient,  a  east,  A  1494. 
Oriental,  adj.  eastern ;  (hence)  of  superior 

quality,  Li  221. 
Orisonte,  a  horiaon,  T.  v.  276. 
Oriaoun,  a.  prayer,  A  2372, 
Orixon  rectum,  or  right  horiaon,  A.  ii.  26. 

35.    This  means  the  horiaon   of  any 

place  situate  on  the  equator,  which 

could  be  represented  by  a  atraight  line 

upon  a  disc  of  the  astrolabe. 
Orloge,  a  clock,  5.  350 ;  B  4044. 
Orphelin,  adj.  orphaned,  B  2.  p  3.  33. 
Orpimeni,  a  orpiment,  G  759,  774,  823. 

^Orpiment,     tiisulphide    of    arsenic'; 

Webster. 
Ontacupum,  L  e.  horoscope,  A.  iL  3.  rubric 
Oaanne,  L  e.  Hosannah,  B  642. 
Oat,  a.  boat,  army,  L.  1906. 
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Ostelmenta,  a,  pi,  ftuniture,  household 
goodB,  B  a.  p  5.  135.  (L.  aupeOscUHa.) 
Gt.F.aum. 

Ostesse,  a,  hostew,  B  4.  m  3.  23. 

Otes,  a.  pL  (of)  oats,  D  1963. 

Other,  adj.  second,  B.  953, 976;  the  other, 
A  437;  iohat  0.,  what  dse,  T.  i  799; 
that  o.,  the  other,  F  496 ;  Other,  pL 
others,  B.  1304;  Othere,  piL  other,  A 
794  ;  others,  HF.  a  151 ;  gen.  pk  others', 
HF.  J 153 ;  Otheres,  gen.  ting,  each  other's 
(lit.  of  the  other),  C  47^ 

Other,  oonj.  or,  3. 810 ;  Other . .  or,  either 
.  .  or,  O  1149. 

Other-whyle,  ado,  sometimee,  B  a.  p  1. 
120, 

Ouohe,  $.  noaoh,  olasp,  D  743.  See  TSfaur 
ohis. 

Ought,  9.  anything,  3.  459 ;  aeadv,  at  all, 
T.  it  a68 ;  in  ought  that^  in  as  fleur  as,  T. 
iiL  i^i. 

Oughtestow,  ooghtest  thon,  L^  1957. 

Oole,  j:  owl,  D  1081. 

Oules,  pi.  awls;  spiked  irons  for  tor- 
menting men,  D  173a    A.S.  aiweL 

Ounces,  !>{.  small  portions,  A  677 ;  ounces, 
O756. 

Ounded,  pp.  wavy,  T.  iv.  73d. 

Oundinge,  $.  adornment  with  waved 
lines,  1 417. 

Oundy,  adj.  wavy,  HF.  1386.    F.  ondA 

Out,  adv.  oat,  A  45,  &c. ;  ueed  J&r  come 
out,  HF.  ai39 »  go  ^^^  T.  iv.  aio ;  fWly, 
T.  iii  417 ;  mordre  wil  otUj  murder  will 
out,  B  17^ ;  Out  and  out,  entirely,  T.  ii. 
739, 

Out,  intery.  alas  I  A  3835 ;  Out !  harrow ! 

B4570. 
Out  of,  prep,  without,  0  157 ;  out  of,  A 

Out-breke,  v,  break  out,  break  silence, 
2. 12, 

Out-breste,  v.  burst  out,  T.  iv.  337. 

Out-brlnge,  v.  utter,  L.  1835. 

Outcast,  pp.  cast  out,  T.  v.  615. 

Out-caughte,  pt.  e.  drew  out,  B  1861. 

Out-dxawe,  i>p.  drawn  out,  T.  iv.  1226. 

Oute,  adv.  away,  T.  v.  553;  out,  ie. 
uttered,  D  977. 

Outen,  V.  put  out,  utter,  exhibit,  O  834  ; 
utter,  E  3438 ;  Oute,  i  pr.  a.  utter,  offer, 
D  531.    AS.  QHan. 

Outereste,  adj.  euperi,  uttermost,  far- 
thest, B  3.  m  6.  17. 

Outerly,  adv.  utterly,  entirely,  E  335. 

Outfleyinge,  «.  flying  out,  HF.  1533. 

Out-hees,  a.  ontcxy,  hue  and  cry,  alarm, 

A  30X3. 


Outher,  eo^j.  either,  B.  230, 
Outherwhyle,  adv,  sometimes,  B  27-.% 

Outlandish,  adj.  foreign,  9.  22. 
Outrage,  a  excess  {luxu\.B  a.  m  5.  5: 

cruelty,  ixgustice,  A  aoi3. 
Outrageous,  adj.  excessive,  B  3180 ;  im- 
moderate, I  743 ;  violent,  rampant,  S. 

174  ;  excessive^  bold,  B.  1357. 
Outrageously,  adv.  exoeesivdiy,  A  399! 
Outrance,  a  great  hurt,  excessive  injuxv. 

34.  26, 
Outraye,  v.  lose  temper,  E  643.    O.F. 

outreer,  to  surpass. 
Outrely,  adj.  utterly,  B4419 ;  entirelf.  B 

^943i  307'  I  decidedly,  B  3310L 
Out-ringe,  v,  ring  out,  T.  iii  1337. 
Out-rood,  pt.  a  rode  out,  T.  v.  604. 
Out-rydere,  a  rider  abroad,  A  166.    The 

name  of  a  monk  who  rode  to  inspect 

granges,  ko. 
Out-springe,  v,  come  to  light,  T.  L  745 : 

Out-sprong,  pL  $.  spread  abroad.  Cm. 
Out-sterte,  pt.  pL  started  out,  B  4337. 
Out-straughte,  pt  a  stretched  out,  B. 

1515. 
Out-taken,  pp.  excepted,  B  377. 
Out-twyne,  2  pr.  pL  twist  out,  utter, 

12.  II.  

Out-wende,  v.  proceed,  HF.  1645. 
Over,  prep,  above,  R.  1475 ;   beyond.  It 

1661 ;  besides,  F  137 ;  Over  hir  might. 

to  excess,  0  468. 
Over,  adj.  upper,  A  133 ;  Overeat,  miperi 

npx>ermo8t,  A  390. 
Over-al^  adv.  everywhere,  A    316,  S4<^ 

1207 ;  m  all  directions,  T.  1  938 ;  on  all 

sides,  D  364;    in  every  way,  E  aisc: 

throughout,  E  1048;  Over  al  and  al, 

beyond  every  other,  3.  1003. 
Over-blowe,  pp.  past,  I*.  1387. 
Overoaste,  v.  overcast,  sadden,  A  1536- 
Overoomer,  a  conqueror,  B  i.  m  3/15. 
Overdoon,  pp.  carried  to  exoeea,  O  645 
Over-gilt,  adj.  worked  over  with  gi^l 

B.873. 
Over-goon,  v,  pass  away,  T.  L  846 ;  orer- 

spread,  B  3.  p  7.  43. 
Overkenreth,  pr.  a  cuts  across,  crooei. 

A.  L  31.  9a 
Overlad,  pp.  put  upon,  B  3101.     lit  Ud 

over. 
Overlade,  v.  overload,  L.  631. 
Overlight,  adj.  too  feeble,  B  4.  m  3. 34- 
Over-loked,  pp.  perused,  3.  333. 
Overlyeth,  pr.  a  lies  upon,  I  575. 
Over-passeth,  pr.  a,  surpoasea,  B  5.  r ' 
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Orer-raughte,  pL  a,  reached  over,  hence, 
turged  on,  T.  t.  ioiS. 

Over-ahakef  pp.  shaken  off,  5.  681. 

Overahote,  pp, ;  Aa<i  overtftoea  hem,  had 
over-ran  the  soent,  3.  383. 

Over-skipte,  t  pL  $,  skipped  over, 
omitted,  3.  1908. 

Orersloppe,  e,  nppei^^arment,  G  633, 
Gf.  loel.  yjhrdoppr,  an  upper  gaxment. 
See  Sloppes. 

Overaprede,  v.  spread  over,  ooyer,  E 
1799  i  Oveivsprat,  pr,  s,  over«preadeth, 
T.  ii.  767 ;  Overspndde,  pt.  «.  covered, 
A  2871. 

OverspriiiAe,  pr.  a  eubfj,  overpass,  F 
10601. 

Overtake,  v.  overtake,  attain  to,  G  68a ; 
Overtook,  ipt  a  caught  up,  3.  36a 

Overte,  04/.  open,  HF.  718. 

Overkhrowe,  v,  be  overtozned,  he  rained, 
HP.  164a 

Over^tbrowinge,  adj.  overwhehning,  B 
X.  m  a.  3;  headlong  (Lat.  praedpiii), 
B  a.  m  7. 1 ;  headstrong  (Lat.  praedpiU), 
B  I.  m  6.  a5 ;  revolving,  B  3.  m  xa.  43. 

Overthrowinge,  a  fallhig  down,  B  a755 ; 
pi.  destruction  (Lat.  minie),  B  a.  m  4. 17. 

Overtbwart,  adv.  across,  A  1991;  op- 
posite, T.  ill  685 ;  askance,  B.  a^. 

Overfeyzneliohe,  adv.  untixnely,  B  i.  xn 
I.  18. 

Over-whelveth,  pr.  a  overturns,  turns 
over,  agitates,  B  a.  xn  3.  17. 

Owen,  V.  owe,  own,  possess;  Oweth, 
pr.  $.  owns,  possesses,  C  361 ;  Oweth, 
pr.  a.  n^  it  is  incumbent  (on  him), 
L.  360  a ;  Oghte,  1  pL  e.  ought,  4.  ai6 ; 
Oughtestow,  a  pt  a  onghtest  thou,  T. 
v.  545 ;  Ll  1957 ;  Oghte,  pt.  a  impera.  it 
were  necessary,  B  ai88 ;  him  oghte,  he 
ought,  L.  377 ;  it  became  him,  B  1097 ; 
Mr  oghte^  became  her,  E  xiao ;  us  oghte, 
it  behoved  us,  we  ought,  i.  119;  hem 
oghte,  they  ought,  G  1340;  t<s  oghte 
(subj.),  it  should  behove  us,  we  ought, 
E  1150;  Oghte,  pt  a  owed,  L.  589; 
ought,  A  505 ;  Owed,  pp.  due,  B  4.  p 
5.  18. 

Owene,  04/.  d^.  own,  C  834  :  myn  owene 
iconum,  independent,  T.  iu  750;  hie 
owne  hand,  with  his  own  hand,  A  36a4. 

Owh,  inUrj.  alas,  B  i.  p  6.  as. 

Owher,  ado.  anywhere,  A  6$^. 

Oxe,  a  OK,  0  354 ;  Ozes,  gen.  £  107 ;  Oxen, 

jpZ.  A887. 
Oxe-stalle,  a  ox-stall,  E  398. 
Oynement,  a  ointment,  unguent,  A  631. 
Oynons,  pL  onions,  A  634. 

I) 


P. 

Faas,  9.  pace,  step,  L.  ^84 ;  ^ooii  a  paae, 
go  at  a  footpaoe,  O  866. 

Pace,  V.  pass,  go,  A  i6oa ;  pass,  T.  i.  371 ; 
go  away,  15.  9 ;  pass  away,  A  X75  j  sur- 
pass, go  b^nd,  T.  ill  laTa ;  walk,  T.  v. 
1791 ;  overstep,  HF.  39a ;  come,  HF. 
7ao ;  p.  of,  pass  over,  T.  ii  X568 ;  ofthie 
thing  top.,  to  pass  this  over  in  review, 
HF.  a39 ;  to  pace  of,  to  pass  from,  B 
ao5 ;  ipr.  a  pass  over  (it),  go  on,  HF. 
1355;  proceed,  go  on,  A  36;  x  pr.  a 
eubj.  depart,  F  494 ;  a  pr,  a  eubj.  go, 
Dpxi. 

Faillet,  a  pallet,  T.  iil  aa9. 

Faire,  a  pair,  A  473;  set,  A  159;  ae  pi. 
paizs,  5.  838.  (i\i<r,  in  the  sense  of 
*  set,'  is  applied  to  many  things  of  the 
same  kind  and  sise.) 

Faisible,  adj.  peaceable,  9^  i. 

Fftlaaye,  a  palsy,  &.  X098. 

Pale,  a  perpendicular  stripe,  3F.  184a 

Palestral,  adj.  athletic,  pertaining  to 
wrestling,  T.  v.  304. 

Paleth,  pr.  a  renders  pale,  B  a.  m  3.  3. 

Paleya-,  or  Paleis  •  ohaumbres,  pL 
palace-chambers,  9.  4X. 

PaleTS-gaidyn,  palace-garden,  T.  it  508. 

Paleys-ward,  to,  toward  the  palace,  T. 
ii  xa52. 

Paleys-yates,  pL  gates  of  the  palace, 
4.8a. 

Palinge,  a  adorning  with  (heraldic) 
pales,  or  upright  stripes,  I  4x7. 

Palis,  a  palisade,  stockade,  B  i.  p  6.  41 ; 
paling,  rampart,  B  x.  p  3.  86.  O.F. 
paUa,  paleU, 

Palled,  pp.  pale,  languid,  H  55. 

Pan,  s.  brain-pan,  skull,  A  1165. 

Panade,  a  kind  of  knife,  A  3939,  396a' 

Panier,  a  pannier,  E  1568;  p/L  baskets 
for  bread,  HF.  X939. 

Panne,  a  pan,  A  3944. 

Panter,  $,  bag-net  for  birds,  L.  13X ;  j>2. 
nets,  B.  i6ai.    O.  F.  pamtiere, 

Pap^Jay,  a  popinjay,  B  1559, 1957,  E  a^a  ; 
applied  in  England  to  the  green  wood- 
pecker {QecUnu  vMdie). 

Paper,  a  aocoxmt-book,  A  4404. 

Paper-whyt,  adj,  white  as  paper,  L. 
X198. 

Papingay,  a  popinjay,  B.  8x.  See  Pape- 
Jay. 

Par  amour;  see  Paramour. 

Par  caa,  by  chance,  C  885. 

Par  eompamye,  for  company,  A  3839,  4167.. 

Paradys,  a  paradise,  B.  443. 
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Parage,  «.  kindred,  lurUi,  D  2501  zank, 
D  iiio. 

Paraments,  pL  mantlfus  splendid  cloth- 
ing, A  3501.    See  Parements. 

Paramour,  (for  par  amour\  adv.  for  lore, 
B  3033;  longingly,  B  1933;  with  devo- 
tion, A  1 155;  Paramours,  pasaionateJy, 
T.  Y.  333;  A  aiza;  with  exceaaive 
devotion,  L.  260  a ;  by  way  of  pamkmate 
love,  T.  V.  158 ;  Jbr  p.,  for  the  sake  of 
passion,  E 1490]  for  paranuwra,  for  love's 
sake,  A  3354. 

Paramour,  a  (i)  concubine,  wench,  D 
454 ;  pi.  A  3756 ;  lovers,  paramours,  T. 
it  336;  Paramour  (2),  love-making,  A 
437a. 

Paraunter,  perhaps,  L.  361. 

Paraventure,  peradventure,  perhaps,  F 

955. 
Parcel,  t.  part,  F  85a ;  small  part,  a.  106. 
Parchemin,  §,  parchment,  B  5.  m  4.  14. 
Pardee,  (F.  par  Dieu\  a  common  oath, 

A  563,  3084  J  Fardieuz,  T.  i- 197. 
Pardoner,  a  seller  of  indulgences,  A 

543i  C  31^. 
Paregal,  a^f.  faUj  equal,  T.  v.  840. 
Paremente,  a  pL  rich  hangings  or  oma^ 

ments,  (applied  to  a  chamber),  L.  1106 ; 

F  269.    See  Paraments. 
Parentele,  a  kinship,  I  908. 
Parfey,  by  my  fSedth,  in  faith,  HF.  938. 
Parfit,  adj.  perfect,  A  7a,  43a. 
Parfitly,  adv.  perfectly,  B.  771 ;  wholly, 

B  3381. 
Parfoume,  v.  perform,  B  3402;    Par^ 

foume,  ger.  to  fulfil,  B  3137;  p.  up, 

complete,  D  aa6i. 
Parfouminge,  s.  performance,  I  807. 
Pariashena,  pL  parishioners,  A  48a; 
Paritorie,  a  pellitory,  Parietaria  q/^lei- 

nalia,  G  581. 
Parlement,  a  (i)  deliberation,  decision 

due  to  consultation,  A  1306;  (a)  par- 
liament,   T.   iv.   143;    p,    of  Bridde$y 

Parliament  of  Birds,  I  iu86. 
Parodie,  a  period,  duration,  T.  v.  1548. 

(A  curious  conAiaion   of  parddie   (so 

pronounced)  with  period.) 
Parsoneres,  a  pL  partners,  partakers, 

B  5.  p  5.  loi. 
Parten,  «.  share,  T.  i.  589;   ger.  To  p. 

with,  participate  in,  L.  465;    i  pr.  9. 

part,  depart,  T.  L  5;  Parteth,  pr.  a 

departs,  L.  359 ;  Parted,  pp.  dispersed, 

T.  i  960;  gone  away,  taken  away,  I4. 

ma 
Parteners,  a  pi,  partners,  partakers,  I 

968. 


Parting-tolawes,  a  pi  feUow-partskenL 
1 637. 

Part-lea,  adj.  without  his  share,  B  4.  p  «. 
44- 

Partrich,  a  partridge,  A  349. 

Party,  ado.  partly,  A  1053. 

Partye,  a  portion,  A  3008 ;  partial  um- 
pire, taker  of  a  side,  A  3657 1  portiaB, 
T.  ii394. 

Parvys,  a  church-porch,  A  310W 

Pas,  a  pace,  B  399;  step,  D  ai6a;  dis- 
tance, B.  535 ;  foot-pace,  A  825 ;  grad^. 
degree,  4«  i34 ;  ffwde,  I  53a ;  pnaDSgr. 
B  a635 ;  ajpot,  at  a  footpace,  T.  iL  627. 
V.  60;  F  388 ;  j»2.  paces,  yarde,  A  1890: 
UuMuandpaey  a  mile,  B  i.  p  4.  270^ 

Passage,  a  period,  K.  4x36. 

Passant,  prea.  pi.  at  adj.  snrpaaBmg,  A 
ai07. 

PMsen,  ger,  to  surpass,  exceed,  conquer. 
A  3089 ;  overcome,  L.  i6a ;  outdo,  G 
857 ;  pr,  a  passes  away,  F  404 ;  Past*, 
pt  a  passed,  T.  iL  €{^;  pcweed  by,  T 
ii.  398;  Passing,  pree.  p€.  aorpasain^, 
A  28Ss'y  pp.  past-,  spent,  E  610;  sur- 
passed, 7.  8a;  passed  by,  5.  81;  over- 
blown, gone  off,  B.  168a. 

Passing,  o^i*  excellent,  F  939  ;  extareme, 
£iaa5. 

Paasioun,  s.  suffering,  B  1175;  paasioa. 
I.  i6a;  passive  feeling,  imprfwiinn,  B 
5.  m  4.  5a. 

Pastee,  a  pasty,  A  4546. 

Patrixnoine,  a  patiimcmy,  I  790. 

Patroun,  a.  patron,  4.  a75 ;  protector,  7. 
4 ;  pattern,  3.  91a 

Pawmes,  pL  palms  (of  the  handX  T.  lii 
1114. 

Paz,  a  the  ^  osculatorium,'  or  *  paxlxrede,' 
a  disk  of  metal  or  other  substance,  oa^ 
at  Mass  for  the  *  kiss  of  peace,"  I  407. 

Pay,  a  pleasure,  5.  371 ;  mora  to  pag,  » 
as  to  give  nuuce  satisfaction,  5.  474. 

Paye,  v,  pay,  A  806;  j»<.  &  A  539:  jf> 
satisfied,  pleased,  9^  3 ;  kalde  her  paifd, 
think  herself  satisfied,  3.  469. 

Payen,  adj.  pagan,  A  a37a 

Pay  ens,  a  pL  pagans,  L.  786). 

Payndemayn,  a  bread  of  a  peculiar 
whiteness,  B  1915.  LaL  panis  Domai- 
cue, 

Payne,  a.  pain;  dida  Jua  jMiyne,  tock 
pains,  F  73a 

Payre,  a  apair,  B,  1386 ;  Pairs,  pL  pam, 
B,  1698. 

Peoe,  a  piece,  5.  149;  pk  pieces,  T.  L  833. 

Peohea,  pi.  peaches,  B.  1374, 

Peook,  a  peacock,  5. 356. 
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7eook-arwe«,  pL  arrows  with  peacocks' 

feathen,  A  104. 
3*eotLnial,  adj.  pecnniaiy,  D  1314. 
^^ees,  «.  peace,  A  53a,   1447;   in  p.,  in 

silence,  B  028. 
fees,  peace !  hush !  be  still !  B  83d 
IPekke,  $,  peck  (quarter  of  a  biishel),  A 

4010. 
Pekke,  imp,  3.  peck,  pick,  B  4157. 
Pel,  a.  peel,  small  castle,  HF.  131a    O.F. 

pel ;  from  Lat.  ace  p(Uwn. 
Pelet,  8.  pellet,  stone  cannon-ball,  HF. 

1643. 
Penaimt,  «.  a  penitent,  one  who  does 

penance,  B  3154. 
Penoel  (i),  s.  pencil,  bmsh,  A  20491 
Penoel  (2),  9.  small  banner,  sleeve  worn 

as  a  token,  T.  v.  1043.  Short  for  penoncd. 
P6iiible,  oc^.  painstaking,  B  3490;  Peni- 

ble,  careftd  to  please,  £  714 ;  Penyble, 

inured,  D  1846^ 
Penitaunoer,  a  confessor  who  assigns  a 

penance,  1 1008. 
Penitence,  &  penance,  I  loi,  126. 
Penne,  &  pen,  quill,  L.  2357. 
Penner,  s.  pen-case,  E  1879. 
Penonn,  s.  pennon,  ensign  or  small  flag 

borne  at  the  end  of  a  Lmce,  A  978. 
Pens ;  see  Feny. 
Peny,  &  penny,  B.  451 ;  money,  A  4119; 

Penyes,  pL  pence,  B.   189;    Pens,  pL 

pence,  C  376^ 
Per  cat,  by  chance,  L.  1967. 
Per  consequent^  oonseqaently,  D  2192. 
Peraventore,  adv.  perhaps,  HF.  304 ;  C 

935. 

Peroen,  r.  pierce,  B  2014 ;  pr.  f.  pierces 
with  his  gaze,  5.  331. 

Perche,  «.  i)erch  (for  birds  to  rest  on), 
A  2204 ;  wooden  Imut,  B.  225 ;  a  horisontal 
rod,  A.  ii.  23.  44.     Lat.  pertica. 

Percinge,  «. ;  for  percinge  =  to  prevent 
any  piercing,  B  2052. 

Perdnrable,  adj.  everlasting,  eternal, 
B  2699 ;  Perdorables,  a^.  pL  everlast- 
ing, I  811. 

Perdtirabletee,.«.  immortalily,  B  2.  p  7. 

63,  K>3. 
Pere,  «.  peer,  eqnal,  B  3244,  F  6yS. 
Peregryn,  adj.  peregrine,  Le.  foreign, 
«    F428. 
Pere-Jonette,   s.  a  kind   of  early-ripe 

pear,  A  3248. 
Peres,  i>l.  pears,  B.  1375,  B  2331. 
Perflt,  adj.  complete,  A.  i  18.  4. 
Perfltly,  adv.  perfectly,  A.  pr.  ai. 
Perfonrne,  ger.  to  perform,  B  2256;  be 

eqiuvalent  to,  A.  ii  xo.  16. 


Feiil,  t.  B  3672 ;  in  p.,  in  danger,  4.  108 ; 

tipon  my  p.^  (I  say  it)  at  my  poril,  D 

561. 
Ferisse,  v.  perish,  1 254. 
Ferle,  s.  pearl,  L.  221.  . 
Ferled,  pp.  fitted  with  pearl-like  drops, 

A  3251. 
Ferree,    f.   jewellery,    preoions    stones, 

gems,  B  3495,  355a 
Ferris,  s.  jewellery,  A  2936 ;  Perrie,  HF. 

1393- 
Fers,  a4J.  of  Persian    dye,    light-blue, 

E.67. 
Fers,  «.  stuff  of  a  sky-blue  colour,  A  439, 

617. 
Fers^rerannce,  s.  endurance,  T.  i.  44 ; 

constancy,  3.  1007. 
Fers^vere,  v.  continue,  D   148;  pr.  ,\ 

lasts,  C  497. 
Fers^Teringe,  9.  perseverance,  G  117. 
Fersly,  s.  pardey,  A  435CX 
PeT86ne,  a  person,  figure,  T.  ii.   701 ; 

Ptesoun,  parson,  A  478. 
Fert,  adj.  forward,  frisky,  A  395a.    Short 

for  apert, 
Fertinaoie,  9.  pertinaciousness,  I  391. 
Fertinent,  adj.  fitting,  B  2204. 
Fertonrbe,  ger.  to  perturb,  T.  iv.  561. 
Pertnrbaoionn,  ».  trouble,  B  1.  p  i.  98. 
Pertnrblnge,  s.  perturbation,  D  2254. 
Fervenke,  &  periwinkle,  B.  903 ;  Pervinke, 

B.  1432. 
Fesen,  pi.  peas,  I<.  648. 
Pesible,  adj.  calm,  B  1.  p  5.  3. 
Pestilenoe,  s.  the  (great)  pestilence,  A 

442,  G  679 ;  curse,  B  4600,  D  1264. 
Feter,  itUerj.  by  St.  Peter,  B  1404,  G  665. 
Peyne,  s.  pain  of  torture.  A  1133 ;  T.  i. 

674 ;    in  the  p.  J  under  torture,  T.  iii. 

1502;  care,F509;  toil, G  1398;  penalty, 

B  3041;  endeavour,  B.  765;  penance, 

B  2939 ;  tfpon  p.,  under  a  penalty,  E  586.1 
Feyne,  v.  r^  take  pains,  endeavour, 

B  4495 ;    put  (myself)  to  trouble,  HF. 

246;   Peyne,  i  pr.  8.  r</l.  take  pains, 

C  33o»  395 ;  Peyned  hir,  pL  9.  r^.  took 

pains,  A  139,  £  976 ;  Peyned  hem,  pt. 

pL  rtfi.  B.  107. 
Peynte,  v.  paint,  C  12;  colour  highly, 

HF.  246;  smear,  L.  875;  do  p.,  cause  to 

be  painted,  3.  259 ;  p£.  s.  F  560 ;  Peynted, 

pp.  painted,  L.  1029 ;  Peynt,  pp.  B.  248. 
Feyntonr,  a  painter,  T.  u.  1041. 
Feynture,  a  painting,  O  33. 
Feyre,  a  pair,  A  2121 ;  a  set  (of  similar 

things),  D  1741, 
Feysible,  adj.  tranquil,  B  3.  m  9.  51. 

(I4  fmngu^ZZo.) 
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Peytrel,  «.  poitrel,  breast -pieoe  of  a 
hone's  hameas;  pro'perly^  the  breast- 
phite  of  a  horse  in  armonr,  G  564 ;  pL 
I  433.    A.  F.  peitrAf  Lat.  paetordle. 

Phitonesses,  pi,  psrthonesseSi  witches, 
HF.  ia6i. 

[Fhysioes,  gen,  c^  physios,  or  natural 
philosophy,  B 1 189.  Lat.  i>A]/ii<e0S,  gen.  of 
phyHclf  natural  philosophy.  (I  propose 
this  neading.)] 

Pioh,  «.  pitch,  A  3731, 1 854. 

Fietee,  «.  pity,  T.  iii.  1033,  ▼.  1598. 

Pietoua,  adj.  piteons,  sad,  T.  iii  1444; 
sorrowif^,  T.  v.  451 ;  meicifol,  F  ao. 

Pigges-nye  (lit.  pig's  eye),  a  dear  little 
thing,  A  3368. 

Pighte,  pt  §.  r^  pitched,  fell,  A  2689 ; 
pL  B.  aubj,  should  pierce,  should  stab, 
I.  163  (but  this  is  almost  certainly  an 
error  toTprigMe^  pt.  s.  subj.  of  prfitifcs). 

Piked,  pt.  8.  stole,  L.  2467. 

Pllcerel,  8.  a  yoong  pike  (flsh),  E  1419. 

Pilohe,  0.  a  warm  Airred  outer  garment, 
ao.*4. 

Pile,  ger.  to  pillage,  plunder,  I  769;  v. 
rob,  despoil,  D  136a. 

Piled,  pp.  deprived  of  hair,  very  thin, 
A  637 ;  bare,  bald  (lit.  peeled),  A  3935. 

Pileer,  &  pillar,  HF.  143 1. 

Pilled,  pp.  robbed,  L.  1262, 

Piloiin,  pL  robbers,  pillagers,  A  1007, 
103a 

Pilwe,  8.  pillow,  E  aoo4. 

Pilwe-beer,  t.  pillow-case,  A  694. 

Pixnent,  t.  sweetened  wine,  A  3378. 

Pin,  8.  pin,  small  peg,  F  127,  316 ;  fasten- 
ing, brooch,  A  196;  thin  wire,  A.  it 
38.  8 ;  Hangeth  on  a  joly  pin,  is  merry, 
E  1516. 

Pinche,  V.  find  &ult  (with),  pick  a  hole 
(in),  A  326 ;  Pinchest  at,  2  pr.  8.  blamest, 
•     lo-  57 ;  PP'  dosely  pleated,  A  151. 

Piper,  8.  as  adj.  suitable  for  pipes  or 
horns,  5.  178. 

Pissemyre,  «.  pismire,  ant,  D  1825. 

Pxstel,  8.  epistle,  E  1154;  message,  sen- 
tence, D  loai. 

Pit,  pp.  put  (Northern),  A  4088. 

Pitaunoe,  8.  pittance,  A  aa4. 

Pitee,  «.  pity,  i.  68 ;  Pite  were,  it  would 
be  a  pity  (if),  3.  1266. 

Pith,  8,  strength,  R.  401 ;  D  475. 

Pit6ns,  Pitons,  adj.  compassionate,  A 
143 ;  merciful,  0  226 ;  pitiful,  A  953 ; 
plaintive,  R.  89,  497;  mournful,  B. 
430 ;  piteous,  sad,  sorrowftd,  A  955 ; 
pitiable,  B  3673 ;  FitouB6,  J^m,  ftdl  of 
compassion,  L.  2582. 


Pitonaly,  adv.  piteously ,  B 1059 ;  pitiablr 

B  3799 ;  sadly,  A  1117. 
Place,   «.    plfMe,   A   62$;    manor-b<ic» 

(residence  of  a  chief  person  in  *  komZ 

town  or  villageX  B  1910,  D  i7€8. 
PlacebOf  vesp«n  of  the  dead,  ao  calLrl 

from  the  initial  word  of  the  antipb*  e. 

to  the  first  psalm  of  the  office  (see  P^  I 

cziv.  9  in  the  Vulgate  versloiO,  I  627; 

a  song  of  flattery,  D  J075. 
Plages,  8.  pk  regions,  B  543 ;  ifiaarten  ci 

the  compass,  A.  l  5.  12. 
Plain,  adj. ;  see  Playn. 
Plane,  s.  plane>tree,  A  993a. 
Planed,  pt,  &  planed,  made  smooth,  I* 

1758. 
Plante,  «.  slip,  cutting,  D  7^;  piece  of 

cut  wood,  B.  939. 
Piastres,  &  pi  plasters,  F  636. 
Plat,  adj.  flat,  certain,  A  1845;   Platt£. 

dot.  flat  (side  of  a  swordX  F  i6>,  164. 
Plftt,  adv.  flat,  B  1865;  plainly,  B  886: 

fully,  T.  ii  579. 
Plate,  a  plate-armour,  9.  49 ;   stiff  iron 

defence  for  a  hauberk,   B  2055;   the 

*  sight'  on  the  *rewle,'  A.  i  13.  a. 
Plated,  pp,  covered  with  metal  in  plates, 

HF.  1345. 
Platly,  adv.  flatly,  plainly,  T.  ilL  TttS,  881. 
Plaunte,  t.  plant,  F  103a. 
Plannte,  imp.  8.  plant,  T.  i.  964. 
Playen  me,  v,  ri/L  to  amuse  myself,  B. 

"3. 
Playing,  t.  sport,  R.  iia. 
Playn,  adj,  smooth,  even,   R.  860;  at 

8hort  and  pk,  in  brief,  plain  terms,  E 

577  ;  Plain,  flat,  H  339. 
Playn,  a  plain,  B  34. 
Plede,  ger,  to  dispute,  B  3559. 
Pleding,  t.  pleading,  3.  615. 
Pledonres,  pi.  pleaders,  lawyexv,  &.  19B. 
Plee,  8.  plea,  5.  485 ;  pi  suits,  5.  loi. 
Plegges,  8.  pL  pledges,  B  301& 
Pleinedesi,  2  pt,8,  didst  complain,  B  4. 

p  4. 168. 
Pleinte,  «.  complaint,  lament,  B  66. 
Plen^re,  adJ,  plenary,  ftdl,  I*.  1607. 
Plentee,  «.  plenitude,  fdlnees,   I  1080; 

abundance,  R.  1434. 
Plentevotis,  cidj.  plentii^il,  A  344. 
Plentevonsly,  adv.  plenteously,  B  3.  p  i.* 

86. 
Plesaonoe,  «.  pleasure,  C  319,  D  408: 

delight,  A  3409 ;  pleasant  thing,  3.  775  i 

pleasure,  will,  A 1571 ;  kindness,  E  nit ; 

pleasing  behaviour,  F  509 ;  pleasantnetf, 

L.  1373;  happiness,  L.  1150;  amusement, 

F  713 ;  will,  delight,  B  149. 
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IPlaflAunty  adj.  pleasant,  satisfiMtoxy, 
pleagjng,  A  138,  aaa. 

J^eaen,  v.  please,  A  610,  F  707. 

3E*lesinsea,  adj,  pi  pleasins^,  B  711. 

X*lesure,  «.  pleasure,  6.  126, 

^l^te,  ger,  to  plead,  bring  a  law-snit,  T. 
it  1468. 

^Pletinges,  jpl.  law-suits,  B  3.  p  3.  67. 

IPley,  8,  play,  sport,  A  1125 ;  dalliance,  4. 
178;  jesting,  I  539;  delusion,  3.  648; 
pi.  games,  T.  v.  304 ;  plays,  D  s^; 
funeral  games,  T.  v.  1499. 

fleye,  v.  amuse  oneself,  B  3524^  3^^; 
ger.  to  play,  be  playful,  be  amused, 
A  773 ;  to  amuse  (myself,  B  3996 ;  to 
amuse  (ourselves),  L.  1495 ;  play  (on  an 
instrument),  A  236 ;  ipr.i.  jest,  B  3153  ; 
ipr.pL  play,  B  1423  ;  pr.  i>i.  F  900 ;  pt. 
s.  played,  regoioed,  T.  i.  1013 ;  was  in 
play,  3.  875;  Pleyd,jRp.  3.  618. 
71eylnge,  8.  amusement,  sport,  A  1061. 
fleyinge,  adj.  playful,  B  3.  m  a.  37. 
JPleyn  (1),  adj.  fUl,  A  2461 ;  complete, 

A  315,  337. 
Ple7ii(3),a47.plam,olear,L.338;  honest, 

5.  538 ;  plain,  i  e.  open,  A  987 ;  08  8. 

plain  (fact),  A  1091 ;  pL  smooth,  5.  x8a 
Pleyn  (iX  adv.  full,  T.  y.,x8i8 ;  entirely, 

A  337. 
Pleyn  (3),  <idv,  plainly,  A  790 ;  openly,  E 

637. 
Pleyne,  v.  complain,  lament,  B  1067; 

rq/Z.  6.  50 ;  v.  to  whinny  (as  a  horse),  7. 

^57 ;  jP2*  vpony  cry  out  against,  JL  3535 ; 

I  pr,  8.  make  complaint,  L.  3513 ;  pp. 

said  by  way  of  complaint,  L.  336  a. 
Pleyning,  a.  complaining,  lamenting,  3. 

599* 
Pleynly,  adv.  plainly,  openly,  {or^  fttllyX 

A  1733. 
Pleynte,  a.  plaint,  complaint,  3.  47;  PL 

of  Kynde,  Ck>mplaint  of  Nature,  5.  316. 
PUghte  (1),  pt.  8.  plucked,  drew,  T.  ii 

iiao;  pulled,  B  15;  pp.  plucked,  torn, 

D  79a    The  infln.  would  be  pliccheny 

variant  oiplukkien  arphdcteen. 
Plighte  (3),  I  pr.  &  plight,  pledge,  F  1537 ; 

pt.  8.  L.  3466 ;  pp.  pledged,  G  703. 
Plomet,  8.  plummet,  heavy  weight,  A.  ii 

33.43. 
Plom-rewle,  a  plummei-rula,  A.  ii.  3&  la 
'Plongh-hameys,  a  harness  for  a  plough, 

i.e.  parts  of  a  plough,  as  the  share  and 

coulter,  A  3763. 
Plonxnes,  a.  pL  plums,  B.  1375. 
Ploongen,  ger,  to  plunge,  bathe,  B  3.  p  3. 

48. 
Ploungy,  adj.  stormy,  rainy,  B  i.  m  3.  9. 


Plowman,  a.  ploughman,  E  799. 
Plukke,  V.  pluck,  pull,  T.  iv.  1403. 
Flye,  V.  ply,  mould,  £  1430 ;  bend,  E  1169. 
F^ght,  pp.  plighted,  T.  iii  783. 
Flyt,  8.  plifl^t,  T.  ii  713,  1731 ;  condition, 

B  3338;  position,  T.  ii  74;  Pl^te,  dot. 

mishap,  wretched    condition,    5.   394; 

plight,  33.  19 ;  state,  G-  953. 
Plyte,  ger.  to   fold,  T.  ii   1304;  jpt  a. 

turned  backwards  and  forwards,  T.  ii 

<597. 
PoepUsh,  popular,  T.  iv.  1677. 
Poesye,  a  poetry,  T.  v.  179a 
Foinant,  adj.  poignant,  1 130,  131. 
Foint,  Foynt,  a  point,  A  1x4 ;  position, 

I  931 ;  in  pointy  on  the  point  of,  about 

to,  B  331,  910 ;  at  pointy  ready,  T.  iv. 

1638 ;  in  good  p.,  in  good  case,  A  300 ; 

yVt>  p.  to  p.,  f^m  beginning  to  end, 

B  3653 ;  p.  for  p. ,  in  every  detail,  E  577. 
Polnt-devys ;  at  p.,  with  great  neatness, 

exactly,  oareftdly,  HF.  917 ;  A  3689,  F 

560. 
Fointel,'  a.  style,  i  e.  stylvs,  writing  im- 
plement, B  X.  p  X.  3. 
Poke,  8.  bag,  A  3780,  4378, 
Poked,  pt.  a.  incited,  T.  iii  xx6j  nudged, 

A  4169. 
Fokets,  a.  pL  little  bags,  G  808. 
Fokkes,  a  pi.  pocks,  pustules,  0  35& 
Pol  (1),  a.  pole,  long  stick ;  Pole,  dat.  L. 

33oa. 
Fol  (3),  a.  pole  (of  the  heavens),  A.  i  14. 9. 
Polflkx,  a.  pole-axe,  L.  643. 
Poloai,  a.  polecat,  C  855. 
Folioye,  a  public  business,  0  600. 
FoUax,  8.  pole-axe,  A  3544. 
Folut,  pp.  polluted,  B  I.  p  4.  381. 
Fol^ve,  a.  pulley,  F  184. 
Fomel,  a.  round  part,  top,  A  3689. 
Pomely,  adj.  marked  with  round  spots 

like  an  apple,  dappled,  A  616 ;  Pomely* 

gris,  dapple-gray,  Q  559- 
Fomgamettes,  a  pi,  pomegranates,  B. 

1356. 
Pompe,  a  pomp,  A  535. 
Fool,  a.  pole  (of  the  heavens),  A.  i  18.  30b 
Fope-Holy,  i  e.  Hypocrisy,  B.  415. 
Fopelote,  a  poppet,  darling,  A  3354. 
Fopet,  a.  puppet,  doll ;  spoken  ironically, 

and  reaUy  applied  to  a  corpulent  person, 

B  1891. 
Fopinjay,  a  popinjay,  B.  9x3. 
Popler,  a.  popUustree,  A  3931 ;  (ooUeo- 

tively)  poplar-trees,  R.  1385. 
Popped,  pt  a  r^  tricked  herself  out, 

B.  1019. 
Popper,  a  small  dagger,  A  3931, 
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Foraille,  8,  poor  people,  A  247, 

Forohef  «.  Poroh,  B  5.  m  4.  i. 

Pore,  adj.  poor,  L.  3^. 

Forisme, «.  oorolliury,  B  3.  p  la  166. 

Forplitaie,  a.  a  slab  of  poiphyiy  used  aa 

a  mortar,  Q  775. 
Fort   (i),  «.  port,    carriage,   behaviour, 

A  69 ;  bearing,  mien,  L.  2453. 
Fort  (2), ».  haven,  T.  L  536,  969. 
Fortatif,  adj.  portable,  3.  53. 
Porthors,  §.  portesse,  breviary,  B  133 1. 

From  porter,  to  carry,  hor»,  abroad. 
Fortours,  pL  porters,  T.  v.  1139. 
Portreitiire,  a.  drawing,  picture,  B.  837 ; 

set  of  drawings,  A  1968 ;  piotnxing,  HF. 

Fortreye,   v.   ponrtrayt   depict,    i.    81 ; 

Portrayed,  pp.  painted  in   fresco,  B. 

140 ;  full  of  pictures,  B.  1077. 
Portreying, «.  a  picture,  A  1938. 
Poae,  8.  a  cold  in  the  head,  A  4153,  H  63. 

A.6.ffe-po9e. 
Pose,  I  pr.  9.  put  the  case,  (will)  suppose, 

A  1 163. 
Positif,  adj  positive,  fixed,  A  1x67. 
Positioiin,    a.   supposition,    hypothesis, 

B  5.  P  4.  4«. 
Possessioners,  a.  pL  men  who  are  en- 
dowed, I>  1733. 
Posaossionn,  a,  great  possessions,  wealth, 

F  686 ;  endowments,  D  1936. 
Posseth,  pr.  a.  pusheth,  tosseth,  L.  3430. 
Post,  a.  support,  A  3x4 ;  pillar,  A  80a 
Fostom,  a.  imposthume,  abscess,  B  3.  p  4. 

14. 
Pot4ge,  a.  broth,  B  3633,  G  368. 
Potente,  a.  crutch,  B.  368;  staff,  D  1776. 
Potestat,  a,  potentate,  D  3017. 
Pothec^e,  a.  apothecary,  C  853. 
Pouohe,  a.  pocket,  A  3931 ;  plL  money' 

bags,  A  368. 
Poudre,  a.  dust,  HF.  536 ;  powder,  Gt  760 ; 

gunpowder,  HF.  1644. 
Foudred,  pp.  besprinkled,  B.  1436. 
Poudre-marohaunt,   a.    the    name    of 

a  kind  of  spice,  A  381. 
Poimage,  a.  pannage,  swine^s  food,  9.  7. 
Pound,  pL  pounds,  A  454. 
Poune,  a.  pawn  at  chess,  3.  661. 
Pouu80iied,ii»p.  aa  adj.  stamped,  pierced, 

I  431. 
Pounsonisge,  a.  punching  of  holes  in 

garments,  I  418. 
Fouped,  pt  pi.  blew  hard,  puffed,  B  4589 ; 

pp.  blown,  H  9a 
Foure,  ger.  to  pore,  look  closely,  A  185 ; 

to  pore  over  (it),  B.  1640 ;  ipr.pl.  (we) 

pore,  gase  steadily,  G  67a 


Poared,jRp.  poured,  B.  1X4&     • 

Pouring,  a.  pouring  (in),  T.  iii.  14601 

Pous,  «.  pulse,  T.  ill  1x14. 

Poustee,  a.  power,  B  4.  p  5.  i3- 

Porertee,  a.  poverty,  3.  410 ;  Pov^rte,  1 
poverty,  T.  iv.  X530;  P^ert,  povertr 
B.  450 ;  Povdrt,  C  441. 

Porre,  adj.  poor,  B.  466,  A  335. 

Porre,  adj.  aa  a.  poor,  Aeiics  pover^,  10. 2 

Porre,  adv.  poorly,  £  1043. 

Porreliohe,  adj.  poorly,  in  poveriy,  B  311, 
1055. 

Porrely,  ado.  in  poor  array,  A  14x2. 

Poorest,  <u^'.  auperl.  poorest,  C  449,  £  x^ 

Foynaont,  adj.  pungent,  A  353,  B  4024. 

Poynt,  a.  sharp  point,  7.  311 ;  very  object 
aim,  A  X501 ;  point,  bit  (of  it),  pari,  B. 
1336;  a  stop,  G  X480;  «9  p.,  on  the 
point,  T.  iv.  1153;  in  p.  ic,  is  on  the 
point,  is  ready,  1.  48 ;  fro  p.  to  j>.,  is 
every  point,  ^  46X ;  to  tha  p.,  to  the 
point,  5.  373 ;  at  p.  devya,  exact  at  all 
points,  B.  830;  to  perfection,  exquisitely, 
B.  I3IS ;  pL  tags,  A  3333. 

Foynte,  gar.  to  describe,  T.  iu.  497 ;  pr. 
pL  stab,  B^  1058 ;  pp.  pointed,  B.  944. 

Foyntel,  «.  style  for  writing,  D  174a. 

PraotisooT,  «.  j>ractitioner,  A  422. 

Praktike,  a.  practice,  D  X87. 

Praye,  a.  prey,  x.  64. 

Praye,  pr.  pL  petition,  make  suit,  I  ^ 

Praying,  a.  request,  prayer,  B.  1484. 

Preamble,  a.  D  831. 

Preambulaeioan,  a.  preambling,  D  837. 

Preoedent,  adj.  preceding,  A.  ii.  33.  4. 

Preolie,  v.  preach,  A  481, 7x3;  Pred^estov, 
thou  preachest,  D  366. 

Preohoor,  a.  preacher,  D  165. 

Preoioosnesse,  a.  oostlinee^  1 446. 

Predestinee,  a.  predestination,  T.  iv.  966L 

Predioaoioan,  a.  preaching,  aermon,  B 
1x79. 

Preef,  a.  proof,  assertion,  D  247;  ex- 
perience, L.  538  a;  test,  proof;  G  968; 
the  test,  H  75. 

Frees,  a.  press,  crowd,  B  393,  646;  the 
throng  of  courtiers,  13.  4;  press  of 
battle,  9.  33 ;  in  p.,  in  the  crowd,  5.  60s. 

Freesaetli,  pr.  a.  throngs,  A  358a 

Prefeotes,  gen.  prefect's,  G  369.  lit  'an 
officer  of  the  prefect's  (officereX* 

Preferre,  pr.  a.  aubj.  preoede,  take  pr»> 
cedence  of,  D  96^ 

Preignant,  prea.  pt,  plain,  oonvineing. 
T.  iv.  1x79 

Preiaen,  ger.  to  praise,  (worthy)  of  beixur 
pralKd,  B.  70 ;  v.  appraise,  estimate,  R 
1X15;  prise,  esteem,  B.  1693. 
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Preiseres,  a.  pL  praisen,  B  2367. 

Treiainge,  8.  honour^  gloxy,  I  949. 

PreULt,  «.  prelate,  A  204. 

Pk^mines,  pL  statementB  laid  down, 
B  3.  p  la  121. 

Ftenofltik, «.  prognostic,  prqgnostidation, 
loc  54. 

Preute,  a  print,  D  604. 

Prenten,  ger.  to  imprint,  T.  ii.  pda 

Pr^ntia,  8.  apprentice,  A  4365. 

Prttntishood,  «.  apprenticeship,  A  440a 

PFoocienoe,  t.  foreknowledge,  A  1313. 

Prese,  ffer,  to  press  forward,  T.  i  446; 
V.  hasten,  3.  19. 

Presdnoo,  t.  i.  19;  In  pr.^  in  a  large 
assembly,  £  lao/. 

Present,  adv.  immediately,  5.  4^. 

IVesentarie,  a4;.  ever-present,  B  5.  p  6. 7& 

Presented,  pp.  brought,  L.  i  J97. 

Presenting,  8.  offering,  L.  11^ 

Presently,  ode.  at  the  present  moment, 
B  5.  p  6.  123. 

President,  s.  the  one  who  presided  in 
parliament,  T.  iv.  213. 

Presonn, «.  prison,  T.  iii  580b 

Press,  8.  throng,  T.  L  173 ;  Presse,  dot 

'  instrument  exercising  prassore,  A  81 ; 
moold,  A  963 ;  on  presss,  imder  a  press, 
in  a  snppressed  state,  down,  T.  i  559 ; 
press,  a  onphoard  with  shelyes  (for  linen, 
&c),  A  3212. 

Prest,  8.  priest,  B  1166. 

Prest,  cuLj.  ready,  prepared,  prompt,  5. 
307 ;  pi.  prompt,  T.  iv,  661. 

Pretends,  v.  attempt  to  reach,  seek 
(after),  T.  iv.  922, 

Preterit,  s.  past  time,  B  5.  p  6.  48. 

Pretorie,  8.  the  Boman  imperial  body- 
guard, the  Pretorian  cohort,  B  i.  p  4. 94. 

Preve,  a.  proof,  B  4173;  experimental 
proof,  A  ii.  23  rvbrie ;  at  p.,  (when  it 
comes)  to  the  proof,  T.  iii.  looa  ;  a<  p., 
in  the  proof,  T.  iv.  1659  *  <ii^ne8  preve^ 
proof  of  fighting  power,  T.  i  47a 

Preve,  v,  prove,  C  169;  bide  the  test, 
O  645;  snoceed  when  tested,  G  121a; 
Preved,  pp.  proved  to  be  so,  T.  i  239 ; 
tested,  O  1336;  approved,  E  28;  ex- 
emplified, E  826 ;  shewn,  F  481. 

Prevetee,  s.  secret  place,  recess,  T.  iv. 
nil. 

Prevey,  04/-  secret,  B  4.  p  3.  122. 

Previdence,  8.  seeiiig  beforehand,  B  5. 
p  6.  131. 

Prevy,  adj.  privy,  unobserved,  3.  382 ;  not 

confidential,  HF.  285. 
Freye,  ger.  to  beseech,  T.  ii.  1369;  to 
pray,    2.  20;    Preyde,   pt.    a    B   391 ; 


Preyeden,  jrt.  pZ.  D  895 ;  Preyed,  pp.  E 
773- 

Preys,  «.  praise,  B  3837, 

Prioasonr,  «.  a  hard  rider,  A  189. 

Prighte,  pt  s.  pricked,  F  418  {infBrtor 
llSa  have  pighto).  No  doubt,  the 
reading  pigkte  in  i.  163  should  also  be 
prighte.    See  Priken. 

Priken,  v.  incite,  urge,  T.  iv.  633 ;  Prik, 
I  pr.  8.  spur,  rouse,  5.  389 ;  Priketh,  pr. 
8.  excites,  A  11,  1043;  spurs,  D  656; 
pricks,  aches,  D  1594;  Prighte,  pt.  8. 
F  418  (see  above) ;  Priked,p<.  8.  spurred, 
B1964. 

Priking,  8.  hard  riding,  A  191,  A  2599. 

Prikke,  «.  point,  BF.  907;  sting,  I  468; 
a  small  mark,  a  peg,  A.  ii.  42.  4 ;  a  dot, 
A.  ii.  5.  20;  piercing  stroke,  A  2606; 
point,  critical  condition,  B  119.  ' 

Principals,  a4j.  pi*  cardinal,  A  ii.  31.  17. 

PHndpiOj  <n,  in  the  beginning  (St.  John, 
i  1),  A  254. 

Pris,  «.  prise,  A  2241. 

Privee,  adj.  secret,  A  3295;  private, 
I  102 ;  intimate,  "SL  600 ;  closely  atten- 
dant, £  192;  prioee  man^  private  in- 
dividual, B  a.  p  3.  7y. 

Privee,  adv.  secretly,  F  531 ;  Privee  and 
apert,  secretly  and  openly,  D  1114  ;  pr, 
ne  ap. ,  neither  secretly  nor  openly,  D 1 136. 

Privee,  *.  privy,  C  527,  E  1954. 

Prively,  adv.  secretly,  A  652;  unper- 
ceived,  R  784. 

Privetee,  &  privacy,  B.  1294;  secrecy, 
B  548;  secrets,  secret,  D  531,  542,  1637 ; 
private  a£EiEur8,  A  1411 ;  private  apart- 
ment, A  4334  ;  privy  parts,  B  3905. 

Privy,  adj.  secret,  L.  1267,  1780. 

Prooes,  8,  process,  B  2665;  proceeding, 
P  1345 ;  pzocess  of  time,  F  829 ;  argu- 
ment, B  3.  p  la  62 ;  matter,  T.  iL  485 ; 
L.  1914 ;  story,  HF.  251 ;  occurrence  of 
events,  B  3511 ;  dat.  course  (of  time),  3. 

133'- 
Procutour,  used  for  Procurator,  proctor, 

Proeve,  8.  proo^  B  5.  p  4.  83. 

Proeve,  i  pr.  e.  approve,  B  5.  p  3.  28; 

pr.  8.  shews,  B  2.  m  i.  17. 
Professioon,  s.  profession  of  religion, 

D  1925 ;  oatJi  of  profession  (as  a  monk), 

B1345. 
Proferestow,  dost  thou  offer,  T.  iii.  146 1. 
Frofire,  8,  offer,  L.  2079. 
Proheme,  8.  proem,  prologue,  E  43. 
Prolaoiouns,  8.  pL  utterances,  B  2.  p  i.  5a 
Prolle,  2   pr.  pi,  prowl  about,  seiuoh 

widely,  Q  1412. 
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Fronoonoed,  pp.  axmounoed,  T.  iv.  213. 

Froporcionables,  adj.  pL  proportional, 
B  3.  m  9.  ao. 

Froporoionedf  pp.  made  in  proportion, 
F  192. 

Froporoionels,  s.  pL  proportional  parts, 
F  1278. 

Propre,  adj.  own,  T.  iv.  83 ;  especial,  B 
2175 ;  peooliar,  D  103 ;  well^;rown,  A 
3972 ;  well-made,  A  3345 ;  comely,  A  4368  ; 
handsome,  C  309 ;  Propres,  pi.  own,  B 
I.  m  6. 20 ;  0/ propre  kinde^  by  their  own 
natural  bent,  F  610. 

Proprely,  adv.  fitly,  A  1549 ;  literally,  I 
285;  naturally,  D  1191  ;  appropriately, 
A  729. 

Fropretee,  9.  peculiarity,  10.  69 ;  charac- 
teristic, B  2364 ;  peculiar  possession,  T. 
iv.  392. 

Prose,  17.  write  in  prose,  16.  41. 

Prospeotyves,  $.  pL  perspective-glasses, 
lenses,  F  234.  Chaucer  here  makes  the 
usual  distinction  between  refieoting 
mirrors  and  reflecting  lenses. 

Frospre,  adj.  prosperous;  prospre  fyr- 
tuneSy  well-being,  B  i.  p  4.  62. 

Protsstaoioun,  a.  protest,  A  3137. 

Prove,  V.  test,  A.  ii  23^  rvbric ;  Proveth, 
pr.  ».  proves,  F  455. 

Prov6rbed,  pp.  said  in  proverbs,  T.  iii. 

393- 

Provost,  a,  prefect,  B  x.  p  4.  64;  chief 
magistrate,  B  1806. 

Provostrie,  s.  praetorship,  B  3.  p  4.  9a 

Prow,  s.  profit,  advantage,  B  1598,  4140, 
C  300,  0609. 

Prowesse,  $.  prowess,  T.  i.  438;  excel- 
lence, D  1129;  profit,  B  4.  p  3.  71. 

Proyneth,  pr.  a.  prunes,  i.e.  trims,  makes 
(hunsolf)  neat,  £  201 1.    O.F.  proigner. 

Prydelees,  adj.  without  pride,  6.  29. 

Prye,  ger.  to  pry,  peer,  T.  ii.  404 ;  to  gase, 
A  3458 ;  V.  spy,  T.  ii.  1710. 

Pryme,  a,  prime  (of  day),  usually  9  a.h., 
A  2189,  2576,  3554  J  JuUy  pr.,  the  end  of 
the  first  period  of  the  day  {from  6  a.m. 
to  9  A.M.),  B  2015 ;  pr.  large,  past  9  o*clock, 
F  360 ;  paased  pr.,  past  9  o'clock,  D  1476 ; 
half  way  pryme,  half  way  between  6  and 
9  A.K.,  half-past  seven,  A  3906. 

"Pxymib  face,  a.  the  first  ghuice,  T.  iii.  919. 

Prymerole,  a.  primrose,  A  3268. 

'Frjn,  a.  price,  value,  B.  1134 ;  worth,  ex- 
cellence, F911 ;  praise,  £  1026;  esteem, 
^  934;  gl<W7i  '^  35^;  reputation,  D 
1 152  ;  renown,  A  67,  237  ;  prise,  I  355. 

Pryse,  ger,  to  esteem,  to  be  esteemied,  B. 
887. 


Pryved,  pp.  deprived,  exiled,  x.  146^ 

Pryvee,  adj.  secret,  A  246a 

Puffen,  ger.  to  blow  hard,  HF.  1866. 

Polle,  a.  a  bout  at  wrestling,  a  throw, 
5.  164. 

PuUe,  o.  pluck,  T.  i  210;  to  draw,  T.  il 
^^57 ;  pul^  a  finche,  pluck  a  fJTich,  cheat 
a  novice,  A  652 ;  apvXUd  hem^  a  plucked 
hen,  A  177. 

Pultrye,  a.  poultry,  A  598. 

Puplisahen,  pr.  pL  r^t  axe  prop*gB.ted, 
B  3-  p  ".  135- 

Parohaoen,  ger.  to  procure,  aoqnxre,  I 
742,  1066;  gain,  I  1080;  win,  sl  19 
buy,  A  608 ;  pr.  pL  promote,  B  J870 
imp.  f.  3  jp.  may  (He)  provide,  B  873 
Purchaoe,  imp.  pL  provide  (for  yotunself^ 
T.  ii  1125. 

Purohas,  a.  proceeds,  gifts  aoqiiiped,  A 
256 ;  gain,  D  1451,  1530. 

Purohasing,  a.  conveyancing,  A  320; 
acquisition  of  property,  D  14491 

Purohasoiir,  a.  conveyancer,  A  3x8. 

Pare,  adj.  veiy  (lit.  pureX  A  xa79 »  utter, 
3.  1209 ;  thep.  deth,  death  itself;  3.  583. 

Pore,  adv.  purely,  3.  loio. 

Pared, pp.  aaadj. pure,  F 1560 ;  Wfy  fine, 
D143. 

Parflled,  pp.  ornamented  at  the  edge, 
trimmed,  A  193. 

Purgaoiouii,  f.  discharge,  D  xacx 

Porgen,  ger.  to  purge,  B  4143;  pL  c 
expiated,  B  4.  m  7.  4  (Lat.  pia»di) ;  pp. 
cleansed  (by  baptism),  G  181. 

Purpos,  a.  purpose,  B.  X140;  design,  A 
X684 ;  topurpoa,  to  the  sul^eot,  5.  26 ;  fl 
cam  him  top.,  he  purposed,  F  6o6l 

Porposen,  v.  purpose.  1 87  ,•  pr.  pL  pro- 
pose, T.  iv.  X3S0. 

Purpre,  adj.  purple,  T.  iv.  869. 

'Pwcpre,a.  pux^e,  B.  1071 ;  purple  raiment, 

1 933. 

Purs,  a,  purse,  A  656. 

Porsevanntes,  a  p2.  pursuivants,  HP. 
132 1. 

Ptirsoit,  a  oontinuance|,  persevenmce, 
T.  ii959;  continuance  in  pursuit,  T.  ii 
1744 ;  appeal  to  prosecute,  D  890. 

Puztreye,  v.  draw,  A  96 ;  p&  &  E  x6oa 

Purtreyour,  a.  draughtsman,  A 1899. 

Purveyable,  adj.  with  provident  oare, 
B  3.  m  2.  5. 

Porveyaunce,  a.  providence,  A 1252, 1665; 
foresight,  D  566, 570 ;  equipment,  B  247 ; 
provision,  A  3566,  F  904 ;  pre-arrmnge- 
ment,  T.  iii.  533 ;  unto  hia  p.,  to  prontie 
himself  with  necessaries,  L.  1561. 

Porveyen,  v.  provide,  B  253s ;  pr,  a  fore- 
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T.  iy.  1066;  jp.  <if,  provided  witb, 
D  591.  ^ 

Purvey inge,  $.  providence,  T.  iv.  986. 

I*ut,  a,  pit,  T.  iv.  154a 

Puterie,  f.  proetitntion,  I  SSd. 

Putourt,  8.  pi,  pimps,  proourers,  I  886. 

Putten,  V,  put,  lay,  7.  344 »  v.  suppose,  B 
2667 ;  Put,  pr.  $,  puts,  1 143 ;  Pat  him, 
puts  himself,  Ix  65a;  Putte,  pt,  $,  B 
1630  J  set,  L.  675 ;  p.  tip,  put  away,  a.  54. 

Pye,  a  magpie,  A  3950,  B  1399- 

Pye,  «.  pie,  pasty,  A  384. 

Pyk,  8.  pike  (iish),  12,  17. 

-Pyke,  V,  (i)  peep,  T.  iii  60;  ger,  (2)  to 
pick  at,  T.  iL  1274  ;  pr.  8.  (3)  makes  (him- 
self) tidy  or  smooth,  £  aoii. 

PykepuTS,  8,  pick-purse,  A  1998. 

Pyled,  pp.  peeled,  bare,  bald,  A  4306. 

Pyn,  the  pin  which  passes  through  the 
,  central  hole  in  the  Astrolabe  and  its 
plates,  A.  i.  14.  i. 

Pyn,  8,  pine-tree,  R.  1379. 

Pyne,  a  pain,  torment,  T.  v.  6 ;  hurt,  5. 
335 ;  ^oil,  HF.  147 ;  place  of  torment, 
HF.  151a ;  suffering,  A  1324,  3382 ;  woe, 
torment,  B  3410 ;  Uie  passion,  B  aia6. 
A.S.jnn. 

I^ne,  ger.  to  torture,  A  1746 ;  pr.  «.  pines 
away,  7.  305 ;  grieves,  bemoans,  I  85 ; 
pp.  examined  by  torture,  B  4349. 

Pype,  8.  pipe,  musioal  instrument,  B  ^005; 
pi,  pipes,  tubes,  A  3753. 
t  Pypen,  v.  pipe,  whistle,  A  1838  ;  play  on 
the  bag-pipe,  A  3937;  Pype,  make  a 
piping  noise,  T.  v.  1433 ;  play  npon  a 
pipe,  A  3876 ;  pp.  fainti^  uttered,  HF. 
785 ;  pre8.  pL  piping  (hotX  hissing,  A  3379. 

Pyrie,  a  peaz^tree^  £  2217,  3335.  A.S. 
pyrige. 


Quaad,a4/.evil  (Flemish),  A  4357;  Quad, 
bad,  B  1628.    Du.  kwaadL 

QuaiUe,  a  quail,  £  1306. 

Quake,  V,  tremble,  shiver,  R  46a ;  quake, 
A  3614 ;  shake,  T.  iii.  54a  ;  Quook,  pt,  a 
quaked,  A  1576,  1763 ;  Quaked,  pp.  B 
3831 ;  Quaketh,  imp.  pi,  quake,  fear,  T. 
ii.  soa. 

Quaking,  a  fear,  7.  314. 

Quakke,  8,  a  state  of  hoarseness,  A  415a. 

Qualm,  8,  pestilence,  A  3014 ;  evil,  plague, 
B.  357 ;  foreboding  of  death,  T.  v.  383. 

Quappe,  V,  heave,  toss  (lit.  shake,  pal- 
pitate), L.  1767 ;  beat  repeatedly,  L.  86$ ; 
palpitate,  T.  iii  S7' 

Quarter-niglit,  the  time  when  a  fourth 
part  of  the  night  is  gone,  9  p.  k.,  A  3516. 


Q^uuyl^B,  gm.  pL  quails,  5.  339^ 

Queinte,  a4j,  curious,  B  1436. 

Quek  I  int.  quaok !  5.  499,  594. 

Quelle,  V,  kill,  C  854 ;  i>r.  pL  strike,  T.  iv. 
46. 

Queme,  v.  please,  T.  695 ;  pr.  pL  sub- 
serve, T.  ii  803. 

Quenohe,  v.  put  a  stop  to,  T.  iii.  846 ;  be 
quenched,  I  341 ;  Queynte,  pt.  8.  was 
quenched,  A  3334, 3337 ;  Queynt,  pp.  ex- 
tinguished, A  3331,  3336. 

Queue,  a  queen,  R.  1366. 

Querele,  a  quarrel,  I  618;  pi.  complaints, 
B  3.  P  3.  67. 

Quern,  a  hand-mill,  9.  6 ;  dot.  B  3364. 

Questemongeres,  a  pi.  questmen,  jury- 
men, I  797. 

QuetttOf  quid  iurig,  the  question  is,  how 
stands  the  law,  A  647. 

Questiouu,  a  dispute,  A  3514  ;  problem, 
D  3333, 

Queynt,  adj,  strange,  3.  1330;  curious, 
dainty,  R.  65 ;  adorned,  B.  1435 ;  well- 
devised,  HF.  338;  neat,  B.  98;  sly,  A 
3275 ;  curiously  contrived,  HF.  136 ;  F 
334 ;  hard  to  understand,  3>  53i ;  grace- 
fed,  R  610. 

Queynte,  adv.  artftOly,  HF.  345. 

Queynte,  a  pudendum,  A  3376,  D  332, 
444. 

Queynteliohe,  adv.  curiously,  cunningly, 
HF.  1923;  daintily,  B.  569;  strangely, 
B.783. 

Queyntise,  a.  finery,  I  932;  art,  I  73$; 
ornament,  B.  84a 

Qui  cum  patre^  D  1734,  I  1092.  The  for- 
mula used  at  the  end  of  a  sermon. 

Qui  2a,  who's  there?  B  1404. 

Quik,  adj.  alive,  F  1336;  lively,  A  306; 
ready,  I  658. 

Quiken,  v,  quicken,  revive,  T.  i  443  ;  ger. 
to  grow,  T.  i  a95 ;  to  make  alive,  quicken, 
G  481 ;  ger,  to  take  life,  burst  forth,  HF. 
3078 ;  pt.  8.  burst  into  flame,  A  3335 ; 
pp.  endowed  with  life,  F  1050. 

Quikkest,  adj,  8uperL  liveliest,  busiest, 
F  150a. 

Quiknesse,  a  life,  3.  a6. 

Quinible,  a  shrill  treble,  A  3332. 

Quirboilly,  a  boiled  leather,  B  3065. 

Quiashin,  a  cushion,  T.  ii.  1229. 

Quistroun,  a  scullion,  kitchen-drudge, 
B.886.    0.¥.  eoistron. 

Quit,  -te  ;  see  Quyte. 

Quitly,  adv.  freely,  wholly,  A  1793. 

Quod,  pt,  8.  said,  A  1234. 

Quoniam,  pudendum,  D  608. 

Quook,  pt.  a  0/ Quake. 
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Qnyte,  v.  requite,  neward,  repay,  reoom- 
pense,  give  in  return,  R  1543 ;  5.  iia ; 
la  75 ;  HF.  670 ;  free,  ransom,  A  1032 ; 
ger,  to  remove,  free,  7.  363 ;  quyte  wUh^ 
to  requyte  with,  A  3119;  hir  eotl  for 
to  quyte,  to  pay 'for  her  e3q[>ein8e8,  B 
3564 ;  quj/te  hir  whyU,  repay  her  time, 
i.  e.  her  trouble,  B  584  ;  pt,  ».  repaid,  B. 
1526 ;  pt.  pL  releaacMl,  T.  iv.  205 ;  Quit, 
pp.  rewarded,  requited,  HF.  1614 ;  set 
fr«e,  G  66 ;  dischtfgod,  quit,  F  1758 ;  <u 
adj.  free,  F  1534. 


BaA,  9.  roe  (NorthemX  A  4086^ 

Baby,  Babbi,  D  3187. 

Bad, -de;  see  Bade. 

Badevore,  3.  pi^ce  of  tapestry,  L.  2352. 

From  ¥.  raa  de  Vare^  serge  from  La 

Vanr. 
Baflea,  s.  pi.  raffles,  I  793. 
Baft,  -e  ;  see  Beve. 
Bage,  8.  pa88ion,R.  1613 ;  craving,  B.  1657; 

madness,  3.  731 ;  L.  599 ;  violent  grief, 

F  $21^ ;  violent  rush,  fierce  blast,  A  1985. 
Bage,  17.  romp,  toy  wantonly,  A  257,  3273, 

3958. 
Bagerye,  a.  wantonness,  E  1847 ;  passion, 

D455. 
Baked,  pp.  raked,  B  3333.    Literally,  the 

sentence  is — '  Amongst  hot  coals  he  hath 

raked  himself' ;  the  sense  is,  of  coarse, 

*  he  hath  raked  hot  coals  around  him> 

self.' 
Bakel,  adj.  rash,  T.  L  1067 ;  hasty,  T.  iiL 

1437. 

Bakelnesae,  s.  rashness,  H  383. 

Bake-stele,  s.  handle  of  a  rake,  I>  949. 
See  Stele. 

Baket,  8.  the  game  of  rackets,  T.  iv.  46a 

Bakle,  v.  behave  rashly,  T.  iii  1643. 

Bam,  8.  ram,  L.  1437 ;  (as  prize  at  a  wrest- 
ling-match), A  548 ;  Aries,  the  first  sign 
in  the  sodiac,  A  8. 

BaiTiTniwh,  adj.  ramlike,  strong-scented, 
0887. 

Bampeth,  pr.  a.  (lit  ramps,  romps,  rears, 
but  here)  rages,  acts  with  violence,  B 
3094.  We  should  now  say — *  She  /iiea 
in  my  face.* 

Banoour,  &  ill-feeling,  ill-will,  malice,  B. 
1361. 

Bansaked,  pL  8.  ransacked,  came  search- 
ing out,  4.  38. 

Bspe,  8.  haste,  8.  7.    IceL  hrap. 

Bape,  V. ;  in  phrase  rape  and  rmme,  cor- 
rupted from  an  older  phrase  repen  and 
rinen  (A.S.  hrepian  and  Arinon),  ie. 


handle  and  touch,  dutch  and  aeiae,  6 

1433. 
BasoaiUe,  «.  mob,  T.  v.  1853. 
Bated,   pp.  reproved,  scolded,   A  54^ 

Short  for  orated,  variant  of  etreUed ;  aae 

Arette. 
Bathe,  adv.  soon,  HF.  3139 ;  early,  A  3768. 
Bather,  adj.  comp.  former,  T.  iiL  1337. 
Bather,  adv.  sooner,  3.  563;  more  wD- 

lingly,  A  487 ;  ike  r.,  the  sooner,  3.  83. 
Baughte ;  see  Beche. 
Batmson,  «.  ransom,  A  1034. 
Bare,  3 pr.  i>Z.  are  mad,  T.  iL  ii6l 
Baven,  e.  the  constellation  Oorvos;,  HF. 

1004. 
Bavines,  e.  pi.  rapines,  thefts,  I  793. 
Bavinonr,  e.  plunderer,  B  4.  p  3.  117. 
Bavlsabe,  v.  snatch  away,  B  3.  m  7.  3^ : 

go  r.,  go  and  ravish,  T.  iv.  530 ;  pp.  rajit. 

E  1750;   overjoyed,  F  547;  part.  prn. 

snatching  away,  B  4.  m  d  39. 
Bavisshing,  adj.  swift,  violent,  B  i.  m  5. 

4 ;  enchanting,  5.  198 ;  destroTiiig,  B  i. 

m  5.  60  (Lat  rapidoe). 
Bavyne,  e.  ravening,  greedineea,  5.  336; 

ravin,  prey,  5.  333;  Bavines,  thefts,  I 

793.    O.F.  ravine,  L.  rapina, 
Bavyeedest,  ap.8.pL  didst  draw  (down  s 

B  1659. 
Bayed,  pp.  striped,  3.  353. 
Bttal,  adj.  royal,  regal,  T.  iii  1534 ;  L.  314, 

384,  1605. 
Bttaltoe,  e.  royalty,  sovereign  power,  la 

6a 
B^aume,  s.  realm,  kingdom,  L  3091. 
Bebekke,  s.  old  woman,  dame,  D  1573. 
Bebel,  adj.  rebellious,  A  833,  3046. 
Bebelling,  8.  rebellion,  A  3459. 
Bebonnde,  v.  return,  T.  iv.  1666. 
Beboked,  pp.  snubbed,  1 444. 
Beoohe  (iX  v.  reck,  care,  heed,  s  593;  ><' 

nought  to  r.,  no  matter  for,  T.  ii.  454: 

pr.  8.  recks,  cares,  A  3397  ;  Becehe  of  it. 

care  for  ii,pr.pL  F  71 ;  U  roeeke,  pr.  l 

8ubj.  may  care  for  it,  T.  iv.  630 ;  Bnght«, 

pt  8.  recked,  cared,  regarded,  3.  8S7: 

imi>6r».  he  cared,  L.  (k>5 ;  Booghte,  jrf.  i: 

recked,  cared,  T.  L  496. 
Beoohe  (3),  pr.  e.  euij.  interpret,  expound, 

Beoohelees,  adj/SjrJ^jm^  nokleta,  K 

340;  regardle4i;fiFnH8/fA> 
Beooheleaneese,  s.  reckleameas,  I  m. 

611. 
Beoeit,  «.  receipt,  i.  e.  recipe  for  makiof 

a  mixture,  Q  1353. 
Beohased,  pp.  headed  back,  3.  379, 
Beohe,  «.  reach,  give,  hand  over,  3.  74; 
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Baii^bte,ji<.t.Teaohed,  A3696;  reached 
up  to,  A  3915 ;  reached  (oat|  or  forward), 
A  136;  proceeded,  T.  ii  446;  Beighte, 
pt.  $.  reached,  toaohed,  HF.  1374. 
Sedaimlng,  s,  enticement,  L.  1371. 
Seolayma,  v.  reclaim  (as  a  hawk  hy 
a  InreX  ^  ^  check,  H  73. 

Seoomaunde,  v.  recommend,  T.  ii  107a 

Seoomende,  ger.  to  commit,  G  544. 

Beoomforta,  0«r.  to  comfort  ac;ain,  T.  ii 
1673. 

Seoompensaoioan,  t.  recompense,  HF. 
665^ 

Beoonciled,  pp.  re-consecrated,  1 9^. 

Beoonforte,  v,  comfort  again,  A  a^,  B 
3168. 

Becord,  &  report,  D  2049;  testimony, 

3-934. 

Baoorde,  v,  witness,  hear  in  mind,  A 
1745 ;  rememher,  T.  ▼.  445 ;  (to)  record, 
recording,  5. 609 ;  Beoorde,  ipr.  a,  bring 
(it)  to  your  remembrance,  A  839. 

Beoonxs,  8.  recourse,  B  3633 ;  ^esort,  T.  ii 
1353  ;  %ool  have  my  r.,  will  retnm,  F  75 ; 
pL  orbits,  B  1.  m  3.  14. 

Beoovere,  o.  regain,  T.  iv.  406. 

BeooTorer,  t.  recovery,  33.  3.    O.  F.  9^ 

COVTt6r^  TeCOVtTtT, 

BeddotiT,  «.  yiolfince,  Tehemenoe,  la  13. 

Bede,  9.  read,  A  709 ;  advise,  counsel,  L. 
3317;  inteipret,  3.  379;  Bet,  pr,  9, 
advises,  T.  ii  413 ;  Bedeth,  i>r.  s.  advises, 
T.  iv.  573;  Bedde,  pt,  s,  read,  D  714, 
731 ;  interpreted,  3.  sSi ;  Badde,  pt.  «. 
read,  T.  ii  1085 ;  D  791 ;  advised,  5. 579 ; 
Bed,  pp,  read,  3.  334 ;  Bad,  pp»  read,  B 

43". 
Bede,  dot  counsel,  T.  iv.  679 ;  see  Beed. 
Bede,  adj.  red ;  see  Bead. 
Bede,  adj.  made  of  reed ;   referring  to 

a  musical  instrument  in    which  the 

sound  was  produced  by  the  vibration  of 

a  reed,  HF.  1331. 
Bede,  $.  red  (i  e.  goldX  T.  iii  1384;  the 

blood,  B  356 ;  red  wine,  C  536,  563. 
Bedelees,   adj.  without   counsel;    not 

knowing  which  way  to  turn,  3.  37. 
Bedely,  adv.  soon,  HF,  1393;   readily, 

truly,  HF.  1137. 
Bedoute,  v.  fear,  B  1.  p  3.  31. 
Bedoutinge,  t.  reverence,  A  aogo, 
Bedresseth,  pr.  &  amends,  1 103^ ;  pr.  pZ. 

r^.  erect  (themselves)  again,  rise  again, 

T.  ii  969 ;  Bedressed,  pt.  s.  reasserted, 

vindicated,  F.  1436;  Bedresse,  imp.  a. 

reform,  i.  139 ;  Bedressed,  pp.  ronsed« 

B  4.  p  a.  139. 
Beduoen,  o,  sum  up,  B  3.  p  8.  61. 


Bedy,  adj.  ready,  A  31,  353 ;  dressed,  F 
387 ;  at  hand,  3.  104. 

Beedi,  «.  counsel,  advice,  plan,  A  1316, 
3537;  profit,  help,  remedy,  3.  303, 
couxisel,  adviser,  A  665;  /  can  no  r., 
I  know  not  what  to  do,  3.  1187  ;  without 
resd,  helpless,  3.  587;  to  rede,  for  a 
counsel;  bsie  to  nsda,  best  for  a  counsel, 
best  to  do,  T.  iv.  679  (not  a  verb). 

Beed,  cuij.  red,  A  153;  (of  the  com- 
plezionX  3.  470;  Bede,  adj.  def.  red, 
A  957 ;  <fid</.  (rorsX  L.  2589 1  Bede,  pi. 
1.89. 

Beed,  t.  redness,  L.  533. 

Beed,  imp.  s.  read,  H  344. 

Beednesse,  t.  redness,  G  1097. 

Bees,  8.  great  haste,  T.  iv.  35a 

Befeot,  j9p.  restored,  B  4.  p  6.  414. 

Befere,  v.  return,  T.  i  366 ;  Beferred,  pp. 
brought  back,  B  3.  p  10.  i8a 

Beflffuringe,  pnet.  pL  reproducing,  T.  v. 
473. 

Befireininge,  «.  refrain,  burden,  B.  749^ 

Befireyden,  v.  grow  cold,  T.  v.  507; 
Befreyd,  cooled  down,  13.  31. 

BejE^yn,  s.  refrain,  T.  ii  1571. 

Befireyne,  v.  bridle,  curb,  1 385. 

Befiresshinge,  e.  renewing,  1 78. 

Beft,  -e  ;  see  Beve. 

Bef as,  pp.  a$  adj.  reftised,  r^'ected,  T.  i  570. 

Befut,  f.  place  of  refuge,  reftige,  i.  14 ; 
safety,  I.  33. 

Begals,  pL  royal  attributes,  L.  3138. 

Begalye,  a  rule,  authority,  3.  65. 

BegaM;  to  the  r.  cf,  in  comparison 
with,  B  3.  p  7.  136 ;  a<  r.  o/,  5.  58. 

Begistre,  s.  narrative,  A  3813. 

Begne,  a.  kingdom,  dominion,  realm,  A 
866 ;  dominion,  rule,  A  1634. 

Begnen,  pr.  pL  reign,  4.  50. 

Belierce,  v.  rehearse,  repeat  with  exacti- 
tude, A  733 ;  ger.  to  enumerate,  I  339 ; 
recount,  B  89. 

BeliersaUle,  a.  enumeration,  O  853. 

Bebersing,  a,  rehearsal,  A  1650 ;  recital, 
L.  1185. 

Beiifhte,  pt,  a.  reached,  touched,  HF. 
1374.    Pt.  t.  of  reche. 

Beines,  a.  pi  rain-storms,  HF.  967. 

Bejoye,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  395. 

Bejoyse,  ger.  to  make  rejoice,  1. 101 ;  feel 
glad,  T.  V.  1 165. 

Bekene,  ger.  to  reckon,  A  401. 

BekeniniT)  «•  reckoning,  account,  3. 699 ; 
A600W 

Beketh,  pr.  a.  reeks,  smokes,  L.  3613. 

Bekever,  i  pr.  a.  (for  /iUure),  (I)  shall 
retrieve,  do  away,  HF.  354, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


90 


<Bfo0eaviaf  ^nU^c. 


Bekke,  i  pr.  $.  oaze,  C  405,  E  1090 ;  pr.  a. 

impen,  (it)  recka  (hiin),  he  cares,  L. 

365 ;  yow  r.,  you  reck,  7.  303  j  wk<a  r 

TO^,  what  do  I  care,  D  53. 
Rekne,  v.  reckon  (olw  1  pr.  t.^  A  1933. 
Belayes,  f.  pL  ftesh  sets  of  hounds,  re- 
serve packs,  3.  jfia. 
Beleea,  f  release,  i.  3 ;  ceasing ;  ovt  of 

releet,  withont  ceasing,  G-  46. 
Belente,  v.  melt,  Q-  la;^ 
Belesedest,  2  pi,  9,   forgavesi,  I  309; 

Beleseed,  pt.  «.  forgave,  B  3367. 
Belesing,  s.  remission,  1 1036. 
Beleve,  ger.  to  raise  np,  r^eve,  T.  v. 

1G43  ;  pp.  restored,  I  945 ;  Beleved,  pp. 

revived,  L.  128 ;  recompensed,  A  418a ; 

made  rich  again,  G  87a. 
Belevlnge,  a.  remedy,  I  804* 
Beligionn,  ».  religion,  A  477 ;  state  of 

religion,  life  of  a  nun,  B.  429 ;   a  re- 
ligious order,  B    3134;'    the  religious 

orders,  B  3144. 
Beligious,  adj.  belonging  to  a  religions 

order,  B  3150 ;  devoted  to  a  religious 

order,  T.  il  759 ;  <M  «.,  a  monk  or  nun, 

1 801. 
Belix,  $.  relic,  L.  321. 
B«me,  a.  realm,  B  1306^ 
Bemede,  a.  remedy,  T.  i  661. 
Bemedles,  pi,  (Ovid's)  Bemedia  Amoris, 

3.568. 
Bemembre,  v.  rememher,  I  135 ;  i>r.  pIL 

remind,  F  1343,*  pr.  a.  recurs  to  the 

mind,    4.     150;     Bemembringe    him, 

calling  to  remembrance,  T.  ii  7a. 
Bemenant,  a.  remainder,  rest,  A  888. 
Bemeve,  o.  remove,  T.  i.  691. 
Bemorde,  pr.  a.  aubj.  cause  (you)  remorse, 

T.    iv.    1491  ;    pr.    a,    vexes,   plagues, 

troubles,  B  4.  p  6.  293. 
Bemors,  a.  remorse,  T.  i  554. 
Bemounted,  pp.  comforted,  B  3.  p  x.  9. 
Bemuable  (i),  adj.  changeable,  variable, 

T.  iv.  i68a. 
Bemuable  (3),  adj.  capable  of  motion 

(Lat.  mo&elt&itf),  B  5.  p  5.  37. 
Bemuen,  v.  remove,  B  a.  p  6.  55.    (Lat. 

amouebia.) 
Ben,  a.  run,  A  4079. 
Benably,  adv.  reasonably,  D  1509. 
Bende,  v.  rend,  T.  iv.  1493 ;  Bent,  pr.  a. 

rends,  tears,  L.  646  a ;  Bente,  pL  a.  tore, 

A99a 
Bending,  a.  tearing,  A  3834. 
Beuegat,  a,  renegade,  apostate,  B  93a. 
Beneye,  v.  deny,  renounce,  abjure,  B 

376,  3751. 
Beneyinge,  a.  denying,  I  793. 


Benged,  pp.  ranged,  placed  in  zvwa,  B. 
1380. 

Benges,  pi.  ranks,  A  3594. 

Benne  (i),  v.  run,  I  721 ;  get.  A  3890; 
pr.  a.  runs,  D  76;  is  current,  E  198^; 
approaches  quickly,  T.  ii  1754.;  go«fl 
easily,  A.  L  a.  t ;  arises,  L.  303  ;  spreadi. 
L.  1433 ;  rermeihjbr^  runs  in  faToor  ot 
B  ia5;  Bonnen,  pt  pL  ran,  A  29^5. 
3827 ;  Bonnen,  pp.  advanced,  lit.  nm, 
B.  320;  ia  r.,  has  run,  has  fofund  ita 
way  (into),  HF.  1644. 

Benne  (a),  «. ;  only  in  the  phraas,  rape 
and  renne,  G  1423.    See  Bape. 

Benomed,  pp.  renowned,  B  3.  p  a.  124. 

Benomee,  a.  renown,  L.  1513. 

Benoon,  a.  renown,  fame,  a.  88. 

Benovelanoes,  a.  pi.  renewals,  HP.  693. 

Benovelle,  v.  renew,  B  5035;  are  re- 
newed, I  1027. 

Bente,  &  revenue,  income,  A  sffi;  pay- 
ment,  tribute,  3.  765 ;  to  r.,  as  a  tribute, 
T.  ii83a 

Bepalr,  a.  resort,  repairing,  B  12  xx,  J) 
iaa4. 

Bepadre,  ger.  to  go  home,  B  1516;  to 
repair,  find  a  home,  T.  iii.  5;  to  go 
badk  (toX  HP.  755 ;  v.  return,  F  589. 

Beparaoiouns,  pU  reparations,  w^flVgnga 
up,  HF.  688. 

Bepentaonoe,  a.  penitence,  A  1776^ 

Bepentannt,  adj.  penitent,  A  aa8. 

B^penting,  a.  repentance,  L.  147. 

Bepeyre,  v.  repair,  return,  T.  v.  X571. 

Bepleooionn,  a.  repletion,  B  40127. 

Bepleet,  adj.  replete,  fbll,  B  4147. 

Beplenissed,  pp.  filled,  1 1079. 

Beplioaoionn,  a.  reply,  A  1846 ;  invbla- 
tion,  B  3.  p  12.  17CX 

Beplye,  v.  object,  £  1609. 

Beporte,  «.  relate,  tell,  C  438. 

Beportour,  a.  reporter,  A  8x4.  (l!he  host 
is  so  called  because  he  receives  and 
remembers  the  tales;  they  were  all 
addressed  to  him  in  particular.    Thus 

*  reporter  *  has  here  abnost  the  sense  of 

*  umpire.') 
Beprehenoioun,  a.  reproof,  T.  L  684. 
Beprehende,  v.  reproach,  T.  i  510;  pr.pl 

blame,  criticise,  B  3.  p  12.  134. 
Bepressed,  pp.  kept  tmder,  L.  2591. 
B6prev4ble,  adj.  reprehensible,  C  63i; 

r.  to.,  likely  to  cast  a  slur  on,  X5.  24. 
Bejireve,  a,  reproof,  B  2413;   shame,  C 

595 ;  reproach,  £  2206. 
Bepreve,  v.  reprocush,  F  1537 ;  reprore,  H 

70. 
Beprov^d,  pp.  aa  adj.  blamed,  accused, 
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B^  1135 ;  Beproevod,  pp,  •tiiliifled,  B  a. 
p  6.  127. 
Sepngxien,  ger,  to  be  zepngnant  (toX  B 

5.P3-6. 
Sequerable,  adj,  desirabla,  B  a.  p  tf.  33. 
SegLUoren,  v.  entreat,  seek,  B  9937 ;  ask, 

D  1052  ;  pp.  neoeasitated,  T.  iii.  405. 
"BawaTgar,  t,  realgar,  G  8x4.    *  Sealgar,  a 
combination  of  solphnr  and  arsenio,  of 
a  brilliant  red  colour  as  existing  in 
natnre ;  red  orpiment ' ;  Webster. 

SasoeiTed,  pp,  received ;  wel  resoeiyed, 
favourably  situated  with  respeot  to 
other  planets,  &o. ;  A.  ii  4.  51. 

Jlosoous,  a  a  reeona,  help,  T.  iii  1343 ;  A 
3643. 

Heaoowe,  v.  (to)  resoae,  save,  T.  iii.  857 ; 
rescue,  T.  v.  231. 

Seaoowinge,  t.  rescuing,  1 805, 

Hese,  ger,  to  shake,  ▲  1^6. 

B6aembUble,  adj,  alike,  B.  985. 

Heaolven,  pr.  pL  flow  out,  B  5.  m  i.  x ; 
Beeolved,  pp.  disMlved,  melted,  B  a.  p  7. 
164. 

Sesonable,  adj.  talkative,  3.  534. 

Beaort,  t.  reBouroe,  T.  iii  134. 

Sesoiin,  a  reason,  right,  A  37,  847; 
arffument,  speech,  sentence,  T.  i  796. 

Besoanetli,  pr.  $.  resounds,  A  1378. 

Besport,  $.  regard,  T.  iv.  86,  85a 

Sespyt,  «.  delay,  B  948 ;  respite,  delay^ 
reprieve,  G-  543 ;  voiUumU  mor€  reaptft^ 
without  delay,  forthwith,  B.  1488  ;  out 
€f  wort  retpyt,  without  any  delay, 
without  any  hesitation,  T.  v.  137. 

Bespyte,  ger.  to  hesitate,  7. 359. 

Besite,  a  rest,  repose,  F  355 ;  ctf  rtde^  at 
rest,  fixed,  T.  ii  760 ;  at  hit  reate^  as  in 
its  home,  5.  376 ;  to  rette^  (gone)  to  rest, 
A  30 ;  Bestes,  pi,  tames  of  repose,  T.  ii 
X733. 

Beste,  V.  remain  (withX  T.  iii  1435 ;  rest, 
repose,  T.  ii  1326. 

Beatelees,  adv.  restlessly,  B.  370. 

Besorreooioaii,  a  resurrection,  ie.  re- 
opening (of  the  daisyX  ^  i><^ 

Bet,  Jbr  Bedeth,  pr,  $,  advises,  T.  ii 

Betexme,  a  retinue,  troop  of  retainers, 
suite,  A  a^M ;  B  370;  at  hit  r.,  among 
those  retained  by  him,  D  1355. 

Bethor,  a  orator,  B  4397,  F  38. 

Bethorien,  adj,  rhetorical,  B  a.  p  i.  46. 

Bethorlen  {wHUm  Betorien),  a  orator, 
B  a.  p  3. 61. 

Betometh,  pr,  a,  brings  back,  B  5.  p  6. 
301 ;  prea.  pt,  revolving,  T.  v.  xoa3. 

Betoumizige,  a  return,  A  3095. 


BetraooiouxiB,  a  pi.  retraetionB,  things 

which  I  withdraw,  1 1085. 
Betreteth,  pr.  a.  reconsiders,  B  5.  m  3. 

57- 
Betrograd,  04/.  moving  in  a  direction 

contrary  to  that  of  the  sun's  motion  in 

the  ecliptic,  A.  ii  4.  53. 
Baul6,  a  rule,  A  173. 
Banlen,  v.  rule,  B  4334 ;  Beule  hir,  guide 

her  conduct,  £  337. 
Benthe,  a  ruth,  1.  137. 
Be'fe,  a  reeve,  steward,  bailiff,  A  54a, 

3860. 
Beve,  ger,  to  rob  (from),  T.  iv.  385 ;  to 

take  away,  G-  376 ;  to  r.  no  man  yVt>  hia 

lyfy  to  take  away  no  man's  life,  I4.  3693; 

Beven,  ger.  to  reave,  plunder,  I  758 ;  to 

bereave,  T.  i  188 ;  Beveth,  pr,  a.  forces 

Away,  5.  86 ;  Bafte,  pL  a.  bereft,  D  888 ; 

reft,  B  3388 ;  Befte,  pt.  a.  bereft,  HF. 

457;   Baft,  pp,  torn,  refl,  T.  v.   13585 

taken  firom,  L.  3590 ;  bereaved,  F  1017. 
Bevel,  a.  revelry,  sport,  A  3717;    min- 

strelsy,  A  4409. 
Bevelonr,  a  (the)  Beveller,  A  4371 ;  a 

reveller,  A  4391. 
Beveloos,  adj.  fond  of  revelry,  B  1194. 
Beverberaoionn,  a,  vibration,  D  3334. 
Bevex^ye,  a.   rejoicing,   B.  730.     O.F. 

reverdie^  *  feuillde,  verdure ;  joie,  all^ 

gresse';  Gk)defroy. 
Beverenoe,  a.  respect,  A  141 ;  respectftd 

xnanner,  A  305 ;  fear,  I  394  ;  thy  r.,  the 

respect  shewn  to  thee,  B  ii6w 
Bevers,  a.  reverse,  contrary,  18.  33. 
Beresten,  pr.  pi,  clothe  again,  T.  iii 

353. 

Bevoken,  ger,  to  recall,  T.  iii  1118. . 
Bevolnoionii,  a,  revolving  course  (orbit), 

4*  3^ 
Beward,  a.  regard,  attention,  T.  ii  TX33, 

V.  1736 ;  liaving  r.  to,  considering,  5.  436 ; 

take  r.  ctf,  have  regard,  I  151. 
Bewde,  adj.  plain,  unadorned,  A.  pr.  49. 
Bewe,  a.  row,  line,  A  3866 ;  by  rewe,  in 

order,  D  506. 
Bewe,  gar,  to  have  pity,  A  3383  ;  be  sorry, 

T.  ii  455 ;  do  penance  for,  G  447 ;  pr.  a, 

impera,  niakes  (me)  sorry,  I  am  sorry, 

A  3463,  B  4387. 
Bewel-boou,  a,  (probably)  ivory  made* 

from  the  teeth  of  whales,  B  3068. 
Bewftal,  adj.  lamentable,  sad,  L.  1838; 

sad  (one),  B  854. 
Bewfiilleste,  adj.  avp.  most  sorrowftd,  A 


BewftQly,  adv.  sadly,  T.  iii.  65. 

Bewle,  a.  the  revolving  long  and  narrow 
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.  plate  or  rod  used  for  xneasorixi^  and 
taking^  altitudes,  A.  i  i.  6  ;  it  rATolves 
at  the  bocfc  of  the  Astrolabe  ;  pi,  rules, 
A.  pr.  44. 

Bewledest,  2pr.  s.  didst  oontrol,  B 1.  p  4. 

Bewlioha,  adj.  pitiable,  B  a.  p  s.  67. 

Bewme,  t,  realm,  B.  495. . 

Bewthe,  a  rath,  pity,  E  579 ;  a  pitifiil 

sight,  E  562. 
Bewthelees,  adj.  rathless,  nnpitjing,  5. 

613 ;  6.  31. 
Reye,  a.  rye,  I)  1746. 
Beyes,  pi.  round  dances,  HF.  1236.    Mid. 

Du.  reye,  *a  round  d^nnoe';  Hexham. 
Beyn,  a  rain,  A  49a  {  storm  of  rain,  A 

35«7. 
Beyne,  a  rein,  A  40S3. 
Beyne,  v.  rain  down,  T.  v.  1336 ;  rain,  4. 

aSj.    See  Bon. 
Beynes,  s.  pi.  loins,  1 863. 
Bey 86,  ger.  to  build  up,  D  aioa  ;  r.  vp,  to 

exact,  'realise,'  D  139a 
Beyaed,i)p.  gone  on  a  military  expedi- 
tion, A   54.      O.F.    reife,    'expedition 

militaire,    incursion    sor    una    terre 

ennemie';  Godefirey. 
Bhetorice,  Bhetorio,  B  a.  p  i.  4& 
Biban,  i.  aspL  ribbons,  HF.  1318. 
Bibaninges,  pL  silk  trimmings,  borders, 

E.  1077. 
Bibaudye,  a  ribaldry,  ribald  jesting,  A 

3866,0324. 
Bibible,  a  rebeck,  lute  with  two  strings, 

A  4396. 
Bibybe,  a  term  of  reproach  for  an  old 

woman,  D  1377. 
Biche,  adj.pl.  rich  people,  A  248. 
Biobaly,  adv.  richly,  F  90. 
Blohesse,  a  riches,  wealth,  D  11 10,  1118 ; 

Bichesaes,  pi.  wealth,  riches,  B  2^60, 
Bideled,  pp.  plaited,  gathered  in  (at  the 

neck,  or  waist),  B.  ia35,  xa43.     '  BideUy 

pliase*;  Gtodefroy. 
Biden,  pt  pL  and  pp.  rode,  ridden. 
Biet,  'reto,'  A,  L  3.  5.    The  'rete'  or 

'  net '  is  the  circtdar  plate  witli  many 

openings  which  revolves  within    the 

'  mother.' 
Bight,  adj,  straight,  upright,  E.   2701 ; 
•    right,  1.  75 ;  twc  own,  F  1311. 
Bight,  adv.  just,    exactly,  A  a57,   535; 

wholly,  C  58 ;  even,  B  3173  ;  Bight  ihat, 

that  very  thing,  3.  1307. 
Bight,  a  1.  ai ;  2^  rights  justly,  B  44 ;  5y 

alia  n,  in  all  justice,  T.  ii  763 ;  at  aXJU 

righUSy  in  all  respects,  folly,  A  iioa 
Bightf^,  adj,  perfect ;  righl^l  age,  (in) 


her  prime,  B.  405;  just,  1. 31 ;  ri^rliteoas;, 

5.  55 ;  lawtul,  I  744. 
Biiphtwis,  04/.  righteous,  just,  "U  905. 
Bightwisnesse,  a  righteousness,  O  637, 

D  1909 ;  justice,  14.  8. 
Bikne,  tnq?.  a  reckon,  compute,  A.  ii.  a;. 

la    See  Bekene. 
Binde,  a  rind,  bark,  T.  iv.  1139;   faaid 

skin,  T.  iL  64a. 
Bixic,  a  ring,  F83;  oonoourse,  tt.  1887; 

lyk  r.,  ie.  in  ringlets,  A  3165. 
Binge,  V.  make  to  resound,  A  3431 ;  rinfr, 

resound,  T.  ii.  333 ;  Bong,  pi.  a  nang,  5 

49a ;  Bongs,  pp.  T.  iL  805. 
Biot,  a  riotous  conduct,  gaming^  A  4595, 

439a. 
Biote,  o.  riot,  gamble,  A  4414. 
Bisen,  pp.  ctfByse. 
Bissbe,  a  rush,  T.  iii  1161. 
Bist,  pr.$.cf  Byse. 
Bit,j>r.  a  ofEyde. 
Biveer,  a  river,  B  1937. 
Bobbour,  a  robber,  B  3818. 
Boohe,  a  rook,  F  500 ;  pL  HF.  1035. 
Bode,  a  oomplexion,  A  3317,  B  1917. 
Bode,  a  fioin.  rood,  cross,  HF.  57. 
Bode-beem,  a  rood-beam,  D  496.    (A 

beam  across  the  entrance  to  the  choir 

of  a  church,  supporting  a  rood  or  cnes.) 
Body,  adj,  ruddy,  F  385,  394. 
Boes,i>Z.  ct/Boa 
Boggeth  (roggeth),  pr,  a  shakes,  L.  sjA 

IceL  rugffO^ 
Boket,  a  rochet,  tunic,  B.   1240,  1241, 

1343.     An  outer  garment,  usually  of 

fine  white  linen. 
Bokke,  a  rock,  L.  3195. 
Bokken,  ger.  to  rock,  A  4157. 
BoUe,  a  roll,  C  911. 
Bollen,  ger.  to  roll,  revolve,  T.  ii  659; 

pL  s.  revolved,  D  aai7 ;  pp.  much  talked 

of,  T.  V.  io6i. 
Bomaunoe,  a  romance,  T.  iiL  980^ 
Bombled,  pt,  a  ftmiUed,  moved  about 

with  his  hands,  groped  about,  G  1333. 
Bombled,  pL  a  bussed,    muttered,   B 

3735. 
Bomen,  v.  roam,  wander,  A 1099;  Bomec', 

pL  a  A  X065,  1069  J  pp.  gone,  L.  1589. 
BOn,  pL  a  rained,  T.  iiL  640,  677.    A.S. 

rdn,  pt  a.  rained. 
Bond,  adj.  round,  circular,  A.  iL  38.  t. 
Bong,  -e ;  see  Binge. 
Ronges,  pL  rongs,  rounds  of  a  ladder,  A 

3635.    A.S.  hrung. 
Bonne,  -n ;  see  Benne. 
Boo,  a  roe,  5.  195 ;  Boes,  pL  roes,  B.  140L 
Bood,  jpt.  a  Q/Byde. 
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Soof; pt.  a,  o/Byve. 

Boon,  s.  rose-bush,  B.  1674.  HaJli-vrell 
g^ves  roofL,  a  dkamp  of  whins,  as  a 
^ortimmberland  woxd;  and  -we  find 
the  spelling  nonet  in  the  allit.  Morte 
Axthnre,  923. 

Boos,  pt  3.  qflRyae. 

Boost,  &  rocurt  meat,  A  ao6, 

Bopen,  pp,  reaped,  L.  74. 

Bore,  $.  uproar,  T.  v.  45. 

Bore,  ger.  to  roar,  T.  iv.  373 ;  JM*.  f.  re- 
Bonnds,  A'^SSi. 

Boring,  «.  loud  lament,  £  3364. 

Boee,  «.  rose,  B.  i7cx> ;  ffer,  of  the  rose,  A 
1038. 

Bose-leef,  «.  rose-leaf,  B.  905. 

Bose-garlond,  &  garland  of  roses,  HF. 
135. 

Bosen,  adj.  made  of  roses,  B.  845 ;  Bo- 
sene,  a4j'  d^,  rosy,  B  2.  m  8.  6. 

Boser,  &  rose-bush,  B.  1651,  1659 ;  I  858. 

Boae-reed,  adj.  red  as  a  rose.  Or  254. 

Boste,  V,  roast,  A  383 ;  pp.  A  147. 

Bosy  hewed,  of  rosy  hue,  T.  ii.  1196. 

Bote,  «.  (i)  root,  A  a,  423 ;  the  radix,  ftin- 
damental  principle,  Q-  1461 ;  source, 
B  358 ;  ie.  foot,  £  58 ;  on  roU^  firmly 
rooted,  T.  ii  1378;  kerU  rote^  bottom 
of  the  heart,  I>  471 ;  (2)  root,  the  tabu- 
lated number  written  opposite  a  given 
fixed  date,  A.  iL  44.  3  ;  the  '  epo^ '  of 
a  nativity,  B  314. 
Bote,  8.  rote ;  &y  rote^  by  rote,  by  heart, 

A  327,  B  1712. 
Bote,  a.  a  musical  stringcn  instrument, 
a  kind  of  fiddle,  of  Celtio  origin  ;  said 
to  be  a  fiddle  with  three  strings,  A  236^ 
O.  F.  TotA,  from  O.  H.  Gt.  hroUa,  roUa, 
liow  Lat.  chroUa ;  of  Celtic  origin,  from 
O.  Irish  crot  (OaeL  cruU,  W.  crwth); 
whence  also  £.  crowd, 
Botelees,  adj.  rootless,  T.  iv.  770. 
Boten,  <idj.  rotten,  A  3873 ;  corrupt,  filthy, 

I  139- 
Boteu-berted,    adj.    rotten-hearted,   I 

689. 
Botie,  pr.  &  gtibj.  render  rotten,  A  4407. 
Bonghte ;  see  Beoohe. 
Bonketh,   pr.  a.    cowers,    crouches,   is 

huddled  up,  A  1308. 
Boule,  V.  gad  (lit.  roll),  D  653. 
Bourn,  adj,  roomy,  spacious,  A  4x26. 
Bonm,  a.  room,  spare,  L.  1999. 
Boumer,  adj,  laiger,  A  4145. 
Boiinoy,  a.  a  hackney,  nag,  A  390b 
Honnde,  adv.  roundly,  ie.  easily,  with 

an  easy  (not  jerky)  motion,  B  2076; 

melodiously,  0  331. 


Bounded,  pt  a.  stood  out  in  a  rounded 

form,  A  263. 
Boundel,  a.  roundel,  roundelay,  a  kind 

of  poem,  A  1529 ;    a  small  circle,  HF. 

791,  798. 
Boundnesses,  pi.  orbs,  orbits,  B  4.  m 

6.52. 
Boune,  v.  whisper,  B  2025 ;  ger.  D  1572 ; 

pt  a,  HF.  2044.    ^  3.  rardaiL 
Boute,  a.  company,  rout,  troop,  band, 

train,  A  622, 889, 2153 ;  number,  B.  1667 ; 

fiock,  B.  909  i  pLT.u.  62a 
Boute  (i),  V.  roar,  T.  iii.  743;  murmur, 

HF.  1038 ;  gar.  to  snore,  3.  179 ;  pr.  a. 

snores,  A  3647.    A.  S.  hmtan. 
Boute  (2),  V,  assemble  in  a  company,  B 

540. 
Southe,  a,  pity,  ruth,  compassion,  mercy, 

F  1261,  1349;   lamentation,  L.  669;  a 
•    pity,  a  sad  thing,  A  914. 
Bouthelees,   a^.    ruthless,   pitiless,    B 

863. 
Bouting,  a.  snoring,  A  4x66,  4214  ;  whiz- 
sing  noise,  HF.  1933. 
Bowe,  a.  row,  3.  975  j  line,  HF.  448  ;  hyr., 

in  a  row,  T.  iL  970 ;   Bowes,  pt  rays, 

beams(oflight),  4.  2. 
Howe,  adv.  roughly,  angrily,  G  861. 
Bowed,  pp.  rowed,  T.  i.  969. 
Bowm,  a4j,  roomy,   large,  wide,  A.  i. 

2.3.      . 
Bowne,  ger.  to  whisper,  T.  iii  568. 
Bowthe,  a.  ruth,  pity,  3,  465;    sorrow, 

3.  97. 
Boyaltee,  a.  royalty,  £  928. 
Boyleth,  pr,  a,  meanders,  wanders,  B  i 

m  7.  la 
Boyne,  a.  roughness,  B.  553. 
Boynous,  adj,  rough,  B.  988. 
Bubbe,  V.  rub  out,  8.  6. 
Bubee,  a.  ruby,  HF.  1362. 
Bubible,  a,  ribibe,  rebeck,  A  3331. 
Bubifying,  a.  rubefiiction,  reddening,  G 

797- 
Bubriche,  a.  rubric,  D  346. 
Buby,  a.  ruby,  12.  4.  Bubies,  pt  4.  246. 
Buddok,  a.  redbreast,  robin,  5.  349. 
Bude,  adj,  harsh,  B.  752 ;  poor,  £  916 ; 

inhospitable,  H  170 ;  of  humble  birth, 

D  1 172. 
Budeliohe,  adv.  rudely,  A  734. 
Budenesse,  a,  booiishness,  T.  iv.   1677; 

rusticity,  £  397. 
Buggy,  adj.  rough,  A  2883. 
Bule,  imp.  pt  r^rulate,  order,  I  592  ;  pp. 

aa  adj.  well-mannered,  L.  163. 
Bum,  ram,    ruf ;   nonsense   words,   to 

imitate  alliteration,  I  43. 
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Bambel,' t.    nunbling   noioe,    A    1979; 

nmumr,  E  997. 
Bmnbletli,  jpr.  a.  movM  to  and  fro  with 

an  indistinct  mormuxing  noise,   HF. 

load. 
Bumblincef  a,  noise,  D  3153. 
Bused,  pt  8.  roused  herself,  roshed  away, 

3*  d^'* 

Busshlng,  jprvf.  pt,  rushing,  A  1641. 

Buste,  ger,  to  rust,  A  502 ;  pr,  §.  auJ^, 
rust,  A  soo- 

Busty,  adj.  rusty,  A  618 ;  besmirched  as 
-with  rust,  B.  159. 

Byal,  adj,  royal,  1.  144  i  Bial,  2.  59. 

Byde,  v,  ride,  A  37,  94,  loa;  ride  at 
anchor,  L.  968 ;  Byden,  ffer.  (wUh  oat), 
to  go  on  expeditions,  A  45 ;  Byde,  ger. 
{with  out),  to  ride  abroad  to  inspect,  B 
"55;  ("0©  Outrydere);  Bydestow, 
ridest  thou,  D  1386 ;  Bit,  pr.  i.  rides, 
A  974 ;  B66d,  pt.  a.  rode,  A  169 ;  BIden, 
I  pt.  pi,  (we)  rode,  A  835 ;  p<.  pi.  C  968  ; 
BIden,  pp.  ridden,  B  199a 

Byding,  a.  jousting,  or  riding  in  pro- 
cession, A  4377. 

Bym,  8,  rime  (usually  mispelt  rhyme), 
B  aii5,  aii8;  Byrne,  dot  HP.  623;  a 
tale  in  verse,  B  1899  j  verse,  D  1127; 
pi.  B  96.    A.  S.  rim. 

Byrne,  v.  describe  in  verse,  put  into 
rime  {or  rhyme),  A  1459,  B  aiaa. 

Bymeyed,  pp.  rimed,  or  rhymed,  P  711 ; 
see  above. 

Byxning,  a.  riming,  or  rhyming,  verse- 
making,  B  aijo;  the  art  of  riming,  B 
48. 

Byot,  a.  riotous  living,  C  465. 

Byotour,  a.  roysterer,  C  692. 

Eys,  a,  spray,  branch,  twig,  B.  1015;  A 
3334,    A.  8.  hrU, 

Byse,  ger.  to  rise,  A  33  ;  to  get  up,  F375; 
Bist,  pr.  a.  rises,  A  3688,  4193  ;  arises,  T. 
L  944 ;  B66S,  i  pt.  a.  rose,  2.  17 ;  pt.  a.  A 
833 ;  Bisen,  pp.  A  1065 ;  Biseth,  imp.  pL 
I  161. 

Byve,  ger.  to  pierce,  T.  v.  1560;  v.  thrust, 
L.  1793 ;  pierce,  C  838 ;  tear,  E  1336 ; 
B66f,  pL  a.  rove,  rived,  pierced,  L.  661, 
1351.    IceL  r%/in. 


Sable,  a,  sable,  Uaok,  4.  384. 
Baohels,  a.  pi.  bags,  B  i.  p  3.  83. 
Saorement,  a.  the  eucharist,  1 583. 
Saorifjre,  v.  do  sacrifice,  L.  1348. 
Baori^se,  a,  sacrifice,  L.  131a 
Sacrilege,  s.  I  801 ;   sorcery,  B  x.  p.  4. 
383. 


Bad,  adj.  stable,  firm,  I  139,  310; 
A  3985;  sober,  E  sao,  337;  fixeid,  con- 
stant, unmoved,  settled,  E  693,  751; 
sad,  B.  311 ;  devoted,  33.  9;  trustv. 
H  375;  serious,  grave,  3.  91S;  cmlm. 
settled,  G-  397;  staid,  L.  1581,  i8;<. 
earnest,  HF.  3089;  Sadde,  pL  gxa^f. 
E  looa ;  steady,  3.  860;  disoreat,  B  135 
sure,  H  358. 

Sadel,  f.  saddle,  L.  1199. 

SadeUbowe,  a.  saddle>bow,  A  3691. 

Sadly,  adv.  firmly,  A  3603 ;  discreetly,  B 
1366;  steadfosdy,  I  134;  caieifiillyf  P 
3164;  firmly,  tightly,  E  iioo;  vjosdnt- 
iaglji  B  743. 

Badnesse,  a.  soberness,  staidness,  B  159: : 
patience,  E453. 

Saffiron  with,  ger.  to  tinge  with  mmSnc^ 
to  colour,  O  345. 

Safflronn,  a. ;  like  saffiron  =  of  a  bri^ 
yellowish  colour,  B  i9aa 

Sak,  &  sack,  B.  457;  Sakkes,  j>{.  bagsi.  li.  1 1 1& 

Bakked,  pp.  put  in  a  sack,  A  4070W 

Sal,  pr.  a.  shall  (Northern),  A  4043. 

Sal  armoniak,  a.  sal  ammoniac,  O  70^ 
834.  Lat.  sot  armenfaeum,  Armenisc 
salt.  Sal  ammoniae^  chloride  of  aa^- 
monium.  The  word  amumiae  oertainlj 
answers  to  the  Lat  Armeniaewm  in 
the  old  treatises.  Yet  the  right  spell- 
ing is  ammoiitoe. 

Sal  peter,  a.  saltpetre,  G  808.  Let.  aal 
petnE,  rock-salt;  mtxate  of  potaasa;— 
called  also  nitre. 

Sal  preparat,  a  prepared  salt,  G  8ia 

Sal  tartre,  a.  salt  of  tartar,  G  8ia  *5stt 
cf  tartar^  carbonate  of  potash ;  .  .  . 
fbrat  prepaxed  fiom  cream  of  tartar'; 
Webster. 

Salewe,  v.  salute,  I  407;  jm*.  a.  B  u84: 
Salewed,pp.  F  131a 

Salowe,  adj.  sallow,  B.  355.  (But  read 
./bioiM.) 

Salte,  adj.  d^.  salt,  L.  1463. 

Saluing,  a.  salutation,  A  1649. 

Saluwe,  ger.  to  salute,  T.  iii.  17^ ;  Safai««i 
I  pt  s.  L.  315. 

Salvaoioun,  a.  salvatkm,  4.  313 ;  aeoarity. 
B  3361. 

Salve,  a.  salve,  cure,  T.  iv.  944  ;  pi.  heal- 
ing remedies,  A  3713. 

Salwes,  pL  villow-twigs,  osiem,  D  655. 

Samit,  a.  samite,  a  rich  and  glossy  silk 
material,  T.  i  109 ;  robe  made  of  samite, 
B.  836,  873. 

Sang,  a.  song  (NorthemX  A  417a 

Sangwiii,  a.  stuff  of  a  blood-red  coloar, 
A  439. 
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kbn«rwyn,<ui^'.  rerymddy,  A  ai68 ;  blood- 

i«<i»  A  333. 
lans,  j^rep.  withoat,  B  50Z. 
Sapliixes,  t.  j)I.  sapphires,  B  365S. 
3&piezioe,  wisdom,  B  3184 ;  pi.  kinds  of 

intelligenoe,  G-  338. 
Saxs^,  9.  sexge,  A  2568. 
SarpialOTS,  f.  pi.  sacks  made  of  ooane 

c&nvas,  B  I.  p  3.  82.    Cf.  F.  terpiUiire. 
Sarsineflshe,   a^.   Sazaoenio,   B.    1188. 

If  sartinetshe  can  be  taken  as  a  sb.,  it 

xaay  refer  to  tarmuL 
Bat ;  pL  s.  itTSitte. 
SatJji,  SL  satin,  3.  253. 
Batisfaooioun,  <.  penance,  I  87;   resti- 

tixtion,  1 108. 
Sauf,  adj.  safe,  safely  kept,  G  950;   in 

safety,  4.  197. 
Sauf,  jprep.  save,  except,  A  2180. 
Sanfly,  adv.  safely,  -with  safety,  B  2373, 

4398. 
Bauc^  pt,  8.  qfSee, 
Baiile,  A  sonl  (Northern),  A  4187. 
Sauna,  prep,  -without ;  aaungJiUlU,  with- 
out fail,  certainly,  KF.  188,  429.    See 
Sans. 
Sauter,  a.  psalter,  B.  431. 
Sautiye,  a.  psaltery,  a  kind  of  harp,  A 

296,  32»3»  3305*  H  268. 
Savaoioon,  t.  salvation,  T.  ii  381,  563; 
wiihoute  any  aavadoun^  without  saving 
any,  HP.  208. 
Save,  «.  sage  (the  plant),  A  27x3. 
Save,  prep,  and  conj,  save,  except,  A  683 ; 
Save  your  grace,  by  your  leave,  B  226a 
Saven,  ger.  to  save,  keep,  i.  117 ;  pr.  «. 
guibj.  may  (He)  save,  A  3108 ;  pp.  kept 
inviolate,  F  531. 
Save-garde, «.  safoKsonduct,  T.  iv.  139. 
Saveonr,  $.  saviour,  19.  16. 
Saveren,  pr.  pL  mind,  oaie  for,  I  82a 
Savinge,  prep,  except,  A  2838. 
Savoringe, «.  taste,  1 207. 
Savorous,  adj.  pleasant,  B.  84. 
Savory,  adj.  pleasant,  T.  i.  405. 
Savour,  a.  savour,  D  2196 ;  pleasantness, 
F  204;  pleasure,  10.  20;  smeU,  G  887; 
scent,  B.  925;  interest,  T.  H  269;  |k. 
odours,  5.  274. 
Savoure,  v,  taste,  D  171 ;  pr.  pi.  mind, 
care  for,  1 820 ;  imp.  8.  have  relish  for, 

13.5. 
Savoured,  04/.  perftuned,  B.  547. 
Savouringe,  a.  tasting,  1 959. 
Savourly,  adj.  enjoyably,  A  3735. 
Sowoefleem,  adj*  covered  with  pimples 

(due  to  an  excess  of  humour  called 

aalaapfUegma),  A  625^ 


Sa^re,  a.  saying,  speech,  A  1163 ;   word, 

B  2925 ;  discourse,  G  69X. 
Sawe,  Say ,-  see  See. 
Sayde,  said ;  see  Seye. 
Saylonn,  pL  dancers  (who  leap  in  danc- 
ing), B.  77a   *■  SaiUeor^  Sailleur^  sauteur, 

danseur';  Godefrc>y. 
Soabbe,  a.  scab,  B.  553;    a  disease  of 

sheep,  G  358. 
Scalded,  pp.  burnt,  A  3853. 
Scale,  a.  scale,  or  rather,  double  scale, 

for  measuring  both  by  umbra  recta  and 

umbra  verso,  A.  i  12.  3. 
Soalle,  a.  scab,  8.  3. 
Soalled,  pp.  having  the  seall,  scabby, 

scurfy,  A  627. 
Soantitee,  a.  scantiness,  1 431. 
Soautnease,  a.  scarcity,  1 42a 
Soapen,  v.  escape,  T.  v.  908. 
Soarlet-reed,  o^;.  scarlet-red,  B  4351. 
Soarmiahing,  a.  skirmish,  L.  1910. 
Soansyoha,  a.  skirmish,  T.  v.  1508. 
Soars,  adj.  parsimonious,  B  2789. 
Soarsetee,  a.  scarcity,  B  279a 
Soarsly,  adv.  parsimoniously,  A  583. 
Soatered,  pp.  scattered,  G  914. 
Soatlie,  a.  scathe,  harm,  misfortune,  *a 

pity,'  A  446;   Polymitea  to  ac.,  to  the 

harm  of  P.,  T.  v.  938. 
Soatheles,  adv.  harmlessly,  B.  155a 
Soienoe,  a,  science,  knowledge,   5.    25; 

learned  writing,  B  1666 ;  wisdom,  1 229. 
Sclat,  a.  slate,  11.  34. 
Solaundre,  a.  slander,  HF.  1580 ;  ill-fame, 

disgrace,  £  722 ;  scandal,  I  137. 
Solave,  a.  slave,  T.  iiL  391. 
Solendre,  adj.  slender,  slight  in  make, 

A  587 ;  thin,  B  3147 ;  poor,  B  4023. 
Sooohouna,    pi.    escutcheons,    painted 

shields,  B.  893. 
Soole,  a.  school,  B  1685,  1694;  manner, 

fashion,  A   125,  3329;   discipline,  T.  i. 

634 ;  *  the  schools,'  D  2186. 
Soole-matere,  a.  subject  for  disputation 

in  the  schools,  D  1272. 
Sooler,  a.  scholar,  A  aOo. 
Soolering,  a.  young  scholar,  note  to  D 

44;  line  6. 
Soole-termes,  pL  school-terms,  £  1569. 
Sooleward;     to     scoleward  =:  toward 

school,  B  1739. 
Sooleye,  ger.  to  study,  A  302. 
Soomes,  a.  pL  foam,  lather,  B  4.  m  7.  61. 

Lit.  *  scums.' 
Soore,  imp.  a.  notch,  out,  mark,  B  1606. 
Soorkleth,  pr.  a.  scorches,  shrivels,  B  2. 

m6.  28. 
Soomed,  pt.  a.  3.  927;  jested  at,  B  4377. 
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Scorning,  a.  Kom,  T.  i  105. 

Scorpion,  a.  E  2058;   si^  of  Scorpio, 

HF.  948. 
Soot,  a  hone's  name,  A  6i5,  D  1543. 
Scourges,  &  pL  whips,  plagaes,  £  1157. 
Sconrging,  &  correction,  4.  42. 
Scrippe,  «.  scrip,  bag,  D  1737. 
Scripture,  a.  writing,   inscription,  (on 

a  xingX  T.  iii.  1369  ;  passage  of  writing, 

L.  1144 ;  pL  manuscripts,  A  2044. 
Scrit,  a.  writing,  deed,  E  1697 ;  T.  ii  1130. 
Sorivenish,  adv.  like  a  scrivener,  T.  ii. 

1026. 
ScriveTn,  a.  scribe,  8.  i. 
Seche,  per.  to  seek,  ie.  to  be  sought  for 

(it  was  easily  had),  A  784 ;  to  seek  ont, 

D909. 
Secree,  adj.  secret,  tmsty,  5.  395;  secret, 

B  3351 ;  able  to  keep  secrets,  D  946. 
Seoree,  adv.  secretly,  F  1109. 
Secree,  a.  a  secret,  B  3211 ;  Secree  of 

secrees,  secret  of  secrets,  Lat.  Seoreta 

Secretonun  (the  name  of  a  book),  G 

1447. 
Seoreenesse,  a.  secrecy,  B  773. 
Secrely,  adv.  secretly,  B  763 
Seote,  a.  sect,  company,  E  1171 ;  religion, 

faith  (lit.  *  following'),  F  17. 
Seouler,  a.  a  layman,  B  4640. 
Sede,  V.  bear  seed,  7.  306. 
See,  a.  sea,  A  59 ;  jiUle  sm,  high  tide,  A. 

iL46.4. 

See,  a.  seat,  HF.  1361 ;  seat  of  empire,  B 
3339 ;  pL  seats  HF.  laia 

See,  V.  see,  L.  3560 ;  ger.  to  see,  look,  F 
366;  to  look  (npon),  3.  1177;  aa  jut 
shall  see,  4.  190;  Seestow,  seest  thou, 
HF.  911 ;  Say,  i  pt  a.  saw,  T.  v.  993 ; 
Say,  pL  a.  saw,  B  4304 ;  Sey,  pt.  a.  B  1, 
7 ;  Seigh,  i  pt  a.  saw,  A  193 ;  Seigh, 
pt  a.  A  1066,  F  850;  Sangh,  t  pt  a, 
saw,  A  764  ;  pe.  s.  A  850,  1400 ;  Sy,  pt  a. 
G  1381 ;  Sawe,  2  pt  a.  sawest,  B  848 ; 
Sangh,  aptpLG  iia6  (with  ye) ;  Sawe, 
pt.  pi  B  ai8;  Seye,  pt  pi.  saw,  T.  iv. 
720 ;  Seyen,  pt.  ji.  Q  110 ;  Syen,  pt  pi. 
B  2879,  4568 ;  Sye,  pt  pi.  £  1804 ;  pr. 
a.  auitj.  may  (he)  behold  or  protect,  B 
156 ;  Sawe,  pt  a.  auij.  were  to  see,  A 
144 ;  Seyn,  pp.  seen,  B  1863 ;  Beye,  pp. 

Seed-foul,  «.  birds  living  on  seeds,  5. 

5". 
Seek,  adj,  sick,  ill,  L.  2409,  2436 ;  d^.  A 

424  ;  Seke,  d^.  aa  a.  man  in  a  fever,  5. 

104  ;  Seke,  pt.  A  18,  245. 
Seel  (i),  a.  bliss,  A  4339.    A.  S.  scsL 
Seel  (2),  $.  seal,  B  88a. 


Seemlineese,  a,  dignity  of  bearing.  L 

1041. 
Seemly,  04/.  delicate,  pleasing,   12.  v 

seemly,  L.  J074. 
Seestow,  seest  thoo,  HF.  911. 
Beetypt  a.  sat  (fSnlsefbrm,  doe  to  pi  aeLm 

A  2075. 
Seetes,  pi.  seats,  A  358a 
Seeth,  pt  a.  seethed,  boiled,  S  237. 
Sege,  a.  throne,  B  i.  p  4.  S85;  siege  L 

1696. 
Seggen,  1  pr.  pi  say,  T.  iv.  194. 
Seigh,  pe.<L0/ See. 
Sein,  ger. ;  That  is  to  sein,  that  ie  to  »:. 

A.  pr.  26. 
Seinte,  adj.  fern,  holy,  D  1824. 
Seintnarie,  a.  sanetoary,  1 7S1  ;  a  oooff* 

orated  object,  C  953. 
Seistow,  sayest  thoa,  A  1125. 
Ssith,  pr.  a.  says,  A  178. 
Seke  ;  see  Seek,  adj. 
Seke,  V.  search  thnmgh,  B  (So ;  aeek.  F 

1633;  ger.  A  13,  510;  to  seek,  ie  t 

matter  for  search,  Q-  874 ;  8ekest>->«. 

seekest  thoo,  T.  iii.  1455 ;  Seken  to,  i  /^. 

pi.  press  towards,  2.  91 ;  2  pr.  pi.  s6ar::L 

through,  B  137;  Soghte,  i  pC  «.  soofffat. 

A.  it  45.  II  ;pC.t.siiV*'*<^eretoezamlQ& 

C488. 
Sekemes,  a.  security,  7.  345- 
Sekirly,  adv.  certainly,  L.  i^  a. 
Selde,  adj.  pt  few,  E  146. 
Selde,  adv.  seldom,  A 1539,  B  3343 ;  Geldeai. 

B  3594 ;  Seld,  B  3343. 
Seted,  pp.  sealed,  B  7361. 
Seles,  pL  seals,  T.  iii  1462. 
Selily,  adv.  happily,  B  3.  p  4.  961 
Selinesse,  a.  happiness,  T.  iii  813. 
Selle,  a.  dot  boarding,  A  3833.    A  Keniisb 

fbrm ;  M.E.  MiUe,  aOla ;  A.S.  syllw  i  Alo'^ 

=  ground  beneath  the  boards.) 
Selle,  V.  sell,  F  1563  ;  barter,  A  378 :  /f 

to  aeUAy  for  sale,  D  414  ,*  to  ssBe,  for  n!^. 

A  3821 ;  Solde,  pt  a.  mtbj.  were  to  sell. 

R.452. 
Selly,  adj.  wonderftil  (ICSS  selyX  HF. 

513.    A.S.  Mllic,  aaldUc,  strange. 
Sely,  adj.  happy,  T.  iv.  503;  kind,  4.  S9: 

good,  B  1702 ;  holy,  B  682 ;  innocent 

simple,  A  3404 ;  poor,  pitiable,  T.  i  871 , 

wretched,  A  3896 ;  hapless,  L.  1354, 1330. 

A.S.  aalig. 
Semblable,  adj.  like,  B  3394. 
Semblaunoe,  a.  Ukeness,  B.  495 ;  a.pjpeu- 

anoe,  B.  145. 
Semblaunt,  a.  appearance,  semblance 

look,  £  938,  F  516 ;  inhira.,  apparently 

B.863. 
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iezne,  v,  aiypear,  seem,  F  icu ;  per.  to 
seem  (to),  T.  i  747 ;  j>r.  j>L  P  869 ;  jjt  8, 
(tliere)  seemed,  A  2<^ ;  imperi,  (it) 
seexzied,  A  39,  E  296;  Aim  Bemedf  it 
seeiEaed  to  them^  they  sappoeed,  F  56 ; 
the^  jp&ple  9emed  =  it  seemed  to  the 
people,  the  people  supposed,  F  aoi. 
lexnelilLede,  a.  seemliness,  comeliness^ 

H.  1 130;  graceftdness,  B.  777. 
lemely,  a^j.  seemly,  comely,  A  751. 
lexnely,  adv.  becomingly,  A  133. 
Semes,  s.  pi,  seams,  I  622, 
iemioope,  «.  half-cope,  short  cope,  A  a6a. 
iemizis,  a.  appearance,  3.  944 ;  to  my  «:, 

as  it  appears  to  me,  B  1858. 
Sexnisoxin,  s.  half-sonnd,  ie.  suppressed 

sound,  A  3697. 
^enatorie,  $.  senatorial  rank,  B  3.  p  4. 93. 
3exxatoiir,  «.  senator,  L.  584. 
Senear,  a.  censer,  A  534a 
Bencinse,  prea.  pt,  censing,  perftiming 

ivith  incense,  A  3341. 
Bendsl,  a.  a  thin  silk,  A  440. 
Bende,  v,  send,  B  144  ;  Sent,  pr.  a.  E  1151 ; 
Sende,  pt  a.  sent,  A  4136  ;  Sente,  pt,  a, 
B  3927 ;  Sendeth,  imp.  pi.  send  ye,  C  614 ; 
Sente,  pL  a.  aubj*  'vrould  send,  B  1091. 
Sena,  ad^.  visible,  manifest,  apparent,  A 
i34»  934,  F  645.    A.S.  gealne,  geayne,  adj. 
evident,  visible. 
Sena,  ger.  to  behold,  to  see,  L.  1034;  to 
look  at,  L.  3649 ;  to  look  on,  D  1245 ;  to 
seem,  L.  234;  on  to  sens,  to  look  on, 
li.  2435. 
Senge,  v.  singe,  D  349;  Seynd,i>p.  broiled, 

B4Q35- 
Sengle,  adj.  single,  unmarried,  £  1667. 
Senith,  a.  (i)  the  zenith,  A.  i  x8.  4,  33.  6  ; 
(3)  the  point  where  a  given  azimuth- 
circle  meets  the  horizon,  A.  i  19.  13 ; 
the  point  of  sunrise,  A.  ii  31.  13. 
Sensibilitees,  a.  pL  perceptions,  B  5. 

m  4.  8. 
Sensible,  adj.  perceptible  by  the  senses, 

B  5.  p  4.  313. 

Sent,  -e ;  see  Sande. 

Sentament,  a.  feeling,  &noy,  T.  ii  13; 
susceptibility,  T.  iii  43  ;  passion,  L.  69. 

Sentanoe,  a.  meaning,  drift,  £  3388 ;  con- 
tents, 0  190 ;  subject,  B  1753 ;  opinion, 
B  113,  3992  ;  decision,  5.  530;  meaning, 
sentiment,  instruction,  A  306,  798; 
tenor,  theme,  HF.  1 100;  decision,  speech, 
5.  383 ;  judgement,  order,  1 17 ;  verdict, 
G  366 ;  general  meaning,  I  58. 

Saptemtrioun,  a.  north,  B  3657. 

Septentrional,  adj.  northern,  A.  iL  4a 
50 ;  Septentrionalis,  jpl.  A,  ii  40.  36, 


Sepulore,  a.  tomb,  D  498. 

Sepulture,  a.  mode  of  burial,  T.  v.  399 ; 

burial,  L.  2553 ;  tomb,  A  2854. 
Berohen,  v,  search,  B  2597;  pr.  pi.  go 

about,  haunt,  D  867. 
Sereyns,  a.  pi.  sirens,  R.  684. 
Sergeaunt  of  the  Iiawe,  sergeant-at- 

law,  A  309. 
Serie,  a.  process,  argument,  A  3067. 
Sermone,  ger.  to  preach,  speak,  G  879. 
Sermoning,  s.  argument,  A  3091 ;  talk, 

A  3597. 

Sermoun,  a.  disoourse,  L.  2035 ;  T.  ii  965 ; 
tale,  T.  ii  1115 ;  pi.  writings,  B  87. 

Servftge,  a.  servitude,  thraldom,  A  1946, 
B368. 

Servant,  a.  lover,  A 1814 ;  servant,  D 1501. 

Servisable,  ad;/,  willing  to  serve,  A  99 ; 
serviceable,  £  191 1 ;  usefhl,  E  979, 

Servitour,  a,  servant,  D  3185. 

Servitute,  a.  servitude,  £  798. 

Servyse,  a.  service,  serving,  A  350 ;  reli- 
gious service,  T.  i  3x5;  musical  per- 
formance, 3.  303. 

Sese,  pr,  a.  aubj.  seize,  5.  481 ;  pp,  caught, 
4.  340 ;  seised,  poss^sed,  T.  iii  445. 

Sesoon,  a.  season,  F  1Q34 ;  prime,  B.  1678. 

Bestow,  seest  thou,  T.  iii  46. 

Bete,  a.  seat,  throne,  B  3715, 1 163, 

Bete,  -n ;  see  Bitte. 

Betewale,  a.  zedoaiy,  setwall,  B.  1370. 
See  Oetewale. 

Bethe,  v.  seethe,  boil,  A  383. 

Bette,  ger.  to  set,  place,  L.  540;  aeUen 
a  myte^  care  a  mite,  T.  iii.  900;  Sette, 
X  pr,  a.  suppose,  T.  ii.  367  ;  B  3681 ;  Sette 
cas,  imagine  the  case,  B  3041 ;  2  pr,pL 
esteem,  T.  ii.  432 ;  Sette,  ipr.  a.  aubj.  set, 
A  391 1 ;  Set,  pr.'  a,  setteth,  sets,  3.  loi ; 
D  1983;  cares,  T.  iii.  833;  puts,  3.  635; 
Sette,  I  pt.  a.  counted,  regarded,  1)  659 ; 
Sette  me,  placed  myself,  L.  115 ;  aette 
not  a  kera,  accounted  not  worth  a  cress, 
A  3756;  Sette  at  nought,  counted  as 
nothing,  F  831 ;  Sette  him,  sat  down, 
C  307 ;  Sette  hir,  sat,  B  339 ;  Sette  her 
on  knees,  knelt  down,  B  638 ;  Sette  hem, 
seated  themselves,  L.  301 ;  C  775 ;  Setten 
hem  adoun,  set  themselves,  G-  396 ;  Set, 
pp.  placed,  A  133,  3538 ;  put,  B  440 ;  set, 
B.  846 ;  appointed,  4. 5* ;  E  774 ;  wholly 
devoted,  6.  100 ;  toel  aet,  seemly,  3.  828 ; 
aet  the  wrigktea  cappe  =  made  a  fool  of 
him,  A  3143 ;  Set,  imp.  «.  stake  (as  at 
dice),  T.  iv.  633. 

Beur,  adj.  sure,  B  3643,  3953. 

Beur,  adv,  surely,  T.  iii  1633. 

Beurly,  adv,  surely,  B  3913. 
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Senrtee,  s.  surety,  A  1604,  6.243. 
Sewe,  V.  follow,  95.  12;  enstie,  B  2619, 

2692  ;  pt,  M.  pTursaed,  B  4537. 
Sewes,  &  pi.  lit  jaioes,  gravies;   used 

here   for  seasoned  dishes,  delicacies, 

F67. 
Sewing,  adj.  conformable,  in  proportion, 

similar,  3.  959^    Lit.  *  following.* 
Sexte,  sizth,  HF.  1727. 
Sexteyn,  a  sacristan,  B  3216, 
Bejf  I  pL  8.  saw,  3.  1089 ;  Seyn,  pp,  seen, 

B  173,  634.    See  See. 
Seye,  v.  say,  A  738  ;  to  be  told,  B  706 ;  to 

seyn,  A  384 ;  fir  to  seye,  to  say,  A  468 ; 

thU  is  to  my%  A  181 ;  that  is  to  §eyn^  A 

797;    Seistow,  sajrest  thon,  B  tio;   at 

fcho  seyth,  like  one  who  says,  L  e.  so  to 

speak,  T.  v.  883 ;  Seggen,  i  pr.  pL  say,  T. 

iy.  194 ;  Seydestow,  saidest  then,  G  334  ; 

Seyd,  ^.  B  49 ;  Seyeth,  imp.  pi.  say  jre, 

A  1868. 
Seyl,*.  sail,  A  696,  353a. 
8eyn,i>p.  seen,  B  1863,  447«. 
Seynd,  pp.  singed,  i  e.  broiled,  B  4^35. 
Seynt,  a  saint,  3. 13 19 ;  Sfiynt  (dtMyUoMc), 

A  I30,  509,  687,  D  1564 ;  Seynte,  saint 

(or  holy),  A  1731. 
Seyst,  a  pr.  8.  sayest,  B  109 ;  Seystow, 

ipr.  t.  sayest  thou,  A  3490. 
Shaar,  a  a  plough-share,  A  5763. 
Shad,  -de ;  see  Shede. 
Shadwe,  a  shadow,  B  7,  10;  shade,  3. 

436 ;  scene,  B  3.  p  3.  89 ;  Shadowe,  re> 

flection,  R.  1539. 
Shadwed,  pp.  shadowed,  shaded,  A  607. 
Shaft,  a  wooden  part  of  an  arrow,  A 

1363 ;  pi.  shafts  of  spears,  A  26^5. 
Shal,  I  pr.  8.  owe,  T.  iii  1649;  owe(toX  T. 

iii.  791 ;  shall  (do  so),  F  688 ;  must,  A 

853 ;  am  to  be,  3.  53  ;  am  to  (go),  G  303  ; 

Shalt,  apr.  a  must  go,  D 1636 ;  Shaltow, 

apr,  8.  Shalt  thou,  A  3575 ;  Shal,  pr.  8. 

shall  be,  T.  v.  833 ;  is  to  be,  HP.  83 ; 

must,  is  to,  A  187 ;  must  (come),  T.  iv. 

1106 ;  will,  L.  1376 ;  must  (do  so),  Bi.  387 ; 

owes,  F  750 ;   Sholde,  1  pt.  8.  should, 

B  56  ;  ought  (to  have  done  so),  3.  laoo ; 

Sholdestow,    shouldst    thou,     10.    60 ; 

wouldst  thou,  D  1944 ;   Sholde,  pt.  a 

should,  A  184 ;  ought  to,  B  44  ;  had  to, 

E  515  ;  was  to,  B  3891 ;  would,  B  3637 ; 

Shul,  I  pr,  pi.  must,  have  to,  B  351 ; 

must,  B  1900;  ShuUen,  3  pr.  pi.  shall, 

B  4653 ;  Shullen,  pr.  pL  must,  A  3014. 
Shale,  a  shell,  HF.  1281. 
Shalmyea,  pL  shawms,  HF.  13 18. 
Shame,  a  A  503 ;  Shame  of  his  degree, 

i.  e.  lest  it  should  shame  his  condition 


(a«   husband),   F   753;   Shamiw    detk 
shameful  death,  B  819,  E  2577. 

Shamen,  v.  put  to  shame,  F  1565;  t^ 
shamethj  it  shames  thee,  thoa  ar. 
ashamed,  B  loi. 

ShftinfaBt,  adj.  modest,  shy,  A  2055,  €<:■ 
shame-laced,  ashamed,  B.  467. 

ShamfantneMe,  a  modesty,  A  840  ;  aenst 
of  shame,  1 985. 

Shap,  a  A  1889 ;  privy  member,  I  42JL 

Bhapen,  v.  plan,  devise,  A  3403 ;  fis^ 
means  (to  do),  A  809 ;  jvr.  a  intends.  L 
1389;  Shape,  pr.  pL  dispoee,  B  39^ 
Shapen  hem,  intend,  F  214  ;  Sh66p.  ^ 
8.  befel,  T.  ii.  61 ;  devised,  planned,  T.  I 
207 ;  nuMle,  gave,  L.  2569 ;  prepared  for. 
E  198 ;  plotted,  B  2543 ;  created,  E  90; 
contrived,  E  946 ;  Shoop  me,  iptg-vji 
addressed  myself,  2.  20 ;  prepared  mr- 
self,  L.  180 ;  Shoop  him,  pt.  a  t^  ^.c 
ready,  L.  625;  determined,  F  8ao: 
Shopen,  pt  pL  made  ready,  B  soos- 
Shapen,  pp.  determined,  A  1108;  dp- 
stined,  A 1392 ;  shaped,  L.  2014 ;  plannc^L 
B  951 ;  prepared,  B  249 ;  appointed.  B 
253  ;  disposed  (themselves),  B  142 ;  builw 
7'  $57 ;  ont  out,  T.  iii  734 ;  Shape,  pp. 
destined,  'ordained,  A  1225 ;  allotted.  T. 
ii  28a ;  created,  B  3099 ;  imp.  pL  rtfi. 
dispose  yourself,  B  2307. 

Shaply,  adj.  fit,  A  373  ;  likely,  T.  iv.  14.U 

Shiffpe,  adv.  sharply,  B  2073. 

Shave,  v.  shave,  A  3326 ;  Shaven,  pp  cct 
smooth,  B.941 ;  Shave, pp.  shaven,  A  5S& 

Shaving,  a  a  thin  slice,  G  1239. 

Shawe,  a  wood,  A  4367,  D  1386. 

She,  she,  A  446 ;  She  . .  .  she,  one  wcmia 
and  another,  T.  ii  1747. 

She-ape,  a  female  ape,  1 424. 

Shedeth,  pr.  a  sheds,  1 577  ;  Sheddcj^tx. 
shed,  B  3447 ;  Shadde,  pL  a  poured.  B 
3921 ;  Shad,  pp.  distributed,  B  i.  m  i.  il 

Sheef,  a  sheaf,  A  104 ;  Sheves,  pL  HF. 
2140. 

Sheep,  a  a  sheep,  A  506 ;  a  meek  pence 
0432. 

Sheld,  a  shield,  A  2122;  pi.  French 
crowns  (coins  worth  3a  4d.X  A  2-fi\ 
Sheeld,  piL  B  1521. 

Shelde,  pr.  a  8ubj.  may  he  shield,  HF.  SS. 

Shende,  v.  disgrace,  T.  iv.  1577 ;  ruin,  B 
937;  render  contemptible,  T.  v.  89;; 
reproach,  T.  v.  1060 ;  destroy,  HF.  loiii ; 
Shent,  pr.  a  ruins,  I  848 ;  defiles,  185^. 
Shento,  pL  8.  harmed,  injured,  B  40^1 ; 
Shente,  pt.  a  tvStiJ.  should  destit»y,  T.  ii. 
357;  Shent,  pp.  spoilt,  T.  ii  37 ;  defeated 
L.  652 ;  scolded^  B  xtsx. 
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Bliendahipe,  a.  shame,  I  273. 
Bliene,  adj.  bright,  A  115;  glistening,  K. 
127  ;  fiur,  E  2528 ;  beaatifbl,  B  69a,  7 
X045.    A.  S.  «cdM,  tcyna. 
Bluene,  adv.  brightly,  4.  87. 
Bhepe,  «.  hire,  1 568.    See  Bhipe. 
Sfauepne,  a.  stable,  shed,  A  aooow    A.S. 

scypen.    See  Bhipnes. 
Bbere,  «.  pair  of  shears,  A  2417. 
Sliere,  get.  to  shear,  cnt,  B  3357. 
Bbarixic-liokeB,  pL  shearing-hooks,  con> 
trivanoes  for  severing  ropes  in  a  sea- 
fight,  L.  641. 
Bliexte,  a.  shirt,  A  1566 ;  chemise,  T.  iv. 

96. 
Bliet,  pp.  q/^Shette. 
Shete,  a.  sheet,  G  879 ;  j>l.  A  4140. 
Sheten,  i>.  shoot,  I  714;  Sheteth,  pr.  a. 

shoots,  B.  96a 
8h.eter,  a.  aa  adj.  fit  for  shooting,  (lit. 

shooterX  5.  i8a 
Shethe,  a.  sheath,  B  2066. 
Shette,  V.  shut,   enclose,  T.  iiL   1549; 
shnt,  dose,  D  1141 ;  Shette,  pt  a.  e^nt, 
A  3499 ;  dosed,  fastened  up,  T.  ii.  1090 ; 
Shetten,  pt  pL  shnt  np,  enclosed,  T.  i 
148 ;  Shet,  pp.  shut,  B.  539. 
Sheves,  pL  sheaves,  HF.  214a 
Slie'wethjpr.  a.  pretends,  appears,  B  2386 ; 

appears  as,  is  shewn,  A.  L  7.  9. 
Bhifte,  V.  provide,  diirtribate,  ordain,  D 

104 ;  assign,  G  278. 
SMlde,  pr.  a.  aubj.  shield,  T.  u,  1019; 

defend,  B  2098 ;  forbid,  A  34^7. 
ShixDiering,  a.  glimmer,  A  4297. 
Sliine,  a.  shin,  A  386. 
Shined,  j><.  a.  shone,  L.  2194. 
SMp,  a.  I.  16;  Shipe,  dot  (into  the)  ship, 

(into  the)  ark,  A  3540. 
Bliipe,  a.  hire,  pay,  reward,  7. 193  ;  Shepe, 

hire,  1 568.    A.  S.  scipe,  stlpendiom. 
Sliipman,  a.  sailor,  skipper,  A  388. 
Sbipnes,  pi.  stables,  sheds,  D  871.    See 

Shepne. 
Shirreve,  a.  sheriff,  A  359.    Lit  'shire- 
reeve.* 
Shiten,  pp.  defiled,  dirty,  A  504. 
Shitting,  a.  shutting,  B.  1598. 
Shivere,  a.  thin  slice,  D  184a 
Shlveren,  pr,  pL  break,  A  2605. 
Sho,  shoe,  A  253. 

Bhod,  pp.  provided  with  shoes,  HF.  98. 
Shode,  a.  parting  of  the  hair,  A  3316 ;  the 

temple  of  the  head,  A  2007. 
Shof,  pt,  a.  pushed,  T.  ILL  487. 
Shoken,  pe.  pL  shook,  B.  363. 
Sholder-bone,  «.  shoulder-blade-bone,  C 
3S«>. 


Shonde,  a.  disgrace,  HF.  88  ;  B  3098. 
Shoo,  a,  shoe,  D  492 ;  Shoos,  pi,  A  457; 

Shoon,  pL  B  1922. 
Shoof,  pt  a.  I  p.  shoved,  pushed,  B.  534 ; 

pt  a.  drove,  L.  2412. 
Shoon  (Bh66n),i>Z.  cf  Shoo. 
ShoozL.(sh66n),i>£.  a.  cfShyne. 
Shorn,  j>p.  shaven,  B  3142. 
Shorte,  v.  shorten,  D  1261 ;  to  ahorts  udth 

your  toej/e,  to  shorten  your  way  with,  A 

791. 
Shortly,  adv.  briefly,  A  30. 
Short^sholdred,  adj.  short  in  the  upi>er 

arm,  A  549^ 
Shot,  s.  a  missUe,  B  4539 ;  arrow,  A  2544. 
Shot-windowe,  a.  a  window  containing 

a  square .  division  which  opens  on  a 

hmge,  A  3358,  3695. 
Shour,  a.  shower,  T.  iv.  751 ;  onset,  con- 
flict, T.  iv.  47;  pi.  assaults,  T.  i  470. 

Cf.  E.  '  tk  ahower  of  datxtB,* 
Showvixig,  a.  shoving,  pushing,  H  53. 
Shredde,  pt  a.  shred,  cut,  £  227. 
Shrewe,  a.  scoundrel,  accursed  wretch, 

D  284 ;  shrew,  peevish  woman,  £  1222, 
.  2428 ;  planet  having  an  evil  ixifiuenoe, 

A.  ii  4.  54  ;  evil  one,  G  917. 
Shrewe,  adj'  evil,  wicked,  G-  995. 
Shrewe,  i  pr.  a.  beshrew,  curse,  B  4616. 
Shxewed,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  bad,  L  1545 ; 

accursed,  D  54. 
Shrewedly,  adv.  cursedly,  D  2238. 
Shrewednesse,  a.  wickedness,  evil,  B 

2721 ;  cursedness,  D  734 ;  pL  evil  deeds, 

1 442. 
Shrifbe-fiadres,  jpl.  fathexMsonfessors,  D 

1442.   . 
Shrighte,  pt  a.  shrieked,  A  2817 ;  pp.  T. 

v.  320. 
Shrimpes,  pi.  small  creatures,  dwarfs, 

B  3'45. 
Shroud,  a.  robe,  B.  64. 
Shrouded,  pp.  clad,  B.  55. 
Shryked,  pt  pt  shrieked,  B  45901 
Shryking,  a.  shrieking,  T.  v.  382. 
Sh]^iied,i>p.  enshrin^,  G  955 ;  canonised 

(ironically),  21.  15. 
Shryve,  ger.  to  confess,  I  129. 
Shulder-boon,  a.  blade-bone,  1 603. 
Sholdrea,  pi.  shoulders,  B.  328. 
Shull,  ShuUen,  Shulde ;  see  ShaL 
Shyne,  ger.  to  shine,  la  62 ;  Sh66n,  atrong 

pt  a.  shone,  A  198 ;  Shynede,  weak  pt 

a.  shone,  L.  1119 ;  Shined,  L.  2194. 
Sib,  adj.  related,  akin,  B  2565. 
Sicamonr,  a.  sycamore,  HF.  1278. 
Sioer,  a.  strong  drink,  B  3245. 
Sigh,  I  pt  a.  saw,  B.  818. 
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Sighte,pt,  s,  ofSyke, 

Signet,  8.  signet-rix^i  T.  ii.  1087. 

Signifiaunoe,    «.  signification,  B.  995; 

signiflcanoe,  HF.  17 ;  prediction,  IL  16. 
Sign^ficavU^  a  writ  c^  qxooTninwTiication, 

A  662. 
Bik,  adj.  sick,  ill,  A  i6oa 
Siker,  adj,  sure,  A  3049,  B  4353;  safe, 

G  864;  certain,  G  1047;  sore,  steady, 

D  ao69 ;  in  security,  17.  28. 
Siker,  adv,  uninterraptedly,  T.  iii.  1337 ; 

sorely,  T.  iL  991. 
Sikered,  pp.  assured,  L.  ai3& 
Bikerer,  adj,  sorer,  more  to  be  trosted, 

B  4043. 
Siker]^,   adn,  certainly,  sorely,    troly, 

A  137- 
Sikemesse,   t.  secorityi   safety,    confi- 
dence, B  435;  state  of  seoority,  T.  ii. 

Slkly,  adv,  ill,  with  ill  will,  £  635. 
Silver,  $.  money,  A  333,  713. 
Silver,  a4j,  silveiy,  A  1496. 
Similitude,  i.  comparison;  henoB^  pro* 

position,  statement,  G  431 ;  sympathy, 

likeness,  F  480 ;  one  Uke  hixnself ,  A  3338, 
Simphonye,  b.  a  kind  of  tabor,  B  3005. 
Simple,  adj,  modest,  B.  10x4 ;  innocent, 

3.861. 
Simplesse, «.  Simplicity  (personified),  B. 

954. 
Sin,  conj,  and  adv.  since,  4.  373. 
Singe,  V.  sing,  A  336 ;  Siogestow,  singest 

thoo,  H  344 ;  Song,  i  pt,  $.  sang,  3.  1158 ; 

Songe,  3  pt.  «.  didst  sing,  H  394  ;  Song, 

pt  8.  A  1055 ;  Songen,  pt  pL  sang,  F  55 ; 

Songe,  pt.  8.  8ubj.  were  to  sing,  3.  939 ; 

Songen,  pp.  song,  T.  v.  645 ;  Songe,  pp, 

A  366 ;  recited,  T.  v.  1797. 
Singolarltees, «.  pL  separate  parts,  par- 

ticolars,  B  5.  m  3.  45. 
Singular,  adj.  particolar,  B  3.  p  7.  64; 

single,  I  300 ;  a  single,  G  997 ;  private, 

B  3635 ;  Bingular  prq/ifte,  special  advan- 

tsge,  HF.  31a 
Singulerly,  adv.  singly,  B  4.  p  6.  77. 
Sinne,  a  sin,  A  561. 
Sinwes,  a  pL  sinews,  1 69a 
Sippe,  V.  sip,  taste,  D  176. 
Sire,  sir,  my  master,  A  355;  Sires,  getu 

sire's,  father's,  i.  e.  Satom's,  £  3365 
Sis  oink,  i  e.  six-five,  a  throw  with  two 

dice,  B  135. 
Sisoures,  pL  scissors,  HF.  69a 
Sit,  pr.  a  sits ;  see  Sitte. 
Site,  a  sitoation,  HF.  1114 ;  £  199. 
Sith,  cof^.  since,  A  930 ;  Sith  that,  since, 

F  93O)  H  130. 


Sith,  adv.  afterwards,  C  869;   then,  L 

Sithen,  eonj.  since,  B  3947 ;  Sith«n  thsi 
since,  A  3103. 

Sithen,  adv,  since,  ago,  A  1531 ;  asKk 
then,  B.  1641 ;  since,  T.  iiL  344  ;  alter- 
wards,  A  3617 ;  then,  next,  Lu  304  ;  gw 
8.  a  greet  tchyl^  a  great  while  ago,  L 
437;^on  a  lonjfs  tohyle,  long  sigo,  T.  l 
718. 

Sithea,  pL  times,  A  iL  4s-  9. 

Sitte,  v.  sit,  A  94  ,■  Sit,  pr.  a  nta,  dwells. 
A  XS99,  3641 ;  befits,  suits,  B  1353:  a 
fitting,  T.  i  346 ;  yvd  it  stt,  it  is  lur 
becoming,  £  460 ;  Sat,  pL  a.  aat,  A  4t«, : 
affected,  T.  iv.  331 ;  soited,  Li.  i;jl' 
became,  B.  750 ;  8ai  cm  kneett  knelt.  % 
106 ;  hUBotme  sore,  it  was  vary  painfd 
for  me,  3.  1330;  T.  iii  340;  Seet,  pL  k 
sat  (fidse  form,  doe  to  pL  8eten\  A  30;?: 
Seten,  i>t.  pi.  sat,  A  3893 ;  Sete,  pt  «l 
8ubj.  woold  befit,  T.  i  985,  it  1x7  ;  we« 
to  sit,  3.  436 ;  was  sitting,  3.  501 ;  Sfit«:, 
pp,  sat,  D  420;  dwelt,  A 1453 ;  toelsdaia^r, 
well  soited,  B.  986. 

Sittingest,  aup.  adj.  most  fitting,  5.  J31. 

Sive,  a  sieve,  G  94a 

Si2te,  sixth,  D  45,  F  906. 

Skant,  adj.  scanty,  sparing,  niggardly,  1. 

175. 
Skarmish,  a  skirmish,  T.  ii  611. 
Skam,  adj. scarocjo.  36. 
Skathe,  8.  harm,  1\  iv.  307. 
Skile,  a  reason,  caose,  HF.  736 ;  grH  tt. 

good  reason,  £  1153 ;  reasooAble  claim. 

L.  1393;  pL  reasons,  argoments,  HF. 

867. 
SkilAil,  adj.  reasonable,  L.  3^5  ;  disoeni- 

ing,  B  1038. 
Skilftilly,  adv.  reasonably,  with  reason, 

G  330 ;  particolarly,  4.  155. 
Skilinge,  s.  reason,  B  4.  p  6.  155. 
Skinketh,  pt.  a  poors  oot,  £  1733. 
Skippe,  per.  to  skip,  jomp,  T.  i  iif; 

v,  dance,  A  3359;  lei4»,  B  1673;  pass 

over,  L.  633 ;  Skipte,  pt.  a  leapt,  F  14L.L 
Skulle,  8.  skoll,  A  3935,  4306. 
Skye,  a  dood,  HF.  1600. 
SliUce,  V.  assoage,  B.  317 ;  slacken,  abate, 

F   841;    desist   (from),  £    705;   cease, 

£  137 ;  end,  £  8o3 ;  Slake  of,  omit,  L 

619;  Slake,  i>r.  a  fuZt/- grow  slack,  wast^. 

T.  ii  391 ;  Slakede,  pt  a  8utj.  ahoolJ 

relax,  B  3.  m  8.  18. 
Slakke,  adj.  slow,  A  3901;  d^.  slack. 

£  1849. 
Slakker,  adj.  pi.  slacker,  more  tardj- . 

B  1609. 
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Sledes,  «.  pL  sledges,  vehicles,  B  4>  P  >• 

jS,    PI  of  tUtL 
Slee,  «.  A  66i ;  Sleeu,  (fer,  to  slay,  A  1222  ; 
Slee,  I  pr,  s.a8  fuL  shall  slay,  B  aooa ; 
Sleeth,  pr,  a  slays,  A  1118 ;  Slowe,  a  pt 
&.  didst  slay,  T.  iv.  506;  Slow,  pt.  a 
Blew,  B    627;    extingiiished,   B   3922; 
Slough,  pt,  a.  7.  56;  Slawe,  pp,  slain, 
A  943 ;  Slawen,  |>p.  £  544  i  Slayn,  i>p. 
slain,  A  63. 
Bleep,  i)t  a  o/Slepe. 
Sleere,  a  slayer,  A  3005. 
Sleet,  a  sleet,  L.  laao;  F  laso, 
Bleigli,  adj,  sly,  artful,  A  3301. 
Bleighly,  culv,  cunningly,  T.  v.  83. 
Bleighte,  a  trickery,  T.  iv.  1459 ;  trick, 
B  2386 ;  sleight,  T.  iL  151a ;  contrivance, 
E  1102 ;  plan,  E  2131 ;  dexterity,  A 1948 ; 
cnnzdng,  L;  1383 ;  skiU,  G  867 ;  jpL  plans, 
T.  iv.  1451 ;  devices,  tricks,  £  2421. 
Slely,  adv.  slily,  i  e.  skil^illy,  A.  ii  29.  aa 
Slepe,  a  sleep,  F  347 ;  on  Oepe,  asleep,  L. 

209. 
Slepe,  V.  sleep,  3.  3 ;  Slepestow,  deepest 
tlioa,  A  4169 ;  Sleep,  i  pt.  a  slept,  HF. 
1 19 ;  Sleep,  jpt.  a  A  98 ;  Slepte,  toeak  pt 
8.  £  aa4 ;  Slepe,  pt.  pL  3.  166,  177. 
Slepiixg,  a  sleep,  B  4aoa. 
Bleping-tyme,  a  time  to  sleep,  6.  54. 
Slepy,  adj.  sleep-bestowing,  A  1387. 
Blewthe,  a  sloth,  1 388. 
Bleye,  pL  dy,  subtle,  T.  iv.  97a. 
Sleyly,  adv.  slily,  T.  ii.  1185;  subtly,  T. 

ii.  46a. 
Slider,  adj.  slippezy,  A  1264. 
Sliglite,  a  sleight,  canning,  C  131. 
Slike,  adj.  sle^,  £.  54a. 
Slinge-stones,  pL  stones  firom  a  sling, 

T.  ii.  941. 
Slinke,  ger.  to  slink,  T.  iii  1535. 
Slippe,  V.  slip,  L.  633. 
Slit,  pr.  a  o/Slyde. 
Slitten,  V.  pierce,  F  1260. 
Slivere,  a  a  slice,  portion,  T.  iii  1013. 
Slo,  a  sloe,  B.  028 ;  Sloo,  A  3246. 
Slogardye,  a  sluggishness,  sloth,  lasmess, 

A  104a. 
Slombrestow,  slumberest  thou,  T.  i  730. 
Slombry,  adj.  sleepy,  I  734. 
Slomeringe,  a  slumber,  T.  ii  &j. 
Slong,  pt.  a  threw,  flung,  H  306.    Pt  t. 

ofriififfen. 
Bloo,  a  sloe,  A  3346 ;  Slo,  B.  938. 
Sloppes,  a  pi.  loose  garments,  1 422. 
Slottgh,  a  slough,  mire,  H  64. 
Slough,  pt  a  slew,  A  980 ;  see  Slee. 
Slouthe,  a  sloth,  T.  ii  959. 
Slow,  a  slough,  D  1565 ;  Slough,  H  64. 


Slow,i>e.  a  of  Slee. 

Slowh,  pt  a  slew,  B  4.  m  7.  43. 

Sluggy,  adj.  sluggish,  I  706. 

Sluttish,  adj.  slovenly,  G  636. 

Sly,  adj.  L.  1369 ;  sly  (one),  A  3940 ;  Slye, 
d^.  cunning,  orafjy,  7.  48;  skilftil, 
F  67a ;  pi.  artfully  contrived,  F  33a 

Slyde,  V,  slide,  T.  v.  351 ;  pass,  go  away, 
E  82,  F  924 ;  Slit,  pr.  a  passes  away,  5. 
3 ;  G  682 ;  Slydinge,  i>r«a  pt  as  adj, 
moving,  i  e.  unstable,  T.  v.  825. 

Slyk  ifor  Slyke?),  adj.  sleek,  D  351. 

Slyk,  a4j-  such  (Northern),  A  4130,  4170. 

Slyly,  ctdv.  sagaciously,  A  1444. 

Smal,  adj.  small,  A  153 ;  a  mal,  a  little, 
6.  113. 

Snial,  adv.  little,  D  593 ;  &ii^  tmal,  but 
little,  F  71 ;  high  (of  musical  notes),  12. 
II. 

Smalish,  adj.  smallish,  B.  8a6. 

Smart,  adj.  brisk  (said  of  a  flreX  G  768. 

Smatre,  pr.  pi  r^.  taste  slightJy,  1 857. 

Smert,  adj.  smart,  quick,  B.  831 ;  brisk, 
G  768 ;  p2.  parniul,  3.  507. 

Smerte,  a  pain,  smart,  F  480,  856,  974 ; 
anguish,  A  3813. 

Smerte,  adv.  smartly,  sharply,  A  149; 
sorely,  E  639. 

Smerte,  ger.  to  smart,  L.  502 ;  Smert,  pr. 
8.  pains  (me),  i.  153  ;  Smerte,  pr.  a  tubj. 
(it)  may  pain,  A  1394;  Smerte,  pt.  a 
felt  pain,  T.  iL  930 ;  Smorte,  pt  a  eubj. 
impern.  (it)  might  give  pain  to,  A  a3a 

Smdt,  -en ;  see  Smyte. 

Smithed,  pt  s.  forged,  A  376a. 

Smitted,  pp.  smutted,  i  e.  besmirched, 
sullied  with  dishonour,  T.  v.  1545. 

Smoking,  pre*,  pt.  reeking  with  incense 
or  perftime,  A  aa8i. 

Sinokless,  adj.  without  a  smock,  E  875. 

Smoky,  adj.  smoke-like,  T.  iii  6a8. 

Smoot,  pt.  8.  o/Smyie. 

Smoterliche,  odj.  smirched  in  reputa- 
tion, A  3963. 

Smothe,  adj.  smooth,  A  69a 

Smothe,  adv.  smoothly,  A  676. 

Smyler,  a  smiler,  flatterer,  A  1999. 

Smyte,  v.  strike,  A  ia3o;  Smyten  of, 
smite  off,  L.  1817;  Smyteth,  pr.  a 
knocks,  Ii.  393;  Smit,  pr.  a  smites, 
E  122 ;  Sm66t,  pt  a  smote,  struck,  A 
149 ;  Smiten,  pp.  struck,  T.  ii  1145. 

Snewed,  pt  a.  aboxmded,  A  345. 

Snibben,  v.  reprove,  chide,  Ut.  *Bnub,' 
A  523  ;  pp.  reprimanded,  A  4401. 

Snorteth,  pr.  a  snorts,  A  4163 ;  pt  a.  was 
drawn  together  (as  in  sniffing),  B.  157. 

Snow,  a  B.  558;  argent  (in  heraldxy)^ 


B  e 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


I02 


&ot»axxat  ^nUx. 


white,  B  3573;   pi,    Bnow-«torms,  HF. 

967. 
Bnowishf  adj.  snovrsr,  white,  T.  iii  1250. 
Bo,  adv.  BO,  A  I03  ;  snoh,  B  3205 ;  in  snch 

a  way,  such,  T.  iii.  1579;  so,  Le.  pray 

(with  verb  in  subj.  mood),  T.  iiL  1470 ; 

So  as,  as  well  as,  as  far  as,  4.  161 ;  ao 

kavA  I  Jaye^  as  I  hope  to  have  bliss,  3. 

1065. 
80,  conj,  provided  that,  L.  1319 ;  80  as, 

whereas,  B  4.  p  3.  40 ;  So  that,  provided 

that,  C  186. 
Sobrely,  adv,  gravely,  F  1585;  Soberly, 

sadly,  with  a  xnelanoholy  look,  A  389. 
Sobrenesse,  s.  sobriety,  1 834. 
Booonr,  suoooor,  help,  A  918!,  F  1357 ;  do 

yow  #.,  help  you,  4.  293. 
Socooren,  v,  aid,  T.  iiL  1264. 
Soconrs,  a  help,  L.  134 1. 
SodexL,  pp.  sodden,  boiled,  1 900. 
Sodein,  adj,  prompt,  forward,  T.  v.  1024. 
Bodeinly,  adv.  suddenly,  F  1015. 
Softe,   adj.  toft,  A    153 ;    gentle,    slow, 

B  399 ;  mild,  D  1412. 
Softe,  adv.  softly,  A  3781 ;  gently,  C  252  ; 

tenderly,  B  275 ;  timidly,  3.  1212. 
Boftely,  adv.  softly,  F  636;  quietly,  O 

408 ;  in  a  low  tone,  L.  2126. 
Softneth,  pr.  $.  assuages,  L.  5a 
Bojoume,  v.  dwell,  T.  v.  1350 ;  tarry,  E. 

381 ;  remain,  D  987. 
Boken,  i.  toll,  A  3987.    A.  S.  80en. 
Bokingly,  adv,  gradually,  B  2766.     '  So- 

kyngly,   idem    quod    eeyly';     Prompt. 

Parv. 
Bol,  Sol  (the  sun),  G  826. 
Bolas, «.  amusement,  A  798 ;  solace,  1 206 

comfort,  F  802  ;  consolation,  T.  ii.  ^60 

relief,    B    1972 ;    diversion,    B    1904 

pleasure,  B  3964;  playftalness,  B.  844 

joy,  T.  i  31 ;  ease,  L.  1966. 
Bolde,i>e.  t.  «/Selle. 
Bolempne,  adj.  festive,  grand,  £  1125 ; 

cheerful,   A    209 ;    important,  A   364 ; 

illustrious,  B  387 ;  superb,  F  61 ;  public, 

I  102. 
Bolempnely,  adv.  pompously,  with  pomp, 

A  274. 
Solempnltee,  a  pomp,  A  870;  outward 

show,  G  244  ;  due  ceremony,  £  1709. 
Boleyn,  adj.  sole,  solitary,  3.  982;   un- 

mated,  5.  607,  614. 
Bolstioioon,  s,  the  solstice,  or  point  of 

the   ecliptic    most    remote   fh>m  the 

equator,  A.  i.  17.  9. 
Bom  (sum),  indkf.  pron.  some,  A  640, 

B  1 182 ;  one,  a  certain  man,  G  922;  one, 

3*  905  r  another,  5.  476 ;  90m  shreice  is,  \ 


some  one  (at  least)  is  wicked,  O  995 

80m  .  .  .  som,  one  .  . .  another,  A  30.: 

Somme,  pi.  some,  B  2159  i    90fn\& 

them),  L.  iQja 
Bomdel,  adv,  somewhat,  B  401 1 ;  a  littl*. 

L.  1183 ;  in  some  measure,  A  3911- 
Bomer, «.  summer,  A  394 ;  Someres  gazDc 

summer-game,  athliMic  exhibition,   I 

648. 
Bomer-sesotm,  %.  spring,  early  sninmrr 

B  3.  P  8.  43- 
Bomme,  pL  some,  T.  Iv.  995 ;  see  Bom. 
Bomme,  a.  sum,  F  1220;    chief   point. 

upshot,  L.  1559;  pL  sums  of  moner. 

B  1407,  O  675. 
Bomne,  v. ;  see  Bompne. 
Bomnour,  $.  summoner,  apparitor,  a^ 

officer  who  summoned  deUnqoents  K:- 

fore  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  A  543. 
Bomonoe, «.  summons,  D  1586. 
Bompne,  v.  summon,  D  1577 ;  Soxnne.  t 

D1347. 
Bompnolenoe, «.  somnolence,  I  706. 
Bomtyme,  adv.  once,  A  65,  95 :   8«in<c> 

times,  B  1667 ;  some  day,  B  no. 
Bond,  a  sand,  B  5091  4457- 
Bonde,  &  message,  B  388,  1049  \  sending. 

I  625;  gifts,  B  1049;  visitation,  B  ;<ka 

826 ;  trial,  B  902 ;  message  {or  messenger.. 

Bonded,  pp.  sanded,  T.  IL  822. 

Bondry,  adj.  various,  A  14,  2^ 

Bone  (sune),  a.  son,  A  79, 336. 

Bone,  adv.  soon,  A  1022  ;  speedily,  D  ijCvj. 

Bone-in-lawe,  a  son-in-law,  £  315. 

Bonest,  adv.  auperL  soonest,  B  yjtix 

Bong,  -e,  -en ;  see  Binge. 

Bonne,  a.  sun,  A  7,  30. 

Bonne-beem,  a.  sunbeam,  D  868. 

Bonnish,  adj.  son-like,  golden,  T.  iv.  ^v . 

816. 
Boor,  a.  sore,  woiyid,  A  1454. 
Boor,  adj.  wounded,  grieved,   A    ifvf 

sore,  F  1571 ;  sad,  T.  v.  639. 
Boot,  a.  soot,  an  emblem  of  bitterness.  T 

iii  1 194. 
Booth,  adj.  true,  L.  14 ;   <w  adv.  trair. 

C63d 
Booth,  a.  truth,  A  284  ;  Sothe,  6  M.- 

Sothe,  dot,  B  1939. 
Boothfiutnesse,  a  truth,  B  4518. 
Boothly,  adv.  truly,  A  117. 
Booty,  adj.  begrimed  witii  soot,  B  4022. 
Bop,  a.  sop  (of  toasted  bread),  £  1X4;. 

Sop  in  wyn,  wine  with  bread  soaked  in 

it,  A  334. 
Boper,  a.  supper,  A  348 ;  Sopeer,  F  118a 
Bophistrye,  a,  evU  cunning,  L.  iji;. 
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Bophyme,  t.  a  sophism,  trick  of  logic,  E 

5 ;  pi  deceite,  F  554. 
Sore,  adv.  sorely,  A  148 ;  bar  90  tore^  bore 

so  ill,  E  85. 
Bore,  ger,  to  soar,  HF.  531 ;   to  mount 

aloft,  F  133. 
Sorer,  adv.  more  sorely,  L.  502. 
Sorest,  adv.  most  sorely,  5.  404- 
Sormoonte,  ger,  to  surpass,  B.  667 ;  pr.  a. 

rises  above,  T.  iii  1038. 
Sort,  t.  lot,  T.  iL  1754 ;  destiny,  chance, 

A  844  ;  kind,  A  4381 ;  divination,  T.  i. 

76. 
Sorted,  pi.  $.  allotted,  T.  v.  1827. 
Sorwe, «.  sorrow,  grief,  A  951 ;  mooming, 

B  2171 ;  sympathy,  compassion,  F  422  ; 

trtf*  9onoe^  ,with  ill  luck   to  yon,  D 


308. 
Sorwestow, 

pr.  a.  1 85 
Sorwefdl,  ( 
Sorweftillei 

2098. 
SorweftiUy, 


I  sorrowest,  B  1.  p  6. 80 ; 
.  pi.  A  2824. 

owfnl,  L.  1832. 

sorrowful,  E 


sadly,  A  2978. 
Sorwing,  b.  sorrow,  3.  606. 
Scry,  adj.  sorrowful,  monmftd,  A  2004, 

2010 ;  sad,  B  2899  i  unlucky,  B  1949 ;  ill, 

C  876 ;  miserable,  H  55. 
Sory,  adv.  sorely,  B  2.  p  4.  loa 
Soster,  «.  sist«r,  A  3486. 
Sote,  adj.  sweet,  A  i,  B  2348. 
Sote,  adv.  sweetly,  L.  2612. 
Sotel,  adj.  subtle,  cunning,  18.  43. 
Soteltee,  subtlety,  skill,  18.  77. 
Soth,  adj,  true,  B  169 ;  Sooth,  L.  14 
Sothe,  $.  truth,  A  845.    See  Sooth. 
Sother,  adj.  comp.  truer,  G  214. 
Sothfiastnesse,  a.  truth,  B  2365 ;  certainty, 

I380. 
Sothly,  adv.  verily,  soothly,  A.  pr.  23. 
Soth-sawe,  s.  true  saying,  truth,  HF. 

2089 ;  pL  HF.  676. 
Sotil,  aij,  subtle,  cunning,  L.  1556,  2559 ; 

subtly  woven,  A  1054  ;  thin,  A  203a 
Sotilly,  adv.  skilftilly,  B.  11 19;  cleverly, 

R.  772. 
Sotted,  adj.  besotted,  befooled,  G  1341. 
Souded,  pp.  confirmed,  B  1769. 
Sought,  -e ;  see  Seke. 
Souke,  ger.  to  suck,  A  4157 ;  to  embenle, 

A  4416 ;  pp,  been  at  the  breast,  £  450. 
Soul,  adj.  sole,  single,  £  2080. 
Soule,  «.  soul,  A  656,  781. 
Sonify,  9.  sulphur,  HF.  1506. 
Soon,  s.  sound,  musical  sound,  A  674,  E 

271 ;  vaunt,  L.  267 ;  pi  sounds,  A  2512. 
Sound,  adj.  unhurt,  L.  1619 ;  pL  in  strong 

health,  T.  ilL  1526. 

E 


Sounde,  ger.  to  heal,  make  sound,  7. 242 ; 
V.  heal,  R  966. 

Souue,  ger.  to  sound,  to  utter,  T.  ii.  57^  ; 
imitate  in  sound,  speak  alike,  F  105; 
Sounen,  v.  sound,  Jience^  tend,  redound, 
T.  L  1036;  Soimeth,  pr.  s.  tends  (to- 
wards), relates,  (to),  T.  iii.  1414  ;  is  con- 
sonant (with),  B  3157 ;  makes  (for),  H 
195 ;  Soimen,  pr.  pL  tend,  I  1068 :  pt.  $. 
inclined,  T.  iv.  1676 ;  pree,  pt.  accordant 
with,  in  agreement  with,  A  275 ;  Soun- 
inge  in,  tending  to,  A  307. 

Souned ;  hette  «.,  beet-sounding,  T.  ii.  1031. 

Soupe,  V.  sup,  T.  ii  944. 

Souper,  $.  supper,  T.  ii.  947. 

Souple,  adj.  pliant,  A  203. 

Sourdeth,  pr.  $.  arises,  I  475. 

Some,  adj.  bitter,  cruel,  B  i.  p  4.  88. 

Soure,  adv.  sourly,  bitterly,  B  2012. 

Soures,  a.  pi  sorrels,  bucks  of  the  third 

-   year,  3.  429. 

Sourmouuteth,  pr.  a.  surmounts,  rises 
above,  T.  iii.  1038. 

Sours,  a.  source,  origin,  T.  v.  1591 ;  E  49 ; 
a  springing  aloft,  HF.  544;  swift  up- 
ward flight,  D  1938,  194 1. 

Souter,  a.  cobbler,  A  3904. 

Soutiltee,  a.  device,  D  576. 

Souvenanoe,  a.  remembrance,  24.  14. 

Soveraynetee,  a,  sovereignty,  E  114,  F 
751 ;  supremacy,  D  818. 

Sovereyn,  adj.  supreme,  very  high,  A  67 ; 
chief,  B  3339 :  sovereign,  D 1048 ;  superior, 
A IL  28.  39  (a  technical  term,  applied  to 
the  western  signs  of  the  sodiac) ;  as  a 
lord,  I.  69 ;  master,  G  590 ;  Sovereyne, 
fsm,  5.  422 ;  Sovereyns,  pt  superiors, 
I  392,  402. 

Sov-ereynly,  adv.  n^yally,  B  2462 ;  chiefly, 

B4552. 
Sovereyntee,  s.  supremacy,  D  1038. 
Sowdan,  a.  sultan,  B  177. 
Sowdanesse,  a.  sultaness,  B  358. 
Sowe,  v.  sew  up,  T.  ii  1201,  1204 :  pp. 

sewn,  A  685. 
Soweii,  V.  sow,  B  1182;  Sowen,  pp.  R. 

1617 ;  Sowe,  pp.  T.  i  385. 
Sowle,  8.  soul,  life,  T.  ii  1734. 
Sowled,  pp.  endued  with  a  soul,  G  329. 
Sowne,  V.  sound,    play    upon,  A  565; 

sound,    T.    iii    189;    Sowneth,   pr.    $. 

sounds,  1 160  ;  signifies,  A.  i  si.  62 ;  pr. 

pi  play,  P  270 ;  Sowneth,  pr,  pi  tend 

(to),  are  consonant ( with),  F  51 7;  Souned, 

pt,  pi.  tended,  B  3348.   See  Soune. 
Space,  a,  room,  T.  i  714 ;  spape  of  time, 
I      A  87 ;  while,  C  239 ;  opportunity,  spare 

time,  A  35 ;  course,  A  176. 
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Bpakf  pt.  $,  spake,  A  124 ;  aee  Speke. 

Span,  pt,  a.  spun,  L.  176a. 

Spanne,  ».  span,  A  155* 

Span-newe,  adj,  span-new,  T.  iii  1665. 
Lit.  *  newly  span.' 

Spare,  v.  spare,  refhun,  A  19a ;  oeaee,  5. 
699 ;  pp,  passed  over,  L.  2602, 

Sparhauk,  &  sparrow-hawk,  B  1957. 

Sparinge,  a  moderation,  1 855. 

Sparkle,  $,  small  spark,  B  2095. 

Sparow,  a.  sparrow,  5.  351. 

Sparre,  9,  wooden  beam,  A  990,  1076. 

Sparth,  9,  battle^ze,  A  2520. 

Sparwe,  «.  sparrow,  A  626, 

Spaynel,  «l  spaniel,  D  267. 

Speoe,  $,  species,  sort,  1 407 ;  pi,  kinds,  A 
3013,  1 865. 

Speohe,  s.  speech,  L.  1084 ;  disconise,  A 
307;  talk,  A  783,  D  loao;  address,  3. 
1 131 ;  oratory,  F  104. 

Special,  ctdj.  special;  in  irptfciol,  especi- 
ally, in  pertioular,  A  444,  1017. 

Spectacle,  $.  eye-glass,  D  1203. 

8x>ede,  ger,  to  succeed,  G  134 ;  Spede  me, 
«.**  be  quick,  5.  385 ;  Spede,  pr.  a.  aubj, 
speed,  prosper,  A  769;  Spedde,  pt.  «. 
hastened,  moved  quickly,  A  3649 ;  made 
to  prosper,  B  3876 ;  pt  a,  r^  hasted,  A 
1217;  1 1»<.  «.n^Ij.aoo;  j>p.  terminated, 
determined,  5.  loi;  accomplished,  0- 
357. 

Speed,  a.  help,  T.  ii  9;  success,  T.  i.  17 ; 
for  eomune  apede^  for  the  good  of  aU,  5. 
507. 

Speedful,  adj,  advantageous,  B  727. 

Speere,  &  sphere,  F  1283. 

Speke,  V,  speak,  3.  852;  Spekestow, 
speakest  thou,  G  473;  Spak,  i  pt,  a, 
spake,  L.  97 ;  17&  a  3. 503 ;  Speken,  pL  pi 
3.  350;  Spaken  (better  Sp^en),  pt.  pi. 
spake,  T.  i  565 ;  Speke,  pt,  a.  aubj.  might 
speak,  T.  ii  1119 ;  Spoken,  pp.  A  31. 

Speking,  a.  speech-making,  oratory,  5. 
488 ;  speaking,  H  335. 

Spelle,  a.  dot.  a  stoiy,  B  2083. 

Spenoe,  a.  buttery,  D  193 1. 

Spending-eilver,  a.  silver  to  spend, 
money  in  hand,  G- 1018. 

Spere,  a.  spear,  A 114 ;  aa  nigh  as  men  may 
castm  with  a  apere^  a  spear's  cast,  HF. 
104& 

Spere,  a  sphere,  orbit,  4. 137 ;  16.  11. 

Sperhauk,  a  sparrowhawk,  B  4647. 

Sperme,  a.  seed,  B  3199. 

Sperred,  pp.  barred,  T.  v.  521. 

Spete,  V,  spit,  T.  ii  1617 ;  Spetten,  pt.  pL 
I270, 

Spewe,  V.  vomit,  B  2607. 


Spewing,  a.  vomit,  1 138. 

Spioeirye,  a.  mixture  of  spices,  B  204%. 

SpiUe,  V.  spill,  drop,  T.  v.  880  ;  kill,  L 
1574 ;  destroy,  ruin,  £  503 ;  perish,  ft. 
121 ;  ger.  to  destroy,  T.  v.  588 ;  Co  191 
labour^  to  lose  labour,  H  153  ;  dotk  9^ 
ap.,  causes  me  to  die,  6.  14 ;  SpiD^^tov 
teres,  lettest  thou  tears  fall  (Lat.  memaa , 
B  I.  p  4.  4 ;  pp.  killed,  B  857 ;  lost^  :. 
180 ;  mined,  D  1611 ;  confounded,  J>  jfiS. 

Spirit,  a.  A  2809 ;  Spirites,  tlie .  (four! 
spirits  in  alchemy  (sulphur,  sal  ainiii<o> 
niac,  quicksilver,  arsenicX  G  Sao  ;  vital 
forces,  3.  489. 

SpitooB,  adj*  malicious,  B.  979 ;  inhospi- 
table, 22.  13. 

Spitonaly,  adv.  spitefully,  D  223 ;  vehe- 
mently, A  3476. 

Spoke,  pp.  of  Speke. 

Sponne,  2  jpt  jpL  did  spin,  T.  iii  734. 

Spoon,  a.  spoon,  F  602;  Sponee,  pL  C 
908. 

Spore,  a.  spur,  A  2603 ;  pL  A  473. 

Spome,  ger.  to  spurn,  kick,  15.  11  ;  pt,  a. 
spurns,  treads,  T.  ii  797 ;  pt.  a  tripped 
himself  up,  A  4^>8a 

Spot,  a.  defect,  B  2146. 

SpousaiUe,  a,  espousal,  wedding,  E  115, 
180. 

Spoused,  pp.  wedded,  £  3,  386. 

Spouted,  pp.  vomited,  B  487. 

Sprayned ;  see  Springen. 

Sprede,  v.  spread,  open,  4.  4 ;  ger,  to  ex- 
pand, B  1679  i  Spradde,  pt,  «.  spread,  B 
418,  722;  covered,  7.  40;  Spnd,  pp. 
spread,  A  2903;  dispersed,  3.  874; 
Spradde,  pp,  pL  wide  open,  T.  iv.  1422. 

Spreynd ;  see  Springen. 

Spring,  a.  dawn,  A.  ii.  6.  6 ;  first  growth, 
B.  834 ;  pi.  merry  dances,  HF.  1235. 

Springe,  strong  v.  spring  up,  grow,  A 
3018 ;  rise,  B4odS ;  spread  abroad,  7. 74 ; 
spring,  be  carried,  L.  719;  ger,  to  rise 
(as  the  sunX  A 2522  ;  to  dawn,  ASaa ;  to 
arise,  i.  133 ;  Sprang,  pt.  a.  grew  up,  B, 
1425 ;  Sprongijp^  a.  spread  out,  R  1704; 
Spronge,  pp.  become  famous,  A  1437; 
grown,  L.  1054;  ^profi^  cunis^  aU^ted 
in  a  wrong  place,  HF.  2079. 

Springen,  toeak  v.  sprinkle,  scatter, 
sow  broadcast,  B  1183;  Spreynd,  pp. 
sprinkled,  B  422,  1830 ;  Sprayned,  pp. 
B  2.  p  4.  132.    A.  S.  aprengat^ 

Springers,  a.  pL  sources,  originB,  1 387. 

Springing,  a.  source,  S  40. 

Spume,  V.  spurn,  kick,  F  616. 

Spyoe,  a,  spice,  R  1367,  1371 ;  pL  spiceiy, 
L.  mo;  species,  kinds,  I  83,  loa. 
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Bpyoed,  pp.  spioed,  A  3378 ;  scrapuloiui, 

A  526,  D  435. 
Spyoerye,  $,  oolleotion  of  spices,  mizturs 

of  spioes,  A  ;i935,  B  136. 
Spyr,  9,  spire,  shoot,  T.  it  1335. 
8<iuaine«,  i,  pi,  soales,  G  759. 
BQiaaymouB,  adj,  squeamish,  sparing  (ex- 
cept rarely),  A  3337. 
BQuiereth,  pr,  s.  attends,  accompanies, 

I>3o5. 
8q.nire,  s.  a  ^sqnaxe,*  a  carpenter's  instni- 
znent  for  measoring  right  angles,  D 
2090 ;  pi,  measnring-roles,  A.  i.  xa.  3. 
Sqiiyer,  s.  squire,  A  79. 
Stable,  €iA3,  abiding,  A  3004*  3009 ;  firm, 
3.  645 ;  sure,  E  1499  i  constant,  4.  281 ; 
steadfast,  F  871. 
Btabllssed,  pp,  established,  A  2995. 
Btadie,  $.  race-course,  B  4.  p  3.  1 1. 
Btttf;  «.  stafE;  stick,  L.  aooo ;  (perhaps  a 
bed-staff)f  A  4294,  4296 ;  Staves,  gen.  of 
the  shafb  of  a  car,  7.  184. 
Btaf-«llxige,  s.  a  staff-sling,  sling  with  a 

handle,  B  0019. 
Btagea,  pL  positions,  HF.  laa. 
8tak,i)<.t.  stuck,  T.iii.  1373;  wasfietstened  1 

on,  B.  458. 
BtaJceretti,  jpr.  s.  staggers,  L.  3687. 
Btal,  jpt  s.  of  Stelen.     . 
Btalke, «.  stalk,  A  1036  ;  piece  of  straw, 
A  3919 ;  Stalkes,  pi.  (lat.  palmUes),  B  i. 
m  6. 15 ;  stems,  T.  ii.  968 ;  uprights  of  a 
ladder,  A  3625. 
Btalke,  v,  creep  up  (to),  T.  iL  519 ;  move 
stealthily,  L.  1781 ;  j>r.  a.  walks  stealthily, 
A  1479  i  ii&oves  slowly,  A  3648. 
Btalle,  t.  dot  ox-stall,  T.  v.  1469. 
Btamin,  a  a  coarse  harsh  cloth,  tamine, 
tammy,  L.  3360;  1 1053.    O.F.  eseamtne. 
Staxnpe,  pr,  pi,  bray  in  a  mortar,  C  5.^. 
Stanched,  pp.  staunched,  B  3.  p  3.  53. 
Stank,  t.  lake,  tank,  pool,  1 841.    E.  tank. 
Stant,  stands ;  see  Stonde. 
StapeUfjotp.  advanced,  B  4011,  £  1514  (in 

MS.  E.X 
Store,  8.  starling,  5. 34^ 
Starf,  pL  9.  o/'Sterve. 
Stark,  adj.  strong,  E  1458;   severe,  B 

3560. 
Startling,  moving  suddenly,  L.  1304. 
Staunohen,  v.  satisfy,  B  3.  m  3.  3. 
Stede,  8.  place,  HF.  731 ;  in  8tede  of^  in- 
stead of,  B  3308. 
Stede,  8.  steed,  A  3157. 
Stedfastnesse,  8.   constancy,   firmness, 

E  699;  stability,  15.  7. 
Steer,  8.  bullock,  A  3149. 
Steked,  pp.  stuck,  "L.  161  a. 


Stele,  8,  lit.  handle ;  Le.  the  (cool)  end, 
A  3785. 

Stelen,  v.  steal,  A  563 ;  Steleth,  pr.  8. 
steals  away,  B  3x ;  Stal,  pi.  8.  stole,  L. 
796;  came  (or  went)  cunningly,  HF. 
418 ;  went  stealthily,  B  3763 ;  stal  away^ 
stole  away,  3.  381 ;  Stole,  pp.  stolen,  A 
3637. 

SteUifjre,  v.  make  into  a  constellation, 
HF.  586,  I003. 

Stemed, pt  s.  shone,  glowed^  A  aos.  A.  S. 
ateman. 

Stenten,  v.  leave  off,  A  903  ;  ger.  to  stay, 
A  3443 ;  V.  cease,  leave  off,  B  3935  ; 
Stente,  spr.  a.  su^tf,  cease,  18. 61 ;  Stente, 
pt.  8.  ceased,  stopped,  3. 154 ;  L.  1240 ;  re- 
mained, L.  831 ;  stayed,  T.  i  373  ;  Stente, 
pt.  pt  ceased,  T.  i  60 ;  delayed,  L.  633  ; 
pp.  stopped,  A  1368. 

Stepe,  adj.  pi.  glittering,  bright,  A  3ot, 
753.    A.S.  gtiap. 

Steppes,  i>2.  foot-tracks,  L.  839,  3309. 

Store,  «.  helm,  rudder,  B  833 ;  pilot, 
helmsman,  guide,  B  448 ;  in  Here^  upon 
my  rudder,  T.  v.  641. 

Stere,  v.  steer,  rule,  T.  iil .  910 ;   x  pr.  8. 
I      steer,  T.  ii  4 ;  pp.  controlled,  L.  935. 
I  Stere,  v.  stir,  move,  excite,  T.  i  328 ;  pro- 
I      pose,  T.  iv.  1451 ;  pr.  «.  stirs,  HF.  8x7. 

Sterelees,  adj.  rudderless,  B  439< 

Steresman,  a.  steersman,  HF.  436. 

Steringe,  8.  stirring,  motion,  HF.  800. 

Sterlinges,  pi.  sterling  coins,  C  907. 

Sterne,  adj.  stem,  £  465 ;  violent,  T.  iii 
743. 

Sterre,  a.  star,  5.  68,  300 ;  constellation, 
HF.  599. 

Stert,  8.  start,  T.  v.  354 ;  at  a  atert,  in  a 
moment,  A 1705. 

Sterte,  v.  start,  go  quickly,  T.  ii  1634  ; 
move  away,  T.  iii.  949;  pass  away,  B 
335 ;  leap*  skip,  B.  344 ;  Stert,  pr.  a. 
rouses,  HF.  681 ;  Sterte,  ipt.  a.  departed, 
T.  iy.  93 ;  niahed,  L.  8x1 ;  leapt,  A  953  ; 
went,  T.  ii  1094 ;  went  at  once,  L.  660 ; 
Sterting,  prea.  pt.  bursting  suddenly, 
L.  i74«. 

Sterve,  v.  die,  A  1349 ;  die  of  famine,  C 
451 ;  Starf;  pt.  a.  L.  1691 ;  A  933,  B  383; 
Storven,  pt.  pi.  C  888. 

Stevene,  a.  voice,  sound,  language,  A 
3563 ;  rumour,  talk,  T.  iii  1733 ;  time, 
moment,  esp.  of  an  appointment,  A 
1534;  sound,  L.  1 3 19;  meeting  by  ap- 
pointment, 4.  53;  aatte  at.^  made  ap- 
pointment, A  4383. 

Stewe,  a.  a  fish-pond,  A  350;  a  small 
room,  closet,  T.  iii  601 ;  brothel,  HF.  sd 
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Stewe-dore,  $,  doeet-door,  T.  iii  698. 

Steyre,  t.  degree  (Lat.  gradus\  4,  129; 
Steyres,  gen,  stair's,  T.  iii  205. 

Stibom,  adj.  stubbora,  D  456,  637. 

Stidefast,  adj.  steadfast,  B  3641. 

Stif,  adj.  strong,  A  673;  bold,  R.  1270; 
hard,  D  3367. 

Stiken,  ger.  to  stick,  T.  i.  297;  Stiked, 

pt  s,  stnok,  B  509 ;  fixed,  B  3097 ;  Stikede, 

-     pt,  s.  pierced,  B  3897;  SUkked,  fixed, 

L.  3309 ;  ppk  stabbed,  B  430 ;  a  tUhed 

Moyn,  a  stuck  pig,  C  556. 

Stikinge,  $.  stioking,  setting,  1 954. 

Stikkes,  j;^  palings,  B  4038. 

Stillatorie,  ».  still,  vessel  nssd  in  distil- 
lation, Q>  58a 

StiUe,  adv.  quietly,  L.  816 ;  still,  D  330a 

StiUe,  ger,  to  silence,  T.  il  330. 

Stingeth,  pr.  a.  pierces,  L.  645. 

Stinte,  V.  leave  off,  A  1334 ;  cease,  &  883  ; 
cause  to  cease,  i.  63 ;  end,  E  747 ;  ger.  to 
cease,  B  3164 ;  to  stop,  T.  ii  383 ;  oease, 
I  730 ;  restrain,  R.  1441 ;  stop,  avert, 
L.  1647 ;  Stinte,  i  pr,  9,  leave  off  telling, 
HF.  1417 ;  pr.  pi.  cease,  1^$;  pt  s.  eubj, 
may  cease,  B  413 ;  Stinte,  pt,  s.  ceased, 
A  3431 ;  was  silent,  3.  1399 ;  pL  pL 
stopped  (crpr.  pL  stop),  L.  394 ;  Stinte, 
pL  8,  sukj.  should  cease,  T.  i  848  ;  i>p. 
stopped,  T.  iii  1016;  stint  thy  dappA, 
hold  3^ur  tongue,  A  3144;  Stinteth, 
imp.  pL  stay,  T.  ii  1739. 

Stintinge,  a.  ceasing,  end,  B  3.  m  7.  37. 

Stiren,  «.  stir,  excite,  B  3696. 

Stiropes,  a.  pL  stirrups,  B  1163. 

Stirte,  pL  $.  started,  D  1046 ;  rushed,  H 
303 ;  went  quickly,  E  3153. 

Stith, «.  anvil,  A  3036.    loeL  atedi, 

Stod,  -e ;  see  Stonde. 

Stok,  «.  a  block  of  wood,  A.  ii  38W  6 ; 
source,  14.  i ;  race,  A  1551 ;  pL  stumps, 
A  3934 ;  posts,  T.  iii,  589. 

Stoke,  ger,  to  stab,  thrust,  A  3546. 

Stokked,  pp.  fastened  in  the  stocks,  T. 
iii  380. 

Stole,  a  stool,  firame  for  tapestiy-work, 
L-  3353  ;  P^  chairs,  D  288. 

Stole,  pp.  0/ Stolen. 

Stomak,  «.  stomach,  T.  i  787 ;  appetite, 
D  1847 ;  compassion,  D  1441. 

Stomblen,  pr.  pL  stumble,  A  3613. 

Stonde,  v.  stand,  B  J050 ;  be  placed,  A 
745 ;  be  understood,  be  fixed,  S  346 ;  be 
set  in  view  (as  a  prise  at  a  gameX  B 
1931;  Jif^  wtonde^  finds  standing,  L. 
1499 ;  Stont,  j>r.  9,  stands,  is,  T.  iii.  1563 ; 
Stant,  pr.  «.  stands,  B  618 ;  consists,  I 
107, 1029 ;  is,  B  1304 ;  Stood,  irf.  &  A  354 ; 


stuck  fi»t,  D  1541 ;  Stonden,  pp,  HF. 

1938. 
Stongen,  pp.  stung,  A  1079^ 
Stoon,  8.  stone,  A  774;  precious  stoaie. 

gem,  B.  1086. 
Stoon-wal,  stone-wall,  L^  713. 
Stoor,  $.  store,  stock  (of  a  farmX  A  5t}8 

store,  D  3159 ;  value,  D  303. 
8toi>en,i>p.  advanced,  E  i5i4(MS.  E.  haj 

etapen). 
Stoppen,  «.  stop,  T.  ii  804. 
Store,  8.  store,  value,  B  4344 ;  pn— wrirr. 

„  I*.  ^337. 

Store,  ger.  to  store,  B  1463. 

Store,  a^.  voe.  audacious,  bold,  E  3^67. 

Icei  «edrr. 
Storial,  adj.  historical,  A  3179;    Storial 

sooth,  historical  trutk,  L.  703. 
Storie,  e.  history, .  legend  of  a  saint  iat 

the  like),  A  709 ;  history,  B  1366 ;  tale. 

story,  7.  io\  pL  books  of  history,  T.  v. 

Stonren,  pt  pL  q/Sterve,  died,  C  «8& 

Stot,  a  a  stallion,  horse,  00b,  A  615: 
heifer  (a  tenn  of  abuse),  D  1630. 

Stounde,  «.  hour,  time,  while,  A  1213, 
4007 ;  short  time,  B  1031 ;  moment,  L. 
S^9 ;  in  a  aUntnde,  at  a  time,  once,  A 
3993 ;  ttpon  a  aUMndej  in  one  hour,  T.  iv. 
635 ;  pi.  hours,  seasons,  T.  iii  1753. 

Stoundemele,  at  various  times,  from 
time  to  time,  T.  v.  674. 

Stoai>e,  ger.  to  stoop,  G  131 1. 

Stoor,  $.  battle,  contest,  B.  1370. 

Stout,  adj.  strong,  A  545. 

Straighter,  adj.  more  stretched  out,  more 
expanded,  B.  119. 

Stnike,  e.  move,  proceed,  3.  1313. 

Strange,  adj.  strange,  F  89 ;  extemai  D 
1 161 ;  not  its  own,  A.  ii  19.  7.  Evcit 
star  has  its  oim  degrees  (cf  long;itude 
in  the  equator  and  ecliptic 

Strangenease,  $.  estrangement,  B  ikjo. 

Btnnglen,  pr.  pL  strangle,  worry,  I  70S. 

Strangling,  «.  A  3458 ;  if  s£r.,  caused  by 
strangling,  L.  807. 

Stranght,  -e  ;  see  Streoohe. 

Stratmge,  adj,  strange,  foreign,  A  i^: 
unwonted,  7.  303;  difficult,  hard  to 
agree  upon,  F  1333 ;  like  a  stranger,  T. 
ii  1660 ;  unfriendly,  estranged,  'BL 1065: 
distant^  unbending,  5.  584;  not  well 
known,  A.  ii.  17.  rub, ;  [a  atrange  star  is 
one  that  is  not  represented  upon  the 
Bete  of  the  Astrolabe] ;  pi.  strangen,  T. 
ii  411. 

Straongely,  adv,  distantly,  T.  v.  955. 

Straw, «.  T.  iii  859 ; «  interj.  a  straw !  F6<)> 
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Gtrawezif  t;.  strew,  L.  207 ;  apr.a.  wbj. 

F  613 ;  pp,  strewn,  I  918. 
Starayte,  s,  strait,  B  464. 
Streoohe,  v,  stretch,  B  4498 ;  extend,  T. 
ii.  341 ;  reach,  7.  341 ;  Streighte,  pL  8, 
stretched,  HF.  1373 ;  Stranghte,  pt,  pi. 
extended,  A  2916 ;   Stranghten,  pL  pL 
8tr3tched<mt,  B.  loai ;  Streight,  stretched 
oat ;  long  sir.,  stretched  at  ftill  length, 
T.  IT.  1 163 ;  pp.  aa  adv.  straight,  T.  ii. 
599. 
Btree,  a.  straw,  A  2918 ;  pL  3.  718. 
Streem,  s.  river,  current,  L.  2508 ;  stream, 

A  464 ;  ray  (of  light),  2.  94. 
Streen,  s.  strain,  i.  e.  stock,  progeny, 

race,  E  157. 
Streight,  a4j.  straight,  3.  957. 
Streight,  adv.  straight,  straightway,  A 

671. 
Streight,  -e  ;  see  StreoohA. 
Streit,  adj.  narrow,  A  1984;  scanty,  R. 
457 ;  B  4179 ;  strict,  A  174  >  1>I*  scanty, 
small,  D  1436.    A.F.  ettreit. 
Streite,  pp.  aa  adj.  dxf.  drawn,  B  4547- 

(It  here  represents  Lat.  fMdlMa.) 
Streite,  adv.  closely,  T.  iv.  1689 ;  strictly, 

L.  723 ;  tightly,  A  457- 
Streitnes,  a.  smallness,  A.  L  ai.  55. 
Stremeden,  pL  pL  streamed,  T.  iv.  347. 
Strong,  a.  string,  D  2067  ;  pL  5.  197. 
Stronger,  adj»  comp.  stronger,  B  2410. 
Strengest,  strongest,  T.  i  243- 
Strengest-faythed,  strongest  in  faith, 

T.  i.  1007.    , 
Strengthe,  a.  strength,  A  84 ;  force,  3. 

351 ;  pi.  sources  of  strength,  B  3248. 
Btrepen,  v,  strip,  B  1958;   do  atr.  me, 

canse  me  to  be  stripped,  E  2200. 
Btrete,   a.  street,   T.  iL  613;    dot  HF. 

1049 ;  street,  road,  way,  i.  70 ;  B  1683. 
Btreyne,  v.  compress,  T.  iil  1205 ;  strain, 
press,  E  1753 ;  constrain,  £  144 ;  hold, 
con^e,  B.  1471 ;  ger.  to  compress,  T. 
lil   1071 ;   Stre3me,  pr.  pL  strain  (as 
through  a  sieve),  C  538. 
Btreyt,  adj.  small,  B  3.  m  a.  36. 
Strike,  a.  hank  (of  flax),  A  676. 
Strogelest ;  see  Btrugle. 
Stroke,  ger.  to  stroke,  T.  iii.  1249. 
Strokes,  !>{.  ct^Strook. 
Strompetes,  a.  pi.  strumpets,  B  i.  p  i. 

54. 
Stronde,  dot  shore,  L.  2189;  Strondes, 

pL  shores,  A  13. 
Strong,  adj.  difficult,  B  2635 ;  pi.  severe, 

A  1338,  2771. 
Stronge,  adv.  securely,  R  241. 
Stroof,i>e.  a.  of  Stryvo. 


Strook,  a.  stroke,  A  1701 ;  Strokes,  pL  T, 

iii  1067. 
Strouted,  pt  a.  stuck  out,  A  3315. 
Strowe,  V.  strew,  L.  ioi  a. 
Stroyer,  destroyer,  5.  360. 
Btmgle,  V.  struggle,  E  2374 ;  Strogelest, 

2  pr.  a.  G  829. 
Stryf,  a.  qufurrel,  strife,  A  1 187,   2784 ; 

took  stryf  =:  ^  took  up  the  cudgels,'  B  i. 

P  4.  93. 

Btryk,  a.  stroke,  mark,  A.  ii.  12.  19. 

Stryke,  v.  strike;  Stryken  out,  strike 
out,  D  1364  ;  Strike,  pp.  struck,  11.  35. 

Stryve,  v.  strive,  struggle,  la  30 ;  oppose, 
£  170 ;  Stroof,  pt  a.  strove,  vied,  A  1039 

Btryvinge,  a.  striving,  strife,  B  2674. 

Stubbel-goos,  a.  fatted  goose,  A  4351. 

Stubbes,  pi.  stumps,  A  1978. 

Stadie,  a.  study,  A  303 ;  state  of  medi- 
tation, A  1530 ;  Study,  library,  F  1207, 
1214 ;  Studies,  pL  endeavours,  B  3.  p  2. 
93 ;  desires,  B  4.  p  2.  56. 

Studie,  V.  study,  A  184 ;  ger.  give  heed,  I 
1090 ;  Studieth,  j9r.  a.  delibexates,  E 1955. 

Stoi&d,  pp.  filled,  £  264. 

Stnrdely,  adv.  boldly,  4.  82. 

Sturdinesse,  «.  sternness,  E  70a 

StuTdy,  adj'  cruel,  hard,  hax^,  stem,  E 
698,  1049 1  fin>^  ^>  u-  1380 ;  D  2162. 

Sty,  a.  pig-sty,  D  1829. 

Btye,  ger.  to  moimt  up,  B  4.  p  6.  414. 

Style  (i),  &  a  stile,  a  means  to  get  over 
a  barrier  by  climbing,  G  712,  F  106. 

Style  {a\  a.  style,  mode  of  writing,  F  105. 

Styves,  pi.  stews,  D  1332. 

Styward,  a.  steward,  B  9x4. 

Bnasioun,  a.  persuasiveness,  B  2.  p  i.  45- 

Subdekne,  a.  subdeacon,  1 891. 

Subgit,  adj.  subject,  T.  v.  1790;  Subget, 
T.  L  231. 

Subgit,  a.  subject,  T.  ii  828  ;  pi.  servants^ 
D  199a 

Subjeooion,  a.  {i\  suggestion,  (a  thing 
subjected  to  the  mind),  I  351 ;  (2),  sub- 
jection, obedience,  B  270;  submission, 
4.  32;  subjection,  governance,  B  3656, 

3742. 
Bublymatories,  a.  pL  vessels  for  subli^ 

mation,  Or  793. 
^ublymed,  pp.  sublimed,  sublimated,  O 

774.    *  Stiblimaie^  to  bring  by  heat  into 

the  state  of  vapour ' ;  Webster. 
Bublyming,  a.  sublimation,  G  77a 
Submitted,  pp.  subjected,  B  5.  p  i.  44  ; 

ye  ben  <.,  ye  have  submitted,  B  35. 
Subtil,  adj.  subtle,  C  141 ;  ingenious,  A. 

pr.  60 ;  skiliHil,  L.  6fj2 ;  finely  woven,  5. 

272. 
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Subtilitee,  i.  sabtlety,  craft,  secret  know- 
ledge, G  6ao;  skill,  craft,  G  844;  pi. 
tricks,  £  2421. 

Bubtilly,  cuiv.  craftily,  A  610 ;  subtly,  F 
333. 

Subtiltee,  «.  subtlety,  F  140;  speoioiiB 
reasoning,  HF.  855 ;  skill,  B  4509 ;  trick, 
D  i4x>. 

Buooedent,  «6.  a  '  snocedent '  house,  A. 
it  4.  48.  The  auccedent  houses  are  the 
second,  fifth,  eighth,  and  eleventh,  as 
these  are  about  to  follow  the  most  im- 
portant houses,  which  are  the  first, 
fourth,  eeventh,  and  tenth. 

Buore,  «.  sugar,  T.  iii  1194. 

Buored,  pp.  sugred,  T.  iL  384. 

BufBsaanoe,  a.  sufficiency,  A  490;  suffi- 
cient food,  D  1843 ;  enough,  a  com- 
petence, to.  15 ;  contentment,  B  4029 ; 

3.703. 
BufBaaont,  adj,  sufficient,  good  enough, 

A  163 1 ;  A.  pr.  7 ;  capable,  L.  9524 ;  well 

endowed,  ll  1067. 
BufBaaonUy,    adv.  sufficiently,    A.   pr. 

43 ;  availably,  B  2492. 
Biifflrable,  adj.  patient,  D  442. 
BiifOraouoe,  e.   longsuffering,    B   2479; 

patience,  E  1162 ;  Sufflrance,  longsuffer- 
ing, B  2654 ;  permission,  F  788. 
Buffraout,  prea.  pt.  as  $.  patient  man, 

T.  iy.  1584  ;  ae  adj.  patient,  tolerant,  3. 

loia 
Buifire,  V.  suffer,  permit,  A  649 ;  endure, 

3.4". 
Buflyae,  V,  suffice,  B  3648 ;  Sufi^^seth,  (it) 

suffices,  12.  15 ;  Suffyce,  imp.  8.  be  oon> 

tent  (spend  f^rugally),  13.  2. 
Buggestioun,  ».  a  criminal  ohaige,  B 

s6o7]  hint,  I  331. 
Bugre,  a.  sugar,  B  2046. 
Bukkenye,  a.  short  frock,  tunic,  B.  1232. 

O.F.  aouquanie ;  F.  aouquenie  (Ck>tgrave). 
Bummitted,  pp.  submitted,  B  3.  p  10. 15 ; 

subjected,  B  4.  p  6.  145. 
Buperfioe,  a.  surface,  A.  i  21.  42 ;  in  the 

a.  of,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 

of^  A.  i  21.  32. 
Buperfloitee,  a.  superfluity,  excess,  A 

436 ;  over-abundance,  A.  pr.  5a 
Bupplien,  v.  supplicate,  entreat,  B  ^. 

p  8.  ti. 
Bupportaoiotm,  a,  support,  B  2332. 
Bupprysed,  pp.  surprised,  T.  iii.  1184. 
Buroote,  a.  upper  coat,  A  617. 
Surement,  a.  pledge,  F  1534. 
Buretee,  a.  security,  D  903  ;  careless  con- 
fidence, 7.  215. 
Burfeet,  a.  surfeit,  I  913. 


SurmoimtetfaL,  pr.  a.  surpasses,  Lk  123. 

Suzplys,  a.  surplice,  A  3323,  G  S5& 

Surquidirie,  $.  over-confidenoe,  pmaumy 
tion,  I  403  ;  arrogance,  T.  1  213.  O.  F. 
aurguiderie. 

Baraannre,  a.  a  wound  healed  outwardly, 
but  not  inwardly,  F  1113. 

Sorveyaunoe,  a.  surveillance,  C  95. 

Suapecioun, «.  suspicion,  T.  iL  561. 

Buspeoious,  adj.  ominous  of  evil^  £  540. 

Bnspeet,  adj.  suspicious,  ominous  of  evil. 
E54I. 

Snspeot,  a.  suspicion,  B  2385. 

Sustenance,  a.  support,  living,  E  xn, 

Sostene,  v.  sustain,  support,  F861 ;  main- 
tain, I.  32 ;  endure,  B  2654 ;  uphold, 
preserve,  B  160 ;   hold  up  (herseir><  7- 

Buster,  a.  sister,  L.  592,  986 ;  Her  snster 
love,  love  for  her  sister,  L.  33165 ;  Sns- 
tren,  pi.  T.  iii  733 ;  Snstres,  pi.  B  4057. 

Suwe,  ger.  to  follow,  T.  i  3791. 

Buyte,  a.  suit,  array  (of  like  kind),  A  2873 : 
Sute,  uniform  pattern,  3.  361. 

Swa,  so  (Northern),  A  4040^ 

BwaA,  pt.  a.  «if  Swelle. 

Swalowe,  v.  swallow,  HF.  1035. 

Swalwe,  *.  swallow,  A  3358. 

Bwappe,  a.  a  swoop,  the  striking  of  a 
bird  of  prey,  HF.  543. 

Swapx>e,  ger.  to  swap,  strike,  E  586; 
Swapte,  pL  «.  dashed,  T.  iv.  356 ;  fell 
suddenly,  £  1099 ;  Swap,  imp.  a.  strike 
off,  G366. 

Swartiah,  adj.  aa  ctdv.  dark,  HF.  1647. 

Swatte,  pt.  a.  of  Swete. 

Swayn,  a.  servant-lad,  young  man.  A 
4027. 

Bweigh,  a,  motion,  sway,  B  396. 

Swelleth,  pr.  a.  swells,  A  3743;  Swal, 
pt, «.  D  967 ;  up  'Sfoal,  was  puffed  up 
with  anger,  B  1750 ;  Swolleui  fyp.  proind, 
£950. 

Swelte,  V.  die,  T.  iii  347 ;  Swelt,  pr.  $. 
dies,  4.  128 ;  pt.  a.  died,  E  1776 ;  Ian- 
guished,  &inted,  A  1356. 

Swelwe,  V.  swallow,  B  3808. 

Bwerd,  a.  sword,  A  112. 

Swere,  v.  swear,  A  454 ;  Swoor,  1  pL  a. 
E  2312;  Swore,  apt.  a.  L.  1378;  Sw66r, 
pt.  a.  swore,  7.  loi ;  Sworen,  pLpL  swore. 
B  344 ;  Sworn,  pp.  sworn  (to  the  con- 
trary), T.  iv.  976  ;  A  1089  ;  sworn  (to  do 
it),  G  6S1 ;  boimd  by  oath,  F  18 ;  swum 
(it  should  not  be  so),  D  640. 

Swering,  a.  swearing,  C  631. 

Swete,  adj.  sweet,  A  5,  3437 ;  aa  a.  sweet 
one,  love,  3.  833. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


(StoBBCixiat  jntejr. 


109 


GivretOy  $.  sweetDesB,  5.  161. 

B'^vete,  V.  sweat,  O  579;   Swatte,  pt,  s. 

sweated,  B  1966. 
B'wete  herte,  sweetheart,  T.  iii.  69. 
S^w^te-IiOkixig,  Sweet-Looking,  R.  900. 
S'wetnease,  a.  sweetnees,  i.  51 ;  nourish- 
ment, 3.  415. 
S'^retter,  adj.  comp.  sweeter,  B.  622,  768. 
B^wety,  adj.  sweaty,  9.  a8. 
B^wreven,  i.  dream,  B.  38;  pL  dreams, 

K.  3. 
S'virevening,  t.  dream,  B.  26;    Sweven- 

inges  {pron,  swev'ningez),  B.  i. 
B'weynte,  pp.  at  dAf.  adj.  tired  out,  sloth- 
ful, HF.  1783.    Pp.  oimcmchm, 
Swioh,  adj.  such,  A  3,  243,  313 ;  such  a 
thing,  B  4636 ;  Swich  a,  such  a,  B  3921 ; 
Swich  ocn,  such  a  one,  F  231. 
S'wiiDine,  v.  swim,  A  3550,  L.  2450 ;  Swom- 
men,  pL  pZ.  were  filled  with  swimming 
things,  5.  188. 
Swink,  B.  labour,  toil,  A  188,  540. 
S'V^nke,  v.  toil,  labour,  T.  v.  37a;    to 
cause  to  labour,  HP.  16;  pr.  pi.  work 
for,  G  31 ;  Swonken,  pp.  toiled,  A  4335. 
Swinker,  «.  labourer,  toiler,  A  531. 
Swire,  s.  neck,  throat,  B.  335. 
Swogh,  «.  (i)  songh,  low  noise,  5.   347; 
murmur,  HF.  1031 ;  sigh,  groan,  A  3619 ; 
rustling  noise,  blast,  A  1979 ;  whiadng 
noise,  HF.  1941 ;  Swogh,  (3),  swoon,  D 
799 ;  Swow,  grief,  3.  315. 
Swollen,  pp.  proud,  £  95a 
Swolow,  &  gtdf,  L.  1 104. 
Swolwe,  V.  swallow,  H  36. 
Swommen,  pr.pt.  were  filled  with  swim- 
ming thixigs,  5.  188. 
Swonken,  pp.  toiled,  A  4335. 
Swoot,  s.  sweat,  G  578. 
Swote,  adj.  sweet,  A  3860,  3305;  pL  B. 

60.    See  Bote,  Swete. 
Swote,  adv.  sweetly,  T.  L  158. 
Swough,  Swow ;  see  Swogh. 
Sworme,  Swow  lie,  v.  swoon,  faint,  T. 
ii  574 ;    Swowned,  pt,  s.  swooned,  A 
3943 ;  pp.  A  913. 
Swow,.s.  swoon  ;  hence,  anguish,  3.  315. 
Swowne,  t.  swoon,  F  1080 ;  Aswowne,  in 

a  swoon,  C  345. 
Swowning,  «.  swooning,  C  346. 
Swyn,  *.  swine,  boar,  F  1354  ;  hog,  D  46a 
Swynea-heed,  «.  pig's  head  (a  term  of 

abuse),  A  4363. 
Swythe,  adv.  quickly,  C  796 ;  at  atc.^  as 
soon,  T.  V.  1384 ;  as  quickly  as  possible, 
immediately,  B  637,  G  936. 
Swyve,  V.  lie  with,  A  4178;  pp.   dis- 
honoured, A  3850. 

E 


Sy,  saw ;  pU  t.  o/See. 

Bye,  ger.  to  sink  down,  T.  v.  183. 

Bye,  Syen,  saw ;  see  Bee. 

Byk,  adj.  sick,  ill ;  for  tyk^  on  account 
of  being  sick,  D  394 ;  Syke,  def,  F  iioo ; 
pi.  sick  ])ersons,  T.  iii  61. 

Byk,  3.  sigh,  F  498. 

Byke,  v.  sigh,  T.  iii.  1360 ;  Syke,  ger.  to 
sigh  (butperhape  read  syte,  ie.  to  grieve, 
for  the  rime\  T.  ii.  884 ;  Syketh,  pr.  a. 
sighs,  5.  404 ;  33.  63  (men  sigh) ;  Syked, 
pt  a.  sighed,  A  3985;  Sighte,  pt.  a. 
sighed,  B  1^35. 

Bykliohe,  adj.  sickly,  T.  ii.  1538. 

Bymonials,  a.  pL  simoniacs,  I  784. 

Symonye,  a.  simony,  D  1309. 

Byre,  s.  master  of  the  house,  D  713 ;  mas- 
ter, 5.  13. 

Bys,  num.  six  (at  dice),  B  3851. 

[Byte,  v.  to  grieve;  perhaps  the  right 
reading  in  T.  ii.  884.] 

Bythe,  a.  time,  B.  80 ;  Sythe,  pL  (orig.  a 
gen.  pL),  A  1878 ;  ofte  aythe^  oftentimes, 
E  333,  G  1031 ;  Sythes,  pi.  times,  A  485- 

Sythe,  a.  scythe,  L.  646. 

T. 

T*,  for  To,  frequenUy  prefixed  to  verba  ;  aa 
tal^de,  tamende,  &o. 

Taa,  V.  take  ^Northern),  A  4139. 

Tftbard,  a.  a  herald's  ooat-of-arms,  hence, 
(i)  the  same,  as  an  inn-sign,  A  30;  (3) 
a  ploughman's  loose  ftock,  A  541. 

Tabemaoles,  p2.  shrines,  HF.  133,  1190. 

Table,  a.  table,  A  jog;  table  dormaunt, 
perxnanent  side-table,  A  353;  tablet, 
writing-tablet,  3.  780;  tablet,  plate, 
HF.  143  ;  table  {o£  the  law),  C  639 ;  one 
of  the  thin  plates  on  which  almican- 
teras  are  engraved,  A.  ii  31.  6 ;  at  table, 
at  board,  i.e.  entertained  as  a  lodger, 
G  1015 ;  Tables,  pL  tables  (for  calcula- 
tion), F  1373;  dining-tables,  B  1443; 
writing-tablets,  D  1741 ;  plates,  A.  i. 
14.  3 ;  the  game  of  *  tables '  or  back- 
gammon, F9oa 

TabouT,  a.  small  drum,  D  3368. 

Tabouren,  pr.  pU  drum,  din,  L.  354. 

Tabregge,  for  To  abregge,  to  abridge, 
shorten,  T.  iii  395. 

Tabreyde,  for  To  abreyde,  to  awake,  T. 
V.  530. 

Tabyde,  for   To   abyde,   to    abide,    T. 

V.  33. 
Taohe,  a.  defect,  31.  18.    See  Teoohes. 
Tacheve,  for  To  acheve,  to  achieve   L. 

3I1I. 

e  3 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


110 


<Bfo00amf  ^nUx* 


Taoompte,  for  To  aoompte,  to  reckon 

up,  aa.  17. 
Taoordf  for  To  aocord,  L  e.  to  agreement, 

H98. 
Taoorde,  for  To  aoorde,  to  agree,  1.  27. 
Tacoye,  for  To  aooye,  to  decoy,  T.  v. 

78a. 
Taffota,  8,  taffeta,  A  440. 
Taflfraye,  for  To  affiraye,  to  firighten,  £ 

455. 

TaiUages,  8.  pi.  taxes,  I  567. 

Taille,  8.  taliy,  an  account  scored  npon 
two  UTTnilarly  notched  sticks,  A  570,  B 
1606. 

Take,  v.  seue,  T.  ii.  389 ;  present,  offer, 
G  333 ;  g&r,  to  take,  A  34 ;  Takestow, 
takest  thou,  G  435 ;  Take  me,  i  pr.  «. 
betake  myself,  B  1985;  Took,  i  pt  «. 
drew  in,  breathed  in,  B  i.  p  3.  3  (Lat. 
hau8i) ;  hit,  J)  79a ;  pt.  8.  handed  over, 
gave,  B  1484 ;  had,  B  19a  ;  Toke,  apt  8. 
tookest,  3. 483 ;  Toke,  pt.  pi,  took,  F 1240 ; 
received,  F  356;  Take,  pp.  taken,  A 
9007 ;  entrusted,  I  880 ;  brought,  i.  ao ; 
Tak,  tmjp.  8.  receive,  B  117;  accept  as 
a  result,  A.  ii  35.  57;  t<ik  kepe^  take 
heed,  observe,  B  3757 ;  tak  8he^  let  her 
take,  5.  463 ;   Taketh,   imp.  piL  take, 

4.9- 
Takel,  «.  tackle,  archery-gear,  anows,  A 

106, 
Tald,  pp.  told  (Northern),  A  4307. 
Tale,  8.  tale,  A  3136 ;  story,  A  36,  831 ; 

account,  B  4308 ;  enumeration,  £  383 ; 

Igan  flnde  a  iale  to  him,  I  thought  of 

something  to  say  to  him,  3.  536 ;  telle 

tale,  give  an  account  of,  A  330. 
Tale,  V.  tell  a  tale,  talk,  spes^  T.  iii. 

1335  J  Talen,  ger.  to  tell  tales,  A  773; 

pr.  8. 8ubj.  talk  about,  I  378. 
Talent,  8.  inclination,  wish,  desire,  B 

3439 ;  desire,  appetite,  C  540 ;  longing, 

B  3.  p  I.  13. 

Taling,  «.  tale-telling,  B  1634. 
Talighte,  for  To  aUghte,  ie.  to  alight, 

E909. 
Talle,  adj.  docile,  obsequious,  4.  38.    (A 

rare  sense.) 
Tamende,  for  To  amende,  to  redress,  £ 

441. 
Tanoyen,  for  To  anoyen,  to  injure,  B 

49a. 
Tanswere,  L  e.  to  answer,  D  1589. 
Tapes,  pi.  tapes,  A  3341. 
Tapioer,  8,  upholsterer,  maker  of  carpets, 

A  363. 
Tapite,  v.  cover  with  tapestry,  3.  360. 
Tappe,  *.  tap,  A  3890,  3893. 


Tappestere,  8.  female  tapster,  barmaid, 

A  341,  3336. 
Tarditae,  8.  slowness,  I  718. 
Tare,  8.  tare,  kind  of  weed,  A  1570. 
Tareste,  for  To  areste,  to  arrest,  F  1570. 
Targe,  e.  target,  shield,  A  471 ;  defence. 

I.  176. 
Tarien,    v.  tany,  B  983;    delay    {psad 

actively),  F  73;    \  pr.  8.  tarry,    T.  iii. 

"95 ;  J>P-  delayed,  T.  ii  1739. 
Tarraye,  for  To  arraye,  to  array,  axrmnge, 

£961. 
Tart,  €tdj.  of  sharp  flavour,  pungent,  A  581. 
Tartre,  8.  tartar,  G  813 ;  oiUe  of  Tartre, 

(probably)  cream  of  tartar,  or  bitartrate 

of  potassium,  A  63a 
Taryinge,  8.  tarrying,  delay,  A  8ai. 
Taa,  8.  heap,  A  1005,  i<^i  loao.     O.F.  to*. 
TassaiUe,  ftr  To  aesaiUe,  i  e.  to  assail, 

£  1 180. 
Tassaye,  for  To  ass^ye,  to  test,   prore, 

try,  E  454,  1075. 
Taaseled,   pp.    firinged,  provided   with 

tassels,  B.  1079  \  ^  S'S^' 
Tasaemble,  for  To  assemble,   to   bring 

together,  D  89. 
Tassoille,  for  To  assoile,  ie.  to  absolve, 

0  933- 

Tassure,  for  To  assure,  B  1331. 

Tast,  8.  taste,  relish  (for),  5.  160. 

Taste,  V.  try,  test,  L.   1993;   pt.  m.  ex* 

perienoe^  T.  i  639 ;  imp,  a  fe^  Q  505. 
Taughte,  pC.  8.  o/Teche. 
Taverner,  8.  innkeeper,  C  685. 
Tavyse,  ffr  To  avyse  (me),  to  deUberate, 

B  1436. 
Tawayte,  for  to  awayte,  to  dwell,  r»> 

main,  35.  7. 
Taylage,  8.  taxation,  9.  54. 
Teoohes,  pi.  evil  qualities,  defects,  T.  ill 

935 ;  characteristics,  HF.  1778. 
Teohe,  v.  teach,  inatruct,  A  308,  ger.  to 

show,  R.  518 ;  Techen,  v.  direct,  B  4139; 

ger.  to  inform  (him  ofX  D 1336 ;  Taoghte, 

1  pt.  8.  taught,  told,  D  1050. 

Te  deum,  the  anthem  so  called,  D  1866. 

Teer,  8.  tear,  E  1104. 

Tehee,  interj.  (denoting)  laughter,  hee- 
hee !  A  374a 

Telle,  V.  teU,  recount,  relate,  A  38 ;  com- 
pute, 3.  440;  ger.  to  tell,  to  be  told»  F 
447 ;  I  pr.  8,  account,  B  4344 ;  Telle  no 
tale,  set  no  store,  5.  336 ;  Telles,  pr.  9. 
(Northern  formX  tells,  3.  73;  HF.  4^6; 
Tolde,  I  pt,  8,  counted,  HF.  1380;  ac- 
counted, J)  303,  3o8 ;  pt,  pi.  esteemed, 
T.  i  131 ;  herd  told,  heard  (it)  told,  T.  i 
197 ;  Tolde,  pp,  pi.  told,  B  56. 
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Vjrem,  8,  blemish,  B.  930 ;  hurt,  F  121. 
MTeininelees,  adj,  stainlees,  G  47. 
Wendon,  ^er.  to  go,  A  21^  3314;   pass 

away,  A  3025 ;  go,  pass,  B  1683 ;  Went, 

jw".  8.  goes,  T.  ii  36,  8ia  ;  Wente,  pt,  8. 

-went,  A  78,  B  1739  i  Wente  him,  pt.  8. 

-went,  G  no;  Wentestow,  a  pr.  8.  hast 

tboa  gone,  A  3486 ;  Went,  pp.  gone,  L. 

1651 ;  ten  went,  are  gone,  B  173 ;  ta  tcent, 

is  gone,  G  534. 
"^yending,  «.  departnre,  T.  iv.  1344,  1436. 
"^^ene,  8.  supposition,  doubt,  T.  iv.  1593 ; 

tcithouten  toene,  without  doubt,  B.  574, 

"^Tireneii,  v.  ween,  suppose,  imagine,  con- 
sider, L.  la;  G  676;  expect,  A  4330; 
'Wenestow,  weenest  thou,  tihinkest  thou, 
D  31X ;  Weneth,  pr,  8,  imagines  (with 
men  — one},  A  2195;  Wen<^  1  pt,  8. 
imagined,  T.  r.  69s ;  supposed,  P  585 ; 
fancied,  A  xa69 ;  Wendest,  a  pr,  8,  8ubj, 
shouldst  ween,  T.  i  1031 ;  Wende,  pi,  8, 
miibj,  would  ha.ve  thought,  C  78a ;  Wend, 
pp.  supposed,  T.  ir.  384 ;  imagined,  T.  v. 
168a. 

"Wenged,  adj.  winged,  HF.  axi8. 

"Wenges,  pi.  wings,  L.  168  a. 

"Weninge,  «.  imagination,  supposition, 
T.  iv.  99a. 

"Wont,  |)r.  8,  andpp,  o/Wenden. 

"Wente,  lit «.  o/Wenden. 

"Wente,  «.  turn,  T.  ii  63 ;  path,  passage, 
T.  iii  787 ;  footpath,  18.  69. 

"Wepe,  V.  weep,  A  144?  ^30 ;  Weep,  pt.  8. 
wept,  A  148,  B  606, 105a;  Wepte,  pt.  8. 
(toe<ikJorm\  B  267 ;  Wepen,i>p.  T.  i.  941 ; 
Wopen,i7p.  F5a3. 

"Wepen,  8,  weapon,  L.  1994. 

"Werbid, «.  tune  (warble),  T.  ii.  1033. 

Werche,  v.  work,  peirform,  B  566; 
Wroghtestow  {for  Wroghtest  thou), 
tilxou  didst  cause,  B  3583 ;  Wroghte,  pt.  8. 
-worked,  A  497;  contriTcd,  B  1788; 
made,  £'1153 ;  Wroughte,  i  pt.  8.  acted, 
A.  il  3.  46 ;  did,  B.  701 ;  Wrought,  pp. 
made,  formed,  B.  559;  bom,  B  3619; 
created,  G  336 ;  composed,  L.  37a. 

Werde,  pt. «.  0/ Were  (wear). 

"Werdes,  8.  pi,  fates,  destinies,  B  i. 
m  I.  14. 

Were,  &  weir,  5.  138 ;  T.  iii  35. 

Were,  8,  doubt,  3.  1395 ;  HF.  979 ;  men- 
tal struggle,  L.  a686.    Lowi  Sc.  weir. 

"Wexe,  2  pt.  8.  wast,  T.  iv.  76a ;  it  were, 
they  were,  E  850 ;  td  were  it,  though  it 
were,  D  117a. 

"Were  (wtee),  v.  wear,  ai.  7;  Werede, 
pt.  8,  wore,  A  1388,  3335 ;  Werde,  B.  S75 ; 


Wered,  A  75;  Wered  upon,  i  pt.  8.  wore 

upon  (me),  D  559. 
Were,  ger.  to  defend,  A  3550. 
'Weringe,  «.  wearing,  I  105a. 
Werk,  8.  work,  A  479  ;  act,  L.  891. 
"Werken,  v.  act,  A  3537 ;  pr.  a.  acts.  L. 

1385. 
WeTkeTB^pl.  doers,  D  1937. 
"Werkes,  pr.  pL  ache,  A  403a 
"Werking, «.  deed,  H  aio ;  mode  of  opera- 
tion, G  1367. 
"Weme,  ger.  to  refuse,  T.  iii  149,  iv.  in'; 

V.  refuse,  B.  1485;   warn  off,  B.  636; 

Wemed,  pp.  forbidden,  B.  44a. 
'Werning,  e.  let,  forbidding,  B.  1 143. 
"Werre,  8.  war,  T.  ii.  868 ;  trouble,  T.  v. 

1393 ;  cf  werre,  in  war,  T.  i  134  ;  to  «?., 

in  enmity,  i.  116. 
"Werre,  adv.  worse,  3.  616. 
"Werreye,  ger,  to  xnake  war,  A  1484 ;  v. 

war  against,  A  1544 ;  pr.  8.  opposes,  I 

487. 
"Werreyour, «.  warrior,  L.  597. 
"Wers,  adj.  worse,  A  3873. 
"Werste,  adj.  euperL  worst,  T.  ii.  304. 
Werte,  «.  wart,  A  555, 
"Wery,  adj.  (being)  weary,  T.   iv.   707; 

worn,  B.  440,  664 ;  beaten  repeatedly, 

lit.  weary,  B  4.  m  5.  17. 
"Wesele,  «.  weasel,  A  3334. 
We8h,|>e.  8.  of  Wasshe. 
Weste,  V.  turn  to  the  west,  L.  61,  197. 
Westren,  v.  to  go  to  the  west,  T.  ii  906. 
Wete,  8,  perspiration,  G  1187. 
"Wete,  V.  wet,  HF.  1785. 
Wether,  8,  sheep,  T.  iv.  1374. 
"Weven,  v,  weave,  L.  3353 ;  Waf,  pt.  8. 

wove,  L.  3364. 
"Wex,  8.  wax,  A  675,  £  143a 
Wexen,  v.  wax,  grow,  become,  B  3365,  G 

877 ;  ipr,8.8ubj.  may  I  become,  G  1377; 

Wexe,  2  pr.  pi.  increase,  grow  (in  ap- 
plauding), E  998;    Wex,  pt.  8.  grew, 

became,    A    1363 ;   increased,   L.   737 ; 

Woxe,  pp.  grown,  B.  1460 ;  become,  HF. 

1494. 
"Wexede,  pt.  e,  coated  with  wax,  A  ii. 

4a  38. 
"Wey,  8,  way,  A  34 ;  path,  B.  1345 ;  the 

sun's  apparent  daily  path,  A.  ii  3a  5 ; 

the  sun's  appieurent  annual  orbit,  A.  i 

ai.  49 ;  ajhirlong  wey,  a  short  time  (lit. 

short  distance),  E  516 ;  go  wey,  go  thy 

way,  T.  i  574 ;  do  wey,  take  away,  A 

3287. 
Weyen,  v.  weigh,  B  3776 ;  oghte  weyen, 

ought  to  weigh,  L.  398. 
"Weyere,  «.  the  '  weigher,'  a  translation 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


124 


&toBBaxiat  3nb^r* 


of  the  Lat.  equator ;  because  the  days  and 
nights,  at  the  equinoxes,  are  equal ;  A. 
i  17-  25- 

"Weyk,  adj.  weak,  7.  541. 

Weylaway,  interj.  alas  !  A  938. 

'Weymentinge,  «.  lamenting,  A  90a; 
lament,  T.  ii.  6$. 

'Waynes,  a.  pL  chariots,  B  4-  m  5.  6. 

Weyven,  ger.  to  turn  aside,  £  1483 ;  v. 
waive,  neglect,  T.  ii  2S4 ;  put  aside,  D 
1 176 ;  forsake,  Gt  276 ;  alMUidon,  B  2406. 

'Wlian,  when,  A  s,  18,  179. 

What,  whatever,  4.  170 ;  what  sort  of  a, 
L.  1505 ;  what  with,  B  ai,  22  ;  why,  T. 
ii.  a62, 392 ;  what !  how  !  L.  i8oa ;  What 
that,  whatever,  £  165 ;  What  man  that, 
whoever,  B  2645 ;  What . .  what,  partly, 
.  .  partly,  HF.  2058. 

Wheelen,  ger.  to  cause  to  revolve,  T.  i. 

1.^9- 
Whelkes,  pL  pimples,  blotches,  A  63a. 
'Whelp,  8.  cub,  A  2627. 
Whenne,  adv.  whence,  £  588. 
Whennes,  adv.  whence,  B  240a 
Wher,  adv.  where,  B  1785,  &c. ;  wherever, 

B.  1669 ;  Wher  as  (or  Wher-as),  where 

that,  where,  B  647,  131 1. 
"Wher,  whether,    (a   common   contracted 

form  0/ whether),  3.  91. 
Wher-as,  adv.  where  that,  where,  T.  iii. 

516. 
'Whereof,  prep,  in  what  respect,  B.  jos ; 

for  what,  B.  1552. 
'Wherfore,  for  any  cause,  O  216. 
'Wher-on  ;  long  wher-cn,  because  of  what, 

G930. 
"Wher-so,  whether,  B  294 ;  wherever,  L. 

439- 
'Wher-through,  adv.  by  means  of  which, 

3.  12a 
"Wherto,  adv.  for  wherefore,  T.  L  409. 
Whete,  8.  wheat,  C  375. 
'Whether,  adj.  which  (of  two),  A  1856. 
'Whette,  pp.  pL  sharpened,  T.  v.  1760. 
Which,  pron.  which,  A  161 ;  whom,  A 

568 ;  what  kind  of,  L.  1883 ;  Which  a, 
'  what  kind  of  a,  what  a,  L.  668,  869,  &c. 
"Whider,  whither,  T.  v.  428,  486. 
"Whilk,  which  (Northern),  A  407& 
'Whilom,  adv.  once,  D  2017. 
'Whippeltree  (better  Wippeltree),  coznel- 

tree,  A  2923. 
"Whirle,  ger.  to  rush,  go  swiftly,  T.  v. 

1019 ;  V.  be  whirled  round,  5.  8a 
'Who,  interrog,  who,  T.  v.  371 ;  D  692  ; 

indef.  who  (it  might  be),  ^  244;  one 

who,  3.  559;  whoever,  who,  T.  v.  1115; 

Wlio  was  who,  which  was  which,  A  430a 


'Whyle,  a.  time,  A  3^99 ;  tBorih  (Ae  idk., 

worth  while,  T.  v.  882. 
'Wliyl-er,  adv.  formerly,  G  132& 
'Wliyles,  gen.  a.  as  adv.  \  the  whyUe,  whilst, 

3.  151. 
'Whylom,  adv.  once,  formerly,  once  on  a 

time,  B.  la  362. 
'Whyne,  v.  whine,  whinny,  D  386. 
'Wl^  adj.  white,  A  238;  as  s6.,  white 

wine,  C  526, 562 ;  pL  innocent,  guilaleflB,  T. 

iii    1567 ;    specious,    flattering,    T.    iii 

901. 
"Whyte,  s.  white  (I  a  silver),  T.  iiL  1384- 
'Widwe,  «.  widow,  A  253. 
'Widwehode,    «.    widowhood,    I     916; 

Widwehed,  L.  295  a. 
'Wierdes,  pi.  fates,  T.  iiL  617 ;  'Wirdea, 

L.  258a    A.S.  tryrd. 
'Wight,  8.  a  person,  creature,  man,  living 

being,  A  71,  280 ;  whit,  short  wliile,  A 

4^3;    Wightes,    pi    creatures,    men. 

beings,  A  34791 
'Wight,  adj.  active,  B  3457 ;  fleet,  A  40616. 
Wighte,  s.  weight,  HF.  739 ;  A  2145,  *52ul 
'Wike,  8.  week,  C  362.    See  'Wyke. 
Wiket, «.  wicket-gate,  small  gate,  S  2045, 

2118. 
Wikke,  a^'.  evil,  wicked,  bad,  A  lortj, 

1580;  false,  B  2247;  depraved,  ici  55: 

much  alloyed,  HF.  13461 
'Wikked,  adj.  bad,  wicked,  L.  2395 ;  pL 

wieked,  I  112.    In  B  3576,  wikked  nai.  is 

put  for  F.  mau  «<,  i  e.  Sir  Oliver  Manny; 

see  the  note  in  the  larger  edition. 
Wikkednesae,  c  evil,  17.  7. 
'Wil,  c  will,  6.  83.    SeeW^ille. 
'Wil,  I  pr.  8.  desire,  wish,  7.  244 ;  pr.  c 

desires,  B  1843. 
'Wilde,  adj.  wild ;  WUde  fyr,  wild  fire, 

Are  not  easily  put  out,  Greek  fira  D 

373 ;  flaming  spirits,  I  445 ;  a  disease, 

erysipelas,  A  4172,  E  2252 ;  "WBde,  pL  A 

2018. 
'Wildnease,  8.  wilderness,  9^  54. 
"Wilen,  pr.  pi  wUl,  B.  1683. 
Wilftil,  adj.  voluntary,  B  3.  p  ii.  167. 
Wilfkil,  as  adv.  wilfully,  willingly,  5. 429 
'WilAilhed,  8.  wilitilness,  L.  355  & 
WilftiUy,  adv,  willingly,  voluntarily,  of 

Aree  will,  by  choice,  B  4486,  C  441. 
'Wilftilnease, «.  wish,  B  2572. 
"Wille,  8.  own  accord,  will,  i.  45, 57 ;  plea- 
sure, desire,  £  326,  F  i,  8 ;  Willes,  gen. 

F  568  ]  aebyhie  tc,  willingly,  17.  12. 
'Wille,  v.  will,  desire,  £  721. 
'Willing,  8.  desire,  £  319^ 
"Willingly,  adv.  of  free  will,  E  362. 
I  "Wilnen,  v.  desire,  A  2114 ;  Wilnest,  2  pr. 
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8.   decixMt,  A  1609 ;  Wilned,  i  pt.  8.  $, 
1263,  1367.    A.  8.  wdnian. 
"^^ilningef  #.  willingf  wishisg,  B  3.  p  11. 

88  ;  pL  deaixQS,  B.  3.  p  11.  175. 
^^ilcrw,  8.  willaw-tree,  A  292a. 
'^^£ltow,2jpr.«.wilttlioii,Aix56;  viahest 

thou,  B  ai]6 ;  leilt  thou  (go),  D  1387. 
'^TITimpel,  «.  wimple,  a  ooyexing  for  the 
head,  gathered  round  it,  and  pleated 
xmcLer  the  chin,  A  15  !• 
'Wixx]a>leth,  pr,  a,  conceals  (as  with  a 

•wimple),  B  a.  p  I.  66. 
"^TITindM,  «.  windlaM,  F  184. 
"Wlnde,  ger,  to  torn,  T.  iiL  1541 ;  to  re- 
▼ol-ve,  T.  ii.  601 ;  to  roam  abont,  L.  818 ; 
'Winde,  o.  wind,  entwine,  T.  iiL  1232 ; 
intertwine,  5.  671 ;  ply,  bend,  T.  i  2$j ; 
bind  with  cloths,  E  583 ;  twist  and  turn, 
Qt  9fto ;  Winde,  a  pr.  «.  nibj.  mayst  go, 
T.  iii  1440 ;  Wond,  pt,  a,  wound,  went 
abont,  L.  3253. 
^Windinge,  a.  twisting,  I  417. 
'Wind-melle,  s.  wind-mill,  HF.  1280. 
"Wizidre,  gor,   to   trim,    B.    loao;    pp. 

trimmed,  B.  1018.    Of.  O.  F.  guignier, 
^Windx,  04/*  unstable  as  wind,  B  a.  p  8. 

38. 
"Winsed,  provided  with  wings,  A  1385. 
"Wizike,  V.  wink,  B  4496 ;   nod,  F  348 ; 
remain  awake,  T.  iil  1537 ;  Winke,  i  pr. 
9,  am  asleep,  5.  7. 
'Winne,  gtr,  to  idn,  gain,  A  437 ;  to  con- 
quer, F  214  ;  to  get  gain,  C  461 ;  w.  fro, 
to  get  away  fbrom,  T.  v.  1135;  Wan,  i 
pt.  a.  got,  D  1477 ;  ^oA)  gained,  A  442, 
989 ;  pi,  «.  used  aa  pt.  pi.  F  1401 ;  Won- 
nen,  pp.  won,  A  877,  3381. 
'Winning,  a.  gain,  profit,  A  275,  D  416. 
'Winsinge,  prea.  pt,  wincing,   starting 

aside,  i  e.  skittish,  A  3363. 
'Winier,i>I.  yeais,  T.  i.  811. 
'Wizohe,  V,  work,  A  3430 ;  provide,  E 1661 ; 
give  relief,  A  2759 ;  in  paaaive  aenae^  to 
be  made,  HF.  474 ;  per.  to  perfonn,  A 
3308 ;  Wirk,  imp.  a.  do,  E  1485. 
"W^irdM,  pi.  Fates,  L.  2580;  Wierdes,  T. 

iii.  617. 
"Wirk,  imp.  a.  work,  do,  E  1485. 
'Wirkixige,  a.  efficiency,  B  3.  p  11.  a6; 

actions,  D  698 ;  calculation,  F  ia8o. 
'Wis,  adv.  certainly,  verily,  snrely,  T.  ii 
381.  474i  5^ ;  A  2786,  D  621 ;  a«  tow,  as 
snre  (asX  T.  iv.  1655 ;  asBuredly,  F  147a 
SeeTwis. 
"Wisly,  adv.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  A 

i«>3t  3994i  4162. 
"Wisse,  V.  instruct,  T.  i.  622;  inform,  D 
14 15 ;  show,  tell,  D  1008 ;  2  pr.  a.  aubj. 


teach.  5.  74 ;  imp.  a.  direct,  guide,  i.  155, 
A.S.  UTtsnem. 

'Wiflsh,  I  pt.  a.  washed,  B.  96,  125. 

'Wiashe,  v.  wish,  T.  iL  406. 

Wist,  -© ;  see  Whiten. 

Wit,  a.  reason,  B.  1535 ;  understanding,  B 
2702  ;  judgement,  A  279 ;  mind,  B.  i^ ; 
knowledge,  mental  power,  B.  401 ;  wis- 
dom, T.  iv.  1508 ;  proof  of  intelligence, 
S  459 ;  Wittes,  pi.  senses,  B  20a ;  wits, 
F  706 ;  opinions,  F  203. 

Witen,  ger.  to  know,  to  wit,  T.  v.  1324 ; 
Wite,  ger.  to  know,  3*  495 ;  to  discover, 
D  1490 ;  do  you  wUe^  make  you  know, 
inform  you,  T.  it  1635 ;  Woot,  1  pr.  a. 
wot,  know,  A  389 ;  j^r.  a.  knows,  2.  30 ; 
Wot,  I  pr.  a.  Jj.  4 ;  pr.  a.  knows,  B  195 ; 
Woost,  2  pr.  a.  knowest,  T.  i  633 ;  Wost, 
a  pr.  a.  L.  54^ ;  Wostow,  thou  knowest, 
A  2304 ;  Witen,  i  pr.  pi.  wit,  know,  A 
1260 ;  Witen,  apr.pl.B  1890 ;  know  ye, 
H  I,  82 ;  Woot  {wrongly  uaed  for  Wite), 
2  pr.  pi.  know,  A  740 ;  Wiste,  i  pt.  a. 
wiBt,  knew,  E  814;  Wistest,  2  pt.  a. 
knewest,  A  1156;  Wistestow,  knewest 
thou,  T.  iiL  1644 ;  Wiste,  pt.  a.  knew, 
B.  1344;  Wist,  pp.  known,  B  1072; 
Witeth,  imp.  pL  know,  T.  i  687.  A.  S. 
witan;  pr.  t.  vOt^  toOat,  wdt,  pL  toifon; 
pt.  t.  toMs. 

With,  with,  A  5, 10,  ftc ;  to  heU  with  your 
hurUa,  to  heal  your  wounds  with,  F  471. 

With-drow,  i  pt.  a.  subtracted,  A.  ii  45. 
12. 

Withholden,  ger.  to  retain,  1 1041 ;  \^th- 
holde,  pp.  retained,  B  2202 ;  detained, 
G*  345;  diut  up,  kept  in  confinement, 
A5H. 

Wlthinne-forth,  adv.  within,  B  5.  p  5. 
14. 

With-oute-forih,  adv.  outwardly,  1 172. 

Withonten,  pr^.  besides,  as  well  as,  A 
461 ;  esmepting,  T.  ii  236. 

Withseye,  v.  contradict,  gainsay,  A  805 ; 
refuse,  L.  367 ;  renounce,  G-  457. 

Withstonde,  v.  withstand,  oppose,  B 
31 10;  Withstonde,  pp.  withstood,  T.  i 

Witing,  a.  knowledge,  oogninaoe,  A 
x6i]. 

Witingly,  adv.  knowingly,  I  401. 

Witnesftilly,  adv.  publicly,  B  4.  p  5.  11. 

Witterly,  adv.  plainly,  truly,  L.  2606. 

Wivere,  a  wyvem,  snake,  T.  iii  loia 
O.F.  loions,  lit.  viper. 

Wlatsom,  adj.  disgusting,  B  3814  ;  hein- 
ous, B  4243. 

Wo,  a  woe,  B.  319 ;  meia  tco,  I  am  sony, 
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L.  1985 ;  wo  toere  uSj  woe  wonld  be  to 
TWi  E  139. 

Wo,  adj.  unhappy,  B.  312 ;  sad,  grieved, 
A  351- 

Wode,  adj. ;  see  "Wood. 

Wode-binde,  s.  woodbine,  hon^Tsackle, 
A  1508. 

Wodedowve,  a,  wood-pigeon,  B  i960. 

Wodewale,  a.  the  green  woodpecker, 
Gecinu$  viridia^  B.  914. 

Wodneme,  &  madness,  T.  iii  794. 

Wol,  I  pr.  9.  (I)  will,  A  42  ;  desire,  £  646 ; 
Wole,  I  pr.  «.  am  ready  to,  T.  L  589; 
Wolt,  2  pr.  8.  wilt,  E  314 ;  Woltow,  wilt 
thoa,  A  1544 ;  doet  thou  wish,  D  840 ; 
Wol,  pr.  $.  will,  B  60;  wills,  desires, 
HF.  66a ;  wishes  for,  T.  ii  396 ;  wishes 
(to  go),  will  go,  L.  1191 ;  permits,  H  28 ; 
Wole,  will  go,  D  353  ;  tool  adourk,  is  about 
to  set,  1 72 ;  Wol  ye  so,  if  yon  so  wish  it, 
E  2264 ;  Wil  ye,  wish  ye,  P  378 ;  Woln, 
pr,  pi.  will,  wikh  (to  have),  A  2121 ;  Wol- 
len,  pr.  pL  will,  B  2561 ;  Wolde,  i  pt  $. 
desired,  6.  48;  should  like,  B  1637; 
Woldestow,  if  thon  wonldst,  L.  760; 
wonldst  thon,  B  4536;  Wolde,  pt  a. 
would,  A  144;  would  like  to,  B  1182; 
wished,  L.  952 ;  required,  F  577 ;  would 
go,  would  turn,  F  496;  wished  to,  4. 
124;  T.  11514;  Wolde  .  .  .  unto,  would 
go  to,  B  3786 ;  god  toolde,  oh !  that  God 
would  grant,  3. 665 ;  toolde  god,  oh  !  that 
Qod  would  be  pleased,  D  1103 ;  Wolde 
whoso  nolde,  i.e.  whoever  would  or 
would  not,  T.  i.  77 ;  Wold,  pp.  desired, 
18.  II ;  willed,  B  2190,  2615. 

Wolde,  «.  dot  possession,  B.  45i' 

WoUe,  a.  wool,  L.  1791. 

Woln,  Woltow ;  see  WoL 

Wombe,  a.  belly,  A  4290 ;  womb,  £  24x4 ; 
the  depression  in  the  front  of  an  astro- 
labe, A.  L  3.  3. 

Wombe-side,  the  front  of  the  astro- 
labe, A.  i.  6.  10. 

Wommanhede,  a.  womanhood,  B  851. 

Wond ;  pt.  a.  qf  Winde. 

Wonde,  v.  desist,  L.  1187. 

Wonder,  adj.  wonderAil,  wondrous, 
strange,  T.  i.  419. 

Wonder,  ado.  wondrously,  R.  242. 

Wondeply,  adv.  wondrouBly,  A  84. 

Wonder-most,  adj.  aujy.  juost  wonderful, 
HF.  2059. 

Wonders,  adv.  wondrously,  B.  27. 

Wone  (wuno),  a.  custom,  usage,  wont, 
T.  ii.  318 ;  HF.  76. 

Wone,  V.  dwell,  inhabit,  Q  332 ;  Woneth, 
pr.  a.  dwells,  lives,  D  1573 ;  Woneden, 


pt  pL  dwelt,  A  2927 ;  Woned,  pp»  dwelt, 
T.  i.  276 ;  wont,  aooustomed,  T.  ii.  40a, 
V.  277 

Wones  (wMnes),  pL  pLaoes  of  retreat, 
hence,  range  of  buildings,  D  2105.  See 
Woon. 

Wonger,  a.  pillow,  B  2102. 

Woning,  a.  habitation,  houaei,  A  6aS. 

Wonne,  -n ;  see  Winne. 

W^ood,  (w66d),  a.  woad,  9.  17. 

Wood,  (w66dX  adj.  mad,  A  184,  58a,  6^ : 
mad  with  anger,  B  313;  for  toood.  as 
b^ng  mad,  nuidly,  furiously,  L.  xpo: 
Jbr  pure  wood,  for  very  rage,  B.  270 ; 
ten  ao  toood,  ten  times  as  fierce,  JL.  rr  •  • 
Wode,  d^,  adj.  mad,  T.  iL  1355. 

Woodeth,  pr.  a.  rages,  G  467. 

Woodly,  adv.  madly,  A  1301. 

Woodnesae,  a.  madness,  rage,  A  2011. 
3452. 

Woon  (w66n),  a.  resource,  T.  iv.  ci8i: 
plenty,  abundance,  L.  1652;  ncunber. 
L.  2i6x ;  retreat,  secure  place,  KF.  1160 : 
ofaorwa  woon,  abundance  of  sorrow,  3. 
475 ;  Wones,  pi.  places  of  retreat,  range 
of  buildings,  D  2105. 

W^oost,  Woot  J  see  Wite. 

Wopen,  pp.  0/ Wepe. 

Woroher,  a.  worker,  maker,  4«  261. 

Woroheth,  pr.  a.  works,  3. 815. 

Word,  a.  word,  A  304 ;  good  word,  ap- 
proval, T.  V.  io8x ;  10.  by  tc,  word  by 
word,  D  2244 ;  at  ahorte  wordea,  briefly, 
in  a  word,  L.  2462;  hadde  the  wordea, 
was  spokesman,  1 67, 

Word  and  ende  {/or  Ord  and  ende, 
beginning  and  end,  T.  il  1495,  iii.  702, 
V.  1669;  B3911. 

Worm-fool,  a.  birds  which  eat  woxma, 

5.505. 

Wort,  a.  unfermented  beer,  wort,  Q  815. 

Wortes,  pL  herbs,  B  441X,  B  226. 

Worthen,  v.  be,  dwell,  T.  v.  339;  10 
become,  4.  ^+8 ;  Worth,  pr.  a.  is,  (or,  o* 
fut)  shall  be ;  (hence)  Wo  worth,  it  ia 
woe  to,  it  shall  be  woe  to,  it  is  ill  tor. 
it  shall  be  iU  for,  T.  ii.  344 ;  Wei  worth 
of  dremes  ay  thise  olde  wyves,  it  ia 
well  for  these  old  wives  as  regards 
dreams,  i.  e.  dreams  are  all  very  well 
for  old  women,  T.  v.  379 ;  Wei  worth 
[not  worthe]  of  this  thing  grete  derkes, 
it  is  well  for  great  writers  as  regards 
this  thing,  i.  e.  this  thing  is  all  vexy 
well  for  great  writers,  HF.  53 ;  Worth 
upon,  gets  upon,  B  1941 ;  Worth  up, 
get  up  on,  mount,  T.  il  101 1. 

Wost,  Wostow,  Wot;  see  W^ite. 
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"Woulce,  8.  week,  T.  iv.  1278,  v.  493. 
'Wonndef  «.  wound,  1.  79;  plagtie  (Lat. 
l^'^^ttX  I  593 ;   Woundefl  of  Egipte,  pi. 
plajg^eB  of   Egypt  (iinlnoky  days   so 
called),  3.  ix>7. 
"Wowo,  ger.  to  woo,  T.  v.  1091. 
'Wowing,  «.  wooing,  Ij.  1553. 
'Woxen,  pp.  of  Wexe. 
"WraJc,  «.  wreck,  B  513^ 
"Wrak,  pL  «.  avenged,  T.  ▼.  1468. 
'Wrang,  adv.  wrongly,  amiss  (Northern), 

A  4^52. 
"Wrastlen,  v,  wrestle,  B  3456. 
'Wratlien,  ger,  to  render  angxy,  T.  iii. 

174.    ■ 
'Wra'W,  a4;.  aiigzyT  H  46 ;  Wrawe,  peevish, 

fretftil,  I  677. 
'Wra-vmesse, «.  peevishness,  fretinlness, 

I680. 
"WTeoohe,  «.  sorrowful  creature,  A  931  ; 

wretched  man,  T.  i  708. 
"Wreophe,  adj,  wretched,  F  loaa 
'Wreoohednesse, «.  misery,  B  3540 ;  mean 
act,  P  1523 ;  folly,  I  34  ;  miserable  per- 
formance, P  1271;   miserable  £Eure,  H 
171. 
"Wreohe,  «.  vengeance,  T.  v.  890,  896. 
"Wreek,  imper.  g.  o/Wreke. 
"Wreexi,  t;.  cover,  clothe,  K.  56 ;  Wreigh, 

pL  9.  covered,  hid,  T.  iii.  1056. 
"Wreke,  (wrike),  v.  wreak,  avenge,  C  857 ; 
pr,  9.  8ubj.  avenge,  L.  2340 ;  2pr.  pL  F 
454 ;  Wrak,  pt,  a,  T.  v.  1468 ;  Wreken, 
pp,  revenged,  F  784 ;  Wroken,i>p.  T.  i. 
88. 
Wreker,  9.  avenger,  5.  361. 
'Wrenches,   9.  pi.   frauds,   stratagems, 

tricks,  G  1081. 
"Wreste,  v.  constrain,  force,  T.  iv.  1427. 
"Wreye,  r.  bewray,  reveal,  A  3503. 
"Wrishte, «.  workman,  A  614. 
"Wringe,  v.  squeeze,  force  a  way,  HF. 
31 10;  wring,  HF.  299;  Wrong,  pt  a. 
wrong,  pinched,  D  492. 
Writ,  9,  scripture,  A  739. 
Writ,  -e,  -en ;  see  Wryte. 
Wroght,  -e;  see  Werohe. 
"Wroken,  i>|>.  o/Wreke. 
Wrong,  «. ;   had  wrong^  was  wrong,  3. 

1382.  • 
Wrong,  adv.  astray,  A  1267. 
Wropth  (wr66th),  adj.  wroth,  angry,  3. 

5i3i5i9- 

Wrot,  pt.  «.  wrote,  T.  1.  655. 

Wroteth,  pr.  9.  tears  with  the  snout, 
buries  the  snout,  pokes  about,  1 157. 

Wrye,  ger.  to  hide,  T.  ilL  1569;  to  dis- 
guise, T.  i.  329 ;  V.  cover,  E  887. 


Wrye,  «.  reveal,    discover,    flood  with 

light,  4.  91.    Variant  of  Wreye,  q.  v. 

[It  might  be  better  to  read  toreyA,  and 

deye  in  L  90.] 
Wryen,  v.  turn  aside,  3.  627 ;  ger.  to  turn, 

go,  T.  ii  906  ;  pt.  8.  bent,  A  3283. 
Wryte,  «.  write,  A  96;    Writ,   pr.  8. 

writeth,  writes,  T.  i  394 ;  Wroot,  pt.  8. 

B  725;  WrOt,  T.  i.  655;  Writen,  pt.pl. 

wiote,  HF.  1504 ;   Write,  i  pt.  a.  aubj. 

were  to  write,    B  3843;   Writen,  pp. 

written,  2.  43, 
"Wrythe,  ger.  to  turn  aside,  T.  iv.  9 ;  to 

wriggle  out,  T.  iv.  986 ;  Wrytheth,  pr. 

a.  writhes  out,  throws  forth  wreaths  of 

smoke   (Lat.  torquet\  B  i.   m  4.    10; 

Wryth,  pr.  a.  writhes,  wreathes,  T.  iii. 

1 231. 
Wyd,  adj.  wide,  A  491. 
Wyde,  ado.  widely,  far,  T.  i.  629. 
Wyde-wbere,  far  and  wide,  evexywhere, 

B136. 
Wyf ,  a.  woman,  C  71 ;  wife,  3.  1082 ;  mis- 
trees  of  a  household,  Gt  1015 ;  to  tc.,  for 

wife,  A  i860 ;  Wjrves,  pi.  women,  wives, 

L.484. 
Wyfhood,  a.  womanhood,  B  76. 
Wyflees,  adj.  wifeless,  £  1236. 
Wyfly,  adv.  womanly,  wife-like,  L.  1737. 
Wyke,  a.  week,  T.  ii  430,  1273. 
Wyle,  a.  wile,  plot,  T.  iii.  1077 ;  subtlety, 

Wyn,  9.  wine,  A  334;  loyn  ape^  H  44, 
wine  which  made  a  man  behave  like  an 
ape  (so  also  HofMotne^  pig-wine,  aheep- 
vfine), 

Wynt,  pr.  a.  turns,  directs,  L.  85 ;  Wond, 
pt  a,  wound,  L.  2253. 

Wyr, «.  bit,  L.  120s. 

Wys,  adj.  wise,  prudent,  A  68  ;  to  make 
it  toys,  to  make  it  a  subject  for  delibera- 
tion, to  hesitate,  A  785. 

Wyse,  a  way*  manner,  Ij.  20. 

Wyaer,  <idj.  wiser,  one  wiser  than  you, 
L.2634. 

Wyte,  8.  blame,  reproach,  G  953  ;  yow  to 
wyte,  for  a  blame  to  you,  Le.  laid  to 
your  charge,  B.  154 1. 

Wyte,  ger.  to  blame,  T.  i  825  (under- 
stand £0  before  nought);  Wyteu,  v. 
accuse,  1 1016. 


T-,  a  prefix  used  especially  with  the  pp., 
like  the  A.S.ge-  and  G.  ge-.  See  below. 
It  also  occurs  in  the  infinitive,  as  in 
ff-Jlntle,   jf-herey    y-knoice^    y-ate^    y-tluse. 
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It  also  ooours  in  the  adjective  ysene. 

For  farther  information,  see  under  the 

forms  of  the  infinitive  raood ;  e.  g.  for 

the  infin.  of  jf-bake^  see  Bake. 
Yaf ;  pt.  «.  0/  Yeve,  to  give. 
Tald,  pt.  $.  0/ Yelden,  to  sdeld. 
Tare,  adj.  ready,  L.  2270. 
Tate,  8.  gate,  T.  ii.  617. 
Tave;  seeTeve. 
T-bake,  pp.  baked,  L.  709. 
T-banisht,  pp.  banished,  L.  1863. 
T-baxred,  pp.  barred,  B.  48a 
T-bathed,  pp.  bathed,  T.  iv.  815. 
T-bedded,  pp.  put  to  bed,  T.  v.  346. 
T-been,  pp.  been,  B  4487. 
T-benohed,  pp.  famished  with  benohes, 

L.  98  a. 
T-beten,  pp.  beaten,  T.  i  741 ;  beaten, 

forged,  A  3i6a ;  formed  in  beaten  gold, 

A  079  i  struck,  coined,  L.  112a. 
T-blent,  pp.  blinded,  B.  1610;  A  3808; 

deceived,  3.  647. 
T-blessed,  pp.  blessed,  B  4638. 
T-bleynt,  pp.  blenched,  turned  aside, 

A  3753. 
Y-blowe,  pp.  blown,  T.  i.  384. 
T-boreu,  pp.  bom,  C  704,  E  626 ;  Y-bore, 

bom,  E  158 ;  borne,  carried,  T.  v.  1650 ; 

moved,  F  326. 
T-bought,  pp.  bought,  T.  i.  8ia 
T-bounden,  pp.  bound,  5.  268. 
T-bowed,  pp.  diverted,  B  4.  p  6.  179. 
T-brend,  pp,  burnt,  G-  318;    Y-brent, 

HF.  940. 
T-broght,  pp.  brought,  L.  938. 
T-brouded,  pp.  embroidered,  L.  159  a. 

G£  A.  8.  brogden^  pp.  of  bregdan. 
T-cangbt,  pp.  fixed,  3.  838. 
T-ohAped,  pp.  furnished  with  chapes  or 

metsd  caps  (which  were  placed  at  the 

end  of  the  sheath),  A  366. 
T-oheyned,  pp.  chained,  17.  14. 
T-olad,  pp.  clad,  clothed,  B.  89a 
T-olawed,  pp.  clawed,  torn,  D  1731. 
T-denohed,  pp.  clinched,    riveted,    A 

T-oleped,  pp.  called,  A  410,  867,  G- 129, 
H  2 ;  invoked,  T.  iv.  504  ;  summoned, 
B  2435 ;  named,  A  3313 ;  Y-clept,  called, 
A  376. 

T-comen,  pp,  come,  HF.  1074 ;  yeome 
dboute,  come  about,  passed,  B  3364. 

T-c<STOUZied.  i>p.  crowned,  L.  219. 

T-ooramped,  pp.  corrupted,  B  5.  p  2.  28. 

T-ooTFen,  pp.  cut,  Q  533;  Y-oorve,  A 
2013.    See  Kerve. 

T-ooupled,  pp.  coupled,  wedded,  E  1219. 

Y-ooyned,  pp.  coined,  C  770. 


T-orased,  pp.  cracked,  broken,  3.  324. 
T-oristned,  pp.  baptized,  B  240. 
Y-orowe,  pp.  crowed,  A  3357. 
Y-dampned,  pp.  condenmed,  L.  2090L 
Y-darted,  pp.  pierced  with  a  dart,  T.  iv. 

240, 
Ydel,  adj.  idle,  empty,  vain,  B  ^778 ;  m 

ydel^  in  vain,  B  2494,  F  867. 
Y-dight,  pp.  decked,  A  3205. 
Ydolastre,  8.  idolater,  B  3377. 
Ydole,  «.  idoL  3.  626. 
Y-doon,   pp.   done,    B   4610;   over,    £ 

1894. 
Y-drad,  pp,  dreaded,  T.  iiL  1775. 
Y-drawe,  pp.  drawn,  A  396,  944. 
Y-dressed,  pp.   dressed,  arranged,  set, 

E381. 
Y-dronke,  pp.  drunk,  B  2601. 
Y-dropped,  pp.  bedropped,  covered  with 

drops,  A  2884. 
Ye,  8.  eye,  B.  296 ;  <i<  ^  at  eye,  to  si^t. 

evidently,  O-  964,  1059  5  S^'^g^  ^i*^  y*- 

perceived,  A  3415 ;  Yen,  pi.  eyne,  eyes* 

B  3260,  339». 
Ye,  adv.  yea,  verily,  T.  1.  534. 
Yeddinges,  pi.  songs,  A  237. 
Yede,  pt  «.  walked,  went,  Gt  1141,  1281, 

A.S.  &)d0. 
Yeer,  8.  year,  A  347;  Yere  {inphr,  many 

a  yere),  B  132 ;  Teres  ende,  year's  end, 

D  916 ;  Yeer  by  yere,  year  after  year, 

B  1688  ;  Fro  yeer  to  yere,  5.  321 ;  Yeer, 

(archaic)  pi.  A  Sa;   Yeres,  (««w)  pL  B 

4.63. 
Yef  ,  imp.  c  give,  T.  v.  308. 
Yeftes,  pi.  gifts,  T.  iv.  392. 
Yelden,  ger.  to  yield  up,  D  9M ;  to  yield 

to,  pay,  D  x8ii ;  Yelt,  pr,  8,  yields,  T.  L 

385 ;  Yelde,  pr.  8,  8utJ,  requite,  D  1772. 

2177 ;  Yald,  pt.  «.  a£forded,  B  4.  m  7.  25 ; 

Yeld,  imp.  8.  restore,  G  189;    Yolden. 

pp.  yielded,  T.  i  801;  submiasive.  X 

iii  96;   Yeldinge,  pre8.  pt.  giving,  B 

Yeldhalle,  8.  guild-hall,  A  370. 
Yeldiiig,  8.  produce,  lit.   *  yielding,'  A 

Yeueden,p<.p{.  yelled,  B  4579. 
Yelpe,  ger.  to  boast,  A  2238 ;  pr,  pL  prate, 

T.  iii.  307. 
Yelwe,  adj.  yellow,  B.  31a 
Yemau,  8,  yeoman,  A  loi. 
Yemanly,  adv.  in  a  yeomanlike  manner, 

AX06. 
Yen  =  Ten,  pL  eyes ;  see  Ye. 
Y-ended,  i^ip.  ended,  B.  1315. 
Yerd,  8,  yiuni,  garden,  B.  492. 
Yerde,  8,  rod,  stick,  T.  L  257,  740 ;  switch. 
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A  149;  n>d,  *  oadnoeufl,*  A  1387;  yard 
(in  length),  A  1050 ;  correotion,  £  aa. 
"STeme,  adj,  eager,  brisk,  lively,  A  3257. 
'STeme,.  adv.  eag&riy,  soon,  D  993  ;  briskly, 
qruckly,  glibly,  5-  3  i  0  398 ;  «  y.,  very 
8€K>n,  HF.  91a 
"Sreme,  ^er.  to  yearn  for,  to  be  longed 

for,  T.  iv.  198 ;  v.  desire,  T.  iii.  153. 
"STeten  (yMten),  v.  poor,  shed,  B  1.  m  7.  x. 

A.S.  giotan, 
"STeve,   v.  give,  A  333 ;   Yevest,  3  pr.  ^ 
givest,  F  1033 ;    Yeveth,  pr.  «.  E  93  ; 
Yeve,  pr,  a.  subj,  may  (he)  give,  B  30; 
Yaf,  I  pt.  a.  gave,  E  861 ;  Yaven,  pt  pL 
G-  415 ;  Yeven,  pt,  pi,  aubj,  would  give, 
Hy.  1708;   Yeven,  pp,  given,  A  1086; 
devoted,  7.  iii. 
7eveTe8,i>I.  givers,  I  791. 
Tevins,  s.  giving,  18.  37 ;  what  one  gives, 

4.  23CX 
"STezeth,  pr.  %,  hiooonghs,  A  4x51. 
'ST-fallen,  pp,  fidlen,  B  3166 ;  happened, 

G-  X043;  having  befallen,  C  496^ 
"ST-fare,  pp.  gone,  T.  iii.  577. 
"ST-felawshiped,  pp.  made  companions, 

B  a.  p  6h  91. 
'S'-fere,  together,  B  394,  E  11 13,  (3^  3^   OL 

Infere. 
Y-fet,pp.  fetched,  P  174,  G  1116. 
Y-fetered,  pp.  fettered,  A  1239. 
Y-fethered,  pp.  feathered,  B.  951. 
Y-feyned,  pp.   feigned,    invented,    L. 

337  a ;  evaded,  E  539. 
Y-fio6hed,pp.  fixed,  B  4*  P  6.  135. 
Y-finde,  v,  find,  F  470 ;  Y-fonnde,  pp,  L. 

1668. 
Y-flit,  pp.  moved,  whirled  along,  B  i.  m 

2.  14. 
Y-f clewed,  pp.  followed,  3.  390. 
Y-foTged,  pp.  made,  A  3356. 
Y-formed,  pp.  created,  HF.  49a 
Y-fostred,  pp.  fostered,  sostained,  E  313 ; 

brought  np,  A  3946. 
Y-founde,  pp.  found,  A  1211,  3514. 
Y-founded,  pp.  set  on  a  foundation,  5. 

3a  X ;  based,  3.  933. 
Y-fireten,  pp.  eaten,  devoured,  L.  195X. 
Y-frounoed,  adj,  wrinkled,  R.  155. 
Y-fjmed,  adj,  refined,  delicately  formed, 

B.  1696. 
Y-fyred,  pp.  fired,  L.  10x3. 
Y-fl^erdoned,  pp.  rewarded,  B  5.  p  3. 

183. 
Y-geten,  pp.  gotten,  procured,  A  3564. 
Y-glaaed,  pp.  glased,  3.  333. 

Y-«lewed,JRP-  ^^  ^^^^  ^  "^ 
Y-glosed,  pp.  flattered,  H  34. 
Y-goon,  pp.  gone,  L.  2206,  3213. 


Y-graunted,  pp.  granted,  0  388. 
Y-grave,  pp.  dug  up,  cut,  L.  204 ;  dug 
out,  3.  164 ;  engraved,  graven,  A  3796 ; 
buried,  D  496. 
Y-greved,  pp.  harmed,  A  4181. 
Y-grounde,  pp.  ground,  A  399X ;  sharp- 
ened, pointed,  A  2549. 
Y-grounded,  pp.  grounded,  3.  921. 
Y-growen,  pp.  grown,  A  3973. 
Y-halwed,  pp.  consecrated,  L.  187X. 
Y-harded,  pp.  hardened,  F  245. 
Y-hated,  pp.  hated,  HF.  200. 
Y-hent,  pp.  seised,  caught,  C  868. 
Y-herd,  pp.  <u  adj.  covered  with  hair, 

A  3738. 
Y-liere,  v.  hear,  T.  iv.  13 13. 
Y-heried,  pp.  praised,  T.  ii  973. 
Y-hevied,  pp.  weighed  dbwn,  B  5.  m  5. 

^, 
Y-hid,  pp.  hid,  (J  317. 
Y-hight,  pp.  called,  T.  v.  54X. 
Y-holde,  pp.   esteemed  to  be,  A  2374 ; 
celebrated,  A  2958 ;  considered,  0  602 ; 
indeljted,  L.  X954;  continued,  E  X932; 
restrained,  HF.  1286. 
Y-htirt,  pp.  hurt,  A  2709. 
Y-japed,  pp.  jested,  T.  i.  31& 
Yif,  conj.  if,  L.  2059,  ^3»* 
Yif,  imp.  a.  give  ;  see  Yive. 
Yift,  a.  gift,  3.  247,  695,  X270. 
Yilden,    ger.  to  repay,   B  5.  p   1.    14; 
Yildeth,  pr.  a.  yields,  produces,  B  4- 
m  6.  3x.    See  Yelden. 
Y-joigned,  pp.  joined,  B  2.  p  6.  93. 
YiB,  yes,  L.  517. 
Yisterday,  yesterday,  B.  104a 
Yit,  yet,  L.  4,  106. 

Yive,  ger.  to  give,  A  225 ;  Yiveth,  pr.  c 
gives,  18.  38 ;  pr.  a.  aubj.  may  (he)  give, 
3.  683  ;  Yiven,  pp.  given,  granted,  3.  765. 
Yivep,  a.  giver,  L.  2228. 
Y-kempt,  pp.  combed,  A  43^ 
Y.kiBt,pp.  kissed,  T.  iv.  X689. 
Y-kneled,  pp.  kneeled,  L.  1232. 
Y-knet,  pp.  knotted^  tightly  bound,  T. 

iii  1734  ;  Y-knit,  jomed,  6.  32. 
Y-knowe,  v.  know,  F  887;  recognize, 
HF.  X336 ;  discern,  D  1370 ;  pp.  known, 

3*  39^* 
Y-korven,  pp.  cut,  B  1801. 
Y-koud,  pp.  known  well,  3.  666. 
Y-lad,  pp.  carried  (in  a  cart),  A  530. 
Y-laft,  pp.   left,  A  2746;   left   behind, 

Fii2a 
Y-laid,  pp.  laid,  L.  2x41. 
Y-lain,  pp.  lain,  remained,  L.  24x0. 
Yle,  a.  isle,  island,  HF.  41^1  44o ;  region, 

province,  L.  1425. 
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Y-lent,  pp.  lent,  G  1406. 

Y-lered,  j>p.  educated,  T.  i.  976. 

T-let,   pp.  hindered,    obetracted,    B   5. 

T-leten,  pp.  left,  allowedf  B  4.  p  4. 
308. 

Y-leyd,  pp.  laid,  A  3568. 

T-liohe,  adj.  alike,  similar,  L.  589. 

Y-liche,  adv.  alike,  equally,  A  2S36. 

T-liBsed,  iJ!p.  eased,  T.  i.  1089. 

Y-Uved,  pp.  lived,  T.  v.  953. 

T-lofffi:ed,  pp.  lodged,  B  4181. 

Y-loren,  pp.  lost,  L.  36 ;  Y-lom,  pp.  lost, 
T,  iv,  1250. 

Y-lost,  pp.  lost,  HF.  183. 

Y-loved,  pp.  loved,  T.  i.  594. 

Y-lyk,  adj.  like,  A  59a ;  alike,  A  »734 ; 
Y-lyke,  like,  A  1539. 

Y-lyke,  adv.  alike,  equally,  L.  55,  731. 

Y-lsnned,  pp.  c&nght  (as  birds  with  bird- 
lime), D  934. 

Y-maad,  pp.  made,  caused,  HF.  691. 

Ymagt&ries,  pi.  carved  work,  HF.   1190, 

1304-  % 

Ymagined,  pp.  considered,  intentional, 

I  448. 
Y-maked,  pp.  made,  L.  12a,  22a. 
Y-marked,  pp.  set  down,  marked  out, 

planned,  HF.  1103. 
Y-masked,  pp.  enmeshed,  T.  iii.  1734. 
Y-medled,  pp,  mingled,  T.  iii  815. 
Y-mel,  prep,  among  (Northern),  A  41 71. 
Y-ment,  pp.  intended,  HF.  1742. 
Y-met,  pp.  met,  A  2624 ;  Y-mette,  as  pi, 

adj.  met,  B  1115. 
Y-meynd,  pp.  mixed,  mingled,  A  2170. 
Y-mocved,  pp.  moved,  B  4.  m  6.  7, 
Ympne,  s.  lyric  poem  (lit  hymn),  L. 

422.  

Y-nonised,  pp.    mused,    reflected,    HF. 

1287. 
Y-nempned,  pp.  named,  1 598. 
Y-nogh,  adj.  enough,  sufficient,  A  373, 

3149;    Y-now,  Gt  ioi8;   Y-nowe,  pi.  5. 

Y-nogh,  adv.  enough,  sufficiently,  6.  13 ; 

Y-nough,  R.  247. 
Y-nome.  pp.  caught,  overcome,  T.  i  242 ; 

taken,  L.  2343. 
Y-norisshed,  2;!P.  educated,  T.  v.  821. 
Y-otEred^  pp.  offered,  dedicated,  L.  932. 
Yok,  s.  yoke,  £  113,  1285. 
Yolde,  -n ;  see  Yelden. 
Yolle,  pr.  pL  cry  aloud,  A  2672. 
Yomanxye,  s.  yeomanzy,  A  3949. 
Yon,  adj.  yon,  A  4178. 
Yond,  adv.  yonder.  A  1099. 
Yong,  adj.  young,  A  79. 


Yonghede,  &  dot.  youth,  E.  351. 
Yore,  adv.  formerly,  of  old,  B  174,  ^7^ 
for  a  long  time,  a  long  while,  A  iSi-t ; 

I      long  ago,  long,  1.  150;  yore  agon^  long 

I       ago*  5.  17 ;  yore  ago,  A  3437 ;  A'  »-.  ^err 
long  ago,  7.  243,  346 ;  t^ftyme  y.,  of  ok 

I      time,  F  963. 

I  Yooliixg,  t.  loud  lamentation,  A  1278. 

,  Y-pflinted,  pp.  i>aint-ed,  R.  892. 

;  Y-passed,    pp.    passed,   R.    380;    P«i, 
£  1892. 

!  Y-payed,  pp.  paid,  A  1802. 
Y-piked,  pp.  picked  over,  O-  941. . 
Y-plesed,  pp.  pleased,  D  93a 
Y-ployned,  pp.  complained,  T.  iv.  16881 
Y-pleynted,  pp.  full  of  complaint,  T.  v. 

Y-plonnged,  pp.  plunged,  sunk,    B  ;. 

p  II.  122. 
Y-plyted,  pp.  pleated,  gathered,   B   u 

P  2.  3»- 
Ypooras,  Hippocrates;  h^nce  a  kind  of 

cordial,  C 306.  ^\r 

Ypooryte,  s.  hypocrite,' F  514. 
Y-portreyd,  pp.  covered  with  pictures, 

B.897. 
Y-porveyed,  pp.  foreseen,  B  5  p  3.  45 
Y-prayed,  pp.  invited,  £  269. 
Y-pxeised,  pp.  praised,  HF.  1577. 
Y-preyed,  pp.  proved  (to  be),  A  485. 
Y-puUed,  pp.  plucked,  i  e.  with  super- 
fluous hairs  plucked  out,  A  3245. 
Y-porveyed,  pp.  foreseen,  B  5.  p  3.  8& 
Y-queynt,  pp.  quenched,  A  3754. 
Y-qrdked,  j:^.  kindled,  1 536. 
Y-quit,  pp.  quit,  acquitted,  F  673. 
Y-raft,  pp.  bereft,  snatched  away,  A  2015 ; 

reft,  robbed,  L.  1572. 
Yre,  8.  ire,  anger,  vexation,  i.  3a 
Y-red,  pp.  read,  T.  iv.  799. 
Y-reke,  pp.  raked  together,  A  3882. 
Y-rekened,  pp.  accounted,  D  367 ;  taken 

into  account,  F  427. 
Yren,  «.  iron,  R.  1184. 
Yren,  o^/.  iron,  G-  759. 
Y-rentv  pp.  taken,  T.  v.  i^ ;  torn,  B 

Y-ronge,  pp.  rung,   told   loudly,    HF. 

Y-roune,  pp.  run,  A  8,  3893 ;  continued, 
L.  1943;  run  together,  A  2693;  inter- 
laced, R.  1396;  clustered,  A  2165. 

Y-rouned,  i>p.  whispered,  HF.  2107. 

Y-aatled,  pp.  settled,  £  2405. 

Y-aayd,  pp.  said,  3.  27a 

Y-soalded,  pp.  scalded,  A  aoaa 

Y-6ohett6,  pp.  pi.  shut,  B  56a 

Yse,  8.  ice,  HF.  113a 
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Y-aee,  v.  behold,  T.  ii.  354;  imp.  «.  see, 
look,  T.  ii.  1253 ;  Y-eeyn,  pp.  seeiif  L. 
2076. 
'^-sene,  adj.  visible,  A  593,  F  996 ;  xoani- 
fest,  T.  iv.  1607;  L.  1394.    A.S.  geaine, 
geayne. 
Y-aet,  pp.  set,  A  4337 ;  placed,  5.  149  ;  set 
dcwii,  F  173 ;  seated,  C  393  ;  appointed, 
-^  1^5 ;  planted,  B.  604. 
Y-«eye,i)p,  seen,  HF.  1367 ;  Y-eeyn,  T.  v. 

448. 
'ST-seyled,  pp.  sailed,  B  4189. 
'C-Aliad,  pp.  scattered  (Lat.  apar9a»\  B  3. 

m  a.  33. 
"ST-sliaken,  pp,  quivering,  sparkling,  B  i. 

m  3.  17. 
iT-sliamed,  pp.  put  to  shame,  HF.  356. 
"ST-aliapeii,  {ttrong)  pp.  shaped,  prepared, 
B  3430 ;  provided,  A  4179 ;  contrived, 
G-  1080 ;  Y-ahaped,  {toeak)  pp,  prepared, 
T.  iiL  124a 
7-sliave,  i>p.  shaven,  A  69a 
IT-ahent,  pp.  put   to  shame,   severely 

blamed,  D  1313. 
'S'-sliette,  pp.  pi.  shut,  B  3159. 
"Sr-sliewed,  pp.  shown,  T.  v.  1351 ;  made 

manifest,  4.  181. 
7-«liore,  pp.  shorn,  T.  iv.  996. 
Y-«hove,  pp.  borne  about,  L.  726, 
Y-alajm,  pp.  slain,  HF.   159;   Y-slawe, 

B484. 
f-flxnite,  pp.  smitten,  wounded,    B  3. 

m7.  7. 
'ST-Bonge,  pp.  sung,  D  1736;   Y-soDgen, 

IiL  370. 
T-^ovLght,  pp.  sought,  T.  iii  13 17. 
7-flounded,  pp.  sunk,  T.  ii  535. 
ir-80wen,  pp.  sown,  HF.  1488. 
IT-sped,  pp.  sped,  A  433a 
f-spended,  pp.  spent,  B  5,  p  4, 15. 
IT-sprsd,  pp.  spread,  B  1644 ;  Y-spred, 

A  4x4a 
ir-flpreynd,  pp.  sprinkled,  A  3169. 
Y-spronge,  pp.  sprung,  shot  out,  H.  718 ; 

divulged,  HF.  3081. 
Y'-stalled,  pp.  installed,  HF.  1364. 
IT-stiked,  pp.  stuck,  A  1565;   stabbed, 

F1476. 
IT-stint,  pp.  stopped,  D  390. 
T-8tonde,  pp.  stood,  been,  T.  v.  1612. 
IT-fltonge,  pp.  stung,  C  355. 
Y'-Btorve,i>p.  dead,  A  3014. 
T-atrawed,  pp.  bestrewn,  3.  639. 
IT-Btrike,  j>p.  struck,  xi.  34. 
T-sofE^d,  pp.  suffered,  T.  v.  4x5- 
T-Bweped,  pp.  swept,  G  938. 
Y'-swom,  pp.  sworn,  A  1132 ;  sworn  (to 
do  it),  T.  v.  283. 


T^BWowned,  pp.  swowned,  L.  1342. 
T-take,  pp.  caught,  B  3514;  taken,  L. 

617. 
T-thaaked,  jp^.  thanked,  D  21 18. 
T-thee,  v,  thrive,  T.  iv.  439. 
T-thewed,  pp.  disposed ;  wel  y-thewed, 

well-conducted,  5.  47 ;  R.  1008. 
Y-thonked,  pp.  thanked,  T.  iv.  2. 
T-throngeu,  pp.  confined,  B  3.  p  7.  53. 
T-throwe,  pp.  thrown,  T.  iv.  6 ;  cast  out, 

a.  89. 
Y-told,  pp.  told,  A  3109. 
Y-torned,  j>p.  turned,  B  4.  m  5.  i. 
Y-travailed,i7p.  laboured,  with  difficulty, 

B  5.  P  3.  45. 
Y-trespassed,  pp.  sinned,  B  3609. 
Y-tressed,  pp.  plaited  in  tresses,  T.  v. 

810. 
Y-treted,  pp.  discussed,  B  4.  p  i.  7a 
Y-tukked,  pp.  tucked  up,  L.  983. 
Y-tumed,  pp.  turned,  A  1238,  2062. 
Y-twinned,  pp.  parted,  T.  iv.  788. 
Yve,  B  4156 ;  see  Erbe. 
Yvel,  a4j.  ill,  evil,  T,  ii  looi. 
Yvel,  adv.  ill,  B.  313,  1067. 
Yveles,  $.  pi.  evils,  B  3618. 
Yvory,   9.    ivoiy,    B    3066;    Yvoire,    3- 

946. 
Y-voyded,  pp.  removed,  F  X159. 
Y-war,  adj.  aware,  T.  ii  398. 
Y-wamed,  pp.  warned,  B  4422. 
Y-wazen,  pp.  grown,  become,  T.  v.  275 ; 

Y-waxe,  3.  1375. 
Y-wedded,  pp.  wedded,  L.  1 179. 
Y-went,  pp.  gone,  HF.  976. 
Y-went,  pp.  weened,  imagined,    T.   v. 

444. 
Y-wet,  pp.  wetted,  A  4155. 
Y-whet,  pp.  whetted,  7.  213. 
Y-wlmpled,  pp.  provided  with  a  wimple, 

A    470;   covered  with    a   wimple,   L. 

797. 
Y-wia,  adv.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  R. 

279»  350,  357- 
Y-wist,  pp,  known,  B  5.  p  3.  36. 
Y-wonne,  pp.  gained,  T.iv.  1315;  won, 

D  2293 ;  arrived,  L.  2^aj. 
Y-worthe,  pp.  become,  3.  579. 
Y-wounde,    pp.    wound,    covered    up, 

13.  18. 
Y-woven,    pp.    woven,    completed,    L. 

236a 
Y-woxen,  pp.  grown,  E  1463. 
Y-writen,  i)p.  written,  5,  124,  141. 
Y-writhen,    pp.     wreathed,     wrapped 

round,  H.  160. 
Y-wroght,  pp.  made,  A    196,  B  2054; 

shaped,  L.  1173;  depicted,  3.  327;  oma- 
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mented,  E.  897;   Y-wroghte,  pp.  pL 

fashioned,  5.  123. 
T-WToken,i)!f>.  avenged,  16. 26 ;  Y-wroke, 

wreaked,  T.  v.  589. 
T-wronge,  pp.  forced,  L.  2527. 
Y-WT7en,i7p.  hidden,  T.  iii.  1451 ;  covered, 

A2904. 
Y-yeve,  pp.  given,  T.  iii  1376 ;  Y-yive, 

T.  iii.  161 1, 


Zeles,  pi  zeal,  T.  v.  1859. 

Zt>dta,  «.  pL  beasts,  A.  i  21.  61. 

Zodiao,«.Eodiao,A.pr.xo9.  An  ima^iizutfy 
belt  in  the  heavens,  of  the  breadth  of 
12'',  along  the  middle  of  wfaidi  zvns 
theeoliptio.  The  Astrolabe  only  ahowsd 
the  northern  half  of  this  belt. 
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Tembraoe,  for  To  embrace,  T.  v.  aa4 ; 

£  iioi. 
Temen,  v.  bring ;  temen  us  on  here,  bring 

us  on  OUT  bier,  let  as  die,  HF.  1744. 
Temper,  «.  mood,  B.  546. 
Temperaunoe,  «.  temperance,  modera- 
tion, F  785. 
Tempeat,  «.  storm,  A  406;  tempest  (al- 
luding to  a  passage  in  Statins),  A  884. 
Tempest  thee,  imp.  a.  violently  distress 
thyself,  13.  8 ;  apr.a.  aubj.  vex,  perturb, 
B  a.  p  4.  75. 
Tempesrtous,  ctdj.  tempestuons,  T.  ii  5. 
Temple,  «.  inn  of  court,  A  $67. 
TempTede,  pt,  «.  modulated,  B  3.  m  la. 
02  ;  jpp.  tempered,  G>  926.    (In  alchemy, 
to  temper  is  to  adjust  or  moderate  heat.) 
Temps,   «.  tense;   Jutur   temper    ititnre 

tense,  time  to  come,  G  875. 
Temptour,  «.  tempter,  D  1655. 
Ten,  ten,  A  454 ;  ten  90  woody  ten  times 

as  mad,  L.  735. 
TenbXBoe,  to  embrace,  B  1891. 
Tenoreaen,  to  increase,  £  1808. 
Tendnre,  to  endure,  E  756,  811. 
Tendyte,  for  To  endyte,  to  compose, 

write,  T.  i  6  ;  to  relate,  A  1309. 
Tene,  «.  vexation,  A  3106;  sorrow,  grief, 
T.  V.  340;  cross,  trouble,  T.  ii.  61.    A.S. 
tSona, 
Tenonr,  s.  outline  of  the  story,  L.  939. 
Tenqnere,  for  To  enquere,  to  ask,  £  1543. 
Tenspyre,  ffr  To  enspyre,  i.  e.  to  inspire, 

Q-  1470. 
Tenthe,    tenth,    HF.    63,    in;    Tenthe 
some,    company    of  ten,    T.    ii    ia49- 
(Sometimes  tenthe  tome  zneans  *ten  in 
all,') 
Tentifly,  adv,  attentively,  careftilly,  E 

354. 
TeToel,  04;.  male  (of  an  eagle),  5.  393, 
449 ;  1>*.  5.  540 ;  08  «.  male  eagle,  5.  405. 
Teroelet,  «.  male  falcon,  5.  529,  533;  F 
504,  631 ;  Tercelets,  pi.  male  birds  of 
prey,    5.    659;    male    hawks,    F    648. 
*  TYercelet,  m.  the  tassell,  or  male  of 
any  kind  of  hawke,  so  tearmed,  be- 
cause he  is,  commonly,  a  third  part 
lesse  then  the  female ' ;  Clotgrave. 
Tare,  s.  tear,  B  3251, 
Tare,  v.  tear,  B  1326;  scratch,  B.  335; 

Tom,i>p.  L.  2103. 
Terins,  a.  pL  tarins,  siskins,  B.  665.    F. 

tarin. 
Terme,  a.  set  time,  appointed  time,  T.  v. 
696 ;  period,  space  of  time,  *  term,'  a 
portion  of  the  aodiac,  being  one-tbird 
of  a  *  sign,'  or  io%  F  1288 ;  (during  the) 

E 


term,  A  1039;  terme  ofhia  Ijfve,  while 
he  lives,  Q 1479;  ^  terme^  in  set  phrases, 
9311;!'^  pedantic  phrases,  A  323 ;  legal 
jargon,  B.  199 ;  periods,  A  3028 ;  terms, 
C  51,  F  1266. 

Terme-day,  a.  appointed  day,  3.  730. 

Termyne,  v.  determine,  express  in  *  good 
set  terms,'  5.  53a 

Terrestre,  adj.  earthly,  E  1332. 

Terve,  pr.  «.  aubj.  flay,  Gh  1374  (ao  in  US, 
E.);  Terved  (no^Temed),  pp.  skinned, 
a  1 171  (ao  in  MS.  E.).  This  is  certainly 
the  right  word;  in  G-  1171,  read  terved 
[not  tomed],  and  in  G  1274,  read  terve 
[not  tome].  See  my  letter  in  the  Athe- 
naeum, liar.  24,  1894.  80  in  Havelok, 
603,  for  timeden  read  tirueden  »  tirve^ 
den,  i  e.  rolled  back. 

Tory,  adj\  tearftil,  T.  iv.  821. 

Tesoape,  to  escape,  F  1357. 

Tespye,  for  To  espye,  to  spy  out,  espy, 
B  1989,  4478. 

Testers,  pi  head-pieces,  A  2499^ 

Testes,  a.  pi.  vessels  for  assaying  metals 
(Tyrwhitt),  G  818. 

Testlf,  adj.  heady,  headstrong,  T.  v.  803 ; 
A4004. 

Tete,  a.  teat,  A  3704. 

Texpounden,  to  expound,  B  1716. 

Text,  a.  text,  quotation  from  an  author, 
B  45 ;  saying,  A  177,  182 ;  text  (as  op-' 
posed  to  a  gloss),  3.  333. 

Textual,  adj.  well  versed  in  texts,  learned, 
H235;  1 57. 

Teyd,  pp.  tied,  bound,  E  2432. 

Teyne,  a.  a  thin  plate  of  metal,  G  1225, 
1229.    Lat.  tcmia. 

Th',  fbr  The ;  common^  aa  in  thabsenoe, 
for  the  absence. 

Thabsenoe,  the  absence,  A  1239. 

Thadversitee,  the  adversity,  E  756. 

Thakketh,  pr.  a.  strokes,  pats,  D  1559. 
A.S./aectan. 

Thalighte,  fvr  Thee  alighte;  in  thee 
alighte,  alighted  in  thee,  B  1660. 

Thank,  a.  expression  of  thanks,  A  612 ; 
thanks,  E  2388 ;  can  th.,  owes  thanks, 
A  1808;  ^  M.,  the  thanks  to  him, 
L.  452;  my  thahkea^  by  my  goodwill, 
willingly,  B.  1666 ;  hia  thankea^  of  his 
free  w^  willingly,  A 1626 ;  hirthankea^ 
of  Uieir  own  wiU,  A  2114. 

Thanke,  x  pr.  a.  thank,  E  1088 ;  Th  hit 
thee,  thank  thee  for  it,  10.  51. 

Thanne,  adv.  then,  D  2004, 1  104 ;  Than, 
then,  A  12 ;  next,  5. 324  ;  er  than^  sooner 
than,  before,  G  899. 

Thar,  pr,  a,  impera.  (it)  is  neoessaiy,  Is 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


&towatiat  3nbex. 


needfiQ ;  thar  ya,  it  ia  needful  that  ye, 
B  2358 ;  tfiar  thee,  it  is  need^il  for  thee, 
yoa  need,  or  thou  needst,  D  329,  336, 
1365,  H  352 ;  him  tJiar,  it  is  needfol  for 
him,  he  needs,  T.  ii.  1661;  he  must, 
A  4320 ;  l^nrte,  pt.  $.',  th.  him,  he 
needed,  B.  1089,  1324 ;  yow  thurjfe,  yoa 
would  need,  yon  need,  T.  iiL  57a. 

Tharivsile,  the  arrival,  the  landing, 
HF.  451. 

Tharmes,  the  aims,  armorial  bearings, 
HP.  X4II. 

Tharray,  the  array,  A  716. 

Thasory,  fbr  The  ascry,  the  alarm,  T.  ii. 
611. 

Thassay,  the  assay,  the  endeavonr,  5.  2. 

Thassege,  the  siege,  T.  iv.  1480;  the 
besieging  force,  T.  iv.  62. 

Thassemblee,  the  assembly,  B  403. 

Thassemblinge,  the  assembling,  B  3431. 

That,  nL  pron.  that  which,  whom,  3.  979 ; 
tTiat  of,  from  whom,  3.  964 ;  That  oon, 
the  one,  A  4013  ;  That  other,  the  other, 
A  4013  ;  That,  with  reference  to  whom, 
G  236 ;  if  that,  if,  3.  969,  971. 

Thaventayle,  for  The  aventayle,  the 
mouthpiece  of  a  helmet,  T.  v.  1558. 

Thavision,  for  The  avision,  the  vision, 
3.285. 

Thavys,  the  advice,  A  3076. 

The,  d^.  art.  A  2,  &c. 

The;  aa  in  The  bet,  by  so  much  the 
better,  3.  668 ;  The  las,  by  so  mnch  the 
less,  3.  675. 

The,  fbr  Thee,  pera.  pron.  F  676,  &c. 

Theatre,  ».  theatre,  area  for  a  tonma> 
ment,  A  1885. 

Thedom,  $.  soooess,  B  1595. 

Thee,  v.  thrive,  prosper,  B.  1067;  never 
mot  she  tJiee,  may  she  never  prosper, 
5.  569 ;  mot  he  never  thee,  may  he  never 
prosper,  T.  ii  670;  lot  him  never  thee, 
let  him  never  prosper,  B  4622;  thou 
shoiU  never  thee,  £  1388 ;  he  ehal  never 
theey  Ot  641 ;  aUo  moot  I  thee,  as  I  may 
thrive,  as  I  hope  to  prosper,  D  1215, 
£  1236 ;  80  moot  I  thee,  D  361 ;  a«  mote 
I  thee,  T.  i  341 ;  ao  theech,  for  eotheeich, 
as  I  may  thrive,  as  I  hope  to  prosper, 
C  947i  Gt9^9',  90  theek,  for  so  thee  Or,  as 
I  hope  to  prosper,  A  3)864. 

Theef,  a.  thief,  robber,  D  1338. 

Theefly,  adv.  like  a  thief,  L.  1781. 

Theflfect,  for  The  effect,  the  result,  A 
1 189 ;  the  substance,  pith,  L.  1180,  2403 ; 
the  matter,  contents,  2.  56 ;  the  source, 
D  1451 ;  the  moral,  B  2x48 ;  the  sum  (of 
the  matter),  A  2366. 


Thegle,  the  eagle,  B  3573. 

Their,  the  air,  D  1939. 

Thembassadonrs,  the  ambassadozs,  T 
iv.  140,  145. 

Theme, «.  text,  thesis,  0  333,  425. 

Themperoiir,  the  emperor,  3.  368. 

Then,  conj.  than,  L.  1693,  2093. 

Thenoens,  the  incense,  A  2377,  ^3& 

Thenohauntementa,  pi,  the  encliant- 
ments,  A  1944. 

Thenohe,  v.  imagine,  A  3253. 

Thenoheson,  for  The  enchewxn,  the 
reason,  cause,  T.  v.  632. 

Thenorees,  the  increase,  A  375. 

Thende,  the  end,  B  423,  965,  3269^ 

Thengendring,  the  engendring,  the  prr»- 
ceSB  of  production,  HF.  96S. 

Thengyn,  the  (warlike)  engine^  HF. 
1934. 

Theuke,  v.  think  of,  5.  311 ;  i  pr.a,  tbink 
intend,  £  641 ;  Thexikestow,  tliinkes 
thou,  T.  iv.  849,  1088 ;  Thoghte,  i  pC  s, 
thought,  3.  448;  Thenke  on,  thiiik  c*C 
16.  47. 

Thenne,  a4j.  thin,  A  4066. 

Thenne,  adv.  then,  T.  ii.  21a 

Thenne,  adv.  thence,  D  1141. 

Thennes,  adv.  thence,  i.e.  away  from 
that  place,  T.  iv.  695 ;  thence,  B.  7<>i ; 
<i8  «.,  the  place  that,  G  66. 

Thennes-forth,  adv.  thenceforth,  B  1-55. 

Thentenciotm,  the  intention,  G-  144.^ 

Thentente,  for  The  entente,  the  deeism, 
B  930 ;  the  purpose,  end,  G  1306 ;  the 
meaning,  T.  v.  x63a 

Thentree,  the  entrance,  A  1983. 

Thenvyous,  for  The  envyons,  the  spite- 
ful, malicious,  3.  642. 

Theologie,  s.  theology,  1 1043. 

Theorik,  «.  theory,  theoretical  explana- 
tion, A  pr.  98. 

Ther,  adv.  there,  B  62,  1190,  &o. ;  w^here. 
T.  ii  618;  when,  B  474;  whither,  at 
"which,  B  469 ;  whereas,  D  1213,  O  724  ; 
wherefore,  T.  iii.  1437 »  wherever,  D  12H ; 
as  to  which,  T.  ii  588 ;  wherefore  (I  pray 
that),  D  1561. 

Ther-aboute,  adv.  about  it,  D 1837 ;  there- 
in, G  832 ;  round  it,  A  937. 

Therafter,  adv.  afterwards,  3.  66. 

Ther-agayns,  prep,  against  that,  I  665 ; 
in  reply,  T.  ii  369. 

Thex^as,  Ther  as,  there  where,  wher^, 
B  2384 ;  there,  I  162  ;  whereas,  D  1177: 
where  that,  A  34,  172 ;  when  that,  L. 
1277;  Ther-asthat,  where,  i.  160:  llier 
that,  where,  F  267. 

Therbe,  the  herb,  HF.  29a 
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Tlier-bifore,  adv.  before  that  tixnef  D  631 ; 

beforehand,  E  689,  739. 
Tb.er-bifoni,  adv.  beforehand,  A  3034; 

previously,  A  3997. 
Tlierby,  by  it,  to  it,  J)  984 ;  into  poaBesnon 

of  it,  F  II 15 ;  beside  it,  B.  1184. 
Tlier-fore,  adv.  therefore,  A  189 ;  for  that 
purpose,  A  809;  on  that  acconnt,  L. 
1863;    on  that  jMint,  £  114 1 ;  for  it, 
li.  139'. 
Tlxerflro,  therefirom,  from  it,  HF.  895. 
Tlier-inne,  therein,  in  it,  B  1945,  5573. 
Tlier-of,  adv,  with  respect  to  that,  E  644  ; 
oonoeming  that,  3.  1132 ;  A  46a ;  from 
that,  3.  II 66 ;  thereby,  I  314 ;  of  it,  aa  8. 
Tlier'-oii,  adv.  thereupon,  A  160 ;  thereof, 

^  3- 
Ther-oate,  adv,  out  there,  out  in  the  open 

air,  B  3363  ;  ontside  there,  O  1136. 
Tlierthe,  the  earth,  B.  1433. 
Therto,  adv,  besides,  moreover,  D  1251 ; 

to  it,  2.  100;  likewise,  B.  1262. 
Tlier-upon,  adv.  immediately,  A  819. 
Tlier-whyles,  whilst,  B  5.  p  6.  25a 
Tlierwith,  adv.  withid,  for  all  that,  3. 954 ; 
moreover,  F  931 ;  thereupon,  3.  275 ;  at 
the  same  time,  B  3210. 
Tber-with^  thereupon,  A  1078 ;  there- 
with, with  it,  l^  means  of  it,  A  566 ; 
beside  it,  besides,  B.  226 ;  at  once,  L. 
148 ;  thereat,  L.  S64. 
ThAschaange,  the  exchange,  T.  iv.  146. 
Tliesohewing,   the   avoiding  (of  any- 
thing), 5.  14a 
Thestat,  the  estate,  the  rank,  condition, 

A  716. 
Tbewed,  pp. ;   wel  thawed^  of  good  dis- 
position, 4.  i8a 
Thewea,  $.  pL  habits,  natural  qualities, 
£  409,   1542;   good  qualities,  virtues, 
O-  loi ;  customs,  habits,  manners,  T.  it 
723 ;  morals,  HF.  1834. 
Thexoellent,  the  excellent,  B  15a 
Th^ezcuse,  thee  excuse,  D  161 1. 
Thezeoacion,  the  execution,  la  65. 
Th.ezp^ri6nce,  the  experience,  £  2238. 
Thider,  adv.  thither,  A  1263. 
Thider-ward,  adv.  thither,  A  253a 
Thikke,  adj,  thick,  A  549 ;  stout,  plump, 

A  3973. 
Thikke,  adv.  thickly,  B.  1396. 
Thikke-herd,  adj.  thick-haired,  A  2518. 
Thlkke-sterred,   adj.    thiokly  covered 

with  stars,  A.  ii  23.  2. 
Thilke,  that,  B.  660,  &c. ;  such  a,  A  182 ; 

that  same,  A  1193;  that  sort  of,  I  50; 

pi  those,  HF.  173. 
Thimage,  the  image,  L.  1760. 


Thing,  8.  £Eict,  C  156;  property,  wealth, 
B.  ao6;  deed,  legal  document,  A  325; 
Jbr  any  thing^  at  any  cost,  A  276 ;  Thing, 
pL  things,  L.  11,  2140;  Thinges,  pi. 
things,  A  175 ;  matters  of  business,  B 
1407 ;  poems,  L.  364 ;  pieces  of  music, 
F  78 ;  services,  prayers,  B  1281. 

Thlngot,  the  ingot,  Q  1233. 

Thinke,  v.  seem,  T.  i.  405;  Thinketh, 
pr.  $.  impera.  (it)  seems,  B  1901 ;  me  th.^ 
it  seems  to  me,  A  37,  2207  i  ^*^°  ^A*  V^^i 
how  does  it  seem  to  3rou,  D  2204; 
Thoghte,  pt.  8.  impera.  (it)  seemed,  L. 
1697 ;  me  thoughte,  it  seemed  to  me,  A 
385 ;  him  th.^  it  seemed  to  him,  A  682 ; 
ua  th.,  it  seemed  to  us,  A  785 ;  Mr  th.,  it 
seemed  to  her,  D  965,  967. 

Thinne,  a^'.  thin,  A  679;  poor,  feeble, 
9.  36 ;  £  1682 ;  scanty,  limited,  G-  741. 

Thirleth,  pr.  a.  pierces,  7.  211 ;  pp.  A 
2710. 

This,  A  175,  &10. ;  eontnteUd  form  of  this 
is,  T.  ii  363,  iii  936,  v.  151 ;  This  is, 
pfrontntnciad  this,  5.  411,  620;  A  1091, 
D  91 ;  Thise  (dhiiz),  pi,  (monosyllabic), 
A  701,  B  59,  Ac. 

The,  pL  those,  A  498,  1123,  2351,  3246- 

The,  adv.  then,  at  that  time,  A  993,  3329, 
&c. ;  still,  3.  1054. 

Thocoident,  the  Occident,  the  west,  B 
38<54. 

Thoffloe,  the  office,  the  duty,  B  2863. 

Thoght,  a.  anxiety,  B  1779,  ^  ^- 

Thoghtitil,  adj.  moody,  1 677. 

Tholde,  p^  the  old,  D  857. 

Tholed,  pp.  suffered,  D 1546.    A.  S./o2tan. 

Thombe,  a.  thumb,  A  563. 

Thonder,  a.  thunder,  A  492. 

Thonder-dint,  a.  stroke  of  lightning, 
D  276 ; .  -dent,  thunder-clap,  A  3807. 

Thonder-leyt,  a.  thunder-bolt,  B  i.  m  4. 
u ;  lightning,  I  839. 

Thonke,  i  pr,  a.  thimk,  B  380. 

Thon6ur,  the  honour,  B  1767,  £  1449. 

Thorgh,pr6p.  through,  5.  127,  129. 

Thorient,  the  orient,  the  east,  B  3871, 

3883. 
Thoriginal,  the  original,  L.  1558. 
Thoriaonte,  the  horizon,  E  1797,  F  1017. 
Thorlaoan,  the  orison,  the  prayer,  A 

2261. 
Thorpes,  pi.  villages,  5.  35a 
Thorugh-paasen,  pr.  pi.  penetrate,  B  4* 

m  3.  49- 
Thought,  s.  anzie<7,  T.  i  579. 
Thotimbe,  a.  thumb,  A.  L  i.  2. 
Thourgh-girt,  jpp.  struck  through,  T.  iv. 

627.    From  M.  R  gurden,  to  strike. 
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Thral,  «.  thrall,  slave,  subject,  servant, 

B  3343,  C  183,  D  155. 
Thral,  adj,  enthralled,  A  155a,    I  137 ; 

Thralle,  pi.  enthralled,  B  2751 ;  Thral, 

a«pZ.,  lu  1940. 
Thraldom,  #.  slavery,  B  386,  33a 
Thralle,  v.  suljijeot,  T.  i  335 ;  robjngate, 

B.88a. 
Thraste,  pL  a.  thrust,  T.  ii.  1155. 
Threde,  v.  thread,  B.  99. 
Threed,  «.  thread,  A  3030;   thread  (of 

destiny),  T,  v.  7. 
Threpe,  i  pr.  pi.  (we)  call,  assert  to  be, 

Q  826.    A.  8.  friapian. 
Threshfold,  s.  threshold,  A  3483. 
Threste,  v.  thmst,  push,  A  3613 ;  pt.  pL 

vexed,  T.  iv.  354. 
Threte,  «.  threaten,  L.  754. 
Threting,  $.  menace,  G-  698. 
Thretty,  adj.  thirty,  F  1368. 
Thridde,  third,  A  1463,  3371. 
Thrift,  #.  success,  welfare,  T.  ii.   847; 

profit,  success,  G-  739,  1435;  good  thrift 

bad,  prayed' for  the  welfare  (of),  blessed, 

T.  iii  1349 ;  by  my  thrijtf  if  I  succeed, 

T.  ii  1483. 
Thriftieste,  most  successfol,  T.  i.  1081 ; 

most  thriving,  T.  ii.  737. 
Thriftily,  adv,  oarefuJly,  A  105;  profit- 
ably, A  3131 ;  encouragingly,  F  1174. 
Thrifty,  adj.  profitable  (to  the  buyer), 

B  138;  serviceable,  D  338;  provident, 

7.  197. 
Thringe,  v.  press,  T.  iv.  66 ;  Throng,  pL  s. 

forced  his  way,  7.  55 ;  thrust,  E  3353. 
Thriste,  pt  «.  thrust,  T.  iii  1574. 
Thrittene,  thirteen,  D  3359. 
Thritty,  thirty,  E  1431. 
Throf,  pt  9.  cif  Thryve, 
Throng,  i>&  «.  ctf  Thringe. 
Throp,  %.  thorp,  small  village,  E  199,  308. 
Throstel,  s.  throstle,  song-thrush,  5.  364. 
Throte,  8.  throat,  3.  945. 
Throte-bolle,  9.  ball  of  the  throat,  'the 

protuberance    in    the    throat    called 

Adam's  apple,'  A  4373. 
Through-out,  quite  through,  11.  3. 
Throws,  «.  short  space  of  time,  while, 

period,  B  953,  3336. 
Throwe,  ger,  to  throw,  T.  ii.  971 ;  Threw, 

pt,  a,  T.  iii.  184 ;  Threwe,  pt  pi.  B.  786 ; 

Throwe,  pp.  thrown,  L.  i960 ;  Throwen, 

pp,  oast,  HF.   1335;   twisted,   turned, 

T.  iv.  1159. 
Throwea,  pi.  torments,  T.  v.  306 ;  throes, 

T.  V.  1 201, 
Thrustel,  a.  thrush,  B  1963. 
Throsteth,  pr.  a.  thirsts,  jreams,  L.  103. 


Thrustla-ook,  a.  male  thrush,  B  tgs9- 
Thrya,  adv.  thrice,  T.  ii.  89,  463. 
Thryes,  adv.  thrice,  A  63,  463. 
Thpyve,  r.  thrive,  prosper,  E  173 ;  g». 

Or  1411 ;  ao  tkr.  J,  as  I  hope  to  tlixive, 

D  1764;  Throf,  pt  a.  flourished,  B  3, 

m4.5. 
Thryvinge,  adj.  vigorous,  B  5.  m  4>  ^ 

(Lat  uigena). 
Thunworthiest,  the  unworthiest,  22.  19, 
Thurfte,  pt  a.  impera.  (with  yoHf\  ya^ 

would  need,  you  need,  T.  iii.  57a.     See 

Thar. 
Thurgh,  prep,  through,  i.  37 ;  by  means 

of,  A  930. 
Thurgh-darted,  pp.  transfixed  -witli  a 

dart,  T.  L  335. 
Thurghfare,  a.  thoroughfeure,  A  3S47. 
Thurgh-girt,   pp.    pierced   throo^lL,   A 

loia 
Thnrghout,  prep,  throughout,  F  46 ;  all 

through,  B  256,  ^64 ;  quite  through,  C 

655. 
Thurgh*ahoten,  pp.  shot  throngli,  T.  L 

325. 
ThuTTOk,  a.  sink,  the  lowest  internal 
part  of  a  ship's  hull,  I  363,  715.      A.  S. 

Thumt,  a.  thirst,  B  loa 

Thursteth,  pr,  a.  thirsts,  T.  v.  1406  ;  pL  a. 

impera.  he  was  thirsty,  B  3339. 
Thurte ;  see  Thar. 

Thwitel,  a.  large  knife,  whittle,  A  59^3- 
Thwyte,  pr.  pit  whittle,  cut  up  for,  HF. 

1938 ;  Thwiten,  pp,  carved,  whittlCMi,  R. 

Id,  pp,  of  T!yde. 
Tidi&,  a,  pi  small  birds,  F  648.    Cf.  Sng. 

tUmouae,  titlark.    See  Tydifl 
Tikel,  adj.  unstable,  A  3438. 
Tikelnesse,  a.  instability,  13.  3. 
Tikled,  pt  a.  tickled,  D  395. 
Til  (before  a  oouW),  prep,  to,  A  180;  aa  a 

Northern  word  (b^/kfre  a  conaonani\  A 

4110 ;  Til  and  Ara,  to  and  fro  (Northern), 

A  40391    IceL  tit 
Til,  conj.  until,  A  1760 ;  tU  that,  A  1490,  F 

360. 
Tilyere,  a,  tiller,  B  5.  p  i.  86. 
Timber,  a,  material,  T.  iii.  53a 
Timbestere,   a,   female  timbrel-pliorer, 

tambourine-player,  B.  769. 
Timbres,  a.  pt  timbrels,  tambourines,  & 

773. 
Tipet,  a,  tippet,  cape,  A  ^33. 
Tiptoon,  pL  tiptoes,  B  4497. 
Tissew,  a.  a  band,  T.  ii  639. 
Tit,  pr,  a,  betides,  T.  i  333.    See  l^de. 
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^Piti«xing,  8,  bedtetion,  vacillation,  T.  ii. 

»744. 
^Pi^leleeSf  cu^j.  without  a  title,  nsarping, 

H  2513. 
7o  (t66),  a.  toe,  A  2736 ;  Toon,  pi,  B  4053  ; 

a?oofl,  pL  B  4370. 
To  (t<56),  i)r«p.  to,  A  a ;  gone  to,  A  30 ; 
(nBed  after  its  case),  Q- 1449  ?  ^^t  >'  ^^ ! 
as  to,  as  for,  L.  2096 ;  him  to^  for  him,  3. 
771 ;  to  thaty  until,  4.  239. 
To,  <M2t).  too,  B  2129 ;  mozeover,  beside,  T. 
i.  540 ;  overmuch,  Q  1423 ;  to  badde^  too 
evil,  very  evil,  L.  2597. 
To-  (iX  inienHve  prejtc,  lit.  in  twain,  asun- 
der.   AS,  t5-,  G.  zer-. 
To-  (2),  prepoeitional  pr^fix^  as  in  To-fom. 

A.S.  W-,  G.  ffu-. 
To-bete,  v,  beat  amain,  T.  v.  1763 ;  beat 

severely,  G  405. 
To-breke,  v.  break  in  pieces;  pr.  8,  (it) 
breaks  in  pieces,  B.  277 ;  breaks  asun- 
der, G  907;   is  violentiy  broken,  HF. 
779 ;   To-broken,  pp.  broken  in  pieces, 
destroyed,  16.  i ;  To-broke,  pp,  broken 
in  half,  D  277 ;  severely  bruised,  A  4277. 
To-breste,  v.  burst  in  twain,  T.  ii.  608 ; 
pr.  8.  subj,  may  (she)  break  in  twain,  T. 
iv.  1546 ;  may.be  broken  in  twain,  i.  16 ; 
pr.  pi  break  in  pieces,  A  261 1;  To- 
brosten,  pp.  broken  in  twain,  A  2691. 
To-cleve,  v.  cleave  in  twain,  T.  v.  613. 
To-dasshte,  pt. «.  dashed  violently  about, 

K-  337 ;  PP'  much  bruised,  T.  ii  64,0, 
Tode,  8.  toad,  1 636. 

To-drawen,  pr,  pi.  allure,  B  4.  m  3.  46 ; 

To-drowen,  pt.  pi.  tore  in  pieces,  B  i. 

p  3.  42  ;  To-drawen,  pp,  distracted,  B  i. 

P5.  76. 

To-driven,  pp.  scattered,  L.  1280. 

To-fom,  prep,  before,  F  268 ;  god  to-fom^ 

in  God's  sight,  T.  i  1049. 
To-fom,  adv.  in  front,  beforehand,  B  5. 

p6.  30a 
To-geder,  adv.  together,  5. 555 ;  To-gider, 

B  3222  ;  To-gidre,  A  824. 
Toght,  adj.  taut,  D  2267. 
To-go,  pp.  dispersed,  L.  653. 
To-greve,    v,    grieve   excessively,  T.  i. 

lOOI. 

To-hangen,  t^.  put  to  death  by  hanging, 

HP.  1782. 
To-hepe,  adv.  (lit.  into  a  heap),  together, 

T.  iii.  1764 ;  L.  2009. 
To-hewen,  pr.  pi.  hew  in  twain,  A  2609 ; 

pp.  cut  through,  T.  ii.  638 ;  To-hewe,i>p. 

hewn  in  pieces,  B  43a 
Toke,  2  pt.  8.  tookest,  3.  483  ;  pt.  pt  took, 

F  1240 1  received,  F  356. 


To-latigh,pr.  8.  laughs  out,  laughs  exces- 
sively, T.  ii.  1 108.  (Short  for  to4augheth.) 

Told,  -e ;  see  Telle. 

Tollen  (i),  V.  take  toll,  A  56a. 

ToUen  (2),  v.  attract,  entice,  B  2.  p  7.  18. 

Tombestezes,  s.  pi.  fern,  dancing  girls, 
lit.  female  tumblers,  C  477.  AS.  turn- 
bioffi,  to  tumble,  dance. 

Tomblinge,  pres.  pt,  aa  adj.  fleeting, 
transitory,  B  2.  m  3.  21  (Lett,  oaducis), 

To-malte,  v.  melt  utterly,  T.  iii.  348. 

Tonge,  8.  tongue,  3.  930;  A  365  \  dot. 
speech,  language,  16.  21. 

Tonged,  pp.  tongued,  3.  927. 

Tonges,  8.  pL  tongs,  1 555. 

Tonne,  a.  tun,  barrel,  cask,  A  3894. 

Tonne-greet,  adj.  great  as  a  tun,  A  1994. 

Toon,  Toos,  pi.  of  To,  8. 

Tooth-ake,  8.  toothache,  B.  1098. 

Top,  8,  top,  A  2915 ;  top  ^of  the  mast), 
main-top,  L.  639;  tuft  01  hair,  C  255; 
top  (of  the  head),  A  590 ;  crown  (of  the 
head),  T.  iv.  996 ;  Top  and  taU,  begin- 
ning and  end,  HF.  88a 

To-race,  pr.  pL  8ubj.  tear  in  pieces,  £  572. 
Here  race  is  probably  short  for  arace,  to 
tear  up. 

Tord,  8.  piece  of  dung,  B  2120,  C  955. 

To-rende,  pr.  pi.  8ubJ.  tear  in  pieces,  T. 
ii  790 ;  To-rente,  pt.  8.  distracted,  T.  iv. 
341 ;  rent  asunder,  B  3215 ;  tore  in 
pieces,  I^  820;  To-rent,  pp.  rent  in 
pieces,  C  102,  E  X012. 

Torets,  pi.  small  rings  on  the  collar  of  a 
dog,  A  2153.    See  Turet. 

Tormentinge,  «.  torture,  £  1038. 

T6nnent6ur,  «.  tormentor,  10.  18 ;  exe- 
cutioner, B  818. 

Tormentrye,  «.  torture,  D  251. 

Tormentyse,  8.  torment,  B  3707. 

Tom,  8,  turn,  C  815. 

Tomen,  v,  turn,  G  1403;  return,  A 
1488. 

Tomey,  8.  tourney,  T.  iv.  1669. 

To-romblen,  v.  rumble,  crash,  L.  1218. 

Tortnos,  adj.  lit.  tortuous,  i.e.  oblique, 
applied  to  the  six  signs  of  the  oodiao 
(Capricorn  to  Gemini),  which  ascend 
most  rapidly  and  obliquely ;  Tortuous, 
B302. 

To-soatered,  pp.  dispersed,  I>  1969. 

To-shake,  pp.  shaken  to  pieces,  L.  963  ; 
tossed  about,  Ii.  1765. 

To-shivered,  pp.  been  destroyed,  5.  493. 

To-shrede,  pr.  pi.  cut  into  shreds,  A 
3609. 

To-slitered,  pp.  slashed  with  numerous 
cuts,  R.  840. 
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To^terte,  v.  start  asunder,  burst,  T.  iL 
980. 

To-stoupe,  V.  stoop  forwards,  D  1560. 

To-aiwinke,  pr.  pi.  labour  greatly,  C  519. 

To-tar,  pt.  8.  tore  in  pieoes,  rent,  B  3801. 

Totelere,  suhst.  fits  adj.  tattling,  tale- 
bearing, L.  353. 

To-tere,  pr.  pi.  rend,  tear  in  pieces,  C 
474  ;  To-tar,  pt.  a.  rent,  B  3801 ;  To-tore, 
pp.  G  635 ;  To-torn,  pp.  much  torn,  5. 
no ;  defaced,  T.  iv.  358 ;  dishevelled,  R 

Tother ;  the  tother  {for  that  other),  the 

other,  L.  325  a. 
To-trede,  v. ;  al  U>4rede^  trample  under 

foot,  I  864. 
Toty,  adj.  dizzy,  A  4353.     Spenser  has 

toUy ;  P.  Q.  vii.  7.  39. 
TOuohinge,  a.  touch,  1 207. 
Tough,  adj.  troublesome,  pertinacious,  in 

phr.   make    it   tough,  to  behave  in  a 

troublesome,  pertinacious,  and  forward 

manner,  T.  v.  loi ;  made  it  tough^  was 

captious,  3.531 ;  behaved  pertinaciously, 

T.  iu.  87. 
Toumblin^,  adj'  perishing,  B  3.  p  9.  168. 

See  Tomblinge. 
Toun,  8.  town,  A  217;   farm,  B  4138; 

neighbourhood,  B.  446. 
Tour,  a.  tower,  F  176 ;  tower  (of  London), 

A  3256 ;  mansion  (in  astrology),  4.  113. 

(In  B  2096,  the  sense  is  that  his  crest 

was   a  miniature   tower,  with  a  Uly 

above  it.) 
Touret,  a.  turret,  A  1909. 
Toume,  v.  turn,  T.  ii.  688;  return,  D 

988. 
Toumeyinge,  a.  tournament,  B.  1206. 
Toumeyment,  a.  tournament,  B  1906. 
TotLming,  a.  turning  round,  B.  761. 
Toute,  a.  buttocks,  backside,  A  3812,  3853. 
Toverbyde,  ger.  to  survive,  D  1260. 
Towayle,  a,  towel,  cloth,  R.  161 ;  Towaille, 

B  3935,  3943. 
Towne  ]  out  of  t,  away,  T.  iii  570,  577, 

1091. 
To-wonde,  pt  a.  {with  aubatitutiim  of  the 

toeakfor  the  aitrongform,  aa  in  abreyde), 

flew  in  pieces,  became  broken,  4.  102. 

The  form  towond,  flew  in  pieces,  occurs 

in  Sir  Ferumbras,  2568. 
To-yere,  adv.  this  year,  HF.  84  ;  D  x68. 
Trace,  a,  trace,  steps,  14.  3 ;  Traas,  pro- 
cession, L.  285. 
Trace,  i  pr.  pi.  go,  5.  54. 
Trad,i?e.  a.  ci/*Trode. 
Tragedian,  a.  writer  of  tragedy,   B  3. 

p6.  3. 


TraisooxL,  a.  treason,  B  4307. 
Traitorye,  treachery,  B  781. 
Traitour,  a.  traitor,  HF.  267. 
Translaten,  ger.  to  translate,  L.  ,^70 :  pp 

changed,  dressed  afresh,  E  385. 
Transaoiiiwe,  tj.  transform,  T.  iv.    467 : 

pp.  T.  iv.  83a 
Transporten,  v.  extend,  B  i.  p  4.  241. 
Trappe,  a.  trap,  snare,  A  145  :  trap-doon. 

entrance,  T.  iiL  741. 
Trapped,  pp.  Armished  with  trappings,  A 

389a 
Trappe-dore,  a.  trap-door,  T.  iii.  759. 
Trappures,  pi.  trappings  for  horaes.  A 

«499- 
Traunoe,  a.  trance,  A 1573 ;  half-eooaeioos 

state,  B  3906  ;  brown  study,  D  2316. 
Traunoe,  ger.  to  tramp  about,  T.  iiL  69'. 
Trave,  a.  wooden  frame  for  holding  on- 

ruly  horses,  A  3282.    O.  F.  *r^,  frcwn  Lat. 

aoc.  trabem^  beam. 
Travers,  «.  *  traverse,'  a  curtain,  screen. 

T.  iii.  674  ;  E  1817. 
Trayed,  pt  a.  betrayed,  HF.  390 ;  I*  xj&ti. 
Trays,  a.  traces,  T.  i.  223 ;  A  3139.     O.  F. 

traia^  pL  of  trait,  a  trace.    The  £.  tracea 

is  a  doutite  pluzaL 
Traysen,  ger.  to  betray,  T.  iv.  438. 
Trayteresee,   «.  fern,    traitress,  5.   6x>, 

813. 
Traytour,  a.  traitor,  A  1130;  gen.  pL  of 

traitors,  hence  traitorous,  C  896. 
Treoherye,    a.    treachery,    trickery,    B 

45«>. 
Treohoures,  pL  traitors,  B.  197. 
Trede,  1  pr.  pi.  tread,  A  3022 ;  Tret,  pr.  *. 

treads,  D  2002;  Trad,  pt.  a.  trode.  B 

4368 ;  Troden,  pt.  pi.  HF.  3153 ;  Troden, 

j>p.  stepped,  C  712. 
Trede-foul,  a.  treader  of  fowls,  B  3135, 

4641,. 
Tragedie,  a.  tragedy,  sad  stoiy,  T.  v. 

1786. 
Tregetour,  a,  a  juggler  who  used  me- 
chanical contrivances,  HF.  1377 ;  pi.  F 

1141. 
Trench,  a.  a  hollow  walk,  alley,  F  39^ 

F.  trancher,  to  out. 
Trenchant,  oAj-  cutting,  sharp,  A  3930. 
Trenden,  v.  revolve,  B  3.  m  11.  4. 
Trentals,  pt  (sets  of)  thirty  masses  for 

the  dead,  D  1717,  1734. 
Tresor,  a.  treasure,  weiidth.  B  443,  C  779. 
Tresorere,  a,  treasurer,  i.  107 ;  19.  18. 
Tresorie,  a,  treasury,  HF.  524. 
Trespas,  a.  wrong,  B  2547 ;  transgression, 

L.  408,  463- 
Trespassours,  a.  pi.  offenders,  B  3548. 
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TPresse,  «.  a  (thx«e-fold)  plait  (of  hair),  B. 

779  ;  HF.  330  ;  A  1049. 
^Fresse,  ger.  to  dress  (my)  hair,  to  plait, 

T^.  599 ;  pp,  plaited,  D  344. 
fFressouT, ».  head-dress,  B.  568.    Probably 

a  *  caul,'  or  net  of  gold  thread. 
Tret  j>r.  8.  o/Trede. 
Timetable,  a4j.  tractable,  docile,  I  658; 

gelding,  L.  411 ;  inclinable,  3.  923;  in- 
clined to  talk,  3.  53,\. 
Trete,  v,  treat,  T.  iv.  58 ;  treat  of,  tell,  5. 

34 ;  ger,  to  speak,  converse,  C  64 ;  pp. 

explained,  B  5.  p  i.  3. 
Tretee,  «.  treaty,  A  1288 ;  disonasion,  F 

1319;  agreement,  £  1893. 
Tretis,  $.  treaty,  B  333 ;  account,  T.  ii. 

1697  ;  treatise,  A.  pr.  5 ;  story,  B  2147. 
Tratys,  adj.  well-proportioned,  long.  A 

153;  well-fashioned,  B.  1016;  graceful, 

E,  932.     O.  F.  tretis. 
Q?rewe,  adj.  true,  A  531 ;  honest,  L.  464 ; 

pi.  the  faithful,  B  456. 
Trewe,  adv.  ooVrectly,  8.  4. 
Trewe, «.  truce,  T.  iii.  1779,  iv.  58 ;  Trewes, 

2»L  the  days  of  truce,  T.  v.  401. 
Trewe  love,  8.  true-love  (probably  a  leaf 

of  herb  paris  or  some  aromatic  confec- 
tion), A  3692. 
Trewely,  adv.  truly,  certainly,  A  481. 
Trewep,  ac^'.  truer,  6.  117. 
Trewer,  adv.  more  truly,  3.  927. 
Treweste,  adj.  tuperl.  truest,  F  1539. 
Treye,  num.  'tray,'  three,  C  653. 
Triaole,  a,  a  sovereign  remedy,  B  479,  C 

314.    O.  F.  triacle. 
Trikled,  pt.  pi.  trickled,  B  1864. 
TriUe,  v.  turn,  twirl,  F  316.    Of.  Swed. 

trilla,  to  turn  round. 
Trip,  8.  small  piece,  D  1747. 
Trippe,  v.  dance,  A  3328  ;  ger.  to  trip,  to 

move  briskly  with  the  feet,  F  312. 
Trist,  8.  trust,  T.  i.  154,  iii  403. 
Triste,  8.  tiyst,  station,  T,  ii  1534. 
Triste,  v.  trust,  L.  333  ;  ger.  to  trust  (toX 

L.  1885. 
Triaticia,  sadness,  I  725. 
Troden ;  see  Trede. 
Trogh,  8,  trough,  A  3627. 
Trompe,  a.  trumpet,  L.  635. 
Tromped,  pt.  a.  sounded  the  trumpet,  E 

1719. 
Trompes,  pi.  trumpeters,  7.  30 ;  A  2671. 
Tronchoun,  a.  broken  shaft  of  a  spear, 

A  2615.    0.  F.  tronchon. 
Trone,  d.  throne,  A  2529 ;  throne  (of  God), 

heaven,  C  842. 
Tropik,  a.  the  turning-point,  a  name  for 

the  solstitial  points,  A.  i  17.  13. 


Tropoa,  a.  a  turning ;  but  interpreted  by 

Chaucer   to    mean   *  agaynward,'    i.  e. 

backward,  A.  i  17.  13. 
Trotteth.  iw.  a.  trots,  i  e.  goes,  is,  E  1538. 
TroublaDle,  adj.  disturbing,  B  4.  m  3. 

12. 
Trouble,  adj.  tempestuous,  tur])id,  B  i. 

m  7.  3  ;  dull,  H  279  ;  disturbed,  I  537  ; 

anxious,  E  465 ;  vexed,  6.  133. 
Troubly,  adj.  cloudy,  obscure,  B  4.  m  n. 

35- 
Trouthe,  a.  truth,  A  46  ;  fidelity,  L.  267 ; 

troth,  promise,  A  i6ia 
Tpowen,  v.  believe,  HF.  699 ;  ipr.s.  trow, 

believe,  imagine,   A    155;   Trowestow, 

dost  thou  think,  B  i.  p  3.  24. 
Troyewardes,  to,  towards  Troy,  T.  i  59. 
Tnifles,  a.  pi.  trifles,  I  715. 
Trumpen,  v.  blow  the  trumpet,  HF.  1243. 
Troaeed,  pp.  packed,  A  681. 
Truwe,  a.  truce,  T.  iv.  13x2,  13x4. 
Tpyoe,  V.  pull,  drag  away,  B  3715.    Cf.  E. 

trice  up  (nautical  teim). 
Trye,  adj.  choice,  excellent,  B  2046. 
Tryne  ooinpa8,the  threefold  world,  con- 
taining earth,  sea,  and  heaven,  G  45. 
Tubbe,  a.  tub,  A  3621. 
Toel,  a.  pipe,  slender  chimney,  HF.  1649. 

O.  F.  tuel,  F.  tuyau. 
Tukked,  pp.  tucked,  A  621. 
Tulle,  V.  entice,  allure,  A  4134. 
Tunge,  a.  tongue,  i.  128. 
Tnz«t,  a.  the  eye  in  which  the  ring  of  the 

astrolabe  turned,  A.  i  2.  i.     Cotgrave 

has  '  Touret,  the  little  ring  by  which  a 

Hawkes  lune  or  leaah  is  fastened  unto 

the  Jesses.*    See  Torets. 
Turment,  a.  torment,  B.  274. 
Turmente,  ger.  to  vex,  L.  871. 
Tume,  ger.  to  turn,  A  2454 ;  v.  turn  (in  a 

lathe),  A  3928;  Tumen,  v.  return,  L. 

2619 ;  pp.  at  an  end,  3.  689. 
TumeyiiLge,    a.    tournament,    A   2557; 

mock  tournament,  B.  1407. 
Turtel,  a.  turtle-dove,  A  3706,  E  2080. 
Turves,  a.  pi  turf-plots,  patches  of  turf, 

L.  204 ;  E  2235. 
Tuflked,  provided  with  tusks,  F  1254. 
Tuskes,  pi  tusks,  T.  v.  1238. 
Tuwel,  «.  hole,  D  2148.    See  Tuel. 
Twelf,  twelve,  C  3cx 
Twelfmouth,  a.  twelvemonth,  year,  A 

651,  D  909. 
Twelfte,  adj.  twelfth,  4.  139. 
Tweye,  two,  A  704,  792  j  Twey,  B  2J03 ; 

tw.  and  tw.^  in  pairs,  A  898. 
Tweyfold,  adj.  double,  0-  566. 
Tweyne,  twain,  2.  76 ;  4.  95. 
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T?rigge8,  «.  pi  twigs,  HF.  1936. 

Twighte,  pt.  a,  twitched,  drew  quickly, 
T.  iv.  1 185 ;  Twight,  pp,  difltranght,  (lit. 
twitched),  T.  iv.  57a;  pulled,  D  1563. 
The  infin.  ia  twicchen, 

Twinkeling,  s.  twinkling,  4.  aaa ;  mo- 
mentary blinking,  B  37. 

Twinkled,  pt  pi,  twinkled,  A  267 ;  pp. 
winked,  B  a.  p  3.  79. 

Twinne,  v.  sever,  part,  T.  iv.  1197;  tw. 
from  his  toU^  lose  his  mind,  7.  loa ;  de- 
part, B  3195,  F  S77;  9tr.  to  separate, 
B  517 ;  to  depart  (ftom),  C  43a 

Twinninge,  «.  separation,  T.  iv.  1303. 

Twiste,  9.  (i)  twist,  tendril,  T.  iii.  1330; 
(a)  twig,  spray,  E.  a349. 

Twiste,  V.  wring,  torment,  F  566  ]  ipLi. 
tortured,  D  494 ;  pt  9,  wrung,  £  aoos ; 
Twiste,  jpt,  8,  tubj.  would  compel,  con- 
strain, T.  iii  1769 ;  Twist,  pp.  twisted, 

HF.775. 
Two  so  rlche,  twice  as  rich,  L.  aa9i.   Cf. 

Ten. 
Twyes,  ado.  twice,  A  434*;  Twye,  A.  i. 

16.  13. 
Tyd,  9b.  time,  hour,  T.  ii.  1739 ;  {utuaUy) 

Tyde,  R  1452 ;  season,  F  14a ;  I^des,  piL 

tides,  A  401. 
Tyden,  v.  befall,  happen,  B  337;  pr.  9. 

comes  (to),  (a  Northern  form)  A  4175; 

Tit,  pr,  9.  betides,  T.  i  333;  Tid,  pp. 

happened,  T.  L  907. 
Ty  dif  ,  9,  small  bird,  perhaps  the  titmouse, 

L.  154.    See  Tidifs. 
T3nzie,  9.  time,  A  35,  44  ;  &y  tyme^  early, 

betimes,  L.  45a ;  ^  good  tyvM,  3.  370 ; 

Thymes,  pL  hours,  5.  283 ;  moments,  B. 

380 ;  {preceded  by  a  number)  Tyme,  gen. 

pi.  times,  T.  i.  441. 
Tyne,  9.  barrel,  la.  9.    O.  F.  tine. 
Tsrren,  v.  tear,  rend,  B  3.  m  la.  49 ;  pr. 

pi.  pull  to  pieces,  T.  i.  787. 
Tytled,  pp.  dedicated,  1 894, 


Umbra  esbbenaa^  or  recta^  the  lower  part  of 

the  ^skale';    Umbra  verea,  the  upper 

part  of  the  same,  A.  i.  la.  8. 
Umbreyde,  pt.  9.  upbraided,  reproached, 

L.  1671. 
XTnagreable,  adj.  miserable,  B  i.  m  i. 

3a  (Lat.  ingraiae). 
Unbityde,  v.  fail  to  happen,  B  5.  p  4.  39. 
Unbodie,  v.  leave  the  body,  T.  v.  155a 
TJnbokele,  v.  xmbuckle,  F  555. 
TJnbrent,  pp.  unbumt,  B  1658. 
TJnbroyden,  pp.  unbraided,  T.  iv.  817. 


UnbttzunEinesse,  9.  unsubnuanvetieBB, 
24.  27- 

IJnoirotimaaript,  pp.  boundlesa,  T.  v. 
1865. 

Unoonning,  adj.  unskilful,  6.  75. 

Unoonninge,  9.  ignorance,  B  5066. 

XJnoonvenable,  adj,  unsuitable,  I  431. 

Unoouple,  v.  to  let  loose,  B  369a. 

XJnoouth,  adj.  ouriooa,  A  a497 ;  strange, 
HF.  ia79  (where  the  text  has  Nficot(t*«, 
but  read  uncouth), 

Uncouthly,  adn.  uncommonly,  strik- 
ingly, B.  584. 

IJnoovenable,  adj.  unseemly,  1 631 ;  un- 
fit (for  good),  B  4.  P  &  333- 

TTnounninge,  adj.  ignorant,  B  i.  p  1.  6& 

nnourtei8&,  adv.  rudely,  E  2363. 

IJzidefoiiled,  undefiled,  B  2.  p  4.  jl4. 

TJndeitartable,  adj.  inseparable,  B  4.  p 
3.  6a. 

Undergrowe,  pp.  of  short  stature,  A  156. 

Undermeles,  pi.  undem-Umes,  perhape 
afternoons,  D  875.   See  Below. 

ITzidem,  9.  B  441a,  E  160,  981.  A  pax^ 
tioular  time  in  Uie  morning  is  liei^ 
impUed,  either  about  9  a.m.,  or  some- 
what later.  (Also  applied  to  sigini^ 
mid-afbemoon.) 

ITiidemom,  pt.  9.  perceived,  Gt  245; 
Undemome,  pp.  reproved,  1 401. 

TJnderput,  pp.  subjected,  B  i.  p  6.  97. 

TTnderpyghte,  pt.  9.  stuffed,  filled  under- 
neath, B  789. 

ITnderspore,  v.  thrust  (the  staff)  under, 
push  beneath,  A  3465. 

Understonde,  v.  understand,  A  746 ;  pr. 
i>{.G646;  nndarstode,j»C«.<ii2i|L  should 
understand,  T.  L  1035;  Undentcmde, 
pp.  understood,  T.  v.  1186. 

Undertake,  «.  afBrm,  £  803 ;  ger,  to  con- 
duct an  enterprise,  A  405 »  warxaat,  B. 
461 ;  dare  say,  B  3516. 

ITndevooioun,  9.  lack  of  devotion,  I  733. 

TJndigne,  adj.  unworthy,  B  359. 

Undo,  ger.  to  unfold,  reveal,  3.  899;  «. 
unfasten,  T.  iii  741 ;  pr.  9.  opens,  A  3727. 

Undoutous,  adj.  undoobting,  B  5.  p  i. 

3a. 
ITnesohewably,  adv.  inevitably,  B  5.  p  3. 

135- 
Uneschaable,  adj.  inevitable,  B  5.  p  i. 

105. 
XTnethe,  adv.  scarcely;  lotitineMd,  scaroely 

at  all,  HF.  ao4i. 
XTnethes,  ado.  with  difficulty,  T.  ii  566^ 
IJnfiEunoas,  adj.  lost  to  fame,  HP.  1146b 
ITnfestlioli,  adj.  unfestive,  jaded,  F  36^ 
XTngiltif,  adj.  guiltless,  T.  iii.  1018. 
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TTn-STobbed,  adj.  not  digged  round,  9. 14. 
XTxxliap,  8.  ill  luck,  T.  i  553. 
XTnliappily,  adv.  unluckily,  T.  v.  937. 
TTnliardy,  adj.  cowardly,  A  42 10. 
TTnliele,  a.  misfortune,  sickness,  C  116. 
TTiili.ol80m,  adj.  ailing,  weak,  T.  iv.  330. 
TTniverse  ;  in  univeraej  universally,  T.  iii. 

36. 
TTnl-venitee,  a  the  universal,  B  i^.  p  4- 

187. 
TTzLldiide,  adj.  unnatural,  B  88;  cruel, 

5.  434. 
TTnJkindely,  adv.  unnaturally,  C  485. 
XTzilciiidenesse,  «.  unkindness,  B  1057. 
TTnkonning,  adj.  tinskilfal,  A  3393. 
Unlcorven,  adj.  uncut,  unpruned,  9.  14. 
XTzLkonth,  adj.  strange,  T.  ii.  151. 
XTxi.]n|niiinge,  a4j»  ignorant,  B.  686. 
JJnlaoed^  pp.  disentimgled,  B  3.  p  12.  166. 
TTnlevefdl,  adj,  not  permissible,  1 593, 777. 
TTnloven,  ger.  to  cease  to  love,  T.  v.  1698. 
TTnlTist,  8.  disinclination,  I  68a 
XTnlyklinesse, «.  difficulty  in  pleasing,  T. 

i.  16. 
TTnlykly,  adj,  unpleasing,  E  3180. 
TTiiTnanhod,  8.  an  unnumly  act,  T.  i.  834. 
XTnmexie,  adj.  sad,  HF.  74. 
-Unmighty,  adj.  unable,  T.  ii.  858. 
XTnneste,  imp.  s.  leave  thy  nest,  T.  iv.  305. 
XTnneihe,  adv,   scarcely,   hardly,  with 

difficulty,  A  3131,  B  1050,  1816,  361 1. 
TFiinethefl,  adv.  scarcely,  B  1675,  D  3168. 
TTnordred,  adj-  not  b^onging  to  a  re- 
ligious order,  1 961. 
rrnparigal,  adj.  unequal  (Lat.  if^^rem\ 

B  3.  p  1.  13. 
XTnplesrten,  v.  unplait,  explain,  unfold, 

B  a.  p  8.  II. 
Unpnrveyed,  adj.  unprovided,  uncared 

for,  B  3.  p  I.  33. 
TJnraced,  adj.  unbroken,  untom,  B  4. 

P  1.53. 
TJnxenieved,   pp.   unremoved,  without 

(its)  being  moved,  A.  iL  46.  37. 
Unreste,  ».  restlessness,  D  1 104. 
Unright,  ».  wrong,  T.  iv.  550;   injmy, 

T.  ii.  453. 
trnrightftil,  adj.  wicked,  L.  1771. 
TTnaad,  adj.  unsettled,  E  995. 
TTiissvory,  adj.  displeasing,  1 510. 
TJnBCienoe,   8.    unreal    Imowledge,    no 

knowledge,  B  5.  p  3.  113. 
Unaelinesse,  «.  unhappiness,  B  4.  p  4. 

38. 
TJnsely,  adj.  unhappy,  B  a.  p  4.  8. 
TJnaet,  adj.  unappointed,  A  1534. 
Unshethe,  1  pr,  «.  unsheathe,  remove, 

T.  iv.  776. 


JJnBhette^ pt.  a.  unlocked,  E  2047. 
XJnshette,  adj.  pL  not  shut,  HF.  1953. 
nn8hewed,i>p.  unconfessed,  1 999^ 
Unsittinge,  €tdj.  unfit,  T.  ii.  307. 
Unskilfal,  adj.  foolish,  T.  i,  790. 
Unskilftilly,  adv.  unreasonably,  B  i.  p  4« 

333. 
XTnslekked,  adj.  unslacked,  G  806. 
TJnsofte,  adj.  harsh,  E  1834. 
ITiisolempne,    adj.   uncelebrated,   B    i. 

P3.64. 
ITnspeedftil,  adj.  unprofitable,  B  5.  p  6. 

337. 
Unstannchable,  adj.  inexhaustible,  B  3. 

p  7.  136  (I^t.  inexTiaitsta). 
Unfltatinohed,  adj.  insatiate,  B  3.  p  6. 

115  (Lat.  inexpletam). 
XTnstrauxige,  adj.  well-known,  A.  ii.  17. 

rubric. 
Unswelle,  v.  become  less  full,  T.  iv.  1146. 
XTnswete,  adj.  bitter,  HP.  73. 
Unthank,  8.  no  thanks,  want  of  thanks, 

T.  V.  699 ;  a  ourse,  A  4081. 
ITnthrift,  8.  nonsense,  T.  iv.  431. 
Unthriftily,  adv.  poorly,  G  ^3. 
Unthrifty,  adj.  profitless,  T.  iv.  1530k 
Untold,  adj.  uncounted,  A  378a 
Untressed,  adj.  with  hair  loose,  5.  368 ; 

unarranged,  E  379 ;  unplaited,  A  1389. 
Untretable,  adj.  inexorable,  B  a.  p  8.  a. 
Untrewe,  adv.  untruly,  A  735. 
Untriste,  v.  distrust,  T.  iii.  839. 
Untsmie  ;  in  untyme^  out  of  season,  I  1051. 
Unwar,  adj.  unaware,  T.  i.  304;  unex- 
pected, B  437. 
Unwar,  adv.  unexpectedly,  unawares,  T. 

i.549- 
Unwelde,  adj.  (unwieldy),  too  weak  to 

support  herself,  R  359 ;  difficult  to  move^ 

H  55 ;  difficult  to  control,  A  3886. 
Unwenuned,    adj,  unspotted,  sjiotless, 

B  934,  G  137,  335. 
Unwened,  adj.  unexpected,  B  4.  p  6.  360. 
Unwlst,  adj.  unknown,  T.  ii.  1394;  un- 

wist  qfy  uninformed  of,  T.  i.  93 ;  unknown 

by,  L.  1653. 
Unwit,  8.  folly,  4.  371. 
Unwot,  pr.  8.  fails  to  know,  B  5.  p  6.  177. 
Unwrye,  t'.  reveal,  T.  i.  858. 
Unyolden,  pp.  without  having  jrielded, 

A  3643. 
Up,  adv.  up;  open  (outwards,  not  ujh 

wards),  A  3801 ;  a«  v.  up  with,  HF.  i03i ; 

up  and  douny  T.  ii.  659 ;  in  all  directions, 

A  977;    backwards    and    forwards,   A 

1053. 
Up,  prep,  on,  upon,  A  2543 ;  up  perils  on 

peril,   D  3371 ;    up  peyne^    under  the 
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penalty,  D  1587 ;  up  poynt,  on  the  point, 

ready,  T.  iv.  1 155, 
Up-boonde,  pp.  bound  np,  T.  iii  517. 
XTp-caste,  pt  s.  cast  np,  B  906. 
XTp-dpow,  pt.  a.  drew  up,  L.  1459. 
TJp-enbossed,  i>p.  raised,  L.  laoa 
XTp-haf,  pt  8.  uplifted,  A  242S. 
Upon,  prep,  upon,  A   131 ;    in,   F  925 ; 

against,  D  13 13. 
Upon,  used  adverbidUy^  upon  (him   or 

her),  on,  D  559,  138a. 
Uppe,  adv.  up,  i  e.  left  open,  F  615. 
Up-plight,  pp.  plucked  up,  pulled  up, 

B  3339- 
Upright,  adv.  i.  e.  reversed,  D  2266 ;  also^ 

lying  on  one's  back  (mostly  of  people 

asleep  or  dead) ;  A  4194 ;  B  1801. 
Up-rist,  pr.  a.  rises  up,  L.  1188 ;  A  4249. 
Up-riste,  a.  dat.  up-rising,  A  1051. 
Upronne,  pp.  ascended,  F  386. 
Up-so-doun,  adv.  upside  down,  A  1377, 

0625. 
Upspringe,  v.  rise  (as  the  sun),  4.  14. 
Upsterte,  pt.  a.  upstarted,  arose,  A  1080, 

"99. 
Up-yaf,  pt.  a.  yielded  up,  gave,  A  2427. 
Up-yolden,  pp.  yielded  up,  A  3052. 
Usige,  a.  usage,  habit,  A  no;  hadda  in 

uadge^  was  accustomed,  B  1696 ;  waa  in 

usdge^  B  1717. 
Usaunoe,  a.  custom.  B.  683. 
Usaunt,  prea.  pi.  aa  adj.  addicted,  I  821 ; 

accustomed,  A  394a 
Usen,  ger.  to  accustom,  1 245 ;  v.  use,  B  44 ; 

Useth,  pr.  a.  is  accustomed,  L.  364. 
Us-selve,  pron.  ourselves,  1 349. 
Usshers,  «.  pi.  ushers,  F  293. 
Usure,  s.  usury,  B  1681. 
Us-ward,  to,  towards  us,  B  2938. 
Utter,  adj.  outward,  G  498. 
Uttereste,  adj.  auperl.  supreme,  E  787. 

V. 

Vacbe,  a.  cow,  beast,  13.  22.  The  reference 
is  to  a  quadruped  that  looks  d^um  to  the 
cartlu 

Valanoe,  a.  (poaaibly)  sign  of  sodiao  op- 
posite the  mansion  of  a  planet,  4.  145 ; 
if  so,  the  reference  here  is  to  the  sign 
of  Aries. 

Val6ur,  a.  worth,  E.  957. 

Vane,  a.  a  weather-cock,  £  996. 

Vanish,  i  pr.  a.  shrink  up,  waste  away, 
C732. 

Variaonoe,  a,  variation,  T.  iv.  985 ;  Vari- 
ance, diiFerence,  I  427. 

Variaunt,  adj.  varying,  0-  1175. 


Vassalftge,  a,  prowess,  L.  1667. 
Vavaasour,  a.  a  sub-vassal,  next  in  di^ 

nity  to  a  baron,  A  36a 
Veine,  adj,  fern,  vain,  B.  447. 
Veluet,  s.  velvet,  K.  1420 ;  Velufittes,  pi. 

F644. 
Venerian,  adj.  devoted  to  Venus,  I>  6ck- 
Venerye,  a.  hunting,  A  166,  2^18. 
Venge,  v.  revenge,  B  2471. 
Veng^eresses,  a.  pi.  avengeresses,  aveng- 
ing deities,  B  3.  m  12.  38. 
Venim,  a.  venom,  poison.  B.  1089 ;  malice, 

B  891,  C  421 ;  corruption,  A  2751  ;  dve 

(Lat.  ueneno),  B  2.  m  5.  12. 
Ventusinge,  a.  cupping  (a  surgical  opersr 

tion),  A  2747. 
Venus,  venereal  pleasure,  D  464. 
Vep,  the  spring,  T.  i  157. 
Veray,  adj.  very,  true,  real,  L.  106a.' 
Verdegrees,  a.  verdigrease,  6  791. 
Verdit,  a.  verdict,  A  787. 
Vemi^,  a.  a  wine  of  Italy,  B  1261. 
Vemicle,  a.  vemicle,  A  685.    A  copy  of 

the  sacred  handkerchief  on  which  the 

impression  of  the  Saviour's  &oe  was 

distinguishable. 
Vemis^ed,   pt.   a.   varnished;     hence 

(jocularly),  lined  in  a  lavish  way.  A 

4149. 
Veppe,  a.  glass,  T.  ii.  867. 
Veppay,  adj.  very,  true,  A  72, 422 ;  v.Jwxey 

main  forces  B  3237. 
Verrayly,  adv.  verily,  trub%  a.  73. 
Verrayment,  adv.  verily,  B  1903. 
Versiflour,  a,  poet,  B  2783. 
Vertu,  a.  virtue,  A  307 ;  quickening  power. 

A  4;  power,  A  2249;  valour,  B.  12(18: 

mental   faculty,  HF.  550;  magic    in- 
fluence, F  146,    157;    V.  pleae,   satisty 

virtue,  be  virtuous,  E  2161 
Vertuous,  adj.  virtuous,  A  251 :  full  of 

virtue,  D  11 13;  ftdl  of  healing  power, 

B.  1097 ;  holy,  1 455. 
Verye  (a  word  used  in  a  charm),  A  3485. 

Perhaps  for  toeri,  an  accursed  creaturp ; 

A.  S.  wearg. 
Vese,  a.  rush  (Lat  impetua\  A  1985. 
Vessel,  s.  {collectively),  vessels,  plate,  B 

3538. 
Vestiment,  a.  clothing,  F  59. 
Veyne,  a.  vein,  A  3. 
Veyne-blood,  a.  bleeding  at  a  vein,  A 

2747. 
Viflge,  a.  voyage,  travel,  journey,  T.  iL  75; 

expedition,  attempt,  T.  iiL  732. 
Vicaire,  a.  deputy,  deputed  riUer,  5.  379 ; 

Vicaiy,  a  vicar,  I  22. 
Victor,  a.  aa  adj.  of  victory,  5.  182. 
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Virile,  $,  wake,  T.  v.  305. 
Vifl^ilyes,  pi.  vigils,  A  377. 
VUter,  8.  vicar,  D  aoo8. 
VileixLOUs,  adj.  evil,  B  2693. 
Vileins,  Vileyns,  culj.  villainous,  L.  1824 ; 
rude,  D  ia68;  sinful,  I  854,  914;  evil^ 
-wicked,  1 556. 
Vileinsly,  adv.  evilly,  I  154;  Vilaynsly, 

ahAmefhlly,  B.  1498. 
Vileinye.  «.  vile  conduct,  B  2547;  great 
licurm,  A  4191 ;  despiteful  language,  re- 
proach, D  34i  53  i  disgrace,  A  94:1 ;  tinflt 
speech,  A  70;   servitude,  I  143;   dis- 
courtesy, rudeness,  C  740 ;  vilenees,  HF. 
96  ;  reproach,  T.  iv.  ai ;  evil-doing,  B 
1681. 
Vinolent,  adj.  ftill  of  wine,  D  467,  1931. 
Violes,  «.  pL  vials,  phials,  O  793. 
Virelayes,  $.pl.  baUads  with  a  particular 

return  of  rime,  F  948 ;  L.  423. 
Vlritoot,  a.  brisk  movement,  A  377CX 
Viritrate,  a.  hag,  D  158a. 
Visage,  v,  put  a  face  (on  it),  disguise,  E 

a273- 
V iaitaoioans,  s.  pi.  visits,  D  555. 
Visyte,  ger.  to  visit,  A  493,  1194. 
Vitaille,  a.  victuals,  provisions,  A  248, 569. 
Vitaille,  v.  provide  with  victuals,  L.  1093. 
Vitamers,  i>2.  victuallers,  A  4366. 
Vitremyte,  a.  (probably)  a  woman's  cap, 

an  effeminate  head-dress,  B  3562. 
Voided,  pp.  removed,  F  1195 ;  cleared, 

emptied,  L.  3635. 
Voifl,  a.  voice,  R.  751.    See  Voys. 
Voliwgre,  adj.  giddy,  volatile,    B.   1284; 

wanton,  H  239. 
Volatyl,  a.  aapl.  fowls,  B  1262. 
Voltor,  a.  vulture,  B  3.  m  12.  46 ;  pi.  T.  i 

788. 
Volupeer,  a.  night-cap,  A  4303  ;  Voluper, 

woman's  cap,  A  3241. 
Vouche,  V. ;  otdy  used  with  sauf,  safe ; 

Youche  sauf,  v.  to  avouch  as  safe,  call 

safe,  vouchsafe,  grant,  deign,  permit, 

A  812,  B  1641,  E  2341 ;  ipr.  d.  am  content, 

T.  iv.  90;   2  pr.  pi.  vouchsafe,  grant, 

deign,  L.  2038 ;  Voucheth  sauf,  imp.  pL 

vouchsafe,  E  885,  F  1043. 
Voyde  (void^^),  a.  *  voidee,'  a  light  dessert, 

with  wine  and  spices,  T.  iii.  674. 
Voyden,  v.  get  rid  of,  expel,  A  2751,  £ 

910,  F  188 ;  imp,  a,  depart  from,  £  806 ; 

Vc>ydeth,  imp.pL  send  away,  0-1136. 
Voys,  a.  voice,  A  688,  C  531 ;   rumour, 

E  629 ;  commendation,  £  1592 ;  report, 

T.  iii.  1723. 
Vulgar,  adj.  A.  iL  9.  5.    The  day  vulgar 

is  the  length  of  the  *  artificial'  day, 


with  the  durations  of   morning   and 
evening  twilight  added  to  it. 
Vyoe,  a.  fault,  error,  T.  i.  689 ;    F  loi ; 
defect,  D  955. 

W. 

Waact,  a.  waist,  B  1890. 

Waat,  pr.  a.  knows  (Northern),  A  4086. 

Wacche,  a.  sentinel,  B  2216. 

'Waohet,  a,  light   blue  colour,  A  3321, 

Later  £.  vxitchet. 
'Waden,  v.  pass,  E  1684  ;  wade  (through), 

D  2084 ;    enter  (into),  T.  ii.    150 ;    go, 

descend,  B  3684. 
Waf,  pi.  a.  wove,  L.  2364. 
Wafereres,  a.  pi.  makers  of  gaufres  or 

wafer^sakes,  confectioners,  C  479. 
Wages,  pL  A   1803;    PAy>  recompense, 

4-  244. 
Wagging,  a.  shaking,  T.  ii.  1745. 
Waiten,  v.  attend  on,  L.  1269;  pr.  «. 

watches,  £  708;  imp.  a.  observe,  A.  ii. 

5.18. 
Wake,  V,  be  awake,  lie  awake,  18.  27; 

Waken,  v,  act.  awake,  B  1187;  pr.  a. 

watches,  F  819 ;  Wook,  1  pt.  a.  awoke,  5, 

695 ;  remained  awake,  B  3809 ;  Waked, 

pp.  awaked,  3. 294 ;  kept  wake,  caroused, 

3-  977. 
Wake-pleyes,  pi.  fVinexal  games,  A  2960. 
Waker,  adj.  vigilant,  5.  358. 
Waking,  a.  watching,  being  awake,  3. 

61 1 ;  period  of  wakeftilness,  B  32  ;  pi. 

vigils,  I  257. 
Walet,  a  wallet,  A  686 ;  Wa.Ut,  A  681. 
Walked,  (for  Walketh),  a.  walking ;  in 

phr.  go  walked,  for  go  a-walketh,  gone 

a-walking,  3.  3*7 »  I>  ^77^ 
Walken,  gar,  to  walk,  roam,  A  3309; 

Welk,   1  pL  a.  walked,  T.  ii  517;   ia 

walked,  is  gone,  went,  A  3368. 
Walsh-note,   gen.  aing,   walnut's,    HF. 

1381. 
Walwe,  ger.  to  wallow,  roll  about,  T.  i. 

699;  pr.  pL  wallow,  tumble,  A  4378; 

pr.  a.  tosses,  L.  1 166 ;  rolls  about,  D  1085 ; 

pp.  involved,  immersed,  13.  17;  Wal- 

winge,  prea.  part  causing  to  roll,  B  i. 

m  7.  4  (Lat.  uoluena). 
Wanges,  a.  pi.  molar  teeth,  A  403a 
Wang-toofh,  a.  molar  tooth,  B  3334. 
Wanhope,  a,  despair,  A  1249. 
Wanie,  v.  wane,  A  3078. 
Wante,  v.  be  wanting,  be  absent,  L.  361 ; 

fail,  be  lacking,  1 514  ;  pr.  a.  is  lacking, 

H338. 
Wantownesse,   a.   wantonness,    B   31; 
mannerism  (of  speech),  A  264. 
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'Wantnut,  a,  dlstroBt,  T.  L  794 ;  H  38a 
"War,  adj.  pmdent,  discreet,  cautioxis,  T. 

i.  203 ;  aware,  A  157, 896,  3604  ;  wu  I  ic., 

I  observed,  5.  218,  298 ;  /  was  w.,  3.  445  ; 

ben  tc.,  beware,  T.  i  635 ;  be  to.,  beware, 

13.  II ;  take  warning,  G  737 ;  be  to.  fro., 

beware  of,  L.  473 ;  beth  w.,  beware,  T.  iii 

1180;  B  1629,  3281. 
War  him,  let  him  beware,  A  662;  war 

yoWf  make  way,  B  1889. 
Warde,  a.  dot.  (?)  keeping;  on  w.,  into 

his  keeping,  3.  248 ;   in  our  w.^  G  201 ; 

under  my  w.^  I  880. 
WardeooTS,  a.  body-guard,  D  359. 
Warderere,  Jbr  wiwde  rere^  look  oat 

behind,  A  4101. 
Wardrobe,  t.  privy,  B  1762. 
Ware,  adj.  aware,  3.  103a 
Ware,  a.  wares  (for  sale),  merchandise,  B 

140,  1246. 
Ware,  imp.  pi.  beware,  B  4416. 
Warente,  ger.  to  warrant,  protect,  C  338. 
Wariangles,  pi.  shrikes,  butcher-birds, 

D  1408. 
Warien,  ger,  to  curse,  T.  ii,  1619 ;  ipr.a. 

B37a. 
Warisoun,  a.  requital,  B.  1537. 
Warisahe,  v.  cure,  I  998;   recover,  be 

cured,  B  2172  ;  pp.  cured,  B  2467. 
Warisshinge,  s.  cure,  B  2205. 
Warly,  adv.  warily,  carefully,  T.  iii  454. 
Wame,  t;.  reject,  refuse,  i.  11 ;   i  pr.  a, 

warn,  bid  you  take  heed,  B  16,  1184; 

invite,  B  2652  \  apr.a,  aubj,  inform,  HF. 

^3;   PP-  forewarned,   L.  2658;   given 

•notice,  B  1578. 
Wamestore,  ger,  to  fortify,  defend,  B 

2487 ;    to  garrison,   B  2521 ;    pp.   pro- 
visioned, B  I.  p  3.  85. 
Wamestoring,  a.  fortifying,  B  2525. 
War^oe,  v.  heal,  cure,  C  906. 
Waste,  ok^'.pL  wasted,  partially  destroyed, 

A1331. 
Wastel-breed,  a.  cak^bread,  bread  of  the 

veiy  best  quality,  A  147. 
Wastour,  a.  waster,  £  1535. 
Watering,  a,  watering-place  (for  horses), 

A  826. 
Wawe,  a,  wave,  B  508, 1 363. 
Waxen,  pp.  become,  T.  v.  1014,  1374, 1376. 
Wayk,  adj.  weak,  L.  2428,  2713. 
Wayken,   ger.    to  grow  weak,    lessen, 

T.  iv.  1144. 
Waymenten,  ger.  to  lament,  1 23a 
Waymentinge,  a,  lamenting,  lamenta- 
tion, A  995, 1921. 
Wayn,  ».  car,  B  4-  ^a  >•  34- 
Wayten,  ger,  to  observe,  T.  i  190 ;  to 


watch  for,  F  1263;  to  w»teh,  F  444 
V.  to  expect,  B467 ;  pr.s.  seeks  occasiocL 
A  1222. 

Webbe,  a.  a  weaver,  A  362. 

Wedde,  s.  doL ;  to  ic.,  as  a  pledge,  m 
pledge,  A  1218,  B  1613. 

Wedde,  ger.  to  wed,  T.  v.  865. 

Wedding,  a.  wedlock,  17.  24. 

Wede,  a.  weed,  robe,  garment,  A   loo^ 
B  2107,  E  863. 

Weder,  a.  weather,  D  2253,  F  52  ;  stoniL 
T.  ii.  2,  ui  657. 

Wedes,  pi.  weeds,  T.  i.  946. 

Weel,  adv.  well,  A  926;    wall   placed. 
luckily  situated,  B  908. 

Weeldinge,  a.  power,  control,  B  aSoo. 

Weep,  pi.  a.  ct/ Wepe. 

Weeply,  adj,  tearful,  sorrowftil,  B  x.  p  z.  3> 

Weet,  a.  wet,  A  4107. 

Weex,  pt.  a.  waxpd,  grew,  G  513. 

Wegge,  a,  a  wedge,  A.  i.  14.  6. 

Wehee,  a.  a  whinnying  noise,  A  4066. 

Weilawey,  alas !  D  216. 

Wei,  adv.  welL  A  384,  B  25 ;  much,  L. 
1386;  many,  L.  xi ;  certainly,  Xt.  452; 
fdlly,  A  29,  49 ;  about  {ttaed  with  tnm- 
bera\  A  24  ;  toet  royal,  very  zt^yaL,  F  26: 
wet  ny,  very  nearly,  B  3250 ;  wel  the  bel^ 
much    better)   T.    ii  92;   wel   nmeUte, 
scarcely  at  all,  L.  33  a;  to  he  wel,  to 
be  in  &vour,  3.  845;  wd  ia  him,  it  is 
well  for  him,  T.  i  590;  well  loos  him, 
I      it  was  well  for  him,  B  4066 ;  AU  wd^ 
I      very  well,  A  122. 
I  Welawey,  <n<.  alas !  T.  iii  1695. 
I  Welde,  a,  weld,  Seaeda  Luteola,  9.  17. 
I  Welde,  a.  power,  control,  K.  395. 

Welden,  ger.  to  have  control  over,  to 
move  with  ease,  D  1947;  to  contzoL 
D  271 ;  to  wield,  L.  2000;  Welte,  pL  t. 
B32oa 

Weldy,  adj.  wieldy,  active,  T.  ii  636. 

Wele,  a.  happines,  success,  prosperity, 
well-being,  good  fortune,  A  895,  3101, 
B122. 

Weleftil,  adj.  prosperous,  happy,  B  2507; 
blessed,  B  451. 

Weleftilnesae,  a.  happiness,  B  i.  p  3.  ^ 

Welk,p<.  a.  c/'Walken. 

Welked,  pp.  aa  adj.  withered,  C  738, 
D277. 

Welken,  a.  heaven,  sky,  HF.  1601; 
Welkne,  10.  62. 

Welmeth,  pr.  a.  wells,  gushes,  K  1561. 

Welte,  pt.  a.  wielded,  ie.  lorded  it  over, 
possessed  for  use,  B  320a 

Wel-willy,  a<^'.  benevolent,  benign,  bene- 
ficent, T.  iii  1257. 
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QLOSSARY  TO  FRAGMENTS   B  AND  C  OF 
THE    ROMAUNT   OF   THE    ROSE. 

FBAaiCENT  B  =  a  1706-5810. 
PEAQMENT  C  =  U.  5811-7698. 

Tbk  following  Glofliary  (which  inoludea  proper  namw)  ia  separated  from  the  preoeding  becatue 
Fra^meiits  B  and  0  of  the  Bomaunt  are  not  hj  Chaucer. 

Fragment  B  abonnds  in  Northern  wovda  and  forms.  Words  in  Fragment  G  have  'C  *  prefixed 
to  the  number  of  the  line. 


A,  V.  (to)  have,  4322. 

Abandoim  :  in  dbandoun^  Ailly,  vithoat 

stint,  3342. 
Ab  aired,  pp.  amazed,   3646;   Abawid, 

4041. 
Abayashed,  pp.  cast  down,  3370. 
Abey,  v.  {/or  Abeye),  snffer  (for  it),  paj- 

(for  itX  C  6713.    See  Abye. 
Abiding,  9.  delay,  2232. 
Abit,  9.  habit,  drass,  religions  dress,  4914. 
Abit,  Abood ;  see  Abyde. 
Abood,  9.  delay,  G  7697. 
Aboven,  adv.  in  Inok,  4353. 
Abxaide,  v.  start  np,  break  forth,  5156 ; 

Abraid,  i  pt.  9,  awoke,  1806 ;  Abreyde, 

pt,  9,  broke  ont,  3967. 
Abrede,  adv.  abroad,  3563. 
Absente,  pr.  9.  9ubj.  abstain,  refinin, 

4911. 
Abstinence-Streyned,  i.e.  Ck)nstrained 

Abstinence  (personified),  C  6341,  7366. 
Abyde,  ger.  to  await,  4910 ;  v.  expect, 

5329;    watch  for,    4913;    Abit,   pr.    9. 

dweUs,  4977,  4989;  stays,  5012;  Abood, 

tpt.9.  endured,  waited,  3694. 
Abye,  v.  pay  for,  C  5888,  5976;  Abyeth, 

pr,  9,  0  7642. 
Aooord,  X  pr.  9.  agree  to,  2083 ;  Accorded, 

pt.  pi.  agreed,  C  5815;  pp.  reconciled, 

C  5846. 


A-oold,  adj.  oold,  ehiUy,  2658. 

Aooye,  v.  quiet,  allay,  3564. 

Aoquyte,  v.  defray  the  expense,  pay  for, 

0  C742. 
Ado  (Jbr  at  do),  to  do,  5080. 
A-fere,  adv.  on  fire,  4073. 
Afered,  pp.  afraid,  3604. 
Affray,  9.  terror,  3866 ;  fear,  ao34. 
AfBrayed,  i>p.  frightened,  31 13. 
AfCye,  V.  trust,  3155. 
Afom,  adv.  formerly,  3952. 
Aftir,  prep,  according  to,  2255. 
Afyne,  adv.  completely,  3690. 
Agast,  adj.  afraid,  C  6106. 
Ageyn-coming, «.  returning,  2518. 
Ageyns,  prep,  in  comparison  with,  5536. 
Agilte,  pr.  9.  sinned  against,  offended, 

O  5833,  6784 ;  Agiltest,  apt  9.  C  7572. 
Ago,  pp.  gone,  293a, 
A-gree,  adv.  in  good  part,  4349. 
A-greef,  adv  in  bad  port ;  take  not  <igre^, 

take  it  not  amiss,  C  7573. 
Aken,  v.  ache,  C  6908. 
Al,  conj.  although,  1754. 
Al-day,  adv.  continually,  2484. 
Alder,  adj.  gen.  pi.  of  (us)  aU,  C  6948. 
AlderiOrst,  adv.  first  of  all,  C  7505. 
Alegged,  pt.  pi.   alleviated,   1768.    See 

Allege. 
Aleggeznent,  9.  alleviation,  1890,  1923. 
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Al«ate,  adv.  alway,  al^raya,  5157,  0  7477 ; 

at  any  rate,  0  7152. 
Allege,  V,  exempt  (lit.  alleviate),  C  66a6 ; 

AUeggith,  pr.  a.  alleviates,  3588. 
Allegeaunce,  $.  alleviation,  1871. 
Allowe,  V.  approve  of,  value,  51861 
Almesae,  a.  alms,  G  6624. 
Al-only,  {idv.  alone,  C  5819. 
Alosed,  pp.  noted,  fiEuned,  3554. 
Al-oat,  adv.  altogether,  aioi,  39^ 
Al-outerly,  adv.  utterly,  C  6303,  7663. 
Alowe,  V.  accept,  approve  of,  5175. 
Also,  eonj.  as,  C  6767. 
Amende,  v.  advance,  succeed,  G  5876. 
AzQong,  adv.  sometimes,  3325,  3341,  3304. 
AzQomrettes,  a.  pi.  sweethearts,  4755. 
Amyas,  a  curious  error;  for  At  Myas, 

i.  e.  at  Meaux,  3836.     F.  text,  a  Miaua. 
And,  conj.  if,  3051,  4441. 
Anger,  a.  pain,  augniwh,  1877;   Angres, 

pi.  tormenta,  3554,  3789. 
Angerly,  adv.  cruelly,  35x1. 
Angre,  ffer.  to  vex,  3536. 
Angry,  adj.  cruel,  3628,  3365. 
Angnissous,  adj.  anxious,  1755. 
Anker,  a.  an  anchoress,  a  female  recluse 

shut  up  either  in  a  cell  attached  to 

a  churchy  or  living  under  a  religious 

rule  iu  her  own  house,  G  6348. 
Anon-right,  adv.  straightii^ty,  1778. 
Anoy,  a.  discomfort,  pain,  vexation,  1919, 

3099,4404. 
Anoynt,  pp.  anointed,  1888. 
Apaired,  pL  a.  injured,  G  7533. 
ApAjed^  pp.  satisfied,  3854,  5631. 
Aperoeyved,  pt  a.  perceived,  C  631a. 
Aperoeyving,  a.  perception,  G  6318. 
Apert,  adj.  open,  obvious,  G  6621. 
ApostUs  newe,  L  e.  the  preaching  friars, 

G637a 
Apparence,  a.  mere  outwi^  appearance, 

5550 ;  evidence,  G  7660. 
Apparent,  adj.  distinct,  2583. 
Appert,  adj.  oi)en,  G  615a    See  Apert. 
Appose,  v.  oppose,  G  6555,  7146.    F.  text, 

opoaer. 
A-queynt,  pp.  acquainted,  3080. 
Aqueyn table,  adj.  affable,  2213. 
Araoe,  v.  pull  out,  1752. 
Arblasters,  a. pi.  men  with  croBsbowB,4i96. 
Aresdneth,  pr.  a.  reasons  with,  argues, 

G623a 
Arest,  a.  rest  (for  a  spear),  G  7561. 
Arette,  v.  impute,  3327. 
Areyse,  v.  raise  up,  4361 ;  rouse,  G  7159. 
A-rowe,  adv.  in  a  row,  G  7606. 
Asoape,  v.  escape,  get  out  of  the  difficulty, 

G6515. 


Asker,  $,  one  who  begs,  G  6674. 
A-slope,  adv,  aside,  awry,  4464. 
A«ay,  s.  attempt,  3449 ;  quali^,  temper. 

4350. 
Assayed,  pp.  tried,  proved,  sSBA. 
Aflseth,  a  sufficiency,  560a 
Aflsoile,  o.  absolve,  G  6364 ;  pp.  expUinel 

C6557. 
Assoiling,  a,  absolving,  C  641a. 
Assured,  pp.  secured,  4309^ 
Astat,  a.  state,  plight,  3416 ;  Astate,  o<ic- 

ditlon,  467a,  G  6856. 
Astoned,  pp.  astonished,  3859. 
A-euudir,  adv.  diversely,  4477. 
A-8Wone,  in  a  swoon,  1736. 
At,  prep,  at  the  hands  of,  from,  C  GRyu. 

At  al,  at  all  points,  5349 ;  tU  Ittette  wag 

at  least,  G5837 ;  at  foordis  Jfuot,  in  a  fe« 

words,  briefly,  3129. 
Attendlth,  pr,  a.  attaches  itself,  apper- 
tains, 5309. 
Attonr,  a.  array,  3718. 
Angustins,  a.  pi.  Austin  Friars,  C  7461. 
Aumenere,  a.  purse  for  alms,  2271. 
Auntre,  v.  r^  venture,  3495. 
Avale,  V.  descend,  1803. 
Avaunoed,  pp.  promoted,  C  6951 ;  helped. 

3468. 
Avaunt,  adv.  in  advance,  forwaxd,  39^ 

4790. 
Avaunt,  v.  n^  boast,  4788. 
Avauntage,  a.  profit,  5808. 
Avenaunt,  adj.  becoming,  seemly,  m^; 

pleasant,  3679 ;  condescending,  4622.       \ 
Aventure,  a.  chance,  fortune,  ikte,  211K 

4376 ;  case,  G  7308. 
Avouterye,  a.  adultery,  4954. 
Avysed,  i  pt  a.  r^. ;  Avysed  me,  appUKi 

myself,  1807. 
Awasrte,  a.  ambush,  4497. 
Awayted,  pp.  watched;    awapUd  tn&  ( 

watched  by,  3066. 
Axe,  v.  ask,  G  6559. 
Ayetnes,  prep,  against,  G  7178. 


Baehilere,  a.  young  knight,  aSaS. 

Bagge,  a.  purse,  G  6834. 

Baillye,  a.  custody,  jurisdiction,    421;. 

enclosure,  G  7574. 
Balaunoe,  a.  suspense,  4667. 
Balis,  a.  pi.  troubles,  sorrows,  4441. 
Bane,  a.  death,  4491. 
Baren,  pt.  pi.  bare,  G  6243. 
Baronage,  a.  th»  assembly  of  b<ar<K&« 

05812. 
Bataile,  a.  host,  G  5849 ;  pL  battalioc« 

C7348. 
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Bateyled,  pp.  batUexnented,  4aoa 

Bate,  9.  sbrife,  4^35. 

Bancl,  adj,  jolly  (lit.  bold),  5674. 

Bayly,  «.  bailiff,  C  6218. 

Beau-siTe,  <.  fiGur  sir,  G  6053. 

BacLe,  v,  stretoh  out  (lit.  proffer),  1710. 

Bede,  pL  9,  nOj.  might  pray,  C  7374. 

Bedels,  «.  pL  offloers,  O  6812. 

Bess^r,  «.  Begoin,  hence,  mendicant, 
G  72S2 ;  Beggers,  Begnins,  C  7356. 

Besyiie,  a,  Begoine,  C  7368. 

Bemes,  a  pL  trumpets,  C  7605. 

Berafte,  pt.  pL  mtbij.  shoiUd  deprive, 
C6669. 

Bern,  s.  bam,  5589. 

Beeaunt,  9,  besant,  5593. 

Beeinesse, «.  diligence,  3634. 

Bestial,  adj.  stnpid,  C  6716. 

Bete,  pr.  t.  ttibj.  core,  4441. 

Bialaooil,  1  e.  Bial  Aooil,  Fair  Beoeption, 
3984,  2999.  3011. 

Biffoon,  adj. ;  vxl  bigoon^  well  off,  5533. 

Bi^^yns,  $.  pL  B^goines,  C  6861. 

Bilieest,  s,  promise,  4446,  4474. 

Biliote,  V,  promise,  4446. 

Bihove,  «.  dot  behoof,  3964. 

Bilefte,  ipt.8.  remained,  3360. 

Bimene,  imp,  «.  r^  bemoan  thyself, 
2667. 

Biset,  pt.  8.  employs,  5262. 

Bisbet,  pp.  shut  up  (in  prison),  4488. 

Bit,  pr.  8.  abides,  533a 

Bitauffht,  pt  a.  commended,  4438. 

Bitrasshed,  pp.  betrayed,  391Q. 

Blake,  adj.  pi.  black  (monks),  Bene- 
dictines, C  6695. 

Blende,  ger.  to  bUnd,  to  decelye,  3954; 
Blent,  pp.  deceived,  C  6652. 

Blered,  pp.  bleared,  dimmed,  deceived, 

Blinne,  v.  desist  fW>m,  0  661 1. 

Blyve,  adv.  quickly ;  as  62.,  very  quickly, 


^799- 
Boden, 


len,  pp.  commanded,  2721. 
Bodce,  Boethius,  5661. 
Book;    the  J)ookj  ie.  the  Canon  Law, 

C  6385;  the  Bible,  C  6636. 
[Borders,  «.  pi.  C  6911.    Better  reading; 

ybr  burdens.] 
Bordillers,  a  pL  brothel-keepers,  C  7034. 
Borowe,  s.  pledge,  G  7331. 
I  Bosarde,  s.  buzzard,  4033. 
Bote, «.  remedy,  1760. 
Botes,  «.  pL  boots,  2265,  C  7262. 
Botoan,  $.  bud,  1721,  i^fSi,  296a 
Bougerons,  e.  pi.  sodomites,  C  7022. 
Bought,  pp, ;  a  houghtj  to  have  bought, 

433«. 

F 


Boontee,  a  kindness,  3147;    good&ess, 

G  6597. 
Braide,  ger.  to  bestir  itself,  wake  up, 

C7128. 
Braste,  ger.  to  burst,  3186. 
Brede,  «.  breadth ;  on  &r.,  abroad,  3635. 
Breken,  v.  disobey,  3478. 
Brenne,  v,  bum,  2475. 
Brenning, «.  burning,  2727. 
Brere,  «.  briar,  G  6191. 
Brest,  V.  burst,  4107. 
Breve,  adj.  short,  235a 
Brinixne,  adj,  cruel,  1836. 
Brocages,  e.  pL  contracts,  G  6971. 
Brond, «.  flre-brand,  3706. 
Burdens,  error  for  Borders,  G  691 1. 
Burdoon,  e.  staff,  cudgel,  3401. 
Bumettes,  e,  pi.  dreases  made  of  fine 

woollen  cloth  dyed  brown,  4756. 
But-if,  conj.  unless,  1962. 
Buzozn,  adj.  obedient,  pliant,  4419. 
By,  iwcp.'in,  G  66id ;  beside,  C  7032. 
By  and  by,  in  order,  2345;  precisely, 

45«i. 
Bye,  17.  buy,  pay  for,  2052. 
Bytinge,  pree,  part  cutting,  C  '74201 


Oaas,  a.  case,  plight,   3374;   pL   cases, 

C6759. 

Calewesrs,  «.  jp2.  soft,  sweet  pears  (which 
came  from  Gailloux  in  Burgundy), 
C7043. 

Oalle,  V.  recall,  3974. 

Camelyne,  e.  oamel*8-hair  stuff,  G  7367. 

Can,  I  jpr.  t.  (I)  know,  4796 ;  pr.  e.  under- 
stands, G  5872;  Can  him  no  thank, 
offers  him  no  thanks,  21 12:  Canst, 
2  pr.  B.  feeleet,  4399. 

Oaribdis,  Charybdis,  4713. 

Oarmes,  e.  pi  Carmelites,  White  Friars, 
C  7462. 

Gas,  «.  occasion,  G  7481. 

Caste,  V.  r^  apply  himself,  2Q31 ;  Cast, 
l>r.  s.  casts,  4330 ;  considers,  5620 ;  Caste, 
pt  8,  rejt  set  himself,  i860. 

Oastels  in  Spayne,  castles  in  the  air, 

2573- 
Casting,  e.  vomit,  G  7288. 
Catel,  e.  property,  5376. 
Cause  ;  in  caueCj  to  blame,  4525. 
Caytif,  8.  poor  wretch,  3554. 
Chaoe,  v.  chase  away ;  do  c^,  caused  to 

be  ceased  away,  G  7534. 
Chafe,  V.  irritate,  3685. 
Chamberere,  8.  chamber-maid,  4935. 
Chanoun, «.  canon,  3278. 
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CluipitiZ«,  a.  chapter,  0  6532. 
Ohapman,  s.  trader,  5591. 
Ohargid,  pt  s.  instmcted,  9145. 
Ghasteleyn,   «.   oastellan,   governor  of 

a  castle,  C  6337. 
Ohasteleyne,  «.  the  wife  of  a  chastelain 

or  governor  of  a  castle,  374a 
Chaatye,  ipr.9,  reprove,  C  6993. 
Chere,   a    conntenanoe,    favour,    3953; 
appearance,  54^»  0  6474 ;  delight,  3805. 
Cherete, «.  fondness,  3516. 
Chose,  V.  choose,  44^36;  Chesd  .  .  .  hem 
to,  pr.  pi.  choose  for  themselves,  G  6330. 
Chevered,  pp,  shivered,  1733. 
Chevisauiioe,  «.  resotirce,  remedy,  3337. 
Chevise,   v.    occupy  himself  (for   meX 
manage  (for  me),  settle  my  causa,  C 
6435. 
Chiche,  adj.  parsimonious,  5588. 
Ohideresse,  a  scold,  virago,  4a6d. 
Chinohe,  a4j.  mean,  avaricious,  O5998. 

Nasalised  form  of  Ohiohe. 
Chincby,  adj.  mean,  grudging,kiiggard]y, 

C6002. 
Cisrgis,  pi.  wax  tapers,  0  6248. 
Clarree,  a  a  sweet  liquor  consisting  of 
a  mixture  oi'  wine,  clarified  honey  and 
various  spices,  as  pepper  and  ginger, 
&c.,  C  59671  5971. 
Clepe,  V.  call,  C  5907. 
Clipsy,  adj.  eclipsed,  dim,  5349. 
Olomben,  pp.  climbed  up,  C  6933. 
ClooB,  adj.  dose,  discreet,  C  6104. 
Close,  V.  enclose,  437a. 
Closer,  a.  enclosure,  4069. 
Cloth,  8.  dress,  C  6345. 
Colour,  8.  way,  manner,  C  6aSa. 
Come,  8.  coming,  G  7628. 
Compas,  8.  circuit,  1843 ;  circumference, 

4183 ;  Gompaoe,  perfection,  3208. 
Compassen,   i  pr.  pi.  study,   observe 

closely,  C  693a. 
Complisishen,  v.  accomplish,  2133. 
Comprende,  v.  consider,  indnde  (in  my 

explanation),  G  6633. 
Compte,  8.  counting,  account,  5026. 
Comunably,   adv.   commonly,   usually, 

C  7^37. 
Comunely,  adv.  publicly,  4801. 
Coxnuntee,  a  community,  common  pos- 
session, 5209. ' 
Conoouxs,  a  course,  result,  436a 
Conestablerye,  a  a  ward  of  a  castle 
under  the  command  of  a  constable, 
4318. 
Coninges,  a  pL  conies,  rabbits,  G  7044. 
Couisaunoe,   a    understanding,   know- 
ledge, 5465,  5559 1  acquaintance,  4668. 


Ooxtjoota,  I  pr,  pL  oonspixe,  C  69A 
Conne,  a  pr.  8.  8ubj.  mayst  he  well  ia» 
structed,  3315.  . 

Conaequenoe,  a  result,  C  6448. 
CoDBolaoiooxi,  the '  Oonsalatioii  of  Ibik-I 

sophy,'  5661. 
Constreynaiinoe,  a  oonatiaint,  C  74^  | 
Contene,  v.  remain,  3641 ;  r^  bear  hi&l 
self,  3348 ;  Gonteyne, «.  contain  (himself. 
4933;    Gontene,  pr.  pL  r^   maimftB  j 
themselves,  G  6805. 
Contrarie,  a  perplexity,  4478L 
Oontrarloiu,  adj.  hostile,  3354. 
Controve,  v.  compose  songs,  4349;  gr. 

to  invent,  G  7547. 
Oontune,  v.  continue,  4354,  5332. 
Oonvay,  ger.  to  accompany,  24381 
Corage,  a  mood,  temper,  4938. 
Cordileres,  a  pL  Franciisoana,  (so  caljcd 
firam  wearing  a  girdle  of  ropeX  G  74^1. 
Gomewayle,  Gomouaille  in  Brittaaj 

4350^ 
Ooroinpable,  adj.  corruptible,  4^91 
Cos,  a  kiss,  3663. 

Coet,  a  coast,  place,  3931 ;  quarter,  2477- 
Cotidien,  €idj.  quotidian,  daily;   oi  t 

a  quotidian  ague,  3401. 
Coaohen,  pr.  j>L  impose,  C  69013. 
Countesses,  a  i>t  G  686ol 
Countours,  a  pL  aooountanta,  C  68x2. 
Coupe-gorge,  a  Gut-throat,  C  7422. 
Couth,  pp.  known,  aooo ;  evident^  42x3. 
Ooveitjse,   a   coveting,    desire,    4129: 

covetousnesB,  507a 
Covenable,  adj.  seemly,  fitting,  soitabla 

G  6o3o,  6753 ;  excellent,  C  7181. 
Coveni,  a  convent,  4904,  C  7380. 
Coverohief;  a  kerohiei;  head-eovaiim. 

O7369. 
Covert,  adj.  secret,  hidden  up,  C  6149. 
Coverture,  a  concealment,  2172. 
Oovyne,  a  intrigue,  secret  pUin,  3799. 
Coy,  adj.  quiet,  hidden,  4297. 
Crye,  a  increase,  progeny,  4875.  (JbrCiw. 
crece  seems  to  mean  destroyed  progear 
i.  e.  abortion.)    See  create  (  =  tnoeM 
in  the  New  K  Diet. 
Orooe,  8.  crosier,  G  ti47a 
Crownet,  8.  coronet,  3303. 
Cunne,  v.   shew;   cutme  him  mamffm. 
shew  him  ill-will,  4559 ;  1  jpr.  pL  caz 
0  5879;  pr.  pL  know  (howX  C  oi> 
pr.  a  suhj.  be  able,  C  599a 
Cure,  a  charge,  1963,  G  <^ ;  oara,  42^^ 
cause  of  care,  .3456 ;  heed,  C  7557 ;  a»> 
G  67S» ;  jurisdiotion,  3540^ 
Curious,  a4;.  diligent,  wmUoiib,   C  cht 
6590. 
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Customere,  adj.  accustomed,  4936^    F. 

teztf  couttumiere. 
Cut,  j^,  B.  cats,  G  6198. 


Dasffes,  8.  pi.  loose  tags  or  shreds  of 
clotb,  0  726a  (I  can  find  no  exact 
acoonnt  of  the  fastening  here  referred 
to  ;  I  sappose  that  the  dagges^  or  tape- 
like strips,  had  batton-holes,  through 
which  the  knoppes  or  buttons  psssed.) 

Baliaunce,  a.  talk,  385a 

Dampnizii:,  s.  damnation,  C  6643. 

Dar,  pr.  «.  dare,  6049. 

Daunoe ;  the  olde  <{.,  the  old  game,  4500. 

BatLnsere,  a  resistance,  1952;  reluctance, 
3318  ;  power,  control,  0051. 

I>aunjCeronB,  ctdj.  shy,  reluctant,  back- 
w^ard,  3312 ;  hard  to  please,  2824 ;  cruel, 
3594*  37»7- 

Daunte,  9.  conquer,  subdue,  330a 

Baontixis,  a.  tcuning,  403a. 

DaTved,  pt,  9,  tubj.  would  dawn,  2633. 

Da^wes,  s.  pi.  days,  2838,  G  6616. 

Bebonairly,  adv.  graciously,  pleasantly, 
238a. 

Defatite,  8.  lack,  5789. 

Defenced,  pp.  defended,  431a 

Defeiisabie,  adj.  helping  to  defend,  4168. 

Dofoule,  V.  trample  down,  G  6000. 

Defyle,  v.  bruise,  C  7317. 

Degree,  «.  rank,  G  7214 ;  manner,  G  7442. 

Heignoua,  adj.  disdainful,  3593. 

Bel,  &  deal;  Dele,  bit,  least  thing,  5139; 
not  .  .  a  del,  not  a  whit,  G  6807,  7433 ; 
never  a  del,  not  at  all,  G  6036 ;  every  del, 
every  whit,  G  6017. 

Beleotaoioiin,  e.  delight,  4821. 

Beles  (Northern  form),  pr.  a.  distributes, 

5419- 
Belioionaly,  adv.  daintily,  G  6729. 
Beliverly,  adv.  quickly,  1927,  2283,  30Q5. 
Belyoes,  e.  pi.  pleasures,  G  7281. 
Bemeigne, ».  possession,  ownership^  5586 ; 

Demeyne,  dominion,  rule,  331a 
Bemene,  v.  put  up  with,  5238. 
Bepart,  v.  divide,  2367,  5279. 
Beparting,  a.  division,  4613. 
Bare,  v.  injure,  destroy,  4336 ;  pp.  210a 
Besert,  a,  deserving,  4269. 
Beaperaunce,  a,  desperation,  1872. 
Besporte,  ger,  to  cheer,  to  divert,  2014. 
Bespyt)  c  aversion,  G  5996. 
Bever, «.  endeavour,  5299. 
Beviaant,  adj.  divergent,  turned  awsy, 

^4789- 

Be  void,  adj.  free,  4312. 

Bevoid6d,i>p.  removed,  2929. 


Bevyne,  v.  interpret,  380a 

Bevya,  a.  disposal,  1974 ;  will,  3621 ;   6// 

devya,  to  judge  fiom  her  appearance  (?), 

3205.  (F.  text,  et  a  aon  via.) 
Beyned,  pt   a.   aubj. ;   him  dagned,   it 

appeared  good  to  him,  G  6950. 
Beynous,  adj.  disdainful,  3728. 
Beyntee,  a,  value,  2677. 
Biflyne,  v.  define,  4807. 
Bight,  V.  prepare,  424a 
Bisoomflt,  pp.  disconcerted,  4067. 
Bisoordaunoe,   a.    disagreement,    4715, 

5208 ;  discordant  melody,  4251. 
Bisoorde,  ger.  to  disagree,  4716. 
Biscrevan,  2  pr.  pL  describe,  4803. 
Bisdeinoiu,  adj.  disdainful,  G  7412. 
Bisese,  a.  uneasiness,  5244. 
Biseae,  ger.  to  trouble,  3526. 
Bisgysen,   v.   appar^,    2250;    Disgyse, 

I  pr.  a.  disguise,  G  6358. 
Bishonest,    adj.    unfair,    unreasonable, 

3442 ;  immodest,  4262. 
Bisordinat,  adj.  inordinate,  4816. 
Bispendith,  pr,  pi.  spend,  5681. 
Biapitoiu,  adj.  unmerciful,  spiteful,  C 

6162 ;  malicious,  f^ward,  2212,  3457. 
Bisplesaunce,  a.  displeasure,  3436. 
Disport,  a.  delight,  3468 ;  happiness,  2894. 
Biarewlily,  adv.  irregularly,  490CX 
Disseise,  v.  dispossess,  deprive,  (F.  de»- 

aaiair),  2076. 
Bisserve,  v.  deserve,  3093. 
Bisseyred,  pp.  deceived,  G  6628. 
Bissoluoioun,  a.  dissoluteness,  4898. 
Bistinote,  v.  distinguish,  G  6199. 
Distoned,  adj.  out  of  tune,  4248. 
Ditee,  a.  discourse,  5286, 5652. 
Divyne,  a.  divinity,  G  6488. 
Do,  V.  cause ;  do  make,  taxiae  to  be  made, 

2080;  pr,  a.  aubj.  accomplish,  G  5^; 

Doand  (Northern),   pree.  part,  doing, 

2708 ;  Don,  pp.  put,  placed,  G  6564. 
Dole,  s.  lamentation,   mourning,   2956, 

4317.    O.F.  doeL 
Dolven,  pp.  buried,  4070^ 
Dom,  a.  dumb,  2220,  2409,  2492. 
Dool,  a.  grief,  4480. 
Dool, a.  portion;  ha{fen dool,  half  i>ortion, 

halving  (it),  2364. 
Doth,  pr.  8.  causes,  2772, 2786, 2790 ;  brings,. 

5558  f  gives,  1984. 
Double,  adj.  twofold,  1756. 
Doublenesse,    «.    double-dealing,     du- 
plicity, 2366. 
Doiin,  come  down,  G  5868. 
Dont,  a.  fear,  2102. 
Dontable,  adj.  doubtftil,  5413 ;  imperilled, 

unstable,  G  6274. 
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Doute,  v.  fear,  3033 ;  ipr,8.aid&;  apr.pL 
ao79. 

Douting,  «.  doubt,  0  6074. 

I>raught,  a.  draught,  bout,  act,  4869.  F. 
text,  Car  maint  nH  irairoientja  trcUt. 

Drede,  e.  doabt;  tcUhouUn  dr.,  -without 
doubt,  3199,  3351,  G  6314 ;  Dread  (per- 
sonified),* 3958,  ^i. 

Drerihed,  8.  sorrow,  4738. 

Dresae,  v.  prepare,  1773  ;  pr.  «.  gubjj.  r^ 
set  himself,  G  6535. 

Dreye,  ac^.  dry,  1743. 

Drough,  pt.  8.  drew,  1735. 

Droune,  ger,  to  be  drowned,  4710,  5033. 

Druery,  s.  loyal  affection,  5064. . 

Brye,  v,  suffer,  undergo,  4390;  endure, 
3105 ;  ffer.  to  fulfil,  0  7484. 

Diille,  I  pr.  8.  become  stupefied,  4793. 

Bnre,  v.  lost,  endure,  G  6841. 

Buresse,  a.  severity,  3547,  357a 

Dwelling,  a,  delay,  344a 

Byamaunt,  «.  adaznant,  4385. 

Dyden,  pt.  pi.  died,  G  6345. 

Dyne,  v.  as  a.  dinner,  G  65Qa 


SSohe,  «.  add,  1994 ;  help,  aid,  4618. 

Sffoot,  a.  reality,  5486. 

Sft,  adv.  again,  1783. 

Sftsone,  adv.  soon  afterwards,  G  (1094 ; 
Efbsones,  G  6649. 

Sgre,  adj.  acid,  4179. 

Bgre,  adv.  sharply,  5474. 

Side,  «.  old  age,  4885. 

ISlengenesae,  a.  solitariness ;  hence,  sad- 
ness, disquietude,  G  74oi5.  F.  teict, 
aouaai. 

Mis,  a.  pi.  eels,  G  7039. 

Elles,  adv.  otherwise,  in  all  other  re- 
spects, 3439. 

Umpressid,  pp.  pressed,  3691. 

Smpryse,  a.  undertaking,  care,  3147; 
doings,  3508 ;  enterprise,  C  5835 ;  design, 
1973 ;  conduct,  action,  3186 ;  privilege, 
3008 ;  rule,  4905. 

£nohesoun,  a.  occasion,  3504,  3983,  4343. 

JBnclyne,  v.  be  subject  (to),  respect,  bow 
down  (to),  G  6814. 

Bnoombre,  v,  disturb,  5434 ;  pr.  a.  impor- 
tunes, teases,  G  6675 ;  pr.  pi.  perplex, 
4483  ;  pp.  annoyed,  G  7638. 

Snfaunoe,  a.  infancy,  youth,  4388. 

Snforoe,  v,  compel,  G  6407 ;  pr.  pi.  r</l. 
endeavour,   G   6375;    pp.   augmented, 

4499- 
Sngendmre,  a.  procreation,  4849. 
Sngreveth,  pr.  a.  displeases,  3444. 


Bnhaanoe,  ger.  to  exalt,  advance,  C  jh^k 
Enlangoured,  adj.  faded  witb   langtxar, 

pale,  G  7399. 
Unlumined,  pp.  illumined,  5344. 
Slnpryve,  a.  quickness  of  movomeni,  i6r' 

See  Xbnpryse. 
Bnqueates,  a,  pL  legal  inqmaitions,  r 

6977. 
Snanxe,  ipr.  a.  assure,  4850 ;  j»p.  G  7312. 
XSntayle,  a.  figure,  shape,  371 1. 
BntenoLcnin,  a.  attention,  47or ;  intect. 

G  6358;    diligence,  ^137;   €tf  e.,   iotes- 

tionally,   3976 ;  pi.  meaning,    drift,  I 

7170. 
Bntende,  v.  pay  attention,  aiS3» 
lESntendement,  a.  intention,  3188. 
Bntent,  a.  mind,  3187;   puxpoee,   248S: 

disposition,  5696 ;  endeavour,  3906 ;  in- 

tention^  design,  G  581 1,  5869. 
Bntentiz,  a4j.  diligent,  careful,  9023  ;  adr. 

173a 
Bntermete,  v.r^  intermeddle,  interfere 

3966 ;  z  pr.  a.  r^  busy  (myself  with  \  C 

6971. 
Bntremees,  8.pL  entremets,  dainty  meats, 

G6841. 
Bntremete,  v.  interfere,  G  6635,  7333 ;  ger 

0  6503 ;  ger,  r^.  G  5946 ;  i  pr.  a.  inter* 

meddle,  interfere,  G  6498,  6840;  pr.  a. 

G  5921- 
Snviroon,  adv.  about,  3303,  4163 ;  round 

about,  4303. 
Enviroune,  z  pr.  pi.  go  about,  C  yoxj. 
Bquii>olenceB,  a.  pi.  equivocations,  equi- 
vocal expressions,  G  7076. 
Srke,  adj.  weary,  wearied,  4867. 
Ernes,  a.  ardour,  (of  love),  4838. 
Ernest,  a.  earnest,  pledge,  3680. 
Ers,  a.  posteriors  (F.  culij  G  7578. 
Espleyten,  v.  perform,  execute,  C  6Z74. 
Espye,  a.  spy,  387Z. 
Eatabliwshing,  a.  decree,  0  6$6g, 
Estate,  a.  state  of  life,  position,  4901. 
Estres,  «.  pi.  recesses,  inner  parts,  3636. 
Existenoe,  a.  reality,  5549,  G  7470. 
Expowne,  ger.  to  eiq^und,  G  7173. 
Eyth,  adj.  ea«y,  3955.    A.S.  ftitf. 


Fable,  «.  deoeitfdlness,  G  6603. 
Fade,  adj.  pallid,  faded,  3399. 
Fadome,  a.  pi.  fathozns,  4159. 
Failed,  pp.  aa  adj.  wanting,  defective,  C 

7470. 
Fainte,  a^'.  feigned,  G  7405. 
Fairhede,  a.  fEumess,  beauty,  3484. 
Fallaoas,  a.  pi.  deceits,  G  7077. 
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S*allitb,jpr.  a.  impen,  befits,  4035;  belongs, 

C6976. 
FalBen,  pr.  pi.  deceive,  4833. 
Fand,  pt.  pL  found,  2707. 
f  ard,  imp.  s.  paint,  3285. 
Fardels,  8.  jd.  loads,  bundles,  5683. 
fare,  3.  welfare,  condition,  C  6498. 
Fare,  v.  depart,  vanish  away,  C  6045; 
pr.  pi  go,  5564 ;  journey,  5509 ;  pp,  gone, 
2710. 
Faute,  9.  fault,  defect,  3837. 
Fa^we,  <tdj.  fain,  blithe,  C  6476. 
Fay,  s,  faith,  2x55,  5106. 
Fee,  s.  property,  fief,  C  6044. 
Feers,  adj.  fierce,  3372, 
Feeste, «.  encouragement,  5061. 
Fel,  a^.  cruel,  savage,  221 1 ;  harsh,  4028  j 

stem,  C  7342  ;  Felle,  pi  painftil,  3789. 
Felde-fare,  a.  field-fare,  5510. 
Fele,  €idj.  many,  4446,  C  6038. 
Fele,  17.  perceive  (smell),  1844. 
Feller,  adj.  comp.  crueller,  4103. 
Felones,  adj.  pL  evil,  wicked,  G  671 1. 
HUf,  iangeUngeSy  his  evil  pratings,  his 
injurious  talk.    Suggested  by  F.  Maugre 
le9  fdoneaaea  jangUa  \  where /«2oneMM  is 
a  plural  adJecUve ;  see  Gk>deiroy. 
Feloun,  adj,  cruel,  C  5998. 
Fere,  &  fire,  2471,  5086. 
Fered,j3!p.  fired,  inflamed,  5278. 
Fetisly,  adv.  neatly,  perfectly,  2267. 
Fetys,  adj.  well-made,  2088. 
Feynte,  adj.  feigned,  5563. 
Feyntyse,  a.  deceit,  guile,  2947, 2998, 349a ; 

evasion,  1971. 
Fiaunoe,  a.  confidence,  trust,  5481. 
Fil,  pt.  a.  fell,  condescended,  3437  j  Fille, 

pt.  pi  found  themselves,  C  5813. 
Fit,  a.  mood,  5197. 
Flawme,  a.  flame,  3707. 
Fla^vnes,  a.  pi  flawns ;  a  dish  composed 
of  new  cheese,  eggs,  powdered  sugar, 
coloured  with  saffron   and  baked  in 
small  tins  called  ^  coffins' ;  C  4042. 
Flayn, jgip.  flayed,  C  731 6.  Miswritten  alayn. 
Flemed,  pt.  a.  exiled,  drove  into  exile, 

3053,  C  6781.    A.  S.  flyman, 
Fioytes,  a.  pi  flutes,  4251. 
Foles,  gen.  fool's,  5266. 
Foly,  adj.  foolish,  4299,  5085. 
Fond,  adj.  foolish,  5367. 
Fonde,  v.  attempt,  5858. 
Foole,  adj.  foolish,  C  7539. 
Foon,i>I.  foes,  5552,  C  6940. 
Foote,  V.  dance  formally,  2323. 
Foot-hoot,  adv.  instantly,  3827. 
VoTy  prep,  to  prevent,  4229;  for  fear  o^ 
2365 ;  on  account  of,  2190, 


Forboden,i>p.  forbidden,  C  6616. 
Force,  a. ;  I  ysvs  no  force^  I  care  not, 

4602  ;  cf/.,  necessarily,  1796. 
Fordone,  j>p.  undone,  4339. 
Fordrive,  pp.  scattered,  3782. 
Forewardis,  forwards;  Asnnes/.,  hence- 
forward, C  7304. 
Forfare,  v.  perish,  5388,  5778. 
For-ofte,  adv.  very  often,  4876. 
For-peyned,  pp.  distressed,  3693. 
Forsake,  v.  refuse,  2822 ;  withstand,  1876. 
Forstere,  a.  forester,  0  6329. 
Fortened,  pp.  destroyed,  4875.    (Or  per- 

haps  *  obstructed ' ;  cf.  A.S.  /ortynany  to 

shut  up.)    See  Crece. 
Forthenke,  v.  rue,  repent,  3957,  406a 
Forthy,  cof^j.  because ;  not/.,  not  on  that 

account,  (perhapa)  neverthcdess,  4.S09. 
Forwandtred,|>p.  spent  with  wandering, 

3336. 
Forwardis,  a.  pi.  agreements,  C  7303. 
Forweireyd,  pp.  utterly  defeated,  2564. 
Forwery,  adj.  tired  out,  3336. 
For-w^hy,  wherefore,  1743. 
Forwoundid,  pp.  sorely  woxmded,  1830. 
Foryet,  v.  forget,  3243 ;  pr,a.O  6538. 
Foryeve,  ger.  to  abandon,  give  up,  3438. 
Frauncbyse,  a.  liberty,  4906;  nobility, 

2007 ;   generosity,  3003  ',   Bounty,  3501  ; 

Freedom,  C  5865. 
Frere,  a,  friar,  0  7377;   Friar  Wolf,  C 

6424. 
Freres  Frechonrs,  a.  pi  preaching  friars, 

i  e.  the  Frechonrs,  or  Dominican  friars, 

O7458. 
Fret,  pp.  fretted,  adorned,  3204 ;  set,  4705. 
Fretted,  pp.  furnished,  lit.  ornamented, 

07359- 
Frounoen,  pr.  pi  shew  wrinkles,  C  7261 ; 

Frounced,  i>2>.  wrinkled,  3137. 
Fyne,  v.  cease,  1797;  pr.  pi  aubj.  end, 

depart,  5356, 


Gbibbeth,  pr.  a,  speaks  fiilsely,  lies,  0 
6700. 

Gbibbing,  a.  lying,  0  7602,  7612. 

Qadring,  a,  accumulation,  5782. 

Qarisoun,  a.  healing,  3248 ;  garrison,  4279. 

Oamement,  a.  dress,  2256. 

Gkumisoun,  a.  fortress,  4204. 

Gtote,  a.  way,  wise,  3332,  5167,  5230  (North- 
em). 

Gentilnesse,  a.  kindness,  4605;  good 
breeding,  2005 ;  nobility,  5237. 

Qemer,  a.  gamer,  C  5988. 

Qenae  ;  wUhoute  geaaA,  doubtless,  2817. 

(}eten,  pp,  gotten,  5701. 
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Qetixig,  8,  obtainins:,  attainment,  3384. 

Qibbe,  Gib  (Gilbert),  a  oat,  C  6304. 

Ginnef  «.  warlike  engine,  41  ;& 

Qinneth,  pr, »,  begins,  2154. 

Gisarme, «.  a  weapon  bearing  a  scythe- 
like  blade  fixed  on  a  abaft  and  provided 
also  with  a  spear^point  like  a  bayonet, 
O5978. 

Giteme,  ger.  to  play  on  the  gnitar,  2321. 

Glose,  o.  flatter,  5097;  pp,  explained,  0 
689a 

Gloumbe,  v.  iVown,  look  glom,  4356. 

Gnede,  9.  stingy  person,  C  6002.  (Mis- 
written  ^rr0d«.) 

Go,  pp.  gone,  2423 ;  empty,  C  6834. 

Goxifanoun,  i.  gonfalon,  banner,  2018. 

Gtospel  Perdurable,  The  EverlastLDg 
Gospel,  C  710a. 

Oraithe,  v.  dress,  array,  C  7368. 

Ghraunt  meroy,  best  thanks,  G  7504. 

Gree,  (1)  s.  way  (lit.  grade) ;  in  no  maner 
gree^  in  no  kind  of  way,  5743* 

(}ree,  (2)  s.  favour ;  atU  grtt^  with  favour, 
4574 ;  to*«  <rt  ^Tflfl,  aooept  with  a  good 
will,  1969 ;  in  gree^  in  good  part,  2306. 

Ghrate,  i  pr,  b,  weep,  lament,  4116  (North- 
emX 

Graves,  e.  pi.  thickets,  3019. 

GroffiB,  adv.  face  downward,  2361. 

Groine,pr.  s,  mttj.  grumble,  murmur,  C 
7049U 

Grucohen,  pr,  pL  subj.  grumble  at,  be- 
grudge, C  6465. 

Graoohlng,  a  refHisal,  C  6439. 

Grype,  v.  seise,  C  5983, 

Gnerdoning,  a.  reward,  2380,  C  5908. 

Gyler, «.  beguiler,  5759. 

Gype,  «.  fVock;  perhaps  a  smock-frock 
(alluding  to  the  numerous  gathers  in 
the  front  of  it),  07262. 


Ha,  V.  have,  5569. 

H ade,  apt.  s.  haddest, a4aa 

Halp,pe.  8.  helped,  191 1. 

Halt,  pr.  8.  r^  oonsiders  himself,  4901 ; 

keeps,  C  7032. 
Hardement,  8.  courage,  1827,  2487,  3393. 
Harlotes,  8.  pi.  rasca^  ribalds,  0  6068. 
Hameis,  «.  armour,  gear,  C  7477. 
Hameys,  v.  r^.   dress,  equip   thyself, 

2647. 
Hat,  a4/.  hot,  2398. 

Hatter,  adj.  comp.  hotter,  more  hotly,  2475. 
Haunt,  V.  practise,  4868 ;  ger,  to  haunt, 

frequent,  C  6601 ;  pr,  a  Bubjj.  practise,  C 

7029. 


Haunting,  a  haunt,  abode,  C  6081. 
Hauteyn,  adj.  haughty,   C  6101;   /^tl 

3739. 
Havoir,  a  having,  472a 
Haye,  «.  hedge,  2971, 2987. 
Hele,  V.  conceal,  2858 ;  ger,  1591 ;  pr.  pL 

G6889. 
Hele,  a  health,  4721. 
Hem,  pron,  them,  2218. 
Hemmes,  a  pi.  phylacterieo,  C  6912. 
Hend,  adj.  ready,  useAil,  3345. 
Hente,  ger.  to  seize,  3364 ;  pt.8.  1730, 4cci 

pL  pL  snatched,  G  7136 ;  pp.  plucked. 

7644. 
Herber,  imp.  pi.  take  up  your  abode,  <' 

7586 ;  apt.  8.  didst  harbour,  5107. 
Herbergere,  a  host,  entertainer,  C  7585 : 

pLsooo. 
Herberwe,  a  shelter,  lodging,   C  6301. 

7495. 

Herberwe,  v.  shelter,  lodge,  O  6145. 

Herde,  a  shepherd,  C  6453 ;  pi.  C  61561. 

Herle,  pr.  pZ.  honour,  praise,  C  6241 
A.S.  kerian. 

Hertly,  a4j.  true-hearted,  5435. 

Het,  pp.  heated.  3709. 

Heten,  v.  promise,  0  6299. 

Hight,  j9r.  a  is  named,  0  6341 ;  pp.  pro- 
mised, 2803. 

Hoked,  adj.  hooked,  ftimished  with 
hooks,  T712 ;  barbed,  1749. 

Hole,  adj.  whole,  complete,  5443. 

Holtes,  8.  pi.  plantations,  G  6996b 

Homager,  a  vassal,  3288. 

Hoolly,  adv.  wholly,  197% 

Hoomly,  adj.  homely,  nunHiar,  G  632a 

Hoor,  adj.  gray-haired,  C  6335 ;  Hoie,  odi 
hoary,  gray,  3196 ;  p2.  hoary  (a  frequent 
epithet  of  trees,  perhaps  with  refer&ucf 
to  trees  of  great  age),  C  6996. 

Hompypes,  8.pL  musical  instmm»it& 
formed  of  pipes  made  of  horn,  42501 

Hostilers,  a  as  adj.pL  keeping  an  inn.  C 

7033- 
Hoteth,  pr.  a  promises,  5422 ;  pr.  pL  5444. 
Housel,  V.  give  the  Host  (to),  G  6438. 
Hulatred,  pp.  concealed,  hidden,  C  61461 
Humanitee,  a  human  nature,  5655. 
Hy,  a  haste ;  <n  Ay,  in  haste,  2393, 3591. 


Ich,  pron,  I,  G  6787. 

If,  conj.  if  (i.  e.  if  the  matter  be  wisely  in- 
quired into),  4454. 
Imped,  pp.  engrafted,  5137. 
Impes,  8.  pi  grafts,  G  6293. 
ImiK>rtable,  adj,  insnffexabla,  C  6902. 
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XxL-fere,  adv,  together,  4827. 
» V.  iflsne,  199a. 


Jaasleth,  pr.  «.  prattles,  C  754a 
JTfKnglfTig,  A  prating,  chattering,  O  585a ; 

l>2.-idle  worde,  G  671 1. 
Jape,  8,  jest,  0  7519  ;  pl-  tricks,  C  6835. 
JTape,  11^.  A  mock,  aooff  at^  G  6471. 
Jollly,  <idt».  after  a  jolly  sort,  G  7031 ; 

pleasantly,  ^248 ;  nicely,  neatly,  2284 ; 

deservedly,  G  7664. 
Joly,  adj.  fine,  gay,  G  7348* 
Jolyneaae, «.  joUiness,  joy,  3309. 
JTow^les, «.  pi.  jewels,  2093,  543a 
Joyne,  ii>r.  s.  ei^oin,  3355. 
Japctftye,  s.  jeopardy,  3666. 


Kembe,  imp,  «.  comb,  3384. 

Kenne,  r.  ^ow,  teach,  2476. 

Kepe,  #.  heed,  3475. 

Kepe,  V.  keep ;  fcepe  /orefc,  perpetuate, 

4854 ;   1  pr.  «.  care,  G  6440 ;  keep,  3476 ; 

care,  wish,  G  6083 ;  pr.  pL  care,  G  6093. 
Kernels, «.  pZ.  battlements,  4 195.   F.  text, 

ies  cneniatis. 
Kerving,  pres.  pt  as  a4;-  catting,  3813. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  3006. 

Kid,  pp.  made  known,  3171 ;  evident,  3133. 
Kirked,  adj.  crooked  (?),  3137. 
Knet,  pp.  knit,  fastened,  47CX),  481 1 ;  pp. 

pL  fast  boond,  3093. 
Kuewe,  i  pi.  $.  attbj.  disclosed,  G  6090. 
Knopped,  pp.  fastened,  G  736a  A  Jatoppe 

is  properly  a  button ;  hence  kttoppen,  to 

fa^^en  with  a  bntton. 


Ijaas,  B.  toils,  snare,  G  6039,  6648 ;  Lace, 

cord,  string,  G  7373  ;  net,  3793 ;  snare, 

5093. 
Xiaoed,  pp.  entangled,  caught,  3178. 
lAkke,  3  pr.  pL  Uame,  4804. 
liambren,  a.  pU  lambs,  G  7013. 
I^argesse,  $,  liberality,  2354 ;  G  5853. 
Xaas,  s.  net,  S790.    See  Iiaas,  Iiaoe. 
Ijate,  gwr.to  let,  permit,  allow,  3145,  G 

6676  ;  V,  let,  5574 ;  Lat.pr.s.  lets  remain, 

5493. 
Iiauhwith,  pr,  8,  Uuig^,  3394. 
Iiay,  t.  law,  religions  belief,  C  6749. 
Iieef,  adj.  willing,  3335. 
Iiees,  B.  pi  lies;   wMUmten  leet^  tnily, 

39<H,  57'^ 

F 


Iieftd,  adj.  allowable,  permissible,  5195. 

Lit  '  leave-ftiL* 
Iieggen,  ger.  ease,  relieve,  5016.    (Short 

for  aleggen.) 
Lemes,  «.  pL  rays,  5346. 
Iiemman,  s.  sweetheart,  C  6056,  ^305. 
lioue,  V.  lend,  3053,  G  7036. 
Lening ;  in  lening^  as  a  loan,  3373. 
I^pand,  prtB.  part  ronning  (with  short 

jumps),  1938. 
Iiere,  ger.  to  teach,  3143,  3149;  v*  teach, 

515a;  learn,  2451,4808. 
Lered,  adj.  learned,  G  6217. 
Ijese,  V.  lose,  G  5915,  5924 ;  pr. «.  2149. 
Lesing, «.  lie,  falsehood,  2174,  4835. 
I«et,  pr.  B,  leads  (his  lifeX  G  6111. 
Lete,  V.  cease,  2463 ;  leave,  G  6457 ;  ^^ 

alone,  G  6556 ;  abandon,  G  6169 ;  allow, 

permit,  6458;   i  pr.  s.  leave,  G  6354; 

abandon,  G  6997 ;  pp.  let,  1791. 
Lette,  B.  let,  hindrance,  3756. 
Ijetten,  v.  hinder,    3590;    delay,  3940; 

stop,  1832 ;  cease,  2807 ;  desist,  1832. 
Letting,  a  hindrance,  G  5931. 
Itettmre,  b.  literature,  writing,  G  6751. 
Iiere,  v.  believe,  3303. 
laeve,  V.  live,  2336. 
LeTer,  adv.  rather,  G  6793 ;  me  tosre  lecer^ 

I  had  rather,  G  6168. 
Lewd,  tidj.  lay  (folk),  the  ignorant,  G 

6217. 
Lewedist,  adj.  tuperL  most   ignorant, 

4802. 
Leye,  pt.  pi.  lay,  lived,  G  6572. 
Liohe,  adv.  alike,  equally,  416a 
Ligging,  pr.  pi.  lying  down,  4002. 
Likerous,  adjj.  licentious,  4264. 
Likly,  adj.  similar,  4852. 
Lisse,  V.  abate,  4128;  ger.  to  be  eased,  to 

feel  relief,  3758. 
List,  B.  pleasure,  will,  1957. 
List,  pr.  B.  wirixes,  G  6139. 
Loigne,  B.  tether,  3382,  G  7090. 
Loke,  pp.  locked  up,  2092. 
Long ;  CiflongpoBBod^  of  old,  3377. 
Longith,  pr.  b.  befits,  2321. 
Loos,  B.  renown,  reputation,  2310,  G  6103 ; 

ill  fame,  G  7081. 
Lorn,  pp.  lost,  4327,  4502,  4908,  G  5973- 
Losengeonrs,  b.  pL  deceivers,  2693. 
Loteby,  a  paramour,  G  6339. 
Longh,  pt,  B,  laughed,  G  7395. 
Lonre,  pr,  a  9ubJ.  scowl,  G  7049. 
Loute,  V,  bow,  4384  ;  bow  down,  G  7336 ; 

pr.  pi,  Bubj.  bow  down,  G  6917. 
Lowe,  ger.  to  ^[»praise,  ie.  to  be  valued 

at,  4533. 
Lnoe,  a  pike  (flshX  G  7039^ 

f3 
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Iiyflode,  8,  livelihood,  5603,  C  6663. 

Iiyken,  v.  please,  1854,  C  6131. 

Iiyte,  adj.  little,  small,  2279,  3557 ;  euLv.  C 

755». 
Iiythe,  <idj,  delicate,  3762. 


at,  adj.  bewildered,  overooxne,   1739. 

See  Hate. 
Maistrjse,  s,  strength,  dominion,  4172. 
Make,  ger.  to  cause,  O  5931 ;  pr.  pL  pro- 
pound, C  6186. 
ICale,  «.  bag,  wallet,  3263 ;  money-bag,  C 

6376, 
Maltalent,  a.  iU-hnmonr,  3438. 
Mangonel,  8.  a  military  engine  on  the 

principle  of  the  sling-staff  for  casting 

stones,  a  catapult^  G  6279. 
Mar,  adj.  greater,  2215 ;  adv.  more,  185^. 
Marohandise, «.  barter,  C  5902. 
Mare,  adv.  more,  2709. 
Marko8,i>{.  marks  (coins),  C  5986. 
Marreth,  pr.  s.  disfigures,  4679. 
Mate,  adj'  distracted,  5099;    downcast, 

4671 ;  dispirited,  3167,  319a    See  Maat 
Maogree, ».  ill-will,  4399 ;  reproach,  3144 ; 

prep,  in  spite  of,  C  ^11 ;  maiugre  youres, 

in  spite  of  you,  C  7645. 
Maynxe,  v,  maim,  0  6620 ;  pr,  a,  wonnds, 

5317*    See  Meygned. 
Maysondewe,  8.  hospital,  5619. 
Medle,  v.  interiere,  3788 ;  Medle,  v.  r^. 

meddle ;  m.  him  of^  deal  with,  C  6^50 ; 

to  medU,  for  meddling,  4545. 
Make,  v.  mollify,  3394 ;  have  mercy,  3541  ; 

Meked,  pt.  a  r^  humbled  himself,  3584. 
Mendienoe,  «.  beggary,  mendicancy,  C 

^57,  6707. 
Mene,  8.  mean,  middle  state,  C  6527. 
Mene,  adj.  middle,  mean,  4844. 
Mene,  1  pr.  8.  bemoan,  2596. 
Menour,  Minorite,  Franciscan  friar,  0 

<5338. 
Mes ;  8.  at  good  mes,  at  a  favourable  op- 
portunity, 3462.    O.  F.  rnea. 
Mete,  adj-  meet,  fitted,  1799. 
Mete,  V.  meet,  succeed,  4571. 
Movable,  adj.  moveable,  4736. 
Meve,  V.  move,  incite,  2327. 
Mewe,  8.  coop,  cage  (a  falconry  term), 

4778- 
Meygned,  pp.  hurt,  maimed,  3356.    See 

Mayme. 
Meynee,  a  household,  G  6870,  7156. 
Meynt,  pp.  mingled,  1920 ;  Meynd,  2296. 
Mich,  adj.  many,  2258,  5555. 
Mioher,  8.  thief,  0  6541. 


Miohes,   8.  pi.  small   loaves   of  finec 

wheaten  flour,  5585. 
Mis,  adj.  amiss,  wrong,  3243. 
Miacheef,  a  misfortune,  C  6751. 
Miserioorde,  a  mercy,  3577. 
Miaaeying,  a  evil-speaking,  2J07. 
Mister,  a  occupation,   trade,    C   6^ 

whatever  mister^  of  every  kind  of  occtl- 

pation,  C  6332. 
Mistere,  a  need,  C  7409. 
Miawey,  adv.  astray,  4764. 
Mixens,  «.  pL  dunghills,  G  6496. 
Mo,  adj,  pL  others  besides,  3023;  men 

(in  number),  G  599a 
Moohel,  adj.  great,  3117 ;  to  m,,  too  mock 

3442. 
Moeble,  a  moveable  property,  0  6045. 
Moe  ve,  v.  move,  i  e.  prefer,  make,  C  6ty¥* 
Moneste,  i  pr.e.  admonish,  cha^e,  55^ 
Monyours,  a  pi.  coiners,  G  681 1. 
Mot,  pr.  8,  must,  3784 ;  so  mots  Igo,a&l 

hope  to  walk  about,  G  6591. 
Mowe,  V.  be  able,  2644. 
Mnsard,  a  muser,  dreamer,  C  7562 ;  slug- 
gard, 3256,  4034 ;  dolt,  C  756a. 
Muwia,  a  pL  bushels,  559a 

ir. 

Vathelease,  nevertheless,  G  6195. 
Ve,  conj.  unless,  4858. 
Node,  adv.  necessarily,  G  7633. 
Ifedely,  €uiv.  needs  must,  G  61 17. 
Veden,  v.  be  necesBaiy,  G  599a 
liTedea,  8.pL  necessities,  G  6174. 
Ifedes,  adv.  of  necessity,  1792. 
Ifeer,  adv.  nearer,  1708.    See  Kexra. 
Neigh  it  nere,  v.   approach   it    mon 

nearly,  2003. 
Nempned,  pp.  named,  mentioned,  G  622;. 
Nere,  were  not,  were  it  not  for,  277? 

were  there  not,  2778;  had  it  not  bE«£ 

for,  G  7328. 
Nerre,  adj.  comp.  nearer,  5101. 
Neven,  v.  name,  G  5962 ;  recount^  C  707*.. 
Nil,  pr.  8.  will  not,  G  5821,  6045. 
Nomen,  pL  pi.  took,  G  74^ ;  pp.  takec 

5404. 
Nonoerteyne,  adj.  uncertain,  5426. 
Nones,  for  the,  for  the  nonce,  ocoasias- 

ally,  G  7387. 
Nonne,  a  nun,  G  635a 
Noot,  ipr,8.  know  not-,  G  6367. 
Noriture,  a  bringing  up,  G  6728. 
Norys,  a  nurse,  5418. 
Not,  I  sn^,  8.  know  not,  5191. 
Note-kernel,  a  nut-kemel,  G  71 17. 
Noye,  a  hurt,  377a. 
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:ii'07en,  ger.  to  vex,  44  id 

^ojaxUy  adj.  harmfcil,  3330,  4449. 

IToyae,  &  evil  report,  3971. 

^yce,  adj.  foolish,  silly,  4^62, 4877,  G  6944. 

lES'yoetee,  9,  foolishness,  5525. 

Xryghe,  V.  approach,  1775. 

O. 

Obeysshing, «.  submission,  338a 

Of,  prep,  out  of,   owing  to,   3981 ;    oon- 

oeming  (Lat.  de\  4884 ;  off,  5470 ;  (some) 

of,  (part)  of,  1993.    Or  it  may  mean 

*  by,*  *  on  acconnt  of/ 
Offense,  t.  discomfort,  5677. 
Of-newe,  adv,  newly,  airesh,  5169. 
Onlofte,  prep,  alofb,  on  high,  5503. 
Oon,  a4/<    one,  4812;    <•  oon^  without 

change,  3779. 
Ostages,  a  pi.  hostages,  2064,  0  7311. 
Other-gate,  adv.  otherwise,  215& 
Ou^ht,  €idv.  in  any  way,  C  6096. 
Oatake,  prep,  except,  4474. 
Outerly,  adv.  wholly,  utterly,  3489,  374J. 
Outrage,  a  wrong,  2083, 2086 ;  scandalous 

life,   4927;    outrageous  deeds,  C  6024 

(mistranslated). 
Outrageous,  adj.  exceeding  great,  2602  ; 

Hi-behaved,  2192. 
Outslinge,  v.  fling  out,  C  5987. 
Out-take,  prep,  except,  C  5819. 
Over-al,  adv.  eversrwhere,  3050,  3914. 
Overgo,  v.  pass  away,  3784 ;  pr.  pi.  trample 

on,  C  6821. 
Overwhebne,  v.  roll  over,  3775. 
Ow,  1  pr.  a  ought,  4413. 


Falasyxu,  adj.  ph  belonging  to  the 
palace ;  lad't/ee  palaeytUf  court  ladies,  C 
6862. 

Fapelard,  «.  hypocrite,  deceiver,  C  7283. 

Fapelardye,  a  hypocrisy,  C  6796. 

Parage,  a  parentage,  descent,  4759. 

Far-4unonr,  with  devotion,  283a 

X*aramour,  a  i>aramour,  lover,  506a 

X*aramours,  adv.  with  a  lover's  affection, 

4657. 
Paroeuers,  a  pi.  partners,  C  6952. 
Parouere,  adv.  by  heart,  4796. 
Pardee,  P.  pardieu^  4433,  O  5913. 
Parfay,  by  my  faith,  C  6058. 
Part,  a  duty,  5032. 
Parte,  v.  divide,  5283. 
Party,  a  part ;  in  party,  partially,  5338. 
Parvys,  a  room  over  a  church-porch, 

07108. 


Pas ;  a  pat,  apace,  quickly,  3724. 
Pasaaunt,  tulj.  surpassing,  311a 
Passe,  V.  penetrate,  1751. 
Patre,  v.  recite  the  paternoster,  C  6794. 
Pay,  a  satisfaction,  C  5938 ;  liking,  taste, 

1721,-  fM  to  paVt  to  my  satisfaction,  C 
^6985. 

Paye,  ger.  to  appease,  3599. 
Peire,  v.  damage,  G  6103. 
Peire  of  bedis,  a  rosary,  G  7372. 
Pens,  a  pL  pence,  C  5987. 
Pensel,  a  a  standard,  ensign,  or  banner, 

(particularly  of  haoheloff»-in-arms),  a 

pennoncel,  G  628a 
Pepir,  8.  pepper,  (metaphorically)  mis- 
chief, 0  6028. 
Peranntre,  ado.  peradventure,  5192. 
Percas,  adv.  perchance,  G  6647. 
Persaunt,  a4j.   piercing,    2809;    sharp, 

4179. 
Pese,  ger.  to  appease,  3397. 
Pesible,  adj.  peaceable,  gentle,  C  7413. 
Peyne,  a  penalty,  G  6626 ;  pain,  hardness, 

2120 ;  up  peyne,  on  pain  (of  death),  C 

6617. 
Peyne,  v.  r^  endeavour,  G  7512 ;  pr.  a 

r^  takes  pains,  G  6014. 
Piment,  a  spiced  wine  or  ale,  G  6027. 
Pitous,  adj.  excusable,  deserving  pity, 

4734  ;  merciftd,  G  6161. 
Plat,  adv.  flat,  flatly,  1734,  G  7526. 
Pleyne,  v.  lament,  complain,  2299,  ^  ^^¥^ 
Pleynt,  a  complaint,  G  6013. 
Plight,  pt.  a  plucked,  1745. 
Plongeth,  pr.  a  plunges,  5472. 
Plyte,  a  affair,  G5827. 
Poeste,  a  power,  virtue,  2095. 
Pole,  a  pool,  C  5966. 
Port,  a  demeanour,  manner,  2c^,  219a ; 

Porte,  4622. 
Porte-oolys,  a  portcullis,  4168. 
Possed,  pp.  pushed,  tossed,  4479;  pp. 

driven,  4625. 
Potente,  a  crutch,  G  7417. 
Pouotee,  a    power,    influence,  G   6533, 

6957,  7679 ;  dominion,  G  6484. 
PoTort,  a  poverty,  C  6181. 
Preoe,  ger.  to  press,  4198. 
Predioaoioun,  a  preaching,  5763. 
Preise,  i  pr.  a  value,  appraise,  483a 
Prese,  v.  press ;  pr.  a  intrudes,  G  7627 ; 

pr.  pi.  intrude,  0  7629;    imp,  a  en- 
deavour, 2899. 
Pressure,  a  wine-press,  3692. 
Preve,  v,  prove,  4170L 
Prerlng,  a  proof,  G  7543. 
Preyse,  i  pr.  a  value,  esteem,  1983.    F. 

prie. 
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Frikef  imp.  t.  gallop,  a$i4, 

Fris, «.  esteem^  231a 

Frivetea,  t.  secret,  5526,  G  6878,  6683. 

Froooratour,  s.  a  ooUector  of  alms  for 

hospitals  or  sick  pexsozis,  C  ^4. 
Fropre,  adj.  own,  0  65^5,  659a. 
Frovable,  a4J.  capable  of  proof,  5414. 
Provende,  «,  allowance,  stipend,  G  6931. 
Frow,  8.  profit,  gain,  5806,  194a 
Fxyme  temps,  first  beginning,  4534  ;  the 

spring,  4747. 
Frjrs,  a  praise,  197a ;  price,  G  5927. 
Fugfnannt,  tuij.  poignant,  keen,  1879. 
Follaille,  a  poultry,  G  7043. 
Fiille,  V.  plnck,  strip,  G  5984;  P^-  P^ 

flay,  strip,  G  6830. 
Faple,  a  pe<9le,  rabblement,  G  7159. 
Forchas,  a  acquisition,  C  6838. 
Fnrohasen,  ger.  to  procure,  G  6607. 
Furpryse,  a  park,  enclosure,  3987,  4171. 
Forveaanoe,  a  provision,  G  7326. 
Furveye,  ^er.  to  procure,  3339. 
Fut,  pr.  a  puts,  3556,  4444,  G  5949. 
Fyne,    a    endearour,    1798;   miseiy,    G 

6499. 
Fynen,  r.  torment,  punish,  3511. 


Qtiarels,  a  pL  square-headed  croasbow- 

bolts,  1823. 
Qnartayne,  adj.  at  a  quartan  fever  or 

sgue,  2401. 
Queme,  ger.  to  please,  G  7270. 
Quenohe,  v.  be  quenched,  5324. 
Quene,  a  quean,  concubine,  G  7032. 
QueiTOtir,  9.  quarry*man,  hewer  of  stone, 

4149- 

Quethe ;  /  qutthe  him  quyU,  I  ciy  him 
quit,  G  6999. 

Queynt,  adj.  elegant,  2251 ;  cunous, 
fancifhl,  G  6342 ;  strange,  5199 ;  pleased, 
5079 ;  shewing  satisfaction,  aosli. 

Qneyntly,  adv.  neatly,  easily,  4322. 

Queyntyse,  a  elegance,  22501 

Quik,  adj.  alive,  3523,  4070,  5056. 

Quitly,  adv.  quite,  entirely,  G  5843. 

Quitte,  pt.  $.  r^fUx. ;  ^itte  him,  ac- 
quitted himself.  3069;  pp.  requited, 
3146,  6088;  made  amends  for,  2599; 
rid,  1852. 

Qaook,  I  j}t.  a  quaked,  3163;  pt.  pi. 
3966. 

Quyte,  pp,  OB  adj.  quit,  G  5904 ;  tne^  C 
5910;  entire,  2375. 

Qi^rte,  V.  acquit,  release,  G  603a ;  fUfil, 
5032  ;  I  j>r.  a  G  641a ;  imp.  a  2222,  4392. 


Baoyne,  a  root,  4881. 

Baffe,  a    mge,   spite,  3809;    maligniTr. 

venom,    1916 ;    madness,    5292 ;    m  r.. 

nnad,  4523. 
Bamage,  a4j.  wild,  5384.     O.  F.  ramoty. 
Bape,  a  haste,  1939. 
Bape,  adv.  quickly,  G  ^16. 
Bathe,  adj.  early,  G  6650. 
Bavisable,  adj.  greedy  for  prey,  C  yoit 
Bavyne,  a  plunder,  G  6813. 
Bebel,  adj.  rebellious,  G  640a 
Beoehe ;  «oka£  rwxhith  me,  what  care  I 

3447. 
Beereaandyse,  a  cowardice,  3107.  40^: 
Beoreaiiiite,  a  coward,  409a 
Beoored,  pp.  recovered,  499011  5124. 
Bede,  «.  good  advice,  3859 ;  Beed,  C  731& 
Bede,  i  pr.  b.  advise,  1932 ;  read,  1819^ 
Beed,  a  advice,  G  7328  ;  Bede,  38^ 
Beflreyne,  ger.  to  bridle,  G  751 1. 
Beft,  a  rift,  2661. 
Befte,  2  pt.  pL  deprived,  3563. 
Beftiyt,  a  reftige,  escape,  384a 
Behete,  v.  cheer,  console,  G  6509^ 
BeistzLS,  a  pL  fresh  grapes,  3659. 
Beleea,  a  relief,  2612 ;  Klease,  4440L 
Belease,  i  pr.  s.  give  up,  G  69991 
Beligioun,    a    religious    order,     ^715: 

monastic  life,  G  6155. 
Beligions,  adj.  pious,  G  6236 ;  at  «.  « 

nun,  G  6347;   B.    folk,  monastics,  C 

6149. 
Bemued,  pt  b.  moved,  G  7433. 
Bendre,  v.  recite,  4800. 
Beneyed,  i  pt.  a  tuhj.  should  renounce. 

G(J787. 
Bepeize,  v.  return,  3573,  4131. 
Bepreef,  a  reproach,  4974,  G  7^40. 
Beprere,  a  reproach,  5261 ;  Beprove,  up- 
braiding, 5525. 
Beqtiere,  pr.  b.  biAJ.  request,  ask,  52^5: 

pp.  asked,  5277. 
Besoons,  a  service,  endeavour  to  support. 

C6749. 
Besonables,  adj.  pi.  reasonable,  G  6;^ 
BesoTm,  «.  correct  manner,  2151. 
Beveth,  pr.  a  takes  away,  G  6254 ;  pt  $. 

bereaved,  4351. 
Beverte,  v.  bring  back,  G  7188. 
BevoluoiOYm,  b.  revolution,  turn  {of  for- 

tune's  wheel),  4366. 
Beward,  a  regard,  consideration,  3832. 
Bewe,  V,  me,  be  sorry,  4060 ;  it  teol  w 

rewe,  I  shall  be  sorry,  517a 
Beyne,  v.  rain  down,  ftJl  as  rain,  1822. 
Beynes,  Bennes  (in  Brittany),  382^ 
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Stibaned,  pp»  adorned  with  lace  (of  goldX 
Daiband,  «.  laboarer,  H&nrP^  ribalds,  C 

ISibandye,   «.    ribaldry,   M34;    riotcos 

livijig,  4936. 
Si«;lit,  ado,  JQBt,  ezaotly,  5347 ;  quite,  0 

6398,  641 1 ;  righi  nought^  not  at  all,  ^071. 
SizQpled,  adj,  wrinkled,  4495. 
Hi veling,  preg,  pari,  puokering,  0  7269. 
Aoohot,  «.  linen  garment,  4754. 
Sode,  A  dot,  rood,  oroas,  C  ^564. 
Hody,  adj.  mddy,  3699^ 
Soi^ooB,  adj.  scurvy,  rotten,  0  619a 
Soking,  pre*,  pari,  rockingr,  qnivering, 

trembling,  1906.    Cf.  Shak.  Luer.  260. 
Honne,  pp.  advanced,  4495. 
Hoaer,  «.  rose-bnsh,  1789,  1836,  1833,  2967. 
Sought,  1  pt.  s.  recked,  heeded,   1873; 

1  pt.8,  9ubJ.  shonld  not  care,  C  7061. 
Bowe,  adj.  pL  rough,  1838. 
Hude,  a^.  oapiL  ».  common  people,  3a68. 
Ryve,  V,  pierce,  0  7161 ;  be  torn,  5393  j 

Hyv«th,  pr,  a.  is  torn,  5718. 

S. 

Sad,  adj.  serious,  staid,  composed,  4627 ; 
pi.  grieYous,  C  6907. 

Sadnease,  s.  sobriety,  disoretiaa,  4940. 

Sailen,  v.  aasail,  G  7338. 

Sakked  Freres,  Frairea  da  Sacco^  Frian 
of  the  Sack,  C  7463. 

Salowe,  adj.  sallow ;  hut  read  £Eilowe,  i.  e. 
fallow,  C  7392. 

Salue,  ger.  to  salute,  aai8 ;  pr.  a.  aubj.  aasa 

Samons,  a.  pi.  salmon,  C  7039. 

Sat,  pt.  a.  impera.  suited,  381a 

Sautere,  a.  psalter,  C  7371. 

Saj)  I  pt  a,  saw,  173a  ;  Sawe,  pt  a.  aubj. 
saw,  1719. 

Say,  (/or  AssayX  v.  esBi^,  attempt,  en- 
deavour, 5163. 

Saynt,  adj.  girded,  girdled  (?),  C  7408. 

Scantilone,  a.  pattern,  C  7064. 

8coIe,  a,  scholarship,  learning,  3374. 

Score,  a.  crack  (or  hole)  in  a  vvall,  3660. 

Scrippe,  a.  scrip,  wallet,  C  7405. 

Secrea,  adj.  secret,  5257. 

Seoree,  a.  secret,  ^360. 

Secte,  a.  class,  category,  5745;  gen.  of 

(our)  race,  4*59- 
Seden,  v,  bear  seed,  fructify,  4344. 
See,  pr.  a.  aubj.  see;  so  god  ms  sM,  as 

(I  hope)  God  may  protect  me,  5693. 
Seer,  adj.  sere,  dry,  4749. 
Seignorye,  a.  dominion,  3313. 
Seke,  adj.  sick,  5739,  5733 ;  pi.  4839. 


Bemblable,  adj.  similar,  0  5911. 
Semblable,  adj.  as  a.  resemblance^  one 
like  himselfj  4855;  pL  like  (cases),  C 

6759- 
Semblant,   a.   appearance,    disguise,  C 

6ao3 ;  (his)  hypocrisy,  C  7449 ;  seeming, 

3*^3957- 
Sen,  conj.  since,  1984. 
Sentenoe,  a.  meaning,  G  7474;  pi.  opi- 
nions, 0  5813. 
Sermoneth,  pr,  a.  sermonises,  preaches, 

G  6319. 
Sexvage,  a.  servitude,  45S'i  5^07. 
Serviable,  adj.  serviceable,  G  6004. 
Sette,  V.  fasten  (an  acousationX  3328 ;  Sot, 

pr.  a.  places,  4925,  4957  ?  Ptpl  besieged, 

C  7344 ;  PP-  established,  3077. 
Senre,  adj.  sure,  4304. 
Seurere,  adj.  oomp.  surer,  more  secure,  C 

5958. 
Seynt  Amour,  William  St.  Amour,  C 

6781.    (He  wrote  against  the  friars  who 

advocated  the  Eternal  GospeL) 
Shende,  v.  shame,  put  to  shame,  31 16; 

ger.  to  injure,  3953 ;  pr.  a.  ruins,  4776, 

5310 ;  pp.  disgraced,  ruined,  3479,  3933. 
Shene,  adj.  fair,  3713. 
Shere,  pr.  a.  aubj.  can  out,  shear,  4315 ; 

may  shave,  G  6196. 
Shete,  ger.  to  shoot,  1798 ;  Shet,  pt.  «. 

shot,  1737, 1777. 
Shette,  ger.  to  shut,  4234;   v.  shut  up, 

2091 ;  pr.  pL  shut  up,  5771 ;  Shet,  pp. 

shut,  4368. 
Shewing,  a,  demeanour,  4041. 
Shitteth,jpr.  a.  shuts,  4100 ;  Shit,j>p.  shut 

up,  3767. 
Shoon.  «.jp{.  shoes,  3365. 
Shrewis,  a.  pi.  knaves,  G  6876. 
Shrift-fader,  a.  confessor,  G  6433. 
Shryre,  v,  hear  confessions,  G  6364. 
Sigh,  I  pt,  a.  saw,  1833. 
Sight,  I  pt.  a.  sighed,  1746. 
Sikexer.  adj.  comp.  safer,  G  7310. 
Sikeresi,  adj.  auperl.  securest,  G  6147. 
Sikemesse,  a.  certainty,  1935,  3365. 
Sikirly,  adv.  certainly,  G  6906. 
Similaoiotin,  a.  dissimtdatlon,  G  727^0. 
Simplesse,  a.  Simplicity  (the  name  of  an 

arrow),  1774 ;  simplicity,  G  6381. 
Sire,  s.  father;    aire  n«  dame^  neither 

father  nor  mother,  G  5887. 
Sith,  conj,  since,  1964,  4367,  G  6366, 
Sithen,  adv,  afterwards,  1999,  0  713a 
Sitte,  pr.  pL  aubj.  sit,  fit,  S367 ;  Sittand, 

prea.pt.  (Northern)  fitting,  3363 ;  Sitting, 

prea.  pt.  fitting,  suitable,  3654 ;  befitting, 

«309>4675. 
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Skaf&ut,  «.  scaffold,  a  shed  on  wheels 
with  a  ridded  roof,  under  cover  of 
which  the  battering  ram  was  used, 
41761 

Skile,  a  reason,  3120,  4543  ;  avail,  19151. 

Slake,  V.  abate,  3108. 

Sleen,  ger,  to  slay,  C  7195 ;  pr.  a  3590. 

Slei^he,  <idj.  sly,  cunning,  O  7257. 

Sleightes,  a  pi,  missiles,  G  7071 ;  tricks, 
C6371. 

Slo,  r.  slay,  3150,  4593  ;  ger,  ss^i »  81<»»  v. 
>953,  3523  ;  Slo,  pr,  $.  tubj.  499«.  5643- 

Slomrest,  2  pr,  «.  slumberest,  2567. 

Slowe,  a  moth,  4751.    F.  tatgne. 

Smete,  pp.  smitten,  3755. 

Snibbe,  v,  snub,  reproach,  4533. 

Sojour,  8.  sojourn,  4283 ;  dwelling,  515a 

Solempnely,  adv,  publicly,  wiUi  due 
publicity,  C  6766. 

Soleyn,  adj,  sullen,  3896. 

Sophyme,  a  sophism,  C  7471. 

Sore,  cuLv.  closely,  strictly,  3055 ;  ardently, 

2075. 
Sote,  adj.  sweet,  488a 
Soth-flawe,  a  truth-telling,  C  6135,  6130, 

7590. 
Sotilly,  adv.  subtly,  4395. 
SoudiouTs,  8.  pi  soldiers^  4334. 
Spanishing,   a  expanding,    expansion, 

3633.    O.  F.  eapanir^  to  exi>and. 
Sparred,  pi.  8.  locked,  fastened,  3330W 
Sparth,  8,  a  battle-ax,  C  5978. 
8pered,i>p.  (for  sperred),  fastened,  locked 

(F.  senti  la  <Mf\  3099. 
Sperhauke,  a  sjMunrowhawk,  4033. 
Spille,  V,  kill,  1953 ;  destroy,  3163  ;  ger,  to 

surrender  to  destruction,  5441 ;  pi,  a 

spoiled,  5136 ;  pp,  exhausted,  4786. 
Spitel,  8.  hospital,  C  6505. 
Springe,  pr.  pL  grow,  increase,  0  5988 ; 

pp.  advanced,  C  6954. 
Springoldes,  s.pL  catapults,  4191. 
Squared,  pp.  cut  square,  4155. 
Squierly,  adj.  like  a  squire,  C  7415. 
Squyre,  a  square  (carpenter's  square),  C 

7064, 
Stant,  pr.  s.  stands,  waits,  5004. 
Stark,  adj.  downright,  C  7393. 
Stede,  8,  place,  C  ^98. 
Stille  or  loude,  sUently  or  aloud,  under 

all  circumstances,  C  7533. 
Stinten,  v,  cease,  C  6849 ;  pp,  stopped,  C 

6473- 
Stonde  forth,  ger,  to  stand  out,  persist, 

3547 ;  Stent,  pr,  a  stands,  consists,  5581 ; 

Stant,  pr,  8.  waits,  5004. 
Stounde,  a  hour,  time,  1733 ;  pL  hours, 

3639. 


Stotinde,   a ;    (probably   an    error  s>ir 

toaundSy  wound),  4473. 
Stotmdemel^,  adJ,  momentary,  3784. 
Stoundemele,  adv.  hourly,   froxa  one 

hour  to  another,  2304. 
Stontnease,  s.  pride,  obstinacy,  1936^ 
Streite,  adJ,  close-fitting,  2271. 
Strene,   a    strain,   breed,   4899.     A.S 

elriona. 
Strepe,  v.  strip,  fleece,  C  6818. 
Streyne,  v.  constrain,  oompel,  C  6406; 

pt,  a  urged,  C  7631. 
Streyned-Abstinenoe,  Constrmined  Ab- 

B^u^oncC)  G  7325. 
Stuffen,  pr.  pL  pzovide  with  defendeia. 

C  639a    F.  text,  corent  lea  mura  gamir. 
Suan,  V.  pursue,  seek,  4953. 
SufOrannoe,  a  patience,  submission,  3^0^ 
Snspeoiovis,  a4j,  suspect,  open  to  sos- 

picion,  C  6iiOh 
Susteziing,  8.  sostenanoe,  G  6697. 
Swelte,  3  pr.  a  eubj.  die,  248a 
Swete,  2  pr,  a  eubj.  sweat,  ftel  hesL 

3480. 
Swink,  a  toil,  labour,  G  6596L 
Swinke,  v.  labour,  G  6619 ;  ger,  to  UhI 

"5h  5685 ;  pr.  a  toils,  5675. 
Swinker,  a  toiler,  G  6857. 
Swinking, «.  toiling,  G  &703. 
Swoning,  a  swooning,  swoon,  1737. 
Sy,  i.  e.  if  (F.  st),  i  e.  haphasard,  5741. 
Sythe8,p£.  times,  2048, 4868 ;  Many  sythe, 

often,  2357. 


Take,  v,  Isy  hold,  5351 ;  take  arms,  353Q : 
hand  over,  G  7365;  v,  r^.  surrender. 
1947 ;  t,  on  Asm,  apply  to  themselves,  C 
6107  (F.  text,  sur  «u«  rieiu  n'sn  l>reNdrpiif ; . 
pr.  8,  betakes,  commits  himself,  C  6442 . 
pp,  taken;  him  taJbs,  betaken  himsell. 
G  7380 ;  Tan,  pp,  G  5894. 

Takel,  a  weapon,  arrow,  1739,  1863. 

Tale,  a  reckoning;  yeve  I  Uiei  tale.  I 

*    pay  little  heed,  G  6375. 

Talent,  a  good  will,  inclination,  G  6134 
fancy,  G  71 10;  longing,  3473;  desire, 
intent,  1716 ;  spirit,  disposition,  G  7674. 

Tan,  pp.  taken,  G  5894-    See  Take. 

Tapinage,  s.  hiding ;  *i  tapimage,  sneak- 
in«lyi  O  7363. 

Tatarwagges,  a  pL  fluttering  tatten.  C 

7^59- 
Taylagiers,  a  pi.  taz-gatherem,  G  681 1. 
Teoohe,  a  ^ult,  bad  habit,  5166 ;  pL  C 

6517. 
Teohed,  pt,  a  taught,  G  668a 
Telle,  V,  account,  5053. 
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TemplexB,   «.  pi.    Knighta-Templars,  C 

6693. 
TexnprUTOf  s.  tempering:,  mixing,  4177. 
Temps,  «.  time ;  ai  prime  tempt,  at  the 

fixat  time,  at  first,  3373. 
Tene,  i.  rain,  blight,  475a 
Tespye,  v.  to  espy,  3156. 
Than,  conj,  than  if,  4328. 
Thank,  s.  thanks,  4^ ;  (F.  text,  ton  gri 

deaervir) ;  good  will,  2698, 2700 ;  in  thank, 

with  thanks,  -with  good  -will,  a  115,  4577 ; 

Thankes,  pL  thanks,  3036 ;  thy  thankiSj 

with  thy  good  will,  2463. 
Thar,  ado.  there,  1853,  1857. 
Thar,  pr,  s.  impera.  needs ;  you  thar,  you 

need,  3604. 
Thee,  v.  thrive  ;  to  mote  I  thee,  as  I  hope 

to  thrive,  3086,  4841,  C  5899. 
Thempryse  (/or  The  empryse),  the  cus- 
tom, sa8(S. 
Ther-ge7n,i>r0p.  against  this,  C  6555. 
Thilke,imMi.  that,  3106,  0  5980. 
^I^l^^St  «•  P^  things,  property,  C  667a 
Thinges,  s.  pt  business,  doings,  C  6q37. 
This,  Jbr  this  is,  G  6057,  ^S^* 
Thought,  a.  the  object  of  thought  per^ 

sonified (?X 2473.  (But  a  corrupt  reading; 

read  That  stMte,  answering  to  S*amie  in 

the  F.  text.) 
Threste,  i  pr.  e.  thrust,  C  6825. 
Thringe,  ger.  to  thrust,  0  7419. 
Thritty,  adj.  thirty,  4211. 
Thro^we,  ».  moment,  1771,  3867. 
Thrust,  B.  thirst,  4733. 
Thurgh-sought,   pp.    examined    thor- 
oughly, 4948. 
Til,  prep,  to ;  him  «Z,  to  him,  4594. 
Tiller, «.  tiller,  husbandman,  4339. 
To-beten,  pp.  belaboured,  C  6136. 
Tobeye,  to  obey,  3534. 
To-drawe,  pp.  torn  in  pieces,  C  6136. 
Tofom,  prep,  before,  3969 ;  God  tofom, 

in  the  sight  of  Gk>d,  C  7198. 
Token,  pt  pL  took  (i  e.  took  Christ  to 

witness,  appealed  to  Christ),  C   7132. 

(The   translation   is   entirely  wrong; 

hence  the  lack  of  sense.) 
Tolde,  pp.  {error  for  Told),  told,  C  6598. 
To-me-ward,  towards  me,  3354, 3803. 
To-moohe-Teving,  Giving  too  much,  C 

5837. 
Ton,  the,  the  one,  5317 ;  the  toon,  5559. 
To-quake,  v.  quake  greatly ;  al  to-^uake, 

tremble  very  much,  3527. 
To-shake,  v.  shake  to  tiie  foundations, 

ruin,  0  598 1. 
To-shar,  pt,  $.  lacerated,  cut  in  twain, 

1858. 


To-8hent,i>p.  xmdone ;  al  to-ehent,  utterly 

undone,  1903. 
Touret,  e.  turret,  4164. 
Toum, «.  turn,  5470. 
Traoe,  v.  walk,  go  about,  e  6745;  pr.pl. 

'''alk,  live,  5753- 
Tranamewe,  v.  transmute,  bo  changed, 

3526. 
Trasahed,  pp.  betrayed,  3231. 
Treohour,  9.  traitour,  C  7216;  cheat,  C 

6603. 
Tree,  s.  wood,  1747,  1808,  2408,  0  7061. 
Treget,  s.  trap,  snare,  C  6313 ;  trickery, 

guile,  C  6367,  6825. 
Tregetours,  «.  pi.  tricksters,  C  7587. 
Tregetrye,  «.  trickery,  0  6382 ;  trick,  0 

6374. 
Trepeget,  $.  a  military  engine  made  of 

wood,  used  for  hurling  large  stones  and 

other  missiles,  a  trebuchet,  C  6279. 
Triohour,  adj.  treacherous,  6308. 
Trist,  V.  trust,  4364  ;  pp.  3929. 
Trouble,  adj.  troubled,  1755. 
Troubler,  <u(/.  comp.  dimmer,  less  bright, 

C7116. 
Trowandyse.  s.  knavery,  villany,  3954. 
TrowB,  V.  believe,  C  6873. 
Truaunding,  ««idling,  shirking,  C  6721. 
Truaundyse,  s.  idleness,  shirking,  C  6664. 
Truaunt,  s.  idler,  loafer,  C  6645. 
Tumble,  v.  cause  to  tumble,  cause  to 

perform  athletic  feats,  0  6836 ;  ger.  to 

tumble,  5469. 
Turves,  e.  pi.  sods  of  turf,  C  7063. 
Twtnne,  v.  separate,  go  apart,  4813 ;  part, 

5077;  depart,  4367. 

xr. 

TJnsTSrsed,  adj.  heedless,  indiscreet, 
foolish,  4739. 

tlnbond,  pt.  e.  released,  O  6416 ;  pp.  un- 
fastened, 4700 ;  opened,  3236. 

ITnolosed,  pp.  untied,  unfastened,  4698. 

Unolosid,  pp.  unendosed,  3931,  3935. 

Undirfongith,  pr.  e.  undertakes,  5709. 

Unese,  9.  uneasiness,  trouble,  3103  ;  dis- 
comfort, 3596. 

Unhappe,  «.  mishap,  HI  fortune,  5493. 

XTnhyde,  v.  tmfold,  reveal,  3168. 

XTnlefalle,  adj.  Ulioit,  488a 

Unnethe,  adv.  scarcely,  ie.  it  will 
scarcely  be,  C  6541 ;  Unnethis,  hardly, 
5461. 

tlnrelesed,  adj.  unrelieved,  3739. 

Unsperd,  pp.  unbolted,  unbarred,  3656. 

tlnihrift, «.  wastefulness,  4926. 

Unwelde,  adj.  impotent,  feeble,  4886. 
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.T7p-oa8te,i»t.  a.  lifted  up,  C  7199. 
Updrease,  t>.  set  up,  prepare,  C  7067. 
Up-right,.  ad«.  on  thy  back,  1561. 
Urohouns,  a.  pL  hedgehogs,  3135. 
Utter,  a4j<.  oii#Br,  4208. 


Vailith,  pr,  a.  avails,  5765. 

Valour,  a.  worth,  5236,  5556 ;  valne,  553& 

Vassalage,  a.  prowess,  courage,  C  5871. 

Vekke,  a,  old  woman,  hag,  4386,  4495. 

Veudable,  adj.  venal,  vendible,  saleable, 
5804. 

Verger,  a,  orchard,  3234,  3618,  3831,  3851. 

Vermayle,  adj.  vermilion,  scarlet-red, 
3645. 

Vilaynaly,  adv,  disgracefully,  3994. 

Vileyn,  a.  peasant,  yokel,  churl,  1990; 
Vilayns,  gen.  churrs,  199a. 

Vitaille,  «.  victuals,  delicacies,  C  7044. 

Voide,  V,  drive  away,  5164 ;  pr.  a.  removes, 
2833,  3845 ;  imp.  a.  remove,  clear,  2283 ; 
imp.  pi.  put  away,  3571. 

Volontee,  a,  will,  desire,  5276. 

Vouche,  pr.  a.  i  per,  vouchsafe ;  For  sauf 
of  cherlis  I  ne  vouche,  for  I  do  not 
vouchsafe,  among  churls,  2002.  (Or 
read  to  for  of.) 

Voiinde,.i>p.  (?)  well  found,  hence,  excel- 
lent, C  7063. 

W. 

'Waoohe,  a.  watching,  lying  awake,  4132. 
TVade,  v,  wade,  go  about,  5022. 
^Walkyng,  a,  walking  (?),  2682.    (Perhaps 

read  talking ;  F.  text,  parlera.) 
Walowe,  V.  toss  {or  roll)  about,  2562. 
"Wanhope,  &  despair,  4432,  4433,  4708. 
TVante,  v.  be  lacking,  253a 
Ware,  a.  commodity,  C  5926. 
"Wame,  r.  inform,  C  7657 ;  pL  a.  refused, 

G  5840 ;  pp.  refnsed,  denied,  3604,  H'^i 

5245,  0  7502. 
"Wawe,  a.  wave,  4712. 
"Wayte,  ger,  to  beset  (me)  with,  to  plot, 

3938. 
Weder,  a.  storm,  4336. 
ViTeed,  a.  religious  habit,  C  6359. 
"Welfaring,  adj.  well-favoured,  C  6866. 

F.  text,  helea. 
'Wel-Helinge,  a.  Good-concealment,   C 

5857. 
Wene,  a.  expectation,  2046;    icUhouten 

toene^  doubtless,  2415,  2668,  2683,  4596. 
"Wene,  v.  suppose,  2761 ;   (read  mak*th 

[him]  wene  ;  F.  text,  Qu'U  ae  euide) ;  pr. 


a.  aubj.  imagine,  5672 ;  Wende,  i  ft  n 
imagined,  4322. 

Wening,  a.  imaginatioin,  2766. 

Went,  J9!p.  departed,  turned  away,  C  61S5. 

[Went,  pr.  a.  turns  aside,  C  6205.]  Sapinlied 
by  guess. 

Were,  a.  distraction  (F.  gu€rra\  569Q: 
wUhouten  toore,  without  doubt  (a  charac- 
texistio  expletive  phrase,  oonunon  in 
Fragment  B),  1776,  2568,  2740,  335'»S4!a. 
4468,  5485,  5657,  5692. 

Were,  v.  wear  away,  devour,  4752 ;  ger.  to 
wear,  ie.  to  wear  away  (the  ahort, 
4712  ]  pr.pl  0  6215 ;  i>e.  pL  C  6244. 

Weme,  v.  deny,  revise,  3443*  C6673 ;  ger. 
373a    See  Warne. 

Werrey,  v.  war  against,  oppose,  C  6^ : 
ger.  to  make  war  upon,  3251 ;  pr.a.  waff 
AS<u&Bt)  3699 ;  I  pr.  pL  make  war.  C 
7018;    Werreyed,  pp.   warred  againrt 

3917- 

Wery,  v.  worry,  strangle,  C  6264. 

Wethers,  a,  gen.  wether's,  sheep's.  C 
6259. 

Weyked,  pp.  aa  adj,  too  weak,  4737. 

Wlier,  eonj.  whether,  2617,  5191. 

Wlietted,  pp.  sharpened,  C  6197. 

Whitaonday,  •.  Whitsunday,  2278^  it. 
*  Garlands,  Whitsunday,  iijA' ;  Brann'? 
Pop.  Antiq.  s.  v.  Whitsnn-ale. 

Whylom,  adv.  sometimes,  4355,  5^50 
formerly,  4123,  C  709a 

Whyte  monkes,  a.  pL  Cistercians,  l'\ 
Beformed  Benedictines,  G  6695. 

Wioked-Tonge  (F.  MalOfOuche),  C  74^4 

Wight,  a  man,  creature,  G  5961. 

Wight,  adj.  active,  4761. 

WilftiUy,  adv.  willingly,  4808,  C  5941. 

Willen,  V.  desire,  2482. 

William,  W.  Seint  Amour,  0  67^  67:9^. 

Wimple,  s.  wimple,  3864.  A  band  nsnallv 
of  linen  which  covered  the  neck,  and 
was  drawn  up  over  the  chin,  strainftl 
up  each  side  of  the  face,  and  generally 
fastened  across  the  forehead;  callei 
also  barbe,  gorget,  or  chin-cloth. 

Winde,  v.  turn  about,  1810;  escafie. 
2056. 

Winke,  V.  sleep,  4568 ;  apr.a,  autj.  2x^S. 

Wis,  adv.  verily,  C  6433. 

Wite,  t?.  know,  C  6105,  6208,  6939 ;  Wit,  r 
3»4S,  5574 ;  Wist,  pt.  pi  knew,  C  5864  : 
Wisten,  j><.  pL  aubj.  knew,  C  6087. 

Wone,  I  pr.  a.  dwell,  0  6143. 

Woning,  a,  dwelling-place,  G  608a. 

Woning-plaoes,  a.  pi.  dwelling-places. 
G  6119. 

Wonnen,  pi.  pL  won,  G  6252. 
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"Wood,  04/.  mad,  3138, 3776,  C  6063 ;  raging, 

1931. 
"Wook,  I  pt  s.  kept  awake/watdbed,  1877. 
^Wool,  pr.  g,  knows,  5357. 
IVorohe,  v,  work,  canro,  C  6053. 
'Worolie,  V.  deal  (with  what  they  have  to 

do),  G  610^7.     MS.  G.  has  wjrtkB]   Lot 

ladies  teorthe  —  let  ladies  alone.     The 

passage  is  obscnre. 
'WoTohlnges,  «.  pL  doings,  C  6585. 
"Worth,  adj,  worthy,  C  7104. 
"Wost^   a  pr,  B^  knowest  (thou),  4977; 

Wostow,  knowest  thou,  0  6075,  6373. 
"Woxen,  pp,  grown,  C  714a 
"Wrappedjjpe.  8.  aubj.  should  wrap,  C  6360. 
"Wratthed,  1  pt  $,  made  angiy,  4108 ;  pp. 

enraged,  3097. 
"Wreke,  pp.  revenged,  336a. 
"Wxenolie,  «.  turn,  trick,  4393. 
'Wresring,  «.  betraying,  disclosure,  53201 
Writ,  pr.  a.  writes,  C  6585. 
Wry  en,  ger.  to  cover,  C  6684 ;  v.  disguise, 

C  6795 ;  cover  up,  clothe,  C  6819  (F.  text, 

s'ajktblent). 
"Wry the,  v.  twist,  4359. 
IVurohing,  $.  machination,  C  6133. 
"Wyte,  8.  blame;  to  tryte,  a  matter  of 

reproach,  3558. 

T. 

Yaf,  pt.  M.  gave,  2339, 4500. 
Yalt,  pr.  8.  reji.  betakes  himself,  4904. 
See  Telde. 


Yate,  8.  gate,  433a 

Yates,  8.pl.  gates  (but  mUunritten/or  gates, 

i.  e.  ways),  5723. 
Y-bake,  pp.  baked,  C  7048. 
Y-do,  pp.  done ;  have  y-do,  have  done ! 

1941. 
Y$,  8.  ejre,  4264. 
Yedest,  apt.  8.  wentest,  3227 ;  Yede; pt  8. 

went,  5151 ;  has  gone,  2585. 
Yeft,  8.  gift,  granting,  3664. 
Yelde,  r.  yield,  1933 ;  submit  (thyself),  C 

6283 ;  imp.  8.  yield,  193a 
Yeme,  adv.  readily,  eagerly,  C  6719. 
Yemlng,  «.  affection,  G  5951. 
Yeten,  pp.  poured  out,  5702.    Pp.  from 

A.S.gSotan. 
Yeve,  I  pr.  s.  care,  regard,  G  6464. 
Yeving,  «.  giving,  G  5907. 
Y-fere,  adv,  together,  in  company,  3806. 
Y-holpe,  pp.  helped,  holpen,  5505. 
Ying,  adj.  yotmg,  3208.     A   Northern 

form. 
Y-let,  pp.  hidden,  5335. 
Yliohe,  adv.  equally,  alike,  363a 
Yolden,  pp.  requited,  4556.    See  Yelde. 
Yore,  adv.  long  ago,  G  7599. 
Youth-hede, «.  youthhood,  4931. 
Ypooryte, «.  hypocrite,  G  6482. 
Yre,  a  anger,  3174.    F.  text,  ire. 
Y-aene,  a^;'.  visible,  G  6806. 
Yvel,  adv.  ill,  5238. 
Y-wis,  adv.  certainly,  3788,  5554, 5790 ;  G 

5825,  5896,  59«5i  6879, 6933,  7400,  7564. 
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ProfeSMur  of  Anglo-Saxon.    Fifth  Edition,  [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  8c  6h<. 

A  Book  for  the  Beginner  in  Anglo-Saxon,  By  J.  Ea&lb,  M.A., 

Professor  of  Anglo-Saxon.    Third  Ediiiou,     .  [Extra  fcap.  S^o,  a«.  6i«f. 

Majhew.    Synopsis  of  Old- English  Phonology.    By  A.  L.  Mayhew, 

M.A [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  berelled  boardsp  8c  6^. 

Morris  and  Bkoat.    Specimens  of  Early  English : — 

"-Ttl.  From  Old  Enslish  Homilies  to  King  Horn  (a.d.      _  

By  R.  MoKRis,  LL.D.    Stcand  Edition.  [Extra  fcap.  8vo. 


Part  I.  From  Old  Enslish  Homilies  to  King  Horn  (a.d.  1x50  to  a.d.  ijoolb 

By  R.  MoKRis,  LL.D.    Stcond  Edition.  [Extra  fcao.  8vo,  of. 

Part  II.  From  Robert  of  Gloucester  to  Gower(A.D.  xeoB  to  a.ou  X303).     By  K. 

M0KRI8,  LL.D.,  and  W.  W.  Skbat,  Litt.D.     Third  Edition,        7c  ^d. 

Bkaat.      Specimens   of  English  Literature ^  from  the  'Ploaghmans 

Crede '  to  the  '  Shepheardes  Calender.'  .        [Extra  fca{i.  8vo»  7c  6rf. 

The  Principles  of  English  Etymology : 

Fint  Series.    The  Native  fllement.    Second  Edition.     fCrown  8vo,  xoc.  6d, 
Second  Series.    The  Foreign  Element.  .       .        .      [Crown  8vo,  xor.  6d. 

A  Primer  of  English  Etymology.  [Extxz(csLp.HvOfStif^cotfers,is.6d. 

Twelve  Facsimiles  of  Old-English  Manuscripts.     ,     [410,  7X.  W. 

8w«at.     A  New  English  Grammar^  Logical  and  HistoriccU.    Fait  I. 

Introduction,  Phonology,  and  Accidence.      .        .  [Crown  8vo,  xor.  6^. 

A  Short  HistoriccU  English  Grammar,    [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  4J.  6d. 

A  Primer  of  Historical  English  Grammar.      [Extra  fcap.  8voi  a*. 

History  of  English  Sounds  from  the  Earliest  Period,    With  full 

Word-Lists. [8to,J4X. 

An  Angio-Saxon  Primer^  with  Grammar,  Notes,  and  Glossary, 

By  Hbnry  Swbbt,  M.A.    Seventh  Edition.  .    [Extra  (cap.  8vo,  at.  60, 

-  An  Anglo-Saxon  Reader.  In  Prose  and  Verse.  With  Gram- 
matical Introduction,  Notes,  and  Glossary.  By  the  same  Author.  Seventh 
Edition,  Revised  emd  Enlarged, (Crown  8vo,  9*.  6(/. 


A  Second  Anglo-Saxon  Reader,  By  the  same  Anthor.    [4J.  dd, 

Old  English  Reading  Primers,  By  the  same  Author : — 

I.    Selected  Homilies  ofMl/ric.  [Extia  fcap.  8vo,  stifcovert%  is,  6d, 

II.    Extracts  from  A  (/retTsOrotius.  [Extra  fcap.  8  vo,  s^i^cocwrr,  ai. 

—  First  Middle  English  Primer,  with  Grammar  and  Glossary. 
By  the  same  Author.    Second  Edition.    ....     [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  sx. 

Second  Middle  English  Pritner.    Extracts  from  Chancer,  with 


Grammar  and  Glossary.    By  the  same  Author.  [Extra  fcap.  8vok  ar.  6t/. 

A  Primer  of  Spohen  English,    .        .    [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  is.  6d. 

A  Primer  cf  Phonetics,      ,        ,    '   ,    [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  3/.  6</. 

A  Manual  of  Current  Shorthand,  Orthographic  and  Phonetic, 

i\s.6d. 
Tancook.    An  Elementary  English   Grammar  and  Exercise  Book, 

By  O  W.  Tancock,  M.A.  Third  Edition.  ,  .  [Extra  fcap.  8vo«  xc  61^ 
An  Enclish  Gramtnar  and  Reading  Booh,  for  Lower  Foims 

in  Classical  Schools.     By  O.  W.  Takcock,  M.A    Fourth  Edition,        [it.  U. 
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OtuMioer.  I.  The  Prologue  to  the  Canterbury  Tales,  {School  Edition.) 
Edited  by  W.  W.  Skkat,  Litt.D.        .        .       (Extra  fcapw  8vo,  stif  covers,  is. 

II.    The  Prologue ;  The  Knightes  Tale ;    The  Nonne  Prestes 

Tale.  Edited  by  R.  Morris,  LL.D.  A  New  Edition,  with  Collations  and 
Additional  Notes^  by  W.  W.  Skbat,  LittD.  .        .      [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  %s.  6d, 

III.  7%e  Prioresses  Tale;  Si^  Thopas ;    The  Monkes   Tale; 

The  Clerkes  Tale ;  7'he  Squitrts  Tale^  ^  Edited  by  W.  W.  Skbat,  Litt.D. 
Fourth  Edition. [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  41.  6d, 

IV.  The  Tale  of  the  Man  of  Lowe;    The  Pardoneres  Tale; 

Tho  Second  Nonms  TaU;  The  Chanonns  Yentannes  Tale.  By  the  same 
Editor.    New  Edition,  Revised,       ....      [Extra  fcap.  Bvo,  41.  6(/. 

-^— —   V.  Miner  Poems,    By  the  same  Editor.     [Crown  8vo,  10*.  6<f. 

VI.  The  Legend  of  Good  Women,    By  the  same  Editor. 

[CrowD  Svo,  bs, 

XiftTi gland.  The  Vision  of  William  concerning  Piers  the  Plowman^ 
by  WiixiAM  Langland.     Edited  by  W.  W.  Skbat,  Lkt.D.     Sixth  Edition. 

[Extra  fcap.  8vo,  4f .  6d, 

Oamelyn,  Tlie  Tal«  of.    Edited  by  W.  W.  Skbat,  Litt.D. 

[Extra  fcap.  8vo,  stiff  covers^  is.  6d, 

Wyolifft.  The  New  Testa$nent  in  Englishy  tLCCording  to  the  Versicn 
by  John  Wycupfb,  about  a.d.  1980,  and  Revised  by  John  Purvby,  about 
A.i>.  Z388.    With  Introduction  and  Glossary  by  W.  W.  Skbat,  Litt.D. 

[Extra  fcap.  8vo,  6s. 

— The  Boohs  of  Job,  Psalms,  Proverbs,  Ecclesicutes,  and  the 

Song"  ^Solomon:  according  to  the  WycliflBte  Version  made  by  Nicholas  db 
Hkrbford^  about  a.d.  1382,  and  Revised  by  John  Purvkv.  about  a.d.  1388. 
With  Introduction  and  Glossary  by  W.W. Skbat, Litt.D.  [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  3s,  6d, 

Klnot.  The  Poems  of  Laurence  Minot.  Edited,  with  Introdnction 
and  Notes,  by  Josbph  Hall,  M.A [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  41.  6d, 

Bponaox.  The  Faery  Queene,  Books  I  and  II.  Edited  by  G.  W. 
KrrcHiN,  D.D.,  with  Glossary  by  A.  L.  Mayrbw,  M.A. 

Book  I.     Tenth  Edition, [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  m.  6d, 

Book  I L  Sixth  Edition, [Extra  fcap.  8yo,  ai.  tf</. 

Kooktv.    Ecclesiastical  Polity,  Book  I.     Edited  by  R.  W.  Church, 

M.A.,  late  Dean  of  St.  Paul's.    Second  Edition.  ,    [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  ai. 

Marlowe  and  Q«««iia.  Marlowe's  Trapcal  History  ofDr,  Paustus, 
and  Grbbkb's  Honourable  History  of  Frtar  Bacon  and  Friar  Bungay, 
Edited  by  A.  W.Ward,  Utt.D.  New  and  Enlarged  Edition,  [Crown  8vo,  6«.  6d. 

Marlowe.  Edward  IL  Edited  by  O.  W.  Tan  COCK.  M.A.  Second 
Edition [Extra  fcap.  Sto.    Pa^  covers,  at. ',  cloth,  y. 
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Sh«k«BpMv«.    Select  Plays.    Edited  by  W.  G.  CuuiK,  M.A.,  and 
W.  ALDit  WuGHT,  D.CU        ....      (Extra  fcap.  8to,  ttifftmteru 
Tlu  Merchant  ^Vtnic:    xs,  Machetk.    it,  6d, 

Richmtrd  Uu  Second,    it.  6tL  l/mmlet.    ax. 

Edited  by  W.  Aldis  Wright.  D.C.L. 
The  Tem/ext.    14.  6d.  CoricUmus.    u.  6d. 

As  You  like  It.    is.  6d.  Ruhard  the  Third,    st.  6A 

A  Midsummer  Nights  Druum.  u.  6d,       Henry  the  Fifth,    as. 
Twelfth  Night.    is.6d.  King  John.    is.  6d. 

Juiists  Qaesar.    %s.  King  Lear.    xs.  6d. 

Henry  the  Eighth,    ax.  Mnch  Ado  A twut  Nothing.  xs.6d. 

Shakespttase  as  a  Dzamatlo 'Artist  {  m- popular  IllustraHon  of  the 
PrindpleeofScieHH/UCriticism.    By  R.  G.  Moultom,  M.A     [Cr.  8vo,  is.  6d. 
BaooB.    Advancement  of  Looming.     Edited  by  W.  Alois  Wright, 

D.CL.     Third  Edition, [Extra  fcap.  Svo,  4X.  6^. 

^-^—  Tke  Essays.    Edited,  with  Introduction  and  UlustzatiTe  Notes, 

by  S.  H.  Rbvkolos,  M.A. (Demy  8to,  hm^-bound^  lax.  6dL 

MUtoB.    I.  Aroopagitica.    With  Introduction  and  Notes.    By  John 
W.  Halbs,  M.  a.     Third  Edition.       ....        [Extra  foap.  Sto,  3*. 

II.   Poems.     Edited  by  R.  C.  Browns,  M.A.      In  two 

Volomes.    Nem  Edition. (Extra  fcapu  6vo,  6r.  6tL 

Sold  separately.  Vol.  I.  4^..  Vol.  II.  3«. 

In  paper  covers : — 

Lycidast  3d.        L* Allegro,  3d.       Comns,  6d. 

By  Oliver  Elton,  B.A. 

LycidaSf  6d,        V Allegro^  ^.       11  Penseryno,  ^d.       ComstSt  xs. 

III.  Paradise  Lost.    Book  I.     Edited  with  Notes,  by  H.  C. 

BaBCHiNO*  M.A  (Extra  fcap.  Bvo,  ix.  td,     tn  Pardktnont,  jr.  &£. 

IV.  Paradise  Lost.    Book  II.    Edited  by  E.  K.  Chambers, 

B.A       .        .       .     [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  ix.  6d.    Books  I  and  II  together,  ax.  6^. 
— ^—  V.  Samson  Agonistes.     Edited,  with  Introduction  and  Notes, 

by  John  Chuxton  Collins,  M.A    .  [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  tOff^cooerst  xs. 

XUtoB'a  Prosody.  .  By  Robert  Bridges.    [Extra  fcap.  Syo,  ij.  6d. 
Bvayan.     I.  Tke  Pilgrim^ s  Progress^  Grace  Abounding,  Relation  of 

the  Imprisonssunt^Mr.John  Bunyan.    Edited  by  E.  Vdcaslbs,  M.A 

[Extra  fcap.  8vo,  3X.  6d.    In  Pmrtkmentt  4s.  6d. 
II.  Tke  ffofy  War,  and  tke  Heavenly  Footman.  Edited  by  Mabel 

PaAcocK. (Extra  fcap.  8vo,  jx;  6d. 

OlaxsndoB.    I.  History  of  tke  Rebellion.  Book  VI.    Edited,  with  Intro- 

daction  and  Notes,  by  T.  Akmold,  M.A.    Second  Edition.    (Extra  fcap.  Svo,  ^ 

II.  Selections.    Edited  by  G.  Boyle,  M.A.,  Dean  of  Salisbury. 

[Crown  8to,  yx.  hi. 
Dzydsn.    Select  Peems.    {Stamas  on  tke  Death  of  Oliver  Cromwell; 

Astrmes  Redux  I  Anmus  MtrmbUis ;  Absslom  and  Ackttaphel ;  ReHgio  Lead; 

The  Hind  and  the  Panther.)  Edited  by  W.  D.  ChbistiilM.  A.  Fifth  Edition. 

Revised  by  C  H.  Fikth,  M.A (Extra  fcap.  8vo,  js-  6d. 

' Essay  of  Dramatic  Poesy,  Edited,  with  Notes,  by  T.  Arnold, 

M.  A [Extra  fcapw  Svo,  yt.  6d, 

Looka.    Conduct  of  the  Understanding,    Edited,  with  Introduction, 

NotM,  &C. ,  by  T.  FowLBK,  D.  D.    Third  Edition,     .    [Extra  fcap.  Svo,  >x.  td. 
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JLddlsoB.    Selections  from  Papers  in  the  '  Spectator.'    By  T.  Arnold, 

MJL    Sixttenth  Thatuand.     .        [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  44.  6d,   in  ParcAmtnt,  6s, 

sneel*.     Selected  Essays  from  the  Toiler,  Spectator,  and  Guardian,  By 

AusnN  DoBsoM.  (Ezt»  fcap.  8vo,  s'-    In  ParcMmmtt  7s,  6d, 

Swift.    Selections  from  his  PVorks.     Edited,  with  Life,  Introductions, 

and  Notes,  by  Hbnry  Craik.    Two  Vols.        (Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  price  15*. 

Emch  volume  may  be  had  sefarately.,  price  71.  6d, 

Vop*.    I.  Essay  on  Man,     Edited  by  Mark  Pattison,  B.D.     Sixth 

Edition,       .       .' (Extrafcap.  8vo,  If.  6d;. 

1    II.  Satires  and  Epistles.  By  the  same  Editor.  Fourth  Edition, 

[Extra  fcap.  8to,  9t, 

TlLOinsoB.     The  Seasons,  and   The  Cctstle  of  Indolence,    Edited  by 

J.  LoGiB  Robertson,  M. A [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  4^.  &/. 

The  Castle  of  Indolence.  By  the  same  Editor.  (Extra  fcap.  8vo,  w.  6rf. 

B«rk6l«7.  Selections,  With  Introdaction  and  Notes.  By  A.  C.  Eraser, 
LL.D.    Fourth  Edition, [Crown  8vo,  81. 6</. 

Jolmaon.    I.    Rasselas,     Edited,  with  Introdaction  and  Notes,  by 
G.  BiRKBScK  Hill,  D.CL. 

[Extra  fcap.  8vo,  Urn/,  9S. ;  Bevelled 5oards,  3S.6d. ;  in  Parchment^  4t.6d. 

II.    Rasselas;   Lives   of  Dryden   and  Pope,      Edited    by 

Alprkd  Milmxs,  M. a. [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  41.  td. 

Lives  of  Dryden  and  Pope,  ,    [Stifcovere,  m.  6d. 

III.   Life  of  Milton.     Edited,  with  Notes,  &c.,  by  C.  H. 

FuTM,  M.A.  .  [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  stiff  covert,  xs.  6d,  ;  cloth,  9s.  6d. 

IV.     Vanity   of  Human    Wishes,      With  Notes,  by  E.  J. 

Paynb,  M.A. {Paper  covert,  ^, 

Omj.    Selected  Poems,    Edited  by  Edmund  Gossb,  M.A. 

{In  Parchment,  y. 
•^—  The  same,  together  with  Supplementary  Notes  for  Schools.    By 

FosTBK  Watson,  M.A [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  tt%ff covert^  it.  6d. 

'—^•^  Elegy,  and  Ode  on  Eton  College,       ,      ,      .       {Paper  covers,9d, 
OoldBmltli.    Selected  Poems,    Edited,  with  Introdaction  and  Notes,  by 

Austin  Dobson.  .        (Extra  fcap.  8vo,  3*.  6d.    In  Parchment,  4t.  6d. 
r  The  Traveller,    Edited  by  G.  B.  Hill,  D.CL.    {Stiff covert,  «. 

The  Deserted  Village {Paper  covert,  uL 

Oowp«r.    I.      The  Didactic  Poems  of  1782,  with  Selections  from  the 
Minor  Pieces,  a.d.  i779-«783.    Edited  by  H.  T.  GairnTH,  B.  A. 

[Extra  fcap.  8vo,  3*. 

II.    7^   Tash,  with   Tirocinium,  and  Selections  from  the 

Minor  Poems,  a.d.  1784-1799.    By  the  same  Editor.  [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  3«. 

Biurk«.    I.     Thoughts  on  the  Present  Discontents  ;  the  two  Speeches  on 
Amerias,    Edited  by  E.  J.  Patnb,  M.A.         .       .       [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  4*.  6d, 

II.     Reflecti&ns  on  the  French  Revolution,      By  the  same 

Editor.    Second  Edition, [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  51. 

■  III.     Four  Letters  on  the   Proposals  for  Peace   with  the 

Regiciele  Directory  ^  France,    By  the  same  Editor.        [Extra  fcap.  8to,  51. 
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'Bnanm,    Selected  JPHms.    Edited  by  J.  Logib  Robertson,  ILA. 

(Crown  8vo,  6c. 
Seats.  Hyperwn,  Book  I.  With  Notes,  by  W.  T.  Arnold,  B-A.  ^. 
Byron.   Childe  Harold.   With  Introduction  and  Notes,  by  H.  F.  TozER. 

M.A [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  y.  6^     In  Pmsxkmumi^  5s. 

SlieUej.     AdonaU,     With   Introdaction   and   Notes.      By  W.  M. 

R08SBTTI. [CrowD  Sto,  5*. 

Soon.     Lady  of  the  Lake,     Edited,  with  Pre&ce  and  Notes,  by 

W.  MiNTO*  M.A.    With  Map (Extra  fcap.  8x^  91.  &/. 

Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel    Edited  by  W.  Minto,  M.A.  ^  With 

Map.         .  .    [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  stiff  covtrt^  as.    In  PafvAmsni,  31.  6d, 

Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel.     Introdaction  and  Canto  I,  with 

Preface  and  Notes,  by  W.  Minto.  M. A {Pt^er C99*rtt€d, 

"            Lord  of  the  Isles,    Edited,  with  Introduction  and  Notes»  by 
Thomas  Baynr (Extra  fcap.  8vo,  ys.  6d. 

Marmion.    Edited  by  T.  Baynb.      .  [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  3j.  i^. 

Campbell.  Gertrude  of  Wyoming.  Edited,  with  Introduction  and  Notes, 

by  H.  Macaulay  FitzGibbon,  M.A.    Stcond  Edition.        (Extra  fcap.  8to,  is. 
Wordsworth.     The  White  Doe  of  Rylstom.    Edited  by  William 

Kmioht,  LL.  D.  ,  University  of  St.  Andrews.  .    [Extra  fcap.  Bvo,  a«.  ^d. 

Vypioal  Seleetions  from  the  best  English  Writers.    Second  Editwn. 
In  Two  Volumes. (Extra  fcap.  Svo,  31.  6d.  each. 
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rresman.    A  Short  History  of  the  Norman  Conquest  of  En^etmd. 

By  E.  A  FasKMAN,  M.A.     Tkinl  Edition.    .  [Extra  fcap.  8yo,  9$.  6d. 

OrMweU.     History  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.      By  W.   Parr 

GasswKLL,  M.A. (Crown  8vo,  ^s.  td. 

^—  Geography  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  Newfoundland.    By 

the  same  Author (Crown  8yo,  6s. 

'  Geography  of  Africa  South  of  the  Zambesi.    By  the   same 

Author. (Crown  8vo,  ^s.  6d. 

Hughes  (Alfred).   Geography  for  Schools.  VbxiI,  Practical  Geography. 

With  Diagrams. [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  at.  uL 

Banter.  A  BHcf History  of  the  Indian  Peoples.  BySirW.W.  Huntrr, 

K.C.S.I.     Eightieth  Thousatul. (Crown  8to,  31.  6d. 

Sltohln.    A  History  of  France.    With  Numerous  Maps,  Plans,  and 

Tables.    By  G.  W.  Ritch»,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Durham.    Second  Edition, 
VoL  I.  To  Z453.    VoL  II.  i453-z6m-    Vol.  III.  1604-1793.    Each  lof.  6d. 
Xiiioas.    Introduction  to  a  Historical  Geography  of  the  British  Colonies. 

By  C  P.  Lucas,  B.  A         ....        [Crown  8vo,  with  8  aaaps,  41.  6A 
-  Historical  Geography  of  the  British  Colonies: — 

I.     The  Mediterranean  and  Eastern  Colonies  (exdusive  of  India). 

[Crown  8vo,  with  iz  maps,  51. 
II.     The  West  Indian  Depondoncies.    With  12  nuips.     .      *js.  6d. 

III.    West  Africa.     With  5  maps 7/.  (m/. 
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Aldls.  A  Text  Book  of  Algebra  {with  Answers  to  the  Examples),  By 
W.  Stbaomam  Aldls,  M.A. [Crown  8vo,  7X<  6</. 

Bmtag«.  An  Introduction  to  the  Mathematical  Theory  of  Electricity 
and  Magnttism.    By  W.  T.  A.  Emtagk,  M.A.  .        [Crown  8vo,  ^u  6<<. 

Fisher.  Class-Book  of  Chemistry,  By  W.  W.  FiSHER,  M.A.,  F.C.S. 
Second  Edition, [Crown  8vo,  41.  td, 

Xamllton  and  BaU.  Book-keeping,  By  Sir  R.  G.  C.  Hamilton, 
K.CB.,  and  John  Ball.    New  and  Enlarxtd  Editing     [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  st. 

*«*  Rnled  Exercise  Books  adapted  to  the  above  may  be  had,  price  u.  6d, ; 
also,  adapted  to  the  Preliminary  Course  only^  price  \d, 

Baaroonrt  and  XadMi.  Exercises  in  Practical  Chemistry,  Vol.  I. 
Elementary  Exercises.  By  A.  G.  Vbrnoh  Harcourt,  M.A.;  and  H.  G. 
Maoajc,  M.A.    Fourth  Edition.    ReviMdby  H.  G.  BIadan,  M.A. 

{Crown  8to,  xos.  td, 

H«nfll«j.  Figures  made  Easy :  a  first  Arithmetic  Book.  By  Lewis 
HsMSLBr,  M.A. [Crown  8vo,  6d.    Answers,  is, 

The  Scholar's  Arithmetic.    By  the  same  Author. 

[Crown  8vo,  sf .  6d.  Answers,  is.  6d. 

^-~—  The  Scholar's  Algebra,    An  Introdvctory  work  on  Algebra. 

By  the  same  Author. [Crown  8vo»  w.  ^d 

Xinoliln.  Hydrostatics  and  Elementary  Hydrokinetics.  By  G.  M, 
MiNCMiN,  M.A. [Crown  8vo,  xof.  M. 

Hixon.  Euclid  Revised.  Containing  the  essentials  of  the  Elements  of 
Plane  Geometry  as  given  by  Euclid  in  his  First  Six  Books.  Edited  by  R.  C.  T. 
Nixon,  M.A.    Second  Edition. [Crown  8vo,  ts. 

%*  May  likewise  be  had  in  parts  as  follows : — 

BookI,x«.        Books  I,  II,  x#.  6<;.       Books  I-IV,  3X.        Books V,  VI,  ^f. 

■  Supplement  to  Euclid  Revised.    By  the  same  Anthor.    .      [6d. 

' Geometry  in  Space,    Containing  parts  of  Euclid's  Eleventh 

and  Twelfth  Books.    By  the  same  Author.       .        .  [Crown  8vo,  yt.  6d. 

Elementary  Plane  Trigonometry;  that  is,  Plane  Irigonometry 

without  Imaginaries,    By  the  same  Author.    .        .  [Crown  8vo,  js.  6d. 

BubmU.  An  Elementary  Treatise  on  Pure  Geometry.  By  J.  \V  eli.esi.ey 
RusssLL,  M.A. [Crown  Bvo,  los.  6d, 

••Iby.  Elementary  Mechanics  0/ Solids  and  Fluids.  By  A.  L.  Selby, 
M.A [Crown  8vo,  js.  6d, 

WllUftBisoB.  Chemistry  for  Students,  By  A.  W.  Williamsok, 
Phil.  Doc.,  F.R.S [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  8f.  6d, 

WoolloomlM.  Practical  IVork  in  Heat,  For  use  in  Schools  and 
Colleges.    By  W.  G.  Woollcombb,  M.A.,  B.Sc.  .       .       [Crown  8vo,  3*. 

Practical  fVork  in  General  Physics.     By  the  same  Author. 

(Crown  Svo,  3*. 
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Fowlmr.  7^  Elements  of  Deductive  Logic^  designed  mainly  for  the 
UKc  of  Junior  Students  in  the  Universities.  By  T.  Fowler,  D.D.  Kimk 
Edition^  with  a  Collection  of  Examples.  [Extra  fcap.  8vo,  3^.  6^ 


The  Elements  of  Inductive  I^gi^y  designed  mainly  for   the 

use  of  Students  in  the  Universities.    Sixth  EditioH,  (Extra  fcap.  8vo,  6s. 

Xiwie. — F»rxn«r.     Hymns  and  Chorales  for  Schools  and  Colleges. 
Edited  by  John  Farmer,  Organist  of  Balliol  College.     ....         I5X. 
O  Hymus  without  the  TttmeSt  as, 

KvllAb.     The  Cultivation  of  the  Speaking  Foice.    By  John  Hullah. 

[Extra  fcap.  8vo,  u~  6d. 

lIadl«r«B.  j4  System  of  Physical  Education:  Theoretical  and  Prac- 
tical. With  346  lUtistrattODs  drawn  by  A.  Macdonald,  of  the  Oxford  School  of 
Ajrt  Cy  AscujBALD  Maclaebm,  the  Gymnaiinin,  Oxfmnd.  New  Editing  in  the 
Prtu. 

TrontlMok  and  Dal«.  A  Music  Primer  for  Schools,  By  J.  TmouT- 
BBCK,D.D.,  formerly  Music  Master  in  Westminster  School,  and  R.  F.  Dalk, 
M.  A.,  B.Mni.,  Ute  Assistant  Master  in  Westminster  SchooL  [Crown  8vo»  i«.  6^ 

TyrwUtt.  A  Handbook  of  Pictorial  Art,  By  R.  St  J.  Tyrwhitt, 
M.A.  With  coloured  Illustrations,  PhotogrRphs,  and  a  diapter  00  Per^>ective, 
by  A.  Macdomald.    Secottd  Editiom,  [8vo,  half-mcroeeat  x&(. 

Vpoott.  An  Introduction  to  Greek  Sculpture.  By  L.  E.  Upcott, 
M.A.     .        .       .        . [Crown  8vo»  41. 6i^ 


Stud«Bt'a    Kandltook  to  the    University  and    Collies  of  Oxford. 
Twelfth  Edition, [Crown  8vo,  a«.  f>d. 


K«lps  to  ill*  Study  of  the  Bible,  taken  from  the  Oxford  Bible  for 

Temchen.     New,  Enlarged  and  Illustrated  Edition.     Pearl  x6mo,  stiff  covers 
If.  net.    Large  Paper  Edition,  Long  Primer  8vo,  cloth  boards,  4«.  6^.  net. 

Kelps  to  the  Study  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.    Being  a 
Companion  to  Church  Worship. [Crown  8vo,  3X.  (id. 


%*  A  Reading  Room  has  been  opened  at  the  Clarendon  Press 
Warehouse,  Amen  Corner,  where  visitors  will  find  every  facility 
for  examining  old  and  new  works  issued  from  the  Press  ^  and  for 
consulting  all  official  publiccUions, 


EoitHon:  HENRY  FROWDE, 

Oxford  University  Press  Warehouse,  Amen  Corner. 

6]|inbnr0i|S  i a  Frederick  Street. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Ptf- 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


the  uL^rarroVo';E^o?e%rr"^<'  »<> 
stamped  below.  ****  '^^*  <^ate 

PlMse  return  prompdy. 


^^*^fs^  w,i 


"A 


'^v^ 


*        ^i 


